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HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO
Rutherford Birchard Hayes, nineteenth

President of the United States, was born at

Delaware, Ohio, October 4, 1822. He came
of a long line of sturdy, God-fearing New
England ancestry, seven of whom served as

Revolutionary Soldiers. He was of Scotch

descent on his father's side, but the prevailing

strain was English; his mother's ancestors

coming from England in 1635. George Hayes,
from whom he descended in the sixth genera-

tion, came from Scotland to Windsor, Con-
necticut, in 1680. The great-great-grandson

of this George Hayes, who was named Ruther-

ford, born at New Haven in 1756, migrated as

a young man to Vermont where he served as

an Ensign in the Revolution. There he
^ married Chloe Smith, a woman of remarkable
I strength of character, ajid reared a large

family. He was a Revolutionary Soldier,

farmer, blacksmith, and inn-keeper at Brattle-

boro. Here his son Rutherford the President 's

father was born January 4, 1787. He married

Sophia Birchard who was of English lineage

and became a successful business man at

Dummerston, Vt., serving as Captain of a

Militia company in the War of 1812. In 1817

the young couple removed to Delaware, Ohio,

where he built the first brick dwelling house

in which the future President was born.

There the husband fell a victim to malarial

fever in July, 1822, three months before the

birth of the son destined to so gi-eat a career,

leaving his wife a valuable farm. Sardis

Birchard, her brother, who became a prosper-

ous merchant at Lower Sandusky (Fremont),

was her constant counsellor and the guardian

of her two children. She lived till 1866.

The future president attended the village

school and early began the study of Latin and
Greek. Then he spent a short time at Nor-

walk (Ohio) Academy and a year at Isaac

Webb's School at Middletown, Connecticut.

In 1838, when barely sixteen, he entered Ken-
yon College at Gambler, Ohio, where he dis-

tinguished himself in his studies and in
student activities, graduating in 1842 as vale-

dictorian.

In his diary written in his junior year he
expressed a sentiment which was prophetic of
his life. He wrote :

'

' The reputation which I

desire is not that momentai-y eminence which
is gained without merit and lost without
regret. Give me the popularity which runs
after, not that which is sought for." In all

his life he never solicited an office or sought
promotion. Honors, distinctions, ofBces came
to him unasked for because men recognized
his merit.

Almost immediately after graduation young
Hayes began to study law in the office of

Thomas Sparrow at Columbus. In August,
1843, he entered the Harvard Law School
where he en.joyed the tuition and friendship
of Judge Story and Professor Greenleaf;
while he attended also the lectures of Long-
fellow and Agassiz in literature and science.

He finished his law courses in Jannar_v, 1845.

Returning to Ohio he was admitted to the bar,

and commenced practice at Fremont, where in

the following year he became a partner of

Ralph P. Buckland, later a member of Con-
gress. Bronchial trouble forced him to give

np active work in 1848, when he spent a winter

in Texas and a summer on the Atlantic coast.

Then, in the early winter of 1849-50, he estab-

lished himself at Cincinnati, where he soon

made for himself a recognized place in the

profession. At the same time he kept up his

interest in letters, becoming a member of the

Cincinnati Literary Club, in which he mingled
with many men of distinction or to become
distingiiished, such as Thomas Corwin, Sal-

mon P. Chase, Moneure D. Conway, Stanley

Matthews, and others. (This club, indeed, fur-

nished the Union armies more than forty

officers, many of them generals.

)

On December 30. 1852, Mr. Hayes married
]Miss Lucv Ware Webb, the daughter of Dr.
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James "Webb, then deceased, who had been a

well-known physician of Chillicothe. She was
a young woman of fine culture, of most win-

ning personality, of gracious manners, and
strong character, who throughout all the busy

years to come was a constant source of help

and inspiration to her husband. Meanwhile
Hayes was winning forward in the law; sev-

eral criminal cases in which he participated

drawing public attention to him. In 1856 he

declined a nomination to the Court of Common
Pleas. In 1858 he was appointed city solicitor

to fill a vacancy, and the following year he

was elected to the same office, by a majority

of over 2,500 votes, and served the public

faithfully and satisfactorily. lu April, 1861,

he failed' of re-election, the entire ticket of his

party being defeated. He at once resumed the

practice of the law; but the war drums soon

summoned him to sterner work.

Hayes had always been an anti-slavery

whig and republican. He .supported Clay in

18-44, Taylor in 1848, Scott in 1852, and in

1856 worked earnestly for Fremont. Clay was
his ideal. "I would start in life without a

penny," he wrote in early manhood, "if by

that Henry Clay could be elected President.
'

'

He was an enthusia.stic supporter of'Lincoln,

and he was one of the committee to escort

Lincoln from Indianapolis to Cincinnati when
the Great Commoner was on his way to Wash-
ington to be inaugurated. He recorded at

the time his faith in Lincoln 's ability to meet

the impending crisis. On June 7, 1861, the

governor of Ohio commissioned him major of

the Twenty-third Ohio Volunteei-s. The regi-

ment was soon ordered to West Virginia,

where it rendered effective service throughout

the war except during the Antietam cam-

paign, in 1862, and duriiig the operations of

General Sheridan in the Shenandoah Valley

in 1864. October 24, 1861, he was promoted

to lieutenant-colonel. On September 24, 1862.

in the Antietam campaign, Hayes showed con-

spicuous gallantry in leading a charge at the

battle of South Mountain. Here he was
severely wounded, a minie ball shattering his

left arm above the elbow. Before his wound
was healed he returned to his regiment as

eolonel. In 1863 his command was engaged in

Southwestern Virginia in efforts to cut the

Confederate line of communication to Ten-

nessee. There was much rugged campaigning
and many engagements. In July of this year

also Hayes commanded two regiments and a

battery of artillery that was sent back to chcc!,-

John Morgan in his raid in Southern Ohio.

The year 1864 was full of stirring incident,

incessant campaigning, and opportunities for

valorous service tor Hayes. In the spring he

served under General Crook in the movement
against the East Tennessee and Virginia Rail-

road, and led a brigade in storming the

enemy 's works at the crest of Cloyd Mountain
with noteworthy gallantry. Afterwards he
participated in the march ujjon Lynchburg
and in the operations thei'eabouts and covered
the retreat in the perilous passage of the AUe-
ghanies. In July Hayes was ordered to the

Shenandoah Valley, where he took part with
great credit in many important battles. At
the battle of Winchester he performed a feat

of extraordinary courage and daring. His
brigade had the extreme right of Ci-ook's com-
mand. His troops with the cavalry executed
the turning manoeuvre which decided the fate

of the day. In leading an assault upou a

battery on an eminence he found in his way
a morass over fifty yards wide. Without a

moment's hesitation Colonel Hayes plunged
in. His horse was quickly mired, and had to

be abandoned, and Hayes waded through alone

under the enemy's fire. Waving his cap he
signalled to his men to come over. When
about forty had joined him he charged the

batterj' and took it after a hand to hand fight,

the enemy, trusting to the security of the posi-

tion, having left it without infantry supports.
The enemy fled in great disorder and Hayes
re-formed his lines and continued in pursuit.

At Fisher's Hill Crook with Hayes's brigade
in the lead executed brilliantly a flank move-
ment through the mountains and woods to the
enemy's left. He led repeated charges until

the enemy's works with eveiy piece of artillery

had been captured. A month later, October
19th, at Cedar Creek, Hayes displayed such
courage and sagacity in cheeking the enemy's
advance, and even after he had been severely

injured when his horse was shot under
hira, in rallying his men and aiding in

forming the line, which Sheridan inspired to

renewed effort after his famous ride from
Winchester, that Crook on the battlefield

grasped his hand and said :

'

' Colonel, from
this day you will be a brigadier general.''

The commission bearing data of the battle

soon reached him ; and on JIareh 13, 1865, he
received the rank of brevet major-general,

"for gallant and distinguished services during
the campaign of 1864 in West Virginia and
particularly at the battles of Fisher's Hill and
Cedar Creek," Virginia. Hayes was wounded
six times, had four horses shot under him, and
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jrarticipated in 100 battles great and small.

General Grant in his memoirs says:- "On
more than one occasion in these engagements
General R. B. Hayes, who succeeded me as

President of the United States, bore a very
honorable part. His conduct on the field was
marked by Conspicuous gallantry, as well as

the display of qualities of a higher order than
mere personal daring. Having entered the
army as a major of volunteers at the begin-
ning of the war, General Hayes attained by
his meritorious service the rank of brevet
major-general before its close."

In August, 1864, while he was in the tield

he was nominated for Congress by the republi-
cans of the Second Ohio District (Cincinnati).
To William Henry Smith, who wrote suggest-

ing that he come home and make campaign
speeches, he wrote: "Your suggestion about
getting a furlough to take the stump was cer-

tainly made without reflection. An officer fit

for duty who, at this crisis, would abandon
his post to electioneer for a seat in Congi-ess

ought to be scalped. You may feel perfectly

sure I shall do no such thing." The district

gave him a decisive majority and two years
later re-elected him by an increased vote. In
Congress he was a cjuiet, faithful, hardwork-
ing member. As chairman of the library com-
mittee he carried through measures of much
benefit to the Congressional Library. He was
an earnest advocate of the Fourteenth and
Fifteenth amendments to the Constitution and
of the reconstruction measures of liis party.

In 1867, in the midst of his second term, the

republicans of Ohio nominated him for gov-

ernor again.st Allen G. Thurman. After an
exciting canvass, he was elected by a majority
of 2,983. Two years later he was re-elected

over George H. Pendleton by a majority of

7,506. In his first campaign for governor he
vigorously advocated negro suffrage. In his

second campaign he combated the democratic
declaration in favor of paying the Government
bonds with greenliacks. His messages to the

Legislatvire abounded in practical suggestions

for reform of the tax laws, the election laws,

the prison laws, and many other reforms which
bore fruit., Under his administration the sol-

diers' orphans' home was established, the
State University was founded; the Fifteenth
Amendment was ratified, and the state debt
was reduced. At the expiration of his term,

in 1872, he refused to be elected Uiiited States

Senator by a combination of republicans and
democrats against John Sherman. His friends

in the Second District that year insisted that

he stand again for Congress; the tide was
running against the republicans in Cincinnati
and it was thought that Hayes, if any man,
could be elected. He reluctantly accepted the
nomination and made a vigorous campaign,
pleading for an honest financial policy and
civil service reform. While he ran much
ahead of his ticket he was defeated. Soon
after this he declined the position of United
States assistant treasurer at Cincinnati to
which he had been commissioned bj- President
Grant.

In 1S73 General Hayes returned to Fre-
mont and established himself at Spiegel Grove,
which was given him by his uncle, Sardis
Birchard, whose chief heir he became on 3Ir.

Bii-chard's death the following year. It was
his fixed determination at that time completely
to retire from jDolitics and to sjjeud the re-

mainder of his life in learned leisure. But the

people of Ohio would not have it so. In 1875,
much against his wishes and after his positive

declination, the republican convention again
nominated him for governor, against William
Allen, then governor, a man of great popu-
larity. The democratic platfor-m declared that
the volume of the currency (that is, paper
money) should be made and kept equal to the

wants of trade; that the national bank cur-

rency should be replaced with greenbacks, and
that eustoms dues should be payable at least

to the extent of one half in greenbacks. The
questions involveil atti'acted the attention of

the entire country to the Ohio canvass. Gen-
eral Hayes made a most vigorous and unyield-
ing sound iiKHicy rampaign and was elected by
a nuiji>rit\ i>f ri..")44. During the canvass it

was predicted by many papers (among them
the New York Sun) that if Hayes were elected,

he would be a formidable candidate for the

Presidential nomination in 1876. His brilliant

and successful campaign increa.sed such talk

and his availability became more and more
widely recognized. A letter from John Sher-
man made public in the early part of 1876
gave impetus to the movement. General Hayes
himself refused to take any step toward secur-

ing the nomination. To a friend he wrote:
"It is not for you or me to enroll ourselves

in the great army of office-seekers. Let the
currents alone." The Ohio Republican Con-
vention instructed the delegates to the Cincin-
nati Convention to vote for Hayes. Blaine,

Morton, Conkling and Bristow were the lead-

ing candidates. General Noyes presented
Hayes's name to the convention, dwelling on
his high personal character, and his lack of
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enemies, and contending that his nomination
would "compromise all difficulties and soften

all antagonisms." On the first ballot Hayes
had 61 votes, 378 being necessary to a choice.

His strength slowly increased until on the

seventh ballot he received 384 votes, when on
motion of William P. Frye, of Maine, the

nomination was made unanimous. This was
on June 16th. On July 8th appeared the let-

ter of acceptance, which was altogether ad-
mirable in tone and in matter. Advanced
ground was taken in behalf of civil service

reform ; the speedy resumption of specie pay-
ments was advocated, and stress was laid on
the imperative necessity for the pacification of

the South. The opposing candidate was
Samuel J. Tilden of New York, who had
gained a reputation as a reformer in crushing
the infamous Tweed ring in New York City,

and by demolishing the Canal ring, as gov-
ernor of New York State. He was moreover a
most astute and skilful political organizer.

The election was very close and resulted in a

bitter coutroversy. It hinged upon the result

in South Carolina, Florida, and Louisiana, in

which states the vote was close and where
allegations of corrupt methods were made by
both parties against the other. Friends of

both candidates went from the North to each
of these states to watch the count. Mr. Hayes
throughout the crisis preserved a dignified

bearing, awaiting elamly the result. On
November 27, 1876, I\Ir. Hayes wrote a letter

to John Sherman while the latter was at New
Orleans, which clearly gives his position. He
said : "You feel, I am sure, as I do about the

whole business. A fair election would have
given us about forty electoral votes in the

South—at least that many. But we are not to

allow our friends to defeat one outrage and
fraud by another. There must be nothing
crooked on our part. Let Mr. Tilden have the

place by violence, intimidation, and fraud,
rather than undertake to prevent it by means
that will not bear the closest scrutiny.

'

' In all

three states the Hayes electors were declared
elected. Thus on the face of the returns Mr.
Hayes had 185 votes in the electoral college

and Mr. Tilden 184 votes. So bitter was the
controversy between the parties in the comi-
try at large and in Congress, so many doubts
and difficulties were raised, that both parties

in Congress, the Senate being republican and
the House democratic, at la.st united in the

creation of an extraordinary court or commis-
sion to which all disputed electoral votes were
to be referred. The commission consisted of

five senators, five representatives, and five

judges 'of the Supreme Court, and its decision

was to be final unless set aside by the concur-
rent vote of both houses of Congress. The
commission by a vote of 8 to 7 refused to go
behind the returns, holding that the certif-

icates of the governors must be accepted. On
March 2d the canvassing of the electoral votes
was completed and Rutherford B. Hayes was
declared duly elected President of the United
States.

President Hayes was inaugurated Monday,
March .5th, 1877, having on the Saturday
evening previously taken the oath of office

privately at the "White House, to prevent the
possibility of an interregnum. His inaugural
address covered much the same points as his

letter of acceptance. In it occurred the
apothegm oftener quoted than any other one
thing said by Mr. Hayes, '

' He serves his party
best who serves his country best." Mr.
Hayes named as his cabinet, William M.
Evarts, secretary of state ; John Sherman,
secretary of the treasury ; George W. McCrary,
secretary of war; Richard W. Thompson, sec-

retary of the navy ; David M. Key, postmaster
general ; Charles Devens, attorney general

;

and Carl Sehurz, seeretaiy of the interior. It

is acknowledged to have been one of the ablest

cabinets in the lustory of the country. Presi-

dent Hayes at once directed his attention to

the southern situation. In the first entry
made in his diary after his inauguration occur
these words: "My policy is trust, peace, and
to put aside the bayonet. I do not think the

wise policy is to decide contested elections in

the States by the use of the national army."
These words afford the key to his southern
policy. After securing a.ssurances from lead-

ing southerners of peaceful intentions and a

purpose to accord constitutional rights to all

cla.sses of citizens. President Hayes ordered
the Federal troops recalled from South Caro-
lina and Louisiana. This was in April, 1877.

The republican administrations in both states

immediately fell to the ground and the rival

democratic governments were established.

Both North and South ilr. Hayes was widely
commended for his course. People were tired

of Federal interference in the South. The
time was come when it was believed that all

the southern commonwealths should be left to

work out their own salvation in their own way.
This policy, to be sure, weakened the repub-
lican party in the South and so was criticized

by many partisans: but it strensrthened the

party among the great masses of the North.
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Probably no single act of Mr. Hayes's admin-
istratiou was of more immediate or furtlier-

reacking benefit to the country. There was a

gradual subsidence of sectional animosity and
the southern question began rapidly to disap-

pear from its position of tirst importance lu

the public mind. President Hayes 's persistent

conciliatory policy marked the pompletiou of

reconstruction so far as the National Govern-
ment was concerned.

The other great features of the administra-

tion can be only briefly mentioned. First.

Consistent elfort was made by the President

to minimize the evils of the spoils system and
to advance the cause of civil service reform,

lu all this he was opposed and thwarted
largely by the politicians of his own party.

And yet he was able to secure the adoption of

the mei'it system in the New York Custom
House and Postoffice which became valuable

object lessons in the furtherance of the great

reform. He defied "Senatorial courtesy" in

the appointment of Edwin A. Merritt as col-

lector of customs at New York, and then in-

structed him to conduct his office
'

' on strictly

business principles, and according to the rules

which were adopted, on the recommendation of

the Civil Service Commission by the adminis-

tration of General Grant.
'

' Then he added :

"Neither my recomendation, nor that of the

Secretary of the Treasury, nor the recommen-
dation of any member of Congress or other

influential person, should be specially re-

garded. Restrict the area of patronage to the

narrowest possible limits."

Second. The financial history of the ad-

ministration is most noteworthy. Mr. Hayes
was most strenuous in upholding the policy of

an early resumption of specie payments, the

way for which had been prepared by the

Resumption Act of 1875. In his first message

he declared against
'

' any wavering in purpose

or unsteadiness in methods" in this regard.

His strength of purpose and conviction had

much to do with keeping the country up to

the mark of resumption, suffering as it still

was from the depression succeeding the panic

of 1873. A gold reserve was aecuuuilated and

when the date fixed by the law arrived the

greenbacks had risen to par with gold. An-
other feature of the administration 's financial

history was the successful refunding of the

public debt by which an annual saving in

interest of $15,000,000 was secured. More-

over, it is not to be forgotten that Mr. Hayes
vetoed the Bland-Allison Bill providing for

the coinage of silver dollars of 412^1; grains

standard silver, accompanying his veto with a
message of great force arguing against the
wisdom of issuing full legal tender coins of

less intrinsic than nominal value. This bill

was passed over his veto, to be siu-e, and so the

"silver question" entered upon its long and
exasperating career in American politics.

Third. Mr. Hayes maintained the dignity

and prerogative of the Executive by refusing
to be coerced into signing appropriation bills

with obnoxious riders, intended to curtail the

power of the President to execute laws disliked

by the democratic majority in Congress, but
which laws Congress was powerless to repeal

over the President's veto. In every contest

of the sort the President finally triiunphed.

Fourth. On March 1, 1879, Mr. Hayes,
while sympathizing with the opposition to

Chinese immigration, had the courage, in the

face of a large popular demand, to veto the

restriction bill, because it violated treaty obli-

gations. In his last annual message he an-

nounced that a new treaty with China had
been negotiated under which Chinese immigra-
tion could be regulated or suspended. More-
over, in the treatment of the Indians, in

furthering the interests of the colored people,

in the cause of education, Mr. Hayes urged,

and, so far as lay in his power, instituted pro-

gressive measures.

The resumption of specie payments was
followed by a revival of business, and a gen-

feral increase of prosperity. In November,
1880, the country declared its approval of Mr.
Hayes's administration by electing James A.

Garfield as his successor by a decisive ma-
jority. Charles Francis Adams, who had
supported Mr. Tilden in 1876, said of Mr.
Hayes's administration: "Taken as a whole, it

has been an administration which will bear

comparison with the best and purest of all

those which preceded it." And James G.

Blaine wrote : "It was one of the few and
rare cases in our history, in which the Presi-

dent entered upon his office with the country

depressed and discontented and left it pros-

perous and happy; in which he found his

party broken, divided, and on the verge of

defeat, and left it strong, united, and prosper-

ous. This was the peculiar felicity of GenerKl

Hayes's public career."

On the expiration of his term Mr. Hayes re-

tired to Spiegel Grove, his home, at Fremont.
To his neighbors he spoke in feeling apprecia-

tion of their hearty welcome. In the course

of his speech he said :

'

' The question is often

heard, 'What is to become of the man—what is
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he to do—who, having been Chief Magistrate

of the Republic retires at the end of his official

term to private life?' It seems to me the

reply is near at hand and sufiScient : Let him
like every other good American citizen, be

willing aiid prompt to bear his part in every

work that will promote the welfare, and the

happiness, of his family, his town, his State,

and his country. With this disposition he will

have work enough to do, and that sort of work

that yields more individual contentment and

gratification than belong to the more con-

spicuous employments of the life from which

he has retired."

In the full spirit of these words Mr. Hayes
lived the twelve years that remained to him.

He took great intei-est in the old soldiers ; he

was active in furthering the cause of the

Grand Army; he was first president of the

Society of tlie Army of West Virginia, and he

was for many years commander of the Loyal

Legion. He devoted much time, labor, and
earnest attention to the cause of education ; he

was president of the board of trustees of the

John F. Slater Education Fund, one of the

trustees of the Peabody Education Fund, a

trustee of the Western Reserve University at

Cleveland, of the Ohio Wesleyan University at

Delaware, and of the Ohio State University at

Columbus. He was for many years the presi-

dent of the National Prison Reform As.socia-

tion, an active member of the National

Conference of Corrections and Charities, an
earnest participant in the Lake Mohonk Indian
conferences; and a member of many other

benevolent or educational organizations. From
Kenyon College he received the degi'ee of

LL. D. in 1868 ; the same degi*ee from Har-
vard in 1877, from Yale in 1880, and from
Johns Hopkins in 1881.

Mr. Hayes was profoundly interested in

American history from the earliest period.

He collected a library of books relating to

American history and biography of many
thousand volumes, now preserved by Ohio
Archa?ological and Historical Society in a

beautiful memorial building, erected by the

state at Spiegel Grove. Mr. Hayes never lost

his interest in politics in the large sense of the

term, but after his retirement from the White
House he rigidly abstained from discussing

party questions for publication. He was most
happ.y in his home life. The death of I\Irs.

Hayes in June, 1889, was a crushing blow to

him, and he was not reluctant to respond when
the final summons come to him on January
17, 1893. He died as he had lived, a noble.

faithful, true-hearted Christian gentleman,

who had met every responsibility and per-

formed every duty that life laid upon him,

honorably, conscientiously, and to the endur-

ing good of his time and his country.

Col. Webb C. Hayes is the second son of

Rutherford B. Hayes and Lucy Webb Hayes,

and resides in Spiegel Grove which, reserving

the right of occupancy of the residence, he has

deeded for a State Park as a Memorial to his

parents. In 1909 Colonel Hayes deeded to the

State of Ohio for the benefit of the Ohio
Archffiological and Historical Society, Spiegel

Grove, through which runs for almost half a

mile the old French and Indian trail along the

Sandusky-Scioto waterway from Lake Erie to

the Ohio River, later known as the Harrison
Trail of the War of 1812, together with all the
personal property connected therewith, includ-
ing the 15,000 volumes of the Libraiy Ameri-
cana which had been collected by President
Ha.yes, and which was, perhaps, the largest
owned by any private citizen- at the time of

his death, conditional only on the preserva-
tion of it in a suitable fireproof building. The
Legislature of Ohio devoted $40,000 toward
the building, to which Colonel Hayes had
added, including his endowment of $50,000
for the annual purchase of historical books,
an amount not less than $100,000' in cash,

which with the value of Spiegel Grove, the
library, and personal property connected
therewith, and adjoining property (the pro-
ceeds from the sale of which is to be used in
maintaining the park) amount to a total value
of not less than a quarter of a million dollars,

bequeathed to the state for the benefit of the
Ohio Arch:"eological and Historical Society.

He has not only achieved a high degree
of success as a manufacturer at Cleve-
land, but has attained distinction as a
soldier and a local historian. He has the honor
of being the only soldier who served in battle

in each of the four campaigns, Cuba, Porto
Rico, the Philippines and China. He was
wounded and had his horse killed in the as-

sault on San Juan at Santiago and was
awarded a Congressional medal of honor for

distinguished gallantry at Vigan, P. I.

Colonel Hayes was born in Cincinnati, Ohio,
March 20, 1856, and" for a few months attended
school at Chillicothe and Cincinnati, before
being sent with his older brother. Birchard,
to live with his uncle, Sardis Birchard, at

Spiegel Grove in 1866, where he attended the
public schools imtil he entered Cornell Uni-
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versity in the class of 1876. He was personal
secretary to his father, while the latter was
serving his third term as governor of Ohio,

during his campaign for the presidency, and
during his administration as President of the

United StETtes. In 1881 Colonel Hayes began
his business career as tz-easurer of the Whipple
Manufacturing Company at Cleveland. Six
years later, in association with IMyron T. Her-
rick, James Parmelee and W. H. Lawrence,
he organized the National Carbon Company,
a concern of great magnitude, which, operates
one of its branches at Fremont. While a small
boy, he developed a fondness for the militarj',

hunting, and an out-door life, and his patron
saint from childhood, until the latter 's death
in 1890, was Maj. Gen. George Crook, U. S. A.,

the foremost hunter and Indian fighter of the

United States army, who had caused him,

while a child, to be uniformed as the junior

second lieutenant of his father's regiment dur-

ing the last year of the Civil war, and later

taught him to hunt the big game of the Rocky
Mountains

;
grizzlies, elk, and Rocky ^Mountain

sheep, in his annual vacations from business

during the last thirteen years of the general's

life. Colonel Hayes always took an active in-

terest in military affairs, and served as an
active or veteran member of the First Cleve-

land Troop, later Troop A, Ohio National

Guard, for seventeen years prior to the war
with Spain. He sei*ved with Troop A, as the

personal escort of all of the presidents of the

United States from Hayes to Taft, and at the

funeral obsequies of the three Ohio presidents,

Hayes, Garfield, and ]McKinley. He was active

in securing the acceptance of a regiment of

voluntary cavalry, and the expansion of Troop
A into the First Ohio Cavaliy, for the war
witli Spain. This regiment had five graduates

of the United States Military Academy among
its officers, and everv member of Troop A of

Ohio became a commissioned or non-commis-
sioned officer of the First Ohio Cavalry, in the

war with Spain.

Colonel Hayes was commissioned ma.jor of

the First Ohio Cavalry, and mustered into the

United States service with his regiment at

Columbus, May 9, 1898. He was immediately

ordered to report to 'Maj. Gen. W. R. Shafter,

and embarked with the Fifth Army Corps at

Port Tampa, Florida, on June 6th for San-

tiago de Cuba. He reported to Brig. Gen. S.

B. M. Young, commanding the Second Cavalry
Brigade, to which the First Ohio Cavalry
had been oidered assigned when eauipped and
was attached to the brigade stafl" when the

Transport "Leona" No. 21 sailed before the

arrival of his regiment. He served through
the campaigns of Santiago de Cuba, and for

the invasion of Porto Rico, participating in

the first lauding at Daiquiri, Cuba, June 22d,

the first engagement at Las Guasimas, June
21rth, the assault on San Juan July 1st, and
the siege of Santiago de Cuba, terminating in

the surrender of July 17th. He was wounded
through the muscles of the back, with con-

tusion of the spine, by a Mauser bullet, which
killed his horse, at the crossing of the San
Juan River, on the morning of July 1st, but
participated in the assault on San Juan Hill

later in the day, and sei*ved until July 8tli as

acting adjutant general, acting brigade com-
missary, and acting brigade quartermaster of

the Second Cavalry Brigade, vice Captains
ilills and Henry, wounded, and Lieutenant
Shipp, killed, in the assault, by order of

Colonel Leonard Wood, acting brigade com-
mander. On the cessation of hostilities, Jul.y

14th, he was detached from the Second Cav-
alry Brigade, on his own application, and or-

dered to rejoin his regiment to accompany it

to Porto Rico, and on July 15th boarded the

transport "Hudson," with other wounded.
Sailed from Guantanamo Bay, on the Lam-
pasas in Major General Miles' Expedition for

Porto Rico and participated in the engagement
at the First Landing at Guanica, Porto Rico,

July 25th : temporarily attached to General
Garretson's staff, and served with his brigade

in the engagement on the Yauco Road July
26th. While scouting on July 27th he received

the surrender of the Town of Yauco, and was
lilaced in command of an expedition to Tala-

l)oa, by Gen. Gity V. Henry, commanding
Provisional Division, en route to Ponce. Or-

dered to report to Major General Brooks at

Arroyo, August 9th, and attached to his staff,

and served in the advance against the Spanish
forces on August 13th, which was stopped by
the news of the signing of the Peace Protocol.

He sailed August 20th from Ponce for New
York and rejoined hfs regiment in camp at

Huntsville, Alabama. He left Camp Wheeler,
Iluntsville, Alabama, in command of the

Cleveland Squadron, Troops A, B and C,

First Ohio Cavalrv, which was mustered out of

service at Cleveland, October 22, 1898.

On the breaking out of the insurrection in

the Philippines he was commissioned lieuten-

ant colonel of the Thirty-first Unit,',! St:ih^s

Volunteer Infantry, recruited in nliin. Imli-

ana, Kentucky and Tennessee and ui'i;auized

at Fort Thomas, Kentucky, in Julv, 1899, by
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Col. James S. Pettit of Ohio (captain First

United States Infantry), who, with the re-

maining field officers, were graduates of the

Military Academy. This regiment was the

first to reach San Francisco en route to the

Philippines, but on the eve of sailing on the

transport "Grant," an epidemic of small pox
broke out and the entire regiment was trans-

ferred to the Small Pox Detention Camp ou
Angel Island, from which, six weeks later, on

October 25, 1899, Ligget's Battalion, Com-
panies I, K, L and M, the "small pox bat-

talion," with a detachment of hospital corps

men, all under command of Lieutenant Colonel

Hayes, sailed on the United States army trans-

port, "Manauense, " for Honolulu and Manila.

It later transpired that the "Manauense," a

British ship, whose last cargo, curiously

enough, had been saltpetre, had been thrice

condemned and refused for transport purposes

at Seattle, but had been brought to San Fran-
cisco freshly painted, but the true condition

cf the ship became so apparent before Hono-
lulu was reached, that many of the crew de-

serted at that point. The trip from Honolulu
to Manila was a succession of horrors.

Small pox was again reported by the sur-

geons from the sick bay, the electric plant

broke down, cutting off the lights and the elec-

tric fans in the quarters of the men and com
pelling them to sleep on the deck during the

remainder of the voyage, except during the

days of the typhoon, when the hatches were
fastened down.
The morphine-eating chief engineer opened

a sea valve which could not be completely

closed, shipping thirty tons of water, which
flooded the fire room, putting out the fires, and
causing the boilei-s to leak, clogging the pumps
with coal dust, so that all the water had to be

bailed out with pails by the soldiers, over 100

of whom were on duty continually for twelve

days bailing until the ship reached Manila.

The distilling plant collapsed, cutting off the

water supply and necessitating the use of salt

sea water in preparing coffee. The ice plant

failed, causing the loss of all fresh meats and
vegetables, which had to be thrown overboard.

The coal in the starboard bunker caught fire

and had to be removed after the fire was
'drowned out and then after the soldiers had
repaired or plugged the leaking boiler tubes,

and gotten up steam by feeding coal to the

fires by hand, the ship was struck by a typhoon
and with no one on deck save the soldiers form-

ing the bailing crew, who were securely lashed,

she was driven a derelict without steam be-

fore the storm for three days until picked up
by her consort and slowly made her way into

Manila Bay, arriving November 28, 1899. The
regiment was ordered to the Southern Islands

and was the first pennauent American garri-

son on the Islands of Mindanao and Isabella

de Basiland, establishing regimental head-

quarters at Zamboanga early in December,
1899. Pending an investigation of the con-

duct of the engineers of the "^lanaueuse,"
Colonel Hayes was ordered to report to his old

compiauder. General Young, then on an expe-

dition through Northern Luzon, and sailed on

the hospital ship "Relief," and the warships
"Wheeling" and "Princeton," arriving off

the port of Vigan late in the afternoon of

December 4, 1899.

On being landed on the beach he found
through a Spanish interpreter that the Ameri-
can garrison of eighty-three men with 150 sick

and wounded, had been surrounded by 800

Filipino insurgents, who had them cooped up
in the monastery buildings on the Plaza at

Vigan. It being too near dark to land the

sailors and marines that night. Colonel Hayes
seized a Filipino pony and forced its owner by
the use of his revolver to accompany him
through the Filipinos stationed along the trail,

and in the darkness succeeded in reaching the

garrison. General Young, with his cavalry,

and Captain McCalla, U. S. N., with his sailors

and marines, arrived at Vigan December 5th,

in time to drive off the insurgents and relieve

the garrison. Colonel Hayes was subsequently

awarded a Congressional ]\Iedal of Honor for

gallantry at Vigan and accompanied General

Young in his northern campaign. On being

relieved from duty in Northern Luzon he re-

ported at the regimental headquarters at Zam-
boanga, December 31, 1899, and served with

detachments of his regiments at Parang-Par-

ang, Pollok, Cotta-Batti, and Davao, and as

senior officer of a joint army, navy and civil

government expedition, at a conference with

the Sultan of Sulu, the spiritual head of the

savage iloro tribes of ilindanao and Jolo.

He returned to America via the Suez Canal

on leave of absence just at the outbreak of the

Boxer insurrection in China and. resigning,

accompanied the American Relief Expedition

to Peking, being appointed a volunteer aid on

the staff of Maj. Gen. Adna R. Chaffee, com-

manding. He participated in cavalry raids

from Peking, and on the disbandment of the

China Relief Expedition, was relieved from

duty and returned to America with the re-

mains of Col. E. H. Liscorab, Ninth Infantry.
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On the outbreak of the war between Russia

and Japan, with whose soldiers he had served

in the Relief of Peking, he again visited the

Orient and accompanied General Kuroki's
Japanese army on its advance to the Yalii;

and while eu route to Chefoo from Korea was
captured l)y Russian torpedo boats and taken

a prisoner into Port Arthur, but released after

a short detention and proceeded to Peking and
then visited the Russian army near Mukden.
On his return he witnessed one of Admiral
Togo's bombardments of Port Arthur, the

blowing up of Dalny by the Russians, and the

landing of the Japanese army which effected

tile capture of Port Arthur.
On returning to America lie called attention

to tlie unmarked battlefields of American sol-

diers in Cuba and China and securing Con-
gressional aid, he, as president of the China
Battlefield Commission, and secretary of the

Santiago Battlefield Commission, has been in-

strumental in marking these battlefields, this

necessitating numerous trips to each of them.
He has taken an active interest in the local

historical affairs pertaining both to his county
and state—and secured the marking of his-

torical sites aud the reburial of ilajor Crog-
han's remains on Fort Stephenson.

In 1911, on the outbreak of the troubles

with Mexico, and the partial mobilization on

the border. Colonel Hayes was commissioned
colonel and chief signal officer of the Ohio
National Guard, by Governor Judson Har-
mon, and served with the regular cavalry and
signal troops in patrolling the Rio Grande.

Colonel Hayes was married September 30,

1912, to Mary Otis, only surviving daughter
of the late Anson H. lliller and Nancy Otis

IVIiller. life long residents of Fremont. Largely
tlirough ^Irs. Hayes's efforts and her contribu-

tion of $100,000 in memory of her parents,

the Memorial Hospital of Sandusky Countv
was made possible.

In 191.S Colonel Hayes was again on the

ilexican border, and with his wife visited the

City of Mexico during the presidency of Gen-
eral Huerta. and in 1916 spent a short time

with General Pershing's expeditionary force

in Northern Mexico. On the outbreak of the

present European war, in August, 1914. they
sailed on the first steamer lc;i\iiu;' \cw York,
and as special agent of tln^ Pcp.^irtinent of

State at his own expense, visiti'd the American
embassies in Paris, London, and Berlin, and
the American legations at Brussels and at Thf
Hague. Leaving ]\Irs. Hayes at The Hague,
he visited Berlin and was sent in a German

.military motor ear with two armed German
soldiers through from Aix-le-Chapelle to Brus-
sels and then to Ghent, passing over the battle-

fields at Liege, Namur, Mons, Brussels, and
Louvain, within the month after the outbreak
of the war.

Just prior to the declaration of a state of

war with Germany, Colonel Hayes tendered
his military services to the secretary of war
in the following letter

:

Army .\nd Navy Cdub, Washington, D. C,
February 19, 1917.

'"To the Honorable Newton D. Baker,

Secretary of War.
'

' Tender of ^lilitarv Service.

"Sir:
"In forwarding the enclosed application to

have my name entered and recorded on the

Army and Navy Medal of Honor Roll, 1

hereby respectfully tender my services in case

of war in such military capacity as may be

warranted by my qualifications and by my
previous military service which terminated
with my resignation as Lieut. Colonel of the

31st U. S. Vol. Infantry organized after the

war with Spain for service in the Philippine

Islands with station among the Moros of

Mindanao with regimental headquarters at

Zamboanga from 1899 to 1901. I had pre-

viously had service in Northern Luzon on the

staff of Major General S. B. M. Young and
was awarded the Congressional Medal of

Honor for
" ' Distingviished gallantry in pushing

'through the enemy's lines alone on the

'niglit of December 4th, 1899, from the

'beach to our beleaguered gai'rison at

'Vigan, P. I.'

"My previous military service was as Ma.ior,

1st Ohio Cavalry, in the war with Spain when
I served through the campaign of Santiago de

Cuba from the first landing until the surren-

der, in the Second Brigade, Cavalry Division,

5th Army Corps. I was wounded and had my
horse killed in the assault on San Juan on the

morning of July 1st, but served as acting

. Adjutant General, acting Brigade Commissary
and acting Quartermaster of the 2nd Cavalry
Brigade from July 1st to July 8th, vice Cap-
tains A. L. Mills (later Major General) and
M. J. Henri', wounded, and Lieut. W. E. Shipp
killed in the assault.

"I accompanied Major General Miles' ex-

pedition to Porto Rico and served in Brig.

Genei-al Henry's provisional brigade in the

skirmish at the landing and later was attached
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to the staff of Major General J. R. Brooke un-

til the Peace Protocol was signed.

"After my service in the Philippines as

Lieut. Colonel 31st U. S. Vol. Infantry, I

served in the China Relief Expedition of 1900

for the relief of Peking on the staff of Major
General A. R. Chaffee, commanding the U. S.

forces.

"I was the only officer of the Army who
served in battle under fire in the four cam-
paigns of Cuba, Porto Rico, the Philippines

and China, was wounded in Cuba and awarded
a Medal of Honor for service in the Philip-

pines.

"On the outbreak of the Russian-Japanese
War I was appointed a dispatch bearer, at my
own expense, to the American Legations at

Seoul, Korea, and Peking, China, and as

an unofficial observer accompanied General
Koroki's Japanese Army on the advance
through Korea to the Talu River and after the

battle of the Yalu, while crossing the Gulf of

Pechilli was captured by Russian Torpedo
Boat Destroyers and confined for a brief

period in Port Arthur, after which I visited

the Russian Armies as far north as ^lukden.
"In 1911 I was appointed by Governor Jud-

S021 Harmon of Ohio, Colonel and Chief Signal

Officer of tlie Ohio National Guard and served

as such on the Mexican border during the par-

tial mobilization of that year doing patrol

duty with the Signal Corps, U. S. Army, then
under command of Major Squires the Chief
Signal Officer, now Brigadier General and
Chief Signal Officer, IT. s'l Army.
"On the outbreak of the present European

War I was appointed a special agent of the

Department of State at my own expense and
sailed on the first steamer leaving New York,
reporting at the American Embassies at Paris,

London, and Berlin and at the American Lega-
tions at The Hague and Brussels.

"After the repulse of the German column
under von Kluck before Paris, September 4,

1914, I proceeded via Antwerp to Berlin and
was provided with a German military motor
and anned guard and motored back from Aix-
les-Chapelles through Liege, Namur, and Mons
to Brussels, and subsequently by another mili-

tary motor car'visjted Lovivain and Ghent be-

fore returning to America late in the autumn
of 1914.

"Very respectfully,
" (Signed) Webb C. Hayes,

"Late Lieut. Col. 31st U. S. V. Inf.,

"Late Col. and Chief Signal Officer, Ohio
National Guard."

Colonel Hayes is a trustee of The Ohio State
Archaeological and Historical Society and of
the Western Reserve Historical Society of
Cleveland. He is a member of numerous
patriotic .societies by inheritance and is an
active member by reason of his own military
service of the campaign societies known as
the Society of the Army of Santiago de Cuba,
The Society of the Army for the Invasion of
Porto "Rico, The :\Iilitary Order of the Cara-
boa, The Military Order of iloro Wars, The
Military Order of the Dragon, and The ]\Iedal

of Honor Legion. He is a member of the
Union Club of Cleveland and of the Army and
Navy clubs of Washington, of New Yorli and
of Manila.

Anson H. ]\1iller, late president of the

First National Bank of Fremont, Ohio, was
connected with the banking interests of Fre-
mont for more than a half century. He was
one of the organizers of the First National
when the institution was founded in 1863,

serving as cashier and later became vice presi-

dent and president, occupying the last named
office at the time of his death, which occurred
ilarch 30, 1905. Mr. Miller was born May 2,

1824, at Hinsdale, New Hampshire, and was
the second son of John and Hanna (Bassett)

Miller.

In the year following his birth his parents
moved to Xorwalk, Ohio, and in 1839 settled in

New London To\raship, in Huron County.
Anson H. was educated in the Norwalk Sem-
inary and at Milan Academy, after which he
eagerl3' turned his attention to business. In
1847 he was employed by a lumber firm at

New Orleans, bi;t after about one year's ex-

perience, he returned to New London Town-
ship, where he engaged in farming until 1852.

He became bookkeeper for Dr. William F.

Kittridge, who was then treasurer of the

Toledo, Norwalk & Cleveland Railroad. In
1854 he became cashier for the firm of Birch-

ard and Otis, bankei-s, at Fremont, and be-

came a resident of that city on August 2, 1854,

and remained identified with its many inter-

ests throughout the remainder of his life. His
brother-in-law. Judge Otis, removed to Chi-

cago in 1856, and at that time I\Ir. Miller be-

came a partner, the firm name becoming
Birchard. ^Miller & Company.
As a patriotic move during the general

financial stringency in the third year of the

war for the Union, the private bank of Birch-

ai'd. Miller & Company become the First

National Bank of Fremont, with the following
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first officers: Sardis Birchard, president;

James W. Wilson, vice president; and Anson
H. Miller, cashier. The bank started out with
a paid-up capital of $100,000, and an author-

ized capital of $200,000. This bank was the

fifth national bank organized in the United
States, and through all these succeeding years

it has held its supremacy, owing in large meas-
ure, its unquestioned solvency and its success-

ful business career to the high personal

character of its officers and their cai'eful, con-

servative methods. The fine quarters of the

bank, the solid, substantial building on the

corner of Front and Croghan streets, its ex-

terior appearance being typical of the solidity

of the bank itself, offer quite a contrast to the

small one-storj' building where Mr. ililler first

served as one of its officials fifty years ago.

:\Ir. ililler was married in March, 1854, to

Miss Nancj' J. Otis, a daughter of Joseph and
Nancy B. Otis. They had three daughters:

Mary 0., Fannie B., and Julia E., the former
alone surviving, now the wife of Col. Webb C.

Hayes.

John M. Sherman has been a prominent
factor in Fremont 's banking affairs for over a

quarter of a century and is vice president and
general manager of the First National Bank
of Fremont. He is also treasurer of the Fre-

mont Home Telephone Company.
Mr. Sherman is an Ohio man by birth and

training, comes from that splendid stock that

peopled the old Westei-n Reserve, and further

back his ancestors were prominent in Con-
necticut. Not long ago Mr. Sherman visited

the scenes of his ancestors in Connecticut and
became acquainted with the substantial homes
which they built there in the seventeenth cen-

tury and which have defied time and stress

of circumstances and still typify the sturdy
qualities which dominated those New England
home makers.
The Sherman family from which he is de-

scended came out of England in 1643 and
settled in Connecticut. The fir.st of the name
was Capt. John Sherman, and his four or

five sons became heads of various branches of

the family that have been prominent from
early colonial times down to the present.

Few other American families can rival the

Shermans in the contribution of distinguished

men, statesmen, soldiers, governors, public

officials, judges and lawyers, physicians and
surgeons, university professors and authors,

besides a great many successful manufac-
turers, merchants and farmers. Member.ship

of this old family can now be found in prac-
tically every state of the Union. As a whole
they have proved worthy of their ancestiy
and have been good citizens, faithful to

clnirch and state, and with those qualities of
ambition and character which mean most in

any community.
The grandfather of the Fremont banker

was Justin Sherman, who came to Ohio in

1822. He was born in Connecticut in 178.5,

and died in Huron County, Ohio, August 10,

1865. On coming to Huron County he found
himself in a complete wilderness and under-
took many of the pioneer enterprises of that
section. He built the first frame house in

Huron County in 1823. That house was the

birthplace of his son John G. and his grand-
son John M. Sherman. So far as possible he
made the house after the pattern of New Eng-
land homes, with all their substantial com-
forts, and he transplanted everything he could
from the old New England to the new country
of Northern Ohio, and in that environment
he lived happily all his days. He was a
farmer, a merchant miller, was the first post-

master of his town, had the first store there,

and his home contained the first musical in-

strument. His was the first mill, and through
these various undertakings he became a man
of great usefulness and influence. Justin
Sherman married Senea, daughter of John
Sherman, a distant relative from Roxbury,
Connecticut. They became the parents of

ten children, the oldest and the youngest of

whom died but when a few hours old.

The first white child in Wakeman Town-
ship of Huron County was bom on the Justin
Sherman farm. John G. Sherman, father of

the Fremont banker, was born at the old
homestead in Huron County in 1830. He
married for his first wife Julia Beecher,
daughter of Cyrenus Beecher, of Erie County,
Ohio. She died October 7, 1857, at the age
of twenty-four, leaving one daughter, Flor-

ence. John G. Sherman married for his

second wife Elizabeth Miller, daughter of

John Miller, of New London, Huron County.
They were married November 16, 1858. John
Miller, her father, was bom in Massachusetts,
and came to Ohio as an early settler in Huron
Count}'. He served as .sheriff of the county,
and had an extensive farm under cultivation,

owning a tract of land a mile square. John
G. Sherman continued to live on the old farm
in Huron County until his death in 1893. His
widow passed away in 1907.

In that old home John M. Sherman was
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bom July 29, 1860. He was educated in the

country and village schools and also in the

preparatory department of Oberlin College,

where he remained until 1880. On January 1,

1881, he entered the First National Bank of

New London, Ohio, as collector and janitor.

He had a vision then of becoming a banker
and his success in the line is due to the fact

that he has thoroughly concentrated his time

and efforts upon every duty and detail of the

banking business. He was promoted from his

humble first position to bookkeeper, and in

1884 was made cashier. He remained with

that bank seven years and resigned to come to

Fremont and take the position of general

bookkeeper with the First National Bank. He
has been continuously identified with this

bank since 1891, and in 1892 he was made
assistant cashier, was promoted to cashier in

1903, and in 1910 became vice president and
general manager. He has been a director in

the bank for over a qiiarter of a century.

Mr. Sherman has also acquired many other

interests in Fremont. He is treasurer of the

Price Lumber and Manufacturing Company

;

a director of the Simple Account Sales Book
Company ; a director of the Fremont Savings

Bank ; owns oil lands and valuable real estate,

especially in Fremont, including the Sherman
Block at the corner of State and Front
streets and his beautiful home at 613 Birehard
Avenue. He is a republican in politics, is a

thirty-second degree Scottish Rite IMason, also

a Knight Templar Mason and Shriner and a

member of the Benevolent and Protective

Order of Elks. He and his family are mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Mr. Sherman was married in 1886 to Miss
Jennie Middleworth. She was born in New
London, Ohio, daughter of John Middleworth,

a merchant of that town. Mr. and Mrs. Sher-

man have two children. Helen Louise is the

wife of Raymond Erwin, now chemist for the

National Carbon Company at Fremont. They
have a son, Robert Douglas. John Homer, the

only son of Mr. Sherman, is assistant cashier

of the First National Bank. He married Miss
Mary Williams, formally of Minneapolis, Min-
nesota, and they have three children, named
Richard Benedict, John Miller, Jr., and
Phillip.

Fred Haughton. This is a name that be-

speaks a large relationship with some of the

early families of Lucas County. Mr. Fred
Haughton is a native of Washington Township
and has spent his active career as a farmer and
occupies one of the attractive homesteads

along the Bancroft Street Road in Adams
Township.
His parents were Ferdinand and Alice

(Glann) Haughton. His mother was a daugh-
ter of Henrj' Glann, who settled in Adams
Township as early as 1833, and died there
in 1899. Ferdinand Haughton was born May
7, 1848, a son of John Haughton, who came
from New York State in 1854. After spend-
ing a short time in Lucas County, he moved
on to Fulton County, settling about five miles

southwest of Matamora. That was his home
for nine years, and on selling his farm there

he returned to Lucas County and bought land
on Central Avenue in W^ashington Township.
That thoroughfare was then known as Haugh-
ton Street, five of his brothers having settled

there in the early days and impressed their

character upon the community. The Haugh-
tons secured their land direct from the Gov-
ernment. John Haughton died there in 1871.

Ferdinand Haughton lived at home un-
til he was twenty, and then started out as a

renter in Washington Township. His active

career has been spent as a farmer, and in 1873

he moved to the place now conducted by his

son Fred, and since 1899 has lived retired.

He spends a part of each year in California,

where his wife and a number of his children

are living. The children are : Mrs. Myrta
Boschard ; Fred ; Harry, who lives in the State

of Oregon; Ilah, of California; Nathaniel, in

California; lone Gardner, who lives in Cali-

fornia.

Fred Haughton spent his early life on a

farm, acquired his education in the local

schools, and since his marriage has been con-

ducting the old home place for his father. He
is a man of a great deal of progressiveness

and enterprise, and is managing his land ac-

cording to the best standards of Northwest

Ohio agriculture.

He married Miss Anna Kellogg, daughter of

Joseph G. and Sarah Kellogg. Joseph G. Kel-

logg was born in Lucas County, his father

having come from Connecticut to Northwest

Ohio in IffM. Sarah Kellogg's father was
Helon Norton and her mother was Nancy
(Richardson) Norton, the Nortons also having

been among the early settlers of Lucas County.

Jlr. and I\frs. Fred Haughton and wife have

three children, Helen, Alice and Fred A., Jr.

Frederick B. Shoemaker. It was in keep-

ing with the character of the man that the

late Frederick B. Shoemaker should have

made careful provision during his lifetime

that those broad and beneficent influences
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which he exerted in behalf of all that was best

in the institutional affairs of Toledo should
be continued through his generous bequests

after his death. Many Americans have shown
a remarkable genius for the accumulation of

wealth and the building up of vast and profita-

ble industries. It is a rarer quality when this

wealth has been wisely used and distributed.

In the best sense of the term Frederick B.

Shoemaker was a philanthropist, a lover of

mankind, but his philanthropy was performed
unostentatiously, and it is especially note-

worthy that his gifts to the public made
through his will do not provide for the perpet-

uation of his name in a distinctive institution,

but that they are distributed through well rec-

ognized channels of institutions already in ex-

istence. Thus it is that the Toledo Hospital,

the Old Ladies Home and the Toledo Museum
of Art become the recipients of his benefac-

tions and each of these institutions is perma-
nently enriched and their possibilities of

service vastly broadened not only as a result

of the several funds bequeathed them by his

will, but also by the disinterested service ren-

dered while living.

During his long and active career in To-
ledo, where he died September 25, 1916, Fred-
erick B. Shoemaker was a banker, manufac-
turer, grain merchant, and his name became
significant of all that is best in the commercial
and civic life of the city.

He is of an old and prominent family. On
both sides his ancestors were colonial settlers

in New York State. The first of the name was
Rudolph Shoemaker, who emigrated to Amer-
ica in 1710 and settled in the Mohawk Valley.

His great-great-grandfather, John Jacob Shoe-

maker, was major of the Fourth Battalion of

the Tryon County New York State Troops in

1775, at the beginning of the Revolution. His
grandfather, Robert Shoemaker, was an officer

of New York Troops on the line of the Cana-
dian frontier in the War of 1812. Other mem-
bers of the family have contributed to the

military record, and F. B. Shoemaker himself

was lieutenant of Company C in the One
Hundred and Thirtieth Regiment of Ohio Vol-

unteer Infantry in the Civil war, seeing much
active service in Virginia.

His father was the late Matthew Shoemaker,
whose name is so closely and intimately con-

nected with Toledo's financial history. Mat-
thew Shoemaker, who was bom in Herkimer
County, New York, November 16, 1813, set-

tled in Toledo in 1859. He at once interested

himself in the commerce of the growing city,

and from 1862 until 1868 was engaged in the

foundry and machine shop business. In 1862
he helped to build the first grain elevator of
the D. & M. Railroad in Toledo.

In a peculiar sense the Northern National
Bank of Toledo is almost a monument to the
financial integrity of Matthew Shoemaker.
This bank which was established in 1865 was
largely organized by Matthew Shoemaker,
who became a member of the first board of
directors, and served as its president until
1872. In that year he resigned on account
of ill health, but continued as vice president
and gave much of his time and attention to
the bank for ten years. At the time of his
death in Augiist, 1895, he was still a stock-
holder and director. It is noteworthy that
Frederick B. Shoemaker was a director in that
old and substantial institution for half a cen-
tury. For over thirty years Matthew Shoe-
maker was largely interested in various banks
in Toledo, and for fifteen years was president
of the Merchants and Clerks Savings Bank.
He was at one time a stockholder and director
in the Union Savings Bank.
His great public spirit led him to support

numerous local enterprises. For many years
he was a member of the Toledo Board of
Education. He was an ardent sportsman and
with a few friends organized the Middle Bass
Island Club of which for eighteen years he
was president. His was an honorable and im-
portant place in Toledo's history, and it was
with a fine sense of appropriateness that his

son Frederick, in providing for a large endow-
ment to the Toledo Hospital, gave it in mem-
ory of his father and to be known as "The
Matthew Shoemaker Fund."

Frederick B. Shoemaker, who was born in
Jackson, Michigan, in September, 1845, the
oldest son of Matthew and Catherine B. Shoe-
maker, was fourteen years of age when the
family removed from Dayton to Toledo in

1859. As a boy he attended the Dayton and
Toledo high schools, and also the preparatory
school of Heidelberg College at Tiffin. At the
age of seventeen in 1862 he had his first busi-

ness experience in the foundry and machine
business. He continued that employment un-
til 1866, excepting for the period spent in the
war.

Mr. Shoemaker was a director in the North-
ern National Bank of Toledo from 1867 until

his death, and from 1871 to 1881 was cashier
of the bank, and also served as one of its vice

presidents. In 1881, resigning his executive
place in the bank, he entered the grain busi-

ness, and was one of the foremost grain mer-
chants of the city until 1890. In 1888 he was
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elected president of the Toledo Produce Ex-
change, and held membership in that organ-

ization until his death. At one time he was
president of the Turnbull Wagon Company, a

large and successful manufacturing plant at

Defiance, Ohio. He was also a director in the

Union Savings Bank, The Commercial Bank-
ing Company of Bowling Green, The Produce
Exchange Safe Deposit Company, and in other

Toledo corporations.

There is probably no suburban home around

Toledo better known for the beauty of its sit-

uation and the splendid hospitality which pre-

vailed there for so many years than "Rock
Ledge" where Frederick Shoemaker spent

nearly all his years after coming to Toledo, as

a boy. Rock Ledge is in reality a farm, and
on it the late Mr. Shoemaker was able to exer-

cise and indulge his great fondness for out-

door life. Rock Ledge is beautifully situated

on the east bank of the JIaumee River in

Wood County. It .stands on an eminence

above the river and commands one of the finest

views to be had anywhere along that stream.

It afforded an unending source of pleasure

and wholesome recreation to Mr. Shoemaker.

In his younger days he was an ardent sports-

man with gun and rod, and to the end of his

life kept his membership in the Erie Shooting

Club, the Castalia Trout Stream Company and
the Middle Bass Club. He was also a mem-
ber of the Toledo Club and the Country Club,

and for nearly fifty years was affiliated with

Rubicon Lodge No. 237, Free and Accepted

]\Iasons at Toledo. His membership in patri-

otic societies included Toledo Post, Grand
Army of the Republic, the Society of Colonial

Wars and the Sons of the American Revolu-

tion. Politically he was a republican.

In 1875 Mr. Shoemaker married iliss Kate
Laura, daughter of the late Miles D. Carring-

ton. Mr. and Mrs. Shoemaker spent the win-

ters for several years in Pasadena, California,

and while there in February, 1916, Mrs. Shoe-

maker passed away suddenly. Her death was
a great shock to their many Toledo friends.

It was only a few months later in the same
year that Mr. Shoemaker was called to join

her. Mrs. Shoemaker's father was a promi-

nent grain merchant and one of the early

members of the Toledo Board of Trade. The
Carrington family have long been well known
in Toledo. Mrs. Shoemaker was survived by
her brother, William Carrington, and by two
sisters, all of whom reside in New York City.

Recently when the will of Mr. Shoemaker
was admitted to probate the facts came out

regarding his generous bequests. One block

of property along the west side of Summit
Street including a five-story business build-

ing, was devised to a local trust company and
the income directed to be paid to The Toledo
Hospital, under the name of "The Matthew
Shoemaker Fund. '

' Another property, on the
west side of Superior Street, and containing
a business block, was set aside and provision

made for its income to be divided equally be-

tween the Old Ladies Home and The Toledo
Museum of Art. The portion set aside for the

Old Ladies Home is known as the Catherine
B. Shoemaker Fund, in honor of Mr. Shoe-
maker's mother, and that portion going to

the Museum of Art is known as the Frederick
B. Shoemaker and Kate L. Shoemaker Fund.

Typical of the general esteem in which Mr.
Shoemaker was held in Toledo was the special

expression shown in the words of resolutions

drawn up by the trustees of the Toledo Mu-
seum of Art. The words of this resolution

may be appropriately taken to conclude this

article

:

"For the first time since its organization

eighteen years ago this board is called upon
to sadly record the passing of one of its mem-
bers, and that one Frederick B. Shoemaker,
who by reason of his sympathetic interest,

helpful understanding and his unostentatious

generosity, is one of the associates we are

least able to relinquish.

"Mr. Shoemaker and the estimable and be-

loved wife whose death preceded his but a

few short months, took a deep interest in the

Toledo Museum of Art from the time of its

inception until the very last days of their

lives. Mrs. Shoemaker was a charter member
and Mr. Shoemaker was one of the first trus-

tees, and both were sustaining members. They
gave largely to the fund for the erection of

the building, were generous annual contribu-

tors, enriched the permanent collection with

many gifts of art objects, and gave freely of

their means for the furtherance of many of

the Museum's educational activities. Mr.

Shoemaker took a rare pleasure in the growth,

success and increasing usefulness of the insti-

tution he and his had for so many years be-

friended ; and his beneficences by virtue of his

bequests to be known as the 'Frederick B.

Shoemaker and Kate L. Shoemaker Fund,' will

go on for all time as a memorial to two greatly

revered and miich beloved friends, associates

and citizens.

"Frederick B. Shoemaker will live for ever

in the hearts of a community hungering for

beautv, as the first citizen to bequeath to the
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Museum of Art a fund for the perpetual edu-

cation of the people. It was a most befitting

act with which to close a loug and honorable

career and we are grateful to him on behalf of

the institution his \'ision helped to rear.
'

'

Michael Smith. To be really successful in

life is to do something that most people con-

sider impossible. There are many who fol-

low the regular routine of activities and enjoy

prosperity but the rewards of true success are

to those who undertake something more than
ordinarily difficult, and carry it out without

regard to the cost of personal hardships and
sacrifice.

A number of years ago the locality now
known as Smith's Siding in the northwestern
part of Sylvania Township in Lucas County
was what was called the heart of the cotton-

wood swamps. It was extremely low and wet
land. In fact, so wet was it that a person

could not cross except by jumping from one
log to another. There in the midst of that

uninviting spot Michael Smith secured 160

acres of land. On every hand he received the

most discouraging advice. Many told him that

it was a useless investment, since he would
never be able to make it productive of any-
thing beyond swamp hay or at most miglat

use it as a frog farm. About half an acre

had been cleared on the north side, but other-

wise it was in the same condition it had existed

for centuries. Mr. Smith, while living on a

rented farm, started the work of clearing,

and after getting enough land ready for cul-

tivation he moved to that farm, which is now
one of the most fertile and productive spots

in Lucas County. All the 160 acres are now
cleared and more than fourteen miles of un-
dergroiind drains have been laid, so that every
acre is tillable. In quality of soil there is

not a farm in the county that can surpass it.

"Sir. Smith has also introduced splendid im-

provements in the way of buildings and other-

wise.

When the Toledo and Western Electric

line was built, a siding and station known as

Smith's Siding was placed at the crossroads

at the corner of his farm, and since 1904 he
has conducted a general store there.

^Michael Smith was born north of Tiffin,

Ohio, August 11, 1857, a son of ]\Iathias and
Mary Elizabeth (Fisher') Smith. His par-

ents were born and reared and were married
in the Rhine Province of Germany. They
had three children when they left Gennany
and came to America, locating at Tiffin, Ohio.

In 1876 they settled in Spencer Township of

Lucas County, where their last years were
passed. The father died in 1888 and the
mother in 1894, she having spent her last

years with her son Michael.
Until he was twenty-three Michael Smith

remained at home and gave his father the
benefit of his labors. He then started out for

himself, and worked for wages until he was
twenty-five. In those two years by thrift and
careful economy he saved a capital of about
$200. His next step was to get mai-ried,

and he then rented a place in Sylvania Town-
ship. He lived on his rented farm until 1895,

by which time his present place of 160 acres

had been brought in a fair way of cultivation

and since then he has enjoyed the comforts
and profits of the fai-m which he redeemed
from the swamp.

Besides his operations as a farmer and mer-
chant he also conducts a thre-shing outfit, his

son Edward being a partner in that branch of

the business. His success has naturally given
him a place of confidence among his fellow

citizens, and he is now serving as township
trustee. He favors democratic principles in

politics and is a member of the Catholic

Church.
On February 14, 1882, Mr. Smith married

Catherine Rabb, who was born and reared in

Spencer Township. A brief record of their

fine family of children, all of whom have
grown up on and several were born on the

farm at Smith's Siding, is as follows: ilary,

wife of William Keller, a farmer of Sylvania
Township, and they have two sons ; Catherine

married Jacob Simons, who is a farmer at

Maystone in Essex County, Ontario, across

from Detroit, and has three girls ; Maggie mar-
ried Loyd Dewey, a farmer west of Metamora
in Fulton County, Ohio ; Joseph lives at home

;

Edward is associated with his father and by
his marriage to Miss Bird has one daughter;

the younger children, all at home, are named
Frank, Susan, Hilda, Carrie and Lucile.

C. August Kleis. For many years a resi-

dent of Point Place in Washington Township
of Lucas County, August Kleis has been
closely indentified with farming and with real

estate development in that section. He and
his father before him had been active factors

in the development of that locality as a town
and summer resort district, and deserve much
credit for their accomplishments there.

Mr. Kleis was born in Toledo, a son of the

late August Kleis. His father was bom in

Baden Baden, Germany, and came to the

United States in 1853. A cabinet maker by
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trade, he worked in that line for a number of

years at Toledo, and was long employed as

foreman in a furniture factory there. In 1882
he removed to Point Place, where he bought
fourteen acres of ground. For three years he
continued working at his trade in Toledo, but
then gave up that business to devote all his

attention to farming. He continued his ac-

tive career there until his death in 1900 at the

age of fifty-four. August Kleis Sr. had paid
$2,000 for his land at Point Place, and many
said that he would never get it paid for. Since
then a single building lot was sold for almost
as much as the purchase price. His wife died
in 1916.

The oldest of their children, C. August
Kleis, Jr., received liis education in the Toledo
schools and practically grew up on his father's

farm near Point Place. He farmed for some
years, but is now chiefly concerned in dealing
in real estate and in subdividing and building
operations.

He married Miss Minnie Winters, of Toledo.
They have no children. Mr. Kleis' brothers
and sisters are: Millie, Bertha, Carrie, Fred
and Edward.

In politics Mr. Kleis is an active republican
and has filled several of the minor township
offices. He is a member of the First Reformed
Church, is identified with Toledo Lodge, Free
and Accepted jMasons and with the Foresters,
and is a member of a German Beneficial So-
ciety.

Robert McCasket. Of the names that have
been longest and most influentially identified

with Toledo's commercial affairs, that of the

late Robert McCaskey stands out prominently.
He was a constructive business man, one who
built up and left the impress of his individu-
ality and activities as a permanent asset to

the city.

He was born in Delta, Fulton County, Ohio,

in December, 1837, and represented one of the

pioneer names of that section of the state.

His father, Matthew McCaskey, was the third

man to settle with his family in the county,

and for years was one of the leading figures

in its life and affairs. During the decades of

the '40s and '50s schools were very poor and
inefficient in Fulton County, and Robert Mc-
Caskey consequently had limited advantages

in that way. However the knowledge he ac-

quired in the schools of experience and hard-

ship marked him as a leader throughout his

mature life. His business career in Toledo

began in 1877, though he did not move his
family to the city until 1885.

Robert McCaskey did his greatest work as
a real estate man. His office became known
throughout the state as the most progressive
and enterprising of its kind. Up to 1891 he
was in business under his own name, but from
that date was associated with his son Fred
under the name Robert McCaskey & Son. Mr.
McCaskey early turned his attention to oil

operations and was as successful in that de-
partment as he was in real estate. It was
through his influence and enterprise that
many of the manufacturing industries that
now contribute to Toledo's wealth were in-

duced to locate in the city.

He was not less of a citizen because he was
a striking figure in commercial affairs. He
served as a member of the Board of Directors
and as an appraiser in the Co-operative Build-
ing and Loan Company, was a stockholder in

the Norwood Land Company and a member
of the Fitch Syndicate, besides holding inter-

ests in several local building and loan com-
panies. He owned a large amount of land
both in Southern Michigan and Indiana. Up-
right and honorable in all his dealings, con-
servative yet confident, he was always a
steadying influence in Toledo realty circles,

and enjoyed the friendship and esteem of a
large circle of friends. However, outside of

biisiness and home he formed few social asso-

ciations, though at one time he was a member
of the Masonic Lodge at Napoleon.

In 1864 he married Miss Esther Murphy,
of Napoleon, where they were married. "They
became the parents of two children : Fred E.,

referred to on other pages; and Mrs. T. B.
Allen of Toledo.

The sudden death of Robert McCaskey was
regarded. as a calamity in Toledo for he was
taken away when still enjoying the promise
of further extended usefulness, April 29, 1898.

Fred Eugene McCaskey. Though death
came early and prematurely to Fred Eugene
McCaskey, he had in the space of less than
thirty-five years attained a position of prom-
inence both as a business man and citizen of

Toledo. He was a son of the late Robert E.
and Esther (Murphy) McCaskey, reference to

whom is made on other pages of this publica-

tion.

Born in Napoleon, Henry County, Ohio,

September 16, 1871, Fred Eugene McCaskey
grew to manhood amid the surroundings of

an ideal home. The public schools of Napoleon
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gave him their instruction until he was four-

teen, at which time the family removed to

Toledo, and he continued his education there

until graduating from the Central High
School with the class of 1891. A few days
after his graduation he w-as in his father's

real estate office helping to carry on the busi-

ness. After six months as a clerk, during
which time he had familiarized himself with

the various details, he was admitted as a part-

ner, and the firm name changed to Robert Mc-
Caskey & Son. A few years sufficed to give

young McCaskey a position of prominence in

Toledo, and there was no man more highly

esteemed on account of his integrity, ability

and honesty. For a number of years all his

best energies were devoted to managing the

numerous real estate, insurance and loan

branches of the firm, and he himself was a

factor in originating and establishing new
lines of enterprise for the company. He
also served as manager in Toledo for the

Waterville Cement Post and Stone Company.
Politically a republican, he exercised a fine

independence in local matters and voted for

the man he thought best fitted for office. His
death, like that of his father, came suddenly
and was a great shock to his family and many
friends. While canoeing on the river near

Walbridge Park on the evening of September
28, 1904. he was suddenly thrown into the

water and before assistance could be sum-
moned was drowned.

His home life was ideal, and he exemplified

the best virtues of a husband and father. His
time was divided between his business and his

home, and he spent little on lodges, clubs and
social orders. On February 15. 1893. he mar-
ried Miss Marietta Allen, member of a promi-

nent Toledo family who are referred to on

other pages under the name T. B. Allen, Mrs.

McCaskey 's brother. Mrs. McCaskey is a

promiment member of the Daughters of the

American Revolution, her ancestors having
played a valiant part in that struggle for inde-

pendence. Two children were born to Mr.

McCaskey and wife, Robert Allen and Ruth
Allen McCaskey, both of whom were liberally

educated in the public and private schools of

Toledo and the daughter is now pursuing ad-

vanced studies in Mt. Vernon Seminary,
Washington, D. C. The son, Robert Allen, is

pursuing a business career.

John Wesley Fov71,er, attorney of Toledo,

Ohio, is a son of John A. Fowler and Emma
(Cable) Fowler and a grandson of Allen

Fowler and Sarah Graham Fowler of Scotch,
English and Welsh descent.

Mr. Fowler was born on a farm in Riga
Township, Lenawee County, Michigan, on
August 1, 1885. He attended the common
schools of Riga Township Until the family
moved to Lucas County, Ohio, when Mr. Fow-
ler was ten years of age. He then attended
the schools of Springfield Township, Lucas
County, Ohio, graduating in the high school
of that township in 1903. After teaching
school for a short time he entered the Toledo
High School where he was graduated in 1906.

He matriculated in The University of Michi-
gan in 1906 where he pursiied an Arts Course
for a period of two years. Then he tempo-
rarily dropped his university course to engage
in general contracting and building which he
followed for a period of three years and then
resumed his studies at Ann Arbor in the law
department from which he received his LL. B.
in 1914.

In the fall of 1914 he took up the practice

of law in the Messinger Building at the cor-

ner of Summit and Cherry streets. He prac-

ticed there for about a year under a

partnership arrangement with Clair B.

Hughes, under the firm name of Fowler &
Hughes, the latter being a classmate. This

partnership having been later dissolved, Mr.
Fowler has since practiced with offices in the

Spitzer Building.

John A. Fowler, father of John W. Fowler,

is a native of Western Pennsylvania, having
been born in Clarion County July 1.

1847. As a young man he engaged in the oil

business, the oil boom being on in Pennsyl-

vania at that time. He later went West where
he married Emma Cable of Lucas County,

Ohio, and since that time has followed general

contracting and farming. To IMr. Fowler and

wife were born six children. Rose Ella, de-

ceased: Samuel. William. Otto, John W. and

Lulu Fowler Krepleever.

John W. Fowler is an active member of

The Lucas County Bar Association. The To-

ledo Commerce Club, The Northern Light No.

40, Free and Accepted Masons, of Maumee,
Ohio. The Waterville No. 566, Independent

Order of Odd Fellows, and The Hermitage of

the University of Michigan.

Mr. Fowler is very fond of outdoor sports

and finds much pleasure in horseback riding,

and also delights in long countrv hikes.

On August 30, 1916, he married Marian L.

Hickox of Toledo, Ohio, daughter of Edward
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Piatt Hickox and Emelyn Colton Hickox, both

being descendants of old New England fami-

lies, the Coltons having settled in Long
Meadow, Massachusetts, near Springfield.

Mrs. Fowler was educated in the Toledo

public schools arfd took her A. B. degree from
Wells College in 1913.

Edwin L. Borton has for the greater part

of his life been identified with one of the in-

teresting rural sections of Lucas County,

Point Place in Washington Township. In

recent years he has had much to do with the

subdivision and development of that as a sub-

urban property contiguous to the Toledo

metropolitan "district. He was formerly ac-

tive as a farmer, and altogether has many in-

teresting associations with this section of

Northwest Ohio.

He was born near Riverside in Burlington

County, New Jersey, August 18, 1855, a son

of Bethuel and Caroline (Stockton) Borton.

His ancestry on both sides goes back to early

colonial days. His mother Caroline Stockton

was connected with the same family to which
Commodore Stockton, one of the gallant com-
manders of the United States navy in the

earl.y years of the last century, belonged. In
the paternal line one of Mr. Borton 's ances-

tors was a colonel in Washington's army in

the Revolutionaiy war.

The first of the Borton family to come to

Ohio were five brothers, John, Job, Nathaniel,

Samuel and Benjamin, who arrived in 1836.

These five brothers were uncles of Bethuel
Borton. These brothers and their mother
drove all the way from Philadelphia with
wagons and teams, and settled in Fulton and
Williams counties. John was one of the

pioneer refiners of peppermint oil. On one
trip he took a load of this oil to Philadelphia
in a wagon, and on arriving there was paid
$5.00 a pound for his product.

Bethuel Borton brought his family west in

1856, arriving in Toledo on the 16th of Febru-
ary in that year. He soon located at Point
Place in Washington Township. That was
then a wilderness section of Lucas County,
and woods and swamps made up a landscape
very different from its present appearance.
Bethuel acquired several tracts of land there,

seventy-one acres in all, and began its clearing
and cultivation. His market was Toledo. In
going to that town it was necessary to drive
along the Bay shore as far as Mud Creek, and
thence follow that stream up to the crossing
into Toledo. Mr. Edwin L. Borton remembers

several of those trips when a boy. On the

homeward journey he would usually get out
and pilot the wagon and team by the aid of a

lantern. It was necessary to do this in order
that his father might see the way to drive be-

tween the trees which hemmed in the road on
both sides. Bethuel Borton and wife had the

following children: Henry, who died in in-

fancy; Louise, who died at the age of eight-

een ; Edwin L. ; Marj' Ellen, Mrs. Jacob Carr
of White Fish, Montana; Sallie, Mrs. James
Barrow of Toledo; Frank, a resident of Bay
City, Jlichigan, and Ollie, who died in in-

fancy. The father of this family died in 1912
when about eighty-two years of age, and the

mother passed away in 190-1. Bethuel Borton
was a man of considerable influence and
prominence in the early affairs of his section

of Lucas County. A man of excellent judg-
ment and of absolute integrity he was fre-

quently called upon to adjudicate disputes
between his neighbors, and his decision was
always final.

Mr. Edwin L. Borton grew up in Lucas
County and received his early education in

its country schools, married Catherine Ely,
daughter of John Ely, of Fulton County,
where she was reared. The Ely family were
early settlers in Fulton County, having lo-

cated there in 1836 from Pennsylvania. Mr.
and Mrs. Borton have the following children

:

I\Iaggie, who married Howard Canby, an em-
ploj'e of the Traction Companj' at Lorain, has
two children named Edwin and Robert; Ed-
win C, who lives at Point Place, married
Mabel Brumley and has a son named Edwin
Eugene.
While Mr. Borton 's father was an active

member of the Masonic Lodge the son has
never taken up any secret fraternal affilia-

tions. He follows his father's example in

politics, being a republican. The family were
reared in the Friends Church and Mr. Borton
favors that faith still, while his wife is a

Methodist.

After his marriage Mr. Borton started out

for himself as a renter on farms near Point
Place. He rented several different places, and
lived on the Faj^ette place for thirteen years.

In 1895 he removed to his present location, a
part of his father's first purchase. There he

owned and operated twenty acres, but in 1916

he had this land subdivided and it is now be-

ing sold as lots of a very popular subdivision.

For years ]\Ir. Borton carried on a successful

business there as a farmer and gardener. As
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soon as his land is sold he intends to retain

only his private home and retire from active

business.

William Clifton Carr. A banker by pro-

fession and by experience, William Clifton

Carr is one of the very fortunate and very
efficient men of Toledo. His business connec-

tions are well known in that city, and the fact

that his ability and industry have put him at

the age of forty into the oiSce of first vice

president of the strongest bank in Northwest-
ern Ohio is a distinction such as might well

satisfy the ambition of any man.
Born in Toledo August 18, 1873, he is a

son of Spencer D. and Martha Louise (Rich-

ards) Carr. His family has long been well

known in banking circles at Toledo, where his

father is now president of the National Bank
of Commerce, and on other pages will be found
more extended reference to his career. Wil-
liam C. Carr possesses much of the financial

judgment and ability of his honored father

and has brought to his profession a sound ex-

perience and painstaking care in the perform-
ance of his dut.y.

He was educated in the public schools of

Toledo and in 1892 was graduated from the

Toledo High School and the :Manual Train-
ing School. In October following his gradu-
ation he started as a messenger boy in the

Second National Bank and has been steadily

with this institution in all its remarkable
growth and development for more than twen-
ty-four years. He has occupied every
position successively, was made assistant cash-

ier and on January 10, 1905, was made
cashier, and still later was elevated to the post

of first vice president. Thus his entire busi-

ness career has been worked out in one insti-

tution, and it has been strictly on the basis

of merit that he has achieved this enviable
status in the financial circles of Northwest
Ohio.

The Second National Bank stands for all

that is strong and enduring in the business
integrity of Toledo. It has a capital of

$1,000,000 and a surplus of similar amount,
while its total resotirces shown by a recent

statement total over $15,000,000. M. W.
Young is president, T. W. Childs is the sec-

ond vice president, while C. W. Cole is cashier.

The new home of the Second National Bank,
twenty-one stories in heicrht, was tlirown open
for public inspection on Saturdav night. Octo-
ber 11, 1913. By actual count more than 2,000
visitors pas.sed through the ornamental doors

of the main floor, which is entirely occupied
by the Second National Bank. This fine bank
and office building towers above all others in

Toledo, and is located in the very heart of the

business district, and the bank itself is the
heart of the financial resoiirces of the city.

The building is the highest structure of its

kind in Northwest Ohio, and is located at the
corner of Summit Street and Madison Ave-
nue. The old bank building was located on
Madison Avenue.

Mr. Carr is also vice president and a direc-

tor of The People's Savings Association, is

director and treasurer of The Toledo Bread
Company, director and treasurer of The Fifty
Associate Company, director of The Toledo
Factories Building Company, and director
and president of The Allen Manufacturing
Company.
He was for two and a half years president

of the Business Men's Club when that organi-
zation was started, and is now active in its

successor, The Toledo Commerce Club. He is

a republican in politics, a member of Sanford
L. Collins Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons,
of the Toledo Club, the Country Club, the
Inverness Club, the Toledo Yacht Club, is a
member and elder in the Collingwood Avenue
Presbvterian Church.
At Bowling Green, Ohio, July 18, 1899, he

married ]Miss Cora Elizabeth Crim, daugh-
ter of Rev. J. Jl. Crim. Her grandfather.
Rev. Jacob Biddle, was one of the first circuit

rider preachers in Ohio and spent many years
traveling horseback and carrying the message
of the Gospel from town to town and settle-

ment to settlement. Mr. and Mrs. Carr are
the parents of six children : Robert Spencer,
aged seventeen ; Richard Clarence, aged fif-

teen ; William Paul, aged thirteen ; Elizabeth,

aged eleven ; Rachel, aged nine ; and Louise,

aged four.

Capt. Clayton W. Everett. The recent

death of Captain Everett, though he was past
seventy at the time, left an unfilled vacancy
in the Toledo bar and in the ranks of good
citizenship. The following sketch of his

career serves to adorn the pages of a publica-

tion on Northwest Ohio in which so many no-

table personal it irs of thr ]iast ai'c given some
credit for thcii- iii-liicvi'iiicnts ami influence.

He was born n.'ai' ( Ji-aiivilh'. Ohio, April 11.

1844. His father, Israel, was a son of Samuel
Everett of Torrington, Connecticut. Samuel
Everett emigrated to Granville, Ohio, in 1805,

making the journey with an ox team and
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bringing with him '

' a small town libran- and
the blade of a sawmill." A rosebush brought
along on this tedious journey was still bloom-

ing (1915) in the yard of the first frame house

erected at Granville—probably the house was
built of lumber sawed out by this

'

' blade of a

sawmill '

' and it probably made a home for the
'

' small town library.
'

'

The Everett family from which Captain
Everett sprang came originally from County
Essex, England, to "Watertown, Massachusetts,

in 1636 and includes in its numbers the names
of the illustrious Edward Everett and Edward
Everett Hale.

Clayton W. Everett lived on his father's

farm where he was born until his enlistment

at its formation, September 8, 1861. in Com-
pany H, Forty-ninth Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

This companv formed a part of the regiment

of which William H. Gibson of Tiffin was the

colonel. The boy was only seventeen years of

age when he enlisted. He was soon made first

sergeant and later captain. He was honor-

ably discharged April 10, 1863, for wounds
received in battle. He participated in the bat-

tles of Shiloh, April 6 and 7, 1862 ; Corinth,

October 3 and 4, 1862; Lawrenceburg, Ken-
tucky, October 9, 1862 ; and Stone River, Ten-
nessee, December 31, 1862, and January 2,

1863. It was in the battle of Stone River,

where he commanded a battalion when only

nineteen years of age, that he lost his left arm
at the shoulder.

In 1864 he entered the Ohio Wesleyan Uni-

versity at Delaware and was graduated with
honor in 1868. In 1870 he married Jennie ]\I.

Allen of Delaware, Ohio, who was also de-

scended from a long line of revolutionary char-

acters including Ethan Allen of Ticonderoga
fame. Her father was Horace Allen, who
came to the region of Columbus from Vermont
in 1812.

Captain Everett came to Toledo in 1868
and began the study of law in the office of

Haines & Price, afterwards forming a part-

nership with Judge William F. Lockwood.
After the death of Judge Lockwood he con-

tinued the practice of law by himself, having
his office in the old Yeager Block until the

erection of the Valentine Building, when he
moved his office to that location and remained
there until his death in 1915.

As an attorney he was early interested in

the collection of the vast mass of back taxes

due the City of Toledo owing to the great

expense of raising the streets of the city to a

uniform level—in manj^ cases bringing the

street up to the second stories of the houses.
This work caused him to specialize on the sub-
ject of real estate law, in which he became
a notable expert, so that all real estate litiga-

tion of consequence in this region came to him
either directly or indirectly. One of his great-

est triumphs was his success in bringing to a
favorable decision before the Supreme Court
of the United States just prior to his last ill-

ness, the famous Anderson-Messenger suit,

involving extensive property holdings in the
down town portion of Toledo.

He never held public office other than that
of prosecuting attorney for one term, though
he was often urged to allow his name to be
proposed for the bench. He several times
refused to run for the position of mayor, for

which office he had backing of a large con-

stituency. He did his full political duty other-

wise, however, and took an active part in the
early campaigns, in which he was an effective

As a lawyer he was rao.st highly respected
by his legal associates. His mind served him
so well that he was able to see the point in a

legal question with unusual promptness and
he was noted for going directly to the point

—

often to the gi'eat confusion of associates less

well grounded in the law and possessing less

keen powers of penetration. A certain quaint
bluntness that would have endeared him to

such a man as Abraham Lincoln served to give

him an enviable reputation among his friends,

and this was accentuated by his lovable char-

acteristics as a man. Indeed, he had a very
large following among the humble and the

distressed because of this very quality, for

however blunt and brusque he might be with
the pompous and those great in their own esti-

mation, to the widow, the orphan and the hum-
ble seeker after justice he was kindness per-

sonified. ]\Iany a time he refused to take a

ease when he considered the cause was not a

just one, so that his very espousal of a cause

was ample proof to the Bench that it was a

strong one.

Although deprived of one arm Captain
Everett was well known as an enthusiastic

horseman. He usually drove a spirited young
horse, seeming to take such risks that it was
frequently predicted he would come to grief

from this pastime. However, he seemed to

have some power of mental control over these

spirited animals and could do more in the way
of controlling them than most men with two
hands.

His health began to fail during the last few
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years of his life, but he kept at his office long
after he should have been quietly resting at

home. He died January 12, 1915, at the resi-

dence of his son-in-law Edward F. Rowley,
3236 Collingwood Avenue, Toledo. He was in

the active practice of law in Toledo over forty-

five .vears. Besides his widow he left 1,wo

daughters, Mrs. Frederick J. Flagg, now of

Phoenix, Arizona, and Mrs. E. F. Rowlev of

Toledo.

Hon. Horace Newton Allen. Among the

citizens of Toledo who have won distinction by
service of national or international value there

is one whose career has been very intimately

and conspicuously associated with that unfor-

tunate and now dependent empire of Korea.

This is Dr. Horace Newton Allen, who was the

last ambassador of the United States to the

Korean government and who is an acknowl-

edged authority on the people and affairs of

that ancient kingdom.
By profession he is a physician, and it was

as a medical missionary that he first came into

close touch with the people of Korea, whom he

served so long and intelligently. Doctor Allen

has been a resident of Toledo since 1906, his

home being at 2248 Parkwood Avenue.
Horace Newton Allen was born in Delaware,

Ohio, April 23, 1858, being the son of Ohio

pioneers, Horace Allen and Jane (Riley)

Allen. Ethan Allen, the hero of Ticonderoga,

was his grand-uncle, while his Grandfather

Riley also fought in the War of the Revolution.

Doctor Allen graduated from the Ohio Wes-
leyan University at Delaware in 1881, and in

1883 obtained the medical doctor degree from

the IMiami Medical College. He married

Frances Ann Messenger, who was also gradu-

ated from the Ohio Wesleyan University in

1881. She is a descendant of the Messengers

who emigrated from England to Connecticut

in 1630 and included several revolutionary

heroes in their numbers.
Soon after his graduation in medicine and

immediately upon his marriage, having been

appointed medical missionary of the Presby-

terian Church, Doctor and Urn Allen went to

China. They lived at Nanking and Shanghai,

being at the latter city when it was attacked

by the French in 1884 "and being obliged to flee

for refuge on the night that their first son was
torn.

Korea having just been opened by treaty.

Doctor Allen went to Seoul and secured en-

trance to the country under appointment as

physician to the American Legation. Jlis-sion-

aries were not then allowed to reside in Korea.
Arriving in Seoul September 20, 1884, he was
present during the emeute of December of that
year when the Chinese drove the Japanese
from the land. By surgical means he saved
the life of the important personage, Prince
Min Yong Ik, as well as the lives of numbers
of Chinese and natives. For this work, be-
sides other emoluments, he was given a hos-
pital and equipment by the government and
was made court physician. He was also ap-
pointed by the British, Japanese and Chinese
governments as medical officer to their respect-
ive legations.

His intimate relations with the royal family
as court physician led to his becoming the
unofficial adviser to the Korean government.
In this capacity he took an embassy of twelve
natives to Washington in 1888-89 and estab-

lished a legation there in tl^e face of most
strenuous opposition from the Chinese gov-
ernment, as the object of this establishment
was to demonstrate the complete independence
of Korea from China. Yuan Shi Kai, the
present (1916) Emperor of China and then
Chinese minister to Korea, led in this opposi-

tion, but it did not sever the ten years' inti-

macy of the two, even though the mission was
entirely successful in its object.

In 1890 Doctor Allen was appointed secre-

tary of the American Legation in Korea, and
he was charge d'affaires for a j^ear in 1893-4.

While secretary of legation he took a com-
mission and an exhibit to the Columbian Exhi-
bition at Chicago in 1893. In 1897 President
McKinley promoted him, without leaving his

post, to be minister resident and consul gen-

eral, and in 1901 he was promoted to be envoy
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary to

the Korean Court. He was also envoy of the

LTnited States Government to the Korean coro-

nation in 1902, and was twice decorated by the

Korean emperor. He left Korea in July, 1905,

at the close of the Japan-Russian war, the lega-

tion being soon after reduced to the grade of

a consulate general under Japan.
Doctor Allen was actively connected with

the Korean government for twenty-one years,

or practicall.v the entire period of the coun-

try's independence—in securing which inde-

pendence he had played an important part.

He was present during three wars—the con-

flict between China and Japan in 1884 as well

as the great war between these two powers for

the possession of Korea in 1894, and the war
between Russia and Japan for the same pur-

pose in 1904-05. For sympathy and aid dur-
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ing these times of trial he was given the high-

est honors and decorations the little kingdom
had to bestow.

Owing to the unique position of trust and
influence he held with the royal family and
the ruling classes he was able to so promote

American interests that they were paramount
in Korea prior to the taking over of the coun-

try by the Japanese as the result of their

success in the war with Russia. Thus it was
that Americans built the first steam and elec-

tric railways as well as electric lighting and
power plants. The fine water works system

for the capital was built and operated by
Americans, who also built the first real wagon
roads in Korea. Americans opened up and
continue to operate the rich gold and copper

mines of the country, while American kero-

sene was (and is) the illuminant'of the people

and general imports of merchandise from

America made a most creditable showing. In

each case these several enterprises were

founded upon and made possible by conces-

sions obtained by Doctor Allen from the

Korean government—often in the face of

strenuous opposition from rival nations.

As an author Doctor Allen has written

entertainingly and instructively several books

with special reference to his experiences in

this eastern kingdom. These include : Korean
Tales, 1889 ; A Chronolog^^ of Korea 's Foreign

Relations, published 1900 and supplement
published in 1903; Korea, Fact and Fancy,

1904, and Things Korean, 1908. He has pub-

lished serious articles in the North American
Review and other publications, and has deliv-

ered well paid lectures before scientific bQdies

in several of the larger cities and universities

of the United States.

In 1911 tlie Oliio Wesleyan University hon-

ored Doctor Allen with the degree doctor of

laws. He is a member of the Phi Beta Kappa,
of the Authors Club at London, and in his

home city is a member of the Toledo Club, the

Country Club and the Commerce Club. He
is president of Anthony Wayne Chapter, Sons
of American Revolution.

Doctor and Jlrs. Allen have two children,

Horace Ethan, born in Shanghai, and Maurice,

born in Seoul, Korea. They both graduated
at St. John's Military Academy at Manlius,
New York, and after a year of study in

Switzerland graduated in 1908 from the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology. Maurice
also graduated in 1911 from the Ann Arbor
Law School. Horace married Lydia, daugh-
ter of 0. S. Brumback of Toledo and is

engaged in the practice of his profession of

mechanical engineering. Maurice married
Mildred, only daughter of Barton Smith of

Toledo, and engaged in the practice of law
with Mr. Barton Smith.

Louis St. jVL\rie is an old and well known
citizen of Marblehead in Ottawa County,
where he has been closely identified with busi-

ness affairs and where he has performed a full

share of the services required of a public
spirited citizen.

Born at Marblehead December 13, 1868, he
grew up on his father's fann in that locality,

and as a youth learned the carpenter's trade.

After finLshing liis apprenticeship he traveled

as a journeyman workman throughout the

West for a year or two and after his marriage
was again in the West for some time.

In 1892 Mr. St. Marie identified himself
with the life saving service of the Federal
Government at Marblehead Station, and was
one of the fearless and courageous men in the
crew at Marblehead for six years. He left in

1898, and in that year engaged in the mercan-
tile business at Marblehead, which he con-
ducted for nine years. Since 1907 he has
been largely retired from active business,

though his property interests require his gen-
eral attention. He is now president of the
Marblehead Bank Company, which was organ-
ized in 1907 and ilr. St. Marie has been its

president since its organization. Recently he
invested some capital in carp fishing and has
some good grounds at Bay Point. He is now
filling the office of clerk of Danbury Town-
ship, and he was first elected to that office in

1898. He has also served on the Marblehead
Council several times. He is a democrat, a
member of the Catholic Church, of the
Knights of Columbus and the Catholic
Knights of Ohio.

His parents were Octave and Anatalie
(^Mairleau) St. Marie, and both were born and
reared at La Prairie not far from the City of
Quebec, Canada. They were married there
and about 1865 came to Ohio, settling at Mar-
blehead in Ottawa County. Here the father
entered the service of David Alexander for
whom he worked until he bought some land
owned by Mr. Alexander and then began
farming independently. He continued ac-
tively as a farmer until 1910, when he retired
and moved to Marblehead, where he died in
1911. His wife passed away in 1882. Their
children were Ephraim who was born in Can-
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ada and died at Denver, Colorado, in 1888.

Mary, who died in infancy; Louis; Victoria,

who died in 1897 ; Clotilda, now Mrs. Joseph
Johnson of Jerome, Arizona; Louise, wife of

John E. Brunner, superintendent for the

Kelley Island Lime Company at White Rock,
and Elizabeth who died in 1882.

Louis St. Marie married jVIiss Anna
Knoerle, of Marblehead, who died in 1896.

Their children are : Raymond Martin, em-
ployed by the Warner Manufacturing Com-
pany at Toledo, who by his marriage to Gertie

Sherer has a son, Louis; and Edith Anna
living at home. Mr. St. Marie married in

1898 Rosanna A. Ward, of Marblehead and
they have become the parents of Eugene
Maurice, Clarence James and Genevieve, who
are still at home.

William Grossman Chapman, M. D. At
the time of his death. May 29, 1910, Dr. Wil-
liam C. Chapman was one of the oldest prac-

ticing physicians in Toledo. He had been a
member of the profession there for nearly

forty years, and his general standing lioth

locally and over the state is sufficiently indi-

cated by the fact that at one time he was
president of the Ohio State Medical Society.

Memliprs of two successive generations of

the Cli;i]iiM;m family have practiced medicine,

the lati' hr. William C. Chapman and his son,

Dr. Giorgr L. Cliapman of Toledo.

A native of Cincinnati William Grossman
Chapman was born August 15, 1840, and was
.seventy- years of age when he died. His
father was W. B. Chapman, Ph. G., while the

mother was Margaret (Grossman ) Chapman,
a daughter of a leadiiig member of the Society

of Friends in ( 'iiicinnati.

Doctor ('ha|iiiian was reared in Cincinnati,

attended the public schools, and also titted for

college in the private school of Charles E.

Matthews of that city. At the age of eighteen

he took up the profession and business of phar-

macy under the instruction of his father, who
at that time conducted one of the leading

stores in that line at Cincinnati. In 1861 the

late Doctor Chapman took up the study of

medicine as a profession, and completed a par-

tial course of lectures in the Medical College

of Ohio, and subsequently continued his stud-

ies under the preceptorship of Drs. William
Clendenin and William H. Mussey. On ac-

count of demands .of business he had to give

up his medical studies for a time, but they

were resumed in 1871, and in the spring of

1873 he graduated doctor of medicine from
Miami Medical College of Cincinnati.
With his professional career before him, he

chose Toledo as the scene of his endeavors,
and at once established his home and opened
his office in this city. Almost from the first

he enjoyed a successful practice both in medi-
cine and surgery and in the course of years he
attended a clientage that could not have been
otherwise than gratifying to his professional
pride.

Most of his public service was rendered
through his profession. He was a member of
the Toledo Board of Health for several years,
also a member of the State Board of Health at
one time, and his many accomplishments as a
physician led to his election as president of
the Ohio Medical Society. During the last six
years of his life he was not in active practice
beyond attending to an office clientage, largely
made up of a number of patients who had
come to rely upon his services and would not
allow him to retire altogether.

One of the former business concerns of
Toledo was The Chapman Hardware Com-
pany, and Doctor Chapman supplied much of
the capital of that organization. Its store was
first located on Adams Street, and later on
Superior and Huron streets, and it was one
of the prosperous concerns in its day. A num-
ber of years ago Doctor Chapman sold his
interest in the company.

In January, 1901, he organized The Toledo
Pharmacal Company. In 1904 it was incor-

porated, and Doctor Chapman was president
and treasurer of the corporation until his

death. Since then the officers of the company
have been: Frank H. Chapman, president;
Mrs. Harriet Chapman was vice president up
to the time of her death ; Howard V. Chapman,
secretary; and William B. Chapman, who is

the active head of the concern and its treasurer
and general manager.

Doctor Cliapman was a member and elder of
the Wrstniiiisfrr I'lvsbytn-ian Church, and
was cldscly associated witli his wife in many
philanlhropifs. lie was a strong republican,
though never aspiring to office, and was de-
voted to home and profession, being little

known in clubs or lodges. He had traveled
extensively and was a man of wide informa-
tion.

Doctor Chapman's home life was ideal. On
September 3, 186.3, he married :Miss Ilan-iet
Mitchell, a daughter of Jethro :\Iitcliell of Cin-
cinnati, Ohio, and a sister of the late J. G.
Mitchell, lumberman qnd banker, who died in
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1915. Mrs. Cliapuiau was born iu Ciuciuuati

December 29, 1843, aud died at her home iu

Toledo January 29, 1916. She was especially

well known for her extensive and active

philanthropies. Until the time of her death

she was vice president of The Toledo Phar-

macal Company, and she employed her per-

sonal means liberally in behalf of local

institutions. She served on several committees

with the old Toledo Young Women's Christian

Association, then located on Erie Street, aud
took a prominent part iu the campaign for

raising funds to build the new Young
Women's Christian Association which Toledo

has today. Until three years before her death

she continued her church work with unabated

zeal and energy. She was a member of the

Westminster Presbyterian Chui'ch as long as

it was in exi.steuce, and then became identified

with the CoUingwood Presbyterian Church
from its beginning. She served as a trustee of

the Young Women's Christian Association

until her death.

Doctor and Mrs. Chapman are survived by
five sons. Harry M., the oldest, is connected

with Armour & Company of Chicago. Prank
H., president of The Toledo Pharmacal Com-
pany, has his chief business connection with

The Yost Electric Manufaetiiring Company of

Toledo. Dr. George L. is the only one of the

sons to follow his father in the medical pro-

fession. William B. is treasurer and general

manager and Howard V. is secretary of The
Toledo Pharmacal Company.

Hon. Edwin J. Lynch. Though he began
law practice at Toledo only five years ago, the

honors of his profession and of political life

have already marked Edwin J. Lynch as one

of the prominent men in his section of the

state. Mr. Lynch was formerly a member of

the law firm of Ragan & Lynch, and is now a

member of the Ohio Senate from the Thirty-

fourth District.

He was born at Toledo May 1, 1887, a son of

John E. and Julia C. (Stack) Lynch. His
mother was bom in Toledo and his father in

Crestline, Ohio, and they were married in

Toledo. John E. Lynch came to Toledo in

1883 and since that year has been a successful

groceryman and has been continuously in busi-

ness at one location, the corner of City Park
Avenue and Indiana Avenue. He occupies an
honorable position in the mercantile affairs of

the city, and he and his wife have reared a

family of four stalwart sons. Edwin being the

oldest. John T., who is clerk in the tax office

at the Toledo courthouse, married Nella Vau-
Aarle of Toledo, Ohio. Walter F. is clerk for

The Barrett Co. of East Toledo. Robert J.

is assisting his father in the store. All the
sons were born and educated at Toledo.
Edwin J. Lynch graduated in 1900 from

St. Patrick's Academy of Toledo, later at-

tended the old Central High School and for

his profes.sional education attended the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame at South Bend, Indiana,
where he was graduated bachelor of laws from
the law department in 1910. Mr. Lynch was
admitted to the Indiana bar in October of that

year and to the Oliio bar December 20, 1910.

On January 1, 1911, he began the practice of

law with Paul Ragan at Toledo under the

name Ragan & Lynch. This partnership ex-

isted until August, 1915, since which time Mr.
Lynch has practiced alone.

A loyal and enthusiastic democrat, Edwin J.

Lynch first became prominent iu politics in the

primaries of August, 1914, as candidate for

State Senator from the Thirty-fourth Dis-

trict. He was elected in November, 1914, for

a term of two years and has capably repre-

sented his district iu the recent legislature.

In August, 1915, Mr. Lynch was appointed
assistant prosecuting attorney of Lucas
County, and he is now giving most of his time
to the duties of that position.

Mr. Lynch is a member of the Knights of

Columbus, the Knights of Equity, the Lucas
County Bar Association, the Toledo Commerce
Club, "the Toledo Lodge of the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks, and he makes his

home with his parents. He is an athletic

young man, and while in high school and
college he somewhat distinguished himself on
the football gridiron, having been a member
of the Notre Dame team for three years.

Hon. William E. Bense. Ottawa County
possessed no more vigorous and upstanding
business man, financier, and public spirited

citizen than the late William E. Bense, who
after an illness of many months died iu a

Toledo hospital July 15, 1911. He was a man
of affairs in the best sense of that phrase, and
had a character as well as an ability at action

which gained him the thorough confidence of

all who had dealings or associations with him.

He was a man of high ideals, a student and a

thinker, was absolutely honest and absolutely

fearless, and in his work as a legislator was
independent of party when his convictions as

to the public good were at stake. He was in-

deed the captain and master of his soul.
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Though nearly all his life was spent in Ot-

tawa County, William E. Bense was born in

Brunswick, Gei'many, January 21, 184:9. Some
years before, in 1842, his father had come to

America, but soon went back to Germany
and was married. In 1848 the German revo-

lution broke out and he again came to Amer-
ica with several other high spirited Germans
who settled on farms near Elmore in Harris

Township of Ottawa County, lu 1850 Wil-

liam E. Bense, then about a year old, came
over witli his mother and joined the husband
and father in Ottawa County. William E.

Bense in 1855 went back to Prussia with his

mother, who, however, remained only a short

time, leaving her son and daughter to be edu-

cated in the home of their grandmother. Then
at the age of fifteen William E. Bense came
back to America and thenceforward was a
permanent resident of Ohio. For a year or

two he worked on a farm, then made a trip

tlu-ough the West, and on returning to Oak
Harbor engaged in bridge contracting. When
he was quite young he became identified with
public affairs, was elected a justice of the

peace in Salem Township, and served two
terms as mayor of Oak Harbor. In 1877 he

was nominated and elected clerk of courts for

Ottawa County and re-elected in 1880. Re-
tiring from that oiifice he took up the real

estate and loan business, but in 1887 was
elected a member of the Sixty-eighth General
Assembly and re-elected to the Sixty-ninth in

1889. While in the Legislature at that time
he was an ardent supporter of the late Senator
Briee and one of his closest friends. His
ability and worth were recognized and he was
made chairman of the Finance Committee,
which gave him the highest place in the Legis-

hiture next to speaker of the house.

After a service of two terms in the Legis-

lature Mr. Bense returned to his home in Port
Clinton, and during the next fifteen or twenty
years was the most influential factor in mak-
ing that town an important center of the fish-

ery industry around Lake Erie. He organized

the Bense Fish Companj', started this as a
small concern, but in time made it a business

of wide scope and representing thousands of

dollars of capital and engaging the .services

of a large force of men. When he sold the

business in 1902 to a syndicate it brought him
.$50,000.

Though he had been out of active polities

nearly twenty years Mr. Bense reluctantly

consented in 1905 to become a candidate to

the Legislature, and was elected by a large

majority. He became the ranking democratic
member of the Finance Committee, but had to

resign that position on account of ill health.

A few years before his death a special cor-

respondent of the Cleveland Leader spoke of

his legislative record as follows: "His com-
mittee work as well as the fact that he is a
recognized legislative leader has given him
opportunity for observation as to progress in

legislation. He asserts that the problems that

confronted twenty years ago are still issues,

and it amuses him to see the solons fight over
the same old fish and game bills, temperance
measures and other subjects which he says
are always with us. Mr. Bense is about as in-

dependent as a partisan may well be. Even
Governor Harmon has been unable to convince
him that he should oppose republican taxa-

tion, utility and other measnres, for political

reasons. Two years ago he supported the re-

publican referendum amenclmeut to the

Schmidt traction franchise bill, despite the

pleadings of Tom L. Johnson's delegate to

vote against it. Mr. Bense 's advice in legis-

lation is sought not only by democrats but by
republicans, and his opinions are respected

even by those who conscientiously disagree

witli him on matters of principle. No one can
guess how many bills introduced under other

names have been written by Mr. Bense. ]Mem-
bers with ideas consult him and if he agrees
with them ask him to draw the bills for them,
and being of an obliging disposition he does
the work." Mi-. Bense was re-elected to the
legislature in 1907.

On July 4, 1871, he married Miss Margaret
Scheuermau, who was born in Sandusky
Coiuity. Her parents came to Ohio from Ger-
many. Mr. Bense was survived by Mrs. Bense
and two daughters. The other daughter is

Mrs. Arthur Reed Black of Port Clinton, wife
of the sales manager of the American Gypsum
Company. They have one child, Madaline
Virginia. The younger daughter, Agnes Mar-
garet, is the wife of John C. De Pue.

Mr. Bense was an active member of the

Oliver H. Perry ilasonic Lodge, and he was
buried with the honors of that Order. His
pastor. Rev. ilr. Robertson of the Methodist
Church spoke of his character as follows:
"Mr. Bense was a man of deep convictions,

not from the standpoint of the partisan, but
from what he observed and studied. If his

party was in line with what he thought was
right—well and good, but if not he aligned
himself against his party. He was in the Leg-
islature to serve the State in the way he
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thought best. Of course there were many who
disagreed with him, \-et with all they respected

him. He had his reasons for whatever stand

he took.

"Mr. Bense was not a man of sentiment,

yet his heart was tender, and he M'as ever

ready to help the needy in distress. As a

business man he was honest and just. He ful-

filled his part and expected others to do the

same. As a citizen he interested himself in

those things which looked to the betterment

of our city. As father and husband he was
faithful and true. He loved his home and
sought to make it a place of restfulness and
comfort. Friend to those who labored, a

brother to the unfortunate, a helper in the

time of need, a patriot in his country's inter-

ests, a man in the front ranks of men, we have
lost a citizen who brought honor to our city

and state."

William Ellsworth Cole. One of To-
ledo's old established firms with a long record

of service is A. B. Cole Sons Company, with
offices at 1425-1427 Broadway. This is'a busi-

ness which was established by the late Abner
B. Cole, whose career as a prominent Toledo
business man is sketched on other pages, and
its active manager at the present time is Wil-
liam Ellsworth Cole, a son of the founder.

This business has been built up through
many years and now represents a complete
service for trucking, moving and storage of

household goods, a transfer and express busi-

ness to all parts of the city and the sale and
delivery of coal and coke and other supplies.

A large amount of capital is employed in the

business together with a large force of em-
ployes and a large equipment of mechanical
facilities for efficient transportation.

William E. Cole, who was born at Myrieks-
ville, Massachusetts, October 8, 1862, is one of

Toledo's enterprising and progressive business

men. He was four years of age when he caAie

with his parents to Toledo, and was graduated
from the local high school with the class of

1880. He began his business career with the

Blade Printing & Paper Company, and after-

wards for a time was in the emplov of the

A. E. Maeomber & Company. In 1898 after

the death of his father he took charge of the

business which the latter had established, and
has continiied it under the old firm name of

A. B. Cole Sons Companv. W. E. Cole is now
the owner of this extensive concern. He was
also proprietor of a slioe store at 1612 Broad-
way, having entered that business before the

death of his father and he continued it until

1915, when he sold out in order to devote his

"entire time and attention to the larger busi-

ness. He also owns some real estate in Toledo,
and his success in business is the more satis-

factory since all his prosperity has been hon-
orably and honestly earned. Mr. Cole is a
republican, is affiliated with the Knights of
Pythias, the Modern Woodmen of America,
the National Union, the North American Union
and the Protected Home Circle, and also be-

longs to the South Side Commei-cial Club. He
married iliss Anna C. Harris of Toledo, who
was born in Huron County, Ohio.

Neuhausel Brothers are among the great-

est merchants of Northwest Ohio. The suc-

cess of these brothers has been nothing less

than remarkable. It was fifty years ago
that the name became associated with the
dry goods trade in Toledo. Recently when
the firm published the largest single adver-
tisement of a store ever issued in Toledo pa-
pers, the first page contained a cut illus-

trating the original building of the first store.

It was a squat frame structure, perhaps 20
feet in front, and only one side used for

the modest stock sold by the proprietor. The
combined enterprise of the brothers has given
Northwest Ohio one of its most distinctive

and most widely known trading centers.

It should also be stated that along with suc-

cess in private business, the brothers have
combined a splendid public spirit, a loyalty to

their home city, and an interest in the welfare

of their employes, so that their store is not
only a place of business but also in the nature
of an institution.

The founders of this business were Nicholas
Jr., I\Iartin, John F. and George C. Neuhausel,

who had come to America with their parents,

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Neuhausel from their

home in Hessen Darmstadt, Germany, in 1852.

The family arrived in Baltimore July 10, 1852, .

and after spending six years in that city came
to Toledo in 1858.

Prior to the establishment of their store, the

brothers were employed bv one of the several

dry goods merchants prominent in Toledo's

early history. Shortly after the Civil war,

during which, it might be remarked inciden-

tally, one of the brothers, Martin, fought for

the cause of his country, they decided to open
a place of business of their own.
Compared with the brilliance of the event

which marked the opening of their new store

on March 21, 1916, the brothers made an
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exceedingly modest entrance upon commercial
life on August 15, 1866. Their stock required
but one side of the aisle of a single little store

on Summit Street. However, the stock was
well chosen, fairly priced and of only the kind
of merchandise that could be safely recom-
mended. It was in fact the small acorn from
which the gi-eat oak of the present day has
sprung. By strict adherence to established

high standards, by an unswerving policy of

square honest dealing in exclusively worthy
goods, that little store has grown to be one of

the city 's best known establishments.

On the evening of July 8, 1892, the store

was the scene of a great fire that wrecked the

building and destroyed practically the entire

stock. Then came an exhibition of the enter-

prise of Neuhausel Brothers. Not a day's
time was lost. The adjoining store was imme-
diately acquired on the following morning
and by noon business was resumed, though for

a time in a limited way. Negotiations were at

once opened for the purchase of the ground
on whicli the burned building had stood.

After the deal was closed, the work of con-

struction was begun, the stocks were moved
into the new store in 1893.

For many years Neuhausel Brothers have
been locatecl at 429-433 Summit Street, where
their large six-.story building is devoted to both
wholesale and retail handling of dry goods,

carpets, women 's and children 's shoes and kin-

dred lines. On April 5, 1915, the brothers

began the rebuilding of the entire store, and
the formal opening of this place of business

on Tuesday, March 21, 1916, was an event in

the .shopping district of the city. In rebuild-

ing forty feet additional was bought to pro-

vide an annex to the store and there is now one
solid building located in the heart of the busi-

ness district on Summit Street and extending
from No. 425 to No. 433. with a frontage of

100 feet and a depth of 115 feet, including six

floore and the basement. The traveling public

say that no better front in the state can be

found than that presented by Neuhausel
Brothers' store. The 100 feet of frontage is

so arranged that it presents 300 feet of show
windows, and there are two main entrances to

the store. A canopy of iron and glass extends

60 feet along the front over the sidewalk.

Since the beginning of their career Neu-
hausel Brothers have enjoyed a peculiarly un-

stinted confidence and good will among the

shopping pulilic of Toledo and surrounding
territory, and that confidence has been merited

through the unquestioned probity of their

business methods during the half century that
has gone. That same reputation for integrity
is as marked a distinction of the house today
as it was fifty years ago, and they have the
same reputation for dealing in exclusively
dependable merchandise. Close adherence to

open, straightforward business habits has kept
the continued good will of its many thousands
of friends and patrons.

A word should also be said concerning the
solicitude Neuhausel Brothers have shown for
the welfare of their employes. No better illus-

tration of this can be found than what oc-

CT^rred on December 24, 1912. Due notice had
been uivcn, ami at 6 o'clock on that evening
the sti>i-(. closril its doors. This was an \inprec-

edentcd evfiit in Toledo's shopping district,

and Neuhausel Brothers were the first to show
the courage to close early oii Christmas Eve
and afford tlieir employes the opportunity of

spending that evening at home with their fam-
ilies. A little later they set another precedent.
Since February 1, 1913, the Neuhausel store

has closed its doors on Saturdays at 6 P. M.,
and for several years previously the firm had
been foremost in agitating early closing on
Saturdays among Toledo business men.

Nicholas Neuhausel, Sr. It was not alone
due to the fact that he was the father of
those prominent Toledo merchants, Neuhausel
Brothers, that the career of the late Nicholas
Nenli;iii<i'l. Wi'.. iloscrvc's some special mention
and ci'-dit ill this liisfmy of Northwest Ohio.

He wns liiiiisi'lf an cai'ly settler in Toledo, com-
ing when the city was new and raw, and it

was his character for industry, strict integrity

and many of the best social and civic virtues

that gave him such an honorable place among
men and tliat are largely responsible for the
success of Ids family.

Born in Ober Roden, Hesse Darmstadt. Ger-
many, January 1, 1810, Nicholas Neuhausel
died at his home in Toledo aged about ninety
years. In the thickly settled portions of

Europe many of the tillers of the soil also fol-

low other pursuits. His father in addition to

being a farmer was a tailor and duly in-

structed and brought up his son to the same
pursuit. Nicholas, Sr., was one of a family
of four brothers and two sisters. "Wlien the
young men reached maturity and sought inde-

pendent homes of their own three of them
located in Southern France.
The experience and ambitions of Nicholas

Neuhausel, Sr., fuially decided him in a reso-

lution to come to America to seek his fortune
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and provide the better for his growing family.

In July, 1852, he left the old world and came
to America, first settling in Baltimore. A
number of years before, in 1833, he had mar-

ried Miss Anna Mary Becker. It was with her

and their family of children that he came to

the New World.
In 1858 Mr. Neuhausel arrived in Toledo.

That city remained his home from that date

until his death. Throughout his life, with all

its increasing prosperity, he constantly prac-

ticed industry, frugality and those other vir-

tues which bring community love and esteem

to the individual. One impressive fact of the

family history is the companionship, love and
esteem that existed between Mr. and ilrs. Neu-
hausel during their married life which was
prolonged for fiftj--one years. They had cele-

brated their golclen wedding anniversary in

1883 and Mrs. Neuhausel died the following

year. Their last years were spent comforted

by the presence and affection of a numeroiis

family. At one time their own children com-
prised seven, there were twenty-two grand-

children and six great-gi-andchildren, making
a total of thirty-six who occasionally gathered

in happy family reunions under the Neuhausel
home in Toledo.

At the present time five sons and two daugh-
ters survive and are all residents of Toledo.

Four of the sons constitute the pioneer dry
goods house of Nei;hausel Brothers, one of the

largest and most conservative establishments

in Toledo, located in the heart of the business

district. Reference to this firm is found on

other pages.

John Sandersen. It is more than likely

that if a youth of inquiring mind should ap-

proach a man like John Sandersen, a promi-
nent and substantial citizen of North Bass

Island, with the question as to the best way to

get on in the world, he would receive the prac-

tical answer, "go to work." Mr. Sandersen

would speak from experience. When the

necessity for self support confronted him very

early in life, he did not question long nor did

he seek the easiest tasks. Neither did he stand
and wait for opportunity to come up with
him, on the other hand he found it and seized

it, and p%bably from that day to the present
he has passed few idle moments. Hence, while
yet in middle life, he is practically indepen-
dent and not only does he own many acres of
fine, productive island land, but he also en-

joys the respect and esteem of those with

whom he has lived in neighborly relationship

for almost forty years.

John Sandersen was born June 8, 1861, on
the Isle of Foehr, off the coast of Schleswig,

Germany, in the North Sea. His father's

name was Nels Sandersen. He grew to the

ag:e of sixteen years in his native island, but
after a sister had come to the United States

and settled at Sandusky, Ohio, he bent every
energy to secure the means to also cross the

ocean and use his strength and skill in em-
ployments that would bring adequate returns
and enable him to provide for the future. In
1877 he reached this countiy and after a short

vi.sit with his sister at Sandusky, came to

North Bass in ilay of that year. He worked
for one month for Albert Smith and then en-

tered the employ of Edwin L. Keeney and
continued with him for three years. Still

later he was employed by Simon Fox and
Rudolph Siefield at work in the vineyards and
fisheries for some twelve years. Mr. Sander-
sen then went into business for himself, enter-

ing into a partnership with Fred Ernst and
they conducted a fishery for six years, when it

no longer was profitable as an individual en-

terprise on account of the organization of the

Sandusky Fish Company, which corporation

bought their outfit. Mr. Sandersen, however,
continued in the employ of this company for

eleven years, when it went out of business. In
the meantime he had acquired land for vine-

yard purposes, purchasing twelve acres at

first to which he has added and now has a for-

tune in his thirty acres of vineyard, owning
in all 50 acres. This is the result of persistent

industry and excellent judgment.
Mr. Sandersen was married to Jliss Jennie

Gorey, who was born in Erie County, Ohio,

and is a daughter of John Gorey and a grand-
daughter of Devlin Gorey, who came from
New York to Erie County with the first set-

tlers. Mr. and Mrs. Sandersen have six chil-

dren, namely : Elizabeth, who was born July
16, 1898 ; Clarence, who was born February
16, 1904; Dollie, who was born March 10,

1906; Theodore, who was born November 24,

1907 ; Rudolph, who was bom July 3, 1910,

and Nellie, who was born ]\Iarch 5, 1912.

In politics Mr. Sandersen is a republican.

He has never accepted any public office ex-

cept membership on the school board, which
he has held for twelve years and has been a

very efficient official. He is a member of the

fraternal order of Maccabees.
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HowABD Lewis. A lawyer of high standing

and capabilities, Howard Lewis was admitted

to the bar in 1903, and for the last six years

has been a member of the prominent Toledo
firm of Doyle, Lewis, Lewis & Emery. He is

a son of Charles T. Lewis, one of the senior

members of this law firm, and one of the best

known attorneys of Northwest Ohio, having
been in active practice at Toledo more than

thirty years. The mother is Mrs. Dora
(Glidden) Lewis, and for years the Lewis fam-

ily has occupied a place of social prominence
in Toledo.

Born at Caldwell in Noble County, Ohio,

October 18, 1877, Howard Lewis went to

Toledo with his parents in 1882, grew up in

that city, graduated from the Central High
School and finished his preparatory education

in Doane Academy at Granville, Ohio, where
he graduated in 1896. He is an alumnus of

Denison University, from which he took his

bachelor of arts degree in 1900. Few men
entered upon their professional work with bet-

ter preparation and eqiiipment. After gradu-

ating from Denison he entered Harvard Law
School, and was graduated bachelor of laws

in 1903. In December of that year he was ad-

mitted to the Ohio bar before the Supreme
Court of Columbus, and at once returned to

Toledo and began practicing with his father

and Judge John H. Doyle. The firm of Doyle

& Lewis was established many years ago. and
the first important change in its title came in

1910 when Howard Lewis and his brother

Frank S. Lewis were admitted to partnership.

On January 1, 1913, Judge Emery was also

admitted, and that makes the present firm

Doyle, Lewis, Lewis & Emery,
Before his admission to the firm Howard

Lewis had found a large field of usefulness in

the profession. Since 1907 he has been attor-

ney for the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern

Division of the New York Central Lines, and

his practice has been largely corporation work.

He is a member of the Lucas County Bar
Association and the Ohio State Bar Associa-

tion, and has been a director in the Fifty

Associates Company of Toledo since its

organization.

Socially he is a member of Center Star

Lodge No. 168, Free and Accepted Masons, at

Granville, Ohio, and of the Sigma Chi frater-

nity. He belongs to the Toledo Commerce
Club, the Toledo Club, the Inverness Golf

Club, the Country Club, the Toledo Automo-
bile Club, and is a member and trustee of the

Ashland Avenue Baptist Church. For recrea-

tion he spends much of his time on the links.

On April 20, 1910, Mr. Lewis married Miss
Caroline Melvin Palmer. Their wedding,
which was held at the home of the bride on
Parkwood Avenue, was one of the notable

social events of the spring season of 1910.

Mrs. Lewis was born at Fostoria, Ohio, and is

a daughter of Melvin R. and Frances (Crock-

ett) Palmer. Reference to the career of her

lionored father is shown on other pages. Her
mother still lives in the old home at Parkwood
Avenue. Mrs. Lewis was brought to Toledo
when an infant and was educated at Miss

Smead's School for Girls in Toledo and at

Mount Vernon School in Washington, D. C.

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis have two children, both

born in Toledo, Howard, Jr., and Melvin
Palmer Lewis.

Melvin R. Palmer was for many years a

prominent business man of Toledo and was
well known over Northwestern Ohio. He left

a record as a gallant soldier, as an excellent

manager of men, a keen and resourceful busi-

ness man, and faithful and efficient in all civic

relations.

A native of Ohio, he was born in Geauga
County January 1, 1842. When only a boy. in

company with one of his brothers, he moved to

St. Joseph, Missouri, which was then almost a

frontier town, a point where railroad com-

munication from the East ceased, and where

the great overland freight traffic began. Soon
after the breaking out of the Civil war he

enlisted as a member of Battery C in the First

Ohio Light Artillery, and he served until he

lost an arm during one of the bloody engage-

ments in which his command participated. He
was then granted an honorable discharge, and
returned to St. Joseph, Missouri, where he
resided until 1877.

In that year he went to Fostoria, Ohio, and
became a member of the Dewey Stave Com-
pany, which had an office in that city. Later

Mr. Palmer moved to Toledo, and about a year

before his death was elected president of the

Dewey Stave Company. He also acquired ex-

tensive interests in the oil fields, and was a

member of the Palmer Oil Company.
Wlien still in the prime of his vears and his

usefulness he died at Toledo October 8, 1898,

at the age of fifty-six. He was well known
.socially, a member of various clubs, lodges and
other organizations, and besides the sacrifices

he experienced as a soldier in the war he

always bore a full share of such responsibili-

ties as come to the public spirited citizen.
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IMelvin R. Palmer married Miss Frances
Crockett, who is still living at Toledo and
occupies the old home on Parkwood avenue.

Two of her daughters remain at home, Jeau-
ette C. and Elgia F. The other daughter, Miss
Caroline M., is now the wife of Mr. Howard
Lewis, a member of the law firm of Doyle,

Lewis, Lewis & Emery in Toledo.

Rudolph Siefield. It is to be hoped that

there will never come a time when the truth-

ful story of struggle crowned with success,

will lose its attraction. Capital and influence

assist many indifferent men to places of

prominence, but their rise possesses no partic-

ular interest for either their fellow citizens

or for the general read-er, but a record of per-

sonal eft'ort, of industry, courage and perse-

verance, leading from a poor and orphaned
boyhood to affluence and proud position, is so

human a document that it wins attention as it

should, and spreads a beneficial and stimulat-

ing influence. Such a story may be unfolded
concerning one of the most prominent citizens

of North Bass Island, Ottawa County, Ohio,

Rudolph Siefield, postmaster of the Isle of St.

George and identified politically and in a busi-

ness way with the leading affairs and indus-
tries of this entire section.

Rudolph Siefield was born July 15, 1858,

near Oak Harbor, Ottawa County, Ohio. His
parents were born, reared and married in

Wurttemberg, Germany. They came to the

United States some years after marriage and
located in Ottawa County among the earliest

pioneers, selecting land in what was known as

the Black Swamp, in the northern part of the
county. The father, Henrj' Siefield, con-

tracted malarial fever and died when Rudolph
was yet young, leaving the mother with nine
children, as follows : Rickey, now Mrs. Hels-
ley, a widow, living at Oak Harbor : Caroline,

who is the wife of Allen Tyrell. of Brompton,
Michigan ; Louise, who is the widow of Horace
Stevens, of California;. ^Minnie, who is the
nadow of John Stone, of Put-in-Bay; Amelia,
who is the wife of John Hetrick, of Oak Har-
bor: Rudolph and Herman, who is a resident
of East Toledo. After the death of the father,

the mother removed with her children to Oak
Harbor. She was a woman of thrift and re-

sources and there started a small mercantile
business which she carried on for several j^ears

or until her death.

Rudolph Siefield was not more than ten
years old when his mother died and he was
thus left an orphan entirely dependent on his

own efforts. He was willing and industrious
and soon found an employer in Frank Clark,

on Catawba Island, with whom he remained
for some time and then came to Put-in-Bay, to

the home of Allen Tyrrell. Wishing to see

something of the world while bettering his

condition, he then went to Escanaba, Michi-
gan, and in that vicinity was a laborer for

four years. In the spring of 1875, however,
he retunied to the islands and came to North
Bass, where his brother-in-law, John Stone,

in partnership with Simon Fox, were operat-
ing a fishery, entering their employ and con-
tinuing with them for ten years.

During this time Mr. Siefield was prudent
with his money and soon had capital enough
to warrant an investment, this taking the

form of rented land from Simon Fox and the
operation of a vineyard on the same, on
shares. Subsequently he bought the fish busi-

ness of his employers and carried it on him-
self as long as it was profitable as an individ-

ual enterprise, but when the Sandusky Fish
Company was organized, he sold to that con-

cern.

In the meanwhile Mr. Siefield had been buy-
ing land, his shrewd business instinct leading
him to invest on the north shore of North
Bass, continuing to add to his acreage from
time to time, and he now has a home farm of

fifty-two acres, thirty of which are in grapes.

Another purchase, while still in the fishing

business was the "Heu and Chickens" gi'oup

of islands, north of North Bass, which he later

disposed of to an outing club of Cleveland, of

which he is a member. Besides liis farm he
has various other interests, the most important,
perhaps, being the owner and individual
operator of the Peerless Champagne Com-
pany. He gi'ows his own Catawba grapes and
produces a grade of champagne which in

flavor, appearance and bouquet cannot be dis-

tinguished from the finest imported wines.

He caters principally to private customers,
discriminating buyers, who want the best wine
they can procure and find their demands satis-

fied with the vintages of the Peerless Cham-
pagne Company. Mr. Siefield was one of the
organizers of the Bass Lslands Vineyard Com-
pany, of Sandusky, Ohio, large producers of

gi'ape juice, and is now vice president of this

company. He is also one of the directors of
the Becker Wine Company, and is president
also of the North Bass Central Dock Company.

Mr. Siefield was married to Miss Nana Fox,
who was born at Put-in-Bay, July 15, 1858,

and is a daughter of Simon and Elizabeth
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(Sullivan) Pox, and they have had three chil-

dren: Florence, who was born February 19,

1884, is the wife of Emil Ruh, a prosperous

grape grower of Put-in-Bay ; Ida, who was
born June 21, 1887, is the wife of Walter S.

Ladd, a leading business man of Put-in-Bay

and postmaster, and Walter F. who was born
September 22, 1889, and died June 20, 1914,

was a young man of great promise, finely edu-

cated and widely known. He had attended

the Oak Harbor High School, the Sandusky
Business College and the Ohio State Univer-

sity, being a graduate of each. He was mar-
ried June 13, 1914, to Miss Rose Lesehied, of

North Bass.

In politics Mr. Siefield is a sound demo-
crat. For fifteen years he served as townsliip

trustee of North Bass, for many years

was a justice of the peace and during
the present administration has been post-

master of Isle of St. George. His high stand-

ing among his fellow citizens may thus, in a

way, be determined. The leading fraternities

are old institutions in the islands, and Mr. Sie-

field belongs to the ]\Iasonic Blue Lodge and
Chapter at Sandusky, the Odd Fellows at Put-
in-Bay, and St. George Tent, Maccabees,
North Bass.

Jacob Bash. Since very early time in

Toledo's history the name Bash has had impor-

tant associations with commercial and civic

life. Jacob Bash was one of that p-roup of

enterprising and influential men who laid the

permanent foundation for Toledo 's prestige

as a great grain and general commercial cen-

ter. His son, H. M. Bash, is cashier of The
Northern National Bank of Toledo.

The Bash family were pioneers in Ohio, and
it was at Navarre that the late Jacob Bash
was born. He grew up in that town, attended

tlie public schools, and during part of his ear-

lier years conducted a dry goods store in

Cleveland.

Jacob Bash came to Toledo during the

decade of the '50s, and thereafter was a con-

tinuous resident until his death. Several of

the old time commercial institutions bore the

impress of his character and activity. He was
vice president of the Toledo Board of Trade.

He was perhaps most widely known as a mem-
ber of the commission firm of J. Bash & Com-
panv, forwarding and commission merchants
on Water Street. The members of this firm

at one time were Jacob Bash, D. N. Bash, J. E.

Hill and A. M. Orhisou. Jacob Bash contin-

ued actively in the grain business until his
death October 5, 1872.

He was a member of old Trinity Episcopal
Church at Toledo, and in 1861 was married in
that church. Elizabeth Brightman, who sur-
vived him for many years, was a Toledo resi-

dent for nearly fifty years. She came to To-
ledo from her early home in Muskingum
County, and she died'^ October 9, 1908. She is

buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, while Jacob
Bash was laid to rest in Indiana. Mrs. Bash
for a number of years was a member of the
First Congregational Church. There were
three children, one son dying in infancy. The
only daughter. Miss Nellie F. Bash, now a
teacher in the Central High School of Toledo,
was educated in the local schools and also at-

tended Columbia University in New York
City.

Harry M. Bash, the only son, was born in

Toledo, and after a public school education
began his career as a banker in 1890. Since
then continuously for more than a quarter of

a century he has been identified with The
Northern National Bank, and in Januai-y,

1913, was elected its cashier. The Northern
National Bank of Toledo is one of the older
and solid conservative financial institutions in

Northwest Ohio. A recent statement shows its

aggregate resources at more than ten million
dollars. Besides Mr. Bash as cashier other
executive officers are: I. E. Knisely, presi-

dent ; J. K. Secor, H. C. Truesdall and A. F.
JMitchell, vice presidents,

Harry M. Bash is a member of the Toledo
Club, the Inverness Club, the Toledo Yacht

_
Club, Toledo Commerce Club, Toledo Automo-
bile Club, of which he is treasurer, is affiliated

with Sanford L. Collins Lodge, Free and
Accepted Masons, Toledo Council, Royal and
Select Masters, Toledo Chapter, Royal Arch
Masons, and St. Omar Commandery of the

Knights Templar. He and his sister occupy
the Bash residence at 123 Twentieth Street.

Jason Alonzo Barber. Through an active

career of more than thirty-five years. Judge
Barber has been successively useful and influ-

ential as a teacher, lawyer, .judge of the Court
of Common Pleas, and one of the leading men
in Toledo affairs.

Born on a farm near Ionia, Ionia County,
Michigan, January 24, 1855, he is a son of
Perry K. and Elizabeth Barber, who were pio-

neers in the woods of IMichigan. After at-

tending the common schools he received his

higher education in Oberlin Academy and
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Oberlin College, and was gi-aduated bachelor

of arts with the class of 1879. During the

school year 1879-80 he was superintendent of

schools at St. Mary 's, Ohio, and was principal

of the Toledo High School for the year 1880-

81. After his admission to the bar he began
active practice in Toledo, and for many years

he has enjoyed a reputation among tlie ablest

lawyers of Northwest Ohio. His law offices are

in the Nicholas Building. He is also a direc-

tor of the Security Savings Bank & Trust

Company and of The Toledo & Indiana Rail-

way Company.
His record in public affairs was chiefly made

while prosecuting attorney and .judge of the

Court of Common Pleas. He was elected

prosecuting attorney of Lucas County in the

fall of 1890, and served two terms, six years.

Among the many important cases tried during
that period were the notorious boodle council-

men cases, in which Judge Harmon let each

convicted boodler off with a fine of $200 and
costs. He also prosecuted the famous Quigley
case, wherein Father Quigley of St. Francis

de Sales' Church resisted the enforcement of

compulsory education laws in Toledo, and
fought the case through all the courts of Ohio.

The case of Quigley v. Ohio was at that time
the only case of the kind that was ever fought
to a successful end in the court of last resort.

In the fall of 1896 Jiidge Barber was elected

to the Bench, the Court of Common Pleas of

Lucas County, and for ten years, two terms,

administered the law impartially on that

tribunal. He served as a member of the Board
of Education of Toledo from 1888 to 1890.

Judge Barber is a republican.

On October 3, 1883, at Sandusky he married
Ida M. Hull. Her family are of old American
stock and long identified with Northern Ohio
and Sandusky. The late Circuit Court Judge
Linn W. Hull, was Mrs. Barber's brother.

Her father was John L. Hull, a farmer in

Erie County. Judge and Mrs. Barber have
the following children : John E., a bond sales-

man ; Helen ; Alice ; Maurice C, in the junior
year at Tale College ; and "William M., who
was in the Ambulance Service of the American
Ambulance Hospital, was wounded, and re-

ceived from the French two medals for

bravery displayed while on the field of action.

He was wounded in the battle of Verdun.
He is now attending Oberlin College. They are
all single but Helen, who is the wife of Dr.
Whitelaw R. Morrison, now director of the
athletic department of the Government School
of Technology, at Shanghai, China.

Thomas Conlen is the present mayor of

Put-in-Bay. That responsibility was con-

ferred upon him without his special seeking,

and rather as a reward for the very efficient

service he rendered when appointed to till an
unexpired term. Mr. Conlen has long been
identified with Put-in-Bay, has been in the

resort hotel business since early youth, and is

proprietor of one of the most popular tourist

houses in the town.
He was born in Sandusky March 18, 1868,

a son of Mr. and ilrs. Thomas Conlen. His
father died when the son Thomas was a child.

His parents were natives of Ireland, came to

America in the early '60s, and after living in

Boston came on west to Sandusky, Ohio. Tliere

was a large family of children, and after the
death of the father the widow and her older

children had to work hard to support them-
selves.

'

Thus it was that Thomas Conlen was only
nine years of age when he began working on
a farm. He received meager advantages in

schools prior to that date, and at short inter-

vals afterwards. He worked on farms until

he was seventeen or eighteen, and then came
to Put-in-Bay, where he was employed for a
time in the old Ward House, conducted by J.

B. Ward, now the Crescent Hotel. He was
employed in the Ward House during the sum-
mer seasons, and during the winters worked
in Sandusky for the Sandusky Wheel Com-
pany. That was his regular routine of em-
ployment for about ten years.

After his marriage in 1896 Mr. Conlen
started out for himself, building a ten-room
cottage which he opened during the season for

the accommodation of tourists. From this

start he has added to and improved his house,
and now has twenty-three sleeping rooms and
with general accommodations for about fifty

people. His dining room has been a special

feature in the popularity of his place, and
frequently he has served over three hundred
people at meal time. It has been his endeavor
from the very start to serve meals and accom-
modate patrons in a way tliat would hold and
increase his trade, and he has had a most
gratifying success.

In 1896 ilr. Conlen married Catherine
Romell, a daughter of John Romell of
Berlin Heights, Ohio. Mrs. Conlen has
been an active factor in his success at Put-
in-Bay. They have an adopted daughter
Mamie Rowland, who is now twelve years of
age and is attending school.

Mr. Conlen is a republican. For twelve
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years he was a member of the city council of

Put-in-Bay, and was then appointed to fill an
unexpired term as mayor. So satisfactory

was his administration that he was compelled
to accept the nomination for a regular term,

and was elected by a large majority.

Gen. Charles W. Hill. One of the distin-

guished figures produced by Ohio and con-

tributed to the nation during the last days of

the Civil war was the late Gen. Charles W.
Hill, who was a pioneer resident of Toledo,

and in that city was highly honored not only

for his military rcenrd but also for the com-
maiiiliiiLT \Ai\i-f In- ciijiiycd as a lawyer and as

an effVflivc wnikcr in the ranks of good citi-

zenship. It is prulialile that no one citizen of

Toledo ever did more in behalf of public edu-

cation than General Hill.

A native of Vermont and of old New
England pioneer stock, he was born at Starks-

boro, Addison County, July 7, 1812. His
'death occurred in Toledo November 24, 1881.

When he was six years of age his parents re-

moved to the Western Reserve of Ohio. Thus
he became identified with the western fron-

tier when Ohio was still young as a state and
when its institutions were just developing and
taking on character. General Hill during his

early life in the Western Reserve received such

advantages as farmers' boys of that period

were granted, and by study at home and by
his industry he eventually acquired a liberal

education. At the age of twenty-two he en-

tered Oberliu College, which was then a young
institution and hardly of the rank which it

has since enjoyed among the great educational

centers of the Middle West. By manual labor

and by teaching school he remained in Oberlin

a year, but in 1836 at the age of twenty-four

he left college and came to Toledo. His first

experience as a citizen of Toledo was as clerk

in the store of Charles G. ilcKnight. That
early store occupied a frame building at 343-

347 Summit Street. A brief experience proved

to him that he was not adapted to commercial

work. While following other employment for

a livelihood, he began the study of law with

the aid of Daniel 0. Morton, and was admit-

ted to practice in January, 1839. In October

of that year the firm of Tilden & Hill was
formed, succeeding the older firm of Tilden &
Osborn. Henry Bennett subsequently became
a partner. With the election of Mr. Tilden as

judge in 1843, the business of the firm was
taken over by Hill & Bennett, who subse-

quently were joined by E. E. Perigo and later

by Charles Pratt. For many years General
Hill and Mr. Pratt were closely associated in
the legal profession. In 1870 General Hill
and his son, the late Avery S. Hill, established
a law partnership.

General Hill long enjoyed a peculiar pres-
tige in the Toledo bar during the middle years
of the last century. He was especially force-

ful as an advocate, and it is said that no one
excelled him in the tireless and critical prepa-
ration of cases. For upwards of half a cen-
tury he lent distinction to the profession in
Toledo.

Soon after coming to Toledo General Hill
manifested a strong interest in military or-

ganizations. A writer in the Toledo Blade re-

cently called attention to the patriotic spirit

which prevailed among a number of the citi-

zens of earlier times in Toledo, and as a result

of their leadership, the writer declares, Toledo
was better prepared to furnisli efficient sol-

diers for the Union during the war of 1861
than it is now, notwithstanding the great
increase of the city in business prestige and
population. This writer mentions the five

companies of militia in Toledo in 1858, one of
these companies being known as the Toledo
Cadets, which when first created was known
as the High School Cadets, all the members
being students in the high school. This or-

ganization had been effected by General HiU
about 1856, and he found special pleasure in

maintaining and directing the organization.

As early as 1840 General Hill had become cap-
tain of the Toledo Guards, and in June, 1842,
was elected brigadier-general of the First
Brigade, Eighteenth Division, Ohio Jlilitia.

With the outbreak of the war in 1861, and
with appointment as brigadier-general from
Governor Dennison, he entered the military
service of the Unil^ed States. He was in com-
mand of the Ohio troops of West Virginia dur-
ing the first year of the war, under the leader-

ship of General ]\IeClellan. He was assigned
to some very important duties in a district ex-

tending from Parkersburij and Wlieeling to

Cheat River, having about 250 miles of line

to defend, but with greatly inadequate force.

All his ability as an efficient soldier and his

promptness and energy in carrying out com-
mands from superior officers was greatly
handicapped and hampered by lack of equip-
ment and other circumstances not under his

control. He also suffered from lack of co-

operation from commanding officers, and on
that account and partly from misunderstand-
ing of the real situation he failed at one time'
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in a timely offensive movement, and that re-

dounded materially to the advantage of the

enemy. The attempt then made to throw the

responsibility upon General Hill was discredi-

table both because of the source of information

and for want of requisite proof. However,

General McClellan never made the explanation

of the situation which General Hill confidently

expected from him. For this reason, and also

because of his age, General Hill at the expira-

tion of the term of service of the Ohio troops,

in August, 1861, retired from West Virginia

and was assigned as commandant at Camp
Chase, Columbus, then a rendezvous for Ohio

volunteers for purposes of organization, equip-

ment and discipline, and also one of the north-

em prisons maintained for southern soldiers.

At Camp Chase General Hill rendered his

most signal service to the cause of the Union.

Included in his duties was the instruction of

volunteer officers in matters of tactics and gen-

eral discipline,' and among such officers as

came under his instruction should be men-

tioned Col. James A. Garfield of the Forty-

second Ohio and Maj. Wager Swayne of the

Forty-third Ohio. During 1862-63 General

Hill was made adjutant-general of Ohio under
Governor Tod, and that was a position for

which his qualities of industry and attention

to details especially fitted him. While he re-

mained on .official duty at Columbus, not less

than 310 regiments and battalions of state

militia were organized and their officers in-

structed. Besides the heavy duties which were

imposed upon him at Columbus, General Hill

spent much time attending camps of instruc-

tion at different points in the state. In these

later days people are beginning to understand

more generally what the advantage of pre-

paredness in organization and equipment

means. During the Civil war Ohio made a

most enviable record both i^ the quality and

number of its organized units of volunteer

soldiers. In the light of these facts the merit

and efficiency of General Hill's record stand

out more conspicuously than ever. His service

was especially noteworthy in the spring of

1864 when President Lincoln called for 100,-

000 men to serve 100 days, for the purpose of

meeting the great emergency of that critical

time. Largely due to the work which General

Hill had planned and carried on in previous

months Ohio was able to send forward 30,000

men within forty-eight hours after the call

was issued.

The heavy work and responsibilities entailed

upon him seriously affected General Hill's

health and he sought more active service in the
field. However, he remained at Columbus un-
til the One Hundred and Twenty-eighth Ohio
Infantry was organized, and when that regi-

ment was sent to Johnson's Island in San-
dusky Bay for garrison service he was
assigned to duty with it. Again General Hill

was called upon to assume some very delicate

and important duties, all of which he dis-

charged in a manner to command the uniform
commendation of his superior officers. While
on Johnson's Island he was banker of the

prison, and had charge of the deposits of ap-

proximately 3,000 rebel officer prisoners, and
there was never a complaint voiced regarding
his administration of that post. Again and
again recommendations were made for the pro-

motion of General Hill, but he steadfastly

declined them until his record during the early

campaign in West Virginia could be duly in-

vestigated. This was finally completed and in

1865 he received the commission of brigadier-

general and was brevetted as major-general. »

With the close of the war General Hill re-

sumed his work as a lawyer in Toledo and was
in active practice until ill health compelled
him to retire.

The City of Toledo must always give Gen-
eral Hill great credit for the work he did in

behalf of pioneer public school education. He
was foremost in establishing the first high

school system, and in building the old Cen-
tral High School, which has long since disap-

peared. The first systematic movement to

establish public free schools in Toledo was
made about 1849, and two years later General

Hill was first elected to a position on the school

board. He remained active as a member of the

board of education for more than thirty years,

and for twenty-one years of that time was
president of the board, finally declining

another election in 1880. His interest in the

public schools was so sincere and absorbing

that he often neglected his law practice and
his personal affairs. While he was a member
of the board. or its president a number of the

old-time school buildings of Toledo were
erected, and he was most assiduous in looking

after the planning and construction of such

buildings, in the general management of the

schools, in procuring needed changes in school

laws, and in bringing about every desired re-

form that would increase the efficiency and
success of the public schools. Soon after com-

ing to Toledo General Hill was made secre-

tary of the Pioneer Lyceum upon its organi-

zation, and when that was merged with the
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Young Men's Association he took an equally

prominent part in its affair. General Hill

long held a place in the city council, and was
one of its most useful members. In municipal
affairs it is said that he was never known to

have been affiliated with any ring or special

coterie, and in fact was almost a pioneer in

his constant opposition to rings of every kind.

In all his public and private relations he was
actuated by the sincere spirit of patriotism

and a high ideal of public service, and it is

doubtful if any one man in the city gave so

much of his time and labor without reward to

the public welfare as did the late General
Charles W. Hill.

General Hill was twice married. By the

first marriage there were three children

:

Avery S., reference to whom is made on other

pages ; Mrs. Sophie L, Peckham ; and Mary
E., wife of Henry D. Pierce, who was for-

merly a principal of the Junior High School

of Toledo.

Abraham Jeremiah Hammer, M. D. By
reason of more than thirty years of active

practice in Northwest Ohio, and by his dis-

tinctive skill as a urgeon, the late Doctor Ham-
mer should be regarded as one of the fore-

most representatives of his profession. Death
stayed his hand in the full maturity of his

powers and experience. At the time of his

death Doctor Hammer was in charge of the

medical and surgical department of the County
Infirmary at Toledo, Ohio. DoctorHammer had
practiced in Toledo thirty years, and was an
acknowledged expert in the field of surgery.

He had been in charge of the medical and sur-

gical department of the County Infirmary
for a little more than two years.

Abraham Jeremiah Hammer was born in

Bedford County, Pennsylvania, June 1, 1853,

and was in his fifty-ninth year when he died

on April 5, 1912. His parents were Rev. Wil-
liam and Margaret (Beisle) Hammer. His
father devoted his entire life to the ministry
of the Evangelical Church.
The youngest in a family of five sons and

four daughters. Doctor Hammer spent his boy-

hood years in Bedford County, Pennsylvania,
and acquired a substantial literary education.

In carrying out his determination to become
a doctor he began study under the preceptor-

ship of Dr. J. W. Failing of Fremont, Ohio.

He finally entered the Ohio Medical College

at Cincinnati, where he was gradiiated i\I. D.

with the class of 1880. Doctor Hammer was an
exponent of the homeopathic school of medi-

cine. On leaving college he opened an office

in Fremont, and conducted a successful gen-

eral practice there until 1887. With matur-
ing experience and more widely recognized
skill, he sought a larger field at Toledo, and
in that city he practiced with growing pres-

tige for twenty years until his death.

In 1880 Dr. Hammer married Miss Ella
L. Grant, daughter of J. A. and Abigail
(Cook) Grant of Fremont. Mrs. Hammer is

still living in Toledo and for a number of

years was elosely associated with her husband
in all his benevolent and charitable projects.

Of the three children of their union the only

survivor is Dr. Irving H. Hammer, one of

the leading physician and surgeons of North-

west Ohio, and now occupying the office at

829 Broadway in Toledo which his honored
father kept before his death.

Irving H. Hammer, M. D. With a posi-

tion of well won prominence in the field of

medicine and surgery, Doctor Hammer has
practiced in Toledo for a number of years, and
was associated with his honored father, the

late Dr. Abraham J. Hammer until the latter 's

death on April .5, 1912.

The career of the elder Doctor Hammer is

sketched on other pages.

Born in Fremont, Ohio, September 9, 1882,

Irving H. Hammer came to Toledo at the age
of four years. His mother, Ella S. Hammer,
is still living at the age of sixty years in To-

ledo. His early education was acquired in the

Toledo schools, including the high school, in

the Ohio Northern ITnivei;^ity at Ada, and he
attended the University of Michigan and
Hahnemann Medical College at Chicago.

Returning to Toledo he took up active prac-

tice with his father, and still retains the of-

fices at 829 Broadway where his father had
his professional quarters for a number of

years. Doctor Hammer was associated with

his father as physician and surgeon to the

Lucas County Hospital for three years.

In 1901 Doctor Hammer became a member
of the hospital corps of the Sixth Ohio Regi-

ment, and was honorably discharged in 1902.

In the latter year he became identified with

Company G of the Second Ohio Regiment, and
his honorable discharge from that body is

dated in 1904.

He is a member of the Homeopathic Medi-
cal Society of Toledo and the Toledo Academy
of Jledicine. His ^Fasnnic affiliations are Cal-

umet Lodge No. 612 Free and Accepted Ma-
sons, Calumet Chapter No. 191 Royal Arch
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Masons, Toledo Council Royal and Select

Masters, St. Omar Commandery, No. 59,

Knights Templar, Zenobia Temple of the

Mystic Shrine, and Oton-To-La Grotto. Po-

litically he is a republican and is a member
of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

On January 3, 1914, at Chicago Doctor

Hammer married Elizabeth Schwartzkopf, a

daughter of Jacob Schwartzkopf, who died at

the age of fifty-eight, and Mrs. Emily

Schwartzkopf, who is now sixty-one years of

Simon Fox. So important have the grape

and fishing industries become on the group of

fertile islands lying like gems in Lake Erie,

ea-st of Toledo and northwest of Sandusky,

Ohio, that it may sometimes be forgotten that

agriculture also flourishes here and it wa-s as a

farmer that the first of the Fox family came

to Peelee Island. It was John Fox, the father

of Simon Fox, who later became one of the

important men of the entire group, the

founder of numerous island enterprises and
a man of high character and sterling worth.

Simon Fox was born December 13, 1823, at

Gosfield, County Essex, Ontario, and was the

third son of John and Rachel (Stewart) Fox.

John Fox and his wife were reared and
mari'ied in Ontario and possibly were born

there. Farming was his vocation. The Cana-

dian winters are sometimes very severe and

after three extremely cold seasons, in which

his stock perished and his crops failed to ma-
ture, John Fox decided to seek a milder cli-

mate and with his family, about 1827, sailed

to Peelee Island in Lake Erie. He found
several other white families there and many
Indians. The land was heavily timbered and
the family had to endure many pioneer hard-

ships and deprivations.

Simon Fox knew no other home through-

out life but these islands. He was four years

old when his parents settled on Peelee and he

grew up accustomed to the homely duties and
lack of comforts that attend all frontier set-

tlements but many were the interesting tales

he could tell of those early times, later in life.

He had practically no schooling, probably
learning, as have other big men of the world,

at his mother's knee. As soon as youth began
to assert itself he was ready for hard work and
soon became a courageous sailor and an expert
fisherman. In the course of time he acquired

a sloop rigged sailing vessel, named the Am-
herst, and established the first regular line on
the lakes between Sandusky and Detroit, mak-

ing regular trips by way of Kelley Island, the

Bass Islands and Canadian points.

Simon Fox followed the water more or less

regularly until he came to Put-in-Bay, about

1850, when he entered the employ of J. D.

Rivera, who had purchased South Bass, Mid-

dle Bass and all the other small islands in the

immediate waters. For a considerable period

Mr. Fox worked for Mr. Rivera, mainly in

clearing ofl: the timber, which was then cut

into cord wood and sold to the large boats for

fuel. He proved so efficient under all circum-

stances that Mr. Rivera made him his selling

agent, very little of the land at that time hav-

ing been purchased by settlers. Mr. Fox took

charge of this business with characteristic

earnestness and as fast as settlers came with

sufficient capital, tracts were sold them.

In 1852, with his brother Peter Fox, Simon
Fox purchased about two thirds of North
Bass Island. This island had been owned by
Horace Kelley, who had previously disposed

of two tracts, making up about one third of

the total area of 696 acres, to men who were
the very first settlers on North Bass. As
Simon Fox was still employed at Put-in-Bay,

his brother Peter moved to North Bass to take

care of their interests there, and in 1861

Simon removed there also, with his family and
it became his permanent residence. Peter

Fox selected the southwest corner of the island

for his homestead, while Simon chose over one

hundred acres in the northeast corner with

the intention of going into general farming
and stock raising. About this time the culti-

vation of grapes as an industry was intro-

duced in the Bass Islands, and the price of

grape land advanced to such a substantial

figure that Simon immediately sold all of his

homestead but fifty-five acres, in small lots for

vineyards, and then, in common with others,

took up the cultivation of grapes and his was
the first acre of grape vines put out on the

island. He increased until he had twenty
acres more in vineyard. The rest of his farm
he devoted to fruit growing and general farm-

ing.

Mr. Fox also went into the fishing business,

his first partner being a Mr. Axtell, and later

he was in partnership with John Stone, who
subsequently removed to Put-in-Bay Island,

where he died. Mr. Fox was then associated

in the fishery with Rudolph Siefield, who sub-

sequently purchased the business. In all his

transactions he was a man of his word and his

.iudgment concerning business matters could

be depended upon.
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Simon Fox was married at Put-in-Bay,

October 11, 1857, to Miss Elizabeth Sullivan,

who was boru at Williamsburg, County
Dundas, Ontario, Canada, and died on North
Bass September 5, 1903. She was a half sister

of Philip Vroman, one of the early settlers of

Put-in-Bay, who had come fi-om a point on the

St. Lawrence River, in New York. To this

marriage the following children were born:
Nannie, who was born at Putin-Bay, July 15,

1858, mari-ied Rudolph Siefield, whose ex-

tended sketch will be found in this work;
Diautha Florence, who was born on North
Bass Island January 13, 1864, and died No-
vember 20, 1875 ; Frank W., who was born on
North Bass September 17, 1867, and Stewart
A., who was born November 13, 1873. Simon
Fox died November 16, 1902, one year before

his brother Peter. The latter was born in On-
tario, Canada, April 7, 1826, and after com-
ing to North Bass Island remained here until

his death on September 16, 1903. Two chil-

dren survive him : Fred, who is in the real

estate business at Toledo, and Mrs. Dr. Har-
vey, of Detroit, Michigan.

Simon Fox in many ways occupied a very
prominent place in early affairs in these

islands and his name is still held in high

esteem. In 1861 he erected the fine residence

in which his son, Frank W. resides, it being
the handsomest and most modern structure

then in North Bass, having a particularly

beautiful site, on the east side of the island

near the water line of Lake Erie. He spent

many happy years here. He was too broad-

minded a man not to be intensely interested

in politics and was identified with the repub-
lican party all his life, but he sought no polit-

ical honors serving merely from public spirit

for many years on the school board. He be-

longed to the Masonic fraternity. In his two
surviving sons, both able, honorable business

men, this old pioneer has worthy representa-

tives.

Frank W. Fox and Stewart A. Fox.
Considering the. many natural advantages to

be found on the little group of islands situated

in Lake Erie, off the coast of Ohio, it is some-

what remarkable that they were left practi-

cally uninhabited, except by a few Indians,

until as late as 1827, that being the year when
John Fox and family located on Peelee Island.

They were among the two or three white set-

tlers and for many years the Indian popula-
tion predominated, maintaining themselves by
fishing and hunting through the heavy timber

that then covered all this land. The pioneer
to the islands, John Fox, was the grandfather
of Frank W. and Stewart A. Fox, who control
the largest fishing plant on North Bass Island
and are otherwise prominent and substantial.
Both were born on North Bass Island and are
sons of Siirion l-'ox, who was one of the most
proiiiiiiciit men (if this island and had much to

do with the settlement and early development
of th€ entire group. An extended sketch of

Simon Fox will be found elsewhere in this

work.

Frank W. P^x was born September 17,

1867, in the old home in which 'he yet lives,

never having removed from its accustomed
comforts and conveniences. He was married
to Miss Milliceut Wardrow, of Sandusky,
Ohio, and they have had three children : Inez,

who is deceased, Simon and Clayton.
Stewart A. Fox was born on the old home-

stead on North Bass Island, November 13,

1873. He married Clara Gosser, of Sandusky,
and .they reside on a part of the old family
farm.

Both sons of Simon Fox were sent to school

until well grounded in the fundamentals and
then began to assi-st their father, who had
numerous interests. They learned many prac-
tical lessons before they were very old, these

including the best methods of conducting an
island farm and the most profitable times, sea-

sons and places to carry on their fishing enter-

prises. They proved so capable and reliable

that their father willingly paid them the
wages of men and they prospered, not through
any favor, but on account of their industry
and reliability. For a time they were sailors,

as were the most of their companions, one
time or another. After serving as foremen
of the fishing fleet for their father for a time
they determined to go into business for them-
selves, but in an entirely different line. One
of the enterprises they built up successfully

was a business in fuel and building material
and they transported their equipment and
supplies by scow from Sandusky.
The young men gradually succeeded to a

number of their father's island interests. The
farm and vineyard has been under their man-
agement for many years and when their

father retired from the fishing industry, they
again entered this line and have developed a
business of large volume. They own a com-
plete equipment of twine, nets and boats and
all the other ;ii>i)m'teiiaiiees- necessary in the
business and ^Im' steiidy employment to at

least four men and their annual sales average
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from $7,000 to $8,000. On February 20, 1911,

they had the misfortune to lose their twine

house and all its contents by fire. This hap-

pened just at a time when all of their winter

repair work had been completed and their nets

made all ready for setting. But men of their

type are not easily discouraged and by May 1

following they had thirty new nets back in the

lake and other repairs under way. In 1916,

with five others, they organized the United
Fisheries Company, of Sandusky, Ohio, with

a capital of $25,000. Their practical experi-

ence has been a very helpful asset and pros-

perity has attended the company from the

start.

The young men have brought their farm-

ing land to a high state of cultivation and
have increased the acreage of grapes to thirty-

five acres. A few years ago. through slack

business methods, the price of grapes fell be-

low normal but since the organization of the

Bass Islands Vineyard Company, of which
the Fox brothers are stockholders, things have
changed, this company being one of the largest

producers of grape juice in Sandusky and the

greatest factor in the maintenance of price for

grapes.

While not especially active in politics, the

Fox brothers take an intelligent interest in

all the concerns the islands, the state and the

country. They vote the republican ticket and
Frank W. is a member of the school board as

formerly was Stewart A. They belong to the

order of IMaeeabees.

Henry A. Schlingman. The builder of

one of Toledo's great wholesale houses is the

distinction that rests upon Henry A. Schling-

man. He is now the active head of The Amer-
ican Plumbers Supply Company, which has
well earned its place as one of the most ag-

gressive and thoroughly equipped supply
houses in the plumbing industrj' in the Cen-
tral West.
From the position of executive head of this

corporation one might trace Mr. Schling-

man 's steps backward for fifty years and find

him a humble boy clerk, proving his indus-

try and faithfulness, in a Toledo grocery
house. ]Mr. Schlingman takes a reasonable

pride in the fact that he is a native of the

Fatherland. He was born and educated there

and while loyal to the institutions of the old

eoimtry, he is intensely American and a bet-

ter citizen Toledo has never had.

He was born in Hanover, Germany, June
18, 1849, a son of William and Caroline (Brei-

fing) Schlingman. His parents also came to

the United States in 1869, locating in Toledo,

where they spent the rest of their years.

Henry A. Schlingman acquired his elementary
education in his native land. He was fifteen

when in 1864 he ventured alone from his pa-
ternal home and crossed the ocean to Amer-
ica. That was five years before his parents

came to the New World. He was the oldest in

a family of eight children, and probably had
a sense of responsibility and a feeling that he

should early get out and make his own way
in the world. Mr. Schlingman has a

brother and three si-sters who are all living

in Toledo.

The first two years after he came to To-

ledo Mr. Schlingman was employed in the

grocery house of Witker & Johnson. Then
came other occupations for his busy mind and
body, and by the time he reached manhood he

was ready for independent responsibilities. In

1871 Mr. Schlingman became interested in the

Toledo Pump Company. He was one of the

active members of that organization until

1890. In that year he organized the Ameri-
can Pump Companv, whose quarters were
located at 518-520 South St. Clair Street.

That was an industry which reflected his cap-

able powers as an organizer and director, and
he remained its active head for twelve years.

He then sold his interests in that line and
engaged in the plumbers' supply business,

which under his management has been an en-

terprise of rapid growth and of enormous
increase in trade and volume of assets. Those
most closely acquainted with his business

career say that the main factors in his suc-

cess have been sound business judgment, nat-

ural ability and perseverance. The Ameri-

can Plumbers Supply Company of which he

is now the head was organized by Mr. Schling-

man, his wife and his son Maurice W. The
firm has been located since 1909 at 616-622

Jackson Street, but they are now putting up
a large wholesale house at the corner of Shep-

hard & Canton streets. When this is com-

pleted it will be the largest and most complete

wholesale establishment of its kind in Ohio.

The business is exclusively wholesale and job-

bing, and its trade connections with individ-

ual plumbers and plumbing supply houses

reach all over the states of Michigan, Ohio

and Indiana. Progressiveness is one of the

main keynotes of the establishment. All new
appliances in the plumbing field are tried out

and when their worth is proved they are

placed on the trade list of the American
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Plumbers Supply Company and distributed

to their patrons.

Mr. Schlingman has long been well known
in social and civic circles of Toledo. He is a
member of Rubicon Lodge No. 144, Free and
Accepted ^lasons, of all the Scottish Rite
bodies, including the thirty-second degree. He
is a republican in politics and has twice

served as a member of the board of educa-
tion. He is president the Home Building and
Savings Company of Toledo.

His home is at 2.524 Scottwood Avenue.
June 7. 1870, he married at Monroe, Michi-

gan, Miss Katharine Simmons. Mrs. Schling-

man was born and received her education in

Monroe. They are the parents of four chil-

dren : Mrs. George W. Edwards of Tulsa. Ok-
lahoma : ]Mrs, Carl A. Senf of Toledo ; Maiirice

W., of Toledo; and one son that died in in-

fancy. All the children were born in Toledo
and both daughters are graduates of the To-
ledo High School.

William 0. Holst. A native of Norway,
but reared and educated in Toledo, William
0. Hoist was for a number of years a tele-

graph operator and railway man in that city,

and for the past sixteen years has been in

business for himself. He is now president

and principal owner of The W. 0. Hoist Build-

ers Supply Company, one of the largest con-

cerns of its kind in Northwestern Ohio. The
plant and offices are at 414-420 South Erie

Street, and the company handles a general

stock of building material, particularly sand,

cement, stone, sewer pipe, roofing, etc.

Faithfulness to the tasks committed to him,

an unflagging industry and good business

judgment have been factors in "Slv. Hoist's

success. He was born in Christiania, Norway,
April 23, 1864, a son of Theodore and Han-
nah (Peterson) Hoist. The parents brought

their family to America in 1869, landing in

New York City, and going from there to Chi-

cago, Illinois, where they lived a year before

coming to Toledo. Theodore Hoist was a cab-

inet maker by trade. His skill in that art

had brought him inducements to emigrate to

America and work for the Illinois Central

Railroad when that company began build-

ing the better class of railway coaches.

After one year with the Illinois Central at

Chicago Theodore Hoist moved in 1870 to To-

ledo, and for thirty-nine consecutive years was
employed at his trade in the shops of the

Wabash Company of that citv. He was one

of the finest workmen in his line for many

years and is now living retired at the age of
seventy-eight. His wife has passed the four-
score mark. These worthy parents had four
sturdy sons, all born in Christiania in Nor-
way except the youngest, who is a native of
Toledo. Conrad A., the oldest, is now a con-
ductor on the Lake Shore & Michigan South-
ern Railway. Elmer T. is connected with F.
W. James wholesale millinery house of To-
ledo. Edward C. is trainmaster for the Mich-
igan Central Railway between Toledo and
Detroit.

William 0. Hoist received his early educa-
tion in Toledo public schools, and graduated
from the Central High School in 1883. His
brothers were also educated in this city, but
he is the only one who completed the high
school course. While in high school he spent
his spare hours mastering the art of telegraphy
in the Wabash office. As soon as he left high
school he was taken into the regular service

of the company as telegraph operator, and
remained in the Toledo offices for eight years.

After that he spent another eight years in the
transportation department of the Michigan
Central Railway, and during the greater part
of that time was yardmaster.
When he left "the railroad in 1900 to en-

gage in business for himself he located on
South Erie Street, where his business head-
quarters have been ever since. He began deal-

ing in builders' supplies and with the contin-

ued growth and prosperity of his establish-

ment he incorporated in 1906 The W. 0.
Hoist Builders Supply Company with a cap-

ital of .$10,000. He owns practically all the
stock and is treasurer and general manager.
The vice president is C. H. Beins and the sec-

retary is his son. R. W. Hoist. Besides sup-

plying the local trade the company also does

a jobbing business and keeps two men travel-

ing over Southern Michigan and Northwest-
ern Ohio contracting for the supplj' of sand,

cement and sewer pipe.

Mr. Hoist is also a director of The Ohio
Builders Supply Association of Ohio. His
name is also well known in public affairs at

Toledo. He was a member of the city coun-

cil from the Fifteenth Ward in 1897-98 and
in the latter year was president of the coun-
cil and as such opened the present city of-

fices in the Valentine Building at the comer
of St. Clair and Adams streets. In 1899-

1900 he served as city clerk of Toledo. He is

an independent republican. Mr. Hoist is a
member of the Toledo Club, the Inverness Golf
Club, the Toledo Yacht Club, the Maumee
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River Yacht Club, the Rotary Club, the

Transportation Club, the Toledo Automobile
Club, the Toledo Commerce Club, is affiliated

with Rubicon Lodge No. 144, Free and Ac-

cepted Masons, is a Knight Templar Mason
and a member of Xenobia Temple of the Mys-
tic Shrine, and also belongs to Toledo Lodge,

Independent Order of Odd Fellows, to To-

ledo Lodge No. 5.3, Benevolent and Protective

Order of Elks. He also belongs to tlie Slagle

Resort Club. Mr. Hoist has always been an
ardent lover of good horses, and finds his rec-

reation in riding and driving, in yachting and
in golf.

At Toledo April 23, 1887, he married Miss

Eva May Friseh. Their only living child is

Raymond "W., now secretary of The W. O.

Hoist Builders Supply Company. The daugh-
ter Bessie died August 10, 1910, at the age of

nineteen.

Peter F. Lonz. A certain exclusive and
select patronage has loug known and appre-

ciated the Lonz vintage of sour wines, repre-

senting all the distilled sunshine and flavor

of Bass Island grapes. The processes of mak-
ing these rare vintages have been evolved by
the Lonz family and the output is now made
by the firm of Peter F. Lonz & Son of Middle
Bass Island.

For fully forty years Peter F. Lonz lias

been a resident of Middle Bass Island. He
came to the island on ]\Iarch 1, 1876. At that

time he was nineteen years of age, having been
born near Sandusky March 5, 1857. His
father was named Peter Lonz. After coming
to Middle Bass Jeter F. Lonz was employed
five and a half years by ilr. Wehrle in the

wine business and grape culture. With that

experience he .started out for himself, and in

1886 he began pressing grapes and manufac-
turing wine. From the fii-st he paid more at-

tention to quality than quantity, and the pure
wine from his presses had a reputation that

was recognized by the trade. Again and again
he has had to increase his facilities and space,

and the business was already one of con.sider-

able proportions when in 1912 his son George
entered partnership with him. At that time
the firm erected a complete new cellar. It

was constructed entirely of brick, and is

equipped throughout with the latest improved
machinery, including elevators, waterworks
and all the presses and storage facilities re-

quired for making and curing wines. At the
present time the firm press about ten thousand
gallons annually. Though this product is

quite large, the Lonz wines are not found in

the common centers of the wine trade, the

product being entirely taken by an exclusive

patronage, and even that the firm is unable to

supply with all that is demanded.
George Lonz now has the active executive

management of the firm of Peter F. Lonz &
Son, and since he took charge the business has
quadrupled in extent. The firm operates

forty-two acres of land, with twenty-five acres

in vineyard, and besides pressing out all their

own grapes they buy grapes from other grow-
ers. In 1915 they added another important
improvement to their equipment in the shape
of a fine brick barn.

Mr. Peter F. Lonz is an active democrat and
has taken a prominent part in local affairs.

He is now serving on the school board, with
which he has been connected for some years
and has filled the pcsition of treasurer. He
is a member of the Lodge and Encampment of

the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He
was one of the original incorporators of the

Bass Islands Vineyards Company of San-
dusky.

In 1882 he married Miss Margaret Siegrist,

daughter of John Siegrist of Middle Bass
Island. To their marriage have been born
four children, of whom a son and daughter
are now living. The daughter Louisa married
William C. Krueger. who is an engraver by
profession and is employed by one of the

large printing houses in Chicago. Mr. and
Mrs. Krueger have a daughter Henrietta. The
two children dead are : Cora, who died at the

age of 19 ; an infant who died unnamed.
George Lonz after attending the public

schools on Middle Bass Island and later at the

Sandusky Business College, entered the Ohio
Northern University at Ada, where he spe-

cialized in chemistry and where he was grad-
uated in 1910. He then entered the Govern-
ment laboratories at Charlotteville, Virginia,

and secured a broad and thorough technical

knowledge of all the phases of wine making.
This technical training has proved of great
advantage to him in his business, and along
with thorough knowledge he combined aggres-

sive and progressive enterprise. He married
Miss Fannie Macklen of Columbus, Ohio.

One of the most prominent democrats of

Ottawa County is Mr. George Lonz. He is

still young, but has shown his forcefulness in

party affairs in different ways. He is now
serving his second term as township trustee.

In 1914 he was a candidate for nomination
for the State Legislature. His defeat was ac-
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coinplished by a very small majority. It is

almost a tradition that any island man is sup-

posed to have no chance for county or any
oiifices except local ones. George Lonz is af-

filiated with Put-in-Bay Lodge of the Inde-
pendent Order of Odd Fellows and with the

JIasonie Lodge at Port Clinton.

Avery Sedgwick Hill, who died at Toledo
September 18, 1891, was for many years a
member of the Lucas County bar, and was
distinguished rather by the unusual attain-

ments of his mind and character and by the

posse.ssion of qualities which, while not neces-

sary and in fact sometimes preventing success

in a professional or business way, arc Jiighly

prized and appreciated as attributes of a cul-

tured and high minded gentleman.
A son of the late Gen. Charles W. Hill, he

was born at Toledo December 5, 1846, and at

the time of his death was forty-four years,

nine months of age. Mr. Hill graduated from
the Toledo High School with the class of 1866,

and in 1869 enjoyed some of the high honors
of his class in the law department of the Uni-
versity of Michigan. Prior to his graduation
he had been admitted to the bar of Ohio in

1868, and he began his professional career

with his father. The firm of C. W. and A.

S. Hill was terminated with the death of Gen-
eral Hill. After that Avery S. Hill continued
the practice of law alone until 1888. He was
then appointed one of the official stenograph-
ers of the court under the provisions of a law
passed that year, and he held that position

until his death.

"While thoroughly grounded in the princi-

ples of jurisprudence and loving the law as

a science, Jlr. Hill had a sensitive disposition

which made him adverse to the contentions in-

cident to active practice. Thus it was with
a sense of relief that he gave up his practice

and assumed his duties as official court sten-

ographer. His natural gifts and inclinations

were pre-eminently as a linguist, while he de-

voted much time and study to the acquisition

of a thorough knowledge of the modern lan-

guages, especially the German. It is said that,

not even excepting the most cultured men of

German birth, Mr. Hill was perhaps the most
proficient German scholar in Toledo. He was
a master of the language, speaking and writ-

ing it with the greatest accuracy and accent

and had a wide and thorough knowledge of

Germany as a nation, German history and
literature, and had studied deeply the con-

t-ributions of that nature and people to the

law, to science and to the various fields of art.

Mr. Hill possessed a reading knowledge of
the French and Polish language.
At his death the Lucas County Bar Asso-

ciation passed resolutions of respect and admi-
ration for their deceased fellow practitioner,

and the members of the bar and citizens in

general esteemed him as a high minded gentle-

man, and one whose attainments in scholar-
ship, whose genial and social disposition, and
courteous demeanor, were intimate and dis-

tinctive traits of his entire career.

In 1874 Avery S. Hill married Miss Ida
Rose Klauser, only daughter of the late Dr.
Francis J. Clauser. Mrs. Hill and her three
children still survive. These children are:
Carl F., a musician and teacher of music, liv-

ing at Toledo ; Herman A., reference to whom
is made on other pages ; and Miss Rose Eliza-

beth, who lives with her mother.

William Watson Bolles. Though a man
of intensely unassuming character, the name
of the late William W. Bolles is one that must
always be closely associated with Toledo busi-

ness and civic affairs. He was one of the city's

foremost real estate dealers. In that business
he was guided by some strong convictions and
ideals, and from the modern viewpoint it is

unmistakable that he rendered an enduring
service to the city'^ development by sturdily

following those convictions.

Born at Delphi, Indiana, February 2.5, 1841,
he came to Toledo when a boy with his father,

William Bolles, who was numbered among this

city's early dry goods merchants. Thus the
career of the late William W. Bolles was en-

tirely worked out in Toledo, and he lived there
until his death at his beautiful home on Col-
lingwood Avenue August 8, 1907.

He was a member of the second class gradu-
ated from the Toledo High School. For many
years he was affiliated with Toledo Lodge No.
144, Free and Accepted Masons, and with
Toledo Commandery Knights Templar. How-
ever, he was not given to club life, and divided
his time quite accurately between his busi-

ness affairs and his own home. So far as pos-

sible he avoided publicity, and was not a
seeker for social or political honors. Among
business associates he was upright and con-
scientious, gained the confidence of all with
whom he had dealings, and it was his strict

integrity that was at the foundation of his

success. He loved his home and its associa-

tions above everything else in life. In his

courteous relationship with his fcllowmen he
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was often spoken of as a gentleman of the

old school. On October 27, 1868, he married
Miss Ellen Collamore, daughter of Dr. Anthony
Collamore of Pembroke, Massaehnsetts. Doc-
tor Collamore was descended from an old co-

lonial family. Mrs. Bolles still resides in

Toledo, and her three children, also residents

of this city, are "William, George A. and Jliss

Margarita.

The home at which Mr. Bolles spent his last

years and where he died was a magnificent
place on Collingwood Avenue. The stately

homestead was surrounded by over twenty
acres of ground, and with its shaded lawns, its

blooming gardens it afforded an unusually
attractive place in the residential district. Mr.
Bolles had owned this place for many years,

and the fact that it was the center of many
associations of his own life and those of his

family prevailed above every other considera-

tion in causing him to refuse to sell any por-
tion of the grounds during his lifetime. Not
onl.y did he keep his own house and grounds
up to the highest standards of improvement
and beautification, but he exerted a strong
and potent influence in keeping the neighbor-
hood one of the highest character, and the
owners of property throughout that district

of the city have had many reasons to be grate-

ful to this Toledoan. It was Mr. Bolles who
set out all the fine shade trees which are grow-
ing today along "Winthrop Street. He pos-
sessed some very strong ideas on the subject
of civic sightliness and beauty, and it was
his influence that kept the telephone poles off

of Winthrop Street between Fulton and Ash-
land, and that fine thoroughfare has never
been marred by such poles. At one time he
owned practically all the property border-
ing on Winthrop Street and he bought the
corner of Ashland Avenue and Collingwood
Avenue, converting it into a small park, to

carry out his scheme of making this a strictly

residential district and keeping business

houses away. Now that the results of his

foresight are manifest, it is possible to esti-

mate at their proper value the services of

such a strong minded and forceful citizen as

the late W. W. Bolles.

After the death of her husband Mrs. Bolles
took an affectionate interest in keeping up the
old home until its care became too great for
one of her years. In April, 1909, she sold the
old homestead and its grounds to the school
board, and on the site now stands the splen-
did Jesup W. Scott High School, one of the
finest high school buildings in the State of

Ohio. Tims to a large degree this school and
its site will perpetuate the ideals which in-

fluenced the late Mr. Bolles in preserving
this beautiful location throughout his own
life.

Mrs. Bolles now resides a short distance
from the old home at 362 Winthrop Street.

She has been prominent for a number of years
in Toledo's social and philanthropic affairs

and was president of the Day Nursery for
many years. A student of history, she is

especially well versed in the storied annals
of the Maumee Valley, and probably no one
is a better authority on its past. Mrs. Bolles
is chairman of the Historic Sites and Revolu-
tionary Graves Committee of the Ursula Wol-
cott Chapter of the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution in Toledo, and is state chair-

man for that order of the Revolutionary
Graves of Ohio. To plant a tree is to render
a service for which subsequent generations
may be grateful. Mrs. Bolles has in recent
years taken upon herself the remarkable task
of planting elm trees all along the old Detroit
trail of the River Road back to the bridge. So
far the plan has proceeded to the extent of the
planting of 135 elms. This is one of the
pleasant and grateful tasks of the Daughters
of the American Revolution. Each one of

these trees is to be named for an old settler

of Lucas County, and the name of such old

settler is to be engraved on a plate attached
to the tree. A more splendid way in which
to beautify some of the historic highways of

Ohio and to render tribute to many worthy
names of pioneers could not be imagined.

Ch.\rles B. Duggan. So largely dependent
is the securitj^ of water transportation along
the dangerous coasts of large bodies of water
like Lake Erie, on the .star that gleams with
light in the lighthouse towers through dark-
ness and frequent storm, that great care is

taken in selecting capable and experienced
men as lighthouse keepers. No position de-

mands greater faithfulness in the discharge
of duty or greater resourcefulness in the times
of the wild battle of the elements. On Put-in-
Bay stands the lighthouse that, through the
vigilant care of Charles B. Duggan, nightly
sends its friendly gleam for miles around,
thereby guiding the mariner safely to anchor-
age through the tossing waves.

Charles B. Duggan was bom ]March 14,

1866, at Sacketts Harbor, near Watertown,
Jefferson County, New York. In young man-
hood he learned the carpenter trade and fol-
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. lowed the same until 1898, when he entered

tlie life-saving service, at Buffalo, New York.
In this connection his training was very
thorough. It was in 1903 that he came to

West Sister Island, having been appointed
keeper of the lighthouse at that point, and he
continued there for five years. In 1908 he
took charge of the lighthouse on Put-in-Bay
and has continued in charge here ever since.

To some extent Mr. Duggan is also a farmer
and grape producer, owning a valuable tract

of twentj- acres here, devoting eight acres to

vineyard purposes and the remainder to gen-

eral farming and peach orchards.

At Sacketts Harbor, New York, Mr. Duggan
was married to Bertha Graham. He has three

sons, Arthur, Archie and Lyle, all three being
yet at home. In politics he has always been
identified with the democratic party. Fra-
ternally he is a Mason, belonging to a lodge at

Port Clinton, Ohio; belongs to the Indepen-
dent Order of Odd Fellows at Sacketts Harbor,
New York, and is also a member of the order
of Foresters, in Sandusky. He is a brave, de-

pendable man and an industrious and re-

spected citizen.

Charles A. Peckham. One of Toledo's
largest and most important industries is The
Toledo Bridge and Crane Company. The or-

ganizer and the general manager is Charles
A. Peckham, whose individual career has un-
usual interest on account of his varied con-

structive accomplishment and also because he
represents some of the fine old families of

Northwest Ohio.

Born in Monroe County, Michigan, Decem-
ber 16, 1869, he is a son of the late Edward
W. and Sophia L. (Hill) Peckham. His fa-

ther, who was born in Utica, New York, came
to Toledo after the Civil war, and was in active

business there as a saw manufacturer until

1890. He then lived retired until his death on
May 30, 1901. The mother, Sophia L. Hill,

was born in the old Hill home on Summit
Street in Toledo and was married in that city.

She died August 9, 1910, and she and her

husband were laid to rest in the Forest ceme-

tery. She was of old pioneer stock, and was
a daughter of the late Gen. Charles W. Hill,

a distinguished Toledoan sketched on other

pages of this publication. Edward W. Peck-
ham and wife had one son, Charles A., and
two daughters, Marv Louise and Mrs. Fred
E. Pile, both of Toledo.

Charles A. Peckham received his early edu-

cation in the public schools of Toledo, but

at the age of thirteen left school to become
dependent upon his own resources. At that
time he entered the employ of the B. F. Wade
Company, a large printing establishment, and
was with them eight years. He began as a
general utility boy in the printing ofiSce, and
was the firm's trusted bookkeeper before he
left.

In 1892 Mr. Peckham formed an affiliation

which opened the real field for his energies
and ability. Becoming connected with The
Toledo Bridge Company, he was eventually
made its assistant secretary and treasurer,

and filled that post until 1901. The Toledo
Bridge Company was then sold to The Ameri-
can Bridge Company. The larger corporation
transferred J\lr. Peckham to Pittsburg, Penn-
sylvania, as assistant to James A. Huston, dis-

trict contracting manager of The American
Bridge Company. Mr. Peckham remained at

Pittsburg as assistant to Mr. Huston from
May, 1901, to September of the same year.

On his return to Toledo he became secre-

tary and treasurer of The P. Bissel Company,
and that formed his chief business connection
until May 1, 1905.

It was at the latter date that Mr. Peck-
ham became the mainspring in organizing The
Toledo Bridge and Crane Compan.y, and of

this he has made a remarkable success. As
already mentioned, he is now general man-
ager of one of Toledo's largest industries.

This is an engineering concern, extensive

builders of steel bridges and buildings of

steel frame, and they also manufacture elec-

tric traveling cranes, hoists, coal and ore

handling bridges, and kindred machinery.
The plant covers ten acres, and the volume of

business has aggregated .$1,000,000 for the

past several years. About 500 men are em-
ployed. In passing it should be noted that

The Toledo Bridge and Crane Company .fur-

nished the steel construction for the twenty-
one story Second National Bank Building of

Toledo, also erected the Cherry Street bridge
of that city, the Damascus bridge over the

Maumee near Napoleon, and their bridges

may be found all the way from New York
to San Francisco. Recently a bridge was
shipped from the company's plant to Los An-
geles, California, and they have also done
work on the Island of Cuba.

Besides his position as head of this com-
pany Mr. Peckham is president of The L. P.

Burdick Company of Toledo and president of

The Refrigeration Engineering Company of

Toledo, vice president of The Gasser Coffee
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Company of Toledo and director of The North-
ern National Bank. He is also well known in

social circles, being a member of The Toledo
Club, Inverness Golf Club, Toledo Commerce
Club and the Toledo Automobile Club, and is

a vestryman in Trinity Episcopal Church.
Politically he is a republican. His chief rec-

reation is automobiling.

Mr. Peckham and family reside at 416 West
Bancroft Street. On September 6, 1893, he
married Miss Celia Bird Burdick, the oldest

daughter of the late Leander and Jennie
(Walker) Burdick. Her mother is still liv-

ing in Toledo and her father, the late Leander
Burdick, was a prominent Toledo banker.

Mrs. Peekliam was born and educated in To-

ledo.

C.\SPER H. ScHROEDER. When Casper H.
Schroeder died at his home in Toledo October

13, 1903, he left behind an institution, one of

the oldest' and most substantial manufactur-
ing concerns, that was in the nature of a mon-
ument to his patient and persevering endeav-

ors covering nearly forty years, and contin-

ued to this day by members of his family is

one of the largest enterprises of its kind in

the Middle West. It was the skill, the consci-

entious care, the personal integrity inwrought
by this sterling old Toledoan into the early

stages of his business that proved the endur-
ing foundation for an industry that outlasted

a lifetime and contributed to the prosperity of

his home city and constituted a splendid man-
ufacturing service to the world at large.

About a month before his death Mr. Schroe-

der had returned with his wife from a trip

abroad, where they had spent ten weeks in

the hope of recovering his failing health.

Casper H. Schroeder was of rugged German
parentage. He was born in Westphalia, Prus-
sia, October 5, 1837, and was therefore sixty-

six years of age when he died. In 1852 he
came to the United States with his parents,

having in the meantime received the common
school training given to all German youth.

The family settled in Wood County, Ohio, and
from there Casper H. Schroeder moved to

Toledo in 1861. For the first six years he
was engaged in the furniture and undertaking
business.

In 1867 he began the manufacture of sash,

doors, blinds, etc., and his first factory was on
the same ground now occiipied by the great

plant of the C. H. Schroeder Company, from
339 to 345 South Erie Street. At the begin-

ning it was a limited institution in output and

trade connections. A small mill was built

by Mr. Schroeder in 1867, and for twenty
years he conducted the business under his own
name. In 1886 the business had reached such
proportions that a stock company was organ-
ized consisting of Mr. Schroeder, Henry Auf-
derheide, and Charles Dreyer. The authorized
capital stock was placed at $70,000. Twice
the business suffered the disaster of fire, in

1880 and again in 1887.

From the beginning Casper H. Schroeder
was the leading spirit in the growth and de-

velopment of this magnificent concern. He
was its president at the time of his death.

C. H. Schroeder Company are wholesole man-
ufacturers and dealers in lumber, sash, doors,

blinds, moldings, etc. The office, factory and
warehouse are on South Erie Street, and they
also have extensive yards and shipping and
dock facilities along South Erie Street. The
principal lumber materials utilized in their

products are white, yellow and Norway pine,

hemlock and oak. It is by no means a local

business. The company fill orders in all parts

of the United States, and in past year ship-

ments have been made to foreign countries.

In 1902 for instance the company shipped
forty-two carloads of sash, doors, etc., to the

Westinghouse people of Manchester, England.
The present officials of the company are

:

William H. Schroeder, son of the late Cas-

per H., president and treasurer; Mrs. M. A.

Schroeder, widow of Casper H., vice presi-

dent ; and Charles H. Schroeder, another son,

secretary.

For the purpose of handling the local trade

in sash, doors, etc., William H. Schroeder and
his brother, Charles H., establi.shed a part-

nership in 1908 under the name William H.
and Charles A. Seliroederj^as wholesale man-
ufacturers and dealers in lumber, mill work
and interior finishings, and also window glass

and other building materials. Their plant

was formerly located at the corner of Ne-

braska Avenue and Fifteenth Street, but in

1910 they moved to quarters just below the

factory of the C. H. Schroeder Company on

South" Erie Street.

The late Casper H. Schroeder was an active

member of the German Pioneer Association,

from the time of its organization, at one time

was president, and for twenty years before his

death was its treasurer. He enjoyed a host

of friends and loyal associates throughout his

career in Toledo and was everywhere recog-

nized as an honest, charitable and hospitable

gentleman, distinguished alike for his great
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business ability and his devotion to family and
friends. His body was laid to rest in Wood-
lawn Cemetery.

Surviving Casper H. Scliroeder were Mrs.

Schroeder and two sons and three daughters.

The son William H. and the son Charles H.
are now the executive officers of that great

business founded by their father. The daugh-
ters are : Mrs. H. W. Dachtler of Toledo ; Mrs.

D. C.-Hemley of Toledo; and Miss Helen M.
of Toledo.

Thomas B. Alexander is one of the most
interesting personalities of Northwest Ohio.

It is given to few men to live a career of so

many interests and activities as Sir. Alexan-
der. People who know him as a leading citi-

zen of Put-in-Bay are familiar with the fact

that he has been one of the builders of that

town, and that he is proprietor of the Crescent

Hotel, the leading hostelry on the islands of

this historic harbor. His more intimate ac-

quaintances know that he trod the stage for

many years, and that his abilities as an actor

were sufficient to make him a very popular
figure before the footlights in his time. Mr.
Alexander has been identified with Put-in-Bay

more or less continuously for the past quarter

of a century, and he was married here. Mrs.

Alexander, a woman of quiet and unassuming
culture, is a granddaughter of the famous
Jolm Brown of Osawatomie.

Mr. Alexander was born in Richmond,
Indiana, May 25, 1866. When he was a few
mouths old his parents removed to Springfield,

Ohio, where he spent his early years at home.
Since he was about ten years of age he has

made his own way in the world. As soon as

old enough his remarkable talent for dramatic
performance placed him upon the stage in

various roles, and that was his profession con-

tinuously until he retired a few years ago. At
one time he had a couple of companies of his

own on the road. During the last six years of

his stage career he was leading man in stock

companies, and much of the time was known
to the theater public of Chicago.

Mr. Alexander first came to Put-in-Bay on
July 1, 1890. Thereafter he spent his sum-
mers there, and was absent during the theat-

rical season. On retiring from the stage in

1911 Mr. Alexander devoted all his time to

his hotel and other business interests. In the

fall of 1905 he was the leading spirit in the

organization of the Put-in-Baj' Improvement
Company. This company erected the Colonial

Casino and hall and the electric light plant.

ilr. Alexander was president of this company,
which as much as any other thing has been a
big factor in the development of Put-in-Bay
as a i^opular resort. While the company was
organized in the fall of 1905, the Casino and
electric light plant were completed for the

1906 season.

On June 1, 1908, Mr. Alexander became
proprietor of the Crescent Hotel. He has
since made it the leading hotel at Put-in-Bay
and the best one now on the Bass Island. It

has eighty-five rooms, is thoroughly modern
and up-to-date, and most of the rooms have
facilities of hot and cold water, telephones and
private baths.

A public spirited citizen in every sense of

the word, and a loyal republican in politics,

]\Ir. Alexander has been called to various

places of trust during his residence at Put-in-

Bay. He served as justice of the peace two
terms, and as mayor two terms. Prom 1895
until December 31, 1915, he was member of

the council continuously except while mayor.
He is affiliated with Commodore Perry Lodge
No. 730, Independent Order Odd Fellows at

Put-in-Bay, and the Loyal Order of Moose.
On September 10, 1893, Mr. Alexander mar-

ried Miss Edith Brown. Her grandfather was
the immortal John Brown of Kansas, whose
name will always live in American history

as a martyr to the abolition cause. Mrs. Alex-

ander's father was John Brown, Jr., who
was much of the same mold as his father and
was a prominent resident of Put-in-Bay from
1862 until his death. All the time of the Har-
pers Ferry raid he was in Canada engaged in

drilling negroes. Returning to his home in

Ashtabula County, Ohio, he organized a com-

pany of cavalry sharpshooters. When the war
broke out he went to Kansas and joined the

7th Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, being captain

of Company K. Before he got into actual serv-

ice his health failed, and he was discharged on

account of disability. By this time the entire

North was marching to the tune "John
Brown's Body," and being unable to bear the

part which he craved in actual hostilities, John
Brown Jr. sought a place of retirement from
the conspicuous attention which his name pro-

duced. Locating on South Bass Island, he

made it his home until his death on May 2,

1895, at the age of seventy-three. His wife,

Mrs. Wealthy C. Brown, died July 21, 1911,

at the age of eighty-four. They were the par-

ents of two children : John and Mrs. Alexan-

der. Mrs. Alexander was born on South Bass

Island, but her brother John was born in Ash-
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tabula County, Ohio. He is known among his

family as John Brown VIII, being in the

eighth generation from Peter Brown, who was
the first American ancestor of the family and
who came to New England with the Plymouth
colonists. When John Brown Jr. located at

Put-in-Bay in 1862 there were only three or

four other faiuilies on the island. He possessed

many of those puritanical virtues for which
liis father was noted, and naturally took a

leading part in affairs. He seiwed as justice

of the peace and was one of the incorporators

of the village of Put-in-Bay. A surveyor by
profession, he was employed in performing
most of the surveys of the islands as deputy
to the county surveyor of Ottawa County.
His thoroughness as a surveyor became pro-

verbial, and he was a man of absolute honesty
and integrity. The only other member of the

family to live on Bass Island Was Owen
Brown, a younger son of John Brown, Sr.

Owen came here in 1881, and it was his home
for many years. For a long time he was man-
ager of the Gibraltar property for Jay Cook,
the great Philadelphia capitalist. Later he
removed to California and died and was
buried near Pasadena on Brown's Peak, which
he and his brother Jason of Akron, Ohio,

owned.

Frank D. Butler has in many ways proved
his judgment and resourcefulness as a Toledo
business man and financier. Though still

young, not yet thirtj'-five, he has been work-
ing in diiferent business lines since early boy-

hood, and has thus accumulated a great fund
of experience.

He is now one of the assistant cashiers of

The Dime Savings Bank Company of Toledo,

one of the largest institutions of its kind in

Northwest Ohio, with an aggregate of re-

sources totaling more than $4,000,000. Mr.
Butler has active charge of the branch of this

bank at 1121 Broadway. That location was
formerly the home of the old Broadway Sav-

ings Bank. That institution failed, and the

location was then taken over by The Dime
Savings Bank Company and was made a

branch of the central institution. That was
in the fall of 1909, and Mr. Butler was selected

by the bank officials to take charge of the

new branch. Since then Mr. Butler has built

Tip more business for the Dime Savings Bank
at this location than the old Broadway Bank
ever enjoyed in its most palmy days.

Frank D. Butler was born on a farm in

Fulton Township of Fulton County, Ohio,

March 27, 1882, a son of Thomas and Bridget
(McTigue) Butler. Both parents were born
near Sligo, Ireland, but were married in To-
ledo. Thomas Butler came to this country
alone when about nineteen j^ears of age. The
mother came over when afjout five years of
age with her parents, and the vessel which
carried them was shipwrecked and they were
saved by the crew of another ship. Both fam-
ilies landed in New York and subsequently
settled in Ohio. Thomas Butler had a long
and very active business career. From 1851
until the early '70s he was in the grocery
business at Toledo and his grocery store occu-

pied a site near the old Oliver House. After
leaving the grocery business he removed to

Fulton County and located on the farm where
his son Frank was born. Thereafter he fol-

lowed farming, and cleared up a place of forty

aci-es. This farm was sold and since 1903
both parents have lived retired in Toledo.

Thomas Butler was a gallant soldier in the

IJnion army during the Civil war. He served
as a private for about eighteen months in the

Twenty-fifth Ohio Infantry. He and his wife
became the parents of ten children, two daugh-
ters dying in infancy and four sons and four
daughters growing to maturity. At the pres-

ent time the surviving children are four
daughters and two sons.

The youngest in the family, Frank D. But-
ler, received his early education in the pub-
lic schools of Fulton County and at Toledo.

In this city he attended the Tri-State Business

College. The first fifteen years of his life

were spent on a farm, and then coming to To-

ledo secured employment while attending

school. For one j-ear he was with the Wool-
son Spice Company and for seven years was
with the Crescent Fuel Company. As cashier

of the Fuel Company he had charge of the

various yards about the cit.y and it was the

ability he showed in this position which
caused his selection seven years ago by the

officials of The Dime Savings Bank to take

charge of the newly opened branch on Broad-
way.

Mr. Butler is financial secretary of Justice

Council of the National Union, the largest

council of that order in Ohio. He succeeded

pn January 1, 1911, J. B. Thomas in that

office. Mr. Thomas had been financial secre-

tary for twenty-three years, and he urged and
nominated Mr. Butler as his successor for the

office. Mr. Butler is also a member of the

Knights of Columbus, is secretary of the South
Toledo Commerce Club and is a member of
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the Catholic Church of the Immaculate Con-
ception Parish, Toledo.

June 12, 1912, in the Immaculate Concep-
tion Church Mr. Butler married Anna M. Lar-

kin of Toledo, daughter of Timothy and
Margaret (McGuire) Larkin. Mrs. Butler

was born at. Marblehead, Ohio, but was edu-

cated in the parochial and public schools of

Toledo. Her parents still live in Toledo, and
Timothy Larkin, her father, is now one of

the oldest active engineers with the Lake Shore
& Michigan Southern Railway. He has a run
out of Toledo. Mr. Butler and his wife are

well known socially in Toledo and his favorite

diversion is a baseball game when his busi-

ness duties permit. He and his wife are the

parents of two sons: "William F., born Sep-

tember -11, 1913, and Robert L., born April 11,

1916, both natives of Toledo.

Clark D. Hoaye has been an active figure

in Toledo's business and public affairs for

many years. His principal connection now,

and for the past seven years has been, as man-
ager of the lapse department of The National

Union. This great mutual insurance order

has a fine building of its own in Toledo, lo-

cated on Michigan Street opposite the Lucas
County Courthouse. Mr. Howe has long

been prominent in The National Union, and
he has many other relations with the frater-

nal, civic and business life of his native city.

Mr. Howe was born in East Toledo August
14, 1864. a son of David and Hannah M.
(Thorp) Howe. His maternal grandparents,

Peter and Phoebe (Young) Thorp, were early

pioneers in Sylvania, Lucas County, where
Hannah Thorp was born. She survived her
husband many years and resided in Northern
IMichigan, where she died and was buried.

.David Howe, who was born near Schenectady,
New York, came to Ohio when he was about
twenty-one years of age, and passing up the

Maumee River on a boat he located in the

vicinity of Sylvania, where he married, and
,where he lived until his death. By trade he

was a carpenter, and volunteering for service

in the Union army he was assigned to work
as a carpenter, bridge builder and mechanic.

Later he became a building contractor, and
he died at the age of seventy-four, while his

wife passed away at the age of seventy-two.

David Howe was noted for his robust physique
and never knew what sickness was until his

last illness. Blood poisoning resulting from a

slight injury caused his death. He was a

splendid citizen and a fine moral upright man.

He was quite active in politics in his day, and
at different times was candidate for such of-

fices as assessor. He was widely known as
Deacon Howe, and both he and his wife were
charter members of the Second Baptist Church
on the east side. He was one of the most
active workers in that denomination, being
one of the members of the church board. His
political affiliation was republican practically

from the beginning of that party. He is laid

to rest in the Woodlawn Cemetery at Toledo.
In the family were eight sons, two of whom

died in infancy, and five are now living. The
oldest, Samuel T. Howe, is one of the fore-

most men of Kansas, living at Topeka, where
he is chairman of the State Tax Commission
and president of the National Tax Associa-
tion. He has filled the office of state treas-

urer of Kansas, was sheriff of Marion County,
Kansas, and his name is well known all over
that state. The next in age, Hiram, died in

infancy. Julius 0. is a resident of Toledo.
Charles E. died at the age of fifty-three.

George A. is also a Kansan, and has served
as clerk of Kingman in that state for a num-
ber of years. James E. is the next in order
of age.

The youngest of the children, Clark D.
Howe, like the others, was born in East Toledo
and received his education in the local schools

and took the public school course until within
a year of graduation. Leaving school, he be-

gan work for the old firm of Worts, Kirke &
Biglow, manufacturers of crackers, cakes and
candies. He was with that firm consecutively

for seventeen years, most of the time as out-

side man and city salesman. With that long
and thorough experience he next engaged in

the bakery business for himself on Main
Street in East Toledo, and followed that for

three years.

After leaving the bakery business Mr. Howe
spent three years in the county auditor's of-

fice under W. M. Godfrey. Then for ten years
he was a deputy internal revenue collector

being cashier of the office for five years and
outside man five years. The collectors dur-
ing that time were George P. Waldorf and
Col. William V. I\IcMaken. In 1909, on leav-

ing the internal revenue department, Mr.
Howe took the management of the lapse de-

partment of The National Union and has since

directed the affairs of that office and is also

national representative or senator of the na-
tional organization.

Mr. Howe has long been well known in re-

publican circles of Toledo, and in August,
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1916, was one of the candidates for the office

of county auditor. He is a member of the

Business Men's Exchange Club, which meets

at the Boody House every Tuesday, and has

just finished a term as vice president. He is

also a member and director of the East Side

Commercial Club. Other local organizations

with which he is identified are the Toledo

Young Men's Christian Association and the

Toledo Amateur Athletic Association..

In the National Union Mr. Howe has held

all the various chairs. For the past twelve

years he has been handling the finances as

clerk of East Toledo Camp No. 5797 ]\Iodern

Woodmen of America, and he is affiliated with
Toledo Lodge No. 402, Independent Order of

Odd Fellows, and in Masonry has taken both
the Scottish and York Rite degrees, being a

thirty-second degree Mason. He is a member
of Sanford L. Collins Lodge No. 396, Free
and Accepted ]\Iasons, Toledo Chapter No. 161,

Royal Arch Masons, Vistula Council, Royal
and Select Masters, and has been re-

corder of Utah Commandery No. 66, Knights
Templar, since it was organized eight-

een months ago. He belongs to all the Scottish

Rite bodies, and is a member of Zenobia Tem-
ple of the jMystic Shrine and of 0-Ton-Ta-La
Grotto No. 40.

Mr. Howe and his family are among the
working members of the Second Baptist
Church on the East Side, and for many years
has held the position of trustee. His wife has
a class of twenty-five young ladies in the Sun-
day school, and his daughters are also leaders
in church affairs. On October 9. 1889, Mr.
Howe married Miss Alice R. Ryan. They
were married in the Second Baptist Church.
Her father, Capt. W. T. Ryan, who died in

1911 and is buried in the Willow Cemetery on
the East Side, was long an active figure in

public affairs of Toledo and at one time served
as street commissioner. Mrs. Howe's mother
is Aurelia (Kirke) Ryan and is still living in

East Toledo. Mrs. Howe was born in East
Toledo and received her education there.

There are three daughters in the family, all of

whom are graduates of the Toledo High
School and all are now wage earners. IMartha
A. is in the city purchasing office; Lsabelle is

with the Ben L. Stevens Lumber Companj' in

the Spitzer Building ; Charlotte A. is with the
Roulet Company, manufacturing jewelers of
Toledo. Martha and lsabelle are both grad-
uates of the old Central High School, while
Charlotte graduated from the East Side High
School. Martha is clerk of the Second Baptist

Church and secretary of the Sunday school,

and has filled those positions for a number of

years. The other daughters, lsabelle and
Charlotte, are members of the church choir

and teach in the primary and kindergarten
1 of the Sunday school.

Leon.\rd E. French. The valley of the

Maumee, in Henry County, is one noted for

the excellence and fertility of its farms, no
less than for the progressive spirit and ability

of its agriculturists. Here are found proper-
ties on which are crops of various kinds, all

alike in their abundance, and model home-
steads that reflect credit upon the thrift and
good management of their owners. Standing
out prominently among these Ohio farms is

that belonging to Leonard E. French, -a 253-

aere tract lying in sections 23 and 25, Napo-
leon Township, on the south bank of the

Maumee River, and known as ]\Iaumee Aveniie
farm. Mr. French is an agriculturist of

ability who has passed his entire life in the

vicinity of his present home, and who has de-

voted his activities to the pursuits of the soil.

He was born in Napoleon Township, January
15, 1868, and is a son of William and Sarah
(Miller) French.
The father was born in Licking County and

the mother was born in Morrow County, Ohio,

and were children when they came to Henry
County with their respective families. Here
they were educated, reared and married, and
after their union settled down to housekeep-
ing on a farm located in Napoleon Township,
on Holgate Pike, south of the City of Na-
poleon. Their start was a modest one, but
they were industrious and persevering, and
after the passage of some years they succeeded
in accumulating a valuable property. On this

they made modern improvements from time to

time and here rounded out full and useful

lives, respected members of their community
and the center of a group of sincere friends.

They were members of the best of society, and
leaders in good works in their community, al-

though their numerous charities were hid-

den under a desire for unostentation. Mr.
French was a .stanch supporter of the prin-

ciples of the republican party and took an
active interest in local affairs, although he
did not aspire to public office, preferring to

confine his public services to a support of

good men and measures. He died November
29, 1914, at the age of sixty-seven years, Mrs.
French having passed away on the 7th of the

same month, being four years the junior of her
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husband. She was a pronounced artist in oil

and china painting. They had two children:

Leonard E., and Olive, who is the wife of

Joseph McCallister, lives on the old French
homestead in Napoleon Township, and has two

sons and one daughter.

Leonard E. French was given a good edu-

cation in the public schools of Napoleon
Township, and grew up to sturdy manhood,
dividing his time between securing mental

food at the schoolhouse and developing his

physical body in the hard and healthful work
of the home place. Under his father's instruc-

tion and through his own experience and

observation he developed into a practical agri-

culturist, with an appreciation of the benefits

to be derived from a use of modern methods

and machinery, and this, in large part, has

been the secret of his success. He was indus-

trious and enterprising, and finally determined

to start upon a career of his own. Like his

father, his start was modest, but he soon began

to add to his equipment and acres until he now
has one of the best farms in his township. In

section 23, Mr. French is the owner of fifty-

four acres. In addition he owns 253 acres,

located in section 25, Napoleon Township, all

under a high state of cultivation with the ex-

ception of thirty-five acres in timber. Mr.

French raises the finest crops of grain, and
finds a ready and instant market for his prod-

uct. His methods, as has been noted, are

modern in character and he is always ready

to give each innovation a trial. His property

has been enhanced in value by the erection of

a number of up-to-date buildings, these in-

cluding his handsome residence, located on his

home farm, a home which contains twelve

rooms, with bath and basement, an excellent

water system and lighted by electricity. This

two-story brick structure is modern in its ap-

pointments and comfortably furnished, reflect-

ing alike the good taste and prosperity of its

owner. The barn is a tall, commodious build-

ing, 40 by 56 feet, with all up-to-the-minute

appliances, and including a large lean-to, and
the other buildings, such as the granary, tool

house, garage, etc., compare favorably with

the barn. Mr. French is an enthusiastic auto-

mobilist, having found his machine not only

a means of pleasure but a great help to him in

a business way. He has not, however, neg-

lected his live stock, and his cattle are sleek,

well-fed and contented. All in all, Maumee
Avenue Farm is one of the model properties

in its part of Henry County, and Mr. French
is to be congratulated upon the possession of

qualities that have made its development pos-

sible.

Mr. French was married in Henry County
to Miss Freda Stroeh, who was born near

Hamburg, Germany, June 6, 1874, and there

grew to young womanhood and was educated.

She came to the United States with her

parents, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Stroeh, the family

locating on a farm in Harrison Township,
Henry County, where Mr. Stroeh is still liv-

ing. Although past seventy years of age he

is still engaged in agricultural pursuits, and
is known as one of the able farmers. In

political matters ^Ir. Stroeh is a democrat.

He belongs to the Lutheran Church, of which
his wife, who died some ten years ago, was
also a member, ilr. and Mrs. French are the

parents of three children : ^Margaret, who is

a graduate of the City High School, Napoleon,

class of 1916, and Inez, who was also a member
of the same graduating class, and both are

attending the College of Art at Athens, Ohio,

and Ernest, who is attending the graded
schools, and now is .in the sixth grade. The
children are all liright and talented, excellent

examples of the sturdy life of this part of the

state. The daughters are members of the

Presbyterian Church and Mr. and j\Irs. French
attend services there. He is a republican in

his political views and a .steady worker in

behalf of his party, although he votes for the

man rather than the party. All progressive

movements launched in his community have
his eager and willing support, and his good
citizenship has never been doubted.

Joseph M. Murphy. If there is one busi-

ness institution in Toledo which deserves spe-

cial mention on account of its live and pro-

gressive organization and rapid but substan-

tial growth it is The Citizens Ice Company.
The moving spirit in its organization was
Joseph M. Murphy, a prominent Toledo citi-

zen, who is secretary and general manager
of the company. Some of the important facts

regarding this company raa.v well be used as

an introduction to a brief sketch of the career

of Mr. Murphy.
When it was organized in 1906 The Citi-

zens Ice Company had only $22,000 in capital,

and its equipment comprised five wagons. 20

horses, and every detail of the business had
to be worked out new. At the present time

the company has an authorized capital of

$200,000, divided equally between the com-

mon and preferred stock. Of the common
stock $100,000 have been issued and paid for
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and also $47,000 of preferred stock. This

$147,000 capitalization is now all paid in cash,

and the total assets of the organization are

$262,000. During the first year the assets

were only $57,000. At the beginning the

company operated over the entire Toledo dis-

trict, including Ironville, Casino, Air Line

Junction and the Waterworks. Now they de-

liver to their customers within a restricted

city district between Dorr Street and Ver-

mont Avenue. The equipment now consists

of fifty-five wagons and automobile trucks,

with fortv-seven horses and with two main

plants, one at 19-23 South Erie Street and an-

other on Council Street. The main office is

at 25 South Erie Street and there are thirteen

ice stations in the city and they also have

four natural ice plants and properties in

Michigan at Whitmore Lake, Lake George and
Island Lake. About 40 per cent of the ice

delivered to their customers is natural ice,

while the rest is distilled water ice. At the

beginning the output of manufactured ice was
only fifty tons a day, and now their plants

have an output of 175 tons daily. At first the

company had no ice storage capacity, while

now they have refrigerated storage houses of

6,000 tons capacity. From a list of custom-

ers aggregating 982 the business has grown

until they now supply more than 11,000. The

first year only 8,000 tons of ice were sold,

while" in 1915'the business aggregated 30,000

tons. Beginning with only a small percentage

of family trade, that branch of the business

has practically monopolized their entire at-

tention and they now supply more than 90

per cent. In 1915 the company installed six

".iitney" stations, and it is now planned to

have fifteen more. Every year since the com-

pany was organized in 1906 until the present

7 per cent dividends have been paid on the

preferred stock and 6 per cent on the common.

A notable increase to the business organiza-

tion was made in May, 1916, when the com-

pany bought The Toledo Ice and Coal Com-

pany and The Toledo Ice Delivery Company,

placing one large organization in control of

the entire biLsiness. The stockholders of this

company are made up of the very best people

in and around Toledo, and the organization

has as heads of departments young, enthusi-

astic and capable men. The company has also

emphasized the character of the personnel of

all the employes. They make a strong point

of employing drivers who are neat, polite and
transact business in uniform, and it should be

mentioned that the employes are now taking

a Sheldon course in salesmanship.

The officers and directors of the company
are : Jay K. Secor, president ; George W. Saw-
kins, vice president; Joseph M. IMurphy, sec-

retary and general manager; Isaac E. Knise-

ley, treasurer ; and Thomas J. Marlowe, credit

manager.
A native son of Toledo, Joseph M. Murphy

was born July 14, 1868, and is a son of James
and Bridget "(McGrath) Murphy. His father

was born in County Clare and his mother in

Tipperary, Ireland, and both came to the

United States with their respective parents.

They were married in New York, and in 1854

located in Toledo. James Jlurphy died in

this city in 1901 at the age of seventy-eight,

while his wife passed away in 1896, aged

sixty-nine. Both are now at rest in Calvary

cemetery. Like many of the Irishmen who
came to Northern Ohio in the early days,

James Murphy was a railroad laborer and for

many years a section foreman. In the early

days his wages amounted to only 50 cents a

day, and even when promoted to foreman his

.stipend amounted to 75 cents a day. Through-
out his long active career he continued as sec-

tion foreman, and though his income was
never sufScient so that he could be called a

wealthy man, he reared a family of ten chil-

dren and provided for them well, demonstrat-

ing the truth that a thrifty use of money is

more important in the long run than a large

income. Of the twelve children in the fam-

ily, five sons and seven daughters, two sons

and two daughters reached maturity. Joseph

M. was the youngest of the family and the

only others still living are his two sisters,

Mrs. George W. Sawkins of Toledo, and Mrs.

Anna Henry, a widow, living in Toledo.

Joseph M. Murphy while a boy attended the

Immaculate Conception parochial school,

which was then located on the corner of Dix
(now known as Courtland) Avenue and Jer-

vis Street. Many of the young pupils called

this school Darby College for short, and the

old residents of that section of the city still

refer to the school by that name. After leav-

ing school Mr. Murphy began life in a hum-
ble capacity as water boy for a railroad section

gang. He next took another .job carrying

water for the men in the Mitchell and Row-
land lumber yard. He worked as messenger

for the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Rail-

way for more than a year, and then became

bill clerk and was in the employ of that rail-

road system for a number of years. After-
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wards he was clerk in the general offices of

the Michigan Central for several years, and
then became bookkeeper for The Gendron
Wheel Company. For about six years he was
employed as bookkeeper and part of the time

as manager of the branch house of Swift &
Company. Then followed employment as

bookkeeper with Berdan & Company, whole-

sale grocers. His first independent venture in

business was not financially successful. For
a time he sold bicycles, but when that proved

an unproductive enterprise he engaged in the

meat business on Ashland Avenue in 1900.

It was in that line of work that he laid the

foundation for his subsequent success. He
gave it up in 1906 in order to organize The
Citizens Ice Company, and has been manager

and secretary of that company ever since.

Politically he was born a democrat. His

father was one of the most ardent followers of

the democratic party in Toledo, and though

Mr. Murphy has gravitated into the ranks of

the republican party he states that if his fa-

ther knew that he voted anything but the

democratic ticket he would turn over in his

grave. Mr. Murphy is very popular among
Toledo business men and his genial personal-

ity has been a factor in a number of organi-

zations. This is indicated by the fact that he

is chairman of the entertainment committees

in the Toledo Commerce Club, the Rotary Club

and the Toledo Yacht Club. He also belongs

to the Toledo Automobile Club and his favor-

ite recreation is automobile touring. He is a

member of the Knights of Columbus and he

and his family worship in the Cathedral

Chapel parish.

The home of the Murphy family is at 614

Virginia Street. On October 4, 1894. in the

Immaculate Conception Church :\Ir. :\[urphy

married Miss Lillie Bourdette of Toledo,

daughter of Oscar and Mary (Lawless) Bour-

dette, both now deceased. Mrs. Murpby was

born in Adrian, Michigan, but was educated

in Toledo in the Immaculate Conception paro-

chial school and in the Ursuline Convent. She

also attended the public schools, including the

high school. Mr. and Mrs. Murphy became

the parents of five children, and two daugh-

ters and one son are now living : Cecile Marie

;

Claire Marie ; and Robert Arthur. The oldest

child was Irma, who was killed by a street

ear on Broadway when six years of age. An-

other daughter died in infancy. The daughter

Cecile graduated from the Ursuline Convent

in 1914 and from the Thomas Normal Train-

ing School at Detroit in 1916. Claire M. is

now a student in the Ursuline Convent.

Najib N. Sallume, M. D. During his
twenty years of practice as a physician and
surgeon, the people of Toledo have come to
know Doctor Sallume not only as one of the
able members of his profession but as one
of the most gifted personalities and most bril-

liant intellects that the old world of the East
has given to New America. Doctor Sallume
is a master of both the ancient and modern
learning, is an erudite scholar, a writer who
has secured his niche of fame and was skilled

in all the intricacies of European and Asiatic
politics and diplomacy before he sought a
quiet haven in Toledo.

He was born September 10, 1868, in the
family suburban home near the ancient city
of Damascus, being fourth of the eight chil-

dren of Rev. Nassif N. Sallume, who was a
minister of the Presbyterian Church. Of the
five sons his father selected him as best fit-

ted, by endowments and inclinations, for the
ministry. When Doctor Sallume was ten
years of age his father died, but mindful of
the latter 's wishes he determined to prepare
for the ministry and continued his prepara-
tory course. At the age of thirteen he entered
the Syrian Protestant College, now Univer-
sity, at Beirut, and was afterwards given the
advantages of the Royal Universities at Con-
stantinople and Berlin and other centers of

education. For more than fourteen years his

life was spent in institutions of learning, eight

of those years as both professor and student.
Prom the age of sixteen he was frequently

employed to teach American and English mis-
sionaries file language of the land and initiate

them into the mysteries, of oriental life and
customs. At seventeen he was preaching to

large congregations. In the midst of a busy
life his talents for literature cropped out, and
at nineteen he wrote the Arabic Poems, which
gained current, and were considered of suf-

ficient merit to be translated into German
blank verse under the title "Trauer Ode und
Grabschrift. " The Arabic text of the latter

poem is engraved upon the tombstone of the
late William I, Emperor of Germany.
When twenty years of age Doctor Sallume

was appointed to a professorship in English
and Semitic lansruatres and mathematics and
made an active member of the National Audju-
mani Danish—the authorized body to preserve
the purity of the language of the land. The lu-

cidity of his thought, his poetic tone, and the
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energy and elegance of diction and profound
sincerity which marked his utterances and
writings gave him a national fame. At twen-

ty-two he had written text-books and manuals
on Semitic languages, particularly on Arabic,

these books being in English and other

tongues. Doctor Sallume mastered sixteen

ancient and modern languages, and was an
authority on Comparative Philology and allied

sciences.

For all his attainments he was more than

the quiet scholar. He was a leader in the

life and times of his people, and it was for

political reasons that he finally had to sever

his connections with the land and institutions

he loved so much and come to America. Doc-

tor Sallume was the first and perhaps the only

Christian of his generation to receive military

honors from the Old Regime in Turkey. The
rank of general was conferred upon him by
the Turkish Government. With his learning

and his ability as a natural orator and de-

bater, and with a power of applying the imagi-

nation of a poet to the facts and business of

life, he was almost inevitably received into

the inner circles of statecraft and was given

the responsibility of many important posts,

as a military attache and envoy plenipoten-

tiary in European and Asiatic courts. For
the efficient and satisfactory manner in which
he discharged such duties he received further

recognition in being several times decorated

by Sultan Abdul Hamid II.

With all this his interest did not wane in

his scientific pursuits and cultural studies.

In 1893, comparatively a young man, he eon-

ducted an expedition of great importance for

the Royal Scientific and Geographical Society

across the great Arabian desert and through
all the country lying between the Mediter-

ranean and the head of the Persian Gulf.

Doctor Sallume became connected with what
was known as the

'

' Young Turkey Party,
'

' an
organization that stood for progress in gov-

ernmental affairs. Since then this party has
practically triumphed and come into control

of the Turkish Government, but at the time

now under consideration a swift vengeance
was meted out to those who were allied with
such interests. It was for this reason that

Doctor Sallume was compelled to leave his

native land in 1895. and on April 17th of that

year he arrived at New York. No sooner had
he arrived in this country than the news
reached him that the Imperial Turkish Gov-
ernment had confiscated all the family estate,

real and personal, and he had to fall back on

his education to earn a living, hampered with
the handicap of being hounded and shadowed
by Turkish Secret Service agents.

Having decided to follow the practice of
medicine, believing that this work afforded
the greatest opportunities for leading a quiet
and inconspicuous life, he spent the best part
of the first two years after his arrival in visit-

ing the great medical institutions of this coun-
try. January 18, 1897, Doctor Sallume reg-

istered in Toledo as physician and surgeon,
and has practiced his profession here ever
since. Jlay 5, 1900, he received in Lucas
County Probate Court the proper documen-
tary evidence that he is a naturalized citizen

of the United States.

In Toledo Doctor Sallume has attained high
rank in Masonry. On the occasion of his re-

tiring at the close of 1915 from the office of

Master of Sanford L. Collins Lodge, the
Monthly Bulletin published an interesting ar-

ticle reviewing Doctor Sallume 's career and
with particular reference to his Masonic con-

nections. From that article the following
sentences are quoted: "Dr. Sallume was
raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason
in Sanford L. Collins Lodge on May 22, 1900,

and woi'ked for a number of years on the Team
and as an officer pro tem. Later he served
in all the progressive elective offices, having
been elected and serving as Junior Deacon
for 1911. It was during 1915 while IMaster

of Sanford L. Collins Lodge that Worshipful
Brother Sallume was chiefly instrumental in

establishing the LTnited Masonic Employment
Bureau which has accomplished so much prac-

tical good for ]\Iasons in Toledo.

"While rather exacting as a ]\Iaster, he
never tired of giving unstinted praise to

worthy subordinates for the work they did and
his administration was especially conspicuous

for a punctilious regard for the ritualistic

work of the lodge and the propagation of true

fraternity. He is a member of Toledo Chap-
ter No. 161, Toledo Council No. 33, Toledo
Commandery No. 7, Ancient Accepted Scot-

tish Rite and the Mystic Shrine. In all these

bodies he has been an active, enthusiastic and
efficient worker."

Herman Alex.\nder Hebbster. In every

large center may be found valuable collections,

both public and private, of rare and curious

things, mainly the result of wide extended
travel. To a traveler far distant from home,
the beautiful and unusual wares and rare

objects he finds himself surrounded with make



A^^^r^iC^J^^^^^^d^





HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO 1387

a strong appeal. He desires to carry with
him something more tangible of the pleasure

he has found than merely a memory. To view
these possessions of another land and another
people, perilous voyages are undertaken, long
journeys are made and hardships are cheer-

fully endured. Few such travelers pass on to

auotlier scene witliout bearing with them some
portable souvenir of the section visited. These
accumulations become collections, and in time
man_y form the nucleus of museums, and what,

sometimes, perhaps, was a purchase made to

gratify a passing fancy, because of fine en-

graving, perfect line, delicate carving or

enchanting color, may become in other sur-

roundings, an unpurchasable treasure and,

through sight, give delight to thousands who
can, practically, never leave their own fire-

sides. Visitors from far and near in the

vicinity of Put-in-Ba}% Ottawa County, Ohio,

have found one of the attractions of the place

to be the large souvenir and curio shop owned
and conducted by Herman Alexander Herbs-
ter, one of the substantial and highly respected

residents of the island. Mr. Herbster is also a

large publisher and dealer of souvenir postal

cards, which find a ready sale over a large

area.

Herman A. Herbster was born at Put-in-

Bay April 4, 1874. His father, Herman
Herbster, came to the United States from
Baden, Germany. In the early '70s he lo-

cated on Put-in-Bay Island and established

a hotel and also a saloon, being a fine business

man. In 1878 he purchased a vineyard and
went into the business of grape culture, and
had his life been spared no doubt would have
become a man of large fortune because of his

enterprise. He was accidentally killed in

1880, falling from a railroad train while re-

turning to his home from Dayton, ( )liio. where
he had been visiting his son, Herman A., who
was attending school at that place. For some
years, or until the vineyard was sold, Mrs.

Herbster and her children continued to con-

duet the business. This was the celebrated

Crystal Cave property, made notable by the

discovery in 1882 by a German geologist, of

the presence in the cave of depo.sits of the

mineral strontia. Of his parents' family Her-
man Alexander was the first born, the others

being : Frank J., who is interested in mining in

Alaska; Christina, who is the wife of C. A.

Bullock, now living in Nashua, New Hamp-
shire ; and Otto G., who is a photographer in

business at Put-in-Bay.
Herman Alexander Herbster was given ex-

cellent educational advantages, attending the
public schools in his native place and spending
one year as a student in St. Mary's Institute,

at Dayton, Ohio. After leaving school he
decided to learn the jewelry business, and
along this line spent two winters in Detroit,

where he perfected his skill in repairing and
in engraving jewelry, this branch of his pro-
fession having been a great aid in connection
with his curio business. Mr. Herbster has
worked at his trade in numerous cities, in-

cluding Columbus, but ever since he was
sixteen years old he has spent his summers
at Put-in-Bay and sold souvenirs and in this

way becanie thoroughly acquainted with the
tastes of visitors.

In 1896 Mr. Herbster established his large
curio and souvenir shop, finding ready sale

for the attractive wares he provides, these
including his own specimens of burnt leather
work, which are especially beautiful. All over
the country there are homes in which may be
found his wares, carrying with them memories
of delightful seasons on Put-in-Bay. In addi-
tion to his curio business and jewelry line,

Mr. Herbster manages five acres of land set

with choice fruit, this enterprise being more
for the sake of recreation than as a commercial
venture.

ilr. Herbster has a domestic circle, wife
and children. The family all belong to the
Roman Catholic Church. In politics he has
always been identified with the republican
party and at times he has served as a member
of the city council. He is one of the repre-
sentative men of Put-in-Bay.

Gen. Robert K. Scott, M. D. A career
of exalted distinction and usefvilness was that
of the honored Ohio pioneer to whom this re-

view is dedicated, and his ability and noble
character gained to him high honors in varied
fields of activity. He was one of the pioneer
physicians and siirgeons of Henry County,
Ohio; he gained marked distinction as a gal-

lant soldier and officer in the Union service

during the Civil war ; he was a prominent and
revered Government official in South Carolina
during the so-called reconstruction period that

followed the close of the war, and such was his

hold upon the confidence and esteem of the
people of the Palmetto State that he was
elected governor of that historic old common-
wealth, of which office he continued the incum-
bent for two successive terms; but such was
his loyalty to his old home State of Ohio that

he eventually returned to the same and he
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continued his residence within its borders un-

til the close of his life. General Scott acquired

large landed and other property interests in

the section to which this history is devoted,

was one of the influential citizens of Henry
County and aided greatly in its civic and
material development and progress, and it is

most consonant that in this publication be

entered a tribute to his memory and a brief

record of his remarkable and distinguished

career.

Robert Kingston Scott was a scion of fine

old Scotch-Irish stock and his paternal grand-

father, Robert Scott, was born in the North

of Ireland, where his ancestors had taken ref-

uge after the battle of Culloden. Scotland,

in 1746. They were representative of the his-

toric Scottish clan of Buccleuch, which had
taken part in that famous battle and had been

put to flight, the defeat having led to eventual

settling of many members of the elan in the

counties of Northern Ireland. Prior to the

War of the American Revolution Robert Scott

and three of his brothers came to this country,

and his brothers settled in Maryland, where
they passed the residue of their lives. He was
a youth of seventeen years when he espoused

the cause of the American colonies and went
forth as soldier in the War of the Revolution,

in which he served with marked fidelity and
valor. After the war he settled at Shamokin,
Northumberland County, Pennsylvania, where
he and his wife continued to reside during the

remainder of their lives. Their son John,

father of the subject of this memoir, was born

and reared in Northumberland County and
later became an influential citizen of Arm-
strong County, Pennsylvania, where he estab-

lished his home after having served as a gal-

lant soldier in the War of 1812. In the earlier

years of his active career he followed the voca-

tion of civil engineer, but for many years he
was found numbered among the representative

farmers of Armstrong County, where he and
his wife, who.se maiden name was Jane Hamil-
ton, continued to maintain their home until

their death.

Gen. Robert Kingston Scott was born in

Armstrong County, Pennsylvania, on the

8th of July. 1826,' and in his youth he was
afforded full advantages of the really excel-

lent common schools of his native county. His
youthful ambition was to prepare himself for

the legal profession, and with this end in view
he came to Ohio and entered Central College

when he was a lad of sixteen years. He later

decided to adopt the medical profession, and

his preparation for this exacting calling was
bj' 1he medium of the historic Sparling Medi-
cal College, in the City of Columbus, an
institution that many years later was to

become the medical department of the Univer-
sity of Ohio. In 1850, within a short time
after the discovery of gold in California, Doc-
tor Scott made the weary and perilous jour-

ney across the plains to the New Eldorado.
He identified himself with gold mining and
also found demand for his service as a physi-

cian, with the result that he accumulated an
appreciable sum of money. Upon his return

to Ohio he became one of the pioneers in the

midst of the wilds of Henry County, and he

was one of the earliest and most influential

physicians and surgeons in this section of the

Buckeye State. Financial success attended

his well ordered activities and he became the

owner of a large landed estate in this section,

in the splendid future of which he had utmost
confidence. His exceptional ability and indom-
itable energj^ and progressivenes made him
a leader in popular sentiment and action and
to identify himself with all things tending to

insure social and material advancement. For
a number of years he diversified his activities

by conducting a prosperous general merchan-
dise establishment at Napoleon.
When the Civil war was precipitated on the

nation Doctor Scott was tendered by Gov-
ernor Dennison a major's commission, and he

promptly accepted the same and became an
officer of the state militia. He was duly mus-
tered into the service of the United States and
in November, 1861, he was given a lieutenant's

commission in this service. With his com-
mand he took part in the reduction of Fort
Donelson and in the two days' battle of

Pittsburg Landing, where his regiment, the

Sixty-eighth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, made
a splendid record of intrepid gallantry and
where his horse was shot from under him in

the midst of the fierce conflict. In 1862 he
took part in the siege of Corinth and Bolivar,

and in July of that year he was promoted to

a colonelcy, being the youngest of the colonels

in the division commanded by General Ross

and later being transferred to the command
of General Hulbert. In connection with the

fall of Corinth Colonel Scott received special

mention for gallantry, and similar distinction

was accorded to him in connection with the

battle of Hatchie River, where his command
was with the forces of General Price. Later

he was made brigade commander, in recogni-

tion of his special ability shown in the carrying



HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO 1389

out of orders from general headquarters. He
took part in the battles of Port Hudson, Jack-

son, Raymond and Champion's Hill, later was
placed in command as second brigadier, and
he was with Sherman's forces in Big Shanty
and Kenesaw Mountain, during the vigorous
operations directed against the command of

Gen. Joseph C. Johnston. At nearly the point

and time that marked the death of General
MePherson, who fell mortally wounded at

Atlanta, General Scott was captured by the

enemy, and, with other prisoners, he was sent

forth to Macon, Georgia. He was placed' with

other officers in an ordinary box-car, in which
also were other soldiers from the ranks, and
all were guarded by a Confederate officer.

Colonel Scott sat in the open door of the car,

with his feet hanging outside, and when the

guarding officer was dozing he removed the

cap from the latter "s gun and at a favorable

moment jumped from the door of the car. He
rolled down an eighteen foot embankment and
.after recovering his breath he set forth to

make good his escape. For seven days he fol-

lowed the course of the Okmulgee River in the

direction of the Federal lines, and for three

days his only food was three army crackers, or

hard tack. After leaving the river he met a

citizen who, from fraternal motives, provided

him with food and with clothing that meas-

urably served as a disguise. The General had
nearly reached a point beyond the danger lines

when he was intercepted and identified as a

Union man when he was crossing a ferry, and
was again placed in captivity. He was taken

as a prisoner of war to Charlestown. South
Carolina, where with other officers and pri-

vate soldiers, his exchange was eff'ected in

September, 1864. He later rejoined his com-
mand at Atlanta, from which city he accom-
panied General Sherman on the historic march
to the sea and thence through the Carolinas to

the national capital, where he participated in

the Grand Review of the victorious Union
foroes. He was then sent with his regiment

to Louisville, Kentucky, where they were mus-
tered out on the 10th "of July, 1865. He had
been brevetted brigadier general in the pre-

ceding January, and during the major part of

his service in the office of colonel he had vir-

tually exercised the prerogatives and function

of brigadier general. Before the final muster
roll was called he was presented with a hand-
some gold watch as a mark of the affection and
esteem of the officers and men of his regi-

ment. He had been the dominant figure in

effecting the recruiting of the Sixty-eighth

Ohio Volunteer Infantry, of which Capt.
Charles E. Reynolds and many other Henry
County men formed a part.

On the 15th of December, 1865, General
Scott was ordered by the Secretary of War
to report to Gen. 0. 0. Howard at Washing-
ton, and he was thence sent to relieve Gen-
eral Saxton as commissioner of freedmen, ref-

ugees and abandoned lands at Charleston,
South Carolina. He assumed the duties of
this exacting office on the 1st of January,
1866, and with such ability, diplomacy and
consideration did he discharge the duties of
the office as to meet with unqualified commen-
dation on the part of the Government authori-
ties and also to gain the unqualified esteem
of both the white and negro citizens of his

jurisdiction. In consonance with a request
made by the citizens in general in South Caro-
lina General Scott was not mustered out at

the time determined upon by the authorities in

Washington but was continued as the incum-
bent of the office until July, 1868, when he
resigned the' position. He had in the mean-
while acquired official residence in South Car-
olina, on account of his prolonged official

service there, and in 1868 he was given signifi-

cant evidence of his inviolable hold upon the
confidence and esteem of the people of the
state, in that, as nominee on the republican
ticket, he was elected governor of that com-
monwealth by the splendid majority of 45,000
votes. His careful and able administration as

chief executive resulted in his re-election in

1870, and he thus served two consecutive terms
as governor.

For six years after his retirement from the
position of governor of South Carolina Gen-
eral Scott continued his residence in that state,

and he then, in Jul.y 1878, returned to Napo-
leon, Henry County, Ohio, and assumed the
active management of his extensive real-

estate interests in this section of the state and
,in the City of Toledo. He continued his resi-

dence at Napoleon, one of the venerable, re-

vered and distinguished citizens of Henry
County, until his death, which occurred on the

12th of August, 1900, at the age of seventy-

four years. The general was a stalwart and
effective advocate of the principles and poli-

cies for which the republican party stands
sponsor, was prominent and influential in the

Grand Army of the Republic and was affil-

iated also with the Military Order of the Loyal
Legion of the United States.

While engaged in the practice of medicine
in the village of Florida, Henry County, Gen-
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eral Scott was united in marriage to Miss

Rebecca J. Lowry, who was born December 1,

1831, a daughter of John and Eleanor (Mc-

Kinley) Lowry, sterling pioneers of Henry
County, her mother having been a representa-

tive of the same family line as was the late

and lamented President McKinley. John
Lowry was born and reared in Warren
County, this state, a son of George Lowry, who
was a native of England and one of the early

pioneers of Ohio. John Lowry established

his residence in Henry County in 1831, when
this section of the state was principally rep-

resented by virgin forest and impenetrable

swamps, and here he continued to reside until

his death, which occurred in 1818, his widow
long surviving him and being summoned to

eternal rest in 1876. General and Mrs. Scott

became the parents of two children, of whom
the firstborn was Eleanor C, she having been

born at Columbia, South Carolina, on the 9th

of February, 1872, and her death having

occurred in the same year. Of the younger

child, Robert K., Jr., more specific mention

is made in following paragraphs. Mrs. Scott

still survives her husband and continues to

maintain her home at Napoleon, a venerable

and gracious woman who has the affectionate

esteem of all who have come within the sphere

of her gentle influence.

Robert Kingston Scott, Jr., only son of the

honored subject of this memoir, was born at

Huntington, Indiana, on the 10th of October,

1865, and he passed to the life eternal on the

7th of July, 1906. As a youth he attended

the Michigan jMilitary Academy at Orchard
Lake, an institution whose organization lapsed

a few years ago, and later he was for some
time the military instructor in historic old

Kenyon College, at Gambler, Ohio. He had
previously been a student in the United States

Militai-y Academy, at West Point, but he

resigned his cadetship in this institution at the

expiration of his freshman year. After his

return to Napoleon, where he became asso-

ciated in the management of the large family

estate, he served as captain of Company F,

Ohio National Guard.
At the home of the bride 's parents in Napo-

leon was solemnized the marriage of Captain

Scott to Miss Jeanette Elizabeth ITlrich, who
was here born and reared and who is a daugh-
ter of Adam J. LTlrich, a sterling citizen of

whom individual mention is made on other

pages of this work, so that a repetition of the

family record is not here demanded. Mrs.
Scott is a woman of education, culture and

gracious personality, and in her native city

and county her circle of fi-iends is virtually

coincident with that of her acquaintances. She
has become specially well known for her pub-
lic spirit, her generosity and her many chari-

table and philanthropic deeds. She has
proved herself a capable business woman and
is ably and carefully giving her personal
attention to the management of her large

property interests in Henry County. She was
one of the organizers of the Commercial Bank
of Napoleon and has been a member of its

directorate from the time of its incorporation
to the present. She is a popular leader in the

representative social activities of her native

city. Captain and Mrs. Scott had no children.

M.\URiCE Allen, junior member of the law
firm of Smith, Baker, Efifler & Allen, with
offices in the Smith & Baker Building at

Toledo, has during his brief career as a lawyer
and previously in college and university work
exhibited those qualities which would be ex-

pected of the son of a distinguished father.

Mr. Allen is the son of Dr. Horace N. Allen,

whose valuable service in foreign missionary
fields and as a diplomat and a prominent resi-

dent of Toledo has received attention on other

pages of this publication.

Shortly after Doctor Allen married Frances
Ann Messinger he went to the Far East, locat-

ing first in the City of Shanghai where he

engaged in the practice of medicine. It was
while here that Maurice Allen's only brother,

Horace E., was born. Horace is now assistant

general superintendent of the Michigan Rail-

way Company, with headquarters at .Jackson,

Michigan. In the year 1884 Doctor Allen took

up his residence in Seoul, Korea, and was soon

accorded a special position of dignity in the

Korean Court. It was while his parents were

at Seoul, Korea, that ilaurice Allen was born,

June 22, 1886. He has the distinction of being

the first white male child born in Korea. The
first white child, it should be noted, was Alice

Appenzeller, a daughter of Henry G. Appen-
zeller, a Methodist missionary. She was born

in Korea about a year before Maurice 'Allen,

and after an education in the United States,

completed in Wellesley College, she returned

to Korea as a missionary. Maurice Allen was
born in a dwelling house which stood on the

present site of the Royal Library at Seoul.

Both of these brothers on account of their long

residence in the Far East became proficient

in the Korean language.

Maurice Allen received his earlv education
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in St. John's Military School of Manlius, New
York, from 1899 to 1903, and during the fol-

lowing year studied under private tutors in

Geneva, Switzerland. Then entering the

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, he was
a student there until 1908, graduating as civil

engineer with the degree S. B. Instead of

engineering he determined to make the law
his profession, and with that purpose in view
entered the law department of the University

of Michigan where he was graduated with the

degree Juris Doctor.

Admitted to the bar of Ohio in 1911, Mr.
Allen at once located in Toledo, where he was
associated with the law firm of Smith & Baker
until made a partner on January 1, 1914. The
firm name was then changed to Smith, Baker,

EfHer & Allen. Mr. Allen is a republican, is

a member of Sanford L. Collins Lodge No. 396
Free and Accepted ilasons at Toledo, belongs

to the Delta Kappa Epsilon college fraternity,

to the Osiris Senior Honorary Society of the

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and
while in the University of Michigan he was a

member of the junior honorarj' society "Wool-

sack and the senior society Barristers. He is

a member of the Toledo Commerce Club,

Toledo Club, Country Club, and of the First

Congregational Church. He is also a member
of Anthony "Wayne Chapter of the Sons of

the American Revolution, of which chapter

his father is now president.

November 1.5, 1911, in the old Fii-st Congre-
gational Church of Toledo the marriage of

Maurice Allen and ^liss Mildred Barton Smith
was one of the society events of that season

in Toledo. Mrs. Allen is a daughter of Bar-

ton Smith, senior member of the law firm of

Smith, Baker, Efiler & Allen. Mrs. Allen was
educated in Miss Smead's School of Toledo,

spent one winter in study in Geneva, Switzer-

land, was at Dana Hall in "Wellesley, Massa-

chusetts, and finished in Miss Gillman 's School

in Boston. She is a member of Ursula "Wol-

cott Chapter of the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution. Mr. and Mrs. Allen reside

at 2267 Robinwood Avenue.

Frederick Oswald is senior partner in the

Buckeye Electric Company of Findlay. This

is a company with the best reputation for ex-

pert service and the best facilities and organi-

zation for rendering that service of any simi-

lar concern in Hancock County. Mr. Oswald
has been in the electrical business for a great

many years and his success is due to the fact

that he followed his early inclinations and has
steadily kept at one pursuit since boyhood.
He was born at Findlay in 1882, a son of

Samuel and Mary (Schenk) Oswald. His
father, who was a building contractor and
merchant, came from Berne, Switzerland, to

America in 1872, first locating at Bluffton,
Ohio, and in 1876 moving to Findlay.
The common schools and two years in the

high school gave Frederick Oswald his start

in life so far as a literary education was con-
cerned. Then as a boy he began work for the
Toledo, Bowling Green and Southern Traction
Company, at first as a helper under General
Manager Charles F. Smith. He learned rap-
idly, was faithful and diligent, and in a short

time was promoted to mechanic. He also had
his eye on the future, saved his money, and
after getting a limited capital he formed a
partnership known as the Electric Construc-
tion and Motor Company. He had several

associates in that enterprise and it was contin-

ued for one year. In 1904, with others, ]\Ir.

Oswald established the Buckeye Electric Com-
pany. After a year he bought out his partner
and continued the business alone until 1911.

In that year the business was reorganized and
Fred B. Love became a partner, and these two
men, both expert and practical electi'icians,

»have continued the business with increasing

success ever since.

Mr. Oswald was married in 1903 to Marj-
Opperman, daughter of "William and Eliza

("Wingate) Opperman. They are the parents
of two children, Richard, born in 1905, and
Mary Louise, born in 1906, both now attend-

ing the public schools.

Fraternally Mr. Oswald is affiliated with the

Masonic Order, the Knights of Pythias, the Be-
nevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the

Modern Brotherhood of America. He is well

known both in social and business life in

Findlay.

Fred B. Love. "W^hen Fred B. Love was a

boy, like many other young men of his age,

things electrical had a peculiar fascination for

him. It was not a passing fancy with him,

however, and he has not only been interested

in that profession but has given it every energy
he possesses, and by hard work has made a

splendid success. He is now junior partner

in the Buckej'e Electric Company of Findlay
He was born in 1889 at Tapper Sandusky,

Ohio, a son of S. J. and Flora (AhlefeW)
Love. He is of Scotch and English ancestry

and his grandfather. Rev. B. C. Love, is still
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living at Perrysburg, Ohio, and is one of the

pioneer Methodist ministers of the state. He
is also noted as a local historian, and has com-

piled a history which for many years has been

recognized as a standard source of aixthority

on the territory it covers. Mr. Love's father

was a railroad man.
When Fred B. Love was nine years of age

the family removed to Findlay, and here he

attended the common schools and the Findlay

High School. He was eager to get into the

real work of life and left school to learn the

trade of electrician with the firm of Shanahan,

Darrow and Oswald. For three years he

remained with them, and when Mr. Oswald

started in business for himself Mr. Love went

along, and under him completed another three

years of training and practical work. Having

mastered the business in all its details he

formed a partnership with Mr. Oswald under

the name Buckeye Electric Company, and this

firm, during its five years' existence, has gained

a position second to none as general electric

contractors, with trade extended all over Han-

cock County. Their specialty is fine work,

and their contracts have always met the tests

of the most exacting inspection. The company

has fine headquarters in Findlay and they

carry a splendid display of goods.

Mr. Love is unmarried. He is very active

in the Benevolent and Protective Order of

Elks, and in the local lodge has held the chairs

of esteemed loval knicrht and esteemed lectur-

ing knight. He is also affiliated with the Ma-

sonic Order and the Knights of Pythias, and

in matters of politics is independent. Besides

his active connection with the Buckeye Elec-

tric Company he is a stockholder, director and

vice president of the Varley Manufacturing

Company, a company manufacturing automo-

bile parts.

Stevens Warren Flower was one of Tole-

do's noblest citizens. Two spltendid institu-

tions in Toledo bear witness to his beneficence.

These are the Ellen B. Flower Deaconess

Home and the Flower Hospital. Toledo will

ever be indebted to Mr. Flower for his gift of

the Flower Hospital, which, although still in

its infancy, has already become one of her

greatest hospitals. Having been blessed with

no children of their own, and becoming deeply

impressed by an instance of the deaconess

work, Mr. and Mrs. Flower considered the

advisability of leaving their residue to be used

as a home for these self-sacrificing women.

After the death of his loving companion, Mr.

Flower decided to bequeath his residue, with
about two acres of land surrounding it, valued
at $50,000 to the Central Ohio Conference of

the Methodist Episcopal Church as a site for

a deaconess home as a memorial for Ellen B.

Flower, and as a site for a hospital to be
known as the Flower Hospital. A generous
endowment in money was also provided by his

will. A nurse's training school is maintained
in connection with the hospital. The first unit

of the hospital, with room for twent.y-five beds,

was opened January 19, 1910. The second
unit, with accommodations for thirt.y-five beds
was opened June 1, 1913. It has been crowded
with patients from the beginning. Another
valuable property was given by Mr. and !Mrs.

Flower during their lifetime as a rescue home
for girls. It is operated under the same man-
agement and is now a home where the deacon-

esses bring young women coming into the city

as strangers to make their own living. Here
they are sheltered and assisted until they suc-

ceed in getting suitable employment and
homes. The memory of ]\Ir. Flower and his

estimable wife will ever be kept green by these

gifts for the benefit of humanity. Stevens W.
Flower was a native of the old Empire State,

having first beheld the light of day in the

Town of Clayton, Jefferson County, New
York, August 21, 1832. He was descended

of highly honorable ancestry. His father,

Jo.seph Warren Flower, of Massachusetts,

served in the War of 1812, and his widow re-

ceived from the Federal Government a land

grant of 160 acres, and was also awarded
a pension. His grandfather, Timothy Flower,

of Connecticut, was a member of the Conti-

nental army during the Revolutionary war,

and the records show that twenty-five men of

the Flower name and ancestry, residents of

the states of Massachuetts, Connecticut and
New York, served their country honorably in

this conflict, which resulted in the annihila-

tion of British tyranny in the American colo-

nies. Mr. Flower's mother. Amy Stevens, was
a daughter of Gen. Elias Stevens, of South
Royalton, Vermont. A prominent and influ-

ential man in his day, serving in the Connec-

ticut militia in the war of the Revolution and
as a member of the Vermont Legislature for

twenty years. These facts, taken from family

and military records, show that patriotism, so

important an element in Mr. Flower's nature,

was an inheritance from both paternal and
maternal ancesters. When he was about two

years old his father was summoned to the life

eternal, and after about five years of widow-
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hood his mother married Augustus Ford, mas-

ter in the United States navy, who was a noble

father to the boy and young man, and who
went to his reward in 1855. Soon after the

marriage of the mother to Mr. Ford the fam-

ily moved to Sackett's Harbor, New York,

where Stevens W. lived until he entered the

military service of his country in the great

Civil war, enlisting September 12, 1862, as a

first lieutenant in Company H, Tenth New
York Heavy Artillery. He served with his

command in a variety of places, participating

in the defenses of Washington and in the

memorable campaigns of Sheridan. He expe-

rienced active service at Cold Harbor, Vir-

ginia, before Petersburg and Richmond ; in

the assault on Petersburg; in the battle of

Cedar Creek, Virginia, and in the fall of

Petersburg, and Richmond, April 2, 1865.

For fidelity to duty, and because of his

marked executive ability, he was appointed

quartermaster and served in this capacity, in

many important branches of the service, until

his discharge from the army at the close of

the conflict, in June, 1865. As quartermaster

he furnished supplies to General Sherman's
and Sheridan's commands as they passed

through Petersburg on their final return from
their triumphant invasion of the South to

Washington, and was complimented verbally

by General Sheridan for the prompt and effi-

cient manner in which he had supplied his

army with provisions. For his faithful and
exceptionally meritorious services wherever

assigned he was recommended by General

Grant for the position of assistant quarter-

master-general, but because of the commission

incident to Lee's surrender and the assassina-

tion of President Lincoln the commission was
not issued. He came to Ohio immediately

after the cessation of hostilities, and early in

the spring of 1866 associated himself with his

father-in-law, the late George W. Reynolds,

in the Reynolds Flour Mills at ]\Iaumee. in

which he retained his interest until 1873, when
the firm retired from the milling business.

But about five years previously the firm had
established a commission house in Toledo, un-

der the name of George W. Reynolds & Co., of

which Mr. Flower assumed the general man-
agement in 1873.

The firm of George W. Reynolds & Co. was
continued until 1876, when Mr. Reynolds re-

tired, and soon afterward the firm of S. W.
Flower & Co. was formed, its principal business

being that of dealing in seeds, especially clover

seeds. The business has grown steadily and

has been remunerative, is still carried on
by Charles S. Burge, the other member of the

firm. S. W. Flower was an honored member
of several patriotic and fraternal organiza-

tions, belonging to the ancient and honorable

order of Free and Accepted ]\Iasons, which he

joined shortly after attaining to his majority,

at Sackett's Harbor, New York; Ohio Post,

No. 107, Grand Army of the Republic; An-
thony Wayne Chapter, No. 739, Sons of the

American Revolution, and the Toledo Produce
Exchange, of which he was an active member
for over thirty years, and of which he served

as president for a term. His ancestors were

not only patriotic and highly honorable, but

were also of a decided Christian character.

His grandparents, parents and stepfather were

all Christian people. His most intimate

friends were Christian people. He gave his

heart to God in early manhood, and ever after-

ward his daily life was strictly in accord with

the tenets of 'the Christian faith. He carried

his religious principles into his business, and

often said that if he succeeded in commercial

pursuits it must be along the lines of strict

honesty, integi'ity and fundamental teachings

of the lowly Nazarene. He prospered in the

seed business because he handled good seed,

and the firm of which he was the head became

known far and wide as one that could be

depended on to buy and sell on the principle

of the strictest honesty. He loved to converse

on religious topics, especially those pertaining

to personal religious life and experience. Be-

ing of a modest and retiring nature, he often

felt troubled that he did not feel as keen reli-

gious emotions and personal assurances as

some Christian people experienced or pro-

fessed. He was both conservative and pro-

gressive. While clinging to the old doctrines,

and always loyal to the church, he took a

broad and statesmanlike view of the Kingdom
of God, and a better way presented itself. In

the spring of 1867 he united with the I\Ietho-

dist Episcopal Church at Maumee, in the

affairs of which he was very active until he

took up his residence in Toledo, in 1874, when
he transferred his membership to St. Paul's

Church of that denomination. By changes of

residence he became an attendant upon the

services of other churches, having been for a

number of years a member of St. John's

Methodist Episcopal Church, and frequently

attending, with Mrs. Flower, the church of

her choice, the Episcopal, at Trinity or St.

Mark's. Among yoiing people he was an

especial favorite, contributing to their enjoy-
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ment in all possible ways and assisting them
by kindly advice and example. Nearly all his

life he was a highly successful teacher of Bible

classes in Sabbath schools; and his Christian

activities, especially the study and teaching of

the Word of God and his many unostentatious

benevolences, became to him real means of

grace; and he always counted them among
the happiest experiences of his life.

In his later years Mr. Flower suffered

greatly from bodily infirmities, and he was
not able to attend religious services at St.

Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church, of which
he was then a member. Nevertheless his spirit

ever remained sweet, something that earthly

suffering could not crush and his purse was
always open to the call of the church or any
public call. He gave as if giving was a real

pleasure to him. No solicitor for a worthy
cause needed to hesitate in approaching him
for a contribution. The domestic altar fire

was kept burning in his hnnie.

Morning and evening reading of the Scrip-

tures and prayer were regularly maintained,

and frequently in the household worship he
strengthened his body and soul by receiving

the Communion in sacred commemoration of

his dying but risen and ever-living Lord. Pos-

sessed of an intellect with the ability to grasp

things of a permanent value, he had a judicial

mind which gave weight to his opinions, and a

beautiful Christian spirit which made him as

fair with those who differed from him as with

those whose views were strictly in accord with
his own. Men trusted him because of their

profound faith in his integrity ; they followed

him because he possessed the qualities of lead-

ership; they loved him because he was an
humble follower of Jesus ; and those who knew
him best loved him most. He was hospitable

and charitable, he endured all with true and
unflinching Christian fortitiide. fully believ-

ing that, this painful life ended, there would
be for him, through the merits and mercy of

his crucified Redeemer; the bliss, the fruition

of a glorious immortality and eternal life: and
as he neared the end he looked back over his

long and exceptionally useful life of nearly

fourscore years, a large part of which had
been cheerfully given to the service of the

Kingdom, he patiently awaited the approba-
tion of the Master—"Well done, thou good
and faithful servant." He joined the "silent

majority" November 13, 1908, and all felt

that a leader whom it was thought could not
be spared had been called home to a well-

earned reward.

In September, 1865, was solemnized his mar-
riage to Miss Frances B. Reynolds, an adopted
daughter of the late lamented George W.
Reynolds, for several years associated in busi-

ness with Mr. Flower, and one of the most
influential and respected citizens of Lucas
County, who then and for many years resided
at Maumee. Frances (Reynolds) Flower was
taken ill in July, 1866, and gradually failed

until the last days of December of the same
year, when God called her home, and her body
was laid away in beautiful Riverside Ceme-
tery, at Maumee. amidst a vast concourse of

sorrowing friends and acquaintances only
about fift^een months after their marriage. On
October 8, 1874, Mr. Flower was happily
united in marriage with Miss Ellen Burge, of

Maumee, and in the following November they
removed to Toledo. Ellen (Burge) Flower
was born in Bampton, Devonshire, England,
April 21, 1847, and died in her home in

Toledo, April 24, 1903. after a happily wedded
life of twenty-nine years. ]\Irs. Flower was
a woman of rare excolleiiee of mind and heart,

one of those cliaraeti'rs that leaves its impress
upon every life it touches. Kind and sympa-
thetic, she was ever ready to contribute to the

comfort and good cheer of all who came within

the sphere of her influence, finding her great-

est happiness in earnestly endeavoring to make
others happy. More than any other one char-

acteristic that molded her life was her utter

unselfishness, and she exemplified the Chris-

tian virtues in her daily walk and conversa-

tion. Her well-rounded Christian character

and sweet, loving and gentle disposition en-

deared her to all and made her life a constant

benediction. A woman of perfectly trans-

parent character, a devout Christian, having
a positive experience of salvation by Divine

Grace through faith, sympathetic, useful and
beloved, she lived in fear of the Lord and died

a peaceful and happy death. Almost her last

conscious words were the beautiful benediction

of the Lord's prayer: "Thine is the King-
dom, and the power, and the glory forever.

Amen."
Although Stevens W. Flower is gone, his

impress still remains in the community. His
integrity in business is still remembered.
IVIany a man will perform his duties more
faithfully and more conscientiously because of

the influence of his unostentatious but force-

ful life. Those who are compelled to seek

hospital shelter will bless his name. Friend-

les.s girls who come to the great City of

Toledo will speak the name of IMr. and Mrs.
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Flower reverently. Indeed it is good to have
lived, and to have lived to such good purpose.

Orra Eugene Monnette, now a prominent
banker and citizen of Los Angeles, earned his

early distinctions as a lawyer in Northwest
Ohio at Bucyrus and Toledo, and is identified

by many ties with this section of the state.

He was born near Bucyrus, Ohio, April 12,

1873, and in that city spent his boyhood and
early manhood. Here he received his first

business and financial training, having been
employed in the Second National Bank. After
graduating from the high school at the head
of his class in 1890, he entered the Ohio Wes-
leyan University at Delaware, and was gradu-
ated bachelor of arts in 189.5. While in col-

lege he attained high rank as a student, being
one of the fifteen honored students of his class,

and after graduation was given membership
in the honorary scholastic fraternity Phi Beta
Kappa.
While in the university at Delaware he be-

came a member of the Phi Kappa Psi fra-

ternity, and has always kept up an active in-

terest in that organization, and is one of its

prominent national reprcsnit.itivcs. Soon
after graduation he was eli'ctrd unicral secre-

tary of the fraternity, a position he filled for

eight years, being elected four times, without
opposition, during which period he visited a

majority of the universities, colleges a)id chap-
ter houses over the country. From 1912 to

1914 he was national president of the Phi
Kappa Psi fraternity. It is said that Mr.
Monnette probably has a larger personal ac-

quaintance among the individuals of the fra-

ternity than any other member.
On graduating from the Ohio Wesleyan he

took up the study of law, and was admitted to

the bar in October, 1896. While at Bucyrus
he practiced as a member of the firm of Beer,

Bennett & Monnette for several years, and
became one of the leading legal lights. Of
this firm, the Hon. Thomas Beer was known as

an able .iuri.st and the Hon. Smith W. Bennett,
now of Columbus, Ohio, the latter retiring, the

firm continued as Beer & Monnette for sev-

eral years. He then moved to Toledo in De-
cember, 1903, where he quickly attained high
position at the bar, and was a member of the
firm of Seiders & Monnette.

Since 1906 IMr. Monnette 's home has been in

Los Angeles, California. Being admitted to

the bar in that state after several years of

active law practice there, he was elected presi-

dent of the Citizens Trust & Savings Bank

in 1912, a position he still holds. He is also

a director in the Citizens National Bank, and
a director of the Bankers Oil Company. He
has actively concerned himself in a public
spirited way with the civic alfairs of that great
Californian city. He is a member of the Los
Angeles Municipal Annexation Commission,
by appointment of the mayor, and is a member
of the Board of Library Directors of the Los
Angeles Public Library, and of which he has
recently been elected its president.

The Monnettes are one of the oldest and
most honored families of Crawford County,
Ohio. His grandfather, Abraham Monnette,
was a pioneer in that county, and left a large
famil.v of descendants. Mervin Jeremiah
Monnette, father of Orra E., was for many
years president of the Second National Bank
of Bucyrus until he removed to Los Angeles,
where he is now a director and official in sev-

eral banks, has interest in important business
enterprises, and occupies a splendid home.
Mervin J. Monnette established the Monnette
Hospital at Bucyrus. The mother of Orra E.,

Olive Adelaide Monnette, was a daughter of
the late George Washington Hull, who was a
prominent and successful banker of Bucyrus.
She died in 1912.

Orra E. Monnette is a student of genealogy.
He has written a history of the Monnet, Mon-
nett and Monnette families, which is consid-
ered a model of genealogical history. Besides
many articles in magazines on genealogy, he
has also compiled the "Spirit of Patriotism,"
a history of the California Society, Sons of
the Revolution, and a Chronological History
of California, both of which are valuable
works and have been well received. He takes
a very active interest in and is vice president
of the Sons of the Revolution, and has been
both president and treasurer of the Ohio So-

ciety of Southern California. At the present
time he is governor of the Society of Colonial
Wars in the State of California. Politically

speaking he is a republican, is a Thirty-second
degree Scottish Rite Mason, Knight Templar
and Shriner, and a member of the Methodist
Church. He is also a member of the Cali-

fornia, Los Angeles Athletic, Los Angeles
Country and Scribes clubs of that city, Mr.
Monnette married Miss Carrie Lucile Jane-
way, a daughter of the late William Francis
Janeway of Columbus.

William Franklin Hosler, of Findlay, be-

gan his biisiness career early and has been
indefatigable in the constant pursuit of his
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varied interests and has long since won a

secure position in the business affairs of Han-
cock County.
He is now cashier of the Ohio Bank and

Savings Company, director, secretary and
treasurer of the Findlay Courier, a director

and president of the Buckeye Traction Ditcher
Company, and a director of the First National
Bank of Findlay, Ohio.

He was born in 1862 in "Washington Town-
ship of Hancock County, where liis father

was a contractor and farmer. His parents,

Peter and Susanna (Sherman) Hosier, were
of Swiss ancestry, the families coming origi-

nally from Berne, Switzerland. Peter Hosier
was elected county treasurer in 1874, for a
two-year term, and at that time the family
removing to Findlay. He was one of the pio-

neers of Hancock County and a very repre-

sentative man of his day.

William F. Hosier continued his education

in the public schools of Findlay and was also

employed in the treasurer's office under his

father. Early in his business experience he
became an employe of the Farmers Bank of

Findlay, and was with that institution six

years, part of the time as teller and in his

third year became assistant cashier. In 1887

he and his father organized the Citj^ Bank of

Findlay. l\Ir. William P. Hosier becoming
cashier. In 1898 the bank was reorganized,

but he continued as cashier. In 1912 its name
was changed to the Ohio Bank and Savings
Company. Peter Hosier died in 1897, having
been president of the City Bank at the time of

his death.

William F. Hosier has always been a demo-
crat, is a member of the Findlay Country Club,

of the Benevolent and Protective Order of

Elks and the Independent Order of Odd Fel-

lows. In 1885 he married Helen M. Shafer,

daughter of Morgan D. and Mary L. (Bunts)
Shafer of Findlay. The Shafers are an old

and respected family of this city. Mr. and
Mrs. Hosier have one daughter. Mary Louise,

who was born in 1887 and is now the wife of

Raymond H. O'Brien, a prominent Toledo
lawyer. Mr. and Mrs. O'Brien have a daugh-
ter named Mary Louise.

In 1900 Mr. Hosier was one of the re-

organizers of the Findlay Courier and has
since been its secretary' and treasurer. A few
years ago he was elected president of the

Buckeye Traction Ditclier Company, an im-

mense plant employing over 200 men. Mr.
Hosier is one of a fine family, being one of
twelve children, all of whom have been pros-

perous and have had successful relations with
this community.

John Wesley Durham. In arrangement,
equipment, general fertility and productive-

ness, there are few better farms in all North-
western Ohio than that owned and occupied
by John Wesley Durham in Napoleon Town-
.ship of Henry County. His home farm is on
section 218, but he also owns extensive bodies

of land in other parts of that county. •

Mr. Durham is an old and prominent resi-

dent of Henry County. The foundation of his

success was laid of course as a farmer. His
influence, however, has spread to various busi-

ness affairs and he has also plaj'ed a part in

public life. He was one of the organizers of

the Henry County Farmers Mutual Insurance
Company and for some time acted as one of its

agents. He served as a county commissioner
for two years from 1906, and is a very active

republican. He and his wife eujo.y the com-
forts of their beautiful homestead known as

the Homestead Farm. They are generous, hos-

pitable and kindly people, and their lives have
been spent in doing good not only for their

children but for their neighbors and friends.

The Durham family is of German ancestry.

The grandfather, William Durham, was born
in Germany, came to the United States and
while living in Virginia married a Virginia

woman. ]\Iary Elizabeth Jeams. During the

early '20s they moved to Ross County, Ohio.

A few years later, in that county, on February
27, 1827, was born their son John, father of

John W. Durham. Six months after his birth

the family moved to Richland Township in

what is now Defiance County. At that time

that section was on the frontier, was covered

with dense woods, much of the land was under
water, and it was largely an impenetrable

wilderness. There the Durhams faced all the

dangers, privations and hardships of pioneer-

ing. Their first habitation was a log cabin of

the simplest type and with the simplest furni-

ture in the midst of the woods. They were
surrounded by Indians and wild animals, and
at that time there was no Town of Defiance

and their nearest mill and market were ten

miles away, with dense woods between, the

only path being blazed trails. William Dur-

ham acquired an extensive tract of land in

that vicinity. Six years after his settlement

there, in 1833, while carrying a log on his

shoulder his foot slipped on the ice and in

falling the log struck him in such a way as

to fracture his skull, resulting in his death.
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He was then in the prime of life. His widow
died a number of years later, after carefully

rearing her children. There were eight of the

children, and all of them grew up and mar-
ried except one, and all are now deceased.

John Durham, owing to the fact of his

father's early death, had to contend with the

serious problems of life at an early age. He
spent his childhood with his mother and also

in the home of James Moorhead, and early

started out to make his own way. His first

purchase of land was in section 36 of Adams
Township, Defiance County. This was in

1851. For forty acres he paid $100, and that

land was the scene of his industrious labors for

a number of years. Later he bought a farm
in Richland Township of the same county, and
he lived on it plying his vocation as an agri-

culturist until his death. He was a fine type

of the early settler. While his youth had
been passed in such circumstances as to pre-

clude his securing an education, it is said

that he could practice mental arithmetic in

figuring out problems to better advantage

than most men could with pencil and paper.

He married for his first wife Sarah Cragn,

who was born in Washington Township of

Defiance County and was about the same age

as her husband. She died in October, 1861.

Her parents were among the very early set-

tlers of that part of Defiance County. She

left five children: John We.sley: Manuel;

Isaac J., who is a retired farmer in Napoleon

Township; Ellen, unmarried: and (ieorge, a

farmer in Defiance County. John Durham,
Sr., married for his second wife Martha A.

Welder, and she also became the mother of

five children.

While growing to manhood on his father's

farm, John Wesley Durham secured such edu-

cation as was afforded in the country schools

of that time. He was taught the lessons of

industry and honesty and has practiced these

and has exercised a commendable business

.iudgment so as to place him far ahead in the

matter of material prosperity.

In Flat Rock Township of Henry County
he married i\Iiss Clara Brubaker. She was
born on the farm where she spent her child-

hood days April 28, 1853, a daughter of John
and Sarah (Wyandt) Brubaker, both of whom
were natives of Pennsylvania. Her mother
came to Ohio when a child with her parents

and located in Stark County, while her father

came to Ohio from Pennsylvania when a

young man. Thev were married at the home
of her. father, Henrv Wyandt, in Stark

Vol. in—

5

County, and they then located near the
Wyandt home in Wilmont, Sugar Creek
Township. While Mr. and Mrs. John Bru-
baker lived there five children were born:
Hannah, Mary, Francis, Christian and Al-
fred. In 1847 the Brubaker family started
with wagons and teams to a point further
west, in Flat Rock Township of Henry
County. John Brubaker in the preceding
year had walked the entire distance and had
selected a farm. Never a furrow had been
turned on the farm of his selection, and he
had all the tasks of the pioneer settler. The
Brubakers lived in a log cabin for some years
after they came to Henry County, and in that
humble abode were born the other children:
Daniel, Mrs. Durham, Jacob, who died at the
age of sixteen, and Emanuel. Of the children
born in Stark County three sons are still liv-

ing. In 1857 John Brubaker replaced the old
log cabin with a substantial frame house. He
lived the quiet and industrious life of the
capable farmer and died at the old home April
3, 1892, followed by his wife on October 23,
1900. The Brubakers were most kindly and
excellent people, and ]Mrs. Brubaker was
reared in the faith of the Disciples Church.

In February, 1874, not long after their mar-
riage Mr. and Mrs. Durham located on the
farm where he was born in Defiance County,
but in August of the same year they returned
to Flat Rock Township in Henry County,
where they resided three years. In" 1878 they
moved to section 28 of Napoleon Township
and for three years rented the land, which he
then purchased. Mr. Durham's homestead
there now comprises 176 acres. He also owns
36 acres in section 31, 80 acres in Liberty
Township, 34 acres in Flat Rock Township,
and the Angling Road Farm, which is in sec-

tion 31 of Napoleon Township and section 5
of Flat Rock Township, and contains 70 acres.

All these lands are excellently improved. On
his home farm Mr. Durham lias spent many
years of labor and has invested heavily in im-
provements. He has built two houses, one of
nine rooms and the other of five, and has a
large bank barn 40 by 60 feet, with an addi-
tion 40 by 44 feet, serving perfectly its pur-
poses for stock and grain. Like most success-
ful farmers, Mr. Durham combines stock rais-

ing with the growing of the staple crops. He
keeps high grade Hereford cattle and some
fine horses. He is a member of the Masonic
Order and Mrs. Durham belongs to the Metho-
dist Church.
They have been exceptionally happy in
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their domestic life and have a fine family of

children. Carey is now giving a good account

of himself as a farmer in Flat Rock Township
;

by his marriage to Martha Gist he has six sons,

named Frederick, Willis, Julian, Herbert,

Henry and Harold. Ernest, the second son,

conducts his father's farm in the capacity of

manager; he married Bertha Bales, and their

children are Ray, Olive and Hazel. Eugene

is a farmer in Liberty Township and married

Irva Frederick, their children being Cleo,

Leverne and Burdette. Elsie, the oldest

daughter, is the wife of Edwin Hammond, and

they live on a farm near her father's place.

Chester, who now lives in Oklahoma, has two

children, named Robert and Arthur. Estella,

who in addition to completing the course of the

common schools as did the other children,

spent two years in college, is the wife of Rob-

ert Walters, a furniture dealer in Napoleon;

their children are Luther, Margaret, and

Dorothy Lucile. Laura is the wife of Walter

Leonhardt, a farmer in Defiance County.

Alta is the wife of E. P. Hollingshead of Napo-

leon, and their children are Geraldine, Marian

and Bernadine. Roscoe, the youngest of the

family, is now a student in the Napoleon High
School.

Arthur W. Ryan. One of the younger

members of the Toledo bar, Arthur W. Ryan
is associated in practice with ilr. Warren J.

Duffey, with offices in the Gardner Building.

Mr. Ryan is capable, proficient and hard work-

ing, has had splendid training, and is rapidly

making his way to a front rank in the Toledo

bar.

He is a son of William and Mary Ryan, both

of whom were born in Saginaw, ^Michigan. His

father has been through all the vicissitudes of

the lumberman's life, and is now secretary

and treasurer of The West Toledo Lumber
Company. William Ryan came to Toledo

about twenty years ago, and has enjoyed a

large and important position in business af-

fairs. He is also president of The Ohio Asso-

ciation of Retail Lumber Dealers. William

Ryan and wife had four children, Arthur W.
being the oldest. Harold T. is associated with

his father in the lumber business, while the

two younger are Genevieve C. and Gerald M.,

both at home.
Arthur W. Ryan was born in Saginaw,

Michigan, August 23, 1893, and like the other

children was reared and educated in Toledo.

He graduated from the Cathedral parochial

school in 1910, and then entered Notre Dame

College at South Bend, Indiana. He finished

his course there and received his degree bache-

lor of laws in 1914, and in December of that

year was admitted to the Ohio bar after exam-
ination before the Supreme Court at Colum-
bus. Returning to Toledo he became asso-

ciated with Warren J. Duffey in the general

practice of law.

]Mr. Ryan, who is unmarried and resides at

the family home at 366 West Central Avenue,
is a member of the Knights of Columbus, and
of the Toledo Bar Association.

Richard V. Kennedy is now concluding his

second term of service as sheriff of Hancock
County. During the last generation it is

doubtful if any man has become better known
in public affairs in that county than Mr.
Kennedy. He is a man qualified in every

particular for efficient and competent public

service. He has himself been on intimate

terms of fellowship with poverty, with hard
work, and he knows both the classes and the

masses and is a thorough believer in the es-

sential principles of democracy.

It was kindness more than mere efficiency

which characterized his administration as

sheriff. He is a man of humanity, and in no

circumstances does he allow himself to lose

sight of the fact that lawbreakers and prison-

ers under his care are human beings, and

entitled to sympathy so far as consistent with

firm control. Some of the reforms which he

introduced in the management of the county

jail, distinguished chiefly by simple kindness,

attracted so much notice that they were writ-

ten up in the metropolitan newspaper press.

Sheriff Kennedy was born in Hancock
County November"?, 1863, and was one of a

large "family of thirteen children born to

James H. and Susannah (Oman) Kennedy,

whose home was in Orange Township of Han-

cock County. Mr. Kennedy is of Scotch-Irish

ancestry, and his grandfather came from Ire-

land.

With only a country school education, ac-

quired in the schools of Cannonsburg, Ohio,

Richard Kennedy became self supporting at

the age of thirteen. He was not ashamed to

accept any honorable means of earning his

living and getting ahead in the world. He
was both industrious and skillful. It is said

that some years ago, before he became promi-

nent in polities, he turned out. with the labor

of his own hands, 76,000 axe handles, the en-

tire output being sold to one firm. He was

also in the grocery' business for one year.







HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO 1399

When only a youth such confidence was re-

posed in his judgment and ability that he was
appointed to the office of township clerk, and
he served 2i^ terms. Then for five years he

was clerk of the board of Orange Township,

was secretary of the agricultural society of

Hancock County, being elected without solici-

tation on his part for six years, and for 31/2

years was a member of the board of election.

He resigned from that office to become candi-

date for sheriff on the democratic ticket in

1912. It should be remembered that Hancock
County is strongly republican in its normal

political complexion and yet Mr. Kennedy
was the choice of the people against a very

able candidate by a majority of ninety, while

in his reelection in 1914 he had 600 votes over

his opponent. At the conclusion of his tenn in

1916 Mr. Kennedy intends to retire from

active politics, though he will always be found

working for the welfare of his party. He is

chairman of the executive and central com-

mittees of his party in Hancock County, and

succeeded in formulating a ticket that was

elected without losing a candidate in the fall

election of 1916.

Mr. Kennedy is affiliated with the Knights

of Pythias, the'lndependent Order of Odd Fel-

lows, and the Loyal Order of ]\Ioose, is past

dictator of the Moose, and in these fraternities

and in the general body of citizenship of Han-

cock County he has a host of loyal friends.

He is heartily in sympathy with Sunday

schools, was at one time vice president of the

St. Paul's Evangelical Sunday School, and

he won the prize in a campaign for securing

new members, his contribution being 350 new

recruits to the Sunday school. He is an active

and generous patron of the different orphans

homes, and has been greatly beloved because of

his thoughtful and kindly deeds.

In Orange Township in 1888 Mr. Kennedy

married Miss Elizabeth Fenton, daughter of

Thomas Fenton. They have one son, Clement

J., who is now thirty-one years of age and

married Lucinda Bower of Orange Township

Mr. Kennedy has close affiliations with

agricultural interests in Hancock County, has

held offices in the local Grange, and also be-

longs to the Farmers' Institute.

Howard Ion Shepherd, vice president and

a director of The Ohio Savings Bank & Trust

Company of Toledo, is a lawyer by profession,

came to Toledo in 1905 from Detroit, and in

this city has largely concerned himself with

important business, financial and public af-

fairs.

In 1910 he served as president of The
Toledo Chamber of Commerce and as a direc-

tor in the National Rivers and Harbors Con-
gress from 1910 to 1913. As chairman of the
River and Harbor Committee of The Toledo
Chamber of Commerce he obtained from the

United States Board of Engineers at Wash-
ington their approval for a 23-foot channel
for Toledo harbor, and also obtained the ap-

proval of the Rivers and Harbors Committee
of the House of Representatives for the appro-
priation aggregating $500,000 to carry out
that improvement.

Mr. Shepherd represents one of the fine old

pioneer families of Eaton County, Michigan.
His maternal ancestors date from the family
of John Aldrieh. who landed in Massachu-
setts in 1630, while his paternal ancestors go
back to the coming of Henry Shepherd to

America in the middle of the eighteenth cen-

tury. His grandfather, Hiram Shepherd,
went out to Eaton County, Michigan, in the

year that Michigan was admitted to the

Union in 1837, acquired 200 acres of govern-

ment land 214 miles south of Charlotte,

cleared a tract and built a log house, and in

1840 brought his family from New York and
domiciled them in an utter wilderness. A few
years later they moved into the then small

Village of Charlotte, where Hiram Shepherd
establi.shed a country store.

The late Hon. Elisha Shepherd, father of

the Toledo banker, was for many years recog-

nized as Charlotte's grand old man, and as

much as any other individual was the prime
mover in the progress of that Michigan city.

At the time of his death, which occurred in'

December, 1913, he was the oldest pioneer of

Eaton County, which had been his home for

about seventy-two years. He was born March
9, 1831, in Oneonta, Otsego County, New York,

and was about nine years of age when he came
with other members of the family to Eaton
County, Michigan. There he grew up in fron-

tier surroundings. His early ediication came
from the common schools of Charlotte and he
also attended Olivet College in ^Michigan for a

short time during the first two years of its

existence. Among other early experiences he

drove the stage from Jackson to Charlotte be-

fore the time of railroads, part of the time
with ox teams, and he also carried mail horse-

back between Marshall and Charlotte, a por-

tion of the distance over Indian trails. He
had excellent business ability and was as unsel-
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fish and public spirited as he was successful

in the management of his various enterprises.

On October 17, 1852, Elisha Shepherd mar-
ried Miss Huldah Elizabeth Ion, who was born
near Northville in Oakland County, Jlichigan,

January 2, 1835. Her father, Launcelot

Henry Ton, was a gradiiate of Oxford Uni-

versity in England, and he and his wife were
among the first residents of Oneida Township
in Eaton County, and it was at their home in

that locality that Huldah Ion and Mr. Shep-

herd were married. Her father moved among
the pioneers as a prominent figure, due both

to his superior education and to his high char-

acter. He held various county offices and left

his imprint on many local institutions. In an
oration delivered at Charlotte July 4, 1846,

the original copy of which is now in Mr. H. I.

Shepherd's possession, Launcelot Ion, who was
the son of an English Episcopal clergyman,

set forth his reasons for leaving England and
coming to America. He came to the New
World largely inspired by our spirit of free-

dom and liberty, and in his speech he lauds

George Washington and refers to the curse of

slavery. From this ancestor, and in turn from
his mother, Howard I. Shepherd inherits a

most unusual collection of heirlooms and valu-

able books and documents, some of them well

over two hundred years old.

Soon after their marriage Elisha Shepherd
and wife started housekeeping in Charlotte,

and later they purchased the old Eagle Hotel,

Mr. Shepherd being associated with his father-

in-law, Mr. Ion, and together they operated it

for a number of years. This hotel stood on
the present site of the Phoenix House in Char-

lotte. The building was constructed of hewn
timbers, and Mr. Shepherd added a 60 by 40
foot addition to the old hotel, and the logs for

this addition were cut and drawn by him from
a tract of timber where the buildings of the

Charlotte Manufacturing Company and the

Grand Trunk Passenger Depot now stand.

At one time he was a director of the Penin-

sular Railroad, now a part of the Grand Trunk
System. After leaving the hotel business

Elisha Shepherd with his brother James en-

gaged in general merchandising under the

name E. & J. Shepherd. This mercantile

house branched out into the buying and sell-

ing of agricultural produce of all kinds, estab-

lished a private bank, and became one of the

largest mercantile houses in that section of

Michigan. The firm also built a number of

business blocks in Charlotte.

Elisha Shepherd was one of those who par-

ticipated in the organization of the republican
party in Michigan, having been a delegate to

the famous convention "Under the Oaks" at

Jackson in 1854. He was three times mayor of
the City of Charlotte and held a number of
other local offices. The Eaton County Pioneer
Society honored him in his later years by
electing him life president. His was a life of
signal honor and 'usefulness, and he passed
away in the fullness of years at the age of
eighty-two.

After he sold the hotel in Charlotte he and
his wife moved to a cottage which stood on the
site of the present Shepherd home in Char-
lotte. The present ^-esidence was built in 1865,
and the old home has seen many happy gath-
erings and social functions in the years gone
by. In that home in February, 1907, seven
years preceding her husband, Mrs. Elisha
Shepherd pa.ssed away after having spent
more than half a century in Charlotte. In her
earlier years she was a leader in both the social

and religious life of the community. These
honored pioneers were the parents of six chil-

dren, all of whom are still living : Mrs. Celia
Ion Dodge; Launcelot Henry Shepherd; Mrs.
Vina S. Mikesell ; Fred S. Shepherd, all resid-

ing in Charlotte ; Elisha Shepherd, Jr., of

Monroe, Michigan; and Howard Ion Shep-
herd.

Howard Ion Shepherd was born at Char-
lotte, Michigan, July 28, 1874. He graduated
from the Charlotte public schools in 1893, was
a student of Olivet College in Michigan, and
in 1898 took the degree bachelor of laws from
the University of Michigan. Admitted to the

bar before the Supreme Court of Michigan in

1898, he was in the active practice of law from
that date until 1904 at Detroit. Being in-

clined to a business career, he left the prac-

tice of law and conducted the Detroit office of

N. W. Halsey & Company of New York, han-
dling railroad and municipal bonds until

December, 1905.

Mr. Shepherd came to Toledo in December,
1905, as secretary and assistant treasurer and
director of The Toledo Shipbuilding Com-
pany. He was with that company until July,

1913, when he became vice president and direc-

tor of The Ohio Savings Bank & Trust Com-
panv. He was a director of The First Na-
tional Bank of Toledo from 1909 to 1913, is a

director of the Fifty Associates Company, and
has been active in all matters of public inter-

est, particularly those favoring the indu.strial

improvement of Toledo. He was one of the

prime movers in the consolidation of The To-



HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO 1401

ledo Chamber of Commerce and The Toledo
Business Men's Club, making the present

Toledo Commerce Club. Other interests that

from time to time have benefited by his

association are the Young iMen's Christian

Association, the Young Women's Christian

Association, and the Toledo IMuseum of Art.

He lias the reputation of being one of the

ablest after dinner speakers in Northwest
Ohio.

He is a republican, a member of the Toledo
Club, tlie Inverness Golf Club, the Toledo
Commerce Club, and Toledo Yacht Club ; is a

member of the Session of the Collingwood
Avenue Presbyterian Church: is also president

of the Alumni Association of the Micliigan

Chapter Delta Chi fraternity, and vice presi-

dent of The Trust Company Association of

Ohio.

On February 27, 1899, he married Miss Floy
A. Bush, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ransom
Bush, who are now living at Eaton Rapids,
Michigan, and whose parents were among the

early pioneers of Eaton County. ]\Irs. Shep-
herd's grandfather in 1837 took up land from
the Government and cleared it and made a

home on which his children afterward lived.

Mr. and ilrs. Shepherd have four children

:

Henry Bush Shepherd, ^Marion Ella Slieplierd,

Helen Eli^ibeth Shepherd and Katherine
Louise Shepherd.

C.\PT. Jules Maurice Pimient.\. In Cap-
tain I'imienta. now professor of Romance Lan-
guages at the Toledo University, that city has
a distinguished representative of the lirilliant

and versatile Frenchman of the higher class.

Captain Pimienta, though only in the middle
period of his life, has been through a vast

range of experience. He earned his title by
many years of military service. He has de-

grees from several of the foremost institutions

of learning in Europe. He has been pretty

much all over the world, served his flag in

North Africa and China, and has held a num-
ber of scholastic honors in some of the leading

universities of America.
He was born in Paris, France, November 2,

1864. His parents were M. L. and Angeline
M. (Freycney) Pimienta. The record of the

family througliout has been filled with mili-

tary honors. His parental great-grandfather
was an Italian, was born at IMilan, and when
five years of age went to France with his par-

ents. Later he joined the French army, and
at one time he served under the revered Ameri-
can patriot Lafayette. Captain Pimienta 's

paternal grandfather was Albert H. Pimienta,
an officer in the French army during the civil

wars in France. M. L. Pimienta, father of the

captain, was born and reared within si.x miles
of Paris and also became a French military
officer find died in Paris in 1888 at the age of

fifty-nine. Captain Pimienta 's mother, who
was born and reared at Bordeaux, is now living

in Paris at the venerable age of ninety-seven

years. Neither of his parents ever came to

America. The maternal grandfather was
Jules ilaurice Freycney, after whom Captain
Pimienta was named. This ancestor, as also

his father before him, served as a paymaster in

the French army. Captain Pimienta was one
of a family of five sons and two daughters.
Leon, the oldest, is now a brigadier general
under the command of General Roque, and at

last accounts was stationed on the west wing
of the French army at Verdun. Captain
Pimienta is the second in order of birth.

Henri Robert is a military surgeon serving

along the French front in the present war.

Gustave is a lieutenant in the French navy.

Eraile is an officer in the Algeria cavalry and
now stationed at Saloniki. The two daugh-
ters, Helen and Camille, died in childhood.

Captain Pimienta attended the elementary
and high schools of Paris, the University of

Sorbonne, where he graduated with the degree

bachelor of science, and he also took a special

course at the military college. He then en-

tered the regular army of France. While on

a leave of absence he was graduated from the

University of Pisa in Italy with the degree

bachelor of arts. Captain Pimienta became
military attache to the French ambassador at

]\Iadrid, and while there attended the Gradu-
ate College of the University of Madrid, being

awarded the degree master of arts. For a

time he served as military attache to the

French ambassador to Germany, and then re-

sumed his place in the regular army.

Captain Pimienta participated in the

Tonkin war in China, also in the uprising in

Tunis, and in the Algerian war. Three times

he was wounded in action and received in

recognition for his valor the medals of Tonkin,

Tunis and Algeria, after which he was made
a Chevalier of the Legion of Honor "For order
of high seholarsliip and gallant military rec-

ord. " Altogether he saw nine years of con-

tinual service in the regular army of France
and was honorably discharged with the rank
corresponding to our rank of captain oi

infantry.

During the World's Columbian Exposition
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at Chicago in 1893 Captain Pimienta was
especially detailed to act as chief military at-

tache to the director general of the French
Republic. It was this visit to America which
committed him to a lasting love of American
institutions, further cemented by his marriage

to an estimable American woman whom he met
in the City of Chicago. In 1898 at Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, Captain Pimienta married Miss

Josephine E. DeLong, who was born and
reared in Wisconsin. Her father, now de-

ceased, was a Frenchman, and her mother, who
resides in Milwaukee, was born in Alsace.

Captain and Mrs. Pimienta have four children

as the fruit of their happy union : Lucy and
Albert, both of whom were born in Wisconsin

;

Leon, born in Mexico; and Alice, born in

Michigan.
After returning to the United States in

1900, Captain Pimienta spent two years in

Detroit, where he was associate professor of

Romance Languages in the University of Mich-
igan. Then followed a brief visit in Paris, and
returning to America he went to Old Mexico,

where he became professor of Modern Lan-
guages and a teacher in a military college of

Mexico. He spent five years there. From
Mexico his next place was in Montreal, Can-
ada, where he was professor of Romance Lan-
guages at McGill University for two years.

For a time Captain Pimienta taught lan-

guages in private clas.ses at Chicago, but alto-

gether was not favorably impressed with that

city, and he then spent a year as professor of

French in the State Normal School of Michi-

gan at Ypsilanti. Then followed another year
in Mexico as teacher, and on May 13, 1913, he

arrived in Toledo, where he has since been
professor of Romance Languages in Toledo
University. He is also employed as trau.slator

for the Overland, Toledo Computing Scale

Company and other local manufacturing con-

cerns.

Captain Pimienta is. a member of the Mili-

tary Club of France and of the French
Academy. He is a very eloquent orator and
is master of the Spanish, French, Italian,

Portuguese and English languages. He is a
very influential and active democrat, and has
done a great deal of service to that party dur-
ing campaigns. In the presidential campaign
of 1896 he delivered speeches for William
Jennings Bryan in both English and French,
and had the honor of drawing some of the larg-

est audiences that heard any of the orators in

that memorable campaign. He also took the

stump for Governor Ferris of Michigan, cam-

paigned for Bryan in his last race for the
presidency, and made speeches in Chicago for

Carter Harrison in the mayoralty campaign.
He speaks French and Spanish in many of his

campaign addresses, but is equally fluent in

the use of perfect English. In fact his meth-
ods of teaching language have lately been
adopted by many of our leading institutions of

learning. In the 1916 campaign Captain
Pimienta was one of the orators selected for

Ohio in support of the campaign of

Gen. Isaac R. Sherwood for Congress, and he
was also engaged to speak in the East for

President Woodrow Wilson. Altogether Cap-
tain Pimienta is one of the most interesting

and engaging personalities in Toledo citizen-

ship.

William James Frey. If the conscious-

ness of duty well,and unselfishly done, and of

possessing universal personal esteem in everj'

part of the city and county in which he has
spent over a half centuiy, can bring happiness
to an individual, such compensation for many
years of strenuous and conscientious striving

for the public welfare, must be enjoyed bj'

William James Frey, probably the most
prominent and public spirited citizen in Han-
cock County. To his public spirit both city

and county are indebted in many ways, par-

ticularly Pindlay, for largely through his en-

ergy, determination and perseverance was the

capital secured to install one of the finest water
supply systems in the whole country, and not

only was this accomplished but through his

foresight and promptness, in an epidemic, was
the source of the water uncontaminated, and
the public health protected. In some countries

a medal of public service would have been be-

stowed for work of such great beneficence.

Mr. Frey served as county treasurer two terms

of four years each.

William James Frey was born at Bellefon-

taine, Ohio, December 9, 1854. He is of Eng-
lish and Scotch ancestry and of revolutionary

stock. The earliest members of the family in

the United States settled at Cumberland,
Maryland. The parents of Mr. Frey, Samuel
Dunbar and Priscilla Bell (Slicer) Frey, re-

moved from Logan County, Ohio, to Findlay
in 1863, and here the father engaged in busi-

ness as a merchant.

In the public schools of Findlay young Wil-
liam J. Frey was an attentive student and
continued his studies in the high school where
he took the full course and was one of two
pupils of the first graduating class, the other
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being Doctor Tritch of Findlay. After sup-
plementing this instruction with a commercial
course in the Felton and Bigelow Commercial
College at Cleveland, he entered his father's

drug store on the corner of Sandusky and
West Main streets (which was operated for
thirty years) and there, in the old way, learned
pharmacy. In 1874 Mr. Frey became a stu-

dent of law in the office of Judge Michael
Whitel}', and remained with him for ten years,
being admitted to the bar at Columbus, in

1879.

In the meanwhile Mr. Prey became inter-

ested in public matters and in politics. His
convictions led him into the ranks of the Jef-
fersoniau democracy and political office was
urged upon him almost from the beginning.
For two terms he was chosen chairman of the

democratic state central committee. In 1900
he was his party 's candidate for congress from
the Eighth District, a great republican strong-

hold, and although he was defeated at the
election he ran 600 votes ahead of any prede-
cessor. In other contests his personal popu-
larity gave him a large vote, notably for the
state senate, but the republicans on those occa-

sions carried every county. On one occasion

he had to take a determined stand to prevent
his party from making him a candidate for

governor. In 1913 he was elected mayor of

Findlay and gave the city an admirable ad-

ministration, practical, useful and honest.

When Mr. Frey was young his father owned
the land from beneath which emerges an
underground river and this water, through
artesian wells has been utilized in providing
Findlay 's magnificent water system. The
water is conveyed a distance of fifteen miles

from Lime Stone Ridge to the city line. For
many years William James Frey sought to

interest the people of Findlay in the un-
equaled water supply lying practically in its

back yard, but many interests, for various

reasons brought about contention and nothing
was done. Mr. Frey secured the capital to

purchase the necessary piping and during his

administration as president of the waterworks
board the system was completed, with the re-

sult that Findlay enjoys an abundance of pure
sweet water not excelled anywhere.

After all this effort there came a time when
the good .iudgment. the wise public spirit and
the legal knowledge of Mr. Frey were abso-

lutely demanded in order to preserve this bless-

ing for the people of this city. In the great

epidemic of cattle plague that swept away
the finest herds in manv sections of different

states, Hancock County suffered and over 600
diseased cattle were slaughtered, this happen-
ing in the vicinity of the water supply source.
It was a grievous lack of sanitary precaution
that led the officials in charge of this matter
to contemplate burying the diseased carcasses
where they were killed. No one seemed to be
particularly interested when Mr. Frey pro-
tested, and it was necessary for him to secure
an injunction to prevent this calamity. Other-
wise the whole water supply would have been
polluted and death and disaster would cer-
tainly have followed. Such an exhibition of
real public spirit and humanitarian impulse
could not be lost on his fellow citizens as soon
as they realized the gi-avity of the situation.
On April 16, 1891, Mr. Frey was united in

marriage with Miss Mary Frances Gilcrist, of
Vermilion, Ohio, a daughter of Abraham and
Betsey Ruth (Clough) Gilcrist. Her ancestry
is English and Irish and they came early to
the American colonies and took part in" the
Revolutionary war. Her people came to Ohio
from Shirley Hill, New Hampshire. Her
father was a lumber merchant and ship owner
and operated the Gilcrist Transportation line

between Alpina, Michigan and Buffalo, New
York. She was educated at Ann Arbor, Michi-
gan and Oberlin College and is a cultured and
gracious lady. Mr. and Mrs. Frey have one
daughter, Florence Merriam who, with her
mother, enjoys the city's pleasant social life,

being interested also in serious things, Mrs.
Frey being president of the City Federation
of Women Clubs for two years. The family
belongs to the First Methodist Church.
Among the important business concerns to

which Mr. Frey still gives attention may be
mentioned the Cedar Point Amusement Com-
pany, of which he is a director; the Com-
mercial Bank and Savings Company, of which
he was one of the organizers and is a director

;

and the Majestic Theater, in which he owns
stock and is a director. He owns valuable
farm land in the vicinity of Findlay and the
Frey business block in the city. He is a thirty-

second degree Mason and belongs also to the
Knights of Pythias and the Elks and finds

social relaxation as a member of the Findlay
Country Club. He is a generous, whole-souled
man, led into many charitable enterpri.ses

through benevolent impulses. He is a loyal

friend, a genial host and an incorruptible

citizen.

Horace Holcomb. One of the most con-

spicuous figures in the financial history of
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Toledo was the late Horace Holeomb, who was
identified with banking and merchandising in

that city for nearly half a century, and who
became the founder of the Holeomb National

Bank, whose resources and splendid record

were combined a few years ago with the

National Bank of Commerce.
By his fine integrity of character no less

than by his commanding genius as a financier,

the late Horace Holeomb was one of the domi-

nating personalities in Toledo's commercial
history. He was born at Granby, Connecticut,

June 17, 1824. By inheritance and by his own
careful life he possessed an iron constitution,

an unbending will and an intellect of great

s'trength and breadth. He was nearly seventy

years of age when he passed awav at his resi-

dence in Toledo, March 9, 1894.

Reared under the wholesome influences of a

New England community, he early went to

New York City, and later became junior part-

ner in the wholesale grocery firm of Kent,
Pogue & Company. In 1858 he identified him-
self with the new City of Toledo, entering the

wholesale grocery business with Robert Bell,

under the name Bell, Holeomb & Company.
Subsequently Bell and Holeomb took over the
entire business and continued the firm as Bell

& Holeomb for many years. In 1862 Mr. Hol-
eomb became interested in the Fir.st National
Bank, of which the late Valentine H. Ketcham
was then president. Mr. Holeomb was made a
director and was elected vice president. In
1871 Mr. Holeomb with Salmon Keeler and
E. H. Norton founded the banking firm of

Keeler, Holeomb & Company. This new bank
was soon on a firm footing and in a flourishing

condition. On July 1, 1891, the firm took out
a charter becoming a national bank, and owing
to the fact that ^Ir. Holeomb had for a number
of years been the active head of the private
bank, the new corporation was named the Hol-
eomb National Bank, with Mr. Holeomb as

president. He continued as president of this

institution until his death three years later.

After his death his son-in-law, Dr. William
A. Hume, who succeeded to his interests as a
director, became active in the management of
the bank and the institution continued on its

old footing until 190.5. Doctor Hume then re-

tired from all participation in the bank's
affairs, and in 1907 the Holeomb National
Bank was merged with the present National
Bank of Commerce.

Besides his holdings as a banker the late

Mr. Holeomb owned extensive real estate in
Toledo, and was closely associated with all the

larger business and public interests of the city.

His was an unblemished business record, and
his success was largely due to the fact that he
scrupulously fulfilled every promise made.
Men of his character add much to any city,

and his life should be remembered as a part of

the city's history and also for the hosts of

friends such a career merited.

Ferdinand E. Welch. Thousands of citi-

zens not only in Toledo but all over the coun-

try recall with affection the late Ferdinand E.

Welch, who for twenty-two years was pro-

prietor of the Boodj' House in Toledo. Before
his retirement he had spent more than half a

century in the liotel business, and had made
the hotel keeping a profession. His ability to

render ample and satisfactory service and his

genial hospitality made him an almost ideal

boniface. He was also an excellent citizen, as

many people in Toledo will testify, and few
men lay down the responsibilities of life with

so much good to their credit as this splendid

hotel proprietor.

His death occurred at his residence in

Toledo October 31, 1911. He was born in East
Cleveland, at Euclid, Ohio, July 26, 1839. He
was one of seven children of John and Rebecca
(Merchant) Welch. His father, who spent his

early life in Dutchess County, New York, was
of revolutionary stock. The Merchant family

were from Jersey City, New Jersey. Ferdi-

nand Welch was survived by three of his

parents' children: C. M. Welch, of Detroit;

Mrs. Burlingame, of Teenmseh, ilichigan ; and
i\Irs. Randall Crawford, of Cleveland.

For many years Ferdinand E. Welch was
one of the most conspicuous figures in hotel

life in the Jliddle West. When only fourteen

years of age, in 1853, lie began his apprentice-

ship in what was known as the Welch Tavern
at Cleveland. His uncle was proprietor.

After three years he accepted the position of

clerk at the McHenry House in Meadville,

Pennsylvania. He also had some early expe-

rience in the Weddell House in Cleveland. In

1861 he began his real career as a boniface by
purchasing the restaurant and hotel at the old

Great Western Depot in Cleveland. When the

hotel was destroyed by fire two years later he

became manager of the I\IeHenry House in

Meadville. where he had previously clerked.

He operated that hostelry until 1868, when
he sold out and bought from Shadrach Groff

the Junction House in Lafayette, Indiana.

He was proprietor of that old and well known
hotel for fifteen years from 1872 to 1887. In
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the meantime he had made his first visit to

Toledo and for a short time operated the old

Oliver House in that city.

Returning to Toledo" in 1887 Mr. Welch
again succeeded Mr. Groff, who had been, pro-

prietor of the Boody House since it was first

opened for business in 1871. For some years

Mr. W^elch was associated with the late ilr.

Hardy in the Boody House. The career of

Mr. Welch during the twenty-two years he

remained lessee of the Boody House is still

fresh in the minds of the traveling public and
the people of Toledo. Under his able man-
agement the house enjoyed a great popularity

and became known from coast to coast. The
old Boody House is now almost a thing of the

past. It was erected in 1870 and for years was
one of the conspicuous landmarks of the city.

It is now about to be demolished to make room
for the new modern sixteen story Bond Hotel.

It was in July, 1906, after fifty-three years

of active hotel experience that Jlr. Welch
turned over the Boody House to Chris Wall
and Elmer C. Puffer and retired to private

life. Mr. Welch had the distinction of found-
ing the Ohio Hotel Men's State Association,

one of the strongest organizations of its char-

acter in the country. He was the first presi-

dent of the association and at the time of his

death was a member of its executive commit-
tee. He also served as president of the

Toledo Hotel Association. A successful busi-

ness man, he was at one time a director in The
Ketcham National Bank, now The First Na-
tional Bank of Toledo.

Ferdinand Welch was extremely popular
with the traveling public and was literally the

genial host. After his retirement he built a

splendid home on one of the principal streets

of Toledo and lived there until his death. The
residence is still the home of ]\Irs. Welch.
Mr. Welch was active in the Toledo Club, the
Knights of Pythias and the Royal Arcanum.
In 1863 he married I\Iiss ]\Iary Richardson of
Maumee. Their only child is Mrs. J. S. Me-
Hugh of Lafayette, Indiana.

NoRM.\N Lamont Maclachlan. :\I. D. a
resident of Findlay for more than a quarter
of a century, and one of the leading medical
men of the city. Doctor ilaelaehlan is perhaps
most widely known through his successful co-

operation and official conduct of various large
business interests. Without doubt he is one
of the foremost business men in this section
of Northwest Ohio.
A native of Ontario. Canada, where he was

born November 26, 1854, he was seven years

of age when his parents moved to Argyle
Township in Sanilac County, Michigan. His
mother's name was ]Mary Black, and both the

Blacks and Maclachlans were of sturdy

Scotch stock, coming to Canada from Argyle-
shire in 1842. Doctor Maclachlan attended

the common schools at Argyle in Michigan,
and in 1875 entered the University of Michi-

gan, where he was graduated in 1878. He
studied medicine under various private prac-

titioners, and for eleven years was successfully

identified with his profession in Cass City,

Michigan. Doctor Maclachlan moved to

Findlay, Ohio, in 1889 and has enjoyed some
of the more distinctive honors of his profes-

sion. For twenty-three years he has been

local surgeon for the Cincinnati, Hamilton
and Dayton Railway Company; from 1898
to 1906 he was surgeon of the Findlay
Home and Hospital : and is local medical ex-

aminer to the State Industrial Commission.
For sixteen years he was secretary and mem-
ber of the local United States Board of Pen-
sion Examiners. He is an active member of

all the medical societies.

During his residence in Cass City, Michi-

gan, Dr. JIaclachlan served as mayor in 1883-

1884. For six years he was a member of the

Findlay City Council and two yeare was its

president. He was a member of the school

board in 1894-1895. Politically he is a

republican and has always been an ardent
admirer of former President Roosevelt. He
was a Roosevelt delegate from the Eighth

Ohio district to the National Republican Con-
vention in 1912 at Chicago. He is a member
and president of the Findlay Commerce Club,

is also president of the Up-to-Date Club, a

member of the Findlay Country Club, and
is aiifiliated with the Masons, in wliicli lie has

attained the thirty-second degree of Scottish

Rite, the Benevolent and Protective Order of

Elks, with the Odd Fellows and with the.

Maccabees.

His business connections are with a num-
ber of the best known industries of Findlay.

He was formally president of the Buckeye
Traction Ditcher Company, an office he filled

for six years, was formerly vice president of

the company two years, and has been a di-

rector for thirteen years. This is one of the

industries which gave place of prominence to

Findlay as an industrial city. He has been
a director in the Commercial Bank, Savings
and Trust Company since its organization in

1901 and is now vice president. He is also

president and director of the Adams Axle
Company, a concern employing 150 men. He
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is vice president of the Vaiilue Banking Com-
pany, and is president of the Findlay Pub-
lishing Company, publishers of The Morning
Republican, the leading newspaper of Han-
cock County.
On November 27, 1889, Doctor JIaelachlan

married Miss Emma Jackson of Blenheim, On-
tario, a daughter of John Jackson. Mrs. Mac-
lachlan died June 12, 1907, leaving one

daughter, who is now Mrs. H. W. ilaePhail, of

Raymond, Washington, and the mother of one

son, Norman C. IMacPhail. Doctor ]\Iaclaeh-

lan remarried, July 27, 1916, to Miss L«na
Gertrude Roling, of Columbus. Ohio, a daugh-
ter of Anthony and ]\rary Lena (Andres)
Roling. Mrs. ^laclachlan was for several

years engaged in educational work as super-

visor of primary methods in public schools,

and was also noted as a lecturer before educa-

tional institutes. She has contributed articles

to many of the educational magazines. She
is a graduate of Teachei-s College, Columbia
University, New York City.

Noah H. Swatne of Toledo is one of the

most widely known lawyers of Northwestern
Ohio, and his work has conferred additional

honor xipon a name which became distin-

guished in Ohio and throughout the nation

through his father, who was also Noah H.
Swayne, and who for many years was an asso-

ciate justice of the Supreme Court of the

United States. While Justice Swayne was
never a resident of Northwestern Ohio, there

is every reason and fitness for referring briefly

to his career in these pages.

Justice Noah Haynes Swayne was born in

Culpeper County, Virginia, December 7,

1804, and was nearly eighty years of age when
he died in New York Cit.v" June 8, 1884. He
was a descendant of Francis Swayne, who had
immigrated to this countiy in the days of

William Penn, accompanied by his family, and
settled near Philadelphia. Joshua Swayne,
father of Judge Swayne, retained his member-
ship in the Society of Friends. He removed
to Virginia, locating at the Town of Water-
ford, and gave his son a liberal education. The
early studies of the lad were directed toward
the medical profession and at one time he
served as an apothecary's clerk in Alexandria.

Through the death of his teacher this plan was
interrupted. His father died not long after-

ward, and his mother being unable to provide
for his support while pursuing a collegiate

course, he took up the study of law in Warren-
ton and was admitted to the Virginia bar in

1823.

In 1825 Judge Swayne came to Ohio and
opened an office at Coshocton. He served as

prosecuting attorney of the county in 1826-29,

and was then elected as a Jefferson democrat
to the Ohio Legislature. In 1830 President
Jackson appointed him United States district

attorney for Ohio, and he soon afterwards re-

moved to Columbus and filled the office until

1841. While in that office, in 1833, he declined

an appointment as president judge of the

Court of Common Pleas. He also served as a

commissioner to manage the state debt, and
as a member of a committee sent by the gov-

ernor to effect a settlement of the boundary
lines between the states of Ohio and Michigan.

In 1840 he was a member of the committee to

inquire into the condition of the State Blind
Asylum. Becoming interested in public chari-

ties, he ever afterwards took a leading part in

organizing and visiting asylums and institu-

tions for the blind, the deaf and dumb and
lunatics.

After leaving the United States district at-

torneyship, he resumed private practice. The
trial of William Rossane and others in the

United States District Court at Cohimbus in

1853 for burning the steamboat Martha Wash-
ington to obtain the insurance was one of his

most celebrated cases. He also appeared as

counsel in fugitive slave cases, and owing to

his anti-slavery opinions joined the republican

party on its formation. It was characteristic

of his essential kindliness of nature and his

views and principles on justice that as early

as 1832 he emancipated a number of slaves

acquired by his marriage.

His bold utterances upon public questions in

the trying years preceding the war made him

one of the many conspicuous Ohio leaders of

that time, and on January 14, 1862, he was

appointed by President Lincoln one of the

associate justices of the Supreme Court at the

most critical hour in the history of that tribu-

nal. He was appointed in place of John

McLean, deceased, and was commissioned on

January 24, 1862. He served on the Supreme

Bench until 1881, when he resigned on account

of advanced age. The degree doctor of laws

was conferred upon him by Dai-tmouth and

IMarietta colleges in 1863. and by Yale in 1865.

Carson's History of the Supreme Bench speaks

of him as follows: "A judge of unusual

capacity, familiar with adjudged cases, and

with settled habits of labor and research,

of genial and benevolent courtesy, singularly

amiable in disposition, and patient even with
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the dullest, he won not only the esteem but
the warmest affection of the bar.

'

'

Two of the sons of the late Jvistice Swayne
now reside in New York, Gen. Wager Swayne
and Frank Swayne, the latter for many years

a resident of Toledo. Gen. Wager Swayne
was a practicing lawyer in Ohio when the Civil

war liroke out, went to the front as a major of

the Forty-third Ohio Volunteers, came out of

the war a major general, and afterwards

joined the regular army and was brevetted

brig^adier general. Following his military

services in the South he was an active aid to

the Federal Government in the establishment

of schools and in cari-ying out the reconstruc-

tion plan in the southern states, and subse-

quently for some years practiced at Toledo.

Noah H. Swayne, of Toledo, was born in

JMaryland in 1847. The position of his father

gave him many opportunities and advantages

during his youth, and he graduated from Yale

University with the class of 1870. He also

took up the profession of his father, and was
prepared in the Colvmibian Law School at

Washington and admitted to practice iu the

Supreme Court in 1873. Returning to Toledo,

he has ever since for a period of forty years or

more occupied a foremost position in the Lucas

County bar. His practice has extended over

a wide range of territory. The firm of

Swayne, Swayne, Hayes & Tyler had for many
years a clientage probably not surpassed by
any other firm in Ohio, and including vast

interests of many leading corporations as well

as wealthy individuals.

The law library of Mr. Swayne is said to be

one of the most extensive private libraries in

the Northwest, and among other works it in-

cludes the only full and complete private col-

lection of legislative and judicial reports upon
and affecting the Northwest Territory, from
the beginning of legislation at Philadelphia

down to the present time, that there is in

existence.

While Mr. Swayne has taken an active inter-

est in politics as a republican, he has stead-

fastly refused to become a candidate for any
office, political or judicial, with the exception

that he was a member of the Sixty-fifth Gen-

eral Assembly. While in the Assembly he ren-

dered Toledo a most valuable service. As his

father had drawn the bulk of the laws up to

that time regarding the care and maintenance

of the insane, Mr. Swayne also took a great

interest in the same line, and made special

effort in their behalf while in the Legislature.

While the question of taking care of the over-

flow among the'patients of the various institu-

tions was being discussed, he defeated a bill to

add to the capacity of the assylums already
built and went to work to create the necessary
legislation for the establishment of a new insti-

tution. He wisely deferred bringing the ques-
tion of location into the original measure. He
first assured himself of the proper steps to

build the new asylum, and before the appoint-
ment of a commission to fix the location he
interviewed the various state officials and had
incorporated into the act the name of such
officers comprising the commission as would
favor Toledo. The result is best told in the

magnificent s.ystem of buildings for the insane

now found in one of Toledo's suburbs. This

city as well as Ohio in general owe a great debt

to Mr. Swayne for this work. Mr. Swayne was
a member of the Chicago convention of 1916
that nominated Charles E. Hughes for Presi-

dent. He is prominent iu Toledo financial

affairs, being a director of the Second National

Bank. For years he was a member and presi-

dent of the Toledo Public Library Board, and
that institution owes a great deal to his inter-

est and work. In younger years Mr. Swayne
was very, fond of athletics, and has always
retained that interest and there is today no
more devoted baseball "fan" than he. He
provided the magnificent ball park in Toledo
which is called "Swayne Field" in his honor.

This is the finest ball park in Northwest Ohio.

Socially Mr. Swayne is very popular and a

member of many different clubs including the

University Club of New York, the Country
Club, IMiddle Bass Club and Toledo Clubs of

Toledo, and he also belongs to the Toledo Com-
merce Club. On March 15, 1886, he married
Frances Sickles of St. Louis.

Chaeles Frederick Mather Niles. A
prominent banker, and until recently presi-

dent of the Security Savings Bank & Trust

Company of Toledo, Charles Frederick Mather
Niles inherited his taste and talents for bank-

ing. His father, Charles E. Niles, was presi-

dent and one of the founders of the First

National Bank of Findlay, Ohio.

His capacity for finance and business

organization has made him a notable factor

in Toledo commercial history. Probably more
than any other individual he has been en-

trusted with important receiverships, among
which were the Toledo Commercial and the

Toledo and Indiana Electric Railroad. He
also rendered some valuable public service
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during the four vears he was safety director

of Toledo.

Charles Frederick Mather Niles was born
at Hudson, Michigan, April 4, 1859, and has

enjoyed a very active business career for the

past thirty-five years. He received his educa-

tion in public schools and in the University

of Wooster, Ohio, where he graduated A. B.

in 1882, and in 1885 received the degree Mas-
ter of Arts. While in college he was Wash-
ington Orator and was editor in chief of the

University Index. Coming from a family of

means, he was able to gratify his tastes and
desires for culture, and after leaving Wooster
University he went abroad and was a student

in London, England, and Dresden, Germany.
Mr. Niles has always been an active demo-

crat. During his first administration Presi-

dent Cleveland appointed him Register of the

United States Land Office at Garden City,

Kansas. While in Kansas Mr. Niles was
admitted to the bar. but so far as known has
never handled any legal business except such
as has been connected with banking or other

private affairs. Mr. Niles served as presi-

dent of the Garden City Bank, of the Hodge-
man County Bank of Jetmore, was a direc-

tor of the First National Bank of Garden
City, and of a bank at Mead Center, all in

Kansas, and was also a director of the Kan-
sas Southwestern Railroad. After leaving

Kansas Mr. Miles was president of the Conti-

nental National Bank at Memphis, Tennessee,

and in 1897 was elected president of the Ten-
nessee Bankers Associations, but in 1898 came
to Toledo and organized the Security Trust
Company. Later a savings department was
added, and the Security Savings Bank and
Trust Company is now one of Toledo's lead-

ing financial and fiduciary institutions. Mv.
Niles served as president of the bank until his

retirement on January 1, 1916.

In addition to his services in connection

with financial institutions, Mr. Niles has util-

ized many unusual opportunities to associate

with and assist young men. While in Woos-
ter University he became a member of the

Phi Kappa Psi fraternity, and has always
kept up his associations with that body and
has received many honors from the national

fraternitv. He first attended the biennial

G. A. C. at Washington in 1880, and has
hardly missed a meeting of the body since

then, and it is said that he has a larger ac-

quaintance among Phi Kappa Psi men than
any other individual. For a number of years
he served as national treasurer and one term

as national president, and was long a member
of its executive council. Mr. Niles is also

active in Masonry, having attained the thir-

ty-second degree of Scottish Rite and is a

member of the Mystic Shrine.

He has enjoyed a delightful home life, and
has an attractive residence at 2062 Robin-
wood Avenue. Mrs. Niles before her mar-
riage was Miss Fannie I. Sneath. Her
father was the late Samuel B. Sneath, a well

known banker of Tiffin. Mr. and ilrs. Niles

had four children : Louise, wife of Samuel
E. Gates and living in Spokane, Washing-
ton; Fredericka, wife of Harry T. Loew of

Toledo; Sarah, at home; and Charles, who
had nearly completed his course at Purdue
University in Lafayette, Indiana, preparatory
to a promising career, when he was drowned
by the upsetting of a canoe near Monroe,
Slichigan.

Joi?EPH P.\RKER B.\KER, ]\I. D. There are

some individuals who always manage to find

the opportunity, or to create it, to attend to

good works whether of a public or private

nature. Dr. Joseph Parker Baker is pre-emi-

nently one of this class, and, fortunately for

the development of the best interests of Find-
lay, does not stand alone. He is a member of

the group of able citizens whose civic interest

and pride are equal to their business and pro-

fessional enterprise and ambition and who are

centering every possible energy upon the per-

fection of better conditions and the improve-
ment of the municipal service. Of broad edu-

cation and fine, sympathetic nature, as well as

of strength and courage, he is peculiarly and
admirably adapted to be associated with the

progressive guard of such a city as Findlay.

Doctor Baker was born June 9. 1864, in

Perry Township, Wood County, Ohio, and is

a son of Joshua Cope and Clarissa A. (Moor-

head) Baker. On his father's side he is of

German-English descent, and on his mother's

of Scotch-Irish ancestry, the progentitor of the

Cope family settling in Penns.vlvania with

William Penn. When Doctor Baker was one

year old the family moved to Allen Township,

Hancock County, and there he grew up on

the farm, his early education being secured in

the public schools of Findlay. After a course

in the Delaware Business College, he took up
school teaching at West Millgrove and later

followed the same vocation at Bairdstown, his

experience as an educator covering in all a

period of seven years. During this time he

had not relinquished his early ambition of a
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career in medicine, and when he found the
leisure from the duties of the schoolroom ap-
plied himself resolutely to his studies. Finally
he placed himself under the preceptorship of

Dr. Anson Hurd, the oldest physician of
Findlay, under whose instruction he remained
three years. With this preparation he entered
Sterling Medical College in 1888, and in 1890,
after a brilliant college career, graduated as

president of his class.

Immediately after his graduation, Doctor
Baker opened an office at Findlay and settled

down to a general practice. He was not con-

tent, however, to remain in the ranks of the

mediocre, and accepted every opportunity to

further himself in his profession. A con-

stant student, he took special courses at the

New York Polyclinic and the New York Post-

Graduate Hospital, and in 1911 and 1916 took

a post-graduate course at Harvard. From the

time of his entrance into professional ranks
his practice has grown and developed, until

today he is accounted one of the leading phy-
sicians of tlif city. Doctor Baker is S member
of the American .Mcili.-al Association, the Ohio
State Medical Sucicty, the Northwestern Ohio
Medical Society, and the Hancock County
Medical Society. His practice is general,

which, with a love of medical study, makes
him one of the most widely read members of

his calling in this part of the state.

While Doctor Baker is widely known for his

achievements in his profession, he is equally

so for his activities in civic affairs. He has
always been activel.y and unselfishly interested

in the betterment of social coiidifidiis for his

locality, a work which has licen facilitated by
his incumbency of the office nt' prcsiilent of

the Findlay Board of Health during the past

twenty years. He has worked faithfully and
continuously for better housing, better venti-

lation, better sanitary conditions and better

water, and in the last-named direction was the

most prominent factor, with ex-Mayor Frey,

in securing for Findlay its present unequalled

artesian water supply. A practical humani-
tarian, he is noted for his good deeds, and as

president of the Charity Association of Find-

lay has done much to aid the unfortunate of

the city. He takes a helpful interest also in

commercial affairs, as a member of the Findlay
Business Men's Association, and his fellow-

members therein are ever ready to give re-

spectful attention to his sound, practical sug-

grestions. Doctor Baker is a member of the

Findlay Country Club, and is prominent fra-

ternally, being a thirty-second degree Scottish

Rite Mason and a member of the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks Lodge No. 75,
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and
the Knights of Pythias,

Doctor Baker married Miss Harriet
Schwartz, a daughter of Henry Schwartz, a
pioneer merchant of Findlay, in 1892. They
are members of the First Lutheran Church of
Findlay.

Eenest Bourneb Allen, D. D. Since Octo-
ber 1, 1901, Ernest Bourner Allen, D. D., has
been pastor of the First Congregational
Church of Toledo. This service, now covei'-

ing fifteen years, makes his one of the longest
continuous pastorates among the Protestant
churches of the city.

Doctor Allen is in fact one of the leading
Congregational ministers of the country. He
has specially distinguished himself by his

work among young people, and his church
has one of the largest Sunday schools in Ohio.
He is a minister of high ideals, of enthusiasm,
a good preacher, an organizer and leader of
men, and has identified himself closely with
all civic movements in Toledo during the last

fifteen years.

He was born at Kalamazoo, Michigan, June
2. 1868, a son of George Ladd and Harriet
(Bourner) Allen. During his boyhood up
to the age of fifteen he attended the public
schools and also Parsons Business College
at Kalamazoo, and then followed various com-
mercial pursuits for a livelihood from 1883
until 1888. With a higher education in mind
and a professional career to follow. Doctor
Allen then entered Olivet College in Michi-
gan, where he was graduated B. A. in 1895.
In 1903 he graduated Bachelor of Divinity
from the Oberlin Theological Seminary. In
1907 his alma mater Olivet College conferred
upon him the degree D. D.

Ordained in the Congregational ministry
September 19, 1895, Doctor Allen was pas-
tor at Lansing, Michigan, from that date until

1901, and has since been at the head of the
large church in Toledo. He was a trustee of
the Ohio Congregational Conference from
1907 to 1914, and during 1910-11 was mod-
erator of the church. He has been correspond-
ing editor of the Congregationalist of Bos-
ton since 1910, and contributing editor to The
Advance at Chicago since the same year. He
is a trustee of Olivet College, having held that
post since 1897, Doctor Allen has been a
member of the board of trustees of the Fed-
eration of Charities, is a trustee of the Toledo
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City Mission and a member of the Toledo Com-
merce Club.

Doctor Allen is a skillful writer of both

prose and poetry. It should not be neglected

to mention that he is author of "The Toledo

Creed," which has been adopted as defining

and stating the spirit of the City of Toledo,

Ohio.

Elihu Warner Tolerton. During his

thirty years of residence in Toledo the late

Elihu Warner Tolerton impressed his life and
influence on many individuals and institu-

tions outside of his own profession, which

was that of the law. He was one of the fore-

most lawyers of Northwest Ohio, and pos-

sessed the character, talents and varied learn-

ing which give dignity and value to the legal

calling.

His birthplace was Salem, Ohio, and there

he was laid to rest. At the time of his death,

which occurred at his home, 1704 Jefferson

Avenue, in Toledo, August 22, 1905, he was

fifty-six years old. He was born May 14, 1849,

a son of Hill Tolerton. As a boy he attended

country schools, but following the leadings

of an active ambition he entered Allegheny

College at Meadville, Pennsylvania, where he

was graduated A. B. in 1871. He was also

Greek salutatorian and prize essayist in the

Philo Franklin Literary Society. Soon after

graduation from college he was admitted to

the bar at New Lisbon, near Salem, which was

then the county seat of Cohimbiana County.

Coming to Toledo he opened a law office in the

old Anderson Block, but in 1875 moved to the

Produce Exchange Building. He was the first

tenant of that old landmark in Toledo, and
never moved his offices from the structure

during the thirty years of his active practice.

At the time of his death his office was in

room 43.

Mr. Tolerton . was practically without ex-

perience in the law when he came to Toledo,

but by diligent work and a conscientious devo-

tion to the interests of his clients he built up
and acquired a practice such as few of his

fellow members of the bar enjoyed. With
his increasing prestige as a lawyer, large

affairs were entrusted to his charge, and in

1887 he was appointed attorney for the Penn-
sylvania lines, a position he held until his

death. He was also connected with the Man-
ufacturers Railroad after that property had
been sold by Alex Backus and W. H. A. Reed,

its builders and owners, to Thomas H. Tracy.

At that time the railroad had tracks from
Locust to Olive Street and track right to the

north citj' line. Mr. Tolerton was foremost in

public affairs, and became prominent in com-
merce, being interested in the establishment

of many of the city's best known commercial
institutions. At the time of his death he was
a director and attorney for the National Bank
of Commerce, The Toledo Machine and Tool

Company, The Toledo Metal Wheel Company,
The Harris Toy Company, and a number of

others. It is said that he was probably the

most heavily insured man in Toledo. He car-

ried more than $100,000 in various companies.

There was that about the late ilr. Tolerton

which commended him to the respect and
admiration of his fellow men. He took great

pleasure in the fraternities of his college and

was in full membership of the Phi Beta

Kappa, and Phi Kappa Psi, having been initi-

ated in the former about two years before his

death while paying a visit to his old col-

lege. This honor was greatly appreciated by

him. Mr. Tolerton early united with the

Methodist Episcopal Church, apd was long

identified with St. Paul's Church at Toledo.

The present splendid edifice of that church

at the corner of Madison Avenue and Thir-

teenth Street, was largely due to his wise

planning ancl individual generosity. For

thirty years he conducted the Men's Bible

Class of the church, and many scores of Toledo

men attended that class and considered it one

of the most important events and occasions

of each week. Mr. Tolerton was not a rou-

tine teacher. He taught largely by talking

rather than asking questions, taking his sub-

ject or text from the regi;lar Sunday school

lesson. From the wealth of his experience

he was able to vitalize the talks, and all who
ever attended the class regarded such attend-

ance as a great privilege and recall with pleas-

ure the hours spent there under his instruc-

tion. For many years he also served as a mem-

ber of the board of stewards of St. Paul's

Church. After coming to Toledo, on May 4,

1875, ]\Ir. Tolerton married Miss Mary Wil-

bur, a Toledo girl. Their four children are

all living, as follows: Harry H. Tolerton,

now in business at San Francisco, California;

Lucy, wife of Richard W. Kirkley, formerly

an attorney at Toledo but now a resident of

Los Angeles, California: May W.. of Pasa-

dena. California; Wilbur D., of Pasadena.

Mrs. Tolerton is also now a resident of Pasa-

dena.
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Otto Dewey Donnell. Among the young
men of Northwest Ohio who within the space
of a few short years have attained to positions

of prominence in the business world, a number
of those best known have found in the oil

business the medium through which their suc-

cess has been gained. This industry, which
is one of the leading ones in the life of North-
west Ohio, has constant and pressing need of

young men of ability, mechanical knowledge
and perseverance, who are willing to give

themselves whole-heartedly to the interests of

the business, and such a one is found in the

person of Otto Dewey Donnell, who, at the

age of thirty-three years, is vice president of

the Ohio Oil Company, of Pindlay, and one of

4;he most prominent business men of this thriv-

ing industrial city. Further, he occupies an
acknowledged place in the civic and social

life of the city and of recent years has done

much to advance its interests.

Mr. Donnell was born at Allentown, Alle-

gany County, New York, September 26, 1883,

and is a son of James C. and Sadie (Flinn)

Donnell. On his father's side of the family

he is of Irish descent, while his mother be-

longs to the Southern Randolphs, an old Vir-

ginia family whose members bear a distin-

guished position in the history of the South.

Mr. Donnell was still a child when brought

by his parents to Findlay, and here his early

education was secured in the graded and high

schools, from the latter of which he was duly

graduated. Being of a scientific bent, he was
next sent to the Case School of Applied Sci-

ence, at Cleveland, and was graduated from

that institution in the class of 1906, receiving

the degree of Bachelor of Science. Returning

to Findlay, he entered the employ of the Ohio

Oil Company, the largest producers of oil in

the Buckeye State, his first position being

that of mechanical engineer. Subsequently,

he was made manager of constiiiction, and

finally was advanced to the office of vice presi-

dent, the position which he now holds. His

father, James C. Donnell, is president of this

company, which owns 18,000 wells, of which

12,000 are producing at this time. Mr. Don-

nell is justly accounted one of the best in-

formed men "in the oil business in Ohio today.

His entire career, since leaving school, has

been devoted to his present line of work, and

he has thoroughly and systematically mastered

its many departments, so that he has a prac-

tical, working knowledge of every phase of

the business of oil production. He is also vice

president of the Electric Construction Com-

pany, another large Pindlay enterprise, and in
business circles is generally regarded a sound,
energetic and capable man of affairs, with a
keen foresight, sound initiative and a power
of resource.

If Mr. Donnell is well known in business
circles, he is equally so in civic affairs. Al-
ways a friend of the schools and a firm be-
liever in the necessity of thorough mental
training, on January 1, 1916, he was elected
president of the Findlay Board of Education,
for a term of two years. He is also chairman
of the building committee of the board, and in
this capacity has already supervised the oper-
ations on two new graded schools, known as
the "Washington and the Lincoln. His work in
this connection is of marked benefit to his
city. Politically he is an independent repub-
lican, but he has not allowed politics to inter-
fere with either his business or his civic affairs,
his principal interest in public matters lying
in his desire to see good men elected and good
measures passed. Fraternally he stands high
in Masonry, belonging to the Knights Templar
and to Zenobia Temple, Ancient Arabic Order
of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, and is also a
member of the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks. He was one of the principal
organizers and president of the Findlay Coun-
try Club, and is a golf enthusiast who plays an
excellent game. Mr. Donnell's religious affili-

ations is with the First Presbyterian Church,
of which he is now acting as a member of the
board of trustees.

In 1908 Mr. Donnell was united in marriage
with Miss Glenn McClelland, of Pindlay, and
to this union there have been bom tliree chil-

dren : James C. II, John Randolph and Otto
Dewey Jr.

Samuel Hildebrand. America is a coun-
try noted for its remarkable contra.st in the
material fortunes of individuals. There have
been so many eases to prove the point that
it is not regarded as extraordinary when the
poor and humble clerk of today becomes the
rich merchant of tomorrow, or the child born
in the log cabin becomes a man entrusted with
the destinies of a state or nation.

About the beginning of the year 1889 there
arrived at Castle Garden, New York, a little

party of a dozen Europeans, all French peo-
ple except one Swi.ss boy, Samuel Hildebrand
by name. Samuel Hildebrand was unable
to understand or speak a word of English. He
brought no capital with him, though he was
skilled in the mechanical trade of carpenter.
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He had been born of poor parents in Canton
Berne, Switzerland, March 17, 1863. A few
years after his birth his father died, and at

the age of five he was taken into the home of

his mother's sister, Mrs. Jacob Knuth. His

own mother died after he came to America.

He had limited opportunities as a boy, and
at the age of fifteen after finishing his school-

ing he began making his own way. For the

next ten years he visited various European
countries, learned the trade of cabinet maker,

and during some months in 1888 was employed

in Paris on the buildings and grounds where

'

in the following year the Paris Exposition

was held. It was after that work that he

started for America.
Samuel Hildebraud arrived in Toledo in the

spring of 1889. He was a good workman in

spite of the handicap of lack of understand-

ing of English language, and was soon em-

ployed as a journeyman carpenter. After

working for various parties for two and a

half years he entered the furniture factory of

Valentine Ketchara. In the meantime he

attended night school regularly in order to

learn the English language.

It was coiirage and initiative which took

him out of the ranks of wage earner and into

a business of his own. He concluded that

there was no profit in working for some one

else, and having the skill and the experience

he embarked as a contractor on I\Iarch 1,

1892, and since then, for almost a quarter of

a century, has been steadily at work in the

contracting business at Toledo. Many sub-

stantial buildings in the city attest his skill

and thoroughness. Among those may be men-
tioned the Stamm Building, at the corner of

Thirteenth and Jlissouri streets, the ]Mohler

Block on the opposite corner of the same
streets, Capf's Hall on "Western Avenue, and
a number of the better residences. One of the

first contracts he ever took was for the erec-

tion of the Miller Club House in Oregon
Township of Lucas County. This Club House
was destroyed by fire in 1909. Mr. Hildebrand
also built iiis residence at 2456 Broadway.

Deserving of special mention is Hilde-

brand Terrace which he erected at the corner

of Broadway and St. James Court. This

building has the distinction of being the first

in Toledo to be constructed by what is known
as "the continuous hollow wall system," a

process for which Mr. Hildebrand owns the

exclusive right for Lucas. Wood and Ottawa
counties. The characteristic feature is double

walls of concrete with a dead air space be-

tween, and this feature eliminates the damp-
ness which is so common in most concrete con-
struction and also deadens noise, so that the
hollow wall system is especially adapted to the
construction of apartment houses and similar
buildings.

Mr. Hildebrand has platted and added three
additions to the City of Toledo and has dedi-

cated three streets to the city, Hildebrand
Avenue, St. James Court, Water Works Drive
and a part of Foraker Avenue and Hoffman
Street.

A bit of interesting mvmieipal history is

revealed in his connection with St. James
Court. Being the owner of all the abutting
property on that street he was awarded a
contract by the Board of Public Service to

pave the street with metropolitail block pave-
ment. This is probably the only case of its

kind in Toledo where the owner of the adja-

cent property has paid himself as the contrac-

tor for the paving of a street, and it is a sig-

nificant testimonial to the fact, that though a
contractor who had to pay himself for his

work, he in no wise slighted his performance,
and the St. James Court is even now regarded
as the best paved street in Toledo. Mr. and
Jlrs. Hildebrand deeded the City of Toledo,

Hildebrand Avenue. This avenue cost them
$1,500, but they received nothing from the

city for it.

Many years ago Mr. Hildebrand more out
of the essential honesty of his nature than as

a definite and practical policy, based his work
upon the principles of giving prompt atten-

tion to every contract, using good material,

high class workmanship, and making the job

satisfy his own expert criticism as well as

those for whom he performed the work. Thus
he has long enjoyed a reputation for honest

work and the fulfillment of all his promises.

From individual contracts he has perhaps not

derived as much profit as other men less con-

scientious, but on the whole he has been suc-

cessful, and his success is built vipon the solid

cornerstone of honesty and efficiency, and such
a reputation is worth more than money.

Mr. Hildebrand has became a prominent cit-

izen of Toledo, and has for years interested

himself in local politics. He has served as

precinct committeeman, and in 1908 was cho-

sen as a delegate to the National Convention

of the republican party that nominated Wil-

liam Taft for president. He has also repre-

sented the Tenth Ward republicans in the

State Convention. He is a member of the

Toledo Commerce Club, the Builders Ex-
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change, the Second German Reformed Church
of Toledo, has a host of friends in his adopted
city and his career is one that reflects honor
on the community.
May 9, 1891, he married Miss Eva M. See-

beurger. Her father, Jacob Seebeurger, was
one of the earliest German settlers of Riga,

Lenawee County, Michigan, where he and
his wife are buried. Mrs. Hildebrand was
born, reared and educated there. Mr. and
Mrs. Hildebrand 's four children, all of whom
have been educated in the Toledo public

schools are: Elmer, Raymond, Alice and
Florence.

]\Iatthew Bartlett is one of the veteran

merchants of Toledo. His has been a long

and successful career, and he has been iden-

tified with this city through all its important
developments and has witnessed its growth
from a place of a few thousand into one of

the metropolitan centers of the Middle West.
Frequent honors have been paid him. but his

real service could not be measured by such

distinctions. He has been a substantial busi-

ness man with the old fashioned type of integ-

rity, served his adopted country at the time

of the Civil war, has also held office under
the city government, and is one of the best

known Odd Fellows in the State of Ohio.

A native of England, he was born in the

parish of Somerset in the City of Bath, April

•19, 1841, a son of Matthew and Fannie
(Baker) Bartlett. His father was born in

Devonshire and was a cabinet maker and
builder by trade. Third in a family of ten

children, six sons and four daughters, ilat-

thew Bartlett early gave evidence of that

venturesome spirit and enterprise which sub-

sequently brought him to Toledo and made
him a leading factor in its affairs. When five

years of age he was sent to the Broad Street

School, an institution that had been founded

in 1744 and is still in existence. At that time

it was conducted under the auspices of St.

Michael's Church. He was a student there

five years. Soon after his return home he ran

away, led by his love of adventure and a

desire to see more of the world. That was
more than sixty years ago. and since then he

has reaped a rich fund of experience. For a

time he was employed as a messenger boy

between Bristol and Clifton and then going

to London took passage on an American ship

seventy-two days later landed him in New
York City. His westward journeying was
continued on board the Francis Skiddy up

the Hudson River to Albany, and from there
he went by stage to Troy, where his uncle
lived. Mr. Bartlett lived with his uncle until
1854.

In that year he came to Toledo, accepting
a position with Ralph Cross, a jeweler, and
was in his employ three years. The next three
years were spent in the office of Doctor Estill,

a dentist, and he acquired a thorough knowl-
edge of all departments of the profession as
it was then practiced. He also had some
experience as clerk in a dry goods store of S.

Smiley. In 1861 ilr. Bartlett engaged in busi-

ness for himself in partnership with James
Moore under the firm name of Moore & Bart-
lett, and they conducted a jewelry store on
Summit Street until 1864.

On New Year's Day of 1866 Mr. Bartlett

married Miss Josephine Holmes, who had lived

in Pittsburg prior to her marriage. Recently
the Toledo papers gave considerable space to

the event of Mr. and Mrs. Bartlett '.s celebra-

tion of their fiftieth or golden wedding anni-

versary. In an interview given a reporter of
the Toledo Daily Blade at that time Mr. Bart-
lett described some of his early experiences in

Toledo. Among other things lie is reported to

have said :

'

' Toledo was known as Mud Town
when I came here. It had about five thousand
people. Huron street was out of town, the

principal busines.s being on Summit and ]\Ion-

roe streets. The site of the building where
I have been located for years in the furniture

business at Jefferson and Erie streets was then
under water, and beyond that was hazel brush.

The largest part of the city's business was
done on Summit street below Cherry. The
best hotel in the city was the American hotel

at Summit and Ehn streets. The most promi-
nent man in the city then was Major Stick-

ney, who owned a bank at Manhattan."
He then described his military service:

"About this time a provisional regiment was
raised in Toledo to prevent the burning of our
elevators, which had been threatened. We
remained on duty here until President Lin-
coln asked Governor Tod to furnish a well

drilled and equipped regiment to guard Con-
federate prisoners at Johnson's Island. There
were twenty-five hundred prisoners none
below the rank of second lieutenant. We
remained on guard until we went out as the

130th Ohio Volunteer Infantrj' and faced
General Longstreet's Corps at Petersburg.
The resriment continued in service until the
close of the war." In command of the regi-

ment was Colonel Henry Phillips, and Mr.
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Bartlett was a member of Company B. He
was in many engagements including the siege

of Petersburg, and in September, 1864, was
discharged and returned to Toledo. During
his service on Johnson's Island he was one of

the men who discovered the plot of the Con-

federates to escape. One of his duties was
the reading of letters written by prisoners

to their homes. Noticing one day that the

letters looked wrinkled, he held them up before

a fire until they were thoroiighly dried out

when it was found that the prisoners had
written in milk details about the island and
telling friends in the South how to release

them. The heat from the fire turned the milk

black. Thus it was an extensive plot was
foiled, and the story of how the plans were

frustrated has often been told and it is a mat-

ter of special interest that a Toledo man was
instrumental in preventing the escape of a

larsre number of Confederates.

After the war Mr. Bartlett became head
clerk for LaSalle & Epstein, now the firm of

LaSalle & Koch, dry goods merchants, with

whom he was associated until 1868. Then
with S. Smiley he bought the furniture busi-

ness previously owned by Rigby Brothers,

and thus became established in the furniture

trade, and is in point of continuous service

the oldest merchant of that class in Toledo.

Four months after the partnership was formed
Mr. Smiley died, and the business has since

been conducted through the organization built

up by Mr. Bartlett. In 1890 he erected a fine

business block, five stories high, of brick with

stone front, and the entire space is now util-

ized by the business.

Mr. and Mrs. Bartlett have one son, Charles.

Politicallv he is a republican. He is a mem-
ber of the Board of ^Memorial Hall Trustees,

and he served the city well as a member of the

board of police commissioners under Mayor
Guy Major and during the first term of Mayor
Jones.

In Odd Fellowship Mr. Bartlett has had
every honor that the state could bestow, and
is now a member of the staff of Gen. John
Reeves of the Patriarchs Militant with juris-

diction over Ohio and Virginia. He is the

oldest member living of "Wai;pakoniea Lodge
No. 38. Independent Order of Odd Fellows,

and has filled all its chairs and has been grand
master of the State of Ohio. He organized

and drilled Canton Imperial, of the Patriarchs

Militant, and has instituted or assisted in

instituting every Odd Fellow Lodge in L\icas,

"Wood, Ottawa, Williams and Fulton coun-

ties. He has the finest grand master's jewel

in the state. He celebrated his fiftieth anni-

versary of service in the Odd Fellows Lodge
in May, 1916, at the same time that he and
his wife celebrated their golden wedding. He
was one of the original members of the Patri-

archal Circle, organized in Toledo, this sub-

sequently being succeeded by the Patri-

archs Militant. He is also one of the organ-

izers of Concord Lodge No. 149, Knights of

Pythias, and is a past chancellor. He is also

a member of Forsyth Post No. 15, Grand
Army of the Republic, at Toledo.

Willis J.vckson is one of those prosperous
and contented men who live on some of the

fine fai-ms of Henry County. The years have
brought him a wealth of experience and of

those comforts and material things that give

a retrospect of j^ears a pleasing aspect to a

man now past the prime of life.

This branch of the Jackson family is of

Scotch-Irish stock and originated in Ireland.

Members of it emigrated to the United States

and settled in Pennsylvania before the Revolu-

tionary war. The first generation of the

family lived and died in Eastern Pennsylva-

nia. Mr. Jackson's grandfather, Joseph Jack-

son, was born in Pennsylvania about 1794.

He grew up there and married a Miss Watson.

Later he removed to Eastern Ohio and still

later brought his family to Seneca County,

Ohio, and settled in the woods near Green
Springs. He was a pioneer in that district,

and got his land direct from the Government.

Though quite well along in yeare at the time

he proceeded vigorously with the clearing and
development and in time had a substantial

farm.
In the next generation is Noah Jackson,

father of Willis Jackson. Noah was born in

Pennsylvania in 1820 and grew up on the

old farm in Seneca County. He was married

there to Miss Mary Shively. About 1848 Noah
Jackson came into what was then a perfect

wilderness in Harrison Township of Henry
County, and secured a tract of wild land in

section thirty-six. There was not a single im-

provement worthy of mention, and the first

home of the Jacksons was a typical log cabin,

bare of comforts and conveniences, and life in

such conditions were reduced to the bare and

primitive necessities. Noah Jackson was a

man of thrift and industrs' and in time cleared

up and improved a fine farm and erected a

substantial nine-room house which took the

place of the primitive log cabin. Some years
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after he came to Heniy County his father also

came and lived retired in Napoleon until his

death at the age of ninety-seven. Grandfather
Jackson after coming to Henry County took
up the faith of the iMethodist Church though
he had formerly been a Presbyterian, and
served as a local preacher. The family have
given their political allegiance to first the
whig and then the rep iblican party. Noah
Jackson lived on the old farm until his death
in 1896. He was a stanch republican and a
man of more than ordinary influence in his

community. His wife, who was born in 1822,
died in 1900.

The only one now living of six children,

Willis Jackson, was born on his father's home-
stead in Henry County September 15, 1856.

Early in life he became acquainted with toil,

and industry has been the ke3'note to his suc-

cess. He now has a fine farm of 200 acres in

Harrison Township and has given it many of

the substantial improvements that may now
be seen there. One improvement is a substan-

tial barn 40 by 70 feet. While most of his

land is under cultivation, he has a wood lot

of four acres of native timber. This is land
formerly contained in what was known as the

black swamp, and only by the exertions of

several successive generations has it been re-

deemed, tiled, drained and made fit for regu-

lar cultivation. The land owned by Mr. Willis

Jackson is now as fertile as any soil found
in Henry County, and will produce every

kind of crop, though corn is the most profitable

product.

In his home township and count.y Mr. Jack-

son married Miss Jennie Hoppes. She was
born in Seneca County, Ohio, April 29, 1858,

and when nine years of age came to Henry
County with her parents, August and Lydia
(Gooding) Hoppes, who settled in Damascus
Township. Her parents were born and mar-

ried in Pennsylvania, and from that state set-

tled in Seneca County, Ohio. In 1867 the

Hoppes family settled in Damascus Township

of Henry County, and Mrs. Jackson's father

cleared and improved a farm there. He later

retired to Liberty Center, and he and his wife

are still living there at the respective ages of

eighty-six and seventy-nine. The Hoppes fam-

ily have always been Lutherans in religious

belief, and Mr. Hoppes is of German stock,

while his wife is of English lineage.

Mr. and Mrs. Jackson are active members of

the Methodist Church. He is a republican

and is affiliated with Lodge No. 239 of the

Knights of Pythias. He and his wife have
some very capable children.

Wiley M., the. oldest, is now manager of the
elevator at Holgate ; he married Virginia Un-
derwood and has a son Willis E. Dick is still

at home, unmarried, and assists his father in

the management of the farm. Bessie died
when nine years of age. Delia became the
wife of Walter Warner, and the mother of

two childi-en, Leota and Paul; her son Paul
was drowned, and it was the shock of his

death that killed Mrs. Delia Warner. Mary
is the wife of Burk Richards, a farmer in

Damascus Township, and they have two chil-

dren. Atlee is a graduate of the school of

electrical engineering at Washington and is

now following his profession in Chicago; he

married Margaret Smith. The beautiful

estate of Mr. and Mrs. Jackson is known as

"Maple Lodge."

Ir.v a. Richardson. Not only in business

affairs but in the performance of the duties

of good citizenship Ira A. Richardson has
been one of the honored men of Toledo for the

past half century. He represents some of

the old pioneer stock in Northern Ohio, and
is himself the product of a period when life

in the Middle AVest was reduced to its sim-

plest terms, and when young men faced the

world seldom with anything better than an
education acquired in th? fundamentals and
in the primitve old time schools. The greater

part of Mr. Richardson's active career was
spent in the real estate and insi;rance business,

and there is probably no man in Lucas County
who has greater information as to the many
changes in value effected by the passing of

fifty years. One of Mr. Richardson's sons

is now serving as county recorder of Lucas
County.
His birthplace, where he first saw the light

of day, February 14, 18.37, was a log house
on a farm at Northfield, Summit County, Ohio.

He still recalls some of the features of that

old house and also of conditions then familiar

and accepted by all residents in this part of

the Middle West. The only means of arti-

ficial lighting were tallow candles and the

light that came from the big fireplace which
was found in every cabin and mansion of that

day. One of the typical country schools that

existed in Summit County diiring the decade
of the '40s supplied his early training, and he
also attended what were known as select

schools and still later the high school at Cuya-
hoga Falls in Summit County.
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He comes of some of the oldest New Eng-
land stock. There were two Richardson broth-

ers who emigrated from Sweden in 1622 and
founded homes around Massachusetts Bay in

the vicinity of Boston. One of these was the

direct ancestor of Ira A. Richardson of Toledo.

Mr. Richardson's father, grandfather and
great-grandfather all bore the name Amos.
Grandfather Amos Richardson emigrated
from Boston in 1816, soon after the close of

the War of 1812 and founded a home in the

wilderness of the old Ohio Western Reserve
at Northfield, in the same locality where Ira

A. was born. Grandfather Richardson was a

man of much enterprise, and at one time he
took the contract for constructing an entire

section of the old Ohio and Erie Canal, but
was stricken down with a fatal illness and
died before finishing the contract.

Amos Richardson, father of the Toledo busi-

ness man, was born at Rowe, ^Massachusetts,

December 14, 1810, and was brought to Ohio
in 1817 at the age of seven. He spent all his

active career as a farmer in the vicinity of

Northfield in Summit County. He married
Phoebe Wood, whose father, Henry Wood,
served as an officer in the War of 1812, and in

181.3 removed from Schenectady, New York,
and located in Northfield, Ohio, about sixteen

miles out of Cleveland, and in that community
Phoebe was born.

During the latter part of his early man-
hood, while still attending school during fall-

terms, Ira A. Richardson began teaching, and
altogether taught fourteen terms of district

school and for three terms was a teacher in

the graded school at Peninsula, Summit
County. In the meantime he had attained the
years of majority, and in 1861 he was at

Ashland, Wisconsin, when the Civil war broke
out. He at once went down to Madison and
volunteered in Colonel Daniel's First Wis-
consin Cavalry and went into camp with the

recruits. When the surgeon examined him it

was found that an injuiy to his left knee, sus-

tained when he was seventeen years of age,

had caused a stiffness in the joint which dis-

qualified him for military service. He then
returned to Ohio, and in 1862 again volun-
teered to enter the army at Cleveland, but
the same reason was assigned for his not being
accepted in the service. However, during that
critical period in the nation's affairs he man-
aged to give some service to the Federal Gov-
ernment. At Madison, Wisconsin, in 1861 and
again in 186.3 his services were accepted by
the Government as bookkeeper in the tele-

graph department and he was assigned to a
post at Nashville, Tennessee. While there in

1864 he was stricken with typhoid fever, and
after recovering suflSciently to travel returned
home to Ohio and resigned his position.

Mr. Richardson first went into the life aud
fire insurance business in 1864 at Hudson,
Ohio. In 1866, having moved to Toledo, he
bought from John Lokey the agency of the

Aetna Life Insurance Company covering sev-

eral counties in Northwestern Ohio. He eon-

ducted the business actively until 1871 and
then expanded by adding real estate as another
branch of his activities.

Ever since he east his vote for the elec-

tion of Abraham Lincoln in 1860 Mr. Rich-

ardson has been a sturdy and loyal republi-

can. His only important office came when he
was elected by the members of the board sec-

retary of the Board of Elections of Toledo
under the new law. He served a year and a

half, and then the law was changed and the
secretary of the board instead of being elected

by the board of elections as formerly was
appointed by the governor of the state. The
board members at once volunteered to recom-
mend Mr. Richardson to the governor for

appointment, but as his business took up so

much of his time that he could hardly afford to

sacrifice it for the honors of office, he declined

gratefully this mark of regard shown by the

members of the board.

Mr. Richardson is an active Mason, being
affiliated with Toledo Lodge No. 144, Free
and Accepted Masons; Fort Meigs Chapter
No. 29, Royal Arch Masons ; and Toledo Coun-
cil No. 33, Royal and Select IMasters, all at

Toledo. He was a member of the Baptist

Church.
Mr. Richardson was married twice during

war times and has one son living, Judd Rich-

ardson, now in the real estate, loan and insur-

ance business, having succeeded his father

as active manager of the interests in April,

1910. Judd Richardson married Mary L. Rood
of Toledo. Burge Richardson, the younger
son, was for nearly twenty-five years travel-

ing representative for The R. H. Lane Com-
pany of Toledo, a wholesale boot and shoe con-

cern, but in the spring of 1915 was elected

county recorder of Lucas County for the term
of two years. He served in that position, for

which he was exceptionally well qualified,

until his death, which occurred August 12,

1916. Burge Richardson married Bertha L.

Gunn of Toledo, who, with a daughter, Mar-
cella, and a son, Ralph, survive him.
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Washington C. Thorp. By his work as a
farmer and gardener Washington C. Thorp is

contributing something of value to the world
and the people that live therein. He has a fine

place on the Monroe Street road in Sylvania
Township and in the course of thirty years
has managed to accumulate not only a satisfy-

ing competence but also the regard and esteem
of his community. He is now serving as

township trustee.

His birth occurred near Norwalk in Huron
County, Ohio, April 30, 1858. His parents,

Jeremiah and Rebecca (Brown) Thorp, were
early settlers of Huron County. In 1864 the

family moved to Fulton County, and Wash-
ington C. Thorp grew up in that locality and
acquired his early education.

In 1884 he moved to East Toledo, where
lie remained two years, then located on a farm
in Washington Township for seven years, and
in 1893 came to the place in Sylvania where
he still lives.

In 1884 in Fulton County Mr. Thorp mar-
ried Mary Ann Knepper, a daughter of John
and Rebecca Knepper, who were from Penn-
sylvania. Mr. and Mrs. Thorp have two chil-

dren : Pearl May, a teacher who lives at home

;

Orlo Rhodes, who is a farmer near his father

in Sylvania Township and by his marriage to

Isabelle Robinson has a son named Herbert.

Since starting out in life on his own ac-

count Mr. Thorp has put to vigorous use his

own abilities and such opportunities as came
in his way, and has well deserved all his

success. For some six or seven years he served

as a member of the school board, and was its

president for a considerable part of that time.

It was in 1915 that he was elected township

trustee. He is a democrat, an active member
of Sylvania Lodge No. 289, Ancient Free and

Accepted Masons, also a member of Sylvania

Chapter of the Eastern Star, and belongs to

the Grotto, a social organization of Blue Lodge
Masons. He is also a member of the Protec-

ted Home Circle.

Charles R. Clapp. A member of the To-

ledo bar for twenty years, Charles R. Clapp
contributed high personal character and abil-

ity to the local bar for a number of years,

but is now best known as secretary and treas-

urer of The National Supply Company, manu-
facturers of and dealers in oil and gas well

supplies, probably the largest corporation of

its kind in the country.

He is the only member of his family who
came West. He bears a name which has been

distinguished since the early colonial period in
New England, and the Clapp homestead at
Ballston Spa in Saratoga County, New York,
is one of those old estates which have passed
regularly from one generation to another for
more than a century.

(hiii-les R. Clapp was born at this home
in Saratoga County, New York, March 5, 1867,
was educated in the public schools and gradu-
ated from Colgate University in New York in
1891. In the town where he was born he took
up the study of law and was admitted to the
New York State bar in 1893 and to the Ohio
bar in March, 1896. Mr. Clapp came to Toledo
in January, 1896, having previously for three
years, from 1893, practiced in his old home
town, Ballston Spa, with Judge L'Amoraux,
ex-county judge in Saratoga County. On
moving to Toledo Mr. Clapp established law
offices in the National Bank of Commerce
Building, practiced alone for a time, and then
joined U. G. Denman under the firm name
of Clapp & Denman with ofHces at Mr. Clapp 's

former location. They were associated until

1898, and in 1900 Mr. Clapp formed a part-
nership with Ira C. Taber, Mr. Denman hav-
ing gone into the city solicitor's office as assist-

ant city solicitor. The tirni of Taher ^ Clapp
held a foremost position in the Toledo bar
until 1908, when Mr. Clapp practically gave
up general practice to accept election as secre-

tary and treasurer of The National Supply
Company of Toledo, his present place. He
now gives all his attention to the affairs of this

corporation whose relations are more than
nation wide.

Mr. Clapp is also a director of the Guar-
dian Trust & Savings Bank of Toledo, is a
member of the Toledo Club, the Toledo Com-
merce Club, Toledo Yacht Club, Inverness
Club, Country Club, Toledo Automobile Club,
the Toledo Lodge of Masons, and belongs to

the Ashland Avenue Baptist Church of To-
ledo. His chief recreations are golf and auto-
mobiling. W^hile in college he was a member
of the Delta Kappa Epsilon and was also a
Phi Beta Kappa, the scholarship fraternity.

He won many of the honors during his course
in college.

On October 23, 1901, Mr. Clapp married
Miss Gertrude M. Hardee, daughter of Wil-
liam and Adelaide C. (Nessle) Hardee of To-
ledo. Mrs. Clapp was a graduate of Wells Col-

lege. After a happy marriage of less than
six years she died at Toledo September 5, 1907.

While Mr, Charles R. Clapp is the only
member of his immediate family to be identi-
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fied with Toledo and Northwest Ohio, some-

thing should be said concerning the members
of the prominent family to which he belongs.

His parents were Russell Palmer and Madelia

(Hale) Clapp, both now deceased. His father

was for years secretary of the People's Line

Steamers running between New York City

and Albany, and prior to that had been with

the Citizens' Line running from Troy, New
York. He was identified with these two steam-

ship lines up the Hudson for more than forty

years. Russell P. Clapp was born in Ballston

Spa, Saratoga County, New York, July 31,

1820, and died in New York City in 1888. The

old homestead where he and his son Charles

R. were both born has been owned by the

family more than a century and it is now
owned by Charles R. Clapp of Toledo.

The ancestral record of the Clapps goes

back to Roger Clapp, who was born in Sal-

combe Regis, Devonshire, England, April 6,

1609. On March 20, 1630, a little before his

twenty-first birthday, he sailed from Plym-

outh for New England, and arrived at Nan-

tasket on May 30, 1630. He came on the ship

Mary and John, which was the second in a

fleet of sixteen vessels which left England

with passengers in 1630 under the patronage

of the Massachusetts Bay Company. The

passengers on the Mary and John were the

first to settle at Dorchester, Massachusetts,

where thev arrived about June 17, 1630. Con-

cerning Roger Clapp 's father nothing definite

is known beyond a few brief papers in Roger's

"Memoirs," where he is referred to as "a
man fearing God" and "whose outward estate

was not great."

Roger Clapp was married November 6, 1633,

to Johanna, a daughter of Thomas Ford of

Dorchester, England, both of whom were pas-

sengers on the same vessel with Captain Roger.

She was born June 8, 1617, and was sixteen

years five months old when she was married.

She survived her husband some four or five

years, and died in Boston June 29, 1695,

aged seventy-eight, being buried near her

husband. Captain Clapp 's life was a busy

and eventful one. He was noted for his works

of benevolence, his ability and energy of char-

acter, and a far reaching influence and leader-

ship in the colony and town. In 1637. at the

age of twenty-eight, he was chosen selectman,

and fourteen times afterwards was elected to

the same position. In 1665 he took command

of the Castle. In 1664 he was one of the com-

mittee of five to fi_x the rate of assessment for

building a new meeting house. Several times

he was chosen deputy from Dorchester to the

general court. In 1673, on being again chosen
deputy, the following record by Blake is

found :

'

' Afterwards, in this year, ye court

sent an order to choose another deputy in ye

room of Captain Clapp, his presence being

necessary at ye Castle, because ye times were
troublesome." To most of the petitions and
documents emanating from and relating to

Dorchester his name was signed and carried

with it a weight and influence probably greater

than that of any other local citizen. He was
one of the commissioners appointed to marry
persons, an office of especial dignity and honor
at that time. It is recorded that he had a hor-

ror of idleness and was himself remarkably
industrious, being continuously engaged in

some useful employment and his good .judg-

ment and business ability called him fre-

quently as overseer of wills and in other im-

portant business transactions. He was de-

scribed as "of the very quiet and peaceable

spirit, not apt to resent injury, but when he

thought the honor of God was concerned or

just and lawful authority opposed, he was
forward enough to exert himself.

'

' At the first

regular organization of the military of the

colony in 1644 he was lieutenant of the Dor-

chester Company. At that time the military

were obliged to parade eight days each year,

and the penalty of five shillings was exacted

for non-appearance and none were exempt

except "timorous persons," of which there

were exceedingly few in those days. He after-

wards became captain of Dorchester Company,
and on August 10, 1665, the general court

appointed him captain of the Castle, which is

now Fort Independence in Boston Harbor, to

succeed Captain Richard Davenport, who had

been killed in that place by lightning. He
remained a captain of the Castle for twenty-

one years, until he was seventy-seven years of

age and resigned in 1682 chiefly on account of

political troubles which were coming to a cli-

max under the administration of the unpopu-

lar Sir Edmund Andros. After he gave up

the command of the Castle Captain Clapp lived

in Boston until his death on February 2, 1691.

He was one of the founders of the church in

Dorchester, and a member thereof for sixty

years. His prominence in the community is

indicated by the fact that during a severe ill-

ness in 1672 the people of Dorchester held a

fast "to beg his life of God," and on his re-

coverv thev held a special thanksgiving serv-

ice. At his funeral his remains were followed

by the governor and the general court, and



HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO 1419

a salute was fired at the Castle. He was a

member for many years of the Ancient and
Honorable Artillery Company of Boston.

Beginning with this Captain Roger Clapp,

the heads of the successive generation in direct

line to Charles R. Clapp of Toledo, Ohio, are

as follows: Captain Roger; Preserved;

Roger; Charles; Israel; Chester; Russell P.;

and Charles R. Thus Charles R. Clapp is in

the eighth generation from the vigorous and
eminent ancestor just mentioned.

Of the origin of the Clapp family the fol-

lowing account is supplied by a Massachusetts

genealogist: "This surname had its origin

in the proper or personal name of Osgod
Clapa, a Danish noble in the court of King
Canute (1017-36). The site of this country

place was known afterward as Clapham,

county Surrey. The spelling in the early

records varies from Clapa to the present

form, Clapp. The ancient seat of the family

in England is at Salcombe, Devonshire, where

important estates were held for centuries by

this family. Their coat-of-arms : First and

fourth three battle-axes, second sable a griffin

passant argent ; third sable an eagle with two

heafs displayed with a border engi-ailed ar-

gent. A common coat-of-anns in general use

by the family in America as well as England

:

charged with the sun or, Crest : a pike naiant

proper. Motto: 'Fais ce que Dois advienne

que pourra.' The American branches of

this family are descended from six immi-

grants, brothers and cousins, who settled in

Dorchester, Massachusetts, whence they and

their descendants have scattered to all parts

of the country."

The mother of Charles R. Clapp died at

Ballston Spa, New York, in 1904. She was of

English ancestry. Mr. Clapp 's parents never

came to Ohio. They were very religious peo-

ple and Russell P. Clapp was especially so,

Church. In their family were eight children,

and long active as a member of the Baptist

six sons and two daughters, four of whom
reached maturity. William, the oldest, died

at the age of fifteen. Grandfather Chester

Clapp lived to be ninety-seven year's of age.

Charles R. Clapp has one brother still living,

George F., who lives on the old homestead at

Ballston Spa in New York, and is connected

with the People's Line Steamers of which his

father was secretary for so many years.

Peter Watson Ge.\t is now serving his sec-

ond term as sheriff of Henry County, and is

one of the most popular and esteemed citi-

zens of this section of Northwest Ohio. He
was first elected sheriff in 1912, and for

8^2 years has been town marshal of

the City of Deshler in the same county.
He has lived in Henry County for the past

thirty years, but was born in Wood County,
Ohio, in December, 1868. He attended the
public schools and completed his education at

Deshler, and has been a self reliant and vigor-

ous type of citizen in that county for many
years. Altogether he has served the public in

some capacity for more than a dozen years.

His parents, William and Susanna (Philo)

6ra3% were Pennsylvania people, his mother
of Scranton. They were married at Perrys-
burg in Wood County, Ohio, December 25,

1864, lived on a farm in Webster Township of

that county until early in 1868, when as a
family they moved to Deshler in Henry
County. At Deshler William Gray engaged
in the mercantile business for about eighteen

years, and then lived retired until his death
on August 16, 1905. His widow passed away
in September, 1909. In politics he was a dem-
ocrat and they were members of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. Of their children Peter
W. was the oldest. William Gray, Jr., is in

liusiness at Deshler operating a delivery sys-

tem and also has a contract for sprinkling the

streets; he has four daughters, Naomi, Fran-
ces, Grace and Nellie. The daughter Anna is

the wife of Charles Post, a machinist and
tool maker, and their two children are named
Parrell and Lucile.

Peter W. Gray at the early age of fourteen

began learning the baker 's trade and followed

that line until elected to the office of city mar-
shal. He was married in Paulding County,

Ohio, November 26, 1889, to Miss Nellie J.

•Straley. She was born in Belmore, Putnam
County, Ohio, January 4, 1872, was reared

and educated at Belmore, and is a daughter of

Jerome T. and Agnes (Kushmaul) Straley,

who were natives of Pennsylvania, were mar-

ried in Ohio, and died in Putnam County, her

father at the' age of fifty-nine and her mother

at fifty-two. They were members of the Pres-,

byterian Church, and her father was a repub-

lican. Mr. and Mrs. Gray have one child only

by adoption, Harriet McNalley, a niece of

Mrs. Gray. She was born May 4, 1907. Mr.

and Mrs. Gray attend the Evangelical Church.

Toledo Lodge No. 5.3, Benevolent .\nd

Protective Order of Elkp. IMembership in

the Elks Club of Toledo has long been con-

sidered an honor and the hundreds of promi-
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nent business men and citizens who during the

past thirty years have been connected with

that organization have in turn reflected the

highest credit upon the lodge. In order that

some of the chief points in the history of the

organization may be set down in permanent

form the following sketch has been prepared.

A select number of Toledo citizens gathered

together on Sunday afternoon, October 24,

1886, in a small room, and under the guiding

hand of Grand Exalted Ruler Daniel Kelley,

the Toledo Lodge of Elks was brought into

existence. Some of those who attended that

meeting declare that it was held on one of

the most beautiful Indian summer days and

that the inspiration of nature gave spirit to

the movement for organization. The lodge

•was instituted in what was then known as

Grand Army Hall, with Daniel A. Kelley in

charge of the ceremonies as grand exalted

ruler. He was assisted by District Deputy
Andrew Gilligan and Brothers Harry E. Block

and R. Strauss of Cincinnati Lodge No. 5;

Charles A. Chase of Detroit Lodge ; Randolph
Landman of Saginaw, Michigan, Lodge; E.

Anglin, P. F. Plummer, M. M. :\IcFarland,

M. Knapp and E. S. Beach of Adrian, Michi-

gan, Lodge.

The charter members of Toledo Lodge were

:

Henry J. Richmond, G. Herbert Cole, Frank
E. Wright, Frank Lamkin, Louis G. Rich-

ardson, Prank E. Cole, Harry S. Dowling, Da-

vid H. Commager, Charles A. Garwood,

Andrew Farquharison, Charles A. Chase, E.

S. Reeves, P. P. Murray, Frederick C. Hitch-

cock, John P. Bronson, Fred J. Blakely and
Andrew Claypool. Of these seventeen char-

ter members only a few still remain.

After the installation of the lodge it organ-

ized by the election of the following officers :

'

Exalted ruler, James il. Hueston; esteemed

leading knight, Frank E. Wright; esteemed

loyal knight. C. H. Garwood ; esteemed lectur-

ing knight. J. K. Ohl; secretary, G. Herbert

Cole; treasurer, Andrew Claypool; tyler,

Louis G.^ Richardson ; trustees, H. A. Chase,

Frank Lamkin and E. S. Reeves. After the

installation of officers Exalted Ruler Hueston

made appointments as follows : Esquire, Harry
S. Dowling; chaplain, Andrew Parquharson

;

inner guard, W. J. Ellis; organist, Frederick

C. Hitchcock.

A committee on constitution was appointed
consisting of Brothers Frank E. Cole, Andrew
Claypool and E. S. Reeves. The trustees were
ordered to select a meeting place and a night

for meeting, and the lodge then closed and.

although there is no record of the same in the
minutes, it is recalled that the business session

was followed by an impromptu social session

which accorded with the best standards and
traditions of Elkdom.

October 29, 1886, a special meeting was held
for the purpose of adopting the constitution

and by-laws of Cleveland Lodge, pending the

report of the committee on constitutions. The
following evening was held the regular com-
munication of the lodge on Saturday night,

the date temporarily fixed for the loclge ses-

sion. The Grand Army Hall had been secured,
and at the regular meeting it was decided to

apply to the Grand Lodge for a charter. The
next regular meeting, Saturday, November
6th, was adjourned by unanimous consent to

the following day, Sunday. On that day the

report of the committee on constitution was
adopted. Under the constitution the date of

election of officers was fixed and under a sus-

pension of rules the following officers were
elected for the first year: Exalted ruler,

David H. Commager ; esteemed leading knight.

Prank E. Wright ; esteemed loyal knight, C. H.
Garwood; esteemed lecturing knight, C. H.
Cole ; secretarj', Andrew Parquharson : treas-

urer, John P. Bronson; tyler, A. B. Brown-
lee ; trustees, H. A. Chase, Prank Lamkin and
E. S. Reeves. These officers were installed on
the meeting of November 13th, and the follow-

ing appointments were made : Esquire, Harry
S. Dowling; inner guard, W. J. Ellis; chap-
lain, Louis G. Richardson ; organist, Frederick
C. Hitchcock.

With these officers Toledo Lodge No. 53

started on its first year. That was a year of
mingled success and adversity. There was
constant anxiety as to the financial cendition

of the treasurj', but through a constant will-

ingness of the members to make any reason-

able sacrifice the lodge continued to live and
the membership grew, though slowly at first.

Later members came in more numerously, but
throughout the personnel of membership
remained on the high plane with which the

lodge was inaugurated. During the first year
the meeting night was definitely fixed on Sun-

day.

Before the first year was ended the trustees

were instructed to secure a new location, and
in 1887 quarters were furnished on Superior

Street over what was then known as the Nat-

ural Gas Office. Here the lodge entered a new
home, and that turned out to be an excellent

move on the part of the trustees. A distinct.
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impetus was given to the membership aud the

interest in the work.
At the meeting held Sunday, December 26,

1886, the by-laws were amended to make the

meeting night Thursday, and such it has
remained since.

Thursday, December 29, 1887, the nucleus

of Findlay Lodge was formed for the admis-

sion to membership in Toledo Lodge of ten

citizens of Findlay. They were active later in

forming findlay Lodge. Toledo is thus the

alma mater of Findlay Lodge. January 12,

1888, these members were initiated under a

special dispensation granted for that purpose,

and on March 15th the Findlay Lodge was
instituted by Toledo Lodge.

In November, 1888, the lodge received its

tirst visitation of the grand officer. Grand
Exalted Ruler Leach having made it a point

to be present. He was received in proper form
and was entertained by a grand social session

after the closing of the lodge.

Death at this time entered the lodge, laying

its hands on Past Exalted Ruler James M.
Ilucston, tlie first exalted ruler and the first

to be called to the Grand Lodge above.

With varying fortunes Toledo Lodge passed

its successive .years with all the vicissitudes of

Elkdom, making a brave struggle for existence

and at the same time steadily growing. Dur-
ing the trouble that threatened the grand
organization, Toledo Lodge remained loyal to

the faction that was eventually declared to be

the Grand Lodge de facto. After the Detroit

reunion and Grand Lodge meeting, when
troublous times appeared for Elkdom, Toledo

Lodge was loyal and refused to be drawn into

the contention in any way, recognizing the

grand officers that were elected in the regular

manner and refusing to attend the peace con-

ference called for Buffalo. The representa-

tives of the Grand Lodge that year attended

the meeting called at Atlantic City and wit-

nessed the surrender of the recalcitrant fac-

tion.

It was along about this time that Toledo

Lodge began its agitation for a new building.

The building committee was appointed with

instruction to prepai-e plans for a building and
incidentally suggest a plan for financing it.

This committee was composed of Bros. C. F.

Wall, J. J. Stone, Charles Stager, L. G. Rich-

ardson, and Violet J. Emmick. After the first

report the committee was discharged and dis-

cussion then turned to the securing of new
quarters. As a result a floor was secured in

the Gates Building and fitted up for lodge

rooms, and that was the home of the Toledo
Elks until they moved into the Valentine
Building.
A short time before the session of the Grand

Lodge at Cincinnati in 1896 some of the
Toledo Elks advocated entering the competi-
tion for the street parade prize. A squad was
hastily thrown together, and with cheap uni-

form they went into the parade and carried
off the prize. Thus was the birth of the fam-
ous

'

' Cherry Pickers,
'

' the drill squad which
afterwards became known from ocean to

ocean. The Cherry Pickers were named by
John S. White, on account of the color of their

uniforms. The color of the imiform worn by
the Cherry Pickers was also selected by John
S. White, one of the local tailors. A peculiar

shade of red was used, the identical color of

uniforms worn by the First Regiment of Lan-
cers in the British army, known as the Cherry
Pickers Regiment. The Toledo Cherry Pick-

ers in their new iiniforms made their first

appearance at Minneapolis, ^Minnesota, where
after an exciting contest they were awarded
the first prize, a handsome silk banner. The
first captain of the Cherry Pickers was Gen.

W. V. McMaken, succeeded by W. H. Cook.

Louisville Lodge was the only competitor of

the Toledo squad in that event. Following
that at St. Louis the Cherry Pickers and the

Louisville squad had a downright contest, both

drill teams being trained to the minute. Capt.

William H. Cook was in command of the

Toledo company with J. Harvey Wylie as first

lieutenant and William H. Atwell as second

lieutenant. The Louisville squad was under
command of INIajor Leathers, one of the finest

drill masters the South ever produced. Before

the contest he announced in event of his

defeat it would be his last appearance on the

drill grounds. The teams drilled in the Coli-

seum on a tanbark floor and in a stifling du.st,

and the Cherry Pickers won by two points.

On the return of the Cherry Pickers a recep-

tion was given them and the streets were
thronged with a shouting and cheering human-
ity. At Milwaukee the Cherry Pickers were de-

feated by Chicago by a margin of seven-eighths

of one point. The Chicago squad was known as

the Purple Guard, but was in reality the crack

drill team of the Knights Templar, which had
been initiated in a body two weeks prior to the

Grand Lodge meeting. Toledo took second

in street parade and second in drill at Mil-

waukee, took first in drill and second in street

parade at St. Louis, first in drill at Jlinne-

apolis and first in street parade at Cincin-
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nati. First in competitive drill squad in

Buffalo and first in drill squad in Philadel-

phia. All the money won in these contests

was turned into the treasury of the lodge, and
became the foundation of the building fund.

To this money was added some $14,000 derived

from two carnivals. With this fund the build-

ing committee bought a piece of property on

Michigan Street opposite the Lucas County
Courthouse for $13,000. That is the site of

their handsome home which was erected in

1905 and dedicated June 15, 1905. Since the

lodge entered its new quarters its member-
ship has steadily grown until it now embraces

1,000 Elks.

It was estimated that fully 10,000 people

accepted the invitations and formed the bulk

of the great crowd participating in the dedi-

cation of the Elks Building on June 15, 1905.

From morning until midnight this throng

passed through the spacious structure. The
dedication service itself was a simple cere-

mony, merely the turning over of the build-

ing to the Benevolent and Protective Order of

Elks for its use and purposes. This was
accomplished in a Grand Lodge session on

Thursday night, June 15th. About 450 Elks

participated. Charles Marshall, district dep-

uty of Sidney, Ohio, conducted the Grand
Lodge session. The following staff assisted

him: Grand esteemed leading knight, C. J.

Nolan; grand esteemed loyal knight, M. B.

Daly
;
grand esteemed lecturing knight, N. D.

Cochran ; grand esquire, William M. Bellman
;

grand chaplain, John Leppelman: inner

guard, William Bartley; chairman building

committee, P. M. Jacoby. Mr. Marshall's ad-

dress was brief, consisting of a few well chosen

words congratulating the Elks on their enter-

prise in building the magnificent home. Prior

to the session the Elks formed a procession

which marched to the lodge room where the

services were conducted. All the furnishings

and tapestries were in place when the building

was turned over to the guests, and nothing was
left undone to make the event memorable.

Though it was strictly a home gathering. Elks

were present from many states in the Union.

On this happy occasion which meant so

much to the Toledo Lodge there should be

given a record of the membership of the recep-

tion committee. They were: F. W. Ayling,

J. W. Popp, A. H. Hessen, W. R. Davis,

Joseph Galloway, S. M. Lavin, Frank Mohr,

J. R. Greene, George E. Ryan, J. V. Newton,

Jacob Weier, Holland C. Webster, A. J.

Barsch, G. W. Dawley, Guy Cottington, A. L.

Hofman, J. C. Huber, J. C. Newton, W. F.
Donovan, W. P. Kohler, Lawrence Love, Dale
Wilson, L. E. Flory, W. H. Bork, J. D. Nolan,
W. H. AtwiU, RoUo St. John, John Solon,

W. A. Kelley, R. J. West, J. W. Beck, W. E.

Savage, J. P. Degnan and H. W. Leibius.

The Cherry Pickers organization which in

1898 gave the building its start by winning
several big money prizes, claims credit for the

final completion of the splendid home. From
their effoi'ts were formed the arch which
eventually sustained the building.

The exalted ruler of the lodge at the time

of dedication was William J. Albrecht. The
building committee consisted of the well

known Toledo men named as follows: James
H. Pheatt, P. H. Garrigan, F. H. Broer, P.

M. Jacoby, William McFarland, W. H. Has-
kell, Can D. Donovan, W. M. Bellman, L. E.

Flory.

The present secretary of the Elks Club is

J. J. Crowe, who was elected and has served

as secretary of the lodge since October, 1905.

The other official members at this time are:

Exalted ruler, Walter Rosengarden; es-

teemed leading knight, Lewis E. Mallow;
esteemed loyal knight. David Swinton ; es-

teemed lecturing knight, George P. Hahn;
secretary, J. J. Crowe; treasurer, L. E. Flory;

tyler, Charles Seymour (he has served as tyler

since the organization of the lodge) ; esquire,

C. R. Rex; inner guard, Dr. B. E. Leather-

man; organist, P. T. Germain; trustees, S. J.

Pickett, Richard Kmid, J. C. A. Leppelman
and E. E. Parks; chaplain, Louis Volk.

John Van Horn Hartman, M. D. Few
men in the medical profession in Northwest

Ohio have been more eager to attain all the

advantages of study and observation in the

great medical centers of the world than

Dr. John Van Horn Hartman of Findlay.

Doctor Hartman is still a young man, not yet

forty, and yet is recognized in his home
city and over Northwest Ohio as one of the

leading surgical specialists. His special field

of work is in gynecology, obstetrics and gen-

eral surgery.

He was born March 10, 1877. in Allen

Township of Hancock County, a son of Jasper

Xewton and Mary Ellen (Skinner) Hartman.-

He is of Pennsylvania German stock. Reared

on a farm, he attended the Findlay public

schools and spent two yeai's in Findlay Col-

lege. During his early life he was a teacher

in district schools in Hancock County for

about six years, and it was his savings from
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teaching that enabled him to comph^te his first

course in medicine.

In 1900 he entered the Homeopathic Medi-
cal College of Cleveland, where he graduated
M. D. in 1904. While an undergraduate he

served as an interne for one year in the

Cleveland Maternity Hospital, and after grad-

uating spent six months in the Cleveland City

Maternity Hospital. Even at the time he be-

gan practice in Findlaj' in 1904 he was un-

usually well equipped by training and by
natural talents for successful work. Above
all he is progressive, and is constantly accept-

ing of every opportunity to improve his tech-

nique and gain wider experience by associa-

tion with the great surgeons of this country
and abroad. In 1907 he attended the New
York Post-Graduate School, in 1910 was in

the Harvard Medical College, and in 1914

went abroad and studied under the eminent
Doctor Wertheim and other specialists at

Vienna, Austria. He has also attended the

Policlinic at Chicago and for the past ten

years has made annual visits to the famous
Mayo brothers' clinics in Rochester, Minne-

sota.

For two terms Doctor Hartman served on

the Findlay Board of Health, and is an active

member of all^ the medical societies and asso-

ciations. Politically he is independent. In

1906 he married Mi.ss Zoe Codding, a daugh-

ter of John Quincy Codding of Findlay.

They became the parents of two children,

Mary Ellen, deceased, and Sarah Roe. Doctor

Hartman is a member of the Findlay Country

Club, the Court Club and is a member of the

Masonic Order, including the Scottish Rite.

George E. Crabb is proprietor of one of

the best farm homesteads west of Toledo in

Washington Township. His farm is situated

two miles north of West Toledo, and he has

shown a great deal of enterprise in its manage-

ment and in regulating its productiveness.

Mr. Crabb is now serving as town clerk of

Washington Township. He is a son of Ger-

shom and Sarah A. (Stevens) Crabb. His

father died in 1898 and his mother in 1912.

Their children were: Eliza Ann, widow of

William Jackman of Toledo: Mary J., de-

ceased ; Ada M., deceased wife of John Bald-

win of Toledo; Alice, wife of Abraham Kea-

gle; Susan Hannah, wife of Edrue Park of

Coldwater, IMichigan ; and Laura L., wife of

Arthur Ruple of Coldwater. Michigan.

The youngest of the family, George E.

Crabb, married Winifred Wendel, daughter of

Francis Weudel of Monroe County, Michi-
gan. Mr. and Mrs. Crabb have a fine family
of children named Helen, Gershom, Charlotte,
Lois, Frances E., Myron J., Walter, Olive,
Ada and George, Jr.

Politically Mr. Crabb is a republican. For
some twelve or fourteen years he served as a
member of the school board, and is now town
clerk. Fraternally he is affiliated 'with the
Lodge and Royal Arch Chapter of the Masons.
He and his family attend the Congregational
Church.

John A. Meheing. From a small incep-
tion Mr. Mehring has developed one of the
important industrial and commercial enter-

prises centered at Napoleon, judicial seat of
Henry County, and he may now consistently

be said to be one of the oldest business men
of this thriving little city, as he has here been
identified with the manufacturing of brick
and tile for more than thirty years. The
large and prosperous business of which he is

now the head had its initiation in 1884, when
modest operations were instituted under the
firm name of C. E. Mehring & Company, and
with his brother, Charles E., as a member of

the firm. The enterprise was represented
solely in the manufacturing of brick during
the first two years, and later the original firm

was dissolved, John A. Mehring, of this

review, then assuming control of the plant
and business, which under his careful,

straightforward and progressive administra-
tion have been developed to the present large

proportions. He admitted his only son to

partnership and since that time the enterprise

has been conducted under the title of Mehring
& Son. The firm has recently given a virtu-

ally entire new equipment to its plant, includ-

ing the installation of the Brewer tile machin-
ery and the Marin brick machinery, so that

the facilities in both departments are of the

best modern type and make possible the pro-

duction of brick and tile of the highest grade.

This impoi-tant manufacturing plant now has

a capacity for the output of 19,000 4-inch

tiles per annum, the while the facilities pro-

vide for the manufacturing of tile from 3

to 18 inches in diameter. The capacity of the

brick plant is for the manufacturing of from
2.").000 to 3.5.000 a day, and the product is

authoritatively pronounced to be of the very
best style and quality, including tap-

estry brick in various shades. A large

part of the output of this admirable estab-

lishment is used in this immediate section of
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the state, and it is worthy of note that from

the Mehring plant was supplied the brick for

the erection of the public library and ai-mory

buildings of Napoleon, two of the most mod-
ern and attractive structures in Henry
County, while similar service has been given

in connection with the construction of other

public buildings and many of the higher

grade of residences in this section of Ohio.

The beautiful home of Mr. Mehring himself,

at 925 Woodlawn Avenue, was erected in 1914

and is a most effective exposition of the excel-

lent quality and design of the brick manufac-

tured in his establishment, great care having

been taken in the selection of products that

would insure most perfect harmony in all

parts of the architectural scheme. This fine

house, with the most substantial and artistic

equipment and appointments throughout, is

heated by hot water, is supplemented by a

commodious garage of similar architectural

order, and constitutes as a whole one of the

most attractive residence properties in North-

western Ohio.

John August Mehring was born on a farm

in Defiance Township, Defiance County, Ohio,

on the 7th of September, 1862, and there he

was reared to adult age, in the meanwhile

making good use of the advantages afforded

him in the public schools and in his youth

becoming associated with the contracting and

building business, to which he continued to

give his attention until he engaged in the man-

ufacturing of brick, as noted in a preceding

paragraph of this article. He is a son of

Frederick and Dora (Schoekman) Moehring,

both natives of ilagdeburg. Germany, where

the former was born in October, 1822, and the

latter in February, 1832. Frederick IMoehring

immigrated to America within a short time

after attaining to his legal majority, and the

voyage across the Atlantic was made on one of

the old-time sailing vessels. Soon after his

arrival in the United States he made his way
to Ohio and established his temporary resi-

dence at Napoleon. Henry County. He
assisted in the construction of the old canal

that extended through this place to the

Wabash Railroad, and finally he became asso-

ciated with his brother-in-law, John Reik, in

the purchase of 120 acres of land in Defiance

County. There they continued to maintain

their residence for a number of years, and
then they divided the property and each insti-

tuted independent farming operations, besides

which each of them eventually added materi-

ally to the area of his landed estate. The mar-

riage of Mr. Moehring, who retained the orig-

inal German orthography of the family name,
was solemnized in Defiance County, and on
their fine old homestead farm he and his wife
passed the remainder of their active lives,

industrious, upright and .substantial citizens

who commanded the high regard of all who
knew them. Mrs. Moehring died on the old

homestead on the 1st of January, 1909, at

the age of seventy-three years, nine months
and twenty-two days, and her venerable hus-

band passed the gracious evening of his life

in the home of his daughter, Mrs. Mary Ben-
eke, of Ridgeville, Henry County, where he
died. He was a staunch supporter of

the cause of the democratic party and both

he and his wife were lifelong and devout mem-
bers of the Lutheran Church, in which con-

nection it should be noted that they assi-sted

in the organization of the first Lutheran
Church in the City of Defiance, besides con-

tributing liberally to the erection of the orig-

inal and the second church edifices. This

sterling pioneer couple became the parents of

three sons and two daughters. Besides the

subject of this sketch two others of the chil-

dren are still living, Charles E. and ilary,

who is the wife of Theodore Beneke, of Ridge-

ville, Henry County. The other sister, Annie,

became the wife of Frederick Beneke, and her

death occurred in July, 1913.

As a young man John A. Mehring married

Miss IMinnie Dannerburg, who was born in

Defiance County, on the 5th of ilarch, 1867,

and who died in April, 1892, at the birth of

her only child. She was but twenty-five years

of age and her funeral was held on the second

anniversary of her marriage. Left with an

infant son,"Mr. ]\Iehring, in 1893, married Miss

]\Iary Dannerburg, a sister of his first wife.

She "was born in Defiance County on the 25th

of :\larch. 1863, and is a daughter of Freder-

ick and Dorothy (Giihl) Dannerburg, both

natives of Germany, the former having been

born in Prussia, on the 28th of December,

1832, and the latter having been born in the

Kingdom of Hanover, and both having come

to America when young. Frederick Danner-

burg came to this country in 1849 and his

first wife, whose maiden name was Catherine

Rodemuth, died when comparatively a young
woman, her one surviving child being Fred-

erick, Jr., being still a resident of Defiance

County and being the father of one son and

one daughter. After the death of his first

wife, in Defiance County, Frederick Danner-

burg, Sr., wedded Miss Dorothy Guhl, who
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was born in Hauover, Germany, on the 17th
of April, 1836, and who came to the United
States in 185-4, her marriage to Mr. Danner-
burg having been solemnized July 27, 1857.

Both continued to reside on their homestead
farm in Defiance County until their death,

he having passed to eternal rest on the 8th
of February, 1903, and she having died Jan-
uary 30, 1912 ; both were devoted members
of the Lutheran Church and he was a demo-
crat in his political proclivities.

The only child of the first marriage of Jlr.

Mehring is Richard A., who is now junior
member of the firm of ]\Iehring & Son. He
was afforded the advantages of the public

schools of Napoleon and in 1911 was gradu-
ated in the International Business College,

in the City of Fort Wayne. He has been since

that time his father's effective coadjutor in the

conducting of the extensive brick and tile busi-

ness. He is still a bachelor. By his second
marriage the subject of this sketch has one
son. Otto, who availed himself of the advan-
tages of the public schools and also of those

of the celebrated International Correspond-
ence School at Scranton, Pennsylvania. He
is now associated actively with his father's

business and is one of the vigorous young men
of Henry County commercial and industrial

life. He wedded Miss .Anna Zenz and they

have one child, Delbert, who was born March
12, 1911.

John A. !Mehring is essentially liberal and
progressive as a citizen and takes lively inter-

est in all things pertaining to the welfare of

his community. In 1916 he is serving his

second term as a member of the city council

of Napoleon, and his political support is given

to the democratic party. He is a director of

the Napoleon State Bank and is known and
honored as one of the representative business

men and influential citizens of Henry County.

He and his wife and their sons are enrolled

as active members of the Lutheran Church at

Napoleon.

Cyrus Llewellyn Casterltne. The City

of Findlay has long been proud of the achieve-

ments and the complicated part Cyrus L.

Casterline played in business affairs. For all

his success, wealth and influence he was at

one time no better known than an ordinary

country boy.

His birth occurred in Angelica. Allegany

County. New York, April 8, 1851, and the

first twenty-five years of his life were spent

on a farm. He had onlv a country school

education. When he left the farm he was
attracted into the oil district of Western
Pennsylvania and for one year worked as a
teamster at Bradford. For ten years he was
engaged' in the manufacture of nitro-gly-

eerine and the exceedingly hazardous occupa-
tion of shooting oil wells in Penn.sylvania,

and was known as a moonlighter. He had
the grit, the hard working ability which made
it almost inevitable that he would rise from
the circumstances of an employe to an inde-

pendent bu.siness man.
Mr. Casterline came to Findlay in 1890.

Here with C. S. Corthell he established a

nitro-glycerine company, and became its

superintendent and overseer. That was a suc-

cessful business, but he disposed of this in-

dustry and established the Bradford Oil Com-
pany, which developed into a very succes.sful

business. In addition to that ilr. Casterline

has developed and extended his various inter-

ests until they now cover an exceedingly
broad field.

It' would be i?upossible to mention all his

varied relationships with business. A few of

them are as follows: Vice president of the

American National Bank of Findlay ; vice

president Buckeye Traction Ditcher Com-
pany; vice pi'esident The Electric Construc-
tion Company; secretary and treasurer Bel-

mont Oil Company; secretary, treasurer and
manager Genesee Oil Company ; treasurer In-

dependent Torpedo Company, which has
branches at Findlay, Robin.son, Illinois, Inde-

pendence, Kansas; Tulsa, Oklahoma, and is

the largest manufacturer of niti'o-glycerine

in the country; treasurer Goldie Oil and Gas
Company of Oklahoma. In addition he owns
at the present time sixty producing oil wells,

and has four fine farms aggregating 550
acres, each one improved with fine buildings

and operated to the limit of productiveness

and eiSciency. These farms are all in the

vicinity of Findlay, and he gives his personal

attention to the management of all except one.

Mr. Casterline 's French and English an-

cestors came to America in 1690, and some of

them subsequently helped to win American
independence for the colonies. Mr. Caster-

line is a thirty-second degree Scottish Rite

Mason and a member of the Elks, is a republi-

can, a member and director of the Findlay
Country Club, and a chairman of the Finance
and a member of the Executive Committee of

the Findlay Y. M. C. A. He is also inter-

ested in the Findlay Associated Charities. A
man of large wealth, unmarried and therefore
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without a family of liis own. Mr. Casterline

ha.s been a liberal giver and a co-operative

factor with every movement for the good and
advancement of his community and fellow-

citizens. Those who are acquainted with his

generosity say that he has given liberally to

all worthy objects. He has served on the

executive committee of the Ohio Commission

for the Relief of European War Sufferers, as

chairman of the finance committee for the

Belgian Relief Commission for Hancock
County, Ohio, and took an active part in .se-

curing the carload of new clothing which was

sent to the afflicted Belgians. Mr. Casterline

owns a beautiful home in the country district

near Findlay.

Rev. George Gunnell has been rector of

Trinity Episcopal Church in Toledo since

1909.
"

This is one of the largest and wealthi-

est Episcopal congregations in Northwest Ohio

and Rev. Mr. Gunnell 's position is one of

corresponding heavy responsibilities and

importance.

For all its established position as one of

the oldest strongholds of this denomination

in Northwest Ohio, Doctor Gunnell has during

his service as rector brought about a notable

advance in church activities, in a strengthen-

ing of its tinancial resources and increased

power to its activities. The membership since

he became rector has increased more than

400, and in financial status Trinity Church

has an almost unique distinction in being

completely out of debt. In fact its property

represents a value of over half a million dol-

lars. During his rectorship he has presented

585 people for confirmation, and the Sunday

school has increased in membership from 225

to 800. Among parish activities has been the

creation of the Business Woman's Guild,

which provides for luncheon facilities and

rest rooms for 250 girls each day. The meas-

ure of good accomplished by this movement is

not confined entirely to what the people of

the guild accomplish, since several of the

larger stores in Toledo have copied the plan

and introduced lunch rooms for their work-

ing girls.

Born in Pittsburg. Pennsylvania, May 18,

1868, Rev. George Gunnell is a son of the

late George and Sophia (Cowling) Gunnell.

His father was a successful real estate dealer

for many years at Beaver, Pennsylvania.

George Gunnell, Sr., was born in Rumford,

Essex County, England, while his wife was a

native of Allegheny City, Pennsylvania. In

the family were three sons: Rev. George;
Louis, deceased; and Harry.

Preparatory to his chosen work in life, Rev. i
George Gunnell received liberal educational |]

advantages. He attended the public schools (

in Beaver, Pennsylvania, and the Hobart Col-

lege at Geneva, New York, where he was grad-

uated A. B. in 1891. He then entered the sen-

ior class of Harvard University where he was
given his A. B. degree by that institution with
the class of 1892. In" 1894 his alma mater
Hobart College conferred upon him the degree
Master of Arts.

His studies preparatory to the priesthood

were pursued in the General Theological Sem-
inary, where he graduated, and on June 9,

1895, was ordained a deacon by Bishop White-
head in St. Thomas Church at New York. His
first work was as a missionary to the Church
of Holy Innocents at Leechburg, Pennsyl-

vania. He remained there until July 1, 1896,

and on the 9th of June in the same year was
ordained to the priesthood in St. John's
Church in Franklin. Pennsylvania. This cer-

emony was also performed by Bishop White-
head.

'Sir. Gunnell was assistant pastor of Cal-

vars' Church at Pittsburg from August 1,

189*6, to November 1, 1897. He then became
rector of the Church of the Ephiphany at

Bellevue, a suburb of Pittsburg. On ]\Iarch

1. 1903, he was called to one of the largest

churches of Philadelphia, St. Andrew's
Church, and remained its pastor for six years.

Since April 4, 1909, he has been rector of

Trinity Episcopal Church at Toledo. His
assistant pastor is Rev. Edwin W. Todd.

Old Trinity Church in Toledo is situated

in the heart of the business district, just as

the still older Trinity Church of New York
City. The large and handsome structure of

stone, exemplifying the best lines of ecclesi-

astical architecture, was erected in 1863. It

stands at the corner of St. Clair and Adams
streets. In the fifty years since it was built

many improvements have been added from

time to time, and the church has one of the

finest pipe organs to be found in the city.

To his work Rev. Mr. Gunnell has brought

the highest enthusiasm, and is also a

man of great breadth of mind and of unselfish

devotion to the cause. He considers no effort

too great to be made in behalf of any individ-

ual member of his parish, however humble his

station.

For several years he served on the standing

committee of the diocese of Ohio and was
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one of the deputies to the general convention

of the Episcopal Church in New York City

I
in 1913. He has been a member of the Board
of Missions since taking charge of Trinity

Church at Toledo.

He is a member of Belleviie Lodge No. 530,

Free and Accepted Masons of Bellevue, Penn-
sylvania, Fort Meigs Chapter No. 29, Royal
Arch Masons, of Toledo, and all the Scottish

Rite bodies of Toledo, including the thirty-

second degree. He also belongs to the Toledo
Country Club and the Toledo Commerce Club.

On September 12, 1900, he married Miss
Caroline Hogg Sibbett, daughter of Richard
and Sarah (Hogg) Sibbett of Brownsville,

Pennsylvania. To their marriage were born
three children : George Trevor who was born

at Bellevue, Pennsylvania, and died at the

age of four months; Mary Brunot, who was
born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania ; and Car-

oline Sibbett, born at Toledo. The daugh-
ters are now attending Miss Smead's School

in Toledo. •

Geoege W. Woodward. An important dis-

tinction attaches to George W. Woodward of

Richfield Township in Lucas County. This

is his ability as a crop grower. It is doubt-

ful if any other farmer in the county suc-

ceeds in getting larger and better yields per

acre from his land than Mr. Woodward. He
has a fine farm, all improved, known as Even-
dale, and has the satisfaction of knowing that

much of the clearing and work of improve-

ment was done by his own hands. His home is

IVn niiles southeast of Bcrkey.

He is of English birth and ancestry, and
was born in Warwickshire, England, Novem-
ber 18, 1867, a son of George and Sarah Ellen

(Aldington) Woodward, both of whom were
natives of the same shire. In 1873. when
George Woodward was about five years of age,

his mother died. A few years later, when
George was nine years of age, his father left

England on April"l9, 1877, and came to Amer-
ica. The boy remained behind in England
and soon afterward left school and started

to work out his own destiny. On coming to

this country George Woodward, Sr., bought

eighty acres in section 16 of Richfield Town-
ship, Lucas County. He bought this land

from Peter Waterbury, who had acquired it

direct from the State of Ohio. This is the

land that George W. Woodward now owns
and occupies.

In 1882, at the age of fourteen, George
W. Woodward left England, and made the

entire journey to Ohio alone. When he
arrived he found his father engaged in the
work of clearing the land in Richfield Town-
ship. There was no barn on the place at the

time and the son spent all the following win-

ter hard at work in the woods, and went with-

out overshoes or cap and without sufficient

clothing to keep him warm. However, there

was so much work to do that he experienced

no special hardship from this lack of cloth-

ing, and his energies even at that age made
him a very capable assistant. Much of the

farm was still in the woods, since its former
owner had done very little clearing. Since

then Mr. Woodward has made a special study
of farming, and through his own labors and
those of his father this work continued until

the latter 's death in 1898, practically every

acre is under cultivation and the improve-

ments constitute this one of the model farms

of the county. Where at one time they felt

satisfied to get ten bushels of wheat per acre,

Mr. Woodward now gets an average yield of

thirty-five bushels, and he produced forty-

seven bushels per acre for the year 1915. He
has similar results with other crops. His corn

land has produced 150 baskets of corn to the

acre and he is not satisfied with sixty bushels

of oats and about fifty bushels of barley to

the acre. Evendale also regularly produces

large crops of alfalfa. Any one who knows
farming and the growing of crops realizes that

this yield is much above the general average.

Besides the growing of extensive crops Mr.

Woodward also engages in dairying and rais-

ing pure-bred Berkshire swine.

Mr. Woodward married Alice Brimacombe,

daughter of Thomas Brimacombe, who was of

English and Canadian ancestry. Mr. and

Mrs. Woodward have three children : Arthur,

who is farming in Sylvania Township married

Clara Fink of Ottawa Lake, Michigan, and is

the father of three children; Ethel, wife of

Hugh Riches, a farmer at Wauseon, who has

one child Lorene, and Joyce, who married

Ford Sanderson, and they are now farming

in Richfield Township.

ilr. Woodward always takes an active inter-

est in affairs affecting his home community.

He is now serving as trustee of Richfield

Township, was township clerk seven years

and a member of the hoard of education four

years. He is a republican and is affiliated

with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows

and the Protected Home Circle.



1428 HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO

R. Clint Cole. While he has not lived an
extraordinary term of years, R. Clint Cole

has earned some distinctions that give a man
special prestige in American life. He is to

begin with an able lawyer. He also has

powers that make him a formidable debater

and is a well known orator. In republican

politics both in national and state campaigns

he has figured largely, and has also been heard

fi-om the public platform on various subjects

which he adorns with his originality of

thought and diction. Some of the topics of

his discourses have been politics, religion,

patriotism, philosophy, education, etc.

He is of Scotch-Irish stock. He was born

on a farm in Big Lick Township of Hancock

County, Ohio, in 1872. His father was a sub-

stantial farmer of Hancock County. Owing
to this early environment he grew up in the

country, attended the district schools, spent a

year in Findlay College, and on getting a

certificate started out to teach, a vocation he

followed in the country schools for eight

years. In the meantime he was studying law

and employing his opportunities for learning

men and many other subjects that cannot be

dealt with in books.

In 1898 he entered the Ohio Northern Uni-

versity, where he spent a year, and in 1900

passed a successful examination for the bar.

In 1901 Mr. Cole took up practice for himself

at Findlay, and after several years joined his

brothers Ralph and J. J. Cole under the name
Cole, Cole & Cole. He is now in active prac-

tice with his brother Ralph Cole and with

Elijah T. Dunn, under the firm name of

Dunn & Cole. This firm does a large general

practice, and is one of the ablest aggrega-

tions of legal talent in Hancock County. His
brother, Ralph D. Cole, has long been a man
of recognized prominence in republican circles

in Ohio. He was head of the Republican

Speakers' Bureau in the Hughes campaign
with temporary headquarters in New York
City.

Mr. Cole served as city solicitor of Findlay
from 1912 to 1916, for two terms, and was not

a candidate at the last election. He is a mem-
ber of the First Methodist Episcopal Church
and is affiliated with the Benevolent and Pro-

tective Order of Elks.

Gael F. Braun. In 1862 arrived in Toledo
a young German, named Carl F. Braun, whose
chief capital consisted of a sturdy heart, a

willing spirit, and an unconquerable ambi-
tion. Not long afterward he became a hard-

ware clerk, and in a few years was in busi-

ness for himself. When he died at his Toledo
home June 25, 1908, there was probably no,

better known figure in business circles in the

city. A man of remarkable business sagacity,

with a wonderfully systematic mind and a

great quickness of perception, his promotion
to increasing responsibilities had been rapid;

so that for years he was a controlling force

and directing head of several large business

affairs.

He was born at Gudensburg, Germany,
August 16, 1843. He received a technical

education in Germany, graduating from a

polytechnic school at Cassel. At the age of

nineteen in 1862 he came to the United States,

found his way to Toledo, and in 1866 entered

the hardware house of Roff & Company as a

clerk. He was alert, energetic, quick to grasp

business opportunities, and strictly faithful

to the discharge of his duties. Though his

salary was small, he managed to save a greater

part of it, having constantly in view a business

career for himself. In 1868 he was taken in

as a member of the firm of Roff & Company.
In the years immediately following the Civil

war Toledo had a great and rapid growth,

affecting not only the hardware business but

other lines as well. Thus Roff & Company
prospered and expanded its business from year

to year, and in 1876 a new concern was organ-

ized to take over the old house of Roff &
Company. The organizers of the Bostwick-

Braun Company were Carl F. Braun, George
A. Braun, a cousin, and Oscar A. Bostwick.

This new company opened a store at the foot

of Monroe Street on a part of the ground
now occupied hy the mammoth establislnnent

of Bostwick-Braun Company, which today is

one of the largest hardware houses in North-

western Ohio or the ^Middle West. For a num-
ber of years the company also occupied quar-

ters at the corner of St. Clair and Monroe
streets.

The late Carl F. Braun continued an active

participant in the management of this busi-

ness until 1904. In his time he was recog-

nized as one of the business giants of the city,

and along with great capacity for work pos-

sessed high ideals and unblemished reputa-

tion. The Bostwick-Braun Company's estab-

lishment of modern times really stands as a

monument to his industry.

It was not the only concern which bene-

fited by his energy and judgment. He was
a director and at one time vice president of

The Home /Savings Bank and director of The
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Citizens Deposit and Trust Company. In
1881 he bought the old Swan Creek Railroad.

This had been projected in 1876, but the pro-

moters encountered much trouble in secur-

ing a right of way. Mr. Braun succeeded
where others failed, not only in this under-
taking but in other matters to which he ap-

plied his attention. He reorganized the com-
pany, was elected president, and he soon was
gratified by having the road extended from
the intersection of Bismark and Hamilton
streets to the tracks of the old Toledo, Cin-

cinnati and St. Louis, now the Clover Leaf,

thus saving considerable time and labor in

operating in and out of the city.

On May 22, 1879, ]\Ir. Braun married Miss

Elise Lenk. Mrs. Braun is still living and
resides on Scottwood Avenue. There were
three sons, "Walter M., Arthur P. and Carl W.
Of these the only one living is Walter M.,

who is a member of the firm of Stacy & Braun,
dealers in municipal and railroad bonds, with

offices on the second floor of the Second
National Bank Building. The son Arthur was

a mining engineer in ^lexico and died sud-

denly May 17, 1910. The son Carl died at

Toledo in June, 1912, at the age of twenty-

six.

The late Carl F. Braun was by nature well

fitted for a business career, and was of that

type of business leader who carries other enter-

prises and the interests of many individuals

along with him in his success. He gave a tre-

mendous energy to every undertaking, as well

as splendid loyalty and enthusiasm and could

be counted upon for co-operation in any move-

ment which promised benefit to the commun-
ity at large.

Thomas J. Geeenaway, now living retired

at Sylvania, has during his active career of

about forty years been closely identified with

farming as a vocation in Lucas County.

Besides doing what was required of him as

a public spirited citizen and besides rearing

and providing well for a family, he has made
his efforts count toward a sufficiency for him-

self, and is now living on the fruits of his

well spent years.

He was "born January 17. 1858, a son of

Thomas and Harriet (Taylor) Greenaway.

His father was born at Cornwall, England,

and his mother in Devonshire, and from Dev-

onshire they took ship in 1852 and came to

America, settling in Sylvania Township of

Lucas County about four miles west of Syl-

vania on their farm. In that locality Thomas

J. Greenaway was born, and a number of
years later he inherited the old homestead and
still owns it. Thomas Greenaway, Sr., was
about twenty-five years of age when he came
to the United States. For a short time he
worked west of Toledo, and then bought the
land in Sylvania Township which he devel-
oped as a farm and where he resided until
his death in 1899. His widow passed away
at the old home in 1912.
During the yeai's of his minority Thomas

J. Greenaway lived at home attending the
country schools, and assisting as his strength
permitted in the farm duties. He then worked
at the old home place for a year, afterwards
rented the farm for another year, and the
following year was spent at employment in

Toledo. His next move was to buy a farm of
his own, where he remained three years, and
he then went to the farm owned by his wife's
mother and conducted it until the death of his

own father, Thomas Greenaway. He then
took charge of the old home place, and con-
ducted it as a first class farm for more than
fifteen years. In 1916 he retired to a home
in Sylvania and now rents his farm.
On February 18. 1879, ]Mr. Greenaway mar-

ried Elizabeth Ironside, a daughter of John
and Amelia (Watson) Ironside. Both her
parents were born and reared in Aberdeen-
shire, Scotland, came before their marriage to

Canada, where they lived about six months,
and were married in Buffalo, New York.
From there they came to Lucas County and
settled at Holland in 1856. Mrs. Greena-
way 's father was a renter for several years
and died in this county in 1864. Her mother
then moved to Richfield Township, where she

lived until her death in 1896.

Mr. and Mrs. Greenaway have three chil-

dren. Bessie is the wife of Charles Sander-
son, a farmer in Sylvania Township, and their

five children are named Elnah, Dale, Melvin,

Myron and Georgiette. Roscoe lives at Spring-

field, Ohio, where he is employed by the D.

T. & I. R. R. Company, and by his marriage

to Nora Brown has two children named Paul

and Pauline. Glenn, the youngest child, is

connected with the Overland Automobile Com-
pany of Toledo and married Nellie Keenan.

So far as politics is concerned Mr. Green-

away is independent though usually favoring

the republican candidates on national issues.

He has served as school director. For thir-

teen years he was township agent for the Lucas
County Farmers Mutual Insurance Company.
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He is a member of the Masonic Order and
attends the Methodist Church.

John M. Mills, D. D. Though now prac-

tically retired from the work which engaged

his attention for so many years and with such

benefit to himself and humanity, Dr. Mills still

has many interests to occupy his mind and is

one of the prominent men of Lima.

He is not only a man of attainments him-

self, but represents a family that have fur-

nished several generations of useful men and
women to the world.

Doctor Mills was born in Hocking County,

Ohio, November 5, 1850, a son of Robert and
Rachel (Geiger) Mills. His grandfather, An-
drew Mills, was a native of Scotland and came
with his parents to the United States about

1796 and soon afterward settled in Ohio. He
was one of the first settlers in Fairfield

County. As a contractor he helped to con-

struct the old Ohio and Erie canals. Andrew
Mills married Maiy Register Mills Irwin, who
attained tlve vmeralile age of ninety years.

Doctor iliUs' mati'i-nal grandfather was Mar-
tin Geiger, who was born in Pennsylvania, and
moved to Ohio in early days, following the

life of a farmer in Hocking County until his

death. He married Matilda McClaren, a

native of Scotland, who lived to be ninety-

eight years of age, her death occurring near

TamaCity, Iowa, in 1870. Both the parents

of Doctor Mills were born in Ohio. His father

was born in Fairfield County in 1817, and his

mother in Hocking County in 1826. They
were married at Somerset, Ohio, in 1844. the

ceremony being performed by James Mills, an
uncle of"Robert Mills.

Robert ]Mills in an early day was a.ssociated

with his father who was a contractor, but

subsequently became a farmer in Hocking
County, afterward moving to Fairfield, where
he was living when the Civil war broke out.

He enlisted on President Lincoln's first call

for volunteers, but was soon returned home on
account of disability. He died October 27,

1872, and his widow survived until December
15, 1902. Mrs. Mills in early life was an
active member of the Baptist Church, but in

later years she with her husband became mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
Robert Mills was a democrat, a man of fair

education and very courteous, kind and gen-

erous. He and his wife were the parents of

twelve children, and the six now living are

:

Dr. J. M. Mills; Andrew Jackson Mills, of

Lancaster, Ohio; Adam Mills, a retired stock

dealer at Sugar Grove, Ohio; Nancy, wife of
W. H. Shumaker, a farmer near Bremen,
Fairfield Coiuity, Ohio ; Charity, wife of Wil-
liam Moler, cement contractor, Newark, Ohio

;

and Rachel, wife of Abraham Miller, a farmer
near Lancaster, Ohio.

Dr. J. M. Mills grew up on a farm, attended
country schools, and at an early age attended
a private school to prepare for college. At
the age of si.xteen he entered Fairfield College.

Before completing the course, owing to the
failing health of his father, he turned aside

to assist his father, took up teaching and other
work to earn his own way and give him fur-

ther advantages. After a few years he ac-

cepted a position with A. J. Johnson & Co.
of New York, and traveled and sold books and
school supplies for three years.

Mr. Mills united with the Methodist Episco-
pal Church at the age of sixteen, but while
living in the home of Isaac Rinehart, whose
niece he afterwards married, he at Mr. Rine-
hart 's solicitation transferred his membership
to the United Brethren Church and became
the superintendent of the Olive Branch Sun-
day School near Bremen, Ohio. At the age of
twenty-six Mr. Mills had qualified and entered
the ministiy of the United Brethren Church,
but soon thansferred to the Methodist Episco-
pal Church, which he always regarded as his

church home. He continued to preach as pas-

tor and presiding elder for thirty years. His
first charge was a circuit of nine appointments
in Hocking and Vinton counties. He was
then pastor of the First United Brethren
Church of Circleville, Ohio, for three years,

was at Marion, Ohio, for two years, when he
transferred to the Central Ohio Conference
of the Methodist Episcopal Church and spent
two years at Columbus Grove, Ohio, three

years at Delta, and three years at Fremont.
While pastor at Fremont he was the officiat-

ing minister of the burial of Lucy Webb
Hayes, wife of ex-President Hayes, and at the

request of the ex-president, he delivered a

memorial address in the church on the follow-

ing Sabbath evening to perhaps as large an
audience as ever a.ssembled in the city on a

similar occasion. During his pastorate at

Fremont the church and parsonage was de-

stroyed by fire. Doctor Mills with the assis-

tance of ex-president and Jlrs. Hayes, raised

the funds and built the present fine church
and parsonage. His next call was to St.

Paul's Church at Defiance, where he remained
five years. While there he erected a fine par-

whieh still stands as a comfort- to
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ministers and their families, and the pride of

Church and City. For three years he was at

Bellefontaine, and in the fall of 1898, became
the pastor of Trinity at Lima, and in the

midst of a very successful pastorate he was
appointed presiding elder of Defiance District,

and later was transferred to Lima District,

over which he exercised his supervision for

five years.

Resuming the pastorate Doctor ]\Iills served
St. John's Church at Toledo for one year,

when he took a supernumerary relation for

two years' travel. He then settled in his

home on West Market Street, Lima, Ohio, re-

tiring from the active ministry, though he has

been annually appointed as associate pastor

of Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church and
preaches occasionally for Trinity and other

churches of the city, where he is always wel-

comed by the people.

On November 10, 1870, Doctor Mills mar-
ried Miss Mary M. Hufford. She was bom
in Fairfield County, Ohio. She was a woman
of great strength of character and always
popular in the churches her husband served.

She was especially active in the Sunday School
and missionary work of the church. She
passed to her reward August 7, 1902. Five
children were the fruit of their union : Wil-
liam S. Mills, of the City of Chicago; Anetta
E., the wife of Kimble Rakestraw, Lima,
Ohio: Irene Estelle, wife of Walter H. Jack-

son, Lima, Ohio: Marie M., who married Gib-

son P. Dildine, the grandson of Gen. W. H.
Gibson, and they also reside in Lima ; and
Charles H. Mills, the youngest son, is a resi-

dent of Conushatta, Louisiana.

On December 14, 1905, Doctor Mills mar-
ried Helen J. Innes. She was born at EUen-
ville. New York, a daughter of Adam Innes.

Adam Innes, who died in Pennsylvania, was
a tanner, started life as a worker in that trade
and rose to a position of conspicuous success,

so that for a number of years he was called

"The King of Tanners." He became the

first president of the First National Bank of

Canton, Pennsylvania, and before his death
his son, Daniel Innes, succeeded him in that

position and is still at the head of the bank.

Adam Innes and his wife were both natives

of Scotland.

Doctor ]\Iills has always taken an active in-

terest in Masonic affairs. He is affiliated with

the Free & Accepted ]\Iasons Lodge, the Royal
Arch Chapter, the Knight Templar Com-
mandery, Shawnee No. 14, Lima, Ohio, the

Ancient Accepted Scottish Rit© Valley of

Toledo. He is also a member of the Mystic
Shrine. He was a charter member of the
Garrett Wycoff Lodge, Free and Accepted
Masons, Lima, Ohio, and has been its

chaplain from the time of its institution to
the present. Doctor Mills served as Grand
Prelate of the Grand Commandery Knights
Templars of Ohio for nine years, and that
was the second longest consecutive term ever
enjoyed by any such official in the history of

the Ohio Grand Commandery.
In politics Doctor Mills is a republican, but

sufficiently independent to support men of
any party who represent the principles for
which he has contended during his entire pub-
lic life.

Doctor Mills received the honorary degree of
Doctor of Divinity from the American Tem-
perance University of Tennessee. He was one
of the original members of the Ohio Aiiti-

Saloon League, and the only member now liv-

ing of its first board of trustees. He was one
of the organizers of the American Anti-Saloon
League at Washington, D. C. in 1895, and is

at the present time a member of its board of
directors from Ohio.

He was for six years a member of the board
of trustees of Christ's Hospital of Cincinnati,
Ohio, and chairman of the committee at the
organization of the Methodist Home for the
Aged of Ohio. He is a member of the Metho-
dist Children's Home Association of Ohio, and
a member of its board of trustees. He is First
Vice President of the Board and member of

its executive and finance committees. Doctor
Mills has prospered in a business way, owns a
beautiful farm just outside the corporation
of Lima, and is a stockholder in the old Na-
tional Bank. He is also the owner of a good
home on West Market Street, where he re-

sides, and other Lima properties. Doctor
Mills leads a quiet but useful life and is held
in very high esteem not only in the City of
Lima, where he has long resided, but through
the state by reason of his connection with
reformatory and philanthropic work.

Leander Solomon Baumgardner. Manj-
interesting memorials of the commercial abil

ity and public spirit of the late Leander
Solomon Baumgardner stand in Northwest
Ohio. But one that is unusual in many ways
is the great wholesale dry goods house at the
corner of Jefferson Avenue and St. Clair
Street in Toledo, which bears the name L. S.
Baumgardner & Company, the same name
under which it was established just half a
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century ago. It is the ouly firm which
throughovit half a century of time has

endured in Toledo without a change of name,
and the policy of its founder is still the di-

recting spirit of those entrusted with its

management.
His was a lifetime of splendid achievement.

He was born in East Union Township of

Wayne County, Ohio, February 10, 1832.

His death occurred March 3, 1909, at Braden-
town, Florida, where he has been iu the habit

of spending his winters for about nineteen

years. His parents were Peter and Catherine

(Heller) Baumgai'duer. His father was born
in Baden, Germany, and came to the United
States in 1812 at the age of fourteen. The
mother, also of German descent, was a native

of Hellertown, Pennsj'lvania. In 1830 these

parents came to W^ayue County, Ohio, and
were pioneer settlers.

When the late L. S. Baumgardner was ten

years of age he was bound out to a farmer,

"following- a familiar custom of that time.

One of the provisions of the contract was
that the boy should be allowed to attend

school during the winter months. Unfortu-
nately that provision was not observed by the

master. However, in spite of this the youth
improved so wisely his limited opportunities

that before reaching his majority he was
qualified to teach in the common schools, and
that was his occupation for two .seasons in the

early part of his life. He had, however, a
special genius for practical affairs, and fi-om

his twenty-second year, when he left the

farm, he was almost continuously identified

with some form of commercial endeavor.

On leaving the farm he formed a partner-

ship with hrs older brothers, J. H. and T. P.

Baumgardner, and opened a store at Wooster
in 1854 for the sale of drugs, stationery, mu-
sical instruments, etc. This firm of J. H.
Baumgardner & Company was unusually suc-

cessful and three years later they erected a

building of their own called the Arcadome
Building, on the top floor of which was a

public hall, the first of its kind in Wooster.
After occupying the new building the firm

began the publication of a newspaper chiefly

as a medium for advertising, and Leander S.

and his brother J. H. had its editorial

management.
In 186.5, having sold his mercantile inter-

ests in Wooster. Tslv. Baumgardner moved to

a farm he had bought at Cuyahoga Falls in

Summit County. A year of experience in

rural life satisfied him that he was not

adapted to farming, and in 1866 he came to

Toledo.

In that year he established the house of
L. S. Baumgardner & Company, wholesale
dry goods, notions, men's furnishings, etc.

That firm is still in existence, and one of the
largest wholesale establishments in Northwest
Ohio.

Throughout his long and useful life, wher-
ever he lived, Mr. Baumgardner was deeply
interested in every movement for the ad-
vancement of the community. WTiile at

Wooster he was one of the organizers of the
Wooster Library Association. This in time
became a splendid and useful institution. He
was also one of the leaders in the establish-

ment of the Tri-State Fair Association, was
its first president, and though the association

began without woi'king capital Mr. Baum-
gardner displayed such executive ability in

its management that during the seven yeare
he was president the receipts of the associa-

tion amounted to over $260,000 and perma-
nent improvements were accumulated valued
at at least $60,000, without ajiy incumbrance.
An early Toledo institution with whose or-

ganization he was actively identified was The
Merchants and IManufacturers Exchange,
which in its time pei-formed the functions of
such later organizations as the board of trade
in promoting the commercial and industrial

pro.sperity of the city. Mi'. Baumgardnet
was at one time president of The Continental
Bank and Trust Company, was a director of

The Northeni National Bank, was president
of The Freemont Furniture Company, and
owned a large amount of Toledo real estate.

Much of his real estate comprised residence
property, but he also built and still owned at

the time of his death the Collingwood Hall.

By the terms of his will the Hall remains the
property of Mrs. Baumgardner until her
death, and then passes to the Old Ladies'
Home of Toledo.

Despite his active associations with com-
mercial affairs he was not without consider-
able interest in and influence in republican
polities. In 1879 he was his party's candi-
date for mayor of Toledo. The entire repub-
lican ticket was defeated that year. Mr.
Baumgardner received a large number of
democratic votes and at the same time lost

many supporters in his own party because of
his open and courageous opposition to the

saloon or liquor element in the city. In 1880
he was considered as a candidate for Con-
gress, but the choice of the convention fell
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upon Hou. James M. Ritchie, wliom Mr.
Baumgardner actively supported iu tlie fol-

lowing campaign.
His public spirit and business ability were

splendidly exemplified in connection with

Ihe Citizens Electric Light Company. When
that concern became sei-iously involved iinan-

cially, he was called as president to reorgan-

ize its atfairs. As a result of his tact and
energy he elfected a consolidation of the

United States, the Brush and the Thompson-
Houston companies with a capital stock of

!j)150,000. As president of the new company
he soon had it on a paying basis and at the

same time gave the people better facilities for

lighting than thej' had ever enjoyed before.

On March 11, "l909, the directors of The
Northern National Bank adopted memorial
resolutions which paid a just and generous
tribute to Mr. Baumgardner 's talents and
energy as a business man and citizen, and
these resolutions are to be found in the per-

manent minutes of the meeting and as part
of the permanent records of the bank. Mr.
Baumgardner "s ' remains were brought to

Toledo for burial. On the day of his funeral

the late David S. Robinson, Jr. (elsewhere

referred to), spoke in memoriam of his de-

parted friend as follows: "It pained me
greatly to learn of the death of my old friend,

Leander S. Baumgardner. We were children,

boys and men together, both having been
born in Wayne County, Ohio, and there is no
person living whom I have known so long and
so intimately as him. I do not remember ever

having known any person who was so uni-

formly the same, whether in his social or

business life ; he had excesses, no extremes, he
was of unusual equipoise. In all his business

life he was fair and honorable, and I believe

would have preferred to suffer loss himself
than make an error whereby anyone should

lose through him in any transaction. He has

always the interests of the City of Toledo at

heart and manifested it in every way when
opportunity presented itself; and if oppor-

tunity did not offer, he would create the op-

portunitj\ He was always active in public

enterprises and a leader among leaders. It

cannot be otherwise than that he will be

greatly missed, not only by his family and
his immediate friends, but also by all who
knew him in his business and every-day life.

He has left too many monuments among us

of his perseverance, beneficence and industry-,

to city, church and state, to summarize them
and they cannot be forgotten. As we stand

today in the presence of his taking off and in

the passing cortege, the whole city acclaims

with one accord: 'Thou hast gone from
among us for ever! And 1 can say, Go
sainted friend, farewell, hail and farewell.'

"

On April 25, 1858, Mr. Baumgardner mar-
ried iliss Matilda E. Miller, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. David Miller of Akron, Ohio. Mrs.
Baumgardner, who is still living, walked
lifes highways with her husband for more
than fifty years.

Rev. Alfred Edward Manning has for

twenty-three yeai's been pastor of St. Rose's
Catholic Church at Lima. Here he has labored
with the coJisecrated zeal and devotion that has
characterized him during his entire career

in his high calling. He has done much to

twenty-three years been pastor of St. Rose's
further the spiritual and temporal prosper-
ity of his present parish, and, in an unassum-
ing and modest way, he goes about doing good
and laboring for the uplifting of his fellow

man.
Beginning with 1830 the Catholic people

of Allen County were visited occasionally by
a missionary priest and there is a record con-

cerning the first celebration of mass in Lima
at a private residence in 1846. Many Catho-
lic people came to that city during the build-

ing of the Pittsburg, Fort Wayne & Chicago
Railway, and from 1850 to 1855 Lima was
attended by priests from Westminster and
Tiffin. In 1858 a brick church was constructed
on North West Street, and was given the

name of St. Rose in honor of America's first

canonized saint. This church was constructed

by contributions from Catholics and Protes-

tants alike, and two of the first members who
were especially generous in their work for

the establishment of the church were Nicho-
las Gunkel and John Goebel. The first resi-

dent pastor at St. Rose's was Rev. Edward
J. Murpliy, appointed October 19, 1861. He
remained until 1869. and his successors in the

parish have been : Rev. James 'Reilly, who
selected the present site of the St. Rose
Church ; Rev. A. R. Sidley, who sang the first

mass in the new church on New Year's Day,
in 1872; Rev. Francis J. Henry, who took
charge in 1876; Rev. James O'Leary, who
came in 1886; and Rev. Alfred E. Manning,
who came to his work as pastor of St. Rose's
parish. November 1, 1893.

During the administration of Father Sidley
a handsome church was constructed at a cost

of $30,000, and improvements were also made
in the parish .school. The church debt was
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cleared off during the administration of

Father Henry, in 1882. He also built the

Sisters' residence. Other improvements were
added to the church in 1887 by Father
O'Leary, and in 1888 a new schoolhouse was
erected. As a result of the great develop-

ment at Lima after the discovery of oil St.

Rose's parish came to include a very popu-
lous Catholic community. As a result, in

1891, about $12,000 was spent in enlarging
and improving St. Rose's, and in the follow-

ing year more than $3,000 was expended in

installing a fine pipe organ.

Rev. Alfred Edward Manning was bom
September 1, 1856, in St. Patrick's parish

at Cleveland, Ohio, a son of Thomas and Jane
E. (Murray) Manning. His father left Ire-

land at the age of fourteen and entered the

great machine shops at Glasgow, Scotland,

where he was trained to be a skilled engineer,

and subsequently was the engineer who
handled the engines of one of the first steam-
ers that crossed the Atlantic Ocean. On com-
ing to America he lived for a time at Bos-
ton, later at Cleveland, and was a well-known
manufacturer in that city.

One of a family of thirteen children. Father
Manning was educated in the parochial
schools, of St. John's Cathedral at Cleveland
and in St. Mary's Seminary of the "West at

Cincinnati. He entered the seminary of Our
Lady of Angels at Niagara Falls in Septem-
ber, 1874, and on finishing the classical course
entered, in September, 1876, St. Mary's Semi-
nary at Cleveland. He was ordained a priest

at Cleveland by Rt. Rev. R. Gilmour on July
2, 1881. Five days later he was appointed
pastor of St. Marj-'s Church at Antwerp,
Ohio, a pastorate that included attendance
at a number of missions. In 1883 he went
to St. Mary's at Clyde, leaving behind him
a record of splendid constructive accomplish-
ment as a pastor. This work was continued
at Clyde, where in two or three years he had
paid off a heavy debt, and in 1886 the corner-
stone was laid for the church of Our Lady
of Mount Carmel in Clyde. In February,
1890, after having completed the construc-
tion of the new church at Clyde, he was
called to be pastor of St. Ann at Fremont.

Father Manning said his first mass in the
church of St. Rose at Lima, November 19,

1893. Here he found a large and prosperous
congregation, and applied himself with all

characteristic energ>^ to further improvement,
and in many beneficent ways has extended
the power and influence of this old Catholic

community at Lima. During his first five

years he served the entire Catholic popula-
tion of Lima, but the parish was divided in

1910, resulting in the establishment' of St.

John's Catholic Church and in 1916 the north
end was formed into St. Gerard's parish by
the Redeniptorist Fathers. St. Rose's has
a high school to which was built an addition
in 1916, at a cost of about $50,000.

Rev. Robert L. Harris. Unless a man were
moved by the power and spirit of true Christi-

anity he would never be able to accomplish so

much in behalf of his church and humanity
as Rev. Robert L. Harris has done in his career
as clergyman of the Protestant Episcopal
Church. He is a great constructive worker
for righteousness, and nowhere has that -Work

been more manifest than during his rector-

ship of St. Mark's Church in Toledo.

Some of the zeal and other good qualities

of his character have doubtless come from his

worthy ancestry. His Harris ancestors came
originally from England and were colonial

settlers in New England. Members of the

family fought for American freedom during
the War of the Revolution. With the spirit

of the pioneer strong in them one branch of

the family later moved to Canada, settling

near Toronto, which was then a wilderness.

Some of this branch of the family live in To-
ronto today, and the grandfather of Doctor
Harris founded the Massy-Harris Harvester
Company at Brantford, Canada.
Lansing Harris, a son of the founder and an

uncle of Rev. Robert L. Harris, was at the

head of this -large biisiness for many years,

which business has now passed into the hands
of a younger generation of the family.

On the maternal side Doctor Harris is de-

scended from the Shaw family, an old Colonial

family which early settled in New York, where
many still reside. In the Colonial period

several members of this family were killed in

the Cherry Valley Massacre. Three escaped
from the Indians by night on Indian ponies

while the guards were asleep.

Through his Colonial ancestry Doctor Har-
ris is related to General Herkimer, General
Putnam and Captain Shaw, notable figures in

Colonial and Revolutionary days. He is also

descended from a line of clerg\-men, as both

his grandfather and great-grandfather were
clergymen.
Reverend Mr. Harris is one of the charter

members of the Wyoming Chapter of the Sons
of the American Revolution. This chapter
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was organized while he was rector of St.

Mark's Episcopal Church at Cheyenne, Wyom-
ing. Like his ancestors, Mr. Harris is a great

lover of out door life. He has hunted big

game in the Rockies and on the western plains,

and spends part of every summer in the wilds

of Canada.
Robert L. Harris was born near Cleveland,

Ohio, February 12, 1874, a son of the late E. C.

and Susan (Shaw) Harris, both now deceased.

His father was actively engaged in the insur-

ance business for many years. Doctor Harris'

gifts for public life he inherited from his

mother, Susan Shaw Harris. She was a

woman of brilliant intellectual gifts and was
a pioneer in the suffrage movement, temper-
ance reform, and served on some of the first

boards of charities and correction for the

amelioration of the condition of prisoners ever

appointed in Ohio. Her rare literary ability

caused her to write extensively for the press,

and her charming personality and keen wit

made her sought for as a speaker on woman's
work. With all her gifts she was essentially a

home maker and first of all a mother.

In preparation for his chosen career Doctor
Harris was given a liberal education. He
graduated valedictorian of his high school and
afterwards attended 'Kenyon Military Acad-
emy of Gambler, Ohio, and continued his

higher studies in the Episcopal institution

founded by Bishop Chase, Kenyon College,

where he graduated with degree of Bachelor

of Arts in the class of 1896. Later Kenyon
College conferred upon him the degree of

Master of Arts, for his post graduate work in

psychology. Doctor Harris was a graduate of

Bexley Hall Theological Seminary of the class

of 1899.

In 1899 he was ordained in the college

chapel at Gambier by Bishop William A. Leon-

ard as a deacon, and later was ordained to the

priesthood in Trinity Episcopal Church, To-

ledo, in 1900, by Bishop Leonard. For several

months before graduation he was .sent, while

still a student, to take charge of Calvary Epis-

copal Church, Toledo. After his ordination he

came to Calvary Church as rector, and filled

that post two years. A few weeks after his

ordination to the priesthood he was called to

the rectorship of St. Paul's Episcopal Church,
Newport, Kentucky, the second largest church
of the Lexington Diocese. He remained there

2Vn years, where he built up a large institu-

tional work and founded St. Paul's Industrial

School for the poor children of the city.

For about li/o years he was Rector of Grace

Episcopal Church, Avondale, Cincinnati, a
very wealthy and aristocratic parish, where his

ability was immediately recognized and he
began a successful work that promised much
for the future.

It was on account of his wife 's ill health that

Doctor Harris resigned the rectorship of Grace
Church and went West. St. Mark 's Episcopal

Church at Cheyenne, Wyoming, soon after

welcomed him as its rector, and from 1906 to

1909 he had cHarge of St. Mark's, the largest

Episcopal Church in Wyoming. Among its

members were prominent federal and state of-

ficials, including Governor Brooks and Gover-

nor Carey, both of whom were active in the

parish and close friends of Dr. Harris.

Not only as the administrative and spiritual

head of his parish but as a leader in every

reform movement was Doctor Harris an im-

portant figure during his residence in Wyom-
ing. His life there meant much as a factor in

the moral uplift of the entire state. He led a

movement that resulted in new divorce and
temperance legislation, and he was elected

leader of the moral forces of the city to con-

duct a crusade against gambling, as a result of

which, the gambling houses of Cheyenne were

closed, and the leading gambler of the state as

a pledge of good faith and as an object lesson

to others burned five thousand dollars' worth

of gambling furniture and paraphernalia on

the public square. This gambler is today, it

should be noted, a prominent and respected

business man of Wyoming.
Doctor Harris has long been a trustee of his

alma mater, Kenyon College, having filled

such position as trustee from Kentucky and
southern Ohio, and in June, 1916, was again

elected by the alumni of Kenyon College.

Doctor Harris was one of the four deputies

elected in Ohio to the general convention of

the Episcopal Church held in St. Louis in

October, 1916. He was president of the

bishop's council of advice in the new diocese

of Wyoming, and while there was endorsed

for bishop oi^ Wyoming. Many personal let-

ters from the most prominent people of Wyom-
ing endorsing and urging his promotion to

that high .station in the church, were sent to

the house of bishops. More recently he was
nominated for bishop coadjutor of Ohio, but

withdrew his name and nominated another

»

man for that office.

From Cheyenne, Wyoming, Doctor Harris

came to St. Mai-k's Episcopal Church, Toledo,

and took charge as rector February 21, 1909.

While St. Mark's Church is now one of the
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most prosperous parishes of Toledo, that con-

dition is due to the businesslike administra-
tion of Doctor Harris more than to any other

individual. Seven years ago St. Mark's Epis-

copal Church was virtually bankrupt. The
congregation had pa.ssed through five years of

constant struggle against a heavy burden of

debt. That struggle continued for some time,

but in 1912, after a decisive campaign lasting

sixty days there came a triumph and victory

such as no member of the cliurch will ever

forget. On Easter Day of that year the con-

gregation placed on tlie altar of God $41,300,

and by that act lifted the load of debt that had
so long threatened the prosperity and effect-

iveness, if not the very life, of the parish.

The story of this campaign is an inspiring

one. When the church was built in 1904 a
number of short time notes were issued to the

architect and builder aggregating over $36,-

000. Interest had been paid regularly to the

aggregate of nearly $20,000, but nothing had
ever been done to reduce the principal, and it

was under the burden of the principal that

the members of the church were staggering.

]\Iany had become discouraged, and at the be-

ginning of 1912 it was apparent that difficulty

would be found in raising the interest on the

debt in addition to the heavy operating ex-

penses of the parish. It was at this gloomy
time that a meeting of the vestry was called.

Doctor Harris in opening that meeting said:

"Gentlemen, we are face to face with a crisis.

If we cannot longer pay the interest it is time

to pay the principal.
'

' Those words contained

a simple solution of the problem. The people

had been discouraged as a result of paying
year after year money in interest, without any
promise of relief from the principal. But they

were inspired by the idea of actually clearing

away the debt, and were quite willing to make
sacrifices to that end. The rector's earnestness

moved the vestry to new hopes and enthusi-

asm. The parish was divided into seven dis-

tricts, and two vestrymen assigned to each dis-

trict.

A house to house visitation was inaugurated,

the plan of campaign covering .sixty days. All

pledges were to be in ca.sh. Forthwith the

rector began a series of powerful sermons call-

ing for the people to work and to pray and to

.sacrifice for the sake of God's Temple. The
keynote was struck in the words of Nehemiah—"We biiilt the wall, for the people had a

mind to work." "Let the people have a mind
to work and a mind to pray. "' Every member
was pledged to work and pray every day for

the success of the undertaking. As the cam-
paign progressed the enthusiasm of the rector
and vestrymen spread throughout the parish.

The sum of $36,000 had to be pledged and paid
within sixty days. Every man, woman and
child was to have a part. One nine-year-old
boy brought the rector three pennies to help
pay the $36,000 debt, and by Palm Sunday
he brought $5.50, every cent of which he
had earned by shoveling snow and running
errands. Two little girls brought in over .$40

as a result of making and selling candy.
Wives of prominent men went out as sewing
women, working by the day. Others sacrificed

new hats and gowns that they might giVe to

God's church, while others sold their jewels.

Men borrowed money at the bank on their

notes that they might pay in cash. The spirit

of the days of the ancient crusades had seized

the people of St. Mark's Church. The chil-

dren of the Sunday School pledged $500 and
paid over $600. Two ladies' guilds gave $2,-

500. The volunteer choir contributed over
$250. Friends rose up on every side and asked
to help raise the fund. Donations from three

cents to $5,000 were received. Over .500 sub-
.scribers were pledged, and on Easter, 1912,
every single subscription was paid in full, and
scores of them were increased.

On Easter Day the result of this wonderful
campaign was known throughout the City of

Toledo. The church was crowded to the doors.

After the sermon by the rector expressing

joy and gratitude of all to God for this great

achievement, the fifteen wardens and vestry-

men marched slowly up the middle aisle bear-

ing the result of the prayers, the self sacri-

fices and the labors of the people of St. Mark's
parish and their generous friends. The rector

presented the offering of $41,300 amid absolute

silence. Tears of gratitude and joy fell

silently on every side. Then there rang out

like one mighty shout of triumph the Doxol-

ogy, the notes of which .shook the great build-

ing as they ascended from the lips of the

throng of happy worshipers. It was a memor-
able service, the culmination of a great under-
taking, and as a result St. Mark's Church
stands today on the financial rock of pros-

perity.

Doctor Harris is widely known as a preacher
and public speaker. He was special lecturer

at the University of Wyoming, and the Ma-
sonic bodies have published a number of his

^Masonic addresses which have had wide cir-

culation. He has labored to build up the Dio-

cese of Ohio and was recently elected the cleri-
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cal membei- of the Cathedral Chapter of the

Diocese of Ohio.

Doctor Harris is a firm believer in the value
of fraternalism and has been especially active

in Masonry. He is a thirty-second degree
Scottish Rite Mason, also a Knights Templar,
and Shriner. He is affiliated with Sanford L.

College Lodge No. 396 Free and Accepted Ma-
sons at Toledo, Toledo Commandery Knights
Templar, Toledo Council No. 33 Royal and
Select Masters. Toledo Chapter No. 161

Royal Arch Masons, the Valley of Wyoming
Consistory at Cheyenne, and Korein Temple
of the Shrine at Rawlings, Wyoming, on the

western side of the Rocky Mountains. While
in Cheyenne he was elected chaplain and life

member of Lodge No. 606 of the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks. Doctor Harris
is a member of the Delta Tau Delta college

fraternity. He has served on the Arch Chap-
ter and has twice been president of the North-
ern Division.

On August 25, 1897,' Mr. Harris married
Miss Katheryn Brandon of Chicago, who at

the time of her marriage was professor of

music at Albion College, Albion, ^Michigan.

Her beautiful voice and charming personality

made her a favorite soloist on Chautauqua
programs, but she was happy to rplincfuish her
professional career and musical ambitions for

her home and the church. She died in Chey-
enne, Wyoming, August 12, 1908, being siir-

vived by two children : Katheryn Brandon
and Robert Brandon. The daughter was born
in Toledo and the son in Newport. Kentucky,
and both are living with their father. In To-

ledo, on' January 2, 1911, Doctor Harris mar-
ried Mrs. Annie Reynolds Macomber. Her
father, C. L. Reynolds, is a prominent banker
of Toledo, and reference to his career is found
on other pages. Her son, Charles Reynolds
Macomber, was born in Toledo and makes his

home with Mr. and Mrs. Harris. His father

was the late brilliant young reformer and serv-

ice director, Franklin S. Macomber, to whom
Toledo owes much.

Mrs. Harris is very prominent socially in

Toledo, and has done much since her mar-
riage to hold up the hands of her husband in

his work in St. Mark's parish. Mr. and Mrs.
Harris have a daughter Rosalind Susanne,
who was born in Toledo. The family reside at

2268 Parkwood Avenue.

Forrest L. Gunn has spent many years of

successful work as a farmer in Liicas County.
He is now living partially retired from agri-

cultural activities, his home being in Mon-
clova Township, a mile north and Vvvo miles

west of Monclova Village.

His is one of the very oldest families in

Northwestern Ohio. His great-grandfather
Martin Gunn arrived in the Maumee Valley
as early as 1818. There was still an earlier

settler of the family. This was Elijah Gunn,
cousin of Martin Gunn. Elijah came to the
vicinity of the present town of Waterville in

1815, about the close of the War of 1812, and
was the first white man to make a permanent
abode in that locality. Some years later he
sold his claim and left the country and settled

on Maumee River about forty miles farther
up the river. Martin Gunn came from
Buffalo to the Maumee River on the famous
pioneer steamer, "W^alk on the Water," the
first steamboat on the Great Lakes. This boat,

which has received a great deal of attention
in historical works, was a very small vessel

and very crude in its operation and appoint-
ments.

Martin Gunu's son Willard G. Gunn was
the grandfather of Forrest. Forrest is the
son of Alfred Gunn, who was about a year or
so old when the family came to this section.

Alfred was born in ^Montague, Massachusetts,
and grew up on Maumee River. He married
Emeline Shaw, who was born in Prescott,

Massachusetts, and was brought by her rela-

tives to Watei-ville. Alfred and his wife lived

for many years at Waterville. An engineer
by profession, he was employed in that ca-

pacity during the construction of the Maumee
canal. He also conducted a sawmill just
below Waterville on the race that came out
of the river there. He sawed the lumber
which entered into the construction of the first

Methodist church in Waterville. About 1840
Alfred Gunn moved to Fulton County, Ohio,
locating south of Delta. His death occurrecl

in 1880. He and his wife were the parents of

two children, Eugene, born in 1844 and died
in Topeka, Kansas, in i;il4, and Forrest, who
spent nineteen years in Missouri.

Forrest Gunn was liorn August 20, 1850,
and in Fulton County was married in 1872
to Ellen Elton, daugliter of John Elton, who
became a Fulton County resident in 1864.

In 1873. the year following his marriage,
Mr. Gunn moved to ilis.souri, locating in An-
drew County, northwest of St. Joseph. That
was his home for twelve years, and he spent
the next seven years in the Ozark country in
the southern part of Missouri. Returning
to Northwest Ohio, he bought his present farm
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in Lucas County and has since been actively

engaged in the cultivation of his valuable

acres.

Mr. and Mrs. Gunn have the following chil-

dren : Lavesta, who married Orel Wilcox, a
farmer in Michigan; Royl, who was married
in Denver, Colorado, and is now living in

Arizona ; Ethel, wife of Jesse Trapp, a farmer
at Whitehouse in Lucas County ; Annie, who
lives in Columbus ; Mattie, wife of Cha Coder,
a farmer at Whitehouse, Lucas County ; Jesse,

living in Kansas; Benjamin, who is employed
as a pipe fitter by the Clover Leaf railway;
Floyd, who is employed on the Great Lakes;
and Gladys, still at home.

Politically Mr. Gunn is a republican. He
has made himself a public spirited factor in

local att'airs and has served on the township
board ami the school board. His church is

the Free Methodist.

Clark Leonard Parker, a native of Han-
cock County, came off a farm several years

ago and began learning the dairy business,

as an employe of the Findlay Dairy Com-
pany. That was in 1909. He put in a year of

hard woi'k chiefly for the purpose of mas-
tering every detail of the business.

He and his brother, L. 0. Parker, then

leased the plant from its owner, H. R. Port-

man, of Cleveland. They had the business

under lease for two years and were success-

ful with its management from the start. They
then bought from Mr. Portman, and in 1916
L. 0. Parker sold his intere.st to others and
the firm was then incorporated as The Find-
lay Dairy Company. Clark L. Parker owns
fifty-one per cent of the stock and is secre-

tary and manager. It is the largest dairy
company in Hancock County and every year
has witnessed a large net increase in the

business. At the present writing the com-
pany plans to move from its present loca-

tion on North Main Street to larger quarters.

The company is incorporated with a capital

stock of .$30i000.
Clark Leonard Parker was born on a farm

in Marion Township of Hancock County in

1886, son of H. L. and Sarah J. (Graham)
Parker. He grew up in the country environ-

ment, attended the country schools, and also

*ook four years of work in the Findlay High
School, though he did not graduate. He pur-
sued the Latin and English and also the busi-

ness courses. After leaving school he farmed
for several years, but he had the talent and
the energy for a business career, and has

made his success in the line already indicated.

He has the reputation in Findlay of being
one of the most enterprising young business
men in the city. He owns considerable real

estate.- He and his family are members of
the Howard Methodist Episcopal Church, and
in politics he is independent. In 1907 he
married Miss Florence Bigley, daughter of

J. R. Bigley of Findlay. They are the par-
ents of four children : Alton, aged eight

years ; Lucile, six years old ; HoUis, aged four

;

and Lloyd, who was born in 1916.

Bernard Groenewold, public spirited citi-

zen and successful business man, has lived all

of his life in Toledo.

The son of John and Louis (Tingling)
Groenewold, who came to Toledo in the early

'60s, he was born here June 30, 1876. Mr.
Groenewold attended the Toledo Public
Schools, and, later, learned the trade of

plumber, following the footsteps of his father

in this regard.

In 1898 Groenewold enlisted as a private

in a Toledo regiment for the Spanish-Ameri-
can war. W^hen he saw that there was to be

no fighting for his regiment, he withdrew,
returned to Toledo and engaged in the plumb-
ing contract business. The firm name is

The Groenewold & Lang. Company, Mr.
Groenewold being the president, with a record

of .seventeen consecutive years in business.

The firm has handled some of the largest

plumbing contracts ever let in Toledo and the

surrounding country, much of his work in

many of the buildings of the Willys-Overland
plant showing the careful planning an'd super-

vision of the firm.

Because of the growth in the business the

firm has recently removed to its own plant,

300 South St. Clair Street, where there is

the opportunity for development that the

business required.

Mr. Groenewold is president of the City

Real Estate Company, and is secretary-treas-

urer of the Birwall Realty Company.
Mr. Groenewold was married, June 27,

1901, to Miss Emma Hoffman of Toledo, and

thev reside, with their son, Edward Bernard,

born May 31, 1903, at 527 Winthrop Street.

Bernard Groenewold has twice served the

city of Toledo in a public way. He was

elected and served as coimcilman at large in

1903, and in a much wider sphere made his

presence felt when appointed Director of

Public Safety by Mayor Carl S. Keller on
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December 30, 1914. He served during the

remainder of Mayor Keller's term.

In this time, however, Safety Director

Groeuewold placed the police and tire depart-

ments of the city upon a plane that had never
been approached previously. There were over

400 men in these departments when Groeue-
wold took hold. Internal dissension, petty

jealousies and bickerings had marked some
of their activities. Safety Director Groeue-
wold stopped that. He let it be known that

neither politics nor religion had anytlMng to

do with the making of a good policeman or a

good fireman. Efficiency was all that was
necessary to insure the place of either police-

man or fireman upon the payroll. The organ-
ized and individual efficiency was so marked
and so noticeable that the public press was
moved to comment upon the good work per-

formed.
Safety Director Groenewold did much to

better the service outside of the work he did
in the personnel of the department. His busi-

ness training stood him in good stead in such
larger activities as the contracts for motor-
izing the Toledo Fire Department. It was his

business acumen that resulted in the saving
to the city of $10,000 on one motorization
contract.

His social and fraternal connections include

membership in the Toledo Lodge of Elks,

Tondota Lodge F. & A. M., Fort Lawrence
Chapter, R. A. M.; St. Omar Commandery,
Knights Templars; Knights of Pj'thias. The
Toledo Club, Old Sod Club, Maumee River
Yacht Club, Toledo Yacht Club, Svlvania
Golf Club, the Overland Club, the Toledo
Automobile Club, the Two Hundred Club, the

Folger Club and the Spanish-American War
Veterans.

Charles William Shoemaker, now re-

tired, represents that fine and substantial

stock of people who settled Waterville in the

pioneer times of Lucas County. He has made
his own life count for good in all its rela-

tions, and has been a farmer, school teacher,

land surveyor and civil engineer and a prac-

tical business man and is now, in his seventy-

second year, enjoying the fruits of his earlier

years of industry.

He was bom in the Township of Waterville,

Lucas County, Ohio, August 3, 1845. His
parents, Thomas and Catherine (Van Fleet)

Shoemaker, were married February 21, 1833.

Thomas Shoemaker, who was bom at Muncie,
Lycoming County, Pennsylvania, July 29,

1802, arrived in Lucas County in the spring
of 1829 ; settling in Waterville he became
one of the earlier pioneers of that neighbor-
hood. He assisted Ambrose Rice in making
the Government land surveys in Providence
Township and probably also in Oregon and
Jerusalem Townships in Lucas County. We
find his name among those who at various
times served the community as township
trustee, member of the board of education,

roacl supervisor and various other positions of

trust. He purchased state canal land, soon
after his marriage, about a mile west of

Waterville, where he built a log cabin in the

woods and there he and his wife raised a
family, cleared up a fai-m and lived until the
spring of 1869. He then rented the farm to

William E.sworthy and spent his last years
in peaceful and comfortable surroundings in

the Village of Waterville.

His wife 's father, John Van Fleet, who was
of Holland descent and was best known as

Esquire Van Fleet, and his wife, Mary (Hen-
derson) Van Fleet, were among the earlier

settlers in the Waterville community. They
also came from Muncie, Penn.sylvania, and
in the same party with which Thomas Shoe-
maker came; they came in covered wagons,
drawn by horses and were three weeks on the

way. The Van Fleets stopped at Pei-rysburg,

Ohio, but in the fall of the same year they
moved onto a farm about a mile north of the

Village of Waterville. Thomas Shoemaker
died April 28, 1873, in the seventy-first year
of his age, survived by his wife until De-
cember 21, 1903, when she was past eighty-

eight years of age.

Their children were: Isabelle, who died in

1838 when nearly four years of age ; James,
who died in 1896 in his sixtieth year ; Francis
Marion, who died at his home in Waterloo,

Iowa, in 1906, when nearly sixty-seven years
old ; William, who died in 1844 in his second
year; Charles W., and John Van Fleet, who
died in March, 1905, in his fifty-sixth year.

Of these six children, James and Francis M.
served as volunteers in the Union army in the

War of the Rebellion from 1861 to 1865;
their military record will be found elsewhere
in this work.

Charles W. Shoemaker was reared in a

good home, under infiuences that made for a

sturdy and honorable manhood. He worked
for his father on the farm until the spring of

1869, when he moved with his parents to a
home in the Village of Waterville. In the

meantime he had received an education in the
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Waterville and Maumee high schools. After
leaving the farm he taught the Waterville

High School for three years, and then took

up the profession of land surveying and civil

engineering which he has followed more or

less to the present time. In 1877 he was
elected to fill the position of County Surveyor
of Lucas County. At the same time his efforts

have been directed toward farming, and hie

now owns the old homestead farm in the

present corporate limits of the Village of

Waterville, but occupies a fine residence in

that town.
In September, 1871, he married Susan

Huether. Mrs. Shoemaker was born in Nuen-
schweiler. Canton Zweibrueken, Kingdom of

Bavaria, Germany. She came to America
with her parents, who settled in Grand
Rapids, Ohio, when but six years of age, it

taking them twenty-one days to cross the

ocean. When about ten years of age she went
to Waterville, where she had a home in the

family of L. L. ]\Iorehouse and received an
education in the Waterville High School. Mr.
and Mrs. Shoemaker have two children

:

Jennie C, wife of James L. Cook, treasurer

of the Ohio Oil Company at Findlay, Ohio;
and Alice L., who lives at home.

Politically Mr. Shoemaker is an independ-
ent republican. He was reared in that polit-

ical faith, and as a boy, in the stirring days
before the Civil war, he was found an enthu-

siastic member of processions, rallies, and
other gatherings that marked the political life

of that period. He was frequently among
those who carried lights for the music with
the "Wide-Awakes" organizations at the be-

ginning of the republican party. In his more
mature years he has filled various local ofifices

in addition to that of county surveyor. He
has been mayor and member of the council of

his home town and also has served 0!i the

school board.

His wife and daughter Alice are members
of the Methodist Church. Fraternally he has

been active in the Masonic Lodge at Water-
ville. He is a past master of that lodge and
for ten years was its secretary.

He has always been interested in the preser-

vation of local historical memorials and asso-

ciations. He was one of the incorporators of

the ]\Iaumee Valley Pioneer and Historical

Association and has been a director of that

association since its organization. He was
one of the three commissioners appointed by
the governor of Ohio to erect the Fort Meigs
memorial on Fort ]\Ieigs in Wood County,

Ohio, and he is now a member of the Fort
Meigs Commission charged with the mainte-
nance and care of this monument and the

grounds on which it stands.

Gus Levy, manager of the Findlay branch
of the G. R. Hopkins Company of Toledo,

was apparently a born salesman. He had a

better grasp of the fundamentals of selling

goods when he was a boy and a stranger in

a strange land than many men ever attain

after* the rigorous training of long experi-

ence. He is a master mind in his particu-

lar line, and for twenty years has been known
to the people of Findlay as the manager of

one of the most complete establishments of

its kind in that city. The Hopkins Com-
pany, through Mr. Levy, has built up a splen-

did establishment, dealing in a varied a.ssort-

ment of men's and women's suitings.

A son of B. S. and Sarah (Herz) Levy.
Gus Levy was born in Hamburg, Germany,
in 1860. He grew up in that great free city

and port of Germany, attended the public

schools, and came alone to America at the

age of sixteen. He made his start as an
American citizen by selling goods in New
York City from door to door. He peddled
clothes wringers, clocks and other articles of

merchandise. He sold goods where others

less determined would have failed miserably,

and he not only made money but saved it.

After that he transferred his activities to the

]\Iiddle West, and sold goods in various local-

ities for seven years.

Going" to Toledo, Mr. Levy engaged in the

jewelry business, and continued in that line

until 1893. Mr. Levy has always felt a de-

gree of satisfaction in forming a connection
with the G. R. Hopkins Company, but doubt-

less the heads of that company have felt even

more satisfaction in their acquisition of his

ability and experience. He started out as

salesman and traveling manager for the com-
pany, and for them established several branch
stores. In 1896 he opened the Findlay branch
and was made local manager. In that capac-

ity he has conducted the store ever since,

and it has long since become recognized as

the center of reliable merchandise for all

Hancock County. Mr. Levy has added hard
work and progressive-mindedness to his tal-

ents as a business getter, and his present

enviable position is by no means a matter of

chance. Politically he is a democrat, and is

affiliated with the Tril)e of Ben Hur.
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Adam "W. Bick. Long established as one
of the leading fai-mers of Richtield Township,
with his home on the Central Avenue road,

Adam W. Bick is also widely known for his

participation in public aft'airs and is now
serving as one of the county commissioners
of Lucas County.
He was born in Richfield Township May

22, 1857, a son of Jacob and Anna Mary
(Bettinger) Bick. His father was a native

of Prussia, Germany, and after coming to

this county located in 1855 in Richfield Town-
ship. He was a sturdy farmer and died in

that locality September 18, 1886. His wife,

Anna M. Bettinger, was bom in Bavaria,

Germany, daughter of John Bettinger, who
came to this country in 1849, living for a time
in Seneca County, Ohio, and afterwards mov-
ing to Lucas County, where he died. Mrs.

Jacob Bick died November 24, 1915, when
past eighty-three years of age. Their chil-

dren were : John, who lives in Kansas ; Adam
W. : Jacob N., who married Margaret Langen-
derfer; IMary S., widow of James Hogau;
Elizabeth A., living at Lansing, Michigan;
Barbara A., a resident of Toledo.

Adam W. Bick is married and has a family
of seven children : Joseph L., who lives in

Toledo; Frank J., a resident of Richfield

Center, and by his marriage to Florence
Cloutchure has two children. Merlin L. and
Elizabeth M. Nora L. married Don Tonson
of Richfield township, and their four children

are Ramona, William, Norbit and Hai-vey;

William W. is a resident of .Richfield Center:
Harvey E. lives in Toledo ; Arthur P. is con-

nected with the Goodrich Tire Company at

Akron; Beatrice A. at home.
Mr. Bick is a democrat in politics. He

served on the local school board eleven years,

has been treasurer of Richfield township, and
is now filling the office of county commis-
sioner with great credit to himself and to

those who supported him in his election. Mr.
Bick is a member of the Catholic Church.

Harry W. Cummings, a son of that old and
honored business man of Toledo, Robert Cum-
mings, referred to on other pages of this

publication, was a capable business man of

Toledo and until his death was engaged in

handling municipal bonds and other invest-

ment securities. The history of the family

has been told elsewhere, but it seems fitting

that a fine tribute paid to Harry Cumminffs
by his friend, W. B. Geroe, should be pub-
lished here. The tribute is as follows

:

'

' 1875-1916—only a span of forty-one years.

yet filled full of action, of business life and of

kind deeds.

"Asa man of afi'airs he stood in the front
ranks of the young business men of Toledo.
He was successful. He was clean in his deal-

ings. His word was a bond to be paid in full.

"Harry Cummings was an outdoor man.
He loved the fields, the wide expanse of marsh-
lands. He loved the mountain streams and
the quiet shadows of the forests. His great-

est joy was the woodman's camp, the fisher-

man's cabin and the hunter's lodge. He was
a man among the multitudes of men—as a
companion there was none better, as a friend
he was pure gold. Everyone who knew him
was a friend—he made no enemies. Gtentle

of speech, generous, kindly of manner, he
was beloved by all classes.

"While the shadows were just beginning to

fall toward the east, the crowning age of man,
while life held every charm, while the sun
shone and the langorous September days
shortened, he grew wearj-—and lay down his

burden beside the long white trail.

"In the death of Harry Cummings Toledo
loses a good citizen, his host of friends a most
charming companion, and those most dear to

him a beloved brother. Upon his tomb I laj'

this green wreath of love and respect."

George Scheets is a veteran business man
and one of the pioneer residents of the east

side at Toledo, where he located in 1865, soon
after returning from the war in which he
served gallantly and faithfully nearly four
years.

The east side was a village when he located

there, and he has since seen it grow and pros-

per until now it would be a city with a popu-
lation of more than forty thousand and almost

a metropolis in itself. Out of his personal

recollections and his experience Mr. Scheets
could write almost a detailed history of his

section of Toledo.

Some of the physical conditions of the east

side as he describes them in 1865 serve as a
basis from which to compute the remarkable
progress in that section during the past half

century. The population in that year was
about five hundred. Mr. Scheets says that the

only bridge across the river was the Lake
Shore railroad bridge, though the Cherry
Street toll bridge was then under construc-

tion. The main thoroughfares were Oak,
Woodville and the River Road, while Main
Street, Starr Avenue and East Broadway had
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not yet been opened. There was an utter

absence of any of those improvements which

are now considered fundamental even in Ohio

villages. There were no sewers, no sidewalks,

no street liglits, and in the absence of any

established grades the entire area of the east

side was made up of hills and hollows, and
naturally enough under these conditions there

was an utter absence of observance of sanitary

laws, and in fact no such laws were in exist-

ence at the time.

If the physical conditions were bad, there

was no lack of sterling citizenship, and some

of the men whom Mr. Scheets recalls as his

neighbors and fellow citizens at the time had

in them and subsequently exhibited that pro-

gressiveuess and energy which are more im-

portant in a civic community than material

advantages. Some of these old time east

siders mentioned by Mr. Scheets as his neigh-

bors fifty years ago were James Raymer,

Alonzo Rogers, Joseph Garner, Dan and Still-

man Brown, Captain Sylvester Brown, Wil-

liam Mack, Dr. Squire, Dr. Wilson, John B.

Russell, S. Plumey, Louis A. Metzger, William

T. Ryan, the Howlands and others who were

as good citizens as ever blessed any new and
struggling community. All of them were un-

tiring in their zeal for the common good and

in a large and important respect the east

side is a monument to their efforts.

One of the worst calamities that befell

Northwest Ohio was the terrible cholera

scourge of 1854. One of the victims of this

dread disease was George Scheets Sr., who
died June 19, 1854. That event and tragedy

in the Scheets family had a very important

bearing upon the subsequent fortunes and

career of George Scheets Jr., who as a result

of his father's death had to leave school and

at the early age of thirteen became a wage
earner and contribute something to the sup-

port of his family.

The Scheets family had arrived in America

only about two years prior to this cholera

epidemic. George Scheets Jr. was born No-

vember 19, 1842, at the Village of Kirchehren-

bach near Forchheim in Bavaria. His father,

George Scheets, had married Barbara Scheets.

and though of the same name thev were not

blood relatives. On April 21, 1852, they left

the old country and crossed the Atlantic on

the American brig Onward, arriving in New
York City after a voyage of thirty-nine days.

Soon afterward they established their home
on a small farm in Middleton Township of

Wood County, three miles south of Perrys-

burg. They were living there when the father
died.

After coming to this eoiuitry George
Scheets had the advantages of the public
schools at Perrysburg for two years, but left

school with his education unfinished in order
to bear his part in maintaining the house-

hold. His first employment was in the book-
store of John Powers at Perrysburg. Later
he worked in the drygoods store of Powers &
Blinn, and for Major Hall and W. J. Hitch-
cock.

From the routine business of handling dry-

goods and satisfying the desires of the patrons
of a country store, George Scheets was called

into the sterner activities of warfare. On
September 19. 1861, he enlisted as a private

in Company C of the Twenty-first Ohio Vol-

unteer Infantry under Capt. Arnold Mc-
Mahau, with whom he was subsequentlj' a

business partner. After six months in the

ranks he was promoted to regimental quarter-

master's sergeant, then to first lieutenant,

then to adjutant, and finally to captain. His
regimental officers were Col. Jesse S. Norton,
Lieut. Col. James M. Neibling, Maj. Samuel
A. Strong and Col. Arnold McJIahan. His
division and department commanders, with
nearly all of whom he gained some personal

acquaintance during his militarv experience,

were William Nelson, 0. M. Mitchell, D. C.

Buell, W. S. Rosecrans, George H. Thomas,
William T. Sherman and U. S. Grant.

Though he has some recollection of these men
who were among, the foremost leaders pro-

duced by the Civil war, Mr. Scheets never

had the fortune to meet Mr. Lincoln.

His service in the army was largely in the

West and with the Army of the Cumberland.
He took part in the Big Sandy campaign in

Kentucky in 1861 ; the Northern Alabama
campaign resulting in the capture of Hunts-
ville April, 1862; the battles of Stone River

and Nashville, Tennessee, in 1862-63 ; the

TuUahoma campaign; the Battle of Chicka-

mauga September 20, 1863, and the battle of

Missionary Ridge ; the long service of forward
movements and constant battling during the

Atlanta campaign of 1864, including the siege

and various assaults upon that city ; the battle

of Jonesboro, Georgia, September 1, 1864,

and in the fall of that year the march to the

sea under Shennan, terminating with the

capture of Savannah on Christmas Day.
Then followed the campaigns up through the

Carolinas ending with the battle of Benton-

ville. North Carolina, the capture of Raleigh,
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and the final surrender of Johnston's army
in April, 1865. The regiment then proceeded
to the North and in the mouth of May was
one of the units in the magnificent army
which marched in the grand review through
the streets of Washington.
Mr. Scheets had a very unusual record as

a soldier. Though he was gone nearly four

years, the only absence from his command
was a thirty days' veteran furlough when he
returned home and married. He was never
wounded and never sick in the hospital. He
was finally mustered out at Louisville, Ken-
tucky, July 29, 1865.

Only a few weeks after he returned from
the army he was established in business at

East Toledo. The date of the beginning of

his business career there was August 29, 1865.

He had formed a partnership with his old

colonel, Arnold McMahan, and they opened
a stock of drygoods, groceries, clothing, boots

and shoes and other general merchandise.
At the expiration of their contract Mr.
Scheets bought out his partner, who then en-

gaged in the real estate and insurance busi-

ness. Between these two men and old soldiers

a very close and intimate friendship existed

until the death of Colonel McMahan in 1891.

Mr. Scheets was in active business on the east

side until 1900, when he retired, and since

that date has largely concerned himself with
duties at the Courthouse. In 1902 he en-

tered the office of the county treasurer of

Lucas county, and has remained in that de-

partment of thg county government to the

present time. For eleven years he was
cashier, serving through three different admin-
istrations, and in that time he handled funds
amounting to about forty million dollars.

Since leaving tlie post of cashier he has been
chief accountant in the treasurer's office. Mr.
Scheets is well known in many business and
social organizations and is a member of the

Catholic Church. In 1872 he was elected a

member of the cit.y council, and while he was
on that body the Cherry Street toll bridge was
purchased by the city. The council elected

him mayor of Toledo in 1885 to fill out the

unexpired term of Jacob Romeis. who had
been elected to Congress. In 1886 he was
elected police commissioner, a position he
filled four years. The first vote Mr. Scheets

east was for Abraham Lincoln in 1864, when
he wa.s in the army. Since then for more
than half a century he has voted for every
republican presidential candidate. He is a

charter member of Ford Post G. A. R. of

Toledo, served as its commander in 1896, as
quartermaster for about thirty-five years, and
was quartermaster general to General Stead-
man while the latter was department com-
mander. Mr. Scheets is a life member of the
Toledo Memorial Association, a member of the
East Side Commercial Club, and he feels a
special sense of loyalty to that district of the
city in which his business successes and bis

home life have been spent.

In December, 1863, during his furlough
from the army. Captain Scheets married Miss
Mary Glennon of Maumee, Ohio. The chil-

dren of their marriage were : Josephine Alice,

who became the wife of John J. Kirby of
Toledo ; Ida Clara, who married Michael Sulli-

van of Toledo ; George Jr., who lives in Toledo
and married Mary Maynes. The mother of
these children died at Toledo September 13,

1873. On June 10, 1877, Captain Scheets
married Miss Ann Gleunon, a sister of his

first wife. Two children were born to this

union, Gertrude and Ford, both of whom are
unmarried and live at home. Mr. Scheets
also has four grandchildren and one great-

grandson, all of whom live in Toledo.

W. P. HuBBS, who had some of his first

experience as a world's worker in the role of
a farm hand, has as a result of many years
of close attention to business built up a .strong

position as one of the leading jobbers and
wholesalers of coal in Northwest Ohio. Mr.
Hubbs now does business over .several states

and handles hundreds of carloads every year
of anthracite and soft coal and eoke. His
home office is in the Spitzer Building at

Toledo.

He was bom March 18, 1862, a son of
Solomon and Elizabeth (Elrod) Hubbs. His
father, a native of Pennsylvania, came to

Ohio in 1850 and for the rest of his active

career was a merchant in Antioch this state.

The second in a family of three children,
W. P. Hubbs received his education in the
district and high schools of Antioch, and at

the age of nineteen began work as a farm
hand. He sought a wider field than that,

and at twenty-one he was a telegraph opera-
tor in the employ of the Baltimore & Ohio
Railway. He remained at the telegraph key,
performing the duties assigned to him by his

superiors, seven years. In 1894 Mr. Hubbs
came to Toledo, and from that year his time
and energies have been continuously identified

with the coal business. He was at first a
traveling salesman for one of the leading
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eoal merchants of the city. During 1908-09

he was associated with Mr. Copeland in the

coal trade, and since then has been in busi-

ness for himself. Starting on a small scale

and handling only a few contracts a month,

he has extended his business eveiy year until

he now employs three or four salesmen and
ships coal by the carload over Ohio, Indiana,

and ilichigan. For some time he also oper-

ated one of the large coal mines in the Hock-
ing Valley.

Mr. Hubbs is one of the public-spirited

citizens of Toledo and is always ready to assist

in making that not only a greater but a bet-

ter city. He is a member of St. Paul's Metho-

dist Episcopal Church. Mr. Hubbs married

Miss Charlotte M. Willhauck of Toledo. Mrs.

Hubbs is of Germany ancestry.

William Backus Guitteau, Ph. D. Execu-

tive ability of high order and broad and ma-

ture scholarship are the qualifieations which

Etoetor Guitteau brought to his post as super-

intendent of instruction in the Toledo public

schools. Doctor Guitteau takes rank among
leading American scholars in the tield of

political science, and has been a constructive

force at Toledo not only through his work in

the schools but in behalf of a more efficient

municipal government. He has been identi-

fied with the local school system for nearly

twenty years, and has been superintendent

for the past seven years.

Born in Toledo November 27, 1877, a son

of Edward and Clara (Wilson) Guitteau, his

father a traveling salesman and his mother

a daughter of Hon. Joel W. Wilson of Tiffin,

Ohio, Doctor Guitteau as a schoolboy showed

those mental talents which have brought him
prominence as a scholar. In 1894 he grad-

uated from the Toledo High School, com-

pleting the four years" course in three years.

After spending the years 1894-95 at Ohio

State Univei-sity he was for one year a special

student of history and economics iu the T'ni-

versity of Michigan. Returning to Ohio

State University in the fall of 1896, he was

graduated Bachelor of Philosophy there in

1897, having again completed a four yeai's'

course in three years. He represented the

State University in the first annual debate of

the State Debating League, carried off second

honors in the fourteenth annual oratorical

contest, and was class orator at the commence-
ment banquet. Doctor Guitteau also completed

two years of the course in the law depart-

ment of the State University in one year, and

has since been admitted to the bar, though
he has never practiced.

In 1899 he was awarded the Emerson Mc-
Millin Fellowship iu Economics over several

competitors, but relinquished the scholarship
to accept a place as teacher of English iu the
Toledo Central High School. In June, 1900,
about the time he passed the State bar exam-
ination, he was awarded the President White
fellowship in political science iu Cornell Uni-
versity. Entering Cornell in the fall of 1900,
and pursuing courses in advanced polities

and economics under Prof. J. W. Jenks, he
received the degree Master of Arts iu 1901.
During the summer of the latter year he was
clerk of the United States Industrial Com-
mission at Washington, D. C, and the follow-
ing year was awarded the Hai-rison fellowship
iu political science by the University of Penn-
sylvania, from which institution he took his

doctor's degi'ee in 1904. The subject of his

thesis was "Constitutional Limitations Upon
Si^ecial Municipal Legislation."

Then returning to his position as instruc-

tor in the Toledo Central High School, he
resigned in the spring of 1905 to become sec-

retary of the Detroit ilunicipal League. The
principalship of the Toledo Central High
School was offered him in the fall of 1905,

and there he gained his first important ex-

perience in executive work. He acquitted

himself with credit as principal until the

death of Superintendent C. L. Van Cleve on
September 26, 1909, when he became acting

superintendent. A few weeks later, on the

18th of October, the board of education
bj^ a unanimous vote elected him superin-

tendent of instruction iu the Toledo schools,

and in 1914 he was re-elected superintendent
for the full term of five years. His adminis-

trative ability is largely reflected in the ad-

vancement and progress of the Toledo school

system during the last six years. There has

been a notable advancement in the general

efficiency of the teaching staff, and his influ-

ence is also reflected in the many material im-

provements. There are now two high schools

—Waite and Scott—nearly fifty ward schools,

while a third high school is soon to be added.

The entire school system, in all its depart-

ments, has been vigorously overhauled, modi-

fied, and strengthened by Doctor Guitteau.

An earnest student of municipal affairs.

Doctor Guitteau is not the typical scholar but

rather suggests the alert and progressive busi-

ness man. From college and university days

he has been a ready public speaker, and his
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ability is recognized pretty well over the na-

tion as a tvriter on municipal and educational

topics. He was elected a member of the board

of thirteen to draw up the new city charter

under which Toledo is now operatiniar. This

charter has been pronounced by many author-

ities as a model for city government.
Doctor Guitteau is author of "Government

and Politics in the United States," a work on
civil government which has been adopted by a

large percentage of city and country schools in

many states. A special edition adapted to the

particular state has been issued in several in-

stances. It is recognized as an authoritative

work, based upon a new method of treatment

and plan of instruction. "Preparing for

Citizenship" is another book more recentl.y

issued for younger students, but along the

same lines as the preceding work.

Politicall.v Doctor Guitteau is a republican,

and is affiliated with Sanford Collins Lodge,
Free and Accepted ]\Iasons, and with the Beta
Theta Pi and the Phi Delta Phi college frater-

nities, the latter being a fraternity of law
students. He is also an active member of the

Toledo Commerce Club.

Doctor Guitteau was married August 11,

1916, in New York City, to Miss Nellie Heim.

The Toledo Club. Probably no social con-

nection in Toledo is more eagerly prized than
memliership in The Toledo Club. Like many
other important institutions of the kind it

started as a more or less impromptu meeting
of a small group of congenial spirits and
the dominating purpose of the organization

throughout has been to afford a place where
men of common interests as citizens of Toledo
could foregather and enjoy themselves socially.

At tlie present time the club has n mem-
liership of 600, and necessarily with such

growth there has been introduced a .system of

business management, an organization on a
business basis, and the club, while essentially

social, has played a varied and useful part in

the life of the city, and many important move-
ments havTe at least had their birth in the club
quarters even if the club has not been formally
sponsor for the plan.

The origin of The Toledo Club is traced back
over a period of forty years to some informal
social gatherings held by prominent Toledoans
of that time, including such men as D. R.
Locke, C. A. King, George E. Pomeroy Jr.,

Alf W. Gleason. Louis Wachenheimer, Frank
I. Young, Ed McNally and Will L. Hoyt.
Their place of assemblv was a small room in

a refectory on Jefferson Avenue near Summit
Street. These informal meetings went on for

some time until Mr. D. R. Locke finally sug-

gested that a regular club should be organized.
The plan was put into execution at once and
Mr. Locke was elected first president and
Ralph Osborne secretary. After various
names had been suggested the name Draconian
Club, offered by Mr. Locke, was accepted as

most applicable to an organization of just

men and true, animated by loyalty to each
other and to their fair city.

The Draconian Club became exceedingly
popular and its membership rapidly increased.

Ralph Osborne eventually resigned as secre-

tary, and was succeeded by Will L. Hoyt. The
first club headquarters were on Summit Street

near Madison. These quarters were soon out-

grown and the next home of the club was the

former residence of A. W. Gleason on Superior
Street near Jefferson. While there the club
entertained many prominent visitors.

On May 15, 1882, the Draconian Club was
formall}' incorporated by D. R. Locke, Frank
R. Young, William L." Hoyt, C. A. King,
George E. Pomeroy Jr. and John M. Fiske.

The membership grew until the role inchided
the names of nearly all the leading business

and professional men of the city.

Some of the older members having died, and
a wider field of activity being desired, some
of the Draconians organized and incorporated

in 1889 The Toledo Club. The incorporators

were John B. Ketcham second, William A.

Gosline, Walter N. Conant, William T. Car-

rington. Dean V. R. Manley and William L.

Hoyt. Thus the history of the old Draconian
Club was merged with and became the first

chapter in the annals of The Toledo Club.

The first officers of The Toledo Club were

:

John B. Ketcham second, president; W. N.

Conant, vice president ; W. L. Hoyt, secretary

;

D. V. R. Manlev. treasurer. The first trustees

were John B. Ketcham second, W. T. Carring-

ton, Walter A. Woodford. I. D. Smead, A. L.

Spitzer. C. L. Revnolds, W. N. Conant,
D. V. R. Manley. George W. Davis, M. W.
Young, Fred J. Reynolds and W. L. Hoyt.

The first home of The Toledo Club was the

Stevens' property at the corner of Madison
and Huron streets. On that site a handsome
brown stone building was erected and it served

as the comfortable and for many years the

commodious quarters of the organization. The
club had its home there for practically a quar-
ter of a century.

Then in keeping with the growth of the
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club and the importance of the city, elaborate

plans were begun for the erection of a new
club home, and on June 19, 1915, its doors

were first opened and the magnificent building

on Madison Avenue and Fourteenth Street,

costing $500,000, became the permanent home
of this forty-year-old institution. The new
club house is a notable addition to the archi-

tectural beauty of Toledo. It is designed in

the style of the English renaissance, with walls

of Harvard brick and stonework of Indiana
limestone, and with all the elaboration of

exterior and interior there has been preserved

the simple and dignified beauty of the earlier

English periods of architecture and finishing.

The building is five stories high, and has a

frontage of ninety feet on Madison avenue and
150 feet on Fourteenth Street. To the main
rooms, the great living room and the main
dining room, run two full stories in height.

There are also billiard rooms, lounging rooms,

women's reception rooms, private dining
rooms, and the fourth and fifth floors are

divided into guest rooms, forty-two in number.
The building committee who carried out the

plans for this new home were Walter Stewart,

H. L. Thompson, M. J. Riggs, E. H. Close and
T. W. Warner. At the opening of the new
home the officers of the club were: John N.
Willys, president, whose generous public spirit

has made it possible for the club house to be
built; Isaac Kinsey, vice president; Bernard
Brough, secretary; and Walter Stewart, treas-

urer.

The present officers and trustees of The
Toledo Club are : President, John N. Willys

;

\nee president, Isaac Kinsey; secretary, Ber-

nard Brough ; treasurer, Walter Stewart.

Henry DeGr.\ff. One of the oldest men
engaged in active business in Toledo is Mr.

Henry DeGraflf, general agent of The New
Amsterdam Casualty Company, with offices

in the Spitzer Building. Mr. DeGraff is

eighty-four years of age. He has had a long

and active business career, is a veteran of

the Civil war, has been a merchant in differ-

ent localities, and for twenty-five years was
in the wholesale boot and shoe business at

Toledo before he entered the insurance field.

He was born in Ulster County, New York,

December 8, 1832, a son of Cornelius and
Marv- Caroline (Van Why) DeGraff. His
father was a native of New York State and
the remote ancestors were French Huguenots.
Cornelius DeGraff came from New York to

Palmyra, Michigan, in the early '40s, and
for many years followed his trade as a car-

riagemaker. He died in Palmyra in 1872.

He was an active member of the Presbyterian
Church, was a stanch republican, and filled

the office of postmaster at Palmyra for several

years.

Mr. Henry DeGraff was the oldest of five

children, only two of whom are still living.

He finished his education in the public schools

of Palmyra, Michigan, and in 1848 began an
apprenticeship at the cabinetmaker's trade.

The first year he was paid $35 and his

board. For a time he was a bank clerk at

Detroit, also was employed as clerk on one
of the lake steamers running from Detroit

to Buffalo, and at Detroit, he married and
made a home of his own.

Mr. DeGraff was married in 1853 to Miss
Martha A. Lord, a daughter of Ralph Lord,
who came to Michigan from Hartford, Con-
necticut, after her mother's death, settling

in Detroit, Michigan, with her uncle, a Mr.
Garrison. Mr. and Mrs. DeGraff had two
children, the only one now living being Flora,

who was educated in the Ursuline Convent of

Toledo, and is an active member of the Epis-

copal Church.

After his marriage Mr. DeGraff went west
to Davenport, Iowa, and in that city he fol-

lowed mercantile pursuits from 1856 to 1858.

Returning to his former home at Palmyra,
Michigan, he continued merchandising until

1861. In that year he left his store and in

1862 enlisted in the Seventh Michigan Cav-
alry. He was promoted to commissai-y ser-

geant, and later became second lieutenant.

He remained in active service until mustered
out in 1865, then returned to Palmyra, Michi-

gan, but in March, 1866, came to Toledo.

Mr. DeGraff for twenty-five years was in tlie

M'holesale boot and shoe business at Toledo,

and in 1902 he became general agent for the

New Amsterdam Casualty Company. He is

an active member of Toledo Post No. 107,

Grand Army of the Republic, and for the

past eighteen years has been quartermaster

of the Post. On January 13, 1917, he was
installed for the nineteenth time to that posi-

tion.

William Lewis Rhonehouse. A Toledo

specialist in eye, ear, nose and throat, Dr.

William Lewis Rhonehouse brought to his pro-

fession unusual equipment and training, and
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a large practice has rewarded him since he
established himself at Toledo, October 28,

1912, with ofSees in the Ohio Building.

He is the son of one of the oldest and best

known homeopathic phj'sicians and surgeons

of Northwest Ohio, Dr. George W. Rhone-
house of Maumee. William Lewis Rhone-
house was born at Maumee October 9, 1886,

son of Dr. George W. and Tamerzon Waite
(Lewis) Rhonehouse.
His early education was acquired partly in

the public schools of Maumee and at the To-

ledo High School. He continued his prepara-

tory and literary education in Doane Academy
at Granville, Ohio, where he was graduated in

June, 1905. then spent a time in Dennison
University in the literary department, and one

year in the literary department of the Uni-

versity of Michigan. He then pursued the

full four years' course in the HomecJpathic

Medical Department of the LTniversity of

Michigan, where he was graduated in June,

1910. The two years following his gradua-

tion were spent as an assistant to Dr. Dean W.
Myers in the Homeopathic Medical College at

Ann Arbor. He specialized in the diseases of

eye, ear, nose and throat at the LTniversity of

Michigan, and had unusual opportunities for

a thorough preparation. He served as interne

and house physician at Toledo City Hospital,

was chief of the staff of internes in the Home-
opathic Hospital at Ann Arbor, and was senior

assistant to the chair of ophthalmology, otol-

ogy, rhinology and laryngology, in the home-

opathic medical department of the University

of Michigan during 1911-1912. While in uni-

versity he was president of the Alpha Chapter

of the Mu Sigma Alpha in 1909-1910, and in

1909 was delegate to the Grand Council at

Cincinnati.

Doctor Rhonehouse is a member of the Oph-
thalmological, Rhinological and Laryngologi-

cal Society, and of the Northwestern Ohio

Homeopathic Medical Society, and the Ohio

State Homeopathic Medical Society. He is

not only a man of very thorough and expert

knowledge of his profession, but has social

traits which make him a congenial companion.

He is a member of the Toledo Commerce Club,

of Northern Light Lodge No. 40, Free and Ac-

cepted Masons, Maumee, Fort Miami Chapter

No. 194 Royal Arch ]\Iasons, and belongs to

the Improvement Association of Maiimee,

where he has his home. Politically a republi-

can, he was elected in November, 1915. for a

term of two years in the council of the Village

of Maumee.

Doctor Rhonehouse was married to Miss
Edna M. Black on October 28, 1915, at Mau-
mee, where she was born and educated. Mrs.
Rhonehouse is a graduate of the Maumee High
School, and takes a very active part in the

Presbyterian Church, being a member of the
choir.

LovELL Bellknap Rhonehouse, son of Dr.
George W. and Tamerzon Waite (Lewis)
Rhonehouse, his father a prominent old time
physician of Maumee, has followed a business
career since he completed his education. He
was born at ilaumee February 7, 1884, was
educated in the public schools there and the

Toledo High School, and from high school he
entered at once upon his practical preparation
for a business career.

Since July. 1908, he has been cashier of the
State Savings Bank of Maumee and is one of
the well known younger bankers of Lucas
County. He has shown a very decided interest

in affairs of local improvement and advance-
ment in his county, is a member and secretary

of the Improvement Association of Maumee,
and is secretary of the Maumee Board of Edu-
cation. Politically he is an active republican
and was one of the county central committee-
men from Jlaumee in 1915. He also belongs
to the Toledo Commerce Club, and is a master
of the Northern Light Lodge No. 40, Free and
Accepted Masons at Maumee.

Nelson M. Messer represents one of the old

and prominent families of Oregon Township
in Lucas County. His fine farm estate is in

the southwest part of that township.
His father, James Curtis Messer, was a man

of special distinction in Lucas County. He
was born at Greenfield. Erie County, Pennsyl-
vania, February 1, 1834. Ten years later he
came with his parents to a farm that is now
within the limits of East Toledo. In 1858 he
started oiit for himself as a farmer, buying
land on section nine of Oregon Township.
There he spent his active years and on Sep-
tember 21, 1903, death claimed him. Though
a man of meager education, he gained wide
information and solid .judgment from his ex-

tensive experience with men and affairs. Dur-
ing the war he was not only a warm supporter
of the Federal cause but active in the organiza-

tion of the First Regiment of the Ohio Na-
tional Guard in 1863. On May 12, 1864, he.

was mustered in as second lieutenant in the

One Hundred and Thirtieth Ohio Infantry,
and was in active service until his honorable
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discharge in September, 1864. He then re-

sumed his place in the state militia, was pro-
moted to captain, and was identified with the
organization until it was disbanded in 1868.
In his home town.ship he was equally a man
of prominence, serving as trustee, assessor,

clerk, treasurer, and in 1887 and again in

1889 was elected a member of the state legis-

lature. He first filled the vacancy caused by
the death of Rus.sell C. Thompson. For many
years he was vice president of the Lucas
County Agricultural Society.

James C. Messer married Marion Lillelund,

who survives him. She is the daughter of
Nelson Lillelund, who was an early settler in

Toledo and for many years was immigration
agent at the Union Station. Nelson Lillelund
followed the sea for about forty years, and
came to Toledo from New Orleans. The chil-

dren of James C. Messer and wife were : Nel-
son il., Anna, wife of Clarence A. Tracy, a
farmer in Oregon Township : Jennie, deceased
wife of Ernest Tracy, an Oregon Township
farmer; and Mattie, wife of Ruby Kent, a
farmer in Oregon Township.

Nelson M. Messer grew up on the old farm
in Oregon Township, and married ]Mary Klag,
daughter of Rev. John Klag, who for twenty-
two years was pastor of the Martin Luther
Church in Toledo. Mr. and Mrs. Messer have
the following children: John J., who lives

at Ludington, Michigan, and has one son;
Mildred, wife of Fred Kester of East Toledo,
and mother of one son and one daughter ; Carl
and Loretta, both at home. Mr. Nelson Mes-
ser is a republican in politics, and has filled

most of the local offices. He is a member of

the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and
attends the Methodist Church.

S. E. Clark. A notable number of promi-
nent railway men, officials carrying heavy re-

sponsibility, made their debut in railroading

as telegraph operators.

At the age of twenty-one S. E. Clark was
a telegraph operator in a railroad station at

Sparta, Wisconsin. He went through various
grades of responsibility, and is now district

passenger agent of the Hocking Valley Rail-

way at Toledo, with offices in the Ohio Build-
ins.

Mr. Clark was born in the State of Maine,
at East Sumner, Oxford County, December
,30. 1857, but wa.s reared from infancy in

Wisconsin, where his parents were pioneer
settlers. He is a son of J. A. and Arraia
(Billings) Clark, his mother of a prominent

old New England family. His father was
born in Maine, and was descended from a
stock of original Puritans. In 1858 J. A.
Clark came West and settled on a farm in
Monroe County, Wisconsin, near Sparta, and
he reclaimed the land from the brush and
heavy timber in good old pioneer style. He
made it available for cultivation, he harvested
many successive crops, and gained a compe-
tence sufficient for all the needs of his declin-
ing years. He was one of the most highly
esteemed citizens of ilonroe Coimty. He
was a Christian in eveiy sense of the word,
and was a strong advocate of temperance at

a time when advocacy of such doctrines was
not popular as at the present time. He was
known as a ready worker for the benefit of
his many friends, and as he passed through
the world he did all the good he could eveiy-
where. Politically he was a rock-ribbed re-

publican, and enjoyed the complete confidence
of his fellow citizens who elected him county
assessor for many years. He and his wife
had three children, one daughter now de-
ceased, and two sons, still living.

Mr. S. E. Clark, the youngest of the family,
was educated in the grammar and high schools
of Sparta, Wisconsin, and afterwards gradu-
ated from Valentine's Commercial College
at Chicago. As above stated he was given
a post as telegraph operator at Sparta at

the age of twenty-one, having mastered teleg-

raphy as a result of a boyhood enthusiasm.
He remained at Sparta several years, and
was then assigned to different positions at

different places. For a number of years he
was a railway station agent, and in 1900
first came to Ohio, becoming city pa.ssenger
agent at Columbus for the Hocking Valley
Railway. In 1902 he accepted the place of
di.striet passenger agent of the Zanesville &
Western Railway, at Zanesville, Ohio, but
in 1904 resigned and became northern pas-
senger agent for the Hocking Valley Railway
at Detroit. In 1911 ^Mr. Clark was promoted
to his present responsibilities as district pas-
senger agent at Toledo.

He is a man of wide acquaintance and of
the highest social standing. He is a thirty-

second degree Scottish Rite !Mason, a Knight
Templar and a member of Moslem Temple
of the Mystic Shrine. He is a republican
and a member of the Congregational Church.
On August 12, 1892, at Sparta, Wisconsin,

Mr. Clark married Miss Carrie Nott. daugh-
ter of Dr. William Nott of Indianapolis. Mr.
and Mrs. Clark had three children, and two
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are now living. Ruth A. is Mrs. C. W. Ribble.

E. N. Clark has shown talent and proficiency

for work as a cartoonist and is now training

himself for that profession, in a technical

school in London, England.

James D. Coy. One of the old families of

Oregon Township in Lucas County is repre-

sented by James D. Coy, who is himself the

owner of a fine farm on Jerusalem Road in

Oregiin Township and has made himself a

prominent factor both in business and civic af-

fairs. For several years ^Ir. Coy has served as

secretary of Lucas County Farmei-s Mutual
Aid and Insurance Company, and has done
much to extend the usefulness of that impor-

tant organization as a financial bulwark of the

farmers of that county.

He was born in Oregon Township February
13, 1874, a son of Horace and Mary (Whitson)

Coy. His grandfather was Daniel Coy, an
early settler in Lucas County. Daniel Coy
died in 1854, during a cholera epidemic. Hor-
ace Coy was born in Oregon Township No-

vember 21, 1852, and he and his wife still

occupy their old home in that township. He
has also taken an active part in local affairs,

having served both as school director and
township trustee. James D. Coy is the oldest

of his parents' children. The others are : ]\Iil-

ton H., in the contracting business at East

Toledo; George B., who lives at East Toledo

and is employed by the Overland Automobile

Company; Earl W., a resident of Oregon
Township and superintendent of the Willow
and North Oregon cemeteries; Willis I., at

home; Jennie, wife of John L. Buesehen, a

coal dealer at East Toledo; Frank H., a resi-

dent of East Toledo and an employe of the

Overland Automobile Company.
Mr. James D. Coy married Anna Joehlin,

daugrhter of Gottlieb and Caroline (Fischer)

Joehlin. Her father came from Germany and

her mother from Switzerland. IMr. and Mrs.

Coy have four children: Mabel J., Mary C,
Beatrice A. and Wilma J.

In addition to the management of his farm

and his work as secretary of the County
Farmers' Mutual Aid and Insurance Com-
pany, Mr. Coy served fourteen years as town-

ship clerk, and was formerly a member of the

township board of education, and is now one

of the Lucas County Board of Education.
Fraternally he is an Odd Fellow. His family

attend worship in St. Mark's Lutheran
Cluirch.

Henry Lalendorff. One of the most prom-
inent citizens of Oregon Township in Lucas
County is Henry Lalendorff, whose home is

three miles east of Ironville. Mr. Lalendorff'

has lived in this section sixty years—in fact,

nearh' all his life—and by well ordered in-

dustry and honorable dealings has already ac-

quired an ample competency, though he is not
yet ready to retire and still retains the active

management of his farm and various other
business interests.

A native of Germany, born in Mecklenburg
August 16, 1851, he was brought to this coun-
try at the age of three years in 1854. His
parents, John and Sophia (Sahoon) Lalen-
dorff', arrived -in Toledo during a year when
that commimity was stricken with a cholera
epidemic. They lived in Toledo three yeare
and in 1857 moved to Oregon Township, estab-

lishing their home on the farm now owaied and
occupied by Henry Lalendorff. It should be
recalled that when the Lalendorff family came
to Toledo there were not more than half a
dozen small houses in East Toledo. Com-
munication existed between East Toledo and
Toledo by means of a ferry boat which could
carry three wagons and teams. Another inci-

dent that serves to show the march of im-
provements was that Summit Street in Toledo
was just being paved. When the family
moved out to Oregon Township fifty years
ago their land was in the midst of the woods
and swamps. There were no roads, and it

required actual courage as well as faith to

embark on such an undertaking as the im-
provement of such land. The progress of
years has completely changed conditions, and
now the Lalendorff farm is one of the best in

point of improvements and also in the fertility

of its soil to be found in the entire township.
John Lalendorff and wife both died in 1901.

Henry Lalendorff, the only child of his

parents, grew up on the old homestead in

Oregon Township, and many of its most
notable improvements are to be directly cred-

ited to his individual work and management.
Mr. Lalendorff married Minnie Koch. She
was born in Mecklenburg, Germany, daughter
of Heniy Koch, who was also numbered
among the early settlers of Oregon Township.
The Koch children were : Charles Koch, a

farmer in Oregon Township ; Mrs. Lalendorff

;

Elizabeth, widow of Henry Mathews of Ore-
gon Township : John, who was an Oregon
Town.ship farmer until his death.

Mr. and Mrs. Lalendorff have enjoyed not
only material prosperity but also the comforts
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which children bring, and have carefully

reared a large family. The first born to their

union were Edward, June 3, 1875 ; Charles,

February 23, 1877 ; Ida, September 14, 1878,

and Rudolph. March 13, 1880, all of whom
died during a diphtheria epidemic in 1882.

Since that tragic fatality overtook the family

all the children have lived except one. Louis,

born September 1, 1881, is still at home. Ru-
dolph, bom December 16, 1883, is a farmer
on the home place and is now serving as towai-

ship clerk of Oregon Township, and by his

marriage to Norma Sehmidlin has two chil-

dren named Edgar and Luther. Ida, born
August 19, 1885, married William Brugge-
man, an employe of the Wheeling and Lake
Erie Railroad at Ironville, and their children

are Richard, Wilma, Lora and Elda. Charles,

born October 1,- 1887, is a farmer in Oregon
Township, and by his marriage to Sophia
Joehliu has two children. Otto and Walter.
Edward, born March 15, 1889, is living in

Ironville and married Iva Nopper and has
one child, Bertha Thelma. George, born No-
vember 12, 1890, died at the age of twenty-

four. Bertha, born August 18, 1892, married
^Christopher Johnson.
As a republican Henry Lalendorff has

given freely and generously of his time and
influence, not only to promote party .success

l)ut also to render substantial service to his

community. He has serVed continuously on

the local school board for thirty years or

more, was trustee of his township for nine

years, and in every position has rendered con-

scientious and careful work.

For twenty years or more Mr. Lalendorff

has been a director of the Lucas County
Earmers Mutual Aid and Insurance Society.

For a number of years he was also one of the

directors of the Commercial Savings Bank
of Toledo. This position required so much
of his time that he finally resigned. As a

farmer he looks after the management of 120

acres. He is an honorary member of the

Grand Army of the Republic, and he and his

familv attend worship in the Lutheran
Church.

Eur,ENE Carl Snyder, D. C, was the first

practitioner of chiropractic in Hancock
County. Before he could settle down to the

quiet routine of his work he had to overcome
mountains of prejudice and even endure the

active hostility of legal processes and re-

straint. A less determined man would never
have remained, but many people had faith

in him, he had implicit conviction in the
value of his methods and he finally scored a
triumph for himself and for his school.

Doctor Snyder was living in Michigan when
his wife was cured by a chiropractor. That
naturally aroused much interest in the new
school of healing and he attended the Michi-
gan College of Chiropractic, from which he
was graduated D. C, in 1911. In the same
year he came to Findlay. Few people in

Hancock County up to that time had ever
heard of chiropractic. Almost from the first

every difficulty was laid in the way of Doctor
Snyder's career. In October, 1912, he was
arrested for practicing chiropractic without
a license from the State Medical Society. He
was acquitted after a jury trial, but soon
afterwards was again arrested and fined $50
in money and given a sentence of sixty days
in jail if he would not agree to cease prac-
ticing. He declined to be intimidated and
accepted the alternative jail sentence. After
serving thirty days he was again offered free-

dom if he would cease practice and again he
refused. After serving his sixty-day sentence

he was released and resumed his practice the

day after leaving jail. In the meantime a

large number of people in Hancock County
had employed him and had come to set a high
value upon his services. For the past several

years he has practiced without opposition, and
he now holds a license from the state medical
board. Since beginning practice Doctor
Snyder has taken two courses of post-grad-

uate work in the institution at Davenport,
Iowa.

Eugene Carl Snyder was born in Michigan,

in March, 1881, a son of John and Marj'

(Schwartz) Snyder of Baton County, Michi-

gan. His father was a farmer and Doctor
Snyder received his early education in the

country schools near Charlotte, ilichigan. For
eight years he followed the business of clerk

in a hardware .store in Michigan, married
and settled down, and only the remarkable
cure of his wife by a chiropractor turned him
from that business to his present profession.

In 1903 he married Teresa E. Corr, daugh-
ter of Bernard and Rebecca Corr. They have
two children, Russell B., eleven years of age,

and a daughter, Eugena, eight years old. The
family are members of the St. Michael's

Catholic Church and Doctor Snyder is a mem-
ber of the Elks order and in politics is inde-

pendent.
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Henry N. Perkin represents a family that

has been identified with this section of Lucas
County for more than eighty years.

Maumee was the birthplace of Henry N.
Perriu, and he is a son of David Henry and
Mary (Deshanaway) Perrin. His mother was
born and reared in Maumee, a daughter of

Louis and ilaria (Mountler) Deshanaway.
ilaria Mountler came from Germany, while

Luuis 1 )c'sluina\vay was born on the Maumee
Kiver lictwccn the present town of Maumee
and Toledo at a settlement then known as

Marengo. His birth occurred there in the

year 1818, a date which establishes the ex-

tremely early settlement of this branch of the

Peri'in family in Northwest Ohio.

David H. Perrin was born near Pictou in

Nova Scotia in 1836, a son of David and Eliza-

beth (Perrin) Perrin. The Perrin family

ti-aces its ancestry back to a French count

named Perrine, who became a Huguenot and
who suffered the persecution of that sect

during the .sixteenth and seventeenth century.

He or his descendants emigrated to America
and settled in Nova Scotia. David Perrin

Sr., having heard reports of the opportuni-

ties around Lake Erie, set out for this counti-y

in 1836, when his son David H. was a few

months old. He brought his family excepting

one son to the United States, and landed at

Perrysburg, but soon removed to Maumee.
The senior David Perrin was a ship carpenter,

and followed that trade for some years, later

was a farmer, and died in 1869. His wife

passed away in 1844.

Growing up on the old home near Maumee,
David H. Perrin worked a year or two on tlie

canal, spent the next three years at Logans-

port, Indiana, and on returning to Lucas
County was again employed on the canal and
finally took up carpentry, a trade he had
learned as a young man. Though he made
that his regular occupation thereafter, he
was also in the hardware business five years

and for nine years was postmaster of Maumee.
He is now eighty years of age and for some
years has lived retired. He was the youngest

in a family of three daughters and five sons,

all of whom were born in Nova Scotia except

two, both of whom died in infancy. Four of

the boys went to the war. James M. lost his

life at Jonesboro, Georgia, and Benjamin at

Millikins Bend. "William returned after the

war and died in 1905.

David H. Perrin enlisted in the Fourteenth
Ohio Volunteer Infantry in 1861, and after

the expiration of his term served a time in the

state militia and in 1864 again volunteered
and became a member of the One Hundred
and Fiftieth Ohio Infantry. In September,
1861, he married, and he is the father of three
children, William Wallace, who lives in
Toledo where he is connected with the ti-ac-

tion company, and by his marriage to Hannah
Virgiles has five children ; the second in age is

Henry X., ami Cliai-les Lewis, the youngest,
is deputy rullcrtdr df the port of Toledo and
married Xaiinal.cllr Jones and has two sons
and one daughter.
Henry N. Perrin married Edith Keeler, a

daughter of Coleman Keeler, a prominent
citizen of Lucas County mentioned elsewhere
on these pages, and granddaughter of Samuel
Isaac Keeler. Mrs. Perrin died May 4, 1907,
leaving two daughters, Helen A. and Adeline
Mary.

Throughout his active career Henry N.
Perrin has been as well known for his public
spirit as for his business ability. He owns
and operates a farm of 300 acres and deals in

buying and selling real estate. He was the
incorporator of the Northern Ohio Telephone
Company and served as its vice president and
director until it was sold to the Ohio State
Telephone Company in 1916. He also has
other interests that make him an active busi-

ness man. He is a republican, and has served
on the city council of Maumee and is now
president of the board of education.

Henry J. Kruse. The career of Henry J.

Kruse, a successful farmer in Napoleon Town-
ship of Henry County, illustrates what may
be accomplished by a man of purpose and
determination against heavy handicaps.
About ten years ago while operating a corn
shredder, he lost the use of one arm. To
many men this would have proved a serious
handicap. Not so in the case of Mr. Kruse.
He has gone ahead regardless of difficulties

and with the aid of his good wife is now
reckoned among the most successful and pros-

perous farmers of Henry County. He owns
two good farms, one of 120 acres and the other
of 92 acres, and both containing some of the
fine soil for which Henry county is noted.
Each of these farms have a complete set of
building equipment, and Mr. Kruse has a
great deal to show for his life of industry and
enterprise.

He was born on the farm he now owns in

Napoleon Township on February 17, 1859.
He grew up there, learned the art of success-

ful farming, operated his father's place until
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the latter 's death, and has since owned it in

his own right.

The father, Herman Kruse, was born in

Hanover, Germany, ^larch 30, 1818, being of

an old Lutheran family and his parents spend-

ing their lives in Germany. Herman Kruse set

out in 1848 on a sailing vessel and after many
weeks of stormy voyage landed in New York
City. From there he came on to Ohio, and
in 1850 went to Huntington County, Indiana,

where he was employed for a time in the lime

kilns. In 1850 he married Catherine Ritter.

She was born in Hesse Darmstadt, Germany,
December 15, 1825. Her parents being poor,

she set out as a yoi;ng woman in 1849, taking

passage on a sailing vessel and after a voyage
lasting from eighteen to twenty weeks, arrived

in this country and proceeded to Huntington
County, Indiana. There she met and married
Herman Kruse and immediately after their

marriage they came to Ohio and located on
forty acres of wild land in section seven of

Napoleon Township. Herman Kruse applied

himself thereafter to its improvement and
cultivation, and in time the old log cabin

home gave way to a substantial modern house,

and many of the improvements placed there

by his hands have served their purposes well

in a subsequent generation. He and his good
wife reared their family to usefulness and
honor and in time the father had improved a

farm of eighty acres in section six. The barn
on Henry J. Kruse 's farm was put up by his

father in 1880. It is one of a set of substantial

farm improvements. The barn stands on a

foundation 45 by 80 feet, and is surrounded
with other sheds for the housing of stock and
implements. The home consists of a substan-

tial nine room house, with a summer kitchen

and with a large basement. Herman Kruse
set out a number of friiit trees during his life-

time, and the orchard is still in excellent con-

dition. He died at the old place on January
9. 1881. Politically he identified himself with

the democratic party after coming to America,

and was very prominent in the Lutheran

Church. His" widow died October 12, 1905.

Both are buried in the cemetery in Napoleon
Township.

Their children were: Mary, who married

Henry Behnfeldt, and they now live in Free-

dom Township on the farm and have a son and
four daughters; Sophia lives in Freedom
Township, the widow of Herman Warnke. and

of her children two daughters are now de-

ceased and four sons and two daughters are

still living.

Henry J. Kruse was married in Napoleon
Township to Miss Mary Kruse. She was born
in Hanover, Germany, October 21, 1859, and
came with her brother Fred in ]\Iay, 1883, to

the United States. They settled in Napoleon
and on November 15, 1883, a few months after

Mrs. Kruse arrived in America, she and Henry
J. Kruse were married. Reverend Mr. Deman
pronounced the ceremony that made them man
and wife. Since then they have cooperated
loyally and faithfully together and have
reared children to lives of usefulness and
honor. Their son John is now operating his

father's farm in section eight of Napoleon
Township, and is still unmarried. Herman is

twenty-eight years of age and an active assist-

ant to his father. Albert A., aged twenty-
four, is working out by the month. Anna M.
was born October 18, 1895, and is still at

home. Henry was born May 15, 1900, and is

still attending school. All the children re-

ceived the best advantages in the schools, and
i\Ir. and Mrs. Kruse may take proper pride
in the young folks who have grown up about
them and are still in their household. All the

family are members of St. Paul's Lutheran
Church, and Mr. Kruse and his sons vote the

democratic ticket.

Un.\ Brown, D. C. Establi-shed only a

few years ago, the science of chiropractic has

made wonderful strides in popular favor and
in scientific appreciation, and is now recog-

nized as one of the most efficient means in

drugless practice of medicine and healing.

A prominent exponent of this school in

Hancock County is Miss Una Brown, Doctor
of Chiropractic. Miss Brown was born in

Jameson, Missouri, February 17, 1883, a
daughter of Austin G. and Winnie (Watson)
Brown. Her family is of English stock. Miss
Brown received her greatest influences toward
getting an education from her mother. Her
father was a man of mechanical turn of mind
and is a successful wagon builder and black-

smith.

Miss Brown was educated in the grammar
and high schools of ]Milan, ^Missouri, and was
a student in the literary coui-se at Howard
Payne College, the Southern ]\Iethodist school,

at Fayette, ^Missouri, where she specialized in

elocution and literary work. Miss Brown
worked herself through school, and was al-

ways willing to accept any honorable occu-

pation in order to pay her expenses. Even
while in high school she had won a gold
medal in an elocutionary contest, and while
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in college she excelled iu elocution and ex-

pression besides receiving the highest marks
in the various other courses. She gave many
elocutionary recitals in Missouri and other

states in order to defray her expenses.

Attracted by the science of chiropractic

Miss Brown entered the Palmer School of

Chiropractic at Davenport, Iowa, in 1909.

She was graduated with the degree of D. C.

in 1911, and at once came to Pindlay and
has been in practice there very successfully

ever since. She has held public clinics in

various towns and has reason to be well satis-

tied with the progress she has made in her
work. She is a member of the Ohio State

Chiropractic Association and of the Universal
Chiropractic Association, and in passing the

state medical examining board received the

highest percentage of any person to take the

examination required by the "State of Ohio.

She has fine offices in Findlay and is not only

a successful practitioner but a highly cultured
woman.

It is only proper to say what others have
said and continue to say concerning Miss
Brown's achievements. As a chiropractor she

lias accomplished what may be termed several

miracles in spinal adjustments. During her
live years at Findlaj' she has effected many
other remarkable cures. She is an inde-

fatigable worker and her attainments are a

credit not only to the City of Findlay but to

the chiropractic profession. IMiss Brown is

an enthusiast in her work, and like most peo-

ple whose minds and efforts are directed

objectively, she is very unassuming and allows

tlie results of her skill to speak for them-
selves.

Detrick Wachtmann. One of the best

kept farm homes in Napoleon Township of

Henry County is the old Wachtmann place,

now owned by Detrick Wachtmann. a son of

the original settler. ]Mr. Wachtmann was born
there, and during his lifetime has developed
an excellent property and enjoyed all the pros-

perity and comforts familiarly associated with
the twentieth century farmer.

This homestead is situated in section six of

Napoleon Township. It was originally ac-

quired by his father, John Wachtmann, who
was born in Hanover, Germany, as was also

his wife, Mary Sash. They came as young
people to America, making the voyage on old

fashioned sailing vessels from Bremen to New
York, and they were married in Henry
County. John Wachtmann worked as a farm

hand for about seven years and then made his
first purchase of forty acres in section six. He
paid $40 an acre, but there was not a stick
of timber cleared. His first home was a log
cabin, and several of his children were born
in that humble abode, though Detrick first

saw the light of day in a frame house. Later
John Wachtmann bought fifty acres and again
thirty acres. One acre of this tract was taken
about thirty years ago for the schoolhouse of
District No. 3, and that school has been con-
tinued tliere ever since, and many members
of the Wachtmann family have received their
educational advantages there. John Wacht-
mann was a hard worker, and in time cleared
up all his land. He erected the splendid barn
that now stands on the home of his son Det-
rick, 40 by 80 feet, and Detrick has added to
this a shed for the keeping of stock 18 by 65
feet, and has put up a number of other build-

ings. It is some of the best land found in

Henry County and is suitable for the raising

of all kinds of crops and is largely devoted
to stock raising. There is also a wood lot of
six acres containing some fine native timber,
elm, walnut and black ash. After a fruitful

lifetime John Wachtmann died on the old

farm in June, 1900, at the age of eighty-three.

His widow passed away in December, 1902,
aged sixty-eight. They were among the early
members of the Lutheran Church in the county
and were people of sterling worth. Their five

children were named : William, now deceased

;

Fred ; John Jr., who lives in Defiance County

;

Detrick and Clara, deceased.

Detrick Wachtmann was born on the old

homestead November 29, 1862. 'He received
his education in the local schools, and has
devoted his years as an agriculturist to farm-
ing the old place. In Napoleon Township he
married Miss Emma Miller, who was born in

Mark Township of Defiance County, Novem-
ber 8, 1880. Her parents, W^illiam H. and
Catherine (Trimball) ^Miller, were born in

Germany and were married after they located

in :XIark Township of Defiance County. Her
parents have lived there for many years and
are substantial farmers and are not yet

seventy j^ears of age. In the i\Iiller family
were six children, and four of them are mar-
ried.

Mr. and Mrs. Wachtmann have four chil-

dren: Martin, born February 14, 1903, and
now in the sixth grade of the public school;

William, born August 17, 1905, and also in

the sixth grade ; and Minnie, born February
24, 1907, and Paul B., August 18, 1916. Ail
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the family are members of St. Paul 's Lutheran
Church, and Mr. Wachtmann has for some
time been one of the officials of that church.

Politically he is a democrat, and is always
ready to take a part in movements for the bet-

terment of the community.

Simon Harmon. One of the fine old coun-

try homes in section 4 of Napoleon Township,
Henry County, was owned by the late Simon
Harmon, whose death occurred in October,

1916. He lived in that community for fully

half a century. With his wife he went there

when it was wild and waste land principally,

and their own efforts contributed to the clear-

ing up and development of a portion of one

of Ohio's best agricultural counties. Mr.

Harmon had many interesting recollections

to relate concerning the early days in Henry
County, and as his own life was filled with in-

dustry and good deeds, he was coiTespond-

ingly held iu high esteem in that section.

He was born in Fulton County, Penn-
sylvania, in 1844. His family have bean

Americans for a number of generations. His
great-grandfather came from Germany, was
married and spent the rest of his life in Penn-
sylvania. Mr. Harmon's grandfather John
Harmon was bom in Pennsylvania, and spent

his life in Fulton County, where he died when
eighty years of age. All the generations of

the family have been members of the Lu-

theran Church, and they have all adhered

firmly to the principles and policies of the

democratic party. Grandfather John Har-
mon and wife had six sons and daughters.

Of these John Harmon, Jr., one of the older,

was born in the closing years of the eighteenth

century. He spent his early life in Fulton

County, and married there Mary Riggle. She

was born and reared in the same county.

Their children were all born in Pulton County.

In 1850 the family set out with wagons and
teams, crossing the intervening stretch of

country which was almost without railroads,

and arrived in Ashland Countj-, Ohio. They
located in Ruggles Township on a partly

cleared farm, and there John Harmon, Jr.,

spent the rest of his days, actively engaged
in farming. He passed away at the age of

eighty-three and bis wife was over seventy-

five when she died. They were hard working
and honest people, and active supportei-s of

the Lutheran Church in their community.
Simon Harmon was their only son, and he had
three sisters. IMary A., now deceased, mar-
ried John Rigabroad, and both died in Ash-

land County, Ohio, leaving three children.
Elizabeth married John Toman, and they
died in Licking County, being survived by one
son. Lucida is now living in Ashland County
and is a widow.
Simon Harmon grew up in Ashland Coun-

ty, Ohio, and married there Susanna Wait,
daughter of John Wait, who also came from
Pennsylvania. John W^ait located in Ashland
Coujity, but sub.sequently moved to Morrow
County, where he died when past sixty years
of age. The Wait family were also Lutherans
and the male members were democrats.

After his marriage Mr. Harmon lived for
two years in Ashland County. While there
the first child was born. Prank, who is still

unmarried and lives at home. Mr. Harmon
then brought his family to Napoleon Town-
ship in Henry County. He bought a tract of

land in a \vild and swampy district, and there
set up the log cabin in which he and his

family lived for some years. Oftentimes he
saw deer chasing through the timber, and he
and his good wife had their full share of

pioneer experiences. In section 4 Mr. Har-
mon cleared up eighty acres, and gradually
made it not only a good farm but also a home
of many comforts. It has excellent farm
buildings, including a large barn 65 by
40 feet for stock and hay purposes, and
also other buildings for the keeping of grain

and implements. His house of ten rooms
when built thirty-four years ago was one of
the best farm houses in the community and it

is still a very pleasant and stately home. Mr.
Harmon throughout his residence in Henr}-
County was noted as a successful grower of

staple crops and of good live stock. He was
long identified with St. Paul's Lutheran
Church, as has also been his wife, and he was
a democrat in polities. His son Frank is

affiliated with the same political party, as is

also the younger son, Henry. Henry married
Elizabeth Davis, and they live on a farm in

Napoleon Township. Their one daughter
Carrol is married and lives in Harrison Town-
ship and has two sons.

Edson D. Bishop. For a young man of

twenty-four Edson D. Bishop occupies a

prominent place in business circles as presi-

dent and manager of The Modern Light and
Power Company. What he has done so far

reflects his wide-awake enterprise and his

genius for handling complex responsibilities,

but his friends and associates say that he has
only well begun his business career and that
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a great deal can be expected of him in the

future.

He was born in Findlay, Ohio, in 1892, a

son of Isaac and Elizabeth (Ralston) Bishop.

His parents were of Pennsylvania Dutch and
Scotch ancestry and for many years lived in

Eagle Township of Hancock County.
Edson D. Bishop had an education in the

public schools, concluding with the high school

and finished in the Oberlin Business College.

His fii-st employment was at Cleveland with

the Winton Gas Engine Works. He proved
himself a valuable man in that organization,

advanced himself to a place in the purchas-

ing department and also acted as confidential

man in various capacities. While there he

was constantly looking ahead to the future,

saving his money, and eventually becoming
tired of employment for others he returned
to Findlay, February 1, 1915, and with his

brother, R. C. Bishop, organized and financed

The Modern Light and Power Company. Mr.
Edson Bishop became president and manager
of the corporation while his brother is secre-

tary and treasurer. This company does a

general supply and construction business and
has a plant covering an entire block in Find-
lay and specializes in motor driven farm ma-
chinery and is also local agent for the Delco
Light Products and Willard Goods.
On August 24, 1916, Mr. Bishop married

iliss Bessie Cole, daughter of Ormel and
Blanche (Anderson) Cole of Big Lick Town-
ship, Hancock Count.y.

Geoege W. Slo.vn. For upwards of sev-

enty years the Sloan family has been closely

identified with the agricultural and civic in-

terests of Ottawa Coiuaty, and particularly

in the region around Port Clinton. George
W. Sloan is now one of the progressive busi-

ness men and farmers of that section, and has
spent all his life in this part of Northwest
Ohio.

He was born on the farm at Port Clinton,

where he still resides July 4, 1864. His
parents were William and Maria f Miller)

Sloan. The Sloans are of Scotch-Irish an-

cestry and the family emigrated from the

vicinity of Belfast and settled along the Ohio
River in the Southern part of Ohio about

1811. Grandfather John Sloan was a man of

great prominence in Southern Ohio, where at

one time he owned mills, stores, operated ex-

tensively as a stock dealer, and was consid-

ered wealthy. In 1853 he came from South-

ern Ohio to Ottawa Countv and bought a

farm of 160 acres. In about 1866 he went to

Iowa. John Sloan was frequently given
places of trust and responsibility in his com-
munity, and among other offices served as

county clerk.

William Sloan, father of George W., was
born in Harrison County, Ohio, in 1835, and
died at Port Clinton on March 16, 1881.

After his father went West William Sloan re-

mained on the farm in Ottawa County, grad-
ually improving it, and as his prosperity in-

creased he invested in further purchases of

land until he owned about 300 acres. He
was a very successful farmer and equally

public spirited in community afl'airs. He
married Maria Miller, a daughter of Henrv
Miller. She died in 1891. Her family
were among the pioneers of Ottawa County.
William Sloan and wife had two children,

George AV. and Anna. The latter is the wife
of James H. Smith, who is now professor of

geology in the city schools of Chicago. Mr.
and llrs. Smith liave children named Char-
lotte, Eleanor and Dorothy.

George W. Sloan grew up on the home farm
in Ottawa County, attended the common
schools of Port Clinton and also the college

at Berea. Soon after leaving college he mar-
ried Miss Mattie Gardner of Berea. He
brought his bride back to the old farm and
since then has been continuously identified

with the cultivation of the place on which he
was born and reared and which is situated

just at the south edge of Port Clinton. It is

a farm of splendid improvements and Mr
Sloan has prospered because of his up-to-date

and progressive methods.
He is a republican in politics though in no

sense a politician. Fraternally he is affiliated

with the Knights of Pythias.

E\'ERETT E. Fox. No family has been more
prominent in the history of Nortli Bass I.sland

than that of Fox nor more closely identified

with its leading industries. A maritime fam-
ily originally, some of its representatives still

follow the water, but others have important
interests entirely separated from that voca-

tion. Tlie first of the Fox family to settle

on North Bass and acquire land here were
Simon and Peter Fox, who were cousins of

Henry G. Fox, who was the father of Everett
E. Fox, who is one of the island's most sub-

stantial men.
Everett E. Fox was born at Bassfield.

County Essex. Ontario. Canada, in 1848, and
is a son of Henry G. and a grandson of George
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Fox. The grandfather was a sailor and
moved from Canada to Peelee Island at a

very early day. He came of a family of

sailors and he met a sailor's death, being lost

with his boat in a storm off Peelee Island. He
had made plans in the late forties to purchase

the whole of North Bass Island and had come
to an agreement with Horace Kelley, who
owned it and was willing to sell for $500.

He made one payment of $50 to secure the

deal but his death came before the transaction

had progressed any further. His immediate

family transferred their claim to the cousins,

Simou and Peter Fox, who, in 1852, pur-

chased the unsold two-thirds of the island

from Mr. Kelley.

Henry G. Fox, father of Everett E., was

born on Peelee Island and became a sailor

like his father. In 1855 he came to North

Bass Island as a settler aud purchased land

from his cousins, Simon and Peter Fox, on

which he erected a cabiu and two years later

his family joined him and the island became
their permanent home. Henry G. Fox re-

tired then from lake traffic and applied him-

self to other vocations. He cleared and culti-

vated his land and erected a blacksmith shop

and for many years did blaeksmithing for the

whole island. He became a heavy producer

of grapes and later was made the Bass Island

representative for the Link "Wine Company,
of Toledo, aud did all the buying for this

company on the islands up to the time of his

death. His son. Everett E. Fox, succeeded

him as island grape buyer but more recently

has confined his activities to North Bass alone.

For over fifty years father and son, without

interruption of the business relations, have

been the buyers for the large company men-

tioned above.

The children of the late Henry G. Fox were

:

Everett E. : Lavina, who married C. B. Dewey,

a farmer in Nebraska, and they have one son,

Henry, who is in the^ automobile business at

Bertram, Nebraska, where he married and has

four children; Arthur, who is captain of the

magnificent steamer, Put-in-Bay, of the Ash-

ley and Dustin Line, plying between Detroit

and Sandusky, has been a sailor all his life,

starting in boyhood with the Wheeler Line,

has no domestic ties as his \vife and only

daughter, Inez, are both deceased; Amelia,

who is the wife of F. B. Selemire, who for

many years was train dispatcher on the B. &
M. R. Railroad, in Nebraska, is now manager
for the Western Union Telegraph Company
at Omaha.

Everett E. Fox became a sailor as soon as

his parents were willing he should go on the

water and he had his first experiences under
Captain Orr. He enjoyed the vigorous out-

door life, the hard work and its dangers, and
by the time he was eighteen years of age was
eonsidei-ed so capable a seaman that he was
made captain of a tug, being then in the

employ of Mr. Clark, who established the

present Ashley and Dustin Transportation
Line. For eight years he continued a sailor

on the lakes and then decided to visit other

sections of the country, and, in partnership
with his father, bought 2,000 acres of land in

Nebraska, investing in this undertaking the

money he had saved from his earnings as a

sailor, the amount aggregating $1,060.

For four yeai-s Mr. Fox remained in Ne-
braska and during this time succeeded in

disposing profitably of his land and then

entered the employ of the Standard Oil Com-
pany. He had but three months of experi-

ence in this connection as he was called home
by the illness of his father. Since returning

to North Bass he has been active in carrying

forward work on his farm and vineyard. At
one time he owned 100 acres of land, but sub-

sequently sold and bought and now has about

seventy acres, thirty of which are in vineyard,

from which he realizes more than seventy tons

of grapes annually. Mr. Fox continues to

personally manage his properties and to look

after his other interests, which include sub-

stantial holdings in the Bass Island Vineyard
Company, of Sandusky.
Mr. Fox was married to Miss ilary Beech-

ler. In politics he is a republican and has

always been prominent in piiblic matters on

the island, has served many years on the

school board and at present is a justice of

the peace. He is a member of Perseverance

Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, at San-

dusky, and belongs also to the Odd Fellows

and the Knights of Pythias.

Other former members of this old pioneer

family of these islands were Robert Fox and

his son. Jay Fox. The former accompanied
his brother' the late Henry G. Fox, to North

Bass Island and lived here the rest of his life.

His son. Jay Fox, located at Put-in-Bay and

passed the remainder of his life in that section.

James A. Groves. The man who helps

himself is in the long run the man who also

helps others, and bears more than his indi-

vidual share of the burdens of community
life. Mr. James A. Groves, now the leading
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grocery merchant of McComb, Ohio, lost his

mother when twelve years of age, and that

left him an orphan facing the world alone.

Even from that age he was not dependent
on the boitntj' of others, but paid his own
way, and seeing the need of an education, he
acquired it by much self-sacrifice and hard
woi'k, and has been pushing forwaz'd to suc-

cess ever since.

Though most of his life has been spent in

Hancock County, Mr. Groves was born on a
farm in Shelby County, Illinois, in 1869, a

son of John R. and Nancy (Lennox) Groves.
While Mr. Groves deserves much credit for

what he has accomplished in the world, it is

undeniable that good family stock and heri-

tage have also played their part. While it

has been proved that environment and indi-

vidual character may overcome the handicaps
of traits and defects derived from ancestry,

it is also true that "blood will tell" and there

is no better as.set than a heritage of rugged
and wholesome qualities. In the maternal
line Mr. Groves is a great-grandson of John
Dukes, who was born in England, and came
from that country to Virginia in 1791. In
the paternal line Thomas Groves was born
in Virginia in 1791 and died in 1881. He was
of revolutionary stock. There is authentic
record that members of the Groves family
were soldiers under the famous Oliver Crom-
well during, the English civil wars. A com-
plete genealogj' of the family has been care-

fully prepared by Mr. Groves with the aid of

his relatives, and the record indicates the vir-

ility of the stock from which he is descended.
In 1870 the Groves family removed to

Blanchard Township in Hancock County, and
James A. Groves spent his early life there.

He began his education in the local schools,

but with the death of his mother, when he was
twelve years of age, he was left without a
home of his own, and then became a farm
hand. From his earnings at hard manual
labor he was able to take one course of in-

struction in the Ohio Northern University
at Ada in 1889-90. He also taught country
school and for two terms, 1892-94. he paid
his expenses in the Ohio Wesleyan University
at Delaware, where he took the classical

course. After that he tauglit country schools

in Pleasant and Blanchard townships, but in

1896 resigned from the schoolroom and be-

came a clerk in the grocery firm of Lovell &
Kinsey at the southeast corner of ]\Iain and
Todd streets in McComb. He was with that
firm three and a half vears and there laid

the foundation of his experience as a mer-
chant. At the end of that time Mr. Kinsey
bought Mr .Lovell's interest, and in 1901 the
firm of Kinsey & Groves was established in

business. After a year Mr. Lovell acquired
the Kinsey interest and the firm for two years
was Groves & Lovell. At the end of that time
Mr. Groves became sole proprietor and has
since conducted this splendid grocerj' estab-

lishment under his own name. He keeps a
large stock, emphasizes the fre.shness of his

goods, and is a very careful buyer as well as a
successful salesman. One important feature of
the business is as a wholesale dealer in eggs,

and this is one of the important markets for
eggs in this section of the state. Besides his

merchandising Mr. Groves has other important
interests at McComb.

In 1894 he married Miss Dora Swartz,
daughter of George H. and Levina (Down-
ing) Swartz of Blanchard Township, Han-
cock County. Her parents were wealthy
farming people and were very warm-hearted
friends to Mr. Groves during the early
struggles of his career. To their marriage
were born the foUomng children : James Rex,
who is now a sophomore in the Ohio State L^ni-

versity ; ]\label Estelle, who was born in 1898
and died in 1900, and Merrill S. The family
are active members of the First Methodist
Episcopal Church of McComb. Mr. Groves
takes much inerest in church affairs and since

1905 has been superintendent of the Sunday
School. In politics he is an independent re-

publican, and in 1914 was unsuccessful candi-
date on the progressive ticket for county
auditor. He was president of the board of
education of Pleasant Township three years,
having been elected as a republican. For
five years he has been president of ilcComb
Lyceum Coui-se, was chairman of the busi-

ness men's association and president two
years, and fraternally he is affiliated with the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, having
passed all the chairs in the Home Lodge, and
is also a member of the Maccabees.

John Henry Rofkar. One of Ottawa
County's best known citizens is John Henry
Rofkar of Catawba Island, where he has been
one of the prime factors in building up the
great peach industry of that section. While
always very successful in his private business
affairs, 'Sir. Rofkar has not neglected the pub-
lie interest, and has been an active figure in
democratic polities for years. He has served
as member of the school board in his local
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district, put in several terms in the office of

township trustee, and a few years ago was
elected to the board of county commissioners,

and has been chosen president of the board.

This position, at the head of the county's fiscal

affairs is a well deserved honor and he has
thoroughly justified the support of his friends

and political followers by his creditable ad-

ministration.

Mr. Rofkar was born in New York State

March 9, 1864. His father, Henry Rofkar,

was one of the early settlers on Catawba
Island, locating there in the same year that

John Henrj^ was born. He was one of the pio-

neers in the culture of the peach, and in that

business he prospered, and is now living in

comfortable retirement.

It was on Catawba Island that John Henry
Rofkar spent his early youth and received his

education. After his marriage he bought ten

acres from his father, that constituting a part

of a large peach orchard, and he has since in-

creased his holdings until he and his son now
control sixty acres with between 4,000 and
5,000 bearing peach trees.

Mr. Rofkar married Anna Raehrs of Fre-

mont, Ohio. They have two children: "Wil-

liam, now twenty-four years of age and
farming with his father; and Florence. Mr.
Rofkar and family are members of the Lu-
theran Church and fraternally he is affiliated

with the Knights of the Maccabees.

Lee W. Byington, proprietor of the princi-

pal lumber and builders supply house at Lake-

side in Ottawa County, has made a success

in life by his own unaided efforts.

His birth occurred in Sanduskj', Ohio, in

August, 1863. A little later his father, Wil-

liam H. Byington, lost his life during the

Civil war. The widowed mother then took

her family to Wabash, Indiana, where Lee W.
had his early training and education. After

leaving the common schools he returned to

Sandusky and began as a boy apprentice to

learn the carpenter's trade. He put in a num-
ber of years of hard work in that line, and it

was his long employment at the trade which
gave him his real start in life.

In 1890 he came to Lakeside, worked for sev-

eral years as a .iourneyman carpenter and also

did considerable contracting. In 1910 he
opened a lumber yard, planing mill and began
handling a general assortment of builders 'sup-
plies and this enterprise has been so success-

ful that he is now praetieallj^ retired from the

contracting field and giving all his attention
to his lumber yards.

Mr. Byington married Miss Fannie South-
ard, daughter of John K. Southard, one of

the very early settlers in Danbury Townsliip
of Ottawa County. To their marriage were
born three children, Helen, Leota and Edward.
Mr. Byington is a democratic voter, was one
of the four or five men who organized the first

Knight of Pythias Lodge at Lakeside and is

also a charter mefcber of the Knights of the

Maccabees.

Hon. Benjamin F. Welty. What a high-

minded lawyer can accomplish as a factor in

the public welfare is well illustrated in the

career of Benjamin F. Welty, one of Lima's
foremost attorneys and a man whose disinter-

ested service and fearless citizenship have
marked him out as one of the prominent men
of Northwestern Ohio.

On November 7, 1916, Mr. Welty was
elected to Congress from the Fourth Ohio
District. He was the nominee of the demo-
cratic party, headed his ticket in the district

and was chosen by more than 4,000 ma-
jority. The presence of Benjamin F. Welty
in the Sixty-fiftli Congress means much
not only to the people of Northwest Ohio,

but to the nation. He is not only a lawyer
of exceptional ability, but in his professional

and public life he has come into close con-

tact with many of the great problems which
are now pressing for solution in our nation's

affairs. He knows thoroughly the workings
of the local, state and national departments
of justice and has more than a passing knowl-
edge of many of the great fundamental facts

that underlie the present American industrial

sj'stem. The many qualifications with which
he entered upon his term as congressman can
best be understood by a brief sketch of his

personal career.

Mr. Welty was born on a farm four miles

north of Bluffton in Allen County, Ohio,

August 9, 1870. He is a son of Fred and
Katherine (Steiner) Welty. His father was
a farmer and was also quite noted as a bee

man. Benjamin was the twelfth in a family

of seventeen children. Thus, though his

father was a man of prosperous circumstances
for the time, his means were not sufficient to

show special favor or advantages to any one

of the household.

In order to realize the object of his ambi-
tion, Benjamin Welty early chose the prin-

ciple of self-reliance and self-help. He at-
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tended country schools until he was sixteen

years of age. After that he taught during
the winter months to pay for a higher eduea-

' tion. He attended the Ohio Northern Uni-

versity at Ada, the Tri-State Normal at

! Angola, Indiana, was graduated in the liter-

' ary department from the Ohio Northern iu

1894, and in 1896 took his law degi-ee from the

University of Michigan.
Immediately upon his admission to the bar

Mr. Welty located at Lima. For seventeen

years he performed the duties of city solici-

I

tor of Bluffton. He was elected to that office

I

in 1897 and re-elected, but refused a third

I

term. The council then abolished the elective

office and hired his firm continuously from
year to year until 1913. In 1905 Mr. Welty

I
was elected prosecuting attorney of Allen

}
County, and had 3,000 more votes than the

I
lowest man on the ticket. In 1908 he was
re-elected, receiving nearly 8,000 votes, the

largest number ever given to any candidate
in Allen County. He received more votes

than either Bryan for president or Harmon
for governor. He was also special attorney

to the attorney-general of Ohio. Early in

the Wilson administration he was offered the

office of district attorney of Alaska, an honor
he declined, and in 1913 was appointed spe-

cial assistant to the attorney-general of the

United States to prosecute the plumbers'
trust.

Some special reference should be made to

Mr. Welty 's services as prosecuting attorney

of his county, as special counsel for the attor-

ney-general of the state, and as special assis-

tant to the national department of justice.

Soon after he began his duties as prosecuting
attorney of Allen County, information was
brought before the grand jury of a bridge
trust operating in the county. The various

companies constructing bridges had a
'

' gentle-

man 's agreement," by which bids were all

arranged beforehand, and the lowest bid was
fixed so high that 50 per cent of the contract

price could be divided among the other con-

tractors in the combination and 50 per cent

to the actual builder of the bridge. Thus
Ohio was paying twice as much for bridges

as would aflford a normal profit under actual

competition.

The bridge companies in Allen County were
indicted, and after a vigorous prosecution two
of their agents were convicted and sentenced.
One of the cases went to the Supreme Court,
which declared a clause of the anti-trust law
unconstitutional. Before a second trial could

be had the state attorney-general instituted

quo warranto proceedings, as a result of which
the companies were ousted from doing busi-

ness in Ohio. Eventually the proceedings
ended by the companies paying the fines and
costs. Another matter that came up before
Mr. Welty as prosecuting attorney was in

presenting the question as to the lumber trust.

As the operations of the trust were too ex-

tensive for a county or state to prosecute the

case, the matter was finally brought before
the department of justice at Washington, and
the tnist was enjoined and restrained from
doing business, a decision which was affirmed

by the United States Supreme Court in 1915.

As prosecuting attorney Mr. Welty brought
suit against various banks in the Lima dis-

trict to make them pay interest on public

funds deposited. It had become known that

such public funds were being used by the

banks to loan out to individuals at rates of

interest, though the banks were paying noth-

ing for the use of the public funds. It was
]Mr. Welty 's work that brought about a state

law covering the subject, and the custom and
practice has since spread to many other states.

In the six counties of the district banks now
pay for public funds on deposit annual inter-

est amounting to approximately $46,000.

As prosecuting attorney Mr. Welty cleaned

up the entire county, and conducted four of

the leading murder trials ever held in the

county. Many threats were made upon his

life because of his fearless and vigorous work
as prosecutor.

As special counsel for the attorney-general

of Ohio Mr. Welty was employed in the prose-

cution of a number of cases. One of them
was the corrupt practice cases at Steubenville

in Jefferson County. The probate judge, the

prosecuting attorney and the representative

were indicted for violating the corrupt prac-

tices act of Ohio.

However, Mr. Welty gained his chief repu-
tation as a prosecutor while special assistant

to the attorney-general of the United States

for prosecuting the plumbers' trust. Two
previous attempts to prosecute this trust hav-
ing failed, Mr. Welty was selected by the
attorney-general, established headquarters at

Chicago and made a thorough investigation

through special agents in every state of the
union, ancl secured information leading to the
indictment of thirty-six members of the Master
Plumbers' Association of Des iloines, Iowa.
The plumbers raised a fund of over $10,000
to defend the suit. On the advice of Mr.
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Welty investigation was made in Pennsyl-
vania and also in Utah, special grand juries

were impanelled, and indictments were se-

cured against thirty-four men in Erie,

Pennsylvania, and seventeen in Salt Lake
CitJ^ The case was heard at Des iloines,

and Salt Lake City, the defendants were con-

victed as charged in the indictment. This

was one of the most impoi'tant cases prose-

cuted under the anti-trust laws during the

first administration of President Wilson.

After the successful conclusion of this case

Mr. Welty resigned as special assistant to

the attorney-general and has since been en-

gaged in a general practice as an individual

member of the bar of Lima.
He is a member of the Allen County and

the Ohio State Bar associations, is a director

and member of the executive board of the

Home Building Association, is a member of

the Ohio National Guard, and his name ap-

pears quite frequently in connection with a

number of organizations in Allen County.
Soon after Mr. Welty began the practice

of law at Lima, in 1896, he joined Company
C, Second Infantry, and was a member of

that company until after the close of the Span-
ish-American war. After the war he received

a commission as captain and commissary of

the Second Infantry, and later became chief

commissary of the Ohio National Guard with
the rank of lieutenant-colonel. He was placed
on the retired list at his request on becoming
special assistant to the department of justice,

but is eligible for commission as lieutenant-

colonel of Infantry of Volunteers of the

United States of America, under general order
No. 42, issued by the war department, 1915.

During all his service he paid his own ex-

penses for training, except during the time

he spent in camp a few daj^s each summer.
He enlisted for service in the Spanish-Ameri-

can war on April 25, 1898, and was mustered

out October 7, 1898.

Mr. Welty has been affiliated with the

Knights of Pythias since he was twenty-four

years of age, with the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows, the Benevolent and Protective

Order of Elks, the ^Masonic Order, is a mem-
ber of the Lima Club, the Shawnee Country

Club, and is very active in church and Sun-

day School work, being a trustee of the West
Market Street Presbyterian Church. On Sep-

tember 28, 1908, he "married Miss Cora Gott-

schalk of Indiana. They have one daughter,

Jean Gottschalk Welty.

Alfred L. Duff. The present prosecuting
attorney of Ottawa County is one of the highly

successful lawyers of this district, has spent

all his life in Port Clinton, and has enjoyed '

more distinctions and honors than are usually
]

given to a man of his age. 1

Born in Port Clinton October 16, 1877, he
j

is a son of William and Madeline (Quast)
Duff. His father was born in Scotland,

became a sailor, sailed on the salt sea for a

number of years, and in 1864 came to Amer-
ica and two j'ears later located around the

Great Lakes. He was captain of a lake ves-

sel for a good many years, and his death

occurred when an old man in June, 1915.

Reared in Port Clinton, Alfred L. Duff
attended the public schools as a boy, took his

higher education in the Ohio State University,

and first chose dentistry as a profession, and
graduated D. D. S. from the Western Reserve

University. However, he soon shifted to the

law, and after obtaining his degree in St.

John's University he was admitted to the bar

in 1911. Since "then five years have sufficed

to bring him a reputation as an able lawyer

and he is a member of the well known Port

Clinton firm of Graves, Stahl & Duff.

In 1914 ;\rr. Duff was elected prosecuting

attorney of Ottawa County and has since been

giving that office most of his time and atten-

tion. He is also a member of the Board of

Public Affairs of Port Clinton, belongs to

the State Bar Association, and fraternally is

affiliated with the Masonic Order, the Benevo-

lent and Protective Order of Elks, the Knights

of Pythias, and with the Clinton Club and the

Colonial Club.

On June 22, 1908, Mr. Duff married Miss

Eleanor Magruder, of Port Clinton.

Peter Knudson Tadsen. For upwards of

half a century the name Tadsen has been

identified with' Port Clinton and for a greater

part of the time with some of the most impor-

tant business activities of that city. Peter

K. Tadsen is now head of the largest general

insurance agency in Ottawa County, has filled

the post of mayor of Port Clinton,_ and is one

of the most vigorous and enterprising citizens

of that section of Northwest Ohio.

Born November 6, 1874. at Port Clinton,

he is a son of Magnus and Doris Elizabeth

(Knudson) Tadsen. Magnus Tadsen was

born in Langenhorn. Germany, a son of Niss

and Seika Tadsen. He received his education

in the public schools of Germany, and in 1867

immigrated to America and soon afterward
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took up contracting and building construc-

tion in Ottawa County. During liis active

career he erected a large number of fine resi-

dences in Port Clinton. He was a member of

the Lutheran Church. Magnus Tadsen was
married at Sandusky, Ohio, April 23, 1870, to

Doris Knudson, daughter of Peter and Kie
Knudson. Besides Peter K., the children of

that marriage are : Nick T. Tadsen ; Mrs. Anna
Wenger, wife of Albert Wenger ; Mrs. Sophia
Rofkar, wife of Henry Rofkar ; and Mrs. Dora
Zeis, wife of Fred C. Zeis.

Peter K. Tadsen attended the public schools

of Port Clinton, and though still a compar-
atively young man, he has a very long busi-

ness experience, since he started out to make
his own way when only ten years of age. He
worked as a delivery boy in a general store,

and followed different lines of employment
up to the age of twenty, when he engaged in

the fire insurance business. Subsequently he

bought an interest in the firm of True & Tad-

sen, and two years later acquired the entire

business and also the H. J. Rohrs Agency and

the Jacob McConkin Agency, and then organ-

ized the P. K. Tadsen Company, which now
handles a larger volume of general insurance

than any other local company in Ottawa
County.

Mr. Tadsen also has numerous other busi-

ness interests, is a director in the German-
American Bank of Port Clinton, is a director

in the American Gypsum Company, is presi-

dent of the Port Clinton Fruit Company.
Three terms he filled the office of mayor of

Port Clinton and made that office an oppor-

tunity for most energetic and public spirited

service. He is now president of the Port

Clinton Chamber of Commerce. A few years

ago he laid out the York & Tadsen Addition

to Port Clinton, a tract comprising ninety

lots adjoining the southern part of the city.

Fraternally he is identified with Masonry,
including the Knight Templar and the East-

ern Star, with the Benevolent and Protective

Order of Elks, the Knights of Pythias, and
the German Beneficial Union. He has long

been an active republican, and served as chair-

man of the Republican County Central Com-
mittee three terms and represented the Ninth
District in tlie National Republican Conven-

Nelson Willi.\m Kleinhans. Represent-

ing the sturdy stock of citizenship that has

been identified with the rural development of

Ot^tflwn County since the early davs. Nelson

W. Klf'inhans is himself a farmer bv occupa-
Vol. Ill—

9

tion, but his name is best known over Otta-

wa County as a strong and influential fac-

tor in the democratic party and through his

present official position as clerk of courts at

Port Clinton.

Born in Erie Township of Ottawa County
March 20, 1875, he is a son of Peter R. and
Rachel (Tucker) Kleinhans. Both parents
were born in Ohio, the father in Ottawa
County and the mother in Sandusky County.
The paternal ancestry is of German origin,

and the family has been identified with
Northern Ohio for a great many years. Peter
Kleinhans was a very industrious and capable
farmer in Erie Township.

It was in the community of his birthplace

that Nelson W. Kleinhans grew to manhood.
He attended the public schools and while lay-

ing the foundation of his business success

as a farmer also manifested from early man-
hood a great interest in public affairs. His
first important office was township assessor,

to which he gave three years of his time, later

served a term as township clerk, and for six

years as constable. On November 3, 1912,

he came into prominence over the county at

large by his election as clerk of courts. His
first term was characterized by such efficient

admini.stration as to deserve another, and he

was re-elected in November, 1914, and again
in 1916 he was re-elected a third time. This

is the first instance ever recorded where a

clerk of courts succeeded himself three times.

Mr. Kleinhans is one of the most active dem-
ocrats in Ottawa Coiinty. Fraternallj^ he is

identified with the Masonic Order, the Odd
Fellows, and has long been active in the

Patrons of Husbandry, and is past master and
deputy master of his local grange.

On January 22, 1898, he married Miss Glen-

nie I. Rymers of Erie Township, Ottawa
County. Five children have been horn to

them : Fern Ardelle, Ivan Clair, Mervel Faith,

Hazel Marian, and Mildred May, who died at

the age of 2}^ years. The family are members
of the United Brethren Church.

Hon. John Mitchell. Probably no citi-

zen of Ottawa County ever had a stronger

hold on the afi'eetion of its citizens than the

late John Mitchell, who was best known over

the county as "Captain Jack" a title and
term of endearment which had come to him
through his service as leader of a company
of Ottawa County soldiers during the Civil

war. He also representerl his county in the

State Senate, and was easily one of the fore-

most citizens.
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Born at Ithaea, New York, October 14,

1833, he died at his home in Port Clinton,

April 29, 1903, in his seventieth year. His

father, Patrick Mitchell, a native of Ireland,

was an English soldier and came to Canada
with his regiment. On leaving the army he

took up his home in Ithaca, New York, and

soon afterward enlisted in the regular United.

States army and was in service both in the

Seminole Indian and in the Mexican wars.

While in the Seminole campaign he was
accompanied by his wife and their young son,

who later became Capt. Jack Mitchell.

It was in his early manhood that the late

Captain Mitchell came to Ottawa County.

He was with a party of workmen engaged in

building a cement mill at Ottawa City on

Catawba Island. When that work was finished

he became a sailor on a lake boat, and also

engaged in fishing with pound nets around

Catawba Island. He was well known over

the county before the Civil war, and early in

1861 he raised Company I in the famous

Forty-first Ohio Regiment. His comrades

elected him captain of the con^pany, but

through some intrigue he was reduced to the

ranks. Colonel Hazen gave him the privilege

of coming home, but Jack Mitchell was never

a man to sulk, and instead he told the colonel

that the boys had come largely at his personal

solicitation and that he would not desert

them. Colonel Hazen subsequently learned

the truth of how he had unconsciously in-

jured the volunteer captain and was prompt

to make reparation. An order was issued

relieving him of all guard duty, he was ad-

vanced to lieutenant, and not long afterwards

was made captain of the company which he

had raised. He was a fearless and intrepid

leader, and his company was the very first to

scale the heights at the battle of Missionary

Ridge.
After the war Captain Mitchell bought a

farm and located on Catawba Island. He was

soon prominent in public affairs, was elected

sheriff in 1866 and re-elected in 1868. After

the second term he engaged in the lumber

business from 1870 to 1874, and in the latter

year was again elected sheriff and again served

two successive terms. He held many muni-

cipal offices at Port Clinton and in other

towns of the county. For a mimber of years

he was associated with A. Couche in the busi-

ness of exporting logs. He also operated a

flour mill at Oak Harbor, and a hotel in that

village, and for a time was proprietor of the

Lake House at Port Clinton. Toward the

close of his long career he was elected, in 1897,

a member of the State Senate and returned
to that body in 1899. As a senator his sup-
port and vote were always given to measures
that deserved them, and seldom does a man
in public life deserve more thoroughly the

esteem and admiration of his fellows than
was true of the late Captain Mitchell. His
last public seiwice was given as a member of

the Shiloh Battlefield Commission. Governor
Nash appointed him to that place at the

request of the entire Senate. He had a very
accurate knowledge of the Shiloh battlefield,

and was able to assist in marking the various

positions held by his regiment and brigade.

On February 8, 1858, Captain Mitchell

married Miss Nancy A. Napier. Captain
Mitchell was survived by Mrs. Mitchell and
eight children. The names of the children

are: Jennie, who married C. Hennessy;
John; Dr. Catherine (Bainbridge) Cass, a

practicing physician in the State of Wash-
ington; Delia, who married F. J. Highhouse;
Clarence; James; Alpha, who is the wife of

George P. Meyer; Frank J.; and Robert.

Captain Mitchell and family are members
of the Catholic Church at Port Clinton, and
his body was laid to rest in the Lake View
Cemetery.
From the columns of a local paper ai'«

quoted words that are in a measure a proper
tribute to the late Senator Mitchell: "Cap-
tain Jack was one of nature's noblemen.
Lacking a college education, he acquired one

of the world, and was easily a leader in all

movements for the advancement of his fellow

men. Personally courageous, he always
espoused the cause of the just and defended

the weak. His many acts of kindness to

people are told daily tlu-oughout the county,

and he did more than his share for his town,

his county and his country."

Frank J. Mitchell. In the banking busi-

ness and in public office Frank J. Mitchell has

made a name for himself in Ottawa County
and is now giving a very efficient administra-

tion to the office of postmaster at Port Clinton.

While one of the younger men in public

affairs, he has probably as large a following

in the democratic party in Ottawa County
as any other local citizen.

By some people the environment of his

birth might be construed as having had some-

thing to do with his career. He was born

in the building which had formerly been used

as the first courthouse at Port Clinton. His

birth occurred April 19, 1879, and his parents

were John and Nancy Ann (Napier) Mitchell,
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of an old and well known family of Ottawa
County. As a boy he attended the public

schools at Port Clinton, and completed his

business education at Sandusky and Toledo.

His first contact with men in business life was
as a page in the Ohio Senate. For several

years he worked as teller in the German-
American Bank and as assistant cashier of the

First National Bank. When in 1909 he was
elected county clerk of Ottawa County he had
the distinction of being the youngest man
who ever was thus honored by a county office.

He filled the position for two terms and with

admirable efficiency. After that he was with

the First National Bank as assistant cashier

until February 1, 1915, and on February 22,

1915, received his commission as postmaster
of Port Clinton, having that office by appoint-

ment from President Wilson. He has served

on all the various democratic committees in

his section of the state. Mr. Mitchell is a

member of the Masonic order, being affiliated

with the Lodge and Royal Arch Chapter, and
is also affiliated with the Knights of Pythias

and the Benevolent and Protective Order of

Elks.

Albert Hiram Herr, M. D. Doctor Herr of

Lima is a man of many successful interests.

Long years of practice and of extended study
and observation in the best schools of America
have given him exceptional standards of at-

tainment in his profession, and without ques-

tion he is one of the most expert members
of the medical profession of Allen County.
He is also a member of the present Ohio Leg-

islature, having been elected in 1916, over-

coming the usually formidable democratic

majority in Allen County. With all the de-

mands made upon him by his profession, he
ha-s a more than local reputation as a stock

breeder, and has one of the best appointed
stock farms in this section of Ohio.

Doctor Herr was born on a farm and grew
up in its atmosphere. His birth occurred in

Allen County, April 8, 1879, a son of John
and Mary (Shifferly) Herr. In the paternal

line he is of German ancestry. His maternal
grandfather Jacob Shifferly, was a native of

Switzerfand, and came to Allen County, Ohio,

about 1836. Doctor Herr's parents were both
born in Allen County, his father in 1840 and
his mother in 1843. The father spent most
of his active career as a farmer. He is a

democrat, has served as a trustee of his to\vn-

ship, and is a member of the Masonic Order.
They became the parents of thirteen children.

Ten are still living, as follows: S. P. Herr,

an inspector of federal revenue at Bluffton,

Ohio; Emma, who married Oswald Diuham,
and both are now missionaries in India ; Eliza-

beth, who is unmarried and resides at Cleve-

land, Ohio; Kate, wife of Ed Gardner of
Lima; William, who owns a ranch in Cali-

fornia; Albert H.; Huldah, wife of C. M.
Coutris, a capitalist at Lafayette, Ohio; Cal-

vin, a farmer in Allen County ; Walter, a mis-

sionary in Africa; and Charles, an Allen
County farmer.

Doctor Herr had a country school educa-
tion and then attended the high school at

Cairo, Monroe Center, and also the Ohio
Northern University at Ada. With this early
training he began his career as a teacher, a

vocation he followed two years. Entering
Starling Medical College at Columbus, he
was graduated M. D. in 1903 and immediately
afterwards began practice at Elida. In 1908
he interrupted his practice at Elida to take
post-graduate work in the Post-Graduate
School and Hospital at Chicago, and then re-

sumed his practice at Elida until 1912. Doc-
tor Herr has never been content with mediocre
attainments in his profession, and on leaving
Elida in 1912 he pursued various courses and
attended many clinics in the leading schools

and hospitals of Philadelphia, Baltimore and
New York. In 1913 Doctor Herr located at

Lima, and has since built up a large general
practice and is also interested in real estate

and oil business. He is a member of the
American A.ssoeiation for the Advancement of
Science, The National Masonic Research So-
ciety, and a life memlier of the Ohio City
Editors' Association. He is also a life mem-
ber of the Rochester Surgeons' Club, and his

membership admits him to the Mayo Clinic,

where he goes to get up-to-the-minute ideas in

his profession.

So far as his professional duties would per-
mit Doctor Herr has manifested a great deal
of interest in politics since early manhood.
Though he was brought up in a home of demo-
cratic influences, he is a loyal republican. He
was assistant sergeant-at-arms in the National
Republican Convention at Chicago in 1916.
In the fall of that year he was elected on the
republican ticket representative in the Eighty-
second General A.ssembly of Ohio, and that
was a signal personal triumph since Allen
county is democratic by a large majority and
most of the county officers on that ticket were
elected.

As a farmer Doctor Herr at one time con-
ducted two places. He raised both draft and
trotting horses of standard breeds, and has
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been one of the leading breeders of registered

Duroc-Jersey swine in the United States. In
his public sale in 1912 some of the highest

prices ever known were paid for stock. His
yearling boar brought the highest value paid
for any similar animal at auction in the world
that year. He also received the higliest price

for a four-months-old boar, and the highest

price for a weanling boar, and was also paid
the highest price for a litter.

Doctor Herr was married in 1899 to Laura
McGinnis. Mrs. Herr was bom in Kosciusko
County, Indiana, on a farm. Three children
were bom to their marriage, but the only one
now living is Ben, born Jaui;ary 4, 1907.

The family are members of the Trinity iletho-

dist Episcopal Church in which Mrs. Herr
takes an active part and is a member of the
church choir. Doctor Herr is affiliated with
the various branches of Masonry, including
the Blue Lodge, Royal Arch Chapter, Knight
Templar Commandery, Consistory of the Scot-
tish Rite and the Mystic Shrine. He also

belongs to the Grotto of Master Masons, is

affiliated with Lodge 54, Benevolent and Pro-
tective Order of Elks, with the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows and the Loyal Order
of Moose. Doctor Herr is a member of the
Lima Young Men's Christian Association.

When Congress declared that a state of

war existed between the United States and
Germany he volunteered his services to his

country as a first lieutenant in the medical
oflScers' reserve corps of the United States.

Judge Wm. C. Wierman. As teacher,

farmer, lawyer, and public ofiScial, William
Charles Wierman has had a long and active

career, and has been influeutially identified

with many important movements for develop-

ment and improvement in Ottawa County.
He took a progressive part while a farmer,

especially in the matter of ditching and drain-

ing, and his name is also associated with one
of the additions to the City of Port Clinton.

Judge Wierman has practiced law at Port
Clinton for twenty years, and is now filling

a place on the Conunon Pleas bench.

Bom at Beavertown. Union County, Penn-
sylvania, September 12, 1849, Judge William
C. Wierman is a son of Isaac and Malinda
(Kellar) Wierman, who were also natives of

Pennsylvania. In 18.52 the family moved to

Ohio, and in 1858 settled in Ottawa County,
where the parents lived on a farm until re-

mrvinsT to Indiana in 1871. The father died
in March, 1915, at the advanced age of ninety-

two.

Judge Wierman, who was nine years of age

when the family came to Ottawa County,
attended the public schools here and in 1867
finished his early education with a course in
the Northwestern Normal School at Milan,
Erie County, Ohio. Altogether for portions
of twenty-two years he was engaged in teach-
ing. In 1870 he bought a farm in Harris
TowTiship, and by his own labor and manage-
ment cleared and developed it. He deserves
to be remembered in that section of Ottawa
County as the father of the ditching system
of Harris Township. Under his leadership a
large amount of fertile laud was drained,
beginning at Gibsonburg in Sandusky County,
and can-yiug the main ditch through Harris,
Salem and Bay townships into the Portage
River, a total distance of about fifteen miles,

the terminus of the main ditch being 51/2 miles
west of Port Clinton. Judge Wierman con-
struted about five miles of this ditch himself.
He developed his farm into one of the best

drained and most productive places in this

part of the state.

His career was spent in farming and in
teaching until he was elected elerk of courts
of Ottawa County, at which time he removed
to Port Clinton. He filled that office seven
years, from 1889 to 1896. In the meantime,
in addition to his public duties, he read law
under the tutorship of T. J. Marshal, and in

1896 entered the State University and was
graduated from its law department in 1897,
in the same class as the writer of this work.
Since then he has been an active member of

the bar in Port Clinton, and has had a large

general practice. For fourteen years he filled

the office of justice of the peace. Judge Wier-
man was elected to the Common Pleas bench
in 1914, and is regarded as one of the best

qualified men who have ever sat on that branch
of the state judiciary. Among other positions

he filled the office of township trustee in Har-
ris Township, township assessor, and president

of the school board. What is known as the

William C. Wierman Addition to Port Clinton

comprises nine acres of land which Judge
Wierman has subdivided, and he put in a

complete sewer and water system and other

improvements before disposing of the lots to

individual purchasers.

Fraternally he is a member of the Masonic
order, is a past noble grand of the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows, and a member
of the Benevolent and Protective Order of

Elks, being affiliated with Toledo Lodsre

No. 53.

Judge Wierman married Miss Minerva V.

Kimball of Elmore, and a native of Ottawa
County. Her grandfather, Benjamin Kim-
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ball, was one of the first fifteen voters in

Ottawa County. Judge Wierman and wife

were married March 31, 1875. Their only

living child is Mada P., the wife of James E.

Seeley, a merchant at Detroit, Michigan.

Judge Wierman and wife lost one child,

Myrta Edith, who died at the age of twenty-

nine years.

Hon. John Bowland. There are few lines

of business that require more sagacity, good
judgment, sound, practical knowledge and
clear foresight, than that relating to the han-
dling of real estate. Fortunes have been made
and lost in real estate transactions from early

times to the present, changes in the ownership
of property often being one of the most help-

ful features of a community's continuing

prosperity.

For twenty-one years the leading dealer in

real estate and insurance, at Genoa, Ottawa
County, Ohio, has been Hon. John Bowland,
who not only has achieved success in the busi-

ness field but has distinguished himself in pub-

lic life, being one of Ottawa's prominent men.
Mr. Bowland was born in Harris Township,

Ottawa County, Ohio, August 3, 1853, and
is a son of John and Vianna (Parrot) Bow-
land, who came to this county in 1850 and
here the father followed an agricultural life.

John Bowland had comparatively few edu-

cational advantages in youth but attended the

country schools when his father could spare

him from farm tasks. From boyhood, how-

ever, he was ambitious and enterprising and
early formed the determination to do some-

thing worth while in the world.

In 1894 Mr. Bowland first established him-

self in the real estate and insurance business

at Genoa and has continued in this line ever

since. He entered actively into movements
that gave promise of benefiting the town and
through his enterprise and good citizenship

won so large a measure of public approval that

his fellow citizens elected him mayor of

Genoa, and in this capacity he served with

the greatest efficiency for five terms, at the

end rf which period he resigned and declined

to serve longer. He was, further, elected

probate judge and served on the bench for

full two terms, a period of six years. Once
more his appreciative fellow citizens called

him into public life, in 1914 electing him a

member of the State Legislature, in the

Eighty-first General Assembly and in 1916,

at the fall election, he was elected as a mem-
ber of the Eighty-second General Assembly.
His, whole course in life has been one to re-

flect credit upon himself and community and
his friends are confident that the wider field

into which he has entered will be benefited

by his honesty and integrity, his wisdom
and good judgment as a statesman.

^Ir. Bowland was united in marriage with
Mary A. Eyre, who, at death left three chil-

dren : Everett G., who is cashier for the Genoa
Banking Company ; Bertha, who resides at

home ; and Walter J., who is a contractor for

concrete, at Genoa. On September 8, 1910, at

Toledo, Ohio, Judge Bowland was married to

Anna C. (Lees) Cain, of that city. They are

members of the Cliristian Church. For many
years he has been idrntitir,! with the Odd Fel-

lows, in which 1m' i- ;i p.isr nnble grand and
belongs also to tiic Eucauipment.

John H. Petersen. Prominent among the

younger generation of business men of North-
west Ohio, who in recent years have contrib-

uted to the section's commercial prestige, is

John H. Petersen, of Elmore. The advent of

the automobile and its universal adoption have
created a business practically unknown a dec-

ade of years ago, which has attracted to' its

ranks some of the most talented business men
of the country. A very necessary adjunct of

this business is the housing of the cars and
their care and this need Mr. Petersen is now
fully capable of supplying as proprietor of

the modern and progressive establishment
conducted under the name of the Elmore Gar-
age.

John H. Petersen was born on a farm in

Bay Township, Ottawa County, Ohio, March
10, 1882, and is a son of John Christian and
Sophie (Kittelson) Petersen. His father was
born March 5, 1853, in Schleswig, Germany,
a son of Lawrence and Herrlieh (Bahnsen)
Petersen. The father came of an honorable
family, which however was in modest finan-

cial circumstances, and like thousands of oth-

ers of his countrymen he believed that in

America he could better his condition and
standing. Accordingly, in 1872, he gathered
together his possessions and made the jour-

ney to this country, arriving in April of that

year with a capital of $25. He was possessed

of sturdy industry and perseverance which
overcame in part the disadvantages of a lack

of knowledge of American customs and lan-

guage, and on locating near Port Clinton, in

Bay Township, Ottawa County, Ohio, secured
work on a farm. There he worked persist-

ently for seven years, making the most of his

opportunities and saving his earnings with
native thrift. At the end of that time he felt
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himself ready to establish a home of his own,
and in 1879 was married to Sophie Kittelson,

a native of Ottawa County, their union being
blessed by the birth of three children : Mag-
gie, who resides with her parents; John H.;
and Louisa, who is now the wife of William
Brindley, a farmer of Oak Harbor, Ohio, and
the mother of two children, Morton and How-
ard Petersen Brindley. After his marriage
John C. Petersen rented a large farm in Ot-

tawa County, and continued as a renter for

thirteen years, when he became the owner of

a property of his own. In June, 1895, he was
made superintendent of the Ottawa County
Infirmary, a position which he has since held,

this institution now having thirty inmates,

whose interests Mr. Petersen has faithfully

and conscientiously conserved. He has se-

cured excellent results from the farm of 130
acres, and has won the confidence and esteem
of his fellow citizens by the able manner in

which he has discharged the duties of his posi-

tion. Mr. Petersen served for some years as

trustee of Bay Township. He is past noble

grand of the Independent Order of Odd Fel-

lows and a member of the Knights of Pythias
Lodge, and with ]\Irs. Petersen belongs to the

Lutheran Church at Port Clinton.

John H. Petersen received his early educa-
tion in the public schools of Oak Harbor, this

being supplemented by a course at the Fre-
mont (Ohio) Business College. With this

preparation he secured a position with the

Bank of Elmore, where he spent two years in

the capacity of teller, following which he
became identified in a clerical capacity with
the Elmore Hardware Company. There, dur-
ing twelve years, he secured valuable busi-

ness experience, and January 12, 1915, re-

signed to become proprietor of the Elmore
Garage, which he founded, and which has since

assumed the proportions of a necessary com-
mercial ad.iimct. This business is housed in

a concrete block buildint;-, 46x100 feet, one of

the best in this part nf the county, where i\Ir.

Petersen is fully preiian-d to handle work of
all kinds connected with automobiles, having
modern equipment and a corps of skilled

assistants. Enterprising and energetic, he
has built up a trade that is as representative
as it is financially remunerative, and which
is rapidly carrying Jlr. Petersen to a position
of prominence among the business men of
Elmore. As a citizen Mr. Petersen supports
every good movement, and the confidence in

which he is held by his fellow-townsmen is

shown in the fact that for the past six years

he has occupied a position as a member of the
Elmore City Council. He is connected with
several fraternal organizations, and is per-
sonally popular as he is successful in a busi-

ness way.
In November, 1906, Mr. Peterisen was mar-

ried to Miss Zalia Ferris, of Elmore, and they
have become the parents of two children : Flor-
ence and Prances.

John Black. Nearly half a century ago
John Black came from Scotland to America
and was first employed in the machine shops
at Lima. He afterwards filled some of the
most important positions in the mechanical
department of railway service, with different

railway systems, but a number of years ago
returned to Lima to take charge of his father 's

large estate. His father was also a big man
in railway' and other affairs in Ohio, and the
family name is one that has. been intimately
associated with Lima's industrial develop-
ment.
Born in Clackmannon, Scotland, November

6, 1848, John Black is a son of the late John
and Jessie (Grant) Black. The elder John
Black was a machinist by profession, having
been trained in the thorough manner of old
Scotch industrial life, and he came to America
in 1850, beginning his career as a locomotive
builder in the Niles Locomotive Works at Cin-
cinnati. Later lie was a locomotive engineer
on the Marietta & Cincinnati Railroad and
also with the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton.
He became master mechanic for the latter

road in the shops at Richmond, Indiana, and
with the absorption of the D. & M. Railroad
in 1863 he was appointed master mechanic
of the shops at Lima. He continued in that

work and as general master mechanic for a
period of twenty-three years until his death
in 1893. He became prominent in Lima, serv-

ing as a member of the city council and in

politics was a democrat.
The son, John Black, remained in Scotland

to complete his education and did not come
to America until 1869. He passed a thorough
apprenticeship as a machinist in Scotland'v
with the Hawthorn Company Leith Engine
Works, at Leith, Scotland. On coming o

America, in 1869, he joined his father 't

Lima and entered the shops of the Cincinnat",

Hamilton & Dayton Railway at Lima as i

machinist, and remained with that companj.
for a period of twenty years and two month^
from 1869 until January, 1889. He was pro-

moted to engineer, foreman, and in 1889 when '
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he left was general foreman of the local shops.

During the next year Mr. Black was general

foreman at Stony Island, Illinois, for the

New York & St. Louis Railway Company, and
then became master mechanic at Chicago for

the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway
Company, spending about three years in that

work.
He then returned to Lima to look after his

father 's estate. . Mr. Black in addition to

other interests is vice president of the Citi-

zens Building & Loan Association. In 1900-01

he put up the Black Building, a four-story

structure on a foundation 50x185 feet on
ilain Street, and one of the notable additions

to the business district in recent years. He
has constructed several other fine buildings

in the city, and also has Chicago real estate

and has been interested in local banking.

Fraternally he is affiliated with the Masonic

order.

He was married May 15, 1876, to Kate A.

Hardesty, daughter of Reuben and Elizabeth

A. (Henderson) Hardesty of Lima. ilrs.

Black was born near Lima, September 21,

1855, in a log cabin. Her parents came to

this county from Pennsylvania in an early

day, and her father was one of the farmers

and sawmill men of this section. Mrs. Black

was reared and educated in Lima and taught

school in the country at different places. She
is a member of the Trinity ilethodist Episco-

pal Church and was president of its foreign

missionary society for five years. Mr. and
Mrs. Black are the parents of four sons. Wil-

liam G., the oldest, was at one time general

foreman of the Nickel Plate Railroad Shops at

Fort Wayne, and is now master mechanic for

the same mad at Cliicago. John A., a gradu-

ate of the I'liivci'sily of Chicago, subsequently

a chemist with tlie Parke Davis & Company
of Detroit, and later a student of mechanical

chemistry at Cornell University, where he was
employed as an assistant instructor, is now
a practicing physician at Cleveland. Charles

H.. who graduated from the Englewood High
School of Chicago and served his apprentice-

ship with the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton
Railway, is now foreman for the Lake Erie

& W^estern Railway at Rankin. Illinois. Rob-
ert C. was graduated in mechanical engineer-

ing from Pui'due University with the class

of 1910, then served as a special apprentice

with the Chicago & Northwestern Railway
four years, and was foreman for the Chicago,

Rock' Island & Pacific at El Reno, Oklahoma,
until January, 1916, when he entered the serv-

ice of the Nickel Plate Railroad in the same
capacity and is located at the Chicago office.

Stevs^art Turbet Dromgold, M. D. For
almost forty years Dr. Stewart Turbet Drom-
gold has been a medical practitioner at

Elmore, Ohio, coming here fresh from school

and hospital training, with his youthful ambi-
tions and enthusiasms with him. He was well

prepared and more than willing to do his part

in alleviating the ailments that he found pre-

vailing in the village and very soon built up
a practice that extended far into Ottawa
County. He has witnessed mai'velous changes

in thirty-seven yeai's in this .section and has

ever done his part in advancing movements
for the general welfare. Few men in a com-

munity can be more useful than a conscien-

tious physician. His eiliii-alional attainments

are apt to be far above the umi-i-al average

and thus he has a wider outlook and a better

conception of a community's needs for civic

peace and contentment. His professional

training lias given him a better understanding

than others of the unyielding facts of life, and
his daily round brings him into contact with

people at their weakest moments, when the

armor is off. Hence a physician is natur-

ally led to the sympathetic in the broad sense,

and few there are who are not truly humane,
these qualities leading to the open-mindedness

that urges to progressive citizenship. Take
the country over and in every section where

it is evident that a public conscience has been

aroused and educational and moral environ-

ment prepared so that the future may be bet-

ter than the past, it will be found that men
of medical science have been actively inter-

ested. For fifteen years Doctor Dromgold
was president of the Elmore School Board and

lent his influence to many other organizations

of cultural intent.

Stewart Turbet Dromgold was born in

Perry County, Pennsylvania, March 26, 1852.

His parents were John and Bandina (Hench)

Dromgold, and his father was a farmer all

his life. He attended the public schools and
also the Bloomfield Academy and after com-

pleting his academic course began to teach

school and continued in the educational field

for six years, in the meanwhile devoting as

much time as possible to his medical studies,

sulwequently entering the Cincinnati School

of iledicine and being graduated from that

institution in 1877. Following his gradua-

tion he had some months of experience as an

interne in a Cincinnati hospital, and then, in
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1878, came to Elmore, where he embarked in

a general practice and has continued ever

since. He is widely known in his profession

and the confidence placed in him by his pro-

fessional brethren is exemplified in the fact

that he is secretary of the Ottawa County Med-
ical Society, an office he has held ever since

the organization of the society. He belongs

also to the Lucas County, the Northwestern
Ohio, the Ohio State and the American Medi-
cal societies.

At Elmore, Ohio, Doctor Drumgold was
married to Miss Mary A. Becker of this place,

and they had two children, a son and daugh-
ter, John Howard and Dora. The former is

engaged in a laundry business at Cleveland,

Ohio. He married Miss Florence Witte, of

Elmore, and they have two children, Irene

and June. The only daughter was the wife

of Willett Dolph, who died July 20, 1916, and
they had three children-. Laura Dromgold,
Mary Becker and Margaret Louise. The
mother of these children, Mrs. Dolph, died

July 7, 1914.

Doctor Dromgold is serving as secretary

of the Farmers' Elevator Company of El-

more, a large business enterprise of this place.

Fraternally he has long been identified with

the Masons and has reached the thirty-second

degree and is a Shriner. He belongs also to

the Knights of Pythias.

Frederick Hiram Williams. The auditor

and assistant manager of the Ottawa County
Telephone Company at Elmore, Frederick
Hiram Williams, has been a resident of this

city since 1908 and has impressed himself

upon the citizens as a business man of energ>-,

foresight and judgment. He is one of the

self-made, well made men of the community,
and, while his business interests and respon-

sibilities have occupied his time practically to

the exclusion of other activities, has had a

hand in a number of the movements that have
been promoted with an idea of civic progress

and betterment.

Mr. Williams is a native of the Buckeye
State, having been born at Elyria, Lorain
County, May 1, 1871, a son of George D. and
Sarah (Stebbins) Williams. His father, who
was born in Massachusetts, was for many
years identified with the lumber industry,
carrying on operations both at Elyria and
Sandusky. In the public schools of these

cities Frederick Hiram Williams secured his

educational training, and when he was ready
to begin his career entered tlie employ of tlie

Kellys Island Line and Transport Company,
a concern located on Kellys Island, north of

Sandusky, in Lake Erie, and which carried
on a large transport business on the Great
Lakes, and Mr. Williams was at the Marble-
head office of that company. He was iden-

tified with this concern during a period of

fourteen years, the greater part of this time
occupying the position of cashier. In 1908
he i-esigned to accept the position at Elmore
that he now occupies, that of auditor and
assistant manager of the Ottawa County Tele-

phone Company. Mr. Williams is possessed
of the ability to keep abreast of the progress
of the day and its exactions, and in large

degree his success is due to his consideration
for his employes and his tact and courtesy in

dealing witli the general public. He has dis-

played executive capacity as a member of the
board of tru.stees of public aifairs and in the

capacity of clerk of the Village of Elmore,
and has wielded more than ordinary interest

in local municipal matters. Fraternally he is

a thirty-second degree Mason and a member
of the Knights of Pythias, of which latter

order he is past chancellor commander.
Mr. Williams was married, December 14,

1897, to Miss Elizabeth Clemons, of Marble-
head, Ohio, and one son has been born to

them : Clement Mortimer, liorn April 26,

1902.

Gen. Henry S. Commager. Of all the
brilliant soldiers produced by Northwest Ohio
during the great War of the Rebellion, one
whose memory should be longest cherished
was the late Gen. Henry S. Commager. He
had the qualities that made him a natural
leader of men in whatever station of life he
occupied. Unflinching courage and enthusi-

asm made him unusually conspicuous as a
soldier. But "peace hath her victories no
less than war," and General Commager also

distinguished himself as an able and promi-
nent lawyer, and in that profession his influ-

ence was widely extended over his section

of the state.

His parents were Gerard Jean Commagere,
who was of Huguenot French descent, and
Abigail (Steel) Commagere. General Com-
mager, who was born in Lanca.ster, Pennsyl-
vania, in 1815, moved to Nortluvestern Ohio
in 1827, when twelve years of age. and first

lived at Otsego on the Maumee River above
Waterville. In 1841 he entered the law
offices of Young & Waite at Maumee as a law
student. Under the preceptorship and with
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the early association of those eminent men,
one of whom became the chief justice of the

United States Supreme Court, he diligently

prepared himself for the bar and was ad-

mitted in Lucas County in 1842. He shortly

afterwards married Hannah S. Hedges,
daughter of David Hedges of Otsego.

The achievements by which his name will

be commemorated were contained largely

within the following quarter of a century.

He began the practice of law at Maumee in

partnership with the late Judge Reuben C.

Lemmon, under the firm name of Commager
and Lemmon. In 1852 this firm moved its

offices to Toledo, where they were soon given

the large practice which their ability de-

served. General Commager was an old school

democrat. In 1854, a year momentous in

our nation's history, he was his party's can-

didate for Congress. His opponent was
Richard Mott of Toledo, who was the anti-

Nebraska or republican candidate. It was
in that year that the line became closely

drawn upon the issues of the extension of

slavery to the territories, and as the senti-

ment of Northwest Ohio was strongly opposed
to the Douglas policy Mr. Mott was elected.

During the years tliat followed General Com-
mager attended with characteristic diligence

and skill to his growing law practice, and the

next point at which particular attention
should be directed to his career was in the
first days of the Civil war.

On the night of April 15, 1861, a memorable
mass meeting was held in Toledo. Only a
short time before the news of the fall of Fort
Sumter has been received. An immense con-

course of people assembled at the main depot
and listened to the powerful and eloquent
speeches in behalf of the Union cause de-

livered by Morrison R. Waite, Gen. James
B. Steedman and General Commager. These
speakers pledged themselves, their influence

and their activities to the maintenance of the

Union, and they were only the leaders in

expressing a splendid loyalty felt throughout
the limits of the city.

Thus General Commager was one of the
first to volunteer for the defense of the
Union. Abandoning his law practice he
entered the Union army, and for more than
four years was one of its mo.st faithful and
efficient soldiers. His first enlistment was
as a private in the Fourteenth Ohio Regiment.
In the fall of 1861 the Sixty-seventh Ohio
Infantry was organized. He entered that
organization as captain of Company A. With

his command he left Columbus for the front

on January 19, 1862. The Sixty-seventh pro-

ceeded directly into Western Virginia, and
it was the first regiment to engage the enemy
at Winchester on March 23d. Subsequently
it was attached to the army of the Potomac
and participated in the Peninsular campaign
until the withdrawal of the Federal forces

from that portion of Virginia. The regiment
was next stationed at Sutfolk, Virginia, and
was then transfen-ed to the Carolinas, where
for seven months it heroically endured all

the hardships and dangers of the siege of

Charleston. It was part of the Union forces

that made the valiant attack on Fort Wagner.
Every American history contains an account
of that brilliant exploit, and while an entire

army distinguished itself it was given to an
Ohio man and Toledo lawyer. Colonel Com-
mager, to gain the conspicuous place in the

annals of that attack and receive the fame
of being "the hero of Fort Wagner."

In the meantime, on July 29, 1862, Captain
Commager had been promoted to major of His

regiment. On the 5th of August following
he was made lieutenant-colonel. After the

siege of Charleston the regiment was returned
to Virginia, and on May 10, 1864, participated
in the battle of Chester Station, and ten days
later was one of the units in a gallant charge
at Bermuda Hundred. The climax of service

of the Sixty-seventh came during the spring,

summer and fall of 1864. Duing that season
it is said that the regiment was under fire

200 times, and practically every day and hour
confronted the enemy and was within range
of the hostile guns.

For three years General Conunager re-

mained with this regiment until the expira-

tion of his term of enlistment. He was
always present for duty, was in the thick

of fighting many places, and was three times
wounded. Col. A. C. Voris, who commanded
in the battle .of Chester Station, in the course
of his report of that engagement says:

"Colonel Cyrus J. Dobbs, commanding the

13th Indiana Volunteers; Colonel John Mc-
Conihe, commanding the 169th New York,
and Lieutenant Colonel Commager, command-
ing the 67th Ohio, are deserving of great
credit for their efficiency and example on the
occasion and the ability with which they
commanded their respective commands." It

is only appropriate to add the comments of

Gen. Alfred H. Terry in his report of the
same engagement, in which he says: "Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Commager, Major Butler and
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Adjutant Cliikk of the same (67th Ohio)
Regiment are especially deserving of notice.

'

'

After the battle of Chester Station, in

which General Commager distinguished him-
self, the otKcers of the brigade presented him
a magnificent sword, gold hilt, solid silver

scabbard glittering with gems, on which was
inscribed the legend : "We honor the brave."
This sword is now in possession of General
Commager 's grandson, the present law
director of Toledo.

After leaving the Sixty-seventh Regiment
Colonel Commager undertook the organization

of the One Hundred and Eighty-fourth Ohio
Infantry, of which he was made colonel and
brevet brigadier general. This regiment was
organized at Camp Chase in February, 1865,

to serve one year. Being mustered in it was
ordered to Nashville, Tennessee, where it did

garrison duty a short time, and then pro-

ceeded to Chattanooga and on to Bridgeport,
Alabama, arriving about March 21st. Thei'e

General Commager commanded the army
line employed in protecting an important
railroad along the Tennessee River between
Steveuson, Alabama, and Chattanooga, Ten-
nessee, a distance of some thirty miles. On
July 25th, after the formal surrender of the

great armies of the Confederacy, this regi-

ment was sent to do garrison duty at Edge-
field, and on September 20, 1865, was
mustered out of service at Nashville.

More than four years had passed since the

night of the memorable mass meeting at

Toledo before General Commager was re-

leased and permitted to take up the routine

of his law practice. In 1866 he was again
the democratic candidate for Congress from
his district and though not elected had the

satisfaction of running 800 votes ahead of

the party ticket. Not long afterward he was
appointed by the Federal Government to

prosecute internal revenue claims, and while

at Galveston, Texas, engaged in the discharge
of his duties there, was stricken with yellow
fever, which then was devastating the entire

Gulf coast. He died in Galveston, August 14,

1867.

He was at that time practically in the prime
of his years and his usefulness, and it is

expressly regrettable that he did not live to

enjoy the fruits of his service and his talents.

Splendid as were his achievements as a sol-

dier, he was no less eloquent and skillful

as a lawyer, was courteous and earnest in all

of life's relations, and has been well called

"a gentleman of the old school."

Mrs. Hannah Sophia Commager, who had
been his devoted wife and companion since

he entered practice at Toledo twenty-five

years before his death, survived her husband
many years and died at Toledo, April 26,

1898, at the age of eighty-four years nine
months. She was a lovable and widely
esteemed woman. In the course of her long
life she accomplished great good both at home
and in church and benevolent affairs. She
was born at Morristown, New Jersey, Sep-
tember 24, 1813, and with her father, David
Hedges, came to the Maumee Valley in 1831.

Thus at the time of her death she was one
of the oldest residents of this section of Ohio.

For seventy-two years she was an active mem-
ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and
was closely identified with its various activi-

ties. To a high degree she exemplified the

efficiency and beauty of the Christian religion

and her descendants prize the gentleness of

her character as they do the rugged military

valor associated with General Commager.
To General Commager and wife were born

four children: ilaj. Frank Y. Commager,
the oldest, is now deceased ; Judge David H.
Commager has long been a well known resi-

dent of Toledo; Mrs. Sophia E. Ecker is the

wife of John E. Ecker of Toledo; Mrs.
Harriet A. Hopkins is the wife of Livingston
Y. Hopkins.

Judge David H. Commager of Toledo, an
able lawyer and jurist, was born June 11,

1848, a son of Gen. Henry S. and Hannah
(Hedges) Commager. Judge Commager was
born in Maumee, attended the common schools

of Toledo, and was a student in the Ohio
Wesleyan University at Delaware when, on
June 19, 1863, he enlisted, at the age of fifteen,

as a member of the Fifth Ohio Battalion of

Cavalry.

He reported at Camp Chase, where the

command was mustered in. and moved im-

mediately to Kentucky to fight the guerrillas.

He served one year in Kentucky and Vir-

ginia and was mustered out on account of

expiration of term of enlistment. Deter-

mined to re-enlist, his father having in the

meantime being badly wounded, his mother
requested, if he must enlist, that he do so

in his father's command. Young Commager
went to the front at Richmond, defraying his

own expenses. Wlien he arrived he found
his father had returned north on account
of his wounds, and it was intimated that

the father would be given another command.
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Youug Commager volunteered himself as a
citizen soldier and served as such until ap-

pointed a lieutenant in the ranks of the

Sixty-seventh, under continuous general fire

and through two hard fought battles and
entirely at his own expense, waiting all the

time to learn from the war department as to

the final action it would take as to General
Commager 's future command and his power
to join such command.

This volunteer civilian service attracted the

attention of the commander of the brigade
and b}' reason of the boy's interestedness and
efficiency he was recommended to Gen. Jolm
Brough, then governor of Ohio, for a commis-
sion, which recommendation was approved
and acted upon March 15, 1865. Young Com-
mager was made second lieutenant in the One
Hundred and Eighty-fourth Regiment Ohio
Infantry. At this time he was sixteen years

of age. He reported to his connnand and on
the request of General Coon, cavalry eom-
mander of the Middle Division of the Missis-

sippi, became aide de camp on his staff', and
as sueh entered upon duties of staff offieer.

Later he was directed to and did organize a

company of detached dismounted cavalry.

By order, July 23, 1865, Lieutenant Com-
mager was detailed as commandant of the

above company of cavalrj', when he was just

past his seventeenth birthday, serving as sueh
commandant until mustered out of service

September, 1865. During his command of

this' cavalry company he attracted the atten-

tion of Gen. George H. Thomas by service

which willingly and spontaneously drew from
General Thomas a letter to the President com-
mending the young officer. Thomas says:

"Commager has always had the reputation

of a gallant, enterprising and efficient young
officer." This is in the handwriting of Gen-
eral Thomas before the days of the typewriter.

After the war Mr. Commager returned to

Delaware, where he resumed his studies until

the death of his father compelled him to re-

linquish them. He then entered the office

of Judge Lemmon, of Toledo, Ohio, and took

up the study of law and later was admitted
to the bar and entered upon its practice. In
April, 1868, prior to his taking up the law,

while on a visit to Michigan and while under
age, was nominated and elected to the office

of police commissioner on a non-partisan
ticket. Upon his return and learning of his

election he sent a letter of resignation to the

mayor, Charles A. King, saying that he was
not of age and could not accept the honor

conferred upon him. This caused an appoint-
ment to fill the vacancy. The Toledo Com-
mercial, commenting upon the fact of this

election and resignation, said: "That the
real value of the incident was the opportunity
given the people of Toledo to pay a tribufe to

General Commager and his military fam-
ily." General Commager and his two sons,

Maj. Frank G. Commager and Lieut. David
H. Commager, were soldiers in the Union
army.
Upon taking up the practice of law Judge

Commager pursued it vigorously and became
very successful. In 1877 he was elected a
member of the Toledo School Board and im-
mediately selected as its president, continuing
until his elevation to the Common Pleas bench
in 188.3. He served as judge of that court
until 1892, when he resumed the practice of

law. In 1895 he was appointed a member of

the board of election, serving on the same
four years. Upon several occasions Judge
Commager has declined positions of an
honorary character.

Judge David H. Commager was married
January 1, 1874, to Elizabeth Williams of

Toledo, a daughter of Elijah and Susan
(Belyea) Williams. The three children born
to their union are James W., a salesman;
H. S., an attorney and present law director

of Toledo ; and Anna, a teacher in the Toledo
High School. Mrs. Commager died October
1, 1914. Judge Commager 's .son, Henry S.,

was named in honor of his gi-andfather, Gen.
Henry S. Commager.
Judge Commager is a member of Forsyth

Post, Grand Army of the Repiiblic. In con-

clusion it should be stated that the above
army record of Judge Commager has been
verified by documents seen by the writer of

this article.

RoL.vND A. WiLLETT, il. D. There has been
something more tlian the ordinaiy achieve-

ment and attainment of the physician in the

record of Dr. Roland A. Willett at Elmore
during the past quarter century. Doctor Wil-
lett is a very .skillful ph.ysician. as hundi-eds

of families over Ottawa County attest, but
is also public spirited as a citizen, and has

done much to fill public offices acceptably and
with ci-edit to himself and benefit to the com-
nuinity. However. Doctor Willett is no office

seeker and has assumed such official duties as

have come to him from a sense of civic respon-
sibility and not fi-om ambition.

Born in Fremont, Ohio, April 14. 1866.
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Six weeks after his birth his parents, Peter

and Maria (Augustine) Willett, removed to

Elmore in Ottawa County. His father was
also a physician, a native son of Ohio, and
practiced for many years in the northwestern

quarter of the state. Roland A. Willett at-

tended the public schools at Elmore, took a

literary course in the Oberlin College, at-

tended the medical department of the Uni-

versity of Michigan and was graduated in

1888 M. D. from the Bellevue Hospital

Medical College at New York City. Return-

ing to what was almost his native village, he

has continued to be engaged in general prac-

tice for upwards of thirty years. He is a

member of the Northwest Ohio and the Ohio

State Medical societies and the American Med-
ical Association. In a business way he is

vice president and a director in the Elmore
Bank.

Doctor Willett 's first wife was Marie
Quincke of Elmore. There are two sons to

this union. Gaillard Peter, who was born

July 25, 1892, and now a student in the

University of Michigan; and Rudolph Ed-
ward, born February 19, 1897, and a student

in the Elmore High School. After the death

of his first wife Doctor Willett married Emina
Bullimer of Elmore. In a public way Doctor

Willett has served as a member of the village

council and on the village school board, and
in 1915 enjoys the confidence of his fellow

citizens expressed in their gift to him of the

office of mayor, and he is making a very

admirable municipal administration. He held

membership in the County Republican Cen-

tral Committee and also on the Executive

Committee.

Christopher Henry Damschroder. This

veteran merchant, now retired, of Elmore
through his own career, that of his father

before him, and through his son as his suc-

cessor, has supplied much of the mercantile

enterprise to this section of Northwest Ohio
for almost a century. It is a long and
honorable record that has been en.ioyed by
the members of the Damschroder family.

They have been diligent at business, main-

tained a strict honor and integrity in all

their relations, have worked for the public

welfare both individually and through public

offices, and altogether it is a name worthy of

more than passing reference in the annals of

this section of the state.

It was in the City of Toledo that Chris-

topher Henry Damschroder was born January
1, 1S41. His parents were Christopher Henry
and Mary (Meyerholts) Damschroder, who
came from the Kingdom of Hanover, Ger-
many. His father was born there in 1812 and
the mother in 1813. The former came to

America in 1827 and the latter in 1830, and
they were married at Sugar Creek on the old

State Pike, in Northwest Ohio. Christopher
H., Sr., bought a farm and some extensive

tracts of timber lands, also conducted a stoi-e

on his farm, and was a man of varied affairs

and interests. For a great many years he
served his community as school director.

Christopher H. Damschroder, Sr., died in

November, 1892, and his wife in December,
1897.

Their son, Christopher, Jr., was reared on
a farm, and gained his initial business experi-

ence as clerk in his father's general store,

which was located on the old homestead along

the Stone Pike Road. Later he went to

Woodville, Ohio, was in business there for a

time, and in March, 1865, bought a clothing

store and two years later a general store.

This business at Elmore has been uninter-

ruptedly under the management of the Dam-
schroder famil.y now for more than half a

century. It is now conducted by his son,

John H., as the J. H. Damschroder & Com-
pany. Christian H. Damschroder remained
in active business affairs until January, 1908,

and has since lived in quiet retirement. He
and his wife enjoy the comforts of one of the

very attractive homes in Elmore. John
Damschroder served a number of years as a

member of the school board. .

John Henry Damschroder, who represents

the third successive generation in this section

of Ohio, was born October 10, 1876, at El-

more. He was well educated, first in the

public schools and then at Hiram College, and
quite early in his career joined his father in

business. In January. 1908, when his father

retired, he took over the business, and now
has as partner Elmer Damschroder. This is

the largest general store in Elmore, occupying

a building 24 by 115 feet and two stories, with

all its space given over to a large and well

selected stock.

John H. Damschroder served three terms

as a member of the school board, and is now in

his second term as corporation treasurer.

Fraternally he is affiliated with the Lodge

and Royal Arch Chapter of ]\Iasons.

On Januarv 9, 1902, he married Miss Emma
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L. Moelmau of Elmore. They have five chil-

dren: Florence Ha, Amy Moelman, Paul
Henry and Ballard William, twins, and
Everett Rudolph.

William M. Thrasher. Few of the farm
homes of Hem-y County show better results

of cultivation and more of the real comforts

of rural life than that of William M. Thrasher.

This home is located on section 13 of Ridge-

ville Townsliip, and it is a part of the home-

stead acquired by his father in the early days

of settlement.

On the farm where he now resides Mr.

Thrasher was born Jauuaiy 12, 1857. Prac-

tically all his years have been spent in this

one locality. He secured his education in a

log sehoolhouse of District No. 1. This log

school was known as the "'Quail Trap." It

was the temple of learning in which many citi-

zens of Henry County secured their early

training, and its pupils were drawn from four

townships and two counties. Thus Mr.

Thrasher, though not an old man, has very

definite recollections of many pioneer things

in Henry County. His farm comprises forty

acres of veiy fertile and productive land.

In 190-4 he erected there a beautiful home, a

two-story eight room house, surrounded with

spacious lawns and with trees and flowers to

make a perfect picture of comfort and beauty.

He has also improved other buildings on the

farm and has kept the productiveness of the

helds up to the highest standard.

The house in which Mr. Thrasher was born

was built of hewed logs. In the early days he

assisted his father in clearing up the laud and
thus most of his associations and memories

are centered around this attractive home. It

is known as the Locust Shade Fann.
His parents were Timothy and Cynthia

(Porter) Thrasher. Both parents were of

New England ancestiy and were natives of

Massachusetts. His father was born about

1820 and his mother about 1825. His mother

had a twin sister, Eunice, and as their mother

died soon after their birth, they were reared

by their grandmother. After the marriage of

Timothy Thrasher and wife they lived in

Massachusetts for several years. He was a

mackerel fishernian and when not employed
in that occupation followed his trade as car-

penter. In 1817 he brought his family West
to Ohio. In Lorain County he was engaged
in farming for several years, and in 1853

started for Henry County. The family made

the .journey by way of Toledo and thence
down the canal to Napoleon. Prom Napoleon
they went out into Ridgeville Township and
found a tract of land in section 13, where
about the only improvement was the deaden-
ing of some of the forest trees. It was in that
locality that Timothy Thrasher and wife
spent the rest of their years. He died in
March, 1881, and his widow on May 29, 1897.
He was a democrat and while a member of no
church was an upright and moral man and
very favorably known in that community.

William M. Thrasher was the only son of
his parents. There were also five daughters,
but the only one of them still li\ing is Mary,
the wife of John Bailey of Ridgeville Town-
ship.

Mr. Thrasher was married in his native
township to Anna Kiefer. She was born there
June 17, 1862, and received an education and
early training to fit her well for the duties of
wife and mother. Her parents were Martin
and Anna (;Kutchley) Kiefer. Her father
was born in France and was bi-ought to

America when not yet three years of age,

while her mother was a native of Switzerland
and came with her parents to the United
States at the age of fourteen, being fifty-three

days on the oceaii between Ha\'re, France,
and New York. ilrs. Thrasher's grandfather,
Martin Kiefer. was a private soldier through
the Wai- of 1812 and one of the very early
pioneer settlers of Northwestern Ohio. Both
the Kiefer and Kutehley families located in
tlie wiJds of German Township, Fulton
Count\-. The families were members of the
Refoi-iiiril I Imivh. After their marriage Mrs.
Thrasliei's p:ii'ei!ts lived on a farm in Ger-
man Township, but later sold that and
removed to Ridgeville Town.ship in Henry
County and bought 120 acres of wild land in

section 17. By hard work they cleared tliis

up and made it a good farm, ami there her
father died. April 21, 1914, liaving passed his

eightj^-fourth birthday on December 6th of

the preceding vear. His wife had died in

1889' at the age of fifty-six. They were Re-
form Church people and he was a democrat.

Mrs. Thrasher was one of a family of thir-

teen chilflren, eight daughters and five sons,

and of the.se two sons and four daughters are
still living. The children of Mr. and Mrs.
Thrasher are: Timothy, who was born in

1883, was educated in the public schools and
in the Ohio Northern University at Ada and
about twelve years ago graduated from a
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Toledo business college, and since then has

been in the purchasing department of the

Toledo Traction ComiJan.y; he married Lottie

Ridenour of Toledo, and their children are

Tarlton, now in the fourth grade, Arthur, in

the sixth grade, and Ralph, in the tirst grade

of the public schools. Robert Thrasher, the

second son. is a prosperous young farmer in

Freedom Township of Henry County, and
by his marriage to Alma Inmau has two chil-

dren, named Dora and Donald. Abigail is

the wife of William Lather, a famier in

Ridgeville Township, and their children are

Orville L., Stella, and Elmer. The youngest

of the family is Almina, who is still unmar-
ried and living at home with her parents.

William Zipfel. Steady application to

the development of an idea has brought about

the success of W^illiam Zipfel, proprietor of a

general machine shop and garage and plumb-
ing, heating and gas-fitting establishment at

Oak Harbor, Ottawa County. He first en-

gaged in business here in 1895 and was well

on the highway to prosperity when misfortune

visited him in the shape of ill health, which
swept away his holdings and compelled him
to make a new start. Perseverance, however,

has been one of his strongest characteristics

and has enabled him to rise superior to his

discouragements, his present business, founded
in 1908, being one of the prosperous enter-

prises of the town.
• Mr. Zipfel is a native son of Ottawa County,

having been bom at the county seat. Port

Clinton, September 1, 1863, a son of Lawrence
and Hedwig Zipfel. His parents, natives of

Germany, came to the United States in 1858

and located in Ottawa County, where the

father passed the remainder of his active life

in working at the trade of shoemaker. The
public schools of Ottawa County furnished

William Zipfel with his education, and as a

youth he applied himself to learning the trade

of stationary engineer. ' He began working at

the age of fourteen years at the machinist's

trade, a vocation which brought him into con-

nection with millwrighting, and, having

accumulated some small capital in this direc-

tion, in 1895 he opened a machine shop at Oak
Harbor. Sickness compelled him to dispose

of his holdings after several years of hard
and energetic work, and when he had re-

covered, in May, 1900, he became superintend-

ent of the Michigan Headlining Company,

remaining in that position for eight years. In
1908 he again entered business at Oak Harbor,
establishing machine shops and an auto
garage, where he does all kinds of welding, in

addition to plumbing, heating and gas-
fitting. Mr. Zipfel 's business has grown and
developed, and at the present time he employs
eight people in his shops, having a fireproof,

concrete building, 50 by 110 feet. He has
undertaken some of the most important con-

tracts for plumbing and heating in this and
nearby to\viis, and his expert workmanship,
fair estimates, promptness and reliability in-

sure a continuance of his present gratifying

patronage. Mr. Zipfel has made a special

study of sanitation and never fails to estimate

its importance as an adjunct to his vocation.

Fraternally he is affiliated with the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows, having numer-
ous friends in the local lodge. His public

service has been of a most important char-

acter, he having been for twenty years chief

of the Oak Harbor Fire Department.
In 1884 Mr. Zipfel was married to Miss

Frieda A. Meinka of Ottawa County, and to

this union there have been born six children-

Agnes, who is now Mrs. Charles Games and
resides at Fremont, Ohio; Mi.ss Ada G., who
resides with her parents; Arthur Carl, who
is a machinist and associated with his father

in business; twins. Leota E. and Leona A.,

and Edward W^illiam.

Henry William Nibman. The tendency

of men trained in the law to engage in voca-

tions outside of the profession results in

numerous advantages. The law equips its

followers for successful activity in other lines,

causing the profession to be justly accounted

as a means rather than an end, or as an

adjunct rather than an entirety. As a result,

commercial and financial standards are ele-

vated, complications are frequently avoided,

and the knowledge of underlying principles

and penalties makes for a general simplify-

ing of conditions. An illustration of this

modern type of lawyer is found in Henry
William Nieman, cashier of the First National

Bank of Elmore.

ilr. Nieman was born in Minden, Germany,
July 11, 1857, and is a son of Frederick and

Christina Nieman, farming people of that

country', who came to the United States in

1871 and settled on a property in Ottawa

County. Henry W. Nieman 's early educa-
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tion was secured in his native land, and after

coming to the United States at the age of

fourteen yeare he went to school in Ottawa
County at a private institution. Next he

entered the university at Ada, Ohio, where

he completed his preparatory coui'se, and
then, having shown a predilection for a pro-

fessional career, became a student of the law

department at the University of Michigan,

being graduated therefrom with his degree in

1886. After several years spent in teaching

school, Mr. Nieman began the practice of law

at Elmore and devoted his entire attention

thereto until 1903, when he became one of

the organizers of the First National Bank of

Elmore. Elected cashier of that institution,

he has continued to act in that capacity to

the present time, his well known integrity

and probity of character having done much
to increase the confidence of the people in

the institution's strength and solidity.

The First National Bank of Elmore was
organized March 5, 1903, and its doors were
thrown open for business on June 7 follow-

ing. The officers are Louis Frese, president;

J. G. Steinkamp, vice president ; H. W. Nie-

man, cashier; and E. H. Meyer, assistant

cashier. The capital is $25,000, the surplus

$12,500, and the deposits, attracted from all

over Ottawa County, $355,000. The bank
owns its own building, a two story brick

edifice, 20 by 60 feet, the main floor being

devoted to the business of the bank, while

the second floor is given over to offices. Mr.
Nieman, in addition to capably performing
the duties of his official position with the

bank, has been engaged in other enterprises,

and is at this time president of one of

Elmore's leading industries, the Multiplex
Concrete Manufacturing Company. He has

been a ver_y busy man, but has found time to

devote to the afi'airs of his community, par-

ticularly in the line of education, having been

a member of the board of county school

examiners of Ottawa County for twelve years

and a member of the school board of Elmore
for a long period. His hobby is farming and
at this time he carries on general farming,

the breeding of registered stock and sugar
beet raising on a 200-acre model farm in

Ottawa County, where he has buildings

valued at $25,000, and model improvements
of every kind. This farm has been in his

wife's family since 1823. Fraternally, Mr.
Nieman is a thirty-second degree Mason, a

Shriner, and past master of his lodge, and is

l^ast chancellor commander of the Knights
of Pythias. With his family, he belongs to

the Christian Church, in which he serves as

deacon.

Mr. Nieman was married in 1886 to Miss
Delia A. Boggs, of Elmore, daughter of
James and Susan B. (White) Boggs, and one
daughter has been born to this union : Amy,
who is the wife of Karl Hannaman, a
machinist of Tiffin, Ohio.

Leslie Edward Meyer. Few business men
are better known in that section of Ottawa
County of which Oak Harbor is the center
than Leslie E. Meyer, who not only enjoys
a successful position in banking and general
business affairs but has also given much of his

time and attention to the duties and respon-
sibilities of citizenship.

Born in Danbury Township of Ottawa
County October 24, 1874, he is a son of
Edward H. and Emma (Grey) Meyer. His
father was a merchiant. Educated in the pub-
lic schools, Mr. Meyer was himself a teacher
for two years, and from that he came into

the Oak Harbor State Bank as a clerk. Fidel-

ity to duty and a willing industry brought
him successive promotion, and since January,
1908, he has been cashier. He is also treas-

urer of the Oak Harbor Fruit Company.
For six years Mr. Meyer was postmaster

at Oak Harbor and resigned that office on
account of other duties. For ten years he
was clerk of the village, and is now a member
of the board of public service. He is affiliated

with the Ma.sonic Order, up to and including
the thirty-second degree of Scottish Rite, and
also with the Knights of Pythias.

On September 11, 1901, j\Ir. Meyer married
Miss Laura Luella Leow of Ottawa County.
They have three sons : Walter Dimsdale, Les-

lie Evan and Robert Bruce.

Russell Bordeaux. Some of the most sub-

stantial business interests at Oak Harbor
reflect the enterprise of Russell Bordeaux,
whose home has been in Ottawa County for

more than twenty-live years. Originally a

mason by trade, he made that a basis for a

contracting biisiness, and now has a large

plant for the manufacturing of builders'

materials and enjoys a niimber of substantial

relations with the flourishing little community
of Oak Harbor.
Born m ilaumee, Ohio, December 6, 1872,

he is a son of Noah and Eliza (Peltier) Bor-
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deaux. His father was for many years

engaged in merchandising. Russell Bordeaux
gained his early education in the public

schools, and in 1888 came to Ottawa County.

He learned the trade of mason, and has ever

since been engaged in mason contracting, at

first on a modest scale and in later years with

considerable capital and a trained staff of

men capable of undertaking almost any con-

tract in that line. One feature of his present

business is the manufacture of concrete build-

ing blocks, his plant having a large daily

capacity, and he also handles all classes of

builders' supplies, lime, cement, and other

products, and has about seven persons on his

regular payroll.

Mr. Bordeaux is also a director in the

National Druggist and ilanufaeturing Com-
pany of Oak Harbor, and is manager of the

Home Building Company, a building and loan

organization. He is now president of the Oak
Harbor Business Men's A-ssociation, and en-

joys the complete confidence of the entire

community. He is a member of the school

board and for two years served on the village

council. Mr. Bordeaux has been much inter-

ested in Masonrj-, is a past master of his lodge,

served as high priest of the Royal Arch Chap-

ter in 1915, and is a thirty-second degree Scot-

tish Rite Mason. In Odd Fellowship he is a

past noble grand, and is an elder in the Chris-

tian Church.

On May 31, 1889, he married Miss Ida Vin-

ing of Oak Harbor. Six children were born

to their union : Olive Emma, the wife of Harry

Wheeler, of Duquoin, Illinois; Opal ^Marie,

who married Oscar Zehner, of Oak Harbor,

Ohio; Hattie Odessa; Mrs. Charles M.

Schwartz, of Detroit, Michigan ; Mary Olelia

;

Ovivian Leone ; and Adelle Mayse.

William Jones. For many years Mr. and

Mrs. Jones have lived in a comfortable and

commodious home in the City of Van Wert.

It was nearly half a century ago that they

married and started out together, young and

ambitious, to make that success for which

their talents fitted them. They have gained

success and prosperity, and also that esteem

and admiration paid to people who have a

purpose in life, who perform their duties

and obligations without regard to the con-

sequences for themselves, and who have

arrived at that impressive point in their

mutual careers where they will soon—as

everyone hopes—celebrate their golden wed-
ding anniversary.

Mr. Jones is now one of the largest tax-

payers in Van Wert County. It is significant

of his career of industry when it is stated
that the first tax he ever paid to support
the local and state government was 48 cents.

Some of his thrifty virtues have doubtless

been inherited from his Welsh ancestry. Wil-
liam Jones was born in North Wales, August
10, 1845. His father, David Jones, was a native
of the same section of Wales, and the family
have been Welsh as far back as can be traced.

David Jones acquired a good education and
was a musician. He spent his active life in

Wales and died there about 1848. His wife,

Elizabeth Thomas, was also born in North
Wales, a daughter of Levds and Margaret
Thomas. Her parents came to America about
1852, , settling in York Township of Van
Wert County, buying land and making im-
provements, then selling it and purchasing
other land. From York Township Lewis
Thomas removed to Hoagland Township,
bought land there, and remained a resident

until his death. He was survived by the
following children : William, Richard, Lewis,
Elizabeth, Ann, Margaret and Ellen.

At the death of her husband Mrs. Elizabeth

Jones was left a widow with two sons. A
few years later she came to America with
her parents, and after living with them a
short time she went to Dayton, where she
found employment. Later she was married
in York Township to Robert Brown, and she
continued to live in that township until her
death in 1864. Her two sons were William
and David. David was a soldier in the Civil

war, a member of one of the regiments of

Ohio heavy artillery, and died of fever. His
remains are now at rest iu the National
Cemetery at Knoxville, Tennessee.
William Jrnes was about seve.i years of

age when he came to America with his mother
and grandparents. The voyage was made by
a sailing vessel, and the ship encountered
some severe storms, so that they were six

weeks before Landing in New York City.

From there they came on to Ohio and to

York Township in Van Wert County. The
date of their settlement it should be remem-
bered was sixty-five years ago. Northwest
Ohio was still a wilderness. Game of all

kinds was found in the woods and on the
prairies, including deer, wild turkey, coon,

porcupines, and numerous other kinds of wild
life, some valuable and some dangerous. Thus
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it was a strictly frontier community in which
William Jones spent his early years. He
lived with his grandparents until his mother
married and then spent part of his time in

her home. The first school he attended was
taught in a log house. He attended school

in four different districts, but in each one
there was a log cabin school. His education

was not gained without considerable exertion

on his part. He worked to pay for his board,
would arise early in the morning and do the

chores, and after walking a mile and a half

or more to school and the same distance back
home, he would again work until after dark.

During one winter he husked corn every
Saturday.

His schooling over he started out to make
his own way by working at daily wages or

by the month. At first he was paid only 25
cents a day, and the first year he was em-
ployed by the month his .salary was $8 for

each month or $96 for the year. Even
then he had more ambition than most boys of

his age, looked ahead to the future, and saved
all he could spare from his meager earnings.

With these savings he made his first purchase
of land, forty acres in York Township, for

which he paid $450. An unfinished log cabin
stood on the land, but not a foot of the soil

had been plowed or was in cultivation.

The outbreak of the war in 1861 found him
a vigorous and hard working country boy,

with a little to show for his expenditure of

energy, and with ambitious plans and proj-

ects for the future. He willingly abandoned
these plans, and in September, 1861, enlisted

in Company E of the Forty-sixth Ohio Volun-
teer Infantry. With that regiment he went
South, and his first great battle was at Shiloh

on the 6th of April, 1862. Thousands of

brave men in both armies laid down their

lives that day, and Jlr. Jones was one of

those carried from the battlefield severely

wounded. He was sent to a hospital at

Paducah, later to Cincinnati, and from there

was returned to Delphos and was cared for

at home until he had recovered from his

wounds. He then rejoined his regiment in

Tennessee in season to participate in the

battle of Missionary Ridge. The following
winter was spent at Seotsboro, Alabama. In
1864 he and his comrades became a part of

Sherman's manificent army and participated

in the constant fighting during the fall of

that year between Chattanooga and Atlanta,

including the siege and capture of that city.

He was in the battle of Jonesboro, and then
Tnl m—10

marched with Sherman to the sea and at

Savannah embarked on a steamer and was
taken to Hilton Head, South Carolina. From
there he and his command again proceeded
on foot through Richmond and into Wash-
ington. The war was over and at Washing-
ton was gathered the finest army of veteran
soldiers ever .seen in the Western Hemisphere,
and Mr. Jones was one of those who marched
in that splendid pageant up Pennsylvania
Avenue before the distinguished commanders
and in front of the White House from which
only a few days before the great President
had been removed by assassination. From
Washington he and his regii^ent were sent
to Louisville, thence to Columbus, and he
was given his honorable discharge.

He had hardly exchanged his uniform for

civilian garb when he 'was once more busy at

work in the hai-yest fields, at wages of $17 a

month. In the winter of 1865-66 Mr. Jones
bought 931/2 acres of land in section 33 of

York Township. The purchase price was
$1,800 and he could pay only a part and
assumed the obligation to pay the balance.

He continued working by the month until his

marriage in 1867, and he and his wife then
removed to his land and set up housekeeping
in a log building, which was chinked and
daubed with mud.
A very small portion of the land had been

cleared for cultivation. The rest was covered

with heavy timber. In the stupendous task

of cutting and clearing away the large trees

Mr. Jones was loyally aided by his good wife,

who went with him into the woods, and
learned to handle the axe and saw with the

expertness of a practical woodsman. For
many months they continued at their task.

Large logs that would now bring a big price

were rolled together and burned in heaps.

Mr. and Mrs. Jones not only put in the hours
of daylight in this work, lout even at night
continued to toil by the light of the burning
wood. Being young, in good health, and
with an ambition to get ahead in the world,

they found the work pleasant as well as

profitable. Some time later Mr. Jones suc-

ceeded in selling the forty acres which he
had bought before the war and applied the

proceeds in pa.\^nent of the land which he

was clearing. Along with the clearing he put
in ditches and drained out the low places,

and as the soil was exceedingly fertile his

fields produced what would now be called

"bumper" crops. Thus in a few years his

farm was paid for, and he at once bought
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more land. Thus he and his good wife con-

tinued working and thriving and they lived

together on their farm until 1889.

In December of that year they came to

Van Wert, bought city property, and since

then they have improved several places in

Van W^ert, including the pleasant home in

which they now reside on South Washington
Street. Besides his town real estate Mr.
Jones has more than 500 acres of land. It

is divided into five farms, and each one is

improved with good buildings, is tile drained,

and is worked to a maximum of yield con-

sistent with the proper conservation of the

resources of t^e soil. In spite of the fact

that he retired from his farm many years ago
Mr. Jones has never been idle, and in fact

idleness has no place in the character either

of himself or his wife.
*

IMrs. Jones before marriage was Miss Annie
E. Spicer. She was born in Wayne County,
Ohio, May 4, 1-840, and they were married
March 27, 1867. Her father, Abraham Spicer,

was bom near Little York in York County,
Pennsylvania, January 6, 1810. He was of

German ancestry. He had four brothers
named Samuel, John, William and George,
and all were orphaned when children ; they
subsequently became separated and Mrs.
Jones' father lost track of them and nothing
is now known by her concerning their where-
abouts or their descendants. Abraham Spicer
learned the trade of miller. He was married
in April, 1834, to Rachel Harvey, and soon
afterward they settled in Cumberland
County, Pennsylvania, but in 1836 removed
to Wayne County, Ohio. There he followed
his trade, but in 1856 bought 160 acres near
Mendon in Mercer County, and continued to

live on this farm until his death on April 11,

1888. For a time after coming to his farm
he operated a mill at Mendon. His wife had
died several years before he passed away.
In the Spicer family were six children : Eliz-

abeth, Samuel, Anna E., Frances, Barbara
and Thomas. Mr. and Mrs. Jones had only
one child, Annie, who was born February 3,

1868, and died October 14, 1875. Mr. and
Mrs. Jones took a very active part in the
United Brethren Church while living in the
country but have not united with any church
in the city.

Charles Fr.\nk Dunn. The present owner
of the Hotel Dunn has conducted its affairs for
many years and under his management it has
steadily increased its patronage and high

standing among the leading hostelries of
Noi-thwest Ohio. Brought up in the hotel

business, his entire career has been spent
therein, and no more genial or courteous host
may be found in Ottawa County than Charles
Frank Dunn, of Curtice. However, while he
has devoted himself closely to the adminis-
tration of his house, Mr. Dunn's reputation
does not rest alone upon his connection there-
with, for during the last twenty years there
has not been a movement launched that has not
had his support, and it is largely through his

efforts and unselfish activities that Curtice has
grown so rapidly and developed so substan-
tially during recent years.

Mr. Dunn was born not far from Curtice,
in Lucas County, Ohio, May 8, 1877, and is

a son of Henry (Harry) and Lena (Misshler)
Dunn. His father was for many years one
of Northwest Ohio's best known hotel keep-
ers, and the lad was early instructed in those
things which go to add to the comfort and
convenience of the guest. As a youth he at-

tended the public schools, completing his edu-
cation at Curtice, to which place he accom-
panied his parents in 1887, when he was ten
years of age, and which place has continued
to be his home. Mr. Dunn continued to apply
himself assiduously to learning every detail

of the business of conducting a hotel, and in

1895 finally decided that he was ready to

embark upon a career of his own. Accord-
ingly, on May 2d of that year he secured by
purchase the Hotel Dunn, and his general
business experience, his knowledge of the
details of the business, and his natural qual-
ifications, have aided him to a well earned suc-

cess. The Hotel Dunn is a house of which
Curtice may be .justly proud, as it is con-
ducted along modern plans, is spacious and
finely equipped, and is first class in every
respect. In 1897 in connection with this

house, Mr. Dunn established a livery busi-

ness, and in 1911 fitted up a garage, having
taken over in that year the agency of the
Buick, King, Hudson and Dart automobiles at

Curtice. He is also the owner of a finely-

cultivated farm of seventy-five acres, on
which he has modern improvements and sub-

stantial and attractive buildings.

Mr. Dunn was the prime mover and orig-

inator of the idea of building the first stone

road, in this section, this becoming a part of

the State Road, and raised the first $500 for

this project. It was also through his enter-

prise and generosity that Curtice was placed
upon the way as a trolley terminal, he buying
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a large lot in the center of the town for a sta-

tion and presenting it to the street ear com-
pany. He also raised the money to defray the

expenses of building a crossing for the W. &
L. B. Railroad, and in many other ways has
shown his public-spirited citizenship and his

desire to further the development of the city

of his adoption. Since its organization, in

1900, Mr. Dunn has been connected with the

building committee of the Knights of the Mac-
cabees, of which lodge he is serving as treas-

urer, and also holds member.ship in the local

lodge of the Loyal Order of Moose.
Mr. Dunn was married to Miss Agnes Cas-

tle, who died in 1898, and they became the

parents of two children, Wallace Charles and
Franklin. Mr. Dunn was again married, Feb-
ruary 16, 1904, being united with i\Iiss Sophia
Hoeflinger, and they have two children : Clif-

ford Edward and Donald Leo. Mr. Dunn is a

democrat in political belief but in local mat-
ters he votes for the man who is best qualified

to fill the office.

Samuel W. May. In the length and breadth
of Henry County there was no more popular
citizen than the late Corporal May. He was
an honored veteran of the Civil War, and for

three years he followed the flag on many a

hard fought Southern battlefield. He was a

useful citizen in every sense of the term, pros-

pered through his enterprise as a farmer, and
left a fine estate for his children. Though he
was affiliated with the political party which
is strongly in the minority in Henry County,
he at one time came within twenty votes of

being elected county commissioner. He held

nearly all the local offices in the school and
village, and even better than the results of

his material success he left to his descendants
an honored name. Mrs. May, who survives

him and lives in the Village of Florida, is

widely known socially in the county and is an
active member of the Woman's Relief Corps.

In Stark County, Ohio, Samuel W. Jlay was
born November 8, 1841. He lived almost

three-quarters of a century, passing away at

his home in the Village of Florida May 25,

1916. His father, Lewis May, and his mother,

Nancy Truby, were both natives of Pennsyl-

vania, but were married in Stark County,
Ohio. All their children were born in Stark

County and it was only a few years after the

birth of the late Corporal May that the fam-
ily came in 1845 to Henry County. Henry
County was then pretty much on the frontier,

and the roads thither were all unimproved

highways. The family journeyed with cov-

ered wagons and teams, and spent many days
in making the trip. Arriving here Lewis May
entered a tract of Government land, contain-
ing eighty acres, on the south side of the Mau-
mee River in Flatrock Township. The entire

country was wild, and the family like most of
the other early settlers had their first home in

a log cabin. Lewis May was a hardy and
rugged pioneer character and in the course
of time cleared up and developed a good farm.
He died at the age of fifty-five, and after his

death his widow located at a little home on
the ]Maumee River and pa.ssed away at the

age of seventy-two. Both were devout people
in their religious activities and were members
of the Bible Christian Church. All their

children are living except the late Samuel W.
May. The daughter ^lary married Jeremiah
Huston, who enlisted early in the war as a
member of the Sixty-eighth Ohio Volunteer
Infantry in Company F, and being taken ill

during the first year of his service was fur-

loughed home and died on the boat while
returning. He was about twenty-five or twen-
ty-six years of age when he diedi He left

three children, all of whom are living except
the daughter Louisa, who died as the mother
of three children. The two sons of Mrs. Jere-
miah Huston are Samuel D. and Lewis R,,

both of whom are married and have families,

and the former is a machinist at Danville,
Illinois, and the latter in Napoleon. Harri-
son May, the second child of Lewis ]\Iay and
wife, also served as a soldier in the Sixty-

eighth Ohio Volunteer Infantry and is now
a retired farmer at Defiance, Ohio, and has
four sons. The third in age was the late

Corporal May. Alcetta is the wife of Philip

Huston, a brother of the late Jeremiah Hus-
ton, and Philip was also a soldier, serving
in the Fourteenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry
and is now deceased. His widow is living in

Liberty Center of Henry County and has two
daughters.

Samuel W. May grew up on the old farm
in Henry County and found ample employ-
ment for his youthful strength in assisting

in its clearing and cultivation. He was about
twenty years of age when early in 1862 he
enlisted in Company F of the Sixty-eighth
Ohio Volunteer Infantiy and went to the

front. He was in all of the thirty-two battles

of that gallant regiment, and after his three

years expired he veteranized and was with the
fighting armies until the close of the war. He
was never captured or wounded and came out
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with the rank of coi-poral. He participated

in the Grand Review at Washington and then

returned home.
This splendid veteran of the Union contin-

ued to live in Henry County, married in a few
years, and then bought forty acres of partly

improved land, on which he lived and followed

farming for about fifteen years. He then sold

his first property and bought nearly 118 acres

on the Maumee River near Girty Island. That
farm he developed into one of the finest in

Henry County. He erected a fine set of farm
buildings, and kept his land and the build-

ings up to the best state of repair and effi-

ciency. For a number of years he grew the

very finest crops, and before his death the land

was worth $200 an acre. In 1903 Mr. May
retired to the Village of Florida and resided

in a comfortable home on Main Street until

his death.

In October, 1868, he was married in Flat-

rock Township to ilrs. Catherine Kaylor,

widow of Samuel Kaylor. Samuel Kaylor was
also a veteran of the Civil war. having served

from the beginning to the end as a private in

Company P of the Sixty-eighth Ohio Volun-

teer Infantry, being a comrade of Corporal

May. He died five months after his marriage
in January, 1866, leaving no children. ^Irs.

May, whose maiden name was Catherine Dan-
cer, was born in Ashland County, Ohio, Jan-

uary 2, 1848, and when six years of age was
brought to the Village of Florida in Henry
County, by her parents, John and Margaret
(Huston) Dancer. Her parents were both

natives of Ashland County, Ohio, and were
married near Mansfield. Her father became
a stock buyer, but when Mrs. May was a young
girl the family moved to the Village of Flor-

ida, making the removal in covered wagons
and spending several days on the journey.

They located near the canal, where her par-

ents for several years kept a boarding house

for the canal men, and also provided quarters

for the horses employed an the tow-path. Her
father also conducted a store, but after some
years sold out his business and then bought
a farm of 160 acres in Napoleon Township
near the Village of Florida. He improved this

farm in many ways, built up ho\;ses, added
eighty acres to his first purchase, and there

his wife died in 1896 at the age of seventy-

two. Mr. Dancer subsequently lived with his

granddaughter, Mrs. Emma Shively and died

at the age of eighty-four. He was a very influ-

ential republican in this county, and he and
his wife were members of the Methodist

Church. Besides Mrs. May the children in the

Dancer family were George and Jeremiah, the

latter dying at the age of ten years.

Corporal and Mrs. May became the parents
of five children. The daughter Dora, who died
three years ago, was the wife of Philip Smith
and she left two sons, Howard and Arlie.

George, who is now a farmer near Westhope,
Ohio, married Rose Franz and has children

named Bernice, Paul and Dorothy. Madge
is the wife of Edward Grossman, who spent

twelve years as a school teacher and is now
on rural delivery service out of Napoleon,
where he resides ; he and his wife are the par-

ents of Audrey and Helen, both of whom are

well educated in the Napoleon High School

and the former is a successful teacher.

Charles, the next in age of Mrs. May's chil-

dren, is a farmer in Liberty Township, and
by his marriage to Nettie Heflinger, has two
daughters. Fern and Eva. Bessie, the young-
est child, married Frank Leonhai'dt, and the.y

own and occupy the old May homestead ; their

two children are Donald and Catherine.

Leo G. Kellermeyer. From farmer boy
to one of the responsible positions in the

courthouse of Auglaize County is in brief the

record of Leo G. Kellermeyer, who is now
serving with commendable efficiency in the

office of county recorder. He began his

duties in that office September 6, 1915, and
is successor of former Recorder James Killian,

who remained as assistant or deputy to Mr.
Kellermeyer.
Born in Auglaize County at New Bremen,

July 12, 1865, Leo G. Kellermeyer is a son

of Fred C. and Mar.y Anna (Buehler) Keller-

meyer. His paternal grandfather, Henry
Kellermeyer, was a shoemaker by trade and
spent his last years in Auglaize County. His
maternal grandfather, George Buehler, who
also died in Auglaize County, wa.s a cabinet

maker, and some of the furniture which that

skillful and methodical workman made is now
carefully preserved by his descendants.

Mr. and Mi's. Fred C. Kellermeyer were
married in Auglaize County. Fred Keller-

meyer was born in Germany in January, 1835,

and his wife in February, 1839. They were
brought to America as children. Fred C.

Kellermeyer worked as a laborer, learned the

trade of shoemaker, and afterwards owned a
shoe shop in New Bremen. From there, when
Leo Kellermeyer was a child, about 1872, he

moved his family to a farm in St. Marys
Township, and he lived in that town until
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his death on December 12, 1916. Though he

started life poor, he acquired sufficient means
by constant industry to provide well for his

family and secure a home of comfort for de-

clining years. He had been honored by his

fellow citizens and from 1900 to 1907 served

as county commissioner. He was a demo-
crat, had taken an active part in politics,

and is a man of good education and of high
character. He and his wife were members
of St. Paul's Lutheran Church. They had
eight children : Mary, wife of William
Weasch, a farmer in St. Marys Township;
Edwin, a retired farmer at St. Marys; Leo
G. ; Irma, wife of Craig Quellhorst, a retired

farmer at New Bremen; Ewald, a farmer in

St. Marys Township ; Fred, Jr., formerly a
farmer and now a carpenter at St. Marys;
August, a farmer in St. Marys Township ; and
Lillian, wife of Benjamin Eisley, a farmer in

Logan Township. Mrs. Fred C. Kellermeyer
is still living in Auglaize County.
Leo Kellermeyer was reared on a farm.

He attended the district schools and St. Marys
High School, and after his education he spent
four years as a farm hand employed by Henry
Coop. In 1890 he left the farm to serve an
apprenticeship with the St. Marys Machine
Company, and learned that business in every
detail. He was connected with that old and
reliable industrial concern of Auglaize County
for almost a quarter of a century, and retired

from his responsibilities there only when his

fellow citizens called him to his present honor
as county recorder.

Mr. Kellermeyer is the type of citizen of

whom any community would be proud. He
has worked faithfully and intelligently in

behalf of local improvements in his home
town of St. Marys and in the county at large,

and for six years, from 1908 to 1912, he
served as member and president of St. Marys
Council. In the party primaries of 1914 he
was nominated by a majority of 450 votes

over five other candidates, in the November
election of 1914 he went into office with a

margin of 850 votes over his opponent and
at the election held November, 1916, he was
re-elected for a second term, leading the whole
county ticket.

Mr. Kellermeyer is a member of St. Paul's
Lutheran Church. He has been prominent
in Odd Fellowship and belongs to Shawnee
Lodge No. 75, Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, at St. Marys, and to Encampment
No. 40, and has passed all the chairs of the
Encampment.

William J. Gackel. About twenty-three
years ago William J. Gackel came from Deh-
ance County to the Village of Florida in

Henry County. Ever since he has been a

dynamic source of energy and enterprise in

that locality. Successful in business, he has
made his energy count in various other direc-

tions and any city might be proud to possess

such a live wire.

His principal business is general hardware.
He has a large double store 40 by 60 feet,

and that store carries everything in the hard-
ware line to supply the wants of the surround-
ing agricultural community. His shelves are
laden with hardware supplies, sundries,
paints, and he also cai'ries a complete stock
of heavy hardware, stoves and ranges, etc.

Outside is a warehouse 45 by 50 feet, stocked
with farm implements. He also has extensive
yards for lumber and building supplies and
he makes it a point to furnish everything
which the trade demands, and if he does not
have the article in stock he is more than will-

ing and ready to procure it promptly.
Mr. Gackel is what is familiarly termed a

"hu.stling business man." He established
his store in Florida largely on his own
account, though he succeeded a former hard-
ware merchant, Mr. Jones, in 1899. Mr.
Gackel several years ago perfected arrange-
ments with the Auglaize Power Company, so
that the village now has electric lights. In

^fact he is credited with having a hand in the
starting of every improvement in the village
during the past twenty years.

Mr. Gackel was born in Richland Township,
of Defiance County, Ohio, December 14, 1872.
He grew \ip there on a fann, receiving his
education in the district schools, and came
to Florida after reacliing manhood.
He is of French and German stock. His

father was Fred Gackel and his grandfather
was Henry Gackel. Henry Gackel came to
America from Alsace, then a French province,
when his son, Fred, was fifteen years of age.
The family left Havre, France, and spent
sixty days in a very ti-ying ocean trip before
arriving in New York. Coming on west they
located near Bryan, in Williams County,
Ohio, where Henry Gackel settled upon aiid
cleared up a tract of wild land. The family
in the early days lived in a typical log cabin.
Henry Gackel and wife spent the rest of their
years in Defiance County. He died at the
age of fifty-six years and she at the age of
sixty-five. They were of Lutheran stock and
were very substantial and active pioneers.
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Fred Gackel, who was born in 1831, grew to

manhood in Williams County, saw much of

pioneer conditions when a boy, and then

removed to Richland Township of Defiance

County, where he married Elizabeth Deach.

She was born in Bavaria, Germany, and was
brought to America when quite young. Her
people also crossed the ocean on a sailing ves-

sel and spent many weeks in the voyage
between Hamburg and New Yoi"k. From
there they came to Defiance County, and her

father developed a new home in the wilder-

ness. Her parents died when quite old in

Richland Township.
After their marriage Fred Gackel and wife

located on a farm of 180 acres in Defiance

County, developed a first class home, and
lived there until about twenty-three years

ago when they retired to the Village of

Florida. Mrs. Gackel died there some years

later. William J. Gackel was one of a family

of three sous and two daughters.

In Florida Village he married Flora Bru-
baker, who was born and reared at Florida.

Her father, Frank Brubaker, is a prominent
old timer in Heniy County and is a veteran

of the Civil war, being now retired from the

active responsibilities of farming. Mrs.

Gackel 's mother died about twenty-four years

ago. Mrs. Gackel has one sister, Eva, the

widow of Edmund Reddig.
Mr. and Mrs. Gackel have a bright and

promising daughter. Alpha, who was born_

April 15, 1903. She is now pursuing her

studies in the seventh grade of the public

schools. Mr. and Mrs. Gackel take an active

part in the social affairs of the village, and
Mr. Gackel has served as corporation treas-

urer. Politically he is a democrat.

Charles W. Brinkman. The importance

of the Village of Florida in Henry County as

a trading center largely depends upon a gen-

eral store which has been conducted in that

village for half a century or more, and for

the past seventeen years its proprietor has

been Charles W. Brinkman. The business

was originally established by John Long, Sr.,

one of the pioneer merchants of Henry
County, and he was succeeded by John Long,

Jr., who conducted the store about eighteen

years. The successor of these merchants,

Charles W. Brinkman, has continued the busi-

ness very much along the same lines as his

predecessors, though with such moditicatidus

as changing circumstances demand. He car-

ries in his stock everything necessary to

supply the local market, his trade extending
over a wide radius around Florida.

The enterprising qualities of Mr. Brinkman
as a merchant were well illustrated a few
years ago. On July 28, 1912, his store, its

entire stock of goods, and also the postoffice,

which was conducted by his clerk, were
destroyed by fire and not a penny's worth of

goods was saved. Without an instant's hesi-

tation Mr. Brinkman laid plans for rebuilding,

and in a few weeks had a solid cement block

building erected on the original foundation,

30 by 50 feet, the building being thirteen feet

high at the eaves. Here he has continued to

serve the public with a well assorted stock of

merchandise.
Mr. Brinkman was born in Flat Rock Town-

ship, of Henry County, November 27, 1868.

He was reared on a farm on the south side

of the Maumee River, and acquired his educa-

tion in the local schools. His early training

as a farmer has kept him in close touch with

the agricultural community, and has been an
advantage rather than a handicap in his

business work.

His parents were John and Harriet

(Schull) Brinkman. Both were natives of

Crawford County, Ohio. His grandfather,

Christopher Brinkman, was of German par-

entage, was a farmer and cabinet maker.

Some very substantial ehaii's which he made
as a cahinet maker are still kept as valued

and useful relics in the family. After the

marriage of John Brinkman and wife in

Crawford County they lived there some years.

In that county were born three children:

Mary, Amanda and Louisa. About the close

of the Civil war the family removed to Henry
County, locating on an almost new farm in

Flat Rock Township. The children born in

this township were John A., born in 1865,

and Charles W. John Brinkman was a very

industrious farmer, and besides improving the

greater part of his own 137 acres he erected a

substantial house and barn. His death oc-

curred there September 28. 1886, when fifty-

six years of age. His wife died in September,

1896, and she, too, was fifty-six. They were

members of the German Reform Church and

he took a very active part in democratic poli-

tics, serving his township as trustee and in-

other offices. All the children have had chil-

dren of their own, and two of the daughters

are now widows and one son has lost his wife.

After reaching his ma.iority Charles W.
Brinkman married Daisy D. Hall. She was

l)orn and reared in Lucas County, Ohio, a
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daughter of Eugene aud Fannie (Guyer)
Hall, both natives of Ohio, probably of Lucas
Couuty. They were married in Lucas County
aud afterwards moved to Henry County,
loeatiug at the Village of Florida. Eugene
Hall for a number of years conducted aud
owned a canal boat, but finally removed to

West Virginia, whei-e for the jiast twenty
years or more he lias liccii iiss-iiriatc<l with a

prominent company dl hiiiiln )• maiiiifaftui'ers

and dealers. He is uuw well kuuwii to the

lumber trade over that section, aud has been
greatly prospered. Mrs. Brinkman's mother
now lives in Toledo with her aged mother, who
is ninety-four years of age and quite feeble.

Mrs. Brinkman 's maternal grandfather Guyer
was very prominent in the early days of Lucas
Couuty. He served as sheriff of that coimty
when the courtliouse aud county seat were at

Mauiiice, and he met his death while in the

perfiii-iiianrc of his duties. He was protecting

a laiiil) licliiiiiiiiig to his daughter from the

attack of a inaihnan and was killed. That
tragedy occuri'i'd alioiit three scoi'e \ ears ago.

After tlK'ir maiTia-v Mv. and Airs, Brink-
man lived ou a ianii until IStiS, and he then
came to Florida and bought the Long store.

They are the parents of three children

:

P^ugene, a daughter, is a graduate of the Mary
Hall Kindergarten aud Experimental School.

where she had two years of teaehinu experi-

ence, and completed her work theie in IUKJ.

Erma, now eighteen years of age. w^is 'jiadu-

ated from the Napoleon High School in ihe

spring of 1916, finished a course in the Deli-

ance Normal in the summer of the same year
and is now engaged in teaching. Doiudd.
born in December, 1902, is still attending the

grade schools. Mi-. Urinknnin and faiiiil,\- ai'e

active members nf the .Methodist H|iisi-o|ial

Church. For ten years lie served as a mem-
ber of the .school board, and also tilled the

office of corporation clerk one term. Politi-

cally he is a democrat. He belongs to the

National L'niou and the Knights of the

Maccabees.

T. A. Campbell, M. D. A wide circle of

patron.s and friends recognize Doctor Camp-
bell as one of the leading physicians of Wapa-
koneta and Auglaize County. He has prac-

ticed steadily there since his graduation from
medical college in 1897, and his professional

ability is as high as his professional standing.
He has been unusually successful in the treat-

ment of diseases of women, and that is his

specialty.

Doctor Campbell early in life determined
what he would do aud he was willing to risk

practically every hazard in order to complete
the requisite preparation for his medical
career. Thus when he began practice his

cash capital amounted to only 2 cents and he
was $5,000 in debt, a debt incurred largely
for his education and living expenses before
he graduated.
He was born on a farm in Auglaize County,

January 2, 1875, a son of George and Sarah
A. (Chiles) Campbell. His paternal grand-
father was Ambrose Campbell, who was born
in Virginia of Scotch parents. The maternal
gi-andfather, James M. Chiles, was born in

Auglaize County, Ohio, and his father was
one of the pioneers of that county. George
Campbell, father of Doctor Campbell, was
born in Virginia, in 1823, and was brought
to Ohio when three yeai's of age, the family
settling near Columbus. During his active
career he followed farming and dealing in

livestock, and was quite successful. He died
May 4, 1885. Most of his active career was
spent in Auglaize County, where he located
at the age of twenty-one, buying a farm.
By his marriage to Miranda Burton he had
six children, and two of the sons are still

living, Jerry, of Auglaize County, and George
W. For his second wife George Campbell
married Sarah A. Chiles, who was born in

Auglaize County in 1844 and is still living.

There was also six children by this union, and
the three now living are: Dr. T. A. Camp-
bell

; J. M. Guy Campbell, who lives on the
old homestead; and Zelia, wife of Clinton
Armstrong of Piqua, Ohio. George Camp-
bell and wife were faithful members of the
Christian Union Church, and in politics he
was a democrat.

Doctor Campbell was graduated from the

Wapakoneta High School in 1893 and soon
afterward entered the University of Cincin-
nati, where he completed his course in medi-
cine in 1897. He at once returned to Wapa-
koneta and began the practice which has
since grown to such large and profitable pro-
portions.

On August 8, 1895, he married Virgie
Williams, daughter of Judge J. S. Williams,
who for a number of years was probate judge
of Auglaize County. Mrs. Campbell died in

February, 1896. On October 26, 1897, he
married Blanche Jarman, who was born in

Maysville, Kentucky, and died June 18, 1911.
She was the mother of two children : Pera
N'. R. E., now in high school, and Zenith G.
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E., ako in high school. On February 14,

1912, Doctor Campbell married Emma Flory,

who was born in Pleasant Hill, Ohio. Mrs.

Campbell is an active member of the Pres-

byterian Church.
Doctor Campbell takes much interest in

fraternal affairs, is a member of the lodge

and encampment of the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows, having passed the various

official chairs in those degrees, and has also

filled the chairs in the Knights of Maccabees,

and is a member of the Woodmen of the

World, the Modern Woodmen of America,

the Modern Brotherhood, the Woodmen's
Circle and belongs to the Sehwaebiscber Unter
Stuetzungs-Verein. In politics he is a

democrat.

Fred A. Gunn. A representative of the

old pioneer stock in Noi'thwest Ohio Fred A.

Gunn has spent his active lifetime near

Napoleon, and over Henry County he is known
far and wide as proprietor of Brookside Farm
in section 28 of Napoleon Township.

He is a son of the late honored Edward
McCartney Gunn, who was one of the first

white children born in Henry County. He
first saw the light on the old Gunn homestead,

February 10, 1821, and died at a ripe old age

at his home in Waterville Township, March
9, 1914. There were few better known and
none more respected in his community than

Edward M. Gunn. His parents were Charles

and Elizabeth (Mattic) Gunn, both probably

natives of Ohio. The great-grandfather was
Elijah Gunn, a native of Massachusetts, who
had come to Ohio when it was still a part of

Northwest Territory, and lived for some years

near Cleveland when that was just starting

to grow. Later he moved to Waterville, Ohio,

and finally came to Henry County, purchasing

property in Napoleon Township from the

Government. All this country was then

sparsely settled, only here and there had set-

tlers placed their cabins' and begun the work
of development, and in this and surrounding
counties a few points had been selected as a

trading center or as sites of mills, and the

roads leading to such places were mere trails

blazed through the woods. Elijah Gunn made
some improvements on the Back Farm and
there he passed away at the venerable age of

ninety-six, being one of the true pioneers of
Henry County. Charles Gunn, father of

Edward M. Gunn, was still a young man when
his father came to Western Ohio, and had
spent a portion of his younger life near

Cleveland. He found his wife. Miss Mattic,
in Cuyahoga County, and they were married
about 1800. On moving to Henry County
they located in Damascus Township, where
he and his wife were among the first to make
a clearing in the wilderness, and when the
entire Maumee Valley was populated by
Indians and a few trader settlers. They died
within a few weeks of each other in the year
1832.

Edwai'd McCartney Gunn grew up in

Henry County and his playmates wei-e chiefly

Indians, and he was very popular among the
red men. A French-Indian halfbreed was
especially fond of this young white boy, and
gave him the name Edward McCartney Gunn.
After the death of his parents he lived with
Elijah Gunn in Flatrock Township until 1847,
when he located on a new farm in section 28 in

Napoleon Township and there worked out a
thrifty career, accumulating more than 200
acres of rich alluvial lands and becoming well

known as a successful and prosperous farmer.
On June 6, 1847, he married Miss Jane Stone,

who was boi-n in Onondaga County, New
York, July 20, 1828. daughter of Joseph and
Polly (Milliugton) Stone, both of whom were
of New England ancestry, the former a native

of Massachusetts and the latter of Vermont.
The Stone family came to Ohio in the very
early days and Joseph Stone, who was a stone-

cutter by trade, died from cholera when that

disease was epidemic in Defiance, Ohio, at the

age of sixty-five. His widow lived with her
daughter, Mrs. Edward Gunn, for twenty-
four years and died at the age of eighty-six.

She was one of the real pioneer women of

Northwest Ohio, and was always busy until

her last days. Even in later days she found
work for her fingers, and she long bore the

reputation of being the best cheese maker in

Henry County. Mrs. Edward M. Gunn died

October 19, 1909. Both were active members
of the Presbyterian Church. Edward M.
Gimn cast his first presidential ballot for

William Henry Harrison, and afterwards sup-

ported the whig party and still later the

republican organization.

A descendant of these worthy Ohio pioneers,

Fred A. Gunn was born on the farm that he

now owns and occupies July 5, 1866. He was
reared and well educated in local schools and
by practical experience, and has spent his

active career on the old homestead, and is

now owner of 133 acres of black loamy soil,

which grows every cereal known to Ohio and

also all kinds of vegetables. He has pursued
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diversified farming, raising a number of good

grades of cattle, hogs and horses, and has

supplied his farm with all the necessary equip-

ment in the way of barns and machinery.

His principal stock and grain barn stands on

a foundation -10 by 60 feet, and there is an-

other barn 40 by 70 feet used exclusively for

the storage of grain and other farm products.

He and liis family occupy a roomy and sub-

stantial house of nine rooms. Mr. Gunn has

had control of the old homestead for a great

many years.

In Napoleon Township he married Rose

Shumaker, who was born, reared and edu-

cated in Henry County, and is a daughter

of Joseph and Mary (Wiler) Shumaker. Her
father was born in Wayne County, Ohio, and

her mother in Pennsylvania. They were mar-

ried in Crawford County, Ohio, and prior to

the Civil war located in Henry County, where

her father improved a good farm out of the

woods, and lived there until his death when
past eighty-five years of age. Her mother

died at the age 'of seventy-six. They were

reared in the German Reformed Church but

later were consistent Presbyterians, while Mr.

Shumaker was a democrat. Mr. Gunn is now-

serving as assessor of Napoleon Township,

being in his second term.

Mr. and -Mrs. (TUini are the parents of four

children: linward i... who married Helen

Rasmus of l-'latrork Township, is connected

with the Hollinshead Furniture Company of

Napoleon. Ortis E., now twenty-two years

of age, was reared and educated on the old

homestead in Napoleon Township and is still

with his father. Burdette is nineteen years

of age and has finished his education in the

local scliools. The youngest is Myron, now
nine years of age, and attending school.

Henry J. Riessen. As evidenced in a fine

country home, a productive and highly valu-

able farm, and all the improvements and com-

forts of country life, one of the most substan-

tial men of Henry County is Henry J. Ries-

sen. His home is on section 11 of Napoleon
Township, and the fine display of industry

and thrift shown there is entirely a result of

his well directed efforts through a purposeful

career beginning in early youth and contin-

uing to the present daj'.

He was born in Obendorf, Holstein, Ger-

many, March 2, 1857. His people had lived

in Holstein for several generations, first as

subjects of Denmark and later of Germany.
His parents were Henry and Dora (Jahn)

Riessen, also natives of Holstein. The mother
died in the old country at the age of forty-

two. Her first husband was a Mr. Redman,
and by that union there was one son, Charles
Redman, who is now living in Napoleon Town-
ship of Henry County. Henry Riessen, the
father, was a weaver by trade, an occupation
he followed in the old country until 1869.
Then with his three children, Charles Redman
and his son Henry and a daughter Matilda,
who died in Henry County unmarried at the

age of thirty-two, he set out for the New
World. The little family party traveled from
Kiel to Hamburg, thence took passage to Liv-
erpool, and from there on an English liner

crossed the ocean to Boston. From there they
went west to Detroit, then to Toledo, and they
arrived in Henry County June 2, 1869. After
a j'ear of miscellaneous labor at wages, the

father bought forty acres of wild land, and
devoted all his time and energy to its improve-
ment. His subsequent career was spent in

Henry County as a practical farmer, and he
died a number of years ago in Napoleon
Township at the age of sixty-four. He was
a Lutheran and a democrat in politics.

Henry J. Riessen, whose mother died when
he was nine years old, received his early train-

ing in German schools, and had only three

months of schooling after he came to this

country. He early learned to rely upon his

own efforts, and his independent vigorous

career has brought him the best of rewards
in material circumstances and also in the

esteem of his community. He has acquired
and improved a fine place of 123 acres in sec-

tion 11 of Napoleon Township, and has done
much to equip his farm with the best and most
up to date improvements. In his gi-oup of

buildings is a barn on a foundation 36x48
feet, a granary 24x36 feet, a cow shed
18x36 feet, and a garage 14x20. His home
is one of the most attractive in that part of

the township, a modern ten-room house. Mr.
Riessen finds his profit chiefly in the grow-
ing of good stock, cattle, hogs and horses and
his fields produce all the staple cereals raised

in this section of Ohio. Mr. Riessen was mar-
ried in Napoleon Township to Miss Mary E.

Snyder. She was born in Henry County Jan-
uary 12, 1855, and has spent practically all

her life there, being a woman of superior intel-

ligence and an excellent homemaker. Her
parents were Henry and Christiana (Meyers)
Snyder. Her father was born in Ohio or

Pennsylvania and her mother in Stark
County, Ohio, but of German parentage.
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They were married in Henry County. Mr.

Snyder served three years as a soldier of the

Union during the Civil war. He was once

wounded in the heel, and he spent three

months as a prisoner in Belle Isle. His years

after the war were spent as a farmer in Napo-

leon Township, where his wife died January

12, 1881, when about forty-one years of age.

She was the mother of nine children, five

sons and four daughters, and all are living

except one of the sons. With the exception

of one son, those still living are married and

have children of their own.

Mrs. Riessen, the oldest of the children, is

the mother of a son and a daughter. Charles

H., aged thirty-four, is a bachelor, and still

lives at home with his parents. Mary Chris-

tina, also at home, finished her education in

the local public schools. The family are all

members of Emanuel Lutheran Church, and

Mr. Riessen and his son are democrats.

Thom-vs E. Marshall. The work he has

done in business and public afi'airs has made
Thomas E. Marshall one of the best known
citizens of Auglaize County. A mark of this

fame in the August primaries of 1916, when
he was nominated by two votes over several

competitors a.s democratic candidate for the

office of county treasurer in Auglaize County.

Mr. Marshall has been very active in demo-

cratic politics since casting his first vote, and

has served as clerk of the town council of

St. Marys and on the ward committee.

He was born in St. Marys, Auglaize

County, March 27, 1882, and in both the

paternal and maternal lines represents some

of the very old and honored families of this

portion of" Ohio. He is a son of Samuel K.

and Priscilla ( Smith ) Marshall, both of whom
are now living at St. Marys. His paternal

grandparents were James A. and Nancy Mary
Marshall, the former born in 1822 and died

September 13, 1860, and the latter born in

1824 and died in 1877.- Smallpox was the

disease which carried both of them away.

They arrived in Auglaize County in pioneer

times, and James A. Marshall acquired land

from the Government during President

Polk's administration. Mr. Marshall's mater-

nal grandparents were Henry P. and Mary
Smith, both of whom were bom in Auglaize

County and are still living at the advanced
ages of eighty-two and seventy-seven, respec-

tively. The Smiths were among the very first

white people to locate and make homes in

this part of Northwest Ohio. Samuel K.

Marshall was bom in Auglaize County, Feb-
ruary 4, 1851, and his wife was bom there

October 22, 1860. The former followed fish-

ing for some yeai-s, afterward lived on his

farm in this county, but in 1900 removed
with his family to the Town of St. Marys.
He is a democrat in politics, has served as

democratic ward committeeman, as assessor

and on the school board. His wife is active

in the Methodist Episcopal Church. Of the

seven children born to Samuel K. Marshall
and wife five are now living : Julius is private

secretary and manager in an oil concern at.

Tulsa, Oklahoma; Thomas E.; Belva L., a

school teacher; Nellie, clerk in a store at St.

Marys ; and Mary, a bookkeeper with the First

National Bank.
Thomas E. Marshall after graduating from

high school at St. Marys in 1899 entered a

machine shop to learn the trade. While there

he carried a course in the International Cor-
respondence School of Scranton, and thus
perfected himself in theory while his daily

work gave him abundant practical experience.

For six months he was employed in the Gas
Engine Supply Company at Muncie, Indiana,

and then returning home became shipping
clerk in a box factory at St. Marys. He has
proved a competent and efficient workman in

every capacity, and is now warehouseman
under Mr. Long in the Ohio Oil Company.

In 1904 he married Miss Neva Elizabeth

Baxter, whose former home was near Grand
Rapids, Michigan. They have a family of

three children : James B., Evelyn Irene and
George Kenton, all of them now in the public

schools of St. Marj's. Mr. and Mrs. Marshall
are members of the Presbyterian Church, and
fraternally he is affiliated with the lodge,

chapter and council of Masonry and with the

Fraternal Order of Eagles.

Gerhard H. Prior. The grotesque appear-

ing farmer with whom the comic artist has

made us familiar has gone out of vogue in

Northwe.stern Ohio, if, indeed, he ever existed,

and in his place has come a man who appears

well, thinks well, is informed on current

events, and has that sincere desire to elevate

himself to the top notch of his occupation

which cannot fail to secure him some measure

of success. He is prosperous and intelligent,

is a thorough master of the calling which
forms his life work, and commands respect and
attention wherever he goes. To this class

belongs Gerhard H. Prior, one of the prosper-

ous and progressive agriculturists of Henry
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County, the owner of two fine farms in Har-
rison Township, and a man who has honestly

won his own way to his present success. Mr.
Prior was born at Sladenhauser, Hanover,
Germany, October 2, 1851, and is a son of

Louis and Louise (Filling) (Cook) Prior.

Louis Prior was a member of an old and
honorable German Lutheran familj^ of Han-
over, which could trace its ancestry back for

generations in its native land. He was a

farmer in a small way, and by his first mar-
riage had three children : William, Mary and
Adam, all of whom came to this country and
were married, and one of whom, Adam, is still

living in Sandusky County. Ohio, in advanced
years. After the death of his first wife, Louis
Prior was married to ^Irs. Louise (Cook) Fil-

ling, the widow of Herman Filling, who also

had three children: Henry, Fred and Eliza.

Of these, Eliza is living in Sandusky County,
Ohio, is married and has ten children. Fred
is a bachelor and a resident of Sandusky
County. Henry married and located in Napo-
leon Township, Henry County, where he
accumulated a large farm, on which he died
in 1910. He left six children, namely : Louis,

Fred, Henry, William, Mary and Carrie, all

single. But one child was born to the union
of Mr. and Mrs. Prior: Gerhard H., of this

review.

Louis Prior was an earnest, sober and indus-

trious workman, steady in his habits and hon-
orable in his dealings. He was able to make
a living for his family in the old country, but
his ambition reached out beyond that and he
finally decided to try his fortunes in the land
across the water where he had heard that

opportunities in profusion awaited the ener-

getic seeker. Gathering together all the means
that lay at his disposal, with his wife and chil-

dren he boarded a sailing vessel at Bremen,
Germany, in September, 1853, when his son
Gerhard H. was not yet two years old, and
.just six weeks later arrived at the harbor of

New York. From the metropolis the little

party made its way to Toledo, and then all

struck out on foot, through the woods, to

within four miles of Woodville, Sandusky
Coiinty, Ohio, where the father rented a farm.

They found American customs and -methods
different, but the father, with the adaptability

of his race, soon mastered these difficulties,

and after three years of renting was ready
to start on a property of his own. Thus it was
that he purchased a forty-acre tract of wild
land for $300, not a large sura as it would be
viewed now, but at that time representing all

of Jlr. Prior's capital. On this property he
erected a small log cabin, and in this primi-
tive dwelling the children, including Gerhard
H., were reared. In later years, as the family
finances permitted, more commodious and
comfortable buildings were erected, the
ground was cleared and improved, the farm
was brought to -a high state of development,
and there the parents rounded out well-filled

and useful lives, the father dying in 1882, at
the age of seventy-six years, and the mother
eighteen months later, in 1884, when seventy-
two years old. Throughout their lives they
were members of the Lutheran Church, and
their faith was lived every day. They were
charitable and kindly people who were highly
respected in their community, and in their
deaths their locality lost two who had helped
to lay broad and deep the foundation for the
coming generations. Mr. Prior was a dem-
ocrat, but politics played only a small part in
his life, which in the main was devoted to his

home and his family.

Gerhard H. Prior spent the greater part of
his boyhood and youth on the old family home-
stead in the vicinity of Woodville. His early
years were filled with hard, honest toil, for

when he was not assisting in the work of the
homestead, he was helping his father at the
trade of carpenter, and he was compelled to

devote his every leisure moment to study in

order to gain education. When he reached his

majority he was eager to embark upon ven-
tures on his own account, and made the first

move in this direction when he established a
home of his own by his marriage to Miss Mol-
lie Luebker, a resident of Sandusky County.
She was born in Hanover, Germany, in 1870,
and was a child of ten years when brought to

this country by her parents, William and
Anna (Coolman) Luebker, who first located
in Sandusky County. Some years later the
Luebker family removed to Henry County and
settled on a farm in Napoleon ' Township, a
tract of sixty acres. Here the mother died
in December, 1912, at the age of sixty-six

years, while the father still survives at seventy-
three. For many years Sirs. Luebker was
known as one of the devoted Christian women
of her community, a faithful member of the
Lutheran Church, to which her husband also

belongs. He is a democrat in his political

views, and is considered one of the substantial
men of his township, where he is held in high
esteem.

In about 1885, after the birth of two sons,

Mr. and Mrs. Prior left Sandusky County
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and came to Henry County. Here Mr. Prior

purchased eighty acres of land in section 31,

Harrison Township, which he immediately

began to cultivate. He now has a farm fer-

tile and productive, on which he raises fine

crops, and in addition grows a good grade of

horses, cattle, hogs and sheep. He is a keen

and far-sighted business man, secured a good

price for his product in the market, and has

won the friendship and esteem of his associ-

ates by reason of his honorable and straight-

forward methods. In line with his progres-

sive and enlightened views, he has erected a

good set of buildings on his property, includ-

ing a comfortable nine-room residence, and a

large grain barn and garage, 25 by 30 feet,

with suitable and attractive outbuildings. His

equipment has always been of the best,

and the whole property breathes an atmos-

phere of thrift and prosperity. In addition,

Mr. Prior is the owner of forty acres of highly

improved land located in section 28, Harri-

son Township.
Mr. and Mrs. Prior have long been members

of the Lutheran Church, and have reared their

children in that faith. He is a democrat in

his political views, but is not an office seeker,

preferring to give his time and attention to

his farm work. Six children have been born

to Mr. and Mrs. Prior: William, who is his

father's chief assistant in the work of the

farm ; Louise, who ably assists her mother in

the housework; Henry and Marie, who are

attending the Napoleon High School; and
Lucy and Walter, who are students in the

grammar school.

Joseph Russell McAllister. During the

past eleven years. Napoleon Township, in

Henry County, has been the scene of the agri-

cultural activities of Joseph Russell INIcAl-

lister. Formerly a railroad man, at the time

of his marriagej Mr. McAllister began farm-

ing and since then has developed into a prac-

tical and progressive agriculturist who is able

to hold his own among the more experienced

farmei-s of his locality. He is now engaged in

the cultivation of a handsome property located

just south of the city corporation of Napo-

leon, and while his homestead is not as large

as some of the others in the township, its

equipment and the manner in which it is con-

ducted make it a model Ohio farm.

Mr. McAllister was born near Ashland,

Kentucky, September 23, 1880, and is a son

of Joseph R. and Elizabeth (Hannah) McAl-
lister, natives of Kentucky and descendants

respectively of English and Scotch ancestry
His mother was a daughter of William Han-
nah, whose father was born in America and
his mother in England. William Hannah was
born in Kentucky, was there reared, educated
and married, and passed his entire life in the

Blue Grass State, his death occurring in mid-
dle life in the explosion of a boiler in a saw-
mill where he was employed. Joseph R. McAl-
lister died when his son, Joseph R., was. an
infant, leaving also another child, Bertha, who
is the wife of Otto Birkmaier, of Portland,

Oregon, and has two children. Otto, Jr., and
Elizabeth. After the death of her first hus-

band. Mrs. McAllister was again married, be-

ing united with Marion Canby. They now
reside at Tumwater, not far from Olympia,
Washington, and have no children.

When he was still a small child, Joseph
Russell McAllister was taken by his mother
and stepfather to Olympia, Washington, in

the vicinity of which place he was reared to

manhood and received a common school edu-

cation. He grew up an ambitious youth, and
when little more than a lad left home and
secured employment with the Northern Paci-

fic Railroad, the line of which ran near his

stepfather's dwelling, and the next fifteen

years of his life were passed in railroading.

First employed as a brakeman, he worked his

way up by successive stages until he was put
in charge of an engine and for three years

traveled through the West and Middle West
in an engine cab with his hand upon the throt-

tle. His journeyings finally brought him to

Ohio, but it was in St. Paul, Minnesota, that

he met and married the lady who is now his

wife and who prevailed upon him to give up
railroading for agricultural work. Mr. McAl-
lister had had but little experience in farm-

ing, but his adaptability demonstrated itself

in the manner in which he adopted his new
vocation. He applied himself resolutely to

mastering the principles of farming, and in the

short time that he has been a tiller of the soil

has achieved a marked success. At this time

he is the owner of a farm of 621,1; acres, in

section 24, Napoleon Township, just south of

of the corporation limits of the City of Napo-
leon, in the fertile valley of the Maumee River.

The greater part of this land is in a fine state

of cultivation and has grown as high as 100

bushels of corn, 40 bushels of wheat and 70

bushels of oats to the acre. Since his arrival

Mr. McAllister has constantly endeavored to

add to his buildings and equipment, and in

addition to his comfortable dwelling has good
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outbuildings and a barn 30 by 86 feet, with an
"el" 36 by 44 feet. He uses modern machin-
ery and appliances in his operations and is

quick to realize the benefit of new ideas and to

use them in his own work. Mr. McAllister is a

Mason and a member of the Woodmen of the

World, having joined the latter lodge while a

.resident of the State of Washington. He has
_had no time for politics, but has supported
good men and beneficial measures and main-
tains an interest in things that affect his

community.
Mr. McAllister was married October 7, 1905,

to Miss Olive May French, who was born
September 23, 1872, on the farm on which
she now lives, and was educated in the local

schools and in an art school in New York
State. She is a daughter of William and
Sarah (Miller) French, who were born in

Licking County, Ohio, and were brought to

Henry County by their parents when they
were children. They were educated, reared
and married in Napoleon Township, where
they settled down to farming on a property
located on Holgate Pike, south of Napoleon,
the property on which Mr. and Mrs. McAllis-
ter now make their home. They were greatly

respected and esteemed in their community.
Mr. French died October 29, 1914, at the age
of sixty-seven years, Mrs. French having
pas.sed away on the 7th of the .same month,
when sixty-three years old. They had two
children ; Leonard E., now one of the pros-

perous farmers of Napoleon Township, mar-
ried Freda Stroeh and has three children:
Margaret, Inez and Ernest ; and Olive May,
now Mrs. McAllister. To Mr. and Mrs. McAl-
lister there have come three children : Wil-
liam L., who was born May 5, 1909; ]\Iarion

Francis, born September 2.3, 1910 ; and Eliza-

beth Ellen, born July 24, 1914.

L. C. Brodbeck is a very successful lawyer
at St. Marys. His membership in the local

bar covers ten years, and the service he has
rendered as a capable attorney has well .justi-

fied his choice of this profession as a career.

Nearly all his life has been spent in St.

Mar.ys and his parents Were also natives of

that town and still reside there. His grand-
fathers on both sides came from Germany.
The name of his paternal grandfather was
Mathias Brodbeck.

L. C. Brodbeck was born at St. Marys,
October 30, 1882, a son of Julius P. and
Paulina (Hoppel) Brodbeck. His father was
born November 28, 18.54, and his mother April

27, 1861, and they grew up and were married
at St. Marys. Julius Brodbeck is a contractor
and for some years was connected with the
oil fields as a rig builder. He is a republican,
and while his own church aifiliation is Luth-
eran his wife and children are Catholics. At
an earlier period of his career Julius Brod-
beck spent five years in Kansas, and when
he returned to Ohio he was at the bottom
financially, but by hard work has recovered
and is now rated as a successful man in his

community. He and his wife have seven
children : Agnes, wife of L. C. Hirsch, a St.

jMarys attorney; L. C. ; Walter, who is a rural

mail carrier: Ethel, employed at Piqua;
Helen, a trained nurse at Dayton; Stella, a

stenographer living at St. Marys; and Paul-
ine, still at home.

L. C. Brodbeck was graduated from the St.

Marys High School in 1900. Following his

liigh school course he taught two years, and
largely from his earnings in that occupation
he paid at least part of his expenses while in
law school. He attended the University of
Michigan in the law department, and was
graduated in 1906. Since then he has prac-
ticed in his native city, and has handled
business not only in the local courts but in the
federal courts of Ohio. For the year of
1914-1.5 he served as city solicitor. Through
the vacancy caused by the removal from St.

jVIarys of H. F. Wittenbrink, Mr. Brodbeck
was appointed to fill the vacancy.

In 1906, the year he graduated from law
school, Mr. Brodbeck married Olece Barkume.
She was born in Detroit, studied law, and she
and Mr. Brodbeck became acquainted while
in law school at Ann Arbor.' They are active
members of the Catholic Church and Mr.
Brodbeck is a republican.

Amos Bl.\nk. With the coming of Amos
Blank to Henry County in 1895 an element
of strength and purpose was added to the
upbuilding forces of a prosperous community.
For a number of years Mr. Blank had been
engaged in farming and in the sawmilling
Imsiness in Sandusky County, and when he
came to his new home he was prepared to

enter actively into the life of the community
and to contribute to its progress and well-

being. So strongly did he impress his per-
sonality and ability upon the agriculturists

of his locality that at the organization of the
Henry County Farmers Mutual Fire Insur-
ance Company they unhesitatingly elected him
its first president, and he remained at the
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head of the organization until his retirement,

a few months prior to his death, his soundness
of judgment and strong executive ability plac-

ing the company upon a sound and stable

foundation.

Mr. Blank came of good, sturdy Pennsyl-
vania ancestry and of Dutch stock. His
father, William Blank, was born in the Key-
stone State in the latter part of the seven-

teenth century, and was there thi-ee times
married. The name of his first wife is not
known. His second wife was Anna Hess,
who became the mother of David, Abraham,
Peter, Amos, Malinda, Matilda, Elizabeth and
Mary, all of wliom were married except Mary,
and all now deceased except Malinda and
Matilda, both widows. The latter now lives

in Toledo and is Mrs. Crisleb, and the former,
Mrs. McChristen, i-esides near Saint Johns,
Michigan. By his last marriage, to a Penn-
sylvania girl, William Blank had two chil-

dren : Emmeline, deceased, who was the wife
of Daniel Shively ; and William, Jr., formerly
a farmer of Washington State, but now living

with Mrs. Blank, a widow with one daughter,
Lena, who is married and has two children.

The youngest of his parents ' children, Amos
Blank was born at Gibsonburg. Sandusky,
County, Ohio, April 20, 1841. He was reared
in his native county, where he secured a public
school education, and continued to be engaged
in farming on the home place until about the

year 1885 when he left home to go into the

sawmilling business in partnership witli his

brother, each having a half interest in the
enterprise. After three years he disposed of

his holdings in the mill and resumed farming,
and continued to be so engaged until coming
to Henry County, in 1895. Here, in section

19, Harrison Township, he purchased a tract

of 260 acres of the very best land, which con-

tinued to be his home until the time of his

death. He made many improvements on this

property, including barns and outbuildings
and a fine ten-room residence, brick, of modern
architecture, and equipped the farm with
every up-to-date appliance in the way of

machinery.
When the Henry County Farmers Mutual

Fire Insurance Company was under organiza-
tion the founders of this enterprise had little

trouble in agreeing upon the man tp- place in

the chief executive position. Mr. Blank's
broad experience, his sound judgment, his

conservative views, his absolute integrity in

business affairs and strict probity in private
life, and the firm confidence in which he was

held by the people of Henry County, made
him the logical candidate for the position of

president, and in that post he was placed.

The officials had no reason to regret of their

choice, nor had the people. Under his able

administration of afl:'airs, the company fol-

lowed a policy of absolute fairness, of con-

servatism blended with progressiveness, and •

of principles founded upon the fundamentals
_

of honesty, and the affairs of the organization
progressed and prospered to such an extent

that it became one of the soundest organiza-

tions of its kind in the state. If he had done
nothing else, the farmers of Henry County
would have reason to remember Mr. Blank
with gratitude for the work he did in building

up an institution which has been of such great

benefit to them. In January-, 1911, feeling

that he had done his duty in connection with
this compan,v, he refused re-election, and was
succeeded in office by H. S. Ilashbarger, the

present incumbent.
As a citizen Mv. Blank did his full share

—

and more—in the promotion of public enter-

prises. He was never too busy to give of his

time, or his influence, his means or his abili-

ties, to the advancement of anything that

promised to be for the general welfare. For
years he had been a strong prohibitionist, and
had fought valiantly in the cause of temper-

ance. As a fratemalist, he belonged to

Napoleon Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons,

and Haly Chapter, Ro.val Arch Masons. No
one ever doubted his pure motives ; he was at

all times fair and above board, and in his

death the community of Napoleon lost a citi-

zen upon whose honor it could alisolutely rely.

About a month before his death, Mr. Blank,

accompanied by his wife, went to Bartlesville,

Oklahoma, to visit a son. There Mr. Blank
contracted a severe cold wliich turned into

pneumonia, and after an illness of but ten

days' duration he passed away April 2, 1911,

aged sixty-nine years, eleven months, twelve

days. The remains were brought back to

Napoleon for interment, and the funeral serv-

ices were held under the auspices of the

Masonic lodge. Rev. W. A. Mast officiating.

On August 30, 1868, Mr. Blank was united

in marriage with Miss Emma Clifford, who
was born at Wellington, Lorain County, Ohio,

August 20, 1848, and was brought as a child

to Sandusky County, Ohio, where she was
reared and educated. Mrs. Blank is a great-

granddaughter of John Clifford, who was born

at Providence, Rhode Island, in 1777, the son

of a soldier of the Revolutionary war. He
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was one of the men who entered the wildei'-

ness of Lorain County. Ohio, in 1818, and
founded the Village of Wellington. There he

became a prosperous farmer, clearing up a
good property on Wellington Creek, where he

passed away September 17. 1869, at the age
of ninety-two years. While John Clitford was
a man of courage and decision, he was mild
mannered, quiet, sj'mpathetic and of loving

and lovable character, and these characteris-

tics have been inherited in large degree by
his descendants. He was a member of the

Methodist K]iisropal Cliurch, to which the

family ha\i' iiciici'iill.y belonged.

Among the children of John Clifford was
Daniel Clifford, the grandfather of Mrs.

Blank. He was born in Massachusetts, in

1799, and in 1818 came to Lorain County,
Ohio, with his father, there growing up in

the wilds and experiencing the vicissitudes and
hardships of life in an unsettled community.
He married a pioneer girl from Massachusetts.

Sarah P. Hall, their wedding being after the

manner of the times, a log cabin affair to

which the guests traveled by horse and ox-

team, Mr. Clifford using the latter means of

conveyance when he went after his bride.

Their honeymoon journey consisted of a four-

day trip by ox-team to their lonely hut in the

woods where they began life. Their entire

lives were passed on their farm, where they

built up a comfortable homestead, reared a

family that was a credit to tliem, and gained
the respect and estfcin of the entire com-
munity by their sti'jii^litt'oiwai-d and honor-

able lives. Mr. Cliflurd was about eighty

years of age at the time of his death, while

Mrs. Clifford was several years younger when
she passed away two years later.

Henry Sheldon Clifford, son of Daniel and
Sarah P. Clifford, and father of Mrs. Blank,
was born at Wellington, Lorain County.
March 3. 1827. He grew up on the old home
farm, and worked thereon until he was sixteen

years of age. at which time he started to learn

the trade of blacksmith, a vocation wliieh he

followed until within a few vcaj's- of his death,

August 5, 1899. In 1868 he had changed his

residence to Lemoyne. Wood County, and
there he resided for a period of thirty-one

years. Mr. Clifford was married in Lorain
County to Miss Sophronia Merrill, who was
born at Rochester, Lorain County, in 1824,
and who died in that county February 23,

1851, leaving two daughters: Mrs. Emma
Blank, and Josephine, the wife of Benjamin
Wice, living at Pemberville, Wood County,

with a family of sons and daughters. For his

second wife, Henry S. Clifford married Sarah
Colburn, who was born January 28, 1823, and
died without issue, June 23, 1908. She was
a faithful wife and Christian woman, and a
real mother to her step-daughters. Henry S.

Clifford is remembered as a man of sturdy
honesty and strength of character, who won
friends by his many fine qualities, and confi-

dence and esteem by his integrity and up-
right dealing.

To Mr. and Mrs. Blank there were born
eight children, as follows : Emma J., born in

1870, who died in 1871 ; Amos Byron, a suc-

cessful oil operator of Bartlesville, Oklahoma,
who married Bertha Vockman, of Napoleon,
and has one son, Freeman B. ; Myrtle M., who
is the wife of Sheldon Osborn, of Indianapolis,
Indiana, and has four children, Florence who
is married and has three children. May who
is married, Emma who is married, and Frank-
lin who resides with his parents; John Pal-

mer, who is now carrying on operations on
the home farm as manager for his mother's
interests, married Nettie Long, and has three

children, Frances, Catherine and Helen; Iva
B., the wife of Charles Hagerty, a successful

agriculturist of Liberty Township, Henry
County, has three children, Charles A., Clara
and Clarence, the last two twins; William
H., a well-known horseman of Napoleon, a
breeder of fine draft horses and the owner of

three registered thoroughbreds, is unmarried
and makes his home with his mother ; Bertha,
who is the wife of William Hincher, a plumber
of Napoleon, and has one son, Rockwell B.;

and Effa J., who is the wife of Samuel AUer-
ton, a well-known musician of Napoleon.

Walter H. L.\dd. There is hardly a bet-

ter known man in the Bass Islands than Wal-
ter H. Ladd. He has spent forty years in and
around Put-in-Bay.

He first became known in that community
in 1872, when he was about twenty-two years
of age. His early life had been spent in San-
dusky, where he was born in 1855. Coming
to Put-in-Bay he put in the summer of 1872
as an employe in the Put-in-Bay Hotel boat-

house. In the fall of the same year he re-

turned to Sandusky and was employed there
at different lines until 1878. In the summer
of 1878 he was again at Put-in-Bay and has
never left that community since then. He
resumed his services with the Put-in-Bay
House and until that old structure was burned
on August 3, 1878. The following year he
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started in business for himself with a boat-

house, his first location being in front of the

Grove. Later this was condemned by the

city and he then rented space on the Fox
dock. That was the location at which his

many friends and patrons found him until the

fire which destroyed the dock in 1914. Since

then he has continued his boating service at a

temporary location.

After coming to Put-in-Bay Mr. Ladd mar-
ried Elizabeth MeElroy of Elyria. Most of

their children are already established in busi-

ness or in homes of their own. Walter S. is

now postmaster of Put-in-Bay and also has a

shoe and notion store ; he married a daughter
of Rudolph Siefield of North Bass Island.

Mayme, the next in age,' lives at home. Georgia
who died in 1913 was the wife of Hal Frisbee

of Cleveland. Ed R. is in business at Detroit.

Harry is foreman for Charles Stenson of Port
Clinton. Nathan H. is still at home with his

father. Mr. Ladd's mother is still living, now
eighty-five years of age, and makes her home
with her son in Put-in-Bay. 'Sir. Ladd's
father was one of the early settlers and a well

known lake captain for many years around
Sandusky, locating at what was then known
as Blooming\'ille. He died in Hammot Hos-
pital, Erie, Pennsylvania.

Mr. Ladd has long been one of the stanch
factors in the republican party at Put-in-Bay.

In recent years he has not been so prominent
a party man as formerly. For a long time he
has held the office of presiding judge of elec-

tions, has served on the council, and every one
knows him for a sterling and upright citi-

zen. During the winter season he spends his

time at the United States fish hatcheries assist-

ing in the propagation of white fish.

His friends tell a story in which he is highly
commended for the heroic part he played in

the fire which destroyed Fox dock a year or

so ago. At tlie time of the fire a barge loaded

with oil and gasoline in barrels was alongside

the dock, and the fire communicated to this

cargo. Mr. Ladd recognizing tliat the only
wa}^ to save the shore end of the dock and the

Commodore Hotel was to get the dangerons
barge out of the way, rode out in a boat and
fastened a line to the burning scow, and while
the barrels were exploding and throwing
burning oil and gasoline in every direction he
towed the barge away out of the radius of
danger and thus prevented what might have
been a very disastrous conflagration, though
only at the expense of some severe burns
around the head and face from the liquid fire.

C. W. ScHMEHL. The resolute, enterpris-

ing man is never discouraged by temporary
setbacks and failures. There is a good deal
of truth in the old assertion that no one ever
succeeds unless he fails. When C. W.
Schmehl. now a leading lumber mill owner
at St. Marys, left the old farm on which he
was reared in Auglaize County, he made his

first serious venture as a general merchant.
He kept his store through ups and downs for

five years, and then came the failure. This
disaster put him back to the point of begin-

ning, with only his experience and some lia-

bilities to show for his five yeai's of earnest
effort as a merchant. He began working at

common labor, then found office employment,
and finally entered the service of the St.

jVIarys Wbeel and Spoke Company. He was
with that concern for sixteen years. In that

time he did every kind of service in the office

and plant. He bought timber, sold the goods
on the road, and made himself .so generally
useful to the company that he was made
assistant treasurer, an office he resigned when
he left the firm in 1905. In that year he
made his start as a sawmill man. He had
only $200 to apply on the purchase price of
his sawmill, but he has long since paid out
on all his obligations and has one of the prin-

cipal mills in Auglaize County, cutting all

kinds of timber and with a large market for

the entire cut.

Mr. Schmehl was born at Erie, Pennsyl-
vania, March 11. 1859, but has lived in Aug-
laize County practically all his life. His
parents are John and Louisa Schmehl, both
natives of Mecklenburg, Germany, where his

father was born in 1832 in ilecklenburg and
his mother in Westphalia in 1829. Both the
grandfathers were killed while serving in the

German army. John Schmehl died in 1896
and his widow, now eighty-seven years of age,

is still living in Auglaize County. They were
married in Erie, PenusA'lvania, about 1855.

John Schmehl came to the United States at

the age of eigliteen, lived in Rochester, New
York, for a time, and then went to Erie,

Pennsylvania, and in 1860 brought his family
to Ohio and settled in Auglaize County. He
lived to clear up a farm and make a good
home for himself and family. He and his

wife were members of the German Lutheran
Church and in polities he was a republican.

There were fourteen children altogether, and
five are still living: C. W. Schmehl; Caro-

line, widow of Charles Koch : Magdalene,

widow of William Sterth and living in Colum-
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bus; Louisa, wife of Conrad Lechner, a

farmer; and William F., who is a truck
farmer at Alexandria, Louisiana.

C. W. Schmehl grew up on the old farm
in Auglaize County and received his educatiou

in the district schools. In 1879 he married
Mary Born, who was born in Lancaster, Ohio.

Seven children were born into their home

:

Amelia, now deceased ; Bertha, wife of Charles

Rose, a manufacturer of New York City;

Clara and Louisa, both deceased; Carl W.,
Hazel and Enna, all living at home. The
son, Carl, has attained the thirty-second de-

gree in the Masonic order, though still quite

a young man. Mr. and Mrs. Schmehl belong
to the Presbyterian Church. Mr. Schmehl
has passed all the chairs in the Odd Fellows
lodge and in Masonry is senior warden in the

Blue Lodge and belongs to the Royal Arch
Consistory, the council and the various Scot-

tish Rite bodies. In matters of politics he is

a republican, but has never sought office and
gives all his time to the operation of his lum-
ber mills.

Hermann Ruh. One of the successful

grape growers at Put-in-Bay, Ohio, who has
grown up in the business and understands
both tlie proper cultivation of the vines and
the manufacture of wine, is Hermann Ruh,
whose father was one of the pioneer settlers

here. Hermann Ruh was born on the east

point of South Bass Island, Lake Erie, July

18, 1869. and is a son of Charles and Christian

(Brandt-Schmidt) Ruh.
Charles Ruh was born in Baden, Germany,

December 31, 1834, and in 1853 came to the

United States and located at Sandu.sky, Ohio.

There he was married April 17, 1854, to

Christain Brandt-Schmidt, who was born in

Baden, Germany, August 10, 1828. In the

year of their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Ruh
came to Put-in-Bay, where Mr. Ruh entered

the employ of Mr. Rivera, who was the o\vner

of this island. In his own country, Charles

Ruh had learned the tanner's trade but after

coming to America he was otherwise engaged.

When he reached Put-in-Bay there were three

other residents besides Mr. Rivera: Philip

Vroman, Archibald Jones and an old Indian.

The latter soon got into difficulties with the

white settlers through his thieving propensi-

ties and was forced to go elsewhere.

In the meanwhile Mr. Rivera had discovered

how admirably the island soil was suited to

the culture of fruit, partieiilarly grapes and
he had no difficulty in selling it in parcels ap-

propriate for the setting out of vines and
establishing a vineyard. About 1857 or 1858
Mr. Ruh had secured through his industry
enough capital to purchase a place on east
point. This exhausted his means and he had
no money left with which to buy gi-ape cut-
tings or roots that were being distributed by
Louis Harms, who is credited with being the
introducer here of the Delaware variety of
grape. Mr. Ruh was determined to secure
some of these roots and succeeded in getting
four, paying for the same by taking his ox-
team and ploughing two days for Jlr. Harms.
With these he started his vineyard.. At that
time grapes were mainly grown for the manu-
facture of wine and from his first grape har-
vest Mr. Ruh pressed out 500 gallons of juice.

Perhaps he had not yet learned every fact
concerning the fermenting of grape .iuice for
the cask burst in which he had put the liquid
and was a total loss. In the course of time
lie acquired a wine cellar where he could
equalize the temperature and he became a
large wine producer and continued in the
business as long as he lived. His death oc-
curred in 1895 and that of his wife in 1901.
They had two children : Hermann and Marie,
the latter of whom resides at home.
Hermann Ruh attended school at Put-in-

Bay. He assisted his father in the vineyard
and in wine-making and also in the latter 's

meat market, for Mr. Ruh, in common with
most of the other islanders, carried on several
business lines, he being a supplier of meat
to Put-in-Hay. Hermann Ruh is now success-
fully operating the home place of twenty-four
acres, sixteen of which are devoted to vine-
yard purposes and the rest to general farming
and orchards. Mr. Ruli cniitiiiued jn-essing

his own grapes until liH:; t)ut since then,
through excellent trade ((innpctiDiis, he has
been selling his crop as it is picked. In many
sections the grape is yet a luxury but the
time is coming when people will surely regard
it as a necessity, a fragrant wholesome food
and medicine.

Mr. Ruh was married to Miss Wilhelmina
Ritter, who was born in Baden, Germany, and
is a daughter of Ernest Ritter, who came to

Sandusky, Ohio, in 1882, where he was a car-

penter and contractor.

Jlr. Ruh, like his late father, is a man well
posted concerning public matters. The former
is a republican and has never been willing to
serve in public office, but the latter was an in-

dependent democrat and on more than one
occasion was elected to local office, serving
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honorably and efficiently as trustee and as a
member of the board of education. Mr. Ruh
is one of the substantial men of the island

and one of the most highly respected.

Charles G. Riedling, a native of Put-in-

Bay, has been actively identified with the pub-
lic affairs and the business life of that island

for the greater part of his life. His father,

the late Frederick Riedling, came to the island

from Toledo in 1867. Frederick Riedling was
a high class German, scholarly, broadly ex-

perienced, and for years exercised more than
average influence in every community where
he lived. He was born in Germany. He was
a student in that country and like many of the

university men participated in the revolu-

tionary uprising of 1848. As a result he and
countless hosts of Germans found it necessary

to expatriate themselves and find a haven of

refuge in the United States. Frederick Ried-

ling settled in Ohio. Being one of the few
men in the United States at that time who
could interpret the complexities of the Chinese
alphabet, he was offered and accepted a place

in the Government postoffice and was in the

dead letter office at Washington during Lin-

coln's administration. After the war he went
to Sandusky, then to Toledo, and in 1867
to Put-iu-Bay. While living in Toledo he was
connected with the Humboldt Nurseries. At
Pnt-in-Bay he bought some land on the West
Side and began farming and grape growing,
an occupation which he followed steadily until

his death in 1904 at the age of seventy-one.

As an American citizen he was a steadfast

republican and for many years was a figure

in local politics at Put-in-Bay. He served as a

member and president of the board of educa-
tion and gave a capable performance in every
public or private capacity. His children were

:

William, who died at Put-in-Bay in 1892;
Lizzie, wife of George lliller of Pnt-in-Bav

:

Emma, wife of W. F. Mack of Toledo; Rose,

wife of E. L. Cook of Monroe, Michigan;
Charles G. : and Jennie, of Put-in-Bay.

After leaving home Charles G. Riedling
started out as a fruit grower. Later he was
entrusted with the management of the Riveria
Estate while it was being wound up, and that
task completed he removed to Port Clinton
and for two years was superintendent of the
Port Clinton Canning Company, in which
he held some stock. For several years Mr.
Riedling was in the service of a Sandusky
contracting firm, and in that time had charge
of several contracts at Put-in-Bay. It was this

experience which led him to start out for him-
self as a contractor, and since 1913 he has
been in business alone as a general contractor.
He does all kinds of cement work and also

general carpentry and building.

Mr. Riedling married Mrs. Caroline Ott
Dillenbeck of Sandusky.
A republican, as was his father, he con-

tinuously held office in some capacitj' or other
at Put-in-Bay for twenty years. He has been
a member of the school board, was supervisor
five or six years and is now township assessor,

a position which his fellow citizens have re-

turned him to again and again during the past
fifteen years. He also served in the town
council and was chairman of the Finance
Committee and treasurer of the Sinking Fund
Trustees. Mr. Riedling is a prominent Mason,
being affiliated with the Lodge, Chapter and
Knight Templar Cominandery and with the

Scottish Rite bodies, including the thirty-

second degree consistory at Toledo. He was
raised to the consistory degrees with the

Twentieth Century Club at Cleveland, but
when the new temple was erected at Toledo
he and others of this section became charter

members of that organization.

John H. Koenig, since starting his career

a comparatively poor boy thirty years ago,

has prospered in several different fields of

undertaking, especially as a lawyer and as a
real estate man. He is now identified with

St. Marys, where he has his office as a dealer

in real estate and from which point he directs

his various interests.

Nearly all his life he has lived in Auglaize
County and was born near St. Marys, May
29, 1868, a son of Jacob and Barbara (Hop-
pel) Koenig. His father, who was born in

Wuertemberg, Germany, June 6, 1844, came
to America when nine years of age with his

father, Charles Koenig. The latter died in

Auglaize County. Jacob Koenig grew up on

a farm, and though given only the advantages
of common schools made a splendid success

as a farmer. For a few years he was in the

butcher business at Celina. Though past

seventy years of age he is still living on his

old homestead in Auglaize County and has a

fine and well improved farm of 115 acres.

He is a member of St. Paul's German Re-
formed Church, a democrat, and has been

elected to various township offices. His wife,

Barbara Hoppel, was born near Dayton, Ohio,

February 23, 1845. They were married at

St. Marys, and have shared a common destiny
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in life for nearly half a century. Their four

children were : John H. ; Rose R., wife of

Guy Heap, a farmer and oil man at St.

Marys; Laura, wife of Willis Armstrong, a

farmer; and Jacob F., who is probate judge
of Auglaize County.
John H. Koenig spent his early life on a

farm, completed his early education in St.

Marys High School, and largely by his own
efforts gained a liberal higher training. He
taught in the township schools for several

terms. For a time he was a student in the

Ohio Wesleyan University, and then entered

the law school of the University of Michigan
at Ann Arbor, where he graduated LL. B.

in 1893. For a number of years he was in

active practice at St. Marys and had a profit-

able and distinctive clientage. He then be-

came interested in the project of constructing

a traction line between Decatur and Fort
Wayne, Indiana, known as the Fort Wayne
& Springfield Railway Company. He was
largely responsible for the successful carrying
out of this undertaking, and gave it nearly

all his time between 1903 and 1915. In the

meantime he began dealing in real estate, aiid

has developed a large amount of property in

and around St. IMarys, both town and farm
property.

Mr. Koenig has taken quite an active part

in democratic politics, and liis ehureli mem-
bership is with tlie German Reformed (.'hurch.

On June 24, 1903, he married Clara Boesel,

who was born in New Bremen, Ohio, daughter
of Charles Boesel, a prominent resident of

New Bremen and at one time state senator.

Four children have been born to their union,

and the three living are : Anita, John Henry,
Jr., and Charles Jacob.

WiLLi.\M ScHNOOR. Hard work and many
difficulties have apparently been no obstacle

in the career of William Sehnoor, who has

steadily marched forward to success and is

now one of the leading merchants of Put-in-

Bay, being the principal stockholder in the

largest merchandise establishment there.

He was born at Oak Harbor in Ottawa
County, Ohio, in 1875, a son of Peter ]\I. and
Caroline (Buttenhagen) Sehnoor. His father

came from Germany at the age of fourteen

with his mother, and spent his early life in

Oak Harbor, where he finished his education.

He married there, his wife being a daughter
of Charles Buttenhagen, who also came from
Germany. Charles Buttenhagen was one of

the earlv settlers on ^Middle Bass Island, where

Mrs. Peter Sehnoor was born. Charles But-
tenhagen on coming to America lived for a
short time in New York, spent ten years in

Sandusky, and then settled on Middle Bass
Island where he died. Peter Sehnoor was an
active farmer until 1907, when he retired and
is now living at Oak Harbor. He and his wife
have the following children: Theresa, who
married J. A. Fought and lives in Oak Har-
bor; Frank, who died at the age of thirty-

six ; jMatilda, a resident of Toledo ; William

;

Edward, of Chicago; Henry, of Oak Harbor;
Albert, of Cleveland; Paul, of Toledo; Carl,

of Toledo ; Milton and ilarie, both at home.
Since he was twelve years of age William

Sehnoor has been depending upon his own
resources and energy to bring him success.

He received only a meager education before
leaving home. For three years he was em-
ployed by an uncle at wages of $3 a week.
That did not seem enough to him, and after

the conclusion of a harvest season he ran
away and found work at picking grapes at

$20 a month on Middle Bass Island. He was
On the island for six years, doing farm work
in the summer seasons and attending school

to improve his education in the winter. At
the age of twenty he began working on the

wharf of Mr. Fox. Until he was twenty-one
years of age ]Mr. Sehnoor sent most of his

earnings home to his father.

After leaving the wharf employment he was
clerk for John Holloway in the latter 's store

at Put-in-Bay, receiving as his remuneration
$12.50 for the first month. That was the start

of his successful career as a merchant. After
five years he liad reached a point in experi-

ence and in tlie careful accumulation of capi-

tal which enabled him to buy a fifth interest

in the store, and the title of the firm then
became Holloway & Company. Later he
bought another fifth interest. Next, in part-

nership with S. M. Johannsen he bought out
Mr. Holloway and each of the new partners
took a half interest. Upon the retirement of

the senior Mr. Johannsen in September, 1915,
^Ir. Sehnoor acquired a three-fifth interest in

the business, the other two shares being held

by Carl Johannsen, a son of S. JI. Johannsen,
and Frank Fox, who is a native of the island.

The firm is now known as Sehnoor, Johann-
sen and Fox. It is the largest general mer-
chandise stock kept on the island, and the

volume of business annually aggregates more
than $50,000.-

Mr. Sehnoor married Mi.ss Maime Weise, a
daughter of Joseph Weise of Sandusky. They
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are the parents of one son, Lynn, who was
born in 1907. Mr. Schnoor is an active repub-

lican and town treasurer of Put-in-Bay, is

afiSliated with the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows at Put-in-Bay and with the Lodge of

Elks at Sandusky, and is a member of the

Episcopal Church.

Parker B. Robinson, M. D. Since Doctor

Robinson located at Put-in-Bay thirteen years

ago, his abilities and his constant devotion to

his profession have won him the place of being

the leading physician and surgeon of the

island.

A native of Ohio, he was born in Fulton

County west of Wauseon August 19, 1874.

His father, T. R. Robinson, who is now living,

retired at Wauseon, was an early settler in

Fulton County and for many years followed

farming.
It was on his father's farm that Doctor Rob-

inson spent his early years. He attended the

common schools and the Wauseon High School,

and having no immediate means with which

to pay his expenses for medical training, he

taught school four years. He also completed

the scientific course in the Ohio Northern Uni-

versity at Ada, and in the spring of 1904

graduated M. D. from the medical department

of Northwestern University at Evauston, Illi-

nois. He is a well trained and broad minded
physician, and has shown unusual resourceful-

ness in meeting all the exigencies and prob-

lems which come up in a physician's practice.

The summer following his graduation he

spent at home partly for rest and recupera-

tion and partly to look after his mother who
was then in poor health. On September 8,

1904, Doctor Robinson located in Put-in-Bay,

and has since carried on a general practice as

physician and surgeon. He lives on the island

the year around, and besides his steady pat-

ronage among the permanent residents he has

a large practice during the summer season

among the visitors to the island. Doctor Rob-

inson is a member of the Ottawa County ]\Iedi-

cal Staff, the Ohio State Medical Society and
the American Medical Association.

He has been a vigorous and effective worker

in behalf of local improvement. He is a stock-

holder and director in the Put-in-Bay Im-
provement Company, is serving on the local

school board and town council, and has been

a member of the council continuously since

1905 with the exception of one term spent in

the mayor's chair. Dr. Robinson is a repub-

lican, a Mason, an Odd Fellow, and a member
of the Put-in-Bay Board of Trade.
He married Miss Eina J. Weisel of Mon-

roe, Jlichigan. Their five children are : Don-
ald, Irene, Parker B., Jr., Douglas and John
S.

Alonzo Conant during his active lifetime

was one of the men who by their enterprise,

foresight and business activities secured and
brought about a definite business and civic

distinction for the City of Van Wert.
AVhen he came to Van Wert in 1852 he

found only a village, and a large part of the

land now occupied by the city was then
covered with woods. All the surrounding
country was largely undeveloped and a scant

population had found homes in this now
populous and wealthy county. There were
no railroads. By its position on the canal

Delphos then had a dominating importance
as a trade and transportation center. It was
with a view toward the future and with
strenuous endeavor for the present that

Alonzo Conant and his ijublie spirited asso-

ciates laid the foundation upon which the

solid superstructure of the City of Van Wert
now stands. For a number of years he was
an active merchant, being engaged in the

grocery business with Simon Swinford. In
1868 the Eagle Stave Company was organized,

and he was elected as general mauager, a

position he filled three years. For many
years Mr. Conant was one of the leading
bankers in We.stern Ohio. In 1871 he be-

came a director in the First National Bank
at Van Wert and in 1878 was elected presi-

dent, an ofBce he continued to fill until his

death on August 3, 1896.

Mr. Conant represented the sturdy stock

of New England which in the early years of

the seventeenth century introduced civiliza-

tion to the rugged shores of New England,
and thus by ancestry he was well fitted for

the work which he found awaiting him in

Western Ohio. He was born on a farm in

Turner, Androscoggin County, Maine, March
17, 1817, and lived to be nearly eighty years

of age.

He was a lineal descendant of Roger Con-
ant, who was born in England and was
baptized at All Saints Chui-ch, the parish

of East Budleigh, Devonshire, England,
April 9, 1592, the youngest child of Richard
and Agnes ( Clarke ) Conant. His early years
were spent in England, and in November,
1618, he was married in London. In 1623
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Roger Coiiant came to America. His firsrt

location was at Plymouth. The original Ply-

mouth colonists it will be remembered were
Separatists in religious doctrine and practice,

while Roger Conant represented that greater

body of Non-Conformists who a few years
later comprised the bulk of the population of

the Massachusetts Bay colony. It was on
account of diit'erences in religious belief that

Roger Conant remained only a short time in

Plymouth. In the winter "of 1624-25 Rev.
John "White of Dorchester chose him to govern
a ifairs on Cape Ann. The company of which
he was the head made the first settlement in

the ^Massachusetts Bay colony, and thus Roger
Conant, though most historians have not so

recognized him, was entitled to the honor of

being the first governor of Massachusetts. He
performed a notable service in calling the

attention of prominent persons in England
to the advantages of Massachiisetts for pur-
poses of colonization. Those largely respon-
sible for the direction of emigration to

America from England had hitherto been
inclined to depreciate the Massachusetts Bay
situation, and it is said that but for Roger
Conant the colony might have been abandoned
on the bay. Hi.s home was at Old Salem,
and he built the first frame house erected in

that historic city. In 1628 he was succeeded
as governor by John Endicott. Many years
ago a statue of Roger Conant was erected on
"\Yashington Square in Salem.
But a better portrait of him and one more

familiar to Americans in general was drawn
by Hawthorne in "The Snow Image and
Other Twice Told Tales." In that clas.sic

Hawthorne writes as follows: "Roger Conant,
the first settler in Naumkeag, has bnilt his

dwelling, months ago, on the boi-der of the
forest path ; and at this moment he comes
eastward through the vista of woods, with
his gun over his shoulder, bringing home the
choice portions of a deer. His stalwart figure,

clad in a leather jerkin and breeches of the
same, strides sturdily onward, w'ith such an
air of physical force and energy' that we
might almost expect the very trees to stand
aside and give him room to pass. And so,

indeed, they must : for, humble as is his name
in history, Roger Conant is still of that class

of men who do not merely find, but make
their place in the sy.stem of human affairs ; a
man of thoughtful strength, he has planted
the germ of a city. There stands his habita-

tion, showing in its rough architecture some
feature of the Indian wigwam, and some of

the log cabin, and somewhat, too, of the straw
thatched cottage in old England, where this

good yeoman had his birth and breeding. The
dwelling is surrounded by a cleared s-pace

of a few acres where Indian corn grows thriv-

ingly among the stumps of the trees; while
the dark forest hems it in and seems to gaze
silently and solenmly, as if wondering at the

breadth of sunshine which the white man
spreads about him. An Indian, half hidden
in the dusky shade, is gazing and wondering
too. Within the door of the cottage you
discern the wife, with her riiddy English
cheek. She is singing, doubtless, a psalm
tune, at her household work; or perhaps she

sighs at the remembrance of the cheerful gos-

sip, all the merry social life, of her native
village beyond the vast and melancholy sea.

Yet the next moment she laughs with sym-
pathetic glee, at the sports of her little tribe

of children : and soon turns round, with
the home look in her face, as her husl)and's

foot is heard approaching the rough-hewn
threshold."

Of the Conant family in its various gen-
erations from this pioneer ancestor into recent
years a complete account is given in a family
genealogy that has been compiled and pxib-

lished by Frederick Odell Conant of Portland,
Maine.
The grandfather of the Van Wert pioneer

was Benjamin Conant, who was born at

Bridgewater, Massachusetts, August 29, 1756.
In April. 1775, as a youth of nineteen he was
one of Capt. Nathan Mitchell's Company
which marched to Cambridge at the Lexing-
ton alarm. About 1795 Benjamin Conant
removed to that part of Massachusetts now
included in the Town of Turner, Androscog-
gin County, Maine. He was one of the
pioneers there, and spent there the rest of

his years. His son Benjamin, father of

Alonzo, was born in Bridgewater, Massachu-
setts, September 24, 1794, and was only a
few months old when the family removed to

Turner, Maine. He grew up on a farm and
lived quietly and industriously in that section

all his days. In 1816 he married Althea
Staples, who was born in Massachusetts, July
8, 1793. They became the parents of nine
children. Benjamin Conant and wife were
members of the Universalist Church and
reared their family in the same faith.

It was from the environment of a typical

New England town that Alonzo Conant came
in 1839 to Ohio. He had been reared on a
farm, had been educated in districts schools,
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and was twenty-two years of age when, with

several companions, he started westward.
Northwest Ohio was then without railroads or

canals, and the first experience of Alonzo was
employment in a stone quarry near Columbus.
Six mouth.s later he began teaching in the

same neighborhood, followed that occupation

one term, and then became clerk in a general

store. From Columbus he removed to Sun-
bury in Delaware County, and was in the

grocery business with David Hayden until he

sold out and removed to Van Wert in 1852.

In Delaware County, November 22, 1849,

three years before coming to Van Wert, he

married Esther Clark. She was born at

Zanesville, Ohio, September 13, 1825. Her
father. Satchel Clark, was born at Sanborn-
ton. New Hampshire, in 1794. came to Ohio
in 1823, and from Zanesville removed to

Orange in Delaware County, where he was
among the pioneers in improving the land
and where he lived until his death. On
September 16, 1816, Satchel Clark married
Eliza Goodhue, who was born in 1795, and
who survived her husband but a short time.

Mr. and Mrs. Alonzo Conant had four

daughters: Mary A., lone E., Myrtle A. and
Lida E., two of which are now deceased. The
fine old home which for many years has been

a landmark in Van Wert is now owned and
occupied by the two surviving daughters,

Myrtle and Lida.

The late Mr. Conant was a republican in

politics from the time of the organization of

that party until his death. He was not a

politician, but a man whose integrity and
ability were so respected that he was offered

various offices of trust both in the city and
county. He was a Universalist in religious

belief and a member of Van Wert Lodge of

the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. A
man of great practical energy, always able

to pull more than his own weight in the

world, he was generous, charitable, unostenta-

tiously doing much for those in misfortune,

and personally is recalled as a man mild in

manner and not only averse to contention

himself but becoming frequently a peace-

maker an^ong others.

LiTc.\s Meyer, who was born at Put-in-Bay,

is not only one of the native sons of the island,

but for years has had a prominent place in its

business and civic activities, and a great many
people have come to look upon him as a land-

mark and a mainstay of that community. He
is proprietor of the Park Hotel and in that

capacity is known to thousands of visitors

to the island.

He was born on East Point, Put-in-Bay,

April 23, 1869, a son of Lucas Meyer, Sr.

His father came from Baden-Baden, Ger-

many, located near Milan, Ohio, but in a little

while moved to Kelleys Island and was em-
ployed in the quarries. When the question of

grape culture on South Bass Island was first

being agitated, he and several others came to

the island to put the plan into practical execu-

tion. A necessary preliminary was the clear-

ing up of the land, which was covered for the

most part by a dense growth of timber. Lucas
Mej'er, Sr., thus became one of the pioneer

grape growers on the Bass Island, and he con-

tinued as a vineyardist on East Point until

his death at the age of eighty-one. He was
survived by three children : John, who re-

mained on the home place and is now de-

ceased ; Mary, wife of John Jacobs of Wood
County; and Lucas.
As a boy Lucas Meyer was attracted to the

excitement and incidents of town life rather

than the quiet routine of the home vineyard.

As soon as old enough he secured employment
in Put-in-Bay. He worked as a pin boy in

the bowling alleys and at such other jobs as

were suited to his age and strength. From
that humble employment he graduated into

a .substantial position in the commercial affairs

of the village, and for a number of years was
employed by some of the well known business

men and concerns of the town. In 1907 Mr.
Meyer bought the Round House and the Park
Hotel property, and has since conducted that

as one of the leading hostelries of the island.

It is without question one of the best hotels

in Put-in-Bay, and he operates it during the

winter as well as in the summer. He has sleep-

ing accommodations for seventy-five guests,

and excellent dining room facilities. Many
people who are well qualified to judge say that

the cuisine of the Park Hotel is unexcelled

anywhere on the island.

Mr. Meyer also owns and operates the old

homestead at East Point. He has taken a

prominent part in local affairs and is one of

the leading democrats in that section of

Ottawa County. He was a member of the

County Central Committee ten years, on the

city council of Put-in-Bay ten years, spent

five or six years looking after the interests

of the schools as a member of the school board,

and for one term enjoyed the dignity and re-

sponsibility of vice mayor. He is a member
of the Elks Lodge at Sandusky, lielongs to
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Commodore Periy Lodge No. 730 Independent
Order of Odd Fellows at Put-in-Bay, and
Lake Erie Encampment at Port Clinton.

In 1895 Mr. Meyer married Mi&s Martha
Hinger, who was born and reared on this

island. They have two children: Carlton,

who is now a student in the Ohio State Uni-

versity, and Myron, still at home and attend-

ing high school.

Frank Rittman is the veteran merchant
and business man of Put-in-Bay, having been

identified with commercial affairs in that little

city for a longer time than any other man now
actively connected with that community. His
success and his standing have been in propor-

tion to the long years he has endeavored to

furnish a reliable and adequate service to the

people of the village and island. It was forty

years ago when he came to Put-in-Bay as man-
ager of a local meat market, and for over

thirty years he has been proprietor of that

business. He also owns and operates the

Perry Hotel, one of the popular smaller hotels

of the island. Mr. Rittman cares for a large

part of the winter hotel business in Put-in-

Bay.
He was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, April 22,

1854, a son of Frank Rittman, Sr. When he

was a child the family removed to Sandusky,

and in that city he was reared and educated

and served his apprenticeship at the butcher's

trade with Dempsey & Spade. By the time he

had reached his majority he was not only a

skillful butcher but a reliable business man,
and the firm then sent him to Put-in-Bay to

operate their market. He arrived at Put-in-

Bay April 12, 1876, and has been in business

thei-e ever since. Up to 1885 he conducted

the market of his old employers in Sandusky,
and tlien bought out the business and took

personal supervision on September 12, 1885.

Throughout he has made it a rule to give first

class service, courteous, efficient, and also to

furnish the best available supplies to his

patrons. This policy has won and kept for

him the best trade of the town, and though

four different markets have been opened up at

various times, in competition, they have not

survived long, and he still holds the bulk of

the trade.

^Ir. Rittman married Miss Fannie Parker,

daughter of Alfred Parker. She was seven

years of age when her parents removed to

South Bass Island, and the Parkers were also

among the pioneers of this section of Ottawa
County. Jlr. and ^Irs. Rittman have three

children : George is associated with his father

in the meat business and married Miss Knapp
of Sandusky ; Lucy is the wife of Capt. Gran-
ville Heikle of Put-in-Bay ; and Mayrae is the

wife of Capt. H. Biekford, commander of the

S. S. Perry, which is used for the collection

of eggs for the Ohio State Fish Hatchery.
Mr. Rittman is a republican in polities and

has served as a member of the Put-in-Bay

council. Fraternally he is a member of Com-
modore Perry Lodge No. 730 Independent
Order of Odd Fellows at Put-in-Bay and of

Lake Erie Encampment at Port Clinton.

John J. Day. A gfeat host of people who
spend their summers around Put-in-Bay know
Mr. John J. Day in the capacity of a genial

and successful landlord. 'Sir. Day has been

identified with Put-in-Bay almost continudiisly

for more than forty years. He is proi)rit't(ir

of the noted Bay View Hotel and has made a

success of this and other institutions with

which he has been identified because of his

long experience and a close and careful study

of the needs and conditions of hotel keeping,

particularly of resort hotels.

Mr. Day was born at Minersville, Pennsyl-

vania, October 31, 1867, a son of Mr. and Mrs.

John J. Day, Sr. When he was a few months
old his parents removed to Detroit. Michigan,

where his father was a contractor and builder.

After a few years in the public schools John
J. Day had to start out in life on his own
responsibility. As a youth he learned the

trade of organ builder. In 1883 his father

came to Put-in-Bay for the purpose of work-

ing on the town hall which was then being

constructed. John J. Day came along, being

then twenty years of age, and this locality has

been his home ever since.

Not long afterward he learned that the

estate of John S. Gibbons, containing five

acres of fruit orchard and a fifteen room house

on the Bay Shore, was up for rent, and Mr.

Day took it and there made his start in the

summer hotel business. After a few years he

removed to Ballast Island, and for seven

years conducted a club at that resort. On re-

turning to Put-in-Bay he bought the Gibbons'

property, and from time to time has installed

new improvements and has brought it up to

the best standard of summer hotels along the

shore of Lake Erie. It is a very popular place

of entertainment during the summer months.

He has a fifty-room hotel building, especially

fitted for the summer trade. Its wide ver-

andas, its spacious lawns and its large outside
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dining room, are among the features most
praised by the hundreds of patrons who have
been in the habit of spending a good part of

the summer there. For his hotel Mr. Day has

his own gardens, cows and chickens, and
everything is supplied fresh for the table.

Mr. Day married Miss May Belle Milieu of

Norwalk, "Ohio. Their one child Mildred is

the wife of Bernard MeCann of Put-in-Bay,

and they have a son "William Bernard Me-

Cann.
As a democrat Mr. Day has long been

prominent in local affairs. For eight or ten

years he served on the town council and was
mayor one term until on account of the

iirgency of his private business affairs he re-

fused to sei-\'e again. He was also a member
of the school board ten or twelve years, and is

now chairman of the Park Board and street

commission. Fraternally he is affiliated with

the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. i\Ir.

Day gives much credit for his success in the

world to his capable wife and both of them are

active in supervising the Bay View Hotel.

For a great m^ny years Mr. Day has spent

his winters regularly on the island, but dur-

ing one winter season he was inside steward

in one of the large hotels at Hot Springs,

Arkansas.

J. H. Huntley, M. D. With years of prac-

tice and with an almost unequalled variety

of experience. Doctor Huntley of Lima has

attained that position where he is regarded

as foremost among the general sui-geons of

Ohio, and as an orthopedist has few peers in

the country.

It has been well said that the value of a

human life is measured by the benefits it has

conferred on the social community and the

extent of its contributions to the advance-

ment of the human race. Doctor Huntley's

career is a story of personal ambition and an
overwhelming desire to convert his individual

experience into a permanent gain for

humanity.
He was born in Hardin County, Ohio,

April 11, 1851. His father, Joseph Huntley,

was a farmer, and about 1853 removed to

Allen County. Largely as a result of a

neglect which in his own mature career he has
endeavored to repair in the cases of hundreds
of others, Doctor Huntley became a cripple

in childhood. For more than ten years he
was able to go around only by crutches. His
own deformity was cured only after the fourth

surgical operation. The class of surgery

which attempts to relieve and correct deformi-

ties in the lower extremities and feet is called

orthopedy. Thus it was as a result of his

individual suifering and experiences that

Doctor Huntley has found his chief life work
and success as an orthopedist.

The ambition for a surgical career came to

him when a child. The story is told that

when be was twelve years of age he crawled
up and looked through a window from which
point he could command a view of the operat-

ing table on which the late Dr. S. A. Baxter
amputated the leg of a Mr. Shockey, an old

resident of Allen Count}'. The great men of

history have often been those who have had
one overmastering passion or fixed idea. Doe-
tor Huntley carried the boyhood ambition to

become a surgeon through all difficulties and
adversities. He did not proceed smoothly
and without obstacles into a medical career.

As a boy he worked in a saddlery and harness
shop. He learned the trade and followed it

as a means of self support three years. He
also taught school. These occupations were
ouly stepping stones by which he endeavored

to realize his main ambition. From what he

had earned by his own 'exertions he finally

entered the medical department of the Uni-

versity of Michigan. No student ever worked
harder to master the varied opportunities

presented by a great medical .school. He
spent one year at Ann Arbor, and then trans-

ferred his student career to the Eclectic Medi-

cal Institute at Cincinnati, where he was
graduated in 1878. His first office was at

West Newton in Allen County. From there

he removed to Alger in his native Hardin
County. He was continuously a student dur-

ing those years, and in 1890, after another

course, graduated from the Starling Medical

College at Columbus.
Doctor Huntley again and again pursued

post-graduate courses, and has attended the

great clinics and hospitals of Chicago, New
York City, Boston, New Orleans and else-

where. In 1895 he located at Lima and from
that city his fame as a surgeon has gone far

abroad. For the past ten years he has de-

voted himself exclusively to surgery, though

in earlier yeai's he practiced both medicine

and surgery.

He has handled many cases described as

general surgery, but more and more his repu-

tation has come to rest upon his skill as an
orthopedist. He has performed some very

difficult operations in abdominal surgery. In

orthopedic surgery many of his cases have
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attracted wide attention by members of the

surgical fraternity all over the world. No
surgeon has shown a rarer skill nor. a greater

adaptability of method to individual cases in

the treatment of club feet and similar de-

formities than Doctor Huntky. He has per-

formed more successful operations for the

deformity known as club-foot than any other

surgeon known in Northwest Ohio. His cases

have been widely reported in medical jour-

nals, and he himself has contributed the

results of his experience and observation to

the medical and surgical press. A few years

ago the International Journal of Surgery
published his article on '

' Some Special Forms
of Orthopedic Surgery" in which he describes

with much particularity the methods of his

individual treatment for club-foot, knock-
knees and bow-legs.

He is a prominent member of the Allen
County Medical Society, the Northwestern
Ohio Medical Society, the State Medical
Society and the American Medical Associa-
tion. For a number of years he has been an
instructor in the Lima Training School for

Nurses, from the time it was founded. Fra-
ternally he is a Royal Arch Mason. Doctor
Huntley had the misfortune to lo.se a leg in

an automobile accident in 1909, but strangely
enough some of his greatest work as a surgeon
has been done since that accident, and he is

even now at the height of his success and is

one of the busiest men of Lima.
Doctor Huntley was married in 1885 to

Mary E. McClung, daughter of Hutchinson
McClung. Mrs. Huntley was a woman of

rare beauty in both face and character. She
was devoted to her home and family and was
widely beloved in the City of Lima. Her
death occurred May 7, 1916," and tliat has been
the most grievous blow from which Doctor
Huntley has ever suffered.

Doctor Huntley has one daughter, Grace
Darling. She graduated from the literary
department of Lima College in 1904 with
the degree Bachelor of Literature, and then
entered the Emerson School of Oratory at
Boston. She was then a student in the Le-
land C. Powers School of Oratory for three
years, when graduated. She has the char-
acteristics of her father of doing well what-
ever she undertakes and ha.s applied herself
with remarkable energy- and patience to the
mastery of various forms of the dramatic
art. As a young girl she made a reputation
as, a reader, and after her graduation from
the school at Boston she took up a stage

career and continued in it successfully until

her mother's death. Since then she has Lived

quietly at home with her father at Lima.

S. W. Downing is superintendent of the

United States Fish Hatchery at Put-in-Bay.

Of all the many employes of the Federal Gov-
ernment connected with the tish industry it is

doubtful if any man has a more widely varied
and successful experience than Mr. Downing.
He is an expert in practically every phase of

fish propagation, and he has worked on ]both

the Atlantic and Pacific coasts as well as

around the Great Lakes. Nearly forty years
of his life have been spent in this work.
He was born at Townsend in Sandusky

County, Ohio, May 10, 1849, a son of Ambrose
Milton Downing. His father in the earlj^ days
of the. last century owned a small farm in

New York State. At that time in our na-
tional history the money currency was not
standardized as it is now. Many articles were
current as a medium of exchange, and per-

haps none more so than whiskey. It is there-

fore not strange that when AmlDrose Downing
sold his farm in New York State he received
as payment six barrels of whiskey. After-
selling out he came with his family and with
his household goods, and with the six barrels

of whiskey, to Ohio, transporting the entire

lot with an ox team. He located as a pioneer
in Sandusky County, but later lived for a
time in Henry County, though his remaining
days were spent in Ottawa County. He was
the father of five sons, three of whom were
valiant defenders of the Union during the
Civil war.

S. W. Downing was the youngest of the fam-
ily. While his brothers were away at war,
and while his father was practically an inva-

lid, he and an older brother did all the work
required for the support of the household.

Then the older brother married, and when
only sixteen or seventeen the youngest son
had the entire responsibilities connected with
the care of his parents.

Up to the age of eighteen he remained at

home, and during that time had attended
schools two or three months each winter. He
then worked out at monthly wages on farms,
and from liis earnings paid for a term or two
of school at Milan. With these advantages
he qualified for teaching, and for fourteen
winters put in his time in that vocation. Dur-
iiisr the summer seasons he could earn more at

fishing or farm work than he could at teach-

ing.
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His experience in the fish industry began in

1877, when he was appointed field foreman
for collecting eggs at North Bass Island. He
was then employed for the United States Fish

Hatchery at Northville, Michigan. On Janu-

ary 1, 1894, he was appointed fish culturist

atthe United States Fish Hatchery in Put-in-

Bay. While his time for the greater part

has since been spent at Put-in-Bay in the

employ of the Federal Government, he has

also been called to work in various other fields.

For one season he was foreman at Green Lake,

Maine. On July 5, 1895, he was appointed

foreman at Alpena, Michigan, and remained

there five years. In the meantime the Gov-

ernment sent him to the Atlantic coast where
he broadened his experience by handling

mackerel, lobster, tautog and other marine

fish. In 1898 he was sent out to the. Pacific

coast on Chinook salmon work along the Lit-

tle White Salmon River in the State of Wash-
ington. While there he built a hatchery and
one year later another of the same capacity,

and although his experience in salmon fishing

was comparatively brief, the hatchery was
pronounced the best on the entire coast at the

time. On June 20, 1899, Mr. Downing was
transferred from Alpena and appointed super-

intendent of the Clackamas, Oregon, plant.

In 1900 Mr. Downing was again returned

to Put-in-Bay as superintendent for the Fed-

eral Government of the hatchery at that point.

The Put-in-Bay hatchery was established in

1890, with J. J. Stranhan of Chagrin Falls,

Ohio, as the first superintendent. For a time

]\Ir. Downing was employed at the Put-in-Bay

plant after its establishment, working as col-

lector and watchman. ]\Ir. Stranhan remained

as superintendent until succeeded by Mr.
Downing in 1900.

The United States Hatchery at Put-in-Bay
was built primarily for whitefish. The hatch

now includes also pike perch, known as gray

pickerel or wall-eyed pike, and also some lake

herring. The total of. the annual hatch is

.300,000,000. This is one of the important sup-

ply points around the Great Lakes for eggs,

and all in excess of the capacity of the Put-in-

Bay Hatchery are sent to other stations. Dur-
ing the several years the take of eggs has

totaled more than 1,000,000,000.

In 1875 Mr. Downing married IMiss Ida
Fox of North Bass Island, a daughter of

George Fox of Put-in-Bay. Mr. and Mrs.

Downing have a fine family of sons and daugh-
ters. Guv F. is in the storage business at

Lansing, Michigan ; Roy ]\I. is deputy collec-

tor of customs at Sandusky; Ivan H. is an
undertaker at Alpena, Michigan; Zoe is the

wife of Roland Schielle, who is a con.sulting

electrical engineer at Cleveland ; Russell is

superintendent of the Minnesota State Fish

Hatchery at St. Paul ; Rex is head bookkeeper
for the Owosso Beet Sugar Company at Lan-
sing, Michigan.

Mr. Downing is a Mason and an active re-

publican. For a number of years while living

on North Bass Island he served as trustee and
a justice of the peace, but since then has not

been active in local politics.

Nicholas Fox. Many of the improvements
and much of the business industry of Put-in-

Bay have had a close association with the name
of Nicholas Fox for the better part of a half

century. Mr. Nicholas Fox is now senior

member of the firm of Nicholas Fox & Sons,

and is living practically retired at Put-in-

Bay, the various business interests being car-

ried on under the active management of his

sons.

A native of Bavaria, Germany, Nicholas

Fox emigrated to America in 1863, and lived

for a time on South Bass Island. While there

he was employed in the fishing industry by
Lawrence Miller. He soon progressed so far

as to buy out his employer, and he was one

of the operators of a fishing equipment in and
around Put-in-Bay. Later in order to have
constant employment throughout the year he

bought a vineyard and combined the two occu-

pations. About 1879 Nicholas Fox gave up
the fishing industry altogether, and applied

himself exclusively to the growing of grapes

until 1886.

In that year he leased from Lemuel Brown
a dock which had been erected by Brown but

which for several years had not been main-

tained in good repair and was hardly available

for first class service. It was nothing more
than a pier of pilings. The purpose of I\Ir.

Fox in purchasing this dock was to erect a

building for the sale of refreshments and also

secure facilities so that he might realize a

better price for his vineyard products. After

leasing the dock for some years he bought it

in 1890 and since then for a period of more
than a quarter of a century it has been under
the ownership and management of members
of the Fox family. Many improvements have

been added and it has been practically rebuilt

throughout, now constituting a fine wharf.

Nicholas Fox and sons also carry on an exten-

sive business in the handling of coal, feed and
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building materials. The Fox dock is now used
by the following steamship lines, D. C, C. and
B., and Asliley and Dustin. Since 1910 Mr.
Nicholas Fox has lived practically retired.

In September, 1869, he married ;\Iina Bud-
denhagen, daughter of Charles Buddenhagen
of Middle Bass Island. Charles Buddenha-
gen came from Mecklenburg, Germany, when
Mrs. Fox was an infant. For several years

he worked at Sandusky, but about 1865 moved
to Middle Bass Island. Mr. and Mrs. Nicho-
las Fox were the parents of the following chil-

dren : Henry, who was born in August, 1870

;

George A., who married Julia Ingold and has

three children, named Maria, Vernor and
Anita: Andrew, a successful dentist at ]Mon-

roeville, Ohio, and the father of a daughter
by his marriage to Miss Asliton of Jloni'oe-

ville ; and Louise, still at home.
Tile sons, Henry and George, are now the

active partners in the firm of Nicholas Fox &
Sons. The son Henry married Anna ^I. Hal-
ler, a daughter of Jacob Haller, and has a

son Ethan Oliver. Both the brothers, Henry
and George, take an active part in local af-

fairs, and are republican voters, while tlieir

father is a democrat. Henry Fox served two
terms as mayor of Put-in-Bay and is now
president of the board of trustees of public

affairs. Fraternally he is afSliated with the

Masonic Order and the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows.

Both Henry and George, during their early

youth, were employed in the fishing and other

lines of industry about the island, and in 1889

they bought a 100 acre farm on Pelee Island.

They were actively engaged in farming this

for several years, then leased it, and finally

sold out a few years ago. Before buying the

farm Henry Fox had worked on the DoUcr
Dock, and was thus familiar with the opera-

tion of siich a plant when his father secured

the Brown "Wharf.

Thomas H. Jone.s. One of the best citizens

Allen County ever had was the late Thomas
H. Jones, who spent almost half a lifetime

as a merchant in that county, was an honored
veteran of the Civil war, and at one time was
county treasurer. His death occurred August
5. 1914. and marked the passing of one of

Lima's oldest and best known citizens.

He was born in Wales, February 18. 1835.

the son of Josiah Jones and Mary Hughes of

Llanbrynmair, North Wales. Part of his

education was acquired in his native country,

but at the age of fourteen he came to America

and located at Gomer in Allen County, Ohio.

He attended the common schools there, and
as a poor boy had to start out to make his own
way in the world. For a time he was em-
ployed in the dry goods store of W. W.
Williams at Columbus Grove, and was clerk-

ing in that store during the early months of
the war. He finally resigned his position

behind the counter and in 1863 entered the

army as a member of Company F in the One
Hundred and Eighteenth Ohio Infantry.

From that time forward until the close of
the war he was in active service much of

the time in the commissary department.
Following the war Thomas H. Jones re-

turned to Allen County and engaged in busi-

ness with W. M. Ashtou and Brothers, hard-

ware merchants. He continued in the same
business and in the same store for thirty-

seven years. Later he was a partner with
W. K. Boone.
On May 13, 1868, Mr. Jones married Susan

Francis, who survives him, and with the com-
petence acquired by her husband through
man.y years of activity is now enjoying the

comforts of a good home at 519 West North
Street in Lima. Mrs. Jones is a daughter of

Ellis and Catherine (Jones) Francis. Both
her parents were natives of Wales and came
to the United States in 1842. settling soon
afterwards as pioneers in Allen County, Ohio.

Her father was a substantial farmer. There
were eight children in the Francis family, six

of whom were born in Wales. The foui- now
living are : Owen Francis, president of a Lima
Building and Loan Association ; Mrs. Jones

;

Jane Francis, unmarried and living in Chi-
cago ; Kate, wife of W^illiam R. Jones, a farmer
in Allen County. Mrs. Jones was born in

Wales, January 18, 1843. She was nine years
of age when she came to the United States.

Her life has since been spent in Allen County.
Mr. and Mrs. Jones became the parents of

five children. Gwen. widow of D. A. Pence,
lives with her mother and is a teacher in the

Lima High School. Josiah F. Jones is now
serving as city treasurer of Lima. M. My-
vanwy lives at home and is also a teacher in

the high school. Harri 0. Jones is cashier

of the Old National Bank at Lima. Ellis E.
is a well known Lima business man and by
his marriage to Mae W^ard, has three children.

The family are members of the Presbyte-
rian Church. The late Mr. Jones filled all the
chairs in the Odd Fellows Lodge. He was
very active in church matters and served as

an elder of the local Presbvterian Church for
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fifteen years. In polities he was a republican.

He served the city as a member of the school

board and was also a member of the Grand
Army of the Republic. He was one of the

few republicans ever elected to county office

in Allen County, and for five years held the

post of county treasurer. He is also remem-
bered as a vigorous and interesting writer.

He wrote many articles for home papers and
also contributed much to papers published in

the Welsh language.

Charles Schneider. While the rich soil

of Middle Bass Island, Lake Erie, Ohio, is

favorable to general agriculture, the main and
most profitable industry is the growing of

grapes which has been brought to perfection.

For a half century the people here have grown
grapes and made wine and their product is

recognized as equal in many ways to some of

the finest distillations of foreign lands. Many
of the early settlers came here prepared to

engage in fishing or farming or to engage in

the practical trades in which they had been
trained but the larger number of them subse-

ciuently became the owners of vineyards and
prospered with their neighbors. Among these

was Charles Schneider, Sr., who was the father

of Charles Schneider, who owns and operates

his own vineyard and manages the property

of his late father, and is one of the repre-

sentative citizens of iliddle Bass and a useful

member of the school board.

Charles Schneider, the elder, was born
October 18. 1822, in Saxony, Germany, and
died in 1893, on Middle Bass Island, to which
he had come in 1864. In the spring of 1861

he had come to Sandusky, Ohio, where he fol-

lowed his trade of shoemaker, learned in Ger-

many, and when he came with his family to

IMiddle Bass it was with the expectation of

continuing as a shoemaker. The cultivation

of grapes as a business was then in its begin-

ning here and Mr. Schneider was foresighted

enough to see that indi^stry would be more
profitable than work at his trade. He soon

had become the owner of a small tract of land,

on which he set oiit grape vines which devel-

oped almost beyond expectation and insured

him a fine vineyard. He devoted himself

mainly to this industry until the time of his

death. His three children survive, two
daughters and one son : Louisa and Lena, who
live on the old home place, and Charles, his

father's namesake. The elder Mr. Schneider
was a prominent man in the democratic part.y

in Middle Bass, although he never consented

to hold any public office except membership
on the school board.

Charles Schneider remained at home with

his father and aided in the work of the vine-

yard, which can never be neglected and which,

during the bearing season, is a very busy
place. He carries on the grape business' very
successfully, having, as mentioned above, two
vineyards to manage. He is a democrat in

politics and at times has served in local offices

and on the election and school boards.

Mr. Schneider was married to iiiss Amanda
Runkel, who is a daughter of John F. and
Mary (Rehberg) Runkel. They have one son,

Clmrles Schneider, who is a resident of Middle
Bass Island.

John F. Runkel, father of Mrs. Schneider,

was a pioneer on Middle Bass Island. He was
born in Bavaria, Germany, but was brought

by his parents, when six years old. to the

United States and they settled on a farm in

Erie County, Ohio, near Sandusky. The death

of his mother when he was ten years of age

necessitated his leaving home and taking care

of himself. He worked for farmers in Erie

County until 1869, when he came to Middle

Bass Island and for a time worked for others

here. In 1871 he was married to ]\IisS Mary
Rehberg, who is a daughter of the late William
Reliberg and a member of a very prominent

family on Middle Bass. After marriage Mr.

Runkel bought a tract of land and went into

the business of growing grapes and continued

the operation of his vineyard until his death,

which occurred on January 1, 1900. Mrs.

Runkel has since resided with her only daugh-

ter, Mrs. Charles Schneider. Mr. Runkel was
known all over the island and was very highly

esteemed.

Chris P. Engel. When the great Civil war
broke out Chris P. Engel was between four-

teen and fifteen years of age. He was born

at Sandusky December 10, 1846. Like most

boys, he was thrilled with the idea of "sol-

diering" and his patriotism was not to be

deniecl, even though he was too young to be

accepted as a regular musket bearer. He
secured his father's permission to enter the

army as a fifer. He had never played the

fife. "but he thought he could learn if learning

would get him into the ranks. His father re-

luctantly consented, thinking that the war
would last only a short while. Thus Chris P.

Engel was taken into the army, with the

Seventy-second Ohio Volunteer Infantrj', but

insteaci of serving as a fifer he was made a
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drummer boy. For nearly four long weary
years he shared all the experiences and hard-

ships of campaigning in the South. He had a

host of interesting experiences, and he also

endured the sufiferLugs of prison life in the

notorious Andersonville prison in Georgia. He
was captured with tifteen others from his

company in 1864, and was sent to that noto-

rious stocliade and kept there for eight and
a half months. Hundreds of brave men died

in that prison but young Engel escaped that

fate. In February, 1865, when the armies of

the North were gi'adually enveloping the

Southern Confederacy and following Sher-

man's march to the sea, the Confederates

moved the prisoners from Andersonville, and
during that removal Chris Engel m'ade his

escape. On reaching the Federal lines he was
furloughed and sent home to recuperate. In

April he started to rejoin his command, his

regiment being then stationed at Mobile, and
he went down the Mississippi River to New
Orleans and around the Gulf, and after that

continued in service in the South until dis-

charged in August, 1865.

It was in the fall following his release from
the army that Chris P. Engel gained his first

acquaintance with Put-in-Bay. He has been
one of the leading grape growers and promi-

nent citizens of that section for more than
half a century. His father was Chris Engel,

Sr., one of the early settlers at Sandusky.
He had a farm near Sandusky, but in 1867
followed his son to Put-in-Bay and bought a

vineyard. This vineyard is where Chris P.

Engel now lives, and the father built the old

home many years ago. Chris Engel, Sr., died

in 1896 at the age of eighty-two. His wife

died about ten years later, aged eighty-six.

The record of their children is : John, who is

a printer by trade ; Chris P. ; Louis, who
served in the regular United States army for

a few years after the war, and died at Put-in-

Bay in 1915: Charles, also a printer; Emma,
wife of Henry Pfeifer of Cleveland, who at

one time was superintendent of the Put-in-

Bay Wine Company; Hugo, living in Put-in-

Bay.
The veteran soldier, Chris P. Engel, though

he was at the time not yet twenty years of

age, on coming to Put-in-Bay found work
picking grapes in the vineyards. He spent

the following winter in Sandusky, but then

returned to the island and has remained ever

since. His father and family joined him in

the spring of 1867. After remaining at home
for a few years, he began growing grapes on

a rented place. He and his brother Louis
kept the first bar in the old Museum, and they
made it a paying proposition.

In 1892 Chris Engel came to the home place,

where he has since lived, and in addition to

the vineyard he has other fruit, including
peaches and quinces.

Mr. Engel has always been very progressive
and alert in all his methods and practices of
grape growing. An incident illustrating this

occurred many years ago. He learned from
some source of the new practice of girdling

and thereby introducing new strains on old

stock. He was the man who introduced that

method on the island, and his fine "Florence"
grapes, grown on some of the older vines,

created quite a stir among the vineyardists.

Some of his envious rivals surreptiously se-

cured scions from his vines, and they were
very much surprised and chagi-ined when,
after all their trouble, their fruit turned out
to be only the common Ives variety. By his

practice of "girdling" Mr. Engel reaped con-

siderable profit, but eventually the practice

became common among all the other growers.

In matters of politics he has always been a

sterling republican. He has served as road
supervisor, and also on the County Central
Committee.

Mr. Engel married Bina Link, and they
have one child, Herbert, who is connected with
the Morgan & Wright Rubber Company of

Detroit. He married Caroline Lehman.

Andrew Schiele. For many years one of

the landmarks around Put-in-Bay has been
what is known as " Schiele 's Castle." This
fine old residence was built and occupied in

1871 by the late Andrew Schiele, Sr., who was
one of the pioneer business men of Put-in-

Bay and long a successful vineyardist and
wine maker. The present occupant of the old

home is Andrew Schiele, Jr., whose home has
been on the island for half a centuiy.

The Schiele family moved from Toledo to

Put-in-Bay in 1865. Andrew, Sr., opened up
a refreshment place under a shed roof across

from the park on the 4th of July of that

year. Thereafter he continued his bar and
hotel until 1869, when he sold oUt. In the

meantime he had bought some land which he

cleared and planted in grapes and on which

he also built " Schiele 's Castle." He con-

tinued growing grapes and making wine in

his wine cellar until his death in 1880 at the

age of sixty-two. For a short time during
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the '70s he again resumed business at Put-in-

Bay, but then sold out.

Andrew Schiele, Jr., was born in Toledo in

1862 and was three years of age when his

family came to Put-in-Bay. He grew up in

this community, attended the local schools,

and early began supporting himself by work
for others. Afterwards he got into business

for himself and in that way continued for

about seven years. In the meantime both

parents had died, and he bought the old home-
stead from the other heirs and has since kept

it up in the original fine condition and has

added many improvements. He now owns
twenty acres besides the old home, and that

is planted in gi-apes. The products of his

vineyards are pressed out in his wine cellar,

and he makes a very superior grade of wine,

a private clientage taking all that he makes.

Mr. Schiele has also acquired some valuable

property in the Town of Put-in-Bay.

The people of the island have long come

to trust implicitly in his judgment and ability

as a citizen, and they kept him in the office of

township trustee for twenty-five years. Polit-

ically he is a republican. By his marriage to

Margaret Dennis of Sandusky he has one

daughter, Miss Elsie Marie.

E. B. HowAED. who is freight agent of the

Hocking Valley Railway lines at Toledo, is

one of the prominent men in railway circles

in this city, and has reached his present posi-

tion as a result of a steady progression

through various grades and responsibilities

of service beginning when he was a boy.

His father. Franklin Howard, is a veteran

railroad man, now living retired in Toledo

at the ripe age of seventy-six. Franklin

Howard was for twenty-eight years in the car

department of the Wabash Railroad. He
"

married Ida Bishop, and they were the

parents of nine children, five of whom are

still living.

The third in age among his parents' chil-

dren, E. B. Howard was born at Sedalia,

Missouri. October 27, 1871. His early years

were spent in Toledo, where he attended the

public schools and Davis Business College.

The record of his sei-vice as a railway man
begins with his employment as a clerk in the

ear department of the Wabash Railway Com-
pany. He remained at that work four years

;

was next employed by the Northern Pacific

Railroad at Tacoma, Washington, as a bill

clerk from September 9, 1889, to June 18,

1890 ; from July 5, 1890, to 1894 he was rate

clerk with the Michigan Central Railway at

Detroit; returning to the Wabash Company,
he was clerk in the car department at Detroit
from September, 1894, to May, 1896; from
May to October, 1896, he was in the service of

the Lake Shore Railway, in October went to

the Pennsylvania Railway and remained with
that company until February, 1911 ; and was
then appointed chief clerk for the Hocking
Valley Railway Company, an office he filled

from";May to July, 1911. At the latter date
Mr. Howard was appointed freight agent of

this railway with headquarters in Toledo, and
has very successfully handled the large
volume of business that goes through his office.

Mr. Howard is a member of the Catholic

Church and is a republican in politics. In
Detroit January 17, 1900, he married Miss
Rose Downey, claiighter of Jeremiah Downej^
of Detroit. ^Irs. Howard was educated in the

public and parochial schools of Detroit. The
two children born to their marriage are both
deceased.

C.\PT. Elliot J.\mes Dodge. There is no
more interesting personality in and around
Put-in-Bay than Captain Dodge, captain of

the steamship Tourist and one of the promi-
nent old timers of this lake port. Captain
Dodge has had almost a lifetime of service in

these waters, first as a fisherman, and after-

wards as a boat captain and owner. He is

known as a rugged, courageous and cool-

headed sea-faring man, and one who will un-

dertake anything in the discharge of his duty
and with a generosity of mind and heart equal

to his physical courage.

Though most of his life has been spent

around the waters of the Great Lakes, he was
born in an inland village of Wisconsin, Wind-
sor, twelve miles north of Madison, on Febru-
ary 17, 1854. In 1876 the family removed to

Illinois, spent one winter there, and then

settled at East Point on South Bass Island,

Ohio. They lived there for years, and then

bought a place on Middle Bass Island, where
Captain Dodge's father died soon afterward.

The children were: Ellen M., wife of Leroy
Webster of East Point ; Jennie, wife of James
H. Crowley of St. Louis, Missouri; Louis C,
a grape grower on Middle Bass Island

;

Captain Dodge; Emma, wife of Louis Edlif-

sen of Los Angeles, California ; John B., who
was practicing medicine at St. John, Michi-

gan, at the time of his death in 1916 ; and
Edith, deceased wife of Robert Harris, who
lives in Detroit, Michigan.

Captain Dodge remained at home with his
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parents until he was sixteen years of age. In
tlie meantime he had secured all the education
he was destined to receive from schools, and
he then started out to make his own way in

the world. He became identified with the

fishing industry around the Great Lakes, aijd

that was his regular occupation for a quarter
of a century.

In the meantime he had taken up boating,

having purchased in 1882 the steamer Ina.

This vessel he conducted during the season

for about twenty-five years. The Ina was then
dismantled and he bought the old yacht Way-
ward, whose quarter deck he trod as captain
for six years. Captain Dodge then built his

present handsome boat, the steamer Tourist.

This is a stanch craft of forty-three tons net

and fifty-four gross tonnage, of steel construc-

tion, equipped both for passenger and trans-

port service, and for both summer and winter
use. The hull is so constructed that it can
be trimmed to lift the forward end out of the

water making it available for ice breaking.

In the summer months, as the thousands
of tourists who frequent this favorite section

of Northwest Ohio know, the steamship Tour-
ist is the favorite excursion boat between Port
Clinton and Put-in-Bay, making the regular
run between those places. It is also chartered
for special service. As soon as the fruit sea-

son begins, the Tourist is used for transport-

ing many tons of grapes and other products
to Detroit, Toledo, and other ports. In the
fall, when the summer lines are all laid up.
Captain Dodge keeps the Tourist going on
regular trips to Sandusky, and his boat is the

only means of shipping to and from the island

until the ice closes the lake completely. When
the Tourist finally ties up at the dock in late

fall or early winter, the i-sland remains prac-
tically isolated except for such communica-
tion as is established over the ice, until the

break up of the ice in the following spring.

The first trip of the Tourist in the spring is

an event eajrcrly ;i\vnitiM| -aui] nflciidcl with

almost a t;eiu'i-al i-i'li'lu-jit ion on the island.

On its first trip in tlic spi'ing the Tourist
brings to the island a cargo of provisions

which serve to relieve the monotony of the
island '.s winter stock.

For twenty-five years Captain Dodge has
also handled coal and builders' supplies, and
keeps two scows for that purpose.
He is not only one of the most successful

boat owners and managers along the south
shore of Lake Erie, but almost a book of inci-

dents might be written describing his service.

On this point Captain Dodge is rather non-
committal, as the modesty of his nature de-
mands, and many who know the quiet and
vigilant captain su])fificially are not aware
that a special act of Congress granted him the
beautiful large gold medal for his act of hero-
ism in taking his boat out from harbor on
November 7, 1907, during a terrific gale, and
rescuing three men from a capsized small boat.
The steamer State of New York was at that
time on the rocks near Rattlesnake Island, and
several men of its crew had attempted to leave
the vessel and get to Put-in-Bay, The boat
was overturned and the men were struggling
when Captain Dodge and his crew gallantly
put out and rescued them. The members of
the Tourist crew were each given silver medals
In' tite same act of Congress. Captain Dodge
lias rescued a great number of people from
watery graves, and considers such an act
nothing more than a commonplace perform-
ance of duty. As a matter of fact, such per-
formance is only the act that might be ex-

pected of so large and generous a heart, and
it is said that during the many years of his

residence on the island he has bestowed a
practical generosity and helpfulness upon
anyone in financial straits or needing the sym-
pathy of a strong and resolute character.

Captain Dodge married Miss Christine Jar
dine, of an old French family of Ontario,
Canada. Their children are : Mrs. Inez Ger-
trude Doller of Cleveland; Wilbur Leo, an
engineer at Put-in-Bay; Mildred Catherine,
wife of Bert Millen of Put-in-Bay ; Gordon
Archie, who is mate and clerk on the steam-
ship Tourist with his father; and Vivian, who
died wiirn fi\c years of age. Captain Dodge,
is a loyal rcpulilican and is affiliated with the
Tribe of lien llur. He has served ten years
on the city coum-d of Put-in-Bay. In matters
of religion he was reared a Methodist.

GusTAV Heinemann is one of the old time
residents of Put-in-Bay, a successful vineyard-
ist and wine and grape juice manufacturer,
and has also added one of the most startling

and interesting attractions to the thousands
of people who annually visit Put-in-Bay as a
summer resort.

]Mr. Heinemann is proprietor of the Strontia
Crystal Cave. Concerning this remarkable
natural feature of Put-in-Bay Island the fol-

lowing description is given: "In November,
1897, on the property of Gustav Heinemann,
a well was sunk some forty feet deep for water
for drinking purposes. Workmen in making
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the excavation passed closely to a wonderful
cave, the earth tumbling in and disclosing to

them a stalactieal, startling cavern, more like

a fairy grotto than anything else—a more
appropriate name could not be applied. On
exploration it was found that there were
several rooms, some large and some small, and
an immense stratum of strontia, a solid mass of

dazzling mineral extending twenty-two feet

below the bottom of the cave. The side walls

of the different rooms are of solid strontia and
the ceilings are arch shape and hung with

prismatieally formed crystals emitting pris-

matic colors fascinatingly splendid with bril-

liancy and radiance, not unlike that of the

clearest cut diamond.
'

' The salts of strontia communicate a vivid

crimson color to flame, and are much used,

especially the nitrate of strontia in the manu-
facture of fireworks. It is also used in clari-

fying beet sugar. The commercial value is

about twelve dollars per ton (the weight is

much heavier than lead, but two ordinary bar-

rels being required to hold a ton), and this

discovery is said to be the first of any im-

portance in the United States."

Mr. Gustav Heinemann was born near Frei-

burg in Baden, Germany, in 1856. He was
reared and educated in his native country

and in 1880, at the age of twenty-four, arrived

in America. For several years he lived on"

Middle Bass Island, but in 1884 returned to

Germany. He was back in America in 1885,

and since then has been identified with the

country in and about Put-in-Bay. He worked
for wages until 1889, when he rented a farm
on the shares. In 1896 he bought a vineyard

of over six acres, and has since been engaged
in its cultivation. He uses all his own grapes

for making wine and grape juice, and during
summer seasons buys large quantities of

grapes for his plant.

Since the discovery of the Crystal Cave in

1897, Mr. Heinemann has developed it as one

of the attractions of Put-in-Bay, and many
thousands of excursionists and tourists have
visited it annually. Mr. Heinemann has vari-

ous other business interests, and is one of the

principal owners of the Put-in-Bay Resort

Company.
In 1886 jMr. Heinemann married Miss Fan-

nie Zeller. They are the parents of five chil-

dren: Hilda is the wife of Emil Schrait of

Put-in-Bay : Amelia still lives at home ; Ger-
trude is ^Irs. Fred Cooper of Cleveland ; Her-
bei't is a successful young attorney at Cleve-

land ; and Norman still resides at liome. The

family are members of the Catholic Church,
and in politics Mr. Heinemann is a democrat.
He has membership on the board of Park trus-

tees at Put-in-Bay.

John F. Mathias, one of the present board
of county commissioners of Lucas County,
is a well known contractor and though still a
comparatively young man is recognized as one
of the forceful business men of Toledo.

He was born in Lucas County, Ohio, August
12, 1879. His parents are Michael and Agnes
(Colchester) Mathias. His father, a native

of Germany, came to America in 1862, first

locating in Detroit, from there moving to

Defiance County, Ohio, where he followed
farming five years, and then came to Lucas
County. He bought and lived on a farm near
the City of Toledo, and from there removed
to another farm eight miles west of Toledo.
He remained on the farm seven years, and
coming into Toledo engaged in the teaming
business. Subsequently he became a contrac-

tor and was identified with that line of work
until he gave up an active business career.

He is now living retired in his eighty-first

year, and his wife is about eighty years of

age.

John F. Mathias was the sixth in a family
of seven children, all of whom are still living.

He was reared and educated in Lucas County
and as a youth he learned the concrete busi-

ness. From that he became a contractor and
in the past few years has built some of the

substantial bridges of Lucas County. He is a

democrat and resides at 1518 Vance Street in

Toledo. Mr. Mathias was elected county com-
missioner of Lucas County in 1916, and now
gives practically his entire time to the duties

of the office.

C.A.PT. R<3BERT ScHiELE. One of the veteran
mariners of the Great Lakes, whose home
has always been at Put-in-Bay, Captain Rob-
ert Schiele is now commander of the steam-

ship Shearwater, owned by the United States

Government and employed for the collection

of eggs for the United States Fish Hatchery at

Put-in-Bay.
Captain Schiele has spent nearly all his life

in and around Putin-Bay. His family were
among the pioneer settlers on that island.

Captain Schiele was born in Toledo, December
25, 1857. His father and mother, Mr. and
Mrs. Andrew Schiele, were natives of Wuer-
temburg, Germany, but were married in To-

ledo. While living in the old country Andrew

J
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Schiele learned the trade of aail smith, manu-
facturing nails by the old hand process.

When he came to America machinery was
already displacing hand methods of making
nails and he had no opportunity to follow his

trade. Instead he worked at diffei-eut lines

of employment in Toledo, and for a time con-

ducted a saloon there. In 1863 he came to

Put-in-Bay and bought nine acres of land
then covered with a heavy growth of native

timber. He spent many months of hard work
in clearing it up, and finally had it planted

to a vineyard. In the meantime his family-

remained in Toledo, but on June 20, 1865,

they arrived at Put-in-Bay. The boat that

brought them was the Philo Parsons, which
had come into unenviable historical promi-

nence as having been employed by the plotters

for the liberation of the Confederate prisoners

on Johnson's Island. Andrew Schiele con-

verted the grape."? grown in his vineyard into

wine, and later he opened a hotel, restaurant

and saloon in Put-in-Bay. His was the first

saloon in the town. His death occurred there

in the late '80s. Of his ten children, seven

died in infancy, and the three now living are

:

Robert: Andrew, who operates a vineyard on

the old homestead ; and Edward, who is in the

Club House, on Middle Bass Island.

The first eighteen years of his life Captain

Schiele spent at home, and gained his educa-

tion in local schools. The lake and its activi-

ties had a great fascination for him as a boy,

and on leaving home he became a sailor under
Captain Magel on the Golden Eagle. Later he

was on the American Eagle and subsequently

on various other boats. In 1882 he was given

his papers as a master, and now for a number
of years has been captain of the Shearwater,

attached to the Government fish hatchery for

the collection of eggs.

Captain Schiele married Amelia Fiester of

Sandusky, though she was born in Fulton

County. They are the parents of two chil-

dren :' Edith, 'the wife of Otto Herbster, a

photographer at Putin-Bay, and they have

a daughter Verda E. Fred Robert, who is era-

ployed on the Doller Docks at Put-in-Bay,

married Emma Misch and has a son Robert.

Captain Schiele has been affiliated with the

Indepfii.lpiit Onlcr of Odd Fellows since 1890.

He is a ri'iuililicau in politics and is now serv-

ing on tile I'ity council.

Henry Rehberg. The history of the Reh-
berg family on Middle Bass Island, Lake Erie,

Ohio, is rpallv the civilized historv of the

island itself, for members of this family were
among the first to settle here and have ever
since been identified with the interests of this

section. A wortliy representative of this

sturdy old family is found in Henry Rehberg,
one of the most prominent and substantial

residents of Aliddle Bass. He was born Oc-
tober 4, 1849, in Mecklenburg, Germany, one
of the sons of John Rehberg and a brother of

the late William Rehberg.
John Rehberg emigrated from Germany to

the United States in June, 1850, and made his

way to the shoi-es of Lake Michigan, establish-

ing himself in what is now South Chicago.

Illinois. He was a fisherman in Germany for

thirty-six years, but after locating in Illinois

followed farming. He then came to Sandusky,
Ohio, and for a time lived on Cedar Point. In

the meantime his son, William Rehberg, had
acquired property interests which included

part ownership of Middle Bass Island, and
among his other enterprises had determined to

start a fishery, and it was in order to give'

assistance in this undertaking that John Reh-
berg, about 1859, came also to this island

which, at that time was covered with big tim-

ber. William Rehberg, Joseph Miller, George
Calwell and Andrew Wehrle were the settlers

of the island.

About 1863 John Rehberg bought a tract

of thirty-six acres from Joseph Miller, his son-

in-law, who then owned the western part of

the island. He cleared off the timber on a

small hill or mound near the shore, selecting

the location as a desirable one on which to

erect his cabin. In the fall of the year, while

digging a pit on his land in which to store his

crop of potatoes for the winter, his workmen
unearthed human bones and when the mound
was thnrnughly excavated there were some
forty skeletons exposed in an excellent state

of preservation and indications were that

probably it had been the Indian burial spot

of at least two hundred bodies. Mr. Rehberg
decided to select another site for his cabin

and another spot, farther from the lake, was
cleared and there it was erected, and this

homestead has cnntinued in the family ever

since, now Ix'iiig the nrnperty of Henry Reh-
berg, whose modern residence stands on the

spot formerly occupied by the pioneer cabin.

During tlie fishing season, John Rehberg
was fully occupied in that industry every
year, but at other times he cleared his land,

cut the timber into cord wood, which he sold

to the lake boats, and, as his land was pre-

pared, put in the usual crops, including grain.
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Before the land had been cleared, however,

another industry thrived. The timber was
mainly hickory and walnut, with sycamore in

the swamps. William Rehberg, with charac-

teristic business foresight, had joined with the

other island owners in the project of import-

ing pigs from the mainland, turning them into

the timber to fatten on the nuts. In the fall

the hunting of the pigs provided sport and
after the shooting the carcasses would be

dressed and the meat of fine flavor would be

bought by the boats. Another source of in-

come to the early pioneers was the trade in

wild pigeons and ducks which were so numer-
ous that it was said that the former in their

flights darkened the sun like clouds, and that

it was a common experience for a man to

stand in one spot and shoot twenty or thirty

ducks at a time.

When the first road was laid out across the

island, largely through the enterprise of the

Rehbergs, it wound through the woods and at

times was almost impassable, but as soon as

the timber was cleared off and a little drain-

ing was done, this land became dry and was
found rich in the chemical properties needful

for crop raising of any kind. When John
Rehberg first came here there were no horses

and but four yoke of oxen in the island. As
the land was cleared and the raising of grain

was begtm the four men purchased a thresh-

ing machine and it was generally used over

the island. It was in the '60s that the ma-
jority of the settlers began to actively engage

in the growing of grapes and in this industry

John Rehberg was particularly successful and
devoted his attention to it as long as he lived

afterward. He survived to be eighty-five years

of age. In many ways he was a remarkable

man.
Henry Rehberg was only a boy when the

family came to Middle Bass Island. He had
but meager educational opportunities before

this and at that time there were no schools

on the island. The nearest school was at San-

dusky and for a time his father did not pos-

sess the means to pay the youth's board in the

city on the main land, but entered him as a

pupil just as soon as he was able to do so. It

was no hardship for Henry when, several

years later his father decided to keep the

youth at home, -for he was at an age when
study was more of a task than a pleasure, and
he gladly took up farm work at home and
helped his fatlier through the fishing season

very contentedly. When his father died he

took over the management of his interests.

some of which, like the vineyard, he con-

tinued, but many years ago gave up the fishing

enterprise. Mr. Rehberg turned over the

management of the place in 1915 to his son-

in-law, John Messenburg, being now practi-

cally retired, although he retains the in-

dividual operation of his oil rights. In 1891

he leased the oil rights on his place and an oil

well was sunk that produced a substantial

flow. Later the company was dissolved and
the rights reverted to ;\Ir. Rehberg.
Henry Rehberg was married to Miss Minnie

Kaphagstt, who was born in Mecklenburg,
Germany, and died in 1915, on Middle Bass

Island. Mr. Rehberg has one daughter, Clara,

who is the wife of John Messenburg, of Per-

kins Township, Erie County, and they have

two children, Nellie and John.

In politics ^Ir. Rehberg has always been a

democrat and has served with the greatest

efficiency in many offices. He has been trustee

and supervisor and for eight years was deputy
sheriff and for twenty-five years has been a

member of the school board. He is interested

in everything that promises to be beneficial to

his fellow citizens and is particularly con-

cerned in everything pertaining to the public

schools. It was Mr. Rehberg who started the

agitation for a special school district on

Middle IBass and it was through his efforts

that others were interested and the result was
that the district was secured. This demon-
stration of public spirit showed how prac-

tical men like Mr. Rehberg may be and how-

sound are their opinions and unselfish their

demands for recognition. Mr. Rehberg be-

longs to both branches of Odd Fellowship,

being a member of Commodore Perry Lodge
at Put-in-Bay, and of the Encampment at

Port Clinton."

B. E. Cook. Since pioneer times New
Knoxville has had merchants and active busi-

ness men of the Cook family. Mr. B. E. Cook

is one of the younger generation, and for the

past thirteen years has conducted one of the

main merchandise establishments of the town.

He was born at New Knoxville March 30,

1869, a son of Henrj' and Elizabeth (Venne-

man) Cook. His grandfather Henry Cook

was born in Germany, where the name was
spelled Kuck. On emigrating to America he

located in the vicinity of New Bremen, Ohio,

and later moved to New Knoxville, Ohio,

where he bought land from the Government.

By the exercise of those thrifty qualities which

were inherent in his German ancestry and in
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his own character he became very successful

lor his day and generation. He died near

New Knoxville. Besides farming he was also

one of the early manufacturers of sorghum.

The maternal grandfather of Mr. Cook was
Henry VeniiviiKiu. who was also a native of

Germany and was (inr of the first merchants

at New Kno.wilk'. He opened a stock of

goods in one room of his home, gradually

expanded, built a store, and at the time of his

death had a double store room completely

stocked with merchandise for the local

demand.
Henry Cook, father of B. E. Cook, was

born at New Bremen, Ohio, August 6, 1835,

and has now passed the age of fourscore, and
is still enjoying life. As a youth he learned
the trade of carpenter and for a time was
employed in building the locks on the Erie
(,'anal. AftPT'wai'ds lie farmed, and finally

engaged in tln' iiii'ivautilc husiin'ss at New
Knoxville and was aftivr in its management
until 1902 when he sold out to his son B. E.
Cook. He and his family have been German
Reformed people, and politically he is a

republican. For thirty years Henry Cook
served as postmaster of New Knoxville. His
wife, who was born in Ladbergen, Germany,
in 1836, died July 3, 1916, at the age of eighty.

They were married in Auglaize County. Of
six children only two are now living, includ-

ing B. E. Cook and his sister Elizabeth, wife
of L. C. Mahn, an engineer at New Knoxville.

Mr. B. E. Cook grew up in New Knoxville
and New Bremen, attended the public schools

and the high school of the latter town, and also

had two terms of instruction in the Northern
Ohio Universit.y at Ada. His first experi-

ence was as a farm laborer but in 1902 he
bought out his father and began merchandis-
ing at New Knoxville. He has a very large

store, and keeps his stock up to the best

standards, and has shown remarkable ability

in meeting the demands of the trade and in

carrying on a successful business.

In 1892 Mr. Cook married Anna Eversman.
She was born in Van Buren Township of

Shelby County, Ohio. They have no children.

Both are active members of the German
Reformed Church, in which he is a trustee.

He has served as treasurer of New Knoxville
and treasurer of the school district, and in

politics is a republican.

Peter J. Clark. An ideal country home,
both as a place of residence and as a profitable

business enterprise, is the Fairview Stockfarm

in Napoleon Town.ship of Henry County,

wdiose proprietor is Peter J. Clark. This farm,

comprising 200 acres of fine black loam soil

on clay subsoil, is situated on section tJiirty-

three of that township. In every detail it

reflects the enterprising character of its owner,

and is handled in such a way as to produce
the highest revenues and at the same time

maintain the fertility and increasing value of

everj^ acre. Mr. Clark and family occupy a

substantial nine-room house, only recently
^

built, and there is a large stock and feed barn

32 by 100 feet, with shed room 20 by 100 feet.

'Everything is provided with the best of equip-

ment for the raising and handling of cattle,

hogs and horses. All the farm buildings are

painted a buff color.

Mr. Clark has more than a local reputation

as a successful raiser of cattle. He ships

about three carloads of cattle every year and
feeds over 100 head of hogs, and has also

raised some for sale. He specializes in Short-

horn cattle.

This successful Northwest Ohio farmer was
born in Perry County, Ohio, April 20, 1882,

and is still a very young man for all his success.

He was reared and educated in Monroe Town-
ship of Henry County, having come to that

locality at the age of twelve years with his

paniits ill lsi)4. He is a son of William D.

and Ala.ujiii.' ( (.'ai'l) Clark, both of whom were
natives of IVrry County, Ohio, where they

were reared and married. They started there

in the country, William D. Clark being a

farmer and coal miner. All their children,

four sons and four daughters, were born in

Perry County not far from New Lexington.

On coming to Henry County William D. Clark

bought 160 acres of good land in Monroe
Township, and has since lived there en.joying

the comforts and profits of his good home and
extensive equipment. Both parents are still

living.

In August, 1905. Peter J. Clark married a

Henry County girl, ^Mi.ss Catherine Laughlin.

She was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, February

13, 1882, and a year later came to Napoleon

Township of Henry County with her parents.

and grew up on the farm she and her hnsliand

now own. Her parents were Joseph and Helen
(Kenney) Laughlin. Her father was a native

of Ireland and when a young cliild came to

this country with his parents, and afterwards

took up contracting in Napoleon, where he

married his wife. From here he moved to Cin-

cinnati, but subsequently returned to Henry
County and located on a farm in Napoleon
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Township. Later he resumed contracting in

the West, where he died. His widow died on
the old farm sixteen years ago at the age of

tifty-seven. The Laughlin family were all

members of the Catholic Church. Mr. and
Mrs. Clark and children are communicants
of St. Augustine's Church in Napoleon. IMr.

Clark is a democrat in politics. They have
four children: K. Augeline, aged eight; M.
Geraldine, aged six; Robert William, aged
three, and John J., born November 7, 1916.

Lyman S. Gunn represents one of the earli-

est pioneer families of Northwest Ohio. His
grandfather established his home in Henry
County, in the wilderness along the Maumee
River, in the early days of the last century.

Few family groups have contributed more of

substantial benefit to a community. As a class

they have been farmers. The pioneers lived in

the woods, supplied their tables with meat
from the wild game that abounded, and were
on friendly terms of relationship with the

Indians who still claimed this section of Ohio
as their hunting ground. What the early

generation won from the dominion of the

wilderness, subsequent members of the family
have improved and continued to enlarge.

One of these is Mr. Lyman S. Gunn, who is

proprietor of the Hillside Farm in Napoleon
Township not far from Oklahoma postoifice.

He has resided there continuously since 1903,

but the farm was his birthplace, and scene of

his early adventures and experiences as a boy
and youth. He owns forty acres as his share of

the old Edward M. Gunn estate, and has an
additional twelve acres not far away.
The old family stock established their homes

more than a century ago under the leadership

of Charles Gunn near Damascus. Charles

Gunn was a typical pioneer, resourceful, cour-

ageous and daring, willing to share responsi-

bilities and hardships, and by his justness and
probity was never on anything but good terms
with his Indian neighbors. In fact his chil-

dren and those of the Indians played together

when this part of Ohio was a wilderness and
the woods were filled with game and the rivers

with fish. Charles Gunn and his wife died
more than eighty years ago within two or three

weeks of each other. At that time their son,

Edward M. Gunn, father of Lyman, was
eleven years of age. Other children of

Charles Gunn were Louisa, Minerva, Elliot,

and Lucian. all of whom married and had
families. They all became farmers except
Lucian, who was a lake and elevator engineer.

Edward M. Gunn took as his .share of the
old estate eighty acres, obtaining that from
his uncle, Elijah, and after improving this

eighty he increased his possessions to 200
acres, and lived in that community until his

death in April, 1914. His wife, whose maiden
name was Jane Stone, died about four years
before him. Further reference to this inter-

esting family will be found on other pages of

this publication.

Lyman S. Gunn is the oldest of a large

family, the other survivors being his brother
Fred and his sister Mollie, who is the wife of

Fred Dodd of Waterville, Ohio. Lyman S.

Gunn was born on the farm he now occupies

October 17, 1848. He grew up and was well

educated and as a youth learned the trade of

carpenter and cabinet maker. He became
especially skilled in those trades, and for

twenty-seven years he lived in the Village of

Maumee, where as a carpenter contractor he

built a great many houses and barns, especially

in the eastern part of Henry County. In 1903
he gave up his town home and returned to the

old farm, where he has found ample employ-
ment for his energies and is enjoying the com-
forts which should go with advancing years.

Here, in 1914, he erected a splendid bank barn
on a foundation 34 by 50 feet. This barn is

painted buff with golden brown trimmings and
is the center for his agricultural operations,

which includes the raising of good crops and
high grade stock. He and his family reside

in a good eight-room hovise.

Near his birthplace in Henry County Mr.
Giinn was married, November 20, 1870, to Miss
Elizabeth Jennie Davis. Mrs. Gunn was born
in Dorchestershire, England, llarch 14, 1850,

a daughter of George and Charlotte (Ham-
mond) Davis, natives of the same part of

England and of old English ancestry. Other
children born in England were William,
Henry and Harriet. In 1854 the Davis family

set out from Liverpool on the sailing vessel

St. John, went to Canada, up the St. Lawrence
River by Quebec and Montreal, then across

Lake Erie to Cleveland, where they landed
June 4, 1854. The Davis family lived for a

number of years in Lorain County, Ohio, and
then moved to Henrs' County, first in Ridge-

ville Township and later in Napoleon. Mr.

Davis died on his farm in the latter township
in 1888 at the age of seventy-two, and his

widow, who was born in 1818, died two years

later. They were members of the Wesleyan
]\Iethodist Church and he was a republican.

To the marriage of Mr. and ]Mrs. Gunn were
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born children named Aurelius, Hiram Seton,
John Henry and Nellie Leona. Aurelius, born
JIareh 15, 1872, died unmarried May 24, 1889

;

Hiram Seton, born April 15, 1874, was acci-

dentally drowned while fishing in the Maumee
River May 25, 1890. John H., born October
13, 1875, was educated in the schools at Mau-
mee while the family resided there, also in the
college at Ada, first was a pharmacist, later a
farmer, and now a sales clerk in a hardware
store, besides owning a good farm of 100 acres

;

by his marriage to Grace B. Van Rensselaer
of Lucas County he has two children, Cath-
erine M. and Isabel Van R. Nellie Leona, who
was born November 19, 1878, married Eugene
L. Bridenbaugh of Lucas County, and they
lived in Toledo, where Mr. Bridenbaugh is

connected with the Overland Automobile Com-
pany; their two sons are John L. and Ed-
ward G. Mr. and Mrs. Gunn and family are

members of the Presbyterian Church, while

politically Mr. Gunn's associations have al-

ways been with the republican part}'.

Oea L. Hinton. In the August primaries

of 1916, among the worthy nominations made
by the democratic party in Auglaize County,
was the choice of Ora L. Hinton as candidate

for sheriff resulting in his election on Novem-
ber, 1917. Mr. Hinton has long been in the

public eye as a capable and competent official,

and practically every one realizes that the

duties of sheriff will be efficiently executed

during his term of incumbency.

In the line of official service Mr. Hinton
served as captain of the fire department in St.

Marys five years, and for three years was on

the police force. For a number of years he

has owned a pack of bloodhounds and has a

large kennel from which he has sold dogs all

over the country, and that in itself constitutes

an extensive business. He has been instru-

mental with his dogs in the apprehending of

many criminals.

Mr. Hinton was born in Mercer County in

Liberty Township August 2, 1876, a son of

Frank and Isabelle (Howell) Hinton. Grand-
father Thomas Hinton was born in Germany,
and was an early settler in Mercer County,
Ohio. From this county he went out as a

soldier in the Union army during the Civil

war, and was with his command in all its

engagements until the close of hostilities.

Disease contracted while in the army short-

ened his life and he died soon after his return
from the war. Mr. Hinton 's maternal grand-

father was also an earl> settler of Auglaize
County and a farmer by occupation.
Mr. Frank Hinton, who was born in Ross

County, has one of the finest farms of Mercer
County and his success is the more creditable
for the fact that he started out as a poor boy.
With the exception of four years given to
official responsibilities as an infirmary director
he had given the closest attention to his farm
work. He is a democrat and is a member of
the Friends Church. His wife Isabelle Howell
was born in Auglaize County, and died Janu-
ary 8, 1917, aged sixty-six years. They were
married in this county. Mr. Hinton still

resides on the home farm. Of their eight
children five are living: Ora L. ; Thomas
Hinton, a painter at Rockford, Ohio; Ollie,

wife of Lawrence Siler, of St. Marys; Pearl,
wife of Dillon Smalley, surveyor of Mercer
County; and Bessie, who resides with her
brotlier Ora.

Ora L. Hinton had the advantages of the
common schools of Mercer County during his
early life, and his early experiences were those
of the farm. A number of years ago, when
the bicycle was at the height of its popularity,
Mr. Hinton took up bicycle riding as a profes-
sion, and during the five years he followed it

he was noted as the best rider in Northwestern
Ohio.

In October, 1897, he married Lola Hodson,
daughter of John Hodson, an Auglaize County
farmer. After his marriage Mr. Hinton was
employed in the spoke works at St. Marys for
five years, and spent a similar period in the
spoke factory.

He and his wife have had three children:
Goldie, aged sixteen; Donald, aged five; and
Elda, who died when three years of age. He
and his wife are members of the Presb.yterian
Church, though his daughter belongs" to the
German Lutheran. Fraternally he is a mem-
ber of the Fraternal Order of Eagles and is

affiliated with the American Insurance Union.

William Heitman. In every community
are a few men whom all admire and respect,
not on account of their business ability and
worldly success, but because of their personal
characteristics. Such a man is William Heit-
man of Okolona in Henry County. Although
he is one of the most successful" farmers and
merchants in the county men do not speak of
him as "one of our big farmers," but as "one
of the finest men." He is especially repre-
sentative of the fine qualities of the "German
race. His genial disposition and his public
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spirit as well as his ability and practical com-

mon sense, have won him universal esteem, and
his is a career that is stimulating to read, since

he has made his success since coming to this

country from Europe as a poor boy, and has

risen from the humble employment of railroad

service to independence as a merchant and
farmer.

He was born in Hanover, Germany, June 20,

1845, and comes of old German stock of that

kingdom, a substantial family of Lutheran
people. His parents and also his grandpar-

ents spent their lives in Hanover. His father,

John Heitraan, died in 1858 when not yet

fifty years of age. He was a shoemaker by
trade and had served his full term in the

standing army. The maiden name of his wife

was Mary Eitzman, who was born and reared

and educated in Hanover and died there about

1883, after her son William had come to

America. She was married a second time,

though she had no children by her last hus-

band. William Heitman had an older brother

Henry, who spent his life in Germany and
left a" family there. A younger brother, Fred-

erick is a German farmer, a widower, and

has three sons and one son-in-law serving in

the Imperial armies of Germany.
William Heitman spent the first thirteen

or fourteen years of his life in the old country,

and while there gained a practical education

which is afforded German youth. It was

partly with an ambition to realize the op-

portunities presented by America and also to

escape the onerous duties of military service

and the restrictions of German laws and cus-

toms, that he set out for America. He was

alone so far as his own family was concerned,

and he took passage on tlii> City of Bremen
in, the harbor of that name and on the second

trip made by that vessel. The vessel left

Germany May 1, and fifteen days later landed

its passengers at Baltimore. Two days after

that young Heitman stepped from the train

of the Wabash Railroad at Okolona in Napo-

leon Township of Henry County. In another

two days he was working for the Wabash Rail-

way Company, and for five years he did the

heavy work re((uired of him, and also exer-

cised proper thrift in safeguarding his earn-

ings and making provisions for the future.

His first purchase was a tract of timber land

near Deshler, comprising 160 acres. About

two years later he traded this for a .smaller

piece of land near Okolona, and gradually

added by subsequent purchases until his farm

now comprises 140 acres. In improvements
and general attractiveness it is one of the most
valuable farms in that part of Henry County.
It lies in sections twenty-nine and thirty-one,

and presents an attractive feature in the land-

scape, not only by its well cultivated and im-
proved fields, but also by the substantial farm
buildings.

Thus for upwards of half a century Mr.
Heitman has been identified with the com-
munity around Okolona. In 1885, with the
late William Schlesser as a partner, he en-

gaged in merchandising at Okolona. Six years
later, on St. Patrick's Day of 1891, their store

and the two other business houses of the vil-

lage were burned. Mr. Heitman immedi-
ately rebuilt, on the opposite side of the street,

and since then for a period of a quarter of a
century has been the leading merchant of the
village. He has a large store, 40 by 50 feet,

well filled with merchandise of all classes and
divided into departments, and with a trade
drawii from a territory many miles around.
For a number of years he has had his son
associated with him in the management of

this store.

Several years after Mr. Heitman came to

this countiy he married Anna Koenemann.
She had been on the same shipload with him
in coming to this country, was born and reared
in the same neighborhood in Hanover, and
they were members of the same church. She
too had come to this country alone so far as

her immediate family was ooncerned. and as

they had been sweethearts in the old country
they .sub.sequently cemented their alliance in

marriage and have lived happily together for

forty-five years. To this union were born two
sons and one daughter. Fred H., born at

Okolona. is a well educated young business

man, and for the past fourteen years has been

postmaster of Okolona, tlie pnstoffiee being in

the store conducted by his father. Fred mar-
ried Helen Egger, of Henry County, but her

parents were from Hanover. Fred Heitman
and wife have four children : Laura, a promis-

ing young woman who is a member of the class

of 1917 in the Napoleon High School : Luella,

William and Julian, who are attending the

grade schools. Ida, the only daughter of Mr.

and Mrs. Heitman, married Daniel Lowry,

an engineer on the Baltimore & Ohio and
living at Chicago Junction ; they have a son

Lester and a daughter Vernice. Alvin. who
is associated with his father and brother in

the store, married Carrie Long. All the
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family are members of the Bethlehem Lu-
theran Church, and the father and sons are
democrats in politics.

Charles E. Hatcher. As superintendent
of the Henry County Infirmary, Chai'les E.
Hatcher is rendering a public service second
to none in the county in the way of benefits to

those dependent upon state charity. He has
all rhe c|ualitications for such a post of respon-
sibility. He was a practical farmer before he
took charge of the infirmary in 1911, and his

experience in that line and his good business

judgment have enabled him to give a good
administration to the large farm maintained
by the eountj'. Both he and his wife are
kindly people who consider it a privilege as

well as a duty to do all they can for lightening

the burdens of those entrusted to their care.

The institution has about thirty inmates
throughout the year, and there is a large

building with fortj- rooms for the housing of

these unfortunate people. Besides a substan-

tial set of farm buildings, the farm itself com-
prises 236 acres of land, and it is all improved
and under cultivation except four acres of

native timber. Mr. Hatcher during the past

five years has always maintained a high stand-

ard in the administration of this department
of the county government.

His entire life has been spent in Heniy
County, and he was born in Richfield Town-
ship July 12, 1874. He was reared in the

country, received a public school education

and proved himself very capable as an inde-

pendent farmer until he was called to his

present post.

His father, William Hatcher, is an honored
veteran of the great struggle for the integrity

of the Union. He was born in Logan County,

Ohio, in 1844, was reared in this state, and
in the latter part of 1863 enlisted in the

Forty-fifth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, being

mustered in at Columbus. For over two years

he was a private in the ranks and acquitted

himself creditably in every duty he was called

upon to discharge. While he escaped wounds,
he suffered so much from exposure and hard-

ship that he lost hLs hair and beard. After
the war he was married in Logan County to

^faria Argo, and some years later he moved to

Henry County. There in 1881 his wife, and
the mother of Charles E., died before her

fortieth year. She died at the birth of her

seventh child, and nearlv all these children

were reared and are still living. William
Hatcher married for his second wife Adaline

Roberts and they now live retired at Weston
in Wood County, and this marriage has also
produced seven children. William Hatcher
has for many years been an active worker in
the ranks of the prohibition cause, and he and
his wife -are members of the Methodist Epis-
copal Church.

In Wood County, Ohio, Charles E. Hatcher
married Bertha Brown, who was born in
Henry County in 1880, was reared and edu-
cated in this county, and is a daughter of
Isaac N. Brown, who was also a veteran of the
Civil war and died in Henry County. His
widow, now past sixty-five, lives at Weston,
ilr. and ilrs. Hatcher are the parents of four
children : Elzina, who has finished the course
of the high school at Napoleon and is still at

home ; Oscar, aged fourteen and attending the

public schools; Gladys, eleven years of age
and in the grade schools ; and Burdette, who
was born January 3, 1916.

Mr. and Mrs. Hatcher are active members
of the ^lethodist Episcopal Church and he has
had his nicmlicrsliip in the church at Weston
for the jiast iwcnty ycurs. l'oliticall\- he is an
independent ilciiKM-rat and lie is a member of

the Independent Order of Odd Fellows at

Weston, Ohio.

William Shaffer in the course of thirty

years has succeeded in building up a business

second to none in its line in the Town of
( 'ridersville in Auglaize County. 'Sir. Shaffer

is an ttndertaker, a furniture dealer, and has

used such enterprise and has furnished such
reliable service that his trade limits are by no
means confined to the country immediately
around Cridersville. and he gets custom from
as far away as Lima and Wapakoneta. It is

noteworthy that every dollar that 'Sir. Shaflfer

has earned has been by his own efforts, and he
is one of the upstanding and prosperous men
of his section.

His birth occurred on a farm three miles

we.st of Cridersville. in Allen Cnuiitv, Ohio,

July 26, 1865. His |.;,ivnts uviv .Michael and
Sarah (Whetstone) ShatlVr. His y-randfather

Henry Shaflfer came to Northwestern Ohio in

1836, was a pioneer in Allen County, and
developed a farm of forty acres on which he

spent his last years. The maternal grand-

father Simeon Whetstone was also an early

settler in Auglaize County, and was both a

farmer and a minister of the Gospel. ^Michael

and Sarah Shaffer were married in Auglaize
County on May 28, 1847, Israel Johns per-

forming the ceremonv. IMichael was born in
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Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, October 3, 1816,

and was twenty years of age when he came to

Allen County. He lived out a successful

career as a farmer in Allen County, and died

there February 10, 1889. His wife was born

in Auglaize County in 1827 and died Novem-
ber 19, 1912. They were members of the

Christian Church and he was a democrat in

polities. Of their thirteen children, William

was the eighth in order of birth and the nine

still living are: Simon, a retired farmer at

Spencerville, Ohio ; John, in the nursery busi-

ness at Lima ; Mrs. Justus Romshe, wife of an

Auglaize County farmer, living three miles

north of Wapakoneta ; Sallie, wife of J. D.

Ritchie, a farmer in Auglaize County;

Amanda, wife of C. F. Bowsher a farmer in

Auglaize County; William; Elza, a farmer

near Spencerville ; George, who is in the busi-

ness of drilling water wells at Cridersville

;

Mrs. Jacob Sands, wife of the foreman of the

Country Club at Lima, Ohio.

Mr. William Shaffer attended school at

Hume country schoolhouse, lived on the farm,

gained a practical acquaintance with agricul-

ture as a youth, but has always followed some

other lines of business. For a time he was in

the nursery business and he studied and
gained practical experience with the under-

taking profession at Sidney, Ohio, at Muncie,

Indiana, and Fort Wayne, Indiana. Thirty-

two years ago in 1884 he engaged in business

at Cridersville and from the first has studied

and applied his experience not only for the

purpose of rendering an expert service but

also one careful and satisfactorv in every

detail. On June 1, 1902, :\Ir. Shaffer added a

stock of furniture and stoves, and he has

developed these lines to an important extent.

His business was burned out in 1910 and he

then restocked his store and also erected a

substantial block in which he has his head-

quarters.

In 1890 Mr. Shaffer married Miss Luciuda

Mowery, daughter of George and Elizabeth

Mowery of Allen County. Her father was a

farmer. Mrs. Shaffer died November 12,

1891, and her only child is also deceased. In

1895 ]\Ir. Shaffer married Mary Banner,

daughter of George Banner, who with his wife

was a native of Germany and for many years

followed farming in Auglaize County. To this

marriage was born one child, Mabel, who is

now employed in a store at Lima. The family

are members of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church. Mr. Shaffer is a democrat and is

affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd

Fellows and the Knights of Pythias. Among
his other business interests he has half owner-
sliip of a farm in Allen County.

Henry Lange. For more than fifty years
one tract of land in Henry County has been
owned by and has been developed from a
wilderness condition to the greatest pro-
ductivity by members of the Lange family.

Its present possessor is Henry Lange. who for

years has been a well known farmer in Napo-
leon Township, and occupies the old home-
stead on which he was born. This farm lies

in section 19.

His father acquired the land, which was a
part of the canal land tract in 1854. There
Henry Lange was born Becember 25, 1855, his

birth being a Christmas gift to his parents.

In that one locality he grew to manhood, to

work in the fields when a boj\ acquired a sub-

stantial education in the local schools, and
later came to own the old place which he has

impressed with his own skillful management.
His farm comprises nearly eighty acres, and
it is all well improved and productive of the

standard crops, together with some good
stock. He has also a group of substantial

buildings, including a barn 40x80 feet, a

granary 22x34 feet, and a well appointed and
furnished home of eight rooms and basement.

His father, Fred Lange, paid 75 cents an
acre for the land more than fifty years ago,

and the labors of this family have contributed

a large share of its present high value. Fred
Lange was born in Hanover, Germany, about

1825, and came to this country in the early

'50s. For a time he worked at Kelleys Island

on Lake Erie, and in the meantime invested

in the timbered tract in Henry County, on

which he spent the winter seasons. Besides

clearing, he also erected a log cabin, and intro-

duced his bride to that location. He married

Mary Schulty, who was born in AVest Prussia

in 1832. She came as a girl to the LTnited

States and at Befiance, Ohio, was employed

for several years until her marriage. Her
parents were Henry and Mary (Snitkey)

Schulty, both of whom died in Henry County,

and this family is referred to on other pages

of this publication. Both the Schultys and
Langes were of good German stock and all

were members of the Lutheran faith.

Mr. Henry Lange chose his wife in Henry
County, her maiden name being Freda Kolby.

She was born in Hanover, Germany. October

29, 1862, and lost her mother when she was

quite young. Her father died only a few
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years ago. In 1885 she set out alone for

America, and arriving at Napoleon lived witb
her sister, Mrs. Henry Arps, until after she

was grown. Mr. and Mrs. Lange are the

parents of four sons and two daughters, and
they have given them all a good education in

both the German and EngUsh schools. Mr.s.

Lange attends the Bethlehem Lutheran
Cluirch, while Mr. Lange is a democrat. A
brief record of the children is as follows:

Emma, still at home; Mary, who is employed
at Toledo ; Harmon, aged eighteen and now
living in Nebraska; Carl, aged sixteen;

Siefried, aged fourteen : and Henry, Jr., aged
eleven. Another child, Fred, died when four-

teen years of age.

Henry Panning. One of the most pro-

gressive representatives of the agricultural

interests of Henry County, Henry Panning
has worked his way to a position of independ-
ence and prominence solely through his own
efforts. He started in life with only a good
constitution and a resolute determination to

get to the front, and his successful career as a

farmer furnishes a strong incentive to the

aspiring element of the rising generation to

follow his example. His fine farm is located

on section 17 in Napoleon Township with

Okolona as his postoffice.

He is of German birth and old Lutheran
ancestry, and was born in Hanover August 11,

1852, a son of Henry and ^lary (Mueller)

Panning, also natives of Hanover. His father

spent three years in the regular service of the

German army, and later became a railway

watchman on the line between Hanover and
Bremen. He died when a little past middle
life, but his widow survived until she was
eighty-six years of age. The only children

were Henry and his sister Sophia, who mar-

ried and died in Germany, leaving one

daughter.

Mr. Panning was reared in Germany, was
well educated according to German standards,

and after leaving school became clerk in a

public house at one of the noted summer re-

sorts in Germany. Three years later he went
to Berlin, then spent some time along tlie

River Rhine, and was employed in different

parts of the German Empire until 1872.

In that year he took passage on the steamer
New York and crossed from Bremen to Castle

Garden and from there came on to Henry
CountJ^ Ohio, where he joined his iincle,

Henry Stockmann. Mr. Stockmann was one

of the early German pioneer residents of

Henry County, was a very prosperous farmer,
and died without issue, leaving a large estate

of improved land. For three years after com-
ing to this country Mr. Panning lived with his

uncle in Freedom Township, managing a farm
there, and then took po.ssession of the sixty

acres given him by his uncle in Napoleon
TowTiship. This land he has made the nucleus
of his determined efforts and plans and am-
bitions for the past forty years. Among other
improvements he has thoroughly drained it

all, has placed eveiy acre under cultivation,

and has increased it by the purchase of twenty
additional acres. The farm had a substantial

residence when he took possession, and it has
been his home ever since, though with some
re-equipment and remodeling. In 1S90 he
built a substantial barn on a foundation
35x84 feet and has all the conveniences and
equipment for high class farming and at the

same time has made the property an excellent

home.
In Freedom Township Mr. Panning mar-

ried Miss Anna Boeling, who was born March
1, 1850, at Neuenkirchen, Hanover, Germany.
When she was twenty-three years of age she

came to this country and to Napoleon, Ohio,

with her parents. Christian and Hannah
Boeling, who for some years lived on the farm
now owned by Mr. Panning, ilr. Boeling
died before he w-as sixty and his widow when
about sixty-seven. Both were members of the

Lutheran Church and fine, practical, whole-

some people. After marriage Mr. and ]\Irs.

Panning devoted themselves with steadfast en-

thusiasm to the work and improvement of

their farm and to the rearing of their chil-

dren. Mrs. Panning was a splendid helpmate,

a noble woman, thoroughly practical, a loving

mother, and her name will ahvays be revered

by her children and descendants. Her death

was a great loss to the family when she passed

away September 10, 1914. She was a member
of St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Napoleon
Township, and Mr. Panning and the children

all are members there. Henry E., the oldest

child, was born in December, 1877. and is now
bearing most of the responsibilities of man-
aging his father's farm: he married ^Matilda

Gerten of Adams Township, Defiance County,

who died July 11, 1914, and there is one child

surviving, Ida, born July 24, 1913. Mary, the

second child, was born March 17, 1879. and is

the wife of Fred Bosselman a farmer in De-

fiance County, their children being Henry,
Fred, Josephine and Hildegard. Freda, the

youngest child, is the wnfe of Harmon Schutta,
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their home being on a farm in Napoleon

Township, and they have two sons, Paul and

Freddie. Mr. Panning and his son are active

democrats, and both take a commendable in-

terest in local affairs. Since the organization

of the Napoleon State Bank, six years ago,

Mr. Panning has served as one of the directors.

George Wade Ross. A reputation in the

law that extends beyond the boundaries of a

city or county is usually based upon some very

solid attainments and unusual success in the

profession. A member of the Findlay bar

during the greater part of his practice, George

Wade Ross is undoubtedly one of the most

widely known lawyers in Northwestern Ohio.

In the course of his practice he has handled

an immense volume of important cases, and is

especially home in the civil and corporation

branches of his profession. He has distin-

guished himself by hard work, a conscientious

fulfillment of all "the responsibilities of a pro-

fessional man. and has concentrated prac-

tically all his efforts upon the law rather than

polities.

He was born in Milton Township of Wayne
County, Ohio, a son of Joseph and Catherine

(Peckinpaugh) Ross. He is descended from

pure Scotch ancestry. His great-grandfather

was the founder of the family in America.

Mr. Ross' brother Hiram spent four years in

the Union army as a member of the Sixteenth

Ohio Infantry.

As a boy George Wade Ross attended

country schools his father being a farmer, and
after a four years course he graduated from
Lodi Academy. He then taught in the district

schools for a period of two years, and then

taught four years in the Creston High School

and two years in the Sterling High School.

It was while teaching that he applied himself

diligently to the study of law for one year

under H. B. Woodward, Medina, and for

several years later was with James C. John-

son, who in his time was one of the foremost

lawyers of Ohio and was' senior member of the

firm of Johnson & Graves of Seville, Ohio.

In 1879 ]\Ir. Ross was admitted to practice

by the district court at Medina, Ohio. In

1880, the following year, he married Carrie

E. Beardsley, a daughter of Daniel B. and
Jane (Hasington) Beardsley. Her father

Daniel B. Beardsley was a prominent lawyer
and historian, having written the best history

of Hancock County ever published.

After his admission to the bar Jlr. Ross
practiced for several years at Wooster, and

there laid the basis of his widely extended
reputation. Seeking a still larger field and
nearer his varied interests he removed to

Findlay in 1889, and has been one of the

bulwarks of the Findlay bar for more than
twenty-eight years. For four years he was a
partner with his father-in-law, Mr. Beardsley,

then for fifteen years was senior member of

the firm of Ross & Kinder until W. H. Kinder
was elected in 1908 to the bench of the Circuit

Court, now the Court of Appeals. Since then
Mr. Ross has practiced alone, and still has
his quarters in the office building which he

has occupied for many years.

He is general counsel of the Toledo, Fos-

toria & Findlay Railway Company, assistant

counsel of the National Refinery Company,
the Continental Sugar Company, The Toledo
& Southern Traction Company, the Western
Ohio Railway Company, counsel for the Ohio
Bank & Savings Company of Findlay and
for several other corporations. In 1892
he was elected city solicitor of Findlay
and by re-election filled that office four years.

Outside of that he has seldom participated in

politics, and that office was in direct line with

his profession. He is an active republican

and in 1900 was a candidate for congress. He
has been frequently urged to run for offices

but has found his true vocation in the profes-

sion of his choice.

Mr. Ross in the course of his practice has

assisted in financing and organizing a num-
ber of large concerns and is at present a

member of the advisory board and is stock-

holder in the R. L. Dolling Company, a

$3,000,000 coi-poration handling investment

securities with offices formerly at Hamilton,

Ohio, and now at Columbus. Mr. Ross is

treasurer of the Hancock County Bar Asso-

ciation, is an active member of the Findlay

Country Club, of the Royal Arcanum, the

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and
has served as president of the SjTuposium
Literary Society of Findlay.

Mrs. Ross was a teacher in the public

schools before her marriage. She has contin-

ued her interests in educational affairs and
especially in philanthropic work in behalf of

the poor and friendless. For twenty years

.she was president of the County Board of

Visitors and has probably done more than

any single woman in Hancock County in

behalf of child welfare. Those wlio are in a

situation to know state that a great many
young boys and girls have been reclaimed

and have been made respecting citizens
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through her efforts. With others she organ-
ized the Friendly Inn, an institution to take
care of delinquent boys and girls and keep
them from being made inmates of a state in-

stitution, ilrs. Ross kept up her active

charitable work for many years until poor
health intervened, and though that has re-

stricted her activities, her interest and sym-
pathy are as keen as ever.

Fred Panning, proprietor of the Plainview
Farm in section 19 of Napoleon Township,
has a long and honorable record that identi-

fies him with this section of Northwest Ohio,
where he has spent all his life from birth.

Though most of his .years have been spent
in Henn- County, he was born across the line

in Adams Township of Defiance County on
Decciiilicr s, ls.")2, only a few months after his

parents laiiic frnm the old eountrj'. His early

youtli to manhood was spent in Adams Town-
ship, but in 1886 he bought his present farm
of eighty acres in section 19 of Napoleon
Town.ship, and has devoted the subsequent
thirty years to the improvement and develop-
ment of this place, which now i-anks as one of

the model farms of Henry County. Many of

its valuable features are the fruits of his own
enterprise and labor. One is a large red barn
40x80 feet for his stock and grain, and he and
his family enjoy the comforts of a very at-

tractive and convenient nine-room hou.se built

of l)rick and located on a site that commands
an eiilraiiciim view of tlic surrounding coun-
try. llislan,i is of sii.-h cliaracter of soil as to

produce any of the standard crops of Ohio,

and for many years lie has exercised his .judg-

ment in bringing about the gi-eatest possible

yields and at the same time conserving the

resources of bis land. He has farmed on the

rotation principle of crops. At the same time

he has kept good grades of live stock. Besides
his home place Mr. Panning owns thirty-eight

acres adjoining in Defiance County and some
years ago he gave an eighty-acre tract to his

son, this also being situated in Adams Town-
ship of Defiance County.

Mr. Panning comes from old and substan-

tial German Lutheran stock, originally Han-
over people. His parents, Henry and ^Mary

(Brunce) Panning, were both bom in the year
1820 in Hanover. They were married in Ger-

many, and began their careers there as poor

but honest folk. While in Germany their fir.st

child Catherine was born in 1844. In 1852
this little family group set sail from Bremen
and after a tedious ocean voyage of eight

weeks, not without hardships and privations,
they landed at New York, and from there
came on west until they reached Adams Town-
ship of Defiance County. There they located
in the wilds and securing eighty acres of laud
which had perhaps never yielded a crop and
certainly had no improvements upon it, they
erected the typical log cabin of the eai-ly set-

tler and gircled themselves to the heavy task
of pioneering in the woods. They cleared off

the timber, drained the swamps, and there
they passed their honored and useful lives.

The father died in 1886, and the mother some
years later. They were devout Christian
people, were charter members of Bethlehem
Lutheran Church, and as long as they lived

contributed actively of their work and their

means to its support, Henry Panning serving
for years as one of its officials. Politically he
was a democrat. Their daughter Cathei-ine,

after coming to this country, married George
Freytag, and they became well to do farmers
of Napoleon Township and reared a large

family.

Fred Panning grew up in Napoleon Town-
ship and took up as a permanent vocation the

work to which he had been reared and trained,

farming. Pie was married in Henry County
to Dora Panning, who though of the same
name has no close relationship, though her

parents, Fred and Catherine Panning, were
also natives of Hanover, Germany, and were
early settlers of Henry County, where they

were among the substantial German Lutheran
people of that section. Mrs. Panning M'ns

born at the old home of her parents in 1855.

She was a devoted wife and mother, gave the

best of her character and ability to the train-

ing and rearing of her children, and her death

on November 9, 1908, was the hardest loss

Mr. Panning and his children have had to

bear. She was a confirmed Lutheran and was
always devoted to her church.

Mr. Panning and his family are all members
of the Bethlehem Lutheran Church. The
children are: Henry, who lives on his farm
in Defiance Count.y, married Doretta Gerken
of Adams Township, and their three children

are Olivine, Doris and Fred. Lenna is a

trained nurse living at Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Caroline is still immarried and looks after

the household duties for her father. Augusta
is the wife of Bernhardt Arps, and they look

after the farm for Mr. Panning, being the

parents of one child, Regina, who was born
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May 4, 1913. The youngest child is Julia,

who is now at Milwaukee studying to be a
trained nurse.

Dietrich Panning. A native son of Henry
County, a resident still on the farm where he

was born in Napoleon Township, Dietrich Pan-
ning has long been known as an industrious,

painstaking and energetic farmer, a man of

progressive ideas, thoroughly alive to the

needs of his community and a citizen who has

always been ready to perform his duties and
responsibilities.

His labors have brought him a full measure
of success. He has a fine farm, has reared

and is rearing a household of children who do
him honor, and his name is always spoken with

respect in the community where he has spent

his life. He was born in section 18 of Napo-
leon Township, November 27, 1859. His pres-

ent farm comprises 120 acres, one acre of

which has been set aside for cemetery purposes

and is known as Breman's cemetery. JMr.

Panning has been constructive in his work, and
has a fine group of buildings. He built his

large red barn, which stands on a foundation

32 by 84 feet, and also has a substantial nine-

room house.

His parents were Henry C. and Dora (Oth-

mer) Panning, both natives of Hanover, Ger-

many. His father was born about 1822 and
his mother in 1834. Both were of Lutheran
stock. They came to this country separately

in sailing vessels, landing at New York.

Henry C. Panning first went to Kelley 's Island

near Sandusky, worked in the stone quarries

there, and finally came to Henry County,

.where he met and married his wife. They then

started to develop their new home in the woods,

the land they acquired being the farm now
owned by Dietrich Panning. There, being in-

dustrious and thrifty, they found their great-

est comfort in hard work and in providing a

home for their children. Thus in time they

had much to be satisfied with, and after their

death the old homestead went to their son

Dietrich, who has kept up its improvements
and members of the third generation of the

family are now living upon it. The parents

were among the organizers of the Lutheran
church in that neighborhood and the father

was long one of its officials.

Dietrich Panning was one of two sons and
seven daughters, all of whom grew up. One
daughter died unmarried and another died

leaving three children.

In his home township Mr. Panning mar-

ried Miss Amelia Sheele, who was born in Ger-

many December 20, 1863, and when five years

old came to the United States and to Henrj-

County with her parents, Christof Sheele and
wife, whose maiden name was Schroeder.

They spent their lives as farmers in Henry
County, and died when about seventy years

of age. Mr. Sheele was a democrat and he

and his wife were Lutherans.

Of the six children born to Mr. and Mrs.

Panning one, Ella, died at the age of eleven

years. Those living are: Ferdinand, age

twenty-eight ; Emma, Arnold, Emil and Carl.

All received good advantages in the local

schools, and Carl is still a student. The family

are members of the Lutheran Church, of which

Mr. Panning is an official, and he and his older

sons are democrats in politics.

Scott Xeely. One of the best known resi-

dents of Allen County is Scott Neely. He
has been distinguished by a special genius for

ability to render service thoroughly and well

in every undertaking. That has naturally

kept his talents in demand, and there has

never been a time when he has not been able

to accept opportunities to keep himself busy

and to live profitably and usefully.

His family have been identified with Allen

County since the early settlement. His

grandfather, Thomas Neely, was born in

Hanover, Germany, and came to the United

States when a boy, his family locating in

Allen County, in Bath Township, prior to

1830. James Neely, father of Scott Neely,

was an auctioneer and farmer, and owned a

large amount of land in Allen County. He
was an honored soldier of the Civil war, hav-

ing served four years and eight months. He
died August 10," 1894. He also did consid-

erable business as a contractor, and was quite

prominent in German Towmship, where he

served as trustee and clerk. James Neelv

married Mary C. Barriek, a daughter of Wil-

liam and Mary Barriek, of German Town-

ship. They reared a family of seven children,

named Frank, William, Charles, Scott, Alice,

^largaret and Ida May.
Scott Neely was bom in Gei-man Township,

of Allen County. August 3, 1861. For some

time lie was associated with his father in con-

tracting work, and in the meantime acquired

an education in the public schools. For over

twentv years he was a teamster with the

American Straw Board Company of Lima,

and when the plant of that companv was

destroyed by fire he was selected out of many
applicants as foreman to oversee the work of

tearing down the ruins. He has also bought
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and sold horses and 'for many years has been
considered one of the' best auctioneers in Allen

and adjacent counties. His most successful

enterprise in recent years has been the buying
of hay and straw on a large scale. He now
has an equipment of four hay balers and
employs from twenty to twenty-five men in

the work. His business as a hay baler and
dealer extends all over Allen County and
adjacent sections of Ohio, and he ships to

New York, Boston and other ea.stern markets.

In his native township he has a fine farm of

240 acres and has, of course, made the opera-

tion of this a source of profit.

Mr. Neely is now treasurer of Gennan
Township and for twelve years was a mem-
ber of the school board. He is a trustee of

the Methodist Episcopal Church of Allentowni.

a treasurer of the Epworth League, and for

years was treasurer of the Sunday school.

Fraternally he is affiliated with Lima Lodge
No. 783, Independent Order of Odd Fellows,

and also with the Encampment.
On December 31, 1883, he married Sarah

Bruner, daughter of Martin and Sarah
jBruner of Auglaize Countv. At her death
on October 30, 1886, Mrs. Neely left two chil-

dren. The son, Clem, who was born August
17, 1884, is now a partner with his father in

the hay business, and is a member of both
the subordinate and encampment degrees of

Odd Fellowship: in 1910 he married Delsie

Sears of Ada, Ohio, and their two children

are Fanella and Bernice. Neva Etta, the

second child, was born September 16. 1887,

and was married in June, 1903, to A. T.

Whyman, a business man of San Antonio.
Texas; their three children are Opal, Ola
May and John Ernest.

On Januarj' 5, 1897, Mr. Neely married
Lydia Cary, a daughter of Henry and Rebecca
Gary. Her father was bom in Hanover.
Germany, and came to America at the age of

six years, the family locating in Allen
County. Mr. and Mrs. Neely have seven chil-

dren : Gary May, Cecil Marie, Lester Lloyd.
all three of whom are students in the Lima
High School; Russell Earl, James Oliver,

Harry Clyde and Juanita.

V. 0. Moore, M. D. Since completing his

medical education Doctor ]\Ioore has been in

successful practice at Toledo, covering a

period now of almost twenty years. A physi-

cian of the highest standing, he is also known
for his participation in business and civic

affairs and is one of Toledo's bankers.

Doctor Moore was born January 11, 1870,
in Morrow County, Ohio, son of Royal and
Rachel (Evans) Moore. His father was born
in Ohio of English and Irish ancestry, while
the mother was of Welsh stock. Royal Moore
had a long and successful career, having been
a teacher, farmer and stock raiser. He had a
gift for business, and everything he did
seemed to prosper. Doctor ^loore, the

j^ounger of his father's two children, had
good home advantages when a boy and was
also the recipient of a liberal education. He
attended the public schools, afterwards the

Ohio Wesleyan University, and then the Ohio
State University, in wliieh he received the
degree of bachelor of science in 1895. He
took his medical course in the Starling Medi-
cal College. In 1898 he located at Toledo and
has been engaged in practice there ever since.

His home is at 1107 Starr Avenue and his

office is at 1105 Starr Avenue. He is a mem-
ber of the Lucas County and the Ohio State
Medical Society. Doctor Moore is vice presi-

dent of the People's Savings Bank at Toledo
and has financial interests in various other
business enterprises. He is prominent in

Masonry, has attained the thirtj'-second de-
gree of the Scottish Rite and is master of
ceremonies in the Consistory of Toledo. He
has served as master of the Blue Lodge, high
priest of the chapter and has held chairs in

the Commandery of the Knights Templar and
in the other branches of the York Rite. He
is a member of the Greek letter society Alpha
Chapter of Kappa Sigma.

Doctor Moore was married October 13,

1895, in Morrow County, Ohio, to Miss Ger-
trude B. Bliss. Her father was a successful
physician at Delaware, Ohio. Mrs. Moore,
who was one of a farail}^ of two children, was
educated in the public schools and was gradu-
ated from the Ohio Weslevan University with
the class of 1893.

George H. Drewes. Jlore than seventy
years ago the members of the Drewes family,
of German stock, came to Henry County and
established themselves in what was still a
wilderness. Here for three generations they
have lived, prospered, enjoyed to the full com-
munity esteem, and have left as monuments
to their labors and enterprise many acres
cleared, many buildings erected, and at the
same time have performed their duties and
upheld their responsibilities as citizens, so
that the name is associated with honest work
and upright manhood and womanhood.
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One of the well known members of this

family is now a successful farmer in Napo-
leon Township. George H. Drewes was born
in Henry County August 30, 1870, a son of

Henry and Wilhelmina (Freytag) Drewes,
both of whom were natives of Hanover, Ger-
many, where they were born in 1844 and
1845 respectively. When children they came
with their respective parents to America.
Grandfather William Drewes was a tailor, and
on coming to the United States located in

Henry County, where in connection with his

trade he also took up farming. He acquired a

large estate of 400 acres or more, and was one
of the vei-j' prosperous early settlers. His
death occurred at the age of seventy-eight

in Napoleon Township. His wife had died

there not long after coming to this country.

Both were members of the Lutheran Church.
George H. Drewes' maternal grandfather.
Fred Freytag, came with his family about
1850, and also secured and improved lands
in Napoleon Township, where he died when
past eighty years. The Freytags were also

Lutherans and both families supported demo-
cratic principles in politics. Henry Drewes
and wife both grew up in this wild timbered
country, were married in the county, and
eventually by their idustry secured 160 acres,

eighty acres in Adams Township of Defiance

County and eighty ad.ioining it in Napoleon
Township of Henry County. On that farm
Wilhelmina Drewes died in 1880, when in

middle life. Her husband married for his

second wife ]Mrs. Sophia (Imbroch) Rohrs,

who was born in Henry County of German
parentage. Henry Drewes and his second

wife a few years ago moved to Ridgeville and
are living there retired and in comfort. Both
are members of the Lutheran church and he
is a democrat.

George H. Drewes was one of five children,

three of whom died j'oung. His only brother,

William, is now married and a prosperous
farmer in Napoleon Township, the father of

two sons and a daughter.

Reared and educated in Henry County,

George H. Drewes finished his schooling with

the district advantages and early applied his

labors to making his own way. By thrift and
earnest endeavor he was able to make his first

purchase of eighty acres in 1898. This pur-

chase was in section thirty-three of Napoleon
Township. Later a subsequent purchase of

eighty acres gave him a farm of 160 acres,

and this is one of the well improved places of

that section of the county. He grows all the

staple crops including sugar beet, and he has
made that a profitable item of his agricultural
efforts, usually raising from fifteen to seven-
teen tons per acre. In 1899 he erected his

large barn, 80 by 40 feet, which constitutes

one of the conspicuous improvements along
the country highway in that section of the

county, and he has another barn 25 by 40
feet besides various outbuildings. He keeps
a luunber of good graded stock.

In Freedom Township of Henry County
Mr. Drewes married Sophie ^lahnke. She was
born in Freedom Township, where her parents

had settled on coming from Germany. Her
father died in 1903, while her mother is now
living with her youngest daughter, Mrs. Ida
Panning, and is sixty-seven years of age. This

family also are Lutherans, and her father was
a democrat. Mr. and Mrs. Drewes are the

happy parents of eight children. The three

oldest. Arnold, George H. Jr. and Lorena,

have all been confirmed in the Lutheran
Church at Flatrock, and are attending school.

The A'ounger children are Harold, Richard,

Edwin, Erna and Luther. ^Ir. Drewes takes

an active interest in local affairs, and is now
serving as a member of the school board.

Politically he is a democrat.

John J. Vollmayer. One of the leading

financial institutions of Toledo is the Market
Savings Bank Company, which in the past

twelve years has had a remarkable record of

growth and development and as a savings in-

stitution stands in the front rank of such or-

ganizations in Northwest Ohio. Active from
the very first as one of the organizers, and now
the first vice president of the company, John

J. Vollmayer has had much to do with the

success of this concern, though the active re-

sponsibilities of organization and management
have from the fii-st devolved upon his son,

William G. Vollmayer, who is cashier of the

bank, and to whom reference is made on other

pages.

For more than forty years John J. Voll-

mayer has been actively identified with the

mercantile, financial and civic life of Toledo.

In fact, most of his career has been spent in

this city, though he was born in Cleveland,

August* 14, 1848. He was the oldest of four

children, three sons and one daughter, whose

parents were Michael and Barbara (Opple)

Vollmayer. The latter were both natives of

Germany, where they married, and in 1846

emigrated to the United States, first locating

at Cleveland, which was their home for two
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years, and from there they came to Toledo.

Michael VoUmayer was a farmer by occupa-
tion, and on moving to Toledo he established

his home on Detroit Avenue, where he died in

1857. His widow survived until 1894. Of
their children the only two now living are

John J. and Rev. Michael Vollmayer, who is

now pastor of St. Mary's Catholic Church at

Massillon, Ohio. The other son, George, died

at Toledo in 1896. and the daughter, Mrs.
Mary Gluckstein, died at Baltimore, Marjr-

land, in 1895. Rev. Michael Vollmayer, it

should be noted, was graduated from Canisius
College, a Jesuit institution at Buffalo, New-
York, was educated for the priesthood at St.

Marj^'s Seminary in Cleveland, and for a num-
ber of years has been active as a priest and
pastor. All the children except John were
born at Toledo.

John J. Vollmayer grew up in Toledo, at-

tended the parochial schools, and first learned
the trade of woodworker. His business career

began in 1873 as proprietor of a modest retail

grocery establishment at the corner of Page
and Locust streets. He continued in active

busines.s there, serving a greatly increased

trade until 1898. In that year he embarked
in the wholesale and retail liquor business at

125 Superior Street, and that was his busi-

ness headquarters for about ten years.

He actively assisted his son in organizing the

Market Savings Bank Company, and since the
institution opened its doors for business. May
2, 1904, he has been the active vice president.

Mr. Vollmayer ha.s also acquired much val-

uable real estate in Toledo and is one of the
responsible and substantial business men and
public spirited citizens.

He wa.s very active in democratic politics

at Toledo and in Lucas County until the cam-
paign of 1896, when he refused to support the

party platform ahd the candidacy of William
Jennings Bryan. However, he is still a be-

liever in what he considers real democratic
principles, and in 1912 he supported the nomi-
nee, Mr. Wilson, for the presidency. In 1877
Mr. Vollmayer was elected a member of the

police board from the old Seventh Ward, and
in 1879 was elected to represent the same
ward in the city council. In 1881 he was
again chosen a member of the police force, but
was legislated out of the office by the Foster
bill. In 1882 he was elected member at large

for the four-year long term on the police

board, and his services justified his renomina-
tion, though he was defeated in the election.

He has identified himself with manv re-

ligious and fraternal movements. He is a

member of St. Mary's Catholic Church, of St.

Michael's Benevolent Society of the parish,

the Bavarian Benevolent Society, the Catholic

Knights of America, the Knights of Columbus,
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks
and the Toledo Commerce Club.

On May 21, 1872, while a resident of Balti-

more, Maryland, where he was temporarily
engaged in business, Mr. Vollmayer married
IMiss Emelia C. Becker of Baltimore. To their

marriage have been born five children : Wil-
liam G., cashier of the ^Market Savings Bank
Company; Dr. Robert H., a dentist at Toledo,

who is a graduate in the dental department of

tlie University of Michigan; Florence. Ger-
trude and Claude, all at home. William G.

wa.s born in Baltimore, but the rest of the chil-

dren are all natives of Toledo.

Henry Th.wer Niles. A man who pos-

sessed all the breadth and depth of New Eng-
land culture was the late Henry Thayer Niles

of Toledo. He was known as a scholar, lawyer
and educator, and for years commanded one
of the highest positions in the Urbana bar and
in the ranks of citizenship. Upon coming to

Toledo he formed a partnership with Morrison
R. Waite, later chief .justice of the United
States Supreme Court but Mr. Niles' health

failed and his partnership was abandoned.
When he died at his home on CoUingwood

Avenue in Toledo January 13. 1901, he was
seventy-two years of age. He had been born
in West Fairlee, Vermont. His early environ-

ment was one to stimulate and bring out the

best in his mmd and character. With the in-

dividual endowments of his own mind com-
bined many worthy qualities inherited from
his forefathers. It was in the early years of

the seventeenth century' that the first ancestors

of the Niles family landed at Block Island in

Connecticut. All the male ancestors of the

late Mr. Niles were college graduates, many
of them from Princeton and Harvard, and
one was a member of the first graduating class

from old Harvard. There were also members
of the family who took part in the Colonial

and Indian and later in the Revolutionary
war. His grandfather. Nathaniel Niles, was
born at South Kingston. Rhode Island, in

1741, gradiiated from the Princeton Uni-
versity in 1766. and durinsr the rest of his

life was a man of many distinctions. He took

up the ministry, and was a splendid pulpit

orator and writer. He published several books
of sermons. He also wrote a patriotic ode
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which was set to music and which was sung by
some of the marching companies in the war
of the Revolution. For twenty-seven years
he was a trustee of Dartmouth College, and
while serving in that capacity he prepared the
records and other data for the celebrated Dart-
mouth College case in which Daniel "Webster
gained enduring fame as an orator and estab-

lished precedents which are still vital in our
political and industrial life. Although he was
never admitted to the bar he was elected to

a place on the' Supreme bench of Vermont, and
filled that ofSce as admirabl.v as if he had been
a lawyer by profession and training.

The late Henry Thayer Niles was a grad-
uate of Dartmouth College, the institution

with which his grandfather had been so promi-
nently identified, and after leaving college he
traveled abroad for two years. Returning
home, he took the chair of Greek and Latin
languages in the college at Urbana, Ohio, and
while there studied law and eventually took
up its practice. From Urbana he moved to

Toledo, and thereafter in his practice he was
associated on equal terms of abilitj^ and success

with the leading members of the bar. At his

death his remains were taken to Urbana, Ohio,

and are now at rest in the family lot in that

city.

Though a New Englander born and bred,

he was an unswerving democrat in politics,

and alwa.vs ready to make any reasonable sac-

rifice to advance the principles of his party.

He was not a politician nor a radical partisan.

He studied politics and all political and social

problems with a breadth of comprehension be-

yond most men, and as his own convictions

were based upon reason, he could afford to

take a tolerant view of divergent opinions.

He was a citizen such as any community
should be proud to possess, and those who
knew him intimately had a great admiration
for his scholarship, his thorough and well

rounded culture, his purity of motive, and the

dignity with which he bore himself in all the

relations of life. He was a man of retiring

disposition, and for this reason was not known
intimately by a large circle of acquaintances.

Thoueh he po.ssessed some friends who were
bound to him by the ties of real and enduring
friendship and loyaltv. his bonks were liis

best and most constant friends and com-
panions, and when not engaged in work he
found his chief pleasure and recreation in the
midst of his library. He was not a collector

or buyer of books in the ordinary sense of the
term, since he bought onlv those books which

he knew or whose contents he desired to

master. It was said that he was practically

master of every book in his library. He took
enjoyment in a wide range of literature. He
was familiar with the poets and nearly all the
ancieht and modern standard authors, and he
had read such authors as Homer, Horace,
Shakespeare and Burns not only in his college

days but kept up his associations with those
great minds throughout his life. He was him-
self able to wield a facile pen, and some of the
verse which he wrote at different times pos-

sesses more than ordinary merit. One literary

distinction in particular should be noted. He
translated the Agricola of Tacitus in fewer
English words than are found in the original

Latin. This capacity for condensation was
somewhat characteristic of his style as an Eng-
lish writer, and there was a charm as well as

a forceful vigor about his prose writing.

Mr. Niles had a home life that was nothing
short of ideal. He had congenial domestic
relations, always enjoyed the confidence of his

children, and made their joys and sorrows his

own. He was survived by his widow, two
daughters and one son. The son is Hon.
Frank B. Niles of Toledo.

George Arps. A man who has accom--

plished as much as George Arps as a good citi-

zen, home provider and straightforward honest

gentleman has a just cause for pride. His
home is one of the fine farms in section nine-

teen of Napoleon Township in Henry County,

and he is now living with his children and has

surrounded himself with everything to make
life comfortable and enjoyable.

In business he has been a general farmer
and stock raiser, and owns 177 acres of the

farm where he was born December 25, 1868.

He grew up, receiving his education in the

local schools, and has lived on one farm since

early youth to the present time. For the past

eighteen years he has been owner of the old

place and his own contributions to its im-

provement include a large barn 40 by 90

feet, besides a grain and tool house. His

residence is a substantial house of eight rooms
and was built thirty-four years ago by his

father, Henry Arps. Henry Ai-ps also put the

first habitation on the land, a logj cabin covered

with clapboards and 16 by 28 feet in di-

mensions. This old building, which is still

standing and in a jjood state of repair, was
erected in 1852 and is an interesting landmark.

Henry Arps. who established this branch of

the Arps family in Henry County, was born
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not far from the City of Hauover, Germany,
iu 1826, and was reared and educated there.

He was quite young when his mother died, and
about 1850 he and his father set out for the

United States, coming by a sailing vessel that

required eight weeks to make the ocean voyage
from Bremen to New York. From there they

came by the Hudson River, Erie Canal and
the lakes to Toledo, and then struck out

through the woods on foot until they arrived

at the home of a cousin, Herman Arps, who
about two years before had come to this coun-

try and located in section nineteen of Napo-
leon Township. Henry Arps' father died the

same year of his arrival. Henry then spent a

year or so working on the Wabash Railroad

and the canal, and then invested his meager
capital at the rate of 75 cents an acre in forty

acres of wild land iu section 19 near the home
of his cousin Herman. Not long afterward

he put up the log cabin already mentioned,

and to that humble abode brought his bride

when he married. The maiden name of his

wife was Melissa Gerken. She too was a

native of Hanover, Germany, and had come
to this country as a young woman with her

parents and by the same route and manner
as the Arps had made their emigration, though
she arrived about two years later. The Ger-

ken family located in Adams Township of De-

fiance County, but not far from where the

Arps had their home. After Henry Arps
married he and his young wife faced the seri-

ous responsibilities of life and undertook the

heaviest kind of labor in providing a home
for themselves and their children. Henry
Arps was a very industrious man and by his

long continued labors cleared the dense tim-

ber from his fields and developed a farm of

ninety-six acres including some of the best

and richest soil in Henry County. His career

of usefulness came to a close with his death

n 1898. The mother of George Arps died when
the latter was nine days old, and she was then

only thirty-two years of age. Henry Arps
married for his second wife Mary Badenhope
of Freedom Township, but a native of Han-
over. Germany. She had come to this coun-

try and to Henry County with her mother
and two brothers, Henry and Herman, the

little family locating in Freedom Township,
where her brothers are still living and have
fTmilies. The second Mrs. Henry Arps died

on the old homestead in 1905. She left no
children. Henrv and all his familv were
members of the Bethlehem Lutheran Church
in \(1-'tiis Township of Defiance County.
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George Arps is one of five children by his

mother. Mary is the wife of Fred Scheele,

a farmer of Bartlow Township in Hunry
County, and she has four sons and two daugh-
ters. John lives on a farm in Monroe Town-
ship of Henry County and has three sons and
four daughters. Elizabeth died after her mar-
riage to the late Henry Panning, and they left

a family of three sons and two daughters.
Henry, Jr., is a farmer in Bartlow Township
and has five sons and two daughters.

George Arps was married in his native
township to Miss Katie Heldberg, who was
born in Hanover, Germany, in February.
1868. In 1875, when she was seven j'ears old,

she came to the United States with her parents,

Fred and Jlargaret (Norden) Heldberg, this

family locating on a farm in Adams Town-
ship of Defiance County, where her parents
spent the rest of their days, her father dying
at the age of sixty-five and her mother at

seventy-nine. Both the Heldberg and Arps
families have been loyal members of the Luth-
eran Church and in politics the prevailing

affiliation has been with the democratic party.

Mr. George Arps is one of the trustees of

Bethlehem Church.
To the marriage were born three children

:

Ernest, who was born on the old homestead
August 9, 1896, received his education in the

local public schools and is still at home. Mary,
born April 7, 1901, is now in the seventh grade
of the public school, while Amelia, born Sep-
tember 6, 1905, is in the sixth grade. Mrs.

Arps, the devoted mother of these children,

passed away at her home May 1, 1907, when
her youngest child was two and one-half years

old.

Christian W. Beub.\ker, whose home is in

Napoleon Township on one of the fine farms of

that locality, represents some of the true pio-

neer stock of Northwest Ohio, and has himself

lived more than threescore and ten years and
in early youth experienced some of the primi-

tive conditions which prevailed in all this

region when his parents first settled there.

His birth occurred on a farm in Sugar Creek

Township of Stark County, Ohio, September
27, 1843, and when he was four years of age,

in September, 1847, his parents moved to

Henry County. His father, John Brubaker.

had come out to Henry County some years pre-

viously and had prospected all over the coun-

try. He made this journey on foot, and at

that time he erected the log cabin in the woods
which subsequentlv became the first habita-
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tion of the Brubaker family in Henry County.

This first home of the Brubakers was a mile

north of Florida Station, and few people in

the present time can imagine the extreme

wildness of the country at that time. There

was abundance of wild game in the woods,

very little of the land was broken or culti-

vated, and people confined themselves to the

barest necessities of existence. The first home
of the Brubakers was a typical log cabin, with

a clapboard roof, and with a stick and mor-

tar chimney and fireplace. All the cooking

was done at this fireplace, and the furnish-

ings of the home were extremely simple. It

required many days of hard labor to clear

up an acre of ground and put it into culti-

vation, and even when a surplus of crops was

produced a little market could be found. John
Brubaker had all the energy- and aggressive-

ness of the true pioneer. He was constantly

at work, and his enterprise showed itself in

bountiful fruits in later years. He developed

a fine farm, and his first purchase of eighty

acres was increased from time to time until he

owned 480 acres. He lived to see all of this

land improved in a general way and he left

it with substantial house and barn, strong

fences, and increased in value many fold over

the figures at which he had acquired it. He not

only raised crops but also did diversified

farming with stock raising. His death oc-

curred in April, 1894, just fifteen days before

his eightieth birthday. He was born in Lan-

caster County, Pennsylvania, and when a

young man went to Wilmot, then Milton,

Stark County, Ohio. When quite young he

learned the carpenter trade and conducted a

saw mill for several years in Stark County.

In that county he married Saloma Wyandt,

who was a native of Pennsylvania and a

daughter of Henry Wyandt. The Wyandt fam-

ily also joined the early settlers of Stark

County, Ohio, and all the older members of the

Brubaker and Wyandt families died there.

Mrs. John Brubaker died at the old home in

Flatrock Township of Henry County when
past eighty years of age. She and her husband

were highly respected people, were greatly

beloved by a wide circle of friends and should

be remembered among the loyal and thrifty

pioneers of this section. John Brubaker was
first a whig and afterwards a republican, and

for many years filled the ofSee of township

trustee. In the family were five sons and
three daughters, all of whom grew up and all

married except one, and all the sons and one

of the daughters are still living.

The second son and fourth child, Christian
W. Brubaker, spent his early life in Henry
County, and was at home with his parents
until past his majority. The first money he
ever earned was $70 paid him for cutting cord
wood for the Wabash Railway, which was built

about that time. He was verj- strong, handy
with the ax and with other tools, and in the

process of time he helped to clear up and
develop three different farms in Henry
County.

In 1876 Mr. Brubaker bought the southwest
quarter of section 33 in Napoleon Township,
and in 1882 established his family on that

home. In the thirty-five years that have since

passed he has developed a farm equal in

improvements and equipment to the best that

can be found in this section of Northwest Ohio.

Besides his own dwelling he has another resi-

dence on the farm, and also two large barns
and other buildings. The farm is well stocked,

year after year produces the staple crops of

Northwest Ohio, and in recent years the grow-
ing of sugar beets has been a feature of the

farm productivity. Mr. Brubaker also owns
135 acres comprising a well improved and val-

iiable farm, with house, barns and other build-

ings in Flatrock Township. As an owner of

real estate Mr. Brubaker pays annually $600
in taxes, and is one of the largest taxpayers
among the farming class of this county. He is

a stixdent of the soil and on his own farms
owns what is called burr oak and elm tree land,

a soil which is a black loam, and of almost

inexhaustible fertility when properly culti-

vated and conserved.

In Flatrock Township Mr. Brubaker mar-
ried Mis,s Martha A. Glore. She was born in

Ohio, was reared and educated in Henry
County. Her parents were John and Cather-

ine fZeiter) Glore, both of Pennsylvania,

though they were married and spent most of

their lives in Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Brubaker
became the parents of eleven children. Two
of them died in infancy, one being scalded to

death when three years of age. Eight are

still living: Albert, who lives on his father's

farm in Flatrock Township, is married and has

five children named Daniel, Ola, Ethel, Nora
and Mina. Charles Edward is a bachelor, and
is assisting his father in the management of

the home farm. Irena is the wife of George
Thorn, a Harrison Township farmer, and their

children are Yance. Martha and Opal. Hat-

tie E. is the wife of ]\Iahlon Neff, a farmer of

Flatrock Township, and they have two chil-

dren named Harold and Howard. Logan is
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still unmarried and helps run the home farm.

Lawrence E., who is associated with his

brother in conducting the homestead and lives

in the separate residence on the old farm, mar-
ried Ada Von Deyleu, and they have a son

named Vernon. Helen S., the youngest, is the

wife of Walter C. Box, a carpenter in Napo-
leon, and they are the parents of one daughter,

Evelyn.

Frederick H. Gautschi, D. 0. At Na-

poleon one of the physicians who can claim

a patronage of exceptional numerical strength

and value is Dr. Frederick H. Gautschi. who
is the representative of the osteopathic school

of medicine and has met with splendid suc-

cess. He is a representative of the sturdy

Swiss stock, and is himself a native of that

little republic.

Doctor Gautschi graduated from the Still

College of Osteopathy at Des Moines, Iowa,

with the class of 1913. After serving as an
interne in a hospital at Des lloines he came
to Napoleon and opened his office October

7, 191.5. His office is on Perry Street in one

of the best blocks of the city, and his practice

has already spread to the outermost limits of

Henry County.
He was born in Switzerland August 14,

1888, a son of Henry and Christina (Hager)
Gautschi. His parents were married in

Switzerland at the age of twenty-four. The
father was a cabinet maker by trade, and
when Doctor Gautschi was about one year of

age the family consisting of parents and four
children set out for America, embarking on

a vessel at Ha\Te, France, and after arriving

at New York coming on to Bluffton, Ohio.

The father followed his trade for some years

there and then located at Pandora, Ohio,

where the father and mother still live, he at

the age of seventy-two and she at seventy.

Both are still active, and by his skillful work
as a mechanic the father has been quite pros-

perous. They are members of the Reformed
Church and in politics he is independent.
The four children born in Switzerland were:
Alfred H., who is married and lives in the

State of Nebraska and has a daughter and a

son ; Polena, who died leaving two children

;

Sophia, wife of Menno Egly of Phoenix. Ari-
zona ; and Doctor Gautschi. After coming to

America two other children were born : Helen,
who died in young womanhood; and Marie,
who is a nurse.

Doctor Gautschi was reared and educated
in Ohio, graduated from the high school at

Pandora in 1909, and for several years' of
his early life worked on a stock farm. He
then took up the study of medicine, and
though less than thirty years of age is al-

ready securely established in his profession.
He is also a German scholar and speaks the
language fluently. Doctor Gautschi belongs
to the Methodist Church and in politics is

independent.

J. Albert Brown. While one of the most
progressive and enterprising farmers of Henry
County would hardly be known by the name
J. Albert Brown, his many friends in that sec-
tion would immediately recognize him when
he is referred to as "Doc" Brown. Doc
Brown inherited many of the sturdy charac-
teristics of his father, the late James K.
Brown. But he has not kept the talents
bequeathed him by his father under a napkin.
His has been a profitable stewardship, and his
enterprise is well represented in the splendid
country home he has in Harrison Township.
He is of Protestant Irish ancestry. His

grandfather, James Brown, was born in Ire-

land, was educated there, and when a young
man came to the United States. For a" num-
ber of years he taught school and farmed in
Morgan and Perry counties, Ohio. He was
away on a trip through the West when he was
accidentally drowned in 18.36. While the
details of his death have never been known to
his family it is probable that he lost his life

in the Mississippi River. He was then in the
prime of his years. He married a Pennsyl-
vania girl, Pallas Kriger, who was of German
Catholic parents. She survived her husband
only a year or two and died in Morgan County,
Ohio, when comparatively young. They were
the parents of twelve children, including sons
named Joseph, George, James K., Jacob, and
daughters named Mrs. Nancy Stump, Mrs.
Eliza Hughes, Mrs. Jane Thorp and Eliza-
beth. All these children are now deceased.
James K. Brown because of the early death

of his parents had to start life almost with no
advantages and his success is therefore all the
more remarkable. He was born in Morgan
County, Ohio, October 8, 1827, and grew up
and married there. His wife was Miss Debbie
Johns. She was also a native of Morgan
County and was a few years younger than her
husband. More than sixty-eight years ago
James K. Brown arrived in Henry County.
He was one of the early pioneers of Flat Rock
Township. He made "a rather humble start

there with only forty acres of wild land, and
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he and his wife not only worked hard but

denied themselves the simplest comforts in

order that they might get a home and bring

up their children to be worthy men and
women. The only active capital James K.

Brown had when he arrived in Henry County
was a yoke of cattle. He used these cattle

in clearing up his land and before the war
broke out he had a fine farm and was in pros-

perous circumstances. In 1867 he removed
to Harrison Township, where he bought 160

acres of partly improved land. From that

time forward his circumstances improved
almost with every year. After a few years

he bought another forty acres, later twenty-

five acres, then seventy acres, and finally forty

acres in Liberty Township. He also owned a

good house in Napoleon City, but he died at

the place of his first settlement in Napoleon

Township on March 6, 1916. His first wife

was the mother of all his children, and she

died in 1851, before she had fully realized the

prosperity which she had worked so hard to

attain. She was in the prime of life when she

died. For his second wife James K. Brown
married Rebecca McCormiek, a widow, whose
fir.st husband had died of illness while a soldier

in the Civil war, and for his third wife Mr.

Brown married Mrs. Pauline Knapp. She

is a resident of Napoleon, Ohio. James K.

Brown and his fii"st wife had the following

children : George, who entered the army when
a boy and died of the measles at Chattanooga,

Tennessee, being then a little past fifteen years

of age ; Daniel, who became a railway conduc-

tor and died at Fort Wayne, Indiana, unmar-
ried ; Mary, who died in young womanhood

;

Wilson, who lives in Napoleon and has a fam-

ily by his marriage to Jessie Randall: J.

Albert; and Millie, wife of David Hnffer of

Liberty Township and the mother of one son.

J. Albert Brown grew up in Henry County,

and has spent most of his life in Harrison

Township. He and his children now own 280

acres of some of the finest land in the entire

county. His home place has a handsome eleven

room house with basement and furnished

with all the modern conveniences which can

be found in the average city home. The lighting

is from an acetylene plant. There are two big

barns each 40 by 80 feet, and numeroiis other

buildings. Two silos, 14 feet in diameter and
40 feet high, with a capacity of 300 tons, are

an index of the kind of progressive farming

that goes on at the Brown homestead. He also

keeps some of the better grades of stock. The
Brown farm for a inimber of vears has been

famous for its large crop yields. As high as

forty-seven bushels of wheat have been
threshed from one acre, and 100 bushels of

corn have been gathered from a similar quan-
tity of land.

In Napoleon Township Mr. Brown married
Vina Bales, daughter of Mr. Jacob Bales by
his first wife. Jacob Bales was one of the

early settlers of Napoleon Township and was
long an honored citizen of that community.
Mrs. Brown grew up in Henry County, re-

ceived careful training both at home and in

the local schools, and has proved a most
devoted mother to her children.

Bessie, the oldest of their children, mar-
ried E. D. Meyers of Harrison Township.
Ralph is showing many of the progressive

qualities of his father in the business of farm-
ing and lives on one of his father's places

with a modern two-story eight-room brick

house and a barn 34 by 60 feet; he married
Helen Egler, and they have a daughter, Anna
B. Vernon, who was well educated in the local

grammar and high schools like the other chil-

dren, also completed a course in the business

college at Fort Wayne, and is still at home.
The two younger children, both at home, are

Alonzo and Eva, the latter still pursuing her

studies in the local schools. All the family

are members of the ilethodist Church and in

matters of politics Mr. Brown has been a

steadfast supporter of the i-epublican party.

Joseph Lochbihler. One of Lucas County 's

.successful representatives in the field of agri-

culture is Joseph Lochbihler, whose home with

its fine improvements is located a mile and a

half east of Richfield Center in Richfield

Township. He has prospered in his chosen

work and has made his influence count for

good in that locality.

He was born in Detroit, Michigan, Decem-
ber 11, 1862, a son of Joseph and Genevieve
(Shriner) Lochbihler. In 1865, when he was
three years of age the family moved to Rich-

field Center, where his father became a suc-

cessful farmer and took an active part in local

affairs. The homestead farm was at the edge

of the Village of Richfield Center. The par-

ents retired to that village in 1891 and the

father died there in 1906 and the mother in

1908. Joseph Lochbihler was a republican,

with independent tendencies, and in religion

was a Catholic. Seven of their children

attained majority and the four now alive are

:

Charles, who is a Richfield Township farmer

and by his marriage to Ethel Green has five
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daughters and three sons ; Joseph, who is next
of age: Jlathias, who lives retired in Rich-
field Center and married Elizabeth Miller;

Jacob, who lives in Toledo and married Cath-
erine Biek.

It was on the old home farm that Joseph
Lochbihler spent his childhood and youth,
gaining an education in the local schools and
when he married he started out for himself.

He now owns a fine farm a mile and a half

east of Richfield Center and by the revenues
produced through his enterprising manage-
ment has not only provided for his family but
has also constituted his farm a fine home with
model improvements.

In 1891 he married . at Richfield Center
Mary Woodward, daughter of Charles and
Jane Woodward. They are the parents of
three children, Genevieve. Leta, and Norman
J. Politically "Sir. Lochbihler is an independ-
ent republican and is affiliated with the Inde-
pendent Order of Odd Fellows.

Hon. James M. Ritchie. The lawyers of
tlie first several decades in the life of North-
west Ohio have passed away. Of those who
came to the bar in the stirring years before
the Civil war, practically all have long since
laid down their briefs. A few survive in

retirement, enjoying the ease and dignity
which lives of intellectual activity have earned.
It is a distinction unique possessed by Hon.
James M. Ritchie, who has been called "the
oldest living member of the bar, its oldest
practitioner, and most dearly beloved mem-
ber."

On April 19, 1857, just four years before
the outbreak of the great rebellion, James M.
Ritchie, then twenty-eight years of age, was
admitted to the bar at Toledo. Since then
nearly sixty years have passed and during
much the greater part of that time he .served

faithfnll.v and well both in the ranks of the
lawyers and in positions of trust.

James M. Ritchie was bora in the noted
Abbey Town of Dunfermline, Scotland, July
28, 1829. He recently passed his eighty-sev-

enth birthday. His father, Thomas J\I. Ritchie,

was a teacher by profession, and in later years
a merchant and farmer. In 1832 the family
came to the United States, settling near
Ogdensburg, New York, where both parents
died. The maiden name of the mother was
Ann Robertson.

Considering his time and opportunities,

James M. Ritchie received a liberal education.

He attended public school at Ogdensburg, also

the Academy, and for six years was a success-

ful teacher, spending three years in that occu-
pation in New York and three years in Ohio.
While teaching he studied law and both as a

student and youthful practitioner he came into

personal relationships with some of the distin-

guished lawyers and jui'ists whose names were
household words in Ohio fifty or sixty years
ago.

After his admission to the bar he practiced

a short time in Lorain County, but in 1858
returned to Toledo and formed a partnership
with Judge F. A. Jones. After several years

he became a partner of Hon. Henry E. Howe.
When his son, Byron F. Ritchie, now judge of

the Court of Common Pleas, was admitted to

the bar, the firm of Ritchie, Howe & Ritchie

was established and continued until 1881.

During those years the otifice of the firm was
in the old Lenk Block, corner of Summit and
Monroe streets.

The earliest ideas Mr. Ritchie entertained

concerning political questions were largely

those of the existing democratic party.

He never voted that ticket. In 1848, before

reaching his majority, he aligned himself with

the free soil movement and is one of the few
men still living who ever supported a free soil

candidate. With the organization of the

republican party in the early '50s he eagerly

accepted its creed and principles, and is one

of the few surviving veterans who worked for

and voted for the success of the party in the

first presidential campaign of 1856. Stead-

fastly' in all the fifty years that have followed

I\Ir. Ritchie has been a stanch republican, and
in earlier years he took a very active part in

the county, state and national politics. In

1880 he was a Blaine delegate to the national

convention which nominated James A. Gar-

field. In the same year he was republican

candidate for Congress from the Sixth Con-

gressional District, including Lucas. Fulton,

Williams. Wood. Ottawa and Henry counties.

He was elected and was a member of the For-

ty-seventh Congress. He was appointed to

several important committees, and was pres-

ent in all the deliberations of Congress during

the following two ^-ears. His opponent in the

election of 1880 was Frank Hurd. Mr. Ritchie

had previously served, by election in 1867,

for eighteen months as police judge of Toledo,

having resigned before the termination of his

term.

After he returned from Washington in 188.3,

Mr. Ritchie resumed private practice and con-

tinued to look after his professional affairs
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until comparatively a recent date. He is an
active and honored member of the Lucas
County and the State Bar associations.

In 1852 he married Miss Tirzah A. Foster
of Lisbon, New York, daughter of David Fos-

ter. She lived only two years after her mar-
riage, and at her death in 1854 left one son,

now Judge Byron F. Ritchie, reference to

whom is made on other pages. In 1855 James
M. Ritchie married Mant S. Jones of Grafton,
Ohio, daughter of Hon. John R. Jones of

Grafton. This wife died in 1866, leaving a

daughter Ada, who ' now resides with her
father and is a teacher in the Scott High
School. In 1869 James M. Ritchie married
Eugenia Jones, a sister of his second wife.

Mrs. Ritchie died in 1906. She was the mother
of two children: Carrie E., wife of Doctor
Grosh of Toledo ; and Maurice A. Maurice A.

Ritchie was admitted to the Ohio bar Decem-
ber 6, 1893. For ten years he was deputy
clerk of courts of Lucas County, and was also

associated with his father in law practice until

1899. Since January 1, 1910, Maurice Ritchie

has filled the position of assignment commis-
sioner at the Lucas County courthouse.

The members of the Toledo bar and many
people know Hon. James M. Ritchie as a poet.

He has written a large amount of poetry, char-

acterized by elegance of diction and dignity of

thought, and that he still retains his intellect-

ual powers in spite of the weight of years is

proved by the appearance of one of his latest

poems in the News-Bee of January 17, 1916.

These verses, published under the title "The
Old Court House to the New," represent a

dialogue between the venerable building where
so many of the old time lawyers of Northwest
Ohio pleaded their cases and which stood on
the Courthouse Square and near by the mas-
sive new courthouse. This poem, which has
considerable historic interest, is quoted as fol-

lows, beginning with a part of the address
made by the old courthouse to the new:

"And the Bench and the Bar that may come
to your shrine.

Will they hold up the standard as faithful

as mine?
Will your Judges the forum of Justice en-

rich

With the Conscience of Collins, the acumen
of Pitch?

Will time in its fulness bring back to your
Bench

The .iudgment of Rouse and the learning of

French ?

Four jurists whose records remain without
flaw,

Pit symbols of Equity, Justice and Law.
Will the Nation in seeking the grandest of

men
Come to you to select a Chief Justice again?

0, proud be the honor, your privilege great.
If you count in your numbers a jurist like

Waite,
So strong, just and pure, aye, so worthy the

place

Made famous by Jlarshall, Jay, Storj^ and
Chase/

So long he was with me, so close we had
grown,

That I feel like a part of his fame was ray
own. '

'

The reply made by the new courthouse
reads

:

"The old pass away and their places are
filled

By the young and the new with fresh vigor
instilled.

And mighty the triumphs the future shall

herald

;

The young of today are the hope of the world.
With achievements in store which the past

never knew,
Else nature is false, and Time's promise un-

true.

Would you have us go back to the primitive
days,

With its primitive wants and its old fashioned
ways.

Because it produced the great men whom you
name?

All honor to them, all the brighter their fame.
That in spite of environments chaining them

down
They carved out their way to enduring re-

nown—
That a genius was theirs which the age could

could not chill,

Nor darkness extinguish their lights on the
hill.

But mighty the power of the press and the

pen,

The future is big with the promise of men;
The shadows are lifting, the dawn breaks

apace.

Refulgent and grand with new hopes for the

race.

And vaster and grander achievements are due
Than time in its circle of ages e'er knew.
And cheering indeed the fruition and hand.
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The spirit of progress pervades the whole

land.

Auspicious the hour, if the right we pursue;

May the young of today to that promise be

true."

Henry A. Tobey, M. D. For the following

beautiful tribute to a member of the medical

profession in Northwest Ohio whose life work
is now finished, this publication is indebted

to Dr. Park L. Myers of Toledo

:

After fifty-six years of this "fitful dream,"
of this building up and tearing down of mol-

ecular temples, called life. Dr. Henry A. Tobey
passed from a creature of material to a crea-

ture of memory.
He took his degree in medicine from the

Miami ^ledical College with the class of 1877,

so the length of his professional life was thir-

ty-one vears. He was born in 1852 and died

in 1908.

His services were immediately taken over by
the State Hospital for the Insane at Colum-
bus, Ohio, and after three years transferred

to Dayton, Ohio, where he became superin-

tendent. After four years he started in gen-

eral practice in Lima, Ohio, where he labored

only two years till called to the work of or-

ganizing and developing the State Hospital

at Toledo, Ohio. Doctor Tobey gave the best

of liis life, for some twenty years to his work
in Toledo.

He developed as never before the policy of

giving utmost freedom to the unfortunates

consigned to his care.

Prolific inventor of mechanical things, he

was likewise an originator in the thinker's

realm. The plan of housing the insane in

numerous, moderately sized, home or cottage

like structures, witli surroundings of lawn,

flowers, shrubs and sunshine, was conceived

in his mind, and the architectural technicali-

ties necessary in such structures were worked
out in all details by him.

He led and others followed, in Europe as

well as in Aiiierica ; and today the care of the

insane has changed from cruelty to kindness.

Doctor Tobey was more than a prescriber

of pills and powders. He concerned himself

with the larger problems of human life.

He reached the heights of a philosopher

—

not because he loved music passionately; not

because he admired and fostered art in paint-

ing and sculpturing: not heea^^se he had
money and time and wanted to attract at-

tention ; but because he grasped the wonder of

life, because he loved it in plant, in animal

and in man, and because his big heart yearned
to alleviate, as much as might be, the uni-

versal biological tragedy.

With Burns he hated pride, pretence and
vanity of place. With Holmes, Whitman,
Ingersoll and Gladden, he scorned the hypo-
crite. For though he never was a member of

any sect, he was reverently religious and ten-

derly tolerant of cherished beliefs. He never
got beyond learning, nor did he miss the dia-

monds at his feet, through looking for gems
in the rainbow.

He enjoyed the pure, the honest, the worthy,
and sought them even among the poor and
lowly, and to his infinite joy he found them.

And many a mind in many a home today
keeps a little violet green in memory of him
who spoke and let sunlight in.

His life was an inspiration, and his un-

timely death a warning. Oh, when will the

medical profession learn that doctors are but
men and that no man may safely dare the temp-
ter "Nai'cotic.

"

Let me quote a poem from a "Gem" that

Doctor Tobey found and polished—Paul Law-
rence Dunbar:

The Debt

"This is the debt I pay
Just for one riotous day.

Years of regret and grief,

Sorrow without relief.

"Pay it I will to the end

—

Until the grave, my friend.

Gives me a true release

—

Gives me a clasp of peace.

"Slight was the thing I bought.

Small was the debt I thought.

Poor was the loan at best

—

God ! But the interest.
'

'

Doctor Tobey loved his protege (Dunbar),
and many a tear of joy or sorrow have I seen

course down his face as he recited the verses

he loved. Let me close this brief resume of a

great life by reading one of his favorite poems,

also by Paul Laurence Dunbar

:

The Sum

"A little dreaming by the way,
A little toiling day by day:

A little pain, a little strife,

A little joy,—and that is life.
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"A little short lived summer's mom,
When joy seems all so newly born,

When one day's sky is blue above.

And one bird sings,—-and that is love.

"A little sickening of the years,

The tribute of a few hot tears.

Two folded hands, the failing breath,

And peace at last,—and that is death.

"Just dreaming, loving, dying so,

The actors in the drama go

—

A flitting picture on the wall,

Love, Death, the themes;—but is that all?"

Henry Vixcent Hawkins. A long record
of upright living, worthy participation in

local affairs, and ample provision for himself
and his familj^ is that of Henry Vincent Haw-
kins, who is now past eighty and is living

retired at his home on the Bancroft Street

Road in Adams Township of Lucas County.
His home is two miles west of Richards Sta-

tion.

A resident of Lucas County half a cen-

tury, Mr. Hawkins was born in Troy, New
York, October 23, 1834, a son of Thomas and
Fanny (Miller) Hawkins. Three years after

his birth his parents moved to Sand Lake,
New York, where Henry V. Hawkins grew to

manhood and received his early training in

schools.

It was on March 9, 1866, Mr. Hawkins
arrived in Toledo. For two years thereafter

he lived west of that city and then located

on Dorr Street in Norwood, where he con-

ducted a dairy farm eight years. On Decem-
ber 16, 1876, he moved to Adams Township
and there for forty consecutive years has lived

on the farm that he now owns and which in

so many ways has responded to his industry
and management and has provided him with
an ample competence. For a number of years
he has turned over the active responsibilities

of farming to his sons, but though eighty-two

years of age is still following an active and
independent life, and reserves an acre from
his old faiTn on which his cottage stands and
where he employs himself in gardening.
While living in New York Mr. Hawkins

married Susan Lake. They are the parents
of four children : George, who married Martha
Reynolds and lives in Adams Township: Wil-
liam, who married Helen Cone and lives in

Adams Township ; Thomas, who is farming
at Hudson, Michigan, and married Ada Bum-

crop; Herbert, who married Ethel Shonke,
and has three daughters.
The mother of these children died in 1903.

In 1906 Mr. Hawkins mai-ried Harriet (Green-
away) Stebbins, widow of Edward A. Steb-
bins. ^Irs. Hawkins was born in England
and came to the United States in 1853 with her
parents, who settled in the west part of Syl-
vania Township. Her first husband, Edward
A. Stebbins, who died in 1899, was a son of
Solomon Stebbins, who came to Lucas County
about 1840 and for several years conducted
a sawmill where the Woodlawn Cemetery now
stands. Later he moved to IMaumee, and was
a very active and infiviential citizen of the
early days of Lucas County. Mrs. Hawkins
by her first marriage had three children

:

Edward S., who is a traveling salesman liv-

ing at Toledo and married Mabel Manning;
Harrison T., who married Grace Wirewack
and has three sons and one daughter; and
Helen Hattie, who lives at home.
While the activities of the farm have en-

grossed his attention during all his active

career. Mr. Hawkins has shown a commendable
intei'est in local affairs. He served nine years
as justice of the peace, for many years was
on the school board and organized the Haw-
kins School on Bancroft Street Road. He is

a republican in politics. In point of age he
is now the oldest member of Rubicon Lodge,
Free and Accepted Masons at Toledo. He was
made a member of that lodge in 1867, nearly
half a century ago.

William Duhme has finished nineteen

years of continuous seiwice a.s postmaster at

New Knoxville. He has held the office so

long that the patrons could hardly imagine
any other man as a representative of Uncle
Sam in tliat community. That is not the only
interest of Mr. Duhme at New Knoxville,

where he has spent most of his life. He is a
veiy successful general merchant, and
throughout has been recognized as a good and
capable citizen and a worthy factor in the

town's advancement.
He came to Ohio when a child, having been

born at Osnabraeck, Germany, July 4, 1868.

His parents were Henry and Elizabeth (Kuhl-
man) Duhme, both natives of the same part
of Germany as their ,son. His father was
born in 1840 and died in 1914, and the mother
is still living. They came to the United
States and settled in New Knoxville in 1873.

Henry Duhme was a carpenter and contrac-

tor, and followed that occupation all his life
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and did well, providing for his family and
having an ampk competence for his declining

years. He and his wife were active members
of the Lutheran Church while living in Ger-

many and became identified with the German
Reformed, denomination in New Knoxville.

The father voted the republican ticket after

becoming an American citizen. Of their four

children only two are now living, William's

sister being Elizabeth, wife of H. C. Schroer,

a farmer of Auglaize County.
William Duhme began attending school at

New Knoxville, and after his education he

worked at different occupation.s, in a cream-

ery for a time, and was also clerk in the store

of Mr. Kuhlman, the well known banker of

New Knoxville. Since 1896 he has been in

the general merchandise business for himself.

In 1890 he married Miss Wilhelmiua Lut-

terbein, who was born at New Knoxville in

1870. She died May 2, 1907, leaving three

children : Bertha, wife of Gust Prueter, a

carpenter at New Knoxville ; Edna and Ray-
mond, still at home. In 1909 Mr. Duhme
married Lena Hinzie, who was born in Shelby
County, Ohio. They have one child, Edith.

The family are members of the German Re-
formed Church, and politically Mr. Duhme is

an active republican. He has served on the

school board and town council. Besides his

store he finds recreation and profit also in the

raising of fancy chickens. His special strains

are the White Langshangs and the Golden
Wyandottes, and he has frequently exhibited

at fair.s and had a number of premiums
awarded his prize stock.

Rev. Allen Arthur Stockdale. In 1914
the First Congregational Church of Toledo

called to its pulpit Rev. Allen Arthur Stock-

dale, who had for eleven years been head of

one of the strongest churches in New Eng-
land, and he is now at the head of one of the

largest churches of that denomination in the

State of Ohio. With the union of the First

Congregational and the Central Congrega-
tional churches of Toledo his church has be-

come the strongest in Northwest Ohio, and
with the completion of its new edifice it has

the finest church home of any Congregational
society in the state. Rev. Mr. Stockdale also

has an assistant pa.stor, a social worker and a

secretary, and is thus at the head of an organ-

ization and institution with tremendous power
for good in Toledo.

This is the second regular pastorate that

E«v. Mr. Stockdale has filled. He was born

at Zanesville, Ohio, September 15, 1875, a
son of Stephen Edward and Susan Stock-

dale. He was liberally educated, graduating
A. B. in 1896 from Taylor University in Indi-

ana, and then pursuing special work in philos-

ophy and sociology in Boston University, and
in 1902 he graduated from the Boston Uni-
versity School of Theology, where he had made
a higii record for scholarship. Abandoning
his first intention to enter the Methodist min-
istry, lie was ordained in the Congregational
Church in 1904. In 1903 he was made pastor

of the well known Berkeley Temple in Boston,

and took a prominent part in the consolida-

tion of that church with Union Church. He
served as pastor of the combined churches

from 1907 until 1914. During that time he

was a director of the City Missionary Society

and the Berkeley Infirmary and chaplain of

Emerson College of Oratory. He was also

elected a trustee of Boston University, a Meth-
odist institution, and it is probable that he

was the only Congregational minister ever

so honored. Though a young pastor in the

great City of Boston noted for its churches

and great preachers, he found recognition for

his unusual talents in oratory and his thought

and philosophy, and none the less distin-

guished himself by his practical religious and
.social work. Whether in Boston or in Toledo

he has shown a readiness and willingness to

contribute freely of his time and talents to any
public cause. Thus he is not only a scholar

but one who mingles freely with people of all

classes, and has thus strengthened his per-

sonal influence and increased his usefulness

as a religious leader.

Rev. Mr. Stockdale is a past grand prelate

of the Domain of ]\rassachusetts, Knights of

Pythias. In Toledo he is actively associated

with the various interests represented by the

Toledo Commerce Club, being the only min-

ister to have been elected a trustee, is one of

the sustaining members of the Toledo Museum
of Art, belongs to the Toledo Young Men's

Christian Association, and is affiliated with

Sanford L. Collins Lodge No. 396, Free and

Accepted Masons, at Toledo. He is also a

member of the Sons of Veterans and the Bos-

ton Congregational Club.

As a lecturer Mr. Stockdale is known
throughout New England and the Middle

West, and his services are in greater demand
than he can accept. Two of his public lec-

tures are: "The Message of James Whitcomb
Riley," of whom he is a great admirer, and
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"Shall the Corners of the Mouth Turn Up or

Down?" He has also written verse.

In April, 1897, he married Ella Mae Rep-
pard of Fremont, Indiana. Their one son

Arthur W. is now in Dartmouth College, hav-

ing graduated from Scott High School in

Toledo. Mrs. Stockdale takes a very active

part in church work, and particularly among
girls of the high school age, a time in the for-

mation of girlhood character when her coun-

sel is of the greatest influence. Mrs. Stock-

dale is a member of the Woman's Building
Association, a director of the Toledo Hospital,

and in her home church teaches a large class

of high school girls.

William Dell Smith. The one staple

industry of the Lake Erie Islands included

within the limits of Ottawa County, aside from
fishing, has been fruit growing, especially

grape culture. Almost the entire story of this

industry on North Bass Island might be told

as part of the personal and family histoiy of

Mr. and Mrs. William Dell Smith, of Isle St.

George. Mrs. Smith's grandfather was the

real pioneer in fruit growing as he was prop-

erly considered the first permanent settler on

the islands. Mr. Smith himself has been
prominently engaged in gi-ape growing for a

great many years as was his father before

him.

Roswell Nichols, grandfather of Mrs. Smith,

was born and reared at Charmount, Franklin
County, Massachusetts, and from that state

brought his wife to Ohio, first settling at

Northfield in Summit County. IMay 22, 1844,

was the date of his coming to North Bass
Island. At that time William Edwards and
family had a small log house on the island,

but as they left shortly before Mr. Nichols

came they could not be considered permanent
settlers. Mr. Nichols and family were the only

family on the island for five long years. In

May, 1849, George W. Wires, Sr., moved to

North Bass. Mrs. Nichols remarked she was
glad Mr. Wires had come so he could kill rat-

tlesnakes, as they were very plentiful at that

time. Mr. Nichols kept his home on the island

for several years before he was able to pur-

chase land. The island at that time was
owned by Horace Kelley, of Cleveland, who
subsequently had it surveyed. Roswell Nich-

ols paid $5 an acre for liis purchase. As a

young man he had learned the trade of brick

mason, and that was his means of gaining a

livelihood while he was developing his land.

He had also acquired the trade of shoemaker.

and for years he made the shoes for the fam-
ily. When "store" shoes became more com-
mon his granddaughter, Mrs. Smith, preferred
the manufactured shoes but in deference to her
special fancy her grandfather inserted brass

eyelets and also brass tips for the toes. Ros-
well Nichols' wife was an adept in the old

housewifely arts of carding, spinning, weav-
ing and coloring the wool from which she

made all the clothes for the family. Roswell
Nichols was noted for his strict and upright
character and was a consistent member of the

Congi'egational Church. He was never known
to use any language stronger than '

' mean old

rebel
'

' which was his favorite expletive.

The first planting of grapes on the island

made by Roswell Nichols was in 18.59. Those
vines are still flourishing stock and produce
every year for William D. Smith. Roswell
Nichols made his second planting of grapes
in 1862, and those vines gave him first crop, in

1865. As early as 1850 he had set out some
peach trees, but never got a crop from them
until 1874. The growing of all kinds of fruit

was a very haphazard performance in those

days. None of the growers made any use of

spraying and few of the modern methods of

culture were then in vogue.

Roswell Nichols was mai-ried in Massachu-
setts, his wife having been born and reared at

Lebanon, New Hampshire. Their only child

was David J. Nichols, who was born at Charle-

mont. ]Massachusetts, July 4, 1834. He was
reared in Ohio, partl.y on North Bass Island

and afterwards married in Sandu.sky, Cather-

ine 0. Becker, who was from Leroy, Ohio. In
1863 David Nichols was drafted and joined

the Fourth Independent Company in the Ohio
Sharpshooters. He died of sickness contracted

in the army at Nashville, August 20, 1864.

His widow lived to the age of seventy-two,

passing away December 27, 1910. Their only

child was Achsah Violanta or Imown briefly

as "Lanta" who was born on North Bass

Island September 17, 1856, and was the first

white girl born in Put-in-Bay Township, on

the islands in Ottawa County. She is now the

wife of William Dell Smith. Mrs. Smith
recalls much of the earlier condition of these

islands, especially the fact that they were

overgrown with dense woods and underbrush,

and the West Road during her girlhood wound
in and out among the trees.

William Dell Smith was born in Foxton,

Connecticut, February 3, 1853. His father,

Jacob C. Smith, came from Hartford, Con-

necticut, locating in Perkins Township, Erie
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County. While living in Connecticut he was
in the oyster business. Competition in that

industry was very severe but Mr. Smith was
doing well. His principal competitor was a

Mr. iloltby, and the latter iinally induced
Smith to retire from the field and enter his

own employ at a large salary. Eventually

the Moltby brand became the leading one on
fresh oysters all over the country. Jlr. Smith
remained with him only a few years, and then

decided to come West. He was a resident of

Perkins Township in Erie County when grape
cultivation was first looked upon as a prom-
ising industry in the islands of Lake Erie.

That induced him to remove to North Bass,

where he bought land, having to pay .$300 an
acre for stump ground. He cleared this land
and set out six acres in a vineyard. In the

early days the price paid for his grapes i-anged

from 12 to 18 cents a pound, and consequently

he made a good deal of money. Both he and
his wife died on North Bass Island.

The youngest child was William D. Smith.

He made his first visit to North Bass Island

in company with his father in 1866, and has

lived there continuously since 1867, almost a

half century. He also became identified with
grape growing, and of his present seventy-

five acre farm he has thirty-five acres in vine-

yards. He has made experiments in peach
growing, and still has a few trees, but most
of his land outside the vineyard is planted

in general farm crops. Among other inter-

ests Mr. Smith is a stockholder in the Bass
Island Vineyards Company of Sandusky.

Mr. and Mrs. Smith were married in 1872.

Their children are : Angle, who married L. H.
Hollinshead of Buffalo, New York, and they

have two children, Harold and Helen. Ros-

well is agent for the New York Central Rail-

way of Norwalk, Ohio. Rolland D. is a trav-

eling man with home at Cleveland. Cecil

is the wife of George A. Wires of North Bass
Island. Lylith married M. W. Streeter of

Port Clinton, who is now engaged in grape
growing on North Bass Island, and their

children are Loren V., Alice C. and Wilson.

Though always giving close attention to his

private business affairs Mr. Smith has also

taken a prominent part in the public life of

his home community and of Ottawa County.

He is one of the leading republicans of the

county and at different times has allowed

i
his name to be placed on the ticket as a candi-

f date for county ofSce, merely out of courtesy

i
to his friends, since the county is strongly

democratic. For a number of years he served

as justice of the peace. He considered that
office a duty and not a source of revenue, and
in his court he settled sixty-five eases, and
never one was appealed to a higher jurisdic-

tion. He is affiliated with the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows and is a charter mem-
ber of the Order of Maccabees at Port Clin-

ton.

Edward Sonnenberg represents one of the

successful families of German origin in Napo-
leon Township, where they have been identi-

fied with farming and have made their names
significant of good citizenship for half a cen-

tury.

Born in the same locality that he now lives

in Napoleon Township December 17, 1875,

Edward Sonnenberg is a son of Christof and
Wilhelmina W. (Panning) Sonnenberg. His
father was born in Hanover, Germany, and
came to the United States by sailing vessel,

being sixty-seven days in crossing the ocean,

and landed at New York City alone, a stranger

in a strange land. His brother Henry had
come to America some time before, and the

two brothers .soon located in Napoleon Town-
ship. This was during the early '60s. Chris-

tof Sonnenberg did his first work at the trade

of carpenter, an occupation he had learned

back in the old country, but subsequently with
his earnings purchased sixty acres of land in

section 17 of Napoleon Township, and some
years later bought a farm in Adams Township
of Defiance County. One of his sons, Henry,
was born in Defiance County. After leaving

Defiance County he returned to Henry County
and bought a farm in Monroe Township, and
at that place three other children were boim,

Fred, Dora and Emma. In 1891 Christof

Sonnenberg sold his farm in Monroe Town-
ship and bought a place on section 2 of Napo-
leon Township, where his son Edward now
resides. His purchase there comprised 120

acres of fine land, and he kept that as his home
until two years before his death. He died at

Okalona ilay 21, 1914, aged sixty-nine years

five months and fifteen days. His widow, who
is still under sixty, has spent all her life in

Henry County, and now resides at Ridge-

ville. She, as was her husband, has been a

lifelong member of the Lutheran Church.
Christof Sonnenberg was a man of much
influence in the various communities where
he lived, and filled several local offices. Politi-

cally he was a republican.

Edward Sonnenberg and his brother August
now own the old homestead in section 2 of
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Napoleon Township. Edward's farm com-
prises fifty-seven acres, and it is completely
improved and cultivated and under his man-
agement has always furnished him a good liv-

ing and a little surplus besides, so that he is

now in comfortable circumstances. In the

earlier part of his life Edward Sonnenberg
worked for nine years at the trade of carpen-
ter, following that occupation in different

parts of the state.

In Adams Township of Defiance County on
March 19, 1903, he married Miss Henrietta
Salow. Mrs. Sonnenberg was born in Toledo
July 14, 1880. When she was nine years of

age her parents, Fred and Anna (Baden)
Salow, moved to Defiance County, where she

was reared. Her parents were natives of

Germany who came when quite young to the

United States and met and married in Toledo.

Her father was employed in a lumber plant at

Toledo. While in that city Mrs. Sonnenberg
and her sister Minna, the latter now deceased,

were born, and the family then moved to Syl-

vania in Liicas County, but a few years after

that moved to Defiance County, locating on a

farm in Adams Townsliip, where Mrs. Son-
nenberg 's parents are still living. They are

members of the Lutheran Church and her
father is a democrat. While the Salow fam-
ily lived at Sjdvania two other children were
born, Henry and Augusta. ]Mrs. Sonnenberg
and her sister Augusta are the only ones of

the family now living.

In religious matters Mr. and Mrs. Sonnen-
berg are members of the Lutheran Church. He
takes considerable interest in politics and is a

member of the Democratic Central Committee.
He and his wife have the following children

:

Edwin, Carl, Alvina, Julia, Albert, who died
at the age of ten months, Alva and Amelia.

James Crawford, who died at his home in

Harrison Township of Henry County, Febru-
ary 1, 1911, had a long and honorable career,

marked with industry and with an integrit.v

of character which gained him the esteem and
affection of every one with whom he came in

contact. He lived in Henry County for a

great many years, and his widow and family
still reside at the old homestead in section 24
of Harrison Township.
He was born in Coshocton County, Ohio,

December 23, 1830, and was therefore eighty-

one years of age at the time of his death. His
parents were Thomas and Marv Crawford.
His father was born in Ireland of an old

Scotch-Irish Presbyterian family. He came

to America when a young man, locating in an
Irish settlement near Carlisle in Coshocton
County, Ohio. He married there and he and
'his wife soon afterward blazed their way into

a new and almost unsettled part of Coshoc-
ton County, erecting a log cabin and starting

to make a farm out of the woods. Thomas
Crawford was a man of great industry and in

time had cleared up about 300 acres of land.

This he improved with a fine brick house,

brick barn, with a large orchard, and for many
years he lived in affluence and comfort, dying
when about seventy years of age. His widow
survived him and was about eiglity when she

passed away. She was noted for her hard
working ability and in the early days she spun
the yarn and made many of the clothes for her
household. They were active workers in the

Presbyterian Church and had to do with the

organization of a church of that denomination
in Coshocton County. In their family were ten

children, all of whom grew up and married
and all had families of their own. The two
now living are: Robert and IVIrs. Elizabeth

Clark, the former a resident of Napoleon and
the latter of West Carlisle, both of them being

past seventy years of age. Nearly all the fam-
ily remained in the faith to which they were
reared, the Presbyterian.

The late James Crawford grew up on the

old homestead and received a public school

education. He was married in Coshocton
County to Elizabeth ^Maxwell. She died in the

prime of life, leaving two children. Hannah,
the older of these two children, died in 1895,

leaving seven children by her marriage to

Clarence L. Fast, who passed away in 1905.

Jacob, the other child, is a resident of Cleve-

land, a former clerk of that city, and by 'his

marriage to Elizabeth Snyder has two sons.

In 1872 James Crawford married for his

second wife IMiss Catherine Lynch. They
were married near West Carlisle and Mrs.

Crawford was born in Coshocton County June
15, 1841. Her parents were William and
Elizabeth (Wolf) Lynch, both natives of

Pennsylvania. When William Lynch was a

small boy his father, who was a native of

Ireland, died, and the young man was thus

thrown upon his own resources. He learned

the trade of hatter, and moved to West Bed-
ford, Ohio, where he followed his trade and
where he married ]\Iiss Wolf, who was of

Pennsylvania Dutch stock, and had come to

Coshocton County with her parents. William
Lynch and wife located on a tract of wild

land, containing aho\it 300 acres, after their
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marriage and while following his trade jMr.

Lynch cleared up most of this and made it a

fine farm. He also manufactured many of the

fine hats worn by the men of that time, most

of them of the very best material, silk and
beaver. A distinctive feature of his own
attire for many years was a tall hat which he

continued to wear even after the style had
become somewhat obsolete. JMrs. Crawford
was about two years old when her mother died.

She was the youngest of nine children. After

her mother's death her father married for a

second wife Miss Martha Thornhill. There
were no childi-en by that marriage and she

died at the age of seventy. William Lynch
died at the old home near West Bedford De-
cember 16. 1864, and had he lived to the fol-

lowing Christmas Day would have been seven-

ty-five years of age. He and his wife were
members of the Baptist Church and in politics

he was a republican.

Mrs. Crawford and her brother Absalom are

the only two now living of the family. Her
brother occupies a part of his father's old

estate in Coshocton County, and is now alone,

having lost his wife and children. Two of

Mrs. Crawford's brothers, John and Hugh
Lynch, were soldiers in the Civil war. John
was wounded in one of the battles around
Richmond, died there and had a soldier's

burial on the battlefield. He left a widow and
three daughters, one of whom is still living.

Her brother Hugh became captain of a com-
pany in an Iowa regiment, was promoted to

the rank of major, lost his health during the

later months of the war and died from con-

.sumption soon after his return, leaving a wife
and daughter.

In 1877 Mr. and Mrs. Crawford and their

one daughter came to Henry County, locating

i on the Ridge Road in Harrison Township.
Mr. Crawford bought the old Lemert farm and
thereafter was busy wath its cultivation and
improvement until he owned one of the best

! estates in that locality. It is a farm couspic-

I uous by its fine house, barns, its drainage, and

I

its many evidences of thorough cultivation

, and .systematic husbandry. Besides this farm

I
Mrs. Crawford also owns another place of

I

forty acres.

1 Mr. Crawford was a Methodist and a demo-

I

erat in politics, and Mrs. Crawford was also

: reared in the Methodist faith. She is the

mother of two children. Mary C. is the wife
: nf Lon Morgan Blue, a farmer of Bartlow
, Township of Henry County, and they have

two children, Consuela and Ford Blue.

Charles L., the only son, operates the old
homestead for his mother, and by his mar-
riage to Miss Lena Barton has four sons,

James, Gale, Ray and Byron.

Cheis H. Klug is one of the progressive
young farmers of Henry County, and repre-
sents a family that has been closely identi-

fied with agricultural affairs in Harrison
Township for a number of years. He resides
on the old homestead in section 10 of Harri-
son Township, and was born and reared there.

The old farm comprises 100 acres, and that
was the birthplace of Chris H. Klug on Jan-
uary 9, 1893. He grew up and received his

education, finishing in the Napoleon High
School. For the past three years he has been
in active charge of the home farm. <

His parents were Christoph and Catherine
(Sehumaker) Klug. His father was born in
Hanover, Germany, in 1840, and came to the
United States in 1876. He married in Ger-
many for his first wife JIaria Gerten, also a
native of Hanover. When they came to Amer-
ica they brought with them their four chil-

dren, Herman, Emma, Henry and Sophia.
After four years in Defiance Count.y, the fam-
ily came to Henry County and Christoph Klug
bought the farm now owned by his son, Chris
H. There he erected some good farm build-
ings, including a barn 40 by 80 feet, and a sub-
stantial nine-room house. All the land but
sixteen acres is highly improved and grows
excellent crops. In the way of livestock the
Chester White hog is specialized.

Christoph Klug died at this old home Jan-
uary 19, 1916, having celebrated his seventy-
fifth birthday October 1, 1915. He was a dem-
ocrat in politics. His first wife died in this

count.A' February 3, 1884. Both she and her
husband were confirmed German Lutherans.
Of their children Henry and Emma are both
married and living in Henry County.
For his second wife Christoph Klug mar-

ried Catharine Sehumaker, who was born in

Napoleon Township, on her father's old home
four miles we.st of the City of Napoleon. Mrs.
Kluff. who is still living, was born November
5, 1849, a daughter of Jonas and Esther (Spei-

gle) Sehumaker. Her father was born in

Pennsylvania and her mother in Columbiana
County, Ohio. In 1866 the Sehumaker family
came to Napoleon Township, and her father
improved a farm there. He died at the age
of eightv-three and his widow, who was born
December 22, 1829, died in the Citv of Napo-
leon at the age of eighty-seven. Mrs. King's
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father was a whig and republican, and all the

family were active supporters of the Lutheran
Church.

Mrs. Klug for her first husband married
Detrick Jost, who died in Ridgeville Township
of Henry County. To their marriage were
born five children: Dora, Henry, Rev. George
0., Emma and Freda. All these are still living

except Rev. George 0., who was a young min-

ister and attended a convention of his church
in Chicago, and while there disappeared and
nothing has since been heard of him. All

the other children are married except Freda,

who lives at home with her mother. Chris-

toph Klug and his second wife had two chil-

dren, Chris H. and Catherine, the latter dying
when six years of age. Chris H. Klug is still

unmarried, and lives at the old farm with his

mother and his sister Freda. He is a demo-
crat and all the family are members of the

Lutheran Church.

J. E. Bayliff, M. D. The medical fra-

ternity of Auglaize County is capably repre-

sented at Uniopolis by a physician and surgeon

who has had an especially honorable career.

Dr. J. E. Bayliff. Wlien Doctor Bayliff

started life he was not able to gain the ad-

vantages which are given to many when they

make a choice of a vocation, and in order to

j)repai"e himself for his cherished profession

he was forced to overcome a number of ob-

.staeles. His energy and persevering nature,

however, enabled him to gain his goal, and
for a number of years he has been accounted
one of his profession's able and skilled repre-

sentatives.

Born in Auglaize County, Ohio, Septem-
ber 3, 1861, Doctor Bayliff is a son of Lewis
P. and Christina Elizabeth (Waggoner) Bay-
liff. He is of English descent, and belongs

to one of the pioneer families of the county,

his grandfather, Joel Bayliff, having come
here at an early day and settled on wild land
taken up from tlie United States Government.
On the maternal side he likewise belongs to

an early family, his grandfather, Charles
Waggoner, having come to Auglaize County
as a pioneer from Pennsylvania. Lewis P.

Bayliff was bom in Clay Township, Auglaize
County, March 12, 1825, and died in Wapa-
koneta, Ohio, January 12, 1902. While the
greater part of his boyhood and yowth were
spent in -flie country, he was given a good
training and for several years attended An-
tioch College, Ohio. With this equipment he
started teaching, and for thirty-five years fol-

lowed that voeatiou and became one of the
well known educators of Auglaize County.
For sevex'al years he was an instructor in the

Wapakoneta High School. Mr. Bayliff' worked
out his own success in life in an honorable
manner, but in later years met with financial

reverses. He was a member of the Dunkard
Church, and in politics was a democrat. He
married Christina Elizabeth Waggoner, also

a native of this county, and they had five

children, of whom three are living: J. E.;
Elizabeth, who is the wife of J. J. Hay, ex-

mayor of Wapakoneta; and George Jacob, a
machinist of Slemphis, Tennessee.

J. E. Bayliff' received his literary education
in the district schools and the Wapakoneta
High School, and as a youth displayed a

predilection for the profession of medicine.
The family resources, however, were not such
that he could pursue a college course, and he
was forced to earn the means with which to

pursue his medical studies. For seven years
he taught school, sold books as an agent and
worked at wliatever honorable employment
presented itself, and at the same time gave
his .spare time to the study of his vocation.

After some preliminary work with a physi-

cian at Uniopolis, he entered Pulte Medical
College, from which he was duly graduated
in 1887 with his degi-ee of Doctor of Medi-
cine. Doctor Bayliff' began his professional

duties at Wapakoneta, but after two years
moved to Uniopolis, where he has since car-

ried on a general medical and surgical prac-

tice and has built up a good professional

business. He has followed closely the ad-

vancements made in his calling, and his skill

in diagnosis, his thorough knowledge of the

different branches of his calling, his ability

as a practitioner and his steady-handed sur-

ger.y have won him the confidence of the

people, while his respect for the ethics of the

profession has gained him standing and
esteem among his fellow-practitioners. He
belongs to the Auglaize County Medical So-

ciety, the Ohio State Medical Society and the

American Medical Association. Politically he
is a democrat. Doctor Bayliff 's only public

office has been that of township clerk, in which
he served two years, but he has always been
ready to give aid to public-spirited move-
ments. His fraternal connection is with the

Knights of Pythias, in which order he has

passed througli the chairs.

Doctor Bayliff was married in 1886 to Miss

Lucinda Howe, who was bom at Waynesfield.

Auglaize County, Ohio, a daughter of Rev.
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T. D. and Mary A. (Spry) Howe, the former
a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
Mrs. Bayliff is a member of the congregation
of that church at Uniopolis. Doctor and Mrs.
Bayliff have no children of their own, but
have adopted two bright boys: Walter E.,

who is nine years of age ; and Russell, who is

aged seven years.

John Fisher. One of the highly respected

families of Henry County is represented by
John Fisher, who is owner and proprietor of

one of the best kept and best cultivated farms
in Napoleon Township. His parents came to

this country poor and friendless, and by
sturdy industry, self-sacrificing labors in early

yeai"s, gained not only a material competence
but left honored names in the community.
John Fisher, their son, has likewise prospered.
He has the reputation of doing things thor-

oughly and well, and of getting things done
under his management. The land in his farm
is as valuable and fertile as can be found in

that section of Henry County, and for a con-

siderable part of it,he paid as high as $157
an acre. It is a high tribute to his ability

as a farmer that he has been able to take and
cultivate such high priced land and make a

profit of it.

He was born in Napoleon Township in sec-

tion 21 on the farm that he now owns Sep-
tember 7, 1867. His father, Frederick Fisher,

was born in Baden, Germany, on October 2,

1828. He wa.s left an orphan when a small

boy by the death of his parents, Godfried
Frederick and Rose (Walond) Fi.sher, and
was reared among strangers. While young
he learned the trade of brick and tile maker.
That was yeai-s before machinery was intro-

duced to manufacture brick and tile and his

I

knowledge of the industry was confined to

! the manual trade. At the age of twent.v-four

i he set out for America on a sailing vessel.

; That was in June, 1854. He came to Napo-
1 leon City July 4, 1854, making the trip from

I

Toledo in a canal boat. On the same boat

j
that brought him from Germany to America

I

was a young orphan girl, jNIary Eve Wolder.
1 They became acquainted on the boat and in

Napoleon were united in marriage by a priest
' August 26, 1854. Mrs. Fisher was born in

: Baden, Germany, September 24. 1825. With-
;

out friends, without money, Frederick Fisher

: and wife started out to make their destiny

in the New World. For six years he found
employment on the Wabash Railroad, and
during that time they lived in a log cabin

near Napoleon. Being thrifty and earnest in
their life purpose they saved their money and
bought twenty acres in Monroe Towuship.
This land they subsequently sold and return-
ing to Napoleon Township in 1863 bough*^
forty acres in section 21. That forty acres
is now included in the fine farm of their son
John. Ten acres of this w^as cleared, but the
rest was heavily wooded. Both Mr. Fisher
and his wife worked early and late during
these years, and after tliey had improved
their first purchase of land bought forty acres
adjoining and before leaving off active work
they had improved all of this except ten acres.

Fi-ederick Fisher died in Napoleon Township
August 10, 1903, when he was seventy-four
years of age. His widow survived him until

November 4, 1912, when she was nearly eighty-

eight. Thus in spite of the hardships of their

early life they lived to be old, and spent their

last years in comfort. They were lifelong

members of the Catholic Church and in pol-

itics he was a democrat. Their children, four
sons and four daughters, grew up and mar-
ried, and six are still living.

John Fisher, who has never married, has
applied his energies for the last thirty years
to his work and profession as a farmer and
has also exercised shrewd business judgment
in all his transactions. He now owns 205 acres

situated in sections 19, 20 and 21, and nearly
every foot of it is imder perfect cultivation.

He also has his land well stocked with a good
grade of horses, ten in niimber, twenty head
of cattle and many hogs, besides 100 head of

fine poultry, chiefly the white leghorn stock.

His home is a modern eleven-room house. He
also has a barn 40 by 80 feet with an addition

of 26 feet and has all the appointments and
equipments necessary for thorough and effi-

cient farming. Mr. Fisher is a democrat and
a member of the Catholic Church of St. Aug-
ustine Parish.

Adam J. Ulrich. What all men aspire to

—a long and prosperous career, one filled with

satisfying accomplishments of a material na-

ture, the acquisition of standing and esteem

in the community, a good home and honorable

and useful children—is the achievement which
serves to give special distinction to Adam J.

Ulrich, a retired business man of Napoleon.

For half a century, since the close of the

Civil war in 1865, Mr. Ulrich has had his

home on the corner of Clinton Street and
Haley Avenue in Napoleon. He came to Napo-
leon as a tinsmith, a trade which he fol-
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lowed for ten years, and which was the basis

and foundation of his larger business enter-

prise. He opened up his first stock of hard-

ware on the east side of Perry Street. Some
years later he left his frame store and moved
into a brick block, and stiU later bought a

store of his own on Washington Street. In

the meantime his business had enjoyed a con-

stant increase and on Washington Street he

conducted for a number of years one of the

largest hardware establishments in Henry
County, his store being filled with all kinds

of shelf and hea\'y hardware, farm imple-

ments, wagons, buggies and tools and equip-

ment for various mechanical trades. As a

result of more than forty years of persistent

application Mr. Ulrich was finally able to

retire with a substantial competence, and in

1907 he sold his business to Rothenberger

Brothers and repaired to the comfoi'ts of home
and fireside in the large brick home at the cor-

ner of Clinton Street and Haley Avenue. He
had bought that splendid residence two years

before his retirement. Mr. Ulrich also owns
other good properties in the city, and he and
his son, Grant L., and his daughter, ]\Irs. Jen-

nie E. Scott, were all active in the organi-

zation of the State Bank of Commerce at

Napoleon, all became stockholders, and he and
his son. Grant L., are both directors.

Adam J. Ulrich was born at Wooster in

Wayne County, Ohio, June 28, 1842, being

of Pennsylvania German ancestry. His par-

ents were Jacob and Elizabeth (Shopp) Ul-

rich, both natives of Dauphin County, Penn-

sylvania. The grandfather was Jacob Ulrich,

Sr., who spent his life as a farmer in Penn-

sylvania, was a member of the Evangelical

Church and in politics a democrat. Jacob

Ulrich, Jr., moved out to Wayne County, Ohio,

when a young man, was married there, and
soon afterwards established himself on a farm
in the vicinity of Wooster. He was a man
of industry, thrift, and honorable in all his

relations, and died in Wayne County when
past seventy yeai-s of age. He and his wife

were members of the Evangelical Church and
in politics he was loyal to democratic princi-

ples. Of ten children two died in infancy,

and Adam is the second in age of those who
?rrew up. His brother, John, is married and
lives at Newark, Ohio-. Lydia is married and
lives in California. Jacob is also a resident

of California. William is a farmer near Napo-
leon on the Maumee River. Mary was acci-

dentally killed by a street car in Canton,

Ohio, being survived by husband and chil-

dren. Aaron and Fannie are both married
and live on farms in Wayne County.
Adam J. Ulrich grew up and received his

education in Wayne County. He learned his

trade of tinsmith with his uncle, Michael
Schopp of Berlin, Ohio. Later he followed

his trade as a journeyman for four or five

years and then in the fall of 1865 established

his permanent home at Napoleon, where as

already stated he was a journeyman worker
for some years and gradually developed his

trade iuto the extensive hardware business of

which he was proprietor for so many years.

After coming to Napoleon ilr. Ulrich mar-
ried Elizabeth Bails. She was born in Napo-
leon Township of Henry County, November
22, 1841, and has spent practically all her life

in this one community. Her parents were
Philip and Elizabeth (Fifer) Bails, both na-

tives of Pennsylvania but early settlers in

Henry County, where they spent their active

careers on their farm. Bails Road of Napo-
leon Township was named in their honor.

They were well known people and died when
quite old at their home in Napoleon Township.

Mrs. Ulrich 's father was a democrat. She is

the only surviving child of her parents. Mr.

and Mrs. Ulrich both take a leading part in St.

Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church, in which

for a number of years he has served as an

official. He is still a member of the board.

He joined the ^Methodist Church when nine-

teen yeai-s of age and has never relaxed his

interest in its woi'k. He is also affiliated with

the subordinate lodge of the Independent

Order of Odd Fellows at Napoleon and filled

minor offices therein.

Mr. and Mrs. Ulrich have five children.

Their son. Grant L., is a tinsmith and retired

farmer at Napoleon and has for years been

chief of the fire department of this city. He
has no issue. The son Frank is connected

with a wholesale hardware company of Toledo,

and his only child and son Harold was for

several years in a bank but is now connected

with an automobile company. The daugh-

ter, Jennie E., is the widow of Col. Arthur

Scott, who was a son of Governor Scott of

North Carolina, and she now lives in the same

house with her father at Napoleon. The

daughter, Hattie, is the wife of Frederick

Grochner, a commercial traveler with home at

Napoleon, and they have a son, Robert, nine

years of age and attending public school. An-

other daughter, Mrs. Anna Engelhart, lives at
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Detroit where Mr. Engelhart is an insurance

auditor, and they have three daughters, Phyl-

lis, Helene and Clara Rose.

George Brecheisen. For more than half

a century George Brecheisen has lived in

Henry County. He came to America a Ger-

man youth, with no special knowledge of

the language or customs of the new world,

and without capital or influential friends. He
gained a foothold as a result of steady in-

dustry, married and established a home and
now for many years has enjoyed the comforts

of a very attractive and profitable farm in

Flatrock Township of Henry County in sec-

tion 11. He is one of the honored veterans

of the gi-eat war between the states, and that

part of his record will always be cherished by
his descendants.

He was born in Alsace, then a province of

France, at Lembach, on May 12, 1841. His
father was Philip, Jr., and his grandfather

Philip, Sr., Brecheisen. The grandparents
spent all their lives as farmei"s in Alsace, and
his grandfather was blind for twenty years,

but lived beyond the fourscore mark. They
were an old Lutheran family. Philip Brech-

eisen, Jr., was born in the month of January,

about the year 1810. He grew up in Alsace

and was married near his old home. His

wife, Margaret, was born in Alsace about

1815, and also represented old Lutheran
stock. The children born to these parents in

the old country were: Catherine, Louisa,

Philip, George and Jacob. In 1851 the fam-

ily party took passage on a sailing vessel

from Havre and were forty days in making
the voyage to New York. From there tliey

proceeded west as far as Bufi'alo and then

lived for eight years at Attica, New York.

During their residence in New York State

three other children were born, Ellen, Lewis

and Henry. In 1859 the family came to

Northwestern Ohio. Philip Brecheisen

rented land near Tiffin, in Seneca County,

for two years, but in 1861 brought his wife

and children to Henry County and bought
160 acres in Flatrock Township, l^o miles

northwest of Holgate. Their first home was
a log cabin, which stood in the midst of the

heavy woods on the land. Here Philip

Brecheisen undertook the heavy task of clear-

ing up a wild tract of land, and in the course

of time made one of the most productive and
valuable farms in Flatrock Township. Both
parents died there several years after the

war, the father at the age of sixty-eight and
Vol. Ill—14

the mother at sixty-three. He was a demo-
crat and they were loyal members of the

Lutheran Church in their community.
George Brecheisen was about grown to

manhood when the family came to Henry
County. He had received his education partly

in German schools and partly in the public

schools of New York State and Ohio. From
an early date his time was used in the clear-

ing and improvement of his father's home-
stead, and being strong and vigorous he did
his share toward paying off tlie debt which
his father assumed when he bought the Henry
County farm. He also gave his services to

neighboring farmers and being very proficient

he received the top price for farm labor at

that day, which was $12 a month and board.

In August, 1862, Mr. Brecheisen volun-

teered his services to preserve the Union. He
enlisted from Fostoria, in Seneca County, in

Company I of the One Hundred and Twenty-
Third Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He went out

as a private and saw much active service with
his regiment. He was in several battles in

Western Virginia, especially Harpers Ferry,

at Winchester, and also did considerable duty
in lielping to guard railway lines. He was
taken a prisoner at Winchester, but was
paroled thirty days later at Staunton, Vir-

ginia. He fought in the Cedar Creek battle

in the Shenandoah Valley, and on June 15,

1864, was mustered out and given his hon-

orable discharge.

Soon after the war ]\Ir. Brecheisen began
farming on his own account and bought forty

acres of wild land in Flatrock Township. He
cleared up part of that land, and he and his

wife also lived in a log house for several

years. He finally sold his first purchase and
bought a farm in the southwestern part of

the township. In 1873 lie acquired eighty

acres of the old homestead of his wife's

parents in section 11 of Flatrock Township,

and that has now been the Brecheisen home
for more than forty years. Mr. Brecheisen

has proved as able in the occupation of farm-

ing as he was a soldier during the time of

war, and his land now has many improve-

ments to show for his enterprise and every

field is well cultivated. Mr. Brecheisen built

the large barn, 40 by 60 feet, and also the

substantial eight-room house.

On the farm that he now occupies Mr.
Brecheisen was married to Frederica Kemm.
She was born in Wurtemburg, Germany,
June 15, 1843, and when a child was brought

to America by her parents, Mr. and Mrs.
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Christoff Kemra. The Keram family located

in Flatrock Township, clearing lap a new
farm in section 11, where Mr. and Mrs.
Brecheisen have lived for so many years. Her
parents died when quite old and are deserv-

edly remembered as substantial pioneer peo-

ple of this section of Northwest Ohio. Mr.
and Mrs. Brecheisen are active members of

the Lutheran Church, and politically he is

affiliated with the democratic party.

Their children are : Louise, wife of Prank
Reddig and the mother of three sons and one
daughter; George, Jr., who is employed as a
fireman in a Toledo factory; Charles, who is

still unmarried and runs the home farm for

his father; Rosetta, still at home; Elizabeth,

who died after her marriage to Fi*ed Stout
and left three children; and Ellen, who died

in young womanhood.

Milton J. Knipp is at the head of one of

the best managed farming estates and repre-

sents one of the oldest and most esteemed
families of Henrj' County. His farm is on
section 11, Platrock Township, and his pros-

perity has been won by the capable manage-
ment of the tirst class farms which he con-

ducts. For three generations the members of

the Knipp family have been identified with
the fai-ming, stock raising and capable citi-

zen.ship interests of Northwestern Ohio. Both
the paternal and maternal lines of Mr. Knipp
connect with staunch old Wurtembei-gers. The
family came to Northwestern Ohio some
eighty or ninety years ago, and for many
years lived in Crawford County. It was Mr.
Knipp 's great-grandparents who headed the

emigration to America. When they came
they brought with them their younger chil-

dren, but two of the Knipp sons, Tobias and
John, then young boys, were left behind.

These boys were not content to remain while

their families departed for the New World,
and they contrived means of working their

passage in an old-fashioned sailing vessel. As
a matter of fact the vessel on which they took

passage arrived in New York before the ship

carrying their parents. These enterprising

young men were standing on the docks when
the rest of the family landed, and they fur-

nished a joyful surprise to their parents and
brothers and sisters. For a time the family

lived in Pennsylvania, but then emigrated to

Crawford County, Ohio, where they began
life in the midst of the primitive wilderness,

with log cabin homes, with their table sup-

plied with wild venison and other game from

the forest, and with furnishings which would
seem extremely crude at this date. The
parents of John and Tobias Knipp spent
their last days there. From the time they
took their venturesome voyage to the New
World John and Tobias Knipp were closely

associated by many ties throughout the rest

of their lives. In 1848 both of these brothers
brought their families to Platrock Town-
ship, in Henry County. Henry County at

the time was partially settled and much of
its land was still owned by the Government,
and these brothers secured unappropriated
land in section 13 of Flatrock Township,
entering their titles in the land office at

Defiance. Each of them had a quarter section,

and they built similar homes, typical of the
times and conditions, log cabin dwellings

standing in the midst of the woods, and a

number of years passed before the coimtry
was sufficiently cleared up and settled so that

the howling of the wolves would not disturb
the slumberings of these settlei-s. In that

community Tobias and John and their wives
worked hard and spent the rest of their use-

ful lives. Tobias acquired an estate of 560
acres, while John improved a half section, or
320 acres. Tobias Knipp died in 1889, and
his brother, John, in 1891. Both were siir-

vived by their widows. Mrs. Tobias Knipp
died in 1901, when past eighty years of age,

aud Mrs. John Knipp was nearly ninety-

four when death came to her in 1915. These
good old people were all Lutherans, a religion

in which they had been reared in Germany.
Tobias and John were prominent men in the

early da.ys of Henry County and were not

only widely known for the enterprises which
enabled them to succeed as farmers but also

on account of their public spirit and kindly

neighborliuess. John was one of the early

township trustees. Both took a leading part

in the establishment of a Lutheran Church,
and both the church and the cemetery were
started on laud given by these brothers. To-
bias Knipp should be remembered also because

of his influence in introducing a number of

solid and substantial German families in

Henry County. He was a man of much prac-

tical wisdom, and his judgment was relied

upon by all his wide acquaintance and friends.

Mr. Milton J. Knipp is a gi-andson of both

of these brothers. This relationship comes

about because of the fact that his father,

John H. Ivnipp married his cousin, Mary
Knipp, John being a son of Tobias, while

Mary was a daughter of John. John H.
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Knipp was born in Crawford County, Ohio,

in 1844, and his wife and cousin Mary
was born there in 1846. Both were small

children when their respective parents came
to Flatrock Township in Heur}' County in

1848. They grew up on neig-hboring farms,

and after their marriage on May 27, 1869,

settled on the old home place of Tobias Knipp.
John H. Knipp received as his portion of the

inheritance eighty acres of land and in 1874
he sold that for $3,500. With the proceeds
he purchased 133 acres in sections 10 and 11

of Flatrock Township, located on the south

bank of the Maumee River and opposite

Girty's Island. There Mr. and Mrs. John H.
Knipp passed their greatest usefulness, and in

time they also acquired eighty-eight acres of

adjoining land and were prospered as they
well deserved. After a number of years they
retired from the fann and moved to Napoleon,
taking a residence on Maumee Street, where
Mrs. John H. Knipp died on May 16, 1915.

Her husband is still living, and is still active,

taking an interest in local affairs in spite of

his advancing years. He is a democrat, has
always been a good citizen, and for several

years served as a township trustee. Both he
and his wife were members of the Lutheran
Church.

Milton J. Knipp was the oldest in a family
of five children. His brother, Charles A.,

lives on a farm in Flatrock Township, and by
his marriage to Catherine Austermiller has
two children. Earl and Luella, the latter being
unmarried. ' Eli T., a farmer in Napoleon
Township, married Julia Deimer, and their

children are Josephine, Paul aud Ferdinand.
Walter, who owns the old homestead in Flat-

rock Township, married Mary Audrew, and
his children are named Arthur, Helen, Harold
and Donald. Martha, the youngest of the

children and the only daughter, is the wife
of Henry Austermiller, a farmer in Monroe
Township, and their children are Russell and
Blanch.

It was on the old home farm in section 13

of Flatrock Township that Milton H. Knipp
was born January 29, 1870. The environ-

ments of his youth were not different from
those of the average Ohio farm boys, but he
received, perhaps, more than the average edu-

cation. In addition to the advantages of the

public schools he was graduated in 1891 from
the Defiance City Business College. That
training and eighteen months of work as a

clerk and bookkeeper he has always regarded
as valuable assets to his business career as a

farmer. Mr. Knipp owns seventy-two acres
of fertile and well improved land, and has
made more than an ordinary success out of
all his farming undertakings. Among im-
provements should be mentioned a barn 36 by
70 feet, painted red with white trimmings, and
he and his family enjoy the comforts of a
good modern home of eight rooms.

In his home township in 1894 Mr. Knipp
married Miss Ida H. Art, who was born in Tus-
carawas County, Ohio, April 9, 1874. When
she was two years of age she came to Henry
County with her parents, William and Eliza-

beth (Somheim) Art. They were both natives

of Germany, and had come to America with
their respective parents when about twelve
or fourteen years of age. Their families lo-

cated in Tuscarawas County, where Mr. and
Mrs. Art grew up and married, and in 1876
located on a farm in section thirty of Flat-

rock Township in Henry County. Mr. Art
was a capable farmer and a man of ability in

everything he did, and in time had an ex-

cellent farm and provided well for his chil-

dren. His death occurred November 16, 1907,

at the age of seventy-two, and his widow is

still living at the old home, being now seventy-

eight. Both had been members of the Re-
formed Church, and Mr. Art served as a town-
ship trustee, being a supporter of the demo-
cratic party.

Mr. Knipp has made himself useful to the

community. In addition to his contribution as

a practical farmer for five times he served as

township clerk and has also been clerk and
treasurer of the school board. He is one of

the directors of the Elery Grain Association.

Charles E. Osborn. The claim of Charles

E. Osborn upon the good will and considera-

tion of his fellow townsmen in Flatrock

Township of Henry County is based upon
many years of progressive and effective work
as a practical farmer and stock raiser and by
his efforts at all times to promote the welfare

of his community by the improvement of

roads, the maintenance of good schools, and
in the upholding of religion and morality.

His home is in section 15 of Flatrock Town-
ship.

Representing an old and prosperous family
of Northwest Ohio, Charles E. Osborn was born
in Richland Township of Defiance County
June 22, 1863. His people came to Defiance

County from Portage County in this state.

His parents were David and Catherine (Hull)
Osborn. David Osborn was born in Pennsyl-
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vania, his people being natives of that state

and of Dutch ancestry. From Pennsylvania

the Osborns moved to Portage County, Ohio,

when David was a small boy. In that locality

he grew up, and married there Miss Hull, who
was a native of Portage County but of Penn-

sylvania parentage. The Hulls were among
the early settlers of Portage County, and Mrs.

David Osborn's parents died there when well

advanced in years.

After David Osboru had grown to young
manliood his parents made still another re-

moval, going from Portage to Richland Town-
ship in Defiance County. They made that

removal some time in the decade of the '40s.

Defiance County at that time was still an
almost uncleared wilderness. Their home was
in the woods and a log cabin gave them shel-

ter until a better residence could be con-

structed. In that locality the grandparents

spent the rest of their days. David's mother
died first and his father was then married in

Defiance County to Miss Catherine Baker.

There were two children of the second mar-
riage, Elijah and Emma, the former now
deceased. Emma is the widow of Andrew
Hardy and lives with her family in Defiance

County. The mother of these two children

died when nearly eighty years of age, while

the father of David Osborn was seventy-six

when he passed away. David Osborn was one

of a family of five children, both the sons,

David and Sylvester, being still alive. The
three daughters, Jane, Susan and Julia, all

married, but are now decea.sed, though chil-

dren survive them.

David Osborn was married in Defiance

county to Miss Catherine Hull, who had come
to his locality after her brother, Emanuel
Hull, had married Jane Osborn. After mar-_

riage Mr. and Mrs. David Osborn located on a

part of the old Osborn homestead. They sold

that and then went to another farm in the

same township, which they also sold, and then

bought a partly improved place of 108 acres

in Tiffin Township of t)efiance County. Mrs.

David Osborn died on that farm, at the home
of her son, David Osborn Jr. David Osborn
Sr. is now living at the home of his daughter

Catherine, wife of Ambrose Truby in Richland

Township of Defiance County, and for a man
of his years is still vigorous and active and
takes a keen interest in passing events, being

a democrat in politics. His wife was a devout

Methodist.

Mr. Charles E. Osborn is one of a large

family of children. Brief reference to the

others is as follows: Emma, married Eugene
Weaver, a retired farmer living at Florida
Village. Calvin is married and lives on a farm
in Flatrock Township and has sons and daugh-
ters. Alice died after her marriage. Cathe-

rine is ilrs. Ambrose Truby of Defiance

County. David is married, has two sons, and
lives in Flatrock Township. Oscar, who lives

in Defiance County, married Alice Read and
has children. John is a farmer in William
County and has four children by his marriage

to Miss Rousch. Emanuel married Louisa
Rousch. Saville is the wife of Abraham Bord-
ner, a farmer in Williams County, and they

have a son and a daughter. Mary is' the wife

of Andy Sobody of Rome City, Indiana, and
they have children.

It was on the old homestead in Defiance

County that Charles E. Osborn spent his early

life, and his education came from the rural

schools and also the schools of Florida Village.

•Farming and its attendant activities have en-

gaged his attention since early youth and his

prosperity can be largely accounted for by the

fact that he has used his intelligence as well

as the strength of his body in carrying out a

progi-ara of farm management and improve-
ment. In 1896 he bought his present place of

eighty acres in Flatrock Township. All these

acres are well cultivated and he has a reputa-

tion in that community of growing some of the

best crops. Among improvements should
be noted a large barn on a foundation 36 by 60
feet with a basement, and this barn is fur-

nished with a splendid supply of running
water for stock purposes. In 1908 he also

erected a garage and a granary with a 1,000-

bushel capacity. The latest improvement was
his substantial ten-room house, which was
built in 1915 and is furnished and equipped
in modern style and with all conveniences.

On the farm where he now lives Mr. Osborn
was married to Miss Emma E. Huston. Mrs.

Osborn was born on this farm May 2, 1867.

and was reared and educated in the locality

where she has spent her life. Her parents

were Jeremiah and Mary (Rice) Huston, her

father a native of Tuscarawas County, Ohio.

Her father married his first wife in his native

county, and about sixty years ago came to

Henry County and bought the land which
through many improvements and changes has

been developed and is now the place of IMr.

Charles E. Osborn. Jeremiah Huston's first

wife died on this farm, as the mother of nine

children, all of whom are deceased except

Mahlou, who resides at Florida Village and

J





'^. /^. ^r 6-^ ^f\^^



HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO 1545

has a family of children. In 1864 Jeremiah
Huston married Miss Mary Rice, and after

some years spent on the old home he moved
to Florida Village where he died at the age
of seventy-two. He was born in 1803, and
throughout his career was a regular voter of

the democratic party. His second wife died

at the home of Mrs. Osborn December 21,

1913. She was born June 27, 1827, in Baden,
Germany, and at the age of nineteen came to

America with her parents, who died when
well advanced in years at Fostoria, Ohio.

Mr. and Mrs. Osborn are the parents of two
children. Their daughter Mabel died when
fourteen years of age. The living daughter.

Alma M., was born September 23, 1899, and
is still at home, having received her educa-

tion in the local schools.

S. H. SiBERT, M. D. During a period of

more than thirty-four years. Dr. Samuel H.
Sihert has been engaged in the practice of

medicine and surgery at Fryburg. In this

long period he has firmly established himself

in the confidence of the people of this com-

munity, and at the same time has made his

name well known in other parts of Auglaize

County, not alone as a skilled physician and
surgeon, but as a county official who has given

his best services to the people, and at the

present time is serving his fourth term as

county coroner. The success which he ha.s

attained in life has been self gained, for when
he entered upon *he battlefield of life he was
equipped with little but courage, determina-

tion and ambition.

Doctor Sihert was born at St. Mary's, Au-
glaize County. Ohio, April 13, 1858, and is

a son (ii'.l:iiiiis Franklin and Catherine (Bran-

denlmri; 1 Silicit. He is of German descent

on both sides of the family, through his great-

grandfathers, and his paternal grandfather,

Samuel Sibert, was born in Pennsylvania,

while his grandfather on the maternal side,

;
Henry Brandenburg, was a native of Mary-

! land. James Franklin Sibert was bom in

I

Carroll County, Ohio, in 1828, and as a young
man moved to Auglaize County, where he

!
was inarried to one of the county's native

\ daughters, Catherine Brandenburg. Mr.
i Sibert followed the vocations of farming and
! teaching until the Civil war came on to inter-

:
rupt his labors, and in 1863 he enlisted in

Company D, One Hundred Eightieth Regi-

ment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, with which
he served for over a year. His army experi-

' ences had affected Mr. Sibert 's health, and in

1865 the family moved to Missouri, where Mr.
Sibert continued to teach and farm, and where
he became possessed of a large tract of land.
Later he moved to Texas, and at Huffsmith,
in that state, passed away. Mrs. Sibert then
returned to Ohio, locating in Auglaize County,
May 11, 1871. She was born April 28, 1836,
and survived her husband until December 17,

1916, being one of the highly respected old
ladies of her community. She was an active
member of the Methodist Episcopal Chui-ch.
Mr. and Mrs. Sibert were the parents of five

children : Samuel H. ; Albert, who was a
railroad man and met his death while follow-
ing his vocation, in 1888 ; Joseph P., a detec-
tive for the T. & O. C. R. R. Co., with
headquarters in Columbus; V. T., who is an
oil speculator and operator of Loga;n, Ohio;
and Rosalie, who died in infancy. Mr. Sibert
was a member of the Christian Church, and
in politics was a republican. He was a self-

made man and in the communities in which he
resided was known for his integrity and hon-
orable citizenship.

Samuel H. Sibert received his early educa-
tion in the gi'aded schools of St. Mary's and
the Lima High School, from which latter he
was graduated in 1878, following which he
attended the Eclectic Medical College for one
term. He also spent a term at the Pulte
Medical College, Cincinnati, and matriculated
at Starling Medical College, from which he
was duly graduated with his degree in 1881.
He began his professional labors at St.

Mary's, but after one year changed his resi-

dence and field of operations to Fryburg,
where he has been located continuously since
December 2, 1882. He has built up a large
and representative practice, extending over a
wide territory, and to some extent has special-
ized in later years in surgery, a field in which
he has become known far beyond the borders
of his inunediate field of practice. Doctor
Sibert is a member of the Auglaize County
Medical Society, the Ohio State Medical So-
ciety and the Eclectic ^Medical Association.
His reputation is that of a learned and
thorough practitioner, with a love for his pro-
fession and a high regard for its strictest

ethics, and one whose long years of practice
have given him a tender and sympathetic
nature, so valuable to the practitioner in the
sick room. His material success has been
equal to that gained professionally, for, while
he started as a poor and struggling young
physician, he is now the owner of a 120-aere
farm and valuable realty at "Wapakoneta and
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Frj'burg. Politically, the doctor is a demo-

crat, and has served four years as a member
of the board of agriculture, and, as before

noted, is now acting for the fourth time as

county coroner. He belongs to the Masons,

the Knights of the Maccabees, the Benevolent

and Protective Order of Elks, the Fraternal

Order of Eagles, the Owls and the Wapa-
koneta Schwabian Benevolent Society, at

Wapakoneta.
Doctor Sibert was married in 1884 to Miss

Flora C. Katterheinrich, who was born at

New Knoxville, Ohio, a daughter of William
Katterheinrich, who died as a soldier of the

Union during the Civil war. To this union

there have been bom three children: Aldo
Vernon, a graduate of Starling Medical Col-

lege, Columbus, Ohio, June, 1914, and now
engaged in the practice of medicine at Lima;
Cleola Rosina Catherine, who is the wife of

Charles Freeh, a stock farmer of Wapakoneta
;

and La Vera Mildred Elizabeth, who is at-

tending the high school at Wapakoneta. Doc-

tor and Mrs. Sibert and their children are

members of the German Lutheran Church at

Wapakoneta.

Charles Henry Wistinghausen. Now
living retired at his comfortable rural home
on section ten, Flatrock Township, Henry
County, Henry Wistinghausen has a retro-

spect of years which should bring comfort

and satisfaction to any man who has lived so

wisely and so well. He is an honored veteran

of the great Civil war. For more than four

years he followed the flag of the Union over

many of the battlefields of the South, and in

fighting so loyally for his adopted country he

won a meed of glory which will always be

cherished by his descendants. For a half

century he has been a practical farmer in

Henry County, and years ago his success

was assured so that there need be no fear or

anxiety concerning the peace of his declining

years.

Mr. Wistinghausen is a native of Westpha-
lia, Germany, born November 30, 1841. His
people were residents of that province of the

Fatherland for generations. His parents were

Yopse and Eve (Lightheiser) Wistinghausen.

When he was about two weeks old his mother
died, and he and his older brother Fred were

left to the care of his father. His father was a

methodical and thrifty German shoemaker.

Fred Wistinghausen, the older brother of

Charles H., is now a retired farmer at Oak
Harbor, Ohio, and has a large family of sons

and daughters by his wife, whose maiden name
was Catherine Swartz, a German girl.

When Charles H. Wistinghausen was four

or five years of age his father married for his

second wife Miss Anna Brown, also a native

of Westphalia. They continued to live in

Germany for a number of years after that, and
several children were born in the old country.

Catherine or Christina, the oldest of these

children by the second marriage of Yopse
Wistinghausen, is the widow of John Dackler
and lives with her children in Cleveland.

George, now retired, lives with his only sur-

viving son, John, in Columbus, Ohio. Carrie,

wife of John Marmann, lives with her family
in Cleveland.

Charles H. Wistinghausen lived in Germany
until he was about thirteen years of age. While
there he attended the public schools, and he

grew up in the household of his father and
his stepmother. In the spring of 1856 or 1857
the little family with the children above men-
tioned set out from Bremen on a sailing vessel

bound for Baltimore. It was just seven weeks
to the daj' when they landed in Baltimore. It

had been a very rough and stormy voyage, and
during one of the storms a sailor was thrown
from the mast and was drowned. After land-

ing the family came to Cleveland, lived there

for a time, and then moved to a farm at 01m-
stead Falls. Wliile on that farm Mr. Wist-

insrhauspti "s father died in 1863. He was born
1801. His widow survived him a number of

years and passed away in 1914 at the home of

her daughter in Cleveland. She was then past

eighty. Wliile the family were in the harbor

of Bremen and before they sailed, one child,

Adolph, died, being then an infant. After

they came to America several other children

were born : Mary, who is married and lives

at Port Clinton, Ohio ; Catherine, wife of John
Mertz, living in Saginaw, Michigan, and they

have two daughters : Yetta, who died in child-

hood and was buried at Cleveland. All the

members of this family were reared in the

faith of the Lutheran Church.

After coming to Ohio Charles H. Wisting-

hausen had some additional education in the

English schools. Being one of the older chil-

dren he felt the necessity of doing for himself

as soon as possible, and in 1858, at the age of

seventeen, he came to Henry County and for

a time lived in the Hanover settlement, and

then moved to the Ridgeville community. He
worked on farms, and for several seasons dur-

ing the winter he performed the arduous ser-

vice of a mail carrier between Ridgeville and
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Coxilton, making two trips a week for the dis-

tance of thirty-five miles. He supplied the

mail to several different postofBces along the

route. In 1861 Mr. Wistinghausen returned
to Olmstead Falls, and in the fall of that year
went to Cleveland and enlisted in Company
E of the Fifty-eighth Ohio Volunteer Infantry,

under Captain Kaufman and Colonel Bau-
wiene. Going South, he and his comrades were
first exposed to the fire of the hostile guns at

Forts Donelsou and Heniy. From that time
forward until the expiration of his term of

enlistment, more than three years later. Mr.
Wistinghausen was almost constantly on duty
and participated in several of those great cam-
paigns by which the Confederacy was split in

twain and the Union army advanced com-
pletely across the country from the Mississippi

to the Atlantic. He participated in the battles

of Pittsburgh Landing or Shiloh, followed the
retreating Confederates to Corinth, thence to

Bolivar, IMississippi, and at Memphis his regi-

ment was .ioined to Sherman's forces. He
participated in a number of raids around
Vicksburg, and spent the winter of 1862-1863
at Helena, Arkansas. At the beginning of the

next year's campaign he was sent down the

Mississippi River to Chickasaw Bayou, and
that battle was especially fatal to his regi-

ment, both his captain and colonel being
among the killed. Later he participated in

the capture of Arkansas Post, and from that

time was on detached duty with a battery of

artillery. He was in the battle of Black
River in the rear of Vicksburg, and after the

fall of that Mississippi stronghold he was part

of the Union army that retook Jackson, Mis-
sissippi. Later he was again a part of Sher-

man's command at ]Memphis and Corinth, and
in that locality they met Forrest's command
and drove that intrepid cavalryman out of

the state. His command was next sent to

€hattanooga, Tennessee, and a few days after

arriving there fought in the battles of Lookout
Mountain, Missionary Ridge and 'Ringgold.

After tho.se operations, which opened up the

way for the Atlanta campaign, Mr. Wi.sting-

hausen and his command were sent to Hunts-
ville and Vicksburg, and a few months after

the expiration of his three years' term of

service he was discharged and was mustered
out at Columbus. Then followed a few weeks
spent at his old home, when his ardent patrio-

tism again urged him to active military serv-

ice, and after a second enlistment he became
a member of Hancock's Corps. Most of his

duties were in and around Washington, Dis-

trict of Columbia. He was at Washington
wheu Lincoln was assassinated, and subse-
quently, when the murderers of the President
were apprehended, he stood as a guard over
the prisoners and saw their execution, being
one of the few survivors if not the only sur-
vivor who watched these detested murderers
drop from the gallows.

After the close of the war Mr. Wisting-
hausen had a variety of service, chiefly guard
duty. He was assigned with his regiment to

act as relief to the state guard, first at Hart-
ford, Connecticut, then New Haven, at Fort
Schuyler and in the New York City harbor.'
He was then assigned to the battery barracks
on special duty as guard, and was finally dis-

charged March 31, 1866, when he had served
several months more than four years. Few of
the Union soldiers served so long, and none
with greater credit and more efficiency in all

that constitutes a brave and loyal soldier.

Though in the war so long, Mr. Wistinghausen
received only one wound. That was during
the siege of Vicksburg, and was caused by
the reckless operation of a gunner in his own
battery. It was by good luck that he did
not lose his sight altogether as a result of
the wound.

Since the close of the war and his return
from the ranks Mr. Wistinghausen has found
profit and pleasure in managing and culti-

vating a farm. He and his wife own 130
acres of land in Flatrock Town.ship, and Mr.
Wistinghausen by his own labors did the work
of improvement. He owns a comfortable
seven-room house on section ten of that town-
ship, with good surrounding buildings, and
though he is now a man past the three quarter
century mark he still gives active superintend-
ence to his home place.

In Flatrock Township on the farm where he
now lives Mr. Wistinghausen married Miss
Laura Diery. She was born in Seneca
County, Ohio, March 28, 1843, a daughter of

Christopher and Eve Diery, who were mar-
ried in Germany and on coming to the United
States located first in Senneca and later in

Henry County, Ohio. Her father secured a

tract of Governmeht land, and after improv-
ing it lived there until his death at the age of

ninety-one. Her mother died when about
seventy yeai"s of age. The Dierys were a

Lutheran family.

ilrs. Wistinsliausen died at her old home in

Flatrock Township May 20, 1885. She had
been confirmed in the Lutheran Church on
February 15, 1857. To their marriage were
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born the following children: Philip P., who
lives on a nice farm in section 10 of Flatrock

Township, has children named Carl, Maria

and Clara. Ella is the wife of William Orth-

wein, a farmer in Flatrock Township, and

their children are Laura, Helen, Martha, Vina,

Carl and Richard. Julia is the wife of Ernest

Franz, a farmer of Napoleon Township, their

children being Clarence, Alvena, Robert, Ed-

ward, Esther and Laura. Matilda is the wife

of Joseph Meyerholtz, a merchant of Hamler
in Henry County, and their two sons are

named Luther and Kenneth. Three other

sons, named Paul, Walter and William, died

young.
Mr. Wistinghausen married for his second

wife in Ottawa, Ohio, Mrs. Louis Koloff. She

was born in Mecklenburg, Germany, June 7,

1846, was brought to the United States in

1884, and first married' Fred Koloff. By that

marriage there were two children : Carl, who
is a railroad engineer living in the State of

Iowa, and by his marriage to Minnie Metz

has three sons, Kyle, Kenneth and Keith.

Wilhelmina is the wife of Henry Rettig, of

Napoleon Township, and they are the parents

of a daughter, Helen. Mr. and ]Mrs. 'Wisting-

hausen and their family are all members of

the Lutheran Church. Mr. Wistinghausen has

been a stanch citizen of the Republic since

he followed the flag of the Union for so many
years, and, while formerly a democrat, he is

now a republican voter. During one term he

served as a director of the county infirmary.

Frederick Nischwitz. The career of the

late Frederick Nischwitz was impressed in

many ways on the agricultural and material

life of Henry County. He was a type of man
who commands success in many ventures.

Luck was not an element in his career, and
those who knew him will say that it was an
ususual combination and balance of faculties

that brought him to the successful position

which he long enjoyed in Henry County. The
condition of his prosperity was no doiibt indus-

try' and thrift, and it was the exercise of

those two qualities that brought him from the

station of a poor young 'German, when he

came to America, to a place as a man of affairs

who controlled 280 acres of fine land in Flat-

rock Township, comprising one of the best

rural estates in the entire county. That land
his labor had improved from a woodland into

fertile fields, and altogether constituting a

home which was a pleasant scene in which to

pass his declining years and is now owned and

enjoyed by Mrs. Nischwitz and her little

family.

His estate is divided into three distinct

farms. The homestead has 120 acres. Mrs.
Nischwitz resides in a substantial brick house,
and the group of improvements also include
several large barns. Each of the other two
farms, eighty acres apiece, is supplied with a
full set of farm buildings, and one of these
places is let to a thrifty tenant. Besides this

farm property, Mrs. Nischwitz, by her native
habits of thrift and the possession of keen
business judgment, has since the death of her
husband acquired another fine piece of prop-
erty of eighty acres in Highland Township of
Defiance County. This is likewise one of the

good farms of that section of Ohio, has good
building improvements, and represents a sub-

stantial little fortune in itself. Mrs. Nisch-
witz has distinguished herself as a wise woman
of affairs, and her administration has not only
kept up the property left her by her late

husband, but has largely increased it.

The late Mr. Nischwitz represented a long
line of substantial German ancestry, and he
and all his people were active members of the

Lutheran faith. He and his parents were
both born in Germany. He in Pififley-heim,

not far from the City of Worms. His birth

occurred January 26, 1842. His parents were
Henry and Catherine (Beckley) Nischwitz.
When he was about nine years of age his par-

ents sought a home in the New World. At
that time few steamships plowed the waters of

the Atlantic, and this little family embarked
on one of the slow-going sailing vessels which
brought them after a long and tedious jour-

ney to New Yoi-k City. They arrived in

America in 1851, and soon afterward they
established their first home in Crawford
County, Ohio. In 1858, having sold his prop-
erty in Crawford County, the father, Henry
Nischwitz, moved to Henry County. Here he
began life anew with the advantages of such
experiences as he had acquired during his

early days of pioneering in Crawford County.
His home in Henry County was 120 acres of

partially cleared land, and with that he was
identified as a capable farmer until his death,

November 16. 1875, at the age of sixty-five.

His wife had died January 24, 1860. 'They
were tlie parents of six children. The daugh-
ters Margaret and Catherine are both now
deceased. John A. was an honored veteran of

the Civil war. having fought throughout the

war of the rebellion and having special dis-

tinction because of the fact that he was one
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of the force of Union soldiers who effected the

capture of Jefferson Davis a few weeks after

the surrender of Lee and the evacuation of the

City of Richmond. He was a resident of the

Village of Florida, but is now deceased. An-
other daugliter, Margaret, is the wife of John
Grau, of Pleasant Township, Henry County.
The daughter Anna died in infancy. Eva is

the wife of ;Mr. . Kistler, of Sandusky City,

Ohio.

It was partly in Henry and partly in

Crawford County that Frederick Nischwitz
spent his early youth. He had a splendid

schooling in his native land, and was given

similar advantages in the English schools of

this country. It was not so much his early

education as his native habits and talent and
the phenomenal energy that made him a suc-

cessful figure in the world. His fortune grew
almost entirely out of his energy and long

continued years of steadily directed efforts

along one line. As a farmer he was quite

widely known as a successful breeder of fine

Holstein cattle. Experience brought him a

maturity of judi;iiicnt and a ripeness of wis-

dom whicli commanded the respect and ad-

miration of all his fellow men, and when he
died, January 27, 1908, the people of Henry
County felt that they had lost one of their

best as well as one of their most successful fel-

low citizens. Politically he was a democrat.

In 1879, in Napoleon Township, Mr. Nisch-

witz married Miss Mary Benien. Mrs. Nisch-

witz was born in Napoleon Township of Henry
County, April 27, 1861, and was reared in her

home locality, attending the schools and quali-

fying herself for the responsibilities of home
and family. Her parents were Herman and
Catherine (^lohrman) Benien, both of whom
were natives of Hanover, a kingdom which
has furnished many thrifty citizens to Henry
County. Her parents grew up and married in

Hanover, and their first child, Henry, was
born there. In 1860 they came to America
from Bremen in a sailing vessel, and their

first home was in Napoleon Township, Henry
County. Here her parents cleared up some
land, "living in a log cabin in the meantime,

and later bought an improved farm in Flat-

rock Township, where they spent the rest of

their busy and useful years. Mr. Benien died

December 24, 1880, at the age of sixty-one,

and his widow is still living, hale and hearty

at the age of eighty-six. She makes her home
in the City of Napoleon. Mrs. Nischwitz 's

family were also strict Lutherans in religion

and in many ways gave their influence and

support to the church in Henry County. Her
father was a supporter of the Democratic
party.

Mrs. Nischwitz became the mother of two
daughters, Catherine S. was born in July,
1886, and Emma May was born March 13,
1890. The daugliter Emma married Ortive E.
Durham. Mr. Durham, who is a son of
Emanuel Durham and a nephew of J. Wesley
Durham, of a prominent old family of Henry
County, elsewliere referred to in this publi-
cation, was born in Indiana, January 26, 1880,
and was reared partly in his native state and
partly in Henry County. He was well edu-
cated, and has proved himself a successful and
progressive farmer. Since his marriage to

the daughter of Mrs. Nischwitz he has operated
200 acres of the Nischwitz estate. He and his

wife lived in the home of Mrs. Nischwitz, and
there Mrs. Emma Durham passed away in

May, 1914, in the prime of her years. She is

survived by two attractive young children,

grandchildren of Mrs. Nischwitz, named lona
E., born August 1, 1909, and Albert F., born
September 2, 1913. Two years after the death
of his first wife Jlr. Durham married the other
.daughter of Mrs. Nischwitz, Catherine Sophia,
and they still make their home with their

mother, and altogether they constitute a very
happy as well as prosperous family.

William Knapp. Though William Knapp
died in the prime of his years, he had accom-
plished all those things for which men most
zealously strive through their mortal years.

He was a pioneer of Henry County, developed
a home in the midst of the wilderness, lived to

see himself and family surrounded by com-
forts and prosperity, and was survived by a

splendid family of children, who have since

carried on the good work he began.
He was a native of Germany, born in

Wuertemberg in elanuary, 1836, a son of
George and Mary Knapp. His parents were
also natives of Wuertemberg. When he was
a small child they all set out for the United
States, embarking on a sailing vessel at Ham-
burg and being many weeks on the ocean be-

fore they landed in New York City. Their
first settlement in America was made in Craw-
ford County, Ohio. They located there dur-
ing the early '40s, when Norfolk, Ohio, was
still an unlirnkon wilderness. George Knapp
was a taildi- li\- trade, an occupation he had
learned anil tnl lowed in the old country. In

the new distriet of Oliio where he located he
spent the open seasons of the year in clearing
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and developing his farm, and also worked at

the trade of tailor during the winter, and by
that occupation succeeded in paying the house-

hold expenses. Both he and his wife died in

Crawford County, he being past sixty and she

at the age of about forty. They were Luth-

erans.

The late William Knapp was the second in

a family of five sons and two daughters. All

married and all had children and all are now
deceased. William and his brother Emanuel
came to Henry County when this part of Ohio
was still wild, and made settlement in Flat-

rock Township. They secured at a very cheap

price some of the canal lands. These lands

were practically all swampy or covered with

heavy timber. After they were cleared and
drained their fertility was revealed, and for

years of successive croppings their value is

still undiminished. Here William Knapp and
his brother cleared up and by their labors

developed the good homes which their descend-

ants now enjoy. The soil of these farms is

what is known as Elm tree soil, and it sur-

passes in point of richness almost any land

found in Ohio. It is particularly adapted to

the growing of all kinds of grain, and buck-

wheat was a favorite crop in the early days,

it being threshed out with a flail.

It was on his fann of eighty acres in Plat-

rock Township that William Knapp passed

away March 9, 1882, when aged forty-six

years three months. He was a democrat and
in his later years an active member of the

Methodist Episcopal Church.

His brother Emanuel improved 120 acres

of adjacent land, and died on his old fann

June 23, 1914. He had married in Crawford

County Caroline Weidemeyer, who is still liv-

ing, the mother of eight children. On Febru-

ary 9, 1860, at the log cabin home of his bride,

William Knapp married Elizabeth Busch.

Mrs. Knapp, who is still living and with some

of her children occupies the old homestead in

section 25 of Platroek Township, was born at

W^ashington, Pennsylvania, June 27, 1842.

Her parents were William and Sophia

(Rowalt) Busch. Her father was born in

Wuertemberg, Germany, while her mother

was of Low German stock. William Busch
came to America when about sixteen years of

age, his wife, then a maiden girl, having come
some years before. Both of them were born

in 1816 and they met and married in Wash-
ington County, Pennsylvania. They were
married in 1837 and in Washington County
three of their children were born; Henry,

Elizabeth and Mary. The daughter Mary is

now Mrs. Michael Rettig of a well known
Henry County family elsewhere referred to.

In 1845 the Busch family emigrated westward
from Pennsylvania to Crawford County, Ohio.
They rented land there for a few years, in

1855 made their last removal to a permanent
home in Henry Comity. A j^oke of oxen drew
one wagon and a horse another, and it was a

long and tedious and toilsome journey to

Henrj' County. It was a wet season, and the

wagons were almost constantly in the mud and
the water. Arriving in Flatrock Township,
they located in the woods on a tract of public

land, and six weeks passed before their simple

log cabin home could be erected. In the mean-
time they lived in the home of a neighbor.

The first home of the Busch family in Henry
County was one of the typical log cabins in

which most of the early settlers of this section

lived. It had a punelaeon floor, its roof was
of clapboards, and at one end of the dwelling

rose a chimney made of sticks and mud.
There, with the aid of his children, William
Busch toiled for a number of years before

getting his land into profitable cultivation.

Those were years of privation for the members
of the Busch family, and ]\Irs. Knapp occasion-

ally took employment in neighbors' homes at

wages of a dollar a week in order to buy a

bushel or so of wheat in order to have some

special baking for Sunday. She has also

driven oxen to the plow to break the ground.

But all those hardships wei-e only preliminary

to the substantial prosperity which members
of the Busch family have enjoyed in Henry
County for fifty years or more. William

Busch built the substantial house of seven

rooms which has been occupied by members

of the family for nearly half a century, and

later he erected a large barn, both of which

buildings are still in a good state of repair.

William Busch died on the old farm in 1880,

and his widow passed away August 28, 1908,

when past ninety years of age. Both were

members of the Methodist Church and Mr.

Busch was a democrat. After the Busch

family moved to Crawford County three other

children were born: Margaret became the

wife of Ferdinand Ditmer of South Napo-

leon and has eight living children ; Charlotta

died in Easter time, 1916, in Crawford County,

and left nine children by her marriage to

Peter Hover. Minnie died in girlhood. One

daughter was born to the Busch family in

Henry County, named Angeline, and when a
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small child she met death, being accidentally

scalded.

Mrs. WiUiam Knapp is the mother of a fine

family of children. Henry K., a grocer and
meat merchant at Holgate, married Ann
Bostleman and has two sons and five daugh-
ters. Mary is the wife of Henry Zacharies, a

farmer in Pleasant Township, and they have
five sons and two daughters. Ella, now de-

ceased, married Peter Weaver of Holgate and
has two children named Irene and Charles.

The daughter, Margaret, died when two years

of age. Jacob, who operates his mother's
farm, married Alice Schubert, and has two
children, a daughter named Gladys and an
infant daughter. Noah, who lives on the old

Buseh homestead in section twenty-five of

Flatrock Township, married Emma, the

daughter of Peter and Ella (Gearhart) Shi-

arla, the former now deceased and the latter

living near Stanley in Henry County; Noah
and wife have children named Virgil, Laverne
and Donald, both deceased, Frances, Richard
and Charles. Anna, the youngest child of

Mrs. Knapp, married Daniel Ileilman, a

farmer in Monroe Township, and their chil-

dren are Russell, Lester, Harold and Ralph.

Mrs. Knapp is an active member with her
family of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

S. M. JOHANNSEN. More than a century
ago Commodore Perry in his memorable battle

with tlio British fleet on Lake Erie gave a dis-

tinction to Put-in-Bay which will be associated

with that locality as long as Americans read

history. Put-in-Bay is the name of a village

that has grown up on the shores of the waters

in which the historic engagement took place,

and for a number of years the leading mer-

chant and citizen of that place has been ilr.

S. M. Johannsen. Mr. Johaixnsen, besides his

local activities, is also especially identified

with the history of this place through his ap-

pointment by Governor Andrew L. Harris in

1908 as one of the five original members of the

Perry Memorial and Centennial Commission,
whose appointment was authorized under two
joint resolutions of the General Assembly for

the purpose of promoting the erection of a

permanent memorial to Commodore Oliver

Hazard Periy in conjunction with a Perry's

Victory Centennial Celebration on Put-in-Bay
Island during the summer of 191.3 in com-
memoration of the one hundredth anniversary

of the battle of Lake Erie. When this com-
mis.sion was organized his as,sociates honored
Mr. Johannsen by electing him treasurer of

the commission and in this capacity he served
with credit to himself and the commission dur-
ing the Centennial Celebration in 1913 and
until the now famous Perry iMemorial, the
finest in the world, was completed. As treas-

urer Mr. Johannsen was also instrumental in
raising funds for this worthy and patriotic

project to which he devoted a great deal of his

valuable time without compensation.
Of Danish descent, Mr. Johannsen was born

in the Province of Schleswig-Holstein after
that became a par-t of the German Empire.
His birth occun-ed April 4, 1868. His father,

Christian Johannsen, brought his family to

America in 1884, locating on a farm near Dan-
bury in Ottawa County, Ohio. There he spent
the rest of his days. S. M. Johannsen was the
oldest of his children. His brother Sigfried
is a farmer at Gypsum in Ottawa County. His
sister Mary is the wife of John Boldt, a farmer
in Bay Township of Ottawa County.

Reared on a farm, S. M. Johannsen had a
particular ambition for an education when a
boy, and he made the best use of his opportu-
nities. He attended the schools at Danbury,
also the Sandusky Business College, and com-
pleted his training in the Ohio Northern Uni-
versity at Ada. For many years he was best

known in Ottawa County as a teacher. In
1889 he came to the Village of Put-in-Bay and
for seventeen j^ears was engaged in educa-
tional work. During summer vacations he fol-

lowed commercial lines, and on retiring from
the schoolroom in 1906 he gave all his time
to business. He developed a large general
store and conducted it successfully until 1915,
when he sold out to his .son and two other
partners. Mr. Johannsen now has some sub-

stantial investments on the island where the

Village of Put-in-Bay stands.

In 1903 Mr. Johannsen was instrumental in

organizing the Put-in-Bay Board of Trade, a
business men's organization, which he has
served as president ever since. The object of

this organization has been to promote the

business and general welfare of the island.

How well it has succeeded in this is evidenced
by the present general prosperity of the island

and its progress in this direction since the

board of trade was organized. It was at a
regular meeting of this board in November,
1907, that its then publicity agent, Col. R. J.

Diegle, first suggested the idea of a Perry
Memorial and Centennial Celebration for Put-
in-Bay. This idea, or dream as it was then
called by many, would never have been pushed
to a successful realization had it not been for
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the earnest and continued efforts of the mem-
bers of this organization.

Mr. Johannsen married Mary Baer, a

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Baer, resi-

dents of Sandusky when she was born but

who later moved to Put-in-Bay. Mr. and Mrs.

Johannsen have one son, Carl, now an enter-

prising young merchant at Put-in-Bay.

Politically Mr. Johannsen is a democrat.

For sixteen consecutive years he served in the

city council of Put-in-Bay. For eight years

he was a member of the Board of Education.

He is affiliated with the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows and also with the Elks' Lodge at

Sandusky.

H. A. ScHABOw. A few miles from Toledo,

out on the Jerusalem Road in Jerusalem
Township, is the

'

' Lone Walnut Fruit Farm. '

'

For years some of the finest apples, peaches,

pears, quinces, cherries, plums and grapes
found in the markets at Toledo and elsewhere

have been marked as the special product of

that farm. Such a place is a real asset to any
community. It represents the same kind of

value that a successful factory or a high class

store does. And those who are competent to

judge will declare that it recjuires just as

much careful management to produce such a

place as it does to build up an industrial or-

ganization.

This farm has been the center and scene of

H. A. Schabow's activities for a great many
years. He is in fact the creator of the Lone
Walnut Fruit Farm. Experience and careful

study have gone hand in hand with Mr.
Schabow, and while he has never posed as an
aulhority on horticulture the practical results

that have come from his efforts indicate that

he is well deserving of such distinction.

A native of Northwest Ohio, he was born
November 24, 1863, at Oak Harbor in Ottawa
County. At the age of eighteen he went out

to Northwestern Kansas, and there took up a
claim in what was still an undeveloped coun-

try. He remained working it and proving up
for six years, and still owns the land.

On August 26, 1887, Mr. Schabow bought
his present farm of forty acres in Jerusalem
Township. Mr. Schabow says that all the

schooling he ever had was for a not longer

time than three months. Apparently that has
been no handicap to him in his chosen career

as a fruit grower., He follows those methods
which agi-icultural experts would pronounce
scientific, but whatever might be said by the

experts concerning his work its results speak

for themselves. He has not only been a very
successful grower of fruit, but has learned
how to take care of it, and that is in the last

analysis almost as important as the productive
end. It is sufficient testimony on this point

to say that he has succeeded in keeping a pre-

vious year's crop of apples solid and perfect

in taste and texture until midsummer.
Besides this large business, which recjuires

so much of his time and attention and also

engages the services of several of his children,

Mv. Schabow has for the past twentj'-four

years been township agent for the Lucas
County Farmers Mutual Aid and Insurance
Company. He was the first town clerk elected

after the organization of Jerusalem Township,
and filled that office continuously for more
than fifteen years. He is now serving as town-
ship assessor. Politically he is a democrat.
He and his family attend the Lutheran
Church and he and his wife belong to the

Patrons of Husbandry, Order No. 1998.

In 1888, soon after he bought what is known
as the Lone Walnut Fruit Farm, he married
Caroline Gatager of Ottawa County, Ohio.

Their children are : Herman, who lives at

home and is serving as clerk of Jerusalem
Township ; Hilda and Alfred, both of whom
are employed at Toledo; Mary, who is em-
ployed at the State Hospital in Toledo ; An-
drew, a traveling salesman ; Amelia, at home

;

Augustus, who is employed at Neeley, Michi-

gan; Tillie, Mildred and Cora, all at home.

All the children received -the advantages of

the local schools, and the best of home
training.

William Schulenberg. In spite of a

youth of limited opportunities William Schu-
lenberg has attained that degree of material

prosperity and honor in the affairs of the

world which is the ambition of most men, and
there are none who begrudge him the leisure

and contentment he now enjoys while nearing

the age of fourscore.

To be left an orphan at the age of nine

years is a calamity to many boys, but in the

case of William Schulenberg it seems only to

have sharpened his energies and set him into

the work of carving out his success a little

earlier than would have been the case had his

parents lived. He was born near New Bre-

men, Ohio, September 7, 1838, a son of Henry
F. and Wilhelmina (Buck) Schulenberg, both

of whom were natives of Germany. His
father was a millwright and miller by trade,

followed those occupations in the old countrj-.
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and in 1834 came to America with his family.

They arrived in this country after an ocean

voyage of two months. From Baltimore they

proceeded at once to Cincinnati. Later he

removed to New Bremen, Ohio, returned to

Cincinnati for a few years, again came to

New Bremen, and lived there until he fell a

victim to the cholera in 1849. He was only

forty years of age when he died and his wife

had passed away the previous year. Henry
Schulenberg was a very successful man in his

business and many of the best houses in New
Brciiien of that time were monuments to his

AVilliam Schulenberg is the sixth in a fam-
ily of twelve children, and the only one living.

After his parents' death he had little school-

ing-, and earned his own way by securing

work in a wagon shop painting wagons. At
tlie age of fifteen he took other employment
on a farm at wages of $3 a month. Other
employment of those years was work on the

Miami and Erie Canal, and from 1858 until

1862 ran the stage carrying mail between
New Bremen and Piqua.

From his work as a stage driver he was
called to the more serious and dangerous voca-

tion of the soldier. August 2.5, 1862, he en-

listed in Company C of the Thirty-seventh

Ohio Volunteer Infantry under Colonel Sie-

bert. He participated in several of the cam-
paigns by which the Union forces wrested the

control of the Lower Mississippi Valley from
the Confederates. He was at the siege and
a.ssault upon Vicksburg, at the battle of Jack-

son, and later at Missionary Ridge. Two of

his brothers were in the same company of the

same regiment, and still another brother was
a soldier in the First Ohio Cavahy. While
he escaped from actual wounds he had many
narrow calls and several holes were shot

through his blouse and one bullet passed
through his hair. The la.st six months of his

.service were spent in Columbus, Ohio, where
he acted in an official capacity in forwarding
substitutes to the front.

On being granted liis honorable discharge,

May 20, 1865, he returned to New Bremen,
and in the same year he married Miss Cath-
erine Helwig. Mr. and Mrs. Schulenberg had
three children. The daughter Anna is the

wife of Edward Langhorst, who is a machin-
ist and lives at New Bremen. The son Herbert
now conducts his father's mercantile house at

New Bremen and does a large real estate

business besides. It is said by his neighbors
and a.ssociates that he is the busiest man in

New Bremen. Herbert Schulenberg married
Miss Lulu Taylor, and they are the parents
of three children : Cade, who is now a student
of eli'rt lii-al cii'^ineering in Cincinnati; Elton
and Idiif. Iidih at home and in school, lone
spending a portion of her time when not in

school as cashier of the picture show owned
by her father. Frances, the youngest child

of Mr. and Mrs. William Schulenberg, mar-
ried Ernst Kuck; they have one child, Wil-
liam Henry.

After the war Mr. Schulenberg engaged in

business at New Bremen, but a large part of

his time has been taken up by public duties.

He was elected shei-iff of Auglaize County
and was the first republican ever elected to

that office in the county. In 1868 President
Grant appointed him postmaster of New Bre-
men and he filled that office continuously until

1885, being out during the Cleveland adminis-
tration, and then with the return of the re-

publicans to power he was again appointed
by President Harrison. He also filled the

post of mayor two terms, has been chief of the

fire department and justice of the peace. A
lifelong republican, his personal popularity
and his well known business integrity have
secured him a number of honors in a com-
munity strongly democratic. He was made a

Mason Janua^ry 11, 1870, in Union Lodge No.

440, at New Bremen, Ohio. He is now a

member of Mercer Lodge No. 121, of St.

Mary's. Ohio, and attained the thirty-second

degree in Masonry on November 30, 1909, at

Dayton, Ohio. He also has membership rela-

tions with Kyle Post of the Grand Army of

the Republic at Wapakoneta, Ohio.

Henry S. Rosencr.\ns. An old and experi-

enced worker in the oil fields, not only in the

Ohio district but as far west as the Pacific

coast, Henry S. Rosencrans is now settled

down to permanent business at Findlay, and
is one of the associate partners in the Findlay
Vulcanizing Company at 115 East Sandusky
Street.

He was born at McLennieksville near Oil

City in Venango County, Pennsylvania, July
26, 1873. His parents were George S. and
Harriet Ann (Speer) Rosencrans. All the

education he gained preparatory to taking up
the battle of life on his own account was from
the country schools.

It was as natural for a boy of Western
Pennsylvania to enter the oil fields as it is for

a youth on the sea shore to become a sailor.

Mr. Rosencrans on leaving home went to the



1554 HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO

oil district of Mercer County, Oliio, and spent

seven years there, in the meantime getting

some further advantages in the way of school-

ing. He also lived during part of his boyhood
in Crawford County, Pennsylvania, and while

there he worked on a farm.

He continued his farming in Ashtabula
County, Ohio, and then became a stationary

engineer with the Manhattan Oil Company in

Mercer County, Ohio. He spent seven years

with that firm, and in 1899 came as their rep-

resentative to Findlay, where he was employed
for eight years as an oil ganger. When this

company sold out, Henry Rosencrans started

for the California fields, first locating at

Coalinga in Fresno County. For six months
he was a stationary engineer with one com-
pany, and for eight months with the K. W. &
Turner Oil Company.
After that experience in the Far West, Mr.

Rosencrans returned to Findlay and bought
from Mr. Titus his interest in the Findlay
Vulcanizing Company. That has since been
his regular business, his partner being Mr.
Kurtz. This company now supplies a service

and output for the entire district of North-
western Ohio, and it is a business which has

steadily prospered from the beginning. The
firm also maintains an agency for the best

makes of automobile tires.

]\Ir. Rosencrans is a democrat. He is affili-

ated with the Independent Order of Odd Fel-

lows, the Masonic Lodge and the American
Insurance Union. He has some of those

rugged qualities that inhere in his German
Pennsylvania stock, and success has come to

him by hard work. In 1893 he married Anna
M. Greenfield, daughter of Tunis and Maiy
(Snyder) Greenfield. They have one son, Leo
S., now twenty years of ao:e, who completed a
classical couree in the Findlay College and is

now on the Pacific Coast.

John D. Renshler is one of the most widely
known business men of Hancock County, and
among other interests is proprietor of the

Twentieth Century Couch Manufacturing
Company at Findlay. A steadfast ambition,
hard work, fair dealing and genial goodfellow-
ship have placed him far ahead in the race of

life, and liave given him a success which he
has well deserved.

He was bom in Amanda Township of Han-
cock County May 6, 1871, a son of Levi W.
and Mary Jane (Harrison) Renshler. His
mother was a granddaughter of General Har-
rison of Tippecanoe fame. Mr. Renshler 's

mother, who was of Scotch-Irish stock, died in

1914. The father was of German lineage.

His early life John D. Renshler spent in

Wharton, Wyandotte County, where he ac-

quired his primary education. The family
then removed to Findlay, where he continued
his schooling until he was fifteen, and he also

attended school at Blount Blanchard. As a
.youth he followed various lines of employ-
ment. For five years he worked at a printing
case in the offices of the Morning Republican.
For two and a half years he had experience in

the plumbing business, spent one year in the

shoe business, conducted a butcher shop and
abattoir for three yeai*s. and then took up the

undertaking business A\'itli Frank ]M. Barnhart.
He spent five years learning this business, and
then started for himself at ilcComb in Han-
cock County, with only twelve dollars capital.

He conducted the business under the partner-

ship title of Bright & Renshler, furniture and
undertaking. Though they started on a

meager capital they were successful from the

start, and hard work brought them a large

trade covering the entire county. These pai-t-

ners subsequently bought the establishment

of Horace C. Smith at Findlay, and after eon-

ducting it for two years ^Ir. Bright sold his

interest to D. H. Thomas and the firm con-

tinued as Thomas & Renshler one year. In
1906 Mr. Renshler bought out his partner
Thomas and has since been sole proprietor of

the business.

He now owns a large factory for manufac-
turing caskets and other special wares of high

grade. In 1913 he moved his headquarters to

Broadway and has an establishment equipped
with motor hearses and limousines for

funerals, and the business is now conducted
in entirely new quarters, buildings which Mr.

Renshler himself has erected.

Politically he is progressive and a public

spirited citizen at all times. He is a charter

member of the Findlay Country Club, is a
stockholder in the Shepherd Sanitarium
Company and is identified with the Benevo-
lent and Protective Order of Elks at Findlay,

the Independent Order of Odd FeUows at Mc-
Comb, and with the ]\Iodern Woodmen of

America, the Knights of the Maccabees, the

Tribe of Ben Hur, and Loyal Order of Moose.

Mr. Renshler married Hamet R. Lauck,

daughter of IMichael and Lucinda (Aurand)
Lauck, the former of Pennsylvania and the

latter of Ohio. There were two children:

Nellie 0. and Clarence, but the latter died in

1912.
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John Ruthraupp. Residing in comfort-

able retirement in his beautiful home at Find-
lay, Ohio, is a respected and esteemed citizen,

John Ruthrauif, who, for many years was one
of the city's most active business men. When
he came to Findlay, in early manhood, it was
to better his fortunes and to build up a repu-

tation as an industrious, dependable, reliable

business man. He was one of the early hard-
ware merchants, a line in which he continued
with much expansion uiitil he retired from
business after an honorable career that cov-

ered forty-six years.

John Ruthrauff is of German ancestry and
])arentage but was born in the United States,

ill Washington County, Maryland. His
parents were John and Mary (Sehreiber)
Ruthrauff, and his grandfather was Rev. John
Ruthrauff, a minister in the Lutheran Church,
who was a pioneer and prominent man at

Greencastle, Franklin County, Pennsylvania.
The grandfather died in Washington County,
in 1837, leaving many sons. When the pres-

ent John Ruthrauff was three years old the

family started for Ohio, traveling across the

country in a four-horse prairie schooner.

They settled near Canton and bought and oc-

cupied a farm. In that section he passed
his time until he was nineteen years of age, in

the meanwhile attending the country schools

which were, at that time, more or less primi-

tive in their methods but nevertheless afforded
solid instruction.

As his services were not needed on the home
farm, young John Ruthrauff left home and
made his way to Lima, Ohio, making up his

mind to become a merchant. In furtherance
of this plan he became a general clerk for the

general mercantile firm of King & Kendall
and continued with the same firm for five

years. In 1855 he came to Findlay and dur-

ing the next year was a general clerk in the

store of Wheeler Brothers. In June, 1856,

he embarked in the hardware business, in

partnership with John B. May, under the firm

name of May & Ruthrauff, on the west side of

Main Street, the location being three doors

south of the courthouse. After a period of

reasonable success, in 1862 Mr. May sold his

interest and Mr. Ruthrauff admitted James T.

Adams to a partnership, under the style of

Adams & Ruthrauff. Two years later Mr.
Adams turned his attention in another direc-

tion and disposed of his interest, C. C. God-
man becoming the junior partner and the firm

continued as Ruthrauff & Godman until 1866.

In that year J. D. Cory bought Mr. Godman 's

interest and the business was continued under
the name of Ruthrauff & Cory until 1872,
when Mr. Ruthrauff' bought his partner's en-

tire interest and continued alone in the busi-

ness until his permanent retirement in Janu-
ary, 1902. Conunenced as a hardware busi-

ness, it was gradually expanded until it in-

cluded agricultural imiilcincnts of all kinds,

in its later yeai's devoting large space to this

line. Mr. Ruthrauff had additional business
eonnections and still retains interests in the
Clarksburg (West Virginia) Glass Company,
and the Baker Brothers Glass Company, of

Okmulgee, Oklahoma.
On May 29, 1861, Mr. Ruthrauff was mar-

ried to Miss Emily Gray, who died May 31,

1913. She was a daughter of Rev.. David and
Naomi Gray, of Findlay. They had four chil-

dren as follows: Harry, who died in July,

1864; Mary Ellen, who" is the wife of U. 6.

Baker, of Indianapolis, Indiana ; Linda, who
remains with her father; and Frederick G.,

who resides with his family at Berkeley, Cali-

fornia.

From the beginning of the republican party
as an organization Mr. Ruthrauff has given it

his political support, casting his vote for John
C. Fremont, its first presidential candidate.

He is identified with botli the JIasons and Odd
Fellows. He was reared in the Lutheran faith

and is a member of that church at Findlay,
belonging to its council board. Many of his

name and kindred have been ministers in the

Lutheran Church and Mr. Ruthrauff owns a

valuable and interesting collection of Bibles
and of diaries, the former printed in old

Gothic or black letter German type and the

latter a family record of the period between
1730 and 1760. Although long since retired

from participation in business, Mr. Ruthrauff
has by no means lost his interest in passing
events, on the other hand keeping abreast of

the times as a clear-headed, broad-minded man
of the times, one of those whom age has
touched kindly.

Tobias Gabriel. Barnhill, M. D. Among
the leading medical practitioners of North-

western Ohio is Dr. Tobias Gabriel Barnhill,

who has been a resident of Findlay for forty-

six years and during forty-three of these has

carried on a medical and surgical practice

that has made him widely known and has es-

tablished his reputation especially in the line

of surgery. Very often, no doubt, the most
earnest physician finds his best efforts baffled

because of inability to have a constantly
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watchful eye, for a season, over a patient, and
this situation, in part, explains the reason for

able men like Doctor Bamhill establishing

sanitariums of their own and subject to their

own scientific management.
Tobias Gabriel Barnhill was born on his

father's farm in Holmes County, Ohio, May
5, 1851. His parents were Joseph and Sarah
(Funkhouser) Barnhill. They moved to a

farm in Liberty Township, Hancock County,

when their son was eighteen months old. The
boy grew to manhood on this farm, securing

educational training in the district schools

and appropriating it sufficiently to enable him
to secure a teacher's certificate. He taught

countiy schools in Hancock County for two

years before coming to Findlay, in 1870, and
for one year afterward read medicine in the

olfice of Doctors Oesterlin and Detweiler. In

1871 he attended the Cleveland Homeopathic
College and continued his studies there until

he was graduated with the class of 1873, imme-
diately entering into practice at Findlay.

Subsequently he took a course in orificial sur-

gery in the Pratt Medical School. In general

practice and also along special lines Doctor

Barnhill has been very successful. As his field

of practice widened he found it desirable to

establish a private hospital which has broad-

ened into the widely known Barnhill Sani-

tarium at Findlay. This institution is fully

equipped according to modern ideas and scien-

tific methods are employed in the treatment

of patients, a feature of which are the electric

baths. Doctor Bamhill devotes the larger

part of liis time to his patients, manj' of whom
come long distances to benefit through his

skill.

Doctor Barnhill was married to Miss Mary
Jane Reiminger, in 1874, who is a daughter of

Conrad Reiminger. They have one child,

Joseph C, who married Dorothy "Wetherald,

of Findlay, and their two children are Russell

and Lillian J.

In politics Doctor Barnhill has always been

a democrat and is a suppoi-ter of the policies

of President Wilson. He has never accepted

any political office for himself except mem-
bership on the* school board and one term as

count}^ coroner. He owns two valuable farms,

one of 178 and the other of eighty acres, both

of which are leased. He is a valued member of

the Ohio State Homeopathic Association and
Institute of Homeopathy. With his family
Doctor Bamhill belongs to the First Presby-
terian Church at Findlay.

Clarence L. Fleming. The foundation of

modern business is efficiency. Large capital

may be invested and wide commercial rela-

tions established, but the success and pros-

perity of any enterprise of importance rests

upon the efforts of the thoroughly trained

men who know how to look after the details.

Not always, but often, these men are found
among the officials of these large concerns, 1

responsibilities which they bear having been

placed upon them because of their actual, prac-

tical preparation for assuming them.

Clarence L. Fleming, assistant secretary of

the Ohio Oil Company, at Findlay, Ohio, and
private secretary to the president of this large

Inisiness organization, was born at Emlenton,
Venango Coiinty, Pennsylvania, August 2,

1880. He is a son of Elias L. and Ida N.

(Lawall) Fleming.
From childhood Mr. Fleming was accus-

tomed to the surroundings that belong to oil

and gas developing territoiw, as his father for

many years was identified with such indus-

tries. He attended the common and high

schools at Oil City and then felt prepared to

become self-supporting. In 1898 he accepted

the position of office boy in the Oil City branch

of the Ohio Oil Company, continuing until

1900. In the meanwhile he had acquired the

art of stenography and when he came to Find-

lay he found himself well prepared to become
the private secretary of the president of the

company and soon was made assistant secre-

tary of the concern.

In 1907 Mr. Fleming was united in mar-
riage with Miss Nina A. Phelps, who was bom
at Findlay. Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Fleming have

one son, William Phelps Fleming.

In politics Mr. Fleming has always been a

republican. While he has never sought office

for himself, he gives hearty support to the

party candidates who assume such responsi-

bilities when their activities assure him of

their sincerity. He is identified fraternally

with the Elks and socially with the Findlay

Country Club. With his family he belongs

to Trinity Episcopal Church. While not

boastful, Mr. Fleming is willing to attribute

some of his business advancement to the per-

severance, thrift and practicality that are in-

heritances from his sturdy Pennsylvania

Dutch ancestry.

Herm.\nn Laut is one of the old time citi-

zens of New Bremau, has had a very success-

ful career, and is one of the representative

citizens of his community.
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He was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, Septem-

ber 29, 1849, a son of Christian and Catherine

(Wiegers) Laut. Both parents were natives

of Germany, his father a native of Prussia

and his mother of Hanover. Christian Laut
was born in 1815, and died in 1863. He came
to Cincinnati when a young man and was
married in that city. His trade of blacksmith

he followed for a few years in Cincinnati, and
in 1856 removed to New Bremen. He after-

ward conducted a grocery and saloon business,

and was quite successful. Politically he was
a republican, and his church was the German
Lutheran. Of the ten children, five are now
living: Hermann; Henry J. C, in the saloon

business at New Bremen ; John, a cigar manu-
facturer at New Bremen; Sena, wife of Fred
Ende, a New Bremen jeweler; and Gottlieb,

a barber at Columbus, Ohio.

Hermann Laut attended the public schools

of New Bremen, where he has lived since he

was seven years of age. His first business

experience was in the grocery and saloon kept

by his father, and for forty-four years he

was a retail liquor man at New Bremen. Since

then he has conducted a billiard and lunch

room in association with his sons.

In 1870 he married Dorothy Purpus, who
was born in Germany, daughter of Louis Pur-

pus, who settled in New Bremen on coming
to the United States, and died there. In

Germany he followed the trade of brewer.

Mr. Purpus married Louise Kohn.
Mr. and Mrs. Laut had eleven children, and

eight are now living. Emil is in business

with his father at New Bremen. Robert is a

saloon man at Cincinnati. Frank H. is in the

business at New Bremen. Leona is the wife

of Daniel Headapohl, a farmer in Auglaize

County. Hulda is the wife of Ralph Heftner,

of Celina, Ohio. Esther is the wife of Charles

Moore, cashier of the First National Bank of

Paulding, Ohio. Louise is at home. Her-
mann, Jr.. is a graduate of the local schools

with the class of 1917.

The family are active members of the Ger-

man Lutheran Church. Mr. Laut is a mem-
ber of the Elks Lodge, is a democrat in

politics, has served as township trustee, town-
ship treasurer, member of the town council.

He is president of the Concordia Building
and Loan Association at New Bremen, and is

a director in the First National and First

City Bank.

Lewis C. Dodge. The growing of grapes is

an old industry, its history being traceable

as far back as human records go. In some
lands grape culture outdistances every other
occupation. It is not possible, however, to

produce acceptable commercial grapes on all

soils. One necessity is water, an abundance
of water, and this, with a proper c.ombination
of chemical soil constituents, make grape
growing in the i-slands off the Ohio coast, in

Lake Erie, exceedingly profitable. Ohio is not
very old in the industry, probably the first

successful attempts to grow wine grapes can
yet be recalled by the oldest citizens. At
Middle Bass, in season, the sweet wild fra-

grance of grapes fills the land and business is

at its height in the vineyards. A well known
and very successful grape grower here is

Lewis C. Dodge, who devotes his entire sixteen

acres to his vines.

Lewis C. Dodge was born April 15, 1852, in

Dane County, Wisconsin, not far from Madi-
son. His father was Nathan Dodge, who died
in 1869. In 1865 the Dodge family left Wis-
consin, spending that winter in Northern Illi-

nois, but in the following spring moved to

Ohio and on April 10, 1866, they reached Put-
in-Bay. After a residence of two years here,

Nathan Dodge bought land on East Point,

Middle Bass Island, where he went into the

business of growing grapes, but his death oc-

curi-ed before he had made much progress.

Lewis C. Dodge attended the Jliddle Bass
schools as opportunity oft'ered and assisted his

father in the vineyard and also went into the
fishing industry. After his father's death he
continued to work the vineyard for his mother
as long as she needed his services. After his

own marriage he bought his present property
at Middle Bass and now devotes his main at-

tention to grapes, cultivating such fine

Catawbas as to bring large prices in the mar-
ket. He followed fishing, during the season,

for about twenty years.

In 1877 Mr. Dodge was married to Miss
Angeline Girardin, of Leamington, Ontario,

and they had the following children: Nora,
who is the wife of Brayton C. Lambert, of St.

Louis, Missouri ; Nathan and Nellie, twins, the

former of whom died at Denver, Coloi'ado,

September 1, 1904, when aged twenty-one
years, and the latter of whom is the wife of

Hugo Wagner, who is a resident of Put-in-

Bay; Nina^P., who is the wife of B. H. Ritter,

of Toledo. Ohio; Harvey and Harold, twins,

the former of whom married and lives at De-
troit, Michigan, and the latter married and is

at home giving his father assistance: and
Edith L., who died at Cleveland, Ohio, June



1558 HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO

8, 1905, aged eighteen years. Mrs. Dodge died

at Put-in-Bay, Ohio, December 1, 1904..

In polities Mr. Dodge is a republican.

When but twenty-one yeai-s old he was elected

a member of the school board and served con-

tinuously for twenty years. He is identified

with the" Odd Fellows. Mr. Dodge and his son

are doing well with their vineyards and fur-

ther prosperity probably awaits this industry,

for thousands have learned that not only is

the grape a wholesome and grateful food, but

that it possesses medicinal properties that go

far to prolong life.

RiCHiUJD Jason Berry. For more than a

quarter of a century Richard Jason Berry has

been identified with the oil industry at Find-

lay, and during this time has become one of

the best known figures in the business in Ohio

and Indiana. When he fli-st came to this city,

in 1891, he associated himself with the Ohio

Oil Company, a concern with which he has

continued to be connected during his entire

career, and of which company he is now gen-

eral superintendent and director.

Mr. Berry was born at Oil City, Pennsyl-

vania, in 1873, and is a son of Jason and
Phoebe (Parker) Berry. His father came of

a family of Maine Yankees, while his mother's

family was of English stock, and at the outset

of his career Mr. Berry had the advantage of

good ancestry to aid him. His early education

was secured in the public schools of Oil City,

where he completed his high school course and
was gi-aduated, and in that same year, 1891,

.came to Findlay, Ohio. Upon his arrival, he

accepted a position in the 5ffiee of the Ohio

Oil Company, one of the largest oil producers

in the United States, and here through fidelity

and ability soon won promotion. By various

.stages he worked his way up through the ranks

until in 1910 he was made general superin-

tendent of the company, in charge of Ohio and
Indiana. Among his associates, Mr. Berry is

accounted a keen business man, thoroughly

conversant with the oil industry and alive to

its opportunities. He has various other busi-

ness interests, among which may be mentioned

the Electric Construction and Motor Com-
pany of Findlay, which has three stores, and
of which eoncera he is secretary. In political

matters he is a republican, but aside from feel-

ing a good citizen's interest in the election of

strong and honest men to office and the passage
of good laws, he takes little part in public af-

fairs. He is a member of the Findlay Country
Club, belongs also to the lot-al lodge of the

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and
is a thirty-second degree Mason and a member
of the Mystic Shrine. His friends in business

and social circles are numerous.
Mr. Berry was married in 1902 to Miss

Marie Dodge, daughter of Edward W. Dodge
of Columbus, Ohio. The greatest loss suffered

in Mr. Berry 's career was that of his only son,

Richard, a bright and promising lad of eight

years, who was accidentally killed.

IVIathias Burggraf. One of the most suc-

cessful vineyardists on Put-in-Bay Island is

Mathias Burggraf. Mr. Burggraf has been
identified with this industry since it was in-

troduced to the islands of this section and it

would be only putting into words a fair and
just judgment to state that the Burggraf vine-

yards are not excelled in general condition of

upkeep and productivity by any found on
these i.slands.

Mr. Burggraf represents one of the very
early families that settled in this section of

Ohio and a number of points of pioneer his-

tory can be suggested by reference to some of

tlie incidents of the family life here.

Mr. Burggi-af was born at Wolf-in-Water,
Baden, Germany, April 2, 1851. His parents
were Mathias and Mary Ann (Schmidt) Burg-
gi-af. The Grandfather Burggraf took too

prominent a part in the revolutionary uprising
of 1848 to make further living in Germany
comfortable and Mathias, Sr., determined to

seek a home in the New World. He arrived in

New York in 1849. He had come alone to

America, leaving behind his own property,

some property of his wife, and his wife and
children. He left this property under the

care of his brother. In the end it had to be

sold for only a small part of its real value.

Mrs. Burggi-af and her two children came to

America about 1854, and joined the father at

Sandusky. At Sandusky he was employed
for a time by General Lindsay, and tlien spent

three years working on Kelleys Island. It was
still in the decade of the '50s when the Burg-
graf family came to South Bass Island. There
Mathias, Sr., bought fifteen acres of land on

East Point. He cleared that up and followed

farming there until the cultivation of grapes

was introduced and he then developed it com-
pletely as a vineyard.

When the Burggraf family came to Soutli

Bass Island there were only three or four

permanent houses besides a number of log

shacks. The Biirggrafs themselves lived for

several years in a one-room log house with a
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dirt floor, and with all the simplest conven-

iences and equipment. The island at that

time was covered with native timber, and some
of the finest trees that ever gi-ew could be

found there. There were oak trees four feet

in diameter and also large giants of elm and
ash. This timber had to be cleared before any
regular cultivation of the soil could be at-

tempted. From the modern standpoint the

process of clearing involved a gigantic loss of

valuable wood and lumber. The convenience
of the timber to shipping facilities caused
large quantities of the better timber to be

rafted to Buffalo, where it was worked up as

ship timber, and large quantities of cordwood
were sold for fuel. However, much that re-

mained and which would be extremely valu-

able at the present time was heaped in great

piles and burned. Cordwood that cost from
50 to 60 cents to cut had to be sold at the

beaeh at only 75 cents the cord.

In the early days the island had only one
liorse. He was named Old Bill and he had
some peculiar habits that made him rather un-
reliable as a work horse. He was given to

frequent running away. Mathias Burggi'af,

Sr., introduced one of the very first yoke of

oxen on the island. For a year or so he worked
along at clearing and cultivating as best he
could, but had reached almost the limit of his

patience and strength and thouglit that he
could work no longer without a horse or ox.

He was unable to raise cash for buying any
of these work animals, but finally his wife told

him one day that she had a few pieces of gold
left from the store she had brought from Ger-
many, and tliis money was used in purchasing
a pair of oxen named Buck and Bright. All
the Burggraf children have interesting memo-
ries of these two patient work animals, and
they helped to plow and cultivate many acres

on the island in the early days.
Tlie Burggraf home was built on a round

knoll, which subsequently turned out to be an
Indian mound. When excavation was made
for a cellar a hiiman skeleton was found
buried in charcoal. Two giant trees, one an
oak fourteen or fifteen inches in diameter and
the other a cedar fully as large as any tree on
the island, were growing on the top of the
mound, and these trees were an evidence of

the antiquity of the burial mound. ]\Iathias,

Sr., followed grape gi-owing on the old home-
stead and spent the rest of his life there.

Since his death his son Henry has bought the

homestead.
The children of Mathias and ]Marv

(Schmidt) Burggraf were: Caroline, who
was born in Germany and is now Mrs. Fred
Bretz of Middle Bass Island; Mathias; Fred
W., who is living retired at Put-in-Bay ; ]\lary,

who died when fourteen years of age ; Henry,
a successful grape grower at the old homestead
at East Point of South Bass.

Mr. Mathias Burggi-af has spent practically

all his years since very eaiiy childhood on
these islands, and his early experience proved
of great value to him when he took up the

business of grape growing. He lives on East
Point, where he owns and has about fifteen

acres cultivated to grapes.

He married Miss Louise Slierer, daughter
of Jacob Sherer of Sandusky. They have a
son, George, who is in business for himself

as a grape grower at East Point, and George
by his marriage to Emma Schaffer has a son,

Mathias, born in 1908.

Mr. Biirggraf has always been interested in

local affairs, served twenty years on the school

board, and has taken a prominent part in the

local Episcopal Church, having served as

church treasurer for twenty years. In politics

he is a democrat.

MciliLLAN Taylor. Two vocations, bank-
ing and farming, have occupied the activities

of JlcMillan Taylor, of Genoa, since his en-

trance upon his career. In each direction he
has achieved a full and satisfying measure of

siiceess, being at this time the operator of 220
acres of excellent farming land located in

Clay Township, and also holding the position

of president of one of Ottawa County's strong

financial institutions, the Genoa Banking
Company. Mr. Taylor has been a lifelong

resident of this locality and is known as an
energetic and reliable citizen who has done
his full share in developing the community.
McMillan Taylor was born at Genoa, Ottawa

County, Ohio, December 12, 1868, and is a son

of Torbet Patterson and Dorcas M. (Wood)
Taylor. His father, a native of Pennsylvania,

came to Ohio in 1853 and settled on a farm in

Clay Township, Ottawa County, which he de-

veloped, and to which he added from time to

time until he accumulated 220 acres. On the

jiortheast corner of this farm the Village of

Genoa was established, this beginning as a

small hamlet and rapidly assuming large pro-

portions until it now is known as one of the

thriving and prosperous communities of this

part of the county. Mr. Taylor took an active

part in civic affairs, serving first as trustee of

the township, later becoming a member of the
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school board, then serving as corporation clerk,

and finally being elected the first mayor of

Genoa, a capacity in which, he served for sev-

eral terms during which Genoa experienced

rapid growth and progress. While he gave

the greater part of his attention to farming,

he was successful also in other lines of en-

deavor, and was the prime mover in the found-

ing of the Genoa Banking Company, of which

he served for seven years as president, a posi-

tion which he held at the time of his demise.

His death occurred in 1910, at the age of

eighty-three years, after a long, successful and
useful career, in which he won and retained

the respect and confidence of his fellow citi-

zens. Mrs. Taylor, a native of New York
State, still resides at the old home at Genoa.

After attending the public schools of Genoa,

McMillan Taylor pursued a course in the

Genoa Business College, and then returned to

the home farm, where he became associated

with his father in his activities. He has al-

ways been interested in farming, and now has

his 220-acre property under a high state of

cultivation, with improvements of a modern
character and large, handsome and substan-

tial buildings, one of the model country prop-

erties of Ottawa County. At the time of his

father's death, in 1910, J\Ir. Taylor succeeded

to the presidency of the Genoa Banking Com-
pany, the interests of which he has promoted
through careful, businesslike and conservative

operation. This institution, which is located

on a part of the old Taylor homestead, enjoys

a high reputation in banking circles and at-

tracts depositors from all over the county.

Like his father, Jlr. Taylor has shown an
active and helpful interest in civic and town-

ship affairs, and for two years has served as a

member of the board of trustees of Clay Town-
ship.

On July 7, 1887, Mr. Taylor was married

to Miss Ella May Green, who was born in

Michigan and reared at Genoa, Ohio, daughter

of George W. and Augustine (Cooper) Green.

George Washington Rhonehouse, M. D.,

who was born in the City of Sandusky, Ohio,

February 2, 1851, was gi-aduated in medicine

from the Cleveland Homeopathic College in

March. 1881. and a few weeks later he arrived

at Maumee, where now for more than thirty-

five yeai-s he has steadily practiced and has

enjoyed some of the most enviable distinctions

of the capable physician and surgeon.

His reputation extends all over this section

of Nortlnvcst Ohio, liesides his professional

ability he is known as a popular and genial

gentleman, and his public spirit has had mucli

to do with the improvement and advancement
of Maumee 'and locality during the past.

Doctor Rhonehouse is a member of the Ohio
State Homeopathic Medical Society, the

Northwestern Ohio Homeopathic Medical So-

ciety, and is one of the foremost representa-

tives of the homeopathic school in the state.

He is a son of Henry and Mary (Brown)
Rhonehouse. They have five children. Doctor
Rhonehouse being the second. Conrad A., the

oldest, was in the employ of the United States

Express Company at Sandusky for a number
of years. Anna is the wife of Edward Smith
of Youngstown, Ohio. John is in the boot and
shoe business at Cleveland. One of the chil-

dren died in infancy. Henry Rhonehouse,
who was born in Germany, received a very
thorough education in his native language.

On reaching manhood he became a traveling

salesman, and followed that occupation in Ger-
many for a number of years. Coming to the

United States, he lived for a time in New
York, but soon decided to seek a permanent
home in the West. At Sandu.sky he engaged
in the warehouse business, and had become
fairly well established when death took him
away at the age of thirty-six years. His wife,

though a native of the United States, was of

German ancestry, her parents having come
to America when they were young. Mrs.

Henry Rhonehouse died at her home in San-

dusky in 1864 at the age of forty.

Doctor Rhonehouse was four years of age

when his father died and about twelve when
he lost his mother. There being no relatives

of the family in this country, the children

gi-ew up in separate homes, and Doctor Rhone-
house spent a number of years on the farm of

E. B. Darling.

The successful attainments of his later

years have been almost entirely the product

of his own energies and ambitions. As a boy

he attended public school and later the high

school at Sandusky. He was about twenty

years of age when he fii-st took up the study

of medicine, in the office of Dr. Edward Dil-

lard, then a prominent physician at Sanduskj-.

He did not have the capital to pursue his

studies consecutively, and while reading med-

icine in the winter he supported himself by

clerking in a hotel during the summer months.

He finally was granted a license and for two

years practiced in Urbana, Ohio. In 1878 he

entered the Homeopathic College at Cleveland
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and completed his course and graduated in

March, 1881.

During his residence at INIaumee Doctor
Rhonehouse served ten years as member of the

board of education and twice during that

time was president of tlie board. He is affili-

ated with Northern Light Lodge No. 40, Free
and Accepted Masons, at Maumee, Port Miami
Chapter No. 194, Royal Arch Masons, and is

a member of the Toledo Automobile Club, the

Maumee Improvement Association, and is a

divei-tor in tlic State Savings Bank of jMaumee.

In jiolitics lie lias always been a republican.

in I'JUCt Doctor Rhoneliouse bought one of

the notable landmarks of old Maumee, the

Reuben Mitchell home. He acquired this

property from the heirs, and has since lived in

that place with all its interesting associations

with early days in Maumee. Doctor Rhone-
house was first married September 21, 1881, a

few months after he came to Maumee to take

up practice, to Miss Tamerzon Waite Lewis,

daughter of L. W. Lewis of Sandusky. On
other pages are given brief sketches of the

two sons of this marriage, Lovell B. and Dr.

William Lewis Rhonehouse. The mother of

the.se sons died at Maumee September 20,

1901, the day President .McKinley was buried.

In 1903 Doctor Rhonehouse married Miss

Plora B. Stanley, of Maumee, who died August
28. 1912. Por about six years before her mar-
riage she had been a matron of the Luea.s

County Children's Home. On July 1, 1914,

Doctor Rhonehouse married Miss Alice Strat-

ton, whose early home was at Andover, Ohio.

She also had been connected with the Lucas
County Children's Home at Maumee, having

been matron there for twelve years before her

marriage.

J. M. Day, M.'D. While Doctor Day has

long enjoyed the prestige of the thoroughly-

skillful and able physician at Waynestield,

his reputation is now widely extended all over

Auglaize County. He handles a general prac-

tice, attends his cases all over the country
around Waynesfield, and is regarded as spe-

cially expert in the handling of cases of tuber-

culosis. Doctor Day is a member of the Allen

County Medical Society, the Ohio State Med-
ical Society, the Xinthwestern Ohio Society,

the Northwestern Tri-State Medical Society

and the American Medical Association.

He was born near McConnellsville, Ohio,

November 7, 1875, a son of J. 0. and Joanna
(Taylor) Day. His grandparents. William
and Margaret (Beatty) Day, were born on

the line between Virginia and Pennsylvania,
and late in life they moved to Urbana, Ohio,

about 1870, and then retired to Oliver
Springs, Tennessee, where they lived until

death. William Day was a Baptist minister
and school teacher. The maternal grand-
parents were James Madison and Nancy J.

(Bell) Taylor. She died in Morgan County,
Ohio, while James M. Taylor is still living at

tlie extreme age of ninety-six. His father in

the early days hauled freight between Balti-

more and Marietta, Ohio. That was in the

days when no railroads crossed the Allegheny
I\Iountains and when all traffic was over the

Cumberland Road and its tributaries. Both
of Doctor Day's parents are still living. His
father was born at Pront Royal, Virginia, ra

1848, and his mother was born in Morgan
County, Ohio, in 1852. They were married
in Morgan County, and for a number of years
J. 0. Day was a traveling salesman and also

had a store of his own. He began life as a
teacher, was wi>ll educated and finally locating

at Marietta, < >lii(i, lie fi'aveled out of that city

for tweiity-niiM ycais. lie is a member of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, is a Knight
Templar and Scottish Rite Consistory Mason,
having taken his first degrees in that order
when a young man. He took his Scottish

Rite work in Cincinnati. He is now practi-

cally retired and he and his wife spend their

winters in the South.
Doctor Day acquired his early education in

j\Iarietta. In 1889 he entered the academy
there, from which he was graduated in 1893
and in 1897 he graduated B. A. from Marietta
College. Having made a definite choice of the

medical profession, he became a student in

Starling Medical College at Columbus, where
he completed the course in 1902. The sum-
mer of 1903 was* spent in further work at the

Chicago Post-Graduate School of Medicine.
Por two years Doctor Day practiced at

Lowell, Ohio, and in September, 1904, came to

Waynesfield. where he engaged in practice
with Doctor Turner. On the death of Doctor
Turner he succeeded to the entire practice
and for several years he has had all the busi-

ness he could attend to. Doctor Day ha.s

made a specialty in the treatment of tuber-
culosis and his success in that line has made
him well known all over the county.

In December. 1904, Doctor Day married
Mrs. Erna Geddes. Her one daughter, Helen
^I. Geddes. by her first marriage, is living at
home, and is a young woman of many talents.

She is a graduate of the Waynesfield High
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School, aud wliile there she was the editor of

the high sehool paper. She has shown great

proficiency in music as a violinist, having
taken special instruction at Lima, and plays

that instrument with skill and spirit. Doctor
and Mrs. Day have one child of their own,
Mary, now six years of age. The family are

members of the Methodist Protestant Church
and Doctor Day has filled all the chairs in his

Masonic Lodge and belongs to the Royal Arch
Chapter. Politically he is a republican, and
for a number of years has served as a county
committeeman.

Frank J. Warner has compressed a great

volume of substantial activity into his com-
paratively brief career, and is now enjoying
life retired from the heavy pressure of duties

in his home at Grelton in Henry County. He
was born in Sandusky County, Ohio, May 7,

1861, and would still be considered a man just

in the prime of his years.

He comes of old Pennsylvania stock. His
grandparents, Jacob and Catherine Warner,
were natives of that state, and in the early

days tlicy liocanie settlers in Sandusky County,
Ohio, wlicii that now populous region had very
few iiilialiitauts. They were substantial

farmers there and both died when they were
sixty years of age. They spent about ten

years in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, but then
returned to Sandusky County as their final

home.
Samuel Warner, father of Frank J., was

born in Sandusky County about 1830. He
grew up there, and married Sarah Henry,
who was also a native of the same county. Her
family were also Pennsylvania people and her
parents spent the rest of their days in San-
dusky County, where they were early farmer
settlers. Both the Warners' and the Henrys
were republicans in politics.

About the time Frank J. Warner was born
his father enlisted for service in the Civil war
in a hundred days' ofganization. After his

return home he took txp farming and some
years later removed to Perry Tow^lship in

Wood County, Ohio. Mr. Frank J. Warnpr
grew up in Wood County, and in 1890 moved
to Harrison Township of Henrj' County.
There he bought eighty acres of partly im-
proved land in section 25, and followed out a
very progressive and intensive plan of culti-

vation and improvement. He erected a nine-

room house, a barn 40 by 60 feet, and was snon
prospering. Later he bought and still owns
sixty acres in the same township and in the

same section. This is likewise improved with
good farm buildings, ilr. Warner has twelve
acres within the village limits of Grelton, and
his home there is an eight-room house aud,
though practically retired, he finds plenty to

occupy his attention in his town home and
estate. His parents came to Henry County in

1902, and lived in Napoleon until the death of

his father in 1908. Had his father lived to

the following August he would have celebrated
his seventieth birthday. The widowed mother
then returned to live with her maiden daugh-
ter, J\Iinnie, in Wood County, and is now
seventj'-five years of age. The Warners have
been active members of the Methodist Church,
and Samuel AVarner was a republican. For
ten years he tilled the office of trustee in Perry
Township of Wood County.

In Bloom Township of Wood County Frank
J. Warner married Miss Clara A. Apple. She
was born in that township August 18, 1864,

and was reared and educated there. Her
parents, William and Catherine (Meyers)
Apple, were born in Pennsylvania and were
early settlers in Wood County, locating on a

farm. Her father, Mr. Apple, died there at

the age of seventy-two and her mother is now
living at the age of seventy-seven. The Apples
were also ilethodists, but Mrs. Warner's
father was a democrat.

Mr. and Mrs. Warner have two children.

Walter, who occupies his father's homestead
in Harrison Township and is a very indus-

trious and successful farmer, first married
Miss Delia Jackson. She died as a I'esult of

the shock occasioned by the drowning of her
oldest child, Paul. She left a daughter,

Leota. Walter Warner married for his pres-

ent wife Miss Retta Skinner of Harrison
Township, and by that marriage there is a son,

.Raymond. Zola, the second child of Mr. and
Mrs. Warner, is the wife of Ralph Balmer,

who is connected with the Peruguine Oil Com-
pany at Gibsonhiirg in Sandusky County

;

they have a daughter, Jlarian. Mr. and Mrs.

Warner are both prominent people in Grelton,

and he is a charter member and has filled

some of tlie chairs in Lodge No. 239, Knights

of Pythias, in that village.

James K. Brown. A life of unusual activ-

ity and accomplishment was that of the late

James K. Brown, one of the sterling citizens

of Henry County, who died at his home on

Meekinson Street in Napoleon April 6, 1916.

lie was then past eighty-eight years of age.

From the age of twelve he had been self-sup-
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porting, and for fully three-quarters of a cen-

tury had lived in Henry County. Beginning

only with such capital as his boyhood strength

could earn he pursued a course of constant

industry for many years, and accumulated a

modest fortune. At the same time he grew in

strength of character, in the ability to do good

to others, and gained a reputation not only for

liis work but also for the possession of wisdom
in a high degree.

He was born in Perry County, Ohio, Decem-
ber 8, 1827, a son of David and Mary (Kreger)

Brown. His parents were Pennsylvanians by
birth, but came as early settlers to Ohio and
were married in Muskingum County. They
lived on a farm in that county and also in

Morgan County and subsequently moved to

Morrow County, where the mother died when
James K. was nine years of age, and two years

later David Brown, who in the meantime had
moved to Iowa, also passed away. They were
people of steady habits and David Brown
spent a number of years as a teacher.

From the age of ten James K. Brown was
dependent upon his own resources. By the

time "lie was twelve years of age he was man-
aging a farm, and sold his crop at the very

low prices then prevailing for farm produce.

In 1839 he came to Henry County and with a

cash capital of $25 purchased forty acres of

wild land near Holgate, and in the meantime
worked for others and earned another $25.

With this he bought a tract of forty acres ad-

joining his first purchase and subsequently

sold that and bought a mill in the Village of

Florida. He was a ^successful miller there

for one year, and then located on land in Har-

rison Township, where he began to make real

progress toward success. In time he acquired

and developed an estate of 340 acres, some of

the finest land in that section of Henry
County, and his son is a grower of all the

staple crops and also of sugar beets. On his

farm he erected a very commodious and at-

tractive twelve-room house, surrounded with

stock and grain barns and other buildings. He
was one of the leading stock raisers for many
years, and was peculiarly successful in the

handling of all kinds of livestock, sheep,

cattle, horses and hogs. He became one of the

well known men of the county, was very active

as a ]\Iethodist and politically was a repub-

lican.

All this he accomplished w^ith the handicap

of an educational deficiency which was more
than made up for bv a training in the classical

virtues of thrift, industry and honesty. He

w^as a hard worker and up till the time he was
nearly eighty years of age gave active at-

tendance to his crops and until the last year
of his life worked his own garden. When he

was very old he was thrown from his buggy
and suffered an injury which materially lim-

ited his activities and contributed to his death.

For a few years he lived retired in Napoleon,
having erected a substantial nine-room house

lOn Meekinson Sti'eet, where he died and where
Mrs. Brown still resides.

In 1848 Mr. Brown married for his first

wife Deborah Johns. She was born in Mor-
row County. Ohio, in 1824, and died in 1861.

Her children were Mary E., who died unmar-
ried ; Wilson, who lives in Napoleon and by
his marriage to Jessie Randall has two chil-

dren, Nettie and Ottie; Daniel J., who was
born in 1852, died in 1873 ; James Albert now
occupies the old homestead farm and by his

marriage to Lavina Bales has children named
Bessie, Ralph, Vernol, Alonzo and Eva;
George W. went out with the Sixty-eighth

Ohio Infantry for service in the Civil war
and as a result of illness died. at Nashville in

1865, being at that time unmarried; Millie is

the wife of David Huffer of Liberty Township,
and her son, Arthur, is married and has six

children.

In 1866 Mr. Brown married Rebecca j\Ic-

Corraick, widow of a soldier. She died in

1880, leaving no children.

Tlie present Mrs. Brown, who occupies the

old home in Napoleon, was before marriage
Pauline Baker. She married Mr. Brown
:\Iarch 26, 1896. She was bom in Huron
County, Ohio, in Clarksfield Township, July 1,

1838. She was reared and educated there and
is a daughter of Benjamin and Nancy
(Hackett) Baker. Her father was born in

1805 and her mother in 1810, both in Otsego

County, New York. After their marriage

there they moved to Ohio, lived in different

localities, and her father died at ^McConnells-

ville in Morgan County, some months before

Mrs. Brown was born. The latter 's mother
subsequently moved to Huron County. Mrs.

Brown was married in 1856 to Robert Lester.

Mr. Lester answered two calls for patriotic

service in the time of the Rebellion. He was
first in the hundred days' service, in the Sixty-

fourth Ohio Regiment, and then was with the

One Hundred and Sixty-sixth Ohio Regiment
and saw much hard fighting. He was wounded
between the battles of Franklin, Tennessee,

and also at Spring Hill, and died soon after-

wards in 1865 at Louisville. Kentucky, never
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having reached home. Mrs. Brown by her
first marriage had the following children:

Marshall Lester, who died leaving a daughter,
Millie, now the wife of Christ Able and the

mother of tliree children; Mary G., who died
in childhood ; Sherman C. Lester, who is mar-
ried and lives in Toledo, having seven chil-

dren ; Nancy, born June 23, 1863, died Decem-
ber 5, 1891, and by her marriage to Henry R.
Pelton had three children, Ethel I\I., Maggie
and Fred. Of the Pelton children, Ethel, who
was born in Fulton County, Ohio, educated
herself as a trained nurse and is now living

with her grandmother, Mrs. Brown. Maggie
Pelton married William E. Gerst and lives in

Toledo, and her bi'other, Fred, lives at Delta.

Henry R. Pelton, after the death of his first

wife, married again and is now living at Delta,
Ohio, and has a family of four sons and four
daughters.

Boston Gilson. In the course of a long
life Boston Gilson has had many interesting
associations with Henry County. He is a
native of Northwest Ohio, and has lived in

Henrj^ County over three score and ten years.

It was the home of his youth and mature man-
hood, and from it he went forth to bravely
battle for his country when the Union was in
danger during the dark days of the '60s. He
has made his career one of usefulness and real
service in every responsibility to which he
has been called.

Mr. Gilson is now living retired at 636 West
Clinton Street in Napoleon. He came from
his farm to this city in March, 1912. He was
born in Holmes County, Ohio, July 30, 1841,
and is of old New York State .stock. His
grandfather William Gilson came out of New
York State and became a pioneer in Wayne
County, Ohio, where he improved a farm, and
where he died February 17, 1839. His wife
also died there, and was in advanced years.
These were pioneers in every sense of the
word. They not only came to new land and
helped to develop it, but they brought with
them the substantial virtues of thrift, energy,
a high sense of honor and contributed in many
ways to the upbuilding of the .state.

The parents of Boston Gilson were Richard
and Sophia (Cline) Gilson. Richard Gil-
son was born in Wayne County, Ohio, Feb-
ruary 28. 1809. On November 1, 1832, he
was married in that county to Sophia Cline.
She was born at New Philadelphia, Ohio,
December 1, 1813. These dates indicate
very well the early establishment of these

families in Ohio. They came more than
a century ago when Ohio was still a very
new state and when practically all the
northern half was an unbroken wilderness.

Sophia Cline was the daughter of Thomas
Cline. who as a pioneer improved a farm at

New Philadelphia and died there when quite
old. Richard Gilson and wife after their mar-
v'lu'^c bc,L;:in farming in Holmes County, and
while li\iiiL' there six children were born to

tiicm : William, horn in July, 1833; Thomas,
born March 17. 183.5; David, born May 2,

1837 ; James, born June 10, 1839, and died at

the age of thirteen months ; Boston, born July
30, 1841 ; Reese, born July 29, 1844.

In September, 1844, a few weeks after the
bii'th of the last named child, the parents made
the removal to Henry County. Henry County
was then just being developed. They made
the .iourney by way of teams to Maumee and
thence came up the canal and River Road.
Napoleon when they arrived was a village of

a few log cabins, and from there they followed
a trail to the government land Richard Gilson
secured in section 9 of Napoleon Township.
The familv lived in their wagons until tfie log
cabin home could be built. The first home of

the Gilsons in Henry County was one of prim-
itive comforts and construction. It had a
puncheon floor, the door was hung on wooden
hinges, tlie roof was covered with clapboards
held down by heavy weight poles, and at one
end of the cabin rose a mud and stick chimney
with a large fireplace. Such a home seventy
.years ago did not betoken poverty or shiftless-

ness. In fact practically all the sterling

pioneer families lived in similar accommoda-
tions. Theirs was a plain and frugal diet. The
wild game which abounded in the woods and
on the prairies supplied practically all the

meat consumed, ancl bread was made from the

coarse grist of the local mills. The fare such
as it was was plentiful, and doubtless there

was as little hunger in that section of North-
western Ohio as can be found in the more pre-

tentious modern times. The old log cabin soon
gave way and was replaced by a hewed log

house. That was a rather pretentious dwell-

ing, but it again in turn was supplanted by a
substantial frame house. The log barn was
also followed by a good bank barn. That barn
is still standing. It was built in 1861 on a
foundation 35 by 60 feet, though some improve-
ments have since been made by Boston Gilson,

who still owns the old eighty acre homestead.
This is one of the homes that show the con-

tinuous improvement and labor of a single
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family for over three score years. The soil

is still productive and fertile and it is one of

the best of Henry County homesteads.
In this locality Richard Gilson and his good

wife spent many years of hard work, assisted

by their grciwim;- rhildren. Richard Gilson

died there Scptciul.ci' Id, 1870. After that his

widow contimii'd (o reside in the home until

her death on January 19, 1888, at the age of

seventy-four.

After the death of his parents Mr. Boston
Gilson bought out the interests of the other

heirs and now owns this fine old home which
he helped to develop from wilderness condi-

tions. After the parents came to Henry
County the following children were born on
the old farm : ilary, born April 10, 1846, and.

died in infancy; Sophia, who was born Sep-
tember 28, 1848, and died in October, 1875;
Eliza, born October 8, 1850, and died in 1864

;

Frank, born November 27, 1862, and now
living retired in Wauseon; Elmer, bora
September 4, 1854, a carpenter living on
Scott Street in Napoleon and the father of

a family. Of those born in Holmes County
the only two now living are Boston and his

brotlier Reese, the latter a retired farmer in

St. John's, llichigan.

Boston Gilson grew up on the old homestead,
and after purchasing it he supplied many
improvements and converted it into a splendid

home before he retired and removed to

Napoleon.
He had just about reached the age of man-

hood when the war broke out. On November
10, 1862, he enlisted in Company G of the

One Hundred and Twenty-fourth Ohio Volun-
teer Infantry. For nearly three years he was
in active service and finally I'eceived his hon-

orable discharge July 18, 1865. The One
Hundred and Twenty-fourth Ohio was raised

and organized at Cleveland, two companies
being secured from Napoleon and vicinity.

Mr. Gilson "s captain was Captain Powell, and
his colonel 0. H. Payne, both of Cleveland.

The regiment was in the Army of the Cumber-
land, being in the pioneer corps, in the Second
Brigade, Third Division and Fourth Army
Corps. Mr. Gilson was a brave and gallant

soldier. He was with his regimeiit in every

battle and skirmish and only once received

a slight wound. He took part in those

campaigns by which the states of Tennessee,

Kentucky and Northern Georgia were cleared

of the Confederacy. He participated in some
fifteen or twenty battles. He was at Chicka-

mauga, Lookout Mountain and Missionary'

Ridge, was in the Atlanta campaign which
was a scene of almost continuous fighting for
several months, and then accompanied General
Thomas back to Tennessee and the campaign
which terminated with the complete defeat of

Hood in the battles of Franklin and Nash-
ville. Mr. Gilson was one of those selected to

float down the river from Chattanooga to

Brown's Ferry in open boats one dark night
and complete a pontoon bridge for a passage
of the Union troops. For six hours in these

boats they were exposed to the rebel sentries

along the banks but remained undiscovered
and accomplished the purpose for which they
were sent. Mr. Gilson has always been a pop-
ular member of the Grand Army of the Repub-
lic, and is now serving as inner guard of Post
No. 66.

On October 17, 1876, in Monroe, Michigan,
]\Ir. Gilson married I\Iaria Rhodes. She was
born in Stark County, Ohio, March 22, 1860,

a daughter of David .iiid .Mai'uaret (Withrow)
Rhodes. Her fatlni- was liorn in Pennsylvania
and her mother in Stark County and they
were married in the latter locality. They died

in the prime of life when their only child,

Mrs. Gilson, was quite young. Mrs. Gilson

was reared by her maternal grandparents
George and Catherine (Davis) Withrow, who
came to Napoleon in Henry County in 1865,

locating on a farm in Napoleon Township.
George Withrow died here at the age of eighty-

one and his wife at the age of seventy-five.

Mrs. Gilson was reared in the faith of the

Christian Church and is still an active mem-
ber. Mr. Gilson is a democrat in politics.

To the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Gilson

were born the following children : Sophia,

born January 12, 1877, is now a clerk in a

store at Napoleon. Charles D., born May 8,

1879, died ]May 26, 1905, leaving a son Frank
C. by his marriage to Laura Harmon. Albert

A. was born August 9, 1881, and died August
19, 1901, unmarried. Nellie, born November 4,

1883, marrie<l foi- lier first husband William H.
Travers, wIki dii'd Uaving Virgil, who was
born and died in PHi2. and David 0., who is

now thirteen years of age ; Nellie married for

her second husband Frank Fisher, and they

live in Napoleon and have a daughter Elsie M.,

born June 11. 1907. Cora B., born November
22, 1886, is the wife of Charles Felton of

Napoleon, and their children are Edward D.,

now five years of age, and Kenneth, who died

in infancy, Elsie, born February 1, 1890, is

the wife of Henry Sonneberg, a farmer in

Napoleon Township, and to their marriage was
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born a son Donald. Pearl, born July 4, 1891,

is still living at home with her parents.

Blanche L., born March 19, 1893, is the wife of

Tracy Lowrv, and has a son Raymond G., born
in 1912. Ethel C, born October 2, 1896, is a
graduate of the Napoleon High School and is

a successful and popular teacher. Laura E.,

born August 19, 1898, is the wife of Cleuient

Siiydam, living on a farm in Napoleon Town-
ship. Mr. and Mrs. Gilson and nearly all

their family are active members of the Metho-
dist Church. Politically he is a democrat.
For seven years he served as township trustee,

for a long time was a director of his local

school district, and he was one of the directors

of the County Infirmary, of Henry County.

Herman Gerken. The distinctive success

which this well known citizen of Napoleon,
Henry County, has achieved represents the
direct result of his own ability, ambition and
determined efforts, which have brought to

him secure place as one of the progressive
and influential business men of this thriving
little city, where he controls a substantial and
important enterprise as a contractor in varied
lines of cement work.
Mr. Gerken was born in Adams Township,

Defiance County, Ohio, on the 20th of July,

1870. and takes justifiable pride in his sterling

German lineage. He is a son of Henry and
Mary (Vorwerk) Gerken, both of whom were
born in Baden, Germany, as members of fine

old Lutheran families of that section of the

great Teutonic Empire. They were reared

and educated in their native land and soon

after their marriage they manifested their

ambition and self-reliance by coming to the

United States, where they felt assured of bet-

ter opportunities of winning for themselves

independence and prosperity. They voyaged
from the port of Bremen to that of New York
City on a sailing vessel, and eight weeks
elapsed ere the latter port witnessed their ar-

rival. "Within a short time they continued

their .iourney to Henrv County. Ohio, and
established their home on a farm in Napoleon
Township. While giving his close attention

to the reclaiming and improvement of his land
Mr. Gerken found also profitable employment
at his trade, that of carpenter, and thus was
able to fortify himself more fully for the

gaining of success of substantial order. To
his original purchase, of forty acres, he later

added a tract of sixty-six acres, and after im-
proving this property he finally sold the same
to advantage and removed to Defiance County,

where he bought a farm of 120 acres, in section

18, Adams Township. This place he de-
veloped into one of the fine farms of that
county, and there he passed the remainder
of his life as an energetic and prosperous agri-
ciilturist and stock-grower and as a citizen
who commanded unqualified popular esteem.
His first wife, mother of the subject of this

review, died in 1878, when comparatively a
young woman, and later he wedded Mrs. Mary
(Went) Yoths, who was born in the Kingdom
of Hanover, Germany, where was solemnized
her marriage to Henry Went, with whom she
came to America and established a home in
Defiance County, Ohio, where her first hus-
band died, leaving her with a family of one
.son and four daughters. By her second mar-
riage Mrs. Gerken became the mother of two
daughters, both of whom are now married
and .still residents of Defiance County. To
"Henry and ]Mary (Vorwerk) Gerken were
born eight children, all of whom are living

except one and all of whom are married ex-

cept the eldest, Herman, of this review, hav-
ing been the third in order of birth. Henrv
Gerken died in the fall of 1912, at the age of

seventy-nine years, four months and three

da^-s, and his widow still resides in Defiance
County.
Under the invigorating influences and dis-

cipline of the old homestead farm Herman
Gerken was reared to adult age, and in the

meanwhile he profited duly from the advan-
tages afforded in the public schools of his na-

tive township. He continued to be associated

with the work of his father's farm until he
had attained to the age of twenty-two years,

when he turned his attention to learning the

carpenter's trade. He became a skilled wo7-k-

man and for a number of years followed the

work of his trade as a journeyman. He then

became a contractor in the line of his trade,

but after doing a successful business for a

period of two years he met with an accident

that so injured his arm as to make it impos-

sible for him to do further active work as a

carpenter. Under these conditions he wisely

consulted ways and means and finally engaged
in business as a cement contractor. In this

field he has found ample scope and oppor-

tunity for effective enterprise and he contin-

ued his activities in his native county until

1902, when he established his residence at

Napoleon, where he now controls a prosper-

ous business. He has laid a large amount of

cement sidewalk in this thriving little city,

besides having done much other contract work
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in cement construction, especially in building
cisterns of the most approved and modern
type. Soon after locating at Napoleon he
purchased his present attractive residence
property, upon which he has made many
improvements, including the erection of "a

barn that is 184 by 30 feet in dimensions. He
is a progressive business man and public-spir-

ited citizen, always ready to do his part in
the support of measures and enterprises pro-
jected for the general good of the community.
In politics he maintains an independent atti-

tude, and both he and his wife are zealous
communicants of the Lutheran Church, in the
faith of which they were reared.

In Napoleon Township, Henry County,
December 13, 1898, recorded the marriage
of Mr. Gerken to Miss Julia Classman, who
was born in Lippe, Germany, on the 4th of
February, 1878. a daughter of Otto and :Min-

nie (Snyder) Classman, who came to America
and established their home in Napoleon Town-
ship when their two daughters, Julia and
Minnie, were children, the father having pre-
ceded his family to America by about four
years and having thus been able to prepare
a home in advance. He and his wife still re-

side on their little homestead farm of fourteen
acres, and are highly esteemed citizens of

Napoleon Township, both being members of
the Lutheran Church and Mr. Classman
being a democrat in polities. The children of

Mr. and Mrs. Gerken are: Helen, Fred, Hed-
wig, Emma, Carl, Hildegard, and Hermina,
and in 1916 the two oldest children are stu-

dents in the Napoleon High School.

Hon. John Hamilton Lowry. "When a
homestead remains in the possession of a sin-

gle family through four generations, a period
of nearly ninety years, it indicates unusual
vitality and other solid qvialities of perma-
nence in the people who have been its owners
and possessors. There is such an old home-
stead in Henry County. It is known as

"Locust Lodge." It is the old home of the

Lowry family, now owned by Hon. John Ham-
ilton Lowry. It is situated in section 9 of

Flatrock Township on the south bank of the

Maumee River, and on an elevation that com-

mands a wonderful prospect of the beautiful

valley. The Lowry family has been promi-

nent in many ways in connection with the

pioneer and later history of this section of

Ohio, and aroiind this old home center the

finest associations and most cherished memories
of all the present living generation. Around

the stately house are a number of tall locust
trees which were planted by the first comers,
and those trees give name and especial distinc-

tion to this home among others along the south
bank of the river.

A somewhat detailed account of the Lowry
family since it came to America from Scotland
will be found on other pages in connection with
the sketch of the late Joseph McKinley Lowry.
Hon. John Hamilton Lowry is a son of Joseph
M. Lowry, and is a great-great-grandson of
the George Lowry who came to America prior
to the Revolutionary war and established his

home in old Pennsylvania. The full account
of his settlement here, his marriage to a
planter's daughter. Jane Rippy, and their lo-

cating in Ohio in pioneer times is found in the
sketch already referred to.

The Lowry family was established in Henry
County by John Lowry, grandfather of Hon.
John Hamilton Lowry. John married Elea-
nor ilcKinley. who was of the same family as
the late President McKinley. In October,
1828, John Lowry came to Henry County to

take charge of his father's land along the
Maumee River. He and his brother George
worked together in developing these lands,

and John died at a comparatively early age
in 1848. It was the farm developed by this

pioneer, John Lowry, that is now the home of
Mr. John Hamilton Lowry.
John Hamilton Lowiw, who was the oldest

in a family of two sons and two daughters,
was born on the old homestead October 16,

1857. Both his father and grandfather had
lived on this place and his father was born
there. As he grew to manhood he received
the best advantages of the schools of that day,
and for almost forty years has given bis chief

business attention to the management of the

fine farm. It was his character as a citizen

and his success as a progressive farmer that

brought him wider notice and influence and
took him into the Legislature.

Mr. Lowry was first elected to the Legisla-

ture as a member of the session of 1909-10.

He was elected on the democratic ticket. He
was re-elected throp diffoT'ont times, his last

term being in 191:^-14. During part of his

service he was elected speaker pro tem of the

house.

His work in the Legislature was made espe-

cially noteworthy by his prominence in behalf

of educational institutions and he was known
as the father of school legislation during his

term. It was ^Ir. Lowry who secured the pas-

sage of a bill for establishing normal schools
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at Bowling Green in Wood County and an-
other at Kent in Portage County. Both these
schools have been founded and are among the
vigorous and flourishing institutions of the
kind in the state. The main building of the
normal school at Kent has been named Lowr.y
Hall as a special tribute to Mr. Lowry's pains-
taking work in connection with the establish-

ment of the school. A number of state organ-
izations have sent him letters of commenda-
tion for his splendid work in behalf of the
schools and other institutions. "While in the
Legislature he was voted an honorary mem-
ber of the State Teachers Federation, which
has an active membership of 6,000. He was
a strong factor in starting the rural sur-

vey of the rural schools of the State of Ohio.
This bill was passed in session of 1914. He
counts among his personal friends a large
number of the leading educators of Ohio. In
his home community in Flatrock Township
Mr. Lowry has also been called to serve as a

member of the school board and as township
clerk.

The care and management of the old home-
stead has fallen into good hands, since Mr.
Lowry is an appreciative student of the past
and a careful preserver of family and local

traditions. His favorite easy chair at home is

one that his grandfather brought to Henry
County from Warren County. Another inter-

esting article of the house furnishing is an
old Seth Thomas clock, which was also brought
when the family moved from Warren to Henry
County.

ilr. Lowry married for his first wife iliss

Augusta Gunn, a daughter of Elliot and Eliza
(Cover) Gunn, who were pioneer settlers of
Henry County. Mrs. Lowry died at the old
home in 1893, when in the prime of life at the
age of thirty-five. The children of that union
are: Jennie, who was born May 11, 1884, and
is the wife of Dr. J. R. Bolls of Holgate,
Ohio; Joseph Elliot, born August 29, 1886,
is a resident of Florida Village and by his
marriage to Lola ]\Iiller' has a son Wendell

;

Helen, born ^May 4, 1889, was a teacher before
her marriage to Neal ^Mootz of Holgate, and
she now has a daughter Virginia : Georgia,
born July 4, 1892, was well educated and is

the wife of Lloyd Baughman, of Florida Vil-
lage.

In Athens County, Ohio, in 1899, ilr.

Lowrv' married for his present wife Miss Ros-
amond Light. She was born in Athens County
and was reared and educated there and for
ten years was a successful teacher in that

locality. Her grandfather, John Light, who
was born in Shenandoah Valley, Virginia,
came from Virginia in the early days to Ath-
ens County and was one of the early millers
of that section. He died there at tlie age of
.sixty-three. He married Jane Fulton of Ohio,
and she died in Athens County at the age of
seventy-two. The Light family were active
members of the Presbyterian Church. Wil-
liam Light, father of Mrs. Lowry, was born
in Athens County in 1839, and was also

trained to the vocation of miller. He was
married in Athens County to Matilda Brey-
fogle, a native of Pennsylvania, though her
early life was spent principally in Athens
County, Ohio. William Light and wife are
now living at Guysville in Athens County,
their home being located on the Hocking River.
For a long time he owned and operated the
old mill near his present home. William Light
is now seventy-seven years of age and his wife
somewhat younger. He was a soldier of the

Union army, being in the Third Ohio Infantry
and was in service throughout the war. He
had one narrow escape, being shot through the

left breast at Murphysboro, and one of his

brothers, Charles, who was a color bearer, died

at Bacon Creek, Kentucky, and James and
David, were killed in battle of Miirphysboro.
His brothers, David and James, were lost on
the field of battle and were never brought
home for burial.

'Sir. and Mrs. Lowry are the parents of one
son, Richard Light Lowry, born November
4, 1902. and now in the eighth grade of the

public schools. The family are membei-s of

the Presbyterian Church.

Thomas Reed Dunlap. ]\Iuch of the busi-

ness enterprise of the Town of Alger in Har-
din Coiuity is supplied by Thomas Reed
Dunlap, well known banker, grain dealer, and
farmer. It has always been his ambition,

while acrjuiring a success for himself, to serve

the public well and efficiently and he has done
much in that direction both through his busi-

ness and through his interests in local affairs.

He wa.s born in Marion Township of Hardin
County, Ohio, Aiigust 6. 1875, a son of James
R. and Viola Belle (Roberts) Dunlap. His
father was a farmer and moved to Hardin
County in 1847. For two terms, six,years, he
served as a county commissioner, held a num-
ber of minor offices, and Governor McKinley
during his administration appointed him a

state highway commi.ssioner.

Thomas R. Dunlap gained his education in
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the local schools, and also attended the Ohio
Northern University at Ada. For more than
ten years his career has been a factor in the

life and commercial activities of the Town of

Alger. Under the name T. Reed Dunlap he
conducts a grain elevator and is the chief

merchant in that locality, dealing in hay,
grain, onions and potatoes. He also has an
elevator at McGutfey. His interests are not
eontined to the town since he owns 200 acres

of farming land, and each year raises about
100 acres of onions.

He is also a banker, being a director of the

First National Bank of Ada and president of
the Alger Savings Bank. The latter bank was
organized October 2.3, 1906, with a capital of

$25,000. Its fir.st officers were : Alexander
Carman, president ; E. G. Harriman, vice

pre.sident ; and il. D. McCoubrey, cashier. In
1917 the president was T. Reed Dunlap, the
vice president Allen Edwards, and the cashier

Fred Ankerman. The capital is still .$25,000,

but surplus and undivided profits? amount to

$11,000 and deposits aggregate $120,000. The
bank occupies a substantial one-story pressed
brick building 22 by 65 feet.

Mr. Dunlap served as a director of the
village schools of Alger from the organization
of the board in 1905 until 1914. He is treas-

urer of Marion Township, and fraternally is

affiliated with the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks and the Masonic Lodge. On
December 1. 1903, he married Vaud Randall.
Tliey have one daughter, Mary Randall.

RuNDLE Palmer spent the best years of his
life in Henry County. He was a useful mem-
ber of his community and his years contained
many interests and activities. What he did.

useful though it was, was not more important
than the manner of his life and the fulfillment

of his ideals and purposes.
He was born in Huron County near Fitch-

ville October 14, 1844. Nearly seventy years
later his death occurred at his home, 312 East
Clinton Street, in Napoleon May 24, 1914. His
parents were Isaac and Samantha (Palmer)
Palmer, of the same name but not related.

Both were born in the Ea.st and were married
in Huron County. A short time after the

birth of their son Rundle they located on a

wild farm in the northwest quarter of section

16 of Harrison Town.ship in Henry County.
Thus the Palmer family has been identified

with this section of Northwest Ohio for fully

three-quarters of a century. The parents

improved a farm of 160 acres in Harrison

Township, and among other features they put
out one of the early orchards. The old home
at that time as now was located well back from
the main road, and it is one of the landmarks
betraying the well ordered industry of the
family and the silent accomplishment of
many years. At that home Samantha Palmer
died at the age of twenty-nine. She was sur-
vived by two children, Rundle and Julia.
Julia is now the wife of Frank B. Bonawell,
a wholesale hardware merchant at Kansas
City, Missouri. Mr. and Mrs. Bonawell have
three daughters, all of whom are married but
none of whom have children. Isaac Palmer
married a second wife and late in life moved
to Huron County, where he died when quite
old. His widow subsequently lived with her
daughter Samantha. Samantha was a very-

well known artist, and one of her paintings is

now hanging in the White House at Wash-
ington. Samantha married Mortimer Zigg
and now lives in Nebraska. Her mother died
in Huron County.
Rundle Palmer grew up on the old farm in

Harrison Township, and received his educa-
tion there in the country schools and also in
Chicago, Illinois. After the death of his

mother and his father's second marriage, the
home was not very congenial, since his step-

mother exercised a rigid restraint upon all

his activities. Thus at the age of seventeen
he quite eagerly accepted the opportunity to

go to the front and fight his country 's battles.

He eillisted in Company F of the Sixty-eighth
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and was with that
regiment in all its campaigns for nearly three
years. He was once slightly wounded by the

bursting of a shell. While in the army he
exercised a great deal of thrift and sent prac-

tically all his earnings back to his father, who
invested it in eighty acres of land. After
coming home from the army Rundle Palmer
paid out the balance due on this land, and
began its improvement as a substantial home.
He erected a large two-story twelve room brick

house, and in every detail of its construction

this home showed his handiwork. He burnt
the brick on his own farm, and he also made
many thousands of tile for the draining of his

land. In a few years he had purchased an
ad.joining eighty acres on the east, and im-

proved that thoroughly. With the passing

years he acquired a position as one of the

substantial men of Henry County, and in 1901
he and his wife retired from the farm and
entered their new home on East Clinton Street

in Napoleon, where Mrs. Palmer now lives.
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The late Mr. Palmer was a republican. A
man of substantial character and of excellent

judgment, he was widely known and re-

spected, and all that he had was the result of

hard work and honorable dealings.

In 1874 in Wood County, Ohio, he mar-

ried Miss Lottie Reed. Mrs. Palmer was boi-n

near Tiffin in Seneca County, Ohio, Decem-

ber 27, 1849, and was taken to Wood County

at the age of five years by her parents, John
and Henrietta (Reiter) Reed. Her father

was born in Pickaway County, Ohio, of

Scotch-Irish stock, and her mother in Penn-

sylvania, of Germany ancestry in the pater-

nal line and English on her mother's side.

John Reed and wife lived on a farm in Mont-

gomery Township of Wood County until he

was elected on the republican ticket to the

office of probate judge. He then moved to

Bowling Green, where he filled out two terms

as probate judge, declining a re-election. He
continued to reside in Bowling Green, super-

intending his farm interests from that point,

and died there May 5, 1899, at the age of six-

ty-six. Judge Reed was a prominent char-

acter in Wood County. In the early days he

had done raucli to assist the pioneer farmers

and new comers to that county, and his indi-

vidual success was only part of the large

amount of good he accomplished. His widow
survived him four years, passing away Novem-

ber 27, 1903. She "was a member of the Chris-

tian Church, while he was a Methodist._ Mrs.

Palmer is the second of three living children.

Her brother. Rev. Frank M. Reed, now seven-

ty-one years of age. lives in California, is a

superannuated minister of the Christian

Church, and has one son Ray. Addie Reed

is still unmarried and lives part of the time

in Bowling Green and part of the time at

Napoleon.
Mrs. Palmer has two children. Alva S. is

forty years of age, was born and reared on the

old Palmer farm in Harrison Township, and

by his marriage to Goldie Snyder has a son,

Sumner Rundle Palmer. Nellie D. is the wife

of Glenn Jennings, a successful farmer of Har-

rison Township, and they have a son, Mar-

cus Palmer Jennings.

RiCH.\RD Nelson is now serving his first

term as a member of the board of commission-

ers of Henr^' County in the first exclusive

republican board of commis-sioners that county

has ever had. j\Ir. Nelson's home is in Harri-

son Township of Henry County. He laid the

foundation of his success as a farmer in Illi-

nois, but a few years ago moved to Henry
County and has since acquired some very
extensive holdings in the fine farming sec-

tion of that locality. He is a practical busi-

ness man and is much esteemed for his excel-

lent judgment on all the issues and problems
connected with farm and community affairs.

About forty-five years ago he came a poor
boy from the old country to America, and has
accomplished his splendid success entirely

through his own exertions. He was born Octo-

ber 22, 1852, in Schleswig-Holstein, then a
province in Denmark but now a part of the

German Empire. He is of Scandinavian
aucestrj'. His father, Martin Nelson, or Niel-

sen as the name was spelled in the old coun-

try, married Catherine Maria Frodden. She
was born in Oeyenum Island Fohr, Sehleswig,

and grew up there. Martin Nelson a short

time after his marriage, and when his only

son, Richard, was twenty-two weeks of age,

took passage on a sailing vessel bound for Aus-
tralia, where he went to seek his fortunes in

the gold mines. While working in the mines
he was accidentally killed, and was then in

the prime of life. Mr. Richard Nelson was
four years of age when the father died and
the mother never married again and spent her

life in her native country, where she died

when past threescore.

Reared and educated in Schleswig-Holstein,

and living under the German Government
from 1864 to 1870, Richard Nelson had such

training and educational influences as were

bestowed upon most boys in that vicinity. His

birthplace was the Village of Oevenum Auf
Fohr in Sehleswig. At the age of seventeen in

1870, together with a neighbor boy, Nicholas

Petersen, who was yet younger than himself,

he set off from Hamburg, Germany, on a

steamship and landed in New York City.

From there he went out to the State of Illi-

nois, and found steady employment near

Dwigbt in Livingston County. That was his

home for thirty-seven years. By hard work

he acquired a modest capital and then used

it to the best advantage in buying land,

improving and cultivating, and gradually

extending the scope of his operations until

he was owner of 520 acres of the high class and

high Tiriced land of Livingston and Grundy
counties.

A few years ago he sold out his extensive

Illinois holdings and came to Henry County,

Ohio, to take advantage of the equally good

but lower priced land in this section. Here

he bought 240 acres with a fine barn, resi-
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denee and other equipments in Harrison
Township, and he also owns two other well

improved farms, one of 200 acres and the other

120 acres, both in Richfield Township of Henry
County. Each of these farms have a complete
set of building improvements and other facil-

ities and all the land is under cultivation

except twenty acres of stump ground. At his

home place Mr. Nelson has a very complete

establishment for farming and for comfortable

country life. His main barn is on a founda-
tion 40 by 80 feet, and there are several

smaller buildings in the farm group. His
home is a very attractive country residence,

built of brick and comprising twelve rooms.

The same qualities which made him success-

ful in Illinois have been exemplified in the

management of his Henry County farms. His
fields produce abundant crops including the

great staples of corn, wheat and oats and he

earns his profits through the products of his

fine farms.

During his residence in Livingston County,
Illinois, Mr. Nelson married Miss Anna M.
Lauritzen. She was bom in Denmark May
28, 1854. and was still young when she came
to the United States alone, and she lived in

Illinois until her marriage. Mr. and Mrs. Nel-

son have some very capable sons and daugh-
tei-s, most of whom are established in homes
of their own. Martin C, who finished his edu-

cation in the schools of Henry County, is now
conducting one of his father's places in Har-
rison Township, and is still unmarried. Carl

R. lives on one of his father's farms in Rich-

field Township, and by his marriage to Bodel
Olsen, who was born in Illinois of Danish par-

ents, has two children, Clifford and a daugh-

ter. Albert T., who is a progressive farmer in

Livingston County. Illinois, married Mary
Bundessen, who was born and reared in Illi-

nois, and they have two children, Irena and a

son. C. j\Iary is the wife of Karl P. Kline, who
was born and reared in Ohio, and occupies one

of Mr. Nelson's farms in Richfield Township.

Emma is the wife of F. Bert Brilhart, and

they occupy one of the Nelson farms in Har-
rison Township. Nora married Vernon Bril-

hart, of Napoleon, Mr. Brilhart for the past

nine years having been one of the successful

schoolteachers in Henry County, and they

have a son named Gale Nelson.

•T. Fred Veigel. In 1915 for the first time

in the history of that county the business

administration of the county government in

Heni*v County was entrusted to a board of

county commissioners entirely republican in
politics. The president of this board is J.
Fred Veigel, one of the honored residents of
the county, where he has spent his life, and
where he has made a success as a farmer and

Ml-. Veigel is now serving his first term,
having been elected in September, 1915, for
two years. In the way of public service he
had some experience as assessor of his home
township of Napoleon and also as a member
of the school board. His associates in the
office of county coimnissioner are George Wolf
of Pleasant Township and Richard Nelson of
Harrison Township. Henry County is nor-
mally democratic and it is almost a jphenome-
non in local politics that all these men are re-

publicans and were elected on that ticket.

J. Fred Veigel was born in Napcih-Dii Tdwii-
sliip February 12, 1867, was reared on a farm,
acquired his education in the local schools and
for the past twenty-seven years has occupied
and managed his fine place known as ;\Iaple

Drive Farm, comprising eiglity acres of land.
Farming with him is not simply an occupation
but a profession. Consequently he has made
a success of it. Besides raisinu- tlic general
crops, he has found profit in ^mw iim> Jersey
dairy cattle. His farm c(|iiiiiiiiciit is of the
highest standard. He and liis family live in a
good home and among other farm buildings
are a barn 36 by 60 feet, and a cattle barn 30
by 30.

Mr. Veigel is of German parentage and a
son of Christian and Christine (Gogel) Vei-
gel, both of whom were born in AVurrtemburg,
Germany, not far from the City of Sti'assburg.
They were of Lutheran f.uiiilii's and they
themselves were identified with tliat cliurcii

from childhood. They came to the United
States singly and both about the year 1850.
Christian Veigel was sixty-five days in cross-

ing the ocean. The sailing vessel which
brought him to this country encountered
severe storms and the main mast was three
times broken and all the passengers had given
up hope of seeing land agai)i. They arrived
nearly starved and almost famisjifd from
thirst. The mother had a iiioiv foi'luiiate

crossing. The destination of both was II.•my
County, Ohio, and tliey arrived in this vicinity
after proceeding by way of the Hudson River,
the Erie Canal, the Great Lakes as far as
Toledo and thence up the local canal to
Napoleon. It was in Henry County that they
became acquainted and were married in the
City of Napoleon. Christian Veigel was a
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wagonmaker by trade, having learned that

vocation back in Germany. He worked at

it most of his active career, but late in life

purchased a small farm in Napoleon Town-
ship and died there in 1895 at the age of sixty-

eight years six months and a few days. His
widow died just four years later and was
within five months of the same age as her hus-

band at his death. Christian Veigel was one

of the organizers of St. Paul's Lutheran
Church at Napoleon.

Mr. Fred Veigel was married in Toledo to

Miss Ida Scliumacher. She was born in Ful-

ton County, Ohio, January 23, 1869, and was
reared and educated there. Her parents were
William and Catherine (Ki-ause) Schumacher.
Her father was born in Germany and met his

wife in Fulton County, Ohio. Her mother

was born in Ohio of German parentage. Mr.

and Mrs. Schumacher lived in Archibold for

a good many years, but her father died at the

home of ilrs. Veigel in June, 1910, when about

sixty-five years of age and her mother is still

living. The Schumachers were also members
of the Lutheran Church and her father was
very much of a church worker. He was a

vigorous advocate of the republican party.

IMr. and Mrs. Veigel have five living chil-

dren. Grace has completed her education in

the Napoleon High School and is still at home.

Helen, who also is a graduate of the Napoleon
High School, is a very successful teacher and
now has charge of District No. 2 in Napoleon
Township. Clarence, having completed the

high school course is now manager of his

father's farm. Fred finished the course of the

eighth grade and is at home. Thomas is still

attending school. ]\lr. and Mi-s. Veigel and
children are all members of St. Paul's

Lutheran Church.

George Wolf is one of the three republicans

elected as county commissioners of Henry
County in November, 1916. Mr. Wolf was re-

elected. Not only is Henry County normally

democratic, but 1916 was a presidential year,

and the state democratic tickets were thrust

into office by a very heavy vote. Only one rea-

sonable interpretation can be placed upon the

action of the people in returning Mr. W^olf

and his colleagues to office. It meant a thor-

ough approval of their straightforward and
efficient administration and it indicates that

individual character and popularity is a

stronger factor than mere partisanship.

Commissioner Wolf has spent most of his

lifetime in Pleasant Township, where he has

been a well known farmer and business man.
While his interests are still centered around
New Bavaria, he noW' lives in a pleasant home
at 1106 Oakwood Avenue in the City of

Napoleon. His two successful colleagues on
the board of commissioners are Mr. Veigel and
Mr. Richard Nelson, both republicans.

George Wolf was born at Defiance, Ohio,

March 10, 1860. When he was three and a

half years of age the family came to Pleasant
Bend in Pleasant Township of Henry County,
and Mr. Wolf grew up in that community.
He is a son of George N. and Elizabeth (Wolf)
Wolf, both of whom were natives of Bavaria,

Germany. George N. Wolf was born Novem-
ber 1, 1827, a son of Lewis and Elizabeth

(Baker) Wolf. All but three of the children

of Lewis and wife wei'e born in Bavaria.

These people in the old country belonged to

the substantial farming class. In 1831, when
George N. Wolf was four years of age, his

family emigrated to the United States, being

seven weeks on the ocean, and being nearly

starved when they landed at New York City.

Lewis Wolf brought his family to Utica, New
York, where he sojourned SVb years, then went
to Detroit for a few months, and finally lo-

cated at Maumee along the canal in Lucas
County, Ohio. The family lived there several

years, but in 1839 removed to Pleasant Town-
ship of Henry County, where Lewis Wolf se-

cured a tract of wild land and cleared up a

farm, living for some yeai"s in a log cabin. He
surrounded himself with many improvements
and comforts and died there at the vener-

able age of eighty-four years. His wife passed

away at sixty-six. In Germany they had
been members of the German Reformed
Church, but became affiliated with the

I\lethodist Church in this country. Lewis Wolf
took up and supported the republican party.

George N. Wolf was twelve .years of age

when his parents located in Henry Countj',

and when he was twelve years old he secured

work on the canal. He became "jigger boss"

for the canal workmen, subsequently was a

mule driver, and still later a bowsman and
steersman. Thus he became an expert in all

branches of canal boating and that was his

business for twelve years. At the age of

twenty-two he married in Pleasant Township
Elizabeth Wolf. She was born in Bavaria,

Germany, April 26, 1833, and was six years

of age when her parents came in 1839 to

America. This branch of the Wolf family

also spent seven weeks in cro.ssing the ocean.

Her parents were Daniel and Caroline (Saltz-
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man) Wolf, who settled as close neighbor to

the Lewis Wolf family in Pleasant Township.
Her parents developed a farm fi-om the wilder-

ness, and both died there, her father at the

age of eighty-three and her mother at ninety-

one. They were of the Geinuan Reformed
Church in Germany and became members of

the Methodist Episcopal Church in this coun-
try. After his mai-riage George N. Wolf set-

tled on a farm which was entirely uncleared.

He and his bride lived in a log cai)in, endured
all the hardships and privations of the time,

hut eventually attained success and prosperity.

Their old home farm was in section 30 of

Pleasant Township. With the exception of

3% years spent at Defiance they made that

farm their home the rest of their days.

George N. Wolf died in 1901 at the age of

seventy-four and his wife in 1896 aged six-

ty-four. He was a republican and they were
active members of the local Methodist Church.
In their family were twelve children, six of

whom died young. The other six ai'e still

living, all of them married and have families,

and all reside in Pleasant Township.
Mr. George Wolf was the fourtli son and

sixth child of his parents' children. He grew
up on the old farm, attended the public schools

and on i-eaehing his majority started out to

make his own way in the world. At the age
of eighteen he had begun to handle his father 's

half interest in a saw mill and followed that

business for three yeai*s. At twenty-one he
became a farmer, and he made more than a

mediocre success in that occupation. He
acquired two places, each of eighty acres, one

in section 20 and the other in section 29, his

home was in section 29. These two farms he

improved from almost a wilderness condition,

and his home place was thoroughly equipped
not only for diversified farming but for the

liandling of livestock. Mr. Wolf erected a

barn 40 by 60 feet, and then built a "T-
shaped" addition 34 by 64 feet, giving ample
facilities for the storage of grain and the care

of his live stock. His country home was a sub-

stantial eleven room house with all the modem
improvements. This farm home is near Pleas-

ant Bend.
Before his election to the office of county

commissioner he was a member of his local

seliool board. Mr. Wolf married for his first

wife a neighbor girl, Fannie Gertrude Fenter.

She was born in Pleasant Township December
22, 1864, and died May 28, 1911. He was a

daughter of Peter and Margaret (Rettig) Fen-
ter. who came from Germany and were early

Vol. ni— IS

settlers in Pleasant Township, where they
spent their lives as farmers. They were
members of the German Reformed Church. At
her death Mrs. Wolf was survived by five chil-

dren. Alma H. is the wife of Mr. Ricker, a
farmer near Holgate. Their children are Don-
ald E., Vivian G. and Margaret. Nora M. is

the wife of Orval Young of Pleasant Town-
ship, and has a son Merle. Fannie G. married
Andrew Hornung, who is manager of the
elevator at New Bavaria, and their one child

is Paul. Earl N. is now a student in Defiance
College. Ruth E. completed her education in

the Holgate High School and is still at home.
For his present wife Mr. Wolf married at

New Bavaria Mrs. Margaret Hornung, whose
maiden name was Ross. She was born at New
Bavaria of German parents, and her people
were among the early farmers in that section.

Her father George Ro.ss is now living at Dun-
dee, Michigan, at the age of seventy-two. His
wife, whose maiden name was Elizabeth
Rotore, a native of Bavaria, Germany, where
she grew up and married, died at Dundee,
Michigan, in 1913, at the age of seventy. Mrs.
Wolf also owned a fine farm property of 116
acres near New Bavaria. By her first mar-
riage to Mr. Hornung she is the mother of the

following children : Charles A., mail carrier at

New Bavaria and still unmarried ; Earl, who
is a bookkeeper at Toledo and by his marriage
to Goldie Osborn has a son Melvin ; Mabel L.

E. is unmarried and at home-, Esther M. is a

graduate of the Holgate High School with the

class of 1914 and is also at home; Harold is

employed at Toledo and is still unmarried

;

Irene C. E. is thirteen years of age and is in

the .seventh grade of the public schools at

Napoleon. All the family are active members
of the German Reformed Church. Mr. Wolf
is one of the chief officials of the church and a

liberal supporter. Fraternally he is a member
of Knights of Pythias Lodge at Pleasant Bend,
Ohio.

Julius W. Ash. The successful breeding
and raising of high grade stock is a profession,

not merely an occupation. It requires expe-

rience, natural adaptability and a steadfast

care and enthusiasm carried through from one
year to the next.

One of the most successful stock men in Har-
rison Township of Henry County is Julius W.
Ash. He takes a great deal of pride in his fine

Jersey cattle and his thoroughbred hogs, and
that pride is well .iustified. Mr. Ash has lived

on his farm of eighty acres in section 25 of
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Harrison Township since 1887. Under Ijis

care and management these thirty years have
proved fruitful in many improvements and
the introduction of systematic methods in

every department. Since taking possession he
has added thirty-five acres to his original

holding. The land is all well drained, fenced
and thoroughly cultivated, and he has large

barns and a comfortable home. He has a herd
of well selected Jersey milkers headed by a

thoroughbred bull and his dairy is one of the

best appointed in Henry County. His spe-

cialty as a hog raiser are the Chester White
hogs. Some of the finest specimens of this

breed to be found an,ywhere in Northwest
Ohio are on his farm. The stock have been
exhibited in many of the fairs and stock shows
in Northwest Ohio, in Indiana and Michigan,
and he has any number of blue ribbons

awarded his prize stock.

Mr. Ash comes of Pennsylvania German
lineage. His grandfather Jacob Ash was a

native of Pennsylvania and married a Miss
Putnam, who was also of Pennsylvania par-

entage. Both the Putnam and Ash families

went in. Pioneer times to Stark County, Ohio,

where Jacob and his wife grew up and mar-
ried. They were practical farmers and soon
after their marriage' they left Stark County
and moved out to the Wilderness of Wood
County, Ohio. Jacob Ash secured a tract of

government laud. Under the early conditions
tliat then ]>revailed he and his wife made a
Imiiic. They lived in the wootls, with Indians
as lrtM|ii(.)it visitors at their cabin, endured
many privations, ate wild game meat, and only
after years of toil and self sacrifice did they
see the real results of their labors. Jacob A.sh

improved 160 acres of land. He lost his first

wife in Wood County when about of mid-
dle age. He afterwards married Miss Sarah
Miller. By that marriage there were two
daughters, Edith and Jessie, the former dying
when young and the latter still living on the
old homestead in Wood. County. Jacob Ash
passed away when in his eightieth year and his

second wife survived him ten years and was
about seventy years old. They were very
active members of the Evangelical Church
and he was cla.ss leader for sixty years. His
political allegiance was given to the republican
party after its organization.
By his marriage to Miss Putnam Jacob Ash

had five .sons and four daughters: Gabriel;
Elizabeth ; Benjamin F. : Susan ; Monroe, who
died of typhoid fever at the same time that
disease carried away his mother; Rev. Josiali,

who is an elder and preacher of the Evangel-
ical Church living in Nebraska; Mary, who
died in California as the result of an accident
caused by a runaway team; Henry, who died
young; and Harriet, who is married and lives

in Knox County, Ohio.

Benjamin F. Ash, father of Julius W., was
born in Milton Township of Wood County,
Ohio, September 5, 1845. The first primitive
school in that locality was a log cabin building

erected on the Ash farm, and Benjamin F.
learned his first lessons in that temple of

learning. When only sixteen years of age and
with the outbreak of the war, he enlisted in

the army to serve ninety days, but was cap-

tured and was thrown into Libby Prison,

where he remained until almost the close of the
war when all the prisoners were set free.

After the war he married Sarah J. Maeklin.
Her family name was also spelled Michland.
She was liorn in Wood County in 1847, a
dau'jliti r (if Jeremiah Maeklin, who was acci-

dentally drowned in the Maumee River while
fishing, being then in the prime of his years.

Jeremiah Maeklin married a Miss Wick, who
lived to be quite old. After his marriage
Benjamin Ash started farming a place of his

own, and had a well improved farm of eighty

acres. His wife died there May 28, 1878, at

the age of twenty-eight years. She was a

devout member of the Evangelical Church,
and her loss was a heavy blow to the husband
and family. After her death Benjamin Ash
married Catherine Oebner, who was born and
reared in Hardin County, Ohio. Benjamin
Ash and his second wife are still living in

Wood County, and are now well advanced in

years but enjoy good health. They are mem-
bers of the Evangelical Church and more or

less continuously for thirty years he has

served as Sunday School superintendent. In

politics he is a republican. By his second wife

he has a daughter Marj' 0., who is the wife of

Oliver Ginder and lives in Weston. Wood
County, Ohio, and has one child.

Julius W. Ash was the oldest of three chil-

dren. He was born on the old homestead in

Wood County, first owned by his grandfather,

on December 16, 1866. His brother Elwood
F. is a farmer and proprietor of a summer
resort at Bear Lake, ^lichigan ; married Cora
Swan and has a daughter Bessie. The only

sister, Lottie Bell, died in 1906, survived by
her husband James Watkins, who is a farmer

and saw mill man in Trumbull County, Ohio,

and a son Franklin.

Julius W. Ash grew up on the old farm in
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Wood County and liad a public school educa-
tion. He was married on the farm he now
owns to iiiss Olive A. Swander. She was
born on this place in Henry County March 9,

1870, and has spent practically all her life

there. Her parents were Joseph and Abby
(Packer) Swander. both natives of Ohio, and
married in Stark County. Joseph Swander
served for a brief period in the Union army
during the Civil war, enlisting from Shelby
County. After the war he came to Henry
County and bought eighty acres of wild land
in section 25, Harrison Township. He and his

wife lived there in a log cabin for several

years and under his hand he saw the land

gradually improve and develop into a good
farm. His wife died there in February, 1891,

at the age of fifty-seven. Mr. Swander is still

living with Jlr. and Mrs. Ash and is now sev-

enty-eight years of age. He is an active mem-
ber of the Evangelical Church as was his wife,

and he has taken a pioneer part in the promo-
tion of prohibition sentiment in his locality

and has always been very decided on that

subject.

Mr. and Mrs. Ash have a fine family of chil-

dren about them. Their oldest child. Dr. Har-
le.v, is a graduate of the Ontario College of

Veterinary Surgery . and also of the State

University at Columbus, and is now practising

very successfully at Weston. He is still

unmarried. The other chilcLren, all at home,

are Fay, Elwood E., Walter Atlay, Katie M.,

Nina Viola, and Helen E. The two younger
children are still students in the Grelton High
School. Mr. Ash and his older son are repub-

lican voters.

John Woodruff. That a community should

be what it is largely as a result of one man's
life and activities is perhaps the highest trib-

ute possible to pay to human individuality.

None would dispute that the flourishing town
of Dunkirk bears in its present connnercial

organization and energy' the impress of the

character and influence of the late John Wood-
ruff, who will long be remembered as a busi-

ness builder, a civic leader and a man of

splendid personal character.

At his death in his home at Dunkirk,
November .30, 1910. John Woodruff was past

eighty-four years of age. He had been a resi-

dent of Dunkirk since 1869, Init his reputa-

tion as a business man and his interests

extended all over Northern Ohio and he was
not unknown as a commercial factor in other

.states. Though he started life without educa-

tion, and by practical experience developed
an exceptional business judgment and capac-
ity, he was at the time of his death reputed
to he the wealthiest man in Hardin County.
Of Holland Dutch and Irish ancestry, John

Woodruff was born at Walnut Creek in

Franklin County, Ohio, October 29, 1826, and
lived a month and one day past his eightj--

fourtli birtlulay. When he was three years of
age his parents removed to Hancock County,
Ohio, following the Scioto River and blazing
their way through the forests with five other
families, all of whom settled in Hancock and
Hardin counties. The family acquired about
150 acres of land in that county, and John
Woodruff grew up in the midst of pioneer
conditions and limitations. When he was ten
years of age his father died, and that threw
upon him active responsibilities w'hich in any
case would have precluded further education.

There were no schools in Hancock County
prior to that time, and so far as literaiy

culture was concerned he had none except
that gained by practical observation and
acquaintance with men and affairs. In spite

of this he became one of the. most successful

bu.siness men who ever did business in Hardin
County.
The basis of his fortune was laid as a live-

stock dealer in Northern Ohio, and he con-
tinued that line actively all his life. As
early as 1845 he is said to have taken a drove
of horses into Wisconsin. At Chicago he had
a chance to triidr Ikhscs for land located near
the heart of that urt-at inetropolLs, but he did
not accept the opportunity. Later he traded
horses for land at Holland, Michigan. For a

time he was also engaged in the mercantile
business at Williamstown.

In 1869 "Sir. Woodruff located at Dunkirk
and engaged in the general mercantile busi-

ness. During the rest of his life his personal
enterprise and his influence were primary
factors in the growth and development of that

town. Among other things he put down six

oil w-ells in the vicinity and he also owned a
number of properties in the town, and he held
on to them and improved them in spite of the
fact that some showed a decreasing value
after he had made a purchase. He also

invested heavily in lands in Hardin. Han-
cock and Wyandotte counties of this state and
in Ottawa County, ^Michigan, and for a num-
ber of years before his death had been the
heaviest taxpayer of Hardin County. With
all his other business interests he never
neglected the livestock industn*. It is said
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that at times as many as fifteen carloads of

his stock were on the road to market at one
time. At his death his pastures contained

some 500 head of cattle and 1,400 head of

sheep. An interesting story is told of him
during the early '80s. He went to Pittsburg

and for some time bought livestock as a

broker in that city, shipping to the eastern

markets. The old experienced livestock men
of Pittsburg endeavored several times to

thwart his competition, but he was always too

shrewd for them and came away from Pitts-

burg with a large amount of money to his

credit.

John Woodruff was also prominent as a

banker, but his part in establishing the first

bank at Dunkirk is reserved for another
paragi-aph.

On October 1, 1846, John Woodruff mar-
ried Cordelia Hurd, who died in 1906, four
years before her husband. She was born
August 24, 1829. A record of birth in their

family is as follows: Mary Elizabeth, born
November 7, 1847 ; Adam BjTon, bom De-
cember 3, 1848; Anson, born March 15, 1851;
Ada C, boni October 3. 1852 ; Brook H., born
Febi-uarv 28, 1855; Ella, born October 10,

1857: Robert A., Iwrn September 10, 1859;
Dora E., bom October 19, 1861; Anson B.,

born February 15, 1864; Irvin H., born Feb-
ruai-v 14, 1865; Oliver H., born Mav 18,

1867; Leafie M., Iwm July 14, 1869: John,
Jr., born July 29, 1871. Of these thirteen

children the greater number grew up, and
five sons and one daughter survive their hon-
ored father. The earlier deaths in the family
were: Mary Elizabeth, who died in child-

hood: Anson, who died April 15, 1851, at the
age of one month : Dora E., died January 19,

1864: Ella, died February 20. 1864; Anson
who died in February, 1864, in infancy; and
Ada C, who died October 3, 1873.

The son Oliver H. Woodruff, who was bom
May 18, 1867, was educated in the public
schools of Dunkirk and for a niimber of years
was associated with his father in the mercan-
tile business. He died July 15, 1912.

The only daughter to sui-vive her father
wa.s Leafie M.. who was born July 14, 1869,
and was married April 17, 1889, to Judson
Mahon. Mr. and Mrs. Mahon have two daugh-
ters: Mayme Naomi and Isabel Woodruff.

John Woodruff. Jr. Bearing the hon-
ored name of his father, John Woodruff. Jr.,

was born at Dunkirk. Ohio, July 29. 1871,
and has spent practically all his life in that

community and from an early age has been
identified with the extensive business inter-

ests established by his father.

He had a public school education and
learned business by practical experience as

clerk in his father's store. Mr. Woodruff is a
director in the Woodruff' National Bank and
employs much of his time in looking after his

fine farm of 434 acres. On September 18,

1910, he married Miss Blanch Cotner of

Dunkirk.

David H. Edgar. Among the early set-

tlers of Northwest Ohio whose careei-s reflect

much local histoiy a place of special promi-
nence was occupied by David H. Edgar, one
of the pioneers in the vicinity of Dunkirk.
He was bom in Beaver County, Pennsyl-

vania, September 8, 1800, and died at ad-
vanced age at the home of a daughter in

Dunkirk May 15, 1889. In 1814 his father,

Joseph Edgar, moved to Holmes County,
Ohio, and there David grew up on a pioneer
farm. He also learned the saddler's trade
and followed it in Kentucky and Southern
Ohio until 1830.

In June of the latter year he started from
Chillicothe by stage coach for Upper San-
dusky, then an Indian village. On the way
he became acquainted with Harvey Buck-
minster, a stage driver and a noted pioneer
of Northwestern Ohio. The friendship which
began during that journey existed between
these pioneers all their lives. Arriving at

Upper Sandusky Mr. Edgar sold his trunk,
put his simple clothing in a knapsack which
he strapped on his back, and made his way
on foot through a dense forest and by an
Indian trail to the home of Joseph Bates, in

what is now Hardin County. After working
on the farm a few months he engaged to teach

a subscription school, that being the first

school ever held in what is now Jackson
Township of Hardin County. The school-

house was a cabin on the Hueston place.

In the spring of the following year ilr.

Edgar bought eighty acres of land near the
site of the present Village of Dunkirk, and
soon after was married to Miss Azuba Ham-
blin, who had been one of his pupils. What
is now Hardin County was then a part of

Logan County, and to obtain his marriage
license he made a journey on foot a distance

of thirty-five miles to Beilefontaine. He was
married in March. 1831. worked on the farm
of his father-in-law for a few months, and in

the spring of 1831 built a cabin on his own
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land. That was the first cabin built in the

present limits of Blanchard Township in

Hardin County. It was in the vicinity of

that first cabin that he spent the rest of his

life. In Jauuaiy, 1834, in this simple home
with only three women present, the only

women then residing in the pres-eut town-

ships of Washington, Blanchard and Jackson,

his first child was born, Kissiah, who was the

first white child a native of Blanchard Town-
ship. She afterwards married Adam Dupes
of Dunkirk.

The cabin of Mr. Edgar was- also the scene

in Jiuie, 1835, of the organization of the first

Methodist Episcopal society in that part of

the state, and besides himself and wife the

constituent members were John Davis and
wife. Mr. Davis was class leader. In poli-

tics he was a whig until the organization of

the republican party and was a loyal devotee

of its principles until his death. W^hen
Hardin county was organized in 1833 it con-

sisted of only two towTiships. The first elec-

tion held for township officers in Blanchard
Township was on April 10, 1833, at the old

Houser Mill on the Scioto River east of Ken-
ton. Thirty votes were cast, and David H.
Edgar was elected clei'k. In the course of

his lifetime he filled all the important town-
ship offices, and for more than a quarter of a

century was justice of the peace.

He was a worthy pioneer and well fitted

for all the responsibilities that fall upon
such a citizen, including the task of rearing

a family. He became the father of eleven
children, and at the time of his death he was
survived by three sons and four daughters,

all of whom are married except one, twenty-
five grandchildren, and eleven great-gi-and-

children. The mother of this family died

June 17, 1867. and IMr. fidgar after that lived

among his children. To the last his intellect

and memory remained unimpaii'ed, and he
was regarded as an oracle on all questions

relating to pioneer life in Hardin County.
The following incident is related to show

tlie courage of pioneer wives and mothers.
Soon after he settled in his cabin he procured
some sheep, and to protect them from the

ravages of the wolves at night he built a rail

pen clo.se by his cabin. On one occasion being
unavoidably absent over night, he left his

young wife alone in the lioTise. She was
aroused from her slumber some time late in

the night by the noise of wolves about the

sheep pen. She sprang from her bed and
opening the door yelled at the top of her

voice, at the same time running out in the
dark toward the pen and frightening the
wolves away. Upon examination she found
one of the sheep so seriously injured that she
decided to make mutton of it, and cutting
its throat dragged it into the cabin and
skinned and dressed it, thus saving it for
food.

James G. Watson owns and occupies the
farm in Harrison Township of Henry County
to which he was brought as an infant some
sis weeks after his birth late in the year, 1865.
While he has been very successful and pro-
gressive as a farmer, his farm means more to

him than a place of business. It is endeared
by all the associations of his early boyhood
and by the fact that his parents spent their

last years there, and it is also the happy and
comfortable home where he has reared his

own family.

His proprietorship extends to 120 acres of

land, located partly in section 25, where his

home stands, and also in section 26. Turkey
Foot Creek crosses the land and adds both. to

its value and beauty. The farm shows good
management in every direction. The fields are

well tended, and practically every season yield

an abundance of the staple crops. There are

strong and substantial buildings and Mr. Wat-
son is not the type of man to neglect anything
that will make for a better farm and will

provide additional comforts and conveniences
to his home.
His birth occurred in Seneca County, Ohio,

October 7, 1865. He comes of some "fine old

pioneer stock, representing the Scotch-Irish

lineage, mainl_y Presbyterians in religion, and
the first Watson in this branch of the family
arrived in America before the Revolution and
some of Mr. Watson's mother's descendants
bore a gallant part as soldiers in that war. His
grandparents were James and Mary (Glenn)
Watson, both natives of Pennsylvania. James
Watson was born in 1801. He was married in

the later '20s, and he came in pioneer style,

with ox teams and wagons, and established a

home in the wilderness of Seneca County,
Ohio. His location was near Melmore. He
secured his land direct from the Government.
Indians still lived there, though they were not

inclined to be hostile. The woods were filled

with wild game, and that was an important
resource to the early pioneer settlers, since

provisions brought from a distance were very

costly and hard to get and the larder of those

early homes was largely siipplied by wild meat
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and the fruits and grains grown on the land.
James and Mary Watson lived out their lives

in Seneca County and death came to them
when they were a little past the meridian of
their years. They were very active as Pres-
byterians and a.ssisted in organizing one of the
first churches in Seneca County.

William A. Watson was the oldest child of
James and Mary Watson. He was born in Penn-
sylvania about 1827. He had three brothers
and one sister, but he was the only one who
established a home in Henry County. He was
married in Seneca County to Miss Eliza
Welch, who was born in that county about
1833, and represented one of the oldest and
most prominent families of that section of

Ohio. Her parents were Hugh and Polly
(Gibson) Welch. Hugh Welch came to Sen-
eca County in 1816, being one of the first to

establish a home there. He was the first set-

tler on the east side of the river Miami. He
found Indians in large numbers but he readily

made friends with them and he could speak
the Indian language. He enjoyed their com-
plete trust and confidence as long as they
remained in the country. Subsequently Hugh
Welch moved into Wyandotte Count}', Ohio.

and though his education consisted of such
instruction as he had been able to impart to

himself by reading and observation, he was an
influential and useful factor in public affairs

and politics. He served as associate judge in

Wyandotte and Crawford counties for a
period of twenty-one consecutive years, and
in consequence was widely known as Judge
Welch. His wife, Polly Gibson, was born in

Jefferson County, Ohio, in 1805, and was one

of a large family of sons and daughters. She
was descended from revolutionary stock and
her kinsman, Gen. AVilliam II. Gibsnn. raised

the Forty-ninth Ohio Volunteer Infantry for

service during the Civil war and with him in

the same regiment were nine of his nephews.
The father of Hugh Welch had served as a

soldier in the War of 1812, and was buried

at ]\Iexico Village, Ohio. Hugh Welch cleared

up a good farm in Seneea County. He was
an earnest ^Methodist, while his wife was a

member of the Presbyterian Cluireh. Their
two daughters were their only children, one

of them being Mrs. William A. Watson.
When Henry County was still an almost

unbroken wilderness, William A. Watson and
wife, accompanied by their four small chil-

dren, started out from Seneca County and
traveled the rough trails and roads in search

of a new home. Mrs. Watson and her infant

son rode in a buggy drawn by a horse. Arriv-
ing in Henry County they spent several years
in a typical log cabin, but eventually they
surrounded themselves with the prosperity
and comforts that their industry and self-

denial merited, and William A. Watson died
on the old farm in 1882 at the age of fifty-two.
His widow survived him until 1873 and died
at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Dr. James
H. Fiser, at Malinta, Ohio. She had been
reared in the Methodist Church, while William
Watson was a Presbyterian. Besides James
G. Watson thft-e are two sons still living, Wil-
liam V. of Colorado, and David G. of Malinta,
Ohio, and also one daughter, Mrs. Dr. J. H.
Fiser.

In Harrison Township of Henry County
Mr. James G. Watson marriedMiss Bessie Ran-
dall. She was born in this township February
1, 1871, and was reared in her native locality

and also in Toledo. Her parents were William
and Mary A. ( Wilford) Randall. Her father
was born in the State of Maine and was eight-

een years of age when he came with his father,

Thomas Randall, to Harrison Township in

Henry County, where the Randalls cleared
up a first class farm situated near the south
bank of the Maumee River. Later Thomas
Randall moved out to Kansas where he died.

William Randall was married in Henry
County and his wife was a native of Seneca
County. They spent most of their active lives

in Henry County, and died in Harrison Town-
ship, William Randall at the age of seventy-
nine and his wife at sixty-eight. The Ran-
dalls are of stanch New England stock.

Mr. and ilrs. Watson have four children.

Wendell E., now twent.v-four vears of age,

had the advantages of the Grelton High
School and is now wprking on the home farm.

William R., after graduating from high school

entered the Ohio State TJniver.sity, where he

pursues hi.^ studies. Gale, born July 1, 1896.

graduated from high school in 1914 and is

now doing his share of the duties on the home
farm. Norma is twelve years of age and still

in the grade schools. Mr. Watson is affiliated

with Grelton Lodge No. 339 of the Knights
of Pythias and in politics is a republican.

Louis Gemelch. Whether in the staple

industry of grape growing or in public af-

fairs Louis Gemelch has exercised a very large

and valuable influence on Middle Bass Island

for many years. He is serving as township

assessor and has held that office steadily for

twenty-two years except for two years when
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the office was filled by appoiutment. He is

in fact one of the sti'ong and able leaders of

the democratic party in this section of Ottawa
County. He filled a place on the local school

board for 71/2 years, and it was his level

headed sense and business experience that

brought about the straightening out of the

school records and affairs. He also served as

trustee of Island Hall for three years.

When he first came to Middle Bass Island

he spent six months working in the Werhle
Vineyards. After that he was in Springfield,

Ohio, for a couple of years, but then returned
to jMiddle Bass Island and has been identified

with this general locality ever since. Mr.
Gemeleh was born at Sandusky, Ohio, June 1,

1859, his father being an early settler there.

Both parents died in Sandusky.
After returning from Springfield to Mid-

dle Bass Mr. Gemeleh was employed on some
of tlie Wherle boats for five years, and then

found work in the Put-in-Bay Wine Com-
pany. For two years he was in the service

of Jay Cooke, taking care of Gibraltar Island.

. After his marriage Mr. Gemeleh settled

down on Middle Bass Island, and has success-

fully operated a fine vineyard there for many
years. He has twenty-one acres, of which
sixteen acres are in grapes.

His wife before her marriage was Catherine

Fisher. Her father, Anton Fisher, was one

of the early settlers on ^Middle Bass Island,

and his homestead was on the North Shore,

where he erected a very beautiful big resi-

dence. Louis Gemeleh subsequently bought
the old Fisher place from the other heirs, and
is now its proprietor. Mr. and Mrs. Gemeleh
have one son, Albert E., who spends part of

the year fishing but is always at home during

the grape season. He is at present trustee of

Island Hall.

Mr. Gemeleh has been through all the chairs

and is past noble grand of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, holding membership in

Commodore Perry Lodge, No. 730, of Put-in-

Bav, Ottawa County.

Richard Tilliotson took up seventy-seven acres
of Government land .just above the EUithorpe
place. From that time to the present these
names have been intimately asoeiated with the
history of the island and there has hardly been
a public enterprise with which one or both of
these names have not been intimately con-
nected.

Henry EUithorpe had the following chil-

dren, all of whom spent their lives at Catawba
Island. George, Cyrus, Russell and Emily,
the last the wife of Clark Neal.

Russell EUithorpe married the daughter
of Richard Tilliotson, and he subsequently
became owner of the old Tilliotson homestead,
where he followed agriculture until his death
in September, 1897. His wife passed awav
in 1898.

ilr. James EUithorpe, the only child of Rus-
sell EUithorpe, and a grandson of both Henry
EUithorpe and Richard Tilliotson, was born
on Catawba Island March 10, 1857, and has
always lived on the old homestead of his fa-

ther and of his grandfather Tilliotson. After
his father died he kept up the active opera-
tion and cultivation of the land, and he is now
recognized as one of the largest peach grow-
ers on the entire island, having fort.y-six acres

in that fruit. He is now ably assisted by his

son, Vernon, born October 30, 1890, who mar-
ried Mabel Welch, born June 3, 1893, a daugh-
ter of James Welch of Catawba Island. His
two daughters are Muriel, born January 28,

1893, who is now traveling with a theatrical

company; and Eola, born July 21, 1894, who
married June Kline, a farmer in Danbury
Township and is the mother of two children.

Earnest, born March 23, 1914, and a baby
daughter, named Millicent, born July 7, 191.5.

For many years the late Russell EUithorpe
served as trustee of Catawba Island, and
James EUithorpe has followed the political

leanings of the family and is a stanch republi-

can. He was one of the charter members of

the Knights of Pythias Lodge at Port Clin-

ton.

James Ellithorpe. Two of the first fam-

ilies to be represented in the citizenship of

Catawba Island were the Ellithorpes and Til-

liotsons. These early pioneers were Henry
Ellithorpe and Richard Tilliotson, who were
nf English and Scotch ancestry and came from

Kelleys Island to Catawba Island. When they

arrived only three or four other families were

living there. Henry Ellithorpe acquired over

300 acres of land known as Lot No. 1, while

Edw.\rd Keimer. While struggling for a

foothold in the New World after he came to

this country from his native German.y, Ed-
ward Keimer fortunately became identified

with the little islands along the north shore

of Ottawa County close to the historic scene

of Perry's Lake Erie victory, and since then

the community of Put-in-Bay has had rea-

son to consider itself fortunate that so cap-

able a man came into its midst.
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Born in Prussia, Germany, in 1850, Mr.

Keimer learned the trade of carpentry accord-

ing to the thorough German fashion. At the

age of eighteen in 1868 he emigrated to the

United States, and was first located at San-

duskj-. He followed his trade there for two

years, but found it difficult to secure pay for

his work. Then came an opportunity to start

out for himself by taking a contract for the

erection of a house at Put-in-Bay. He ar-

rived there September 10, 1870, and put in

the following winter in completing his con-

tract. When it was finished it was his inten-

tion to go on to Chicago, but again he found

it difficult to realize the money from his eon-

tract, and before getting the matter straight-

ened out he was again at work on the Put-in-

Bay House for Montgomery and Gascoyne.

Thus it was that one thing after another led

to his remaining there and becoming a per-

manent settler.

For two years Mr. Keimer followed his

trade, but in 1872 bought a vineyard of ten

acres from Louis Harms, who was one of the

pioneer grape growers on the Bass Island.

Thus for more than forty-six years Mr. Kei-

mer has been closely identified with what

may be called the primary industry of these

islands, and is known as one of the most suc-

cessful in that line. In 1901 he removed to

his present place of ten acres, and now oper-

ates both tracts of land as vineyards. He sells

none of his grapes, using it all for the manu-
facture of grape juice and wine, for which

there is a very steady demand. His annual

output of grape product amounts to from

2,500 to 4,000 gallons.

As an old time resident of the island Mr.

Keimer has not failed to identify himself in

a public spirited manner with local affairs.

For twenty-two years he was a member of the

school board, and during Cleveland's second

administration was deputy collector of cus-

toms. He is a democrat and is affiliated with

the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks at

Sandusky. Mr. Keimer married ]\Iiss Minnie

Van Dohren, daughter of Max Van Dohren,

one of the early settlers on South Bass Island.

Mr. and Mrs. Keimer had born in their home
twelve children. His beloved wife died Sep-

tember 11, 1906. After remaining a widower
for five years, he married Miss Anna Boehler,

of Columbus, Ohio, on November 10, 1911.

Benjamin L. Smith. One of the hotels

that lend distinction to Put-in-Bay as a great

summer resort is Smith's Cottage, which has
been built up under the proprietorship and
management of Benjamin L. Smith, one of

the most competent and successful landlords
on the island.

Mr. Smith was born near Bellevue, Ohio,

March 20, 1870, and was reared on the home
farm of his father Jacob Smith. He was asso-

ciated with his father in farming and he and
his brother, E. J. Smith, also built up a large

hay business in that locality.

Benjamin L. Smith came to Put-in-Bay in

1897. The first j'ear he was in the employment
of V. Doller, and the following year he had
charge of the Williams place south of town.

The first year after his arrival he started the

Island Restaurant, which he conducted for

three years, and this gave him the foundation
of his experience as a successful hotel man.
Since then he has been in the hotel business

continuouslj', though for several years his

place was not large enough to require all his

time, and he continued his interests in other

lines. Since 1911 he has given the best of his

time and ability to the management of his

hotel, and his success is no doubt due to the

fact that he is in close touch with every de-

tail. At the beginning his hotel had sleeping

accommodations for only twelve persons; in

the second year it was enlarged to forty, and
in the third year he built Smith's Cottage as

at present, with accommodations for 150

individuals.

Mr. Smith has also acquired other valuable

interests in and around Put-in-Bay, includ-

ing a vineyard of eleven acres near the city

and some property near Bellevue. He is an

active republican and for several years was a

member of the town council. Mr. Smith is a

Catholic and a member of the Knights of

Columbus at Sandusky.
He married Miss Elizabeth Miller, who was

born and reared on the island, a daughter of

Chris Miller. They are the parents of four

children: Walter, Edwin, Margaret and
Evelyn.

George E. Crane. During his active prac-

tice as a lawyer for the past thirty years at

Kenton, the reputation of the late George E.

Crane as an able lawyer and a man of many
qualities of leadership extended beyond the

bounds of his home county and he was a

familiar figure in the life of the state.

His family were pioneers in Erie County
of Northern Ohio, but Mr. Crane himself was
born in New York City September 9, 1858.
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His parents were Samuel Ingham and Sophia
Charlotte (Buck) Crane. His father was
born at Florence, Erie County, Ohio, Decem-
ber 20, 1832, and the mother was born in

New York City April 26, 1834. One of the

tirst of the name in America was Jasper
Crane, who lived at New Haven, Connecticut,

after which some of his descendants located

at Newark, New Jersey. Joel Crane, great-

grandfather of George E. Crane, moved from
that section of New Jersey to Southbury,
Connecticut, where in 1804 he married Olive
Mitchell. Her gi-andfather, Eleazar Mitchell,

was a member of the committee of safety

during the War of the Revolution, also held

a captain's commission in General Wasliing-
ton's army, and still earlier had command of

a militia company at Fort Ticonderoga in the

French and Indian war. Eleazar Mitchell
was in the fifth generation from Matthew
Jlitchell. who was born at Halifax, Yorkshire,
England, in 1590, and who came to America
and located at Boston in 1635. Rev. Jona-
than ;\Iitphell, n son of Matthew was the third
miiiistiT at ( 'iiiiiiiridge, Massachusetts, during
i64!»-l()77, and was a graduate of Harvard
College in 1647. Joel Crane and wife some
rears after their marriage, in 1817, became
pioneers in Northern Ohio and located in Erie
County. Thus the Crane family has been
identified with Ohio for almost a century.

George E. Crane was reared in New York
and New Jersey, and also spent some of his

early years at Norwalk, Ohio. After finish-

ing a course in the public schools he entered
Oberlin College, where he was graduated
Bachelor of Arts with the class of 1877. For
a number of years he was a successful teacher
and was first known in Hardin County in

that capacity. From 1878 to 1885 he was
principal of the high school at Kenton. In
the meantime he was pursuing hLs law studies

and in 1885 was admitted to the bar and from
that time on was continuously in practice at

Kenton for more than thirty years. For
many years he was recognized among that
small group of attorneys who in every
county and city stand in the forefront of
their profession. He handled some of the
most important cases before the local and
di.striet courts, and in 1898 was appointed
referee in bankruptcy. He was prominent in
the ranks of the republican party and in

1898 and in 1908 was his party candidate for
the office of judge of the Circuit Court.
For many years Mr. Crane was an active

member of the board of education of Kenton,

and at the time of his death was chairman of
the board of the public librarj'. He traveled
extensively and went abroad while still teach-
ing school in 1879 and again in 1881, and
during 1899 he and his wife were in Europe
for rest, instruction and pleasure. Mr. Crane
was a Kniglit Templar ilason, a member of
the Bene\-oleut and Protective Order of Elks
and he and his wife were members of the
First Presbyterian Church of Kenton. Mr.
Crane was a member of the Laymen's Mis-
sionary Society and took an active part in the
afi'airs of that body.
On June 12, 1889, he married Miss Kate

Rachel Rhodes, daughter of Oregon E. and
Xiria C. (Ensign) Rhodes of Kenton. To
their marriage have been born three children

:

Esther, born at Kenton March 10, 1890, and
graduated from Smith College in 1910, and
took post graduate work in the University of
Chicago, and received from that in.stitution

the degree of Doctor of Philosophy ; Herbert
Crane, born in Kenton May" 4, 1892,
graduated from the Kenton High School in
1908, also graduated from Oberlin College,
where he received the degre of Bachelor of
Arts, and is now a student in the law depart-
ment of Chicago University ; Katheriue Eliza-
beth, born at Kenton January 15, 1895,
graduated from Kenton High School in 1910,
and from Smith's College with the class of
1916.

George E. Crane passed from tliis life on
the 18th of September, 1916.

Kenton Public Library. One of the insti-

tutions of Northwest Ohio very closely a.sso-

ciated with the higher life of "the citi"zens is

the Kenton Public Library. For the past ten
years it has occupied a handsome building of
its own, erected from a fund supplied by
Andrew Carnegie, but the early history of
the library movement has special interest as
respecting some of the pioneer effort.? toward
the establishment of such a cultural center
many years before gifts for public benevo-
lence on a large scale became common.
As early as 1853 an organization existed in

Kenton known as the Kenton Library Asso-
ciation, which was formed with a view
toward establishing a public library and also
for the purpose of bringing noted iuen to the
town to lecture. The first lecture was given
on Februarv' 21, 1855, by the afterwards cele-
brated Horace Jlann of whom Ohio is justly
proud. On February 11, 1856, Sunset Co'x
gave the second lecture, and later such men
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as Dr. Parke Goodwin and Schuyler Colfax

and others of national reputation were heard.

A list of the officers chosen in February,

1857, is: Judge Bain, president; Hugh Let-

son, vice president ; G. A. Stewart, secretary

;

William Cary, treasurer; and A. S. Ramsey,

J. A. Rogers, Daniel Barron, W. W. Nixon
and W. L. Walker, directors. The associa-

tion continued to prosper until the period of

the Civil war, when the organization died out

because all people were absorbed in the criti-

cal conflict in which the country was then

engaged.
The next step in the movement toward a

public library was a meeting in February,

1886, of which E. P. Dean wa.s chainnan and
William M. Beckman, secretary. The plans

made at that meeting were carried out so

effectually by the public spirited citizens that

in August, 1886, a room was opened in the

Pfeiffer Block and the shelves were stocked

with some good fiction, biography and his-

tory. A charter for the Kenton Library

Association was secured from Gen. James S.

Robinson, then secretary of the State of Ohio,

the incorporators of the association being

F. D. Bain, G. J. Carter, H. C. Koller, E. P.

Dean, F. 0. Hanson and Robert S. Innes.

New books were purchased from time to time

from private subscriptions and the proceeds

of public entertainment, and several well

known citizens contributed individual collec-

tions. In this way the library was supported
until the .state law was passed allowing a one
mill tax to be levied for the support of

libraries.

The principal local benefactor of the li-

brary was Lewis Merriman, who a short time
before his death donated ground on North
Detroit Street valued at $10,000 for the erec-

tion of a suitable building. The site having
been secured, a donation of $20,000 from
Andrew Carnegie was used for the construc-

tion of the present building. Architecturally
the Libraiy Building is severely classic in

.style, and the main floor is divided into sec-

tions for book racks, reading rooms and rooms
for library officials, while the basement con-
tains an assembly room. The present build-

ing was dedicated February 17, 1905.
For many years the late George E. Crane

had been at the head of the book purchasing
committee, and to his wide knowledge and
excellent judgment is due much of the credit
for the high standard that has always been
maintained in selecting books for the library.
The first regular librarian was Miss Frances

(Pansy) Pearce, who was succeeded in 1892
by Miss Margaret Rogers, and she in turn in
February, 1906, by Miss Keziah Moore.
The present library board comprises the

following: P. M. CVow, president; D. B.
Nourse, vice president; and W. A. Norton,
F. L. Damon, James H. Allen, B. L. Johnson,
W. W. Bowers, directors.

Rev. Benjamin Kelso Ormond, D. D., is

especially well remembered in Toledo because
of his long and valuable service as a minister
of the Presbyterian Church. His life was one
continuous record of unstinted effort in behalf
of humanity and the following paragraphs
find an appropriate place in the history of
Northwestern Ohio.

He was born at Cecil, Washington County,
Pennsylvania, the son of Alexander Poe
Ormond and Jane Kelso Ormond, native Penn-
sylvanians and sturdy leaders in their com-
munity. His father was a descendant of a
prominent ruling family of the North of Ire-

land and his mother was a descendant of the
Kelso family of Kelso, Scotland, and a daugh-
ter of an officer in Washington's army.

Doctor Ormond spent much of his early life

in Pittsburg and vicinity. By his own untir-

ing efforts and perseverance he acquired a
sound education at the academies of Indiana
and Eldersridge, Pennsylvania, and at Wash-
ington and Jefferson College, where, after a

four years' course he graduated. Later, he
graduated at the United Presbvterian The-
ological Seminary of Allegheny, supplement-
ing this with an advanced cour.se in Hebrew,
which was the foundation of his thorough
knowledge of the Bible.

He was licensed to preach in 1859, his first

pastorate being the United Presbyterian
Church of Sharon, IMercer County, Pa., where
for twenty-three years, he was a power for

good. Here, and during his two subsequent
charges, under the inspiration of his enthu-

siasm, new churches were erected and congre-

gations built up. After leaving Sharon, he
entered the Presbyterian Church ; and at this

time, while on a tour of the West, he organ-

ized a church in Pueblo, Colorado, which has

since developed into a prosperous body.

Declining several calls, on account of uni-

versity advantages he located in Wooster,

Ohio, becoming a trustee of the university and
taking an active interest in that institution;

and, while there, served successfully as pastor

of the Creston and Jackson churches, finally

accepting a call to the Third Presbyterian
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Church of Toledo, Ohio, where he labored for

thirteen years.

During the Civil war he rendered a valuable
service in recruiting soldiers, in visiting the

front and administering to the needs and com-
forts of the Pennsylvania volunteers. He was
a consistent and active republican from the

inception of that party and a firm believer in

the cardinal principles as exemplified by Lin-
coln, McKinley and Roosevelt.

His interest in public affairs never waned,
his faith in God never faltered, his devotion
to his Master never ceased even to the last day
of his advanced years.

September 7, 1909, he quietly passed away
without warning, leaving his wife, Mary Mc-
Farland Ormond, and four children, John M.
Ormond, Mr.?. John R. Calder, Mrs. Frank
Willard Thomas and Miss M. Georgia Ormond,
all of whom live in Toledo.

Doctor Ormond 's never failing optimistic

outlook on life made liim a happy, hopeful in-

spiration to all who knew him.
He was a genial gentleman of the old school,

kind and courteous to all and ever ready to

lend a helping hand. His love for children
and ready sympathy for his fellow-men en-

deared him to many from whose sorrowing
hearts—when he fell asleep—came this mes-
sage : "I have lost my best friend.

'

'

John M. Ormond is one of the old estab-

lished members of the Toledo bar, where he
has been in active practice for more than a
quarter of a century. During the last ten

years his time and attention have been more
and more taken up with the handling of

important corporation interests, and he is

regarded as one of the most competent civil

lawyers in the northwestern section of Ohio.

,
He is a man of many and varied interests,

and deserve special credit for his efforts

toward preserving some of the precious mon-
uments of history still found in the vicinity

of Toledo. Elsewhere in this work will

be found an ilhistration of the old Lucas
County Courthouse at Maumee, and the pho-
tograph from which this illustration was made
was taken by Mr. Ormond and was loaned to

the editor of this work. For several years Mr.
Ormond has been striving to interest the cit-

izens and secure money enough to preserve
the old courthouse and make it a treasure

house and shrine of history in the Maumee
Valley.

Though a resident of Toledo all his active

professional career, John M. Ormond was born

at Sharon, Mercer County, Pennsylvania, a
son of the late Rev. B. K. Ormond and Mary
(McFarland) Ormond. His mother is still a
resident of Toledo. Rev. B. K. Ormond was
for thirteen years the beloved pastor of the
Third Presbyterian Church of Toledo, and
reference to his career is found on other
pages.

John M. Ormond graduated from the
Sharon High School with the class of 1882
and later entered the University of Wooster
at Wooster, Ohio, where he was graduated in

1887. He then entered the law department
of the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor,
where he graduated in 1889 not only with the
degree LL. B. but also as Bachelor of Philoso-
phy. Admitted to the bar in the fall of 1890
he soon came to Toledo and in the following
year opened his office in the old Law Build-
ing, where he remained about two years and
then removed to the Nasby Building, which
was his location for three years, but for the
past twenty years his office has continuously
been in the Spitzer Building, and he was one
of the first tenants of that imposing structure
in the business district. While a general prac-
titioner he has never figured in the criminal
law and for many years has had no connec-
tion with any ease involving his presence
before a criminal court. Since 1905 he lias

given a large share of his time and attention
to corporation law and numbers among his cli-

ents some of the leading corporate concerns
of Toledo and elsewhere. Mr. Ormond also

owns considerable real estate, both city and
farm property.
He is one of Toledo's successful business

men who have established beautiful country
homes away from the city's noise and dirt at

Maumee and Perrysburg. His own home is

in the village of Maumee, and is situated on
historic ground and the residence is a fine

old colonial mansion. While improving his

grounds Mr. Ormond unearthed a number of
relics such as old coins of ancient date, to-

gether with mementos of aboriginal occu-
pation. He is a well informed student of his-

tory, particularly that pertaining to the Jlau-

mee Valley. He has recently given much time
to the campaign for raising money to establish

a public library at Maumee and at the time of

this writing has secured a donation from the

Carnegie Corporation of New York to the
amount of ."filO.OOO to be expended for that
purpose. The village of Maumee has already
donated a site, and a beautiful library build-

ing is now situated next to the old Lucas
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County Courthouse, maintained by this

county.

Mr. Ormond is a member of the Toledo

Commerce Club and for a number of years

has been active in every movement for politi-

cal progress. In politics he is a republican,

and is a member of the Third Presbyterian

Church of which his father was for a long

time pastor.

On October 1, 1890, Mr. Ormond married

Miss Lucy Jameson of "Warren, Ohio. Her
father was the late Biven Jameson, one of the

old and honored citizens of Warren. Her
mother, whose maiden name was Sarah Blair,

came of old Massachusetts stock. Mrs. Or-

mond was born and educated at Warren, and
in 1887 graduated from the Lake Erie Sem-
inary at Painesville, Ohio. She is a charter

member of the Sorosis Club of Toledo. Mr.
and Mrs. Ormond have their city home at 2238

Scottwood Avenue. Among other associations

Mr. Ormond is a member of the Lucas County
Bar Association, the Ohio State Bar Asso-

ciation and the American Bar Association, and
is also associated with the Phi Gamma Delta

fraternity, and the Northern Light Lodge, No.

40, Free and Accepted Masons.

Walter Snider. One of the best qualified

bankers in Ohio is now cashier of the First

National Bank of Oak Harbor. Walter
Snider has spent all his business years in

banking, was formerly connected with banks
in Indiana and also on the Pacific coast, and
is a thoroughly trained and skillful financier.

The First National Bank of Oak Harbor
was organized in 1903, and its first officers

were : Jacob Kuebeler, president ; Charles H.
Graves, vice president; George L. Wells,

cashier, and William Timmennann, a.ssistant

cashier. The capital stock has been $25,000

since organization, and in 1915 the surplus

account showed also $25,000. It is one of the

most flourishing institutions in Northwest
Ohio as is shown by the aggregate deposits

of about $525,000. "The bank pays 3i.<- per
cent interest on time certificates and sa^4ngs.

It occupies a modern banking house, and has
proved a valuable asset to the business com-
munity. The present executive officers are:
August Kuebeler Jr., president; Frank C.

Michel and William Lipstraw, vice presi-

dents; Walter Snider, cashier, and William
Timmermann, assistant cashier.

Walter Snider is a native of Indiana, and
belongs to a pioneer family of that state. He
was born at Chalmers, Indiana, a son of

Samuel G. and Fannie (Bond) Snider of
Lafayette, Indiana. Since the early days the
Sniders have been extensive laud holders in

Indiana. The original farm of over 600 acres
in Indiana which was originally purchased
by his grandfather, Frederick V. Snidei", is

still in the family.

Educatea in the public schools and Purdue
University, Lafayette, Indiana, Walter Snider
immediately after graduation took up bank-
ing. He was first cashier in a private bank
owned by Snider & Snider, then cashier of

the Farmers & Traders Bank, Lafayette, In-

diana, and then vice president of the Peoples
National Bank at Muncie, Indiana. The next
five years I\Ir. Snider spent on the Pacific

coast as president of the State Bank of Long
Beach. In 1910 he came into the First Na-
tional Bank of Oak Harbor as cashier, and
for the past five years has done much to in-

crease the resources and general stability of

the institution.

As a loyal and public spirited citizen of

Oak Harbor his name has been associated

wita mucli of good accomplished in the village

during recent years. He has helped in mak-
ing the Business Men's Association a vital

factor in local improvement and progress.

The Business Men's Association has brought
about the construction of the new electric

light plant and the waterworks for Oak Har-
bor, and those improvements more than any-
thing else have opened up a new era of

progress in the city.

In politics Mr. Snider is a republican. He
is affiliated with the lodge, chapter and coun-

cil of the Masonic Order, with the lodge of

the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks

at Fremont, Ohio, and is a member of the

Presbyterian Church.

Walter S. Clark is proprietor of the"

oldest and best known undertaking establish-

ment in Hancock County. In American life

it is unusual to find one line of business de-

scend from father to son through several

generations, but the name Clark has been in

that way identified with the undertaking and
funeral direction business in Hancock County.

The parents of Walter S. Clark were J. K.

and Mary (Devine) Clark, originally from
Cumberland County, Pennsjdvania. The
grandfather was a native of Ireland. From
Pennsylvania J. R. Clark moved from Find-

lay, Ohio, in 1848. He was first engaged in

the furniture business on a small scale. Re-

sponding to the urging and solicitation of his
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neighbors he finally became a funeral director,

and his popularity was such that his clientele

included praw-tically all of Hancock County.

He was as progressive in his time as his son

Walter is today. J. R, Clark war, the first

undertaker in Hancock County to build out-

side boxes for the coffins used in those days.

He also introduced into his business a funeral

car or hearse, which in its time was regarded

as a model of equipment and style. This old

vehicle which carried the bodies of many well

known citizens to the grave of an earlier

generation is still carefully preserved by
Walter S. Clark, and is one of the few sur-

vivals of a bygone age in funeral fasliions

Mr. Clark has consented to this old funeral

car being brought out for exhibition at the

annual state convention of the undertakers,

and in many ways it is a most iiiteresting

relic. J. R. Clai'k, after a long and honorable
career, died at Findlav in 1906.

His wife died in 1898. Of their four chil-

dren, the only one now living is Walter S.

Clark. He was born January 5, 1857, at

Findlay, received his education in the com-
mon schools, and after learning the art of

embalming from a Mr. Sullivan he entered

business with his father and eventually be-

came owner of the establishment founded by
his honored sire.

Mr. Clark was married in 1884 to Miss
Sarah Hartman, daughter of William Hart-
man of Eagle Township in Hancock County.
Their only son, James Frank, born May 19,

1886, has also taken up the embalming and
undertaking business and is now his father's

active assistant. Mr. Clark has a $5,000 Win-
ton funeral car which is the finest in Hancock
County.
He and his family occupy one of the beau-

tiful homes at Findlay. He is affiliated with
the Knights of Pythias, the Modern Woodmen
of America, the Benevolent and Protective

Order of Elks and the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows, is an independent republican

and a member of the First Lutheran Church.
For twenty years Mi-. Clark served as ceme-

tery trustee.

John Meeks Firmin, M. D. For almost

three ciuarters of a century the name Firmin
lias been prominently identified with the

medical profession in Findlay. The first of

the family to practice there was the lat*^ Dr.

Lorenzo Firmin, who opened his office in 1842,

and was in many ways a useful and prominent
man in that community. The oldest prac-

ticing member of the medical profession at

present in Hancock County is Dr. Francis W.
Firmin, who is now practically retired from
professional work. He began practice in

Findlay almost fifty years ago. Carrying the

heavy responsibilities of a large practice and
actively representing the family name in a

profession which so many members of this

family have honored is Dr. John Meeks Fir-

min, a son of Dr. Francis W. and a nephew
of Dr. Lorenzo Firmin.
The Firmin family is of old English an-

cestrj^ and is traced even further back to the

time of the Norman conquerors. The first of

the family to come to America was Giles

Firmin, who came over with Governor Win-
throp of Massachusetts. Giles Firmin was
also a physician, and is mentioned by Dr.

Oliver Wendell Holmes in his History of

Medicine. One branch of the family came to

Summit County, Ohio, in the early years of

the last century, and at Richfield in Summit
County was born Dr. Francis W. Firmin on
July 15, 1842. He spent most of his early

youth in the New England states. In 1862

he arrived at Findlay, and in the fall of the

same year entered Oberlin College. In 1863
he enlisted with other students in Company E
of the Hundred and Twenty-ninth Ohio In-

fantry, and served with that command until

honorably discharged March 10. 1864. He
returned to Findlay and began the study of

medicine in the office of Dr. Lorenzo Firmin,
and completed his education in the Western
Reserve College at Cleveland, from which in-

stitution he received the degree M. D. on
February 18. 1867. He immediately opened
an office in Findlay and for many vears has
been recoornized as the dean of tlie local pro-

fession. He also served four years on the city

council and seven years on the board of edu-

cation, and has been prominent in the IMasonic

Order siiir-o 1868. In 1872 he was appointed
examining surgeon for pensions in Hancock
County, and held that office for many years

except during democratic administrations.

On May 6, 1869. Dr. Francis W. Firmin mar-
ried Mary L. D. Meeks, daughter of Rev. John
A. Meeks. To their marriase were born four
children : Scott, Dr. John M., Frank B. and
Carl G.

Dr. John Meoks Firmin was born at Find-
lay October 31, 1872, and secured his early

education in the grammar and hisrh schools,

graduating from the latter in 1890. In the

same year he entered Oberlin College, where
his father at one time was a student, and re-
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ceived his A. B. degree in 1894, and iu 1897

Oberlin conferred upon him the Master of

Arts degree. From Oberlin after his gradua-

tion he entered the medical department of the

Ohio Wesleyan University, and was graduated

:M. D. with "the class of 1897. For a year and

a half he was interne in the Cleveland City

Hospital, and with that excellent training and
preparation he l)egan practice in Findlay in

1899. Though enjoying a large practice and

noted for his skill both as a physician and
surgeon, he is still a student and close ob-

server, and whenever possible takes the oppor-

tunity of associating with the eminent men
in his profession. In 1900 and again in 1907

he attended the Po.st-graduate School of New
York city.

Politically Doctor Firmin is an independent

republican. He served as master of his Ma-
sonic Lodge in 1905-07, is past high priest of

the Royal Arch Chapter, and has been thrice

illustrious master of the council. He also

belongs to the Findlay Country Club and is

a great lover of the game of golf. He also

belongs to the Court Literary Society and the

First Presbyterian Church. In 1916 he was

elected vice president of his alumni associa-

tion.

Doctor Firmin married for his tirst wife

Miss Bess Andrews, a daughter of H. H. An-

drews, a well known real estate man of

Findlay. Mrs. Firmin died in 1912 leaving

one son, Richard Andrews, who was born

September 11, 1906. In April, 1914, Doctor

Firmin married Blanche Crites, daughter of

William and Ida (Gunsaulus) Crites, of

Findlay, Ohio, and by this union there is one

child, John Crites Firmin, born January 2,

1917.

Donald Franklin Melhorn. For thirty-

five years the name Melhorn has represented

solid ability and high attainments in the pro-

fession of law in Hardin County.

The late Charles M. Melhorn was admitted

to the Ohio bar in 1881, and for several years

was a partner in pi-actice with Judge A. B.

Johnson. From 1885 to 1891 he served as

prosecuting attorney for two terras, and from

1895 until his death in 1902 was judge of the

Common Pleas Court. He died while still

serving on the bench, and is remembered as a

sound lawyer and just judge. His death

occurred November 1, 1902, and his widow is

still living at Kenton.
Donald Franklin Melhorn, a son of the late

Judge Melhorn, was born at Kenton April

28, 1889, was educated in the public schools

and at Oberlin College, and in 1911 gradu-
ated from the literary department of the
University of Michigan and iu 1914 obtained
his degree Jurium Doctor from the same
institution. Ju.st thirty years after his father

had been elected to the same office he was
chosen prosecuting attorney of Hardin
County in the election of November, 1914,
and is still serving in that position. He is a

member of the Hardin County and the Ohio
State Bar Association, is a director in the

Hardin County Athletic As.sociation, is a
member of the Masonic order and in politics

a republican.

Edward Vance Boi'e in the course of

twenty-si.x years of active law practice at

Findlay has found his talents more and more
engaged in corporation work, and his re-

soureefulne.ss as a corporation lawyer has been
put to te.sts in hundreds of important cases

in which he has appeared as one of the leading
counsel. Besides a large geno-al cliciitai'f' Mr.
Bope is general counsel of 1lic 'i'diciln, Mow-
ling CTreen & Southern Trai'timi (omiiany,
and his time is taken up with the legal affairs

of various business organizations.

He was born at Findlay in 1868, .and is of

(ierman stock on his father's side and Scotch-

Irish through his mother. His ancestors

came to America and settled in Virginia in

colonial days and several of his family be-

longed to the patriot organizations of the Sons

and Daughters of the American Revolution.

Mr. Bope is a son of tlie late Col. James A.

Bope, who mari-icil :Martha J. Meeks. His

father made a brilliant record as a soldier

during the Civil war. In 1861 he went to the

front as captain of Company D of the Ninety

ninth Ohio Infantry and was in active service

for four years. After the war he practiced

law at Findlay.

Edward V. Bope attended the public

schools at Findlay and in 1881 entered Ken-

yon College, where he was graduated A. B. in

1885. The following two years were spent in

the law department of the University of

Michigan, where he was graduated with the

class of 1887. He was soon afterward admit-

ted to the Ohio bar and then joined Col. J. A.

Bope, establishing the firm of Bope & Bope
in 1890. J. A. Bope died in 1908. and since

tlii'ii Kilward V. Bope has carried on an

iiHli\ idiial pi-actice. He is a director in the

First National Bank of Findlay. Politically

he is a conservative republican. He is a past
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exalted ruler in the Benevolent and Protective

Order of Elks at Findlay, is a member of the

Findlay Country Club, belongs to the Beta
Theta Society of the University of Michigan,
and the Beta Alpha of Kenyon College, the

Court Literary Sofioty and the Hancock Bar
Associatio]), iln' Sdiis nt' V-eterans, is a thirty-

second degnr Sciitii^li l\ite Mason and a mem-
ber of the Firs' Presbyterian Church.

In 1902 Mr. Bope married Miss Laila E.

Earnest of Fostoria, Ohio. Thev have one

child, James A., born April 20, 1903.

Alice E. Fiser. Specialization is the

order of the age in all occupations and in-

dustries, and notably so in the work which
for so many years has been handled on broad
and generous lines liy tlio physician or doctor.

Some of the .sprrial hi-aiii-li('s have been de-

veloped as distinrtivc silumls of healing, and
none of these has .^itooil the test of experience

and criticism better tlian chiropractic and
mechano-therapy.

It has been as a practitioner along these

lines that Doctor Fiser has been successfully

engaged at Findlay during the past seven

years. Doctor Fi.ser was born on a farm in

Darke County, Ohio, a daughter of Miles and
Harriet (Sutton) Mofford. Her family is of

Welsh and Irish descent. Doctor Fiser at-

tended the common schools in the country, the

Attica High School in Seneca County, and in

1906 graduated from the American College of

Mechano-Therapy at Chicago. She has since

taken post-graduate work in Cleveland and is

also a graduate of the Ohio Institute of

Naturo-Practice.

She opened an office in Findlay, Ohio, and
ha.s since built up a very large practice all

over Hancock County. She is a member of

the State and National Associations of Chiro-

practic and was appointed to the board of

censors of the Ohio College of Chiropractic.

Doctor Fiser is a student in every sense of the

word and has accomplished a great deal of

good in her chosen field and Ls a credit to the

profession she so ably represents. She has

a host of warm friends in Findlay and
vicinity. She is past matron of the Order of

Eastern Star and also belongs to the Rebekah
Lodge. She i.s a member of the First Presby-

terian Chui-ch of Findlay.

Cn.VRLES B. DWIGGINS. Once a farmer boy
and countrv school teacher. Charles B. Dwig-
gins for many years has found success and
fame in the practice of law and is one of the

widely known attorneys of Northwest Ohio.

For nearly thirty years he has been identified

with the Findlaj' bar and he is still practicing

there, entrusted with a large and influential

clientele. His offices are in the Karst Build-

ing.

He was born on a farm in Clinton County,
Ohio, a son of Zimri and Phoebe (Frazer)
Dwiggins. When his services could be spared
from the home farm he attended country
school and at the age of sixteen began teach-

ing. He followed that occuxiation in various

country districts for four years. His higher

literary education was attained during three

years of attendance at Franklin College in

Wilmington, Ohio. At Wilmington also he

began the study of law under Judge A. W.
Doan, and remained with him a year and a

half. He was then admitted to the bar by the

District Court in Clinton County and gained

his first successes as a lawyer at Wilmington.

He practiced three years there with Judge
F. G. Sloan and T. 0. Hildebrandt, with Mel-

ville Hayes one year, and three years with

Telfair Creighton.

Mr. Dwiggins came to Findlay in 1887

during the oil boom, and soon had a gratifying

share of local practice there. He was alone

until 1902, when he formed his partnership

with Tom McConnica, and their relationship

continued until five years ano. siiu-f which

time Mr. Dwiggins has again iiranic'd alone.

Successful in his profession he has given

liberally of his time and means to local affairs.

He served a time on the board of education,

was also,clerk of the board of education, and

has also taken an active part in fraternal

affairs. He has served as exalted ruler of his

home lodge of Elks and as chancellor com-

mander of Lodge No. 400, Knights of Pythias.

Mr. Dwiggins married iliss j\Iary B. Shep-

herd. They are the parents of two sons and

a daughter." Their son Clare Victor Dwiggins

has attained an enviable fame as a cartoonist

and is the author of many popular comics

which have illustrated some of the foremost

metropolitan papers. Some of the originals

of his cartoons are prized possessions of

Mr. Charles B. Dwiggins. He married Bessie

Kinsey of Piedmont, ^Missouri, and they have

two children, Phoebe and Donald. The

daughter is Claudia, now Mrs. C. E. Holo-

peter of Portland, Oregon, and the mother of

one child, Charles. Verne, the younger son,

is an electrician with the Municipal Light &
Power Company of Cleveland. Ohio. He
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married Lena Logan of Bandon, Oregon, and
they have two children, Dick and Tom.

John D. Snvder. Both as a lawyer and
business man John D. Snyder has been a

prominent factor in Hancock County business

affairs during the last quarter of a century.

He is now actively associated in practice at

Findlay with Hiram Van Campen, and with-

out question the firm of John D. Snyder and
Hiram Van Campen stands in the front rank
of corporation and business lawyers in North-
western Ohio.

A native of Ohio, John D. Snyder was born
in 1859, and spent his early life on a farm.
His parents were William and Mary A.
(^wander) Snyder. Both families were of

Swiss origin, the first American ancestors

coming from Canton Berne as early as 1732.

In later generations they served as soldiers

in the American Revolution and in the War
of 1812.

John D. Snyder attended country schools,

and in 1875 entered Heidelberg College at

Tiffin, Ohio. For two years he was out of

school earning means for the continuance of

his education, but he eventually completed the

course and was graduated A. B. with the class

of 1882. On leaving college ilr. Snyder went
to Fargo, North Dakota, and organized with
others the Fargo Evening Post. Selling his

interest in 1883, he spent the following year
reading law in the State of Michigan. He
was admitted to the Michigan bar in the

spring of 1884, but in 1887 located at Fos-

toria, Ohio. In January, 1897, he resigned
his office as city solicitor of Fostoria and en-

tered upon his duties as .judge of the Probate
Court of Hancock County. Since then he has
lived at Findlay and for six years he gave an
exceedingly careful and thorough administra-

tion to the varied responsibilities that came to

him as probate judge. He was elected on the

republican ticket.

After retiring from the office of probate

judge Mr. Snyder practiced alone until 1906,

when he formed his partnership with Mr.
Van Campen. This firm besides much other

corporation work acts as general counsel of

the Central Railway Signal Company. In
1903 Judge Snyder initiated the movement
which resulted in the organization of the

Findlay Publishing Company, the company
taking over the properties of the Morning Re-
publican and the Evening Jeffersonian. He
is now a stockholder in the company and he
was one of the ten men who promoted and

built the Toledo, Fostoria and Findlay Rail-

way between Findlay and Fostoria.

While living in Fostoria Judge Snyder was
elected a member of the board of education
in 1891. He is active in the First Presby-
terian Church of Findlay, being chairman of

the church board for six years. He served
fifteen years as a member of the Board of

Trustees of the Y. M. C. A., six years of that

time as president. In 1885 he married Miss
Rose E. Mussetter of Fostoria, daughter of

Levi D. and Eunice Mussetter. Judge and
Mrs. Snyder have two children, Evelyn and
Marguerite. Evelyn is liow Mrs. Oliver Zoll

of Detroit, Michigan, and has a daughter
Rosemary. Marguerite is Mrs. Rodney Van
Fleet and lives in Toledo, Ohio.

Scott William Mascho. The Independent
Torpedo Company, of which Scott W. Mascho
is secretary, is the largest independent in-

dustry of its kind in America. Much of its

rapid growth and the expansion of its busi-

ness, wliich is in the supplying of nitro-

glycerin products all over the country', and
particularly to the oil districts, has been due
to the business aggressiveness of Mr. Mascho.
He was born at Brookfield in Tioga County,

Pennsylvania, April 1, 1870, a son of John J.

and Frances (Kizer) Mascho. His father was
a Pennsylvania farmer. The son began his

schooling in the district school and when nine

years of age the family removed to McKean
County, Penns>dvauia, and later he was a stu-

dent in the high school at Bolivar, New York.

Mr. Mascho first came to Findlay, Ohio, in

1887. Here 'he was engaged in the nitro-gly-

cerin business with his father and brother-in-

law under the name McCoy & Mascho. Then
for three years he was with the firm of Yoll

& Hecock, for one year was with W. T. Weed
and then for a year conducted a building

supply business. After that he was local man-
ager for the National Supply Company at St.

Marys, Ohio, establishing the bra:nch in that

city.

llr. Mascho at Warren, Indiana, entered the

oil business for himself, being part owner in

the firm of Parker & Mascho. From there he

returned to Findlay and took charge of the

office of the Bradford Glycerin Company. In

1905 he and the late E. Wanamaker organ-

ized the Independent Torpedo Company. In

less than a dozen years this business has been

built up until it surpasses every 'other com-

petitive firm. The company now has branches

at Findlav, Robinson. Illinois: IndeDendencc,
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Kansas, and Tulsa, Oklahoma. Mr. Mascho
married Catherine Lamb, daughter of Jacob
and Catherine Lamb, who wei"e a pioneer

family of Hancock Comity, Ohio, and of

Scotch ancestry. Mr. and Mrs. Mascho lost

their only child, a daughter, Anna Catherine,

who died in infancy. They attend the First

Presbyterian Church and Mr. Mascho in

political matters is independent. He was re-

cently candidate for president of the Findlay

City Council, and was defeated by only

eighty-seven votes. Fraternally he is a _Seot-

tish Rite Mason and is a past eminent com-

mander of the Knights Templar. He also

belongs to the Findlay Country Club.

Justin Brewer has for many years been

prominently identified with banking and
business life in Hardin County, and his range

of interests is not confined to Hardin County.

He was the first president of the Ada Sav-

ings Bank when it was organized on October

3, 1893, with a capital of $25,000. The other

officers were Henry Young, vice president;

and James Bastable, cashier. This bank was
continued under the first organization and
name until July 1, 1900, when it was reorgan-

ized with a national charter under the name
The First National Bank of Ada. It began
with a capital stock of $25,000, but in 1910

the capital was increased to $50,000. A state-

ment in 1917 shows that the capital is

$50,000, surplus $10,000, and undivided
profits about $7,000, while the deposits aggre-

gate approximately $288,000. Mr. Justin

Brewer continued as president of the First

National and has held that office to the pres-

ent time. The other officers are: Ben R.

Connor, vice president ; J. S. McKee, cashier

;

and Howard Bentley, assistant cashier.

These and the other directors are all men of

known business ability, and the bank is one of

the most prosperous institutions of the kind

in Hai'din County.
Mr. Justin Brewer beside his position as

president of the First National Bank of Ada
is a director of the Vinton County National

Bank at McArthur, Ohio; director of the

Alger Savings Bank at Alger, Ohio; ti-eas-

urer of the Ada Telephone Company; a

former trea.surer of the Ada Water, Heat &
Light Company; and was formei-ly a trustee

of the Ohio Northern University. He is a

charter member of the Masonic order and of

the Knights of Pythias, and from 1904 until

1910 he filled the office of county auditor of

He is also one of the men most prominent
in that section of Northwest Ohio as fanners
and stock raisers. He has a fine 300 acre
farm in Hardin County, and he also owns a
5,200 acre ranch known as V-4 ranch in South
Dakota, from which he ships cattle to Hai'din
County to be fattened for the market. At
Ada he erected and owns the Brewer Block,
a two story brick building on a foundation
87 by 90 feet and has a number of other busi-
ness houses and owns the finest residence in
the City of Ada.

Eli.jah T. Dunn. Few members of the
bar or any other profession in Northwestern

'

Ohio who began their active careers more than
half a century ago are still recognized as
forceful figures in their chosen field. An
exception is the case of Elijah T. Dunn, of
Findlay, who earned his first fees while the
Civil war was still in progress, and who many
years ago built up a reputation as one of the
ablest criminal attorneys in Northwest Ohio
and still has a practice in business which in-

dicates that he has lost little of his skill and
proficiency through the weight of years.

A native of Knox County, Ohio, where he
was born June 20, 1840, he has lived to pass
the three-quarter century mark and has
crowded that long lifetime to the full with
worthy activities. His parents were John and
Elizabeth D. Dunn. ThLs is a prominent old
family of Ohio. From the north of Ireland
where the Dunns had their original seat three
brothers came to America in colonial days,
and from each descended a family that can
now be found in many states of the Union.
Mr. Dunn's direct ancestor was Rev. George
Dunn, a pioneer Baptist minister, wliose home
and work were in Marjdand. A grandson of
this pioneer clergyman , was John Dunn,
father of the Findlay lawyer. John Dunn.
who was born in Maryland December 1, 1799,

and died in Wood County, Ohio, March 9,

1851, came with his wife and three children
and his father. George Dunn, in 1826, to Ohio,
locating first in Fairfield County, then in

Knox County, and in 1844 in Wood County.
He was a practical farmer and a man of no
little influence in the early communities
where he made his home. His wife, Elizabeth
Dorothea Bowlman, who was born in Mary-
land January 1, 1808. was the daughter of
Nicholas and Magdalene (Troxel) Bowlman
and was descended from a number of German
families who were noted for their .solid and
thrifty virtues in the states of Mai-yland and
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Pennsylvania. One line of her ancestry was

the Hager family that gave its name to the

old town of Hagerstown, Maryland. Mrs.

John Dunn died in 1883 at the age of seventy-

five. Her children were: Ann, who married

Adam Cosner; Jacob, who married Angeline

Gulp; Joseph, who married Mary Niebel

;

George, who died unman-ied in 1855; Maria,

who became the wife of William Stretcher;

Aaron, who died single ; Samuel, who married

Margaret Bishop; Phebe, who became the

wife of Joseph Hoot; Nathaniel, who died in

1846; Elijah T. ; Mary Magdalene, who died

in 1846; John, who never married; and
Thomas Corwin, who married Emma T.

Lewis.

The old home of the Dunn family in Wood
County was in the district knowm as the

Black Swamp. It was in that pioneer locality

with its many primitive facilities and institu-

tions that Elijah T. Dunn was reared from

the age of four to thirteen. Public schools

in the modern sense did not then exist any-

where within the State of Ohio, and the effi-

ciency of instruction in the subscription

schools dependent entirely upon the character

and ability of the individual teacher who hap-

pened to be employed. Therefore Elijah T.

Dunn received little of the training that mod-

ern boys receive almost as a natural right,

but he was a splendid example of that initia-

tive and original impulse which make
opportunities regardless of obstacles or en-

vironment. From boyhood he was an eager

reader and learner. The opportunity for

a practical education came when he was about

thirteen or fourteen years of age in an ap-

prenticeship at a printing office in Wilming-

ton. He learned the trade according to the

old principles, but of even greater importance

was the knowledge of people and things which

came as part of his training. It has been

well said that one of the besi: universities in

the world is a printing office. Through his

education thus acquired he taught school and
employed all his vacation hours and leisure in

the study of law. He did not pursue his law
studies continuously, since the necessities of

self-support interrupted them frequently, and
eventually he completed his course to the sat-

isfaction of the examiners and was admitted
to the bar at the age of twenty-two on August
2, 1862.

Ever since that year, while the Civil war
was raging, he has been identified with the

Findlay bar, and distinguished himself almost
from the first as a resourceful trial lawyer

and one of the most competent who ever han-

dled a criminal case in Northwest Ohio. The
reputation thus built up on careful and skill-

ful work has persisted to the present time.

In later years his interests became extended
to business aff'airs. He has been one of the

factors in the oil and gas development of

Northwestern Ohio, and served as president

of the Wood & Hancock Oil and Gas Com-
pany' and a director in some of the principal

industries of recent times at Findlay and also

a director in several banks. His recreation

has largely been found on his fine farm sit-

uated a short distance from Findlay. He has

used this farm for the breeding and raising

of fine stock, and has made it a source of

profit as well as pleasure.

Mr. Dunn is a member of Stoker Post of

Grand Army of the Republic, having served

his country during the dark days of the Civil

war. He is a member of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows and a life member of

Findlay Lodge of the Benevolent and Pro-

tective Order of Elks, and is one of the first

members of that Order in Findlay. He and
his wife belong to the Methodist Episcopal

Church. His home is at 302 East Hardin
Street in Findlay.

In January, 1865, Mr. Dunn married Miss

Martha I. Strother. Her father, Anthony
Strother, was one of the early settlers of

Findlay. Three sons were born to their

union: Bernard L., John A. (deceased) and
James C. At the present time Bernard L.

Dunn is actively associated with his father in

law practice at Findlay and thus the prestige

of the senior partner is being continued

through a son of very able attainments.

James C. is also on the official staff".

Marion G. Foster. Some men, on account

of unusual natural ability, get a very early

start in life and are successful when many of

their contemporaries are merely laying the

foundations of success. That is true of

Marion G. Foster, who has been a practicing

lawyer at Findlay for -many years and was

well launched in his career both in the pro-

fession and in public affairs by the time he

reached his legal majority.

He was born near the City of Cleveland

in Cuyahoga County April 25, 1868, a son of

L. L. and Marcia (Clark) Foster. He attended

coimtry schools and the Berea High School for

two years, and was little more than a boy

when he was qualified and given charge of a

country school in Brooklyn Township of
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Cuyahoga County. He remained a teacher

there three years and in 1885 came to Find-
lay and put in two years teaching in Allen
Township of Hancock County. In 1887 Mr.
Foster entered the office of Henry Brown at

Findlay and began the study of law. He was
admitted to the bar at Columbus in 1899. In

the spring of 1890 he was elected clerk of the

City of Findlay and in 1898 was elected its

city solicitor. In 1905 he was elected a member
of the State Legislature. He served as a

capable icprcst'iitative of his constituency in

the b-ishiti\c sessions of 1906 and 1908, and
was a iin'iiiliiM' of the cities and the public

buildings and land committees. He has al-

ways practiced alone, and a large clientage

reposes the utmost confidence in his ability

and counsel. He ha.s his offices in the Karst

Block.

Mr. Foster is a democrat and has served as

chancellor commander of the Knights of

Pythias Lodge No. 400 of Findlay, Ohio, and
as exalted ruler of the Benevolent and Pro-

tective Order of Elks of the same city.

In lineage he is of old Yankee stock. Mr.

Foster married Mary M. Duffield of Hancock
County February 6, 1909. They have two
children, Mary Margaret and William Clark.

John D. Irving. Though he died at Toledo

June 1, 1896, more than twenty years ago,

the late John D. Irving was that type of

citizen whose memory is not forgotten. He
was long prominent in insurance circles, and
the business which he founded and which he

conducted for a number of years was con-

tinued through the dynamic abilit.v of his

wife, Elizal)eth Mansfield Im'ing, and the

Elizabeth Mansfield Irving & Company is- ikju'

one of the leading insurance firms nf tlir rity.

There was an inheritance of ru.uurd New
England virtues in the late John 1). Irving.

His parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Irving. .«pent

their lives at Hampstead, New Hampshire,

where for many years his father served as

postmaster. Jacob Irving was a very active

member of the Congregational Church.

In a home of substantial comfort though

of no luxury, and of high ideals and with

every encouragement to make the best of his

time' and talents, John D. Irving spent his

early years. He was born at Hampstead June
10, 1839. One of his schoolmates in the public

schools of his native town was the late Fred
Eaton of Toledo, who also came from that

section of New Hampshire. John D. Irving

was a resident of Toledo the last twenty years

of his life. For a time he was with the late

T. P. Brown in the fire insurance business,
but the year before his marriage he bought
the business of Mr. Brown and he conducted
it under his own name, John D. Irving. Later
he took a i)artncr and the firm became Irving
& Russell. Still later it was known as John
D. Irving & ('(imi)aiiy. with Mrs. Irving as his

associate. This old firm name was continued
for many years after his death, but in 1909
a change was made to Elizabeth Mansfield
Irving & Ciimpany. Mrs. Irving's son and
daughter i-i)mi)rise the company, though
neither is imw active in the business.

The late Mr. Irving at the time of his death
and for a number of years before had lieen

secretar.y of the Industry Savings & Building
Company of Toledo, and it was due to him
that that was built up as a very profitable

business. Though best known in insurance
and building and loan circles, he was always
ready to do his part in behalf of civic ad-

vancement. In 1877 he was chosen secretar}'

of the Monroe Street Railroad Company. He
served as treasurer of the local board of

underwriters from its organization until his

death.

Mr. Irving had membership in many fra-

ternal societies and was honored with both
state and national offices. He was grand com-
mander of the State of Ohio for the Ancient
Order of United Workmen; was supreme
commander of the Knights and Ladies of the

Golden Rule, and he also held offices in the

Royal Arcanum and the Independent Order
of Foresters. He was long identified with
the First Congregational Church of Toledo.

On December 24. 1877. John D. Irving and
Miss Elizabeth Mansfield \\eri> united in mar-
riage at Hillsdale. Miehiuaii. the late Presi-

dent Durgin of Hillsdale College officiating

at the ceremony. Two children were born,

and after the early death of the father the

mother became both mother and father to

them, encouraging them in every way, and
her pride in their achievements is well .iusti-

fied. The son is John Man^eld Irving, who
was born in Toledo, graduated from the Cen-

tral High School with the class of 1904, then

spent two years assisting his mother in the

insurance business, and followed that with a

four year literary course in the University of

Michigan, where he was graduated Bachelor
of Arts with the class of 1910. For a time he
resumed the insurance business with his

mother at Toledo, but for the past four years
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has been very successful as manager of the

Mira Monte Hotel at Pasadena, California.

The daughter, Margaret Elizabeth Irving,

was also born in Toledo. After graduating

from the Central High School in 1910, she

entered the University of Michigan, taking

the same course as her brother and graduating

from university in 1914, and is a teacher

of public speaking in the Iowa State College

at Ames, Iowa. She is treasurer of the

National Speech Arts Association, of which
she has been a member for several years. She

is a member of the First Congregational

Church, of the Woman's Relief Corps and of

the Kappa Alpha Theta college sorority.

Elizabeth Mansfield Irving, one of the

few really successful women in the field of

insurance in Northwest Ohio, and head of the

Elizabeth Mansfield Irving & Company of

Toledo, was born near the village of West-

moreland, then called Hampton, about eleven

miles west of Utica, New York. Her parents

were Joseph Lafayette and Maria Louise

(Weaver) Mansfield, who subsequently re-

moved to Hillsdale, Michigan. Mrs. Irving

received her education in the common schools

of New York State, later attended Hillsdale

College at Hillsdale, Michigan, and then en-

tered the National School of Oratory in Phila-

delphia, Pennsylvania, which awarded her the

degree of Master of Elocution.

Mrs. Irving is one of the most widely

known women of Ohio. She has talents and

abilities that have distinguished her in several

fields, not alone in the business which she has

so successfully carried on in Toledo since her

husband's death. She is an accomplished

speaker and elocutioni.st. Since its organiza-

tion in 1908 she has been a member and on

the board of the Toledo Woman's Associa-

tion. She belongs to the Sorosis Club, the

Daughters of the American Revolution, the

Woman's Relief Corps, the Ladies Literary

League, and has held vai-ious otBces. including

that of president in 1915, in the Toledo Un-
derwriters Association.

For a number of years she has been recog-

nized as one of the foremost teachers of elocu-

tion, oratory and dramatic art. Her services

as an entertainer have been recognized and
appreciated not alone in Northwestern Ohio
but all over the country. She has recited

at many of the national and state meetings
of the Grand Army and Woman's Relief

Corps. Many times have the old soldiers

been entertained by her. She has been on the

program at the national reunions of the Army
of the Cumberland, the Army of the Potomac,
and the Army of the Tennessee, has appeared
many times in the state reunions of the
Grand Army of the Republic, and also in the
national reunions of that organization. She
is one of the charter members of the National
Speech Arts Association, and has held every
office except that of president. Mrs. Irving
is a member of the First Congregational
Church of Toledo.

Louis Frese, president of the First Na-
tional Bank of Elmore, is an exemplification

of the predominance of the self-made man
and of the truth of the adage that it is not
tliose who have, but those who gain, a compe-
tence that attain distinction in life. During
a period of half a century he has been con-

nected with the business and financial affairs

of Elmore and his name has been identified

wdth many of the enterprises which have
brought prestige and prominence to this thriv-

ing and prosperous little city of Ottawa
County. In the meantime he has been gener-

ous in contributing his labors and abilities

to the public welfare and in a number of

public offices has displayed his ideals of citi-

zen.ship as well as his capacity for executive

duties.

Mr. Frese was born in Hanover, Germany,
June 13, 1838, and is a son of John Henry
and Louisa (Heilbrun) Frese. He was three

years of age when brought to the United
States, his father settling on a farm in San-
duskj' County, Ohio, in which vicinity Louis

Frese received hi.s early education. Later he

attended the public schools of Toledo, and in

that city his career was started in a furniture

factory, in which he worked for six years.

Mr. Frese came to Elmore in 1865 and here

joined C. H. Damschroeder in founding a

general mei-chandise business, which was eon-

ducted for many years under the style of

C. H. Damschroeder & Co. As his holdings

increased, he turned his attention to other

enterprises and branched out into other fields

of endeavor. In 1888 he became the pro-

prietor of a sawmill business, which he con-

ducted successfully for fifteen yeai-s, and
March 5, 1903, became the founder and organ-

izer of the First National Bank of Elmore,

which began business June 7th of that year.

He has continued to be president of this insti-

tution since its inception, the vice president

being J. G. Steinkamp and the cashier H. W.
Nieman. The capital of the bank at this time
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is $25,000, its surplus $12,500, and its deposits

$355,000, and the concern owns its own bank-
ing: house, a two-story brick structure, 20 by 60

feet, with offices on the second floor. The
officers remain the same as at the organization,

with the exception that E. H. Meyer has be-

come assistant rasliici'. Mr. Frese is a director

of the Multiplex Concrete Machinery Com-
pany of Elmore. Fertile in resource, every
undertaking with which he has been con-

nected has been prosecuted with a zeal and
energy which have merited and attained suc-

cess. During the twelve years that Mr. Frese
served as a member of the Elmore City Coun-
cil he had a hand in the numerous civic

improvements which have added to the city's

growth and prosperity. He served also as a

member of the school board for two terms
and as township treasurer for a like period,

and his public record is one that reflects credit

upon his name and his abilities.

ilrs. Frese was before her marriage Miss
Eliza A. Luckey, of Elmore, daughter of Dr.

George W. Luckey, an early physician of this

city. Seven children have been born to Mr.
and Mrs. Frese: Harry, of Casey, Illinois,

engaged in the oil business, married Miss
Hattie Caris and has one son, Louis; Miss
Jennie, who resides with her parents ; Frank,
who is a traveling salesman with headquarters

at Dayton. Ohio; George L., a veterinary

surgeon of Toledo, who married Anna Koehr-
man ; Ida L., who resides in New York;
Charles, assistant cashier of the Ohio Savings

& Trust Company of Toledo, and Louis C,
who is engaged in the real estate busine.ss at

Denver, Colorado. For twenty years Louis
Frese has been a member of the Odd Fellows,

both lodge and encampment, and is past noble

grand in that order.

W. A: Norton. For more than half a cen-

tury a resident of Kenton, where he grew up
from early youth, where he was the first male
graduate of the Kenton public schools, W. A.
Norton has had a notable career in banking
and in larger business affairs.

He was born at Marseilles in "Wyandot
County, Ohio, December 17, 1852, the only
son of Anson and Rachel (Hooker) Norton.
His first American ancestor was Thomas
Norton of Guilford, England, who brought
his family to America in 1639. Mr. Norton's
great-grandfather was Joel Norton, while the

grandfather, Anson Norton. Sr., married
Lucretia Woodruff, a daughter of David
Woodruff and descended from Matthew

Woodruff one of the early colonists of

America.
Anson Norton, father of the Kenton

banker, was born at Sharon in Litchfield

County, Connecticut, in May, 1828. When
nine years of age he was taken to Livingston
County, New York, and in 1847 he located at

Marseilles, Ohio. Daring the gi-eater part of

his active career he was a merchant, and in

1864 brought his family to Kenton where he
conducted a store for a time, but was finally

in the business of buying wool and in han-
dling insurance. The death of this honored
old citizen oocurred February 14, 1903. On
February 5, 1852, at Marseilles he married
Rachel Hooker. Her parents were Henson
and Susanah (Young) Hooker, and her
maternal great-grandfather, George Young,
served in the Revolutionary anmy from his

native state of Maryland, and lived to be one
hundred and six years of age, his body being
laid to rest at Marseilles, Ohio. Mr. W. A.
Norton had four sisters: Emma C, who mar-
ried Henry J. Miller of Kenton ; Mary A.,

wife of B.'F. Schultz of Kenton; Louie" Beli,

who died in Febriiary, 1891, as the wife of

Elmer E. Gear, leaving a son Anson William
Gear, who is employed in the Kenton Savings
Bank; and Maud, who died when two years
of age.

Mr. W. A. Norton first began attending
school at his native village of Marseilles and
continued his education in the Kenton public

schools until gi-aduating in 1871. During
the next seven years he gained valuable busi-

ness experience as clerk and assistant to his

father in the dry goods store, and then on
July 15, 1878, nearly forty years ago. entered
banking, the field in which his abilities have
had such wide scope and usefulness. His
first service was' as as.sistant cashier of the

Kenton Savings Bank. In 1886 he was pro-

moted to cashier and since 1905 has been
president of this old and solid institution.

In the meantime his judgment and energies

have entered in as vital factors with the

organization and development of many of

Hardin County's principal business affairs.

He was one of the organizers and since or-

ganization has been trea.surer of the Home
Savings and Loan Company. He is a former
president of the Kenton Gas and Electric

Company, which is now the Hardin and
Wyandot Counties Gas and Electric Com-
pany. He was one of the organizers and is

president of the Kenton Telephone Company.
In 1912 he became activelv concerned in the
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establishment of the Keuton Hardware Com-
pany, of which he is a director, vice president

and* treasurer, and this is an extensive con-

cern employing a capital of $100,000. Mr.

Norton is a trustee of the Kenton Public

Library, and in the way of public service was
for nine years a trustee of the waterworks

board, and has also served ou the boai'd of

public service.

He is an active republican, though not a

politician, and is both a York and Scottish

Rite Mason. On December 5, 1905, at Colum-
bus he married Mrs. Lula Carpenter, widow
of Eugene G. Carpenter, formerly of Colum-
bus, Ohio, and a daughter of Joseph McCor-
miek of Mount Vernon, Ohio.

Kenton Savings Bank. The Kenton Sav-

ings Bank is the oldest banking institution of

Hardin County, and has had a prosperous

existence of more than forty years. It was
incorporated September 23, 1875, under the

laws of Ohio with a capital stock of $50,000.

In 1886 the capital was increased to $100,000,

and later increased to $150,000. An interest-

ing part of the record is that it has paid a

dividend to stockholders every year since its

incorporation, and besides accumulated a

surplus fund of $75,000.

The incorporators of the bank were Lewis
Merriman, W. M. Chesney, John Saylor, J. S.

Robinson, William Moore, Asher Letson, Ed-
mund Carey, Clemens Lopker, Sr., and Sam-
uel Haynes. The first officers were: Lewis
Merriman, president; J. S. Robinson, vice

president; Solomon Kraner, cashier; W. S.

Robinson, assistant cashier. Mr. Merriman
soon resigned the presidency, and W. M.
Chesney was his successor until January,
1882, when Mr. Merriman again became presi-

dent and held that position until his death
November 23, 1905. Since that time the
president has been W. A. Norton. Mr. Nor-
ton had entered the sei-viee of the bank as

assistant cashier succeeding W. S. Robinson
on July 15, 1878. and in 1886 became cashier.

He was succeeded in the post of cashier by
C. L. Merriman. A number of the best

known business men and citizens of Kenton
and Hardin County has at various times been
closely connected with this institution as

stockholders, directors and officers.

The Kenton Savings Bank has had one
location .since January 1, 1877, a period of
more than forty years. At that date the
bank removed to the northeast corner of
Detroit and Columbus streets, occupying the

"Bank Block" which had been erected sev-

eral years before by the old Bank of Ex-
change and Deposits, an institution which
failed in 1874.

The present officers and directors of the

Kenton Savings Bank are as follows: Presi-

dent, W. A. Norton ; vice president, James
W. Dougherty; cashier, C. L. Merriman;
assistant cashier, F. C. Handenschild ; second
assistant cashier, C. A. Willeke. The direc-

tors are : Charles H. Shanafelt, William A.
Norton, A. G. Merriman, James W. Dough-
ertv, J. C. Miller, D. H. Wagner, and C. B.

Fink.

Frank Miller. As superintendent of the

State Fish Hatchery at Put-in-Bay, Frank
Miller has a place of special prominence in

Ohio and through his connection with this in-

stitution and in other ways has done much to

build up and maintain the great tish industry
along the shores of Lake Erie. He has lived

practically all his life on Put-in-Bay, has

followed farming on the island, was also con-

nected with the fishing industry for a number
of years, in a private capacity, and his career

reflects high honor upon his attainments.

He was born on East Point, South Bass
Island, September 1, 1862. Frank Miller,

grew upon his father's farm on South Bass
Island, and was a practical farmer until he

entered the fishing industry, which he fol-

lowed along the shores of Lake Erie for ten

yeans. He has also had experience in the hotel

business, and was manager of the Put-in Bay
House up to 1901. a period of eleven years.

He then entered the employ of the state gov-

ernment as foreman in the State Fish Hatch-
ery, then located at Sandusky. A few years

later this was removed to Lakeside, and Mr.
Miller became its superintendent. In 1907

the hatchery was removed to its present site

on Put-in-Bay. The first structure erected

for the fish hatchery at Put-in-Bay was a

frame building, which was burned May 30,

1914. It has been replaced by a substantial

and permanent brick .structure.

Fraternally Mr. Miller is a Ma.son.

Elmer E. Tompkins, M. D., was born in

Seneca County, Ohio, in 1851. His father,

John Tompkins, was of Yankee stock and a

native of Canandaigua County, New York.

In 1877 he came to Fulton County, Ohio,

and during the next year farmed and also

pursued his medical studies. He attended

medical lectures in Cincinnati, Ohio, and
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afterward did post-graduate work in Indian-

apolis, Indiana.
In 1879 he located in Richfield Center and

began the general practice of medicine. He
built up a large clientage which he main-

tained until he retired from active practice

several .years ago.

Doctor Tompkins married Miss Mary Wil-

son of Fulton County, Ohio, in 1879. Four
children were born to their union : Jessie is

the wife of John Bartholomew of Riga, Mich-

igan, and the mother of four children: Oren,

Carl, Ruth and Emily; Frank, who is en-

gaged- in farming near Metamora in Fulton
County, married for his first wife Vanessa
Tucker of Berkey, Ohio, and after her death

he married Ruby Dings of Riga, Michigan.

They have a daughter, Vanes.sa. Opal was
the third of the doctor's family and died at

the age of four years. Carroll is the young-
est of the family and is engaged upon his

father's farm, having taken a two years

course in agi'iculture at Ohio State Uni-

versity. The mother of these children died

in 1904.

In Adrian, Michigan, Doctor Tompkins
married for his .second wife Mrs. Mary E.

Rowe of Sylvania, Ohio. Mrs. Rowe was born
in Mercer, Pennsylvania. Her father. Rev.

Joseph W. Torrence, was a minister of the

Presbyterian faith, spent seven years in a

pastorate in Toledo, later having charge at

Ripley and Seven Mile in Ohio, and other

places. He finally retired at Sylvania, Ohio,

where he died.

Mrs. Rowe had two sons, Lewis William
Rowe and Charles Laird Rowe. Both are

graduates of Purdue University. The former
is connected with Parke, Davis & Company
of Detroit, Michigan, while the latter is with

the firm of Libby, McNeill & Libby of Chicago,

Illinois.

Having retired from active practice in

1908, Doctor Tompkins and family moved to

a farm of eighty acres one-half mile east from
Richfield Center. He had bought that place

many years previously. At the present writ-

ing they are engaged in general agriculture,

though .some special attention is paid to dairy-

ing and the feeding of livestock. Doctor
Tompkins was probably tlw first to advocate

the growing of alfalfa in this section of Ohio.

For many years it was sui)p<).sc(l that alfalfa

was not an Ohio crop. But with the soil

abounding in fertility, together with thorough
underdrainage, they have succeeded in get-

ting splendid stands of this western forage

crop, and their example has been followed

so generally that alfalfa is now one of the

principal hay crops in Lucas County.
Doctor Tompkins believes that farmers'

sons should receive a thorough preparation
for farm work. Wlien they have completed
their course or have served their apprentice-

ship he believes the sons sliould be given a

chance to demonstrate in a practical way the

value of their ideas and methods. This he
thinks will largely solve the problem of keep-

ing the country boys on the farm. While a

number of farmers have sent their boys away
to scientific and technical schools, only a few
of them are willing to entrust the manage-
ment of the farm to the agricultural college

graduate. Hence the boy either has to sur-

render his newly acquired fund of ideas and
adapt himself to the old routine of his father,

or else leave home and seek emploj'ment

elsewhere.

Alexander Johnson. In the few years he

has been identified with the bar of Port

Clinton Alexander Johnson has shown quali-

fications and capabilities which are the earnest

of a highly successful career. He already has

a promising and profitable practice in the city

where he has spent all his life.

Born in Port Clinton August 13, 1890, he

is a son of Peter C. and Anna (JeiLsen)

Johnson. His father was a contractor and

builder, and came to Ottawa County shortly

after the close of the Civil war. Beginning at

the bottom, as a workman rather than as an

artisan, he gradually made his way to a posi-

tion of as.sured prosperity. He was an expert

in concrete and stone masonry, and did much
of the brick and general foundation construc-

tion on many of the buildings in this part of

the county.
' He also served for many years

as a member of the city council of Port

Clinton.

Alexander Johnson graduated from the

Port Clinton High School, and then entered

the University oi" Ohio at Columbus, where he

completed his course in the law department

and was graduated LL. B. in 1912. He has

since been one of the busy young lawyers at

Port Clinton.

Fred W. Burggr.\f. Of those families that

have been most closely identified with the

development of the Bass Island around the

bay shore of Put-in-Bay the Burggrafs have
been very prominent, both in point of time of

settlement there and also because of their
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varied activities as farmers, business men
and capable and straightforward citizens.

South Bass Island has been the home of

Fred W. Burggraf since infancy. He is now
living retired at Put-in-Bay, and that thriv-

ing little resort village knows him in many
capacities as a useful citizen and trusted

oflScial.

He was born near Sandusky, Ohio, No-
vember 21, 1856. He possesses a very old

name in Germany, and the Burggraf ancestry

has been traced back authentically to the year
1350. In the earlier generations the famUy
was connected by relationship with the

Hohenzollerns, the present ruling house of the

German Empire.
Mr. Burggraf 's parents were Mathias and

Maiy (Kueckle) Burggraf, both of whom
came from Freiburg, Baden, Germany.
Mathias Burggraf was a participant in the

revolutionary uprising in 18-18, and like many
of the best class of German citizens who were
factors in that revolution he had to exile him-

self from his native land and about 1849 he

arrived in the United States. From his earn-

ings as a laborer on the Erie Canal he saved

enough to pay for the passage of his family,

who had remained behind, and they joined

him about two years after his coming. From
New York State the family came on to San-

dusky, and for a time lived on the farm of

General Lindsay, about seven miles west of

that city in Erie County. They also spent

a couple of years on Kelley's Island, and in

1857, when Fred Burggraf was eight months
of age, they located on South Bass Island.

That was a very early date in the develop-

ment of these islands for any other purpose
beyond serving as headquarters for fishermen.

Only three or four prominent houses stood on

the island when the Burggraf family came.

They located on a tract of wild land at East

Point. This land had to be cleared, and as

the family were poor they had no horses or

oxen at first, and they eked out a very slender

living. Later the father bought an ox team
and these patient animals responded to the

names '

' Buck '

' and '

' Bright.
'

' Fred Burggraf
would never forget those names as long as he
lived, since as a boy he trudged many weary
days alongside the oxen as they drew the

plow through the furrows of the landscape.
While growing up on the island he attended

the common schools, but only four months
each winter, and altogether for about four
years. At the end of his schooling he took an
examination and secured a certificate wliich

enabled him to take charge of a school room,
and for seven years he was engaged in that

vocation, and is pleasantly remembered by a

number of his old pupils. Since then he has
given his time and energies to farming and
to the management of various other proper-
ties, and he now receives a sufficient income for

all his needs from some property he owns in

the Town of Put-in-Bay.

Mr. Burggraf "s brothers and sisters, two of

whom were older than himself, were : Caro-
lina, ]\Irs. Fred Bretz, of Middle Bass Island

;

Mathias, who owns a vineyard at East Point
on South Bass Island; Henry, a vineyardist

at East Point.

In 1884 Mr. Burggraf married Miss Her-
mine Marf, a native of Switzerland. Politi-

cally Mr. Burggraf is a republican and has

been quite active in local politics and local

affairs. For nine years he held the office of

.iustice of the peace, was mayor of Put-in-Bay
for two terms, and for the past sixteen years

has capably administered the duties of town
clerk, an office he still holds. He is affiliated

fraternallv with the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows.

Louis Deisler. Any community would be

the better for the presence of such a live, pub-
lic spirited and aggressive citizen as Louis

Deisler, who has been identified with Put-in-

Bay for more than forty years. Mr. Deisler

is a man of positive convictions, puts his senti-

ments into unmistakable language, and his

words are usually followed bj' actions. On
that account it is not difficult to trace his

influence in this part of Ohio. His individual

enterprise has counted for much, and his gen-

erous contributions and influence even more
for the upbuilding of that locality.

He was bom at Columbus, Ohio, April 22,

1858, a son of Michael Deisler. He had very

little education so far as schools were con-

cerned, and when ten or twelve years of age

began earning his own way as a newsboy and
bootblack in Columbus. From that unpropi-

tious start he has made a steady advance to

larger success in business affairs, and at the

same time has gained a variety of experience

.siich as to constitute one of the satisfactions

of life.

At the age of eighteen Mr. Deisler joined

the Fells Brothers circus, and for years he

was identified with traveling circuses, carnival

companies and other entertainment enter-

prises, and in the course of such work has

traveled over practieallv everv state of the
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Union and has visited nearly every city and
town of importance.

His first acquaintance with Put-in-Bay be-

gan in 1884. In 1888 Mr. Deisler established

the first bathhouse in that resort. More than

any other individual he has been responsible

for the improvement of this feature of the

summei' resort privileges at Put-in-Bay. For
upwards of thirty years Mr. Deisler has spent

his summers at Put-in-Bay, though he con-

tinued actively traveling with circus com-

panies and other organizations until 1901.

For the past fifteen years he has traveled for

pleasure during the winter time.

His first bathhouse in Put-in-Bay contained

only six rooms, and it was located on a leased

beach. Later he bought his present beach,

and built an improved house and replaced

tlxat later with the magnificent bathhouse;

that is now associated with his name. This

contains 350 rooms, and many of its improve-

ments and facilities are the direct product of

Mr. Deisler 's studious- mind and experience.

He worked out many ideas, particularly those

relating to fitting suits and arrangement of

bathhouse interior, and a number of these

ideas have since been copied and introduced

into modern bathhouses in prominent resorts

of the country. One feature of his record

is unique as a bathhouse proprietor. In all

the twenty-nine seasons he has been in busi-

ness there has never been a serious accident,

no drowning, and no robbery.

Mr. Deisler has branched out into various

other enterprises at Put-in-Bay. Adjoining

his bathhouse is a large pavilion with facili-

ties for bowling and refreshment stand. He
owns a large amount of property both at Put-

in-Bay and in the City of Columbus. With
one exception Mr. Deisler now ranks as the

oldest business man in continuous relationship

with Put-in-Bay.

In 1884 he married Miss Emma Bookmiller

of Chillicothe, Ohio. Mrs. Deisler died in

California, January 16, 1916. In polities Mr.

Deisler is a democrat. He has served as judge

and clerk of elections at Put-in-Bay and in the

same capacity at Columbus. He has been an
active member of the local board of trade.

Many thousands of dollars have been spent

by Mr. Deisler in private and public enter-

prise for the promotion of Put-in-Bay inter-

ests. He has always been a booster, and was
by far the largest contributor to the Perry
Memorial Fund among the residents of the

island, giving $1,750 to that cause. In the

course of his long business experience Mr.

Deisler has conducted saloons. Now he is

aligned with the active workers for the aboli-

tion of the liquoi- traffic. That is not due so

much to personal temperance principles as to

the fact that he has been convinced from
experience in this and other resorts that the

patronage most valuable in the long run and
most productive of iDcrmanent benefit to any
locality that sets up as a resort is that dra\\Ti

to places where bars are prohibited. In re-

ligion Mr. Deisler is a Catholic.

David W. Steiner, M. D. For thirty

years the name Steiner has stood for the best

in civic ideals and the highest attainments in

the field of medicine in Lima and from that

city the professional reputation of the

Steiner brothers has extended widely over

Northwest Ohio.

Especially do the people of this community
remember with gratitude the unselfish life

and service of the late Dr. David W. Steiner,

who was the oldest of the Steiner brothers

and the first to locate in practice at Lima.

His was an ideal combination of professional

skill with those qualities of the heart and
mind which in every age have been pro-

nounced as the first and foremost characteris-

tics of the true gentleman.
David W. Steiner was born near Bluifton,

Ohio, a son of Rev. Isaac and Mary Paulina
(Rothen) Steiner. He came of a family of

ministers. His maternal grandfather was
Rev. David Rothen. His father. Rev. Isaac

Steiner, spent the best years of his life as a

minister of the Church of God. He also

owned a fann in Putnam County, having
provided that as a suitable environment for

his growing children.

As a boy Dr. David W. Steiner had the

advantages of the district schools. Entering
the Ohio Northern University, he took the

degree Master of Arts in 1880. Seldom has a

young man inade a better choice of a pro-

fession than when David W. Steiner deter-

mined to become a physician. He pursued
his .studies in the medical department of the

Univei"sity of Michigan, where he was gradu-
ated in 1883. He remained with that institu-

tion until 1886 as assistant professor of phy-
siology and also as an interne in the Uni-
versity Hospital. Thus when he began
practice it M^as with an experience and train-

ing such as few doctors of that time had.

On January 10, 1887, he located at Lima.
His professional novitiate was short, since

his qualifications were quickly recognized.
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In 1897 his younger brother, Dr. Isaac Frank-

lin Steiner, became associated with him and
in 1901 the firm was given another addition

in the person of Dr. Oliver S. Steiner, of

whom mention is found elsewhere in this

work. In 1903 the brothers put up the tine

four-story office building at 123 North Eliza-

beth Street, and the offices of Doctoi-s Steiner

have ever since occupied the first door.

Dr. David W. Steiner sei-ved for a number
of years as consulting physician at the Lima
Hospital. He was medical examiner for a

number of the old line life insurance com-

panies and was long active in the Allen

County, Ohio State and Northwestern Medi-

cal societies and the American Medical

Association.

At the time of his death on December 27,

1913, he stood without a question at the head

of the profession in Lima, whether considered

as a physician or .surgeon. He never married,

devoted himself heart and soul to his profes-

sion, was a lover of children, and expressed

that affection which most men show to their

own family by doing good to a host of people,

whether patients or merely in the relation-

ship of neighbors in one community. It is

doubtful if the community at Lima has ever

felt a sense of greater loss in the death of any
one citizen than when Dr. David W. Steiner

passed from among the living. His chief

diversion was horsemanship. He always took

a great delight in horses and drove a beauti-

ful pair. The automobile apparently had no
power to win him from his love of good horse-

flesh.

Olivee S. Stkiner, M. D. Junior member
of the firm of Doctors Steiner at Lima, Oliver

S. Steiner was born near Bluffton, Ohio,

January 21, 1874, and is a brother of the late

Dr. David W. Steiner, whose life and work
have been briefly sketched on other pages.

In that article will be found reference to the

parentage and family of Dr. Oliver Steiner.

Dr. Oliver Steiner attended public schools,

Findlay College, and the University of

Wooster, where he was graduated in 1897
with the degree Bachelor of Philosophy.

Entering the medical department of the Uni-
versity of Michigan he completed his course
there and received the degree Doctor of Medi-
cine in 1901. Since then he has been steadily

in practice at Lima.
In 1904 he was appointed surgeon of the

Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton Railway
Company. In 1905 he was elected coroner of

Allen County, served three years, and has the

distinction of being the only republican who
ever was chosen by popular vote to that office

in the county. Doctor Steiner is examiner
for a number of life insurance companies, is

a member of the board of trustees of the Dis-

trict Tuberculosis Ho.spital located at Lima,
is consulting surgeon to Lima Hospital, and
is a member of Allen County, Northwestern
Ohio, Ohio State, Northern Tri-State socie-

ties; the Amei'ican Medical Association, and
the Association of American Railway Sur-
geons. He is also a member of the Knights of

Pythias.

Doctor Steiner was married December 11,

1907, to Miss Belle Crew Folsom, who was
born, reared and educated at Lima. They
have two children, Mai*y Jane and Helen
Pauline.

C.\RL E. RuH. Some of the finest wines ever

made from Ba?s Island gi-apes have been
manufactured by members of the Ruh family.

A great many people in that section of Ot-

tawa County recall the late Anton Ruh, who
came from Baden, Germany, about 1873. In

the old country he had lived on a small farm
but was a brewer by trade. On arriving at

Put-in-Bay he entered the service of the Pixt-

in-Bay Wine Company, and for ten years

superintended their wine cellar and their

vineyards.

Leaving their service he bought fourteen

acres on the east shore of the island, and set

up in business for himself. He planted liis

land in grapes, and began manufacture of

wine on a small scale. For several years most
of his crop was sold as surplus grapes. He
knew to an eminent degree the art of extract-

ing the flavor of the grapes and converting

it into the choice&'t vintage, and his pure wines

soon had a reputation that brought him a

continued increase of business from year to

year. He never catered to the regular mar-

ket, but had his private customers, who were

willing to take all the wines he could make.

About 1891 Anton Ruh bought an additional

thirteen acres of land and had that set out

in vineyard. Anton Ruh died at the age of

sixty-eight.

Carl E. Ruh, who far a number of years

has likewise figured a.s a vineyardist and

wine maker at Put-in-Bay, was born in Baden,

Germany, in 1872, and is a stepson of the late

Anton Ruh. His own father died in Germany
soon after his birth, and the widowed mother,

Marv Catlierine Fister, lirought her family to
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the United States, locating on the Bass Island,

where she subsequently married Anton Ruh.
She survived her second husband eight years,

and was also sixty-eight when she died. Her
children by the second marriage were: Her-
mann H., who lives in California; Emil, who
is growing grapes on the original homestead
of Anton Ruh, and by his marriage to the

daughter of Rudolph JPiefield of North Bass

Island has a son, Howard Rudolph.
As soon as Carl E. Ruh had sufificient

strength he began helping his stepfather in the

vineyard antl in the wine cellar, but after-

wards he left home and learned the plasterer's

trade at Columbus. He followed that trade

for several years. After the death of Anton
Ruh he returned home and aided in the work
of the vineyard and the wine cellar. He had
acquired the art of wine making from Anton
Ruh, and has always kept up the same high

.standards of the product familiarly known
to a select trade under the Ruh name. After
the death of his mother he acquired the owner-
ship of the second vineyard planted by Anton
Ruh, and has since made that his home. Most
of this land is within the corporate limits of

Put-in-Bay, his own house being just on the

town line. In years past Mr. Ruh has also

engaged to some extent in fishing, but he now
confines his work to the care of his vineyard
and his wine cellar. He is a republican voter

and a member of both the subordinate and
encampment dc<:;rcos of Odd Fellnw.ship.

He marri.'d .Miss Kal^ Oross. Sh.. is of old

French stork, the name beiiii;- spell. •(! Le Gross
in France. Her father, Joseph (iross, came
to Put-in-Bay during the '80s from Alsace.

Mr. and Mrs. Ruh have three children : Rupert
AValter, Eloise and Ru.ssell Erie.

William Tell Agerter. For more than
thirty years one of the most prominent indus-

tries of Lima has been the locomotive works,

now conducted under the name Lima Locomo-
tive Corporation, but formerly known, at the

beginning, as the Lima Machine Company,
and later as the Lima Locomotive and Ma-
chine Company.

This business was established about 1869,

with a plant on East Market Street, for the

manufacture of general sawmill machinery.
Up to that time the work of logging had been
largely carried on by the old familiar proc-

esses which had prevailed in the lumber woods
for a generation or more. After being cut
the logs were carried to the mills over ice

and snow-covered runways, and down the

streams during the freshet period in the early

spring. The founders of the Lima Machine
Company undertook to develop a type of log-

ging locomotive, one that would work on a

cheap tram-road, to haul logs from the woods
and obviate the many disadvantages of. the

prevailing method. The first locomotive of

this type constructed at Lima was built and
shipped in 1879 and sent to a lumberman
in Northern Michigan. It was what is known
as "direct acting locomotive," but about 1880
the company brought out the Shay geared
locomotive, named after its inventor. This
has been one of the principal types of loco-

motives manufactured at Lima since then,

and it is still the only all-around successful

geared locomotive on the market, and a num-
ber of the type are employed by some of the

large railway systems on their mountain di-

visions.

In 1902 the plant of the locomotive works
was moved to a site between the Cincinnati,

Hamilton & Dayton, the Lake Erie & Western
and the Erie railroads, with switching facili-

ties connecting all three lines. As developed
during the past thirty years the Lima Loco-
motive Corporation is a complete locomotive
plant, and comprises very extensive grounds
and buildings, including power house, engine
room, foundry, machine shop and erecting

shop, boiler shop, blacksmith shop, mill build-

ing, pattern storage building and a large,

seven-story office building of reinforced con-

crete and brick.

The plant is equipped with the most mod-
ern and up-to-date locomotive building tools

and appliances and is designed with a view
of competing with the largest locomotive
builders in the country. It has a capacity

of from seven to eight locomotives a week,
and it is one of the very largest independent
locomotive plants in the United States. It

is an industry with a world-wide market, and
the company's locomotives can be found in

Australia, England, Soufli America, Central
America, China, British Columbia, Japan,
Alaska, all parts of Canada and Mexico, and
many of the larger islands of the sea as well

as in practically all the states in the Union.
The annvial sales of the company have for

several years aggregated more than $.3,000,000.

The company has manufactured some of
the largest locomotive engines employed for

switching and regular service by the railway
systems of the South, the West and Bast.
In fact, the company manufacturers all classes

of locomotives, from the smallest mining and
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plaatation engine to the largest freight and
passenger locomotives. It also manufactures
the Lima steam-storage locomotive, adapted
for use around industrial plants and mills

where absolute safety as to fire is desired,

and also the special Shay geared locomotive

which long ago demonstrated its adaptability

as a mountain climber and for steep grades
and sharp curves. The company has the dis-

tinction of having brought out the first prac-

tical American design of the fireless engine,

knowTi as the steam-storage locomotive, which
has no firebox, but has its tank charged with
steam from a central generating station, oper-

ating under low pressure, and capable of

working one charge from two to ten hours.

William Tell Agerter was one of the oldest

officials connected with this conspicuous in-

dustrial organization of Northern Ohio,

but disposed of his interest in the company
in December, 191.5. He was born October
16, 1859, in Wyandotte County, Ohio, a son

of John and Dorothy E. (Hottle) Agerter.

His father was a ci\al engineer and the son
probably inherited some of his mechanical
talent. He acquired a public school educa-
tion at Upper Sandusky and from a business

college and in January, 1881, came to Lima
and became a bookkeeper with the Lima Ma-
chine Works, a corporation which at that

time was building the original type of logging
locomotives. In 1884 he became secretary and
treasurer of the Lima Locomotive Works, as

then reorganized, and was made secretary and
treasurer when the company's name was
changed to the Lima Locomotive Corporation.

Mr. Agerter is also a director of the old

National Bank, is president of the Woodland
Cemetery, is a director in the Citizens Loan
& Building Association, and is president of
the A-C-W Realty Company. For a number
of years he served as a member of the Lima
Board of Education, and was one of the origi-

nal members of the old Lima Progressive

Association, now the Chamber of Commerce.
He also belongs to the Lima and Shawnee
clubs, and is affiliated with the Knights of

Pythias and the Benevolent and Protective

Order of Elks.

Mr. Agerter married Carlotta Disman. Her
father, George W. Disman, was one of Lima's
pioneers in the iron and machinery industr\-,

and was prominently identified with the origi-

nal Lima Machine W^orks. To their marriage
have been born two children: Rose E. and
William Tell, Jr.

John Wilbur Roby is not only a man of

high social standing and literary attainments

but a lawyer of sound judgment and breadth
of view. Since 1895 he has practiced at the

Lima bar with much success and honor to him-
self and his profession and his high standing
in the estimation of his fellow-practitioners

is indicated by the fact that for the past ten

years he has been president of the Allen
County Bar Association.

Mr. Roby was born at Delphos, Allen
County, Ohio, January 8, 1868, and is a son of

John and Martha M. (Searing) Roby. His
father, also a native of this state, was for

many years engaged in the hotel business and
conducted a hostelr\' for some years at Del-

phos. In the public schools of that city John
W. Roby laid the foundation for liis educa-
tion, and subsequently entered Ohio Wesleyan
Universit.y, where he was graduated in 1890.

He next became a student in the law depart-

ment of Yale University, and when graduated,
in 1894, had earned the reputation of being
what students are pleased to admiringly call

a typical "all-around university man." In
1895 Mr. Roby established himself in practice

at Lima, and here has become known as an
attorney of pronounced character, whether
considered from the standpoint of his profes-

sional attainments or from tlie viewpoint of

progressive citizenship. Having won the con-

fidence and esteem of his professional breth-

ren, in 1905 he was elected president of the

Allen County Bar Association, an office in

which he has since continued to serve to the

great good of that organization. He has
always been ready to give full measure of

his strength to public and charitable move-
ments which his good judgment approves.

Since its organization, in 1902, he has been
chairman of the board of trustees of the Lima
Public Library. A thirty-second degree Mason
and Shriner, he is past eminent commander of

Shawnee Commandery, Knights Templar, and
is widely and favorably known in ilasonie

circles, while his connection with club life is

extensive and inchides membership in Shaw-
nee Country Club and the Lima Club, of

which latter he is a member of the board of

trustees. He is also senior warden of Christ

Episcopal Church at Lima. Mr. Roby has

always been a close student and lover of liter-

ature and is the possessor of a large and
valuable library.

On June 2, 1896, Mr. Roby was married at

Delaware, Ohio, to Miss Evelyn Curran, of

that city, daughter of Capt. J. F. and Mary
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(Gavitt) Curran, Captain Curran being

widely known in insurance circles. Three chil-

dren have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Roby

:

Mary Katheriue, who is attending Ohio Wes-
leyan College; IMartha Curran, who is a stu-

dent at the Lima High School; and Annette

Elizabeth.

Warren John McL.\ughlin. During his

ten or twelve years membership in the Allen

County Bar, Warren J. McLaughlin has been

known not only for his solid ability as an at-

torney, but also for his active participation in

important business atfairs and in public life.

He is also a prominent athlete, and is well

known particularly for being the holder of the

Ohio State tennis championship for five years.

He was born at Oil City, Pennsylvania,

November 5, 1879, a son of Thomas A. and
Ellen (Gray) McLaughlin. His father has

been a prominent oil man and had tlie distinc-

tion of being the tirst president of the first

Oil Exchange in the United States. He came
to Lima in 1886 as representative of the Stan-

dard Oil interests in that city.-

Mr. ilcLaughlin was liberally educated.

His alma mater is Hamilton College in New
York, from which he received the degrees

A. B. and A. M., and in 1904 he graduated in

law from Columbia University. Since then he

has been in active practice at Lima and is a

member of the Allen County Bar Association.

He is also secretary and treasurer of the

R. L. Graham Company. A democrat in pol-

itics, he has taken much part and is ex-chief

deputy of the Democratic Party County
Board. During 1909-1911 he served as city

solicitor, is now chairman of the Democratic

Central Committee, and in January, 1917, was
appointed special council and attorney gen-

eral with offices at Lima, Ohio.

Fraternally he is affiliated with the Benevo-
lent and Protective Order of Elks, with the

Masonic Lodge, Council and Chapter, with the

Modern Woodmen of America and the Tribe

of Ben Hur, is a member of the Lima Club,

the Shawnee Country Club, the Chamber of

Commerce, is a director in the Young Men's
Christian Association, and is a trustee of the

First Presbyterian Church.
On November 12, 1907, he married Miss

Edith King, of Buffalo. New York. They have
one daughter, Nancy.

Cloyd J.\cobs Brotheeton. Among the

professions there is none perhaps which re-

quires a greater volume of study along fre-

quently monotonous lines than that of the
law. The physician has the opportunity to

become absorbed in scientific discovery and
research at the very outset of his reading; the
minister starts his work with mind illuminated
and heart fired with zeal ; but the stern facts

of the law that have to be learned by them-
selves and so assimilated that the understand-
ing is quickened into the comprehension that
may later be drawn upon, have very often
discouraged the student even before he is well
settled in his work, and resulted in turning to

some easier calling. This, however, has not
been the experience of Hon. Cloyd Jacobs
Brotherton, a member of the Lima Bar for
twenty-two years. Possessed of zeal and devo-
tion, every phase and department of his pro-
fession has interested him, and his strong,
clear intellect has enabled him to readily
grasp the principles, precedents and complex-
ities of litigation and jurisprudence. His
eminent place in the confidence of his fellow-

citizens was recently demonstrated by his elec-

tion to the Ohio Legislature.

Mr. Brotherton was born at Lima, Ohio,
May 22, 1869, and is a son of John Finley and
Clara (Jacobs) Brotherton. his father having
been for many yeai-s a well known attorney of
this city. Cloyd J. Brotherton received his

early education in the public schools, following
which he attended Ohio Wesleyan University,

at Delaware, Ohio, and was graduated in

1891, and was then sent to Harvard, where he
pursued a classical course for one year, and in

1892 received the A. B. degree at Harvard.
In 1892 he was enrolled as a student at the
Cincinnati College of Law, being given his

degree of Bachelor of Laws from that institu-

tion in 1893, and at once opened an office at

Lima, where he has carried on a general prac-

tice. This has been of a very important-
character, for large litigated interests are

never placed in unskilled hands. His marked
ability is recognized by the public and the pro-

fession, and is the outcome of close study,

thorough preparation of his cases, keen analy-

sis of the facts and a logical application of

the law that bears upon them. He is a

member of the Allen County Bar Association,

the Ohio State Bar Association and the Allen
County Law Library Association and in the
last-named holds a life membei-ship. Frater-
nally he is identified with the Lima lodges of

the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks
and the Knights of Pythias. In 1914 .Mr.

Brotherton was elected to the Eighty-First
General Assembly of Ohio, in which bcdy he
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has become known as an energetic and work-

ing member.
Mr. Brothertou was married to Miss Bertha

G. Paden, of Lima, and both are well and
favorably known in social circles of the city.

Mr. Brotherton is also a member of the Har-

vard Club, of Toledo.

Davis J. Cable, born August 11, 1859, in

Willshire Township, Van Wert County, Ohio.

Graduated from Van Wert High School in

1878. Taught school and prepared for col-

lege. Entered the University of ]\Iichigan

Law Department in the fall of 1879, and
from which he received his degree as Bachelor

of Law. Was admitted to the bar of Ohio

October 4, 1881, and began the practice of

law in the City of Lima, Ohio, where he has

continued ever since. He is considered a

successful lawyer and has not allowed other

matters in which he became interested to

interfere with the activities in this profes-

sion. He resides upon a farm about three

miles from the courthouse and has been inter-

ested in the improvement of agriculture and

live stock in his community.
Mr. Cable's father, John I. Cable, and his

mother, Angle R. (Johnson) Cable, are still

living. His father is a Civil war veteran, and
was formerly a newspaper man and the son

of Joseph Cable, who was born in Ohio prior

to its admission to the Union and was promi-

nent in his day as lawyer, judge and member
of Congress, and while there introduced the

first homestead bill. He was editor of the

first newspaper published at New Lisbon,

Columbiana County. On the maternal side,

Mr. Cable's grandfather, Davis Johnson, was
one of the first pioneers of Van Wert County,

who, as a young civil engineer, settled in the

county when it was a wilderness and made
original survey of most of the land in that

county, also held offices, such as county sur-

veyor, auditor and treasurer.

Davis J. Cable was, soon after his admis-

sion to the bar, elected city solicitor of Lima.

His practice has covered a wide range, both

in the state and federal courts in Ohio and
in other states and has taken him to Europe
and a number of times to the City of IMexico.

He has an excellent record as a trial lawyer.

Outside of his practice he has engaged in

the development of the local telephone plant

at Lima, of which he was one of the organ-

izers and of which he is president. The tele-

phone company has grown from a small

beginning into a large company and in 1912

purchased the plant of the Bell Company. It

is considered the last word in telephone devel-

opment, the company having adopted auto-
manual equipment and has in operation more
than 8,500 telephones, fireproof building, con-
duit svstem and capital between $900,000 and
$1,000,000.

He was one of the organizers of The Lima
Trust Company and the first president of the'

company and this is now one of the largest

banking institutions in Northwestern Ohio.

Mr. Cable entered actively into the plan of

making Lima a center for interurban rail-

roads and started the building of the lines

between Lima and Port Wayne and Lima and
Toledo, which w-ere afterwards constructed,

leased or sold to the present company operat-

ing the same. The Ohio Electric Railway
Company, and Mr. Cable has continued of

counsel for said company.
Mr. Cable was one of the organizers of the

Masonic Hall Company and its president for

four years, during which time the company
erected the beautiful Masonic Building at the
southwest corner of High and Elizabeth
streets. He is a thirty-second degree Mason,
Shriuer, belongs to the Lima Club, the Rotary
Club, Lima Chamber of Commerce, the Ath-
letic Club of Columbus and The Toledo Club,
also is a member of The Allen County Bar
A.ssociation, Ohio State Bar Association and
The American Bar Association. He is a re-

publican in politics, but has never held any
office except that of city solicitor, soon after

his admission to the bar.

In 1882 he married Miss Mary A. Harnly.
To their marriage were born six children,

John L., of whom mention is found on
another page of this work, is an attorney.

He is associated with his father in the prac-

tice of law and in 1916 was elected prosecut-

ing attorney of Allen County. Davis A.

Cable, a mechanical engineer, is a graduate

of_the Case Polytechnic School at Cleveland,

from which he received also, three years after

his gi-aduation, the master's degree. He is

general superintendent of The United States

Tile Company, with plants located at East

Sparta, Ohio, and Parkersburg, West Vir-

ginia. Chester Morse Cable, an attorney, is

.iunior member of the firm of Cable & Cable.

Jo Harnly Cable is a student at Cornell Uni-

versity, Miss Ethel R. is engaged in Young
Women's Christian Association work in New
York and Miss Marion Ruth is still at home
attending the Lima High School.
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John L. Cable, member of the law firm of

Cable & Cable, was born April 15, 1884, a

son of Mr. and Mrs. D. J. Cable. He is a

graduate of Kenyon College and the George

Washington University Law School and was
admitted to the Ohio bar in 1908. He was
elected prosecuting attorney of Allen County
on November 7, 1916. Mr. Cable is a thirty-

second degree Mason and a member of the

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.

On December 9, 1910, John L. Cable mar-
ried Miss Rhea Watson. Their two children

are Alice Mary and Davis Watson.

John G. Neubauer. One of the oldest in-

dustrial institutions, the direct outgrowth of

the discovery of oil in the Lima district, is the

Solar Refining Company of Lima. Eighteen

months after the first wells were brought in

the Lima district, the company was incor-

porated, in December, 1886, with a capitaliza-

tion of $500,000. If all the details were
covered, a long history might be written of

this establishment. At first it covered only a
few acres of ground, while now fully 278 acres

are used for the great refineries, storage facil-

ities and the yards and buildings required by
the intricate process of refining petroleum.

There are now from 600 to 650 men employed
in the business, and the business has a capacity

for refining 6,000 barrels a day. In the mean-
time the capital has grown to $2,000,000. The
company has storage capacity for 500,000 bar-

rels, and its principal products of manufac-
ture are illuminating oil, gasoline, lubricating

oil, and fuel and gas oil. The principal officers

of the Solar Refining Company, which is

easily one of the foremost industries of North-

western Ohio, are J. G. Neubauer, president;

F. T. Cuthbert, first vice president; F. G.

Borges, second vice president and treasurer;

and N. D. Keys, secretary.

From the very first, since September, 1886,

John G. Neubauer has been identified with this

monumental concern, having gone into the

company as cashier. From that he was made
auditor, then assistant manager, was promoted
to general manage:-, and on December 21,

1911, was made president of the company.
He was born in Schenectady, New York, had

a grammar and high school education, and for

four years was an art student in New York
City. ,He then became connected with the

Standard Oil Company as mechanical engi-

neer, served four years in the clerical depart-

ment, and soon after the discovery of oil at

Lima he came to the new district and assisted

in erecting the plant, the nucleus of the

present Solar Refining Company's operations
at Lima.
Mr. Neubauer married Miss Elizabeth A.

Woodill of New Y'ork. He is an active mem-
ber of the Lima Chamber of Commerce, and
belongs to the Lima Club and the Shawnee
Country Club. He is a republican and both
he and his wife are members of the Episcopal
Church.

William Edgar Hover, M. D. One of the

oldest physicians in continuous practice at

Lima is Doctor Hover, who is a native of that

city. His father was a farmer. For more than
thirty years Doctor Hover has devoted him-
self unremittingly and unselfishly to the inter-

ests of a large private practice, and is a man
highly esteemed by his professional brethren.

He was bom in Lima September 15, 1857,

a son of Dr. William U. and Mary Jane Hover,
and grew up in his native town and acquired
an education in the grammar and high schools.

He then entered Ohio Wesleyan University at

Delaware, where he was graduated in 1884,
and he took his M. D. degree at the Medical
College of Ohio at Cincinnati in 1888. He at

once returned to Lima and has been engaged
in general practice ever since.

Doctor Hover is a member of the Allen
County and Ohio State ]\Iedical societies, the
Northwest Ohio Medical Society and the

American Medical Association. In 1900 he
married Miss Evelyn Myers of Cincinnati,

Ohio.

W.VLTER Raymond Tot, county highway
superintendent and surveyor of Allen County,
has had a long and varied experience in

engineering and construction work, for several

years he was in the service of the City of Lima,
as draftsman, assistant and city engineer, and
has been connected with a number of large

corporations and industrial organizations both
in Ohio and elsewhere. He educated himself
for the profession, and his success has largely

been due to the energy with which he has
prosecuted every undertaking.
He was born near Groveport, in Franklin

County, Ohio, August 18, 1874, a son of

Nathan P. and Rosa M. (Champe) Toy. Both
parents were natives of Franklin County,
Ohio, and his father was a farmer.
Reared on a farm, Mr. Toy attended the

public schools, and afterwards completed a

course in engineering through the Interna-'

tional Correspondence School. He has been a
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resident of Allen County since 1877, and
moved with his parents from the Allen County
Children's Home to Lima in 1888, aud worked
during the summer vacations for the Lima
Paper Mills, Hefner Box Factory, Banta's

Candy Factory, Metropolitan Block elevator

boy, Republican Gazette, Dr. A. Jones and
Dr. J. M. Chase, Dentists. In 1892 through

the friendship of E. L. Andrews and Wm.
DeWeese, he was selected from a number of

applicants for the position of tracer and blue

printer for J. A. Chapin, architect, who was
located on the third floor of the Thompson
Building, in the northwest corner of the pub-

lic square.

Having taken up the study of music he be-

came a member of the Lima City Band, under
the direction of H. E. Snow. He was active

at this time in organizing the Second Regi-

ment Bugle and Drum Corps, also with the

help of Dr. S. A. Baxter and others he organ-

ized the Kid Band of Lima, Ohio.

In 1893 he secured a position as draftsman
with the Solar Refining Company, and in

1894-95 with J. A. Chapin agaiu; in 1895-96

with the Lima Locomotive and Machine Com-
pany; in 1897 he started as draftsman and
material tester for the city engineer, L. F.

Prevost; in 1899 he was appointed assistant

engineer under R. H. Gamble ; in 1902 he was
appointed city engineer by the council to fill

the unexpired term of L. F. Prevost deceased.

In 1903 Mr Toy was elected city engineer and
served until the new municipal code went into

effect and made the office of city engineer ap-

pointive.

In 1904 Mr. Toy had cjiarge of a party that

surveyed the Licking Reservoir (Buckeye
Lake) for the State of Ohio. In 1905 he was
employed by J. D. S. Neely to survey and plat

the Sugar Grove Gas Field and Pipe Line,

from Union Station to Lima, a distance of 120

miles. In 1905-06 he was engaged in contract

work under Clinton Cowen at Cheviot and
AVyoming near Cincinnati and Melrose, Ohio.

In 1907-08 Mr. Toy was employed as field and
constructing engineer for the Tennessee Coal,

Iron and Railway Company at Birmingham,
Alabama, erecting open hearth furnaces, gas

producei-s, building foundations, stacks, tun-

nel and sewer construction. In 1909 he pre-

pared a large detail tax map in book form of

Lima and vicinity, on a large scale for Allen
County and the City of Lima. In 1910-11 was
appointed assistant city engineer by Mayor
George Dyer and service director by J. W.
Rowlands. In 1912-13 was associated with Geo.

Champe, consulting engineer of Toledo, on
street improvements in Maumee and Perrys-
burg, Ohio. In 1913 associated with Walter
S. Sherman, consulting engineer of Toledo,
Ohio, on the Ottawa River Flood Improve-
ment Survey for Lima. In 1913-14 was
selected by the town council of Speneerville,
Ohio, to prepare plans and specifications and
superintend the construction of one mile of

brick paving through the village on Broad-
way. In 1914-15 engaged on sti-eet improve-
ment contract work in Lima.

Elected county surveyor on the republican
ticket in November, 1914, and assumed the

duties of the office September 6, 1915, being
the first Allen County highway superinten-
dent under the Cass Highway Act for the
State of Ohio.

Sir. Toy while actively engaged in engineer-
ing and construction work, has given much
time and attention to Oil and Gas Field Map
Publishing Business. He was instrumental in

organizing the Lima Mei'chants Band in 1904-

05, under the direction of 0. R. Farrar, and
the Lima Philharmonic Orchestra. In 1905-

06 under the direction of 0. F. Shultz, these

organizations were too large and not properly
financed to live long, but contributed to put-
ting Lima on the map. Mr. Toy was a member
of the Faurot Opera House Orchestra for sev-

eral years and played cornet under the lead-

ership of Frank Griffin and E. K. Frey.
Mr. Toy is a member of the Ohio Engineer-

ing Society, Northwestern Ohio Surveyor's
Association, Ohio Good Roads Federation,
Local No. 320 American Federation of ilusi-

cians, which was organized through his

efforts in 1910, Lima Lodge No. 91 of the

Knights of Pythias, also Lima Lodge No. 54
of the Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks, Young Men's Christian A.ssociation,

and the First Presbyterian Church of Lima.
In 1894 he was married at Lima to Miss

Amelia L. Mack. They have two children,

Miles Nathan and Juanita Wilhelmina.

John Beecher Sawmiller. Representing
one of the oldest and most substantial families

of German Township of Allen County, John
B. Sawmiller has for a number of years been
a factor in business affairs at Elida.

In partnership with Dr. G. L. Brunk ilr.

Sawmiller is now proprietor of the Elida Ele-

vator Company. This business was established

in 1910, and under the present organization

it is supplying a splendid service to the village

and surrounding communit.v. The company







HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO 1605

is a partnership affair. It operates a feed

mill with large capacity and the company also

handles and deals in flour, feed, tile, wire and
cement.

John Beecher Sawmiller was born in

Amanda Township of Allen County, Ohio,

March 8, 1873,, a son of Isaac and Margaret
(Herring) Sawmiller. Gi'andfather Jacob
Sawmiller established his home in Allen

County when it was practically a wilderness

and bore his share in the heavy work of

pioneering. The Herrings were also early set-

tlers. Isaac Sawmiller was born in Allen

County and spent his active career as a

farmer.

Mr. J. B. Sawmiller received a public school

education and took up farming as his active

pursuit. During 1895-96 he was in the oil

fields, and for three years he was engaged in

the dairy business at Lima. Following that

he resumed farming, and in 1910 with others

he bought the Elida Elevator Company and
is now giving most of his time to the manage-
ment and operation of that business institu-

tion. Mr. Sawmiller also operates a farm of

sixty-two acres near Elida.

For two terms he served as a member of the

Council of Elida, and for four years tilled the

office of township trustee. He is a democrat,

and is a past noble grand of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows.

On February 14, 1893, he married Miss

Emma Davidson of Amanda Township, Allen
County. They have two children, Frederick

Jennings and ^Margaret Adaline.

Judge Willis W. Bowers. A resident of

Hardin County for more than twenty-two
years, Judge Bowers made a business record

which commended him to the confidence of

the public, and in 1908 he had the distinction

of being elected to the office of probate judge,

and was the youngest man at the time ever to

hold the office. He has been continued in the

office by subsequent re-election, and has given

a very careful and conscientious administra-

tion of the many delicate and important du-

ties involved in his jurisdiction. While not

a lawyer by profession he has the judicial

temperament, and that, with a broad knowl-

edge of humanity and a thorough business

experience, is the essential qualifications for

such an office as probate judge. He was
appointed juvenile judge by the Common
Pleas Judges of the district, and opened this

court for the young juveniles. He tried to

assist the young offenders in making good.

and gave them every opportunity possible to

grow up in good home surroundings under
the supervision of the probation officers,

rather than commit them to some institution.

In this he was very successful, and received

the approval of several clul>s and citizens

interested in children's welfare.

He was elected probate judge in 1908 as

the democratic nominee, and overcame a nor-

mal republican majority. He took his seat

on the probate bench February 9, 1909, and
in 1912 had the honor of being re-elected, on
a non-partisan ballot, receiving the highest

number of votes received by any of the can-

didates in the cdunty, and began his second
term, on February 9, 1913, which terminated
February 8, 1917.

Judge Bowers was born in Fayette County,
Penns>ivania, February 22, 1874, a son of

George D. and Caroline (Hertzog) Bowers.
His maternal grandparents were Andrew and
Susan Hertzog of Pennsylvania. George D.

Bowers for a number of years has been a resi-

dent of Missouri.

Willis W. Bowers was fourteen years of

age when his mother died in 1887 and he
grew up on the home of his paternal grand-
parents Joseph and Julia Bowers. Besides

the advantages of the public schools he at-

tended the State Normal School at California,

Pennsylvania, and that noted Ohio institu-

tion, Hiram College in Portage County. He
was twenty-one years of age when he came to

Hardin County, and his first enterprise here

was as an onion grower. He gradually devel-

oped that business and became an extensive

buyer and .shipper. His shipments of onions
out of Hardin County have aggregated as

high as 300 carloads in a single year.

Judge Bowers is a thirty-second degree
Scottish Rite Mason and is also a member of

the Royal Arch Chapter, the Council and the

Knight Templar Commandery, and belongs

to the Toledo Temple of the Mystic Shrine.

He is vice president and a director of the

Hardin County Athletic Association, is an
elder in the Church of Christ, and is also

affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, the Knights of Pythias, the Modem
Woodmen of America, the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks, and the United
Commercial Travelers.

On July 8, 1896, Judge Bowers married
Miss B. Hazel Hogan, a daughter of John
and Sarah (Clark) Hogan former residents

of Hardin County. To their union have been
bom four children. John Furman, Oliver
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Clark, George Joseph and Willis W., Jr. The
youngest son was born December 3, 1913.

Emmett W. Mumaugh. As a building

contractor probably no individual in Allen

County has a better reputation nor a longer

list of important achievements in construction

work than Emmett W. Mumaugh of Lima.

He is a practical carpenter and mechanic and
has been identified with one line of construc-

tive enterprise or another for more than thirty

years. To a man who is proud of his work
and aims to do the highest type of building

service, there are few lines of material efforts

more satisfying than that *of the building

trade, since the accomplishments stand out for

years in evidence of the thoroughness and
care taken in performing the contract.

Some of the monuments to Mr. Mumaugh 's

constructive entei^prise may be mentioned in

the Majestic Block and the Rhody Building,

the Smith and Kyle Block, and many prrvate

residences and other structures in Lima.

Emmett W. Mumaugh was born in Bath
Township of Allen County, Ohio, February
18, 1863, a son of Isaac and Elizabeth (Cheno-

weth) Mumaugh. His father was bom in

Fairfield County, and his mother in Allen

County, and his father was a substantial far-

mer in the vicinity of Lima. The son acquired

a public school education, and after reaching

manhood he learned the carpenter's trade, and
developed that eventually into the contracting

business. For two years he was connected
with the Lima Construction Works and for

three years was a worker in the oil fields. He
then became connected with the Lima Planing
Mill and remained with that business for sev-

enteen years, most of the time as superintend-

ent. In 1912, Mr. Mumaugh set up as a

general contractor, and has had all the busi-

ness he could well attend to and one that has

made it necessary for him to maintain a large

eqiiipment and force of workmen and involv-

ing a considerable capital. He is a director

of the Lima Builders Exchange.
At the age of eighteen Mr. Mumaugh mar-

ried Dora Reese of Allen County. Mrs Mu-
maugh is a director in the EfQnger Electric

Company. They are the parents of nine

children: Flora, now Mrs. Otto McClain
of Chicago ; Zoe, Mrs. Frank Parker of Tulsa,

Oklahoma ; Minnie, Mrs. Ralph Heffner of
Lima ; and Grace, Mrs. Rollie Blaine of Al-
liance, Ohio; Hobart, an architect at Lima;
Mildred, Mable, Evan and Donald.

Mr. Mumaugh is a past noble grand and

chief patriarch in the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows and served as representative to

the Grand Lodge three terms. He has been a

loyal and public spirited citizen and for three

years he served as a member of the board of

trustees for the sinking fund of the city.

Hiram A. Holdridge. Lima has long been
one of the important industrial centers of

Northwestern Ohio. During the past fifteen

or sixteen years an important factor in this

gi'owing reputation of the city has been the

Model Flouring Mills, operated by the Hiram
A. Holdridge Company. In equipment and
quality of output these mills rank witli the

best to be found anywhere in the state. They
are located on Central Avenue at the east end
of Spring Street, with ample railroad connec-

tions from the Lake Erie & Western and the

C. H. & D. roads. The flour manufactured by
the ilodel Mills under several well known
brands has become a standard household sup-

ply, not only in Lima but all over North-

western Ohio. The original capacity of the

mills was 200 barrels per day and it has since

been increased to 250 barrels.

The business took its beginning on Novem-
ber 7, 1899, with the organization of the Hall

& Woods Company at a capitalization of

$30,000. The incorporators were J. H.

Woods, J. B. Kerr, William Roberts, F. W.
Holmes, I. W. Sattherwaite. J. 0. Hover.

Thomas Duffield, H. A. Holdridge. H. A.

Hpldridge was the firet president and S. B.

Douglas the first secretaiy and treasurer,

while the first board of directors comprised

J. B. Kerr, J. 0. Hover, William Roberts,

Thomas Duffield, H. A. Holdridge, I. W. Sat-

therwaite and F. W. Holmes.
On April 1, 1901, the capital was increased

to $60,000, at which figure it has remained.

On July 19, 1907, W. E. EuUer, formerly

manager of the Bluffton Milling Company,
was elected to succeed S. B. Douglas as secre-

tary and treasurer. On January 25, 1909, the

name was changed to the Hiram A. Holdridge
Company. The next important change was
on January 20. 1911, when W. H. Euller re-

signed as secretary and treasurer and was suc-

ceeded by W. R. Holdridge, who is also

manager of the mills. The present board of

directors are J. B. Kerr, F. W. Holmes, J. 0.

Hover, T. H. Duffield. Mrs. K. L. Hall of

Wapakoneta, H. A. Holdridge as president

and W. R. Holdridge secretary and treasurer.

Hiram A. Holdridge was born July 24,

1840, at Martinsburg in Knox County, Ohio,
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and spent most of his youth in his father's

home at Sandusky Plains. At the age of

eighteen he entered the Ohio Wesleyan Uni-

versity at Delaware and was a student there

when the war broke out. He left school to

enlist and became a member of the Fifteenth

Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He was afterwards

appointed to a place in the provost marshal's

office of the Fifth Congressional District lo-

cated at Lima, but after one year re-enlisted,

becoming first lieutenant of Company I, One
Hundred and Ninety-second Regiment of

Ohio Infantry. He was on detached duty,

serving as aide de camp to the general com-
manding the brigade, and afterwards as in-

spector-general and still later as ad.iutant-

general of the brigade. When he was mustered
out at Winchester, Virginia, it was with the

rank of acting assistant adjUtant-general of

his brigade.

After the war he became associated with his

father in the mercantile business, then re-

moved to Pittsburg where for two years he

was a livestock commission merchant, and still

later conducted a commission business and
also a hotel in Philadelphia, having been in the

hotel business there during the Centennial Ex-
position of 1876. Mr. Holdridge came to

Lima in 1880, and for three years was a whole-

sale merchant. He was one of the local cap-

italists who became identified with the oil

industry in this section of the state, but for

many years has been identified with milling

and varied business affairs. He is a former
president of the Northwest Ohio Millers Asso-

ciation, and a director of the Old National

Bank. He is also a member of the Rotary
Club, a member of the Presbyterian Church,

and belongs to the Military Order of the Loyal
Leg:ion.

In September, 1869, he married Lenore

Roberts. Four children were born to their

marriage, Mary Alice, W. R., Margaret and
Louise.

W. Robert Holdridge, one of these four

children, was born at Upper Sandusky, Ohio,

but has lived in Lima since 1880. He acquired

a public school education and for a time had
some interesting experience in the mining in-

dustry at Johannesburg in South Africa.

Since 1908 he has been identified with the

Model Mills and since 1911 as secretary,

treasurer and manager. He is a great traveler

and has made extensive tours in various parts

of the world, particularly in South Africa and
Australia. On September 25, 1915, W. R.

Holdridge married Helen Bcckman of Allen
Count}'.

Carl Feed Kellerman. Since 1907 Mr.
Kellerman has been building up a business at

Lima which has come more and more to the

favorable attention of the public, and is one
of the progressive young commercial leaders

of that city. His business is chiefly in the

selling of iarm land and the negotiating of

farm loans, and the annual increase of the

volume of business done through his office is

a substantial evidence of his individual char-

acter and energy in business affairs.

Born near St. Mary's in Auglaize County,
Ohio, April 17, 1880, Carl Fred Kellerman is

a son of Henry W. and Elizabeth (Boyd)
Kellerman. His father has for a number of

years been a contractor in the drilling of oil

wells. The son received an education in the

public schools, and spent his early life as a

farmer. In 1905 he engaged in the insurance

business, which he followed for two years, and
then branched out i?ito liis larger field in the

farm land and farm loan business. Mr. Kel-

lerman is affiliated with the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks in Lodge No. 1170

at Wapakoneta, Ohio, is a member of the Lima
Club and of the Lima Chamber of Commerce.

Rev. E. a. Trabert. One of the largest

and most prosperous congregations at Lima is

St. Paul's English Lutheran Church, of which

Rev. Mr. Trabert has been pastor since 1915.

"Sir. Trabert comes of a long line of Lutheran
luinisters, his father was distinguished as an

organizer of the English Lutheran churches

all over the West, and his own experience has

covered a wide field both East and West.
He was born at Ephrata in Lancaster

County, Pennsylvania, November 15, 1872, a

son of Rev. George H. and Elizabeth M. (Min-

nich) Trabert. The paternal grandfather

Christian F. Trabert was a native of Germany,
came to the United States in 1820, and fol-

lowed the trade of shoemaker. Mr. Trabert 's

maternal grandfather Henry M. ]\Iinnich was
a native of Pennsylvania and lived in Adams
County that state. Through his maternal
great-grandmother Mr. Trabert is lineally

connected with the Hartman family, which
furnished gallant soldiers to the Revolution-

ary struggle. The Hartmans came to the

United States during the seventeenth century.

Rev. George H. Trabert was born in Lan-

caster County, and Elizabeth Trabert in

Adams County, Pennsylvania, in the same
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year, 1843. They now reside in Minneapolis.

They were married in Pennsylvania, and he

was ordained to the ministry in 1870. In 1882

lie was a.ssigned to organization and mission-

ary work in the West, and instituted many of

the largest English Lutheran churches in the

country west of Chicago. His work as an
organizer was done in Minnesota, Wisconsin

and North Dakota. He is now the active pas-

tor of the Salem English Lutheran Church
at Minneapolis, the largest English Church
of that denomination in the state. Rev.

George H. Trabert has also been quite

.successful in a financial way. He is a repub-

lican in politics. He and his wife have four

children; Charles L., who is secretary of the

Coos Bay Lumber Company, with home at

Berkeley. California; Rev. E. A. Trabert; and
Ruth E., wife of R. A. Smith, who is assistant

auditor for the Northwest Telephone Com-
pany at Minneapolis.

E. A. Trabert was liberally educated. He
attended Thiel College at Greenville, Pennsyl-

vania, and also Bethany Cfollege at Lindsborg,

Kansas, where he was graduated in 1895.

Prior to taking up the work of the ministry

he was employed in the C. A. Smith Lumber
Company of Minneapolis, Minn. He com-

pleted his professional preparation in the

Chicago Lutheran Theological Seminary,

where he was graduated in 1898. His first

charge was at LaCrosse, Wisconsin, where he

remained two years and where he organized

the First English Lutheran Church. He then

went Ea,st to the Pitt.sburg District, and held

pastorates at Braddock and Uniontown, Penn-

sylvania. For seVen years Mr. Trabert was
pastor of Christ Church in the City of Pitts-

burgh. There his powers as an organizer and
administrator had full scope. He secured

property and left the parish in possession of

a handsome church edifice built at the cost of

$80,000. Following that he spent three years

at Brooklyn, New York, and in 1915 came to

Lima and became pastor of St. Paul's English

Lutheran Church.

In 1902 Rev. Mr. Trabert married Bertha
"Weaver. ]\Irs. Trabert was born in Pitts-

burgh. They have one child, George "William,

now attending school. Mr. Trabert is a re-

publican in politics. Besides his work as a

minister he has made a specialty of music.

"While living at Minneapolis he led the choir

and was also in charge of the choir of St.

Paul's Lutheran Church in Chicago.

Bernard Edmund O'Connor is one of

Lima's leading attorneys, has been in active

practice for the past ten years, and in that

time has won the respect of his fellow lawyers
in Allen County, gained experience and ren-

dered valuable service as an assistant prose-

cutor of the county, and is now in the

enjoyment of a promising and profitable prac-

tice. His offices are in the Holland Building

at Lima.
He was born at Lima April 27, 1879, a son

of John and Sarah (0 'Council ) O'Connor, of

whom a complete record is found on other

pages of this work. The son received his

early education in St. Rose Catholic Parochial

School, in Assumption College in Canada,
spent five years in St. Gregory College, near

Cincinnati, Ohio, and two years in St. Mary's
Seminary at Cleveland, and finished his stud-

ies in preparation for his profession by a

three years' coui-se in the law department of

Western Reserve University of Cleveland,

Ohio. He graduated in 1906, and was ad-

mitted to the bar in June, 1906, and has since

been employing his time and talent as a Lima
lawyer.

His service as assistant prosecuting attor-

ney of Allen County was rendered during the

years from 1907 to 1911. He is a member of

the Allen County Bar Association and of the

Knights of Columbus, the Benevolent and Pro-

tective Order of Elks, and of the St. Rose
Catholic Church. He is a democrat in politics.

On May 12, 1908, Mr. O'Connor married
Lois M. Murphy of Toledo, Ohio. They have
one son, Edmund Bernard, born April 22,

1915.

Herman H. Kuhlman besides being presi-

dent of the Peoples Savings Bank of New
Knoxville has by many other activities and
interests become recognized as the leading

citizen of that town. This is a position that

has been earned by many yeai-s of hard work
and upright character. When he was a

young man he was working at wages hardly

more than $60 a year. His career is an illus-

tration of American opportunities and of

wliat persistent industry will accomplish in

the long run.

Mr. Kuhlman came to the United States a

boy of si.xteen. He was bom near Osna-
brueck in Germany December 1, 1857, a son

of William and Elizabeth (Ruesse) Kuhlman,
both also natives of Osnabnieek. His father

was born there in 1820 and died in 1893 and
the mother died at the old home in 1866,
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before the family came to America. William

Kuhlman was a brick and stone mason, and
followed that trade practically all his life.

He and his wife were active members of the

Evangelical Church. Though for many years

lie was a poor and humble laborer, he did

well, especially after coming to the United

States with his children in 1873 and locating

at New Knoxville, Ohio. There were seven

children : Henry J., of New Knoxville ;
Eliza-

beth, a widow living at New Knoxville;

Louisa, wife of George E. Wellman, a fruit

farmer near New Knoxville; William and
Christ, retired brick layers living at Evans-
ville, Indiana ; George, a brick layer at St.

Marys.
The sixth in this family was Herman H.

Kuhlman, who had gained his education in

the German schools before coming to America
and had also had one year of experience in a

railroad station there. When the family

came to Ohio he found employment on a farm
for five years, and then gained the prelimi-

nary experience which fitted him for mer-

chandising.

In 1871 he engaged in the mercantile busi-

ness and for a number of years conducted a

general store at New Knoxville. He knew
how to handle busriness afl'airs, understood the

art of attracting trade and holding it, and by
a constant study of new methods and by
upholding the best standards of merchandis-

ing he made a splendid success. In recent

years he has given his attention largely to

the management of the bank and other impor-

tant interests. In 1910 Mr. Kuhlman e.stab-

lished the People's Savings Bank at New
Knoxville. This is a private bank with a

capital of $6,000, surplus of $4,000, and the

average deposits are about $170,000. ]Mr.

Kuhlman is also a stockholder in the St.

Marys Home Bank, and has a large amount
of property in Auglaize County. Active in

local affairs, he served as treasurer of New
Knoxville and is treasurer of Washington
Township, and is also treasurer of his church,

and has filled that position since 1892.

In 1879, the year he engaged in merchandis-
ing at New Knoxville, he married Miss Emma
Lutterbein. She was born at New Knoxville,

and her father Henry Lutterbein was a tailor

and dry goods merchant. Mrs. Kuhlman,
who died in 1907, was the mother of nine

children : Tlenry, who is cashier of the Peo-

ple's Savings Bank at New Knoxville, mar-
ried Miss Olga Finke ; Alvina, wife of Her-
man Hall, clerk in a store at Knoxville, and

they have two children, Ruth and Marie ; Ida,

living at home and a clerk; Mata, who is

studying to be a professional nurse at Fort
Wayne, Indiana; Reinhardt, who was gradu-
ated in the spring of 1916 from the Uni-
versity of Ohio at Columbus and is now at

home; Selma, formerly a school teacher, mar-
ried Julius Eversman, a general merchant of

New Knoxville, Ohio; Clara, who lives at

home and since graduating from St. Marys
High School in 1916 has been clerking;

Arminta, still in school; and LeRoy also a
student. In June, 1910, Mr. Kuhlman mar-
ried Emma Fenneman, widow of the late

H. Cook. There are three children of this

union : Mildred, who has already taken up
her studies in the public schools; Lawrence
and Norman. The family are members of

the German Reformed Church and both Mr.
and Mrs. Kuhlman take a very active part in

church affairs. In politics he is a republican.

Benjamin Adolph Gbamm. It was fully

fifteen years ago, when the motor age was just

being inaugurated, that Benjamin A. Gramm,
who had up to that time interested himself
chiefly in the banking business, turned his

attention to the manufacture of automobile
trucks. He has since become one of the lead-

ing manufacturers of this line in the State of
Ohio and not only possesses the executive and
financial abilities required for success in that
line of industry, but also the inventive genius
and the technical inclinations which make him
a master of the manifold detail of automoliile

construction. For several years he has given
his time azid energies to making Lima an im-
portant center of the automobile business.

He was born July .30, 1872, at Chillicothe,

Ohio, and after a public school education
began as messenger in the First National Bank
of Chillicothe. He continued with that insti-

tution for a number of years but resigned in

1900 in order to manufacture what was known
as the Logan Motor Truck. This was built

after his own pattern and on patents issued to

him. With the services of twelve men during
the first year he turned out one truck. It was
an experimental time in the motor industry
and after several years he resigned from the
original company and in 1908 went to Bowling
Green, Ohio, and organized the Gramm Motor
Company. It built the well known Gramm
motor truck, and during the first year the
company employed 100 men and subsequently
built up an industry employing about 300.

While at Bowling Green Mr. Gramm had
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interested considerable Lima capital in his

enterprise, and in 1912 he moved to Lima and
built a large factory 75 by 450 feet, two

stories, but sold his interest in it in March,

1912, and in July of the same year organized

his present company, The Gramm-Bernstein
Motor Truck Company. This is one of the

largest concerns of tlie kind in Northwestern

Ohio, employs a capital of $4,000,000, has

about 450 men on its payroll, and occupies

75,000 square feet of floor space in the plant.

The company now turns out about 1,200 motor
trucks of all kinds each year and expect to

make 1,800 in 1917. Mr. M. Bernstein is

president of the company and Mr. Graram is

vice president and general manager.
Mr. Gramm is also vice president of the

Morgan-Wood Company and director in The
Lima Steel Castings Co. He is well known in

the State of Ohio, is a member of the Ohio
Club of New York, belongs to the Lima and
Shawnee Club, the Lima Chamber of Com-
merce, is a thirty-second degree Mason, and
also is affiliated with the Benevolent and Pro-

tective Order of Elks. He is a director and
for two years was president of the Lima
Young Men's Christian Association, and is a

director and trustee of the Lima Auto Club.

He is also an active churchman and trustee of

the Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church. In

April, 1895, at Ypsilanti. Michigan, Mr.
Graram married Miss ^liimie Young. Their

two children are W^illard Joseph and Mary
Catherine.

Ortha Orrie Barr. In the dozen years that

have passed since Mr. Barr entered upon prac-

tice as a lawyer at Lima he has gained a secure

position in the Allen County bar, and has

also been frequently honored with public re-

sponsibilities. He is now serving his first term

as prosecuting attorney of the county.

He has been known to the people of this

county since early boyhood. He was born in

Clark County, Ohio, February 24, 1879. a son

of Dr. Eugene J. and Sarah C. (Michael)

Barr. His parents removed to Allen County
in 1885, and Mr. Barr acquired his literary

education in the public schools and in the old

Lima College. In 1904 he was graduated from
the law department of the University of Mich-
igan, and soon afterwards began a general

practice at Lima. Wliile his father was serv-

ing as sheriff of Allen County he was its dep-

uty, and that was his first experience in public

affairs. From 1911 to 1915 Mr. Barr served

as assistant prosecuting attorney and in the

fall of 1914 was elected prosecuting attorney,
beginning his official term in January, 1915.

August 30, 1916, a riot occurred here, when
a mob tried to overcome the sheriff of Allen
County because he would not give up a pris-

oner. Mr. Barr has prosecuted and convicted
several of the mob. He has also convicted two
county commissioners and a county surveyor
since assuming his duties of this office. In

1916 ilr. Barr and his father built tlie seven-

story fireproof brick Barr Hotel Building here,

which was opened to the public October 15,

1916. This is now the leading hotel in the

city.

Mr. Barr is an active member of the Allen
County Bar Association, and takes much in-

terest in fraternal affairs. He is a past noble

grand of the Independent Order of Odd Fel-

lows, a past master chancellor of the Knights
of Pythias, is esteemed lecturing knight of the

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and
also a member of the Modern Woodmen of

America. Politically he has been very active

as a democrat, and is a former member of the

Central Committee.
On September 4, 1907, at Lima, Mr. Barr

married Miss Bertha A. Woerner. Four chil-

dren have been bom to their marriage, and
one child, Catherina A., died at the age of

three. Those now living are : Robert Ortha,
Margaret and Edna Elizabeth.

Eugene Jacob Bare, M. D. A physician,

county official and business man of prominence
in Allen County, Doctor Barr has been a resi-

dent for more than thirty yeare.

He was born in Auglaize County, Ohio, Sep-
tember 21, 1857, a son of Doctor Tobias and
Margaret (Weaver) Barr. His father was
also a pioneer physician in Ohio, and died in

1857, the same year his son was born. The
latter attended his first school in Clark

County, Ohio, and after the age of twelve

gained his education in Lebanon. For several

years of his earlier career he taught school in

Clark and Champaign counties, and on March
2, 1880, was graduated M. D. from the Medical

College of Ohio at Cincinnati. After some
preliminary practice he located in Allen

County in 1885, and was active in the work of

his profession until 1895. In that year he

turned most of his attention to the oil and

timber business, and became an official of the

Ohio Hardwood Lumber Company. He also

acquired some interest in the lumber industrv

in southern states.
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In 1901 Doctor Barr was elected sheriff of

Allen County, an office in which his efficiency

was highly commended, and in 1903 he was re-

elected for a second term. After retiring

from office he gave most of his time to the

management of the Consolidated Bottling

Company of Lima.
He is a democrat, is affiliated with the

Knights of Pythias and the Benevolent and
Protective Oi-der of Elks, and his family wor-

ship in the Methodist Episcopal Church.

In 1877 Doctor Barr married Miss Sadie C.

^liehael, of Tremont City. They became the

parents of one child, Ortha 0. Barr, now a

prominent member of the Allen County Bar.

Doctor Barr married for his second wife in

1883 Mattie A. Miller, and to their marriage

M'SlS born a daughter named Mabel. Doctor
Barr subsequently married Miss Lillie Butler,

of Fremont City, Ohio.

Bailis Heney Simpson. For more than a

quarter of a century Bailis H. Simpson has

been a prominent figure in Lima's business

and public affairs. He is now the honored
mayor of that city, has been active in munici-

pal service for the past five years, and was for

many years connected wth the Erie Railway
Compan3^
Born on a farm in Franklin County. Oliio,

September 30, 1859, he is a son of Wii^liiiiuton

and Martha (Sudlow) Simpson. .Mi'. Siinpsou

acquired a public school education, and re-

mained on the farm and did farming as his

regular business until the age of twenty-three.

His home has been in Lima since 1887. Enter-

ing the clerical department of the Erie Rail-

way, he rose to chief clerk at Lima, and filled

that office for many years up to January,

1910. He then left the railroad to become
seeretai*y of the waterworks department, and
two years later was elected city auditor, an

office he filled for two terms. In Novemlier,

1915, Mr. Simpson was elected mayor of Lima,

and his first term began in January, 1916.

He has also served as trustee of the sinking

fund of the city, and is secretary and treasurer

of the Lima Hospital Society.

Fraternally he is identiticil with the Knitjhts

of Pythias and a member of the Trinity

Methodist Episcopal Church. He married
Miss Minnie East, daughter of Abraham and
Mary East. Her father was a farmer for

many years, and later became a merchant. To
their marriage have been born five children

:

Gladys. Merle, Robert, Ruth and Charles

Emerson.

John H. Klatte has been a practicing
member of the Lima bar for the past twenty-

years. He has the prestige of the industrious
and hard working lawyer who has been unusu-
ally successful in handling litigation entrusted
to him, and has also taken an active part in

political affairs in this section of the state. He
in one of the leading members of the Allen
County Bar Association.

Born at New Bremen, Ohio, in 1886, he has
lived in Lima since 1892. His father was born
in Auglaize County, Ohio, in 1843, and was a

soldier in the Union Army during the Civil

war.
Mr. Klatte acquired his early education in

the parochial schools, spent four years in the

Ohio Northern University at Ada, where he
graduated, and after a thorough course in

law was admitted to the bar in 1895. Mr.
lOatte as a lawyer has been chiefly busied
with a large criminal practice, and is recog-

nized as one of the foremost criminal lawyers
in his part of the state.

In polities he has been aligned with the

democratic party. He has done much active

campaigning, but largely in the interests of

his friends and his party. In 1901 he was a
candidate for city solicitor, and though he
had a strong rei^ublicau majority to contend
with he was defeated by only thirty-nine votes.

In 1909 he was appointed state supervisor of
elections. For the past fifteen years he has
been a member of the county and central com-
mittees and has attended many state and con-

gressional conventions.

Fred H. Voigt. Every successful business
institution, however much the facts may be
hidden behind a corporate or business title,

expresses the service, the integrity and the

ability of those chiefly responsible for its

fciinding and management. A better illus-

tration of this truth could not be found than
in the close relations which exist between the

Holgate Commercial Bank in Henry County
and the individual career of its founder and
since organization its cashier and manager.
Fred H. Voigt.

Mr. Voigt is one of the pioneers, if not the

pioneer business man of Holgate, having lo-

cated there more than forty years ago, about
the time the Baltimoi-e & Ohio Railway built

through Henry County and afforded an oppor-
tunity for a business center in that section of

Pleasant Township. Mr. Voigt for many years

was a merchant, had a drug store, and for the

convenience of his patrons and the accommo-
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dation of the community he established in 1890

a small private bank. The bank's head-

quarters were in the rear of his dnig store.

The bank filled a long felt want, and Mr.
Voigt soon associated with him Nicholas and
John A. Braver. In 189S they built a bank-

ing house beside the drug store building for

the special accommodation of the bank. These

parties continued the management of the bank
as a private institution, and on April 1, 1908,

there was a reorganization, when a number of

their personal friends and other leading citi-

zens took stock in the bank. At the time of the

reorganization .the ofQcers elected were : J. C.

Groll, president; George A. Ricker, vice presi-

dent, who two yeai-s later became president

;

and William H. Peper, also vice president.

As has been stated, through all the years Fred
H. Voigt has been cashier and the official upon
whom have devolved the chief responsibilities

of the bank's management. The growth of

this institution and its hold upon the confi-

dence of a large community are due to Mr.
Voigt 's skillful management, good financial

judgment and thorough honesty more than to

any other one individual factor. After the

reorganization of the bank a new building was
erected in the center of the town, specially

designed for the uses of the business. It is

22 by 60 feet, and is furnished as a modern
banking room, with all the safety appliances

and other equipment required for the trans-

action of banking business. For the past

three years the Commercial Bank has been
under state inspection.. Throughout its exist-

ence its capital has stood at $20,000, and it

has always maintained a large sui-plus, its de-

posits now averaging about .$250,000.

Fred H. Voigt is a native of Hanover, Ger-

many, where he was born July 9, 1850. He
is of old German stock, and his father was a

farmer and sheep raiser. His parents were
John and Elizabeth (Bremer) Voigt, both

natives of Hanover. They spent all their

lives there, were quite old when they died and
were faithful members of the Lutheran
Church.
Having acquired his education in the Ger-

man .schools, Fred H. Voigt left home, and
alone, in 1868, crossed the Atlantic to America.
He sailed on the first steamship, named the

Baltimore, which left Bremen for the City

of Baltimore. There was nothing about the

landing of this poor immigrant boy on the

shore of a strange land that would excite

comment in the beholders. He was like many
others who came from Germany, was poor in

pocket but exceedingly ambitious, and had
physical strength and willingness to adapt
himself to the conditions of a new country.
His first location was at Okolona in Henrj'
County, Ohio. He had only $5 in his pocket
when he arrived. While working on a farm
he managed to secure the benefit of some terms
of instruction in the local schools, and thus
perfected his use of the English language.
From Henry County he went to Logansport,
Indiana, and put in three years there earn-
ing his living as a clerk, and at the same time
studying pharmacy. His next location was at

Toledo, where he was employed as a clerk for

two years.

In 1874 Mr. Voigt went back to his native
land, and when he returned to America in

the same year he brought with him his brother
Henry. Henry established himself in the
butcher business at Holgate, and spent the
rest of his life in that town. He left a family
of children.

Fred Voigt on coming to Holgate in 1871
used his modest capital and his experience in

starting up the first mercantile establishment.

The Baltimore & Ohio Railway had just been
completed in that year, and he saw an oppor-
tunity for a business future in the small sta-

tion called Holgate. The first goods shipped
over the railroad to Holgate were to stock

Mr. Voigt 's .store. At fii-st he had a stock

of drugs and also general merchandise, but
later he gave all his attention to the drug
business. He continued that, and, as already
stated, branched out into banking, and finally

sold his drug store and has since devoted his

exclusive time and energies to the success of

the Commercial Bank.

,
Mr. Voigt was married at Holgate in 1876

to Miss Mary Vogel. She was born near
Toledo, Ohio, in 1861. grew up and was edu-

cated there, and is of German parents, John
and Mary (Hoffman) Vogel. Her parents

were born in one of the Rhine provinces of

Germany, came to America when young, and
were married near Toledo. Later they moved
to Holgate. and Mr. Vogel followed the busi-

ness of an undertaker. Both he and his wife

died there. His death was accidental and was
the result of an injury received on the rail-

way at Holgate. The widow died some years

later. The Vogel family were Catholics in

religion.

Mr. and Mrs. Voigt and family are among
the leading members of St. Peter's Lutheran
Church of Holgate. He has long been active

as a Lutheran lavman. has had much to do
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with church affairs, and more than forty years

ago he brought about the organization of the

present church at Holgate axid has ever since

been one of its leading officials and supporters.

In politics he was formerly a democrat, but

has been a republican since McKinley's time.

Among local responsibilities he has been

treasurer of both the village and township
for a number of years.

Mr. and Mrs. Voigt have a fine family of

nine children. Fred J., the oldest, is a lumber
dealer at Bringhurst, Indiana, and is the

father of two children, Fred and Naomi.
Winnie married William Zachrich, of Marion
Township, and he is now a meat dealer at

Holgate; their children are Madaliue, Gene-
vieve and Dorothy. Gus H., is married and
is in the real estate business in Arkansas.
He is a graduate in the business course of

the college at Ada. Anna is the wife of

W^illiam Mann, assistant cashier in the Com-
mercial Bank at Holgate; their children are

Howard, Raymond and Eugene. Eugene
Voigt graduated from the Normal College at

Athens, Ohio, and is a successful manual train-

ing teacher at Anoka, Minnesota; he married
Beatrice Backus. Emma wa.s educated in the

local high school and in the Toledo Business

College, and is now clerking in her father's

bank. Tillie is the wife of Clarenci' Ricliold,

who is in the tile and brick Inisiiu'ss at llol

gate, and they are the parents of t«o rliiklren,

named William and Mary J. JMadaline is un-

married and is also a bookkeeper in the bank.

Dorothy is a graduate of the high school and
is now a student in the Normal College at

Athens, Ohio. All the children received the

advantages of the local schools and some of

them had further training in other institutions.

Charles Heney Cory. Because of its va-

ried industries Lima has always attracted

many of the most skillful workers and execu-

tives in manufacturing and con.structive enter-

prise. One of these is Charles Henry Cory, a

veteran business man and financier, who for

years fulfilled some of the heaviest responsi-

bilities of railway service, and for the past

thirty years has been a leader in banking and
industrial affairs at Lima.
Born at Hanover Neck, New Jersey, Decem-

ber 26, 1839, a son of James and Susan (Mul-
ford) Cory, his father having been a eon-

tractor and builder, Charles H. Cory gained
only a public school education, having at-

tended for a time the schools at Paterson. New
Jersey. When only sixteen years of age he

began an apprenticeship in the locomotive
works at Paterson, and was paid $1.50 a week
while learning his trade, which he finished at
the age of twenty-one. His first regular posi-

tion WHS with the Illinois Central Railway in

their shops at Centralia, Illinois. He was a
machinist in the shops and soon afterwards
was promoted to foreman. In the meantime
he was called to the service of the Government
during the Civil war and was made foreman
of erecting shops in the military railroad de-
partment of the Cumberland, being stationed
at Nashville, Tennessee. He was a valuable
aid to the Government in that work, and after
the close of the war returned to Centralia and
resumed his position as foreman for the Illi-

nois Central. He remained with that com-
pany fourteen years, and then for two years
was master mechanic of the Cairo & Vincennes
Railway, was master mechanic for two years
of the Iowa Central, and for two years was
stationed at Portsmouth, Ohio, with the Scioto
Valley Railway. After that he became super-
intendent of construction for the middle divi-

sion, Cleveland to Fort Wayne, with the New
York Central and St. Louis Railway at Pos-
toria, Ohio, where he remained two years.

For four years he was superintendent and
master mechanic at Mechanicsville, New York,
of the Boston, Hoosac Tunnel and Western
Railway.

It was in 1886 that Mr. Cory came to Lima
and accepted the responsibilities as superin-
tendent of motive power for the Cincinnati,
Hamilton and Dayton Railway. He continued
actively in the service of that corporation
until 1907. In the meantime he had taken an
active part in local business and civic affairs.

In 1887 he was made director of the Lima
Home and Savings Association, of which he
became vice president in 1900 and in 1913
president, an office he still holds. He is vice

president of the Metropolitan Bank, of which
he was one of the organizers, a director of the

Lima Telephone and Telegraph Company, a
director of the Crystal Ice and (5oal Company,
is vice president and one of the trustees of the
Lima Hospital Association, a trustee of the
Woodlawn Cemetery Association and is a

member and formerly a trustee of the First
Presbyterian Church. Fraternally he is affili-

ated with the Masonic order. Few men have
been in the harness so long as a worker and
executive, and Mr. Cory is rightly regarded
as one of the builders and leaders in Lima's
prosperity.

On March 17, 1869, he married Miss Mary
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Louisa Young. Their four living children

are : Charles Henry, Jr., who is an electrician

at Dayton, Ohio; Fred, a machinist with the

Cincinnati, Hamilton and Dayton Railway at

Lima; Caroline M., wife of M. C. Pai-tsclier,

who is connected with the iletropolitan Bank
of Lima; James Mulford, who is connected

with the Standard Oil interests at Lima ; and

there was another son, Louis H., who died at

the age of forty years.

Sanpord S. Coon. The importance of ^Ir.

Coon's business record in Allen County has

been chiefly as a manufacturer of hardwood
'umber and lumber specialties, and for many
years he has been one of the leaders in this

line and also has operated an extensive lum-

ber and building supply business at Lima.

He represents some of the old family stock

of Allen County, and his father Isaac Coon
was a settler in that county in 1832. Sanford

S. Coon was born in ilauley Township of

Allen County July 23, 1862, a son of Isaac

and Sarah Coon. His father was a well known
farmer and stock raiser.

Educated in public schools, he lived at home
on his father's farm until about twenty-five

years of age, and then engaged in the manu-
facture of tile. He also early became identi-

fied with the manufacture of hardwood lum-

her, and has turned out at his plant about

1,200,000 feet per year. He has also manu-
'faetured on an extensive scale spokes and
handles, with output of hundreds of thousands

annually. In 1906 Mr. Coon established his

lumber yard and builders' supply business at

Lima, and has a large plant and yard 200 by
200 feet, on High Street and the Cincinnati,

Hamilton and Dayton Railroad track.

Mr. Coon has had his home in Lima since

1892. He is an active republican, a member
and trustee of the Church of Christ and is

past noble grand and a member of the En-
campment of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows.

On May 29, 1888, he married ]\Iiss Matilda
Fairchild of Indiana. They have one son,

Isaac Nathan Coon, who is now actively asso-

ciated with his father in the lumber business.

The son was married November 9, 1910, to

Miss Gale B. Bowdle of Lima, where she was
born. She is a daughter of Rev. Elisha

Bowdle. To this marriage has been born one
child, Greta, on December 7, 1913.

Paul T. Gatnor, attorney at law, with

cflfiees in the Nicholas Building at Toledo, has

in a few short years justified the expectations
and confidence of his friends and well wishers
at the time of his admission to the bar.

Mr. Gaynor was graduated from the law
department of the University of Michigan in
1912 with the degree LL. B. In June of the
same year he was admitted to the Ohio bar
after examination at Columbus. In the class

of 270 applicants he took the highest honors.
His average grade in the various branches on
which he was examiner was 94.6 per cent., and
that is the highest average ever received by
any applicant for admission to the Ohio bar.

Since beginning practice at Toledo Mr. Gay-
nor has specialized in corporation law and has
already built up a very promising clientage.

He was born in Lowell, Massachusetts, June
3, 1887, a son of John J. and Josephine L.

(Connor) Gaynor. His father was born at

Dryden Springs, New York, and his mother
at Ithaca, New York. John J. Gaynor for a
number of years was associated in business
with the C. F. Adams and Company of Toledo,
afterwards removed to Lowell, I\Iassachusetts,

where he was in business, and in 1901 returned
to Toledo and became a tobacconist in the old
St. Paul Building. He died July 22, 1915, at
Toledo, Ohio. He was a very successful busi-

ness man. He was a devout Catholic, a mem-
ber of the Knights of Columbus and the

Foresters and a democrat in politics.

Paul T. Gaynor was the only son of his par-
ents. He was educated in the public schools

of Toledo and of Lowell, Massachusetts, and
then entered the University of Michigan,
where he pursued his law studies until gradu-
ating. He is a member of the Catholic
Church, belongs to the Knights of Columbus,
the Commercial Club, and in politics is a
democrat. On August 16, 1916, he married
Miss Helen Blinn.

The Cochrun Family of Allen County was
established eiglit.v-five years ago in Northwest
Ohio, and while the earlier generations bore a
full share of responsibility in reclaiming the
wilderness, all the members of the family have
been industrious factors in community life

and valued citizens.

Rev. Simon Cochrun, the ancestor of all the
Cochruns in Allen County, was born August
3, 1755, and died June 9, 1845, at the age of

eighty-nine years, eleven mouths, six days.

He participated in the war for independence
on the American side.

His son, Wesley Cochrun, who died in Allen
County, Ohio, when upwards of eighty years

I
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of age, came to this section in 1831, and spent

his active years as a farmer in Sugar Creek
Township. He was an active factor in estab-

lishing and upholding the influence of the

Methodist Church in his community.
Simon Cochrun, son of Wesley and a grand-

son of the Revolutionary soldier and pioneer

Methodist preacher, was born in 1821, and was
ten years of age when he an'ived in Allen
County. He died in 1897. Simon Cochrun
married Lucinda Miller. Three of their chil-

dren are still living in Allen County : James
G. of Spencerville ; Lambert Y. of Spencer-
ville and Jasper Lee, who are successively

noted in followiog paragraphs.

James G. Cochrun was born in Siigar Creek
Township of Allen County March 27, 1847,

had a public school education, and for about
fifteen years devoted all his time and energies

to farming and livestock raising. Since 1886
his home has been in Spencerville, where he

has been engaged in the meat, coal and ice

business. He now conducts a coal and ice

business,- and also looks after the management
of his fine farm of 300 acres. He is a past

chancellor of the Knights of Pythias. James
G. Cochrun was married October 15, 1886, to

]\Iinnie Hover, of Amanda Township, a daugh-
ter of CjTus and Martha (Post) Hover.
James G. Cochrun served two terms as mayor
of Spencerville, was for four years a justice

of the peace and is a republican in politics.

Lambert Y. Cochrun, who was born in

Sugar Creek Township of Allen County
August 1, 1849, grew up on a farm and after

completing his course in the public schools

attended Lebanon College, and for five years

taught public school and was also a music
teacher. Since 1879 he has been a dry goods
merchant at Spencerville. He served fourteen

years as a member of the local school board,

for two terms was township clerk and for two
terms to-svnship treasurer, and has also been
treasurer of the Village of Spencerville. He
was married March 31, 1872, to IMargaret Ber-
ryman of Auglaize County. Their four chil-

dren are: Bert C, a merchant tailor at

Spencerville who married Delphine Stump
and has a son Basil G. ; Caroline, who lives

at home with her parents; Janet, the wife of

I. N. Hapner of Gainesville, Florida: and
Frank W., who lives at Hammond, Indiana,

and married Ora Stump of Roekford, Ohio.

Lambert Cochrun is a Mason and is past chan-
cellor of the Knights of Pythias.

Jasper Lee Cochrun, the youngest of the

living sons of Simon Cochrun, was born in

Allen County February 1, 1859. After his

training in the country schools he attended
the Normal College at Ada, and for five yeai*s

taught school. Most of his active career has
been devoted to farming and live stock raising,

and he now resides in Spencerville. For
twenty odd years he was a member of the

school board in Amanda Township, and has
always given his influence to the upbuilding
of local institutions and has played a helpful
part in his community. He is now vice presi-

dent of the Citizens Bank of Spencerville.

Politically he is a republican, and is a past

chancellor of the Knights of Pythias.

Jasper L. Cochrun married June 5, 1881,

Catherine Carmean. Their son Paul W^esley

is editor and proprietor of the Journal News
at Spencerville, and is referred to on another
page. The second son, James Lee, is now field

agent for the United States Department of

Agriculture at Columbus, Ohio. He served
seven years in the Constabularj' service in the

Philippine Islands, being given a medal for

"valor" by the United States Government.
He married July 13, 1914, Lela Purdy of

Spencerville, and they have two children : a
daughter, Betty Ann, and a son, James Lee,

Jr. James L. Cochrun is a member of the

Army and Navy Club at ^Manila, Philippine

Islands, and is affiliated with the Phi Kappa
college fraternity and the Masonic order.

Paul, Wesley Cochrun who is now owner
and editor of the Spencerville Journal-News,
represents one of the very old families of

Northwest Ohio, and has had an active and
interesting personal career, not only as a
newspaper man, but in educational work.
He was born in Amanda Township of Allen

County June 6, 1884, a member of the well

known Cochrun family described on preceding
pages. His parents are Jasper Lee and Cath-
erine (Carmean) Cochrun, while his gi-and-

parents were Simon and Lucinda (Miller)

Cochrun. His grandparents came to Ohio in

the vei-y early days.

Mr. Cochrun grew up on a farm, had a pub-
lic school education and afterwards completed
his education in the Ohio Weslej^an University
at Delaware. For nine years he was identified

with school work, and during that time he
made a complete tour of the world. For a
year and a half he was superintendent of the

District of Cotabata in the Lsland of Min-
danao in the Philippine Islands.

In November, 1913, having returned to the

United States, he bought the Journal-News at
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Spencerville, and has since given all his time

to his work as editor and publisher. Mr.

Cochrun is a member of the Phi Kappa Psi

Fraternity, of the Masonic order, and in Odd
Fellowship is a member of the subordinate

lodge, Encampment and the Rebekahs. His

church home is with the Methodist denomina-

tion.

The Spencerville Journal was established

May 9, 1879, by John Summerset. In politics

it maintained a neutral attitude. For several

years the Journal was published at Delphos

and the papers were brought by train to

Spencerville for distribution. In 1896 another

paper was established, known as the News, but

in 1899 the two were consolidated as the Jour-

nal-News. This is one of the influential

weeklies of Allen County, and is democratic

in sentiment. It has a circulation of 2,200, has

a well equipped shop, and four people are

employed.

Edw.vrd a. Hettel, whose home has been

within the limits of Henry County for the

past thirty years, is most widely known as the

president of the Farmers Grain and Stock

Company, of Elery, Monroe Township in that

county. His has been a career of advance-

ment since he did his first independent farm-

ing, and some years ago he graduated or re-

tired from the farm to a home in Napoleon,

from which city he manages as chief executive

this important business enterprise of Henry
County.

Elery is located on the Cloverleaf Railway,

and its chief importance is due to the business

contracted through the Farmei-s Grain and
Stock Company. This company was organized

in 1912 and has been in active operation since

July of that year. Its first president was

Mr. Edward Detmer, who in February, 1916,

took the office of vice president and was suc-

ceeded by Mr. Edward A. Hettel as president.

The secretary and treasurer is Tobias Liefer.

The active manager of the business at Elery

is Mr. Frank Foster, an old and representa-

tive citizen of Henry County. This company
has prospered and grown constantly since it

was founded, and carries on a large business

the entire year through. The company handles

about fifteen car loads of grain every month,

and their market is found not only in this

section of Ohio but in other states and cities.

In the management of this company, as

well as in all other interests that have come
within his scope Mr. Hettel has proved him-

self a forceful and vigorous business man.

The farm on which he resided for twenty-
two years before removing to Napoleon is sit-

uated in Flatrock Township, section 14, and
he still owns that place of 160 acres. "While

he lived there h*^ improved it in many ways,
and the substantial part of his prosperity was
acquired from the work he did while there.

About eight years ago when he retired from
the farm Mr. Hettel bought a comfortable
and substantial eight-room house on West
Washington Street and Shefifield Avenue.
Since moving to Napoleon he has given most
of his time to the grain and .stock business.

He is a native of Huron County, Ohio, born
south of Monroeville in Peru Township, De-
cember 20, 1860. He grew up and received

his early education there, trained himself as

a practical farmer, and on moving to Henry
County in 1886 bought the farm already men-
tioned and which remained his home for

twenty-two years.

ilr. Hettel is a son of Frank A. and Maggie
(Horn) Hettel. both of whom are natives of

Germany. His father was bom in 1816, and
his mother a year or two later. About 183-1

they set out for the New World, and were
married not long after reaching this country.

They were of the class of thrifty Germans
who have converted so much of the Ohio
wilderness into fertile and attractive farms.

They began life in this state in a log cabin,

and it was in a home of simple comforts and
surroundings that the children were born and
reared. Four of their children are still living

and are married. Mr. Hettel 's father died in

1908 and his mother in 1899. They were life-

long Catholics, and reared their children in

the same faith.

The only member of this family to come to

Henry County, his brothers being residents

of Huron County, Edward A. Hettel has been

well satisfied with the choice he made for a

permanent home. In Flatrock Township he

married Miss Mary B. Thompson. She was

also born in Huron County, on September 24,

1864. and when a child came to Henry County
with her parents, \^^lliam and Rosa (Fell)

Thompson. The Thompson family located en

.section 13 of Flatrock Township, and improved

a good farm there. Mrs. Thompson died in

July, 1888, and Mr. Thompson has since retired

to Fort Wayne, Indiana, where he is still liv-

ing and enjoying life at a good old age. He
is a democrat, and the Thompsons were also

Catholics.

Mr. and Mrs. Hettel have two children.

Clara is the wife of Urban Flory, a farmer in
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Napoleon Township. Florence J. has finished

her education in the public schools and in the

Toledo Business College, and is now employed
in the office of Judge James Donavan at Na-

j)oleon. ill', ami .Mrs. Hettel lost two children"

in childhood, Alfred and Bertha. The family

are regular comnuniieants of Saint Augustine
Catholic Church at Napoleon, and politically

]Mr. Hettel gives his support to the republican

Jacob Carl Hoch. For a man who has

only recently passed his thirtieth birthday,

Jacob C. Hoch has been very prominent and
has gained many honors in politics in his home
County of Allen. Mr. Hoch is now serving as

postmaster of Spcncerville.

He was born in Van Wert County, Ohio,

November 12, 1884, a son of Charles H. and
Ida (Blochberger) Hoch. His father, who is

now retired and spent many years as a

farmer, was born in ilarion County, Ohio, and
has lived in Allen County since 1885. He has

served as trustee of Spencer Township.
Educated in the public schools and graduat-

ing in 1904 from the Lima Business College,

Jacob C. Hoch spent several years as superin-

tendent of one of his father's farms. From
the first he took an active part in democratic
politics, and has served three terms as central

committeeman from Spencer TowrLship, hav-

ing been elected without opposition the last

time. He was assessor for two years of Spen-
cer Township, and in 1909 was elected for one
term as laid appraiser. In 1911 he was ap-

pointed deputy county recorder of Allen

County, a post he filled with distinction for

three years. Then on December 31, 1914, he

was appointed postmaster of Spencerville,

and has had full charge of the office and has

administered it with characteristic energy and
capability since January, 1915.

Mr. Hoch 'is a member of the Progressive

Association and is affiliated with the Masonic
order and the Knights of Pythias. He is a

member of the German Reform Church.

E. W. Evans is a member of the firm of

Evans & Gohlke, general gi'ocers, at 315
North Main Street, Pindlay. While he is

generally recognized as one of the independ-

ent business men of Findlay, ilr. Evans at-

tained that position at an age when most men
are going through the ordeal of business

apprenticeship.

He is only twenty-three years old, having
been born at Fostoria, Ohio, in 1894, a son

of W. G. and Cora (Ludwig) Evans. He has
both Welsh and German ancestry, his pater-

nal grandfather Meredith R. Evans having
been a native of Wales. A year after his

birth the family removed to Findlay, where
he grew up and had the advantages of the

local schools. He was graduated from high
school with the class of 1912, having taken the

English-Latin and the bookkeeping and com-
mercial courses.

His first business experience was three years

as bookkeeper and stenographer for the Buck-
eye Traction Ditcher Company. He then
spent six months with Isbell Bean Company
of Detroit, and returning to Findlay sought a

business opening of his own, with such capi-

tal as he had been able to save from his earn-

ings. In April, 1916, he bought the interest

of Carl Smith in the grocgry firm of Smith &
Gohlke, and the name then became Evans &
Gohlke. The firm maintains a well stocked

store, and the business is proving a money
maker.

Mr. Evans is independent in politics, and
is a member of the First Methodist Episcopal
Church, and of Findlay Lodge, No. 227.

Free and Accepted Masons.

William Edward Ellis is an expert when
it comes to anything connected with the

handling or repairs of automobiles, and has
built up a tremendous business at Findlay
known as the Ellis Garage, 319 North Main
Street.

Mr. Ellis has won a position as an inde-

pendent business man after years of hard
work in mechanical lines. He was bom at

Findlay in 1879, is of English and German
stock, and a sou of I. P. and Lucinda (Grouse)
Ellis. His father was a contractor.

Until he was fourteen yeai-s of age the pub-
lie schools of Pindlay furnished him the

instruction with which he began life for him-
self. As a boy apprentice he entered the

plant of Salem Wire Nail Company, and spent

six years with that concern, finally being made
a machine operator. He next was connected
for a time with the American Steel & Wire
Company, and then removed to Kokomo, In-

diana, where he put in nine years as a machine
operator for the Kokomo Nail and Brad Com-
pany. While in Kokomo he became interested

in the automobile business, and for a year
was an automobile salesman. He not only ac-

quired a knowledge of automobiles as a busi-

ness proposition, but also on the mechanical
side, and with his experience and with the
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savings from his many years as a worker he
returned to Findlay in 1914 and opened his

first garage and repair shop at 325 Main
Street. He became well known in his native

town, and having all the qualifications to ren-

der perfect service, his business prospered and
he was soon obliged to obtain larger quarters.

He then removed to 319 North Main Street,

his present location, where he has the entire

three floors of the building occupying ground
space 125x50 feet. Mr. Ellis is also sole

agent for Hancock County of the Allen auto-

mobile, and shares with another man the

county agency of the Hupmobile car.

In 1914 he married Elizabeth Ruth Sayers,

daughter of Robert and Annie Sayers of Sa-

lem, Ohio. Mr. Ellis is an independent in

politics and is a member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. _

Edw.\rd H. Mitchell, contractor and
builder with offices in the Spitzer Building at

Toledo, began his business career in the field

of banking and milling in which his father,

the late Reuben Jlitchell, made such a con-

spicuous success in Lucas County. Reuben
Mitchell was one of the early settlers of Mau-
mee, organized the first bank in Lucas County,
and continued to be identified with banking
and other enterprises for a long period of

years. Reuben Mitchell was a native of Maine.
Edward H. Mitchell was bom in Maumee,

Lucas County, June 30, 1876, the youngest in

a family of seven children. He attended the

common and high schools of Maumee and
completed his education in St. Johnsburv's
Academy in Vermont. He learned milling
and banking under his father at Maiimee, and
from a clerk was promoted to the office of
cashier when only nineteen years of age. Sev-
eral years later he went on the road as a

traveling salesman for a large milling con-
cern, and in 1906 he engaged in business

under the firm name Mitchell Milling Com-
pany.

After three years Mr. Mitchell retired from
the milling business and became a contractor
and builder at Toledo. He has done an exten-

sive business in the construction of residences
and flats, and has made a specialty of sub-
dividing acres for improvement with resi-

dences and other forms of home architecture.
In that way he has done much to build up
some of the vacant districts in and around
Toledo. Mr. ilitchell takes a deep interest

in public affairs affecting his home city, is a
member of the Toledo Commerce Club, and

in politics is a republican voter. His home is

at 1132 Walbridge Drive.

Mr. Mitchell was married October 6, 1906,
to Miss Laura A. Spring, daughter of A. L.

'and Adeline (Cram) Spring. Three children

have blessed this union : Alva M., Josephine
E. and Adaline E.

John Henry Magee. The residence of

John Henry ]\Iagee in Ottawa County ante-

dated the corporate existence of the City of
Elmore, he having taken up his abode here as

a boy in 1841. From the year 1861 to the

time of his death he was engaged in a variety

of pursuits, all connected with the rising

business and financial interests of the city,

with whose growth he was intimatel.y re-

lated, and with whose prosperity he himself

prospered. ^Manufacturing, agriculture and
finance, all shared his labor, and his hands laid

hold of incipient institutions and helped to

bring them to strength and maturity. At the

time of his death he was president of the Bank
of Elmore, one of the strong financial institu-

tions of Ottawa County, which has been in

existence for a period of forty-seven years.

John H. Magee was born in New Yoi'k

State, September 25, 1833, and was eight years

old when brought by his parents to Ottawa
County. Educated in the public schools, he

was engaged in various lines of business until

1873, when he embarked in the manufacture
of staves and heading and has since conducted
a large and important sawmill. He also began
at an early date to invest his means in farm-

ing property, adding to his holdings until he

had 3,500 acres in Paulding County, the

greater part of which land ha.s since been sold,

and 1,000 acres in Ottawa County, where he

owned several of the largest and most valuable

properties devoted to agriculture. In 1868

ilr. Magee entered the field of finance when
he became tlie founder of a jirivate bank
which was operated under his name. This

institution prospered and flourished, having

at all times the confidence and patronage of

the people of Elmore and the surrounding

countryside. In 1907, it was decided that the

bank be reorganized, when Mr. Magee had
determined to retire, but subsequent events

made him feel that his hand was needed to

guide its affairs, and when the Bank of El-

more began operations, July 1, 1907, he was
found in the president's office, with John N.

Magee as vice president and Edward P. Car-

sten as cashier. The bank has continued to

enjoy the patronage and confidence of the
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people, its present deposits being $410,000, the

concern paying four per cent on savings. The
capital is $25,000, the surplus a like amount
and the undivided profits $5,000, and the

institution owns its own banking hoiise, a two
story brick building, 18x72 feet, with offices

in the second story. In addition to discharg-

ing the duties as chief executive of this con-

cern Mr. Magee was vice president of the

First National Bank of Oak Harbor, Ohio.

A democrat in his political views, Mr. Ma-
gee was the incumbent of many oiBcial posi-

tions. In his younger years he was frequently

elected to township offices, later served as

treasurer of Ottawa County for two terras,

and was finally sent by his fellow-citizens as

representative of his county in the Ohio Legis-

lature, in which body he served two terms,

being known as a working member and serving

on the finance and other important com-

mittees. Although he reached an age when
most men are willing to retire from the active

affairs of life, he still continued in the manage-
ment of his multitudinous and important in-

terests, displaying the same sagacity, keen

judgment and foresight that characterized his

younger years.

Mr. Magee was married three times, the

present j\Irs. Magee having been a member of

the well known Fairehild family of this

county. Mr. ilagee has two sons : John Nicho-

las, of Toledo, Ohio, who is engaged in the

real estate business ; and Ralph Lawrence, of

Fort Wayne, Indiana, a contractor and
builder, banker, and publisher of the City and
Suburban Magazine.

Ben.T-amtn' Franklin Chroninger. Every
home is an expression of the tastes and char-

acter of its owner. In the ease of a farm, the

liome also shows the business entei-prise of

the man who has developed and occupied it.

Tlierefore it is not necessary to dig deeply

into the records to find out what sort of man
Benjamin Franklin Chroninger is. His fine

])laee in section 16 in Liberty Township is a

standing illustration of many qualities of

thoroughness, industry, enterprise, careful and
studious management.

This, one of the most beautiful farms in

Henry County, is properly called "The Queen
of Acres." Everything there is modern, and
it is not only a home of comfort but one of

scientific arrangement so far as efficiency is

concerned in handling the work conducted
there. The quality of the soil on The Queen
of Acres Farm may be called black loam clay

subsoil, and the farm is level and cultivated

so thoroughly that there is hardly a square

foot of waste anywhere. Mr. Chroninger be-

lieves in good stock, and keeps his live stock

only of the best grades. Years of effort have

been required to surround him with these

varied comforts and conveniences, .and in fact

he has been a hard worker ever since he was
a bo}' of tender years. Early in life he was
a teacher, and the girl he married was at one

time his pupil. It was Mr. Chroninger 's early

ambition to become a lawyer. Had he car-

ried out his ambition he would have reached

a position in the profession perhaps even

greater than the position he holds as a farmer

and agriculturist. He is naturally a leader,

and while he has been verj^ modest and has

never sought an office, he has- nevertheless

exercised a great influence in his community.

A man strong of mind and body, he has a

keen and eager intelligence, and his mind
works rapidly and shows itself in a flow of

language such as few members of the learned

profession could equal. Mr. Chroninger is

also one of the foremost workers in the Chris

tian Union Church, and has contributed a

great many able articles from his pen to

church papers.

He is of old Pennsylvania stock and
family. His grandfather, Henry Chroninger,

was born in Western Pennsylvania, and his

wife Elizabeth was a native of the same state.

Henry Chroninger was a son of a Revolu-

tionary soldier, who spent all his life in Penn-
sylvania. Farming has been the dominant
occupation in all the generations. Not long

after his iiiiin-iauv Tli'nry Chi-oninger moved
across the I '.'mis\ Ivjniii line into Stark

County, Ohio, .iikI established liis linme there

earlv 'in tln' last cciitiii-x-. For soiiic years

thev lived aiiioiie- tlie wildest of eon, lit ions.

Tlieir lionie was neai- Wolf Creek. All their

children were born in Stark County including

George Chroninger, who was born September

12, 1816. Others were Henry, Margaret,

Susan, Libby and Martha.
George Chroninger grew up in Stark

County and on June 26, 1841. was married in

Tuscarawas County to Elizabeth Ann Hinckle.

After their marriage they continued to reside

in Eastern Ohio, and while living there Benja-

min Franklin Chroninger was born October

14, 1840. Another son, Cicero, was also born

there but died in infancy.

In 1843, when Benjamin F. Chroninger was
three years of age, his parents set out in a

wagon drawn by an ox team for Henry County.

It required some days to make the journey.

Arriving in this county George Chroninger
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entered eighty acres in the southeast corner
of section 28 in Liberty Township and later

purchased eighty acres adjoining. For three
weeks the family continued to make their home
in the wagon until the father could cut away
the heavy timber and erect a primitive log
cabin, which constituted their first home in

Henry County. During the first winter a

quilt was hung up over the opening in lieu

of a door. Outside the wolves howled around,
hears were not infrequent, and had the occu-
pants of the home not been of true pioneer
courage it would have been a very dreary
beginning. The little home was of logs, cov-

ered with clapboards, and at one end rose a

chimney built of sticks and mud. Inside was
a broad fireplace, where the wood burned was
cut in four-foot lengths. The mother cooked
all the meals at that fireplace, and in the early

days these meals were of the very simplest,

comprising corn cakes and meat obtained from
the wild game which could be found in

abundance in the surrounding timber. Every
acre put into cultivation meant many days
of labor in clearing away the woods and under-
growth. That was a swamp3' section, and in

some instances it was necessary to build em-
bankments in order to keep out the water.

George Chroninger was a hard worker, and
in time his work showed itself in extensive

clearings around his home and in well culti-

vated fields. He also built a fine barn, and
in time erected a substantial frame house.

After they came to Henin- County other chil-

dren were born, including: Henry, who has
a daughter Nettie by his first wife whose
maiden name was Lydia Gensel; Arminda,
who first married Albert Knapp and later

August Brandes, and had four daughters and
three sons; Samuel, who died a child; Lydia,
who died at the age of ten j^ears: George,
who married Nora Sworden, and at his death
left one son Otha: Monroe, who died at the

age of nineteen ; Elsie, who is the wife of

Ilenry Bade, and they live on the old Chron-
inger homestead in section 28 ; and Rush, who
died young. i\Iildred A. Grose, who was born
in Detroit, I\Iichigan, in 1905, was oiphaned
at the age of five years, and is now being
carefully reared and trained in the home cf

her grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Chron-
inger, and she is a student in the Liberty
Center High School.

It should be mentioned that the old

Chroninger residence, built to take the place
of the first log cabin, was constructed entirely

of yellow poplar timber, while the barn was

built of white poplar. In that home the
father died April 28, 1908, and the mother
on October 29, 1899. These worthy people
were among the first members of the Chris-
tian Union Church, and assisted in organizing
it in Ohio in 1863 at Columbus. George
Chroninger did his part in building the first

church in Liberty Township in 1864 and was
thenceforward a leader and one of the most
liberal supporters of his home institution.

His leadership also extended to community
affairs, and his fellow citizens in the township
called upon him for public serv-ice in every
capaeit.y. He was a democrat.
Benjamin F. Chroninger from the age of

three years grew to adult life on the old home-
stead. As soon as his strength permitted he
took his place in the fields and in the woods,
and did con.siderable of the clearing out and
the breaking of the land. When he was thir-

teen years of age he plowed and put in fifteen

acres of wheat, and since then has been a

hard working man all his life. His present
place comprises 160 acres in Liberty Town-
ship, and of that 110 acres are thoroughly tiled

anci under intensive cultivation. Forty-eight

thousand tiles were laid to completely drain
the place, and the farm bears no resemblance
to the swampy condition in which the first

settlers found it. Mr. Chroninger has a barn
on a foundation 40 by 80 feet with 20-foot

po.sts, and with slate roof. One notable feature

indicating the efficiency of the arrangement
and management is the abundant supply of

water drawn from deep wells and piped to all

places where required about the farm. The
Chroninger home is a large nine-room house
with basement, furnished with hot and cold

water, and there is an acetylene gas lighting

plant for both the house and barn. In fact

this is one of the show places of Liberty Town-
ship, and is highly creditable to the man of

enterprise who has owned it for so many
vears.

In Liberty Township July 17, 1870, Mr.
Chroninger married Miss Asenath Babeock.
She was born in that township^ August 8, 1851,

and was reared and educate'd there, and as

alread.v stated the girl he married was for a

time a pupil under Mr. Chroninger. Her
parents were Lorenzo and Sarah Ann
(Patrick) Babeock, both natives of New York
State, and of Jefferson County. Her father

was born there Fe'bruar.v 25, 1825, and her

mother January 1, 1833. They were married
in 1847 and soon afterwards came to Henry
Countv, Ohio, locating on a new farm which
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they developed from a couditiou of utmost
wildiiess. There they spent the rest of their

days, and her father died in 1905 at the age of

eighty and her mother on January 29, 1915,

aged eighty-three. They were also early and
active members of the Christian Union Church.

J\Ir. and ;\Irs. Chroninger have two children,

RoUie R., born April 2, 1871, is now active

manager of his father's home farm. He mar-
ried Catherine Price of Liberty Township,
and both were educated in the local grade
schools. The two children born of their

union both died in early infancy. Lillie B..

born November 8, 1872, was educated in the

public schools and is the wife of George
Stewart, who owns one of the large farms in

Liberty Township. Mr. and ilrs. Stewart
have the following children : Vernice, who
married Leonard Shoemaker and lives on a

farm in Liberty Township, and are the parents

of a daughter Jessie I. The other children

of Mr. and Jlrs. Stewart are Elmer, Alta

aged eleven, and Ruby. Both ]Mr. and ilrs.

Chroninger are active members and supporters

of the Christian Union Church, known as tlie

Hebron Church. He is a member of the dis-

trict council and of the state church board.

Politically he is a democrat and for six years

held the office of township assessor.

C. D. H.\YWARD is a veteran business man
of Findlay, his experience covering fully

thirty years, and is secretary and treasurer

of the Buckeye Traction Ditcher Company,
the largest industry of its kind in the world.

This is a business which more than anything

else has made the name Findlay familiar to

the people of remote states and countries.

The products of the Buckeye Traction Ditcher

Company have a world wide distribution and
Mr. Hayward personally has been one of the

important factors in its growing success.

He was born at Kelloggsville, Ohio, in

1859, a son of Samuel and Edna (Deane)

Haj-ward. His parents were of English stock.

His father was formerly a tanner at Kelloggs-

ville and later removed to Conneaut, Ohio,

where he organized the Conneaut Banking
Company.

ilr. Hayward spent most of his childhood

and early youth in Conneaut, where he at-

tended the public schools and the academy.

His first business experience was in Chicago,

where he spent two years, in the wholesale

department of Marshall Field & Company,
and in 1886 eame to Findlav. Here he

opened a lumber yard, and was one of the
leading local lumber merchants until 1910.

Mr. Hayward became identified with the
Buckeye Traction Ditcher Company in 1906,
is one of its large stockholders, and as secre-
tary and treasurer has exercised a firm hand
in guiding the destiny of the business. The
machines manufactured by his company have
become recognized as second to none in point
of efficiency and sei-vice, and the company
manufacture ditching machines of various
types, oil machinery, and tractors.

ilr. Hayward was married in 1906 to Miss
Clara May Colburn, daughter of John M. and
Rachel (Waterman) Colburn. Mrs. Hayward
is also of English ancestry. They have one
child, Rachel Deane, now eight years old. Mr.
Hayward is a republican, a member of the
Christian Science Church, and is affiliated
with the Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks.

John Cummins. One of the old estab-
lished names on the Bass Islands in Lake Erie
is that of Cummins. The people of that
name have been closely identified with the
varied industries of the Great Lakes and the
surrounding region, including activities as
sailors, lighthouse keepers, grape growers and
farmers, and it is as a grape grower and fisher-
man that :Mr. John Cummins of Isle St.
George is chiefly known.
Mr. John Cummins was born on North

Bass Island, a son of Peter and Margaret
(Fox) Cummins. His maternal grandfather
was John Fox, and reference to the Fox fam-
ily will be found on other pages of this pub-
lication. Peter Cummins was born in
Ireland, and all his people were salt water
sailors. His brother James came to the Great
Lakes and was for a number of years lisrht-

house keeper on Pelee Island, where he died
March 8, 1891. He gave an uninterrupted
service for many years, and on one occasion
his heroism prompted the Government to
award him a gold watch. This timepiece is

now the cherished possession of his nephew,
Mr. John Cummins. When James Cummins
eame to Pelee Peter Cummins was still in Ire-
land. A little later he followed his brother
and soon found plenty to do on the islands of
Lake Erie. He was married on Pelee Island,
and later moved to North Bass Island. There
he bought land and took up the culture of
grapes, making a success of his vineyard.
About 1878, in order to give his children
better school advantages, he rented his vine-
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yard and removed to Toronto. During the

two years he spent there his daughter Rosa
died, and the family then returned to North
Bass Island. He subsequently bought some
property in Sandwich, Ontario, but did not

improve it and subsequently sold out. He
continued his residence on North Bass Island

until his death on December 29, 1891, at the

age of sixty-one. After becoming an Ameri-

can citizen he was a democratic voter and was
very active in local affairs, holding the office

of trustee at the time of his death. His
widow, who was born March 4, 1833, is still

living, making her home with her son John
and is quite hale and hearty for the great

weight of years she bears. All the other chil-

dren, James, Mary and Eosa, are now de-

ceased.

As soon as John Cummins was old enough
he began working in the fisheries and also be-

came a Great Lakes sailor. Practically every

season for eight or nine years he was on some
lake boat and he knew every harbor and port

and inlet around Lake Erie. Shortly after

the death of his father he gave up the active

management of the old farm and vineyard

and purchased a property which he operated

in connection with his fishing equipment. He
now owns a well improved place of twenty
acres, fourteen acres of which are planted to

vineyard. His fishing industry has likewise

been developed to large proportions, and dur-

ing the season he sets about forty nets and
keeps two men steadily employed.

Mr. Cummins married Miss Mary Render-
lie, of Sandusky, and they have one son,

Stewart. Politically Mr. Cummins is a repub-
lican.

John Melville Guise, M. D. With nearly

thirty years of successful experience behind
him Doctor Guise is one of the oldest and most
widely known medical practitioners in Han-
cock County. He represents an old and hon-

ored family of this section of Northwest Ohio.

He was born in Hancock County Septem-
ber 21, 1854, a son of Jesse and Catherine

(Cherry) Guise, who were pioneers of Han-
cock County. His father was a successful

contractor in Findlay for many years. Doctor
Guise's brother Philander Nettleton Guise
spent twenty-seven years in the United States

navy as a pharmacist and is now retired with
the rank of captain.

Doctor Guise received his early education
in the public schools of Findlay, and lacking

the means to immediately enter a professional

life he spent about eight and a half years

clerking in ' different establishments, and
finally entered the office of the old and promi-
nent Findlay physician, Doctor Firmin, where
he continued the study of medicine for two
years. In 1885 he entered the Ohio Medical

College at Cincinnati, where he was graduated
M. D. with the class of 1887.

Returning to Findlay he began the general

practice which he has carried on with so much
success ever since. Though he has done some
minor surgery with success. Doctor Guise is

primarily a general physician and as such he

is most widely known. He is an active mem-
ber of the different medical societies, and in

1889-90 was physician to the Hancock County
Infirmary.

On September 12, 1882, he married Miss

Louise L. Gubbins of Philadelphia. Their son

Warren Jesse is a resident of Philadelphia,

and their daughter Mary Eugenia is teaching

school at Findlay.

Doctor Guise is an independent republican.

He is a member of the First Presbyterian

Church, and he and his family move in the

best social circles of Findlay.

Clyde T. Addison. One of the best known
mercantile firms of Findlay is Ulsh & Addi-

son. They are merchants dealing in groceries,

and by strict attention to business, by keeping

a fresh and well selected stock of goods, have

built up a trade second to none among the

firms of that class in Hancock County.

The junior member of this firm. Mr. Addi-

son, has found success as a result of hard

work and by a varied experience largely in

mercantile lines. He was born at Middle-

port, Ohio, :May 8, 1877, a son of John E.

and Rachel M. (Hier) Addison. His mother

was a daughter of Jeremiah Hier of Butler,

Pennsylvania. Jeremiah Hier, on coming to

Ohio located three miles northeast of iliddle-

point, where he was the pioneer shoemaker.

He made the first pair of shoes in that section

of the state. Until he came shoes were always

shipped in to supply the needs of the locality.

From the time of his settlement until his death

he lived in that one community and was
reasonably prospered in his business enter-

prises and was always a man of high repute.

He became the father of thirteen children,

seven sons and six daughters. Jeremiah Hier

was of Scotch ancestry, while his wife was of

Pennsylvania German ancestry. John E.

Addison settled in Middlepoint, Ohio, and was
first engaged in the mercantile business, later
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in the manufacturing of staves and still later

engaged in the oil fields of Hancock County.
He and his wife had three children : Pearl,

Myrtle and Clyde T. The daughters are both
married and live in Van Wert, Ohio.

Clyde T. Addison grew up near his birth-

place, attended the country schools until the

age of ten, and spent the next four years
learning the trade of baker in Van Wert.
Thus from early years he has been making
his own way in the world, and when still a boy
lie found a position with the Columbus
Bakery, who employed him at Findlay. At
the age of eighteen he went to Columbus and
was in the baking business there for several

years, but then gave up his trade to take a

rather different line of occupation as tool

dresser in the oil fields. Altogether he spent
eiL on years in the oil industry. On leaving
the oil business he became clei-k in 1905 with
W. B. Ulsh in the grocery business at Findlay.
After three years he was employed by the

firm of Ulsh & Norris, and in 1912. associated

with Mr. Ulsh, he bought the J. L. iletzler

grocery at the location where the firm of Ulsh
& Addison have since carried on their trade.

Every one in Findlay knows the firm of Ulsh
& Addison, and the extent of its business can
be indicated best by the fact that the volume
of trade in 1916 was about $50,000.

On October 17, 1905, Mr. Addison married
Edith Brickman. Mrs. Addison's father is

Frank Brickman, long connected with the

police "department of Findlay. 'Sir. and Mrs.
Addison arei members of the Second Presby-
terian Churcli and in matters of politics he
is independent.

]MiLTON Samuel Williamson, SI. D. One
of the oldest physicians still in active practice

in Northwest Ohio, Dr. :\Iilton Samuel Wil-
liamson secured his M. D. degree forty years

ago, and for over a quarter of a century has
been an honored member of the medical
fraternity in Findlay.
He was born in Seneca County, Ohio, De-

cember 19, 1852, a son of John Wesley and
Elizabeth (Wiseman) William.son. His father

was a farmer of Seneca County, and the Wil-
liamson ancestry goes back to English stock

of Puritan antecedents, and has been Ameri-
can since the time of the Mayflower.
As a boy Doctor Williamson attended

country schools. For one year he was a stu-

dent in the Findlay High School, and for

three years pursued his studies in the Heidel-
berg College at Tiffin. Like many men who

have gained success in professional ranks, he
began his career as a school teacher. He
taught at Big Spring in Seneca County and
in other towns. His ambition even at that
date was to become a physician, and he care-
fully eonsei*ved his resources in order that he
might complete a thorough medical education.
For four years he studied medicine under the
direction of Doctor Cake at West Independ-
ence, Ohio. In 1873 he entered the medical
department of Wooster University, that medi-
cal department being now the medical school
of Western Reserve University. Graduated
M. D. in 1876, he spent the next eight years
in a successful practice at West Independence.
Selling his practice, he had his ofifice for six

years at Arcadia in Hancock County and also

four years of that time at Alvada in Seneca
County. Since 1890 Doctor Williamson has
had his home in Findlay, and besides a general
practice does considerable surgery.

In 1884 he took post-graduate work in the
Rusli iledical College at Chicago, and has also

attended the Chicago Policlinic. For eight
years he was United States Pension Examiner,
served as city physician of Findlay from 1908
to 1911, as county physician of Hancock
County from 1911 to 1914 and for the past
twenty years has been a member of the
Boarcl of Visitoi-s of the State and National
Board of Charities. Professionally he is iden-
tified with the Hancock County and Ohio
State Medical Societies and the Northwest
Ohio Medical Association and the American
Medical Association. In politics he is a demo-
crat and fraternally is affiliated with the
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.

In 1876 at Findlay Doctor Williamson
married Ella Watson, daughter of Henry
Watson. Their one living daughter is Florence
Nightingale, who was born in 1879 and is

now Mrs. H. C. Struble of Findlay. Mrs.
Struble has two children : E. Williamson, born
in 1907. and Sarah Ellen, born in 1911.
Doctor Williamson had a daughter Lina. who
was born in 1882 and died in 1906. She
married Fred Ludwig, of Alvada, Ohio, now
in the United States Revenue Department at

Toledo, Ohio.

Anthony Miller. If any one citizen of
Henry County desei-ves to be pointed out as

an example of successful achievement it is

Anthony Miller, whose fine cnunti-y liome is

on section 27 of Ridgevillc Townshiii. Both
he and his wife evidently imssrss tlinse quali-

ties which make for success. Thev started out
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with a capital consisting only of industry,

thrift, sound judgment and common sense,

and with these have made a notable showing.

Their fine home betrays the hard and in-

telligent work of their career. For twenty-

nine years the.y have owned the eighty acres

comprising their homestead, and Mr. Miller

is considered one of the ablest farmers on one

of the best farms in the county. Season after

season he has produced some of the largest

crops of all kinds of cereals, and his land is

thoroughly and adequately drained by an ex-

tensive .system of tiling. He engaged in mixed
farming, and has the best grades of stock of

all kinds. Few farmers in Ohio are better

equipped both by experience and by material

facilities for high class work. The financial

success of his farm has largely come from
the stock raising end of the busine.ss.

In December, 1885, Mr. Miller married
Miss Emma C. Meyers. That may be con-

sidered the start of his career. For about

two years after his marriage he and his wife

lived" on farms in Henry County, working and
economizing, and they then rented the old

Doctor Emery Farm near Ridgeville Corners.

They kept that for eight years and made
considerable money, saving $1,100 and also

having some stock and implements when they

moved to their own place. The $1,100 was
the first payment on the homestead farm.

Since then they have made a comfortable

fortune, and with Mr. Miller looking after the

farm and fields and Mrs. Miller managing
the domestic quarters they have presented a

combination capable of unlocking the door to

a generous prosperity. Their farm has ex-

cellent buildings and one is a barn 44 by 84

feet with 20-foot posts. It is equipped for

the storage of grain and the housing of large

numbers of stock. One special feature of the

farm is poultry raising, in which ]Mi-s. Miller

is particularly interested. They have well

built poultry houses, and keep from' 500 to

700 head of chickens. Their annual revenue

from the sale of poultry and eggs amounts to

about $700. For the comforts of living they

have one of the most modern country homes

in Henry County. It comprises ten rooms

with basement, has facilities for the supplyins

of hot and cold watei", a bathroom, and all

other conveniences. A wide thirty-foot veran-

da is another feature of the home. This farm
is well known in Henry County as "the IMiller

Ranch,"
Anthony ^liller was born in Ridgeville

Township June 10, 1861, and has always

made his home in this county. His parents
were Ambrose and Theresa (Snyder) Miller.

Both w-ere natives of Bavaria, Germany, and
of Catholic ancestry. They grew up in their

native country, and came from Bremen to

New York. Ambrose Miller spent ninety-six

days in crossing the ocean. After their arrival

in Ridgeville Township of Henry County they
married, and started out as housekeepers in

a log cabin. Ambrose Miller undertook the

development of a tract of wild land, and in the

course of time had a better home, barns and a

well cultivated farm. He died May 5, 1904,

and his widow celebrated her eightieth birth-

day on July 4, 1916, and is still vigorous and
hearty. She has been a life-long Catholic and
Ambrose ^liller was a democratic voter. Of
their five sons and five daughters nine are still

living, and all married and have their homes
in either Henry or Fulton County.
On December 17, 1885, Anthony Jliller took

the partner which has been such a conspicuous

helpmate in all his subsequent career. She
was a neighbor girl, Emma C. Meyers, and
was born in Bucyi-us, Ohio, September 18.

1866, having been brought to Henry County
when quite young. Her parents were John
and Magdalene (Rich) Meyers. Her father

was a native of Pennsylvania and her mother
of France. Jolm Meyers was a shoemaker
and tanner by trade, followed his occupation

in Bucyrus for some years with his brother

Jacob, and later moved to Henry County and
improved a farm of 104 acres in Ridgeville

Township. After he had cleared up and cul-

tivated this farm for a number of years he

retired to Wauseon, where his death occurred

in 191 1 at the age of eighty-one. :Mrs. ^Miller 's

mother died in November, 1908, aged sixty-

four.

]Mr. and Mi-s. Miller have one daughter,

Grace, who graduated from the Ridgeville

Corners High School in 1916 and is still at

home.

Willis B. Ulsh. One of Findlay's very

successful merchants is Willis B. Ulsh, mem-
ber of the grocery house of Ilsh & Addison.

Mr. Ulsh is a native of Hancock County, but

his earlier years were spent in various western

states, and he knows by experience all the

vicissitudes of farming and home making in

the early days of the West. His real pros-

perity has been gained since he returned to

Hancock County and took up a business career

in Findlay.

He was born in Big Lick Township of
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Haueock Couuty August 19, 1868, a son of

Henry and Lydia (Riekenbaugh) Ulsh. His
early advantages were supplied by the country
schools. ]\Ir. Ulsh's father died in 1885.

After four years of work on his father's

farm, he left home and spent a number of

years first in one place and then in another
in the South and West. He was in Kansas
and Nebraska nnieh of the time, and he partic-

ipated in one of the land openings of Okla-

homa. His Oklahoma experience was not

altogether profitable for while he got his claim

of 160 acres he soon traded it for other land,

and left that country little better off for the

experience.

In 1899 Mr. Ulsh returned to Pindlay. and
became a worker in the oil fields as a tool

dresser. After saving $75 he invested in a

stock of groceries on the north side. He began
building up an extensive trade, and in 1906
sold a half interest in the store and continued
merchandising there until 1912. Selling out
to his partner, he and Mr. C. T. Addison then
bought the J. L. Metzler grocery at the present
location, 317 South Main Street. With his

store situated in one of the most eligible

locations in the city, Mr. Ulsh and his partner
have rapidly extended their business and in

the last year the volume of trade amounted
to $50,000. They carry a complete stock of

general and fancj' groceries, and have recently

installed a motor delivery service.

Politically ^Mr. Ulsh is a republican and is

a member of the First Methodist Church. He
is director and chairman of the Retail Mer-
chants' Association, belongs to the Findlay
Country Club, to the Home Guard, to Lodge
No. 400 of the Knights of Pythias, and to the

Modem Woodmen of America. In 1907 Mr.
Ulsh married Mrs. Verba jM. (Routson)
Johnston.

Charles F. Stolzenbach. At Lima, where
he has been in active business for more than
a quarter of a century. Charles F. Stolzenbach
has founded an establishment for the produc-
tion of high grade bakeiy goods that is one
of the model institutions of its kind in Ohio
and has brought him a distinctive place in

that line of business, indicated by his two
years presidency of the Ohio Bakers' Asso-

ciation.

His business connections have become
widely extended. He is also president of

the Allen Couuty Loan and Savings Com-
pany, and a director of the Lima Telegraph
& Telephone Company. For the past twenty

years Mr. Stolzenbach has been regularly ap-

pointed by the various mayors as a member
of the Board of Health, and ha-s frequently
filled the office of vice president in that body.

He represents the local bakers in the Rotarj'

Club and also belongs to the Lima and Coun-
try clubs and the United Commercial Travel-

ers.

Charles F. Stolzenbach was Ivorn November
24, 1859, at Roseville in Muskingum (/ounty,

Ohio, and soon after finishing his schooling

in the public institutions took up an ap-

prenticeship in the baker's trade with an
uncle Conrad Stolzenbach. W^hile an appren-
tice he learned the trade in all its branches,

and has for many years been a practical

master baker and with that as a foundation
has established a solid business prosperity.

He was first in business for himself at New
Comerstown in Tuscarawas County, Ohio, but

from there came to Lima, Ohio, on September
15, 1888, in order to have room for expansion

in his business. At first he bought a bakery
with two partners, his father and brother W.
F., but after a few months acquired the in-

terest of his brother W. F., and in [May, 1904,

his business was incorporated with a capital

stock of $30,000. Charles F. Stolzenbach own-
ing the controlling thirds of the business and
is its president and general manager.

In 1892 Mr. Stolzenbach married Magdalen
Hickey of Putnam County, Ohio. Their six

children are Edward, Mary Louise, Magdalen,
Charles Henry, Robert W. and Helen. ]Mr.

Stolzenbach is a member of the National
Bakers Association. He is a republican in

national affairs and liberal in local politics

and has never desired official honors. He and
his family are members of St. Paul Lutheran
Church.
Baking as a Fine Art—The origin of bak-

ing, as of most arts of primary importance,

precedes history and its inception is lost in

the dawn of human life. Recent investigation

and excavation of the lake dwellings in Swit-

zerland have produced abundant evidence that

the art of baking was practiced in the Stone
Age. Grinding stones have been found in

comparative abundance, while in the charred,

biiried ruins of many of the huts, the carbon-

ized remains of bread have rewarded the

search of the investigators.

At Robenhausen and Wangen, the best

specimens of the charred bread were discov-

ered. Even this eai'liest known form demon-
strates the fact that practically the same
ingredients were used at this pre-historic time
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as are used at present. Close examination of

these charred remains has proven to us that

a coarse meal of corn or barley was the princi-

pal ingredient. It is quite possible that spon-
taneous fermentation was allowed to raise the

dough before the bread was finally shaped into

loaves and baked on a flat stone, covered with
hot ashes.

The very early mention of bread in written
history, bears out the great antiquity of the
art of baking. Bread is first specifically men-
tioned in the Bible in Genesis xviii, 5, when
Abraham wishing to entertain the three angels
offered to "fetch a moi-sel of bread." Imme-
diately after this, he orders his household to

'make ready quickly three measures of fine

meal, knead it and make cakes on the hearth.
'

'

Later, (Genesis xix, 3) in the City of Sodom,
Lot entertained two angels and of his hospi-

tality we are informed that "he made them a
feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and
they did eat."

This early development of the negative ad-

jective, "unleavened," is positive proof, that
at this early day leavened or "light" bread
was known and its manufacture understood.
Among the Egyptians, baking was later

carried to a comparatively high state of per-

fection. They developed many kinds of bread
and cakes and flavored them, after the man-
ner of the Orientals, with aromatic essences

and spices. Their many varieties were not so

much the result of a different method of treat-

ment of a single, chief ingredient, as at the
present time, but rather through the use of

many different kinds of flour and a large vari-

ety of flavoring materials. From here the art

of baking was carried across the blue ilediter-

ranean to Greece, and the classic authors teem
with references to the baker's art.

In "The Deipnosophists" of Athenaeus,
mention is made of sixty-two kinds of bread
and minute descriptions of these are given.

We learn from Pliny (Natural History xviii,

28) that professional bakers were first intro-

duced into Rome at the close of the war with
Perseus. King of ilacedon. By the practical

Romans, the baking trade was formed into a

kind of guild with special immunities attached
to this calling. Public bakeries were placed
throughout tlie city and slaves were employed
for the heavier tasks. There were no mills at

this early period and all the grain was ground
at the bakeries. A special magistrate was
even appointed to supervise the bakers and
their methods of production. Although there
is not a very' great resemblance between these

first public bakeries of the Eternal City and
modern bakeries of the 20th century, never-
theless, all commercial bakeries of the present
time are a direct offspring of this experiment
in Rome.
From here the art of baking followed the

conquest of the Roman eagle. However, in

this later geographical distribution of the
baking arts, there is not the interest that lies

in the commercial problem that developed
from the public bakers in Rome.

Until this time, baking had been a purely
domestic art with no sign of commercialism.
With bread, as with all other foodstuffs, the
reputation of the quality of the table of the
household determined to some extent the ap-
preciation of the product of its ovens. The
public baker, however, did not possess this

touchstone of success. Doubt and suspicion
were unjustly cast upon his wares. The profit

which was self evident that the baker was sup-
posed to make, was thought to detract both
from the quality of his raw materials and
from the finished product. People never
thouglit, nor cared to realize the saving of
labor, material, and manufacture that lay in

production on a larger scale.

This idea persisted and grew with the in-

crease of commercial bakeries. The baker
tried to gain trade on his business integrity,

and the quality of his product. His enthusiasm
and good intentions however were continually
dampened with the apology that preceded the
serving of his product. Perhaps it was true
that his product was no better, or, even not
as good as could be produced at home. The
main draw-back to his immediate success was
the suspicion that had been cast upon his

product in the very beginning.
The baker did not carefully analyze the

situation, became despondent and suffered
him>self to deserve the many undeserved criti-

cisms that heretofore had been heaped upon
him. Although as time went on. there was a

slight improvement noticed, this deplorable
state of affairs continued until very near the
beginning of the twentieth century. Until
this time the baking industry, although num-
bered among the oldest arts, had made no real

or marked improvements since its inception.

The baker of this time, to all practical intents

and purpose was following his pre-historic

model.
The improvements of the greatest value had

been made in sanitation and baking facilities.

Machinery was just beginning to find a place

in the most modern establishments. At this
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time baker's bread at its best was in all cases

the equal, and in a few fortunate and isolated

communities; the superior of the product of

the household kitchen. But the longed for

recoguition and universal use of his product
did not follow. Finally, a careful analysis of

the situation revealed the amazing fact that

for almost twenty centuries the baker had mis-

taken his competitor. He had supposed that

the housewife was judging his bread by the

home-made bread of the present day ; however,

he found to his lasting surprise that this was
far from being true. His product was judged,
not by the actual bread that Jiad been pro-

duced in the home, but by an immortalized
and fictitious bread that never existed. It

was not the home-made bread of reality that

was their criterion, instead, the home-made
bread of memory. It was this bread that must
be surpassed before baker's bread could be

served without apology. To the bakers this

seemed an impossible task. There was no fixed

standard for them to surpa.ss; instead, the

public demanded that they make a bread bet-

ter than ever had been made before ; an ideal

bread. This realization of the problem was
the first step in the great advancement of the

industry in the past decade. Science was
again called to aid in the achievement of the

impossible, and finally success began to crown
their efforts.

Over night, schools of baking sprang into

existence, only to fail as quickly. There were
no precedents to guide, to warn of danger, to

indicate success. Most of these early attempts

at the technical education of bakers were insti-

tuted for the profit that could be made, and
the instruction was of relatively low standard.

Leaders of the trade soon saw that these spa.s-

modic attempts at research and investigation

could produce no results of lasting value. To
gain tliis much needed information, they in-

stalled laboratories in their own bakeries and
at their own expense. Here they investigated

the many problems of baking, and adapted
their results to their own particular and indi-

vidual needs. One of the leaders of this

method of scientific control was, "The Stolzen-

bach Baking Company" of Lima, Ohio.

Before the installation of their laboratory,

there had been a steady increased business

for the preceding ten years, and the percent-

age of baker's bread used in the vicinity of

Lima, Ohio, was equal to any similar area in

the United States. The individual judgment
and business integrity of these men had en-

abled them to produce a loaf of bread that

was higher in quality and uniformity. Some
five years ago they installed a laboratory, and
substituted the chemical analysis for their

"rule of thumb" judgment of quality. All
i-aw materials that were to be used in the

manufacture of their bread were tested for

quality upon their arrival, and if they failed

to measure up to the 'Stolzenbach Standard,"
were immediately rejected. This elaborate

system of control of the quality of the raw
material necessitated a large laboratory equip-

ment and the constant employment of a
trained chemLst. From this most modest be-

ginning where the quality of the raw material
alone was assured, as research proceeded,
more and more of the process of manufacture
was placed under the control of the chemist.

At the present time the whole process of

bread manufacture is under direct laboratory
control.

An unexpected and highly gratifying result

of the installation of the laboratory was its

psychological effect upon the employees. For
years Mr. C. F. Stolzenbach, president of the

company, had insisted upon, and forced his

employes to comply with the highest ideals of

sanitation and exactness. Shortly after the

installation of the laboratory it was noticed

that these ideals were more cheerfully com-
plied with. The laboratory had not only guar-

anteed both the quality of the raw material

and the product, but had also given a concrete

example of cleanliness and exactness that the

employees were living up to. The public's

appreciation of the efforts to produce the

"ideal bread" is demonstrated in the increase

of business for the past five years, which is far

greater than for any similar period in the

firm's history. Besides this it is claimed the

percentage of baker's bread consumed in the

vicinity of Lima is much greater than in most
places in the United States. This gain in

business which began with the installation of

laboratory control necessitated the recent in-

crease in the capacity of their plant to 40,000

loaves a day. At this time all of the old

equipment was replaced with the most modern
machines. Wherever possible all hand work
is eliminated and it is their boast that the

bread is touched but twice from the flour

room in the basement to the ovens.

In this rearrangement of mamifacturing
facilities, the laboratory was not forgotten.

As soon as the plans were drawn the labora-

tory was allotted larger and more efficient

quarters and a large amount of new apparatus
was installed. A policy of the constant ap-
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propriation of a certain percentage of the

profits for laboratory equipment and research

has been instituted, thus insuring a more and
more complete guarantee of quality. From all

this it is easy to understand why the Stolzen-

bach Baking Company ranks among the lead-

ers of their industrj-.

Albert Harold Linaweaver, M. D., is a

physician with a record of twenty years prac-

tice in Findlay. In his recreative moments
he exercises his skill with pen and brush.

Born at Springfield, Ohio, he is a son of

William and Sarah C. (Athey) Linaweaver.
His father was of German parentage while his

mother belongs to old Irish stock. The Atheys
are traced back to one of the thirteen tribes of

Galway, Ireland. They came to America in

1666 settling in Maryland.
Educated in country schools and in Hemple-

man Academy at Enon, Ohio, Doctor Lina-

weaver had excellent advantages both in se-

curing a fundamental education and in his

preparation for his profession. He attended
Wittenberg College three years and studied
medicine in the College of Physicians and
Surgeons at Chicago, the medical department
of the University of Illinois. Entering that

school in 1893 he graduated in 1896. Since
that date he has practiced in Findlay and has
also taken post gradiiate courses. Doctor
Linaweaver does a general office practice and
specializes largely in the treatment of eye,

ear, nose and throat. He stands high in the

profession and is an ex-president of the Han-
cock County ^Medical Society.

Politically a republican, he has always taken
a commendable interest in local affairs. On
July 2, 1881, Doctor Linaweaver married
Emma Gear, daughter of George and Cather-
ine Gear. Her family were pioneer settlers

of Fremont, Ohio. Mrs. Linaweaver died

August 19, 1916.

For manj' years Doctor Linaweaver has
made a study of classical architecture. One
of the most beautiful homes in Northwest Ohio
was the residence in Findlay he and his wife
occupied at the time of her death, which he
designed, employing in it a combination of the
five orders of Roman architecture. His de-
sign has been widely copied for other homes.
From boyhood he has manifested a real talent

for painting, and many people with an artistic

appreciation have found pleasure in his work,
which is exemplified both in pictures of still

life and landscape. He has preserved in
sketches a number of historic buildings in his

home city. Some of these pioneer buildings
which have been subjects of his art can be
mentioned appropriately: The first court-

house of Hancock County, built in 1833, and
which stood on the present site of the First
National Bank at Crawford and East streets.

Fort Findlay, which was erected in June,
1812, by Col. James Findlay and named in

his honor. Dr. Linaweaver painted this sub-
ject from sketches made by him in 1879
under the personal supervision of Squire Car-
lin, a notable pioneer who was familiar with
all the details of the old fort. The pioneer
church known as Duke's Meeting House,
which was built in Blanchard Township about
1836. The Hancock County jail, the first

public building of Hancock County, and sit-

uated on the present public square. The first

schoolhouse of Findlay, which was built in

1827.

While Dr. Linaweaver has been devoted to

his profession, in which he has rendered splen-

did service, he is very much interested in his

art. He has studied under many well known
painters, including A. H. Griffith, S. Jerome
Uhl, Vincent Nowottny and others. Mrs. Lin-
aweaver was an accomplished artist both in

china and oil painting and many of her sub-
ject and designs are much treasured by her
husband.

Carl Wilcke, formally connected with the
Pocket Umbrella Company of Findlay, Ohio,
as general manager, is one of the most re-

sourceful men in Northwest Ohio, as his life

story proves. He is an inventor, has given
much time to public service, and wherever the
destiny of life has placed him his part has
been well played and with honor and credit

to himself.

He was born in Stettin, Prussia, July 5,

1862. When he was ten years of age his

father came to America and located in

Findlay. Carl Wilcke received very little

schooling in Germany and none at all in

America. Being one of a family of four chil-

dren and the family very poor, he began work-
ing as soon as his strength was sufficient to

give him employment in any gainful labor.

He worked in a brickyard and as a railroad
section hand, in a stone quarry, learned the

mason's trade, spending three years at it in

Wyandot County, and for five years was a

carpenter. For another period of five years
he was on the police force at Findlay, advanc-
ing from patrolman to captain and for two
terms served as chief of police. Following
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that he was in the contracting business until

1908, when he was appointed state factory

inspector for the Eighth District, and was
reappointed to that office by Governor Cox,
serving altogether six years two months. His
work in that olSce as elsewhere was well done,

and he was an extremely popular and efficient

official. He has long been a power in demo-
cratic politics in Hancock County, and in

1908 was candidate for the office of sheriff.

Hancock County is normally republican, and
nevertheless his defeat was accomplished by a

very narrow margin.
On October 1, 1915, Mr. Wilcke took charge

of the Pocket Umbrella Company, which was
established by Findlay capital to push an
invention of a folding umbrella. The idea

was one of great merit, but it needed many
improvements and changes before it could be-

come practical, ilr. Wilcke was entrusted
with making these changes and improvements.
Results are that the folding umbrella is now
sold all over the country and in foreign na-

tions. Mr. Wilcke has also invented a very
serviceable window screen and ventilator, and
his son has patents pending on an extension
step ladder.

In 1883 at Findlay he married Augusta
Nobach, who was also of German parentage.
Their children are: Helena; Carl, who died
in infancy ; Louisa, the wife of Emery Webb,
of Findlay; and George, ilr. W^ilcke and
family attend the German Lutheran Church.
He is one of the early members of the Benevo-
lent and Protective Order of Elks in Findlay,
and is also affiliated with the Knights of

Pythias and the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows.

James Shea is one of the older established
business men of the City of Findlay, and is

proprietor of Shea's Granite and Marble
Monumental Works at 608 South ilain Street.

This is an industry in a class by itself, and has
behind it not only the thorough skill of Mr.
Shea personally but also a wide experience
in all details of the industry.

ilr. Shea has been a hard worker ever since

coming to America as a youth, and industry
coupled with proficiency have taken him far
along the road to success. He was born in

County Carlow, Ireland, in 1861, a son of
James and Mary (]\Iurphy) Shea. He at-

tended the Irish National schools until he was
seventeen, and then came to America alone.

A brother was living at Delaware, Ohio, and
that was his first destination. The first six

months tliere he spent as a worker in the

marble trade, then became a blacksmith and
followed that work at Delaware for a year
and a half. His next position was as a freight

handler in the yards of the Chicago, Mil-

waukee & St. Paul Railway at Chicago, where
he remained two years. Returning to Ohio
he resumed marble cutting under his brother

at Sidney, and had his brother as his em-
ployer for three years. The Delaware Com-
pany then sent him to Cincinnati as a

marble cutter for 2i/2 years, and the next two
years he spent in Chattanooga, Tennessee,

in the same business for the Evans Company.
All this time Mr. Shea had an eye to the

future, was utilizing every item of his expe-

rience as a help toward an independent busi-

ness career, was also thrifty and saving of

his earnings. From Chattanooga, Tennessee,

lie came to Findlay, Ohio, and engaged in

business under the name of Myers & Shea.

After one year he was able to purchase his

partner's interest, and since then he has been
in business for himself. The first two years

he spent with his shop and yard on Western
Avenue, then moved his plant to 202 North
Main Street, and later moved to his present

location at 608 South ]Main Street. He has

a large capital invested, has complete equip-

ment in the way of machinery for doing the
'

work and also employs a force of skilled

operatives. The products of his yards are

now shipped over a radius of fifty miles

around Findlay. Mr. Shea was married in

1895 to Miss Bridget E. Hanifan, daughter
of Patrick and Elizabeth Hanifan. To their

marriage was born one son, Walter James,
who is now twenty-one years of age. Mr.
Shea is a democrat, a member of the Knights
of Columbus, and he ^nd his family worship
in St. Michael's Church.

Charles W. Fisher is well known over
Hem-y Countj^ and adjoining sections on
Northwestern Ohio as a successful lireeder

of horses and also as one of tlie leading

spirits and a director in the Napoleon ^Mutual

Horse Insurance Company. This is one
of the few organizations of the country mak-
ing an exclusive specialty of the insuring

of horses, and it was incorporated in 1909,

Mr. Fisher having been connected witli it since

organization. The directors of the company
are Mr. P. A. Deary of Liberty Center, jDresi-

dent; Clair Kitter of Liberty Township, secre-

tary; and H. F. Rhor.s, J. W. Elarton and C.

W. Fisher directors. The business of the com-
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paiiy now extends over Henry County, De-

fiance, Fulton and Wood counties, and the

administration of the business has been one

of marked satisfaction not only to the stock-

holders but to the insured.

As a farmer Mr. Fisher is well known as

proprietor of the Elm Stock Farm in Flatrock

Township, section 12. For many years he has

been handling thoroughbred Percjieron horses

and some of his stock became well known all

over the state, particularly Rival II and Bril-

liant. Mr. Fisher is a member of the Pereheron

Horse Association with headquarters in the

Union Stock Yards at Chicago. He has been

a member of that association for the past six-

teen years.

Elm Stock Farm in Flatrock Township com-

prises eighty acres of land which Mr. Fi.sher

by his personal labor cleared up from the

stump. He and his family lived there in a log

house until 1902, when he erected a comfort-

able eight-room dwelling and now has all the

facilities and comforts of rural life. In 1901

he put up a handsome horse barn, on a fovinda-

tion 40 by 72 feet with 18-foot posts, and
arranged and equipped for convenience in

handling stock. Mr. Fisher's son is now in

active charge of the farm and is engaged in

breeding Jersey cattle and red Duroc hogs.

Charles W. Fisher was bom in Napoleon

Township two miles north of the City of

Napoleon June ]5, 1856. He grew up in the

country, but instead of farming applied him-

self to the trade of carriage and wagon maker
at Napoleon. He became one of the most

skilled workmen in that line in this part of

the state and even yet he could direct all the

processes of the making of a fii-st class car-

riage or wagon. His shop turned out a number
of carriages, and some very handsome ones

at that, and some of these stanch and well

built vehicles are pi-obably still running on

four wheels, and testify to the ability of the

buildei-. ilr. Fisher was associated with the

establishment and early business management
of the Trumbull Wagon Works of Defiance.

He still has a complete assortment of tools

used in general blacksmithing and wagon mak-

ing, and with them is able to perform prac-

tically every mechanical task about his farm.

Mr". Fisher married Miss C. IMagdalena

Westhoven. She was born in Freedom Town-
ship of Henry County December 8. 1863, and
was a sister of Albert Westhoven. Reference

to the Westhoven family will be found on other

pages, ilrs. Fisher died at her home in Flat-

rock Township January 14, 1905. She was

the mother of four capable sons and daughters.

Clara, who was educated in Notre Dame Col-

lege at Cleveland, taught English and Ger-

man in that institution for twelve years, and
is now employed as a stenogi-apher by an in-

surance company at Toledo. Mary married

Joseph F. Schuller, proprietor of a restaurant

at Napoleon, and they are the parents of two
daughters, Loretta and Arline. Arthur C,
who completed his education in the Metro-

politan College at Cleveland, is a farmer in

Defiance Township and by his marriage to

Theresa Kelley has daughters named Mary C,
Gertrude and Katherine. George W., the

youngest child, is now active manager of his

father's homestead and has already been men-

tioned as a successful breeder of cattle and

hogs. He married Elizabeth Westrick, and
they have two children, Herman and Beatrice.

All the family are members of the Catholic

Church and in politics ilr. Fisher is a

democrat.

Don Burtis Biggs, M. D. It is universally

recognized that systematic training in profes-

sional life is a fundamental necessity and the

most successful medical men are those who
have enjoyed advantages along educational

lines that have broadened their minds and
brought them practical experience. Such a

medical practitioner is found in Dr. Burtis

Biggs, physician and surgeon, at Findlay,

Ohio.

Don Burtis Biggs is a native of Ohio, born

at Arcadia, in Hancock County, June 16,

1873, and is a son of Rev. Peter and Annie
(Eyer) Biggs, the former of whom was of

English ancestry and the latter belonging

to a solid old Pennsylvania Dutch family.

For forty years Rev. Peter Biggs was a min-

ister in the Methodist Episcopal Church in

Hancock Countv. His death occurred in

1915.

Doctor Biggs attended the public schools at

Bellefontaine. Ohio, completing the high

school course there, after which he spent three

student years in the university at Delaware

and following this studied pharmacy for one

year in the Ohio Northern College at Ada.

In 1898 he entered the Louisville Medical Col-

lege and remained there absorbing medical

knowledge for three years and was an interne

in the Louisville Hospital for one year. Con-

tinuing his medical studies and investigations,

he then spent one year in Starling Medical

College, at Columbus, and was graduated from

that well known institution with the class of
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1902. Since then he has taken short courses

at times in the New York and in the Chicago
Post Graduate schools.

In 1903 Doctor Biggs located for practice

at Findlay and has been exceedingly success-

ful as a general practitioner. He served Han-
cock County in the office of coroner in 1906-7.

Politically he is a republican and fraternally

is identitied witli the order of Elks. Doctor
Biggs is unmarried, his mother and himself

forming the small domestic circle.

George J. Horn. His boyhood companions
in Findlay forty years ago found George J.

Horn more interested in making drawings
with his T-square, which was an implement of

his own manufacture, than in almost any
other pastime or recreation. In the course of

time and after much diligent practice he
found it possible to translate his ideas to

paper, and after that his fervid desire was to

translate the paper plans to absolute con-

struction. Having enterprise equal to his

self-trained ability, he became a real archi-

tect by the time he was twenty-one years of

age, and has practiced that profession in the

City of Findlay for over thirty years and in

that time has drawn the plans for and has

constructed more buildings, public and pri-

vate, than any other member of his profession.

Mr. Horn was born on a farm in Cass Town-
ship of Hancock County ilarch 4, 1858, but
in 1860, when he was two years old, his par-

ents John B. and Susannah (Dunkle) Horn
removed to Findla.y, and thus their son had
the advantages, of the city public schools.

When only seventeen he began learning the

carpenter's trade and that was the practical

basis of his profession as an architect. He
made himself proficient in all branches of

wood working and all the while his imagina-
tion was being developed to visualize and
plan out intricate construction in his mind
or on paper, and at the age of twenty-six he
opened his own office as an architect and
builder. Continuously since 1885 'Sir. Horn
has been in business at Findlay. Practically

every building in that city or vicinity of any
importance has been designed or constructed
by him.

In 1887 he designed and built over twenty
business blocks in Findlay. He erected the T.

B. G. & S. T. power station and general offices

and car barns; the wholesale grocery house
of D. Kirk & vSon ; the Rawson Block, in which
he has his offices ; the Grey & Patterson Block ;

he built the First National Bank Building;

was architect for the Commercial National
Bank, the Electric Construction & Motor
Company Building; the Buckeye National
Bank Building; the Fair Ground buildings,

and has drawn the plans and supervised the

construction of many of the more pretentious

private residences in Hancock County. Mr.
Horn was supervising architect of Deisel-

Werner tobacco factory building, which cost

$60,000; of the Line"oln Grammar Seiiool,

built at a cost of $150,000; the Washington
Grammar School costing $100,000; the Ben-
evolent and Protective Order of Elks' Home,
one of the finest in the state, built at a cost

of .$80,000; and the Hancock County In-

firmary, which cost $100,000.

Mr. Horn is a man of eminent public spirit.

At the expense of great pains and considerable

time he drew up some beautiful plans and
drawings and endeavored to interest Findlay
citizens for the purpose of appropriating
money to erect a memorial building to mark
the site of old Fort Findlay. However, all

his efforts in that direction have so far been
in vain. He is affiliated with the Knights of

Pythias and Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks.

I\Ir. Horn comes of a prominent pioneer,

family of Ohio. In the maternal line the

Dunkles settled in Ross County near Adel-
phia in 1803, soon after Ohio was admitted to

the Union. His grandfather George Dunkle
came from Philadelphia. Pennsylvania, and
in the early days built a flouring mill and dis-

tillery on Salt Creek at Adelphia. The prod-
ucts of his mill and distillery he flatboated

down Salt Creek to Scioto River, thence to

the Ohio River, and down the Jlississippi to

New Orleans. In that southern city his prod-

ucts were marketed, and he would then return
on foot or horseback across country with his

leatlier belt stuffed with gold money. He
made tliat Iriji many times. Mr. Horn has
many interesting relics of his grandfather.
One of them is a mahogany box. When Mr.
Horn's mother married, this box was given
her as a marriage present, and when opened
it was found to contain its capacity in gold
pieces. Another relic Mr. Horn has is his

mother's side-saddle, which she rode about
over the city and country.

John B. Horn, father of the Findlay archi-

tect, was boi-n in Germany, a son of Dr. John
Jacob Horn, who brought his family to Amer-
ica when John B. was seven years of age.

Doctor Horn was one of the early physicians
of Hancock Countv. The Horn familv came to
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this county in 1848 and John B. Horn subse-

quently engaged in farming in Cass Town-
ship until 1860 when he returned to Findlay
and followed the business of contracting and
building.

Most of George J. Horn's education was
acquired in the old Union Grammar School,

on Sandusky Street. He is a man of many
interests outside his profession, has fine lit-

erary taste and enjoys all the classic and
standard authors. His father was a citizen

of prominence and standing in the early days,

and dui-ing war times was very much inter-

ested in polities as a democrat. Mr. Horn
himself served a two year term on the board
of public service, having been elected on the

democratic ticket in 1908.

In 1899 he married iliss Etta B. Dickson,
daughter of William H. Dickson of Kenton,
Hardin County, Ohio. Mrs. Horn died in

1909, lea\-ing one daughter, Georgetta, who
lives with her father.

Earl J. Thomas, M. D. The rise to emi-
nence in the medical profession is seldom
rapid, but that medical knowledge, close appli-

cation and conscientious work has much to

do with a physician's standing and advance-
ment cannot be disputed. No life of ease is

that of a physician and surgeon but it may be
a noble one and its usefulness to humanity is

often an impelling force. Among the promi-
nent medical men of Findlay Dr. Earl J.

Thomas is entitled a place.

Earl J. Thomas was born in Big Lick Town-
ship, Hancock County, Ohio, October 7, 1882.
His far away ancestry was Irish-Welsh stock
and members of his family took part in the
Revolutionary war. His parents were Alvin
S. and Elizabeth (Swindle) Thomas. His
father, who died at Findlay December 19,

1915, had been during active life a farmer,
a schoolteacher and a merchant.

In 1890 Earl J. Thomas accompanied his

parents when they moved to Findlay. Here
he attended the common schools and the high
school and then began to prepare for his
chosen profession and in 1900 entered the
Ohio State University, where he spent one
year. In 1901 he matriculated in the Uni-
versity of Michigan and was graduated from
the medical department in 1905, later served
one year as an interne in the university hos-
pital at Ann Arbor. Michigan. Subsequently
he took post graduate courses in the New
York and Chicago Post Graduate hospitals.

Dr. Thomas located at Findlay and has

built up a very large practice. He keeps thor-

oughly informed concerning every advance
made in professional knowledge and makes
use of modern methods, having a finely

equipped medical oiBce which includes a mag-
nificent X-ray apparatus. He is well qualified

for his profession in every way, possessing the

necessary enthusiasm as well as the steady
nei've and unlimited patience that give physi-

cal as well as mental hope to his patients. He
is identified with all the leading medical or-

ganizations of the state that are representative

of medical ethics_, including the Hancock
County Medical Society, the Ohio State and
the Northwestei-n Ohio Medical associations

and also the American Medical Association.

In 1912 Doctor Thomas was married to Miss
Gail Triteh, who is a daughter of Dr. J. C.

and Lydia (Wolf) Triteh. Mrs. Thomas is a
graduate of South College. Northampton,
Massachusetts, class of 1906. They have one
daughter, Madeline, who was born in Novem-
ber. 1914.

In politics Doctor Thomas belongs to the

republican party. He is identified fraternally
with the Masons and the Elks. Greatly enjoy-
ing athletics he illustrates American whole-
someness in his choice of recreation. Reared
in a Christian home he is a member of How-
ard ^Methodist Episcopal Church, and he be-

longs to a local organization known as the

Court Literary Club.

Mariox C. Kelly. One of the business

men of Findlay who deserves special credit

for their progressiveness and enterprise in

building up an establishment of their own and
in furnishing an exceptional degree of service

through their special line is Marion C. Kelly.

I\Ir. Kelly is proprietor of Kelly "s Wall Paper
Store located at 505 Soutli I\Iain Street, and
this is the leading business of its kind for

supplying expert service as interior decora-

tors, and the store also carries a complete
stock of artistic and well selected wall papers
and other .supplies required to meet the most
exacting demands of the trade.

Mr. Kelly was born in Wood County. Ohio.

August 16, 1876, a son of I.saac C. and Frances
(Lymangrover) Kelly. He is of German e

Irish ancestry. The first of the name in this

country was Thomas Kelly, who came from
Ireland.

Since 1897 Marion C. Kelly has been a resi-

dent of Findlay. He was educated in coun-

try schools, attended the business department
of Findlay College and for several years he
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earned his living at clerical work. In 1910

he engaged in business for himself as an inte-

rior decorator and as proprietor of the wall

paper store in the Niles Block, where he has

continued ever since, and he now has a busi-

ness second to none in quality of service in

Hancock County.
Mr. Kelly married Miss Ethel Moores,

daughter of Col. John and ilarie (Lorentz)

Moores. They have a fine family of children

:

John Cusac, aged seven years; Frances Mil-

dred, aged five ; Richard Eugene, aged four

;

Robert, aged three; and Zoellen, aged two.

When it comes to voting Mr. Kelly ca.sts his

ballot as an independent republican. He and
his family are members of the English Luth-
eran Church and fraternally his only rela-

tionship is with the Benevolent and Protec-

tive Order of Elks.

Charles Hoch. When Charles Hoeh was
thirteen years of age he was given work to do
and a nominal salai'y by the ilidland Tele-

phone Company at Findlay. That company
is now part of the general Bell telephone sys-

tem. He proved a willing learner, did all and
more that he was required to do, and even
more important he thoroughly mastered the

details of the telephone business and the

practical electrical work connected therewith,

and after seven years he was promoted to

manager of the three branch telephone ex-

changes at Findlay, Fremont and Tiffin.

With an ambition to capitalize his expe-

rience and build up a business of his own,
Mr. Hoch seventeen years ago organized and
became one of the original stockholders and
directors in the Electric Construction and
Motor Company of Findlay. For a number
of years he has been general manager of this

business, which extends its service as elec-

trical contractors and in the handling of elei.--

tric supplies all over Hancock County and
many other sections of Northwest Ohio. 'Sir.

Hoch as general manager has kept the busi-

ness going and has made its facilities adequate
to all the increased demands consequent upon
its growth and the changing ideas and dis-

coveries. :\Ir. Hoch also has charge of an
automobile department agency and is proprie-
tor of the largest garage in Hancock County.

His life has been spent in Findlay. where
he was born Februaiy 24, 1861, a son of

Jacob and Elizabeth (Gertz) Hoch. His
father emigrated from Metz, Germany, to the
United States when a young man, and for
many years was in the grocery business at

Findlay. As a boy Charles Hoch besides at-

tending the public schools assisted as soon
as he wa$ old enough his father in the grocery
store. Among the successful men of Findlay
there has been none who has worked harder
than Chai'les Hoch.

Politically he is a democrat and is a mem-
ber of the German Lutheran Church. In
1892 he married Miss Proma Walters, daugh-
ter of Jacob and Jane (Cramer) Walters,
substantial farming people of Hancock
County.

Joseph Bellfy has been a resident of the
Village of Hamler for a quarter of a century
and has been as active in civic affairs as in

business. He is one of the leaders in local

democratic politics and a man who does much
for the promotion of the best interests of the
community.

Mr. Bellfy was born at Pottsdam, New York,
May 31, 1865, but is of French Canadian
parentage. His people have lived in Canada
for more than 100 years prior to his birth.

He is a son of Francis and Philomena (Grew)
Bellfy, both of whom were born at Three
Rivers, Province of Ontario, Canada. After
their marriage Francis Bellfy and wife re-

moved to St. Lawrence County, New York,
and at Pottsdam in that county all their chil-

dren were born, including Joseph, Anthony
and Sarah. Anthony is a resident of Toledo,
married and has three children. The daughter
is the wife of James Beck, a farmer in Bartlow
Township of Henry County, and has two sons
and three daughters.
When the youngest child was still very

small the parents removed to Grain Township
of Paulding County, Ohio, and for a time lived

on a farm there as renters. The father then
secured employment in a stave mill and was
so occupied for sixteen years. About twenty
years ago the parents removed to Hamler,
where the wife and mother died December 23,

1915, at the age of sixty-eight. Francis Bellfy
is still living, making his home with his son,

and is now seventy-three years of age, but
quite active. He and his wife were life-long

members of the Catholic Church and their

children were reared in the same faith.

Francis Bellfy was a democrat.
Joseph Bellfy grew up in Paulding County,

and in that county thirty-one years ago mar-
ried Mary Rosselit. She was born and reared
and educated in Paulding Countys having
been bom there August 16, 1863. Paulding
County was almost a wilderness during her
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early girlhood. Her people on both sides

came from Luxemburg, Germany, and were
pioneer settlers in Paulding County, Ohio.

Her parents were married in Paulding County,
and when the Wabash Railroad was built

through that section her father and grand-
father owned about 200 acres of wild swampy
land which they subsequently cleared up, and
on the railway laid out the Village of Cecil,

which is now a flourishing town of about 500
people. Mrs. Bellfy's parents, Nicholas and
Mar3- (Thomas) Rosselit, spent their declining

years at Cecil. The father died there in 1909
at the age of about seventy, and his widow is

still living in that community, and it has been
her home for sixty yeai-s. The Rosselits were
also members of the Catholic Church.

In 1892 ilr. Bellfy came to Hamler, and for

eleven years was employed as a bartender,

after which he started a business of his own.
In 1915 he erected a large .store building 30
by 80 feet and he has also remodeled his home
making it a comfortable twelve-room house.

He and his wife are members of the Catholic

Church and he is affiliated with the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks and the Fra-
ternal Order of Eagles. During his residence

in Hamler Mr. Bellfy has served as township
and city treasurer, and is now a member of

the executive committee of the county demo-
cratic party.

He and his wife have three children, all of

whom were born in Paulding County. Frank
was educated at Hamler and is still at home.
Leo married Lorena Young and they live in

Hamler and are the parents of two children

named Vincent and Ida Belle. Ferdinand
was reared and educated in Hamler and now
working as a shipping clerk at Toledo.

Allison I\Ioore Van Horn, M. D. For
more than thirty years the name Van Horn
has been prominently associated with the

medical profession in Hancock County.
Father and son have successively carried the

burdens of a heavy practice, and the present

representative of the name is Dr. AlUson
M. Van Horn, a capable general practitioner

with offices in Firidlay.

Born in York, Pennsylvania, July 31, 1882,

Allison Sloore Van Horn is a son of Winfield
Seott and Agnes (Allison) Van Horn. The
Van Horns settled in Amsterdam or New
York City along with Peter Stuyvesant, and
represents the stanch old Knickerbocker stock

of New York State. Doctor Van Horn's
mother was of Scotch lineage. Winfield S.

Van Horn was a successful physician, prac-
ticed in Findlay thirty years and died there

March 7, 1916.

The son acquired a common school educa-
tion, and in 1900 graduated from the Findlay
High School. In 1902 he entered the Eclectic

Medical College of Cincinnati for the four
years course, and was graduated with his class

and with the degree M. D. in 1905. Since

then he has enjoyed a large practice and a
growing reputation as a skillful physician and
surgeon at Findlay.
On January 1, 1906, he married Florence

Gail Swartz, daughter of George H. and Vina
(Downing) Swartz, who are a family of old

settlers in Hancock County. Doctor and Mrs.
Van Horn have three children: Winfield S.,

Bert Allison and C. Richard.
Politically Doctor Van Horn is independ-

ent. Since 1913 he has been a member of the

board of education in Findlay and for three

years has served as trustee of the Young
Men's Christian Association. He is also one

of the trustees of the Central Church of

Christ.

Edward Mitchell is one of the straight-up

and vigorous, independent and self-reliant

business men of Northwest Ohio. He has

never sought his advancement through influ-

ential friends, family connections, or by wait-

ing the turn of fortune. He has made him-
self master of his destiny, has done well what-
ever he has undertaken, and now enjoys the

responsibilities of the position of manager of

the electrical department of the Electric Con-
struction and Motor Company of Findlay, the

largest organization of its kind in Hancock
County and one of the largest in Noi-thwest-

ern Ohio.

Mr. Mitchell was born at Mattoon, Illinois,

January 19, 1873, a son of Thomas L. and
Mary (Eib) Mitchell. He is of Scotch-Irish

and German descent. In the patei-nal line he

is descended from Robert ^Mitchell, who emi-

grated from Ireland in 1760 and settled on a

farm in Virginia. One of the. most noted

battles of the Revolutionary war, the battle

of Cowpens, was fought on the ]\Iitchell farm,

and there are many interesting traditions and
incidents connected with the early American
annals of the Mitchell family. Thomas L.

Mitchell was a harness merchant at Mattoon,

Illinois.

In that city Edward Mitchell gained his

early education in the public schools, and as

a bov assisted his father in the harness busi-
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ness. From his early years he took great

delight in telegraphy, and felt that his suc-

cess in the world was made when he was given

an opportunity to master the telegraph key,

and from that he was promoted to telegraph

operator for the Vandalia Railroad System.

He was in the service of that railroad for ten

years, and was given some very important re-

sponsibilities. He served as operator, station

agent and train dispatcher, and for a con-

siderable time was located in tlie central

offices at Terre Haute, Indiana.

On leaving the railroad he engaged with
the Ohio Oil Company at Casey, Illinois, as

general traveling electrician. For five j^ears

lie covered the territories and fields in which
that company operated in both Indiana and
Illinois. In 1912 Mr. Mitchell came to Findlay
and has since held his present position with
tlie Electric Construction & Motor Company.
This company does not confine its business as

general electrical contractors to one locality,

and it conducts three stores and establisli-

meuts at Findlay, Fostoria and Norwalk,
Ohio. Mr. Mitchell has general superinten-

dence of the entire business, with a local man-
ager in each town.

In 1898 he married Miss Bertha Foster of

< ayuga, Indiana, daughter of Edward and
Iliia (Atkins) Foster. Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell
have a very interesting family of children,

all of whom show independent qualities of

mind even to the youngest. The oldest is

Foster, aged eighteen, and the others in order
of age are : Hila, aged fifteen ; Joe, aged thir-

teen ; Tom. aged nine : Edward, aged four.

j\Ir. Mitchell is a republican, and he and
liis family are members of the First Methodist
Episcopal Church of Findlay.

John F. Hirschberger. To continue in

business for a great many years in one local-

ity-, to keep the trade and confidence of older

customers and constantly win new patronage,
is an enviable achievement for any merchant.
John F. Hirschberger has the distinction in

Findlay of being the oldest shoe merchant of
the town. His prosperity has been well

earned. Doubtless his success is due not only
to the fact that he has been a hard worker
and good manager, but also because he gained
his first bu.siness experience in a shoe store

and has kept his energies directed largely
along one line.

He was born at Rochester, New York, Janu-
ary 7, 1860, but when he was six years of age
his parents, Anthony and Catherine (Neeb)

Hirschberger. who were of old German stock,

originally from Hesse Darmstadt, moved west

to Fremont, Ohio, and a little later to Clyde,

Ohio. Anthony Hirschberger was three times

maiTied. By the first wife two children sur-

vive, whose names are: i\Iary, who married
Alfred Pawsey, of Clyde, Ohio ; and John F.,

the subject of this sketch. By the second-

marriage two children survive, Frank, of

Chicago, and George, of Fremont, Ohio. By
the third marriage three children still live:

Carrie, who married a Mr. Pergrin ; Amelia,

and Rosa, both unmarried.

It was in Clyde that John F. Hirschberger

gained his education in the public schools and
also his first experience as clerk in his father's

shoe store. His father died in 1883.

Since 1886 John F. Hirschberger has been

identified with Findlay. Here for 71/2 years

he managed the shoe store of George F. Tan-

ner,' of Toledo, Ohio, who operated stores in

Bowling Green. North Baltimore and Toledo.

The main store and headquarters were located

in Toledo. He bought out the old established

business then located at 211-213 South Main
Street. After becoming proprietor of th& busi-

ness he kept it constantly progressing, and
about twenty-eight years after he came to

Findlay. in September, 1914. he moved his

store to his present address, at 217 South ^lain

Street. He also owns the propei-ty in which
his store is located, a two-story building on a

lot 20 by 200 feet. Mr. Hirschberger 's trade

comes from all over Hancock County. He is

also interested in other business affairs, and
at Clyde, Ohio, where he spent his earlier

years, he owns a two-story brick building

25 by 90 feet. He helped build that structure

himself.

Politically Mr. Hirschberger is a democrat,

is affiliated with Lodge No. 400, of the Knights

of Pythias, with the Tribe of Ben Hur, the

Modern Woodmen of America and attends

the German Lutheran Church.
In 1894 he married :\Iiss Ella McCune, a

daughter of Thomas and Nancy (Kerr) Mc-
Cune, of Greenville, Darke County, Ohio.

John Dudley Altenburg, D. D. S. Widely
known in his profession and prominent in

many public spirited enterprises of great im-

portance in Hancock County, Dr. John Dud-
ley Altenburg, the leading dental practitioner

of Findlay, is a foremost citizen. He was
born at Auburn, Indiana, October 31. 1876,

and is a son of Henry E. and Sarah C. (Bo-

dine) Altenburg. On the paternal side the
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ancestry is German and on the maternal is

French. The mother of Doctor Altenburg is

a highly esteemed resident of Auburn, still

occupying the old family homestead. The
father died in 1891. For a number of years

he had been an official in the Federal sei-vice.

After completing the common school course

at Auburn, John D. Altenburg entered the

high school and remained one year and then

accepted a position as salesman in a dental

supply store, continuing for four years. Be-

coming interested in dentistry in this way he

decided to study along this line and in 1895

entered the Indiana University Dental Col-

lege, from which he was creditably graduated

in the class of 1899. In the same year he came
to Findlay and for four years was associated

in dental practice with Dr. E. C. Miller, since

which time he has practiced alone and with

great success. Doctor Altenburg is progres-

sive in his methods, making use of modern
discoveries in his profession for his patients'

benefit. He is an expert in porcelain work,

having taken a special course in the same
under Doctor Beauman, of Columbus, Ohio.

Doctor Altenburg was married to Miss
Carrie A. Brown, who is a daughter of A. M.
and Henrietta P. Brown, the former being a

retired manufacturer of Ottawa, Ohio. Doe-

tor and Mrs. Altenburg are members of the

First Presbyterian Church.
A lover of outdoor life. Doctor Altenburg

takes much interest in recreations that include

fresh air and exercise but he also is a practical

man as evidenced by his work in connection

with stocking the streams with game fish and
his distribution of more than 100 pair of

English pheasants to the farmers in this vicin-

ity, a valuable and much appreciated gift.

He was one of the organizers in 1914 and is

the present secretary of the Hancock County
Fish and Game Protective Association.

Doctor Altenburg in 191.3 was president of

the Hancock and Seneca County Dental Asso-

ciation and is a valued member of the Ohio,

the State and the National bodies. He is iden-

tified fraternally with the order of Elks and
politically is a republican with progressive

sentiments. Doctor Altenburg owns a beauti-

ful cottage situated on a body of water in

Michigan and spends his vacations there.

Albert Weitz. The substantial business
position enjoyed by ilr. Weitz in Findlay is

due largely to the fact that he has kept his

efforts within one general line of endeavor
since early youth. He mastered the business,

and with a thorough competence to render
sei'vice has reached that position of influence

where he is a valuable asset to any organiza-

tion. Mr. Weitz is manager of the Wells
Fargo & Company Express, his headquarters
being at 118 West Main Street.

He is a native son of Findlay, born in that

city February 23, 1881, a son of^Ferdinand
and Agnes (Reddick) Weitz. He is of Ger-
man ancestry and stock, and his father was
an early day carpenter and contractor in

Findlay. Mr. Albert Weitz now lives in the
same house where he was born, and he is pay-
ing out on that property for his permanent
home. For education he attended the local

public schools until he waS sixteen years of

age, and then found employment in different

lines, supporting himself but getting into

nothing permanent. At the age of twenty he
began work for the United States Express
Company as a driver. He drove the express
wagon of that company three years, and in

1907 went to the Pacific Express Company,
working his way up to the position of man-
ager. When the Wells Fargo & Company Ex-
press established its agency at Findlay. Mr.
Weitz, as a local man, thoroughly acquainted
with conditions, took charge of the new
agency, secured all the new business, and has
rapidly developed the Wells Fargo Company
until in volume of business it now ranks with
the older established companies in this city.

In 1909 Mr. Weitz mai-ried Jliss Inez Maud
Foard, daughter of George W. and Sarah L.

(Woodward) Foard. .They are the parents
of three children : Ferdinand, aged six ; Fran-
cis, aged five; and Donald, aged three. Mr.
Weitz is a great lover of children and takes
his greatest delight in his home. He and his

family are members of the German Lutheran
Church and he is affiliated with Knights of
Pythias Lodge No. 85 at Findlay.

Ad.\m Graiilixg. Though death inter-

rupted him at his work when he was
comparatively young, Adam Gramling had
accomplished all those things for which men
of ambition most earnestly strive. He was
one of the splendid fanners, home makers and
citizens of Washington Township, Henry
County. From youth he had been inured to

toil, and lived on intimate fellowship with
hard work to the end of his days. The results

of that industry brought him a large farm,
and the comforts which are derived from pros-

perity. He had the satisfaction at the end
of his life of seeing his family well provided
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for. and Mrs. Alice Gramling, his widow, and
her children have that security which ma-
terial possessions bring and also that peace
of mind which follows an honorable record
in business and civic affairs.

The old home where Adam Gramling was
born April 2, 1859, is in Washington Town-
ship near Colton. He was the tliird son of

John Gramling and wife. The Gramlings
came originally from Holland. His great-

grandfather emigrated from Holland and
settled in Wayne County, Pennsylvania. His'

grandfather, John Gramling, was born in

Pennsylvania, married Mary Groff, and they
lived long and useful lives and died in Wayne
County, Ohio, when aged about eighty years

and ninety years respectively. Both possessed

the rugged and thrifty- virtues of their an-

cestors, reared and gave to their family of

children their own characteristics and left

honored names. They were the parents of

eight children, four sons and four daughters.

John Gramling, father of the late Adam
Gramling, was born in Wayne County, Penn-
sylvania, in 1819. He grew up there, received

such education as was supplied by the local

schools of that day, and when about twenty-

five j-ears of age, still unmarried, came to

Wayne County, Ohio. He afterwards went
to the vicinity of Logansport, Indiana, and
secured 160 acres of wild land along the

Wabash River. He soon sold that and came
to Henry County, Ohio. For several years

he worked on the canal, but in the mean-
time invested in the 160 acres now owned and
occupied by his son Hezekiah in Washington
Township. He hewed and fashioned a log

cabin to which he took his young bride. He
had married in Fulton County, Ohio, Savena
Snell, whose parents came from New York
State and were early settlers in Fulton County.
After his marriage John Gramling kept up
the work of clearing the forest and extending

the area of cultivation, and in the course of

time had broad fields in crops, two large barns,

and a commodious and comfortable home. He
died at the age of seventy-four and his wife

passed away at sixty-four. She was a member
of the United Brethren Church, while he had
been reared a Lutheran.
On the old homestead of his father Adam

Gramling had that training and those influ-

ences which count most in the formation of

a worthy character. He attended the common
schools and was still young when he married
and established a home of his own.
He was married in 1881 in Washington

Township to Miss Clara Alice Hofifman. They
were married by Reverend Mr. Dunham. Mrs.
Gramling was born about ten miles from
Hagerstown, ^laryland, on September 6, 1860,

lived there until she was fourteen, then moved
with her parents to Seneca County, Ohio, and
about three .years later the family came to

Washington Township of Henry County.
Matliias Hoffman, father of ]\Irs. Gramling,

was Ijorn on a farm in Maryland June 1, 1831.

Ilis gi'andfather was also named Mathias
Hoffman and was a native of Germany, having
come with other memliers of the family to

America prior to the Revolutionary war and
settling at Hagerstown, Maryland. Mrs.
Gramling 's grandfather was Jacob Hoffman,
who was born in Maryland in 1799, and
eventually succeeded to the ownership of 156

acres of the old homestead, which he cultivated

until the end of his career at the age of sixty-

eight. Besides farming he also engaged in

teaming and conducted wagon trains over the

mountain roads between Hagerstown and Bal-

timore and frequently went as far as Wash-
ington. Jacob Hoffman married Magdalena
Stoffer who was born and reared in the same
neighborhood and she died in 1888 at the

ripe age of eighty-six. The earlier genera-

tions of the Hoffman family were members
of the ^fennonite Church.

ilathias Hoffman, father of Mrs. Gramling,
grew up and received his education in Mary-
land and in time succeeded to the ownership
of a portion of the old homestead. He was
also engaged in the freighting traffic, hauling
merchandise over the Cumberland Road be-

tween Cumberland at the top of the Allegheny
Mountains and the cities of Baltimore, Wash-
ington, Georgetown and other centers. On
Thanksgiving Day of 1855 he married Lucinda
Beaver, who was born in Franklin County,

Pennsylvania, October 11, 1835. Her family

were poor people and she early learned to

depend upon herself. She was capable,

industrious, and well able to bear her re-

sponsibilities as a home maker and mother.

Mathias Hoffman and wife had six children,

all of whom were born in Maryland. A brief

record of the children is as follows : Jacob

B.. who lives at Bascom in Seneca County,

Ohio, and is married and has two daughters;

Clara Alice, ilrs. Gramling ; Samuel, a farmer
in AVashington Townsliiji of "Henry County;
Anna M., wife of Hezekiah Gramling, refer-

ence to whose career is made on other pages;
Chai-les P., a resident of Washington Town-
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ship: and John, who died at the age of four

ycKi's.

After their marriage Jlr. and Mrs. Adam
Gramling started out to make a home for

themselves. Their first location was in section

16 of Washington Township, and from that

point Adam Gramling gradually built up the

magnificent prosperity which rewarded his

efforts. At the time of his death he owned
280 acres of land, all of which was located in

Washington Township except forty acres

which are in Fulton County. Nearly all of

it is improved, well drained, fenced, with a

splendid bank barn for cattle, horses and
grain, and a beautiful home, located on an

eminence commanding a view of the surround-

ing country, the house containing thirteen

rooms and all the comforts of modern con-

veniences.

Adam Gramling died suddenly September

14, 1914, when fifty-five years of age. He was
a man of prominence in addition to his suc-

cess as a business man. He was always willing

to lend his support to any public enterprise

and to any movement which would benefit the

community or the individuals in his neighbor-

hood. He was a republican in politics and
was honored with several of the local oiifices.

He was one of the prominent members of the

Church of God, served as teacher and super-

intendent of the Sunday school, and was very

conscientious in everything he did, practicing

Christianity on seven days of the week. Mrs.

Gramling was in close sympathy with him in

all his activities, and is a woman who exempli-

fies the best qualities of the home maker, the

mother and the kind neighbor. She and her

children are all members of the Church of

God.
Bertha, the oldest of their children, still

lives with her mother, and .she finished her

education in the Liberty Center High School.

Ernest C. is now a practical farmer on one of

his father's places in Washington Town.ship,

and he taught school for two years prior to

his marriage. By his marriage to Mayme
Guerst he has two children. Adam W. and
Irving C. John, who like liis limtlier is a

graduate of the Liberty Centci- lliyli School,

is now in active charge of his mother's home-
stead ; he married Florence Jennings, who was
born and reared and educated in Liberty

Township, a daughter of Alfred Jennings.

William J. Fishell. It is not essential

nor is it desirable that any one of the learned

professions should occupy a leading place in

any community, rather should one balance or

supplement the other in order that the gen-

eral welfare should be protected and pre-

served, but it is vitally important that in a

city of such importance as Findlay, that each
should be ably and faithfully represented.

That this happy condition exists is a matter
for congi-atulation. Among the medical prac-

titioners here whose names come ciuiekly to

mind with mention of the medical profession,

is Dr. William J. Fishell, w^ho has won public

'confidence and personal regard.

William J. Fishell was born in 1881, at

MeComb, Ohio, and is a son of William J.

and Clarinda E. (Edginton) Fishell. He at-

tended the public schools of his native place

and was graduated from the high school in

1899. Having decided upon a medical career

he directed his studies as opportunity offered

along that line for several years, ancl in 1907
matriculated at the Cleveland Homeopathic
College, from which he was graduated in 1911,

subsequently serving one year as an interne

in the Cleveland City Hospital. Still later

Doctor Fishell took short courses in the New
York Post Graduate and the New York Lying-
in hospitals.

Doctor Fishell located at Findlay as a gen-

eral practitioner and has had no reason to

cjuestion the wisdom in making choice of a

field for usefulness. He has brought to his

work the enthusiasm of a young man for a

beloved calling, with the well balanced mind
and trained hand that are essential to a phj^-

sician together with a sympathetic and pleas-

ing personality that is vastly helpful. He is

in the enjoyment of an excellent practice and
keeps fully abreast of the times through mem-
bership in the leading medical organizations,

these including the Hancock County Medical,

the Ohio State, the Northwestern Ohio and
the American Medical associations.

In 1910 Doctor Fishell was married at

Findlay to Miss Grace Dukes, who is a daugh-
ter of P. C. and Hattie (Grose) Dukes.
They have one son. William J., the third of

the name in family succession. Politically

Doctor Fishell is a democrat but has never

had any political aspirations. With his wife

he belongs to the First Methodist Episcopal

Church at Findlay.

Michael Leander Foster. Education,
training, and all the advantages afforded byl

fond parents and by public institutions mayj
be necessary as an equipment for the work of]

life in the majority of cases, but there are I
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many sueeessful examples of men who had
none of these things and yet have gained a

substantial place in the business world and
also enjoy the respect and esteem of their

fellow men.
An example is the case of Mr. ^iicli;icl \a-,iu-

der Foster of Findlay. .Mr. l-'ostcr h.id only

a few terms of schooling in his entire yiiuth.

His education was largely self-acquired and
in the intervals of hard work by which he

supported himself. He has been in business

for many years, and is now proprietor of the

salesrooms for gas are lamps at 103 North
Main Street in Findlay. He is resident agent

for the manufacturers and carries a general

line of gas and electric lighting fixtures and
also maintains a service for installing and
maintenance.

;Mr. Foster was born on a farm in Johnson
County, Iowa, April 30. 1866, a son of Noah
and Sarah (IJnw ^ l-'ostei-. He was eight years

of age when liis luiliei- died and altogetlier he
had about six iiKiiifhs of schooling. When his

father died he was sent to Tuscarawas
County, Ohio, to live with an aunt. In her
home it was supposed that he would continue
his education. However, his presence merely
gave more leisure for his aunt's children to

attend school, while he put in practically

every working hour on the farm. At the age
of sixteen he left that home and learned the

barber's trade which he followed 3Vo
years. He then entered the plant of the

Reeves Rolling Mills Company at Canal
Dover, Ohio, and for ten years was employed
as a puddler. Going to Cleveland, he was a

puddler in the steel mills there for seven
years, then returned to Canal Dover for a

year, and in 1901 came to Findlay, where he
continued in the same trade for a year. After
that he lived in Toledo until -IDOS.'and in 1904
took up his permanent residence at Findlay.
The following six years he was manager of

the Findlay business for the Canton Ohio Art
Lamp Works. In 1910 he resigned the posi-

tion of manager and engaged in business for

himself. His location was on Park Street for

one year, at 102 South Main Street for a
year, and in June, 1916, he came to his pres-

ent location at 103 North Main Street. He
bought the business of the Canton Company,
and for a time had the exclusive right of sale

in Findlay, Kenton and Fostoria. He has
since sold the two branches at Kenton and
Fostoria, and now concentrates his entire at-

tention upon the Findlay salesroom.
In 1886 Mr. Foster "married Miss Louisa

Swegheimer. a daughter of David and Mar-
garet Swegheimer of Tuscarawas County,

Ohio. ]\Ir. and Mrs. Foster have two chil-

dren : loda, aged twenty-eight is still at home.

Howard L., aged twenty-seven, married Flor-

uh Kiniinell, daualiter of an old and well

kn.iwii niinisler of Fiii<llav. .Mr. Vu.\rr is a

republieaii. and lie and his family are aetive

in the First Reformed Cluirch. lie lias long

been prominent in the Knights of Pythias

Orde]'. He has filled all the chairs, was twice

a representative of the Grand Lodge, and for

three years was master of finance, and re-

elected' January, 1917, is now serving his

fourth term. He has also passed the chairs in

the Knights of the Maccabees and for the past

ten years has been serving as trustee of the

local tent, and was re-elected in the same

capacity in 1917.

Fred Klein, proprietor of Klein's Plumb-

ing & Tinning Company, has been at the one

location in Findlay for eighteen years, and

has been in business in that city nearly thirty

years. He came to Findlay during the oil

ijoom days, and by hard work has more than

prospered in his chosen line of business, which

he learned as a boy in Germany. At 110

North 'Slam Street he has shop and store,

with a complete line of plumbing goods and

tinning supplies, has every equipment neces-

sary for skillful and reliable work, and an ex-

pert in the trade himself he knows how to

direct the competent services of those whom
he employs.

I\Ir. Klein was born in Berlin. Germany, in

1862, a son of August and Henrietta (Peters)

Klein. Like the usual German boys he at-

tended the public schools until he was four-

teen years of age. At that time he chose the

learning of a vocation, and going to Pottsdara

apprenticed himself to learn the tinner's

trade. He served out his apprenticeship untd

he was eighteen and during that time received

only board and clothing for his work. He
then spent two years as a journeyman, and at

the age of twenty came to New York, worked

at his trade in Cincinnati four years, spent a

year in Dalla.s and Houston, Texas, was again

in Cincinnati for a time, but in 1887 removed

to Findlay, which was then •acquiring promi-

nence among Northwest Ohio cities as the cen-

ter of a rapidly growing oil industry. There
was a steady demand for all class of mechan-
ical employment, and Mr. Klein took advan-

tage of that condition and opened his tin shop
and plumbing establishment. He soon had
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the confidence of the trade, and grew into a
large business. He moved his shop and head-
quarters to its present address in 1898.

In 1887, the year he came to Findlay, Mr.
Klein married Miss Mary Troester, daughter
of Fred and Margaret (Green) Troester.

They have children already grown and some
of them occupying independent positions in

the world. August is twenty-seven years of

age, is still unmarried and lives in Detroit,

Michigan. Frances is the wife of William
Koegel of Akron, Ohio. Alfred is twenty-
three years of age. Fred, aged twenty, is em-
ployed by his father. Margaret, aged eighteen

is attending high school. Politically Mr. Klein
casts his vote independently.

Samuel A. B.vxter, M. D. Allen County
was distinguished by two men of the name
Samuel A. Baxter. The first was a prominent
pioneer lawyer and business man, and the sec-

ond was the late Dr. Samuel A. Baxter, who
was regarded truly as a man of light and
leading in the community for many years,

and his useful career came to a close January
5, 1908.

His father, Samuel A. Baxter, was born in

Washington County, Maryland, September
26, 1807, and was also a son of Samuel A.
Baxter. The Baxters of Virginia and the

Carolinas were of fine old English stock of

colonial days, and contributed several names
to their country's history, distinctive in the

professions and in political life. The late

Doctor Baxter owed to his honored ancestors
a talent for public service and his deep sense

of obligation to further the common good.
Samuel A. Baxter, Sr., learned the trade of

hatter and furrier, and he became so skillful

in the trade that a position sought him instead
of his seeking a position. While buying a

stock of goods for his employer in an eastern

city, a hatter and furrier of Lancaster, Ohio,

offered the young man the management of

his business, and the acceptance of this offer

was what brought Samuel A. Baxter to Ohio.

On reaching Lancaster he took charge of the

business and subsequently bought it. His
ambitions were not satisfied with that line of

work, and under the encouragement of former
Governor William IMedill he began the study
of law, though still- keeping up his business.

In 1838 he came to Lima, carrying his law
books along with his hat boxes, and opened a

hat store which he conducted though not with-

out relaxation of purpose and interest in his

law studies. He also attended a winter of

lectures in Cincinnati.

Admitted to the bar in 1847, having already

closed out his mercantile interests, he at once
applied himself to the practice of law and
gained distinction as an early member of the

Lima bar. He also acquired a large amount
of property and was noted for his generosity

and public spirit. In 1833 Samuel A. Baxter
married Nancy Mason and one of their three

children was the late Dr. Samuel A. Baxter.

The latter 's mother died in 1862.

In a history of Allen County published

about ten years ago Dr. Charles C. Miller, the

editor, wrote a very sincere tribute and
biographical sketch of the late Dr. Samuel A.
Baxter, and from that article the following

paragraphs are copied with no substantial

change

:

Born and largely educated in Lima, all his

life a lover of his city and its people, no one
claimed a higher place in the hearts of the

people. Called again and again to posts of

influence and trust, he was never found want-
ing. When the city had a business crisis or

a great financial success. Doctor Baxter was
always called on to aid in tiding over the one
and in expressing the general good will of

the other.

Blessed with a wise father and a devoted
mother, plans were early matured for his

medical education. He was graduated from
the Cincinnati iledical College in 1863 and
began practice in the army under a commis-
sion direct from the Hon. Edwin M. Stanton,

secretary of war. He was commissioned by
John Brough, governor of Ohio, to the

Eighteenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry com-
manded by Gen. Charles Grosvenor, a per-

sonal friend of Doctor Baxter from his youth.

Later he served both as assistant and acting

medical director of the Department of Geor-

gia under Gen. James B. Steedman.
After the war Doctor Baxter began the

active practice of medicine in Lima. It was
hard work for a time. But fortune came to

him in disguise. He was made health officer

and was put in charge of all smallpox cases

during the terrible scourge in Lima. He
nursed the sick and buried the dead with hisj

own hands. Smallpox then had a greater!

terror than the bubonic plague has now. So
successfully did he perform his loathsome

work that, upon the passing of the scourg

he found himself overwhelmed with busine

in Lima and for a radius of fifty miles aboul|

the city. He was called in counsel to adjoii
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ing towns, and was made surgeon for a num-
ber of railways. This success was soon fol-

lowed by one as brilliant but in another line

—

that of the financier. He became interested

in great enterprises, was secretary of the origi-

nal gas company, then entered the banking
business, establishing the City Bank of Lima,
for a long time one ofthemostsuceessful finan-

cial concerns in the Northwest: was president

of the First National Bank, whicli institution

he made substantial in every way. He man-
aged the artificial and built the natural gas
plants; was very influential in building the

street car line; promoted and sold the Indi-

ana & Ohio gas pipe line and secured the

building of the car works, then consolidating

these works with The Lima Locomotive &
Machine Company, still one of the greatest of

Lima 's industries. The Lake Erie & "Western
shops, the Chicago & Erie and the Ohio South-
ern railroads were each secured for Lima
through his aid and enthusiasm. But other
fields of usefulness also commanded his time
and money: The Young jMen's Christian
Association and Lima College, institutions of

great credit to the city, were gi-eatly aided
by him. Every church built in Lima in the
forty years before his death had been aided
by his generosity. During his long business
career he formed strong alliances in Brad-
ford, England, Boston, New York, Cleveland,
Cincinnati, Toledo and Chicago. A few years
before his death he retired from the banking
business and formed a partnership with his

sons, under the name Samuel A. Baxter &
Sons, for the purpose of developing his prop-
erties in the West and for handling other
extensive interests. He served the state as

trustee of the state asylums for the insane at

Dayton and Toledo, and the people of Lima
elected him mayor of the city.

Doctor Baxter was a man of rare intellec-

tual force, history being his favorite study.
He was long recognized as the leading histo-

rian, not only of Lima but of the county.
Credit was also given him by Doctor Miller,

for much of the substantial value contained in

the history of Allen County, which benefited
greatly from his untiring labors as a chronolo-
gist and as a collector of the facts of local

history.

At the conclusion of the sketch Doctor Mil-
ler appended the following individual tribute

:

"Samuel A. Baxter is a friend worth having.
No man has ever exhibited the sweet amenities
of life in a higher degree than he. So warm-
hearted and generous—he has drawn men to

him and held them through life with 'hooks
of steel. ' To him charity is a word of sweet
and familiar sound. No snow ever fell too
deep, no northern blast ever pierced too
sharply to stay his helping hand. When old
earth is wrapped in the icy bounds of the
Frost King—and God's poor are suffering
most—then Dr. Baxter's charity is most
freely bestowed. In all the good work he has
done, he was only regarded by himself as a
plain individual in the general economy.
With him charity began at home, where, sur-
rounded by a sweet and companionable wife
and happy children, he was more than a lord,

but his charity did not end there. He took
too broad a view of life to be selfish—he lived
and still lives for all humanity. When his
career is ended, truly may it be said that,
' Were all for whom he has done a kind act to
bring but a blossom to his grave, he would
sleep beneath a wilderness of flowers. '

'

'

Doctor Baxter was married June 19, 1866,
to Debora Ellison, who was born in Marlboro,
Stark County, Ohio, May 28, 1845. She
was there reared and educated, and is still

living, making her home there. They had
four sons; she has been prominent in chari-
table works and was first president of the
board of Lima Hospital, and an active mem-
ber of Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church.
Mrs. Baxter had four sons, whose histories
follow.

Frank Ellison Baxter. A member of
that well known Baxter family of Lima that
has played so conspicuous a part in the pro-
fessional, financial, business and civic affairs
of the city, Frank Ellison Baxter is perhaps
most widely known thi'ough his service as
superintendent of banks under Governor
Harmon's administration. He is now head of
the firm of Baxter Bros., who conduct one of
the largest automobile agencies at Lima.
Born in Lima July 30, 1868, Frank E. Bax-

ter is a son of the late Dr. Samuel A. Baxter,
one of Lima's distinguished citizens, who died
January 5, 1908. The son after attending
the public schools continued his 'education in
Miami University at Oxford, Ohio, and then
returned home to begin his business career as
clerk in the First National Bank. Upon the
organization of the Commercial Bank by his
father and three brothers he accepted the
place of cashier, and continued in that work
until the bank was sold by the Baxter family
in 1908. In April, 1909, he was appointed
by Judson Harmon, then governor of Ohio,
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as assistant superintendent of banks, and in

July, 1910, was raised to the responsibilities

of superintendent of banks in Ohio. He tilled

that office with distinction and credit until

March 7, 1913. In 1913 Mr. Baxter and his

brother organized the Baxter Bros., and
establi.shed a large agency at Lima for dealing

in automobiles and supplies.

Mr. Baxter is also vice-president of the

company which publishes the Lima Republi-

can-Gazette. He was one of the organizers

of the Lima Club in 1894 and has served as

director. He is past exalted ruler of the

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, a

Knight Templar Mason and a member of the

Shawnee Country Club.

On November 8, 1895, he married Miss

Elma Burton, second daughter of Dr. Enos
G. and Emma Burton of Lima. They have

two children, Helen and Samuel Alexander.

Dow Alexander Baxter. Member of the

prominent Baxter family of Lima, and asso-

ciated with the Samuel A. Baxter Sons Com-
pany, Dow Alexander Baxter has for twenty
years been actively identified with the oil

industry both in Ohio and in various parts

of the West.
He was born at Lima January 8, 1875, a

son of Dr. Samuel A. Baxter. As a youth he

attended the Orchard Lake Military Academy
in Michigan, graduating in 1893. and was
then a student in the University of Michigan
until 1896. Returning home he took up the

oil business at Lima, afterwards was in Cali-

foi'nia and Oklahoma oil fields, and is now a

prominent oil operator at Tulsa, Oklahoma.
He served as second lieutenant of the Marine
Corps in the Spanish-American war. He is

a member of a Greek letter college fra-

ternity, of the Lima Club, is a Knight
Templar Mason, and an Elk. In February,

1902, he married Miss Eda Leonard, daugh-
ter of Jesse R. Leonard of Beaver, Penn-
sylvania.

Clement Samuel Baxter has been very

actively identified with local business affairs

at Lima for the past twenty years, and since

March, 1914, has been in the automobile busi-

ness in association with F. E. Baxter, in the

firm of Baxter Brothers.

He was born at Lima October 31, 1876, a

son of Dr. Samuel Baxter. After a high

school -education, in 1895 he became assistant

cashier in the Commercial Bank of Lima, an
institution owned bv his father, brother and

himself. In 1907 Clement S. Baxter and
others bought the bank, in which he retained

a partnership interest until it was_ sold to

what is now the German-American Bank.
During 1905-09 Mr. Baxter served as city

treasurer of Lima. He now gives all his time

to the automobile business. He is an active

member of the Lima Club and is a Knight
Templar Mason. On January 24, 1900, he

married Blanche Newman of Lima.

Fred Herbert Baxter, who is now asso-

ciated with his brothers in the automobile

business at Lima, is a son of the late Dr. Sam-
uel A. Baxter, and was born at Lima Novem-
ber 29, 1885. He was educated in the public

schools and also in a preparatory school, and
at the University of Michigan. Since leaving

college he has been in the affairs controlled

and directed by members of the Baxter fam-
ily, and especially in the automobile busi-

ness. He is a member of the Shawnee
Country Club.

William John Zoppi, M. D. For over a

quarter of a century Dr. William John Zopfi

has been engaged in medical practice at

Findlay. He is one of the older generation

of physicians and surgeons here and has wit-

nessed and taken part in much of the develop-

ment that has marked the city's progress,

both as an interested citizen and as an en-

lightened man of medicine. jMatters pertain-

ing to the public health are vastly important

and very often it is the watchful physician

who, witli no financial interest whatever, calls

public attention to ills that prevail. Doctor
Zopfi is widely known, both professionally

and personally, and is highly esteemed.

William John Zopfi was born at Jeffer-

sonville. New York, April 12, 1859, and is a

son of Jacob and Anna (Huber) Zopfi. He
was reared on his father's farm and attended

the public schools. He prepared for college

under a local physician and in 1886 entered

the medical department of the L^niversity of

Buffalo, and was graduated with the class of

1889, having served as first assistant under
Doctor Pryor at the Erie County Alms Hos-
pital from 1887 to 1889.

Doctor Zopfi came to Findlay and era-

barked in the practice of his profession, sub-

sequently taking courses in the Chicago Post
Graduate, the Chicago, Eye, Ear, Nose and
Throat and the Chicago and Philadelphia

Polyclinic hospitals. He is a member of the

Hancock County, the Ohio State, the North-
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western Ohio and the American Medical asso-

ciations. He has always taken a good citizen 's

interest in public matters, voting indepen-

dently. Doctor Zopfi belongs to the Benevo-
lent and Protective Order of Elks.

Albert Follett has given the best years

of his long and active life to farming in Henry
County. He and his good' wife now live re-

tired on a country place in section 2 of Liberty

Township. They own 120 acres in sections 5

and 32 of the same township, and have all the

comforts and means which they require for

their declining years.

Though a resident of Ohio the greater part

of his life I\Ir. Albert Follett was born in

Bath, Wiltshire, England, April 18, 1847.

He is of an old English family. His paternal

grandparents spent all their lives in England
and his grandfather was a mason by trade.

The FoUetts in the earlier generations were
all Church of England people. James Follett,

father of Albert, married ilatilda Barber, a

daughter of Edwin Barber. The Barbers were
also Wiltshire people. In 1849 the Barber
family came to the United States, locating at

Milan in Erie County, Ohio, and there the

wife of Edward Barber died soon afterward.

He later removed to Wakeman in Huron
County, and lived there until his death at the

age of ninety-two. He was a cabinetmaker

by trade. His father was a soldier in the

Indian wars, and afterwards was killed while

huntins wild beasts somewhere in Africa.

-James Follett left England in 1849 with his

brothers-in-law and came to Milan, Ohio,

and after some months they all returned to

Ni'W York to meet their wives and families.

The mother of Albert Follett hrouotht him
in 1850 to the riiited Stjit.'s. .i-n^siiig in a

sailing vessel from Livei'poul to Xi'w York and
landing after a voyage of six weeks. The re-

united families then came on west to Milan,

where James Follett and his brother-in-law

William Barber and John Whitman used their

trades as masons and carpenters for uuich of

the early construction work in that locality.

In December, 1859, James Follett came to

Henry County with his family. In the mean-
time a second child had been born, Sarah
Jane, who subsequently became the wife of

Joseph Stewart and spent her years in Eaton
County. JMichigan, where she died. On com-
ing to Henry County James Follett bought
forty acres of almost wild land in Liberty

Township. There he entered upon the task

of nu'kii'g a home, but did not live to see his

ambitions realized. He died April 12, 1864,

at the age of forty-eight. His widow, sou and
daughter, continued to live on the old home-
stead and by their good .iudgment and energy
improved it and increased it by the purchase
of eighty acres additional land. There the

mother passed away October 14, 1887. She
was born January 20, 1819.

Albert Follett after coming to Henry
County and after the death of his father

lived with his mother on the old home until

his marriage, ilarch 24, 1872, in Liberty

Township he married Emma J. Parker. Mrs.

Follett was bom at Napoleon March 27, 1852,

and was reared and received her early educa-

tion in Henry County. Her parents were
Alfred S. and Calista (Herkimer) Parker,

both natives of New York State. Her mother
was a daughter of Nicholas Herkimer, who
in turn was a son of the famous General

Herkimer, one of the historical characters of

the Revolutionary war, and in whose honor
Herkimer County, New York, was named.
Albert Parker, father of Mrs. Follett, came
to Ohio when a young man and was a canal

boatman. He conducted boats along the

Miami Canal during the early '40s and fre-

quently passed and repassed through Henry
County. He took boats all the way from Cin-

cinnati to Toledo. He became interested in

Henry County and eventually bought land in

Harrison Township and after selling that pur-

chased another farm in Liberty Township.

He lived for some yeai-s in Napoleon, and
while there his daughter Mrs. Follett was
born. When she was two or three years of age

her father bought a farm of 120 acres in sec-

tions 5 and 32 of Liberty Township. There
her father lived until his death in February,

1897, at the age of seventy-seven years four-

teen days. Her mother passed away in I\larch,

1913. when lacking only two days of her

ninety-third birthday. The Parkers were
active niemliers of the Christian Chvirch and
;\lr. Parker was a strong republican.

Mrs. Follett is the only living child of her

parents. After their marriage Mr. and Mrs.

Follett lived on the old Follett homestead for

nineteen years and they then moved to ^lich-

igan, where they lived twenty years. On
returning to Ohio they moved to the Parker
farm, which they occupied and managed until

1915. In that year they determined to retire

and have since lived in a comfortable home
near the Maumee River and on the l)anks of

the canal.

Mr. and Mrs. Follett have reared a fine
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family of children: Cora, born December 9,

1872,'is the wife of Joseph A. Huff, and they

now live in Northern Michigan, their children

being Lewis, Bessie, Adelpha, Euresta, Her-

man (deceased), Russell, Earl, Verna, Eva,

Mabel and Edith. Charles, the second of the

family, was born November 7, 1875, and owns
a good farm in Gratiot County, Michigan ; he

married Mrs. Eda (Fufalo) Strause, who by
her former marriage had a daughter Melva,

and by her second marriage has another

daughter, Juanita. Alfred R., born Novem-
ber 3, 1878, was well educated in' the public

schools, as were the other children, and is

now managing the old farm in Liberty Town-
ship ; he married Anna Simlow, and their

children are Arthur G., Irvin and Edna. Alta

was born January 23, 1881, and died Decem-
ber 21, 1892. Lula B. was born June 19, 1883,

and is the wife of Archie Woodman, living

at Roekford, Illinois, their children being

Glenn, Clarence, Clyde, Carl and Lee. Lena,

born September 23, 1887, is the wife of Charles

Lorah, who is an electrician at Fostoria, Ohio.

Harry, born October 3, 1890, and lives in

Lansing, Michigan, having married Lena
Murle. Mr. Pollett and his sons are all inde-

pendent democrats.

Job Grafton Kimmell. The tide of new-

comers which rushed over Findlay when it

was the center of the Northwest Ohio oil in-

dustry brought to that city a young business

man and for thirty years one of its most influ-

ential citizens. This is Job Grafton Kimmell,

who is now senior partner of the firm operat-

ing the City Roller Mills. ^Ir. Kimmell dur-

ing his residence in Findlay has been in

various lines of business, and has been exceed-

ingly prospered in his various efforts.

He has in his veins the blood of Holland,

England and Ireland. His great-grandfather

Kimmell came over from Holland in colonial

days. The family lived in Pennsylvania and
in that state at Berlin in Somerset County
Job Grafton Kimmell was born in 1857, a

son of John and Harriet (Brewster) Kimmell.

His father had a large farm in Pennsylvania,

and died there in 1860 when Job was three

years of age. The mother survived him many
years and passed away at Stoyestown also in

Somerset County in 1902.

As the family was in rather prosperous cir-

cumstances. Job G. Kimmell had good advan-
tages as a boy. He attended the public schools

at Berlin, his birthplace, and at Stoj-estown,

and also attended the Normal College which

stood on the old Pittsburg & Bedford Pike.

On reaching the age of eighteen he began
working for an uncle on a farm two years. A
natural talent for mechanical workmanship
was more or less a decisive factor in his early
life as well as in later years. After some ex-

perimenting he found that he could produce
one of the best made split hickory chairs which
were then so familiar an article of furniture
and had a steady demand in all parts of the

country. The old split hickory chair is now
almost relegated to the position of the spin-

ning wheel, though there are some homes
which still retain some of these articles of fur-

niture, ilr. Kimmell then began making these

chairs for the market, and sold them by the

wagon load as far away from home as Harris-
burg, Pennsylvania. He put out an excellent

product, and made considerable money. He
was thrifty and saved it with an eye to the

future.

His next venture was in the sawmill business

at Fair Hope in Somerset County, Pennsyl-
vania. He joined with a partner and they
cut down 1,000 acres of standing timber and
worked it up into merchantable lumber. Four
years later ]Mr. Kimmell removed to Connells-

ville, Pennsylvania, and spent five years gis an
employe with the H. C. Frick Coal & Coke
Company.
When Mr. Kimmell came to Findlay in 1887

he found that town enjoying a phenomenal
prosperity, and he opened a stock of men's
furnishing goods on East Sandusky Street,

now Main Street. After two years he sold

the store and entered the grocery business at

324 West Main Street. Mr. Kimmell sold

groceries in the city for twelve years, retiring

in 1903. In 1904 he and William Gorrell

bought an old abandoned mill, which had for-

merly been a prosperous concern but had not

been in operation for some time. They intro-

duced new machinery, reorganized and
remodeled extensively, and started the manu-
facture of flour and various feed products.

They soon had an established market for all

they could turn out. In December, 1911, Mr.
Loren Peters bought the interest of Mr. Gor-

rell, and Mr. Kimmell and Mr. Peters have
been actively associated under the name City

Roller ilills. They grind wheat, corn, and
oats and ship the product of the mills all over

Northwest Ohio, especially over a territory

seventy-five miles in a radius around Find-

lay. They also ship to eastern points. Their

principal brands of flour are "Pride of Find-

lay," "Golden Age," and "Buckeye."
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Mr. Kimmell is a democrat in national
politics, but exercises an independent vote in

local matters. He belongs to the First Luth-
eran Church and is affiliated with the Knights
of Pythias and the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks. In 1880, while still struggling
for a foothold in the field of success in Penn-
sylvania, he married Ellen Broadwater,
daughter of Ephraim and Lydia (Tressler)

Broadwater of Berlin, Pennsylvania. Mr.
Kimmell has but one child, Charles Ephraim.

Jkrome Milton Martin is one of the
notable business men of Northwest Ohio. As
a small boy he was left an orphan. While
growing up he had very limited advantages
in the way of schooling. At a time when most
boys are under the care of their parents and
the comfortable situation of the home, he was
working out as a farm hand. He was not
only a hard worker but had an eye for oppor-
tunities and had the courage to accept an
opportunity when he saw it. He did his first

merchandising at the City of Napoleon, and
many years ago came to McComb in Hancock
County, where he has built up a splendid busi-

ness, being now senior member of the general
hardware firm of ilartin & Weinland. They
handle the largest and most complete stock of

implements and hardware in that section of

Hancock County.
Mr. Martin was born April 8, 1854, in the

Village of Commercial Point south of Colum-
bus in Pickaway County, Ohio. His parents
were John L. and Elizabeth (Burnley) Mar-
tin. His father was also a merchant and died
in 1861 and his mother died in 1855. Thus at

the age of seven Mr. Martin was left an
'orphan. Until he was thirteen he lived with
an uncle at Commercial Point, and in all that
time did not have more than a year of school-

ing. Becoming a farm hand he worked hard
for wages of $13 a month and saved nearly all

of it.

He was still only a youth in years when he
came to Northwest Ohio and used his capital

to open a small stock of groceries at Napoleon.
He remained there a year in business, and
then acquired a knowledge of the carpenter's
trade and for eight years was a partner in the
firm of Parker & Martin, contractors and
builders. This was a very successful business.

Mr. Martin has been a resident of McComb
since 1888. In the purchase of an old estab-

lished hardware business he was associated
with Mr. E. F. Weinland, who was a tinner
by trade and had worked with Mr. Martin at

Napoleon on many contracts. Martin & Wein
land were for eight years located on Main
Street, and they then bought the property at

the corner of ^lain and Todd streets, and in

1895 erected their present substantial quar-
ters. That has been their location for more
than twenty years, and the business is one of

the landmarks of McComb and people come
to their store to trade from many miles

around the town.
Mr. Martin is also vice president and a

director of the People's Bank of McComb and
is a stockholder in the Farmers Development
Company, which owns 200,000 acres of land in

the State of New Mexico.
In 1879 ilr. Martin married Miss Clara

Weaver, daughter of Philip and Caroline
(Cole) Weaver of Henry County, Ohio. Mr.
and Mrs. Martin have some very capable chil-

dren. Ray Lindsay, the oldest, is a stock-

holder and is sales manager of the Simmons
Hardware Company of Toledo, having gained
his early knowledge of the hardware business

with his father; he married Florence Whet-
stone of F^ndlay. Blanche, the oldest daugh-
ter, married Clyde Rockwell, and she died in

1906. Charles lives at McComb and is em-
ployed by his father ; he married Lillian Oke.
Boyd is connected with the First National
Bank of Findlay. Sue is Mrs. F. L. Stoker,

Mr. Stoker being assistant cashier of the

People's Bank of McComb. Helen, the

youngest child, is still at home.
In politics Mr. Martin is a stanch demoerat.

For six years he served as township treasurer

and in 1888 was elected a member of the town
council. His family belongs to the First

Presbyterian Church, he is a member of the

Masonic Lodge at Deshler, and is also affiliated

with the Benevolent and Protective Order of

Elks and the Independent Order of Odd Fel-

lows. Recently Mr. Martin built a substantial

residence which is perhaps the finest home in

that section of Hancock County.

A. C. Cole, of the tirm of Buckley & Cole,

proprietors of the Rexall Drug Store at Mc-
Comb, is one of the enterprising and pushing
young business men of Hancock County. He
is making a success of his profession and busi-

ness, has the regard and esteem of a large

community, and has a very happy home. He
was born in 1889 in Leipsic, Putnam County,
Ohio, a son of Charles F. and Mary C.

(George) Cole. His father is a well known
business man of Putnam County and is man-
ager of the Roberts Fine Clothing Company



1646 HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO

at Leipsic. Mr. Cole is of Seoteli-Iri^ an-

cestry. His grandfather and two brothers

came from the border of Scotland and settled

in Vermont, and from that state came West
and were among the early pioneers in Put-
nam County, Ohio, where they cleared up
farms.

Mr. A. C. Cole gained his early education
in the grammar and high schools of Leipsic,

and then spent four years learning the prac-

tical side of the drug business in C. S. Buck-
ley's store at Leipsic. That he might be the

better equipped for the business of his choice

he then entered the Ohio Northern University

at Ada, where he pursued the courses in phar-
macy and chemistry and was graduated in

1912 as class president and with the honors of

his class. He has the degi-ee Ph. G. He was
also a member of the Sigma Phi Epsilon
Fraternity. After leaving college Mr. Cole
spent some time traveling about the country,

being located for short periods in Pittsburg
and Wheeling, but in 1913 came to McComb,
Ohio, and with Mr. Buckley, in whose store

he had formerly worked at Leipsic, bought the

drug business of Henuey & Cooper at the

present location, ilr. Cole now has active

charge of this successful business and has a
store which in point of equipment and service

has few equals in Hancock County. He is the

manager and half owner of the business, Mr.
Buckley still remaining at Leipsic.

In 1915 he married Miss Eva McCreary,
daughter of William and Ella McCreary of

Byesville. Guernsey County, Ohio. Mr. and
Mrs. Cole are very happy over the birth of

their first child, Charles Phillips, who was
born November 7, 1916. Mrs. Cole is also a
registered pharmacist and is a graduate of

the Ohio Northern University at Ada, where
she first met Mr. Cole. Mr. Cole is a republi-

can, a member of the I\Iethodist Episcopal
Church, and is affiliated with the Lodge and
Chapter of the Masonic Order and with the

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.

Burt Hibbard, M. D. A physician and sur-

geon whose abilities have brought him a promi-
nent position in the profession at Lima dur-
ing the past dozen years, Dr. Burt Hibbard
is also a citizen of thorough public spirit and
with a willingness to devote his time and
energies to affairs of public moment. He is

now serving as president of the South Side
Commercial Club of Lima, in addition to his

large private practice.

Born at Lowell. Kansas, :\Iarch 20, 1877,

when he was eighteen months of age his

mother Nancy A. (Davis) Hibbard moved to

Indiana. Mr. Hibbard attended the high
school at Fort Recovery and also the high
school of Point Pleasant, West Virginia.

When still little more than a boy in years he
taught a year, and for two years was con-

nected with the work of the oil fields. In 1896
he began the study of medicine at the Uni-
versity of Buffalo, New York, where he was
graduated in 1900. He began his practice at

Cridersville, Ohio, in May, 1900, but after

another year (1903-4) of post graduate study
at the University of Buffalo, he located in

May, 1904, at Lima, and has since en,ioyed a
large general practice though specializing in

internal medicine, and he is probably the most
proficient in that particular line among the

profession in Allen County. He is a member
of the Allen County, the Ohio State and the

Tri-State Medical societies.

He also belongs to the Lima Chamber of

Commerce, the Benevolent and Protective

Order of Elks, the Loyal Order of Moose, the

Modem Woodmen of America and Woodmen
of the World, also the American Insurance
Union.
On June 19, 1901, Doctor Hibbard married

Matilda Price of Buffalo, New York. They
have one son, Harrv Burt Hibbard, born
August 1, 1907.

South Side Commercial Club op Lima.
In order that the south side of Lima might
have an organization adequate to advance the

interests of that particular community and
adequately represent its commercial and civic

power, there was organized in 1913 the South
Side Commercial Club. Some six or eight'

residents took an active part in the move-
ment and the first officers were : Joseph As-
kin, president; John Hennon, vice president;

and Lewis A. Gardner, secretary.

The officers of the club for 1916 and 1917

are: Dr. Burt Hibbard, president; John A.
Mohr, vice president; and Lewis A. Gardnei.
secretary and treasurer.

All the people on the south side of Lima
take an active interest in this organization

and it has proved a means not only for social

meetings but also for much effective work and
the club has given special attention to im-

provements affecting not only the south side

but the entire municipal community. There
are three regular meetings each month, and
on the second Friday there is an ojjcn meeting,

while the third Friday is devoted to a lunch-
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eon, and on the fourth Friday occurs the

executive meeting.

HoRTON C. RoRiCK, financier, large real

estate owner and prominently identified with
business and civic affairs of Toledo, is pres-

ident of Spitzer, Rorick Trust & Savings Bank.
He was born December 16, 1866, on a farm

near Morenci, Lenawee County, Michigan.
His father, Casper Roi'ick, was president of

the First National Bank of Morenci, Mich-
igan, and of the Fayette State Savings Bank
of Fayette, Ohio, prior to his death in 1910.

His mother, Alice il. (Horton) Rorick, died
in 1891. The first Rorick landed in New
York about 1716, and two of the family fought
in the Revolutionary war. The grandfather
and brothers settled in New Jersey and New
York, and later as pioneere of Lenawee
County, Michigan, became prominent in af-

fairs there. In the maternal line the Hortons
came from Lincolnshire, England. Samuel
Horton was a prominent and wealthy farmer
of Lenawee County.
Horton C. Rorick was educated at Adrian

College, where he graduated with honors of

his class in June, 1890. Later he attended
the University of ;\Iirhigan two years, grad-
uating in the law department in June, 1892.

His early life was spent on a farm, and prior

to starting to college at the age of nineteen
he taught school two winters, his first term
when only sixteen years of age. After grad-

uating from the University of Michigan he

moved to Toledo and opened a law office in the

fall of 1892, and was engaged in tlie prac-

tice of law until January 1, 1902. He then

became a member of the firm of Spitzer & Co.,

hankei-s. composed of Gen. Ceilan M. Spitzer,

A. L. Spitzer and Horton C. Rorick. Feb-
ruary 1, 1911, the firm name was changed to

Spitzer-Rorick & Co., dealers in government.
municipal and corporation bonds, with offices

in New York. Boston, Toledo, Cincinnati. Chi-

cago, Kansas City and Austin, Texas.

This liouse is proliably tlic ohlest municipal
bond house in the United States. Iiaving been
established in 1871, and is one of the largest.

handling very large amounts of both United
States and Canadian municipals, and having
an international reputation.

November 1, 1911, ^Ir. Rorick organized the

Spitzer-Rorick Trust and Savings Bank at

Toledo, and I\Ir. Rorick has been its president

since February. 1913. He owns the controll-

ing interest in this company as well as the con-

trolling interest in the private banking house

of Spitzer, Rorick & Co., having been the active

head in charge of the management of both
institutions for several years, and it has been
largely due to his ability and hard work that

the firm has trebled its business under his

direction and management.
At the time of giving up law and entering

tlie banking business he liad built up a large

practice, representing several banks and sav-

ings institutions. In addition to the above,

Mr. Rorick is a stockholder or director in sev-

eral of tlie banks in Northern Ohio and South-
ern Jlichigan. He has been active in building
up Toledo, having platted and improved some
of till' best residence sections, including "Ror-
ick "s Adilitidii, " "'Roriek's Second Addition,"
and Koruk's Third Addition," to Toledo,

Ohio. At present his realty holdings are prin-

cipall}' business proper!}-. He has never held
political office, confining his time to the man-
agement of his large financial and real estate

aft'airs. Mr. Rorick is a member of the Toledo
Club, Toledo Country Club, Toledo Commerce
Club, the Bankers' Club of New York City,

and of the Masonic, fraternity.

He was man-ied on September 17, 1891, to

;Marie Edna Packard of Lenawee County,
Michigan, who was born on December 7, 1868,

and was a direct descendant of Samuel Pack-
ard, one of the earliest settlers in Massachu-
setts. Mr. and ^Irs. Rorick kept house at Ann
Arbor for the following year, during which
^\r. [((irii'k liiiislicd his course in the Univer-
sity (if Mirliiu-;iii, and then moved to Toledo
in the siiiriiin-r .it 1892.

They have three children. The daughter,
Alice Marie Rorick, born Januarj- 7, 1S94,

graduated at Mrs. Dow's School, Briareliff

ilanor, near New York City. Her coming-
out party shortly afterwards, in November,
1912, was said to be the finest ever given
in Toledo. Her recent marriage in Septem-
ber 16, 1916, to ilr. Paul P. Prudden of Cum-
mings, Prudden & Co., investment bankers of

Toledo, New York and Chicago, was one of

the prominent social events in Toledo society.

The Roricks also have two sons: Marvin
Horton Rorick. born July 1, 1897, who just

graduated fniui the Toledo High School and
entered the University of Michigan in Octo-

ber, 1916; and Ceilan Herbert Rorick. born
August 21, 1899. The Roricks are prominent
in society in Toledo and are well known. in

New York.

Calvin D. Todd, 31. D., who represents one
of the pioneer names of Hancock County, has
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been a' successful physician at McComb for a

number of years and is a native of that town.

He was born January 27, 1878, a son of

William and Eliza (Gault) Todd. His father

was a soldier in Company D of the Ninety-

ninth Ohio Volunteer Infantry during the

Civil war. Doctor Todd received his early

education in the McComb High School, at-

tended the Ohio Normal University at Ada,
and for seven years was teacher of the eighth

grade of the McComb Public School. His
medical education was acquired in the Toledo
Medical College, 1903-07. In the latter year

he was given his degree M. D. While at

Toledo he paid his expenses in college by
teaching and acting as physical director at

the Toledo Boys' Home and the Young Men's
Christian Association. Having fitted himself

for his profession he returned to ]\IcCorab and
has since been in active practice with offices

in the Smith Block. It is noteworthy that his

office is on land which his grandfather Ben-
jamin Todd acquired when he first came to

Hancock County. One of the principal streets

of LlcComb is named Todd. The family is of

Scotch and German ancestry.

Besides his successful practice he served as

coroner of Hancock County for two terms,

1908 to 1912, is now president of the county
board of education, and is treasurer of Pleas-

ant Township. He is a member of the County
and State Medical societies and the American
Medical Association, belongs to the First

Methodist Episcopal Church and is affiliated

with the Masonic Lodge at Deshler, with the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows, with

the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks,

the Maccabees and the Woodmen of the

World.

Robert Kennedy Davis has been a resident

of Findlay since early boyhood, and has made
his success in life in the city where he was
known as a boy and through mature years of

manhood. For a number of years he was in

the drug business, but having a special liking

and genius for the field of insurance, he took

that up and has already developed a splendid
business as district agent for the Northwestern
Mutual Life Insurance Company, with terri-

tory in Hancock and adjoining counties. His
offices are in the Ewing Building at Findlay.

Mr. Davis was born at Arlington, Ohio,

August 2.3, 1875, a son of A. V. and Susannah
(Welch) Davis. His parents were of Welsh
and German stock. When he was twelve
years of age his parents removed to Findlay,

and he continued his education in the gram-
mar schools there and also the high school.

He was still a boy when he accepted a place

as clerk in the J. C. Firmin Drug Store, and
remained with that employer for seven years.

He gained both a practical and theoretical

knowledge of pharmacy, and in 1901 passed

the State Board examination and was given a

license as a registered pharmacist. With such
capital as he had been able to save in the

meantime he then formed a partnership with

A. J. Julien under the name of Julien &
Davis, and engaged in the drug business, buy-

ing out the old establishment of John A.

Cheney. Later he bought his partner's in-

terest and conducted the business alone until

he sold out in 1915 to C. S. Ashbrook.

To men of exceptional qualifications there

is no better business opened than the insur-

ance field, and Mr. Davis has apparently all

of those qualifications and in addition he finds

the work exceedingly congenial. He has a

large territory, has fine offices and a number
of agents working under him.

He has also been a live wire in connection

with Findlay 's growth and upbuilding in re-

cent years. He assisted in organizing and was
first president for two years of the Findlay
Business Men's Association, which is now the

Findlay Commerce Club. He also served as

president of the Findlay Young Men's Chris-

tian Association in 1911. Fraternally Mr.
Davis is affiliated with the Masonic Order, the

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the

Knights of Pythias, the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows, is a member of the Court Liter-

ary Society, is a republican and a member of

the First Lutheran Church.
In 1902 he married Jliss Carolyn Mae Ren-

niger, daughter of William and Sarah

Renniger of Findlay. They are the parents

of three children : Ruthanna, born in 1904

;

Richard Carl, born in 1910; and Carolyn

Elizabeth, born in 1912.

Clarence I. Moffitt. When Clarence I.

Moffitt finished a course and was granted a

diploma in the National Business College of

Chicago, he did not have enough spare capital

to buy a square meal. His education and
training might have made some men scorn the

humble tasks of the day laborer. ]\Ir. Moffitt

,

had no such pride to interfere with makingj

the best of his opportunities. From Cliicago

he went to Florence, Wisconsin, and spent

three mouths in the ranks of common laborJ
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After that he was promoted to assistant agent

for the American Express Company.
With this experience and still practically

without capital he returned to Findlay, Ohio,

and again began looking for opportunities in

the business field. He was willing to accept

anything from the humblest clerkship to an ex-

ecutive office. The Bloomingdale Clothing Com-
pany did not immediately elect him president,

but were satisfied to allow him to take his

place on the payroll as a porter. In six years

time he had promoted himself by hard work
to the position of confidential man and head
salesman. He then resigned from the Bloom-
ingdale Clothing Company and went with the

National Clothing Company in their branch
store at Findlay. This company was a New
York firm with branches in many cities. Mr.

Moffitt took charge of the men's clothing de-

partment, and later for a year and a half was
assistant buyer. The company finally as-

signed him to the management of the entire

store, the largest store of its kind in Findlay.

For 71/^ years he managed the store, without
any outside supervision, and he made the

business pay as it never had paid before.

This store was burned out March 17, 1910.

At that time Mr. Moffitt had about $6,200 of

live capital but better than this had the good
will of all the wholesale houses and his credit

rating was Al. Thus he started for himself,

and is now the sole owner and proprietor of

the National Clothing Company, one of the

largest mercantile firms of Hancock County.

It is evident that hard work has been an im-

portant factor in Mr. Moffitt 's success.

Another reason is undoubtedly the fact that

he has considered no task beneath him, and he

has a self respecting independent mind that is

one of the most valuable assets of business or

personal character. Mr. iloffitt has always
been very systematic, and some of his com-
mercial systems which he invented and copy-

righted are now being employed in New York
City houses. He has always been a firm be-

liever in the principle of co-operation, and
his employes have always benefited by the

success of the entire business.

Mr. Moffitt was born on a farm twelve

miles west of Findlay, in Blanehard Town-
ship, Hancock County, December 25, 1871.

His parents were Rinaldo and Nancy Jane
(McClish) ]Moffitt. The family came origin-

ally from Moffitt in Southeastern Scotland,

and ilr. Moffitt is of Scotch-Irish descent,

His first Moffitt ancestry settled in Charles-

ton, South Carolina. His father was a farmer

by occupation. The early education of Clar-

ence I. ^loffitt was secured in the country
schools of Hancock County, in the prepara-

tory school at Ada, Ohio, and then the course

of the business college in Chicago, since which
his career has already been traced.

.

Mr. Moffitt is a republican in national poli-

tics, but in local afl:'airs is inclined to inde-

pendence. He is a member of the Senate
Literary Society, an associate member of the

Up to Date Club, a member of the Church of

Christ and superintendent of its Sunday
school, and though he has no children of his

own is a great lover of young people and is

always willing to do much for them. In 1896
Mr. iloffitt married May B. Swartz, daughter
of George H. and Vina (Downing) Swartz of

Hancock County.
Outside of his personal business Mr. Moffitt

is a director and stockholder in the Findlay-

Toledo Tire Company, a stockholder in the

Findlay Orchard Company, and in spite of

the demands made upon him by business cares

has always taken a public spirited interest in

his home city. In the 1911 primary his many
friends forced him on the ticket at the last

moment as a candidate for mayor. He was
defeated by only eighty-seven votes, and he

made practically no efl^ort to secure his nomi-
nation. For some time Mr. Moffitt served as

treasurer of the Anti-Saloon League of Han-
cock County.

Robert T. Vance is an expert teacher of

business methods. He has himself filled posi-

tions in the commercial field, he knows all the

details of general commercial methods, but
his great success in life has been the training

and teaching of others, and hundreds of his

former pupils have filled positions of responsi-

bility in the business world.

In September, 1915. Mr. Vance established

the Findlay Business Training School, which
occupies the entire fourth floor of the Rawson
Block. This school draws its pupils from all

over Northwest Ohio, jMr. Vance himself is

a graduate of the Chillicothe Business Univer-

sity, with the class of 1886. He is a thorough
American, of Yankee stock and of Revolution-

ary ancestry.

The Findlay Business Training School
teaches the Gregg system of shorthand and
also touch typewriting. The course of instruc-

tion also includes bookkeeping, commercial
law, business English, penmansliip and mathe-
matics. Eighty pupils were graduated at

the last term. This school runs all the year
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around, and diplomas from the institution

count for a great deal with hard headed busi-

ness men.
Mr. Vance married Miss Mabel Ash, daugh-

ter of John Ash of Detroit, Michigan. Mrs.

Vance is a graduate of the public schools of

Fremont, Ohio, and of the Findlay College

with the class of 1914. She taught in the

public schools before her marriage. She is an
adept as a shorthand artist and is in charge

of the Gregg School of Shorthand.
This school won the gold medal in 1916,

competing against all schools in Ohio teaching

the Gregg system. The students also won the

state banner in 1916 for the best results in

commercial work. In the world competition

in type artistry in 1916 this school won over

all competitors in the Gregg system.

Mr. Vance's success as a commercial teacher

is due to the fact that he has never deviated

from the high standards which he set himself.

and has worked hard to attain his ideal. At
the opening of his school in Findlay he held

a business show which attracted attention all

over this section of Ohio. He exhibited all

the short-cut successful methods in office

machinery. His school quarters will bear

favorable comparison with any in the country.

The general counting room is 40 by 52 feet,

large, airy and well lighted, with solid oak

furnishing and plate glass partition. The
room devoted to/typewriting machines is 20

by 30 feet, and tne general classroom is 40 by
20 feet.

Hiram Van Campen. In 1880, the year
Hiram Van Campen was graduated from
Tufts College in Massachusetts with the de-

gree A. B., he came to Ohio and was employed
the following year as principal of the high

school at Findlay. He was then a young man
of twenty-one and his ambition was firmly set

upon a legal career. He read law, spent a

year in the office of White! y & Bope, was
afterwards in the office of Henry Brown, and
in 1882 was admitted to the bar at Columbus.
He gained further experience in the office of

Haynes & Potter at Toledo, and began private

practice at Napoleon, Ohio, in the summer of

1883. Here he remained eleven years. In
July, 1894, Mr. Van Campen removed to

Toledo and practiced as junior in the firm of
Parks & Van Campen until 1898. On the re-

tirement of Mr. Parks from practice in Toledo,
Mr. Van Campen continued there in practice
by himself for about five years. In 1903 he
suffered a breakdown in his health which made

it necessary for him to retire from his profes-

sional duties for nearly four years. In 1905
he came to Findlay and in 1907 resumed prac-

tice in partnership with Mr. John D. Snyder.
They have been associated ever since, and the

firm of John D. Snyder and Hiram Van
Campen with offices in the Ewing Building,

has a practice, especially in corporation work,

second to none among the law firms of Han-
cock County.
Hiram Van Campen -was born at New Bed-

ford, Massachusetts. February 10, 1859, a son

of Hiram and Dorinda (Hills) Van Campen.
He comes of the old Dutch and Huguenot
stock of the middle states, being eighth in lin-

eal descent from Gerritt Jansen Van Campen,
who came from Friesland, Holland, in 1640,

and settled at Esopus, now Kingston, New
York, and ninth in lineal descent from Nicho-

las Du Pui, a French Huguenot from Artois,

France, who came to America in 1692 and set-

tled in New York City. There were Van
Campens who played a valiant part in the

War of the Revolution. One of them a lineal

ancestor, fell a victim in the noted Cherry Val-

ley massacre during that war. Another mem-
ber of the family, Nicholas, with his two sons

Moses and Jacob were scalped by the Indians:

another Moses Van Campen was a member of

the convention that drafted the first constitu-

tion of New Jersey.

Mr. Van Campen grew up in Massachusetts

and had liberal advantages of schools. He at-

tended the common schools and high school at

New Bedford, spent two years in Dean Acad-
emv at Franklin, Massachusetts, and was grad-

uated from Tufts College in 1880.

In 1893 he married Miss Flora B. Kimmel,
daughter of George W. and Mary (Welsh)
Kimmel, of Findlay. Politically Mr. Van
Campen is a republican. For three years he

was on the committee of bar examiners, hav-

ing been appointed by the Supreme Court.

He is a member of the Findlav Country Club,

and the various Masonic bodies of Findlay,

and is widely known among the members of

his profession and the citizens generally

throughout Northwest Ohio.

IMAi.roi.M Crockett and his family, resid-

ing in Monroe Township of Henry County,

are people of the oldest New England lineage,

and have the traditions and culture which are

closely associated with that old American
stock." Mrs. Crockett belongs to the Wheaton
family, and both the Wheatons and Crocketts

have furnished men and women of distinction
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to the arts, professions, industries, and whether

living' as pioneers on the frontier or in the

popuhms centers of the okler states, they have

retained the essentials of a high-minded ideal-

ism and a love of the liest thing:s in life, ilal-

colm Crockett himself has many qualities

which would have insured his sik'ccss had he

adopted a learned profession instead of the

vocation of asrriculture. He is a flueiit talker.

has sound ideas on nearly every subject that

concerns men of these modern days, and is

hig-h minded and liberal. He has made a

success of farming, and besides his own place

in Monroe Township he has other lands in

Henry County and some important invest-

ments in the coal district of Galia County,

Ohio.
'

The Crockett generation represented in

Henry County, Ohio, is part of the same orig-

inal stock which produced the famous Davy
Crockett, whose name and deeds are a part

of America's cherished pioncei- :iii]i;ils. The
Crockett family lineage in New Kiitiland goes

back to 1750, when NatbaiiicI Cin.krtt came
from Ireland and l.icntcd at KaliiKnit h, .Alaiue.

He was the falliri- ,,f thirteen childi-t-n. One
of the younp.'.st of them was ('apt. James
Crockett. He was l)orn in Maine aliout 1790.

He married ilary Haskell of ]\Iaine. whose
father was a soldier in the Revolutionary War.
James Crockett was a seafaring man for thirty-

five years and commanded a vessel out of one

of the New England ports. In order to get

his sons away from the fascination of the sea

and its dangerous vocation he brought his

family in 1832 to Ohio, locating in Seneca

County. He was one of the pioneers there

and cleared up and developed the farm on

which he and his wife spent their last years.

He was past three score and ten when he

died. He was distinguished by great strength,

soun(i natural ability, and being a skillful

navigator, trained in the use (d' the compass
and the sextant, he found no dit'liciilly in mas-
tering the essentials of surveying, and lielped

to lay out some of the early boundary lines

in Seneca County. With all his manly qual-

ities aTid acquaintain'c witli tlie rough side of

existence, he is rerallcil ,is cxccfdiiMjly tender

hearted. He and bis wife wrvf mcinliers of

the Universalist Cluircli, and [icilitically he

leaned toward the democratic party. Capt.

James Crockett and wife had toi children.

The oldest of these was Georcre. father of

Malcolm. Others were Josiah, Edwin, Ed-
ward, Knott, Cbarles. Elmira, Amanda, Celia

and Emma. Charles. Knott and Edwin all

became soldiers in the Civil war. Charles

was killed in the battle of the Wilderness.

Knott was killed at the battle of Franklin.

Tennessee, toward the close of the war. In

that battle the color bearer of his regiment

fell dying and Knott Crockett picked up the

colors"and was ]iravi'l.\- rarryiiiii- them forward,

when a few iiHun.'iits hitcr he was shot dead.

Edwin was witli Sheridan 's aroiy, and though

shot in the forearm lived to return home, and
subsequently went out to Idaho, where he

died. He liad been a California forty-niner,

having crossed the plains when the trials and

hardships of such a journey were indescrib-

able, and he sjient twelve years on the gold

coast before returning to Ohio to enlist for

the war.

George Crockett was born in Ash Point,

Maine, in 1S22. He grew up and received

])art of his education there and in Seneca

County, and for a time he followed the pro-

fession which lias been common to so many
of the Crockett family, teaching. He mar-

ried Eliza Bogart. who died soon afterward,

and her only child also died in infancy. In

1848 George Crockett came with his brother-

in-law. Jndson Emery, to Ileiiry ( 'uuiity, Ohio,

entering a half section of land in sections 30

and 31 in Damascus Township. Here he and
Mr. Emerv cleared \ip a farm from the wil-

derness. The family lived in the midst of

the primitive circui

that day, and secured much ot the meat lor

their table from the wild game that filled the

forest. George Crockett built two log cabins

and with some modifications and improve-

ments this home served his purposes until his

death, in 1871, at the age of forty-nine. He
became one of the leading men of his town-

ship, and filled several local offices. He was
a republican voter. Mrs. George Crockett is

still living, eighty-eight years of age. and mak-
ing her home among hei' childrcii and rel-

atives. The only physical imi)airiiient that

has resulted from the years is partial deaf-

ness. She is a native of Elaine, and taught

school there during young womanhood, receiv-

ing for her services a dollar seventy-five cents

a week. She is a member of the Universalist

faith, as was Jlr. George Crockett.

Malcolm Crockett was born in July, 1852,

on the old homestead and in the old log cabin

which his father had erected in Damascus
Township. He wisely improved the oppor-

tunities of the local schools and had become
well qualified for teaching before his father's

death. That event threw on him further
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responsibilities in looking after the farm and
his widowed mother, and he applied himself

right industriously to this work. As a youth
and in early manhood he did much to clear

up and develop the old farm, and in 1878 he

bought 160 acres of wild and swampy land

in Monroe Township, not far from the place

on which he was born and reared. 'Sir. Crockett

took hold of his new place with charaeteri.stic

vigor and set the pace for many of the gen-

eral improvements that have since taken place

in that locality. He brought about the open-

ing of the township line along the north boun-
dary of his own farm, and aroused public sen-

timent for the building of roads, a general

system of ditching and draining, and for forty

years has stood in the vanguard of advance
in every matter of public improvement. At
every opportunity he has sought to raise the

standards of the local schools. He and his

wife are both active ilethodists, and he has

long been foremost in Sunday school work,

serving both as a teacher and superintendent.

He organized a veiy large Sunday school class

and was its teacher for five years. For a num-
ber of years he served as trustee of the church.

In Henry County 5Ir. Malcolm Crockett

married Miss Mary "Wheaton. She was a

graduate of the academy at Barre, Vermont,
and had also attended college at Oberlin, Ohio.

Mrs. Crockett was born in the town of Barre,

Vermont, February 24, 1855. Barre, as is

generally known, is the seat of the famous
granite industry of Vermont, and the work-

ing of the granite deposits there was an impor-

tant part of the Wheaton family activities,

.several of whom gained much wealth thereby.

Mrs. Wheaton was reared in and around
Barre, attended the public schools, and at the

age of fourteen entered the Barre Acadmy,
where she was graduated four years later.

For ten terms she taught school in Vermont,
Minnesota and Ohio. Since her marriage she

has devoted herself to the making of a home
and the rearing of her children,. and has been

a source of inspiration to the meml)ers of her

own family and to her many friends in Henry
Count3% on account of her thoroughly cul-

tured mind and the wisdom with which she

has guided her own life.

Her family lineage goes back to Benjamin
Wheaton, who in 1744 at Leicester, Jlassachu-

setts, married Abigail, a daughter ,of John
Lynde. Among their children was John
Wheaton, who was married in 1770 to Phoebe
Hubbard of Holden, ^Massachusetts. John and
Phoebe Wheaton had five children. Pliny,

the third son, was born in 1778. He
married Patty Wheaton and settled on a

farm near Lord's Mill in Vermont. Subse-
quently he removed to a farm in Barre Town-
ship, and there he died in 1869. He had been
twice married and survived both wives. He
was ninety-one when he passed away. Pliny
Wheaton, during much of his lifetime, gath-

ered crops from a thin soil that overlay a

magnificent deposit of barre granite. Later
quarries were opened on his farm, and quarry-
ing was for many years the chief source of

profit.

Oren Wheaton, son of Pliny and father of

Mrs. Crockett, was born near Barre, Ver-

mont, in 1812. He followed at different times

the business of farming, stone cutting and
quarrying. His was a very active life, though
he died when only forty-nine years of age in

1861. He was married in Berlin, Vermont,
in 1841, to Eliza Thompson. Her name also

introduces another noted New England stock.

She was bom in Berlin, Vermont, in 1809,

and died in 1891. Her brother, Daniel P.

Thompson, was author of "The Green Moun-
tain Boys," a book that was read by almost

every American schoolboy a generation or so

ago, and many other stories came from his

facile pen. Charles M. Thompson, son of

Daniel Thompson, the author, is now editor in

chief of the Youth's Companion, a weekly

journal which has formed a part of the liter-

ature of almost every American family at

some time during the last half century. The
members of the Wheaton family were of the

Congregational faith, and were neai'ly all

republicans.

Since their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Mal-

colm Crockett have done much to make a fine

home. Their farm of 160 acres lies in Sec-

tion 1 of Monroe Township. There are sub-

stantial and well-arranged farm buildings, and
while the farm throughout is conducted on a

systematic and almost a factory basis of oper-

ation, there is no neglect of those conveniences

and facilities which contribute to the comfort

and well being of country dwellers. Mr.

Crockett has his land all well drained, and
keeps some very fine stock. He has made a

specialty of the raising of seed corn and oats.

He grows the Swedish select oats, and at ai

test at the Wisconsin Agricultural College|

the Swedish select proved the most satisfac-

tory of thirty-six varieties tested. He raised|

the Gold standard learning seed corn.

The children of Mr. and ilrs. Crockett dol

credit to their environment and the influencel
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and character of their parents. Alice, the

oldest, is a graduate of Oberlin College and
has been a successful educator in Ohio and
Michigan and is now teaching near St. Louis,

Missouri. Edith, also a graduate of Oberlin

College, is now a tearher m Williams ('i)unty,

Ohio. Ann, a graduate uf the Yi.silaiiti Xm-
mal School iu Michiuan. iiiarrieil Oi'eii iMiiery

of Green Springs, Ohio. George is li\iim' at

home unmarried. Flora was eduiated at the

Thomas Training School, and is a sni-cessfiil

teacher at Roslyn, New York, wiiei'i' she

instructs 600 children in her speiial (h'pai-t-

ment. Pliny, who has also received a tli(ir(]iigh

education, including the course of the agricul-

tural department of the State University at

Columbus, is now at home and applying his

technical and theoretical knowledge to the

operation of the old homestead farm.

Fred Tomlinson is secretary of the Toledo
Real Estate Board. No organization means
more to the legitimate real estate men of the

city and to the larger interests as well. The
board is a corporation organized under the

state laws and composed of firms and indi-

viduals identitied with real estate activities

in Toledo and vicinity. The membership are

pledged to support and maintain an hon-
orable standard of business in real estate

transactions and the board also works for the

higher development of property in the city,

and the promotion of a larger welfare by the

use of actual statistical information and the

encouragement of outside capital for invest-

ment. Altogether the board furnishes a sta-

tistical, advisory and clerical service which
has proved indispensable not only to its mem-
bership but to the property owners of Toledo.

The officers of the board for 1916 were

:

William H. Moor, president ; Edmund T. Col-

lins, first vice president, and Clifford T.

Hanson, second vice president : George E.
Pomeroy, treasurer; and Fred Tondinson,
seci-etary.

Mr. Tomlinson was a newspaper man before
entering the real estate business. He was born
March 4, 1879, in Logansport, Indiana, a son
of Daniel W. Tomlinson, now deceased. He
grew up in Logansport, attended the public
schools, and as a boy began learning the work
of a newspaper office. He followed newspaper
reporting for fourteen years! He still retains

some connection with his old business as a

member of The Leon H. Roberts Company,
manufacturers of commercial catalogs and
color printing in Toledo.

In 1912 Mr. Tomlinson engaged in the real

estate business with the Irving B. Hiett Com-
pany, but after a year went to Pittsburg,
Pennsylvania, and was advertising writer for
the railroad commission. In 1914 he returned
to Toledo and has since been active in real

estate circles. He is a member of the Toledo
Commerce Club and in politics is a republican.

Stephen Decatur Crites. One of the most
widely known citizens of Northwest Ohio is

Stephen Decatur Crites, banker at Elida, and
a former state senator. His has been a career
stimulated and directed by definite purpose
and high ideals. For many years he was a

successful teacher, and since then he has
played a varied part in business and civic

affairs in Allen County.
He is now at the head of the Farmers Bank

at Elida, which was first organized in Septem-
ber, ]903, as a private bank under the name
S. D. Crites & Company. His personality and
business integrity have been the chief factors
in the growth and success of this prosperous
institution.

Stephen Decatur Crites was born in German
Township, Allen County, Ohio, November 28,

1847, a son of Jacob and Mary Jane (Crem-
ean) Crites. The Crites family emigrated
from Germany and settled in Lehigh County,
Pennsylvania, in 1740. Senator Crites' grand-
father John Daniel Crites moved from Penn-
sylvania to Pickaway County, Ohio, in 1811.
Jacob Crites, one of his eight children, moved
to Allen County in 1843. He was at that time
twenty-one years of age, having been bora
October 19, 1822. Jacob Crites was a black-
smith by trade. His wife. Miss Cremean, was
born in Allen County near Elida, Ohio, and
her family came from Maryland to Ross
County and settled on a farm on Hog Creek
in Allen County in 1820, where they were
among the earliest pioneers.

While growing up on a farm S. D. Crites

attended the country schools, and afterwards
finished a course in the National Normal Uni-
versity at Lebanon, Ohio. For eighteen years
he was actively engaged in school work. For
one year he taught in Illinois, and in order to

obtain a teacher's certificate he had to walk
thirty miles to Dwight. where he attended
teachers' institute, and back, and he possessed
only fifteen dollars to keep him until he was
paid his first term's wages. After returning
from Illinois he taught school in the winter
time and worked on the farm in the summer.
He served as superintendent of the Elida
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schools from 1870 to 1882 and many of his

old pupils have a grateful recollection of his

work as au insti-uctor. After leaving school

work he became a dealer in livestock and he

also bought grain at the elevator at Elida for

twenty years. His interests gradually ex-

tended, and for the past quarter of a century

he has been recognized as one of the substan-

tial factors in the business life of his section

of Allen County.
For nine years he served as a justice of the

peace and was also a member of the county
board of school examiners for eleven years.

Mr. Crites is a democrat, and it was on the

ticket of that party that he was elected to the

State Senate in 1902, and by re-election he

served two terms. In the party conventions

he was nominated by acclamation both times,

and in the district comprising seven counties

he was elected by a comfortable majority, and
had a majority of 1,500 in his own county.

While a member of the senate ilr. Crites

was vice chairman of the Agricultural, Insur-

ance, Schools and School Lands committees,

was chairman of the committee on Ditches and
Drains and Roads and Highways, and a mem-
ber of the committee on Public Works and
Public Lands and Penitentiaries, Universities

and Colleges, Banks and Building and Loan
Associations. During his second term he exer-

cised an even larger influence both on the floor

of the senate and in the committee rooms, and
during that tei'm served on the roads and
highways committee in addition to various

others.

For a number of years he served on the

local school board and on the village council.

In Masonry he is the oldest member in point

of service of Shawnee Commandery, Knights
Templar, at Lima. He took his first degree in

Masonry in 1872, and has been a member of

the Knights Templar order since 1874. He is

also a charter member of Toledo Consistory of

the Thirty-second Degree Scottish Rite and is

affiliated with Lodge No. 818 of the Independ-
ent Order of Odd Fellows at Elida, Ohio. For
twenty years he was a member of the official

board of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and
also led the choir for a long time. He is an
enthusiastic amateur musician, and for a num-
ber of years was connected with the Elida
Band. He is a charter member of the Allen
County Historical Society.

Besides his varied interests as a banker and
business man, Mr. Crites has a fine farm of

300 acres, and raises considerable blooded
stock.

In October, 1876, he married Miss Emily
il. Ditto. Their four living children are:

Jessie Keren, wife of S. 0. Morris, a Lima
merchant ; Mabel, wife of Abner Brenneman,
cashier of the Farmers' Bank of Elida; Zoe,

wife of Phillip Schnabel, who is connected
with the Solar Refining Company at Lima;
and Grace Lenore, wife of Lee Hook, who is

in the clothing business at Bradford, Miami
County, Ohio.

Abner Brenneman. Cashier of the Farm-
ers Bank of Elida, Abner Brenneman has
had au active business career covering about
fifteen years.

He was bom June 12, 1882, a son of Noah
E. and Elizabeth (Humphreys) Brenneman.
Both parents were natives of Ohio, and his

father was a farmer. Educated in the public

schools, Abner Brenneman began his business
experience as a clerk in a general store for

four years, and for 71/2 years was connected
with the United States Express Company,
beginning as a helper and finishing in the post

of cashier of the local office. He was then for

two years with a wholesale confectionery
manufacturing eompanj-, and in 1913 became
cashier of the Farmers Bank of Elida.

He is a democrat in politics, is an active

member of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
is assistant Sunday school superintendent and
treasurer and president of the Epworth
League. Fraternally he is affiliated with the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows.

On June 14, 1906, 'Sir. Brenneman mai'ried

Miss [Mabel Crites, daughter of Stephen D.
Crites of Elida. They have two children

:

James Robert and Helen Crites.

WiLLUM ^I. Dean. Citizens of Lucas
County wlio were especially interested in con-

tinued efficiency in the office of county re-

corder felt highly gratified with the success of
William JI. Dean's campaign for re-election

in November, 1916. Mr. Dean has made a

very capable record in the office, and he was
returned for another term by a large plu-

rality.

He has been a resident of Toledo for many
years and was well known in railroad circles

before he became a member of the official

group in the courthouse.

He was bom September 5, 1866, in Wil-
liams County, Ohio, a son of Michael and
Mary (Scollard) Dean. His father who was
bom in County Kerr^', Ireland, came alone to-

America in 1840, locating in Toledo, and he
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was one of the early employes on the old

Toledo Air Line Railway. He continued rail-

road work with home at Bryan, Ohio, but after

several years returned to Toledo and followed

railroading up to the time of his death which
occurred November 30, Thanksgiving Day,
1911. Railroad men had a particular affection

for this genial Irishman, but he was hardly

less favorably known in other circles.

William M. Dean was the sixth in a family

of nine children, six of whom are still living.

His early education was acquired in Toledo,

but when still a boy he began earning his own
way. He was not ashamed to take any em-,

ployment by which he could serve himself and
serve others, and he did chores, worked in a

sawmill for a time, was also a grocery clerk

and first became identified with railroading

as a laborer in the Lake Shore freight office.

He remained there three years, then went to

the freight department of the Clover Leaf
System, where he also spent two years, and
was then promoted to foreman of the freight

warehouse of the Clover Leaf. Jlr, Dean re-

tained his position as foreman for twenty
years. He resigned in order to accept. appoint-

ment as county recorder of Lucas County, and
after filling out the term of appointment he

was elected for the unexpired term and his

official duties now continue until 1919.

Mr. Dean has always been a democrat and
active in the interests of his party. He is a

member of the Catholic Church and belongs to

the Knights of Columbus.

Jacob N. Bick, whose offices are in the

Nasby Building at Toledo, is one of the most
extensive general contractors in Northwestern
Ohio. Railroad work has been his specialty,

and when business conditions favored railroad

building he performed a number of very ex-

tensive contracts in that line.

Mr. Bick is the example of a boy who grows
up in the country, seeks opportunities beyond
the horizon of a farm, and by sheer force of

; will and energv' attains the notable success in

!
business and an influential place in the life

i of a large city.

j

He was born September 9, 1859, on a farm
I thirteen miles west of Toledo in Richfield

,
Township of Lucas County. His parents were

: Jacob and Mary (Bettinger) Bick. His
i father, a native of Germany, cam.e with
: friends to America when he was nine years of

age. He lived for a time at Tiffin and later at

Maumee, Ohio, and in early years worked at

day labor. He finally acquired eighty acres of

laud in Richfield Township of Lucas County,
and cleared it up, almost every acre of it. He
was one of the early settlers in that district of

the county, and lived there the balance of his

life. His death occurred in 1886 when sixty-

one years of age. In the meantime he had
prospered, acquired 240 acres of well devel-

oped land, had money besides, and always took

much interest in blooded stock, Of his nine

children six are still living.

This opportunity should not pass without
some further mention of the character of this

worthy old timer of Northwest Ohio. Jacab
Bick, Sr., could helj) himself, as the above ac-

count proves, but he also delighted in helping

others. He had the complete confidence of

his fellow citizens, was thoroughly well liked

in his community, had no enemies that any
one ever discovered, and his friends were
bound to him with hoops of steel. Many of

these friends are still living and delight to

recall his worthy characteristics. In national

politics he was a democrat. He was a liberal

contributor to educational advancement and
did all he could to bring new schools or im-

prove old ones in his section of the county.

He held the office of township trustee and
that of treasurer for several years.

The fourth in his father's family of chil-

dren, Jacob N. Bick spent his early life on a

farm, and his first instruction was given him
in a log sclioolhouse. which he attended about
three months every winter until he was four-

teen years of age. After that his time was
taken up with the duties of his father's farm.
In 1878, having arrived at the age of nineteen,

Mr. Bick came to Toledo. Realizing the need
of a better equipment as a preparation for a
business career he enrolled himself as a stu-

dent in the Toledo Business College. He re-

mained there three years, and worked to pay
for his board. At the age of twenty-two he
was clerk in a shoe store, and three years later

he bought out the store and conducted it him-
self for two years. He then formed a partner-
ship with N. P. Glann under the name of

Bick & Glann, and expanded his interests

from merchandising to general contracting.

The firm took contracts for the building of
stone roads, bridges, pavements and similar

work. In 1892 the partnership was dissolved,

and in 1893 Mr. Bick continued in business
for himself. From local construction work he
increased his facilities so as to handle eon-
tracts for railroad building and general rail-

road construction.

His first work in railroad building, in 1893,.
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was the construction of a road from Elkhart

to Mishawaka, Indiana, known as the St. Joe

Valley Railway. In 1894 IMr. Biek built the

Toledo & Mauinee Valley Railway from Toledo

to Mauniee by way of Perrysburg. It was the

first electric interurban road in Ohio. Since

that time as a railroad contractor he has built

the following roads : Miami Valley Traction

Railway; Toledo, Bowling Green Electric

Line; Toledo, Monroe Electric and ]\Ionroe

Piers ; Toledo Terminal Belt Railway ; Toledo,

Angola and Western; Indianapolis Northern,

from Peru to Indianapolis ; Indiana Northern

from Charleston to Mattoon, Illinois; the

Marion to Wabash electric line in Indiana ; the

Ottawa Beach Railway with extension to Point

Place ; the Lake Shore Electric from Fremont

to Sandusky; and the Kalamazoo and Grand
Rapids.

In 1898 Mr. Biek took the contract to build

up Bay View Park and reclaim forty acres of

marsh'land for the City of Toledo as prepara-

tion for the anticipated Ohio Centennial. In

the past two years as a result of the war and

general stagnation in business, very little cap-

ital has gone into the constructions of new
railroads, and Mr. Biek has largely confined

his service to the construction of sewer sys-

tems, stone roads, waterworks and similar

municipal enterprises.

Mr. Biek has occupied ofSce quarters in the

Nasby Building since 1896. For all his strict

attention to business Mr. Biek has not neg-

lected the calls on his time and attention

made by his home city and its various institu-

tions. He has contributed liberally to char-

itable causes, is now president of the North

Toledo Settlement and is a member of the

Toledo Club, the Commerce Club and the

National Union. In national politics he is a

democrat and from time to time has taken

much interest in local polities.

Mr. Biek owned one of the first automobiles

in Toledo and was the first owner of a ear to

put it into practical use. He is perhaps as

much of an enthusiast with his present high

power car as he was over the old one cylinder

which he urged about the city streets. He was

formerly interested in the Toledo ^klotor Car

Company. Among other business interests

he has extended his investments to stone prop-

erties and farm lands.

When the business of the day is done ]\Ir.

Biek habitually seeks the quiet and happiness

of his own fireside. His home is at 1050 Lin-

coln Avenue in Toledo. On May 10, 1886. he

married Miss Margaret Langenderfer, who

was one of a family of ten children bom to

Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Langenderfer of Spencer
Township. Lucas County. ]\Irs. Biek was edu-
cated in the district schools of Spencer Town-
ship, and is of German descent. To their mar-
riage was born one son, Arthur, in the fall of

1887. He died when fourteen months of age.

Ly.max Coxrad. In 1883 a young man
named Lyman Conrad, then practically un-
known and with no special credentials beyond
.$2.50 of cash money in his pocket, arrived in

Henry County. For a couple of years he did
faii'lj- well as a tenant farmer in Harrison
Township. His next venture was to lease some
land in Monroe Township, a mile west of

Malinta. That was his home and the scene

of his activities for fourteen years. He pros-

pered, began laying up some capital, and
more and more people came to recognize in

him a man of sterling ability and of that

kind of enterprise which succeeds in every
undertaking, and especially in the manage-
ment of a farm.

From these brief items it can be understood
that Lyman Conrad, who is now recognized

as one of the most successful and prosperous
men of Richfield Township, had to start life

at the bottom and has carved his destiny

largelj' out of his own energies and char-

acter. On leaving his place in Monroe Town-
.ship he bought eighty acres in Section 8 of

Richfield Township. He cleared that up from
the stumps and the woods. Selling it, he

bought forty aeres where his home now stands,

in Section 6 of the same township. Later

he bought eighty aeres and still later forty

acres in Section 7. These 160 acres com-

prise one body of land and constitute an ideal

farm, not only in appearance and improve-

ment, but in general productivity. Mr. Con-.i

rad has instituted a thorough system of drain-

age, having his laterals of drains four rods

apart all over his fields. The land is thor-

oughly fenced, and he has buildings to corre-

spond with his success as a farmer. His main

barn is 40 by 64 feet, with a granary 14 by
20 feet, and his home is an attractive veneered

cement block house of eight large rooms, and
with ground dimensions 32 by 36 feet. It is

covered with a slate roof. If there is any

farmer in Henry County who raises finer

crops of all the staple cereals than Mr. Con-

rad his name has escaped notice. Besides

his fine farm, I\Ir. Conrad is also director and
is president and was one of the organizers
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four years ago of the Fai-mers Grain and
Feed Company at Grelton.

^Ir. Conrad was born in Clear Creek Town-
ship of Fairfield ('(miity, Oliid. (>ri,ih,.i- '27,

1853. It is no (iispiirauminit nf In-, nwn
energy- and ability to say that he i-fpi'cscnts

some of the strongest and best stoek of pioneer

Fairfield County families. His people came
into Ohio from Pennsylvania and Maryland.
His grandparents were Heniy and Sarah
f "Walters) Conrad, both natives of Pennsyl-

vania, and brought to Ohio more than a cen-

tury ago theii' i-os|icctive pan-nts. Itotli tin-

Conrad and Walters families Icicatnl in Kaii'-

field County, in Clear Creek Townshii.. TIi.tc

they lived when the Indians were still numer-
ous, when the forests were filled with game,
nnd in order to get space for their limited

first crops they had to cut and burn away
some of the finest timber that Ohio ever grew.

Henry Conrad and wife gi'ew up in that com-
munity, were married there, and spent all

the rest of their lives on the farm where they

had begun housekeejiing. Henry Conrad dipd

at the age of ninety-two ,ind bis \\ifc at i it^lity-

five. They were artivc hhmiiIhts df the U'c-

formed Church. The church of that denuui-

ination was built on land given by Henry's
father. Henry Conrad and wife were very

thrifty people, and accumulated during their

lifetime an estate of 500 acres. They also

reared a large family, five sons and two daugh-
ters. Four of their sons showed their patriot-

ism by service in the I^nion army during the

Civil war. All the children grew up and
married.

The eldest of the family was Ezra Conrad,
who was born in Fairfield County about 1825.

As a young man he learned the trade of car-

penter and that was the source of his liveli-

hood during his active career. He was very
skillful. He eould cut, hew, frame all the

timbers into a house or barn, from the stand-

ing tree in the forest to the finished struc-

ture. He erected many of the substantial old

homes and liarns of Fairfield County. Ezra
Conrad married Nancy Fasnacht, who was
lioi-n in Fairfield County. Her father, Bar-
ney Fasnacht, was born in Maryland and was
five years of age when his parents emigrated
to Fairfield County. Ohio. His parents spent

the rest of their lives in Fairfield County,
r.v.d Barney grew up there and married Eva
Kesler. daughtrr of Jonathan Kesler. The
KesliTs caiiic frniii Pi'iuisylvania. All these

nanifs wliii'li lunc licen mentioned represent

some of the most substantial pioneer peoples

of Fairfield County. Every one of the fam-
ilies did their jiart as pioneers in clearing up
the wilderness and in developing homes from
log cabins to more substantial dwellings. Ezra
Conrad and wife spent practically all their

years in the county where the.v were born, and
they died in Amanda Township, Ezra in 1910
ancl his wife in Xovendier. I!t03. They now
lie side by side in the old Conrad Cemeter\',

which was started liy the great-grandfather of

Lyman Conrad in Fairfield County. The Con-
rads and most of the families with which they
\\cr>' iTlati>(l belonged to the Reform Church.
anil |inlilieall\ {lie men gave their support to

till' whig am! I'cpublican parties.

Lyman Cfinrad was the oldest son and the

fourth child among twelve children; six sons

and six daughters. Nine of these grew to adult

age, eight of them married, and only one of

those that married is now deceased.

In his native township and county Lymau
Conrad married Miss Mary E. Doner, who
was born there July 30, 1853, daughter of

Henrv and Marv A. (Lajie) Doner. The
[),,nrrs were also rarlv settlers in Fairfield

Cnmity. ei.niinu fmni r.Minsylvania. while the

Lapes were X'irgiuia people. All of them in

the different genei-ations were farmei's, and
long life was one of the characteristics of

these people. Henry Doner and wife lived to

be quite old and died in Fairfield County.
^Yhile Lyman C'onrad has much to be proud

of in the way of his material achievements,

there is even a greater source of satisfaction

when he contemplates the. fine family that

have grown up under his roof. The oldest

is Emanuel C, who was formerly a machinist,

and now lives with his family in Monroe
County, Michigan. He married Sylvia Reimond
and has one son, Cloyce. Alva, unmarried,

is a carpenter employed at Toledo. Oliver,

who married but has no children, is an auditor

in the offices of the Great Western Railway

Company at San Francisco, California. Chaun-
cey, who lives at the old home in Henry
County, married Audrey Spangler. Lester,

who- is married and has a son, James, is a die

sinker in the employ of the Dodge automobile

factory in Detroit, Michigan. Cora married

Jesse Spangler, who assists in running the

Conrad farm. Harvey, who lives in Rich-

field Township, inai-iied Cale Eaton and has

a daughter, Pauline. Ulanehe is still at home
and unmarried. The family are members of

the Methflilist Eiusedjial Church at Grelton,

while Mr. ('onrad is a republican and has

given pidilie service on the school board.
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Joseph Ziegler. Among the older firms in

the business district of the City of Toledo,

doubtless the best known as merchant tailors

is that of Joseph Ziegler & Sons, at 627 Madi-
son Avenue. Joseph Ziegler is a veteran

tailor, learned the business in the old country,

and has followed it in Toledo for fully forty

years.

He was bom in Alsace, now part of the

German Empire, February 12, 1849. He was
reared and educated there, served his appren-

ticeship in the thorough manner demanded of

apprentices in the old country, and as a young
man he was called upon for military service

and did his part in the Franco-Prussian war
of 1870-71.

It was not long after the close of that strug-

gle tliat he set out to make his fortune in the

New World, and arrived in America alone in

1872. His first location was in Dayton, Ohio,

but in a short time he removed to Lucas
County and took up his permanent residence

in the City of Toledo. His father followed

him to America, and in 1885 located on a farm
in Ohio, where he lived until his death about

fourteen years ago.

Joseph Ziegler was the oldest in a family

of six children. When he came to Toledo he

possessed the skill acquired by many j^ears of

work as an apprentice and journeyman, and
he also had the enterprise and busines.s ability

necessary to make him successful. He has

had shops in different parts of the city, but

for a number of years has had his store at

627 ]\Iadison Avenue. Some of the patrons

who came to him in his first years in Toledo
are still among his regular customers, and
his ability to render real service has gained

for him both friends and patrons in large

numbers.
Mr. Ziegler is a member of the Catholic

Church, is affiliated with the Knights of

Columbus and the Benevolent and Protective

Order of Elks, and in matters of politics is

independent. He was married in 1873. the

year after coming to Toledo, to Miss Mary
Sayrine. They are the parents of eight chil-

dren, and one of the sons is now actively

associated with his father in the business.

W. L. Vail is one of the prominent coal

merchants of Toledo, being general manager
of the Big Four Coal Company, a large whole-
sale and retail concern operating four yards
in Toledo with main offices at 1102 Cherry
Street.

Mr. Vail is a musician by profession, but

turned from that work to the coal business
about thirteen years ago. He was born at

Findlay, Ohio, September 6, 1870, a son of

C. P. and Elvira (Hughes) Vail. His father
was born in Ohio and the ancestors of the

Vail family originally came out of Germany.
C. P. Vail is still living in Toledo at the age
of seventy-three. He removed to that city

about ten years ago. He was a machinist by
trade, and continued to work until he retired

about 1914. He is a socialist in politics and
has taken considerable interest in the theoreti-

cal and practical side of socialism.

The only son of his parents, W. L. Vail
attended the public schools of Ohio, and early

manifested a talent and inclination for music.
He spent three years completing his musical
education at Boston, Massachusetts, and he
made music his chief pursuit and means of a

livelihood from the age of seventeen until he
was thirty-five.

]Mr. Vail then engaged in business as man-
ager of the East Toledo Coal Company, but
somewhat later he organized The Big Four
Coal Company and has been its general man-
ager from the start. Besides the large busi-

ness handled by the company in Toledo its

trade territory also includes much of the State
of Oliio, the State of Indiana and western
territory.

Mr. Vail is affiliated with Rubicon Lodge
of Masons, Fort Meigs Chapter, Royal Arch
Masons, Toledo Commandery, Knights Tem-
plar, Scottish Rite bodies, the Zenobia Temple
of the Mystic Shrine, the ilasonic Grotto, and
the Toledo Chapter of the Eastern Star. He
also belongs to the Toledo Mutual Protective

Association, is a director of the Exchange
Club, a member of the Toledo Commerce
Club. In politics he is a republican, and with-

out aspirations for ofSee has shown much in-

terest in the cause of good government. He
belongs to the Epworth Methodist Episcopal
Church.

Mr. Vail was married August 1, 1890, at

Findlay, Ohio, to Miss Cora B. Hull, daugh-
ter of iVIr. C. B. Hull of :\lount Gilead, Ohio.

Mr. and Mrs. Vail have one son. Earl C. Vail,

who was born April 30, 1892, was educated
in the Toledo public schools, and is now asso-

ciated with his father in business in The Big
Four Coal Company.

0. W. KiRCHENBAUER as a contractor and
builder has added many of the substantial

structures to the City of Toledo during the

last fifteen or twenty years. He is capable.

i
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reliable, expert in all departmeats of his

work, and has built up a splendidly efficient

organization for the handling of his contracts.

He was born January 19, 1875, at Monroe,
Michigan, a son of John and Christina

(Becker) Kirchenbauer. His father and
mother were both natives of Germany and
they came to America in 1873, accomj^auied
by their family of one son and two daughters.
Locating in Monroe, Michigan, John Kirchen-
bauer engaged in the business of gardening
and followed that for about forty years,

finally retiring from active work abqut six

years ago. He was successful in his special

line of business and also in his investment,

and was the owner of considerable valuable

property at Monroe. He still resides in

Toledo, is in his sixty-ninth year, enjoys un-
usual health and is a very popular citizen of

a family of six sons and two daughters, five

are living, Mr. 0. W. Kirchenbauer being tlie

fourth in age. His father is a member of the
Lutheran Church and is a very strong repub-
lican, having affiliated with that party as soon
as he acquired the rights of an American
voter.

0. W. Kirchenbauer left school at the age
of fourteen in order to learn the trade which
has been at the basis of his permanent busi-

ness. He came to Toledo, served a long and
thorough apprenticesliip at the carpenter's

ti'ade, and was a journej'man worker for sev-

eral years before he began contracting on his

own account. As a contractor he has put up
some of the fine residences and flat buildings
of the city, and a long list might be compiled
of the buildings which he has erected since he
entered the contracting field. For a number
of years he had his offices in the Ohio Build-
ing, but for the past five yeai-s his headquar-
ters have been in 1537 Nicholas Buildi)ig.

Like his father he is a stanch republican,
and is active in Masonry, being affiliated with
Sanford L. Collins Loclge, No. 396 Free and
Accepted Masons, Fort Meigs Chapter, Royal
Arch Masons, Toledo Council, Royal and
Select Masons, and Toledo Commandery,
No. 7, Knights Templar, Valley of Toledo
Consistory, thirty-second degree. Zenobia
Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of

the Mystic Shrine and 0-Ton-Ta-La Grotto,
No. 40. He is active in the Toledo Commerce
Club, and also the Toledo Building Exchange,
and now serving as vice president of that
organization.

In June, 1895, at Toledo Mr. Kirchenbauer
married Kate Blien. They have three chil-

dren: Bertha, William, and Emma. Bertha
is a graduate of the high school with the class

of 1912, and the other children are still at-

tending the public schools of Toledo.

Mark R. Alkxander, a resident of Toledo
for a number of years, is assistant secretary
of the Libbej'-Owens Sheet Glass Company
and is one of a group of men connected with
that industry who wield an important influ-

ence in the modern activities of this city.

Mr. Alexander is a native of England, born
June 21, 1880, the youngest of the nine chil-

dren of Alexander and Elizabeth (Briggs)
Alexander. Five of the children are still liv-

ing. His father, who was born in Scotland,
spent many years as an active manufacturer
in England, and is now living retired at the

age of seventy-six.

Mr. Alexander was well educated, at fii-st

in the private schools and then in the Liver-

pool Institute. On finishing his education he
came to America, landing at Montreal, and
for a time was in the mining fields of British
Columbia. He then located on a homestead
in the Province of Saskatchewan, remained
there three years, after which he took em-
ployment with one of the big ranchers of
Western Canada, Charles Miles, who owned a

ranch of 800 acres in Saskatchewan, and for
21/0 years Mr. Alexander was employed as

ranch manager on that large estate.

Leaving Western Canada, he came to the
United States, and locating at Detroit, Michi-
gan, was for a year clerk in the offices of the

Grand Trunk Railway. Coming to Toledo
he became connected with the Clover Leaf
Railway as accountant and traveling auditor
and filled that position six years. In 1913 he
entered the service of the Owens Bottle
Machine Company as accountant and cashier
and in 1916 was promoted to his present
place as assistant secretary of tha Libbey-
Owens Sheet Glass Company.

Mr. Alexander is a member of the Episco-
pal Church, is independent in polities, belongs
to the Toledo Commerce Club, and the Toledo
Museum of Art. On March 21, 1906. he mar-
ried Miss Rubena Miles, daughter of Charles
Miles, of Saskatchewan. They have one son.

Miles Alexander, born November 29. 1913.

Richard B. Soncrant, whose wide expe-
rience in business affairs covers merchandis-
ing at various points in Northwestern Ohio,
has been a resident of Toledo for a number
of years and is head of the Soncrant Realty
Company, with offices in the Spitzer Build-
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ing. This is one of the high class realty firms

of the city, and also handles insurance and
loans.

Mr. Sonerant was bom in Lucas County,
July 27, 1845, a son of John B. and Matilda
(Jlomeney) Sonerant. His father, who was
born in 1814, was one of the most interesting

pioneers of this section of the JMiddle West.
A native of Montreal, Canada, his paternal

ancestors having come from France, he moved
to the United States about eighty years ago,

locating in Monroe, Michigan. He spent
man\' summers on the lakes as a sailor and
the winters were spent in the woods in hunt-
ing and trapping. He had all the skill and
art of the French coureur de bois of an earlier

age, and he came to know every covert and
haunt of wild game both in Southern Michi-

gan and Northern Ohio. He lived for some
time in Ottawa County on a farm, cultivating

his fields in the summer and hunting in the

winters. He then moved to Toledo, where he
married, and afterwards followed his regular
pursuits, and continued hunting until 1860.

He then removed to Ottawa County, where he
owned a farm, and lived on it until 1895,
when he again returned to Lucas County and
took up his residence with Samuel E. Son-
erant, his son, living a retired life until his

death in 1901. He was a devout and sincere

Catholic and a democratic voter. His wife,
who was born in 1819, died in 1904. Her peo-
ple came from Scotland. They were the
parents of six children, four of whom are
now living.

Richard B. Sonerant, third in age. was
reared in Ottawa Count.y, attended the dis-

trict schools there, and at the age of seven-
teen left home and made one of the hands of
a sailing boat on the Great Lakes for thirteen
consecutive seasons. After sailing before the
mast for three seasons he was promoted to

first mate.
In 1871 Mr. Sonerant married Miss Hetta

Pierson. Seven children were born to their

union, and the four now living are : Ora M.

;

Elsie M. ; Eber R. ; and Vida M., now Mrs.
Fred Cranker.

After his marriage Mr. Sonerant lived in

Lucas Point, Lucas County, where for four
years he engaged in mei-ehandising. He con-
ducted a general store and then moved to

Trowbridge, where he opened a branch estab-
lishment, and finally moved the stock of both
stores to Clarksfield, in Huron County. He
continued in business there nine months and
then returned to Lucas Point, where he was

again a merchant for a year and a half. He
sold out his business and accepted the ap-
pointment of superintendent of the Ottawa
County Infirmary in 1885, and managed that
institution with unusual thoroughness and
efificiene.y until 1896. In that year he em-
barked in the hotel business in Ottawa
County, and continued that and other lines

of activity until he came to Toledo in 1901,
where he has siiice built up the large business
now known as the Sonerant Realty Company.

Jacob Hornung. In certain sections of

Northwest Ohio the first blows were struck
in the forest and the first improvements were
made by the sturdy people from the father-

land, constituting one of the early waves of
emigration from Germany. One of these

localities which has always retained many of
the charactei-istics imposed by the first set-

tlers is New Bavaria, in Pleasant Township
of Henry County. The village of New Bavaria
is in many respects a monument to the family
of Hornung. The village was laid out on
Hornung land, and it was the commercial
enterprise and foresight of that family which
gave the community much of its present pros-

perity.

The founder of the village was the father
of ilr. Jacob Hornung, who still resides in

New Bavaria and is a splendid specimen of

the early German-American citizens. He is

large and portly of physique, a man of broad
ideas, has led a straightforward life and is

one of the most highly respected and influ-

ential men of his county. Mr. Hornung owns
a large amount of improved property in and
around New Bavaria, and is now living retired

in a fine home in that village.

His parents were Charles and Catherine
(Desgranges) Hornung, the former a native

of Bavaria and born May 16, 1823, and the
latter a native of Prussia, bom June 25, 1825.

Charles Hornung was a son of Peter and
Johanna Hornung, and Catherine Desgranges
was a daughter of Christian and Catherine
Desgranges.

It is well known that the bulk of German
emigrants of the earlier time came to Amer-
ica during the late '40s. The Hornungs and
Desgranges families were still eai-lier. The
Hornung family came to the United States

in 1S37, spending fifty-four days on a sailing

vessel from Havre to New York. The.y came
directly west by such means of communica-
tion as were then in existence to Henry
County, Ohio, locating in Pleasant Township.
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The Desgranges family had arrived two years

earlier and had also acquired a tract of gov-

ernment laud in Pl.visauf Tnwiisliip. Peter
Iloruuug seiMircil liis i|uarti'r section in Sec-

tion 22. wliilc Christian I icsiii'auKfs located

eighty acres iu Section 26.

It would be difficult to picture adequately
to the modem mind the condition of the coun-

try when these families arrived. Though Ohio
had been a state of the Union for thirty-five

years, Henry County had been left almost
unsettled. The heavy woods stretched in

almost unbroken line from one side of the

county to the other. The river pursued its

way through dense timlier or stretches of

"impassable swamp. ;\Iany Indians still re-

mained, pitching their camps iu the woods or

on the banks of the river, and the earlier

highways had been broken out largely along
the old Indian trails. As the work and influ-

ence of the white settler had made little head-

way, the woods were filled with wild game
and wild animals of every description, and
the streams almunded in fish. These were in

fact the <ii'i'at nsources of the early settlers.

WitlKiUl this ahundance of wild meat many
of the pioneers could not have lived from the

meager crops which they raised from the soil.

Scarcely a tree had been cut in Plea.sant

Township when these two thrifty German
families arrived. There was no money in cir-

culation, and in order to pa.v taxes the men
and boys would set traps and go hunting for

the fur-bearing animals, selling tlie pelts for

enough currency to pay taxes and also to buy
such provisions as could be found in the mar-
kets of that time. Every phase of the early

pioneer story applies to the Hornung and
Desgranges families in Henry Count.v.

Their homes were along the Pleasant Ridge
road leading from the east to Defiance. That
road at the time was merely an Indian trail.

Neither family had oxen or horses for se^'-

eral years, and in order to get the corn or

wheat ground for making bread, some mem-
ber of tlie family would put a sack of grain
on his shoidder, walk the entire distance to

the nearest mill, which was two miles north

of Defiance and fourteen miles tVom tlie

homes of these families in Pleasant Tow nsliip.

It required two days to get a grist ground
and make the round trip. During the winter
the river would be crossed on the ice, while
in the summer the traveler was carried over
ill a canoe. The old miller was Brice Hilton.
"While there were plenty of Indians, they were
not dangerous and were merely an inconven-

ience to the early settlers because of their

well-known habits of idleness and love of

.strong drink. In return fur something to eat

or drink they were ah\a\s willing to do any-
thing they could Inr these (ierman pioneers.

Naturally social life hail many limitations.

"When there was a death in the community,
the funeral would be held in one of the log
cabin homes or in a log schoolhouse, and every
one in the entire community would attencl,

many of them driving in ox carts. In spite

of the liinitalieiis and privations theiv is no
dnuht that thes^^ ,,1,1 ,,i,,n,'ers ,.nj,,v,Ml as iiiu.'h

real haiq.iii.'ss as p,M,ple ill this iii,,(l,.rn age.

Peter Ilornung and his wife lived to

advanced years, saw their land cleared up
and developed, and their family of children
happy and prosperous about them. In the
early days of this section of Henry County
there were both Protestant and Catholic fam-
ilies. There was i:,i striet ilivisiou into sects,

but all went t,,uvtl:,'r ami Imilt a common or
union ehun-h. usually eoiisisting of a log cabin,

and it was a inimlier of years before separate
denoiiiinatidiis Avere organized. Finally the
Gorman Pr(if,'stants united in the German
Reform ('liunli. and this has been the strong-

est drimmination in that township ever since.

Charli's Ilornung and Catherine Desgranges
were both children when brought to Henry
County; they grew up in wilderness condi-
tions, and in July, 1844, were married. They
then settled on the old Hornung homestead,
where Charles Hornung cared for his par-
ents during the rest of their days. He was
the yon lie, st of the family, his older brother
Peter haviim Immmi killed' by a falling tree,

leaving a widow and a large family of chil-

dren. His only sister Margaret married
Henry Schall. member of a prominent Henry
County family, elsewhere referred to. Charles
Plornung succeeded to the old homestead farm,
and became a man of great influence and
prosperity. He died June 6. 1894, while his

widow survived him until 1006, when .she was
eighty-one years of age. Both were members
of the German Reformed Church, while
( 'liarh's Ilornung Avas independent in his polit-

ieal alliliatioiis. He early established himself
in liusiiiess as a merchant, and in 1844, the

year he married, became the first postmaster
of New Bavaria. He owned the eighty acres

on which New Bavaria was laid out, and his

own business a.s merehant was the primary
enterprise of that tnwii. II,' named the town
in honor of the fine old country from which
he had come. Among other interests Charles
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Hornuiig \vas foi- many years a manufacturer
of pearl ash, and made tons and tons of this

for the New York city market. He also manu-
factured lumber from the native timber, saw-

ing up the walnut and white ash logs in gi-eat

quantities, especially during the decade of the

'60s. He became an extensive land owner
and was for many years engaged in trading,

buying and selling property. Anything that

had to do with the progress of the eoinmunity

could rely upon him for his earnest and pulilie-

spirited support. For three terms he served

as county commissioner, was on the school

beard manj- years, was assessor of the town-

ship, for several terms was trustee, and for

years held the office of justice of the peace.

Charles and Catherine Hornung had the

following children: Christian, ilargaret,

Jacob, Catherine, John H., ilargaret, second

of the name, Peter and Charles. Seven of

them reached manhood and womanhood, and
all of them married except Charles. The old-

est of the family. Christian, who was born in

1845, has been twice married, was graduated
in 186S from Heidelberg College at Tiffin, and
for nearly half a century has been a professor

of mathematics. The sister Catherine is the

widow of Henry Thomas and has two daugh-

ter and a son.

ilr. Jacob Hornung was born on the old

homestead originally settled by his grand-

father on November 25, 1848. His education

came from such schools as were supported in

the community at the time. By the time he

was fourteen he was looking after the home
farm, and he was its manager until 1872,

when he bought and located on a farm of his

own. He also bore an active part in the

various affairs of his father, assisting in the

manufacture and sale of pearl ash, in the

mill and store, and from an early age has

been accustomed to handle varied and impor-

tant interests. In 1882 he established what

was his chief business and one of the most

important industries of the community. This

wns the stave mill at New Bavaria. At first

he was associated in the industiy with his

father and brother John. In 1887 he became
sole proprietor, but later took in his brother

as a partner, and after 1894 again acquired

the entire business. It was successfully eon-

ducted until 1913. During that time he manu-
factured millions of staves and also great

quantities of native lumber. Mr. Hornung
as a lumberman had the expertness due to

long and through training, and also the splen-

did foresight and judgment which have char-

acterized him in all his affairs. He bought
and scaled every tree that was worked up
in his mills, and as a timber estimator he had
no superior in this section of the country.

For the past three years Mr. Hornung has
lived retired. In Pleasant Township, on Octo-

ber 10, 1871, he married Miss Julia Saner.
Mrs. Hornung was bom June 21, 1851, and
they had a happy married life of over forty

years until her death on Januar.y 15, 1913.

She was reared and educated in Henry Coun-
ty, and was a daughter of Henry and i\Iin-

nie (Hoefrichter) Saner. Her parents were
natives of Germany, and after their marriage
came to America and were among the earliest

pioneers of Henry County. They developed
a farm from new land, and died when quite

old. They were among the organizers of the

German Reformed Church in Pleasant Town-
ship, and whether in making homes for them-
selves or their children, in supporting the

church, or in any other community- enterprise

were always to be depended upon as honest

and wholesome people. They were of Hesse-

Darmstadt and Baden ancestry.

IMr. Jacob Hornung has manifested many
of those public-spirited characteristics which
were so prominent in his father. He is now a

member of the County Board of Estimates,

is a former trustee of the township, an office

he tilled three terms, and has been a candi-

date for county commissioner, his defeat being

due to the fact that he is a member of the

minority party in Henry County, being a

republican.

Of his children, Charles, the oldest, now
looks after the old homestead of 133 acres in

Pleasant Township. He married Emma Jones,

and their children are Herman, Arthur and
Virgil. Rev. John Hornung was liberally edu-

cated, and for the past twelve years, since his

graduation, has been pastor of Grace Re-

formed Church in Toledo. He married Mar-
tha Van Home of Dayton, and their children

are Dorothy D. and Robert J. Andrew J.

is active manager of the Farmers Elevator

at New Bavaria. He married Gertrude Wolf,

and they have a son. Paul H. Albert H., who
is unmarried and lives at home with his

father, is an auctioneer. Ora C. received his

education in Heidelberg College at Tiffin and
the Oberlin Business College, is a practical

and progressive young farmer and is still at

home, unmarried. Ruth E., at home, com-

pleted her education in the Holgate High
School. Mr. Hornung also has a foster daugh-

ter, his niece. ^Margaret C. E., who has lived
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in the Horniing home since she was fourteen
months old and is also a graduate of the Hol-
gate High School.

Egbert L. Briggs, who spent many years

as a successful teacher, has found an even
larger field of influence in work as an insui--

ance man, and is now city manager at Toledo
for The Prudential Insurance Company of

America. His offices are in the Nicholas
Building.

ilr. Briggs came to Toledo from Michigan,
which is his native state. He was born De-
cember 27, 1855, at Macomb County, a son of

Jerub Briggs. His father, who was born in

New York State and died in 1894 had ten

children, five of whom are still living. He
was one of the early settlers of Macomb
County, Michigan, acquiring his land direct

from the Government and developing the

farm which he has occupied for many years.

He became one of the original republicans
and was long a member of the Congregational
Church.

Third in age in his father's family, Egbert
L. Briggs had his early opportunities in the

country district schools of ilichigan, and in

1874 he graduated from the high school at

Utica. He was a student in the University
of Michigan, and for twenty-five consecutive
years, excepting one, he taught school. The
one j-ear that broke his consecutive record he
spent in college as a student. His school

work was done in the villages and smaller cit-

ies of Michigan, and he was superintendent
of the schools at.Eaton Rapids, Grand Haven
and Coldwater.
On leaving the schoolroom he took up the

life insurance business, and as special agent
of The Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance
Company he was located at Grand Rapids for

two years. From there he removed to Detroit,

and became a member of the firm of Briggs &'

Seelye, managers of The Prudential Insur-

ance Company of America for Eastern Michi-
gan. In 1903 he was made manager of The
Prudential Company at Toledo, and did much
to add to the business of the company in this

district. Finally the work became a strain

upon his health, and in order that he might
be relieved of the necessities of agency or-

ganization he resigned as manager and
became city manager, the office he holds
today.

Mr. Briggs is a member of the Masonic
Order in the Lodge, Chapter, Council and
Commander^', and has been verv active in the

Congregational Church. He has served as a

deacon, as superintendent of Sunday School,
and was president of the Toledo and Lucas
County Sunday School Association four
years. On December 23, 1884, in Michigan
he married Mis,s Nellie Holmes. Their four
children were: Helen C, deceased; Harriet
A., a graduate of the University of Michigan;
Lucile, Mrs. Paul B. Crandell; and Dorothy,
who is still continuing her studies.

C. A. Langlotz, who is a specialist in the

printing business, with offices at 1438 Nicho-
las Building in Toledo, has spent the greater
part of the fifteen years since he left college

in work as a traveling salesman, and in that
time has covered nearly every state in the
West, having for a number of years had his

headquarters on the Pacific Coast.

Born in Philadelphia, Pennsj'lvania, Au-
gust 12, 1882, he is the older of two children of
Clifton A. Langlotz. His father was born in

New Jersey, spent the greater part of his

active life in Trenton of that state and died
in 1889.

.\fter attending the public schools of Tren-
ton, C. A. Langlotz entered the Case School
of Applied Science at Cleveland, Ohio, where
he was graduated in 1900. He soon after-

ward entered the employ of the American
Multigraph Company, and was a traveling
salesman in their service for eight years. His
territoi-y was on the Pacific Coast and he had
charge of four branch offices, located at Seat-
tle, Portland, Los Angeles and San Diego, the
main office being in San Francisco.

After leaving the ilultigraph Company he
returned to Cleveland, Ohio, was in business
there a short time, then for a year or so was
traveling representative of the Studebaker
automobile and in 1913 came to Toledo and
became identified with the Toledo Computing
Scales Company. After six months he took
charge of the printing department of thft

Owens Bottle Machine Company. After one
year, in November, 1915, he was given this

department as a separate business, under his

direct management and control, and he now
owns the plant and conducts the business un-
der his own name. He supplies all kinds of
high grade office and commercial printing,
the output being used almost exclusively by
the Owens Bottle Machine Company.

Jlr. Langlotz is a republican, a member of
the Toledo Commerce Club, and takes an
active interest in civic affairs. In 1908 at
Chicago, Illinois, he married ^liss Maud Cole-
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man, a daughter of CyMis C. and Nettie

(Arris) Coleman of that city. Mr. and Mrs.
Langlotz have one child, Carol.

FoRDYCE Belfoed, general referee in bank-
ruptcy at Toledo, is a lawyer of wide expe-

rience and high standing in Northwest Ohio,

and has been a member of the bar for a quar-
ter of a century.

His father was also a lawyer, Irvin Belford
by name, who for several years practiced his

profession at Caldwell, but in 1883 came to

Toledo where he continued in practice until

1891 when he was appointed clerk of the

United States Circuit Court for the Northern
District of Ohio. He filled that office until

his death in 1909. He was a native of Noble
County, Ohio.

Fordyce Belford, oldest of the three chil-

dren of his father, was born at Caldwell in

Noble County, Ohio, April 25, 1868. He was
well educated, attending the public schools

of Caldwell and Toledo, and afterwards en-

tered the law department of the University
of Michigan, where he was graduated bachelor
of laws with the class of 1891. Admitted to

the bar the same year, he began practice at

Toledo, and soon gained a liberal clientage as

a result of his diligent application and his

thorough master of legal principles. It was
in 1898 that he was appointed general referee

in bankruptcy, an office he has now held for
over eighteen years. He has jurisdiction over
eleven of the counties of Northwest Ohio.

Mr. Belford is affiliated with Lodge No.
144, Free and Accepted ]\Iasons at Toledo, is

a member of the Toledo Commerce Club, In-
verness Club and also of the University of
Michigan Club. His recreation he finds iii the
game of golf. Politically he is a stanch re-

publican. On June 28, 1904, he married Miss
Cecile Schneider.

Charles Franklin Sprague. A lawyer
whose position is one of assured prominence
and success in Northwest Ohio is Charles F.
Sprague of Lima. Mr. Sprague is a native of
this section of Ohio and has been in active
practice at Lima for the past sixteen years.
He was born at Wapakoneta in Auglaize

County, June 12, 1872. His parents were
Sidney and Amanda Caroline (Ritchie)
Sprague. They were quiet and substantial
farming people, the father a native of Ohio
and the mother of Virginia.

Charles Franklin Sprague had rural sur-
roundings as his environment during his boy-

hood, and refers gratefully to the fact that

he was brought up in the country' and on a

farm. After his public school training he
entered the Ohio State University at Colum-
bus, where he graduated Bachelor of Arts in

1896 and then continued until completing the

law course and gaining his degree Bachelor of

Laws in 1899. On being admitted to the bar
he located at Lima and has since given his

attention to a large and increasing general
practice.

Mr. Sprague is now secretary and attorney
of the Lima Home and Savings Association,

an institution that emplovs a capital of

$1,500,000. He is a member of the Allen
County and State Bar association and is a
Knight of Pythias.

He married ]\Iabel Elizabeth "Walters of

Columbus, Ohio, daughter of George and
Catherine Walters. Her father is a contrac-

tor. To their marriage have been born three

children : Charles Walter, Lenore Amanda
and Dorothy May.

The Lima Home and Savings Association,
which was organized in October, 1887, has had
an unusually long career. It has always
maintained the high standards of service

which such associations are fundamentally
supposed to furnish, and it is gratifying that

the association has not only been able to carry

out its essential purpose in providing funds
for the building of homes, but has also en-

joyed great financial prosperity at the same
time.

The association had for its object the re-

ceiving of money from its members as well as

depositors who are not members for the pur-

pose of loaning it out to those desirous of

building homes or making improvements on
homes. At the close of business June 30,

1915, the assets of the association were
$1,369,486.71. Its rate of increase in assets

during the last twelve years has been almost

$85,000 annually.

The first officei-s of the a.ssociation were:
President, Ira P. Carnes ; vice president, E. J.

ilcGuire ; secretary, M. J. Sanford ; treasurer,

L. H. Kibby ; attorney, ]M. A. Hoagland.
The first office was located in the Harper

Block, and about a year later was removed to

the second floor of the old postoffiee building

at the corner of High and Main streets. In
j

the year 1902 the offices were removed to the
|

west side of the Masonic Building, and
|

Charles F. Sprague became its secretary.

Here the offices remained until November,
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1906, at which time tliey were removed to

their present quarters in the Masonic Build-

ing at the southwest corner of Elizabeth and
High streets.

On the death of W. K. Boone, in 1913,

C. H. Cory became its president and Joseph
Potter its vice president, with Mr. Sprague
still in office as secretary. In addition to the

officers just named the present directors ai'e

H. W. Pears, R. W. Parmenter, R. T. Gregg
and J. E. Morris.

George Kicker. The claim of George
Ricker upon the good will and consideration

of his fellow citizens in Henry County is

based upon many years of etfective work as

an agi-iculturist, upon his record as a self-

made man and upon his activity in promoting
tlie welfare of his community. A life of

industry and thrift has resulted in the accu-

mulation of some of the finest farms and
farming lands to be found anywhere in Henry
County. Many interests engage his attention,

and he is also one of tlie bankers of Holgate,

and mucli of his substantial l)usiness as a

fanner is now carried on by his sturdy sons.

Tiie fine farm he now owns and occupies

is on rural route No. 2 out of Holgate and was
the place of his birth on July 15, 1858. About
a year before his birth his people liad located

in Henry County. The Rickers arrived here

in November, 1857, having come three years

previously from Germany. George was the

youngest child of his parents. It would be

difficult to draw an adequate picture which
could lie appreciated by the present geiier.T-

tion of Henry County as it cxisicd when
George Ricker was born. Pleasant Tiiwiiship

had no roads. There were trails tlii'(iiii:h the

woods and over the swamps, and the stiiiily

]noneers had only made partial rleai'ings here

and there and had planted their tirst crops.

The nearest neighbor to the Ricker home lived

three or four miles away. The site of the

village of Holgate was then an undistin-

guished spot in the general wildci-ness con-

dition. The Ricker farm was within a mile

of where the village now stands, being sit-

uated in Section 11 of Pleasant Township.
When the Baltimore & Ohio Railway was built

through Henry County George Ricker was old

enough to haul and fell some of the first ties

tliat were laid on the right of way. He also

hauled the timber from which the first build-

ing was erected on the site of Holgate. His
sei'vices were also commissioned to haul the

*^rst stock of groceries and merchandise that

were sold at Holgate. He hauled these goods
froin Napoleon. All this ooaurred several

vears aftei' the rinse of file T'ivil war. George
Rickci- lH,u-lit iind sold ties nnd delivered them
to the e,.nti-;iei,irs who weiv liuilding the rail-

Way tliruiiyii llulgute tlial is now piirt of the
Clover Leaf system. That road when first

constructed was a narrow gauge line, but some
years later its gauge was standardized.

From infancy to mature age George Ricker
has lived on the beautiful farm that he now
owns. Part of tliis farm was eighty acres

wliicli his father Peter and liis uncle George
had bought directly from tlie state. They
jDaid .'(ilOO for the eighty acres. Each erected

a log cabin, and they lived there with the

environment of pioneers. Peter Ricker bought
a second eighty acres for his son Peter, Jr.,

and paid s1i600 for it. He afterwards bought
an eighty acres for his son George, and the

purchase price of that was $1,300. All of it

was exceedingly choice land, and there is prob-

ably not an acre of the entire tract which
is worth less than $100. With what his father

gave him George Ricker has emulated the

example of the wise steward, who took his

talent and increased it manyfold. He has

bought land from time to time until his owner-
ship now covers 400 acres. Nearly all of it

is under cultivation, and it is divided as five

distinct farms, each with its separate group
of improvements and buildings. Thus there

are half a dozen houses and substantial banis
that retieet the thrifty ownership and enter-

pi'ise of Mr. George Ricker. For many years

tliis land has grown some of the tiiiest crops

of corn, wlieat and oats ;iiid sueh ntliei- ei-ops

as beets, grass and clover Ikinc also been a

material asset to the Ricker agricultural pros-

perity.

Mr. Ricker 's father, Peter Ricker, was a

carpenter by trade, having learned that occu-

pation in Germany. After coming to Amer-
ica he was so poor that he had to secure a

loan in order to buy the lumber to make the

doors for his log caliin. He also walked about

the country thr^^e days trying to borrow $10
from his neiehlinrs in order to meet a few
pressiiie lull- and to defray the expenses of

an experted \ isit from the stork. For all

that he could find no one who was willing or

able to help him. These items are mentioned
because Peter Ricker possessed the energ>' and
determination which never failed to raise a

man above the level of poverty, and as a mat-

ter of fact long before his death he was noted
as one of the wealthy men of Henry County.
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He had neither ox nor horse to assist him in

the heavy labor of transforming a wilderness

into a farm, and his first home was in the

swamp. The first winter iu Henry County
was spent iu a log cabin that had no chinking

between the logs, and the only source of heat

was an old stove.

:\Ir. George Ricker cherishes as some of his

most prized possessions two articles which

belonged to his father and had special asso-

ciations with the pioneer history of the family

here. One of them is an old tool chest. His

father brought the chest from Germany to

this country, and besides the tools they stored

the food which provisioned the family dui-ing

its voyage across the ocean. The other article

is one of the old-fashioned locks, whose bolt

was turned by a key fully si.\ inches long.

This lock was put on the In? ciiliin door of

the Ricker family when they .•nine {<> Henry
County. Some dates found on the old tool

chest indicate that the Ricker family started

from Germany and landed in America in the

year 1854.

The old log cabin home was supplemented

by a frame house in 1870, and in 1903 Mr.

George Ricker set that aside and replaced

it with his splendid and commodious two-

story, nine-room farm house. This house has

a basement throughout, and in its conveniences

and furnishings makes an ideal home whether

for the country or for the city.

Peter Ricker, father of George Ricker, was

born in Prussia, Germany, May 24, 1812. He
died ]\Iay 21, 1895. His wife was also named
Ricker, but they were not related. Her Chris-

tian names were Anna Maria, and she was

born in Prussia in March, 1819, and died

November 13, 1895, about six months after

her husband. Both passed away in the old

frame house in which they had lived for

twenty-five years. They had been married

more "than fifty years. Both were of Evan-

gelical German families.

Peter Ricker and his family and his brother

George and his family came together to the

United States. They spent sixty days on the

ocean between Bremen and New York City,

and after coming to Ohio lived for several

years in Seneca County before they moved to

Henry County. Peter Ricker brought with

him from Germany the following children:

Peter. Kate, Elizabeth and Mary. Peter, Jr.,

nas for many years lived as a retired farmer

at Holgate. and is married, but has no chil-

dren. Elizabeth, now seventy-three years of

age, resides with his niece and is the widow

of George Stevens, who was a soldier in the
Civil war and was wounded during his serv-
ice. Catherine died at the age of twenty-two,
and she was engaged to be married at the
time. Mary is the wife of Christian ilemmer,
and they are the parents of eleven children
and reside in Defiance County, Ohio. Car-
oline is a daughter who was born in Seneca
County, Ohio, and married Gottlieb Ober-
miller, and both are now deceased, two daugh-
ters surviving them.

Mr. George Ricker was first married in

Williams County, Ohio, to Mi.ss Elizabeth
Myers. She was born in this countn- of Ger-
man parents. To their union were born four
children : Edward, who lives on one of his

father's farms, married Alma Wolf and has
children named Donald, Vivian and Mar-
garet. Anna is the wife of Jacob Bower, and
they also live on one of Mr. Ricker's fine

farms, and have a son, Robert. Carl is active

manager of the old Ricker homestead and
married Margaret Engel. Clara is the wife
of Nelson Wakeman, a machinist living at

Ann Arbor, ^Michigan, and they have a daugh-
ter named Elizalieth.

For his second wife Mr. Ricker married, in

Henry County, and in Flat Rock Township,
Mrs. Barbara Rettig, widow of Peter Rettig.

Peter Rettig, who died at the age of forty-

one, was a brother of ]\Iiehael Rettig, elsewhere

referred to in this publication. Peter Rettig

left one son, Arnold, who now lives in Detroit,

iliehigan, and has three children named Rus-
sell. Virginia M. and Georgia.

Mrs. Ricker, whose maiden name was Bar-

bara Huber, was born in Flat Rock Township,
Henry Coiinty, October 11, 1858, a daughter
of Charles and Catherine (Schmidt) Huber.
Her parents were both natives of Bavaria,

Germany. Her paternal grandfather, Carl

Huber, lost his wife in Germany, and some
years later came to America. He was a noted

character in Henry County, especially on ac-

count of his remarkable strength. He was
one of the famous rail splitters of the early

days and probably no one, regardless of age,

could excel him in ability as a rail maker.

He cut up thousands of "the rails that were

used in fencing many of the farms in Heni-y

County in the early days. Though Lucifer

matches had long been in use, this old Ger-

man always used the flint and punk to light

his old-fa.shioned German pipe. For all the

hard work he did and the strenuous exertion

be put forth as an early pioneer of Henry
County, he attained the remarkable age of
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ninety-four years aud died at the home of

his son, Charles Huber, the father of Mrs.
Rieker. Charles Huber came to the United
States and located in Crawford County, Ohio,

at the age of twenty-five. He was born in

1823. He married in Crawford County aud
liis wife had come to the United States when
thirteen years of age. While they lived in

Crawford County three children were born
to Mr. and Mrs. Huber. They then came to

Flat Rock Township of Henry County, where
Charles Huber died in 1900, and his widow in

1!>12 at the age of cidily-tbree. They were
members of the Ixdm- 1 Chui'ch. Mrs.
Rieker was one of si.Mi'cii rhildren, and of this

large number thirteen grew to manhood and
womanhood, twelve married, and eleven are

still living.

Mr. aud ilrs. George Rieker by their mar-
riage have one daughter, Rachel Marie, who
was born October G, 1904. and is now in the-

seventh grade of tin- public- sc-biidls. The
older members of this family lichmtrrd to the

Reformed Chureli, but the .•bildrcii arc mem-
bers of tfie Presl.ytrriaii d.-iKmiinal mii. Mr.
Rieker is a i-cinililicaii in polilirs. and through-

out his rarcer in lienry Cnunty has manifested

a great interest in such improvements as good
roads, good schools and everything that will

promote the welfare of the community. For
many years he served as an elder of his home
church. He was one of the organizers of the

Holgate Commercial Bank, and since organ-

ization has been president of that substantial

institution.

James Joseph Weadock. In the twenty
years since he was admitted to the bar. James
J. Weadock has gained an enviable position as

a lawyer at Lima. Ohio, and recently retired

with great credit from the office of prosecut-

ing attorney of Allen County. During the

years of the present century his name has

been associatecl with many of the movements
undertaken in Lima as a progressive commer-
cial and municipal center, and he is one of

the truly representative lawyers of North-
western Ohio.

His birth occurred in Lima, September 4,

1873. His parents were Dr. Thomas M. and
Catherine A. (Gormley) Weadock. His
father, who was born in Canada, came to

Lima in 1871, and spent a long and active

career as a physician.

James Joseph Weadock received his early

education in the parochial schools of St. Rose
Church at Lima, also attended the public

schools in that city, and in 1894 graduated
from Assumption College, at Sandwich, Onta-
rio, Canada. He took his law course in the
law department of the University of Michi-
gan, where he graduated Bachelor of Laws in

1896, and was soon afterwards admitted to
the bar. Since then he has been an active
member of the Allen County bar and is a
member of the County Bar Association and
the State Bar Association. In 1900 he became
associated with Isaac S. Motter and W. L.
Mackenzie, and in 1907, at the death of Mr.
blotter, he ajid Mr. Mackenzie continued in
the practice of law under the firm name of
ilaekenzie & Weadock. The firm is one of
the strongest combinations of legal talent in
Allen County.

Mr. Weadock 's able service as prosecuting
attorney of Allen County, to which office he
was elected in November, 1910, on the demo-
cratic ticket was rendered from 1911 to 1915.
He is an active member of the Catholic
Church and is now^ choir director in St.

Rose's Church. He is affiliated with the
Knights (if ('(ilnmbus, the Ancient Order of
Hibernians, tlic Catholic Knights of Ohio, the
Beuevdlcnt and Protective Order of Elks, and
the Modern Woodmen of America.
On June 24, 1903, he married' Miss Mary A.

Cunningham of Lima. Two children have
been born : James J., Jr., and Mary
Leonards.

John 'Connoe was founder of one of the
best known families of Lima, and not only
for that but also for his individual business
career is entitled to the distinction of a per-
manent record in this publication.
He was born November 27, 1835, in Abbey-

feale, Limerick, Ireland, a sou of Patrick aiid

Margaret (McCoy) O'Connor. He acquired
his education in Ireland and in 1847 emi-
grated to America and wa.s first known at

Lima as a capable mechanic employed in the
shops of the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton
Railway, in which he was foreman for a num-
ber of years.

In 1865 John O'Connor engaged in the in-

surance business and established a general
agency, which in time was developed as one
of the largest in Northwest Ohio. Subge-
ciuently he took in his sons as partners and
the firm was knowTi as John O'Connor Sons
Company, and after John O'Connor's death
in 1900 the firm became O'Connor Brothers
Company. The business is now carried on by
a grandson, Francis P. O'Connor, and Mrs.
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Anna O'Connor, widow of the late Daniel

O'Connor.
John O'Connor served in the Lima city

council fourteen years and for two terms was
president of the council, and always took an
interest in public enterprises. He was a

democrat, a charter member of the Lima Club,

and a communicant of St. Rose Catholic

Church.
At Lima on May 29, 1858, he married Sarah

O'Connell, who was born in Allen County,

south of Lima, May 6, 1838. They became
the parents of a large family of children

whose names were John S., of whom mention

is made elsewhere in this work, Mrs. T. A.

Collins, Patrick, Daniel F., Mary A.,' Sarah,

Hannah, Rev. Joseph A. O'Connor, a beloved

priest who died only a few years ago in Lima

;

James E., Elizabeth, Bernard E., Mrs. George
Eekert and ilrs. Thomas W. Dillon.

Daniel F. O'Connor, one of the sons of

John O'Connor in the course of his lifetime

of fifty years acquired a firm and substantial

place in the business, civic and social affairs

of Lima.
He was born August 14, 1865, and died

November 23, 1915. He received his educa-

tion in the local parochial schools and later

attended Assumption College at Sandwich,
Ontario, and Notre Dame University at South
Bend, Indiana. Early in his career he be-

came associated with his father and brother,

John S., in the insurance business, and after

the death of John S. O'Connor Daniel pur-

chased his interest and continued the business.

Daniel O'Connor possessed all those qualities

which make for a successful man. He was gen-

ial, progi-essive and popular both in business

and social affairs. For many years he was an
active member of the Knights of Columbus,
belonged to the Lima Lodge of Elks, the Lima
Club and the Knights of St. John, and was an
influential member of St. Rose's Catholic

Church. He also served as a director of the

Chamber of Commerce, and among other busi-

ness interests had connection with some oil

development in other states.

Daniel F. O'Connor married Miss Anna
Welsh. Mrs. O'Connor survives and is the

mother of a number of children namely:
Francis P., Sister Rosella, a Sister of Charity
at Glendale, Cincinnati, Helen, Irene, Cecelia,

Pauline, Joseph, Catherine, John S., Rose
Ellen and Daniel F.. Jr. The family reside

in the fine old residence at the corner of

Wayne and Washington streets in Lima.
Francis Patrick O'Connor, who had been

the active manager in his father's stead for a

number of months, before the latter 's death,

was born at Lima, September 18, 1892. He
received his early education in the St. Rose
Parochial School and in June, 1910, entered
his father's office and has become a well ex-

perienced and capable business man and is

well qualified to carry on the business estab-

lished by his grandfather and conducted for

so many years by his father. Francis P.

O'Connor is affiliated with the Knights of

Columbus and with the Benevolent and Pro-
tective Order of Elks.

Melvin C. Light. Depending largely

upon his own exertions, Melvin C. Light came
to Lima in 1907, educated himself for the law,

and after several years of experience in pri-

vate practice was i-ecently elected to the office

of city solicitor, which he is now filling with
utmost competence and ability.

He was born in the Lightsville community
of Darke County, Ohio, June 13, 1887, a soil

of T. J. and May C. (Akerman) Light. His
father was at one time a merchant and also

a manufacturer. Melvin C. Light acquired
his early education in tlie public schools of

Union Cit.y, Indiana, which is just across the

state line and not for from liis birthplace. He
finished the high school course there. After
coming to Lima he attended the Lima Busi-

ness College, and in 1911 was graduated
LL. B. from the law department of the

Ohio State LTniversity. Since then he has
been in active practice and is one of the well

known younger members of the Allen County
Bar Association. He was elected city solicitor

of Lima in 1915, and took up his duties in

that office in January, 1916. He is first

lieutenant of Company C, Second Ohio In-

fantry, and has seen active Mexican border
service since June 19, 1916.

Mr. Light is a member of the Wayfarers'
Club, the Knights of Pythias, the Loyal Or-

der of Moose and the Benevolent and Pro-

tective Order of Elks. On September 11,

1912, he married IMiss Cleo O'Hara of Lima.

Thev have one son. Richard C, born Janu-
ary "17, 1914.

Thomas R. H.vmiltox. He whose name
initiates this review is a native of the Buckeye
State, a scion of sterling pioneer stock in this

favored commonwealth of the tfnion, and is

distinctively entitled to designation as one of

the representative members of the bar of

Northwest Ohio. He has been engaged in the



HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO 1669

practice of his profession at Lima, the judi-

cial center of Allen County, since 1894 and
controls a large and important law business,

in connection with which his success has been
based upon technical ability as an advocate
and counselor, close and loyal application and
unequivocal personal popularity. Mr. Hamil-
ton is retained as attorney for a number of

representative corporations in Allen County,
including the Harrod State Bank, besides

which he is sei-ving as solicitor for the Vil-

lage of Harrod. He has appeared in connec-
tion with many important litigations in the

various courts of this section of the state

within the past score of years and has ever
shown his deep appreciation of the dignity
and responsibility of his exacting profession,

of whose unwritten code of ethics he is a
punctilious observer.

Thomas Roy Hamilton was born in Orange
Township, Hancock County, Ohio, on the 26th
of February, 1867, and is a .son of Jonathan
and Sarah Ann (Anderson) Hamilton, both
of whom were likewise born and reared in

Ohio, where they passed their entire lives and
where the major part of the active career of

the father was one of close and effective iden-

tification with the great basic industry of

agriculture. He was one of the patriotic sons
of the Buckeye State who gave loyal and
valiant service as a soldier of the Union dui*-

ing the climacteric period of the Civil war.
In August, 1862, he enlisted as a private in

the Ninety-ninth Ohio Volunteer Infantry,
and he continued in active service until the

close of the war, living up to the full tension

of the great conflict and participating in

many engagements, including a number of the

important battles. Eventually his regiment,
or the remnant thereof, became a part of the

Fiftieth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and with
this command he continued in service until

he was mustered out, in July, 1865, after hav-
ing participated in the Grand Review of the

victorious troops in the City of Washington.
Thomas R. Hamilton was reared to adult

age in his native county, and after duly avail-

ing himself of the advantages of the public
schools of the locality and period he entered
the Northwestern Ohio Normal School, at

Ada, Hardin County, an institution now
known as the Ohio Northern University, and
in the same he prosecuted not only studies of
academic and scientific order but also com-
pleted the curriculum of the law department.
in which he was graduated as a member of

the class of 1894 and from which he received

the degree of bachelor of laws. He was ad-

mitted to the bar of his native state on the

4th of October, 1894. Virtually all of his

collegiate expenses was defrayed through the

returns from his effective service as a repre-
sentative of the pedagogic profession. Dur-
ing intervals of each year from 1887 to 1894
Mr. Hamilton was engaged in teaching in the
public schools of Allen County, four yeai-s

having been devoted to services in the dis-

trict schools and the remaining thi-ee having
found him the successful and valued incum-
bent of the position of superintendent of the

village schools of Beaver Dam, this county.
While a student in the normal school at Ada
Mr. Hamilton was a classmate and intimate
friend of the present chief executive of the

State of Ohio, Governor Willis, and they were
associated in a speciality close way in their

work in chemistry, their loyal friendship hav-
ing continued during the intervening quarter
of a century.

From the time of his admission to the bar
Mr. Hamilton has been engaged in the gen-
eral practice of his profession in the City of

Lima, where he has proved himself also a

loyal and public-spirited citizen who main-
tains deep interest in all that touches the so-

cial, moral, educational and material welfare
of the community. He and his wife are zeal-

ous members of the Church of Christ at Lima,
and he is a member of its official board, be-

sides which he is teacher of the men's class,

comprising 100 members, in the Sunday-
school. He is president of the Central Broth-
erhood organization in his home city, where
he is affiliated also with the Sons of Veterans,
the Knights of 'Pythias, th(> Modern Woodmen
of America, and the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows, in which he is past noble grand.
At Lima ]\Ir. Hamilton owns his attractive

residence property and other real estate, and
at Edgewater Park, at what is commonly
known as "The Reservoir," in Mercer
County, his resort property comprises thirty
acres, well improved with cottages, this at-

tractive resort being the summer home of
himself and his family. The political al-

legiance of Mr. Hamilton is given to the
republican party and he is an effective advo-
cate of its principles and policies, though he
has manifested no desire for political office.

On the 14th of August, 1895, was solemn-
ized the marriage of Mr. Hamilton to Miss
Leta McBride, who was born in Allen County
where she was reared and educated. She died
January 8, 1916. She was a daughter of
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William and Lillie (Gates) McBride, who
maintain tlieir home M Beaver Dam, Allen

Count}', where ilr. McBride is a successful

manufacturer. Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton had

two children, Ruth Ardella and Helen ]\Iay,

the former of whom is a graduate of the

Lima High School and the latter of whom is

still attending the public schools of this city.

Mr. Hamilton is a member of the Central

Church of Christ, of which Mrs. Hamilton

was also a member, and she was active in

church work.

Orman p. Kephart, who is now living re-

tired from his active business as a farmer at

Spencerville, represents one of the old and
honored names of Allen County. It is note-

worthy that the Kephart farm was first en-

tered "from the Government during the admin-
istration of President John Quincy Adams,
more than ninety years ago.

Orman P. Kephart was born in Allen

County, May 12, 1857, a son of Orman, Sr.,

and Amanda Ann (Hays) Kephart. The
father was one of three children, Peter, Susan
and Orman, and all of them spent most of

their lives in Allen County. The original

stock of the Kephart family came from
Germany.

Mr. Kephart himself has made his success

in farming pursuits and while a resident of

Amanda Township took much part in local

affairs, serving as treasurer. He is a member
of the Amanda Baptist Church, being deacon
and treasurer of that organization, and affil-

iates with the Knights of Pj'thias.

On November 18. 1880, Mr. Kephart mar-
ried Miss Minnie il. Bailey, a native of Allen

County and a daughter of the late John Noble
Bailey, one of Allen Count.v's most distin-

guished citizens, reference to whose life and
activities will be found on other pages. Mrs.
Kephart received a public school education,

and both at home and in her community has
made her influence count for good in many
ways. She is the jnother of six children.

Ross C. is a prospering young farmer and
married Minnie R. Carr. Hazel Louella is

the wife of Sherman Ely, now sheriff of

Allen Countv and residing at Lima. Ivy
Forest lives at home. John Bailey is a popu-
lar young school teacher at Spencerville and
married Heloise Rider. The two younger
children, both at home, are Cecil Lillian and
Mary Marjorie.

Joseph Oppenheim gave the world a new
idea, created a new industry, and began the

manufacture of a machine that lightened the
burdens and increased the efficiency of agri-

cultural operatives and before the idea and
the business had reached the full fruition of

his hopes and plans he was himself called away
by death. His family have continued what he

started, and today one of the largest industries

of Northwest Ohio is owned and administered

hy the Oppenheim family.

A native of Germany, born at Kirehhunden,
Westphalia, ilarch IS, 1859, Joseph Oppen-
heim came to the L'nited States at the age of

nineteen in 1878. He was a son of Bernard
and Wilhelmina (Berg) Oppenheim. His
parents were merchants and land owners in

Westphalia in the District of Kirehhunden.
Joseph Oppenheim was one of eight children,

five sons and three daughters.

His keen intellect and natural abilities were
subjected to the refining process of a liberal

education. He attended the gjmmasium at

Brilon, Germany, the univei-sity at Bonn,
Germany, and the university at Innsbruck,

Austria. On coming to the United States in

1878 he first located in Wisconsin and for

three years continued his studies at St. Francis

College in St. Francis that state. He became
a teacher, and that vocation he followed until

the last two years of his life. He taught

school at various places, including Glandorf,

and Freyburg, Ohio, New Albany, Indiana,

Grand Rapids, ^Michigan, and Maria Stein,

Ohio. Altogether he was a teacher for sixteen

years.

While teaching he had opportunity at dif-

ferent times to follow his inclinations to ex-

periment with various mechanical devices;

and his inventive genius finally perfected a

manure spreader with a "widespread" fea-

ture. He took out the first patents on a

machine of this type, and in 1899 engaged
in manufacturing, founding the New Idea

Spreader Company at Maria Stein, Ohio. This

business which he founded has subsequently

been developed as one of the most successful

industries in Ohio. It is much to be regretted

that Joseph Oppenheim did not live to see its

remarkable growth and success.

His death occurred at Maria Stein, Ohio,

November 24, 1901, after an illnes.s of six

weeks of typhoid malaria. The entire family

was afflicted with the same malady and the

worry and strain of nursing them had over-

taxed his system.

On other pages appears a brief article de-

scribing the New Idea Spreader Company.
Joseph Oppenheim had more than a single
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talent. He was an accomplished musician,

liad specialized in piano and pipe oi-gan. He
was also a remarkable scholar, was conversant
with four languages, and had read much of

the literature of the world and was an ex-

cellent s]>eaki'r. His broad experience as an
educntor had .uiwii him a mass ,,f well <liuvstc.l

informalioii on sdiocil c liti.ms in lliis

counlry and ala'oad, and he was I're'iUL'Utly

heard with pleasure and profit at teachers'

meetings and teachers institutes. In his spare

time he indulged his fancy as a photographer
and was an expert in that line. He did much
jinrtrait work and enlargings. In religion he

was a Catholic.

Josepli Oppenheim was married at Glandorf,

Ohio, August 29, 1883, to Miss Anna Mary
EUerbrock, daughter of Bernard and Mary
(Schnipke) EUerbrock. She was born in

Putnam County, Ohio, and her father and
mother lived on a farm in that county and
frr some years also operated a tile yard.

The EUerbrock Farm was two miles west of

Glandorf in Ci'oensburg Township.
Joseph Ojipcnlifim was survived liy six chil-

dren, all iif wlnim ,ir>' now partners in the

New Idea Si)rcadrr Company, and this im-

mense business is entirely a ramily affair so

far as the stockholding intcn-sis arc I'oncerned.

The children are : Bernard C, mentioned
elsewhere; Joseph A. Oppenheim, who mar-
ried Anna McCoy of Celina, Ohio; Theodore
and Justin Oppenheim; Wilhelmina, wife of

Henry Synck of Coldwater. Ohio; Cecilia Sell-

horst, wife of Bernard Sellhorst of Coldwater.

Bernard C. Oppenheim is a son of the late

Joseph Oppenheim, inventor and founder of

the New Idea Spreader Company of Cold-

water, Ohio. Bernard C. was fifteen years of

age when his father died and soon afterward

assumed part of the business responsibilities

of managing and developing the plant which
his father had left with its substantial success

not yet assured.

He was born at Freyburg, Ohio, December
27, 1886, and his early education was acquired

by attending the public school at Maria Stein

and also through private studies under the

guidance of his father. He was thirteen years

of age when his father first put to practical

test the ideas he had developed in his inven-

tion of a manure spreader. At that time

Bernard C. began working in his father's fac-

tory, and helped in whatever he could do in

day time and performed office duties in the

evening. Two years later his father died.

and thus at the age of fifteen he was left in

charge of the sales promotion and financial

end of the New Idea Spreader Company. At
thai time I he cnmpany had less than .$25,000

behind it. and dispitc the excellence of the
iiiveni ion the business was hardly yet a "going
I'onrcni." Young Oppenheim gave every
liouf of tiie day to hard labor in the plant,

and for several years continued office work

In l!H)s be bad carried the business forward
so thai it .justified establishing a new plant

at Coldwater, Ohio. Mr. Oppenheim man-
aged this )ilant, had charge of purchasing
nuiterial needed there, and was in complete
charge of the sales and financial department
of the company organization. In 1912 the

Maria Stein original plant was cnnsolidated

with the Coldwater plant, at whieh lime Miv

Bernard Opjienheim gave up his i-is]ioii>iliili-

ties in connection with the purchasing depart-

ment, and has since given his time to sales

promoting and financing. He is owner of a

one-sixth interest in the New Idea Spreader
Company, whose aggregate business in 1916

reached 1^^1,250,000 with net assets of nearly

$1,000,000. As the financial management of

this company has been Mr, Oppenheim 's chief

work, he deserves the greatest credit for the

status of the company's business. Few men of

thirt>- Ncars can look back upon so much
subsianlial ;h hievement and few men so young
have rome into eontact with the larger world
of industry and affairs,

Jlr. ( )ppen!ieiiii inherits some of the me-
ehanieal aljility of his father, and has per-

fected a number of improvements on the

machinery manufactured by the firm. Public

spirit is also one of his characteristics much
admired in the community of Coldwater and
he has taken it upon himself to lend his aid

to every mnvement which would assist in mak-
ing Coldwater .-I town second to none in point

of si/,:- in this part of the state. His civic work
has been entirely disinterested, since he has

no end to serve and is owner of no real estate

except his own home. Naturally enou.gh he

has been extremely busy with his private

afl'airs and has not been able to spare time

for official duties.

Mr. Bernard Oppenheim has complete

charge of the advertising put out by the New
Idea Spreader Company. The partnership

spends about $50,000 every year for publicity

purposes. Few progressive farmers have failed

to be attracted by the forceful presentation

of the virtues and efficiency of the New Idea
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spreaders, and a large part of the copy for the

many advertisements which appear in farm
and trade journals has been written by Mr.
Oppenheim himself. He has developed some
novel ideas in implement advertising. He
has also written numerous articles of general

interest to the implement trade, and these

have been widely published. His business

duties are such as to require much travel

throughout the States and Canada. Thus
while he had limited opportunities while a

boy to attend school, he is in fact a man of

rather liberal education, acquired partly

through observation and partly through read-

ing and contact with men and affairs. An
excellent memory has served him well so that

what he learns is thoroughly retained and
assimilated. Mr. Oppenheim is said to own
one of the finest collections of standard works

of literature in his home county, and when his

business hours are over his time is devoted

unreservedly to his family and his library.

He has erected a residence at Coldwater which

exemplifies every ideal of comfort and cul-

tured taste. Perhaps his chief recreation is

motoring. He usually owns a couple of cars,

and for business or pleasure makes many long

trips, being his own chauffeur. A week at

least every summer is devoted to a vacation.

It is spent in the north at some lake, with his

family, and at such times he indulges his

favorite recreation of fishing. Mr. Oppenheim
is an active member of the Catholic Church.

He was married at Coldwater, Ohio, June
28, 1910, to Miss Erma C. Rahe, daughter of

Frank and Anna (Albers) Rahe. Her father,

who died in 1900, was in early life a farmer

and subsequently in the retail business at

Cleveland and at Coldwater, Ohio, and for the

la.st few years of his life had lived retired.

Mr. and Mrs. Oppenheim have three children

:

Mildred Anna, Erwin Charles and Mary Alma
Oppenheim.

New Idea Spreader CoMrANY. To the out-

side world the Town of Coldwater, Ohio, is

best known as the liome of the New Idea

Spreader Company. It is through such an in-

stitution that community gains its most sub-

stantial prominence. A town as in the case

of an individual is important on account of

the work that it does. The New Idea Spreader

Company manufactures products valued at

over $1,500,000 a year. It is a large and
flourishing business, and is doubly interesting

not only because of its size and the worth of

its output to the farming class of America,

but also for the interesting personalities be-

hind the business. Reference has already been
made in these pages to Mr. Joseph Oppenheim,
founder of the plant and creator of the original

idea, and also to the present active heads of

the business Bernard C. Oppenheim and
Henry Synck.
The business was founded in 1899 at Maria

Stein, Ohio. Its chief assets were the idea

and the invention. The first plant was a

frame building 30 by 45 feet, one story high.

Here were manufactured the first manure
spreaders under the patent obtained by Joseph
Oppenheim. In 1901 the inventor died and
his widow Anna Mary Oppenheim continued
the business, but leaving its actual manage-
ment to her oldest son Bernard C. and to

Henry S.ynck, a young man in her employ who
later married her oldest daughter Wilhelmina.
In 1902 an addition was made to the plant and
further additions came every year until in

1908. owing to the scarcity of labor and the

inadequate shipping facilities of Maria Stein

a second plant was built at Coldwater. Here,

due to the superior shipping facilities aud the

larger supply of labor, the plant developed

rapidly and profitably, and was gradually en-

lai-ged until in 1912 the Maria Stein plant

was discontinued and the machinery removed
to Coldwater. In 1916 the Coldwater plant

covered 71/2 acres, practically all under roof.

With all that .space further additions were
necessary. Early in 1917 a nineteen-acre

tract adjoining the old plant was purchased
in order to provide for several new buildings.

The New Idea Spreader has been true to

its name from the very start. It is radically

diflferent in construction from others which
had been in use prior thereto. Its special

feature is that it is a "widespread" machine.

At first it inevitablj' encountered prejudice.

Farmers are proverbially conservative and
they were afraid to try something so com-
pletely different from the macliiues they had
been accustomed to. However, the New Idea

Spreader demonstrated its capacity for better

work, and through vigorous salesmanship the

trade was built up and increased until the

New Idea Spreader became dominant and
competitors were obliged to change their ma-
chines or cease business altogether. The first

patents on the New Idea Spreader expired

in the spring of 1917. Already several com-

petitors have taken up the original plan,

though now they are in the same position as

the New Idea Company was at the beginning

and have to combat what is now recognized
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as the old and standard type. Then too the

people who have bought and used the New
Idea have come to appreciate the inventor's

efforts and they remain loyal. New patents

have been taken out on improvements so that

the New Idea Spreader is still far ahead of

the best eoiiipeting machines.

In IDIT) work was started on a new type
mower, radically diii'erent from all others and
the samples that have been placed have been

proiuiuuced successful by every test. Arrange-
ments arc now being made to produce a large

number of sample machines in 1918, and plans

being drafted for a large plant for the manu-
facture of this machine. It is fully covered

by patents and its production means an im-

mense increase in the volume of business done
by the New Idea Spreader Company. Jobbers

.and dealers in all parts of the country are

looking forward to the time when this new
machine can be obtained in quantities..

The sales organization of the New Idea

Spreader Company is one of the largest in

the United States among implement manu-
facturers. It comprises branch houses at Har-
risburg, Pennsylvania, Columbus, Ohio, Jack-

son, ^Michigan, Indianapolis, Indiana, Chicago,

Illinois, Minneapolis, Minnesota, Omaha,
Nebraska, Kansas C'ity, ilissouri, and St.

Louis, Missouri. These branches have an

organization of seventy-five traveling sales-

men. Territory not handled from these

branch houses is taken care of through job-

bing connections. The trade in Canada is

liandled through an assembling plant at

Guelph, Ontario, known as the New Idea

Spreader Companj-, Limited, with a complete

sales force under that office. Stock in this

company is all owned by the parent house.

An immense volume of business is required

to sustain such an organization, and it all

represents the cumulative efforts of seventeen

years since Joseph Oppenheim manufactured
his first machine.

The head office of the sales department is at

Coldwater, Ohio, and is managed by Mr. B.

C. Oppenheim. This department also has

charge of tlie financing, collecting and adver-

tising—in short the general sales promotion

and finance. B. C. Oppenheim is senior male

member of the family partnership, and others

who are his active associates include his brother

Joseph A. Oppenheim. who acts as treasurer;

C. A. Mallenix, assistant sales manager;
August H. Bernard, chief clerk ; Joseph Will-

hoff, in charge of the shipping department,

assisted by Al Harting and J. Schlegel.

The manufacturing department is under
Henry Synck, and comprises purchasing, de-

signing and factory management. He is as-

sisted by Ben Sellhorst as production manager

;

Theodore Oppenheim as efficiency manager;
Otto Geise as power plant manager; Bruce
Rollman as experiment department manager;
and Al A. Mueller as assistant purchasing
agent.

When Joseph Oppenheim commenced this

liusincss he had less than $3,000 to invest. At
first the prospect was not encouraging. At
his death his widow received $3,000 life insur-

ance and she courageously placed this amount
at the disposal of the business. It was a re-

markable instance of business courage on the

pai-t of a woman who had no other source of

income. The results justified her confidencfc

After her drath in 1!MI9 the business was con-

tinued l)y liri- six chihlren with B. C. Oppen-
heim and Henry Synck as managers. Con-
stant progress was made and the net a-ssets

of the firm on November 1, 1916, were over

$1,000,000 with total sales for that year of

$1,250,000. Each successive year since 1905
has shown an increase over the preceding one,

some years as much as 75 per cent and it

is the aim of the sales department to make an
increase every year. Large sums of money
are spent every year for publicity advertising,

and the name of the product "New Idea"
and the abbreviation of the company title

"Nisco" are known wherever agricultural im-
plements are used. Both names carry a regis-

tered trade inark.

Tlie business is owned by the six Oppenheim
heirs: B. C. Oppenheim, Joseph A. Oppen-
heim, Theodore Oppenlieim, Justin Oppen-
heim. Wilhelmina Oppenheim S.ynck and
Cecelia Opjienlieim Sellhorst, who also own all

the stock in the Canadian corporation.

The plant at Coldwater is one of the largest

in Northwest Ohio. It is new and modern,
of tlie latest type of construction, and the

buildings have the saw-tooth roof type, while

the machinery is largely of special design for

this special line of construction. A sprinkler

system with sufficient water supply to guard
against disastrous fires. The plant also owns
an individual gas well on the premises to in-

sure a cheap suppl.v of fuel for the furnaces.

The power plant in addition to furnishing

power for the factory supplies electricity for

the Town of Coldwater and for the municipal
water plant, and is thus in the nature of a

public utility and a matter of economy to the
entire community.
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Isaac Bryant Post. One of the strong,

upright, and useful pioneers of Allen County
was called to his reward by death on Septem-
ber 20, 1915. Isaac Bryant Post had for more
than half a century found a varied work and
service in the Speneerville community and
while the exact saope and power of his life

could not be accurately defined, it helps in a

suggestive way to understand what and who
he was by saying that he was at different

times a farmer, school teacher and music
teacher, banker and business man, and had
also rendered creditable service as an officer

in the Union army during the Civil war.

He was the -sixth in a family of eight chil-

dren, his brothers and sisters being Asher,

Martha, Bryant, Leonidas Hamline, Adam
Clark, Charles Graham and Harvey. Of all

these he was tlie last survivor and had at-

tained the age of seventy-eight years two
months and twenty-nine days, when death

called him. He was born at Shelby, Richland
County, Ohio, June 21, 1837. His parents

were Charles C. and Elizabeth Post.

A name that deserves special mention in

the history of Northwest Ohio was Charles C.

Post, who came to Ohio when the state was
young, having been born and reared in Penn-
sylvania, and he settled in Wyandotte County,
which was then on the frontier. There he

lived for some years in the midst of the

Indians, built a grist mill for grinding their

corn, and on account of the justice with which
he dealt with the red men became a power
and held responsible commission from tlie

Government in dealing with the Indians. In

1841, four years after the birth of Isaac B.

Post, he removed to Allen County and settled

on the old Post farm, three miles east of

Speneerville. Besides clearing up and culti-

vating his land he built the first mill in

Amanda Township, known as the Post Mill.

It was on his father's farm and around the

old Post Mill that Isaac B. Post spent his

early youth. He attended the public schools

of Amanda Township, and for a number of

years he taught in the district schools of

Allen County. It is said that one of the
schoolhouses in which he taught, a little log

building, is still standing on the Lima Pike
about three miles east of Speneerville. He
was about twenty-four years of age when his

career as a soldier began. He enlisted in the
three months service in 1861, in Company E
of the Pifteentli Ohio Infantry, and when his

time expired he re-enlisted for three years in

Company C of the Thirty-second Regiment.

He and his regiment were captured at

Harper's Ferry, but after his exchange he
served as second lieutenant of his company
in the Army of the Tennessee, and was with
Grant when Vicksburg was captured, and for

meritorious services was promoted to captain.

At the close of the war he was commissioned
major, filling the position of division inspec-

tor. Having devoted himself for nearly four
years to the work of preserving the Union,
Major Post returned to Amanda Township,
and applied himself again to school teaching
and also to the activities of farming. In 1883
with Henry Wasson he opened a private Bank
in Speneerville. ilr. Wasson retired in a
few years, and after that Major Post directed
the affairs of what is now the Citizens Bank,
as cashier and president, for many years, and
for the last twelve years of his life gave up.

all business interests except as president of

the bank, and was finally obliged to resign

even the responsibilities of that office.

He was a successful man in a business way,
and used his success to promote the enlarge-

ment and growth of an entire community.
He erected a number of buildings in Speneer-
ville, and for years was one of the most liberal

contributors to the local Methodist Church,
being on the building committee when the

present edifice was erected.

In October, 1874, Isaac B. Post married
Miss Emma E. Berry of Van Wert County.
Their only son is Ira B. Post.

Ira B. Post, son of the late Isaac Bryant
Post, was born in Allen County, October 14,

1875. He had a public school education, en-

tered his father's bank at an early age, was
promoted to the responsibilities of cashier,

and since his father's death has been both
cashier and president. The two vice presi-

dents of this institution are J. R. Welch and
J. L. Cochran. The Citizens Bank is one of

the solid financial institutions in Allen
Countv. It has a capital of $30,000, surplus
of $5,000, and undivided profits of $12,600,
while its aggregate deposits are about
.$425,000.

Ira B. Post is an active member of the

Masonic Order. In 1899 he married Miss Ida
Robbins of Speneerville, daughter of Simon
and Orphalina Robbins, her father having
been an early merchant in Allen County. To
their union have been born two sons: Stan-
ley B. and Howard L.

Raymond Rutherford Kennedy is a law-

yer at Speneerville, Allen County, is a former
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member of the State Legislature, and has

made his professional and civic activities

count for a large measure of public benefit

in Northwest Ohio.

Born at Spencerville, October 12, 1875, edu-

cated in the public schools, he took his law

course in the Ohio Northern University,

where he was graduated Bachelor of Laws in

1899. Since then he has been in active ijrae-

tice and has brought his ability to bear in

promoting and directing several business

organizations in Allen County. He is secre-

tary and attorney for the Spencerville Home
and Savings Association and is a director of

the Spencerville Telephone Company.
The Spencerville Home and Savings Asso-

ciation wa.s organized in 1887, and its author-

ized capital is $1,000,000, with resources of

$100,000. The first secretary was S. L. Ash-
ton, the first president J. M. Bond, the first

vice president R. H. Harbison, and the first

attorney J. N. Bailey. The officers in 1916

are: D. M. Conner, president; J. M. Beard,

vice president ; and R. R. Kennedy, who has

been secretary and attorney since 1900. It is

noteworthy that this company has not made a

foreclosure during the past seventeen years.

It pays 5 per cent interest on deposits, and
has a large amount of money loaned on good
security. The company has its own building,

20 by 60 feet, and it was newly equipped
in 1916 with vaults and other furniture neces-

sary to the i-eady conduct of Inisiness.

The Biederman Manufai-turinp- Company of

Spencerville, in which ,Mr. Keiuirily is attor-

ney and a member of the exei-utive com-
mitti r, \\:is (if'j-aiiized in 1909 with a capital

of .$10.(1(111 :iii(l has Iniilt up a large business in

tlie iiuuiufacliire of kitclien eal>inots and in-

terior wootlwork. The first oftii-ci's wfvc : I..

Y. Cochran, president; A. C. IIoh-n'. scii-f-

tary; and S. F. Biederman, manager, hi lull

the capital was increased to $25,000 and in

1913 to $50,000. In 1909 the company em-
ployed only six persons, while thirty-five are

now on the payroll. A large plant has grown
up in Spencerville, and in 1914 the company
erected a 60 by 180 foot factory building, and
there are two other buildings, one 60 by 60 and
the other 18 by 64. The executive officers for

1916 are: J. H. Wright, president; G. L.

Haas, secretary and treasurer: and C. Louth,
vice president.

Mr. Kennedy held an appointive position in .

the State Senate in 1898. and was elected and
served two terms in the House of Representa-
tives, from 1911 to 1914 inclusive. While a

member of the Legislature he was author of

the first private bank law under the new con-

stitutional amendment. This law was passed
in 1913.

Mr. Kennedy is a son of Claude M. and
Handia J. (Washburn) Kennedy. His father,

who followed farming as his regular vocation,

came to Auglaize County, Ohio, in 1852 from
Pennsylvania. At one time he served as trus-

tee of Spencer Township in Allen County.
While in the Legislature Mr. Kennedy secured
the passage of the Fort Amanda Historical

Association Bill providing for a monument
and park, and has since been a trustee of the

association. He is himself a direct descendant
of Anne Russell, the first child born at Fort
Amanda, and who married Charles C. Mar-
shall, and later she married Samuel Wash-
burn. Mr. Kennedy's mother was the

daughter of Thomas A. Washburn, and is

thus a direct descendant of that historic per-

sonage of old Fort Amanda.
For a number of years Mr. Kennedy has

been active in the Ohio state military, served

as private in Company F of the Second Regi-

ment, Ohio National Guard, was promoted to

lieutenant of Company F, and resigned that

position to become captain in the quarter-

master's department. For three years, 1901-

02-03, he served as clerk of the school board
at Spencerville. He is affiliated with tlie

Masonic Order, the Benevolent and Protec-

tive Order of Elks and the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows. His wife is active in

the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. Ken-
nedy married Susan K. Dunnathan, who was
born in Auglaize County, Ohio, in 1877, a

daughter of John H. and Mary A. Dunna-
tlian. Her father was at one time a county
i-iinmiissioni'r in Auglaize County, and for

s("\rrnl tiM'iiis was mayor of Spencerville, and
also lilled the office of jiistice of the peace.

Rev. M.vrcellus Bunyan Fuller. With a

record of twenty-five years' service in the

Cincinnati Central and West Ohio Confer-

ences of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
IMarcellus B. Fuller, now of Lima, is regarded
as one of the ablest ministers of his denomina-
tion in the state. He has been an indefatiga-

ble worker, and has the breadth of mind, the

judgment and experience, as well as spiritual

devotion, required for real leadership in any
movement.
He was born at Troy, Miami County, Ohio,

June 12. 1868. a son of Robert and Eliza

(Robinson) Fuller. His father was an Ohio
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farmer. Doctor Fuller was liberally educated.

He finished the gi-ammar school course at the

age of fourteen and the high school course at

Troy at eighteen. For the following three

years he was a student in the Ohio Wesleyan
University at Delaware, where he graduated

in 1890, and then entered the Boston Theo-

logical Seminary.
His successive posts as a minister have

been at: Manchester, Adams County, Ohio,

two yeai-s; Georgetown, Brown County, three

years; First Methodist Episcopal Church of

Urbana, five years ; Trinity Methodist Episco-

pal Church at Cincinnati, five years; Grace

Methodist Episcopal Church of Dayton five

years. On October 1, 1912, he came to Lima
and has since been pastor of Trinity Church.

He opened the tine Trinity Church and dedi-

cated it, and raised $50,000 to pay its indebt-

edness. In the seventeen years of his ministry

he has not missed a single Sunday in receiv-

ing members, and his pastorates in the differ-

ent places in Ohio have all been fruitful of

large results, both in membership and in

material growth. On Palm Sunday during

the past five years he has received into his

church a hundred or more membei-s each year.

He has the degree of Doctor of Divinity,

given him both by Moore's Hill College in

Indiana and the Ohio Wesleyau University at

Delaware. In 1915 he was elected a delegate

to the general conference of the church, which
was held in Saratoga, New York, in May,
1916. He is a trustee of the Ohio Northern
University and a member of the Alpha Tan
Omeea college fraternity.

On September 9, 1891, Doctor Fuller mar-
ried Gertrude McKnight of Troy, Ohio,

daughter of John K. and Medora (Clark)

McKnight. Her father was a merchant at

Troy. To their union have been born three

sous, but the first born died in infancy ; Glenn
Vincent, who was born March 8, 1894, gradu-

ated from the Ohio State University with the

class of 1916; Mark A., born Februaiy 22.

1897, is now in the sophomore class of the

Ohio State University.

CH.A.ELES Herman Clark, M. D. Now
superintendent and physician in charge of

the Lima State Hospital for the Insane, Doc-
tor Clark is regarded as one of the foremost
authorities on mental and nervous diseases

and administrative detail of management of

the hospitals for the insane in the state. He
has had a long and thorough experience, and
for over twenty years has been associated in

one capacity or another with hospitals for the

insane in this state and elsewhere.
His father Chambers K. Clark was also a

prominent physician and during the Civil war
served as assistant surgeon of the Thirty-sec-
ond Ohio Volunteer Infantry. The mother
was ;\Iary E. Hendrix. Both father and son
were boi'u in Champaign County, Ohio. Dr.
Charles Herman Clark was born July 30,

1866, and ivas liberally educated in prepara-
tion for his professional career. After the

public schools he attended the Ohio Northern
LTniversity at Ada, .studied medicine under a
preceptor, and on March 9, 1893, graduated
M. D. from the Starling Medical College of

Columbus. Almost immediately he became
a.ssociated with the work which has kept him-
busily engaged all subsequent years and has
brought him numerous distinctions associated

with his name.
For one year he was hoiise physician in St.

Fz-ancis Hospital at Columbus. He then was
first assistant in the opening of the Ohio Hos-
pital for Epileptics at Gallipolis. He re-

mained there four years, following which for

one year he was assistant in the Columbus
State Hospital. For eighteen months he was
assistant physician in the Massillon State Hos-
pital, and then went to Washington, D. C,
where for seven years he was connected with
the Government Hospital for the Insane, as

assistant six years and for one year as clinical

director.

Retmming to Ohio, Doctor Clark became
superintendent of the State Hospital for the

Insane at Cleveland, and filled that post seven
years. On September 15, 1914, he was trans-

ferred to the Lima State Hospital for the In-

sane as superintendent and physician in

charge.

Doctor Clark is a member of the American
Medico-Psychological Society, and belongs to

the Allen County and Ohio State Medical so-

cieties. In 1915 he was chairman of the sec-

tion on nervous and mental diseases of tlie

Ohio State Society.

Doctor Clark is a thirty-second degree Scot-

tish Rite and Knight Templar Mason, a mem-
ber of the Lima Club, the Shawnee Country
>Club and the Rotary Club. On October 19,

1901, at Massillon. Ohio, he married Cora E.

Taggart. Her father Isaac M. Taggart is a

prominent banker of that city. Doctor and
Mrs. Clark have one child, Elizabeth.

William Roush, M. D. of Lima began his

professional career twenty-five years ago, was
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'a general practitiouer in the early part of his

experience, but has more and more devoted his

time and attention to surgery, and is now
recognized as one of the foremost in that pro-

fession in Northwest Ohio.

Doctor Roush is a native of Allen County,

having been born on a farm nine miles west

of Lima, December 6, 1864. His parents were
Jacob ;M. and Elizabeth (Holtzapple) Roush.

Both were natives of Pennsylvania and both

are now deceased. They were married in

Pennsylvania, but in March, 1S48, moved
to Allen County, Ohio. Jacob Roush was
a poor man when he came to this sec-

tion of Ohio and it was as a result of

many years of hard work and constant exer-

cise of thrift that he prospered and liberally

provided for his home and his own wants in

his later years. On coming to Allen County
he took up a homestead of eighty acres and
also bought forty acres, giving him a farm
120 acres in extent. He was a democrat in

politics and he and his wife were members of

the Christian Union Church. They were the

parents of ten children. The four now living

are : Nettie, wife of James Cremean of Mun-
cie, Indiana; Charles, who is in the concrete

business in Alabama ; Doctor William ; Ida,

wife of E. C. Hopkins a farmer in Trumbull
County, Ohio.

With the environment of the country dur-

ing his youth, William Roush was iuipelled by
an ambition to make the best of his talents and
opportunities, and besides the advantages
which his father could give him he also sought

by his own earnings and eit'orts a liberal edu-

cation. He attended the district schools near
the old farm, also the Elida public schools,

and had some courses in the Normal College at

Ada. For four years he was a teacher, and
with the earnings from that work he entered

the Cincinnati College of Medicine and Sur-

gerj', where he was graduated M. D. March
6, 1891. Two and a half years he spent in

practice at Elida, and then ISi/o years at

Spencerville. In 1908 Doctor Roush removed
to Lima, and from that city as headquarters
his name and reputation as a surgeon have
become widespread. He confines his attention

entirely to surgery. At different times he has
served as a member of the hospital staff. He
is now president of the Allen County .Medical

Society, belongs to the State and Northwestern
Medical societies and the American iledical

Association, and through his achievements in

the field of surgery is a member of the Ameri-
can College of Surgeons, membership in which

organization is limited to men who have defi-

nite achievements and special ciualificatious

in the surgical branch of the profession. Doc-
tor Roush has taken several special courses in

Baltimore, Cincinnati and Chicago, and for

the past thirteen years has spent some time
every year visiting the clinics and otherwise
enjoying the superb advantages offered by the
great J\Iayo institution at Rochester, Minne-
sota.

In June, 1894, he married Miss Nevada
Wright, a native of Ilighland County, Ohio.
They have four children : Gerald, who is em-
ployed by the Gramm Bernstine Company at
Lima ; Richard, who died when eighteen years
of age : Lucile and Mary, both in school. The
family are members of the ^Methodist Episco-
pal Church. Doctor Roush has passed all the
chairs of the subordinate lodge and encamp-
ment of the Independent Order of Odd Fel-
lows and is a member of the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks. A democrat in pol-
itics, he served as a member of the pension
examining board during Cleveland's second
administration.

Frank A. Jennings
came to Henry ( 'miuty

among the trii>' piinifc

land on whiili iliry

cleared and iic\ci- timi

cleared the woi

homes, suirei'cd

of early life, aui

it has been a

The Jennings family
inut 1850. They were

piiiiifci-s, since they found the
I iliry srttled absolutely un-
ci- touched by the plow.

" They
mIs, drained the swamps, built

the privations and hardships
il for more than sixty-five years
family name of unblemished

honor and integrity. 3Ir. and Mrs. Frank A.
Jennings are now living retired in the Village
of MeClure, both have spent nearly all their

lives in this county, and. are kindly people
with a record for honesty, temperance and
good citizenship.

Mr. Jennings' grandparents came from
Pennsylvania about the (ime they were mar-
ried and settled as pioneers lu'ar Tiffin in

Seneca County, Ohio. The grandfather died
there when about seventy years of age, a
sufferer from cancer. His widow outlived him
many years and died at the home of a daugh-
ter, Mrs. Laura ]\Iiley at Wauseon, Ohio, and
was tlien in very advanced years. She was a
member of the United Brethren Church and
the grandfather was a whig in politics. They
had six sons and six daughters. Two are stiil

living: Mrs. Susan Monson of Tiffin, Ohio,

and Mrs. Sarah Harmon of Harrison Town-
ship, Henry County, both of whom are now
in advanced years. Justin Jennings, father
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of Frank A., was born in Seneca County, Ohio,

in 1822, and grew up as a farmer boy. He
was married in his native county to Catherine

Powell, who was born there and was a few

years younger than her husband. Her parents,

Samuel and Elizabeth Powell, were natives

of Pennsylvania and were also early settlers

in Seueea County. Later they removed to

Grand Rapids in Wood County and there died

when quite old. The Powells were also United

Brethren Church people and Mr. Powell was

an active class leader and local preacher and

his son Andrew became a prominent minister

of the church.

After his marriage Justin Jennings and

wife lived for several years in Seneca County.

Their son Henry was born there and died in

infancy, and also a daughter Melissa, who was

a small child when the family came to Henry

County. This breaking up of home ties in

Seneca County and the transfer of their pos-

sessions to Henry County, was accomplished

in the dead of winter over rough and icy roads,

and with wagons drawn by ox teams. Justin

Jennings secured 160 acres of wild land in

section 16 of Damascus Township. The con-

ditions he had to t'lice would have discouraged

a less deterniiiicd and capable pioneer. Much
of the land was swampy. He and his wife

lived in a luy cahiii fur several years. He
not onlv had to clfar the tinibrrs. but also

drain the land, feii'-,..,! it and most of this

heavy labor he did unaided. Some years later

he erected a substantial brick and frame house,

and it was in that house that Frank A. Jen-

nings was born. Other improvements came

with passing years, and Justin Jennings lived

to see himself' surrounded by much prosperity.

He finally retired to Grand Rapids in Wood
County, but planned to return to the old home-

stead." His wife died at Grand Rapids of

apoplexy at the age of sixty-tive. Justin Jen-

nings then returned home and died June 2,

1900, at the age of seventy-two. He and his

wife were active members of the United

Brethren Church, his wife having been reared

in that faith, and .ioining the church in mature

years. They helped organize the first church

in their locality. He was also active in politics,

a republican, and served as township treasurer

for many years.

Emma E., the first of Justin Jennings' chil-

dren born in Henry County, is the wife of

D. L. Warner of Liberty Center, and all their

children are now married. John S., a farmer

in Saginaw County. Michigan, is married and

has a son Clyde, also married. The next in

age is Mr. Frank A. Jennings. Andrew B.,

who lives on a farm in Damascus Township
married Toy Cromwell and has three sons and
five daughters. Elizabeth is the wife of R. C.

Sabin, lives on a farm near Ludington, Mich-

igan, and has two sons. Thomas is a farmer
in Wood County, Ohio, has been twice married
and has children by both wives. George W.,

who lives in Grand Rapids, Ohio, has two sons.

Perry H., a tenant farmer in Henry County
in Napoleon Township, has two living sons.

Prank A. Jennings was born in Damascus
Town.ship at the old homestead and in the

then new brick house on April 11, 1858. He
grew up on the farm, received his education

in the Idi'al scliools and has given the best

years of his life 1o tlic (•ultivation of the soil.

In liis native townsliip he married ^lary

Reid. She was born on Turkey Foot Creek

in that township August 8, 1856, a daughter

of Thomas and Elmira (Crockett) Reid. Her
father was born in Ayrshire, Scotland, in

1823 and married his first wife in his native

land. She died in Scotland, jjnd of her three

children, James and Jessie are both deceased,

while Thomas came with his father to the

Ignited States. Thomas Reid after coming to

America located in Seneca County where he

met and mari'ied .Miss Crockett, who was a

native of the Stale of xMaine. They located

on a wild farm in Damascus Township, and

ilr. Reid lived to clear it up and add another

good farm to Henry County. He was a hard

worker, and continue(1 U< imjn'ove and pur-

chase more land until his lar'.:c farm eom|)i-ised

320 acres, improved with exi'dlent huildings.

He died there in 1S77, and his second wife sur-

vived him al)out twenty years. He had been

reared in the Presbvterian faith while his

wife was a I |m verbal ist. In i-.-lities lie was a

republleail. I'.eM.je. M,-. -le, -s the elnl-

dren <ir tlie Reid family are eiveii ln-ief re.'cr.l

as follows: Knott and Mattie were twins,

the latter dying at the age of three years.

Knott lives on the old homestead and by his

marriage to Emma Pratt has four sons, Guy,

Mathew, Maurice and Arthur. William Reid.

who owns part of the old farm, married Jennie

Past and has three living children, Ethel,

John M. and Alice, and Thomas and Ruth

now deceased. Charles, who also has part

of the old Reid Farm, married Myrtie ]\Ieyers

and has children named Glen, Eva and Grace.

Edwin Reid, a farmer in Dama.scus Township,

first married Bertha Shepard, who left him

one child, Bruce, and his second wife was Ada
Tussing, who died without children. Agnes
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married Irvin Meyers, a farmer of Damascus
Township, and their children are Nellie, Jessie,

Warren, Corriune and Martha.
Mr. and Mrs. Jeniiiiifrs ;iftcr their mai-riage

started out to farm ivntcd laml, and he subse-

quently bought forty u'l-i's. thi]i traded it for

sixty acres, added twenty acres by purchase,

and after some years sold that place and
bought a fann of ninety-nine acres in Harrison
Township. That was the home of his pros-

perous years until January, 1915, when Mr.
Jennings sold out and retired to a comfortable
home situated on a tract of 31/2 acres along
North Street in the Village of McClure.
Mr. and Mrs. Jennings have been active

members for thirty j-ears of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. Politically he is a repub-
lican. They have reared three children, and
all are now well established in homes of their

own. James, who was educated at Angola,

Indiana, and in the college at Ada, Ohio, spent

some years as a teacher, but is now in business

at Litchfield, Michigan ; he married Lucile

Curtis, who was a native of Michigan and was
a student in the college at Angola, Indiana;

they have a daughter Constance L. Catherine

Jennings, who also secured a good education,

was a fi'ai-lier until her marriage to Robert
Notestiia'. a (laii-> fai'iiicr now located near

Petoskc\ , Alirhit^aii : they have one son, Robert

Stanley. Fraia-es, \\h() graduated with the

highest honors from the Liberty Ceiitei- lii-ii

School, married Homer E. Welson, wlio is also

a graduate of Liberty Center High School

and afterwards taught, and they live on a

dairj' farm in Liberty Township of Henry
County, and have a daughter Roberta A.

W. L. Neville, M. D. Continuously since

pioneer times the name Neville has been asso-

ciated with the practice of meiliriuf in North-

west Ohio. Dr. W. L. Neville has been a

leader in the profession for over twenty-tive

years, and his father before him practiced

"fully half a century. Dr. W. L. Neville has

been a resident of Lima since 1906, and has

his offices in the Holland Block.

He was born at St. John in Auglaize County,
Ohio, September 14, 1867, a son of John S.

and Mary J. (Dinehart) Neville, the former
a native of Virginia and the latter of Ohio,

and both now deceased. The paternal grand-
father Samuel Neville was born in Virginia,

brought his family to Ohio in 1837, and fol-

lowed the trade of sadler. The maternal
grandfather Conrad Dinehart arrived in

Ohio when a young man and spent the rest of

his days in tl;is state. John S. Neville came to
Logan County, Ohio, in 1837, afterwards
studied medicine and did the greater part of
his practice at St. John and Roundhead. He
was a pioneer doctor, and in the early days
carried most of his medicines in his saddle
bags as he rode about the country taking his
professional skill to his patients who lived in
widely separated homes and many miles from
his own home. He practically wore himself
out in service of his patients, but kept up the
practice for more than fifty years. He was a
member of the Presbyterian Church and a
radical prohibitionist. He and his wife had
two children. The daughter M. Belle, who
died at the age of forty-nine, was the wife of
the late Capt. Henry J. May, of the Regular
United States Army*.

Dr. W. L. Neville spent most of his boyhood
at Roundhead in Hardin County. He at-
tended school there and also the Ohio Normal
University at Ada. His first means of making
himself useful and servicealJe in the world
were as a school teacher. He taught two years
and then entered the Starling Medical College
at Columbus, where he was graduated M. D.
in 1891. Doctor Neville practiced at Round-
head, Ohio, for fifteen years, and built up a
large patronage in that village and over an
extensive surrounding territory. In 1906 he
removed to a still larger field at Lima and has
enjoyed a successful business from the start.
He was a partner of Dr. Charles Collins until
the latter 's death a year later, and since then
has looked after an individual practice.

Doctor Neville was a member of the com-
mission for building the Lima State Hospital,
having been appointed by Governor James M.
Cox. He is a member in good standing of
the County, State, Northwest Ohio and Tri-
State Medical societies and the American
Medical Association. Fraternally he is affili-

ated with the Masonic Order in the Lodge,
Royal Arch Chapter, Knight Templar Com-
mandery. Consistory and Mystic Shrine, and
also belongs to the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks. He is an active member of
the Lima Club, is a democrat in politics, and
he and his family are members of the Presby-
terian Church.

Doctor Neville was married in 1892 to Dora
North. Mrs. Neville was born in Auglaize
County, Ohio, daughter of Orin North, a far-
mer. Two children have been born to their
marriage : Carl H., now a student in Cincin-
nati University ; and Wesley Jr., who is in a
public school at Lima.



HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO

Thomas Knox, D. D. One oi the strongest

organizations in Northwest Ohio is the Market
Street Presbyterian Church of Lima, which
has over 1,000 members, and has both the re-

sources and efficiency of a great organization
working for the welfare of the community.
The pastor of this church since 1912 has been
Dr. Thomas Knox, whose active services in

the Presbyterian ministry cover a period of

twenty-five years. During that time he has
been connected with various prominent
churches in metropolitan centers.

His people were the solid Scotch Irish Pres-

byterians of North Ireland. Doctor Knox was
born near Belfast, Ireland, a son of Thomas
and Mary (Wallace) Knox. His grandfather
was also Thomas Knox and spent his life

as a farmer in Northern Ireland. The
maternal gi-andfather Robert Wallace was
born in Ireland, lived there all his life, and
was a man of exceptionally strong character

and of keen intelligence. Thomas and Mary
Knox came to the United States late in life,

settled at Jersey City, New Jersey, and died
there. The father was a man of good educa-
tion, became a republican after taking his

American citizenship, and he and his wife
were active in the Presbyterian Church. He
•was a farmer by occupation. There were nine
children.

Dr. Thomas Knox was educated in the

schools of Ireland, and after coming to the

United States filled the position of cashier in

a manufacturing establishment in New York
City for five years. He educated himself

along the broader lines, and in 1892 graduated
from the Union Theological Seminary of

New York City. He spent altogether about
fifteen years at diiferent places in Illinois

and some of his first work was done in the

Union Mission Church of Chicago. In 1902
he became pastor of the Seventh Presbyterian
Church at Walnut Hills, Cincinnati, and re-

mained in that pastorate for ten years. Then
in October, 1912, he came to Lima to the Mar-
ket Street Presbyterian Church.

Doctor Knox married Elizabeth Marshall,
of Chicago. She was bom in Scotland fifteen

miles from Glasgow, was educated in her na-
tive country and later graduated from the
Englewood High School of Chicago. Her
parents Robert and Susan Marshall settled

in Chicago after coming to America and her
father for many years was foreman in the
building department and is now retired on a
pension. Mrs. Knox was a woman of fine

ability and culture and was in many ways a

co-operating factor with Doctor Knox in his

work. She taught in Sunday schools and was
also a worker in the Young Women's Chris-

tian Association and other organizations. Mrs.

Knox died February 23, 1916. There were
two children. Mary Wallace Knox has re-

cently entered Northwestern University at

Chicago. John Marshall Knox is a student in

Kenyon College at Gambler, Ohio.

Doctor Knox is affiliated with the Lima
Lodge No. 20.5 F. and A. M., has also taken

the Scottish Rite degrees at Cincinnati, and
throughout his ministry has proved a vigorous

factor in the moral and social movements of

the various cities in which he has lived. He
has sought for the best interests of Lima since

becoming pastor and has neglected none of

those duties which are a part of good citizen-

ship. In politicts he is a republican.

George R. ]Mell, D. D. of Lima, has had a

a long and active career as an educator, min-

ister of the Christian Church, farmer and
business man. He has been a worker all his

life, and has sought to the limit of his strength

and opportunity to give a worthy serv-ice as

he passed through the world. He has done a

great deal of good and is one of the most
widely known men in Northwest Ohio.

He belongs to the pioneer element in Allen

County. He was born on a farm TVs miles

north of Lima September 17, 1853. and grew
up in a country district. He largely educated

himself, since his father did not give him a

dollar after he was fifteen years of age. He
has been in church work either as a layman or

a minister since early youth. Though he is

now practically retired, he preaches at a

church at Brock in Darke County, and also

has charge of the property at Lima belonging

to Defiance College. He still owns tlie old home
farm of eighty acres. That farm has an inter-

esting record. It has never been out of the

Mell name or ownership since it came direct

from the Government, and onl_y three deeds

have been recorded on it. No mortgage has

ever been laid against the land.

Mr. Mell is a son of John C. and Catherine

(Jones) Mell. His grandfather George Mell

was a native of Virginia, came to Ohio a

boy, lived in Warren County until 1833, and
then took his three sons to Allen County. The

^

first marriage license issued in Putnam
County, Ohio, was to permit George Mell to

marry his second wife. He located in that

section of Putnam County that is now Allen

County, and he operated the first saw i
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grist mill in Sugar Tree Township of Alien

County. He was a soldier of the War of 1812.

George Mell was of English and Welsh de-

scent. Mr. Mell's maternal grandfather was
Rowland Jones, a native of Wales, who came
to Ohio in 1827, locating in Butler County,
and in 1835 in Allen County, where he took

up land from the Government. He spent his

life as a farmer and was a man of strong re-

ligious inclinations and the first Sunday school

in Sugar Tree Township was organized in his

house.

John C. Mell, father of Rev. Mr. Mell, was
born in Warren County, Ohio, in 1823, and
died February 13, 1901. His wife was born
in Wales in 1825 and died March 18, 1892.

They were married in Allen County Novem-
ber 6, 1852. Their six children were : George
R. ; Margaret M., who married C. H. Parish,

both now deceased; Sarah J. Mell, who lives

with her brother George ; Ann Eliza, who died

in infancy; John E., who was born April 25,

1863, and died in 1904 ; Peter T., a contractor

at Lima. John C. Mell was a member of the

Christian Church and his wife belonged to

the Welsh Congregational Church. She
united with that church at Gomer, Ohio, when
ten years of age. John C. Mell also took an
active part in local affairs as a democrat. For
twenty-one years he served as a justice of the

peace and for fifteen years township clerk.

In early life lie followed school teaching and
later became a successful farmer.

George R. Mell after the advantages of

country schools secured the rest of his educa-
tion in the intervals of hard work for his sup-
port. He attended, nearl}' one school year, the

Ohio Northern University at Ada, spent a

year at Antioch College, and took three years
selected work at the National Normal Uni-
versity of Lebanon. Altogether he was a
school teacher and a student in these various
institutions for nearly eleven years, and he
also took correspondence courses in the East.

He had the degree of Doctor of Divinity con-

ferred on him in year 1914 by the Milton
University of Baltimore, ]\rarylaud.

He began his ministerial labors with the

Northwest Ohio Conference as a licensed ex-

horter on November 5, 1880. He was or-

dained after passing the requisites of the Con-
ference on October 9, 1881. The ordaining
committee were G. B. Garner, ^Michael JIarts,

and E. H. Umphress. His first church was
Bethlehem Church in Allen County and he
preached there while a student. For thi-ee

years he was in charge of the church at Arthur

in Paulding County, and at three different

times had pastorates in Montgomery County
covering a ])cri()(l nf fdurteen years. He also

held various cIiuitIh's in Allen and adjoining
county. His imlisidnal church membersliip
has been witli the West Cairo Christian
Church for forty-nine years. For twenty-five

years he was a member of the board of exam-
inations and was assistant secretary of the

Conference for ten years and secretary fifteen

years. He has been a member of the Confer-
ence Committee since he was ordained and
has been a member of the publication commit-
tee on the Conference.
On aiareh 23, 1882, Mr. Mell married Alice

A. Ford. She was boi-n in Allen Countv and
died January 27, 1889. On November 5,'] 891,

he married Mrs. Ida Thompson. She was
born in Covington, Ohio, and died Januarv
28, 1913. Mr. Mell was married February 24,

1915 to Josephine R. Richeson. Mrs. ilell

was born in Bellefontaine, Ohio, a daughter
of John T. and Sarah Lieuellen Richeson.
Both her parents were born near Wilmington,
Ohio, and her father was reared in Auglaize
County. In the Richeson family were six

children and the four now living are: Dr.
Carrie A. Richeson, who for more than twen-
ty-five years practiced medicine and surgery
at Bellefontaine, Ohio ; ilrs. Mell ; Martha R.,

wife of E. C. Couch, a machinist at Defiance

;

and John Lloyd, who is connected with the

Big Four Railway Company at Indianapolis.
Mrs. Mell's father was a Methodist and by
trade a brickmaker.

Mr. Mell is affiliated with the Lodge and
Encampment of the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows and has filled the various chairs

in the Encampment and at four different

times was high priest. Politically he is a pro-
hibitionist and has been actively identified

with that cause all his life.

V. H. H.VY, M. D. Thougli Doctor Hay has
been in practice at Lima only a short time,

his work has given him a high degree of favor
and standing in the community, and on No-
vember 7, 1916, the choice of the people of the
county fell upon him for the office of coroner.

Doctor Hav was born at Monroeville, In-

diana, September 24, 1889, a son of W. H. and
Lucinda (Krick) Hay. His father was born
in Mercer County, Ohio, in 1864 and died in

1910, and his mother was a native of Allen
County, Indiana, where she was born in 1869.
She is still living and she and her husband
were married in Allen Countv, Indiana. W.
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H. Hay was a fanner and also did consider-

able business in the buying of hoi-ses. He was
an active democrat, filled the various chairs

in the lodge of Odd Fellows, and was also a

member of the Modern AYoodmen of America.
He and his wife were Lutherans.

Doctor Hay, the only child of his parents,

was reared in Monroeville, Indiana, graduated
from the high school there in 1907, and soon
fixed his ambition upon the medical profes-

sion. In 1908 he entered Starling Medical
College at Columbus, Ohio, where he was grad-

uated M. D. in 1912. He also had one year
of opporiunitj- and experience as an interne

in St. Francis Hospital. With this prepara-

tion he came to Lima and has already built

up a good general practice as a physician and
surgeon.

Doctor Hay is unmarried. He is a member
of the Allen County, the Ohio State [Medical

societies and the American Medical Associa-

tion, and in politics is a democrat. He is also

affiliated with Lima Lodge of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows.

Scott Wilkins. To know Scott Wilkins of

Lima is to know one of the most interesting

young men of Northwest Ohio. Measured by
"the "goods standard" which is so frequently

applied to success in life, he is now to be rated

among the successful men, though he has risen

to that position from the humblest of day
labor. He knows all sorts and conditions of

men. He is familiar with the worker and the

toiler, and what he has seen and experienced
has made him an ardent socialist, and he is

one of the recognized leaders of that party
in the State of Ohio. In 1914 he was his

party's nominee for the office of governor.
In spite of the length and breadth of ex-

perience Scott Wilkins is still j'oung. He has
barely passed his thirty-fifth birthday. He
was born in Auglaize County, Ohio. June 17,

1881, a son of James R. and Sarah (Longwith)
Wilkins. His grandfather Reuben Wilkins was
a native of Virginia and an early settler of

Auglaize Count.y. The maternal grandfather
Cyrus Longwith was of Virginia parentage
and had five brothers who fought as Union
soldiers in the Civil war, one of whom, James,
died in Libby Prison. Both James R. and his

wife Sarah Wilkins were natives of Auglaize
County. He was born in 1848 and died in

February, 1915, and his wife was born in 1852
and is still living. James Wilkins was a far-

mer. In younger years he suffered much
from ill health, but finallv accumulated a

place of sixty acres and lived his last j-ears

in prosperous circumstances. He was a

democrat in politics. His wife was a

devout member of the LTnited Brethren
Church, and he furnished the ground and
helped build one of the churches of that de-

nomination in their neighborhood. There
were three children : Charles, who occupies
the old home farm : Scott ; and Ferd, who
lives with his brother on the homestead. Scott

Wilkins had onl,y a district school education.

At the age of fourteen he began working in

the woolen mills at St. Mary's, and afterwards
was employed in a machine shop during the
summer months while he attended school in

winter. At the age of sixteen he went out to

Kansas, found work as porter in a hotel, and
afterwards was advanced to the responsibili-

ties of night clerk. In the fall of the same
year he returned home and entered the high
school, but after two months illness compelled
him to leave. The next season was spent work-
ing among the farmers, and he again went
West and made a hand in the wheat harvest.

From the harvest fields he went to St. Louis
and became a laborer in a car foundry. One
of the early experiences which made a strong

impression upon his mind came at the age of

eighteen, when he was arrested at Springfield,

Ohio. At the time he was expecting a job as

a ditcher at $1.25 a day. However, he was
penniless, and was spending the night sleeping

on the Fair Grounds as a common vagabond.
After his arrest he was released through his

acquaintance with a local hotel man. In early

years as well as later Mr. Wilkins has shown a

prompt willingness to take any work which
would earn him an honest dollar and he has a

thorough sympathy and fellowship with the

toiling masses.

He also knows what army life is like. He
enlisted in the Second United States Regulars
at Springfield. Illinois, and spent two years

eight months in the service. For one year

eight months of the time he was stationed at

Fort Thomas, and another year was spent in

the Philippines. After leaving the army he

came home by way of San Francisco, and was
next engaged with a gang of men doing rail-

road construction work on the famous cut-off

through the Salt Lake. From there he re-

turned to St. ]Marys. Ohio, and after a corre-

spondence course for the civil service he was
appointed city letter carrier in St. Marys. He
held that post for a number of years. Out of

his wages he not only supported his family

but paid for a home in that city. In the
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meantime, as a result of his studies and obser-

vations of political problems, he became allied

with the socialist movement. He was nomi-

nated for the office of mayor on that ticket,

and was elected and served one term, giving a

most creditable administration of the munici-

pal government of St. ^Marys. At the end of

his term he refused a reuomination.

Using his home property which he had paid

for, Mr. Wilkins then engaged in the real es-

tate business, and in that has more than made
good and is regarded as one of the keenest

judges of real estate values in Northwest Ohio.

He has handled an extensive business in both

Auglaize and Allen counties and now has im-

portant business connections in Toledo. At
the present time he is putting up a tliree-story

business block at Lima to cost $18,000.

In 1905 Mr. Wilkins married Anna May
Garner, whose maiden name was Stevely. She
was born in Auglaize County. ]\Irs. Wilkins
is a member of the Methodist Episcopal

Church. Fraternally he is an Odd Fellow.

Until he took up socialism Mr. Wilkins was a
republican. Besides the honor paid him by
his party in nominating him for governor in

1914, he has served almost continuously on
the state executive committee and on the- na-
tional committee for a number of years. Mr.
Wilkins spends most of his time in Lima, and
he also holds a residence at Wapakoneta.

William H. Battles. When a man as he
progresses through life gains a competence
of material goods, provides well for his family,

lives honorably and uprightly before his

fellow men, his career is properly accounted
a success. All that William H. Battles has
done and those who know him and appreciate
his hearty fellowship, his good nature and
love of wholesome merriment, know that he
has accepted even the hard and bitter experi-

ences of life with a light heart and with a

courageous outlook upon the future.

Mr. Battles was born in Brie County, Ohio,

August 31, 18.59. His grandparents Nathaniel
and Elizabeth (Crane) Battles were natives of

Penn.sylvania, where they spent tlieir lives.

Nathaniel was a merchant. They died when
quite old, and were the parents of three sons
and three daughters, all of whom gi'ew up
and married. Two are now living, John P.

Battles and his sister Anna, wife of George
Smith, who live in Huron County, Ohio, on a

farm and have a son and daughter.
John P. Battles, father of Wllliam H., was

born in Pennsylvania, grew up on the farm

there, and when a young man moved to Oxford
Township in Erie County. There he married
Miss Catherine ]MeCann. She was born in

New York Stale u\' Scotch parentage. When
she \yas a child her parents came to Erie

County and tiiey lived out their Lives in that

section. After his marriage John P. Battles

continued to live in Erie County for some
years, but wlien William was twelve years of

age the family went to Plain Township of

Wood County There John P. Battles played

the part of the real pioneer, clearing up a

farm from the wilderness. His fii'st home
there was a house of plain boards, but in time

he surrounded himself with all the comforts

and added to his prosperity came also the

esteem of the community. Mrs. John Battles

died there twenty-one years ago at the age of

seventy-two years. Since then Mr. John Bat-

tles has lived with his children, and for several

years has made his home with William H.
Battles. He is now ninety-three years of age.

In spite of the weight of years he is active

and vigorous, gets out and works every day,

rises before bi-eakfast and feeds the stock, and
reads his newspaper without the aid of glasses

and eats three meals every day. Truly he

has mastered the art of attaining a green and
smiling old age. It is a token of admiration

as well as esteem when he is called on every

hand "Daddy Battles." He has voted the

republican ticket through so many campaigns
that he can hardly I'ecall them, and still keeps

up with current events. His wife was an
active member of the Congregational Church.
There were four children. George died at the

age of ten years. Edward, who lives in

Toledo, has been twice married and has a son

by his fii'st wife. The third child is AVilliam

li. Bert died after his mai'riage, leaving a

daughter Kate, who has been twice married
and has one son.

William H. Battles came to manhood on
the old farm in Plain Township in Wood
County. He lived in Grand Rapids, Ohio, for

some time, was a farmer there for twelve

yeats. and then came to Henry County and
bought forty acres near Grelton in Damascus
Township. Still later he bought forty-six acres

more in section 4 and then thirty-nine acres

in section 6. All of this land is highly im-

proved. On his forty-six acres he has good
farm buildings, and his own home is on sec-

tion 31 in Damascus Township. His improve-
ments at once classify him as one of the most
progressive farmer citizens of Henry County. '

His barn is 40 by 60 feet with 20 foot posts
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and a shed 15 by 45 feet. All the buildings
are painted white with green trimmings. His
home is a modern twelve-room house. Mr.
Battles takes the greater pride in this farm
on account of the fact that he cleared up the

fields from the forest.

In 1884 he married Mrs. Clara E. (Shidler)

Croninger. Mrs. Battles was born in Seneca
County, Ohio, October 5, 1859, and was reared
there and in Wood County. Her first hus-

band was Willis Croninger of Henry County,
a son of Leonard Croninger. Willis died when
about twenty-two j-ears of age, leaving one son,

Willis, Jr., who was born in 1881. Willis Cron-
inger, Jr., is now a thrifty farmer in Richfield

Township, and by his marriage to Martha Zook
of Harrison Township has three children, R^ba,
Clara and Raymond. Mr. and Mrs. Battles

have three children. Harle.v F., who now lives

in Paradise. Oregon, married Blanche Cron-
inger, and their three children are named Ha,
William, Jr., and Harold. The daughter Nellie

finished the course of the public schools and
is still at home. The third child, Alverda,

died October 26, 1916, aged thirteen years.

Isaac Snively Motter. In the death of

Isaac S. Motter on March 21, 1907. Lima and
Allen County lost one of its foremost attor-

neys and citizens. He was a man of thorough
attainments in his profession, had the indus-

try and the other qualifications which make
for success, and earned a reputation that was
not confined to his home city. Mr. Motter was
born at Williamsport, Washington County,
Maryland, January 19, 1852, and was just in

the prime of life and his powers when death
took him away. His parents were Isaac and
Mary (Snively) Motter, the former a native

of Emmetsburg, Maryland, and the latter born
near Greencastle, Pennsylvania. Isaac blotter

Sr. was a tanner, but subseciueutly sold that

business and moved to the farm where he
spent the rest of his years and which has
been the family homestead for several genera-
tions.

Isaac S. Motter grew up in a good home,
had a private tutor to look after his early

training, and finally entered Roanoke College
at Salem, Virginia, from which he was gradu-
ated with the degree Master of Arts. His law
studies were directed by Colonel Schley, an
uncle of the great American admiral at the
Battle of Santiago Bay. Colonel Schley had
his offices at Hagei-stown, Maryland. Mr.
Motter himself practiced for several j'ears in

Hagerstown, but on May 1, 1881, identified

himself with the City of Lima and practiced
there continuously for a quarter of a century.
He was senior member of the firm of Motter,
McKinzie & Wedock, and not only built up
a splendid private clientage but was also ac-

tive in local affairs. He served six years as

prosecuting attorney of Allen County. He
was a democrat and he and his wife were
members of St. Paul's Lutheran Church at

Lima, while in fraternal matters he was a
Mason and Odd Fellow. He was the first

president of the library here, and held the
office until his death.

On November 18, 1886, Mr. Motter married
Harriet Amelia Meiley. Mrs. Motter is the
daughter of John H. and Catherine (Fisher)
Meiley, her father born at Lebanon, Pennsyl-
vania, and her mother on a farm near Quincy,
Pennsylvania. They were married at MaiLS-

field, Ohio, and on October 7, 1844, John
Meiley located at Lima. For a time he was in

the foundry business with Senator John Sher-
man at Mansfield, and afterward had a weav-
ing establishment, and in later years followed
the same line at Lima. His brother Samuel
Meiley was the originator of a machine for
weaving carpets, and the two brothers were
associated in business manufacturing carpets
and coverlets. John Meiley retired from the
firm about 1850 and some years later he was
elected to the office of clerk of county court.

He made a splendid success in business,

though he started life as a poor man. He was
a democrat, a member of the ilasonie Order,
and he and his wife were Lutherans, his wife
being a charter member of Zion's Church.
Mr. and Mrs. Meiley had nine children, the
only survivor being Mrs. ^Motter. George
Meiley, her brother, was a prominent and well
known attorney of Lima, and died about 1894.

ilrs. Motter has one son. Benjamin Snively
Jlotter, who is now a student in the law de-

partment of the L^niversity of Michigan. Mrs.
Motter grew up in Lima, attended some of

the early public schools, and for j-ears has
been actively identified with the cause of the

Lutheran Church in that city.

C. L. Steer, M. D. A physician and sur-

geon whose work has brought him very favor-

able consideration in Lima during the past
seven years is Dr. C. L. Steer, a graduate of

Northwestern University Medical School in

Chicago, and who came to Lima with a very
broad and thorough training. He is a man of

the highest standing in his profession and is

also a popular citizen in the community.
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Doctor Steer is a native of Ohio, born in

Belmont County October 11, 1877. His par-

ents were L. B. and Hannah (Penrose) Steer.

The paternal grandfather was Israel Steer,

who moved from Pennsylvania to Belmont
County, Ohio, in early days. The maternal

grandfather Richard Penrose was a pioneer

settler in Morgan County, Ohio, and was a

devout Quaker. L. B. Steer was born in Bel-

mont County, Ohio, in September, 1844, and
is still living. He was married in Morgan
County to Miss Penrose who was born at

Pennsville in that county in 1842. She died

in October, 1907. L. B. Steer followed farm-

ing until quite recently and is now retired.

He and his family are all active members of

the Friends Church and in politics he has

favored the republican party. L. B. Steer and
wife were 'the parents of ten children, nine

of whom are still living : W. J., a farmer in

North Dakota ; R. A., a farmer, living in Bel-

mont County, Ohio; Dr. C. L. Steer; Emma
R., who lives with her brother on the farm;
Mary, whose home is in California, the widow
of Roan Bodenhamer ; Phoebe E., wife of Mr.

Gaskill, their home being in New Jersey;

Horace W., on a farm in Belmont County

;

Jason P., who lives in California and is now
taking a course in the Bible Institute in that

state ; and Grace Alma, wife of Mr. Smith, a

farmer in Harrison County, Ohio.

Doctor Steer spent his early life on a farm,

and his literary education was largely under
the direction of schools maintained by the

Friends Church. For a time he attended the

Friends Boarding School at Barnsville, and
then spent a year in Oberlin College. Doctor

Steer was graduated from the medical depart-

ment of Northwestern University at Chicago
on June 4, 1908, and as a further preparation

before taking up active practice was for a

vear connected with Hacklev Hospital at Mus-
kegon, Michigan. On July '30, 1909, he estab-

lished his home in Lima and bought o.ut the

practice of an older physician. With that as

his start, he has acquired by his own skillful

service a large business, and has prospered

from the beginning.

Dr. Steer was married in 1912 to Miss JIary

Yandeven. a native of Lima, daughter of AVil-

liam Yandeven, a railroad man of that city.

They have one child, Evelyn Marie, now two
years of age.

Doctor Steer is a member of the Allen

County and State Medical societies, the Amer-
ican Medical Association and the Northwest-

ern Ohio Medical Association. He is also

affiliated with the Knights of the Maccabees,
belongs to the Lima Club, and in politics is a
republican. In 1916 he was a\andidate on
the republican ticket for the office of coroner,

but was defeated in the general democratic
landslide in Ohio.

Walter B. Richie. For more than forty

years a member of the Allen County bar, and
also prominent as a banker, Walter B. Richie
is a native of Northwest Ohio and was born
in Yan Wert County January 24, 1851, a son
of John and Sarah (Eaton) Richie, who were
farming people.

Reared on a farm, with an education in the

district schools, he was soon led away from
the country to prepare himself for a profes-

sional career.

Admitted to the bar April 2, 1875, Mr.
Richie has now for more than forty years
practiced steadily, though his ability has also

enabled him to acquire substantial business

interests. For many years he was senior of

the firm of Richie & Richie which controlled

a large and representative practice and he
has also been president of the First National
Bank of Lima. He takes much interest in

fraternal affairs, being affiliated with the

Masons, the Independent Order of Odd Fel-

lows, the Knights of Pythias and the Improved
Order of Red Men. In politics he is a demo-
crat.

Mrs. Richie before her marriage was Cath-
erine Eaton, a daughter of Reason B. Eaton
of Bucyrus, Ohio. ilr. and Mrs. Richie are

members of the Presbyterian Church.

Emmet E. Fisher. Now giving all his time

to his duties as county recorder of Allen
County, with home at Lima, Mr. Fisher has

had a long and successful career in that city,

and while always prominent in local politics

has for the greater length of time been identi-

fied with business affairs. His family has

lived in Northwest Ohio since pioneer days,

and three generations have done their part

and contributed their lives and influence to

the improvement of material and social con;

ditions in this section of the state.
'

Mr. Fisher was born at Lima August 27,

1866, a son of James il. and Rachel (Nash)
Fisher. His grandfather Emanuel Fi.sher was
born in Perry County, Ohio, early in the last

century, and was a pioneer settler in Allen

County, where he served as one of the first

count.v treasurers. He was always active m
politics, and a citizen of more than ordinary
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prominence. The maternal grandfather of

Mr. Fisher was John Nash, also a pioneer of

Allen County. James M. Fisher was born in

Perry County, Ohio, but removed to Alien
County with his parents when he was quite

young. He acquired his education partly in

Perry and partly in Allen County, and after

attaining his majority he engaged in a manu-
facturing business at Lafayette, Ohio. Finan-
cial troubles overwhelmed him, but after 1872
he made a fresh start and succeeded in re-

couping himself before his death which oc-

curred in 1915. For nearly thirty years he
was associated in business with John Wlieeler.

He excelled as a penman, and was often em-
ployed for special work in the courthouse. He
always took an active part in democratic

circles, and was one of the trusted citizens of

the county. He and his family wei-e members
of the Lutheran Cliurcli. llis wife was
born in Allen County, Ohio, in 1846 and is

still living. They were married at Lafayette,

Ohio, in 1865. Their three children were

:

Emmet E., J. E., a lather and builder at

Lima ; and W. C, a merchant at St. Marys,
Ohio.

After getting his education in the public

schools of Lima, Emmet E. Fisher started out

as a grocery clerk. Having manifested much
interest from youth in politics, he also spent

four years as money order clerk in the post-

office. For over twenty-four years 'Sir. Fisher
was bookkeeper and office man for William
Tigner & Company, and had many of the

responsibilities of that large and well known
cigar manufacturers at Lima. From his work
there he was again called into practical poli-

tics, and in November. 1914, was elected

county recorder. He was installed in office in

September, 1915, and in November, 1916. was
again elected, the people of the county show-
ing their marked approval of his administra-

tion and the care and efficiency with which
he handled all the records and matters en-

trusted to' his official care.

In 1895 Mr. Fisher married Minta Roberts.

She was born in Allen County, a daughter of

F. M. Roberts, a farmer. Mr. and Mrs. Fisher
are the parents of three children : Harold
who completed his education in the high
school and also took a commercial college

course, is now stenographer in his father's

office in the courthouse. Margaret is a gradu-
ate of the Lima High School with the class of

1915, and has specialized in music. Grace is

still a student in high school. The family are
members of St. Paul's Lutheran Church and

Mr. Fisher is affiliated with the Protective
Home Circle.

Hon. Calvin S. Brice. Of those citizens of

Northwest Ohio whose names came to have
great significance in national afi'airs, one of

the most prominent was the late Calvin
Stewart Brice, who died at New York Decem-
ber 15, 1898. However, he had maintained
his home and legal residence at Lima until

his death, although his interests were widely
diversified, and he was a lawyer, railroad

manager and political leader of national repu-
tation.

He was born at Denmark, Ohio, September
17, 1845. His father, William Kirkpatrick
Brice, was a Presbyterian minister and his

mother was a woman of much intellectual

force and charm of character. In 1848 the

family removed to Columbus Grove in Put-
nam County, where Calvin Brice lived to the

age of thirteen under the home care of his

mother and the scholarly instruction of his

father. He then entered the preparatory
academy of iliami University at Oxford, but

his studies were interrupted in 1861 by the

Civil war.

He enlisted in Captain Dodd's University

Company, and was stationed at Camp Jack-

son at the state capital. In the fall he re-

turned to college, but in the next year enlisted

in what became Company A of the Eighty-

sixth Ohio Infantry. His captain was Prof.

R. W. McFarland, one of the most noted
mathematicians in the United States. The
summer of 1862 was spent in the Campaign
of West Virginia, and returning to Miami
University he was graduated in June. 1863.

About that time he identified himself with

Lima, where he was first known as a teacher

and also as an employe in the auditor's office.

He again returned to the war in July, 1864,

at the head of a company which he had re-

cruited, and he served as captain of Company
E, One Hundred and Eightieth Ohio Volun-
teer Infantry during some of the notable cam-
paigns in Virginia. Georgia, Tennessee and
the Carolinas until the end of the war. He
received promotion to lieutenant colonel but

was never mustered in with that rank.

In the fall of 1865. after the war. Mr. Brice

entered the law school of the University of

Michigan, and in the following year was ad-

mitted to practice. His first partnership was
with James Irvine at Lima, and for a dozen
years he was a local lawyer of marked ability

and prominence.
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H"0\vever, his energy soon became absorbed

in the promotion of railways, and he was let

into that field as a member of the legal depart-

ment of the old Lake Erie & Louisville Rail-

road. He became a stockholder in that road,

subsequently known as the Lake Erie & West-
ern, and was active in its development. He
also carried through successfully the great

Nickel Plate enterprise, and that brought him
wealth and a station of prominence more ttian

statewide. For years he was prominently con-

nected with numerous other railroads and liis

name is of special significance in coiniei'tion

with the railroad development of the South.

At Lima he organized and managed the Gas
Light Company ; reorganized and assumed the

controlling interest in the First National Bank
of Lima, and was also identified with the

Chase National Bank of New York and a lead-

ing spirit and director of the Southern Trust
Company.
No doubt he accomplished his greatest work

as a busmess iiiii

name has ;i hk

the title of S, lu

democrat, cou.sn

though to many people his

V f;m-iiliar nssdi'i.-ilioii with
(If iJricc. He \v;is ail active

•uous in the party for many
years, and was very prominent in the National
Convention of 1888 and in the following year
became cliairman of flie democratic national
comiiiiltrc. When his jiarty caiiH' into power
in Oliid \\v was I'lrctrd as till' Id'jiral choice for

Uuifed States senator and took his scat in the

Senate in 1891, serving until 1897, and he
lived only about a year after he left the

Senate. He was a member of the steering

committee of his party in the Senate, and bore

a very active part in national affairs during
the decade of the '90s. when the democrats
were in power in the National Legi.slafure.

On the campus of his alma mater, Miami
University, one of the buildings is known as

Brice Hall, which was named in his honor as

an alumnus and trustee and as a generous
donor to that school. He was vice president

of the Ohio Society in New York, and of the

Delta Kappa Epsilon Fraternity was a mem-
ber until his death. He was also a member of

the Manhattan, Lotus, Athletic and other

clubs of New York City.

In 1869 Mr-. Brice married Catherine Olivia

Meiley. At the time of his death he was sur-

vived by five children, three sons and two
daughters.

In a former History of Allen County Dr.
Charles C. Miller, the editor, presented an
interesting biography of Mr. Brice, and from
his article are taken several paragraphs that

will afford a better estimate as to his character
and an appropriate conclusion for this sketch.

"During Li Hung Chang's visit to the
United States he spent his time asking ques-
tions—all kinds of questions. He found in

Calvin S. Brice a man who could answer a
larger percentage of his cjuestions than any-
body else. In fact, Senator Brice was prob-
ably the best informed man, not only in a
general way, but as to particular localities, of

any man in the country. Even places tliat

he had never visited he "had informed himself
about. Li Hung Chang took a great fancy to

Senator Brice and sought his company on
every ]iossilile occasion. Being impressed with
the railroad development of this country, he
sought to interest Senator Brice and did so,

the result being that the senator started out
to organize a syndicate to be composed of fifty

persons, each of wliom should subscribe .$5,000

for till' piii'iinsi' (if a jireliminary survey for a
railrcad in ( 'liina. The senator did not crowd
the .subsi-ripfidii (incsfinn nor did he allot

places in the syiuiicafc until after iiiaii>- times
the number df men t,. Inrm the syndieale had
indicated a desire to .join. It prolialily repre-

sented the most wealth of any syndicate that

was ever organized in this or any other coun-
try, embracing a number of London and Paris
bankers as well as the leading financial inter-

ests of this country. In a word, it was a syn-
dicate exactly to his liking and choosing. Its

formation gave him as great pleasure as any
one thing of the later years of his life and ita

prompt carrying into completion was pre
vented first by the death of Senator Brice and
later by the death of Li Hung Chang. In the

proposition he had Li Hung Chang's endorse-

ment and hearty support and had both lived

there would have been no halting in the early
completion of this great enterprise in China.

At the time of his death he had quite full.v

matured plans for a seaboard outlet for the
Lake Erie & Western Railroad, diverging at

Bluffton over the Northern Ohio, via Akron
and Youngstown to the East.-

"Mr. Brice commenced life a poor boy,
with only a sound constitution, an active, in-

cisive mind, and genuine brand of American
grit. He knew tlie value of an education, and
he obtained it. He was not an orator, but no
man ever put more common sense or business

energy in a five-minute talk: and in thirty

minutes at a meeting of railroad directors he
would transact business involving the expend-
iture of millions. He never failed to answer
a letter and to answer it promptly—punctual-
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ity and directness were rules of his life.

When the writer of this sketch once asked him
to aid a young man in the South who was
struggling to a legal competency, but one

question was asked, 'Is he honest?' Upon re-

ceiving a strong affirmative answer, Mr. Brice

turned to his stenographer, and in one sen-

tence directed work for the young man which

gave him a legal prominence which he enjoys

today.

"Mr. Brice never forgot a friend, and in

this may he seen the main element of his suc-

cess. He had no time or desire to punish an

enemy, if he had one. When urged not to

recognize a man who had vigorously opposed

him in a political convention, Mr. Brice re-

plied, 'Life is too short,' and the gentleman

was accorded the same courtesy as any other

man in the convention. He had the power of

self-control to a remarkable degree, and when
he turned from his office to his home, or his

fi-iends, Inisiness care was put aside, and there

environed by the love of family in his palatial

home, he was delighted by the grace of culture,

and the beauty of art, and there his friends

were also welcome."

Aarox a. Ballmer. Since the beginning

of settlement in Henry County many worthy

families have expended their Ijest energies in

producing the results now seen on every hand
—the making of farms out of the wilderness,

the building of roads, the founding of schools

and churches, and the development of towns

and cities, commerce and transportation, and
all the other factors that enter into a populous

and highly civilized community. Of the older

families who are still represented in the rnunty

hardly any antedate in point of settlt-ini'iit

the Ballmers, who are of substantial Swiss

stock and have been here fully seventy years.

It was in 1845 that a family party, compris-

ing ten or twelve, set out from Switzerland,

crossing the ocean in sailing vessels, and after

forty days landed in New York City. From
there they came on to Fairfield County, Ohio,

but in 1846 they arrived as a family in Rich-

field Township 'of Henry County. Their first

home was on section 1. The land was covered

with brush and timber, much of it swampy
and undrained. There were no roads except

trails, and there were few houses in the county

at the time that boasted of more conveniences

than the typical log cabins of the pioneer days.

The head of the family when it came to

America was John Jacob Ballmer, Sr. He
and his good wife spent their last years in

Henry County, and died before they reached
the age of sixty. The last of their children

to die was Margaret, wife of Jacob Haas, re-

siding on a farm in Wood County. She died
March 26, 1917, aged seventy-five years. Most
of the other children lived to grow up and
marry, and two of the sons, August and
Aaron, were soldiers in the Civil war, August
fell before a hostile bullet, while Aaron sus-

tained physical injuries bj' his service from
which he died not long after his return from
the war, leaving a widow and two children.

John Jacob Ballmer, Jr., was born in Swit-

zerland September 11, 1827, and was eight-

een years of age when he came to America.
He was the eldest child in the famil.y. He
was able to do a man's part in the clearing

up of the old homestead in Henry County,
and in 1853 he married and set up a home for

himself. His wife was Barbara C. Maier, who
was born in Wuertemberg, Germany, in 1834.

When she was four years of age she came
with her parents, Gottlieb and Barbara (Good-
year) Maier, to the United States and to Henry
County. However, the Maier family lived for

a time in Fairfield County and then settled

in Damascus Township of Henry County,
where they cleared up a substantial farm and
improved it with good buildings, Gottlieb

Maier died in 1885, just six days short of his

eighty-fifth birthday. His widow died five

years later, when eighty-seven. They were
members of the Reformed Church. Mrs. John
J. Ballmer is still living, at the age of eighty-

two, and makes her home with her youngest

daughter, Mrs. Nelson JlcClure. She is a mem-
ber of the Lutheran Church. John J. Ballmer,

Jr., was an active and successful farmer, and
followed his vocation until he retired in 1892

to -McClure, where he died in 1900. He was
a good citizen, always ready to join with his

neighbors in carrying out any local improve-

ments, such as the building of a church, the

maintenance of a school or the improving of

a road. He was a democrat, and filled for

years such offices as tov^Tiship clerk and justice

of the peace. His religion was that of the

Lutheran Church.
Aaron A. Ballmer, who was born in Rich-

field Township, Henry County, -November 11,

1860. was one of eight children. The oldest,

Mary A,, is the wife of Martin Miller, and

lives in Damascus Township on a farm, and
is the mother of eight children, Charles lives

in Toledo. Doctor Emil, who died December
20, 1916, was a physician of high standing at

Columbus Grove. lie was married and left
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two sons. August, who has a jrarage at Loma,
( 'dlorado. is married and lias two sons. .Jacob

is a gifted student and educator, was for fif-

teen years connected with the Detroit High
School and is now at Oak Harbor, Ohio, near
Toledo, and is happily married and has two
sons and one daughter. Frank, who lives in

Detroit, has two sons and a daughter still

living. Hc'i-tli.-i iiiai'i'ird \Villi:iiii \rl'<on, who
is a pharni:icist and ucin'fal iiicivhaiit at Mc-
Clnre. Ohio, and they lunc .seven sous.

While a boy growing up on the old home-
stead in Richfield Township, Aaron A. Ball-

mer made the best use of his opportunities

to get an education in the local schools, and
he also applied himself vigorously to such
tasks as were assigned him on the home farm.

Thus when he arrived at manhood he was well

equiiiped for the career which he had marked
out for himself in the world, and for the past

thii'ty-five years, since ISSl, has been one of

the practical and progressive farmers of the

county. His homestead comprises 100 acres

of some of the best land in Henry County,
and he has shown a great di-al of thrift and
ability in managing the resources of the soil

and in keeping his improvements up to date

atuLin line with the most advanced progress

in farming methods. He raises not only good
crops but some stock. Among the improve-
ments on his farm is a substantial barn 34 by
40 feet, and a modern home with such con-

veniences as bath and hot and cold water and
lighted bv acetelyne.

Mr. Ballmer was married in Putnam
County, Ohio, to ilis-s Barbara Sutter, who
was born there April 21, 1863. Her parents

were Henry and jMargaret (Wahl) Sutter.

Her father, a native of Switzerland, came to

the United States in 1844 and was married in

Putnam County, Ohio. He lived for a number
of years in Fairfield County, and died at the

age of fifty-seven. His widow, still active at

the age of seventy-four, resides at Leipsic,

Ohio.

Mr. Ballmer is a democratic voter, and he

and his family are member.? of the Lutheran
Church. He and his wife have worked hard
not only to gain a home for themselves, but

also to furnish a proper environment and
advantages for their growing children. Their

oldest child. Claude, is the wife of George
Fister. a farmer in Richfield Township.
Anthon. aged twenty-eight, was educated in

the public schools, and married Gladys Nulton.

of Richfield Township, who died at the age of

twenty-three, leaving one daughter, Evelyn

G., who was born April 9, 1914. Elmer, Ruby
and Claribel ilae are all at home, the youngest
still pursuing her studies.

Lillian ^Iinerva Bau.ey Colt, the
youngest daughter of the late John Noble
Bailey, pioneer banker and business man of
Spencerville, was born in Spencerville and
has spent her life in that fine old rdimiiiinity.

On April 11, 1900, she married Hurt Uniry
Colt, who was born near Waterford, I'eunsyi-

vania, and who died March 15, 1916. when
forty-four years of age. He was reared on a
farm, was educated in Waterford Academy,
and came in 1899 to Spencerville and engaged
with the Supply Company. Mr. Colt was a

leading oil operator in the Ohio fields and was
manager of the National Supply Company at

Spencerville. For two years he served as
chairman of the board of public improvements
of Spencerville. He was a republican.
Mr. and Mr.s. Colt have three children

:

Andrew Bailey, John Mack and Bert Howard.
Mrs. Colt is a member of the Methodist
Church.

Herman D. Rehberg. Through the enter-

prise of certain individuals, industries were
founded many years since on the fertile

islands lying in Lake Erie, on the coast of

Ohio, which have become vastly important
and from which large revenues are realized
by the landowners. Perhaps no one man de-
serves more credit for much of the prosperity
now existing on Middle Bass Island, than the
late William Rehberg, who not only was one
of the first permanent settlers but is distin-

guished as the pioneer grape grower, setting

out the first vines on iliddle Bass. This was
not only the foundation stone of his own for-

tune but of an industry that now profitably
engages, during the season, the activities of
the majority of the permanent residents. His
only son, Herman D. Rehberg, is one of the
substantial and representative men of Middle
Bass at the present time.

William Rehberg, locally known as

"Count" Rehberg, and quite po.ssibly deserv-
ing the title, was born in Mecklenburg, Ger-
many. The name of his father was John
Rehberg. Prior to coming to the United
States, in 1854, William Rehberg had become
a skilled gun and locksmith and for some time
he continued work at his trade at ]\lcCutchin-
ville. Ohio, where he lived for a period, and at

Cedar Point, but it is probable that this kind
of work was done as a recreation in those
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days, because it was of such superior meclian-

ism and such fine finish that considerable time

must have been consumed in completing such
artistic work as shown by the samples that are

carefully preserved by his son. One of these

is a particularly heavy rifle, beautifully inlaid

with silver, originally completed with a flint

lock but later changed to more modern form.

It was ordered by an Indian chief l)ut the lat-

ter never appeared with sufficient money to

pay for it and fortunately it never left Mr.
Rehberg's possession. That he did not give

constant attention to his trade is inferred be-

cause he so soon became identified with other

undertakings in the new land in which he had
decided to make his home.

First, Mr. Rehberg made trips among the

islands and ere long went into the fishing busi-

ness at Cedar Point. At that time Middle
Bass Island was owned by ilr. Rivera and it

was from this capitalist that William Rehberg
purchased fifty acres on the western part of

Middle Bass, known as Sugar Point, on ac-

count of the groves of sugar maples growing
there. This tract of fifty acres was the first

purchase of land made by any settler on Mid-
dle Bass. Mr. Rehberg brought his family
with him and their residence was established

on January 19, 1858.

Later, in partnership with Andrew Wehrle,
George Cowell and John Lutes, he purchased
the whole of the island comprising about 850
acres, but he retained his original purchase of

fifty acres as his homestead. One object in

locating here was because of the fine fishing

facilities and as soon as well established he
started a fishery of his own, continuing the

industry as a private enterprise for many
years and giving employment to a number of

men.
The purchase of the island proved an excel-

lent business investment for the discovery had
been made that the soil and climate of the.se

islands was extremely suitable for fruit

growing, particularly for grape culture, and
in a comparatively slinrt time the owners of
the whole of Middle Bass were alile to dispose

of the land profitably in small tracts of ten,

fifteen and twenty acres, for vineyard pur-
poses. On his own tract Mr. Rehberg made
the first experiment on the island, bearing
abundantly, some from the very roots that Mr.
Rehberg planted with such hope .some fifty

years ago. His success gave great encourage-
ment to others and soon the grape growing
industry was well founded. In 1869 he erected
the first wine cellar on the island and started

pressing his own grapes, producing a product
that carried his name favorably all over this

section, making at that time from 10,000 to

20,000 gallons annually. He continued in the

business until within a few j-ears of his death
when he and son practically discontinued the

pressing of grapes.

When Mr. Rehberg built his wine cellar he
erected a public hall above it, but soon found
it inadequate and enlarged it in 1875 and put
up the present commodious building with
modern facilities in 1874. When the Toledo
& Lake Erie Fishing & Boating Association

was organized, he gave them land on Sugar
Point for their clubhouse site, and later, when
it became a popular resort for the families of

the club members, he divided several acres

there and sold lots for cottages to individuals,

thus making the present Middle Bass Club lo-

cation the exclusive territory it now is. He
was deeply interested in everything that ad-

vanced the good name and prosperity of these

islands. A democrat in politics, he took part

in all local matters because of his public spirit,

and he served on the school board and was the

first trustee of Middle Bass.

In family life William Rehberg measured
up to every standard and happiness ever pre-

vailed in the domestic circle. Three children

of the five born reached maturity, they being

:

Mar}', who is the widow of John Runkel, of

Middle Bass ; Herman D. ; and Ida, who is the

widow of Augiist Schmidt, of Sandusky, Ohio.

When the Rehbergs came first to the

island it was so thickly wooded that no space

was large enough on which to erect a cottage

and I\Ir. Rehberg was obliged to cut down
twenty-two trees before he could get a spot

large enough on which to build his cabin. On
this place his wife died in 1897 and his death

followed in 1899 and they were laid to rest on
the home grounds on Jliddle Bass in his fam-
ily vault. He was a member of the Order of

Druids, Independent Order of Odd Fellows,

and belonged to the advanced branches of

Masonry, was already honored with the thirty-

second degree and had he lived one year
longer, would have received the unusual thir-

ty-third degree.

Herman D. Rehberg was born in Sandusky,
Ohio, June 2, 1857. During his father's life

he was closely associated with him and at the

age of seventeen years was practically in

charge of the hall his father had erected.

Since his father's death he has continued the

vineyard but has done comparatively little

wine pressing, disposing of the grapes from
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his eighteen-acre vineyard as they are picked.

In 1893 he bought the homestead and grows
other fruit than grapes and raises general

farm crops on a part of the land.

In 1882 ]\Ir. Rehberg was married to Miss
Pauline Hoover, of Port Clinton, Ohio. In
1884 he purchased a 10-aere orange grove on
Drayton Island, situated in the St. John's
River, Florida, but has reduced his acreage in

this fruit to six acres, having lost considerably

in the venture when the unprecedented
"freeze" killed so many of the orange-grow-
ers' trees. Politically he is a democrat and
has served on the board of education and in

other public offices. He is a man of wide busi-

ness experience and keeps thoroughly in-

formed not only of outside markets but of

doings and conditions all over the United
States, having visited almost every interesting

section at one time or another during the

winter seasons. He visited California in 1882,

before he married. An echo of Civil war days
may be found in the family history. The
father of Mr. Rehberg and his sister Mary
were passengers of the Philo Parsons at the

time the vessel was captured, when the plot

formed to liberate the Confederate prisonei-s

held on Johnson's Island, came so near suc-

cess. No injury was incurred by either Jlr.

Rehberg or his daughter.

Charles E. Gordon, part proprietor and
manager of "Gordon's," one of the oldest

ladies' wear and cloak and suit houses of Han-
cock County, has inherited much of the busi-

ness genius of his father, the late Israel

Gordon.
The capacity of the late Israel Gordon for

commercial enterprise amounted practically

to genius. His was not a spectacular career

so much as it was a success won by early self

denial and unremitting energies, and a steady

climb, often against adversities and over ob-

stacles, to the pinnacle of merchandising pros-

perity. He was a native of Ru.ssia, emigrated
to America at the age of fourteen, and though
a stranger in a strange land he at once began
selling goods as a pack peddler. His first loca-

tion was near Bolivar, New York. He worked
hard and long, was thrifty of his earnings,

and finally accumulated a modest capital.

That together with such credit as he could
obtain from the wholesale merchants, he used
to open a store at Bolivar. Hardly had the

stock of goods been displayed before the build-

ing caught fire and burned down, and as there

was no insurance he found his savings swept
away and owing a debt of $1,300.

Undispirited by this heavy calamity, Israel

Gordon came to Findlay, Ohio, thirty-one

years ago» He opened a stock of general dry
goods in the Kimmel Building. From the
start he was successful. After five years in

the first location he had advanced so far as

to purchase the block now called Gordon's
Block, across the street from the present loca-

tion of the business which bears his name.
There he continued actively as a merchant
until his death in 1912. In the meantime his

enterprise had also been extended by the

establishment of a branch store at Upper San-
dusky, but after a short time he discontinued
it. Israel Gordon married Etta Weiner, who
is now living in New York City. The children

were: Nathan B., an attorney at Cleveland;
William H., a physician at the University
Hospital in Ann Ar1)or, Michigan ; Charles
E., a merchant ; Rii'hard E., a student in

Columbia University at New York City; and
Lillian R. and lllaiirh R.. who are students in

the Benjamin Dean Sdinol at New York City.

Mr. Charles Iv (Jorddii, though only twenty-
four years of age. has made a splendid record
as administrator of the store and business

established by his father, and his future is a
bright outlook. The Gordon business now
has branch stores at Lima and Piqua, Ohio,

and Mr. Gordon plans a gradual extension of

the business to include many such stores. In

fact he regards as his trade territory the en-

tire northwestern section of Ohio.

He was reared and educated in Findlay, at-

tending the grammar and high schools. He is

unmarried, is independent in politics, and is

affiliated with the Benevolent and Protective

Order of Elks.

Miner Albert Atmur. As an active mem-
ber of the Allen County bar for nearly a
((uarter of a century. Jliner Albert Atmur
wields an influence at Lima that only men of

strength and character can exercise in a com-
munity. He comes of Revolutionary stock on
both sides of the family, and is a direct de-

scendant of the Englisli Marshall family of
which Chief Justice John ilarshall was the
illustrious head, and is connected with the

old and honored Berkley, Marshall and New-
man families of Virginia, and descends from
Capt. John Marshall, who came to America
in 1650. The Berkley family once owned
the property on which is now situated Arling-
ton Cemetery, at Washington, D. C.



1692 HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO

The original English spelling of the Atmur
name was Atmore, but succeeding generations

have adopted its present form. Marshall

Atmur, the father of iliner A., was bom near

Bridgeport, Harrison County, Virginia, No-

vember 29, 1828, of English, Irish and High-

land Scotch ancestors. He came from
Virginia to Ohio, settling first in Champaign
County in 1834 and in Allen County in 1848,

where he passed the rest of his active life in

agricultural pursuits. Mrs. Atmur, who bore

the maiden name of Elizabeth Hoffman, was
born in York County, Pennsylvania. March
30, 1833, a daughter of Nicholas and Elizabeth

(Gotwald) Hoffman.
Miner Albert Atmur received his early edu-

cation in the public schools, this being supple-

mented by special courses, and after reading

law in the office of James 0. Ohler, was
admitted to the Ohio bar, March 6, 1890. For
21/2 years thereafter he was engaged in repre-

senting the holders of leases on oil and gas

properties in Indiana, Ohio and West Vir-

ginia, as an attorney, and in 1892 returned to

Lima, and formed a partnership with James
0. Ohler in the practice of law. This associa-

tion continued until 1895. when Mr. Atmur
became justice of the peace, for the City of

Lima, a position which he held for six years,

and during that time acted also as United
States commissioner for the Northern District

of Ohio.

Mr. Atmur is a progressive republican,

holds membership in the Allen County Bar
Association, the Allen County Historical So-

ciety and the Sons of the American Revolu-

tion, and is a thirty-second degree and Knight
Templar ]\Iason. He was born on a farm in

Allen County, November 23, 1865, and was
married at Lima, August 17, 1893, to Miss

Henrietta ]\Iary Hageman, daughter of Joseph
and Henrietta A. C. Hageman, formerly of

Putnam County, Ohio. They have one son,

Loren Miner, born December 14, 1900, who is

attending the Lima High School.

Edward Warren Misamore, M. D. His
work as a physician has made Edward War-
ren Misamore well known in several parts of

Northwest Ohio. He is now enjoying a suc-

cessful practice at Findlay. He is a man of

high ideals in the profession, and not only has
the experience but the native accomplishments
and the thoi-ough training which are the pre-

requisites of large success in this branch of

professional service.

He was born in Delaware Township of

Hancock County :May 28, 1877. a son of

Michael and Harriet (Greer) Misamore. His
father was a farmer in Hancock County. As
a boy Doctor ilisamore attended the Mount
Blanchard common and high schools and spent

four years of his early career as a teacher in

the public schools of Hancock, Henry and
W^yandot counties.

In 1902 he entered the Ohio Medical Col-

lege at Columbus and remained there until he
graduated M. D. with the class of 1906. For
the following eight years he was in successful

practice at Cygnet, in Wood County, Ohio,

and while there was appointed and served two
years as coroner.

In 1914 Doctor ]\Iisamore gave up his profit-

able business in Wood County and spent a

year in post-graduate studies. Six months
of this time were spent in the Ohio State

University at Columbus, with special attention

to surgery and diagnosis, and the balance of

the time at John Hopkins University in Bal-

timore. On October 23, 1915, he located at

Findlay, and in this larger city his talents

have already gained wide appreciation. He
is now physician to the board of health of

Findlay. Politically he is an independent
republican and fraternally is identified with

the Masonic Order, the Benevolent and Pro-

tective Order of Elks and the Loyal Order of

Moose.
In October, 1906, he married Alta Jackson,

daughter of Daniel Jackson. Mrs. ]Misamore

died in May, 1907. In 1912 he married Mary
ilyers, daughter of Samuel and Laura Myers
of Cygnet, Ohio. Her father was a successful

merchant of Cygnet. Doctor and Mrs. Misa-

more have one son, Darwin, born in May,
1914.

Oliver Henry Saunders, M. D.. began the

practice of medicine twenty-five years ago,

and since 1900 has been in the enjoyment of a

large practice and much prestige as a physi-

cian and surgeon at Findlay.

In ancestry he represents the English Puri-

tan and the Pennsylvania German stock. He
was bom at Benton Ridge, Ohio, March 22,

1864, a son of Thomas J. and Hannah Lu-
cretia (Ballardl Saunders. He made the best

of his early advantages, and at the age of six-

teen was qualified to teach in a country school.

For nine years he was one of the ablest teach-

ers in Hancock County. He was not content

to follow in the beaten track of that profes-

sion, but instituted many reforms and methods
to stimulate the interest and co-operation of
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his pupils, and thus did a great work among
the schools where he was employed. He sel-

dom resorted to punishment, and his almost

invariable rule was kindness and courtesy in

the treatment of his pupils, all of whom be-

came his fast and loyal friends.

In 1877 the Saunders family moved to

Findlay, and Doctor Saunders there began

the study of medicine under Doctor Galloway,

whose pupil he remained three years. In

1888 he entered the Ohio Medical College, and
in 1891 w^as graduated M. D. from the Uni-

versity at Cincinnati.

After two years of practice with his former
preceptor Doctor Galloway he went to West
Independence, Ohio, and remained there eight

years. Since 1900 he has lived in Findlay.

Doctor Saunders is thoroughly devoted to

his profession, but is equally so to his family,

friends and the pleasures of outdoor life. He
is a great lover of flow-ers, and is also an ardent

fisherman. He has a cottage at Green Lake,

Michigan, and spends a part of every year

there.

hi 1892 he married Anna E. Winbigler,

whose father was a minister in Maryland.
Dr. and Mrs. Saiinders have a son Ralph, who
was born in 1893 and is now a senior in the

medical department of the Ohio State Uni-

versity. They also have a daughter ]\Iarie

Lucretia. born in 1899, and now a student in

the Findlay High School. Doctor Saunders
served as a member of the Findlay Board of

Education from 1901 to December, 1911, and
for four years of that time was secretary of

the board. He is affiliated with the Tribe of

Ben Hur and with the Benevolent and Pro-

tective Order of Elks.

Joseph H. Bishop has been for many years

and still is one of the high pressure farmers
of Northwest Ohio, a man whose success in

life is based iipon substantial and unusual
achievements in his fields and in the prompt
and efficient handling of the multitude of

duties which are part of a farmer's life.

]\Ir. Bishop is a champion gi'ower of the

great native American crop which the Indians
introduced to the knowledge of Europeans

—

"the golden corn within whose yellow heart

there is of health and strength for all the

nations." What Mr. Bishop has done in this

line is in a fair way of duplication and en-

largement by his industrious and sturdy sons,

three of whom have been successively prize

winners in the boys' corn crop contest and
have had a chance to see the capital of the

United States and enlarge their vision of the

true value and meaning of agriculture by trips

granted them as prizes to Washington, District

of Columbia, where they attended as delegates

the King Corn Convention. One of his sons

obtained the phenomenal yield of 119 bushels

to a single acre. These boy corn growers when
they attend the convention at Washington are

objects of special interest in the national city

and have many favors shown them, usually

being received by the President. One of Mr.
Bishop's sons was a successful contestant in

the year 1913, another came along with the

prize exhibit in 1914, while the third son was
a prize winner for 1916.

The homestead and the center of the Bishop
family activities is on section 36 of Marion
Township in Henry County. i\Ir. Bishop is

the owner of 320 acres of some of the finest

land to be found in Northwest Ohio. It is

nearly all improved and drained, and the 320

acres is divided into two complete farms, each

with a set of buildings including modern and
substantial houses and barns. He also has

eight}' acres in Bartlow Township of the same
county, and that is a completely equipped farm
by itself. Mr. Bishop not only grows the finest

corn in Henry County but produces all the

other cereals. As a general farmer he has like-

wise kept improving his stock, and while the

chief factor in his success has undoubtedly
been experience he has always shown a willing-

ness to learn from others and is a scientific

farmer in the best sense of that term. His
fame as a corn grower has spread over several

states. His corn- has taken local prizes in

state and county fairs, and his exhibit was
awarded a gold prize at the Omaha Exhibi-

tion in 1899.

Mr. Bishop has lived in Marion Township
since before the close of the Civil war and
grew- to maturity on the farm he now owns.

He was l)orn in Crawford County, Ohio, Sep-

tember l-t, 1859, and was a child when his

parents removed to Henry County and se-

cured their farm on the Ridge Road, one of

the most noted thoroughfares in Northwest
Ohio. His parents, Joseph and Eliza (Cole)

Bishop, were born in Ohio, and were married

in Crawford Coiinty where eight of their nine

chldren were born. Joseph Bishop had about
eighteen acres of land in Crawford County
and in order to provide more generous oppor-

tunities and privileges for his children he

traded that land, with some additional cash,

for 160 acres in Henry County. He was a

man of sturdy mold and after the conflict with
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pioneer conditions which took his energies for

a number of years he lived in the enjoyment

of a substantial success and prosperity, and

attained long life. He was eighty-seven when
he died March 18, 1911, having been born

January 1, 1823, iu Ashlaud County. • He went

with his parents to Crawford County when he

was thirteen years of age. His wife died in

Henry County March 31, 1901. She was

reared a member of the Methodist Church,

while he was a Lutheran, and at the time of

their death they were members of the Evan-

gelical Church. Joseph Bishop was a demo-

crat and had served as town trustee.

Joseph H. Bishop was the second in a family

of three sons and six daughters. Two of the

daughters died after they married, leaving

children, while the other seven are still alive,

all of them farming people, and all but one

have children.

Joseph H. Bishop was married in Putnam
County, Ohio, twenty-seven years ago to Miss

Nancy Casteel. She was born in that county

June" 22, 1868, and was reared and educated

there and was a teacher before her marriage.

Her parents were Andrew and Margaret

(Sterrett) Casteel, both natives of Licking

County where they were married, but soon

afterwards moved to Putnam County and ac-

quired a tract of laud in a wild part of Liberty

Township. Ilcr fatlier Andrew Casteel is still

living on his old farm in Putnam County, past

eightv-three years of age, and is up and doing

in spite of his years. His wife died there in

November, 1906. Andrew Casteel was a loyal

soldier in an Ohio regiment, enlisting from

Licking County, and tliough in the army for

four years and a participant in many hard

fought battles came out without a scratch.

Mr. and ]\Irs. Bishop are not yet old people,

have the promise of many useful years before

them, and are now in a position to enjoy their

well earned success and share their experience

with their children. Their oldest child,

Minnie, was graduated from the Deshler High

School, taught school for five years, and is

now the wife of Harry H. Townsend, who is

president of an oil and gas company at Leipsic,

Ohio. Orlo E., who is twenty-four years of

age, has had a grade school education, and is

now living on his father's farm in Bartlow

Township. He married Sheila Hoskins, of

Putnam County. Orlo was the winner of the

1913 corn contest, and was the first of the

sons to enjoy the pleasure of a trip to Wash-

ington as a delegate to corn convention. Ina

E.. the next of the children, was educated in

the high school and married Alfred S. Warren
of Putnam County. They now live on her

grandfather's old homestead and are the

parents of three children, Serge, Evelyn Eliza-

beth and Joseph. Amos C, now past twenty

years of age, is still at home with his father

and was the winner of the corn contest in

1914. Wvly G., aged eighteen, was the prize

winner for 1916. Homer il., the youngest, is

fifteen years of age, is still in school, and is

also looking forward to the distinctions which

his brothers have won as sturdy and able

young agriculturists. Mr. and ^Mrs. Bishop

"are members of the Christian Church, and Mr,

Bishop is a democrat.

Geoege Emerson Harper, D. D. S., now one

of the leading dentists of Findlay, has been

actively identified with his profession for

more "than fifteen years and is also well

known in Northwest Ohio as a newspaper

publisher.

He was born in Jackson County, Ohio, in

what is known as the Hanging Rock Iron Re-

gion, October 12, 1870. His parents were J.

Charles and Mary Jane Harper. His father,

of Scotch-Irish ancestry, was a school teacher

bv profession and served long and faithfuUy

as a soldier of the Union during the Civil war.

He was corporal for a time, and was finally

appointed captain of a company in a negro

regiment. His death occurred at Colton,

Ohio, December 21, 1893, and the widowed

mother is now living at Wellston.

One of a family of eight children, and born

in a log cabin, "Doctor Harper received his

early training in the public schools of Liberty

and" then entered the Colton Normal School

at Colton. training himself for educational

work. Receiving his teacher's certificate in

1892, he taught two years in Pike County and

also had charge of the ninth grade of the Cen-

tral Public School at Wellston.

He began the study of dentistry under Doc-

tor Fitzpatrick. witli whom he remained five

months, and in 1896 entered the Cincinnati

College of Dental Surgery, from which he was

graduated in 1899. For eleven years Doctor

Harper had his ofBce and enjoyed a large

clientage at Forest in Hardin County, Ohio,

From there he came to Findlay in August,

1910, and his prestige as an able dentist fol-

lowed him to the larger city where he now has

a large practice.

For many years Doctor Harper has been

activelv identified with newspaper work. In

1900 h"e bought the Advertiser at Forest, and

in 1914 bought the Review and consolidated
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the two papers under the present name Forest
Review and Advertiser, of which he is now
sole proprietor. Doctor Harper is known
among his associates as a very hard worker.

He is independent in politics, a member of

the First ]\Iethodist Episcopal Church at

Findlaj^ and is affiliated with the ^Masonic

Order and the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows.

August Frederick William Gohlke is a

successful young business man of Findlay.
and has marched through difficulties and han-
dicaps to his present position. He is now
member of the firm of Evans & Gohlke, gen-

eral grocers, at 315 North ilain Street.

Thougli his life since early childhood has
been spent in America, Mr. Gohlke was born
in Stettin, Prussia, in 1888, a son of William
and ]\lary (Wilke) Gohlke. His father was a

wagon maker in Germany and made many
vehicles of that kind almost entirely by hand.
When the son August F. was four years of

age the family came to America, locating at

once in Findlay. Here the father assisted in

building the Toledo & Ohio Central Railway.
Mr. Gohlke grew up in Findlay and was in

public school until fourteen years of age. He
was then stricken with a severe illness which
left him practically an invalid for four years.

As soon as he was able to work he became
clerk in the grocery house of Karst, Wise &
Company. He spent three years with that

firm and then continued clerking until he had
gone the rounds of nearly all the better known
grocers of the city. He remained from a year
to three years in each place, and all the time
he was thriftily saving his money and improv-
ing his experience with a view to engaging in

business for himself.

His opportunity came when lie and Carl
Smith opened a grocery store under the name
Smith & Gohlke. This firm enjoyed a pros-

perous business from the start and in April,

1916, Mr. E. W. Evans bought the interests

of Smith and the firm has since been Evans &
Gohlke.

Mr. Gohlke is an independent republican,
and is a member of the German Lutlieran
Church, in which his father served as deacon
for twelve years. He is a member of Findlay
Lodge, No. 227, Free and Accepted Masons.

Hexry Andrew Kilmer. The Gordon
Lumber Company of Oak Harbor is one of

the largest and most vigorous enterprises cf

the kind in Northwest Ohio outside of Toledo.

It is the outgrowth of the early enterprise of

Washington Gordon, who many years ago
establisluxl the first sawmill in Oak Harbor.
Subsequently the business was conducted as

W. Gordon & Company, while in 1903 it was
incorporated as The Gordon Lumber Com-
pany, and this in turn in 1907 was succeeded
by The Gordon Lumber, Basket & Manufac-
turing Company. In 1916 the company sold

the manufacturing end of the business and
resumed its former name of The Gordon Ijum-

ber Company.
When Mr. Gorgon first established the saw-

mills he employed them for sawing up the

enormous quantities of hardwood timber
which came oft' the lands of Northwest Ohio
as they were being cleared up for agricultural

purposes. Only a comparatively small area

of such timber still remains in this section of

the state. Much of the products of the old

mills were shipped to eastern markets and to

points along the Great Lakes, and the business

was chiefly of a wholesale character. Today
Tht> (ioi'ddii Lumber Company is exclusively

retail iind Mip|ilii's lumber and builders' mate-
rial in ils \ai'ii)us forms to a large, and increas-

ing trade. The company also handles both
anthracite and bituminous coal, and that is

now a valuable adjunct to the other interests

The company maintains yards at Oak Harbor,
Limestone, Swanton, and Fremont the main
offices being at Oak Harbor. It has a capital

stock of $150,000, and officers are: William
Gordon, president; Charles Roose, vice presi-

dent ; F. A. Kilmer, secretary and treasurer

;

H. A. Kilmer, general manager.
For a number of years Henry Andrew Kil-

mer supplied much of the practical sen.se and
skill and business enthusiasm to the growth
and development of this prominent industry,

and at the same time he has fitted himself

into much of the civic life of Oak Harbor.
Born in Cleveland, Ohio, IMarch 1, 1862, he

is a son of Henry and Kunigunde (Schuch-
hart) Kilmer. His father was a painter and
decorator by trade. Henry A. Kilmer was
educated in the 'public and parochial schools.

For a time he operated a drug store at Wil-

liston, Ohio. In 1887 he established his home
in Oak Harbor, and for three yeai-s was in

the drug business. In 1890 he entered the

employ of W. Gordon as manager of the saw-
mills. These mills were then sawing up great

quantities of timber used in railway construc-

tion work. The Gordon mills sawed the white
pine used by the Nickel Plate Railway along
its route as far west as Chicago, and also the



HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO

timbers for the Lake Shore & Michigan South-
ern and the Wheeling & Lake Erie road.

For two terms Mr. Kilmer served as town
and township clerk and has served for a num-
ber of years as member of the city council.

He is an active democrat in politics and in

1904 was a delegate to the national conven-

tion of that partj^

On November 17, 1887, at Oak Harbor he
married Miss Nora Gordon, a daughter of

Washington Gordon and a sister of Congress-
man Gordon of Cleveland. They are the par-

ents of three children. William Frederick is

a traveling lumber salesman. Lawrence Otto
is with the lumber company at Oak Harbor.
Evangeline Florence is now a student in the

Thomas Normal Training School of Detroit.

Mr. Kilmer is a trustee of St. John's Lutheran
Church, of which his family are members.
He was elected treasurer of the Ohio Associa-

tion of Retail Lumber Dealers at the conven-

tion held at Cedar Point in June, 1916.

Frederick August Kilmer, brother of Henry
A. and secretary and treasurer of the Gordon
Lumber Company, has likewise had an exten-

sive business experience. Born in Cleveland,

March 31, 1866, he was educated in the pub-

lic and parochial schools, and for ten years

was a clerk and bookkeeper with the Standard
Oil Company. He then became assistant cash-

ier of the Lorain Street Savings Bank of

Cleveland, remained with that institution

nine years, and in 1898 became identified with
W. Gordon & Company at Oak Harbor, and
on the reorganization of that concern under
its present title became secretary and
treasurer.

His name is likewise familiar in public

affairs at Oak Harbor, and since its organiza-

tion he has been president of the Oak Harbor
Public Library. On September 5, 1894, he

married Florence May Towson of Cleveland.

She died April 19, 1916. They had one son,

Franklin Towson, now in school.

Otto Henry Kilmer, the youngest of the

three brothers, is manager of the Oak Harbor
Basket Company. He was born in Cleveland,

January 3, 1869. He secured an education
from the same sources as his brothers, and
then learned the machinist trade. For
twenty-three years he was one of the skilled

employees of the L^nion Steel Screw Company
of Cleveland, but in 1907, on the organization

of the Gordon Lumber, Basket & Manufactur-
ing Company he came to Oak Harbor as super-

intendent of its mill department. In 1916
when the basket factory was sold to the Oak

Harbor Basket Company, he became manager
of that business.

On October 8, 1906, he married Miss Chris-

tine Horn of Amherst, Ohio. They have four
children : Catherine Horn, Florence Ger-
ti-ude, Ruth Christine and Robert Jason.

George W. Skelding is commissioner of

inspection of the City of Toledo. It is a
position of the heaviest responsibility and is

one that is vitally related to the welfare and
well being of every citizen, ilr. Skelding has
unusual qualifications for the post, since he
is a builder by trade, and for a number of

years was associated with his father in the

contracting and building business.

^Ir. Skelding was born in Toledo, April 2,

1879, a son of T. W. Skelding, wdio is now
retired at the age of sixty-eight years, but
spent the greater part of his active life as a

contractor and builder. He was the father

of two sons and one daughter.

George W. Skelding was educated in the

public schools of Toledo, and after leaving
high school he learned the trade of carpenter.

From that time forward he was associated

with his father in the contracting and build-

ing business until June 12, 1914, when he
accepted his present post of responsibility as

chief building inspector for the city gov-

ernment.
He is active as a republican, is a member

of the Knights of P\i:liias and the Indepen-
dent Order of Odd Fellows, but gives all the

energy and skill at his disposition to the

duties of his office. Mr. Skelding married
]Miss Tula Vosburgh. daughter of ;\Iartin Vos-
burgh of Toledo. They have five children

:

Martin, Chester, Robert, Clara and Paul.

Fred Rickenbekg. During his lifetime of

more than fifty years spent in Henry County,
Fred Rickenberg has found success in the

truest sense of that term. He has a splendid

farm, enjoys the esteem of his fellow men,
and has taken a public spirited share in the

social and civic life of his community.
He was born on the farm where he now

resides in section 5 of Napoleon Township in

1865. He grew up there, attended the local

schools, and is now the prosperous owner of

a place of 166 acres in one tract. He first

bought the old homestead of forty acres which
his father had cleared up from the wilder-

ness, and subsequently he purchased the 126

acres adjoining. Mr. Rickenburg also has a

farm of 77 acres in Defiance Countv, located
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in section 1 of Richland Township. This farm
is run by his son, and is also equipped with
a good set of farm buildings.

By trade ]\Ir. Rickenberg might be called a

blacksmith. He has a shop on his farm which
is now employed for the repair of his own
implements and machinery. For twenty-
three years he conducted a smithy as a con-

venience to the entire neighborhood, and made
that shop a center to which all the farmers
for miles around brought their tools and im-
plements for repairing and dressing. As a

farmer ilr. Rickenberg has made a success in

growing all kinds of cereals and keeps excel-

lent livestock.

His parents were Henry and Elizabeth
(Mordits) Rickenberg. Both were born in

Hanover, Germany, and six months after their

marriage they set out on a sailing vessel from
Hamburg and after a voyage of eight weeks
arrived in Baltimore. From there they came
on to Henry County where so many of their

fellow countrymen had already located, and
began life in a log cabin in the woods of Napo-
leon Township. Henry Rickenberg had to

boiTow $2.5 in order to get to America.
He was a carpenter by trade, but spent most
of his career as a farmer, and in the course

of many j-ears worked out a commendable
success. His death occurred in 1909 when
past eighty-one years of age, and his widow
passed away in 1913 aged seventy-six. Both
were active members of St. Paul's Lutheran
Church, and politically he was a democrat.
In their family were four children: Henry,
who is a farmer in Monroe Township of

Henry County and is married and has a fam-
ily ; George, who died after his marriage leav-

ing children; one that died in infancy; and
Fred.

Mr. Fred Rickenberg was married in 1888
to Miss Ida Barnes. She died and was buried
on her tenth wedding anniversary. The chil-

dren that survive her are Emma, Carl, "Wil-

liam, Albert and Fred. In his home township
Mr. Rickenberg married for his second wife
Dora Helberge, who was born and reared in

Henry County, and she died at the birth of

her first child, Edward, who is now five years
of age and is a very promising youth. The
mother of this child died at the age of thirty-

six. For his present wife Mr. Rickenberg
married ^Mrs. Emma Dachenhause, widow of

Fred Daehenhouse. Mrs. Rickenberg is a

daughter of Louis Bockelman. She has no
children by either of her marriages.

Mr. Rickenberg and family are active mem-

bers of St. Paul's Lutheran Church and he
formerly served it as an oflScial. For two
years he was township trustee, and his busi-

ness interests also extend to the Napoleon
Stock and Grain Company, which was organ-
ized July 15, 1913, and of which he is secre-

tary and treasurer. For some years he was
also a director of the Henry County Agri-
cultural Association.

H.\KRY W. Buckley is not one of the old

residents of Deshler, having been in that city

only thirteen years, but in those qualities

which are often described by the phrase "live

wire" and in aggressive business enterprise

and public spirit he has become a most de-

cisive factor in local welfare.

Mr. Buckley is president and general man-
ager of the Buckley Cigar Box Company,
manufacturers of cigar boxes and packing
cases. This company has a lai-ge plant on
Vine street and the business is one of the
most important in the thriving little indus-
trial center of Deshler. The company was
incorporated October 9, 1912, with a capital

stock of $10,000. Mr. Buckley is president
and general manager, his brother, C. S. Buck-
ley, is vice president, and A. A. Buller is

secretary and treasurer. In 1917 they also

iucoi'porated another company with head-
quartei-s at Columbus, Ohio, Charles S. Buck-
ley being its pi-esideut and general manager,
while Harry W. Buckley is vice president.

This company is incorporated for $15,000.
In the two plants are employed aver tifty

workmen. The business has had a rapid in-

crease and at the present time the output
averages 4,000 cigar boxes and packing cases

in a single day. The boxes are used by some
of the largest cigar manufacturers in the

i\liddle "West. The Deisel-Weimer Company
at Lima uses the Buckley cigar boxes for two
of their large plants, and sometimes three.

The raw material for the manufacture of the
boxes and cases comes chiefly from the states

of Missouri and Alabama. The enterprise
has a history of only a few years, but its

growth has been almost phenomenal in that
time.

ilr. Harry W. Buckley is also president of
the Rentschler Company of Deshler. This
company was incorporated eight years ago
with a capital stock of $16,000. Edward H.
Rentschler is general manager, and Mr. An-
dred A. Buller secretary and treasurer. Mr.
Buller is a resident of Toledo.

The Buckley brothers ai-e both registered
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pharmacists aud both received their technical

training iu this line in the Ohio Northern
University at Ada. Harry Buckley took his

degree in 1901 while Charles S. is a regis-

tered pharmacist of twenty-seven years stand-

ing. Charles S. Buckley was a druggist in

three different localities, Leipsic, McComb
and at Findlay, Ohio. Harry W. Buckley
was for eight years engaged in the drug busi-

ness at Deshler.

Mr. Buckley was born at Leipsic, Ohio,

May 11, 1880, and has had a very strenuous

career for so young a man. He was educated

in the local public schools and the high school,

and subsequently went to Findlay, Ohio.

While there he enlisted in the regular United
States army and saw three years of service

as acting hospital steward. One year he
spent in Alaska in the Skagway district. At
the end of his three years he was discharged

in the State of Washington. He next re-

moved to Toledo, where he was connected
with the large drug house of Newcomers of

that city. For a time he was in the iledical

department of the Ohio National Guard under
Dr. D. W. Eiford. In April, 1904, he came
to Deshler and entered the drug business. He
subseciuently became connected with the fur-

niture company, and besides the business

activities already enumerated was a stock-

holder of the Deshler State Bank, where he

was active for four years. He is a Knight
Templar Mason, affiliated with the com-
mandery at Findlay, and with the Chapter
and Blu& Lodge at Deshler. He also belongs

to the Consistoi-y of Scottish Rite at Toledo
and Zenobia Temple of the Mystic Shrine in

that city. He is an official member of Deshler
Lodge No. 617, Independent Order of Odd
Fellows.

Mr. Buckley is now serving as president and
treasurer of the city corporation of Deshler
and is in his second term.

He was married in Toledo to Miss Lena
Croner. Mrs. Buckley was born and reared
in Pennsylvania of an old Pennsylvania
family. She is a gracluate of the high school

at Pemberville, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Buckley
have one son, Harry William Jr., now five

years old. Both are active members of the
Rebekah Lodge, in which Mrs. Buckley is past
noble grand. Jlr. Buckley, as is fitting, is a
leader in the Booster Club of Deshler, and
that club is honored by the membership of
such a live and enterprising man.

WiLLi.\M T. Davies, whose place of business
is at 604 Main Street on the east side of

Toledo, has been handling groceries at that
stand for upwards of thirty years. He is one
of the oldest business men of that locality

of the city and has one of the finest stores of
its kind in Toledo.

Mr. Davies is a native of Ohio, having been
born at Mineral Ridge in Trumbull County,
July 19, 1865. His parents D. T. and Martha
Davies were born and reared and married in

Wales, and in 1862 came to America with
their one daughter. They had a family alto-

gether of twelve children, ten of whom are

still living. The father located in Trumbull
County, was a merchant there, and afterwards
for twenty-five years was superintendent and
manager of the rolling mills at Youugstown.
In 1888 he removed to Toledo and took charge
of the shipping department iu a rolling mill

in this cit.y. He then devoted some of his

time assisting his son in the grocery business,

and his death occurred at Toledo in 1908.

A thorough business man, he was a worker
almost until the time of his death. He was
a faithful and devout member of the Congre-
gational Church, in which he always took an
active interest. He was affiliated with Lodge
No. 572 of the I\Iasouic Order.

William T. Davies was the first child born
to his parents after they came to America.
Most of his early youth was spent in Youngs-
town, where he attended the grammar and
high schools. At the age of sixteen he left

school to begin work in the rolling mills and
had experience in different departments until

he was twentj'-one years of age. He learned
the grocery trade by clerking in a store at

Youngstown for three years. On coming to

Toledo in 1888 Mr. Davies embarked in the

retail grocery business at 604 Main Street,

where he has remained steadily ever since.

His place of business is a landmark in that

section of the city and the people there asso-

ciate the store with reliable merchandi.se and
a complete service. Mr. Davies is a republi-

can in politics. In many ways he has used
his influence to promote the public welfare

and has always shown an intelligent interest

in public affairs. He was a member of the

city waterworks board one term. Fraternally

he is affiliated with Lodge No. 572 and also

with the Royal Arch Chapter and the Knight
Templar Commandery and has filled various

chairs in these orders. He also belongs to the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the

Roval Arcanum. He married Miss Louisa M.
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McCrea, and they have two children, Martha
and Ruth.

Ernest Irving Antrim, of Van Wert, is

one of Northwest Ohio's notable literary men,
and literary work and literary interests have
shared his time jointly with the management
of important financial affairs at Van Wert.
Though he hinaself has no military record, he
has always been interested in military aft'airs,

and this is perhaps due in a measure at least

to the fact that each of his ancestors for the

preceding three generations saw service in the

first three great wai's in which our nation was
engaged. His great-grandfather John An-
trim was a soldier in the American Revolution
from 1777 until the close of that struggle.

His grandfather Jacob Antrim was engaged
in the War of 1812. Jacob Antrim was a min-
ister in the United Brethren Church, and
married a daughter of Bishop Zeller of the
same church. Jacob Antrim was author of
the early hymn book of the church.

Ernest Irving Antrim was born at German-
town, Ohio, February 21, 1869, a son of Fran-
cis Titus and Mary Ann Antrim. His father
saw active service as a Union soldier durinsr

the Civil war.
There are few men in Northwest Ohio who

have had such superior scholastic advantages
as Mr. Antrim. He is entitled to write three
degrees after his name, Bachelor of Arts,
which he received from DePauw University
at Greencastle, Indiana, in 1889 ; Ma.ster of
Arts, awarded him by Boston University at

Boston, Massachusetts in 1890 ; and Doctor of

Philosophy, which he acquired in 1897, at

Goettingen University at Goettingen, Ger-
many.
For about five years he was actively en-

gaged in educational work as a teacher and
taught in the Wyoming University at Laramie
and in Belmont College, College Hill, Cincin-
nati. For the past seventeen years his time
has been divided between his financial activi-

ties in bank and investments and his lit-

erary work. Mr. Antrim is co-author of
'

' The
County Library," published in 1914. and
author of "Fifty Million Strong," published
in 1916, besides a number of articles on
various themes of current and historical

interest.

Some years ago ilr. Antrim organized the
Farmers and Citizens Savings Bank at Ger-
mantown, Ohio, and is now vice president and
director of the Van Wert National Bank at

Van Wert and also does an extensive business

in land investment. He is a trustee of both

the Young Men's Christian Association and
the Young Women's Christian Association of

Van Wert County. In politics he is a repub-
lican and in 19*12 was delegate from Van
Wert County to the Fourth Ohio Constitu-

tional Convention. He is a member of the

Beta Theta Pi college fraternity, the Knights
of Pythias, and the TrewUaw Club of Van
Wert. He has long been prominent in the

Methodist Episcopal Church and in iMay,

1916, was a delegate to the General Confer-
ence of the church, being one of the ten lay-

men selected from the West Ohio Conference.
On October 17, 1899, at Van Wert he mar-

ried Saida May Brumback, daughter of John
Sanford and Ellen (Purmort) Brumback.
John S. Brumback was one of the most dis-

tinguished citizens of Van Wert County, was
president of the Van Wert National Bank,
was founder and president of the Central
Manufacturers ilutual Insurance Company
at Van Wert, and gave to his home city and
county the Brumback Library at Van Wert.

John Sanford Brumback was one of the

finest figures who adorned the commercial life

of Northwestern Ohio during the last century.

He was a merchant and banker and a highly
influential and successful physician of Van
Wert, and an entire community mourned his

death on December 11, 1897. In the splendid
Brumback Library, which was erected by his

children, according to the wishes expressed
in his will, the cit}' has an important monu-
ment to his honorable career, and through
that institution his ability to render service,

which was so highly developed in his life, is

made effective to .generations yet unborn.
He was born on a farm in Licking County,

Ohio. March 4, 1829, a son of Davis and Fru-
tilda (Beams) Brumback. His paternal
grandparents were John and Elizabeth
(Rothgeb) Brumback, while the maternal
grandparents were George and Catherine
Beams. The first American Brumback emi-

grated from Switzerland and settled in the

Shenandoah Valley of Virginia in 1760.

ilembers of the Beams family came from
Pennsylvania to Ohio in the very early days.

Frutilda Beams was a remarkable type of the

early pioneer woman, and from her John S.

Brumback inherited many of his sterling

qualities of mind and heart.

When he was four years old his father died,

leaving the widowed mother a legacy of six

young children and forty acres of undevel-
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oped land with only a log house on it. The
only source of support for this numerous fam-
ily was what could be produced from the soil

of a siual^ and unimproved farm. The wid-

owed mother bent herself to the task unflinch-

ingly. Her very courage was an inspiration,

and while the little household lived most fru-

gally and with only the bare items of exist-

ence, they looked forward to better times and
better things, and their desires as well as their

labors helped to bring about fulfillment. In

a few years the widowed mother was called

upon to mourn the loss of her older son. He
had already begun to bear some of the bur-

dens of farm management, and his death left

her with her four daughters and with such

assistance as could be rendered by John, who
was then a very small boy. As she was unable

to spare him from his woi-k except in the win-

ter season, his early education consisted of the

crude instruction received in a country school

during the few winters he was privileged to

attend. Quick to learn, even in this short

time he acquired the rudiments of an educa-

tion that, added to and rounded out by a life-

time of close observation and keen perception,

made him a man of general information and
broad intelligence.

From childhood he was trained to depend
upon himself and to battle with the world. He
learned to labor for those whom he loved, and
grew up capable, self-reliant and generous,

winning and retaining the affection of those

who knew him. His mother, in telling of his

capability and self-reliance, used to say that

she trusted him at the early age of ten to take

the surplus products of the farm to market,

and he sold it with rare judgment for one of

his years. At fifteen he was as good a horse

trader as David Harum himself. His mother
said she never knew what horse John would
bring home. He would recall with a laugh

the fact that he got beaten in a horse trade

only once, and that was when he traded a

horse for a cow—and the cow died.

Having the commercial instinct so highly

developed, his mother realized that his efforts

were being misdirected on the farm. When
he was seventeen she readily entrusted him
with the $50 which represented all her care-

ful savings, and that was the capital which
he used to open his first general store. Going
to Cincinnati, he so won the confidence of

wholesale dealers by his frank and manly
bearing, that they sold him on credit enough
goods to open a country store at Ashley in

Delaware Countv, Ohio. With the native

ability and the energy which he brought to

bear upon his business, he was only a short

time in repaying his creditors and he thus
laid the foundation of his success and fortune.

At Ashley, Ohio, on May 26, 1852, John S.

Brumback married Ellen Perlena Purmort.
She was born at Jay, New York, August 10,

1832. and was of English-French descent.

Her lineage includes the eminent jurist Chan-
cellor Walworth. When eight years of age
she went with her parents to Kempville, Can-
ada, where they lived until she was fifteen.

In the summer of 1847 the family moved to

Berlin, Delaware County, Ohio. There she

taught a term or two of school, and gained
the reputation of being the little teacher who
was able to manage the rude rough boys, some
of whom were older than herself. From the

time of her marriage she proved an unfailing
inspiration as well as a helpmate to Mr. Brum-
back. Upon the death of her mother in 1850
the care and responsibility of a large family
had fallen upon her young shoulders, and
thus like her husband she had to assume tasks

and duties beyond lier years. As the oldest

of the children she shared the trials and sor-

rows of her parents in many losses and re-

movals, yet always retained the courage of

her heart and an unfailing cheerfulness

against all the trials of the world. Soon after

her marriage she and Mr. Brumback, with the

spirit of love and self-sacrifice which then
and later and always prompted them to deeds
of benevolence, took into their home Mrs.
Brumback 's five young brothers and sisters,

who had just been left fatherless. Two of

these were reared as their own children to

lives of usefulness. What this meant in the

early days can hardly be appreciated in this

time of labor saving appliances and small

families. Mr. and Mrs. Brumback with all

the difficulties of their lot enjoyed the great-

est of happiness in the early years of their

married life, and the world helped them be-

cause they helped themselves by living sober,

prudent and industrious lives.

Soon after their marriage, owing to the

impaired health of Mr. Brumback, they moved
to a farm on the old State Road north of

Worthington, Ohio. That was their home two
years. In 1858 thej' went to Casey, Clark
County, Illinois, in which village Mr. Brum-
back engaged in mercantile business, and was
so well prospered that when in the spring of

1862 he came with his family to Van Wert,
Ohio, he brought with him $5,000 in gold.

Van Wert Countv fiftv-four vears ago was a
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comparatively new and thinly settled dis-

trict. Its population at the previous census

was only 10,238. In the Village of Van Wert
he established a dry goods store, but soon
became interested in the stave business. That
was a leading industry in Van Wert County
as well as in other sections of Northwest Ohio
at that time, because thousands of acres were
covered with some of the finest hardwood tim-

ber. In ISS-t Mr. Brumback sold his dry
goods business and purchased a controlling

interest in the Van Wert National Bank, of

which he became the president. His asso-

ciates for many years felt that he exempli-

fied almost a perfect balance between the

conservatism and progressive qualities which
are the ideal virtue of a successful financier.

During his thirty-five years of residence at

Van Wert, whether as a banker or as an indi-

vidual, Mr. Brumback helped to promote and
finance many enterprises of great value to

the people. One of these was the Cincinnati,

Jackson and Mackinaw Railroad, now the Cin-

cinnati Northern, a part of the New York
Central System. He gave his financial as-

sistance to this road when its failure was
imminent. Other of his interests were : The
Central Manufacturers Mutual Insurance

Company of Van Wert, of which he was presi-

dent to the time of his death; the Farmers
Bank of Rockford, Ohio; the Union Savings

Bank of Toledo ; and The Monroe Street Rail-

way of Toledo, which he put on a basis

of financial security when its future was
uncertain.

Mr. Brumback was a liberal supporter of

the First ^Methodist Church of Van Wert, for

a number of years was a trustee, and he was
also a charter member of the Odd Fellows

Lodge in Van Wert.
In his later years he planned, with the

counsel of his devoted wife and his children,

an effective disposition of his surplus means
in such a manner as to benefit permanently
the locality with which he had so long been

identified. His purpose culminated in a plan

to build a public librarj- for his home town
and county. That was before Mr. Carnegie

began his extensive library giving and there

were not many precedents for the establish-

ment of a public library from private means.

After consulting the members of his family

and receiving encouragement from them, he

ordered plans prepared for a building to be

located in a park in Van Wert City. About
the time the plans were perfected he was
taken seriouslv ill, and he then called his son

Orville. a prominent lawyer of Toledo, to the
home in Van Wert and discussed the project
thoroughly with all the members of the fam-
ily, Orville being entrusted with the duty of

drawing up the will providing for the library.

A clause in the will made it possible for am-
of the heirs to defeat the project if unwilling
to join in the expense. However, not only
were they willing to carry out the wishes of

their fathei-, but they constructed an even
better building than he had planned. Con-
cerning the Brumback Library, its founding
and its career of usefulness, an appropriate
sketch will be found on other pages.

At his death Mr. Brumback was survived

by Mrs. Brumback, two sons, Orville S. and
D. L. Brumback, and two daughtei-s, Mrs. J.

P. Reed, Jr., and Mrs. E. I. Antrim of Van
Wert.

Lewis P. J.\CKS0n, BI. D. The family rep-

resented by this well known physician of Van
Wert has been closely identified with every

phase of history in the county since pioneer

times. Fully eighty years have passed since

the first of the name arrived in this portion of

the wilderness, and since then the family has

distinguished itself as hard workers, energetic

citizens and as useful and honorable men and
women.
The founder of the family was Doctor

Jackson's grandfather Ferdinand Jackson.

He was probably born in Madison County,
Ohio. From that county in 1836 he removed
to Van Wert County. His was one of the

first settlements planted in York Township.
He entered government land, put up a log

cabin in the wilderness, and lived there until

the close of his useful life. Besides the work
of farming, which occupied so many of his

years, he also followed his trade as a chair-

maker. He was probably the first *ehair-

maker in Van Wert County. Every winter

season he would manufacture a number of

chairs and in the spring or early summer
would load them on a raft and convey them to

Fort Wayne, where they found a ready sale.

Ferdinand Jackson married Charity Morti-

mer. She was born in North Carolina and
survived her hiisband many years. Her
brothers Robert and Shadrach Mortimer were
also among the first settlers in York Town-
ship of Van Wert County. Her brother-in-

law. Rev. Jesse Tomlinson, was one of the

first if not the first Methodist Episcopal min-
ister to hold services in this section of Ohio,
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and he organized ' the first church of that
denomination in York Township.
John Jackson, father of Doctor Jackson,

was born in Madison County, Ohio, and was
one year okl whcL brought to Van Wert
County. Here he grew up amid pioneer
scenes. For many years such wild game as
deer and turkey were abundant in the sur-
rounding woods and the commonest meat on
the table of the early settlers was game. His
mother also cooked the meals by the open fire-

place and all the family were dressed in home-
spun. After reaching manhood John Jackson
built a log house across the road from his
mother's place. While the main part of the
structure was of logs the top was of frame,
and a kitchen was added boxed in with boards.
John Jackson went steadily ahead with his
work as a farmer, cleared up 100 acres, and
from time to time put up buildings which
made his one of the ihost valuable farms in
the county. He lived there until his death at
the age of sixty-six. When twenty-one years
of age he married Jemima Prime of Licking
County, Ohio. She survived her husband,
spending her last days in Lima, and died in
1915 at the age of eighty-two. She reared six
children named Elizabeth, Rachel, Ellen,
Frances. Lewis P. and Jennie.

Doctor Jackson was born on the old farm in
York Township of Van Wert County and he
had the wholesome associations and expe-
riences which are part of the experience of a
farmer boy. Besides the district schools he
attended the Middle Point Normal School and
at the age of nineteen began teaching in Lib-
erty to\ynship. Later he taught in Jennings
Township and put in about six years as a
teacher. Having made up his mind to study
medicine, he entered the Starling Medical
College at Columbus, where he was graduated
Doctor of Medicine with the class of 1898.
He first located for practice at Elgin in York
Township, then in 1901 removed to Delphos
and in 1915 came to Van Wert, where he now
enjoys a large practice and an excellent repu-
tation as a physician and surgeon. He is a
member of the Van Wert County and the
Ohio State Medical societies, and is also a
member of tjtie United States Board of Pen-
sion Examiners.
He cast his first presidential vote for

Benjamin Harrison in 1892, and has steadily
supported the republican nominee on the na-
tional ticket ever since. In 1902-03 he served
as coroner of Van Wert County and has also

been a deputy state inspector of elections.

Fraternally he is affiliated with Lodge No. 251
of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and
Delphos Lodge of Knights of Pythias.

In 1898, the year he graduated in medicine,
Doctor Jackson married Miss Grace il. Mor-
ris. She was born in Middle Point, Ohio,

daughter of Frank P. and Alice (Bechtel)

Morris. Doctor and Mrs. Jackson have three

children : Lewis Paul, John Franklin and
Mary Alice.

Jacob Steel Zook, who is now living re-

tired at Van Wert, was for many yeai-s one
of the foremost building contractors in that

section of Ohio. It is said that when he com-
pleted his apprenticeship as a carpenter and
did his first year of journeyman labor he was
paid only $22 a month. Mr. Zook was one of

the resourceful and energetic men of the last

generation who proved themselves capable
and equal to any emergency which arose and
on the basis of a trade built up a splendid
business and became highly successful men.
He has done much for others as well as him-
self and many will recall his recent donation
of $30,000 to the Ohio Wesleyan University
at Delaware for the purpose of founding a

chair in physics.

His birth occurred on a farm five miles

from Wooster in Wayne County. Ohio. April

5, 1838. Back in colonial times his ancestors

came from Switzerland and made settlement

in Pennsylvania. His Grandfather John
Zook was a native of Pennsylvania, married
there, and in 1832 set out with wagon and
team and made the long and tedious journey
to Ohio, locating in Wayne County. His first

purchase of land was four miles east of

Wooster. In 1844 he removed to Crawford
County, Ohio, buying land six miles west of

Bucyrus, and there he and his wife spent their

last years. His wife before her marriage was
Jliss Evans.

Daniel Zook, father of Jacob S.. was born
in Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, in

1814, and was eighteen years old when he
came to Ohio. Two years later, in 1834. he

was married in Wayne County and then

started his career as a farmer. He was pros-

perous according to the standards of the time

and in 1844 he removed to Crawford County
and soon afterward bought a tract of land
one mile south of Nevada in Wyandotte
County. This was heavily timbered land, and
after making his first clearing he erected a

log house and barn. For nearly ten years he

was busied with the improvement of his farm.
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In 1854 he made a trip to Upper Sandusky
for the purpose of paying his taxes. A short

time before tlie first railroad had been built

through that town and Daniel Zook was acci-

dentally killed on the railroad, his being one

of the first accidental deaths resulting from
this improved form of transportation in that

section of Ohio. Daniel Zook had married
Nancy Steel. She was born in Pennsylvania,

and her father, Jacob Steel, a native of the

same state, moved to Wayne County, Ohio,

in very early times and bought timbered laud
six miles east of Wooster. It was a wild and
sparsely settled district, but Jacob Steel found
it very much to his liking, since he was a noted

hunter, and he achieved a great reputation

by his prowess in that direction. He cleared

and improved his farm and lived there until

his death. Mrs. Daniel Zook, after being wid-

owed by the death of her husband at Upper
Sandusky, married Goodwin Hall, and con-

tinued to live in Wyandotte County until her
death. Her children by Daniel Zook were
Mary Adaline. Jacob Steel, Amanda Ellen,

John Walker, William Newell and Dennis C.

Jacob S. Zook was about sixteen years of

age when his father died. His education was
largely a product of the old fashioned log

cabin schoolhouse. With such industry did
he apply himself to the limited curriculum
of that time that he came to manhood with a

better than ordinary education. At the age

of eighteen he had begun to learn the trade

of carpenter with John Done at Osceola, and
spent three years in his apprenticeship.

After that he worked as a journeyman for

Mr. Done a year at the wages alread.y men-
tioned, and then formed a partnership.

Their business was chiefly done in the coun-
try districts, in the erection of farm homes
and barns. A year later they dissolved part-

nership, and Mr. Zook then continued as a

contractor in Crawford County until 1862.

In that year he removed to Nevada in Wyan-
dotte County and in 1873 he transferred his

business headquarters to Van Wert. Van
Wert was then a small town, and his enter-

prise as a builder has added to its architec-

tural features as a city. He continued act-

ively in the business of contracting until 1912,

when he retired. Some of the best known
and most valuable buildings in Van Wert
attest his skill. Among these are the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church, Brumbach Public Li-

brary, the Marsh Hotel, the handsome Home
Guard Office Building, and many business and
private structures. He had a profitable busi-

ness and has likewise proved wise' in his in-

vestments, and besides city property he owns
a large amount of farm lands. Mr. Zook is

still a director in the Van Wert National

Bank.
On January 12, 1862, he married IMiss

Amanda Barrack, who was born in Crawford
County, Ohio, daughter of John Barrack, and
she died in 1902. In 1903 Mr. Zook married

i\Irs. Rosa (Gamble) DeMoss, a daughter of

William Wilson and Mary (Thomas) Gamble,

who were among the early settlers of Van
Wert County.

Mr. and Mrs. Zook are active members of

the Methodist Episcopal Church, which he

has served as a trustee for upwards of forty

years, and has also been active as class leader,

ile is one of the prominent Methodist laymen

of Ohio and his contribution to the Ohio Wes-

leyan University was in the nature of a gift

to the church as well as to higher education.

In a public way he has served as a member
of the city council of Van Wert, and while

living in Nevada he was town treasni'tr. ^Ir.

Zook has for years taken much iiitcrfst in

Masonry," and "is affiliated with Van Wert

Lodge, No. 218, Free and Accepted Masons,

Van Wert Chapter, No. 71 Royal Arch

Masons, Van Wert Council, No. 73, Royal and

Select Masons, Ivanhoe Commandery, No. 54,

Knights Templar, and Toledo Consistory of

the Scottish Rite.

LAA\TtENCE H. Wise is a veteran lumberman
of Northwestern Ohio. He began sawing up
some of the trees of the forest when the

greater part of Van Wert and adjoining coun-

ties were covered with dense timber, and he

has continued the industry long after the

forests have practically disappeared. He rep-

resents a family that settled in an early day

in Van Wert and practically all branches of

his family connections at one time lived in

Southwestern Pennsylvania in old Washing-

ton County.
Mr. Wise was born in Steubenville. Jeffer-

son County, Ohio, February 27, 1847. The
Wise ancestry goes back to Germany. His

Grandfather Andrew Wise was born in Penn-

sylvania, and for a number of years lived in

the locality known as Ten Mile in Washington

County, one of the very historic localities of

that state. From there he removed to Stark

County, Ohio, and later to Adams County.

Indiana. Andrew Wise was one of the pio-

neers of Northeastern Indiana and bought

640 acres of Government land. At that time
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and for years afterwards there was not a sin-

gle railroad through the state. There were

no large cities nor convenient markets. He
took his grain to mill at Piqua, Ohio. His
hard working days were devoted to the clear-

ing and subsequently the cultivation of his

land and he lived there until his death at

the age of sixty-seven. He married a Miss

Leatherman and they reared six sons and
three daughters named Uriah, Hamilton J.,

Parker, Reuben, Andrew, Jonathan, Eliza-

beth, Jane and Melinda.

Hamilton Jefferson Wise, father of Law-
rence H., was born in Washington County,
Pennsylvania, in 1818. In 1838 he also went
to Indiana and settled in the wilds of Allen

County, twelve miles southeast of the City of

Fort Wayne, which was then only a village.

He lived there a few years, and ou removing
to Steubenville, Ohio, in 1842 kept a hotel and
entertained many of the travelers who passed

up and down the Ohio River on the steam-

boats of that period. Returning to Indiana

in 1851, he located in Adams County and
there became operator of a grist and saw mill

located on the banks of St. Mary's River.

This mill was a decided advance in the way
of milling machinery since it was operated

by steam power.
It was in 1855 that Hamilton J. Wise re-

moved to Van Wert, which was then a small

village. Here he resumed his business as a

landlord and kept hotel in a building on the

site of the present Marsh Hotel for one year.

After that he was in the butcher business and
later became a grocer, removed in 1869 to Cin-

cinnati and spent a year in that city, and
after returning to Van Wert continued the

grocery business until late in life. He died at

Pentwater, Michigan, at the venerable age of

eighty-six. His wife was Catherine Van
Winkle Sheppard. She was born in Bergen,

New Jersey, and after the death of her father

her mother removed to Washington County,
Pennsylvania. Catherine Wise was a remark-

able woman in character and in physical vital-

ity. She lived to be ninety-two and was men-
tally sound until the last. Her children were
named Uriah, Lawrence H., Emma. George.

Charles, Elizabeth, William, Hamilton and
Mary H.
Mr. Lawrence H. Wise was about eight

years of age when his parents removed to Van
Wert. He grew up in this city, attended the

public schools there, and though a small boy
at the time his patriotism rose to fever heat

earlv in the war and tinallv he could not be

restrained from enlisting. On October 10,

1864, he entered the service of the United
States and was assigned to special duty. At
the close of the war he was attached to the

Thirty-second Regiment of Ohio Volunteer
Infantry and was given his honorable dis-

charge ou May 23, 1865.

After the war for a short time he was in

the provision business at Van Wert and then
took up the grocery trade which he followed
until 1869. It was in that year, upwards of

half a century ago, that Mr. Wise turned his

attention to the lumber business. As very
little land had been cleared in Northwest
Ohio, timber was abundant, lumber was plen-

tiful and cheap and there was a gi-eat field

for the operation of the practical lumberman.
Mr. Wise formed a partnership with James
Webstei', and in a few years they w-ere doing
a very extensive business. They got out great

quantities of railroad ties, staves and other

material, and operated a heading factory at

Riehey. They were in business before the

railroads quit using wood for fuel, and they
fui'nished many thousands of cords to the

locomotives. This firm also has the distinc-

tion of having built ten miles of railroad lines

connecting with the Pennsylvania System at

Riehey. Though the big woods are now gone
and many changes have come about in the

lumber business, Mr. Wise still continues to

operate a mill, and now uses electric power to

drive the machinery. His mill is located in

the City of Van Wert.
On October 19, 1869, he married Miss Fran-

ces A. Jolley. She was born at Lima in Allen
County, Ohio, and her father Elijah Jolley

was born in Washington County, Pennsyl-
vania, moving from there to Marion, Ohio,

where he followed his trade as a tailor, and
from Marion he went to Lima, where he was
one of the first tailors in the town. He lived

at Lima until his death at the age of sixty-

seven. Elijah Jolley married Aehsah Davis,

who was born in New Jersey and died at the

age of sixty-seven. Mr. and Mrs. Jolley had
children named Minerva, James, Cassius,

Sarah, Frances, Josephine and William.

Mr. and Mre. Wise have reared three chil-

dren: Charles R., Josephine E. and Fred-

erick Lawrence. Charles R. married Minnie

Haines of Taylorville, Illinois, and their five

children are Lawrence, Josephine, Ray, Irene

and Charles. The daughter Josephine is the

wife of Roy C. Gasser. and she is the mother

of three children, Frances. James and
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Josephine. Fred married Ada Doe, and has a

daughter named Harriet.

Mr. Wise cast his first presidential vote for

General Grant soon after the close of the

war and has steadily supported republican

principles and candidates for upwards of half

a century. He has served as county commis-
sioner and has well earned a reputation a.s a

public spirited and useful citizen. He is affili-

ated with Van Wert Lodge, No. 1197 Benevo-
lent and Protective Order of Elks. His wife

is a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church.

THOM.A.S FR.A.NKLIN Priddt! The pioneer
history of Van Wert County might properly

be related in its entirety to describe the envi-

ronment of the Priddy family. The Priddys
were among the very first settlers of the

count.y. It is more than eighty years since

they came and located the first log cabin

homes, and they not, only participated in the

hardships and labors of the time, but also did

their part toward introducing schools and
churches and elevating the moral character

of the neighborhood.
While the men of the household swung the

axe in the forest and kept their ox teams
working to break tip the heavy soil, the

women were at home cooking by the open fire-

places, carding and spinning wool and flax

and making the homespun garments which
were worn both by the children and adult

members of the household. The wild game of

the forest supplied the meat for their tables,

and they endured all their limitations and
discomforts with a brave and courageous
spirit.

The founder of the family here was Rev.

William Priddy, who was born either in Fay-
ette County, Ohio, or in the State of Vir-

ginia. He lived from an early age in Fayette
County, and from there, in 1833, removed to

Allen County, Ohio, spent the following win-

ter and in the spring of 1834 arrived in Van
Wert County. The date of his arrival is all

that is needed to confirm the claim that he
was one of the first permanent settlers. He
secured a tract of government land on the

Ridge Road six miles east from the court-

house. But there was no courthouse at the

time and not a single dwelling or other build-

ing stood on the site of the present thriving

City of Van Wert. When this village was
finally platted and became the county seat,

Mr. Priddy took the contract to put up the

first house on the site. It was built of hewed

logs and the partitions between the two
rooms were also of hewn timber. William
Priddy was not only a home maker, farmer,
builder, and well versed in all other pioneer
activities, but was a local preacher in the

Methodist Episcopal Church and if not the

first was one of the first preachers to perma-
nently locate in the county. As a result of

his strenuous endeavors carried on over a con-

siderable period of years he cleared up a

large tract of land and lived on the farm until

his death at the age of fifty-two. He married
a iliss Butler, and they reared five sons named
Sofosterus W., Archelus T., Thomas D., John
N. and William B., and three daughters
named Mary Ann, Martha and Elizabeth.

Archelus Tucker Priddy was born in Fay-
ette County, Ohio, in 1818, and was sixteen

years old when he came with his parents to

Van Wert County. Until he reached mature
age he never knew anything except the pio-

neer surroundings in which he had been
reared. He had a home and family of his

own before the first railroad was built through
Ohio, and he had to gain his, education as best

he could in the very primitive subscription

schools that existed when he was a boy. On
February 14, 1837, he was married in Van
Wert County to Miss Sarah Brown. She was
also a native of Fayette County, Ohio, and
had come to Van Wert County with the Wil-
liam Hill family. Soon after marriage Arche-
lus T. Priddy bought eighty acres of govern-
ment land four miles southeast of Van Wert
on the Mendon Road. There he erected a log

cabin and undertook the task of clearing.

Later he bought eighty acres adjoining his

first purchase, and with the exception of one
year spent in the City of Van Wert his home
was on the farm until his death in November,
1880. His wife died in 1870. He was a man
of considerable prominence in his locality,

filled the township offices of treasurer, trus-

tee and assessor, and for one term was county
treasurer. He and his wife reared six chil-

dren: Sofosterus A., Smith H., Liberty W.,
Eliza, Jane and Thomas F.

Thus two generations of the Priddy farnily

precede the career of Thomas Franklin
Priddy, who has lived in the county for more
than seventy years and has himself made a
record which is a contribution to the history

of the family and has constituted a worthy
service to his community. He was born on
the old farm along the Ridge Road six miles

east of Van Wert, March 20, 1845. His early
life was spent in the scenes of a rural com-
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munity, and work on the farm alternated with

attendance at the district schools. For many
years he lived with his father while the latter

was growing old, cared for him, and subse-

quently succeeded to the ownership of forty

acres of the old home place.

Mr. Priddy also has a record as a soldier,

though he was only a small boy when the war
broke out. February 11, 1865, he enlisted in

Company B of the One Hundred and Ninety-

Second Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and went
with his command to Virginia and was in

service until after the close of the war. He
received his honorable discharge September 7,

1865. On returning home he took up farm-

ing in earnest and lived on the old place until

1882 when he sold out and removed to Ber-

rien County, Michigan. After one year there

he returned to Van Wert County and then

bought forty acres a mile south of the court-

house and continued to farm it with his char-

acteristic energy until 1907. Since then he

has lived retired in the City of Van Wert.
On February 8, 1873, Mr. Priddy married

Miss Caroline Price. She was born in ]Mont-

gomery County, Pennsylvania, daughter of

Amos and Sarah (Burgy) Price, both natives

of Pennsylvania, from which state they came
to Ohio, lived in Montgomery County some
j^ears, and then removed to Van Wert Count}',

buying land a mile south of the courthouse.

Mr. Price was at one time engaged in rail-

road construction work and later was a manu-
facturer of brick and tile. He died in 1881
and his wife in 1882.

Mr. and Mrs. Priddy have reared five chil-

dren, Oscar W., Thomas K., Wilber H.,

Henry H. and Jennie. Oscar W. married
Roxanna Smith and has a son Richard R.

Thomas K. married Olive Beck and their two
children are Joseph and Elizabeth. Wilber
married Minta Brown and has two children,

Mary C. and Jennie E. Henry took as his

wife Blanche Osborn, and they also have two
children. John C. and Truman Franklin. Mr.
Priddy is a member of Scott Post, No. 100,

Grand Army of the Republic at Van Wert.
He is a republican and is at the present time
ditch supervisor of Pleasant Township and a

school director. Both he and his wife are

members of the Methodist Church.

Robert J. Walker, M. D. During the long
period he practiced in Toledo Doctor Walker
became prominent in his profession, and
hardly less so in civic affairs and as a leader

in various movements which had his enthusi-

astic support. His death came when he was
still in the prime of his usefulness, and his

life was one that Toledo or any community
could ill afford to lose.

Doctor Walker was born July 4, 1861, in
Crawford County, Ohio. He was the only son
and child of Andrew and Imus (Campbell)
Walker. Both were natives of Pennsylvania.
Grandfather Robert Walker came to Craw-
ford County, Ohio, in pioneer times. He se-

cured a tract of government land, and the
deed to that homestead was signed by John
Quincy Adams, then President of the
United States. This deed is still in the pos-

session of his descendants. Grandfather Rob-
ert Walker lived there until his death in 1876.

He was a farmer, a successful and capable one,

and bore an influential part in the early set-

tlement and civic affairs of Crawford County.
For many years he served as deacon in the
Presbyterian Church.

Doctor Walker was in^uenced by his father,

who was very pious and intent upon his relig-

ious duties, to prepare himself for a career

as minister of the gospel. His early educa-
tional advantages were directed with that

object in view. He attended the public
schools at Bucyrus, Ohio, afterwards attended
a preparatory college of the Presbyterian
Church at Ionia, Ohio, and then spent six

years in Wooster University. While in col-

lege Doctor Walker experienced a change of

inclination as to his career and definitely de-

termined to take up medicine as a means of

opportunity of service more congenial to his

talents. He entered the Oliio ^Medical Col-

lege at Columbus, where he was graduated in

1884 with the degree of Doctor of Medicine.

Doctor Walker began practice at Bucyrus,
remained there three years, and then gave up
practice temporarily and for several years
was in a wholesale and retail business han-
dling physicians' supplies. After that he
located in Toledo and resumed practice and
remained a member of the medical profession

in that city for twenty-eight years until his

death. He was one of the early physicians to

practice in what is known as the East Side of

Toledo. His home was at 637 Main Street,

where his widow and children still reside.

Doctor Walker built up a large practice,

and his reputation was well established. For
many years he served as city physician of

Toledo and was also assistant health commis-
sioner. Interested in military affairs, he
served as surareon with Company A of the

Eighth Ohio National Guard. He had charge
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of the ambulance department for a period of

eight years. Doctor Walker was a faithful

attendant at the services of the Methodist

Episcopal Church. He was an ardent repub-

lican.

In January, 1887, Doctor Walker married

Miss Hattie Deal. Mrs. Walker was a gradu-

ate of the Ohio Wesleyan University. Her
parents were Martin and Sarah (Lilly) Deal.

:\Iartin Deal was a very prominent man and at

one time he was candidate for governor of

Ohio on the prohibition ticket.

Doctor and ;Mrs. Walker had two children

:

Robert, born July 8, 1893, was thoroughly

educated in school and college and still lives

in Toledo. Harry Martin, born March 10,

1894, is now serving as a sergeant with the

Ohio Ambulance Corps, and is on duty on the

ilexican border at El Paso, Texas.

Otis W. Kerns. Since his admission to the

bar of Ohio, in 1900, Otis W. Kerns has lent

dignity and stability to professional affairs at

Van Wert, and has steadily advanced to a

position of prestige among the members of

the legal fraternity. He is a broad-minded

and progressive practitioner, a careful ob-

server of the courtesies and amenities of his

profession, and at all times seeking its most
intelligent and praiseworthy compensations.

Jlr. Kerns was born May 2, 1874, in Amanda
Tov.nship, Fairfield County, Ohio, and is a

son of Martin Jacob and Philena (Kiger)

Kerns.
The great-grandfather of Otis W. Kerns on

the paternal side was a pioneer of Hocking
County, Ohio, and kept a public house there

until iiis death. He married a Miss Rockie,

and among their children was the grand-

father of Otis W. Kerns, Henry Kerns, who
it is believed was born in Hocking County.

He removed from that county to Fairfield

County and settled on land in Amanda Town-
ship which had been given him by his father,

and on which he continued to carry on agri-

cultural operations until his death at the age

of eighty-eight years. Mr. Kerns married

Miss Louisa Miller, who was it is thought born

in Clear Creek Township, Fairfield County,

she being a daughter of Martin and Anna
(Baker) Miller. Martin :\Iiller was born iu

Germany and when a young man came to

America and improved a farm in Clear Creek

Township, where he and his ^v^fe lived to ad-

vanced years. Louisa (Miller) Kerns died at

the age of si.xty-two years, having 'been the

mother ol six children : Martin Jacob, Clara,
Anna, George, Ella and Susie.

Martin Jacob Kerns was born in Amanda
Township, Fairfield County, Ohio, June 22,

1850, and was reared on the home farm, com-
mencing his independent career as a renter.

Through industrious work and good manage-
ment he was able to accumulate the means
with which to purchase a property of his own,
a tract of land lying in Amanda Township on
which there were located a four-room house
and a small barn. He completed the clear-

ing of this land, put it under a high state of

cultivation, improved it with good buildings,

and for a number of years was successfully

engaged in farming and stock raising. At the

end of eight years he sold this land and
moved to Greenfield Township, where he made
his home until 1883. When he disposed of

this latter farm he came to Van Wert County
and bought land on the line of Ridge and
Washington townships, the buildings being lo-

cated in the latter, ilr. Kerns continued to

carry on farming until 1902, when he retired

frcm active pursuits and took up his residence

at Van Wert, where his death occurred June
19, 1912. He was married in 1869, while a
resident of Amanda Township, to Philena
Kiger, who was born in that township, a
daughter of John Kiger, a native of Ohio, and
a granddaughter of Henry Kiger, who it is

thought was born in Virginia, of colonial an-

cestry. Henry Kiger came to Ohio in the

early settlement of the state and lived for

two years, then returning to the Old Domin-
ion State. After several years he once more
came to Ohio, and here the remainder of his

life was spent in the vicinity of Lancaster,

where his death occurred when he was one
hundred years of age, his wife living to be

one hundred and five years old. In her young
womanhood Mrs. Kiger had learned the tailor

trade and it was her delight to tell in h'er

later years how on one occasion General
Washington had stopped at the shop where
she was employed to have a button sewed upon
his coat, and she was called upon to perform
the operation, which she did with all despatch.

John Kiger was the only member of the

family to be born in Ohio. He was reared to

agricultural pursuits, and when a young man
rented land and later purchased a tract in

Amanda Township, where he was engaged in

farming until his death, at the age of eighty
years. He married Elizabeth Bollenbaugh,
who was born in Fairfield County, Ohio. Her
father, Jacob Bollenbaugh, wag|a native of
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Pennsylvania, where he was reared and mar-

ried, and moved with his bride to Ohio, being

a pioneer of Fairfield County, where he spent

the remaining years of his life. The maiden
name of his wife was Rebecca Grand, and she

was one of the sturdy, brave and courageous

pioneer women who assisted their husbands in

the conquering of the wilderness, doing her

own carding, spinning and weaving, and pre-

paring the family meals at an open fire. She
died in middle life, while her husband lived

to be upwards of seventy years of age. Mrs.

Elizabeth (Bollenbaugh) Kiger died when
seventy-one years of age.

Mrs. Philena (Kiger) Kerns still survives

her husband and makes her home at Van
Wert. She has been the mother of seven chil-

dren : Arthur Elias, George Elmer, Otis W.,

Ereie Elizabeth, Emma Pearl, James Martin

and Anna Edith. Martin Jacob Kerns, the

father of these children, was a stanch repub-

lican in his political \'iews and was somewhat
prominent in the public life of the community,
which he served for two terms in the capacity

of county commissioner. He was reared in

the faith of the Lutheran Church, of which
Mrs. Kerns became a member after her mar-
riage, although she had been reared as a

Methodist.

Otis W. Kerns received his education in

the district schools of Ridge and Washington
townships and the Ohio Normal University,

at Ada, and with this preparation entered

upon his independent career as au educator.

During the four years that he taught in the

schools of Hoaglin and Pleasant townships, he

became interested in the study of law, and
finally, in 1897, entered the law department
of the Ohio Normal University at Ada, from
which he was duly graduated with his degree

in 1900. Admitted to practice, he at once

entered upon his professional duties at Van
Wert, where he shortly entered into a partner-

ship with 0. W. Priddy, under the firm style

of Priddy & Kerns. Four years later Henry
W. Blachley was admitted to the firm, which
then became Blachley, Priddy & Kerns, and
continued as such for two years, when Sir.

Priddy withdrew. Since then the association

has been known as Blachley & Kerns, consid-

ered one of the strong legal combinations of

Van Wert. The business of the firm is general

in its character, and in its scope carries the

members in all the courts. Mr. Kerns has

been connected with many cases involving im-

portant litigation, in the handling of which
he has shovvn^himself a thorough, skilled and

versatile legist, a good pleader, a fine orator,

and a master of precedents and principles.

His standing among his professional brethren
is high.

On December 28, 1897, Mr. Kerns was
united in marriage with Miss Delia Tumble-
son, who was born in Pleasant Township,
daughter of Joseph Tumbleson. Mr. Kerns
cast his first presidential vote for William
ilcKinley, and since then has been a stanch
supporter of the principles and candidates of

the republican party. He was elected city

solicitor in 1901 and served in that capacity

until 1906, and in 1909 was elected prosecut-

ing attorney of Van Wert County, his excel-

lent record in that office gaining him the

re-election in 1911. He is at this time a mem-
ber of the republican state central committee,

representing the Fifth District, and has a
voice in the most important councils and pro-

ceedings of his partj-. ]\lr. Kerns was reared

a Lutheran and has been a member of that

church for twelve years, having filled numer-
ous lay offices therein. Fraternally, he is well

and popularly known, being a member of Van
Wert Chapter No. 130, Knights of Pythias;
Van Wert Lodge. Benevolent and Protective

Order of Elks; the Modern Brotherhood of

America ; and other orders. He is also identi-

fied with the local, state and national bar asso-

ciations. It is a curious and interesting fact,

worthy of note, that ilr. Kerns has had the

experience of seeing eight of his grandparents,
these being his maternal and paternal grand-
parents, his great-grandfathers ]Martin Miller

and Henry Kiger, and his great-grandmothers
Annie Miller and Polly Kiger.

The Fostn.\ught Family. One of the most
prominent and highly esteemed families of

Van AVert County is that bearing the name of

Fostnaught, the members of which have been
leaders in the professional and business life

of the City of Van Wert for some years. The
family is now represented by the father,

James Fostnaught, and the five sons. Perry,

Timothy, Peter, James and William Fost-

naught, all of whom have honorable standing

as siibstantial, reliable citizens of their com-
munity and as men who have assisted in the

growth and development of Van Wert along
professional and business lines.

James Fostnaught was born in a log cabin

in Clear Creek Township, Fairfield County.
Ohio, November 2, 1835, a son of Wendell
Fostnaught, a native of the same county, a
grandson of John Fostnaught, who was born in
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Pennsylvania, and a great-grandson of Adam
Postnaught, of early German ancestry.

John Fostnaught migrated as a pioneer
from Pennsylvania to Ohio and settled in

Fairfield County, where he hewed a farm
from the wildei'ness and continued to

reside during the remaining years of his

life. Wendell Fostnaught was reared and
married in his native count}' and engaged
in farming in Clear Creek Township, but in

later years removed to Circleville, where his

death occurred. He married Sarah Wright,
who was born in Clear Creek Township, a

daughter of James Wright, a native of Penn-
sylvania, and a granddaughter of David
Wright, also born in the Keystone State, of

English ancestry. David Wright was an offi-

cer in the Revolutionary war and his sword
is still proudly preserved by his descendants.
He removed from Pennsylvania to Ohio, where
he was one of the earliest settlers of Fairfield

County, acquired a large tract of Government
land, and spent his last years in Franklin
County, being buried in Kalb Cemeterj', about
two miles south of the Town of Briee. James
Wright, who also adopted the vocation of

agriculture, improved two farms in Fairfield

County, but passed his last years in Franklin
County, where he died in 1849, and was also

buried in Kalb Cemetery. The mother of

James Fostnaught was married a second time,

in 1838, to William Ward, and moved to

Allen County, Ohio, a journey which con-

sumed several days and was made by team.
At that time the greater part of all North-
west Ohio was a wilderness, and deer, bear,

wild turkey, wolf, and all other kinds of game
native to the section, were to be found in great
numbers and roamed at will. Mr. Ward set-

tled on land which his father had purchased,
and the family resided in a log cabin for nine
years, at the end of which time they returned
to Fairfield County, where both Mr. and Jlrs.

Ward passed away.
James Fostnaught attended the pioneer

schools of Allen County. These primitive
schoolhouses consisted of log cabins, the roof
covered by boards which had been hewed by
hand and the floor made of puncheons, the
room being heated by an open fireplace. The
seats were constructed from small logs, split,

with wooden pins for legs, and there were no
desks, but a board, supported by wooden pins,

placed along the wall, served as a desk at

which the larger pupils would stand. Mr.
Fostnaught 's first teacher was James Wolfe,
and Wells H^ughes taught the second and third

terms. As soon as he was large enough Mr.
Fostnaught began helping his father in clear-
ing the land and tilling the soil, and continued
to make his home with his mother and step-
father until he was twenty-one years of age,
at which time he entered upon his independent
career. His first employment was on farms
in the neighborhood, receiving $15 per month
for his labor, and when he had accumulated
sufficient means he rented a farm of his own
in Fairfield County. In 1862 he removed to

Seneca County, where he invested his hard-
earned means in a partly-improved farm near
Bascom, on which he made his home until
1868. In that j-ear he came to Van Wert
County and bought land in Willshire Town-
ship, where he carried on operations as a far-

mer until 1881. Mr. Fostnaught then sold

his farm and removed to the City of Van
Wert, where he has since resided, his home
now being located on the Lincoln Highway,
nine-tenths of a mile west of the courthouse.
ilr. Fostnaught is one of the representative
men of his community, an old and honored
resident who has watched and participated in

the great development that the years have
brought to this region. He has always been
hard-working and industrious, and has been
noted for his absolute integrity in all the
affairs of life. While a resident of Willshire
Township he served capably for several years
in the capacity of justice of the peace! In
1859 ilr. Fostnaught was united in marriage
with iliss ilatilda Ruse, who was born in
Franklin County, Ohio, in 1837, a daughter of
Emanuel and Mary (Marks) Ruse. Emanuel
Ruse was a native of Virginia, of German an-
cestry, and as a young man migrated to Ohio
and settled in Franklin County, where he and
]Mrs. Ruse spent their last days. Christian
Marks, the father of Mrs. Mary (.Marks)
Ruse, was a native of Alsace, and served under
Napoleon in many important campaigns, in-

cluding the Battle of Austerlitz, the invasion
of Russia, and the disastrous retreat from
Moscow. After the exile of Napoleon Mr.
Marks came to the United States and settled

at Lithopolis, Ohio, where he followed his

trade, but later in life removed to the Ruse
farm in Franklin Count.v. JMrs. James Fost-
naught reared a family of six children : Perry,
Timothy, Peter, Mary, James, and William.
Perry Fostnaught was born on the Fairfield

County farm and first attended school at Bas-
com, later the district school in Willshire
Township, received instruction under a pri-
vate tutor, then went to the Van Wert school,
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and finally pursued a course at the National

Normal School at Lebanon. At the age of

twenty years he commenced teaching school in

Willshire Township, subsequently teaching in

the high school at Convoy, and for six years

was a member of the county board of school

examiners, for a part of that time being presi-

dent. Since 1906 he has been associated with

his brothers, Timothy and James, in the real

estate business. He is one of the well known
realty men of Van Wert County and a mem-
ber of Convoy Lodge No. 641, Independent
Order of Odd Fellows.

Timothy Fostnaught first attended the dis-

trict school and later received private tutor-

ing, finally attending the National Normal
School. Like his brother, he began his career

as an educator, commencing when twenty-one

years of age in the Union Township schools

and continuing as an instructor in the district

and graded schools until 1908, when he gave

up teaching to enter business afi'airs, as a part-

ner of his brothers Perry and James. He is a

student of nature and has written interesting

articles in both prose and poetry.

Peter Fostnaught attended school at Bas-

com, was given private instruction, and after

completing his education in the Van Wert
High School commenced teaching in the dis-

trict school. Later he was in charge of schools

at Latty and Grover Hill, in Paulding County,
and for nine years was stationed at Wren, in

Union County, and in 1916 was made district

superintendent of schools. Mr. Fostnaught is

a member of Van Wert Lodge, Knights of

Pythias. He married Miss Matilda Feiock.

Mary married H. G. Wilson, of Van Wert,
and has one son, Eugene.
James Fostnaught was. like his brothers,

given good educational advantages, which in-

cluded attendance at the district schools and
the Van Wert High School, and by private

tutors. After teaching school for a few years,

he commenced the study of law with C. V.
Hoke, and was admitted to the bar in 1906,

since which time he has been engaged in the

practice of his profession. In addition to his

law practice he is engaged in business associ-

ated with his brothers, Perry and Timothy.
Mr. Fostnaught married Miss Anna Bu-
chanan, and they have one daugliter, Lillian

L.

William Fostnaught graduated from the
Van Wert High School in the class of 1895,
and commenced teaching school in 1895 in

Pleasant Township, following which he tausrht

in other districts and in the LTnion School at

Van Wert. During this time he studied law
in the office of Winfield Scott Johnson, and
in 1906 was admitted to the bar and now has

a large and representative practice, and also

engages to some extent in the real estate busi-

ness. He is a member of Van Wert Lodge No.

130, Knights of Pythias.

Albert A. Suber. The annals of the little

city of Deshler and those of Albert A. Suber
run side by side and are almost parallel in

many ways. The city in a little more than
forty years has lifted itself out of a mud hole

and has become a thriving center of com-
merce, industry and of thrifty people. Like
the town itself Mr. Suber has lifted himself

from the slough of despond not once but

many times, and through hardship and strug-

gle, with exceedingly limited means and often

times with only his rigid determination as an
asset, he has pressed forward until he is now
one of the recognized business leaders of the

place.

It was in 1873 that he located in the village

and is now the oldest business man in point

of continuous service at Deshler. Deshler in

1873 had just been laid out. A more un-
promising site for a town could not be

imagined. It had two advantages, or rather

prospects, for the future: The Cincinnati,

Hamilton & Dayton Railway had been con-

structed across this dreary stretch of the great

black swamp for some time, and then came
along the Baltimore & Ohio and at the point

of junction or crossing the village of Deshler
was laid out. The railway tracks were the

only portions of real solid ground in all that

locality. For months at a time there stretched

around the crossing an expanse of mud and
water. A road or street or two had been laid

out, and had been improved by spreading
over the .surface the barks of trees and poles

and rails making what was known in those

days as a "corduroy" road. In one sense of

the word it was exceedingly easy to "stick"
in Deshler, but the sticking done by Mr.
Suber was due to a certain persistence and
resolution of character and as so often hap-
pens persistence in his case won its sure and
just reward.
The business Mr. Suber has followed has

been that of foundryman and machinist. His
first sliop was a small wooden structure, with-

out doors, and with an exceedingly limited

equipment. The stray pigs of the town when
roaming about often came in to sleep by the

warmth of the hot molding t'ni-nace. ^Ir.
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Suber at that time was literally poor as a

church mouse. When there was no work de-

manding his attenion in the shop he would

walk to Hamler seven miles away in order to

get employment at low wages in a stave fac-

tory. He did that for weeks at a time,

frequently slept with his clothes on for three

weeks at a stretch. He had to do this since

he had only a few hours to sleep.

In the matter of adversity in earlier years

as in success in the later, his experience gives

additional proof to the old saying that it

never rains but it pours. In 1879 his shop

was burned down, making an entire loss. He
continued to struggle on and with borrowed
money built a second shop and then as he

reached substantial footing erected his pres-

ent large brick building, 170 by 40 feet, with

boiler room 30 by 40 feet, and a garage and
repair shop 65 by 40 feet and two stories

high. All the buildings are substantial brick

and it is an industry of which a much larger

town might well be proud. Mr. Suber has
seen Deshlt-r in the meantime grow like

Jonah's gourd out of its forest and swamp
condition, and his own business has flourished

and i^rospered apace with the city.

A number of years ago Mr. Suber turned
his attention to the construction of laundry
machinery. He also builds feed mills and
other machine parts. His laundry machines
are sold through various distributing agencies
in every state of the Union and even in for-

eign countries. Some of his best customers
in this line are Chinese laundrymen. He has
found these people as a class to be thoroughly
trustworthy and financially responsible. He
admires these traits in the Orientals, and they
in turn repose the utmost confidriirc in Mr.
Suber. Many of his nistonicrs deal per-
sonally with him, and wliile he lia.s traveled
a long road to success he finds his present con-
dition sweetened by advereity and with many
satisfactions to repay for all he has gone
through. Mr. Suber is truly a man of brain
as well as Ijrawn.

He came to Deshler from Findlay, Ohio,
where he had been reared from boyhood until
he was eighteen years of age. His foster
father was Mr. E. P. Jones, president of the
First National Bank of Findlay. At the age
of eighteen he began learning the machinist's
trade in the plant of Coons, Adams & Com-
pany, and mastered thoroughly every detail
of the trade and brought this knowledge with
him to the town of Deshler, though otherwise
he was practically without capital. The ad-

vice given him by liis foster father, to be
honest and to keep his finances ahead of his
work, as always been sti-ictly adhered to.
Mr. Suber was born on a little sixty acre

farm in Wyandot County, Ohio, December
16, 1852. His father, John Suber, was a mid-
dlingly prosperous farmer in that community,
but at the outbreak of the Civil war, when
Albert was about nine years of age, he en-
listed in the One Hundred and Twenty-third
Regiment of Ohio Infantry. About the close
o± his service he was taken prisoner thrown
nito Libby prison, and as a result of semi-
starvation and exposure died there some
months later when in the prime of life. His
wife, Elizabeth Suber, was also a Wyandot
County girl, and after his death she went out
to Iowa and marrifd James Knowles, and
both of them ,lied in that state when quite old.

i\Ir. Suber first married in Findlay, Ohio,
Clara Marvin, and four children were bom:
William, Mary, John and Earl. For his sec-
ond wife Mr. Suber was married in Deshler
to Mary Kable. Mrs. Suber was born in
Wood County, Ohio, and was reared and edu-
cated there. She is the mother of two daugh-
ters, Geraldine and Loivn.'. both of whom
are bright and interesting young people and
students in the local high scliool. Mr. Suber
is affiliated with the Lodge of Knights of
Pythias, is an active republican, and has been
called upon by his fellow citizens to serve as
township treasurer and in other local posi-
tions of trust. His wife and daughters are
members of the Presbyterian Church.

James B. Smith. Van Wert County has
profited by the stable citizenship iind faithful
industry of James B. Smith since 1883, when
he came to this locality to identify himself
with business interests. While he is now re-

tired from active aft'aii-s, he is still a factor in
the development of the .ommunity, and tak^
a keen and lively interest in the advancement
of Van Wert. Mr. Smith was born at Saint
Catharines, County Lincoln, Province of On-
tario, Canada, July 15, 1837, and is a son of
John and Ellen (McDermott) Smith.
John Smith was born in County Cavan, Ire-

land, about the year J808, a son of George
Smith, who, as far as it was known, was born
in Ireland. He reared a large family of chil-
dren, but only three of his son.s came to the
United States. Stephen settled in Toronto,
Canada, where he lived for some years and
then moved to a tract of land eighteen miles
out of that city on the Toronto and Montreal
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Road, where he improved a farm and spent

the balance of his life, his wife also passing

away there. A son and daughter now own and
occupy the homestead. George Smith, a

younger brother, improved a farm in White
County, Indiana, where his descendants now
live. John Smith served an apprenticeship

to learn the trade of cooper in his native land,

and was a young man when, in 1832, he came
to the United States on a sailing vessel, land-

ing at Quebec. He then made his way to

Buffalo, where he secured work at his trade,

but later went to Saint Catharines, Canada,
where he continued to work at his vocation

until 1838. In that year he returned to the

State of New York and was employed by a

Lockport concern until 1852, when he removed
to Jackson, Michigan, then a small but prom-
ising town. Mr. Smith was engaged in coop-

ering there until 1860 when his death

occurred. He was an industrious workman,
skilled at his trade, and faithful to the inter-

ests of those who employed him, and won and
held the respect of those with whom he was
associated. Mr. Smith married Miss Ellen Mc-
Dermott. also a native of Ireland, but born in

County Meath, a daughter of Luke and Mar-
garet McDermott, natives and lifelong resi-

dents of Ireland. Mrs. Smith came to America
in company with a cousin, Thomas McDer-
mott, and later a sister, who had married a ilr.

Sheridan, came to this country and settled in

Vermont. Mrs. Smith, who survived her hus-

band, went after his death to Kalamazoo,
Michigan, where she purchased a home and
spent the balance of her life, her death occur-

ring in 1889. She reared four sons, namely

:

James B., George C, Stephen D. and John.
George C. Smith enlisted in the Union army
at the first call for troops in 1861, entering the

ninety-day service in the Civil war as a pri-

vate soldier of the First Regiment, Michigan
Volunteer Infantry. Going immediately to

the front, he was a participant in the famous
fir.st battle of Bull Run, and when his time
had expired he re-enlisted for three years, and
continued to serve with his regiment in all

its campaigns until the end of the great war
between the states. He had a good war record

and returned to his home proud of his service

and with his honorable discharge. In his

youth he had learned the trade of cooper, and
when he again resumed the duties of peace
opened an establishment for the prosecution

of his business at Kalamazoo, where he con-

tinued to make his home until his death.

Stephen Smith, who also learned the trade of

cooper in his young manhood, enlisted in the
Union army in 1862, and went to the front
with his regiment, but did not return to his

home, as he died while wearing his country's
uniform. John Smith died at the age of
twenty years.

James B. Smith made the best of his oppor-
tunities for schooling in his youth, and as a
result gained a good education, which has
since been .supplemented by observation and
much reading. In 1850, when a lad of thir-

teen years he was given his first chance of
glimpsing the outside world, when he accom-
panied a Mr. Kingsley, a neighbor, to Jackson,
Michigan. At that time there were but two
railroad lines in the State of Michigan, and a
great deal of land could still be secured very
cheaply from the United States Government.
Jackson was a small place, with one railroad,

and a stage line connected it with Lansing, the
new capital. He had been reared to habits of

industry and had learned the cooper's trade,

and followed this in Jackson until 1859, when
he turned his attention, for a time, to school-

teaching. This experience was gained in the

Bay Window District, two miles south from
Eaton Rapids. Not long thereafter, however,
the father died and the family made removal
to Kalamazoo, where Mr. Smith resumed his

trade, and in 1865 opened a cooper shop,

twelve miles from Kalamazoo, at Plainville.

This business he conducted until 1871, in the

winter of which he went to Chicago, then just

beginning to build after the disastrous fire

which had swept the Illinois metropolis. Not
long after his arrival in that city he entered
the employ of Jaynes & Company, and within

a week his abilities had been recognized by his

promotion to the position of floor manager,
with 100 workmen under his charge. He was
later still further promoted to the position of

purchasing agent and remained with that firm

until 1883, when the concern went out of busi-

ness. In the meantime Mi". Smith had formed
a wide acquaintance among men engaged in

the cooperage business, and had been informed
that Van Wert offered a promising field for

an energetic and able man. Accordingly, he
came to this city and entered the employ of

the Eagle Stave Company, of which Guy H.
Marsh was at that time the sole proprietor.

Mr. Smith remained with Mr. Marsh four
years as an employe, and then in company
with him purchased an interest in a plant

located at Scott, and owned by John Leeson.

A corporation was duly formed, under the

style of the Leeson Cooperage Company, and
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Mr. Smith was made secretary and manager of

the new business, with which he continued to

be identified for eight years, when all the

available timber of the locality had been used.

Mr. Smith then purchased Mr. Leeson's inter-

est in the 1,200 acres of land which had been

owned jointly by Messrs. Marsh, Smith and
Leeson, and for some time superintended the

improvement and cultivation of the land, but

is now living retired, after many years of

faithful and unremitting exertion. While
he is still in full bodily vigor and strength of

intellect, he feels that he has done his share in

life, and that his closing years should be spent

in the enjoyment of the fruits of his former
toil. On September 21, 1861, Mr. Smith was
married to Miss Eunice Whitcoml), who was
born in a log house in Eaton County, Michi-

gan, daughter of Luther and Louise (Pierson)

Whitcomb, natives of New England and pio-

neers- of Eaton County, Michigan. I\Ir. Wliit-

comb purchased a tract of heavily-timbered

Government land and settled down with his

family in the wilderness. His first home was
a log cabin, to which he was subsequently able

to add to other rooms, and finally erected a

full set of farm buildings and developed a

handsome and valuable farm. There both the

parents of Mrs. Smith spent the remaining
years of their lives.

Mr. and Mrs. Smith have two sons and one
daughter : Byron J. married Dora Davis, and
has three children, Harold, Grace and James
B., Jr. Burton L. married Josephine Seigel.

Ella Louise, who is a graduate of the Ohio
Wesleyan University of Delaware, Ohio,' was
the first librarian for the Brumbaeh Court
Library, at Van Wert, and for four years

was state organizer of libraries. At the pres-

ent writing she is librarian of the Paulding
Carnegie Library.

Mr. Smith has always been a democrat and
is an influential factor in the ranks of his

part.y. He served for one term as mayor of

Van Wert, but refused a second nomination,
although this was tendered to him. He has
been a promoter of movements which have
contributed to the welfare of his community
and his record is that of a public-spirited citi-

zen and an honorable business man. Frater-
nally, he is a member of Van Wert Lodge,
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and
is also prominent in Ma.sonry, holding mem-
bership in Van Wert Lodge No. 218, Free and
Accepted Masons ; Van Wert Chapter No. 71,

Royal Arch ]Masons; Van Wert Council No.
73, Roval and Select Masters; and Ivanhoe

Commandery No. 54, Knights Templar, and
took the Scottish Rite thirty-second degree at

St. Louis.

Stephen S. Dix. Seventy-one years is a

long lifetime. Solomon has declared there is

a time and sea.son for all things. Such a long

life affords opportunity for the experiences

and activities so aptly enumerated and de-

scribed by the wise king of old.

It was seventy-one years ago when Stephen

S. Dix began his model cai-eer in Pleasant

Township of Van Wert County, September

26, 1845. His first conscious recollections are

of a community in Western Ohio where there

were no railroads, when little of the land was
improved, when deer and wild turkeys were

still found in the woods, when his mother
carded and spun the cloth used in making the

clothes of the family, cooked by the fireplace,

and it was Mr. Dix' lot to witness the trans-

formation of a wilderness into a well settled

and wealthy county and the growth of the

county seat from a village into a thriving city.

His family were among the pioneer makers
and builders of Ohio. His grandfather came
from Vermont and as a pioneer in Delaware
County, Ohio, bought a tract of timbered land

in Troy Township, bordering Whetstone
River, and lived there until his death in 1833.

By his marriage to a Miss Main he reared five

sons and three daughters.

Peres Dix, father of Stephen S., was born

in Delaware County, Ohio. February 25, 1820,

and was thirteen years old when his father

died. More than ordinary responsibilities

were thrown upon his young shoulders. Not
long after the death of his father the Pike

Highway was built between Columbus and
Portland and close to his old home. Young
Peres Dix at that time owned a pair of steers.

He employed them in the transportation serv-

ice which grew up and flourished on the old

pike. The wages for himself and his steers

were 75 cents a day. Out of this he manasred
to save some and at the age of sixteen had
$100. This small capital he employed to

enter eighty acres of land in Pleas-

ant Township of Van Wert County. That
was more than three-quarters of a century ago
and Van Wert and all other counties of North-
western Ohio were a virtual wilderness.

There was no money in circulation, and the

inhabitants resorted to the old principles of

barter and exchange. Peres Dix having built

a log cabin moved into it in the fall of 1840
and in 1846 he was able to buy another eighty
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acres adjoining his first eighty. This pur-

chase had on it a hewed log house, but he

afterward built three different houses on the

farm. There he steadily devoted his time and

energies to clearing up and cultivating his

farm and remained there until late in life,

when he removed to Van Wert and had a com-

fortable home in that little city until his death

at the age of seventy-six. In 1840 Peres Dix
married Lavinia Wise, who was born near

]\Iarietta, Ohio, daughter of Samuel Wise, a

pioneer in Southern Ohio who removed about

1827 to Delaware County and spent the rest

of his years there. Mrs. Peres Dix died at

eighty-five, having become the mother of eight

children, but two died in infancy.

Stephen S. Dix spent the first eighteen years

of his life amid the pioneer scenes of his na-

tive township. Much of his education was
accjuired in a school held in a log cabin, with

slab benches, without desks, and with a re-

stricted curriculum of the three R's as the

basis of instruction. In such a school there

was no need for manual training or athletics,

since that part of his education was well cared

for at home in assisting to clear up the land

and in handling the tools and implements of

pioneer husbandry. He made wise use of his

literary advantages and during the winter of

1863-64 taught a term of school.

The spring of 1864 found him an applicant

for service in the Union army. He was then

eighteen years old. He enlisted in Company
K of the Forty-sixth Regiment of Ohio Vet-

eran Infantry, and joined Sherman's com-

mand at Chattanooga in time to participate in

the great Atlanta movement, comprising a

hundred days of continuous fighting until the

city was besieged and captured. While at At-

lanta he was taken ill, sent north to hospital,

and did not recover and rejoin his command
until December, 1864. He returned to the

regiment at Raleigh, North Carolina, and from
there marched north, the last remnants of the

Confederate troops having surrendered in the

meantime, and by way of Richmond arrived

in Washington, where he participated in the

grand review, the greatest military spectacle

ever witnessed in America.
Following the discharge of his regiment he

returned home and soon afterwards was again

engaged in teaching and farming. His father

about that time gave him eighty acres of land

in Pleasant Township, and with that as a

nucleus he has acquired prosperity in generous
measure as a farmer and stockraiser. His
activities in this line of business continued

until 1906, when he removed to Van Wert dnd
has since lived retired.

On March 26. 1868, a few years after he

came home from the army, Mr. Dix married
Sarah High. She was born in ]\Iorrow

County, daughter of John and Sophia (Clark)

High, and a granddaughter of George High.

John High, her father, was an early settler

in Tully Township of Van Wert County.

After nearly forty years of happy married life

in which she had given her time generously to

her family and her community, Mrs. Dix died

in 1906. She reared six children named
Lewis, Clinton, ]Millie, William, ]\Iary and
Viola. Lewis, who married Frances Shaffer,

died leaving six children. Millie married Del-

mere Davis and has eight children. William
married Nellie Maidment and has one son.

Mary is the wife of George JIaidment and
the mother of eight children. Viola is tlie wife

of Gus King and has five children. Besides

his own children ilr. Dix has as the solace of

his later years twenty-eight grandchildren

and three great-grandchildren.

Adam C. Sheets has been an active business

man at Van Wert nearly thirty years. His

career has been an unusual one, both for the

circumstances that surrounded his early life

and for what he has accomplished as an indi-

vidual. From tender years he has had a close

fellowship with toil and hard labor, and he

knows as well as any man what a day of hard

work means. As a business man his record is

one of absolute integrity and he has been a

safe and judicious counselor to others in their

business affairs.

His ancestors for several generations lived

in the State of Maryland. The Sheets family

was established in this country by John Johan
Sheets, who came from Germany in 1682, and
secured a grant of land including 640 acres in

the Penn Grant. A son of this American pio-

neer was Frederick Sheets Sr., wbo was born

in ^Maryland and from the best information

available spent all his life in tlmt state.

The next generation was represented by
Frederick Sheets, Jr.. who was born in

Maryland and was one of the first settlers in

Ohio, coming about 1803. In Columbiana
County he acquired a section of land, hewed a

farm from the wilderness, and lived on it

until his death. This farm is now owned by

his descendants.

John Sheets, son of Frederick. Jr.. and
grandfather of Adam Sheets of Van Wert, was
born in Columbiana County. Ohio, and con-
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tinned to live there until 1850, when he came
to Van Wert County, Ohio, and bought land
in Willshire Township. That was his home
until his death on May 1, 1862. John Sheets

married Catherine Cress, who died November
17, 1878. They had a large household of chil-

dren, f.urteen in number, named Margaret,

Samuel, Jehu, Solomon, Anna, Barbara, Wil-
liam, Mary, Adam, John, Benjamin, Fred-
erick, Josiah and Elias.

Of this large family William Sheets was
born in Columbiana County, Ohio, November
24, 1817. His early j'ears were spent in his

native county and in 1845 he came to Van
Wert County and was a pioneer in Willshire
Town.ship. Van Wert was then but a village.

In fact nearly all of Northwest Ohio was a

wilderness. In the dense forest clearings had
been made here and there by pioneers, but few
settlers had advanced to that point of comfort
where they had anj-thing better than log

cabins for their homes. All life was on the

plane of utmost simplicity. There was little

money in circulation. William Sheets himself
put up a log cabin on his land in Willshire
Township, and after making a number of im-

provements he sold out in 1851 and bought
another place in Harrison Township of Van
Wert County. The improvements consisted

of two acres of clearing and a hewed log house.

He liad hardly become settled and taken up
work on his new farm when death intervened
and called him away September 2. 1851.

About two weeks before his death Adam
C. Sheets had been born in this old hewed log

cabin in Harrison Township. He was one of

the six small children who were left to the

care and management of his widowed mother.
Her maiden name was Mary Myers, and she

was born in Columbiana County, a daughter
of Michael Myers, a blacksmith by trade and
one of the early settlers of Columbiana
County. Mrs. Mary Sheets was a remarkable
woman even in a time which produced re-

markable women. She was .skilled in all the

old time housewifely arts. She carded and
spun wool and flax, dressed her family in

homespun, and was an expert in the old fash-

ioned cookery. From the point of view of the
modern woman she had more than she could
attend to within the house, but her energy was
apparently unlimited. Besides feeding and
clothing her children, attending to all the
work indoors, she also actively superintended
til"; clearing and management of the farm. A
woman of such admirable virtues deserves the

grateful memory of mankind. She lived to

see her six children all grown, and deatli came
to her in her eighty-second year in 1889. Her
children were Elza, Susannah, Lydia, John.

Solomon, and Adam. The son John soon after

tlie outbreak of the Civil war went away to

fight the battles of the Union in an Ohio regi-

ment and lost his life while in the army.
The conditions and circumstances above

noted indicate why Adam Sheets was accus-

tomed to responsibilities from an early age.

He grew up in what was then a pioneer com-
munity of Van Wert County. The iirst school

he attended was held in a log house. The seats

were made of poplar logs, split with the

smooth side up and supported by wooden pins.

There were no desks, and a smooth plank was
pinned at an incline to the sidewall and served

as a writing desk for the largest scholars. As
soon as his age and strength permitted he was
given his share of duties on the home farm.

He wielded the ax and the plow, cleared and
cultivated, and at the age of twenty took full

charge and management of the farm.

After leaving the farm, Mr. Sheets opened
a shoe shop at Middlebury, operated it two
years, and then erected a building and put in

a stock of general merchandise. He was in

active business at Middlebury until 1886, when
he went to Wren, Ohio, and continued in busi-

ness there iintil "88. In that year he came to

Van Wert. His first two j'cars here were spent

in the carpenter trade, and he then opened a

custom shoe shop. Two years later he estab-

lished a retail boot and shoe store and con-

tinued in that line of business until July 15.

1899. He then traded his stock of goods and
good will for a farm in Tully Township of

Van Wert County. Since September, 1899,

]\Ir. Sheets has been engaged in the real estate,

insurance and loan business at Van Wert, and
his expert .iudgment and square dealings have
brought him a large clientage. In 1910 Mr.
Sheets bought a patent right to a mausoleum,
and later he invented a type of mausoleum on
wliich he secured a patent. He has erected

several mausoleums in cemeteries, one at Van
Wert, one at Minden, and one at Roekford,

and now has a contract to build one at Grover
Hill in Paulding County.

In 1881 Mr. Sheets married Miss Minnie
V. Young, whose family record is an import-

ant part of the early history of Northwest
Ohio. Her early forefathers were Pennsyl-
vania people. Her great-grandfather, who
was probably born in Pennsylvania, spent his

boyhood days when Penn.sylvania was still on
the frontier and exposed to the attack of hos-
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tile savages. One time he was captured by
the Indians, and was kept a prisoner in their

tents and on their nomadic excursions for

several years, finally being taken to Montreal
and sold to a wealthy French Canadian for

three bottles of brandy. The French Canad-
ian took the boy into his own family and
treated him very well. However, he was over-

come with a desire to visit his old home and
find out something about his family. There
he found all changed, his parents dead, and
yet he concluded to remain and he married
and reared a family in Pennsylvania.

A son of this man who had endured such

a remarkable series of frontier 'experiences

was Jacob Young, great-grandfather of ^Irs.

Sheets. Jacob moved from his native state to

Northwest Territory, and settled in what is

now Columbiana County. He lived there

until 1814, and then went to Richland County
and entered Government land on the East
Branch of the Black Fork. Richland County
was then on the verge of civilization. Indians
were numerous and the woods were filled with

wild game. Jacob Young was distinguished

as one of the most expert nimrods of his time.

It is said that he killed more deer than any
other white man in that section of Ohio. His
home was in Richland County until his death

in 1852. Jacob Young married Mary Mason,
who was born it is thought in Columbiana
County, and she died in Richland County.
They were the parents of two sons and ten

daughters.

John Young, grandfather of Mrs. Sheets,

was born in Columbiana County in 1799, three

years before Ohio became a state. He was
fifteen when the family moved to Richland
County and was old enough to take a part in

clearing up the land. Later his father gave
him eighty acres of timberland in that part of

Richland County which is now Ashland
County. He built a log cabin, cleared thirty

acres, then sold and bought another tract of

eighty acres, for $700 four miles east of the

Town of Ashland, and after living there four

years sold it for i|il,500. He then removed to

Liberty Township in Crawford County, and
during the eleven years spent there he im-

proved a large part of his land and erected a

substantial log house and barn. Selling his

interests in Crawford County, he then came
to Van "Wert County in 18-51, and secured a

small tract six miles east of the Town of Van
Wert, later invested in eighty acres west of

the county seat, and 160 acres south of the

city. His death occurred a short time after

he came to this county. John Young married
Elizabeth Bishop, who was born in Maryland.
Her father came from Maryland to Musk-
ingum County, Ohio, where he was an earh-

settler and where he died in 1825. Elizabeth

Young survived her husband, afterwards
moved out to Illinois with a son and daughter,
and spent her last days in Warren County,
where she died at the age of ninety-four. Her
seven children were Hannah. John Lemuel,
Jacob, George, Abraham Newton, Joseph
Luther and Elizabeth.

Mrs. Sheets is a daughter of John Lemuel
Young, who was born 2i/^ miles from Ashland
in what is now Ashland County March 16.

1827. He became a carpenter, and that was
his regular trade and occupation throughout
his active years. After his marriage he settled

at Delphos, followed his trade a year, and then

removed to eighty acres which his father had
given him. On that land he built ia log cabin

and cleared five acres, but selling out in 1854

he removed to Van Wert. With the exception

of two years spent at Piqua he has lived at

Van Wert ever since, for more than sixty

years. John L. Young was married in 1852

to Helen Brown. She was born in WajTie
County, Ohio, a daughter of Samuel and
Eleanor (Smith) Brown, both natives of

Pennsylvania and early settlers of Wayne
Count.v. Samuel Brown is numbered among
the pioneer settlers of Van Wert County, hav-

ing located on land two miles east of the

county seat in 1839. There he hewed a farm
from the wilderness and lived until his death

in 1860. His wife survived him until 1887,

and they reared seven children, four sons and
three daughters. Mrs. Sheets' father is now
nearly ninety years of age, and he comes of

vigorous and long lived stock. At one time

he had four living brothers, the youngest of

whom is seventy-six years old. The mother of

Mrs. Sheets died in 1874. having reared four

children. Edsrar S., Minnie, James and Harry
B.
The family of Mr. and Mrs. Sheets comprise

two daughters, Nellie and Bertha. Nellie is

the wife of Fletcher ilcClearv. and her two
children are Eleanor and Robert Wayne.
Bertha is the wife of Harvey M. Gwynn. Mr.

Sheets is a democrat and he and his wife at-

tend the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Harry Burt resides in one of the oldest

homes of Van Wert, a substantial brick resi-

dence on West Main Street, which was erected

fully sixty years ago by his father and was
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the second brick building put up in the then
small town of Van Wert. It has always been
an interesting landmark and is interesting for

its associations with one of the best known
families of this staid and substantial little

city.

The Burt family has been identified with
Van Wert County now for almost seventy
years. It is a family with an old and honor-
able lineage in American history. The line

goes back to the time of the establishment of

the -first colonies in ^Massachusetts and New
England. This line begins with Henry Burt,
who was born in England, and on coming to

America first settled at Roxbury, Massachus-
setts, and from there moved into the wilder-

ness along the Connecticut River. He was one
of the early settlers of Springfield, llassachu-

setts, and the records show that he became
prominent in public affairs. The record of the

family and of its many prominent individuals

can of course be only briefly referred to here,

and there is an entire volume entitled "Gene-
alogical Records of Henry and Eulalia Burt '

'

which was published by Roderick H. Burnham
of Hartford, Connecticut.

The lineage from Henry and Eulalia to the

Van Wert branch of the family is as follows

:

David Burt, who was born in Northampton,
Massachusetts ; Benjamin Burt, who was born
in Deerfield, Massachusetts, or in Ridgefield,

Connecticut, on November 17, 1680; Daniel
Burt, who was born in Ridgefield. Connecticut,

July 8, 1715 ; Daniel Burt, born at Ridgefield,

Connecticut, October 20, 1740; Daniel W.
Burt, born at Warwick, Orange County, New
York, September 7, 1776, and died September
7, 1846; Daniel W. Burt, born at Warwick,
Orange County, New York, December 11,

1S16 ; and Harry Burt, born in Van Wert,
Ohio, August 5, 1864. Thus it will be seen

that the Burts were pioneers in Massachusetts
and Connecticut, and also in the eastern and
western sections of New York as well as in

Ohio.

Daniel W. Burt, father of Harry, was
reared and educated in New York State, and
when a .young man made the journey into

Ohio and was a pioneer in Tuscarawas
County. He bought land bordering on the

Tuscarawas River, cleared up some of it, and
raised several crops before he left that section

of the state and in 1848 came to Van Wert
County. He was a man of considerable means
and made investments in lands in Pleasant
and Tully townships, and also in Paulding
County. In 1856 he remcved to Danville.

Illinois, but after two years there he returned
to Van Wert.
At that time, sixty years ago. Van Wert was

just a village, and much of the land now cov-

ered by that prosperous little city was then in

the midst of the timber. Purchasing a tract

on what is now West Main Street, Daniel W.
Burt at that time put up the fine old brick
residence which has been standing for sixty
years and which was the second structure of
brick erected in the town. After sixty years
of use this home seems just as good as new.
At that time and for years afterwards the

railroads used wood for the locomotives. That
opened a special line of business for Daniel
Burt. He furnished all the wood taken on by
the locomotives at Van Wert. In those early
days he was able to buy for $o an acre any
quantity of timbered land and the same land
now commands a price of $200 an acre. After
having such land cleared up and the timber
removed, Mr. Burt expended large amounts
of money in the development of it for agri-

cultural purposes and throughout his career
carried on very extensive farming operations.

Daniel W. Burt was in his time and generation
one of the leading citizens of Van Wert. He
died at the old home February 3, 1892.

While living in Tuscarawas County he was
married in January, 1842, to Catherine Cre-
ter. She was born in that county, a daughter
of Andrew Creter, a native of New York
State. Andrew Creter was a pioneer of Tus-
c-irawas County, improved a farm there, and
it remained his home until his death. He mar-
ried a Miss Neighbor. Mrs. Daniel W. Burt
died March 21, 1890. She was the mother of
seven childi-en: Andrew, Emeline, Augusta,
Edgar, Daniel, Catherine and Harry.

Mr. Harry Burt was reared and educated at

Van Wert, and he has had all his associations

in that city. He attended the public schools

and continued to make his home with his

parents as long as they lived. Since they died
his time and energies have been taken up in

the care and management of the large estate

left by his father.

December 29, 1892, Harry Burt married
Addie Showalter. who was born in Baltimore,

Ohio, a daughter of Abraham Showalter. Mr.
and Mrs. Burt are members of the Presby-
terian Church and fraternally he is affiliated

with the Royal Arcanum.

J. F. WiNGATE, clerk of the municipal court
of Lima, is one of the oldest men in connection
with the municipal service of that city, having
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been employed in various capacities through a

a period of twenty-five years.

Mr. Wingate was born on a farm in Jackson
Township, Allen County, Ohio, March 8. 1862,

a son of Lemuel and Margaret (Millikin)

Wingate. He is a son of an honored soldier

of the Union who gave up his life during that

struggle. Lemuel Wingate was member of

Company B in the Ninety-ninth Ohio In-

fantry and died in a military hospital at Nash-

ville, Tennessee, February 10, 1863, at the

age of twenty-two years eight months. He
was born in Carroll County, Ohio, in Decem-
ber, 1840, a son of John C. and Lucinda (Al-

ford) Wingate, natives of the same county.

Grandfather Wingate moved to Allen County
during the '50s, and bought a farm of eighty

acres from a man named Merchant. Here in

the wilderness he built a log hut, cleared up
the land, and kept his home there until his

death in 1898. Grandfather Wingate before

locating in Allen County made a tour of in-

vestigation, crossing Indiana by wagon into

Illinois, but found no place to his satisfaction,

and then returned to Allen County. His
widow continued to live on the old homestead
until her death in February, 1916. She was
then at the venerable age of ninety-four.

Lemuel Wingate was married in Allen County
to Margaret Millikin who was born in this

county and is now living at the age of seventy-

two. Her father Thomas Millikin was born
in Richland County, Ohio, and was an early

settler in Allen County, where he bought a

farm and spent the rest of his active career.

J. F. Wingate grew up in a home without a

father's care and had to shift for himself at

an early age. He attended the common schools

and also put in two terms in the Northern
Ohio University at Ada. He worked on farms
for a number of years, but at Christmas in

1889 came to Lima and spent a year as a

worker in the sawmill. After that he became
a fireman on the Cincinnati, Hamilton &
Dayton Railway, but in June, 1892. entered

the employ of the city. He wa,s for many
years on the police force, at first as patrolman
and for thirteen years was captain. He has

filled nearly all the positions in the city's

service and is now giving careful and system-
atic attention to the duties of the office of clerk

of municipal court. When he came to Lima
he was absolutely without capital, and in spite

of his early limitations has made a success in

life.

On October 31, 1880, Mr. Wingate married
Mary Ardella Young. She was bom in Beaver

Dam, Ohio, was brought up in Butler, Indi-

ana, where her father, WiUiam Young, was
for many years a general merchant. Mr. and
Mrs. Wingate have nine children, six of whom
are still living. Ola is the wife of Clark
Hitchcock, a salesman in a clothing store at

Lima; they have two children, Robert and
Roy; Edwin, employed in the office of a
wholesale concern at Lima, married Verda
Wheeler and has two children, Richard and
Margaret. Margaret is the wife of Ed Staple-

ton, connected with the Garford Manufactur-
ing Company at Lima. W. Roy, employed by
the WeUs Fargo & Company Express at Lima,
married Edith Dotson and have a son W.
Roy, Jr. Mildred and Harry are still at home,
the latter working in a grocery store.

ilr. and Mrs. Wingate are both active mem-
bers of the Central Church of Christ and Mrs.
Wingate is especially active in the Aid and
Missionary societies. He is affiliated with
Lodge No. 54 Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks, and is a republican in politics. Be-
sides the nice home he has provided for his

family at 443 South Central Avenue, Mr.
Wingate has other property including an
eighty-acre farm.

John C. jMack. The City of Lima regards
as one of its finest individual assets John C.

Mack, chief of the fire department. Mr.
Mack is a veteran in the fire service, has been
identified with it for over twenty-five years,

and his work and his character mean much to

the security of property as well as to the

efficiency of the organization over which he

He was born in Auglaize County, Ohio, Sep-
tember 7, 1861, a son of Charles C. and Wil-
helmina (Wetzel) Mack. Both parents were
natives of Germany. Grandfather Mack
brought his family to America in the early

days, and died in Marion County, Ohio, at the

age of sixty-five. The maternal grandfather
Wetzel spent all his life in Germany and was
ninety-six years of age when he passed away.
Charles C. Mack was six years old when he
came to Ohio, and about 1851 he removed to

Auglaize County. He was there in time to

secure a tract of land direct from the Govern-
ment, and he developed it as a farm. His
first improvement was a log house, and he
kept clearing and otherwise adding to the

value and usefulness of the place and lived

there until his death at the age of seventy-

seven. He and his family were members of

the German Methodist Episcopal Church and
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in politics he was a democrat. There were five

children in the family : Samuel, a farmer
near Spencerville, Ohio; John C. ; Carolina,

wife of Fred Brodbeck, a farmer near Criders-

ville, Ohio ; George, a blacksmith in Lima ; and
Amelia, wife of Walter Toy, county engineer
of Allen County.

Since he was sixteen years of age John C.

Mack has been in the toil and stress of life for

his own advancement and has been making his

own way in the world. He grew up on the

farm, attended the district schools of Aug-
laize County, and his achievements in life are

a result of hard and persistent work. Mr.
Mack came to Lima in 1887. He was con-

nected with the Lima Machine Works for a
period of thirteen years, helped build many of
the locomotives and other machinery sent out
by that large industry, and when he left the
firm he was foreman of the smith department.

In the meantime he joined the Lima tire de-

partment in the fall of 1889. For a number
of years he performed the duties of fire-

man as well as his regular work in the locomo-
tive shops, but finally gave the fire department
his full time. No one knows the city's needs
and requirements for fire protection better

than Chief Mack, and no one is in a position

to direct with greater efficiency its fire equip-
ment and organization. He has held the posi-

tion of chief since 1911. He is well known all

over the state as a fireman, has attended all

the national conventions of the fire chiefs

except one, and has attended all the state con-

ventions, and has served on state committees.

In 1887 Mr. Mack married Luthinda Well-
man, who was born near New Knoxville, Ohio.

They have three children : Pearl, wife of H.
K. Heiniger, owner of the Lima Auto Sales

Company; Earl C. who is employed with the

Auto Sales Company; and Ella C. at home.
The family are members of the Grace Meth-

odist Episcopal Church at Lima. Chief Mack
is affiliated with the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows, the Loyal Order of Moose and
the Tribe of Ben Hur, his wife being identified

with the Rebekahs. Politically he is a repub-
lican.

Among other interests Chief Mack has ac-

quired considerable real estate in Lima.

Arthur L. Jones, M. D., whose work as a

physician has brought him high standing and
reputation at Lima, has been in practice in

that city for many years and for the past

fourteen years has filled the position of health

officer.

Doctor Jones was born in Manchester, Eng-
land, August 20, 1871, a son of Lloyd and
Mary (Birbeek) Jones. His father was a
native of Wales and his mother of England.
The father is still living and is now a retired

merchant at Fort Wayne, Indiana. The fam-
ily came to America in 1879 and located at

Fort Wayne, Indiana. Lloyd Jones is a mem-
ber of the Sons of St. George and is a repub-
lican in politics. He and his family are
Methodists. Of the ten children, five are still

living : Arthur L. ; Lillian, a resident of
Chicago ; William, a rancher in the West ; and
ilary and Belle, both at Fort Wayne.

Doctor Jones grew up in Fort Wayne from
the age of eight years, attended the public
scliools, also had private instruction, and
finally entered the Fort Wayne College of
Medicine, where he completed the medical
course in 1897. Soon afterwards he moved
to Lima and has been in successful practice
in that city for nearly twenty years. While
his practice is general he is a recognized spe-

cialist in diseases of women and children.

Some of his patrons come from adjoining
counties in Ohio. He is a member of the
County and State and Northwest Ohio Medi-
cal societies and the American Medical Asso-
ciation.

Doctor Jones was married in 1898 to Miss
Harriet A. Wilson of Fort Wayne. They have
three children: Mildred. Harriet and Mar-
garet Eleanor. The family are members of
the Methodist Episcopal Church. Doctor
Jones is a Royal Arch Mason, is affiliated with
Lodge No. 54 of the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows, belongs to the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks, and has social rela-

tions with the Lima Club and the Shawnee
Country Club.

J. R. Parry, M. D.. is one of the younger
members of the medical fraternity at Lima,
where he has been located since 1914. Doctor
Parry had splendid advantages as well as
natural qualifications for the profession and
has shown special proficiency in the surgical
branches and is giving more and more of his
time and attention to surgery.

He was born in Woodsfield, Ohio, December
11, 1889, son of J. R. and Elizabeth (Gatchell)
Parry. His grandfather Louis Parry was a

native of Wales, and after coming to America
lived in Pennsylvania. The maternal "grand-
father John G. Gatchell was born in Ohio,
was a farmer, saw active service as a Union
soldier during the Civil war, and at the battle
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of Chiekamauga was shot in the eye. After
that he was blind until his death.

Doctor Parry's parents still reside at

Woodsfield, Ohio. His father was born in

Greene County, Pennsylvania, and his mother
in Monroe County, Ohio. His father is also

a physician and has been looking after the

needs of his patients at Woodsfield and in that

district for thirty years. He came to Ohio
in 1880 and completed his medical education
in the IMedical College of Ohio at Cincinnati.

He has been very successful in the profession.

He is a republican, a member of the Benevo-
lent and Protective Order of Elks, and belongs

to the Presbyterian Church while his wife is

a Methodist. They were the parents of four
children: George Parry, an instructor in

German in the Normal School of Middle-
bourne, West Virginia ; Dr. J. R. Parry, Jr.

;

Ward H., who is located at Akron ; and
Thayer L., at home and attending high school.

Dr. J. R, Parry was graduated from the

Woodsfield High School in 1907. His mind
had already been made up as to the profession

he would follow, and soon afterwards he en-

tered the medical department of the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania at Philadelphia, where he

completed his course in 1911. In order that

he might begin practice witli all the experience

possible he remained three years in Philadel-

phia, working as interne and in other capac-

ities in local hospitals. With this preparation

Doctor Parry came to Lima in 1914. He is a

member of the Allen County Medical Society.

He belongs to the Masonic Order, is a member
of the Methodist Church, while his wife is an
Episcopalian. He was married June 26, 1916,

to Dorothy Moitz of Philadelphia.

William Archibald Campbell has been a

resident of Lima for forty years, all the time

actively identified with journalism, and he

also served as postmaster in the city.

His Scotch ancestors left Scotland during

the seventeenth century to escape religious

persecution, and settled in Coleraine, County
Derr}^ Ireland. From Ireland three brothers,

Dougald, Robert and John Campbell came to

America between 1730 and 1740, settling in

Pennsylvania. From that state descendants
of Dougald removed to Rockbridge County,
Virginia ; of John to Washington County. Vir-

ginia; "while three sons of Robert settled in

Augusta, Virginia. Mr. W. A. Campbell of

Lima is descended from the Dougald Camp-
bell branch.

Samuel L. Campbell, grandson of Dougald
Campbell, and grandfather of William A.,

became a distinguished physician in Rock-
bridge County, Virginia, wliere he died in

1840. He was also a leading educator, was
connected with Washington College and
Washington and Lee University, was member
of its board of trustees, treasurer of the col-

lege and from 1796 to 1799 served as president
of the faculty. Two of his sons were gradu-
ates of the institution. Doctor Campbell was
married September 19, 1794, to Sarah Alex-
ander, sister of Rev. Archibald Alexander,
D. D., who afterwards was president of
Princeton College.

Charles Fenelon Campbell, son of Dr.
Samuel Campbell and father of William A.,

was born at Lexington, Virginia, September
13, 1803, and died at Georgetown, Ohio, Sep-
tember 2, 1864. He graduated from Washing-
ton College in his twentieth year and had also

received a military education in the Virginia
Military Institute at Lexington. He was ad-
mitted to the bar as attorney and solicitor in

chancery in the State of Virginia, but in 1824
came to Brown County, Ohio. He practiced
his profession and became widely known as a

lawyer and jurist and one of the prominent
men of the state in the first half of the twen-
tieth century. He was also a publisher, being
proprietor of the Whig and later of the Bee
at Ripley, Ohio. When the war came on he
was commissioned by the governor of Oliio to

organize the militia of his part of the state.

He gave himself to the cause with all the en-

thusiasm and strength of his nature, and his

labors were so strenuous as to bring on disease

that proved the immediate cause of his death.

On September 12, 1833, he married Harriet
E. Kephart of Ripley, Oliio. Their children

were: Angus K., Francis T., John Quincy
Adams, Mary Antoinette, William A., and
Charles Delevan.
William Archibald Campbell was born at

Ripley in Brown County, Ohio. He grew up
and received his education in that old town,
and had not yet attained manhood when his

father died. As a youth he became interested

in newspaper work, and has had more than
half a century's active experience in that,

profession. Mr. Campbell came to Lima ir

July, 1877, and with his brother Charles D.I

established the Allen County Republican.^
Later this was consolidated with the Lima|
Gazette under the name Lima Republican Ga-
zette, and for years it has been one of the in^

fluential papers of Northwest Ohio and
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sti'ong and constructive influence in polities

and civic affairs generally.

On March 24, 1904, Mr. Campbell was ap-

pointed postmaster of Lima. He gave a thor-

ough and painstaking administration of the

office, and since retiring from that post has

again given all his time to the Republican
Gazette. Mr. Campbell fought in the Civil

war as a member of the Second Independent
Battery of Light Artillery.

Mr. Campbell's mother died in 1913 and at

the time was one of the oldest women in Ohio.

Slie lacked onlj- two months of attaining the

century mark. Mr. Campbell married Sallie

S. Shaw, daughter of Rev. Joseph Shaw of

Bellefontaine, Ohio. Five children were born

to their union, Florence, Lillian, Donald D.,

Beatrice and Dudley A.

LeRoy S. Galvin. Since leaving the activ-

ities and experiences of high school LeRoy S.

Galvin has been steadily identified with the

newspaper profession, has been in newspaper
work at Lima since 1899, and is now vice

president and general manager of the Lima
News Company.
He was born at Jamestown, Greene County,

Ohio, June 2, 1875, a son of William S. and
Hulda Ann (Fichthorne) Galvin. Both par-

ents are now living at Jamestown, and they

were born, the father in Cincinnati and the

mother in Jamestown. William S. Galvin is

also a newspaper man, and is proprietor of

the Jamestown Journal. He is also an old

soldier, having fought four years in the Civil

war with Company F of the One Hundred
Fifty-first Ohio Infantry. For twenty years

he held the ofSce of postmaster at Jamestown.
He is a republican, a member of the Masons,
Knights of Pythias, Independent Order of

Odd Fellows, and other organizations, and
belongs to the Jlethodist Episcopal Church.
He and his wife have six children : Mrs.

Elmer E. Stinson, wife of a florist at Mont-
pelier, Indiana ; Mrs. Mary G. Page, whose
husband is connected with the Ohio Oil Com-
pany at Marshall, Illinois : LeRoy S. : Mrs.

Fred D. Zeigler, wife of an oil producer at

Tulsa, Oklahoma; Wayne J., business manager
of the Wilmington, Ohio, Journal ; and Mar-
jorie, still at home with her parents.

LeRoy S. Galvin attended the public schools

of Jamestown, graduating from high school

in 1894. He also was a student in Miami Uni-
versity. He served his apprenticeship in the

newspaper business at home, and in 1897 came
to Lima to accept the post of city editor of

the Republican-Gazette. In 1909 he became

identified with the Lima News and has since

been vice president and general manager of

the company publishing that paper, the News
being one of the strongest journals in this

section of Ohio. It has a circulation of 10,000

and is distributed all over Allen and adjoining

counties. The company also maintains a large

plant for general newspaper work and does

an extensive business in commercial and job

printing.

In 1901 Mr. Galvin married Miss Nellie

Richie, who was born in Lima, daughter of

Walter B. Richie, a well known attorney.

They have one child, Catherine. Mr. and Mrs.

Galvin are members of the Episcopal Church.

He is affiliated with the Elks, and in politics

is a republican.

Rev. David Lttle has filled a niche of re-

markable usefulness and service in the world.

LTntil recently he was active in business affairs

at Deshler. He began his career as a car-

penter and finally built up a' business which
was able to supply a building service on a

large scale. He gave to Deshler its most im-

portant enterprise in that line, and repre-

sented in lumber yard, mills, and headquar-
ters for every type of building appliance and
supplies and with the mechanical service that

goes vfith it.

Mr. Lytle established himself in business

at Deshler in September, 1897. He started

with modest capital and with such a stock as

the community seemed to require. In a few
months he and his associates bought several

tracts of ground and from that time forward
the business has been constantly spreading
and growing. In 1908 the firm erected a
three-story concrete and brick building 44 by
100 feet, and in 1911 another building was
added in the rear 50 by 50 feet of the same
type of construction. There are also ex-

tensive storage sheds in addition to the mills.

This concern now is able to furnish millwork

and all the equipment and supplies necessary

for the construction of a building from base-

ment to roof, including the paint. The firm

has also furnished service in the contracting

and building line and has put up many of the

pi-ivate homes and business structures in

Henry, Wood and Putnam counties.

Rev. David Lytle was born in Juniata

County, Pennsylvania, September 21, 1841,

and has long since passed the age of three

score and ten but until quite recently kept

his hold on business affairs. He was reared

and educated near Mifliu in Miflin County,
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Pennsylvania, and there learned the carpen-

ter's trade. He was liberally educated and
qualified as a teacher, but gave up that occu-

pation in favor of a mechanical pursuit.

When a young man he moved from Pennsyl-
vania to Wayne County, Ohio, where for

many years he followed his work as a carpen-

ter, contractor and builder. In 1883 Mr.
Lytle moved to Logan County, where he fol-

lowed farming for a time and in 1885 went
to Putnam County. He owned a large farm
in that county and gave up its active super-

vision in 1896 when he moved to Deshler.

Ml'. Lytle comes of Pennsylvania parentage
and ancestry, most of his ancestors having
been of Irish stock. His parents were Wil-
liam and Barbara (Zook) Lytle, who were
natives of Pennsylvania. His father was a
teacher and lived and died in Pennsylvania.
The widow subsequently married Joseph Al-

gyer and they removed to Ohioj where they
died when quite old.

Mr. Lytle was the only son of his parents'
marriage. He himself married for his first

wife, in Wayne County, Ohio, Mary Seacrist

of Arm.strong County, Pennsylvania. She
died six months after her marriage when still

a very young woman. For liis second wife
Mr. Lytle was married in Wayne County to

Sarah H. Pinkertou. She was born in East
Union in that county in 1846, grew up there,

and since her marriage has loyally abetted
and aided her husband and they have worked
together at home and in church and have
reared a worthy family of children.

Since his marriage Mr. Lytle has been a
prominent leader in the Church of the
Brethren. He conducted active church work
for many j^ears and filled many pastorates

and also did much evangelical woi'k. As a

preacher his services have been in the three

states of Ohio, Indiana and JMichigan. Since
he came to Deshler he has been looked upon
as a help in time of need, and has done much
to solace and comfort, not to speak of more
material benefactions, in many a home of

affliction. Mrs. Lytle and her children have
always been in close harmony with him in

church affairs. Mr. Lytle is a prohibitionist

but has never mingled in practical or per-
sonal politics. He has a fine farm situated

near Deshler and has ample provision against
the future.

His oldest child is Dr. Joseph A. Lytle, who
was graduated from Crawford College at

Leipsie, Ohio, and later from the Homeo-
pathic College of Medicine at Cleveland. He

is now in active practice at Cleveland, his

home being at 6718 Carnegie avenue, with
offices in the Rose Building. By his marriage
to Mona Price he has two children, Robert
Price and William Price. The second child
of IVIr. and JMrs. Lytle was named John and
died in boyhood. Anna P. is the wife of D. J.

Bromley, who is an engineer of valuation in

the employ of the Illinois Central Railway
and lives at Flossmoor, Illinois; he and his

wife have one son, David J. Ephraim R.
Lytle has since January 1, 1917, the date of
his father's retirement, been manager and
proprietor of the large lumber and mill busi-

ness established by his father at DesKler.
Ephraim married Nellie Sherman, formerly a

successful teacher. William F. was acciden-
tally drowned in the town reservoir at Desh-
ler. Arthur D. is owner of the Hoytville Lum-
ber & Supply Company, formerly the Lytle
Lumber Company. He married Lillian Evin-
ger of Wood County and has a daughter
Sarah.

Samuel Collins. Sixty-five years ago
Samuel Collins came to Lima and entered
business as a merchant. He is still living in

the city, and though more than ninety years
of age is still capable of handling his business
affairs. He is the oldest resident of the city

and in his lifetime has seen enacted a remark-
able series of events and developments. He
knew Lima when it was little more than a
country village, and before railroads trans-

formed the commercial aspect of Northwest
Ohio.

Mr. Collins was born at Bridgeport, Ohio,
March 6, 1824. James Monroe was still Presi-

dent of the United States when he was born.
His parents were John and Rachel (Cunning-
ham) Collins, his father a native of Scotland,
and his mother of England. Grandfather
John Collins was born in England, was mar-
ried there, and in 1798 he brought his family
to Pennsylvania. He lived the life of a far-

mer there, and died near Bridgeport, Ohio.

The maternal grandparents both died in Scot-

land.

John Collins, father of Samuel, grew up in

Pennsylvania, and went with the family to

the vicinity of Bridgeport, Ohio, in early days.

Later he took up a farm in Logan County,
Ohio, and there spent the rest of his life. For
a number of years he enjoyed prosperity, but
finally lost most of his money by going on
seciirity debts and through the dishonesty

of his business partner. He and his good wife
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died at their old home in Logan County and
are buried in the cemeterj' near Bellefon-

taine. Of their nine children the only one

now living is Samuel Collins of Lima. The
mother was an active member of the Presby-

terian Church. John Collins, while not form-

ally identified with any church organization,

was considered the best Bible student in his

locality. In character he was a man of strict-

est integrity, honest, generous to a fault,

was a stanch democrat, and though often

urged by his neighbors and friends to run for

office he steadfastly refused.

Mr. Samuel Collins spent most of his boy-

hood on a farm in Logan County, Ohio. His
youth was spent in a time when public schools

did not exist in Ohio. He attended some of

the old subscription schools, and the longest

term he was ever in school at one time was
two months. He made himself useful as a

worker on the home fai-m in Logan County
until 1851. in which year he came to Lima.
At Lima he started out as a merchant with

a small stock of groceries. He had only a few
dollars of surplus capital after getting his

store stocked, and he had to depend on the

excellence of his wares and his ability as a

merchant to build up a successful enterprise.

His store became popular, his stock was in-

creased, and he did a good business for a

number of years. He also rode about over

the country for miles around Lima, especially

during the winter seasons, and bought furs.

In 1852 he moved his family to Lima, and his

home has been in that city ever since. In

1860 Mr. Collins was elected sheriff of Allen

County and re-elected in 1862. Most of his

service was during the critical days of the

Civil war. In the meantime he had bought
two farms near Lima, and after leaving office

he gave an active supervision to tlieir cultiva-

tion, and also became an extensive trader.

He went about over the country and bought
cattle, wheat and other produce from the

farmers, and in few of these ventures did he

fail to make a profit. At one time Mr. Collins

had fifteen producing oil wells on his lands

and he still has one that is producing. He and
his son have just completed a large residence

on the farm, and plan to spend their summers
in this country home, living during the winter
in Lima.

In 1858 Mr. Collins bought a large lot on
the northwest quarter of the public square in

Lima, and in 1874 put up what was then the

largest and finest business block in the city.

This block has been used for business and resi-

dence purposes for over forty years and Mr.
Collins and his son's family now live in the

second story, while the ground floor is used
for banks and other business houses.

On March 16, 1848, Mr. Collins married
Mary Brenzer. She was born in Pennsylvania
and was brought to Logan County, Ohio, about
1843. Mrs. Collins died at Lima in 1892. Of
the three children of their union only one is

now living, Perry C. Perry was educated in

the public schools of Lima, spent some years

in the harness business there, and finally re-

moved to Cleveland, where he owned and
operated a transfer business for sixteen years.

He returned to Lima on the death of his

mother and has since assisted in the manage-
ment of the various business interests of his

father. Perry Collins married Eva Leland of

Cleveland. They have two children : Leland,

aged sixteen, and Flora May, who was born in

1916.

Mrs. Samuel Collins was a devout member
of the Methodist Church. Mr. Collins has
never had church membership, but has always
supported church movements. Since he at-

tained his ma,jority he has been steadily iden-

tified with the democratic part.y and he was
old enough to cast his first vote for Lewis
Cass of Michigan. He voted for James
Buchanan in 1856. He has taken consider-

able part in political affairs. Mr. Collins as a

business man whose success is well known and
of recognized personal integrity has been
called upon to act as guardian for a number
of children and estates, and every position of

trust has been filled by him with the greatest

credit. At one time he was also assignee for

a bank at Lima. Though now almost ninety-

three years of age, Mr. Collins has all the

appearance of a man twenty years younger.
He has lived a sane and wholesome life, has

been busy, has been cheerful, and the years

have come upon him gently. He started life

as a poor bo.y, but has long been considered

one of the wealthy men of Lima.

TiiOM.vs K. Jacobs. This is a name that

belongs prominently in the history of Lima
both of pioneer days and of the present.

Thomas K. Jacobs. Sr.. was one of the early

settlers of Lima, and a man of prominence in

many ways. Thomas K. Jacobs, Jr., is a

phy.sician by profession but for the past

quarter of a centuiy has lived at Lima and
has looked after the large property intere.sts

of the family and has done much for the

development of the city.
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The old Jacobs home where Doctor Jacobs
resides, is at 930 East Elm Street. It is one
of the most interesting landmarks of the city.

The old house was built in 1856. At the

time it was a country home, being outside the
village of Lima, and among other improve-
ments a large barn stood on the lot. About
twenty years ago when Doctor Jacobs re-

turned to Lima he undertook a rather com-
plete remodeling and re-equipment of the

home to make it modern. He put in a

furnace and other conveniences, and while
these add much to the desirability of the
place as a residence, the atmosphere and the
substantial character of the old architecture
have not been materially changed. It is a

compliment rather than a term of derogation
to call the house old fashioned. One feature
especially notable is its large windows. Each
frame contains twenty-four lights or panes.
This fine old mansion stands on a corner that
is well back from the street on an elevated
lot.

Thomas K. Jacobs, Sr., was born in Juniata
County, Pennsylvania, Januarj- 31, 1812. He
was the second son in the family of William
and Sarah (Williams) Jacobs, who repre-
sented old families of Pennsylvania. Thomas
K. Jacobs was educated in Juniata County,
and in early life learned the tailor's trade.

Altogether he followed it for about ten years.

He began his career at Mifflin, Pennsylvania,
but in 1832 moved to Ashland, Ohio.' After

.

two years there he came to Lima, and while
he followed tailoring to some extent he was
almost from the first engaged actively in real

estate business and in developing different

sections of the city and adjacent property.
He laid out and platted much of the land
now included within the corporation limits.

He continued to look after his varied inter-

ests nntil his death. He was also the owner of
much farm land and at times gave active
supervision to his farms.
He was married September 25. 1834, to

Anna Elder, daughter of David Elder of Mif-
flin, Penns>'lvania. Mr, and Mrs. Jacobs
reared a family of four children, from the
nine born to them, E. C. Jacobs became a
practicing physician at Akron, Ohio, Editha
married H. A, Moore and Clara became the
wife of J, F. Brotherton, The mother of
these children died January 6, 1880. In May,
1881, Thomas K. Jacobs, Sr., married Mrs.
Mary C. Jacobs.
To describe all the various interests and

activities of this Lima pioneer would be im-

possible in a brief space. In October, 1841,
he was elected treasurer of Allen County. He
tilled that office many years almost continu-
ously except for a short time when the office

was filled by Alexander Beatty, upon whose
death Mr. Jacobs was appointed to the unex-
pired term. He interested himself in public
affairs almost equally with the management
of his own interests until he finally retired

a few years before his death. When Fort
Sumter was fired upon he was a member of

the state legislature from Allen County. He
was one of the first to vote that Ohio should
be placed on a war footing. This measure
was carried after considerable delay and a
hard fight. After two years in the Legislature
he returned to Lima and was appointed quar-
termaster of the Ninety-ninth Ohio Infantry.

He served with that organization, though
past military age, until discharged in March,
1865, on account of disability. He was a

Knight Templar Mason. Success in business

was only one fruit of his large and beneficent

character. He was public spirited and his

influence was always on the right side. In
his death on November 12, 1884, Allen
County lost one of its ablest and most worthy
to be remembered citizens. Dr. Thomas K.
Jacobs, his son, was born in Lima, attended
the public schools there, also the Ohio Wes-
leyan University at Delaware, and in 1880
graduated from the Ohio Medical College at

Cincinnati, For a short time he practiced at

Akron, but then removed to Chicago, and was
a member of the medical fraternity of that
city for eleven years.

In 1891 it became necessary for Dr. Jacobs
to return to Lima to look after the large prop-
erty interests left by his father. Since that

time busine.ss has absorbed his time to the

complete exclusion of his profession. For the

past twenty-five years he has . done much
toward the laying out and platting of addi-

tions in the southeastern section of Lima,

In 1887 Dr, Jacobs married Miss Helen
Fisher, daughter of Joseph Fisher of Akron,
Ohio, Two children were born to their mar-
riage, Paul and Margaret. Paul is a grad-

uate of the Lima High School and of Ara-

hurst College at Amhurst, Massachusetts.

For several years he has been actively asso-

ciated with his father in an extensive real

estate business. Their operations are a'lmost

entirely confined to their own properties. The
daughter Margaret is a graduate of the high

school of Lima and of Oxford College for
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women in Ohio. Slie is still at home with her

parents.

Horace G. Richie. It was in the year
1839, when Martin Van Buren was President

of the United States, that the wilderness of

Van Wert County opened its doors for the

reception of the Richie family. There were
few other settlements anywhere in the county
in that year. The land was covered with
dense forests, there were many swamps, and
people of the modern times are scarcely able

to realize the tremendous toil and hardship
required for draining the lands, clearing them
off, and making the wide stretch of cultivated

fields and comfortable homesteads which ap-
pear on the face of the county today.

The head of the family when it arrived in

Van Wert County was Jlirabeau Feree Richie.

He was a native of Beaver County, Pennsyl-
vania, born there in 1807 and when a child

had been taken by his parents to Columbiana
County, Ohio. He grew up there, subse-

quently removed to Crawford County, and
from there came into Harrison Township of

Van Wert County, locating a tract of govern-

ment land in section 9. For the temporary
accommodation of his household he put up
some sort of shack, then cut down the trees

and erected his log cabin, and about a year
later built a house of hewed logs. In this

comfortable and substantial dwelling Horace
G. Richie, who for forty years has been an
active member of the Van Wert bar was born
on August 18, 1844. For many years after

the settlement of the family and after the

birth of Horace Richie there were no railroads

in this section of Ohio. Such surplus crops

as the father harvested from his fields he
hauled overland to Fort Wayne, about tliirty

miles away. The nearest milling center for

several years was at Pickaway. When the

canal was completed the principal market was
at Delphos, and not man.y years afterward the

railroad came and thus transportation condi-

tions were gradually modernized. The father

devoted his active years to the task of clearing

the land, and in the course of time had a

splendid farm improved with a complete set

of frame buildings. Late in life he sold the

old homestead, removed to Convoy, and died

there in 1892. Mirabeau Richie married
Sarah Eaton. She was born in 1808, proba-
bly in the State of Pennsylvania, a daughter
of John Eaton, and she lived a long life, pass-

ing away in her ninetj'-third year. Her
seven children who grew up were named

Olivia, Catherine. John E., Ruth, Horace G.,

Almira and Walter B.
During the '40s and '50s there were nonpub-

lic schools in the modern sense in Van Wert
County. Horace G. Richie got at least part
of his education in some of the old log tem-
ples of learning which were then scattered

far and wide over the Middle West. He has
a complete picture in his mind of one of those

log schoolhouses. The seat on which he sat

was half of a log with pins supporting it from
the floor. Wooden pins were also driven into

the logs of the side walls and on these pins

rested a slanting board, which was the only
desk in the room. The chimney was a struc-

ture of mud and sticks, and the house was
heated with a large fireplace. The floor was
made of puncheons. Between the logs were
large cracks and these were filled up with
sticks and daubed over with clay. The roof

was covered with boards rived by hand.
When not in school Mr. Richie took his part

on the home farm, and his own labors helped
to clear up some of the land. At the age of

eighteen he began teaching, and taught for

several terms in the winter seasons, while he

farmed in the summer. Thus in 1876 Mr.
Richie applied his energies to the study of

law and made such rapid progress that he was
admitted to the bar in 1877. In May of that

year he began practice at Van Wert and has
been continuously a member of the bar and
one of the most successful now for forty years.

On May 17. 1863, Mr. Richie married Miss
'Slary M. Brittsan, who was born in Harrison
Township of Van Wert County, a daughter
of Isaac and Mrs. (Bring) Brittsan. Mrs.
Richie died in 1892. There were no children,

but a niece of Mrs. Richie, Myrtle Brittsan,

has been a member of the household since she

was a child.

Thomas J. Trippy, a member of the Van
Wert bar for over twenty years, and former
prosecuting attorney of that county, was born
on the fai-m in Jennings Township of this

county, where his parents were pioneer

settlers.

His father, Levi Trippy, born in Columbi-
ana County, Ohio, November 13, 1823, came
to Van Wert County in 1850. Only a small

part of the county had been cleared at tliat

time and he bought a tract of timbered land
in Jennings Township. The first home of the
family there was a log cabin, and other im-
provements came as finances warranted. Levi
Trippy was one of the successful men of his
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community, and long before his death he had
cleared his land and made an excellent farm.

He (<lied at the age of seventy-six. On Decem-
ber 19, 1851, the year after he came to Van
Wert County, he married Matilda Fisher.

She was born in Pennsylvania, March 7, 1832,

and is now spending her declining years at

the home of a daughter.

Reared on a farm, with the wholesome dis-

cipline of work in the fields, Thomas J. Trippy
early learned to become dependent upon his

own resources and educated himself for his

profession. He completed his eai'ly literary

education in the Ohio Normal University at

Ada, and after that taught school and was
also in the mercantile business. In 1892 he

entered the law department of the Ohio
Northern University at Ada, and was gradu-
ated with the class of 1893. In October of the

same year he began practice at Van Wert and
has always enjoyed a living practice and a
splendid reputation as a lawyer.

In 1895 Mr. Trippy was elected prosecuting

attorney of Van Wert County and was re-

elected "to that office in 1897. He has also

served as a member of the city council and as

president of the council, and is a stanch

republican. Mr. Trippy is affiliated with Van
Wert Lodge, No. 130, of the Knights of

Pythias, belongs to the First Methodist Epis-

copal Church and is superintendent of its

Sunday School.

In 1881 he raai-ried Miss Cynthia A.

Rupert, who was born in Allen County,
Ohio, daughter of John W. and Elizabeth

Rupert, natives of Pennsylvania.' Mr. and
Mrs. Trippy have three children: Clarence

W., John H. and Edyth.

George W. Wires, Jr. Pioneer history is

usually interesting, for it carries with it the

inspiring record of siiccessful human enter-

prise. The story of the earliest settlement of

some of the vine covered islands in Lake Erie,

off the coast of Ohio, leads no farther back
than the possible memory of men who may
yet be living, a fact to wonder over in view
of their present highly civilized condition,

with their affluent business men, their world-

wide markets, their educated and traveled

people and their organized political and social

activities. Land that but sixty-nine years ago
sold for a song, is now priceless, and the

fragrant, luscious, wholesome grape is king.

The first permanent settler on North Bass
Island was the late George W. Wires, father
of George W. Wires, Jr., a heavj- grape

grower and prominent citizen of North Bass.

The birth of George W. Wires, Sr., took place

in Genesee County, New York, and there grew
to manhood, when he became a sailor on the

lakes. It was during a slow trip on a scow
carrying stone to Toledo for the construction

of the first locks there, that his attention was
first attracted to North Bass Island, probably

by its luxuriant timber growth. Although not

prepared to investigate at that time, he did

not forget the impression made. This might
have been in 1841, for later, after locating on
Kelley Island, he was married there May 16,

1842, to ;Miss Susan Fox. She was born at

Gosfield, Essex County, Ontario, Dominion of

Canada, and was a daughter of John Fox and
a sister of Simon and Peter Fox, who became
quite prominent in the affairs of the Bass
Islands. The Fox family moved to Peelee

Island in the '20s, settling with three other

white families among the Indians.

While living on Kelley Island, Mr. Wires
worked for others, mainly in clearing land for

agrici;ltural purposes. In 1847, however, de-

siring to settle permanently, he determined on
North Bass Island which was vacant with the

exception of one man. Roswell Nichols, who
had gone there in 1844 from Massachusetts

but was only a temporary resident and never

bought land nor made improvements. The
island was at that time owned by Horace
Kelley and Mr. Wires went to him in Cleve-

land and explained his desire to purchase a

part of the island. He was told to go to

Nortli Bass and blaze out what he wanted.

On his return Mr. Wires selected the south-

east corner of the island and his purchase was
the first sale made by ilr. Kelley, and the

price was $6 per acre. Later, when Mr.
Kelley sent a surveyor to cover the island,

Mr. Nichols and Mr. Wires carried chain for

the job and Mr. Wires' blazed comer sur-

veyed 133 acres.

Mr. Wires went right to work clearing his

land and in 1848 erected his first log cabin,

back from the south shore, a short distance

from the present dock. Fine timber at tliat

time covered the entire island. Subsequently

the most of it was cut and made into cord-

wood and sold to the big boats for fuel. A
:\[r. Carrier then came to the island on the

lookout for ship timber and purchased a

great deal of the heavy oak. The trees were

felled and hewn out square, by hand, and
then shipped to Europe for shipbuilding.

North Bass oak going into many, no doubt, of

Britain's staunchest vessels. In the course of
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time, through his untiring industry, Mr.
Wires had his first farm all cleared and ready
for crops, starting with tlie cultivation of

wheat. He was one of the earliest to recog-

nize the profit to be made in disposal of his

land when the discovery was made that the

grape could be so profitably cultivated here,

and obtained excellent prices for his farm,

divided into small tracts for vineyards.

[Mr. Wires then went to the north side of

the island and there bought another tract of

land and set about clearing that also. He was
seventy years old when he removed to Peelee

Island in order to once more be a pioneer,

the wild frontier seemingly having a charm
for him and pioneer hardships were over-

looked. His family and friends remember a

remark he often made when they remon-
strated with him for assuming further laboi"s,

"A i)iece of machinery will rust out quicker

than it will wear out." In spite of almost
constant labor and exposure of all kinds,

Mr. Wires always enjoyed superb health and
outlived the most of his contemporaries, dying
May 10, 1900, when aged almost ninety-two

years. His widow survived him, her death
occurring November 3, 1903, at the age of

eighty-three. They had the following chil-

dren : Charles, who died in Jlontana and is

buried at Billings; Jane, who died on North
Bass, at the age of seventeen ; Adeline, who
is the widow of James Cummings, lives on
Pelee Island ; Mrs. Lavina Halleck, who lives

on North Bass; William, who is a resident of

Pelee Island ; Peter, who is superintendent of

the United States Fish Hatcheries at Duluth,
Minnesota ; George W. ; Olive and Andrew,
both of whom live on the old homestead on
North Bass; Rose, who is the wife of Nelson
Stockwell, of Huron, Ohio, all being worthy
representatives of some of the finest people
who ever lived and labored on these islands.

George W. Wires, Jr., was born on North
Bass Island, December 9, 1856. His home has

alwaj's been on this island and he owns a fine

farm here and has about twenty acres of

vineyard, in addition to attending to this

property, operating the old homestead. On
December 7, 1886, he was married to Miss
Eliza IMcDonald, of Kingsville, Ontario, and
they have three children : Stanley, who was
born December 10, 1887, is a marine engineer

;

Lloyd, who was born November 2, 1889. re-

sides at home and assists his father; and
Mabel, who was born May 5, 1892. is the wife

of Herbert Stickradt, residing at i\Iilan, Ohio.

In politics IMr. Wires is a republican. For

twenty years he has been a trustee and for

twelve years a member of the school board.

He belongs to no fraternal bodies, but both
sons are members of Commodore Perry Lodge,
Free and Accepted Masons, at Port Clinton.

George M. Parks has given to Toledo its

finest service as an undertaker and funeral

director. Mr. Parks has been in that busi-

ness for twenty-five years, his location being
at 213-215 Main Street in the East End.

Mr. Parks, who was born at Perrysburg, in

Wood County, Ohio, July 19, 1864, is a son
of the late James J. Parks, long famous as a

breeder and raiser of horses. He made a

national reputation in that business, which,
however, was partly in the nature of a diver-

sion fi'om his main interests as a farmer.
James J. Parks was born in Cumberland
County, Penn.sylvania, and came to Ohio in

1859, locating in Wood County. He was a

merchant there, also a farmer, and acquired
very extensive interests, owning several large

farms. The raising of blooded horses was his

chief delight, and from his stables came a
number of fine animals that made their rec-

ords on the race tracks of the country. At
times he had as many as 140 head of horses

on his farm. He was very .successful in busi-

ness affairs and along with thorough ability

he possessed a genial disposition and other
social qualities which drew to him a host of

friends. His was an exemplary life, he was
interested in politics and in the welfare of

his fellow citizens. At one time he was
elected to and represented his fellow men in

the State Legislature several terms and was a
stanch republican. In 1881 James J. Parks
moved to Toledo and after that lived a retired

life until his death in 1885. He married
Catherine Collier, and they had a family of

three sons and five daughters. Five of the

children are still living.

The youngest of the family, George M.
Parks was the last to leave home. He had
his education in the public schools of Perrys-
burg and at the age of tweuty-one he came to

Toledo. For four years Mr. Pa^s conducted
a livery and sales stable in the city, and in

1891 entered the undertaking and embalming
business at his present location, 213-215 Main
Street. The success of that line is largely due
to his progressive methods. He was the first

operator to own and operate a private ambu-
lance, and he has kept his equipment in every
department up to the highest standards. He
owns several automobile ambulances and
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probably has the most complete service in that

respect of any undertaker in the United
States..

"While his best years have been devoted to

his business and profession his public spirit

has been awake to make him a participant in

every movement for the civic welfare. He
is a member of the East End Commercial
Club, is a thirty-second degree Scottish Rite

Mason, and also belongs to the Knights of

Pythias, the Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks, the National Union and the Forest-

ers. He is a member of the Episcopal Church.
Mr. Parks was married in Michigan May 13,

1886, to Miss Kate Rae Dresser. Her father

was a native of IMaine, and Mrs. Parks is one
of four children. Two children have been
born to Mr. and IMrs. Parks. The older is

Jes.sie June, married Charles George Emmert,
and they have three children, one boy and two
girls, Parks Dresser, Marjorie May and Bon-
nie Jean. The second child of Mr. and ]\Irs.

Parks, Verna Ruth, is a student at Toledo
University.

John Henry Andreas, who is now district

manager at Findlay for the National Casualty
Company of Detroit, is a man of unusual ex-

periences and character. As a boj' he did

more than dream about exploits in the Far
West and answered the call of the wild, and
for the best years of his life he was mining,

prospecting, making hazardous trips over the

mining fields of the Northwest and Alaska,

and though his life has been passed in the

comparatively peaceful times of the last half

century he has been able to satisfy a thirst

for adventure and excitement beyond the pos-

sibilities given to most men.
Mr. Andreas was born on a farm at Fre-

mont, Sandusky County, Ohio, in 1865, a son

of John R. and Mary Ann (Collar) Andreas.
He is of Scotch and French ancestry and his

forefathers came to America with General
Lafayette to fight the battle of independence
for the colonies.

Mr. Andreas spent his early years on his

father's fariy, attended the country schools,

and for two terms was a student in the Val-

paraiso Normal in Indiana.

He was seventeen when he took his first

trip to the Far West. He became an employe
of the Anaconda Mining Company in ]\Ion-

tana and during the four years spent with
that company he was advanced in responsi-

bilities until he was made superintendent of

a department. He left the Anaconda Com-

pany to become a prospector for gold, silver

and lead in the mountains of Idaho.

In 1887 Mr. Andreas and his brother,

Frank, discovered and promoted the great

Franklin gold mine at Pine, Elmore County,
Idaho. That is a mine which has been worked
now steadily for nearly thirty years and is

still a producer. After four years Mr. An-
dreas sold his half interest to his brother, and
locating at Lincoln, Nebraska, became identi-

fied with the trade paper. Western Resources,

and from that city as his headquarters he also

promoted various mining properties for a

year. In 1893 he removed to Chicago and
continued his business as a mining promoter.

For several j^ears Mr. Andreas lived at Bowl-

ing Green, Ohio, conducted a restaurant four

years, but in 1897, with the first news from
the great Klondike region in Alaska, he con-

tracted his services in the interests of a syn-

dicate of Bowling Green men and went to the

Far North as a mining expert to report on

prospects. After three years spent in the

Klondike region he returned to Bowling

Green in 1900. The following two years he

leased and operated some oil land, and after

that was once more in Idaho, promoting gold,

silver and lead mines. He remained in Idaho

until 1904. For a time he was in the real

estate business at Boise, Idaho, and the years

1910 to 1913 were spent at Atlanta, Georgia,

as a land agent and colonizer in Northwestern

Florida lands. Another year was spent at

Gibsonburg, Ohio, where he was a laud pro-

moter and photographer. In 1916 Mr. An-
dreas came to Findlay and became district

manager for the Findlay-Tiffin district of

the National Casualty Company of Detroit.

His ability to work hard has already brought

him three honors as a business getter for the

company, and a fourth honor will soon be

awarded him.

A few years ago Mr. Andreas took an un-

usual plea'sure trip. With a dog sled he went

over the snow and ice, with limited provisions

and with adventure and excitement on almost

every mile of the journey, to Point Barrow,

Alaska.
In 1895 he married Villa Moore, daughter

of Randle IMoore, of Bowling Green, Ohio.

By that marriage he has a daughter, Leah

Moore, now twenty-one years of age. For

his present wife Jlr. Andreas married Cora

MePhersou of Selma, Alabama. They were

married in 1910. Their two children are:

Jean, born in 1911, and Mary Lorinda, born

in 1916. Mr. Andreas is a republican voter.
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W. C. Fisher, after a long and thorough

business training and experience at Lima,

came to St. Marys in 1902, the year the Glass

Block Company was incorporated and the de-

pai'tmeut store established, and became book-

keeper with the lirm and is now its secretary

and treasurer and general manager.
The Glass Block Company, which has a

capital of $60,UU0, is one of the largest and
most complete department stores in Northwest

Ohio outside the City of Toledo. The kind of

service which begins with reliable merchandise

and almost unlimited stock to select from,

together with good salesmanship and wide
advertising, has made this store the center of

a trade which is by no means limited to

Auglaize County. It has seven distinct de-

partments, with the one price system prevail-

ing throughout, and with nothing but the

best quality of merchandise displayed on the

counters and on the floors. The departments

are dry goods, ladies' ready-to-wear gar-

ments, furniture, stoves, pianos and phono-

graphs, queensware and the bargain base-

ment. . Over 37,000 square feet of floor space

are devoted to these different departments,

and the store occupies a building three stories

and basement, 75 by 125 feet, the structure

having been planned and built especially for

this business.

W. C. Fisher gives all his time and energies

to the conduct of this splendid business, and
his personal management has been a large

factor in the company "s success. He was born

in Lafayette, Ohio, November 30, 1872, a son

of James M. and Rachel (Nash) Fisher. His

grandfather, Emanuel Fisher, came from his

native state of Pennsylvania to Perry County,

Ohio, in the early days, subsequently removing
to Allen County, where he died. He was a

country merchant, and merchandising has

been the prevailing line of business followed

in the family for several generations. Eman-
uel Fislier also served two terms as county

treasurer of Allen County. The maternal

grandfather, John Na.sh, was also an early

settler in Allen County and was a farmer.

James M. Fisher was born in Perry County,

Ohio, in 18-45, and died in July, 1915. His
wife was born at Lafayette, Ohio, in 1846, and
is still living. They were married in Allen

County. James M. Fisher for over twenty
years was in the groceiy business at Lima.

He was a well read and educated man, and
always progressive in his citizenship. He was
a democrat and a member of the Lutheran
Church. There were three children : Emmett

Fisher, who is now serving as county recorder
of Allen County ; J. Edward Fisher, a lather

at Lima; and W. C. Fisher.
After getting his education in the Lima

public schools W. C. Fisher became clerk in

a furniture store at Lima, and spent TYo years
carefully laying the foundations for his future
career. After that for three years he was
assistant secretary of the Lima Waterworks.
In 1902 he came to St. Marys, became book-

keeper of the Glass Block Company, was
advanced to other responsibilities and since

September 1, 1915, has been manager of the

company, is one of its stockholders and is

secretary and treasurer, ilr. Fisher was mar-
ried in February, 1917, to Clara Caroline
Stadder, native of St. Marys, Ohio. He is

affiliated with the Masonic oi'der, the Inde-
pendent Oi'der of Odd Fellows, the Lutheran
Church, and is a democrat in polities.

David Armstrong, Jr., whose career as a
lawyer has begun with great promise at St.

Marys, was admitted to the bar in 1914, and
was not long in securing recognition and
standing in the bar of his native community.
In 1915 he was elected city solicitor of St.

Marys, and he gives all his time to that ofSee

and to his growing practice.

He was born at St. Marys March 20, 1891,
was graduated from the high school of his

native city in 1909, attended Wooster College

for two years, and for three years was a stu-

dent of law in the University of Michigan.
;\Ir. Armstrong is unmarried, is a member of

the Presbyterian Church, is a democrat in

polities, and fraternally is affiliated with the

Blue Lodge, the Royal Arch Chapter and the

Council of Masonry, and is a member of

Wapakoneta lodge of the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks.

He represents some old and honored names
of Auglaize County. His grandfather, David
Armstrong, Sr., was a native of Virginia,

came to Auglaize County, Ohio, in the '40s,

and for more than sixty years has been a suc-

cessful merchant, is still active and is one of

the oldest business men in Auglaize County
and the oldest merchant at St. Marys, where
he has a large dry goods and carpet store.

He is a democrat, has been quite active in

party affairs, and has served as a member of

the town council of St. Marys.

R. H. Armstrong, father of David Arm-
strong, Jr., was born at St. Marys in 1860.

and after a common school education took up
business life with his father, with whom he
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was associated for ten years, and since 1891

has been in the shoe business at St. Marys for

himself. He still gives all his time and ener-

gies to his business affairs. He is a democrat
and a member of the Presbyterian Church.

He. was married at St. Marys to Miss Anna
Birk, who was born at Wapakoneta, Ohio, in

1870, a daughter of Jacob Birk, who was born

in the same locality and was a farmer until

he entered the Union army during the Civil

war. After he had been out for nearly two
years he received a wound, on account of

which he was given his honorable discharge,

and his death was the direct result of this

injury incurred while fighting the battles

of his country. R. H. Armstrong and wife

are the parents of five children : Fredonia, at

home ; David ; Anna Birk, now in Miami Uni-

versity at Oxford, Ohio ; Henrietta, a teacher

;

and Louise, still attending the grade schools.

Charles H. Neumeier. "When a young
man Charles H. Neumeier learned the cigar

maker's trade. He learned it well and thor-

oughly, became an expert individual work-

man, and in time was promoted to responsi-

bilities of oversight and direction of other

makers.
His executive ability and his general all

around knowledge and expertness in the cigar

business were well attested when a few years

ago he was appointed superintendent of the

St. Marys plant of the Deisel-Wenner Com-
pany, one of the largest and most successful

cigar making concerns in America. They
manufacturer the celebrated San Felice and

El Verso cigars. The plant at St. Marys
employs 200 people, and it makes more than

8,000,000 cigars a year. The company has

various plants over Northwest Ohio, and the

one at St. Marys was established about 2V2
years ago. Mr. Neumeier has shown a great

deal of ability and has been largely responsible

for the success of the industry at St. Marys.

He was born at Wapakoneta October 28,

1881, a son of Andrew and Catherine (Fisher)

Neumeier. His paternal grandfather, Andrew
Neumeier came from Germany and was an

early settler in Auglaize County, where
Andrew, Jr., was born in 1847. The mother
was born in Montgomery County, Ohio, near

Dayton, in 1849. They were married in

Wapakoneta, and are still living there.

Andrew Neumeier learned the carpenter's

trade as a young man and has followed it all

his active career. The family are members of

the Catholic Church and he is a democrat in

politics. Of the nine children six are still

living: Charles H. ; Loretta, wife of Clem
Hartman, a jeweler at Wapakoneta; Amelia,
wife of Ralph Cleaves, agent for the Ameri-
can Express Company at Marysville, Ohio;
Raymond, in the National Cash Register Com-
pany at Dayton, Ohio; Harry, who is em-
ployed in an ammunition plant at Dayton;
and Robert, still at home.

Charles H. Neumeier grew up in Wapako-
neta and gained his early education in the

public and parochial schools. He is a gradu-

ate of the College of Mechano-Therapy of

Chicago, Illinois, and also of the Scranton

Correspondence School, taking, a course in

;\Iechanical Drafting. In 1904 he married

Miss Estella Burden, who was box-u near

Wapakoneta. They have three children:

Edwena, Don and Bob. They worship in the

English Lutheran Church, and Jlr. Neumeier
takes much interest in Masonry, being affil-

iated with the Lodge, Chapter and Council,

and has filled the post of senior deacon.

John M. Rowland. One of the distinc-

tions of John M. Rowland, now living in

Deshler, is that he is the oldest native son

still living of Richfield Township, Henry
County. It was more than three score and
ten years ago, on May 13, 1846, that he was
born in a little log cabin which stood on

section 23 of that township. His was an

industrious lifetime and he made vigorous ap-

plication of his energies to the business of

farming on the very section on which he was
born. His home was never beyond the limits

of that section until he removed, in April,

1916, to the town of Deshler, where he now
has a comfortable residence and enjoys the

conveniences of the town. He had acquired

an ample competence for his future needs

and he and his wife sold their forty acre farm
before moving to the town.

The land which he worked so successfully

and with such profit year after year and

season after season was a tract which he and

his wife cleared up from the heavy woods and

had drained from the swampy condition in

which they had first found it. Mr. and Mrs.

Rowland's first home there was a log cabin,

not greatly different from the humble home
in which John M. Rowland first saw the light

of day. An ambition to get a home is one

of the strongest driving powers that influence

human activities. John il. Rowland when he

started home life of his own had little money,

and while he provided for his material necer-
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sities by working in a sawmill nearby he spent

several hours every night clearing and grub-

bing and gradually extending the area of

cultivation. In those early years times were
hard, money was scarce, and the rewards of

toil were only a small per cent of what they

are today.

Mr. Rowland is a son of Silas and Catherine

(Stotler) Rowland, both of whom are natives

of Stark County, Ohio, and of Pennsylvania
parentage. His paternal grandparents, John
and Polly Rowland, were farmers in Stark

County, were of the sterling old Scotch Pres-

byterian stock, and they lived long and useful

lives, dying when past eighty years of age.

John Rowland was a whig and subsequently
became a republican.

Silas Rowland was the oldest in a family

of five sons and two daughters, all of whom
grew up and married and all are now de-

ceased except Thomas, who is eighty years of

age and is living in Damascus Township of

Henry County, having spent his life as a
farmer. His wife is now deceased, but he has
children living. Silas Rowland and wife were
married in Stark County, Ohio, and for their

honeymoon they made the journey to Henry
Coiuity with wagon drawn by ox team. Silas

Rowland had previously acquired a tract of

land from the government in Henry County,
pajdng $1.25 per acre. Many years later that

same land sold for $200 an acre. They jour-

neyed to Henry County with a minimum of

possessions. The wagon had a small stock

of bedding and other household goods, and
among the implements they brought the axe
and the grubbing hoe were perhaps the chief.

Their cash capital amounted to only seventy-
five cents. Section 23 in Richfield Township
was then remote and an almost unbroken
wilderness. They had to scale and clear a
road for the passage of their wagon and team
through the forest, and in the midst of the
heavy timber and in the swamp land they
built a log cabin, the chinks daubed with mud,
a stick and mud chimney, a puncheon floor, a
roof of clapboards bound down with weight
poles, while the wooden door, merely a big
puncheon, swung on wooden hinges. At one
end of this cabin was a wide deep and open
fireplace, in which swung a crane from which
the pots and kettles were suspended. In that
fireplace all the cooking was done. Around
them the woods extended for seven or eight
miles in every direction. Wild game abounded
and Indians were not infrequent visitors at

the little cabin. Mrs. Silas Rowland never saw

a white face, except that of her husband for

eighteen months in a stretch. She finally met
an old gentleman named Bobby Dukes of East
Milton, Ohio, and meeting him was a won-
derful event in varying the monotony of

pioneer isolation. The 160 acres in Richfield
Township they eventually cleared, replaced
the log cabin with a good frame house and
barn, and it was classed as one of the niosl

productive farms in that neighborhood, grow-
ing abundant crops of corn, oats, hay, pota-

toes and other crops. The land was just

sandy enough to be pei-fect for all purposes

qJl crop growing. Here Silas Rowland died
in 1872. He was ' born about 1815. His
widow survived him about twenty years and
passed away at Delta, Ohio, at the home of

her daughter, Mrs. Ella Benier. She was
then a vei-y old woman. Both she and her
husband were active members of the Presby-
terian Church. Silas Rowland became a re-

publican upon the organization of that party
and for eight years served as justice of the
peace.

In the simple home surroundings above de-
scribed John M. Rowland spent the first

twenty-three years of his life. He hac| such
limited education -as was supplied by the local

schools of his day. At the age of twenty-
three he was married at the home of his bride,

a simple log cabin, to Margaret Walker. Mrs.
Rowland was born in Delaware County, Ohio,
December 14, 1844, and she was t\^enty-three
years of age when she removed to Richfield

Township of Henry county. She taught
school in this county before her marriage.
Her parents were Harvey and Frances
(Thurston) Walker, both natives of Delaware
County, where they were married. Mr.
Walker became a practical farmer. His first

wife, the mother of Mrs. Rowland, died in

1857 in the prime of life. She left two sons,

John and Octavius, and daughters Ruth,
Frances and Mrs. Rowland. Mr. Walker
married for his second wife Mrs. Harriet
Greenley, whose maiden name was Main
They then removed to Richfield Township of
Henry County, locating on a farm, where Mr.
Walker died eight years later. He was then
about sixty years of age. His second wife
survived him a number of years but was not
an old woman when she died. The Walkers
were also active members of the Methodist
Church and were faithful people and excel-

lent neighbors. Mr. Walker was a republican.
Mr. and Mrs. Rowland had the following

children: Minnie is the wife of Eli Miller
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and lives in Indianapolis, Indiana. Silas

Harvey is a farmer at Westhope in Henry
County and by his marriage to Lillie Rodgers
has a son Orville, now twenty-tlu'ee years of

age and a farmer. The third child, Arthur,
died at the age of eight mouths. Nellie is the

wife of Edward Rogers, a tile manufacturer
in Richfield Township, and their children are
Marie, Lawrence, Helen, Clyde, Ethel and
Opal. Homer E. is a general merchant at

Westhope, Ohio, and he and his wife have
three sous and one daughter living. Otto is

connected with the Adams Express Company
in Chicago, is married and has a daughter^
Virginia A. Mr. John M. Rowland is a re-

publican, having begun to vote with that party
when it was still a young organization, and
has never deviated from the political faith

in which he was reared.

Charles L. Hunter has been busied with
those things that make up a newspaper man's
life, everything from standing at the case and
setting type to the writing of editorials and
business management, for the greater part of

his active career. He has spent altogether

fully twenty-seven years in this line of work.
His home and associations since childhood

have been around St. Marys. He is now the

honored postmaster of that little city. He
was born there January 6, 1869, a son of

Anderson R. and Julia A. (Emerick) Hunter.
The Huntej-s were originally a Scotch family.

Both the Hunters and Emericks came to Ohio
from New England. Anderson R. Hunter
was born in Stark County, Ohio, August 22,

1824, and died in 1892. "During the war he
served as provost marshal, was a democrat in

politics, and filled several minor town and
village offices. His principal occupation was
butcher and stock buj^er. He was known as

a man of integrity and his many years of

hard work were rewarded in a competence.
He was married at St. Marys, and his wife,

who was born in Mercer County, Ohio, in

1845. is still living, and an active member of

the United Brethren Church. To their mar-
riage were bom eleven children, and the

eight now living are : Anderson R., a saw-
mill man ; Charles L. ; James L., who is an
oil well driller at Tulsa, Oklahoma; John G.,

a chain maker at St. Marys; Nancy, wife of

Dorsey Howe, of St. Marys; Norvil, a painter
and paper hanger; Russell A., in the butcher
business and farming at St. Marys; and Wil-
bur S., a machinist at New Bremen.

Charles L. Hunter finished his education in

the St. ;Marys High School. His first occu-
pation was that of a printei-, and from that
he gravitated into general newspaper work.
For a number of years he was editor of the
St. JIarys Leader, and was also associated
with D. A. Clark in the weekly Argus at St.

Marys. He was one of the men who estab-
lished the Evening Leader, and successfully
managed it and edited it for eight years.
On March 28, 1914, Mr. Hunter was ap-

pointed postmaster of St. Marys, and has since
given his principal time and attention to the
duties of that office. On July 4, 1891, he mar-
ried Matilda Caldwell, who was born near
St. Marys. Three of their four children are
living: Julia, who graduated from high
school in 1910, is also a graduate of the Colum-
bia College of Expression in Chicago; Robert
G., a linotype operator at Stubenville, Ohio;
and ilarie, who is a graduate of high school
with the class of 1914. The daughter, Han-
nah A., died aged eleven years. Mrs. Hunter
and her children are members of the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church. He has always taken
much interest in fraternal afi'airs, is affiliated

with Mercer Lodge, No. 121, Free and Ac-
cepted Masons, St. Marys Chapter No. 51,

Royal Arch Masons, St. JIarys Council No.
81, Royal and Select Masters, with the Con-
sistory of the Scottish Rite at Dayton, is a

past master in the Blue Lodge, and is now
secretary, and also secretary of the Royal
Arch Chapter and the Council, and a mem-
ber and past worthy patron of Hawthorne
Chapter No. 119, Order Eastern Star. Mr.
Hunter is a member of Shawnee Lodge of

the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and
St. ilarys Encampment, and has been through
the various chairs of both these bodies of Odd
Fellowship and is a member of Earnest Re-
bekah Lodge No. 299. He was a district

representative in the state encampment for

six years.

In newspaper work Mr. Hunter showed an

ability to write forcefully and with a broad
comprehension of current affairs, and has him-

self been a leader in local politics for a num-
l)er of years. He is a democrat.

Guy E. Noble, M. D., of St. Marys, is one

of four brothers, all of whom are doing com-

mendable work as physicians, and it is doubt-

ful if any one family in Northwestern Ohio
is better represented in the medical profes-

sion today than the Nobles. The other broth-

ers are Harry S., Nathan Vernon and Walter
A. Walter is a specialist in the diseases of
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eye, ear, nose and throat and is employed in

the State Institution for the Feeble Minded
at Columbus.
Through the various generations the Noble

family has been identified with Northwestern
Ohio since pioneer times. The founder of

the family here was Elisha Noble, who was
born in Maryland, moved to Clinton County,
Ohio, and afterwards to Mercer County, which
was later included in Auglaize County, where
he died. Originally the Nobles came from
England. Henry S. Noble, son of Elisha,

was born in Clinton County, Ohio, August
26, 1811, a date which in itself fixes the early

residence of the family in this part of the

state. He came to Auglaize County in 1837,

bought eighty acres of land, and was a suc-

cessful and prosperous pioneer farmer, leav-

ing a large estate, consisting of 320 acres, at

his death. He was a Mason, a democrat who
filled various township offices, and with his

wife worshiped in the Methodist Episcopal
Church. He married in Clinton County,
Ohio, Cynthia A. Roberts, who died in 1858.

Her father, William Roberts, was born in

Maryland and died in Clinton County, Ohio.

Henry S. Noble, who died March 22, 1879,

was the father of three children, all of them
now deceased except Albion V. Noble.

Albion V. Noble was born in Auglaize
County, Ohio, February 5, 1851, was educated
in the district schools of Noble Township and
at an early age began working on the farm.
He has been a farmer all his active career and
he lived on the old homestead until 1911, when
he retired to his town home in St. Marys. As
a democrat he has been quite active in county
politics, filled the office of justice of the peace
twenty-one years, and for a number of years
was a member of the school board. He mar-
ried Mattie Wlieatstone, who was born and
reared in Allen County, Ohio. They were
married in Auglaize County. Besides their

four sons who are physicians and have
ah'eady been named they were the parents
of four other children : Luella, wife of V. A.
Caldwell, a major in the regular United
States Army and a graduate of West Point
Military Academy ; Frank, who is a farmer in

Auglaize County; Gynette, wife of A. W.
Graver, an attorney at Youngstown; and
Stafford S., a machinist in Youngstown.

Dr. Guy E. Noble was born on a farm three

miles north of St. Marys June 22, 1881. He
spent his early life on the farm, and gradu-
ated from St. Marys High School in 1900,
and then entered Starling Medical College at

Columbus, where he took his degree in 1905.
He soon afterward located at St. Marys and
began pi-actice with his brother, Harry, and
they have continued as a firm ever since and
have as good standing and as large a practice
as any other firm of doctors in the county.
The firm of Noble & Noble now consists of
Harry S., Guy E. and N. Vernon Noble, the
latter having entered the firm in 1917. He
is a graduate of Starling Medical College,
class of 1911.

In April, 1916, Dr. Guy Noble married
Hazel Kelehner, who had been a trained
nurse at Lima. Doctor Noble is a member of
the Methodist Episcopal Church of St. Marys,
while his wife retains membership in the
United Brethren Church at Lima. Fra-
ternally he is a Roj-al Arch and Consistory
Mason, a member of the Knights of Pythias,
the Fraternal Order of Eagles, the Loyal
Order of Moose, the Improved Order of Red
Men, the Tribe of Ben Hur and the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks. He belongs to

the Auglaize County and State Medical
societies, and the American Medical Associa-
tion, and in politics is a democrat.

Albert Hebzing. The greatest and most
important industry at St. Marys, and one of
the most distinctive concerns in its line in the
State of Ohio, is the St. ]Marys Woolen Manu-
facturing Company, of which Albert Herziug
is president. His father, the late Philip V.
Herzing, was the fii'st president of that busi-

ness. This company employs a capital stock
of $300,000. It has a large plant, furnishing
employment to a considerable part of the
working population, at St. Marys, wtith B
large payroll annually, and the output is

almost explicitly a fine line of woolen blan-

kets. There is not another company in the
LTnited States that manufactures superior
blankets to those that are produced at St.

Marys. It is a business that has been built

up by many years of careful attention to

details and the excellence of the output, and
any man might be proui to occupy the posi-

tion of president of the company.
The Herziug family has been identified with

Auglaize County for a great many years.

Albert Herzing was born at St. Mai-ys October
15, 1859, a son of Philip Y. and Elis'e (Pauck)
Herzing. His father was born in Bavaria,
Germany, in 1808, was a graduate of the

German L'niversity of Wurzbui-g, and was
a highly polished and cultui-ed gentleman, as

well as an able business executive. He came
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to the United States in young manhood, and
was married at Cincinnati in 1842 to Miss

Pauek, who was born in Belefeld, Prussia, in

1824, and died in 1911. Before coming to

America Philip Herzing served in the cus-

toms service. From Cincinnati he removed
to Wapakoueta, where he conducted a general

store for a time. "When he came to St. Marys
he was still a poor man, and his big success

in life was won in this locality. For a time

he was in the hardware business, but after-

wards engaged in the flouring mill business

and other enterprises. On the i-eorganization

of the St. Marys Woolen Manufacturing
Company he became th-e first president and
directed its affairs for many years. His suc-

cess in business naturally brought him into

prominence in local affairs. He was a mem-
ber of the St. Marys School Board, served as

collector of port at St. Marys, and for four

times in succession was elected a member of

the state board of public works, being the

only citizen to be thus distinguished by re-

peated re-elections. He was a republican, a

member of St. Paul's German Reform Church,

and a very early member of St. Marys Lodge

of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.

His death occurred in 1883. Of his nine chil-

dren, the two now living are Mrs. Julia

Stephan, a widow, at St. Marys, and Albert

Herzing.

Albert Herzing grew up in St. Marj's, at-

tended the public schools there, and in 1876

entered the woolen mills, where he remained
nine months, familiarizing himself with all

its technical processes and business manage-
ment. After that he was employed in a bank
for a year, but finally returned to the mills,

and has assumed all the various grades of

responsibility to president. Mr. Herzing is

a member of St. Paul's Reform Church and
in politics is a republican.

March 16, 1882, he married Fredericka
Moser. Her father, John Jacob Moser, was
an early settler at Wapakoneta, where for a

number of years he was in the jewelry busi-

ness. Mr. and Mrs. Herzing have four chil-

dren : Helen, wife of Walter E. Meyer, a

hardware merchant at St. Marys; Norma,
wife of Dr. C. W. Clark, a chemist at Pitts-

burg, Pennsylvania; Wanda, wife of Lowell
P. Rietger, assistant secretary of the Mead
Pulp & Paper Company of Dayton, Ohio ; and
Philip, who is now fifteen years of age and is

in the third year of the local high school.

Clarence W. Springer bears some of the

important responsibilities of the industrial

activities of St. Marys. In 1898 he came off

his father's farm and entered the shop of the

St. Marys Wheel and Spoke Company, and by
solving the various problems as presented and
by inviting added responsibilities from time
to time he has been promoted until he is now
assistant manager of that large business.

This firm has a national if not international

reputation as manufacturers of vehicle wheels,

wheel material, carriage woodstock and hard-
wood lumber.

Mr. Springer was born in Mercer County,
Ohio, January 6, 1879, grew up on the old

homestead in Mercer County, attended the

high school at Celina and also took a course

in the business college at Lima, Ohio, for two
years. It was with this educational equip-

ment that he entered the plant of the' St.

Marys Wheel and Spoke Company.
Mr. Springer is a worthy descendant of one

of the oldest and most illustrious families in

America and in Europe. There is not a miss-

ing link in the lineage from the cradle of

today back to some of the renowned royal

families of the middle ages. The family

annals are made conspicuous by such names as

Alfred the Great, Henry the Fowler, Otho
the Illustrious, the Czar and Grand Duchess
of Russia, and even further back to old Charle-

magne in 742 A. D., whose father was Pepin
the Short, born 714, and died 768. The family

headlines go even further back to 420 A. D.

It is indeed a remarkable family that can

trace its ancestry back to Charlemagne who
reigned over the Franks for forty-seven years,

conquered and Christianized his enemies, and
was one of the builders of modern Europe.
There is an authentic Springer coat of arms
and many other relics and memento&s of their

historic and illustrious ancestry.

The origin of the name Springer is traced

to Louis II, a military officer who incurred

the enmity of his emperor, Henry IV. Be-

cause of unjust suspicions concerning his

character and motives, he was imprisoned in

the old Castle of Giebiekenstein. 100 feetJ

above the River Saale. No attempt was madel
to bring him to trial, since it was known thatj

he was innocent and the purpose in imprison-

ing him was merely to keep him out of the!

way on account of his popularity. In 1089j
he made his escape by an adventurous leap,

or spring, from the tall battlements of thel

castle into the Saale River. He came from the!

water apparently unhurt. Captured and!
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taken before the Emperor Henry, the latter

expressed a great surprise at his courage and
pardoned him outright. Prom that incident

he received the surname Springer, and was
thenceforward known as Louis II, The
Springer. This Louis the Springer was born
in 1042 and died in 1128. He built Wartburg
Castle. His son, Louis III, succeeded him as

Landgrave of Thuringia. His son, Christo-

pher Louis I, was named Count Springer

and presented with Waldenburg in Silesia

by Emperor Henry IV.

While the descendants of Louis the

Springer became scattered throughout the

civilized world, many of them remained in

Germany. Christopher Christlieb Christian

Springer, born in 1550, died in 16.30 at Lams-
tedt, Province of Hanover, Germany. Chris-

topher, his son, was born at Lamstedt in 1592,

emigrated to Stockholm, Sweden, and at

Upsala and Westergotland owned seven

taxable farms and was endowed by the king

with two county seats and owned other vast

estates with heavy bank accounts at Stock-

holm. He died in 1669. His widow was his

third wife, and she was given by his will the

rental of his vast estate, without depriving

the half sister, Christina of Russia, and her

half brother, Lorentz, of any of their in-

herited rights. The only children of his third

wife to have issue were Charles Christopher

Springer, born 1658, and Lorentz, a half

brother, born in 1646.

The American line begins with Charles

Christopher Springer, last named. While
attending college in London, England, and at

a time when emigration to America was brisk,

he was invited aboard one of the emigrant

ships, and while busily reveling in a last

farewell to some of his friends the ship pulled

anchor and was out to sea before he knew it.

He made the best of the situation, worked
out part of his passage and arranged a loan

from a Virginia planter aboard for the bal-

ance with a contract to woi'k on his planta-

tion until he was repaid. He landed in Vir-

ginia, where he fulfilled his obligation to the

planter. Learning of the Swedish colony at

what is now Wilmington, Delaware, he started

alone through the wilds of Virginia, and after

many days of travel and hardship reached

his destination, overjoyed to be among his

native people.

He soon became prominently engaged in

the business affairs of what is now the City

of Wilmington. A man of deep religious con-

victions, he set about to build what remains

today of Old Swedes Church, completed in

1698. His name with others is signed to a
contract guaranteeing the brick mason, Joseph
Yard of Philadelphia, dated May 19, 1698;
also on the first subscription after his name
appeared the amount, £6, about $30. Under
a list of labor donated the pastor makes note

:

"Charles Springer is not reckoned for any
work in his account, though in some days
assisting the carpenters, he has from the be-

ginning to the end been engaged in various

journeys gathering material, such as brick,

lime, nails, boards and other things, in Phila-

delphia, Upland, Sandy Hook and Maryland,
devoting days and wcrks absent from his own
home, at his dwii fx|>.'iisp, and with his own
horse and witliout the least expense to the

congregation." (Records Old Swedes
Church, pages 44 to 50, translated from the

original Swedish record.) Much of the suc-

cess of the colony and the future prosperity

attained was due to his efforts in connection

with others like him.

He was married in 1692 at Wilmington to

Maria Hendricks. She died March 13, 1727,

and on June 13th of the same year he mar-
ried Anika Walraven. His children were all

by his first wife : Rebecca, 1692 ; Magdalena,
1694; Christopher, 1696; Jacob, 1698; John,

1700; James, 1703; Joseph, 1709; Charles,

1722.

Of James, mentioned in this list as born

in 1703, there was a son, Charles, who was
born in 1735 and died on March 6, 1804.

George, born in 1763, a son of Charles, has

the following record of children : Jacob,

1788; Catharine, 1794; George, 1790; Eliza-

beth, 1791; Henry, 1793; Sally, 1798; John,

1800 ; Peter, 1802.

The present generation of the Springer

family in Northwest Ohio has Springer blood

on both sides. This is due to the following

"loop" in the genealogical records. A sister

of the George Springer mentioned above was
born in 1763, married a member of the Past

family, and became the mother of Jacob Fast,

Sr. Jacob Fast, Sr., married for his first

and second wife Sally and Catharine, re-

spectively, both the children of George
Springer, 1763. Sally was born in 1798 and
Catharine in 1794. The children of Jacob
Fast, Sr., were: Phillip, Sally, Rebecca,

Simon and Jacob, Jr. Jacob Past, Jr., was
born January 22, 1820, and died January 7,

1872. By his marriage to Barbara Stuck he

had Sarah, Amanda, Christina, Mary, Ellen,

Jacob Charles, Benjamin and Phoebe Ann
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Fast. Phoebe Ann Fast was born December
23, 1858, and married Joseph Springer.

Now to take the other side of the "loop."
Jacob Springer, 1788, sou of George, died
October 4, 1855. His children were : John,
1812; Jacob, 1811; Andrew, 1817; Henry,
1819; Catherine, 1822; and Abraham, who
was born April 14, 1824, and died December
7, 1899. Abraham Springer's children were:
David, Levi, Abraham, Rebecca, Kaziah Jane
Lucy and Joseph Springer. The last named
Joseph Springer was born ' September 11,

1856, and married Phoebe Ann Fast.

Both Joseph Springer and his wife Phoebe
Ann (Fast) Springer are still living. They
were born in Mercer County, and Joseph has

made a gi-atifying success of his life, having
started as a poor man and for a number of

years has been engaged in the manufacturing
business near Celina, but is now living on his

farm practically retired. He is a republican,

has served on the school board for a number of

years, is a member of the Independent Order
of Odd Fellojws, and he and his wife belong
to the United Brethren Church. Both of them
worked hard and denied themselves many
luxuries as young people in order to provide
for the education and training of their large

family of ten children, six sons and four
daughters.

The names of these children, all of whom
are living, are as follows : Clarence Wilfred
Springer, born January 6, 1879, and men-
tioned at the head of this sketch. Elnora
Esther, born March 5, 1880, married Aquilla

Shupp and resides at Mercer, Ohio. Dennis
S. Springer, born May 15, 1881, unmarried,
and now serving in Company K of the Second
Regiment Ohio National Guard on the Mexi-
can border. Ashley B. Springer, born July
30, 1883, unmarried, and living at Celina,

Ohio, where he is assistant manager of the

Celina ]Manufacturing Company. Walter L.,

born March 26, 1886, employed at the Celina
Manufacturing Companj' in Celina, where he
resides, and is married. Russell C. Springer,

born September 15, 1887, married and resid-

ing on a farm near Neptune, Ohio. ]\Iary E.

Springer, born July 1, 1890, married M. Duse
and resides in Celina. Barbara Alice

Springer, born February 28, 1892, unmarried
and a stenographer in Toledo. Lawrence N.
Springer, born September 19, 1893, married
and residing near Mendon, Ohio, on a farm.
Elsie Hannah Springer, born May 19, 1897,

unmarried, and attending Oxford College.

Besides his active connection with the St:

Marys Wheel and Spoke Company Clarence
W. Springer is secretary of the Celina Manu-
facturing Company of Celina, is second vice

president of the W^heatley Spoke Company
of Wheatley, Arkansas, and president of the
Hardwoods Product Company, Incorporated,
at Itta Bena, ilississippi.

On October 9, 1900, Clarence W. Springer
married Miss Katharine Gertrude Makley,
who was born November 16, 1878, daughter
of George Makley, a blacksmith and carriage
maker of St. Marys. Their five children, all

except the oldest now in school, are: Paul
Makley Springer, born March 22, 1903 ; Mary
ilagdaliu Springer, born January 27, 1906;
Charles Christoper Springer, born May 6,

1907 ; JIary Gertrude Springer, born July 8,

1908 ; and Robert Wilfred Springer, born Sep-
tember 29, 1916. Mrs. Springer is a member
of the Catholic Church. In politics he is a
republican and fraternallv is affiliated with
the Tribe of Ben Hur.

L. G. Neely, of St. Marys, is one of the men
who have supplied the personal initiative and
energy and the material resources to the de-
velopment of the oil deposits of Ohio and
Indiana. He was one of the men who made
the oil district around Lima, and is today
probably the foremost oil man in the State of
Ohio. Those acquainted with his resources
say that he controls more active capital than
any other man in Auglaize County.
He practically grew up in the oil industry.

His father in the early days of the oil business
in Pennsylvania was employed as a laborer in

the wells, and though he provided as best he
could for the family, L. G. Neely did not have
a youth surrounded by luxury and all the

advantages, and has practically carved his

own destiny in the world.
L. G. Neely was born in Clarion County,

Pennsjdvania, May 31, 1861. He belongs to

a very old family of German descent. His
great-grandfather, Paul Neely, was born in

Prussia, came to this country when young, and
was killed as a soldier in one of the battles

of the Revolutionary war. Mr. Neely 's grand
father, Henry Neely, was born in Westmore
land County, Pennsylvania, and served as i

captain in the War of 1812. In 1805 he went
into one of the wilderness districts of Penn
sylvania and cleared up a farm by the sti'enU'

ous exertions of his body.
Jesse Neely, father of L. G. Neely, was bomi

in Pennsylvania in September, 1811, and died

April 9, 1886. He married Mary Sig%vorth,
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who was born in Pennsylvania in 1816 and
died in 1S78. Her father, David Sigworth,
was a native of Germany and after coming
to Pennsylvania married a Miss Henlen, and
followed farming. Jesse and Mary Neely had
eleven children, and the five now living are:

Agnes, widow of Henry Clover and living at

St. Marys; Esther, who lives in Pittsburg,

Pennsylvania, the widow of J. C. Forgie

;

Rose, wife of Henry C. Smullin, who has been
in the oil bitsiness all his life and lives in St.

iMarys; Henry M., formerly an oil worker
and now a farmer at Red Key, Indiana ; and
L. G. Neely. The parents were active mem-
bers of the German Reformed Church, the

father was an Odd Fellow and in polities a
democrat.
With only a district school education, L. G.

Neely gained his first experience in the oil

industry at the age of fifteen. He learned

every phase of it, from the dressing of tools

to the drilling of wells, and later as a con-

tractor and producer.

He became identified with the Ohio fields

when he located at Lima December 17, 1885.

As much as any other man he helped in the

actual development of that important oil field.

In August, 1887, he came to St. Marys, and

began drilling wells in that vicinity. His suc-

cess has not been due to luck, but to shrewd

management and foresight, and during the

past thirty years he has helped finance some

of the biggest oil producing centers in Ohio

and Indiana. He also developed mineral

wells at Martinsville, Indiana. Mr. Neely is

a director in the First National Bank at St.

Marys and the St. Marys Trust Company and

the Lima Trust Company.
In March, 1886, he married Carrie M.

Jamison, who was bom in Butler County,

Pennsylvania. Mr. and Mrs. Neely have had

four children: Jessie, wife of Freeman T.

Egleson, an attorney practicing law at Colum-

bus, Ohio ; Harold G., who lives at home with

his parents; and Clarence Lee and an infant

daughter deceased. '

Mr. Neely has attained the supreme thirty-

third degree in Scottish Rite Masonry, is a

member of the Royal Order of Scotland, is a

Knight Templar and Shriner. and also a

Knight of Pythias. Politically he is a demo-
crat, and formerly served one term in the

State Legislature and for one year was a

member of the board of managers of the

Ohio penitentiary.

Charles E. Fisher. There is no better
known or more highly esteemed citizen of
Auglaize County than Charles E. Fisher, who
represents one of the old and solid families
of Wapakoneta, and whose activities have
brought him into close connection with the
business affairs of his native city. Mr. Fisher
is now serving as deputy county auditor, his

term expiring October 15, 1917, and he will

then take over the oflice of county auditor.

He was born in Wapakoneta December 22,
1870, a son of Anthony and Anna T. (Wiss)
Fisher. His paternal grandparents, John and
Mary Fisher, were born respectively in Ba-
varia, Germany, and New Riegel, Ohio.
Grandfather Fisher at one time owned the
ground where the county infirmary of
Auglaize County is now located. He was one
of the very early settlers here, followed the
butcher business for many years, and both
he and his wife died at Wapakoneta. He
was a prominent and influential citizen in his

time and generation. The maternal grand-
parents of Charles E. Fislier were John and
Catherine Wiss. John Wiss, who was a
native of Alsace-Lorraine, France, came to

America at an early day, spent a number of
years in Columbiana County, Ohio, where he
was married, and from there brought his

family to Auglaize County, where he died.

By trade he was a shoemaker. His wife was
a native of Ireland, and belonged to a Pro-
testant family of Orange affiliations. Mr.
Wiss was a Catholic, and after her marriage
she joined that church and became very de-

voiit. She lived to be ninety-two years of age.

The late Anthony Fisher was born in

Auglaize County January 16, 1847, and died
in June, 1897. He became widely known over
the county, and all who knew him Ijad a

warmth of admiration and affection for his

many genial qualities of mind and heart. At
the time of his death he was in the hotel

business. He started in life poor and his

constant generosity and helpfulness to every
one who came within the range of his influ-

ence kept him a comparatively poor man all

his days so far as material circimistances

were concerned, though he earned a great

wealth of esteem and left his children an
honored name. He was a democrat, and for

two terms served as city marshal of Wapa-
koneta. In early life he learned the trade of

butcher. His wife was born in Auglaize
County December 25, 1850, and is still living.

She is a member of the Catholic Church. Of
the six children of Anthony Fisher and wife
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the four now living are : Charles E. ; Joseph

F., who is proprietor of the Burnett House
at Wapakoneta; Mary L., wife of Joshua

Bailey, who is connected with the Auglaize

Mausoleum Company at Wapakoneta; Anna
C. Schaefer, a widow, lives at Wapakoneta
and is employed under the State Industrial

Commission as inspector of workshops and

factories over a large part of the state.

Charles B. Fisher was reared in Wapa-
koneta, was graduated from the high school

May 18, 1888, and since then has been dili-

gently achieving his own destiny in the world

and has been noted as a hard and conscientious

worker. For two years he studied law, but

gave up his plan to make that a profession.

He has followed different lines of business

and spent a short time in Dayton and Piqua,

Ohio. On returning to Wapakoneta he man-

aged a hotel for a time, afterward was an in-

surance man, and for eight years was on the

road as a traveling salesman for cigars. For

nine months he was steward of the Elks Club

at Wapakoneta.
Much of his time in recent years has been

taken up with official duties. He entered the

tax department of the county as tax clerk in

the district assessor's office in 1913 and for

the past two years has been chief deputy

under the district tax commissioner. In

August, 1916, he was nominated on the demo-

cratic ticket for the office of county auditor

and was elected to the office at the election

held the following November.

On November 5, 1891, Mr. Fisher married

Molly M. Burley, daughter of David Burley,

who was a veterinary surgeon. Mrs. Fisher

was born in Lima, Ohio. They have a family

of three children : Frank J., proprietor of a

barber shop at Wapakoneta; David A., asso-

ciated in business with his brother; and

Adelia, who graduated from the high school

in 1914, and is now employed by the Tim-

mermeister & Rogers Company.
Fraternally Mr. Fisher has been frequently

honored by chairs in the various orders to

which he belongs. He has been junior warden

and secretary of Masonic Lodge No. 169, is

affiliated with the Royal Arch Chapter, Coun-

cil No. 51, Royal and Select Masters. He is

a member of Wapakoneta Lodge No. 1170,

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, of

Lodge No. 691, Fraternal Order Eagles;

Auglaize Lodge No. 168, Independent Order

of Odd Fellows ; Council No. 17 of the United

Commercial Travelers at Lima, and the

Travelers Health Association at Omaha,

Nebraska. He was the first president of the

local organization of the Fraternal Order of

Eagles, and is a past Noble Grand of the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows. At one

time he was president and secretary of the

Northwestern Ohio Volunteer Fireman's
Association.

He has long been one of the recognized

leaders in democratic politics in Auglaize

County. He served as city clerk of Wapa-
koneta, and also as township clefk.

Rev. Willi.\m Russ. Numbered among
the representative members of the priesthood

of the Catholic Church in Northwest Ohio,

Father Russ is now in pastoral charge of the

Church of St. Joseph at Wapakoneta, and
is laboring with a consecrated zeal and devo-

tion that have characterized him during his

entire career in the ministry. He is a man of

deep human sympathy, has a faculty of win-

ning friends from all classes, and has done

much to further both the spiritual and the

temporal prosperity of St. Joseph's parish.

A native of Auglaize County, Ohio, he is

a son of John and Barbara (Litz) Russ. Both
his parents were natives of Bavaria, Ger-

many, where they were married, and about
1848" they settled in Auglaize County, at

Minster, where their son was born.

Father Russ was liberally educated. He
took his early courses in Carthagenia, Ohio,

and was ordained June 8, 1882. His first

charges were St. Paul's and St. Bernard's at

Sharpsburg and Burkettsville, Ohio. He
made a splendid record there for eight years,

and was then appointed to the church at

Celina, and was in charge of St. Mary's parish

for four years.

In 1894 Father Russ entered the seminary

at Carthagenia as professor of theology and

remained there until February 7, 1897. Since

that date he has been in charge of St. Joseph's

Church at Wapakoneta. The record of his

ministry here shows a large advancement in

the general activity and membership of the

parish, and also in material improvements.

The members of the parish were worshiping

in a brick structure that had been built in

1857 when he became pastor, and he soon

afterward started the campaign which re-

sulted in the erection of a handsome brick

edifice in 1910-1911. In 1900 he also built a

large school. There are now 255 families in

the congregation, and the schools are eon-

ducted by a staff of five trained sisters. Under
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Father Russ ' regime a Sisters house was built

in 1910.

J. F. Stout. During the greater part of

his active career J. F. Stout has been identi-

fied with the City of St. Marys, where he

now has one of the principal agencies for

general insurance and has been entrusted

with the handling of many important business

affairs.

He was born in Wayne County, Ohio, April

8, 1855, a son of Daniel and Catherine (Ober-

lin) Stout. His grandfather, John Stout, was

a native of Pennsylvania, married Elizabeth

Gable, and at one time he owned a farm now
included within the city limits of Philadel-

phia. Mr. Stout's maternal grandfather was

William Oberlin, also a native of Pennsyl-

vania, and of the family which gave the name
to the town and the college of Oberlin in Ohio.

Daniel Stout was born in Berks County,

Pennsylvania, November 16, 1811, and was

brought out to Wayne County, Ohio, when a

boy. He was a man of unusual education and

learning for his day. His means of livelihood

were as a farmer and as a stone mason, and

he was in that occupation in Wayne County

for many years. He took a considerable

interest in politics as a democrat, was well

informed on the political issues of his time

and for some years held the office of justice

of the peace. He and his family were mem-

bers of the Lutheran Church. Daniel Stout

was married at Madisonburg, in Wayne
County, to Catherine Oberlin, who was born

in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Decem-

ber 20, 1818. She died in 1880, and her hus-

band survived until 1899. There were thir-

teen children in their family, and four of

the sons saw active service in the Civil war.

John W., born June 15, 1837, organized a

company at Wooster and served as its cap-

tain. Daniel S. became a member of Mc-

Laughlin 's squadron of cavalry. Jacob Ober-

lin, born May 8, 1841, was captain of Com-

pany B in McLaughlin's Cavalry. William

Henry, born August 25, 1843, also served

with the rank of captain in the same regiment

of cavalry and was captured and died in

prison. The five living children of Daniel

Stout and wife are : Daniel S., who was born

August 2, 1839, and lives on the old home farm

in Wayne County; Simon P.. born July 1,

1845, and living with his hrnther. Daniel;

Susan E., born July 14. 1847, and unmar-

ried ; Sarah C, born April 3, 1851, unmarried ;

and J. F. Stout.

J. F. Stout grew up on a farm, learned
his first lessons in the common schools and
also attended Smithville Academy. His op-
portunities to gain a liberal education were
not very liberal and he had to study privately
and largely pay the expenses of his higher
schooling. For two years he read law at Lima,
but never practiced that profession. Mr.
Stout is generally regarded as one of the best

read men in Auglaize County.
On June 19, 1884, he married Miss Nellie

Armstrong, who died February 9, 1894. She
is survived by one child, Lewis F. Stout, who
was born August 23, 1885, was graduated
from the law department of the University
of ilichigan in 1908, having previously been
a student in Oberlin College and Wooster
University. He is now in practice at Wapa-
koneta as a member of the firm of Hoskins,

Connaughton & Stout, and is recognized as

one of the coming lawyers of the state. He
has aU the qualifications for success in his

profession, is well grounded in the science

of jurisprudence, and is a hard and con-

scientious worker.

On September 12, 1895, J. F. Stout married
Julia Althausen, daughter of the late Albert

Althausen, whose sketch appears on other

pages of this work. To this marriage was
born one son on September 16, 1902, and he

is now in the first year of the high school.

Mr. Stout has filled the various chairs in

the orders of Odd Fellows and the Knights

of Pythias, having been an Odd Fellow since

1880" and a Pythian Knight since 1883. He
and his wife are members of the Presbyterian

Church. In polities he is a democrat and has

performed a yeoman's share of party duties.

Abandoning his intention to become a

lawyer, Mr. Stout took up the life insurance

business for two years and then removed to

St. Marys, and after his marriage entered

the dry goods business with his father-in-law.

He was connected with the store for fourteen

years. He gave up the routine of a quiet

mercantile career when he was stricken with

the fever to go to Alaska, to the gold fields.

He went with a party of eighteen men in

1898, leaving Ohio in April and returning in

the following October. Since then he has been

in the general insurance business and he is

also a notary public and is constantly busy

with the tasks of conveyancing, preparing

important papers and documents and doing a

general office business. He and his wife have

one of the comfortable homes of St. Marys.
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George M. Raudabaugh. "WTien the little

City of St. Marys needed a first class execu-

tive for the office of mayor it chose George M.
Raudabaugh, a prominent citizen of that

locality, and for a number of years success-

fully engaged in the practice of dentistry.

Doctor Raudabaugh was elected mayor in

1914, and his first term was so satisfactory

that he was re-elected in 1915.

He was born in Jlercer County, Ohio, De-

cember 20, 1875, a son of Albert and Melissa

Jane (Newcomb) Raudabaugh. His paternal

grandfather, George Washington Rauda-

baugh, was born in Fairfield County, Ohio,

and was an early settler in Mercer County.

He was a man of unusual prominence. A
shoemaker and afterward a farmer, with only

an ordinary education, and never a student

of law, he none the less was elevated, because

of his high character and level headed ability,

to the office of circuit judge. He was a demo-

crat in politics, and was widelj' and favorably

known in his section of Ohio. Doctor Rauda-

baugh 's maternal grandfather was Melitius

Madison Newcomb, a pioneer settler of Mercer

County, who assisted in the building of the

old reservoir there in 1839, and spent the rest

of his life in this state, passing away when
about eighty years of age. He was a soldier

in the Civil war, enlisting at the last call for

troops and being out but three months.

Both of Doctor Raudabaugh 's parents were

born in Mercer County, his father in 1853 and

his mother in 1855. They were married in

1871, and are now living retired at Celina.

Albert Raudabaugh spent his active and suc-

cessful years as a farmer, and he still owns

two of the well improved fanns of Mercer

County. He and his wife are active members
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and as a

democrat he was elected and served for

fifteen years as a justice of the peace. There

were six children : George M. ; John William,

a farmer in Mercer County ; Orville, now pro-

bate judge of Mercer Coiuity; Daisy Belle,

wife of William Pierce, an educator at Bowl-

ing Green, Kentucky; Sarah Hannah, wife

of Dr. Benjamin Olds, formerly assistant

state veterinarian of Ohio and now engaged

in the private practice of his profession at

Conneaut, Ohio; and Maggie May, wife of

Dee Miller, a farmer in Mercer County.

Doctor Raudabaugh acquired a good edu-

cation, partly by his own efforts and earnings.

He attended high school two years in Celina,

graduated from the Commercial College at

Lima, and taking up the study of dentistry

he was graduated in 1904 from the Ohio Medi-
cal College at Columbus. For a year and a
half he practiced at Mendon, another similar
period in Darke County, and since 1907 has
looked after his many clients in St. Marys.
Doctor Raudabaugh is a member of the Psi
Omega Dental fraternity.

September 11, 1902, he married i\Iiss Josie
Rice, a native of Mercer County. They have
three children : Audrey, Daisy Belle and
George Edward. Mrs. Raudabaugh takes a

very active interest in the Methodist Episco-
pay Church at St. Marj's, and is a member of

the various church societies. He' is affiliated

with St. Marj's' Lodge, No. 121, Free and
Accepted Masons, with Lodge 1170 of the

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks at

Wapakoueta, with the Knights of Pj-thias

and the Fraternal Order of Eagles. He has
served as master of finance in the Knights of

Pythias, and has passed the various chairs in

the Eagles, and is also a member of the Mac-
cabees and the American Insurance Union,
having hekl the chairs in both organizations.

In matters of politics Doctor Raudabaugh is

a democrat. He is a man of wide interests,

and for two years served as captain of Com-
pany K, Second Ohio Infantry, in the Ohio
National Guard.

Charles E. Biirgett, M. D. When he was
twelve years of age Doctor Burgett lost his

father. Since that date he has earned every

dollar used by him for his education and his

support. He is the type of man who begins

life with limited means, but with unlimited
determination, and that he has made good
needs no other evidence than the large prac-

tice he enjoys as a physician and surgeon at

McClure and the general esteem which the

community pays him.

By hard work he qualified himself for a
teacher. From teacher he became a student

of medicine, and in 1898 he completed a thor-

ough hospital training and medical course in

the Kentucky School of Medicine, graduating
M. D. in that year. He also spent a year in

the Ohio Medical College in Cincinnati, Ohio.

As a location for practice he returned to

Melrose, in Paulding County, Ohio, where for

three years previously he had been head of

the public schools. He at once found himself

in congenial surroundings, was given a liv-

ing practice almost from the start, and he still

has a host of friends in that community. While
he was a teacher at Melrose he served as

mavor of the town, and at that time had the
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distinction of being the youngest man to

occupy such a post in the State of Ohio. After

beginning practice in ]\Ielrose he served eight

years on the county board of medical exam-
iners, and also was pension examiner under
the old law. He has long been actively iden-

tified with both the County and State Med-
ical societies. Ue carries on a general prac-

tice of medicine and surgery.

Doctor Burgett removed to McClure in 1911,

and succeeded to the practice of Doctor Sharp,

who removed at that time to Toledo. Doctor

Burgett has built up for himself a large prac-

tice at McClure, and has made himself very
popular among the citizens.

He was born near Riplej', in Brown County,
Ohio, in 1874. On account of the early death

of his father he had to depend upon his own
exertions to secure all his education except

two terms in the common schools. He attended

a national normal university at Lebanon until

graduating; also completed a college course at

North Liberty, and was only seventeen when
he taught his first term of school in Adams
County, Ohio. He taught three terms and
later taught in his home county, near Ripley,

for two years, during which time he lived in

the Rankin home, where Harriet Beecher

Stowe gained much of her inspiration for the

writing of Uncle Tom's Cabin. That old

building is now a permanent memorial to this

great author. Whether as teacher, as student,

as doctor, Mr. Burgett has throughout shown
a liberal public spirit, has been a factor in

every community where he has lived, and has

done well everything he has undertaken. He
is a director of the Farmers State Bank, which
was organized in 1917.

At McClure he is an active member of the

Woodmen of the World and the Order of

Gleaners, and is the medical examiner for

both orders in that place. He is afBliated

with Masonic Lodge No. 570, is past grand
chancellor of Melrose Lodge No. 503 and a

member of the Grand Lodge of Ohio of the

Knights of Pythias, and also belongs to the

Order of Elks at Defiance, Ohio.

In Wood County, Ohio, in 1913, Doctor
Burgett married Nettie (Wall) Hager, who
was born and reared and educated in that

county and represents an old Ohio family.

Mrs. Burgett is an active worker in the United
Brethren Church at McClure. They have no
children.

J. Leon.\rd Willpord represents an old and
honored name in Henry and other counties of

Northwest Ohio, and his own career has been
in keeping with the high standards set by
his ancestors. He owns one of the fine farms
of Damascus Township, and has been contin-

uously identified with its management for the

past forty years. He was born in Wayne
County, Ohio, March 3, 1832, a son of Camp-
bell and Elizabeth (Robinson) Willford. The
paternal grandfather, Joseph Willford. and
the maternal grandfather, George Robinson,
were both natives of Pennsylvania, were mar-
ried there, afterward settled in Ohio, and they
finally moved out to Iowa, where they died
when quite old. Campbell Willford, who was
one of nine sons and four daughters, all of

whom grew up and married and most of whom
passed the age of sixty-five and some of them
lived more than four score, was born August
31, 1808, and died at the age of sixty-nine in

Harrison Township of Henry County. When
a young boy he accompanied his parents to

Wayne County, Ohio, grew up and married
there, and about 1830 the family moved to

Seneca County, where a number of the chil-

dren were born. In 1850 he brought his

family to Henry County, and before his death

had cleared up and improved a fine farm in

Damascus Township. He married Elizabeth

Robinson, who was born in Pennsylvania,

August 29, 1809. When she was eleven years

of age her mother died, and she early assumed
the responsibilities of housekeeper. She lived

part of her young womanhood in Tuscai-awas

and Wayne counties, and after her mai-riage

she devoted herself wdth aU of the ardor of

, her nature and her unselfish spirit to the wel-

fare of her home and children. She died at

the old home in Hari-ison Township, July 4,

1895. Both she and her hasband were mem-
bers of the United Brethren Church, and he

was a follower of democratic party principles.

J. Leonard Willford grew up in Wayne
and Henry counties, and when still very young
went out to what was then the northwestern

frontier, to the Territory of Minnesota, and
was married in Minnesota, after that territory

became a state. It was from Minnesota that

he went into the army as a member of the

Fourth Minnesota Volunteer Infantry. He
was in Company C, and served with his regi-

ment two years. The Fourth Minnesota took

part in the tremendous campaigns under the

leadership of General Sherman from Chick-

amauga, in the hundred days advance upon
Atlanta, the siege and fall of that city, and
afterward marched to the sea and the pursuit

of Johnston 's army up through the Carolinas.
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Mr. WiUford fought in many of the pitched

battles of that campaigu, and was a witness of

the surrender of General Johnston, and after

the war was over he went back to Minnesota

and was never wounded in any engagement.

Prom Minnesota he removed to Wisconsin, but

in 1876 he returned to Ohio to take care of

his father, who died in the following Novem-
ber. Mr. Willford for many years has owned
an excellent farm of twenty-three acres in sec-

tion 2-i of Damascus Township, and he has

that place well improved and has sufficient

for all his requirements.

It was in 185S that he went to Minnesota,

and in that state in 1862 he married Sophia

Morey. She was born in Courtland County,

New York, April 2, 1843, and was taken as a

child to Illinois, and at the age of twelve years

Iier family moved with ox teams and wagons to •

Fillmore County, Minnesota Territory. They
spent a number of weeks on the way, and for

some years they lived and endured the priva-

tions of frontier existence. Her father, Elias

Morey, died in Minnesota in 1870, and his

widow subsequently moved to Wyoming, where

she passed away at the age of eighty. She was

born in Vermont, her maiden name being Anna
Plumtoe, daughter of a Frenchman who was

born in Paris.

Mrs. Willford died at her home in Damascus
Township February 11, 1914, when past

seventy years of age. She was reared in the

Methodist Church. There were three chil-

dren. Anna, who was born in Jackson

Count}', Wiscopsin, August 19, 1870, was

reared and educated in Damascus Township,,

was a successful and popular school teacher

in Henry County for fourteen years, and is

now the wife of Dorr C. Emery, who was

born in Henry County in 1873, spent part of

his early life in Kansas, where he was edu-

cated, and is now a successful farmer in

Henry County. Mr. and Mrs. Emery have two

foster sons, Edson Willford and Francis

Meglan, both of whom are attending school.

Frank, the second child of Mr. and ;\Irs. Will-

ford, died in infancy. Ross H., who was born

in Henry County December 28, 1883, was

educated in his native county and now lives

with his sister and his father in Damascus
Township. Mr. Willford and son and son-in-

law are all republican voters.

David A. Fawley. In the spring of 1886

David A. Fawley plowed the first furrow of

land turned over to the sunlight on that section

of Richfield Township where his valuable and

highly improved farm is now located. He
also put up the third house in his home school

district, which extends over four sections.

Thus, although his activities there have been
comprised within thirty years, he was closely

connected with the pioneer activities, and the

work he has accomplished has a wider range of

benefit than merely for hiii^self and family.

In the farm that he now owns and cultivates

it is difficult to recognize the crude picture pre-

sented by the face of nature thirty years ago.

The farm contains eighty acres, with well

tilled fields, with good fences, and the home
improvements include a barn on a foundation
40 by 70 feet, with a wing 20 by 40 feet, and
also a granary with a capacity for 2,000

bushels and a crib holding 1,000 bushels of

corn. He has a brick cellar 16 by 24 feet, and
his commodious and comfortable home contains

twelve rooms, with an inviting porch on two
sides of the house. Since coming to this land
Mr. Fawley has also set out a large number of

trees, and his work and labor have added
several thousand dollars to the land since

they began operations there. With his wife

he also owns forty acres adjoining his home-
stead on the east.

Mr. Fawley has spent nearly all his life in

Ohio. He was born at Warsaw, Indiana, Feb-

ruary 7, 1861, a son of Aaron and Anna (Saul)

Fawley. He was born after his father's death.

Aaron Fawley was born in Seneca County,

Ohio, in 1841, and the mother was also a

native of that county, born in 1836. They
were married in Kosciusko County, Indiana,

in 1857. Aaron Fawley was a son of Jacob
and Margaret ( I'riee ) Fawley, both natives of

Virginia and of old Virginia stock. On com-
ing west they first settled in Fairfield County,

Ohio, later moved to Seneca County, and from
there to Warsaw, Indiana, improving a good

farm near that city in Kosciusko County,

where they died when past eighty years of

age. They were members of the Baptist

Church.
After the death of Aaron Fawley and soon

after the birth of David A., the latter 's mother

returned to Seneca County, Ohio. David A.

Fawley spent his early boyhood in that

county, and when thirteen years of age his

mother married Thomas Singer, of Henry
County. The family then removed to the

Singer farm in Liberty Township of Heniy
County. Mr. Singer later parted from his

wife, and the latter has since made her home
with her son David and is still vigorous

active and constant in her devotions as a
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member of the Baptist Church, though eighty

years of age. David Pawley has one sister,

Catherine, now the wife of Isaiah Liest, the

well known and successful druggist on Wash-
ington Street in the City of Napoleon.

David A. Fawley reached manhood in

Damascus Township, and besides such ad-

vantages as he acquired in the local schools

he gained a thorough training as a farmer.

He was married in Damascus Township to

Miss Emma King, who was born in Sandusky
County, Ohio, May 18, 1861. When she was
four years of age she was brought to Damascus
Township of Henry County by her parents,

Samuel and Sarah (Adams) King. They
were also natives of Ohio, were married in

Sandusky County, and after coming to Henry
County they secured and improved the excel-

lent farm where Mr. King still lives, at the

age of seventy-eight. His wife passed away in

1910. They were both active church people,

and he is a democrat.

Mr. and Mrs. Fawley have four children,

all of them now grown. Samuel A., born

November 20, 1884, was educated in the public

schools, is operating one of his father's farms,

and by his marriage to Lena Tuttle, of Damas-
cus Township, has three children, Clyde, Zoe

and Irene. Clarence F., born August 11, 1886,

is still at home and assisting his father on

tlie home place. Sadie J., now twenty-eight

years of age, is the wife of Charles C. Fischer,

of Napoleon. Hattie A., aged twenty-six, com-

pleted her education in the high school and
has taught several terms in Henry County.

The daughters are members of the Christian

Union Church. Mr. Fawley has given his time

and means liberally to the support of public

movements, has served as township trustee

and also as a member and treasurer of the

local school board.

James P. Peehan. As a farmer James P.

Feehan stands for those up-to-date processes

and practices which are transforming Ameri-

can agriculture and are revolutionizing and

elevating the entire business of tilling the soil.

Mr. Feehan is an Illinois man by birth and
training, and came to Henry County, Ohio,

about a dozen years ago. He and other mem-
bers of the family acquired a large tract of

the rich soil of Pleasant Township, and there

he has demonstrated the possibilities of farm-

ing on a modern scale. Mr. Feehan is one of

tlie few men in Northwest Ohio who employ a

tractor as power on the farm. He uses the

tractor for a variety of purposes but its most

profitable use is hauling a gang plow over his

fields and breaking up the soil before planting.

In that way he accomplishes an astounding
amount of labor and in a very brief time
compared to the horse power methods. The
tractor is only one of a number of modern
farming implements and machines which Mr.
Feehan uses on his place. He annually grows
100 acres of corn and 100 acres of oats, and
he also has a large acreage in clover as a part
of his rotation scheme of crops.

The Feehan place is in section 6 of Pleasan*
Township. He owns 240 acres, all in a body,
and his main barn is 40 by 60 feet with 20-

foot posts, and he has a modern and commo-
dious eight-room house. These buildings were
erected about twelve years ago. He keeps

everything in an excellent state of repair and
loose methods are not practiced anywhere on
the Feehan farm.

James P. Feehan was born in Livingston

County, Illinois, August 11, 1873. He grew
up there and received a good education in the

public schools. He learned farming on his

father's place and then did farming on his

own account in his native township of Nevada
in Illinois. From Illinois he came to Henry
County in 1906, and after making his first

purchase has increased his holdings by an-

other eighty acres bought in 1914. He has

also added to the value and productiveness of

his farm by extending and improving the

drainage system.

Mr. Feehan is of Irish ancestry. His grand-

father Owen P^eehan was born in Ireland and
married a girl from Queens County. Three
children were born to them in Ireland, and
then about 1844 the little family started for

America, three months being required for their

passage across the Atlantic. From New York
they went west to Grundy County, Illinois,

lived there fifteen years, and in that time Owen
Feehan cleared up a farm. He next removed

to Livingston County, and there broke out a

tract of wild prairie land. He was still en-

gaged in the supervision of his interests and

was a resident of Livingston County until his

death. He was a man of very sturdy mold

and of remarkable vitality. When he died in

1911 he was nearly at the century mark.

Through all the j'ears he was a very active

man, and to the last he made daily visits tf

the village half a mile from his home. He was

an inveterate smoker, but had little to do with

strong drink. The secret of his long life was

no doubt his constant activity and his cheerful
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disposition. His wife died about ten j'ears

before him, aged eiglity-four.

Owen Feehan and wife brought with them
to America three cliildreu named Patrick,

John and one daughter. The daughter died

while crossing the ocean and was buried at

sea. Patrick Feehan, father of James P., was
born in Ireland in 1841 and was three years of

age when he came to America. He came to

his majority on the old farm in Livingston

County, Illinois, and was married there to

Maria Flattery. She was born in Livingston,

Illinois, and was several years the junior of

her husband. She was a child of Irish parents,

John and Bridget Flattery, both natives of

Ireland, and on coming to America they

located in LaSalle County, Illinois, and finally

moved to Sunbury Township of Livingston

County. They developed a farm from the raw
prairie and lived on it until they passed away.

Both the Feehan and Flattery famiUes were

devout communicants of the Catholic Church

and had been for generations. As American
citizens they were democratic voters. After

his marriage Patrick Feehan started house-

keeping and the business of life on eighty

acres of prairie land in Illinois. He improved

it as a farm, and his good wife and the mother

of James P. Feehan died there in June, 1882,

when thirty-three years of age. Later the

father sold his first farm, and bought 160

acres on another section in the same township.

He then married Mrs. Catherine Sullivan,

whose maiden name was Turner. Her first

husband Daniel Sullivan died leaving two chil-

dren, ilary and Jeremiah. Mr. and Mrs.

Patrick Feehan are still living, still active and
vigorous, and by their marriage they have

eight children. Patrick Feehan by his first

wife had six children. All of this large

household are still living, showing the great

vitality of the family stock, all of them are

married, and all have families. These dif-

ferent families are now scattered over several

states. \

James P. Feehan was married in his native

township in Illinois to Miss Mary Kelley.

She was born there March 3, 1877, and grew

up in the same neighborhood with her hus-

band. Her parents were John J. and Margaret

(Hanley) Kelley, both natives of Illinois, her

father born in LaSalle County and her mother

in Grundy County, and they married in Liv-

ingston County. Both were of Irish parents

and after their marriage they located in

Nevada Township of Livingston County.

There Mr. and Mrs. Kelley improved a good

farm. In 1904 they and their children, in-

eluding Mr. and Mrs. James P. Feehan,
moved to Ohio, and as a family they acquired
523 acres of land in Henrv- County. Mr. and
Mrs. Kelley both died in Henry County, he
on May 31, 1912, and her death occurred
January 31, 1914. They were active Catholics

and he was a democrat.
Seven children were born to Mr. and Mrs.

Feehan, the first four in Illinois and the

others in Henry County, Ohio. Patrick, the

oldest, died in infancy. J. Clarence was born
July 3, 1900, and is now in the eighth grade
of the public schools at Holgate. Joseph E.
was horn May 10, 1902, and is a high school

student. Margaret E. was born February
25, 1904, and is in the sixth grade. Leo K.
was born September 12, 1911, and is now in

the third grade of the local schools. Mary
Etta was born November 9, 1912, and James
A. on October 23, H14. The family are all

members of St. ]Mary's Catholic Church at

Holgate. Mr. Feehan is affiliated with the

Knights of Columbus and is a democratic

voter.

George Kryder, of Damascus Township,
Henry County, has passed the age of four

score. He has not only lived beyond the span
of average human life, but has filled his years

with usefulness, service to his country as a

soldier and to his community as a citizen, and
has had such experiences and has maintained
such a character that his life record is a vital

part of the history of Northwest Ohio.

Mr. Kryder was born in Summit County,
Ohio, April 25, 1834, but has lived in Henry
County now almost half a century. His great-

grandfather came from Germany prior to the

Revolutionary war, and located in Center

County, Pennsylvania, where he was a farmer
during the rest of his life. John Kryder,
grandfather of George, was born, according

to the best information obtainable, in Center

County, Pennsylvania, and spent practically

all his life there as a farmer. In the early as

well as the later generations of the family the

religious faith has been that of the German
Lutheran Church, and many of the men were

devoted adherents of the whig party.

Michael Kryder, father of George, was born

in Center County, Pennsylvania, in 1802.

Plis brothers and sisters were named Chris-

tian, Jacob, John, Jonas, Elizabeth, Catherine

and Mary, the last named being commonly
known as Polly. There was also another

daughter who married a Mr. Ludwig. All of
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the children married except Mary. With one
exception these children became residents of

Ohio, spending their last years in that state,

and their dominant vocation was farming.
^Michael Kryder was eleven years of age

when in 1813 the family moved from Penn-
sylvania to Stark County, Ohio. Thus he
became identified with that section of the state

in its pioneer days. As he grew up he learned

the trade of blacksmith but gave that up later

in favor of farming. Near Canton in Stark
County he married Miss Elizabeth Leininger,

who was born in 1804 either in Pennsylvania
or in Stark County, Ohio. After their mar-
riage Michael located in Manchester, Summit
County, Ohio, followed blaeksmithing for a

time, but soon turned his energies to farming.

His first wife died there in 1845. She was the

mother of eight children, seven of whom grew
up : Samuel, Lydia, Solomon, George, Eliza-

beth, Catherine, Ezra, and Jacob, who was the

one that died in infancy. Only three of this

generation now survive. Samuel, Ezra and
George all became soldiers in the Union army
during the Civil war. Samuel fought with the

Seventy-fourth Indiana Volunteer Infantry,

George was in the Third Ohio Cavalry, and
Ezra was a member of the Eighth Indiana

Infantry, and was later transferred to the

First Indiana Light Artillery. For his second

wife Michael Kryder married Sarah B.

Hankins. Her death occurred during the war,

and all her children are now deceased except

Edwin, who is married and has a family and
lives at Massillon, Ohio. For his third wife

Michael married Catherine Booher. She died

without children by this marriage, ilichael

was a Lutheran, and contrary to the prevail-

ing tendencies of the family in political belief

he was a very ardent democrat.

It was on the old homestead in Summit
County, Ohio, that Georiic Kryd.n- had his

early impressions and ex|ii'i-ii'ii'i^. As a boy

he gained a practical aciiuaiiilaiirc with tools,

but never followed a mechanical traih-. About
sixty years ago he made a hammer, of very

solid and expert construction, with stcrl face,

and after all its years of use it is still re-

tained as a cherished family keepsake.

In early manhood he went to Huron County,

and in that county in 1859 he married Miss

Elizabeth Sweetland. She was born in Green-

field, Huron Countv, on the banks of the

Huron River, July 20, 1837. All her early

days were spent there. Her parents were

Elijah and Maria (English) Sweetland, both

of whom wei"e natives of New York State.

They were married there, and their first child,

Albert, was born in New York. The family
then set out as pioneers, going by way of the

canal to Buffalo, and on lake boats to Huron,
and with teanLS and wagons penetrated the
wilderness until they arrived at Greenfield in

Huron County. They located there in June,
1837, and six weeks later Mrs. Kryder was
born in the humble home which was the fii-st

habitation of the Sweetlauds in Ohio. Her
parents lived for many years near Norwich,
Ohio, where her father died and was buried
October 6, 1855, on his forty-fourth birthday.

He left a widow with seven children. She
without any outside help reared and educated
these children, and tearfully but bravely sent

four of her sons away to fight the battles of

the Union dui-ing the Civil war. These sons

were Albert, Henry H., George E., and
Loranzo D. Albert clied of fever while on the

march during Buell's retreat to Kentucky.
He had married before he went into the army,
and his wife died only a few days before him
at her home in Ohio. The other three served
all through the war. George was captured,
spent seven months in Libby and Belle Isle

prisons, and after the war returned home
more dead than alive, but subsequently re-

covered, married and had a useful career as a
printer. Henry Sweetland served as a non-
commissioned officer, returned home after the

war, married, but is without children and now
lives in Toledo. Loranzo D. while in one of

the Virginia campaigns was shot and cap-
tured, and his leg was so badly injured that

it was removed by a rebel surgeon, but he
survived the experience and is still active, a

resident of South Dakota.
After his marriage Mr. George Krj^der lo-

cated in Huron County, but was soon called

away from his hearth and home and the activi-

ties of his farm to serve in the war. He
enlisted in Company I of the Third Ohio
Cavalry, under Captain Gaylord. His regi-

ment was a part of the army of the Cumber-
land. He participated in the siege of Corinth
in 1862, afterward in the battle of Stone River,

was at Chiekamauga, where his regiment and
company were badly routed, and later he was
engaged in skirmishing all over Tennessee and
up and down the Mississippi River. His last

engagement was Selma, Alabama.
The war over he returned to Huron County,

but lived there only two or three years. In
1868 he brought his family to Henry County,
buying forty acres of nearly wild land in sec-

tion 30 of Dainascus Township. That has been
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his home now continuously for nearly fifty

years. From his own energies and with the
aid of his sturdy sons he has brought about
a remarkable transformation in the appearance
of his land and in the productiveness and value
of his farm. One after another improvements
have been made, including substantial barns
and other outbuildings, and an eight-room
house, veneered with brick. On the homestead
of eighty acres season after season through
a period of almost half a century he has
gathered abundant crops from his land.

His oldest child is Mary, who has spent
twenty-five years in the schoolroom as a
teacher, and is now the wife of John Watts,
living at Corvallis, Oregon; she is the mother
of two children. Viva and George G. The
next two children, Annie and Laura, died in

childhood. Alice grew up and married Joseph
Gordon, who died .seven weeks after his mar-
riage, and she died fifteen months after
marriage, at the age of twenty-one. The only
one of the children now living in Ohio is

George E. Kryder. However there were two
adopted children, Lillie and John Kryder, and
Lillie is the wife of Thomas Jacklin," living in
Arkansas, and the mother of two sons and
one daughter, Charles, Pauline and Stanley,
while John lives in Florida, and by his mar-
riage to Emma Dumas has had two daughters
and a son, Caroll and Emma and Joseph who
is deceased.

George E. Krs'der, son of the venerable

George Kryder whose career has been sketched
above, has for a number of years been one of
the moving spirits in all local enterprises and
in politics in Dama.scus Township and Henry
County. For some years he has ser^'ed as a
member of the state board of supervisors of
election, and is a member of the county execu-
tive committee, and is a man of such business
integrity and of judgment that his advice is

widely sought.

He was born on the old homestead in Henry
County, February 10, 1872. His education
came from the local schools, supplemented
with a cour.se in the Ohio Normal University
at Ada. For seven years he taught school,

but since 1897 has been active manager of the
old home, and has conducted operations there
so as to constitute the place a model farm.
In his home township he married Gertrude
M. Hartman, who was born in Harrison Town-
ship of Henry County, November 21, 1871.
Mr. and Mrs. George E. Kryder have five chil-

dren. Florence was graduated in 1916 from
the McClure High School, spent two terms in

the Bowling Green State Normal, and is now
a teacher. Julian is in the third year of the
local high school. Theodore is a sophomore in

high school. Annabell is in the seventh grade,
and Emma, the youngest, is in the fifth grade.
While the Kryder family have affiliated with

no one church, their influence has always
counted in the moral progress and uplift of
the community. Politically this generation has
furnished voters to the republican ranks.

Both George Kryder, Sr., and his son have
done much to elevate the standards of the

local schools, and both have served on the
local school board. George E. Kryder is a
member of the present board and recently

took the lead in getting $35,000 voted for the
erection of a fine school building at McClure.
While he has always been busy on the farm,
his connections with local business matters
have become important. He was one of the

promoters and organizers of the McClure
Grain and Stock Company, was its first secre-

tary and treasurer, and was also an organizer

and the fir.st secretary of the McClure Tele-

phone Company, which has become a very suc-

cessful organization. George E. Kryder has
filled all the minor offices in IMcClure Lodge,
No. 282, of the Knights of Pythias, and is

past district deputy Grand Chancellor.

John T. H.werbeck. One of the oldest

families connected with the Town of i\Iinster

in Auglaize County is the Haverbeck. It is

a name of many honorable a.ssoeiations with
the life and development of this community,
and representing the third generation is

John T. Haverbeck, a successful newspaper
man and a printer.

He was born in ^linster, August 7, 1880, a
son of Anton and ^lary (Niehaus) Haverbeck.
The grandfather, Anton Haverbeck, Sr., was
a native of Germany, came to Ohio when a

young man, and followed his trade of shoe-

maker all his active career. He was never
wealthy, but did his best to provide a home
and good advantages for his children. The
maternal grandfather was Frank Niehaus, a

native of Auglaize County. Both Anton
Haverbeck and Mary Niehaus were born in

Minster. The father was born in 1847, and
died in September. 1908, and the mother was
born December 15, 1854, and is still living.

They were married at IMinster, and spent most
of their lives in the town. Anton Haverbeck
was a tinner by trade, and for over thirty

years was successfully engaged in the hard-

ware business at Minster. The family were
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members of the Catholic Church, and as a
democrat he served in the city council for

many years, and was also on the school board.
There were five children : Millie, who is un-
married and has a dressmaking establishment
in Lima, Ohio; J. Benjamin, a jeweler at

Akron, Ohio ; John T. ; Bernadine, wife of
Dr. H. J. Gudenkauf, a physician at Minster

;

and Carrie, who is unmarried and lives with
her mother.
John T. Havei-beck, partly through at-

tendance at school and partly through work
at his trade gained the equivalent of a liberal

education. As a boy he attended the public
schools of his native village, was also a student
in the National Normal University at Lebanon,
Ohio, and had his two years of tuition in that
institution after he had begun learning the
printer's trade. For two years he was em-
ployed by the Mennonite Publishing Company
at Elkhart, Indiana, then returned to Minster,
and from there went to Cincinnati, where he
was connected for three years with the Proctor
Collier Commercial Printing House. On re-

turning to Minster Mr. Haverbeck engaged
in the printing business in partnei-ship with
Mr. B. Sherman. He took active charge of
the paper, the ]Minster Post, and is now its

sole proprietor and editor. The Post has a

circulation of 1,100, and is one of the influen-

tial organs of public opinion in Auglaize
County. In connection with the publication
of the newspaper Mr. Haverbeck conducts a
large job printing business and handles much
of his work in that line on the mail order
plan. After being in partnership with Mr.
Sherman for a few years he bought his in-

terest, and is now sole proprietor.

Mr. Haverbeck has never married. He is a
)nember of the Catholic Church, of the Knights
of Columbus, and is a democrat. For two
years he served as a member of the local

committee of the party, and for three years
was town treasurer. His time and energies

are almost completely absorbed in his business.

Eight people find employment in his printing
and newspaper establishment. He is also as-

sistant cashier of the Minster Starte Bank.

Peter Hockman. When the nineteenth
century was still young and when Ohio in its

length and breadth was an almost unbroken
wilderness, a young Virginian named Henry
Hockman, who had recently married a young
lady of the same state, set ovit on the journey
across the mountains and penetrated the wes-
tern wilderness into Fairfield County, Ohio.

Henry Hockman and wife were the grand-
parents of Peter Hockman, who is one of

the old and honored residents of Damascus
Township and represents one of the most
prominent families in the eastern part of
Henry County. Henry Hockman located in

Pleasant Township of Fairfield County, and
he and his wife had the usual experiences of
the pioneers, living in log cabins, getting their

meat largely from the game which was so

abundant in the forest, clearing away the

woods before plowing up small fields for their

grain and other produce, and experiencing
the very limited social advantages. All their

children were born on their old homestead in

Fairfield County, and both Henrv and his wife
died there and are buried in Pleasant Run
Cemetery. They had four sons : Joseph,
Henry, Jr., David and Jacob, all of whom mar-
ried, and there were four daughters, the
names of three of whom are recalled as Lydia,
Betsey and Catherine.

The representative of the next generation
now to be noticed was Joseph Hockman, who
was born in Fairfield County about 1812.

That date itself indicates how very early the

Hockman family established their home in

Ohio. In the same township and county
Joseph Hockman married Mary Macklin, who
was born there about 1815. Her father, Peter
]\Iacklin, was of Pennsylvania Dutch stock and
a native of Pennsylvania, where he married,
and he brought up his family on a pioneer
homestead in Fairfield County. Peter died

there when very old. His widow subsequently
came to Damascus Township of Henry
County, lived on her eighty-acre farm there,

and death came to her also when she was in

advanced years.

After his marriage Joseph Hockman lo-

cated on a farm in Pleasant Township of

Fairfield County, and all their children were
born there and some of them spent portions of

their childhood in that eount.y. These chil-

dren were named Henry, Jacob, Michael,

Peter, David, Maria.
It was just seventy years ago, in 1846, that

the Hockman family, lea^^ng their old home
in Fairfield County, journeyed through the

woods and over the rough roads to Henry
County. This was still a new country, much
of the land was owned by the Government
and the people who lived here at that time
still experienced the frontier and pioneer con-

ditions. Joseph Hockman bought Government
land to the extent of 160 acres in section 28

of Damascus Township. Before removing his
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family he had come and made a small clearing

in the timber and put up a log cabin. That
was the first home of the Hockman family in

Henry County. There were few neighbors.

The most convenient market was Grand Rapids
in Wood County, and they took their corn

or wheat to ilaumee for milling. There was
no dearth of meat, which was supplied by the

deer, turkey, coon and possum found in the

forests by the thousands. Joseph Hockman
was well fitted for the pioneer tasks that con-

fronted him when he arrived in Henry County.
He labored long and earnestly, and in time had
most of his land cleared and under the plow,

a good house and barn, and he had every

reason for contentment and satisfaction when
death came to him at the age of seventy-seven.

His widow survived him three years and was
the same age as her husband when she died.

She was an active member of the United
Brethren Church, and her husband attended

the same church. He was a democrat, and had
served as a trustee and in other positions of

local responsibilit}^

Mr. Peter Hockman is the only surviving

member of his parents' family. He was bom
in Pleasant Township of Fairfield County,
Febiiiary 13, 1838, and was eight years of age
when he came to Henry County. He was old

enough to work and bear some share of the

duties connected with the clearing up and
improvement of the old homestead. At the

same time, chiefly during the winter, he at-

tended a log cabin school in the neighborhood,

and has always been a close observer and
has kept well informed on the topics of the

world and on the issues of life. For a great

many years his activities have been concen-

trated on laud in section 28 of Damascus
Township. He made his first purchases there,

his first being forty acres and two years later

he bought another forty, and for many years

he worked assiduously in taking away the

timber, in rooting up the stumps, in subduing
the wild soil to the growing of domestic crops,

and he has seen a marvelous transformation

take place under his eyes and by the labor

of his hands. For several years he lived in a

log cabin. Long since those primitive facili-

ties have been replaced by excellent farm
buildings, with fences between all his fields,

and with all the low lands drained, and he

now has a very valuable place.

In 1860 Mr. Hockman married Miss Elida

Shepard. She was born at Nelsonville in

Athens County, Ohio, July 6, 1835. Her
parents were Martin L. ancl Nancy (Nanna)

Shepard. Her mother died when Elida was
seven years of age. When the latter was
twelve years old her father came to Damascus
Township in Henr}- Countj^ Her father mar-
ried for his second wife, in Athens County,
]Mary Sheraden. On coming to Henry County
the Shepards located on a tract of wild land
in Damascus Township, and Martin Shepard
cleared up 160 acres, and that was the scene
of his verj' active and fruitful career. He died
at the age of eighty-four, and his second wife
passed away when beyond the limit of seventy.
Mrs. Hockman was one of five sons and two
daughters by her mother, and only she and
her sister, Mrs. Margaret Wells, are now liv-

ing. Her father by his second marriage had
four daughters and two sons. She was reared
in a Methodist family.

Five children were born to Mr. and Mrs.
Hockman. Benjamin F. died in infancy.

'

Mary, now deceased, married Harlow Collins,

and left one son and two daughters, Clifford

B., Flossie M. and Lillie. Ella is unmarried
and is living at home with her parents. Delia

is the wife of Upton McClure, a well known
Henry County citizen elsewhere referred to.

Rilla, who lives at home with her parents, is

the widow of Charles Collins, who died in

1898, at the age of twenty-six years. Mr.
Hockman and family are affiliated with the

Christian Union Church. In national politics

he has usually been a democrat, though is in-

dependent in forming his opinions as to the

men and issues in state and local affairs.

Jacob J. Hoffman represents one of the

fine old families of Henry County, and has

proved his individual worth and ability as a

successful farmer in Pleasant Township. He
has lived there a great many years, has helped
forwai-d the wheels of progress in the way of

good roads, good schools, good churches, and
has the satisfaction of having made two blades

of grass where only one grew before.

He was born near Pleasant Bend in Henry
Count.y on the old home place of his father

IMarch 20, 1853. As he grew up he attended

the common schools, and was given work to do

at home which was as important a part of

his discipline as the lessons he learned from
books in the schoolhou.se. Thus he was capable

and prepared for a career as a farmer before

he reached manhood. Thirty years ago Mr.

Hoffman bought an unbroken farm of eighty

acres in section 30 in Pleasant Township.

That has been the stage of his activities ever

since. One improvement has followed another



HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO 17-19

and many acres which up to that time had
been of no profit whatever to civilized men
have borne their fruits in season and have
contributed not only to his prosperity but to

the consumption of the world. He subse-

quently added to his original holdings an adja-

cent eight}' acres, and now has the entire tract

under development. He is recognized as one

of the most capable farmers in that township.

Mr. Hoffman is a son of Valentine and Wil-

helmina (Schwartz) Hoffman. The story of

the coming of the Hoffman family to America
deserves to be told somewhat in detail. The
Hoffmans were reliable old German Bavarian

stock, belonged to the Reformed Church, and
in the main were of the agricultural class.

The grandfather on the paternal side spent

his entire life in Germany, was a farmer, and
the maternal grandfather of ^Ir. Hoffman also

died in the fatherland. In tlie late '40s the

maternal grandfather, the paternal grand-

mother, together with Valentine and Wilhel-

mina (Schwartz) Hoffman and the two
children of the latter, Samuel and Caroline,

boarded a sailing vessel bound for America.

This vessel was hardly seaworthy, was over-

loaded and poorly handled, and as a result of

unfavorable wind's and frequent storms eighty-

five days were required in making the trip

across the Atlantic. The passengers suf-

fered intensely, and the little Hoffman party

particularly. In one storm Mrs. AVilhelmina

Hoffman was thrown down a flight of stairs

and sustained a broken leg. The ship doctor

was incapable of handling the case and the

injury became of such serious character that

on arriving in New York it was necessary to

perform an amputation. About the time the

party landed the little daughter Caroline, as

a result of the long and rough voyage and the

starvation fare died and was buried at New
York. As soon as the plucky mother was able

to travel the family once more started upnii its

way. When they reached Defiance. ( >liio. tliey

endured another sacrifice in the death of Mr.

Schwartz, the maternal grandfather. His de-

sire had been to visit his people who had
settled in Henry County but he was deprived

of that privilege and was laid to rest in De-

fiance. Eventually Valentine Hoffman and

wife reached the wilds of Henry County and

located in the woods of section 32 of Pleasant

Township. His first work was the erection of

a log cabin, and that was the home in which

the family lived for a number of years. The
forty-five acres comprising the original farm

were completely covered with heavy timber

and the task of clearing that off and making
room for fields was one requiring the greatest
strength and endurance. A few years later,

Mrs. Hoffman, the mother of Valentine, died
at this pioneer home and was laid to rest there.
Valentine and his wife struggled on. Though
she was handicapped by the loss of a limb,
she discharged her duties with splendid
courage and efficiency and nmde a good home
and reared her children to lives of usefulness
and honor. Valentine and wife came out after
the toil and hardships of many years with
financial independence, having accumulated
160 acres in addition to the original forty-five.

In their community they were looked upon as
model residents, kind and charitable to their
neighbors, industrious and thrifty, and God
fearing members of the German Reformed
Church. They were charter jnembers of that
church in Pleasant Township. Valentine
Hoffman died January 26, 1903, at the age of
eight.y-one and his wife passed away February
15, 1899, at the age of seventy-seven. Valen-
tine Hoffman was a democrat, but never sought
public office, being content with the quiet life

of the farmer. Of their children the only
two now living are Andrew and Jacob J.

The son Daniel, who was born in Germany in

1846, spent his active career as a Henry
County farmer and died in August, 1916. He
had children by two wives, and his widow
still survives him. After the family came
to this country besides Jacob and Andrew,
two other children wei-e born, both daughters
and given the names Margaret and Caroline,
but both died in childhood.

Mr. Jacob J. Hoffman was married at New
Bavaria, Henry County, to Miss Sarah Schall.

She was born in Henry County, April 10,

1862, a daughter of Henry and Margaret
(Hornung) Schall. Her parents were natives
of Germany but were married in Henry
County. The Schalls were one of the early

families to settle in Pleasant Township, and
their example as good and thrifty farmers
and kind neighbors proved a boon to the com-
munity in many ways. 'Sir. and Mrs. Schall

lived to be moi-e than seventy years of age.

Mr. and Mrs. Hoffman are the parents of

the following children : Julius, born January
7, 1888: Andrew, born November 11, 1891;
Edward, born November 23, 1893 ; and Hattie,

born August 30, 1900. All the children are
still at home, all have completed their educa-
tion in the public schools, and they have been
well trained both at home and in school and
are looking forward to lives of usefulness
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and honor. The oldest, Julius, is still unmar-
ried and besides giving his labors to the man-
agement of the home farm is also doing a

large business as a threshennan. The family

all belong to the Reformed Church. Mr. Hoff-

man and his sons are loj^al democrats.

Joseph J. Diemer is one of the live and
progressive young business men of New Ba-

varia in Henry County. He is a native of

this section of Northwestern Ohio, grew up
a farm boy, and early in life entered the

regular army of the United States, with which

he served three years. That experience was

valuable to him as an equipment for the work

he has since followed. He gained a thorough

experience as a mechanical and construction

engineer while in the army, and is an all

around mechanic and thoroughly familiar

with electric and other machinery.

Mr. Diemer now conducts a high class

garage and general repair shop at New Ba-

varia. His headquarters are in a large con-

crete building 30 by 100 feet, situated on

"Walnut Street. He has conducted that estab-

lishment since 1913.

He was born in Marion Township of Henry
County, April 27, 1872, and grew up and re-

ceived his education in that locality. At the

age of fourteen he began working for his uncle

Peter Diemer and remained in his employ for

seven years. On December 5, 1894, he en-

listed for service in the regular army of the

United States, becoming a member of Com-
pany A of the Twenty-second United States

Infantry. He was granted his honorable dis-

charge on November 4, 1897. For nine months

he was with his company at Fort Keogh in

Montana, tlie company was then assigned to

Fort Yates in North Dakota, where it re-

mained about ten months, and was then sent

to Fort Crook, Nebraska, where the entire

regiment was assembled. He remained on the

F6rt Crook reservation until he was dis-

charged. For thirty-two months of the time

he was assistant engineer in the construction

of three waterworks plants on the Government

reservation.

On returning to Ohio Mr. Diemer became

stationary engineer in the sawmill operated

by Jacob Hornung at New Bavaria. For

eighteen months he was employed in a grist

mill at Leipsic, Ohio, and then joined Henry

A. Detrick in establishing the grain elevator

at New Bavaria. He owned part of the enter-

prise and for several years was engaged in

handling grain, coal, flour and feed. After

four years with this concern the business was
sold to the Farmers Grain and Stock Com- j

pany, and Mr. Diemer continued in the service

of the new eompanj- for fourteen months. He
then established his present business.

Mr. Diemer is a son of Joseph and Salina
(Zoll) Diemer, both of whom are natives of

Henry County. The paternal grandparents
came from Germany, and the maternal great-

grandparents came from the same country.
Jlr. Diemer 's paternal grandparents were
John and Catherine Diemer, who were early

settlers in Henry County, and spent the rest

of their lives in Pleasant Township. They
cleared up a portion of the forest, developed
a farm, and lived to the respective ages of

seventy-six and ninety-five. They were Cath-
olics in religion, and helped organize and be-

came charter members of the first church of

that denomination in Pleasant Township.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Diemer are still living

on a farm in Pleasant Township along the

Kidge Road, and are now seventy-six years of

age. They are active members of the Sacred
Heart Catholic Church at New Bavaria. Of
their eleven children, nine are living, eight

sons and one daughter, Joseph J. being the

oldest.

Joseph J. Diemer was married in Pleasant
Township in 1899 to iliss Christina Zens. She
was born in Pleasant Township and has always
made that locality her home. Her parents
were born in America, but her grandparents
came from Germany. Her parents are still

living on their farm in Pleasant Township
and are about three score years of age, both

of them being active members of the Sacred
Heart Catholic Church. Mrs. Diemer 's grand-

parents spent many years on their farm in

Henry County, where they died.

Five children have been born to Mr. and
Mrs. Diemer: Gilbert P., aged sixteen, who
has finished his education in the village school

and now assists his father ; Loretta, aged four-

teen; Viola, aged eleven; Alfred, aged nine^

all of them students in school; and Ai'thur,

who is now five years of age. Mr. and Mrs.

Diemer and their children are members of the

Sacred Heart Catholic Church. He is afifi-

liated with the Council of the Knights of

Columbus at Napoleon, and in politics is a

democrat.

Phh.ip Heckler. For a number of genera-

tions there lived side by side in the same

province or kingdom of Germany the Lauten-

slager and Heckler families. They were all
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of high German stock and of Protestant or

Lutheran religion. About 1832 members of

both of these families emigi-ated to America.
The mother of the Lautenslager branch had
died in the old countr.y, but her husband to-

gether with four daughters and two sons and
a daughter that had married Philip Heckler,

Sr., set out from Bremen in a sailing vessel

and after many weeks of privation landed at

Baltimore. From there the entire company
proceeded westward and with wagons and
teams finally reached Crawford County, Ohio.

They located on wild land in Vernon Town-
ship three miles northwest of Crestline.

Philip Heckler, Sr., was born in Germany
about 1800. He married there Catherine Lau-
tenslager and it was not long after their mar-
riage that they set sail for the New World.
About a year after the family arrived in

Vernon Township of Crawford County a son

was born to Philip Heckler and wife. This

birth occurred November 11, 1834, and thus

was vshered into the world of activity and
experience Philip Heckler, Jr., who for many
years has been one of the prominent farmers

of Monroe Townsliip in Henry County. He
grew up in Crawfonl Coniitw was given such

advantages as the IcimI scIhkiIs could give in

that time and in 18(il cniiif with his father to

Henry County. Here Philip Heckler, Sr.,

bought 120 aei^es of wild land in .sections 10

and 15 Monroe Township. On this farm about

1880 Philip Heckler, Sr., passed away, having
lived a strong and re.soureeful life in America
and having accumulated considerable means.

On the 120 acres above mentioned in Henry
Count.v Philip Heckler, Jr., has staged his

active career for more than half a century.

He has developed a splendid home and in time

acquired 560 acres of high class land. Most
of it he lias since given to his children, but

still retains a place of 120 acres. On this old

homestead, surrounded with all the comforts

and the joys which her children could give

her, the widowed mother passed away at the

age of eighty-four.

In Vernon Township of Crawford County
in the fall of 1855, some six years before he

eame into Henry County, ^Ir. Philip Heckler

was married to Lucy Ann Sprow. She was
born in the State of Pennsylvania November
17. 1833. and was quite young when she came
to Crawford County, Ohio. Her parents

Jacob and Catherine (Wiley) Sprow were

both natives of Germany but were married

after reaching Pennsylvania. On going to

Crawford County they secured a tract of wild

land on which they placed a log cabin' and
lived in that until the farm was cleared. The
Sprow farm was adjacent to the old Heckler
homestead and thus the two young people were
thrown together socially and their acquaint-
ance ripened into marriage. Jacob Sprow
and wife lived out a long lifetime on the old

Crawford County homestead. They were
members of the Presbyterian Church. Jacob
Sprow and also Philip Heckler, Sr., were
democrats in politics.

Some time after their marriage Philip
Heckler and wife came to Henry County and
by working in harmony and by strict economy
reached a condition of prosperity where they
passed as among the very weU to do people of
the county. After sixty years of married com-
panionship Mrs. Philip Heckler passed into the
rest of eternal life on November 20, 1915.
Her memory will always be sacred among her
descendants. She was reared in the Presby-
terian faith. There were nine children.

Eight of the nine are still living. Solomon
S., a farmer and horse breeder at Malinta,
married Adella Lowmaster and has two chil-

dren, Harmon and Ray. Catherine is the wife
of Howard Overhultz, a farmer in Monroe
Township, their children being Lawrence,
Daisy and Ernest. Philip died in infancy.
Albert, a farmer in Monroe Township, mar-
ried Sarah Spangler and has three children.
Myrtle, JMartin and Victoria. Ella married
Jacob Burr and has two children, Gladys and
Hazel. Josephine is the wife of Charles Long,
a farmer in Harrison Township, and has chil-

dren named Floyd, Lucile, Herman and Nel-
lie. Philip, who was given the name of his

infant brother who died and also his father
and grandfather, is >commonly known as
Peter, and he married Bertha Switzer and has
children named Josephine, Maud, Roy, Lucy
and Ruth. Ann is the wife of Grant Over-
hultz, who formerly was a high school teacher
and is now a farmer in Jlonroe Township,
their children being Glenn, Lloyd, Brooks,
Mildred and Forest. Frank, who is a farmer,
married Nelia Detmer and has Herbert and
Lillian. Mr. Heckler and all his grown sons
are democratic voters.

Otis W. Delph. The principal trading
center for a large number of people in Jlon-
roe Township of Henry County is the gen-
eral merchandise store at Malinta conducted
by Mr. Otis W. Delph and his brother. These
enterprising merchants carry a general stock
of goods to .supply the needs of the surround-
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ing country and have built up one of the best

stores in the county. Mr. Otis W. Delph suc-

ceeded in business Mr. Martin Winburg and
has been connected with the business more
than twelve years. He was first a partner
of Mr. Winburg, but in 1908 he succeeded to

the business and soon afterwards took in his

brother, George R. They have since con-

ducted the business jointly.

Otis W. Delph and his brother also were
born in Monroe Township of Henry County,
Otis on March 21, 1876, and George in 1882.

Both were reared in this county, received

their education in the public schools, and have
found in merchandising a congenial and profit-

able vocation.

They are the sons of Philip and Elizabeth
(Witztcell) Delph. His father was born in

Crawford County and his mother in Summit
County. Ohio, and both are now about seventy
years of age. The paternal grandparents came
from Wurtemburg, Germany, and the mater-
nal grandparents were also German people.

The Delphs on coming to America located in

Crawford County, Ohio, while the Witztcells

were settlers in Summit County.
Philip Delph was still a child when his

parents died. He was then taken into the

home of Philip Heckler, and for a number
of years bore the Heckler name. Philiji Heck-
ler died a number of .veai-s ago when quite

an old man. Wlien sixteen years of age Philip

Delph was brought to jMonroe Township, in

Henry County, by the Heckler family, and
from that time on has steered his own inde-

pendent course in the world. He began work-
ing by the day, afterwards by the month, and
when between twenty-four and twenty-five

years of age was able to make his first pur-

chase of land. This was a tract of forty acres

of completely wild land, and after his mar-
riage he started out to make a living there.

He had a small house, and for a number of

years most of his time was consumed in clear-

ing up the land and in erecting buildings and
other equipment required for his business.

He still lives on the old homestead. He was
married to Miss Witztcell at her home in Mon-
roe Township. Both Philip and Mrs. Delph
are active members of the Xiutheran Church
and in politics he is a democrat. Philip Delph
has two widowed sisters, Mrs. Margaret
Weaver of Crestline, Ohio, and Mrs. Callie

Porter of Portland, Oregon.
The children of Philip Delph and wife are

:

Cora, who married Jacob Babcoek of Monroe
Township, and they have two foster children,

Martin and Chester. Julia married M. M.
Spangler of Malinta. Otto W. is the next in
age. Elizabeth married Lem Ordway and
lives in Malinta, their children being Fay
Philip, Frederick K. and Marie. Henrietta
is the wife of Bruce Robinson, a farmer at
Rudolph, in Wood County, Ohio. George R.,
partner in the store with his brother Otis,

married Emma Schultz, and they have two
children, Carl and James. Clarence P. is a
farmer in Henry County and married Ella
Bailey, who by a former marriage has a son,

Morris Bailey. Cecil B. lives at home and
clerks in the store of his brothers during the
summer and is a member of the class of 1918
in Wittenberg College.

Otis W. Delph grew up on the old home-
stead in Monroe Township, and was trained
to a farmer, though most of his adult experi-

ence has been in merchandising. In 1907 he
married at Malinta Miss Elsie Hemsoth. She
was born in Germany in 1882, and when a
child came to the United States, first to Ful-
ton County, Ohio, and a year later to Malinta,
where she grew up and met her husband. Her
parents subsequently moved to Toledo and her
father died there, her mother then returning
to Malinta, where she lives at about the age
of three score. The Hemsoth family are mem-
bers of the German Reformed Church, ilr.

and Mrs. Delph have four children : Elizabeth,

now eight years of age; Maxwell, aged six;-

Norman and Mary E. All the family are
members of the Lutheran Church, and ^Ir.

Delph is a democrat.

John- Wesley Desgr.4nges. Among the
well-known families of Henry County, one of
the best and most favorably known is that

of Desgranges, the members of which have
long been prominent in agricultural afl:'airs in

Pleasant and adjoining townships, and have-
also taken a part in the matters which have
served to contribute to the advancement and
material prosperity of this section. One of

the worthy representatives of this name is

John Wesley Desgranges, who owns and oper-

ates a handsome and valuable farm in Pleas-

ant Township, a property which was formerly
owned by his father, one of the mast highly
esteemed' early residents of the locality.

The Desgi-anges family, as the name would
indicate, is of French origin, but at an early

period moved from France to Bavaria, Ger-
many, where, probably, the grandfather of

John W. Desgranges. Jacob Desgranges, was
born. There he grew to manhood and was

I
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married, and there all his children were born,

including: Mrs. Charles Hornung, Christ,

Jacob, Daniel, Margaret and Peter. The last-

named, the father of John W. Desgranges,
was hilt .seven years of age when the family
started for the United States, a journey that

was made in an old-time sailing vessel. This
craft was tossed about at the mercy of the

waves for sixty-four days before it finally

arrived in sight of the City of New York, and
then there was an exasperating wait of fully

two weeks before the captain would risk mak-
ing a landing. This finally effected, the little

party made its way on the Hudson River and
Erie Canal to Buffalo, New York, then to

Toledo, Ohio, and via canal to Independence,
Ohio, on the ^laumee River. In the same year
Charles Hornung, of Pleasant Township,
Henry County, an old settler, induced them to

come on to this locality, and here they finally

located on the Ridge Road. The homestead
was a wooded tract, surrounded by swamp
land and absolutely without improvements of

any kind. Primitive conditions prevailed

everywhere, only the absolute necessities of

life could be obtained, and even these were at

a premium, but the Desgranges were more
fortunate than some others of the pioneers,

for on their arrival they were possessed of

$2,000 in gold, and with this were able to pur-

chase many of the comforts that all were not

able to afford. The first home, of course, was
built of logs, and this furnished the family
with shelter for a number of years. Wild
game of all kinds usual to the region was to

be found in the woods and swamps, and the

meat from these animals added materially to

the family larder, while skins and furs were
used in the fashioning of wearing apparel

and in the making of various articles of util-

itarian value. Here Peter Desgranges worked
indti.striously and faithfully in the forming
and establishing of a home for his family and
the developing of a farm. He was success-

ful in both directions, and when he died, when
about sixty-nine years of age, this worthy man
had the satisfaction of knowing that he had
rounded out a useful and helpful life. In

the early life of the community he took a

prominent part, and while he was not active

in politics, except as he cast his vote for the

candidates of the democratic party, he was an
influence for good government in his town-
ship and a supporter of all good movements.
He was a member of the German Reformed
Church, in the faith of which he had been

reared in his native land, and was one of three

persons to purchase the land for the cemetery
of that denomination at New Bavaria. Mrs.
Desgranges, who was also a member of that

church and one of the most highly respected

among the early women of the township, died

at the home of her son Peter when past eighty

years of age, having survived her husband
for many years. Of their children, all grew
to maturity, were married and had children,

but all have now passed away.

Peter Desgranges, the father of John Wes-
ley Desgranges, was born October 26, 1834,

in the Town of Elderblough, Bavaria, Ger-
many, and, as before noted, was still a lad

when the family emigrated to the United
States. He grew up amid the most jDrimitive

surroundings, early learned to accustom him-
self to the use of fire arms, and as a youth
did much to help the family in the way of

provisions through his skill as a hunter. He
was brought up to agricultural pursuits and
chose that vocation when he came to young
manhood, his first property being a tract of

eighty acres of land, located two miles east of

the A'illage of New Bavaria. Here Mr. Des-

granges was married to Mary Dirr, who was
born near New Bavaria, Pleasant Township,
September 16, 1842, and they resided on their

first farm until after the birth of their first

sons : Peter and Jacob. The former was bora
there in 1863, and is now a retired resident

of Big Rapids, Michigan, married but with-

out children; the latter died unmarried when
twenty-one years six months six days old. In

1866 the little family came to Section 32, in

the same township, and here secured eighty

acres of slightly improved land, residing on

this property for many years and bringing it

to a high state of cultivation. Mr. Desgranges,
who was industrious and enterprising in his

operations, later secured 120 acres in the same
township and eighty acres ad.ioining the

homestead, and in the last years that he lived

there he purchased the 160-acre homestead.
Later he located on the eighty-acre property
now owned by his son, John Wesley, and
which was the south eighty of the 160-acre

homestead. There his death occurred Decem-
ber 21, 1903, he being buried at Ayersville,

Defiance County, on Christmas morning of

that year. Jlrs. Desgranges, who survives her
husband, is now a resident of Pleasant Bend,
where she is comfortably passing the evening
of life in a new and modern cottage home.
While seventy-four years of age, she is still

alert in mind and active in body, and is a

busy member of the iMethodist Episcopal
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Church, where she has many friends who have
had evidence of her many lovable qualities of

heart and mind. Mr. Desgranges was a mem-
ber of the Reformed Church. He was a repub-
lican in polities and at various times tilled

positions of importance and trust in the com-
munity, being township trustee for two terms
and holding other offices. As an official he
bore the same high reputation as that which
he had earned in business life as an honorable,

straightforward man, and as a citizen bj' his

willing support of public-spirited measures.
He passed on to his children an unsullied

name, one which had always been connected
with things worth while. The following chil-

dren were born on the homestead farm in

Pleasant Township : Samuel, born in 1867,

passed his life as a Henry County fanner, and
died March 14, 1915, married Nida Davis,

widow of Charley Davis, who had by her fii-st

union two sons and one daughter; Charles,

born in 1869, engaged in farming in Farmer
Township, Putnam Count.y, Ohio, married
Bertlia Parcher, and has six sons and three

daughters: Edward, born December 12, 1871,

reared on the homestead, now a prosperous

and intelligent farmer of Farmer Township,
Putnam County, married Miss Delia Fender,
who was born in 1875 on the farm in Pleasant

Township which is now owned by John W.
Desgranges, went to Michigan when five years

old and was there reared, and has no chil-

dren; Philip, born in 1874, passed his life as

a farmer in Michigan, and died June 12,

1914, married Minnie Hoffman, of Pleasant

Township, and left two sons and one daugh-
ter at his death ; John Wesley, of this notice

:

Frank, who is engaged in operating a part

of the old homestead in Pleasant Township,
married Katherine Leader and has one daugh-
ter, ilary ; and Carrie, who is the wife of

Clyde Foltz, a farmer of Putnam County,

Ohio, and has one son and three daughters.

John Wesley Desgi'anges was born on the

old homestead place in Pleasant Township,
April 23, 1877. and grew up in this locality,

securing his education in the public schools.

When he came to manhood he decided upon
farming as his life work, and to this vocation

he has constantly devoted his attention, with

the result that he is now the possessor of a

handsome property, finely improved and well

drained, on which he has carried on operations

since the death of his father. Mr. Desgranges
is one of the up-to-date and progressive agri-

culturists of his locality, using modern
methods in his work and making a close study

of his vocation. His land is improved with
good buildings, these including a barn 36 by
50 feet, with posts 18 feet, and a comfort-
able and commodious 8-room house, which
was built in 1888, and all other conveniences
known to the modern farmer may be found
on his land. He carries on general farming
and keeps a small herd of cattle, incidentally

doing something in the line of dairying and
the other branches of agricultural work. He
is adjudged a good business man, and has a
reputation for honorable dealing and integrity

that makes his name an honored one in com-
mercial circles.

Mr. Desgranges was married to Miss Ruth
L. Rowlader. who was born in Barry County,
Michigan, May 23, 1897, and reared and edu-

cated in the vicinity of Vermontville, daugh-
ter of James M. and Lula (Wright) Rowlader,
natives of New York. Her father was of

German stock, and her parents were married
in Michigan. They are now residents of Wood-
land, Michigan, Mr. Rowlader being sixty-

four years of age and Mrs. Rowlader sixty,

and of their eight children Mrs. Desgranges is

the youngest daughter. Mr. and Mrs. Des-
granges have had two children : Laura Mil-
dred, born June 13, 1914; and Jess Willard,
born March 3, 1916. They are consistent

members of the German Reformed Church.
Mr. Desgranges is a popular member of Lodge
No. 745, Knights of Pythias, of which he is

past chancellor.

James W. Shidler. As much as any other

man in Northwest Ohio, James W. Shidler
deserves to be numbered among those "sons
of toil" who in every time and generation

have found favor and honor among the peo-

ples of the earth. Mr. Shidler as the years
have come and gone has seen his work blos-

.som and fruit into a considerable fortune,

and while he deserves every penny of his

wealth because he has made it himself, the

wealth has not been the sole end which has

urged him on, and it has been gained not

without a great share of advantage to the '

entire locality.

When he reached his ma.iority he was stini-

idated by an ambition to make a success in

the world. He had only the primal energies

of strong hands and a willing heart, and these

directed by intelligence have carried him over

every successive obstacle to the goal.

Many years ago Mr. Shidler bought twenty

acres in Section 6 of Richfield Township, in

Henry County. There was not much compe-
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tition to secure this land. It was considered

a permanent waste and wild, and any man of

less determination and courage than young
Shidler would have chosen a more favorable

spot. It was situated in one of the wildest

swamps found anywhere in Henry County.
He had to delay the beginning of his oper-

ations until the waters receded and he was
able to get to the land across logs, which
formed a sort of roadway. There he set him-

self to clearing and making a home. There
were no roads in that community, no ditches

to drain off the surplus water, and he and
one or two others who had land in the same
vicinity had to dig out the ditches and make
all the roads. Not only that, but he had to

contend against the criticism and the opposi-

tion which usuallj' stands in the way of every
progressive improvement. It took many
months of the hardest kind of labor and hard-

ship to get the first twenty acres cleared.

That was the nucleus, from which his labors

and enterprise have spread over a large

amount of laud, and the clearing and develop-

ment of this land in itself constitutes an
important achievement and is of great benefit

not to ;\Ir. Shidler alone, but to the entire

county. After his twenty acres were ready
for cultivation he bought forty acres more
in Damascus Township, and subsequently
forty-seven acres adjoining his first homestead.

Another purchase gave him eighty acres in

Section 6, also near the first homestead, and
he now has a 127-acre farm and considerable

other land elsewhere. Every acre of it has

been redeemed from the wilderness by his

own hands and with the aid of his horses.

It is not too much to say that 'Sir. Shidler

has performed as much physical labor in the

clearing up of land in Henry County as any
other living resident. He has made sacrifices

almost innumerable in his efforts to acquire

independence. He has worked longer hours,

walked further to earn a dollar, and has been

regardless of personal discomfort and every

obstacle that stood in the way of his achieve-

ment. Such a man deserves the highest honor
and respect, and every dollar that he has

earned for himself can be counterbalanced

against at least equal value which his work
has represented to the community at large.

At the present time, though ]\ir. Shidler is

only a little past the meridian of life, he

might retire and spend his remaining years

in complete comfort. His farm represents

manv modern improvements, including a main
barn 4n by 60 feet, wing 20 by 30 feet, various

other sheds and outbuildings and a covered
barnyard 40 by 42 feet. He has a cement
tank for water 7 by 14 feet, and from time to

time has added every implement and conven-

ience necessary for the operation of his farm.

His home is one of the landmarks of the rural

comuiunity in Richfield Township. It is a

substantial two-story brick hou.se, containing

ten rooms and all the comforts, such as bath,

hot and cold water, furnace room and a capa-

cious basement. As a farmer Mr. Shidler gets

his revenues largely from the stock which he

raises. He keeps about twelve head of horses,

twelve head of cattle, twenty head of hogs,

milks a small dairy of five cows, and he takes

pains in improving and keeping up the grades

of his livestock.

James W. Shidler is of German ancestry.

His grandfather, Daniel Shidler, was born in

Germany, where he grew x\p and where he

married. Before he left the old world two

sons were born, Benjamin and David. In

the latter '20s he set out with his little family

in a sailing vessel, and after six weeks arrived

in this country and located in Seneca County.

Ohio. He lived there among the Indians and

surrounded by the forests and wild game.

His home was close to the spot sacred in the

history of the West, where the gallant Colonel

Crawford many years before had been burned

at the stake by the hostile Indians of Ohio.

It is said that" Daniel Shidler cultivated the

land about his grave, and the tradition is that

though he sowed seed on the grave, none of

it ever grew. Daniel Shidler and his wife

spent their last years in Seneca County. He
was a noted character in that community.

Strong, rugged, a physical giant, he did feats

which were recounted by the firesides of that

community for jnany years. There were no

improved highways in that day in Ohio, and

it is said that Daniel Shidler when his wagon
would become imbedded in mud would bodily

lift the vehicle and would practically hold it

up until the horses could pull it to solid

ground. He died when in middle life.

After Daniel Shidler came to this country

other children were born as follows: Cath-

erine, who died young : John, who improved a

farm and left a family: Jonathan, who was

commonly known as Jack.

Jonathan Shidler. father of James W. Shid-

ler. was bom in 1830. After the death of his

father he lived for a time with a brother and
later among strangers. On reaching his major-

ity he started out to make his own way in

the world. He was known in the early days
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of Ohio as an expert shingle maker. He was
married in his native county to Miss Sarah
Wagner, who was born in Seneca County
about 1832, a daughter of Abraham and Mary
Wagner, who were early settlers in Seneca
County, having come from Pennsylvania with

teams and wagons. The Wagners cleared

up a home in the wilderness, and lived there

for many years, though Abraham Wagner died

in Wood County, his widow subsequently re-

turning to Grelton, in Henry County, where
she died some years later.

After Jonathan Shidler was maiTied, he

became a tenant farmer. From Seneca County
he moved to Wood County, and in 1876 located

at Grelton, in Damascus Township of Henry
County. There he lived until his death at

the age of seventy-five. His widow died at

the home of her daughter, Mrs. Sarah Battles,

near Grelton, about eight years after her hus-

band, and when about seventy-seven years of

age. She was a member of the Methodist
Church.
James W. Shidler was born while his par-

ents were living in Seneca County, on Octo-

ber 4, 1861, and was reared and received his

early advantages from the schools of Wood
and Henry counties.

He married for his first wife Ericka Fisher,

who was born and reared in Damascus Town-
ship. She died eight days after her marriage.

For his second wife he married an orphan
girl, Clara Howe, who had the happiness of

only three years of wedded life. She left one

child, Charles R., who died at the age of ten

years. Mr. Shidler 's third wife was Tena,

daughter of Peter Deitrick of Monroe Town-
ship, Henry County. She was born and
reared there, and died ten years after her

marriage, leaving one son, Peter, who is still

unmarried and at home with his father. Mr.

Shidler married for his present wife Mrs.

Lina (Bolton) Hollepeter. She was born in

Morrow County, Ohio, but was reared in

Henry County. By her marriage to Richard

Hollepeter she has two children: Bernice,

aged nineteen, and Richard, or Dick, aged

seventeen. Both live at home with their

mother, and Bernice is a teacher, while Dick

has finished the cour.se of the Grelton High
School with the class of 1915. Mr. and Mrs.

Shidler by their marriage have the following

children: Beatrice. ^label, William, all three

in school, and Dorothy, now two years of age.

The family attend the Methodist Episcopal

Church at Grelton and Mr. Shidler is a dem-
ocratic voter.

Hon. J. Frank Meyers. While farming
has been the business at which Mr. Meyers has
made his living, has provided for his fine

family of children, he has also for many
years been closely identified with the educa-
tional welfare of his home county and state,

and a number of years ago when he was called

upon to serve in the Legislature much of his

attention and effort were given to educational
measures. Mr. Meyers is an impressive

speaker, a man of fine address, has a broad
knowledge of the best literature, is well

informed on current affairs, and is one of the

most broad-minded farmer citizens of Henry
County.

He comes of old American stock. Some of

his ancestors served in the Revolutionary war.

The Meyers family were Pennsylvanians for

a number of generations, and his great-grand-

father spent all his life in Berks County,
Pennsylvania. His grandfather, Jacob Aleyers,

was born in Berks County, and one of his

brothers fell in the defense of Baltimore in

the War of 1812. Jacob was married in Berks
County to Catherine Miller, who also repre-

sented a line of substantial people. From
Pennsylvania Jacob Meyers emigrated to Tus-

carawas County, Ohio. He brought with him
a family of four sons and six daughters. Some
of these were already married and had chil-

dren.

John B. i\Ipyers, father of J. Frank Meyers,
was born in 1829 in Berks County and was
fourteen years of age when the family went
to Tuscurawas County, Ohio. In that section

of Ohio they cleared up some of the wild land,

and Jacob and his wife spent their last years

there, dying when past middle age. They
were buried in the Gnadenhutten Cemetery.
They were verv active members of the German
Lutheran Church, and practically all the male
members of the family have been Jackson
democrats. Jaeoli ileyers and wife had the

following children : William, Samuel, Jacob,

Jr., John B., Sarah, Christina, Esther, Eliz-

abeth and another daughter who married a

I\Ir. Born. All the children except Elizabeth

married and had children of their own.

John B. Meyers grew up in Tuscarawas
County on a farm. He was married there to

Annetta Werner. She was born in Schuylkill

County. Pennsylvania, in 1831, of Pennsyl-

vania German stock. Her parents were Jacob

and Theresa (Born) Werner. Jacob Werner
was a German teacher in Pennsylvania, and
al>out 1846 removed to Tuscarawas County,
where he bouglit and improved a tract of land
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on which he lived the rest of his years. There
were three sons and four daughters in the

Werner family. The sons were Jeremiah,

Albert and Jacob. Jeremiah was a skilled

mechanic and pattern maker. Albert became
a soldier in the Civil war and died from home-
sickness in Tennessee. Jacob was a preacher

in the Evangelical Church, but also a mill-

wright and skilled mechanic.

After the marriage of John B. Meyers and
wife they stai'ted out as farmers in Tuscar-

awas County, near the village of Trenton.

While living there J. Frank Meyers was born

September 3, 1853. His sister Elizabeth was
also a native of the same locality. In 1856
the family removed to another farm in Tus-

carawas County. This farm was the birth-

place of Albert and Samuel. In 1863 they

made another move, this time to Wyandotte
County, where the sons John and George were
born.

In 1867 the Meyers family came to Henry
County. They made the journey with two
covered wagons and teams, and spent several

days over the rough roads. The land which
they chose was new and raw, and was located

in Monroe Township. From the woods of that

section John B. Meyers cleared up a good
farm. While the parents lived there two more
children were born, Etta and Charles. John
B. Meyers and wife both died on the old home-
stead within ten days of each other, in the

months of February and IMareh, 1893. They
were long consistent members of the Chris-

tian Union Church, and he was a sterling dem-
ocrat who held several local offices. Four of

their sons and one daughter are still living.

J. Frank Meyers was about fourteen

years of age when the family eame to Henry
County, and while he assisted as his strength

permitted in the work of the farm, from an
early age, he also wisely improved his oppor-

tunities to get a good education, and those

who know him say that he has always been a

student as well as a practical and progi-essive

farmer. When he was seventeen years of age

he was granted a certificate to teach school.

It was his long experience as a teacher that

gave him the fundamental and lasting inter-

est he has always retained in the welfare of

the public schools. Altogether Mr. Meyers
taught thirty tenns, and his work was largely

in Henry County.
In the meantime he bought forty acres of

wild land in Marion Township of Henry
County, and before he left that he had it

improved with buildings, with drainage and

fences, and sold out at a great advance in

value over what lie paid. His next purchase
was eighty acres in Section 13 of Monroe
Township, which constitutes his present
attractive rural home. Since taking posses-

sion he has cleared up thirty-five acres of this

land, and has it all under drainage and other-

wise well improved. For his stock and grain
Mr. ^Meyers has a large barn 30 by 60 feet,

and has added many improvements to the

substantial 9-room house which is the family
home. In farming Mr. j\Ieyers follows the

rotation principle, and one of his valuable

crops is sugar beets, which averages from 12
to 15 tons per acre.

In Harrison Township of Henry County
]\lr. ]\Ieyers married Miss Lillie Leatherman.
Slie was born in that township, and her gi-and-

parents were Pennsylvania people. Her par-

ents, Joseph and Effie (Beckham) Leather-

man, were born in Ohio, and after their mar-
riage and the birth of one child they settled

in Harrison Township of Henry County. They
made settlement there a short time before the

Civil war. From there they removed to Rich-

field Township, where Mr. Leatherman died
in 1899. His widow is now living in Malinta
and is bearing the weight of eightj'-three years
very gracefully and bravely. Both were
members of the Disciples Church, and Mr.
Leatherman was a democrat who was elected

to several local offices, including justice of

the peace and a place on the board of educa-
tion.

Mr. and Mrs. Meyers have every reason to

take pride in their children, who have grown
up to worthy ideals and to useful careers.

Grace L., the oldest, is the wife of Isaac Long,
a farmer in Hancock County, and they have
two children, Gladys and Bruce. James C.

is sales manager for a wheel company in

Toledo and is very active in church work
in that city; he married Wilda Heckler.

Dollie married Bert Patterson, and they have
a son Donald. Harry is in charge of rural

route No. 1 out of Malinta where he resides,

and by his marriage to Gladys Franz has

children named Kenneth and Norman. Edith,

still at home with her parents, is a very suc-

cessful teacher in tlie public schools and a

capable musician. All the children were given

the best of educational advantages, and all of

them have taught school at some time.

Mr. Meyers and his sons are active dem-
ocrats. It was in 1891 that he was first nom-
inated and elected as representative of Henry
County in the State Legislature. He was re-
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elected iu 1893, and gave two terms of very
useful service to the state. In the Legislature
he was a member of the military committee,
and in that capacity he reported for passage
a bill for the purpose of marking the position

of the Ohio troops on the battlefield of Chiek-
amauga and other scenes of notable engage-
ments in the South. He was also a member
of the committee on universities and colleges,

and this gave him a special opportunity to do
all in his power to forward the improvement
of educational institutions within the state.

Some of the plans which he projiosed while
in the Legislature have borne fruit in subse-
quent years, and his entire service was one
that reflected high credit upon the repre-

sentative from Henry County.

Charles A. Seiders. The following is a
sketch of a highly successful Toledo lawyer.
Those best acquainted with his attainments
rank him high not only in the local profes-
sion but at the American bar. The law with
him is a profession, a great calling, and not
an occupation. He began as a "country
lawyer" and by sheer ability has reached
secure prestige in one of the leading cities

of the state.

Charles A. Seiders is of that class of Amer-
icans known as Pennsylvania Germans. His
ancestors on his mother's side came to this

country in the first years 'of the eighteenth
century, and on his father's side some years
later.

The Pennsylvania German is a most thor-

ough American. His ancestors coming to this

country to escape religious persecution, the

old country is so completely left behind that

there is no connection. He knows of no rel-

atives in Europe ; he has no letters from there

;

he knows only in a general way what part his

ancestors came from ; there are no household
gods emanating from beyond the seas ; no tra-

ditions connected with the other side ; no heir-

looms; no old letters, documents or furniture

said to have been brought by the "first set-

tlers." In short, the Pennsylvania German
is about as thoroughly identified with Amer-
ica only as is the American Indian; he knows
no "Fatherland" but the United States.

Mr. Seiders was born in the Village of East
Texas, near Allentown, Lehigh County, Pemi-
sylvania, June 1, 1857, and in April, 1866, his

parents moved to the Village of Flatrock,

Seneca County, Ohio, and after two years
moved to a farm in Adams Township, that

count\-. and five vears later to another farm

in the same township. "While but a boy he
commenced taking a great interest in reading,
which he indulged by such books as he could
borrow from the neighbors and teachers, and
s^on subscribed to inexpensive young folk's

magazines and weekly papers. His first sub- ^

scription to a weekly was the Cincinnati
Weekly Times, the first copy of which received
by him contained an account of the Chicago
fire, and which copy he still retains. In mov-
ing on to the second farm he came into a
neighborhood where great interest was taken
in books and education. To procure these

Mr. Seiders had to rely on his own eftorts, his

father being financially unable to help him,
and not having the fortune of good health
he was unable to graduate from college. Hav-
ing made up liis mind at the age of sixteen

to become a lawyer, he commenced reading for

that profession in the fall of 1878, but, hav-

ing to work his own way, his studies were
often broken into, and he was not admitted
until March, 1882, when he passed the exam-
ination of the Ohio Supreme Court. In the

meantime, and as a means of livelihood, he

had in July, 1879, established and edited The
Greenspring Times in the Village of Green-
spring, Ohio, and the two starved and strug-

gled along together for eight months, when
they parted company.

In April, 1883, Mr. Seiders began the prac-

tice of the law in Paulding, Ohio, the county
seat of Paulding County, which was then

being just developed, it up to that time hav-

ing been largely covered by a dense growth
ol timber. A few years later he became the

attorney for the New York, Chicago & St.

Louis Railway Company for that county, the

general offices of that company being at Cleve-

land, and Paulding County being hard to get

at, General Williamson, then general counsel,

entrusted all the work to Mr. Seiders, and for

twenty-five years he performed it, having con-

tinued to do so after his removal to Toledo

and after Hon. John H. Clarke, now associate

justice of the United States Supreme Court,

had become general counsel. In the meantime
there was soon added a large general practice

which extended into other and surrounding

counties. In the fall of 1888 he also became

the local counsel for the Cincinnati, Jackson

& Mackinac Railway Company, and continued

to represent that company iintil his removal

to Toledo. On November 15, 1897, he went

into the office of Doyle & Lewis, Toledo, Ohio,

and remained with that firm until January 1,

1902, when he went into practice for himself.
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He is and has been for sixteen years an attor-

ney for the "Wheelings & Lake Erie Railway
Company.
While reading law with Lutes & Lutes at

Tiffin, Ohio, a firm composed of Nelson B.

Lutes and his wife, Nettie Cronise Lutes, Mr.
Seiders met .Miss Edith Sams, who was then
practicing law in partnership with Miss Flor-

ence Cronise, a sister of Mrs. Lutes. Mr.
Seiders and Miss Sams were married on May
1, 1883, at Tiffin, Ohio, and about a month
after Mr. Seiders had commenced practicing

law at Paulding. Miss Sams was admitted
to the bar of Ohio in December, 1881, and
was the first woman admitted to practice in

that state by the Supreme Court.

Miss Sams was the fourth child of Alex-
ander Brannen and Marianna Stuart Sams,
both of English birth, her mother being a

lineal descendant of the royal house of Stuart
of Scotland. Mr. Isaac Sams, the grandfather
of Mrs. Seidei's. came to this country from
England in 1824 and established Rock Hill

.\cademy at Ellicott City, Maiyland. In 1834
he removed to New York City and there re-

opened his school, but in 1835, his health hav-

ing become impaired by overwork, he acquired

1,000 acres of land adjoining the Town of

Hillsboro, Highland County, Ohio, and in that

year removed thither with his family. After

the recovery of his health he became the head
of a boys' school at that place and continued

so for a UTimber of years. He took a great

interest in education and everything pertain-

ing thereto, and was during the remainder
of his life a member of the board of county

examiners. He opened a library and reading

room at Hillsboro, was the means of estab-

lishing teachers' associations and educational

publications, and in many ways, by his cul-

ture and energy, lifted educational standards

in Southern Ohio. Being Episcopalians, Mr.
(Isaac) Sims and his two sons (the uncle and
father of Jlrs. Seiders) took a leading part in

organizing an Episcopal Church in Hillsboro,

and. in 1853, in the erection of the beautiful

Episcopal Church at that place. The memo-
rial window placed in the church to commem-
orate the names of the founders contains the

name of the grandfather, uncle and father of

Mrs. Seiders. together with five others. Her
grandfather was senior warden from the time

of the establishment of the church until his

death on December 1, 1878. while her father

was secretarv of the vestry from the time of

its establishment until his removal to Tiffin in

1869.

;\Ir. Alexander Brannen Sams, father of
^Irs. Seiders, was educated in New York City
as a pharmacist, and lived there until 1848,
when he too came to Ohio, where he met Miss
Stuart, who, with her mother, was then mak-
ing a tour of this eountiy, and they were mar-
ried shortly after. They lived at Hillsboro,
part of the time on his father's farm and part
of the time engaged in the hardware busi-

ness and also as collector of internal revenue,
until 1869. wlien he purchased a drug store at
Tiffin, Ohio, and removed there, where he died
in 1893. liavinu' sIl^vi^•(ll liis wife eight years.
Both of the [liii'i'iits lit' .Mi's. Seiders were not
only well hut liberally eihirated.

After their children were of school age Mrs.
Seiders joined with her husband in the prac-
tice of law at Paulding, Ohio, under the firm
name of Seiili'ix & Seiders, and so continued
until Deeeiiiliei-. IsiKi, when Mr. A. M. Waters
was associated with them under the firm name
of Seiders, Seiders & Waters, and when, in

November, 1897, Mr. Seiders removed to

Toledo, Mrs. Seiders and Mr. Waters continued
the business at Paulding until December, 1898,
when the family removed to Toledo. She did
not resume the practice in Toledo. While
living at Paulding she was elected a member
of the board of education and .served the full

term of three years, being also elected clerk

throughout her whole term.

Aside from holding the office of village

solicitor for one term at Paulding, during the
first years of his practice, and being a member
of the board of education at Toledo from
:\rarch 5. 1906. to June 15, 1908. at which
time he resigned, and during the greater part
of which period he was president of the board,

Mr. Seiders has neither held nor sought polit-

ical office. His only diversion has been the

studying of history, on which subject he has

accumulated a library larger than any other

private library in the city of his residence.

After removing to Toledo, ilr. and Mrs.

Seiders became identified with the Unitarian
Church, Mr. Seiders being for nearly four-

teen years a member of the board of trustees

of the First Unitarian Church of that city

and. for nearly all of that period, its pres-

ident. He is a member of the Toledo Club,

Toledo Commerce Club, Toledo Automobile
Club, Toledo Museum of Art, the American
Historical Association and the Maumee Valley
Pioneer and Historical Association. ^Mrs.

Seiders is a member of the Toledo Women 's
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Association and the "Women's Educational

Club.

They have two children living: Marian D.,

who married Dr. W. Frank Maxwell, and Seth,

who is in the advertising business at Chicago.

Henry D. Panning. An honored name in

Henry County is that of Panning. Many
worthy people have held it, and it has been

a synonym for industry, integrity and those

hard-working virtues which convert a wilder-

ness into a smiling landscape of villages and
farms.

One of this name was the late Henry D.

Panning, who was born in Napoleon Township
of Henrji- County, ^March 1. 1861, and died on

his homestead farm in section 18 of the same
township on November 1, 1908. Though he

M'as not yet fifty years of age when he died

he had accomplished a great deal and had filled

his years with usefulness and honor. His par-

ents were Fred and Catherine (Bennegen)
Panning, both natives of Hanover, Germany,
and of old Lutheran stock. The paternal

grandparents came to America during the

decade of the '50s, bought a tract of wild land

in Napoleon Township of Henry County,

where the grandfather cleared up a good farm.

He and his wife died there when quite old.

They were among the early Lutherans of that

community and they left descendants who
carried on their good name and their repu-

tation for industry. Fred Panning, father of

Henry D. Panning, grew up in Henry County,

as did also his wife, and after their marriage

they settled on the old homestead on section

18 of Napoleon Township. Fred Panning
developed his farm of 120 acres, and died

there at the age of seventy-six. His widow
passed away at the age of seventy-two. Both

are now buried in the Bremen Cemetery of

Napoleon Township. All of tlieir children

are also deceased. Their daughter Dorothy
died in 1910, the wife of Fred Panning, who
is mentioned on other pages. The son George

died when quite young.

Henry D. Panning grew up on the old farm

and attended both the English and German
schools. His entire career was worked out on

the farm in section 18. He became owner of

that place and in many ways added to its

improvements and was very suceessfvil as an

agriculturist. He was an active member of

the Lutheran Church, was a substantial Chris-

tian gentleman, and in polities his affiliations

were with the democratic party.

Henry D. Panning married for his first wife

Elizabeth Arps. She was born in Napoleon
Township, March 29, 1863, and died at the

home on section 18, March 7, 1900. Her
father, Henry Arps, married again after the

death of ]Mrs. Panning 's mother, and he and
his second wife passed away when about sixty

years of age. They were Lutherans and were
active farmers of Henry County. Mrs. Eliz-

abeth Panning left six children and six months
later her daughter Helen also passed away.
Those now living are: John A., a carpenter

and threshermau who lives with liis step-

mother, Mrs. Panning, at her home in section

5 and is unmarried; Freda, still single and
emplo.yed in Napoleon; Johanna, who is

twenty-two years of age and lives at home;
Anton, who helps work the home farm; and
Otto, who also contributes his labors as a

farmer on the old place.

For his second wife Henry D. Panning mar-
ried Caroline Witte. Mi's. Panning, who
after the death of her husband in 1911 bought
a 55-acre farm in section 5 of Napoleon Town-
ship, and now resides there, was bom in

Toledo, September 26, 1873. When she was
quite young her parents, Detrick and Anna
(Lange) Witte, moved to Henry County. Her
father was bom April 21, 18.50, in Hanover,
Germany, and her mother about seven years

earlier. They were married in Toledo, where
her father was employed at wages for some
years, and in 1881 the Witte family came to

Henry County. There the mother of Mrs.

Panning died, and her father married a sec-

ond time and is now living at Holgate, in

Henrj' County.

I\Irs. Panning has one daughter, Clara, now
nine years of age and attending the local

schools. Mrs. Panning and her step sons give

capable management to her good farm and
she lives in the comfort that she deserves.

Tlie farm is improved with a large barn and
with a good 7-room house. All the family

are members of St. Paul's Lutheram Church.

Henry F. Damman. Probably every res-

ident of Ridgeville Township has had occasion

to admire the capable management and well-

kept appearance of the Damman farm in sec-

tion 13. Its proprietor is a man who has

effected a great deal in the course of his career.

He started life with very little capital except

what he earned himself, and from youth to

the present has been one of the thrifty, indus-

trious workers in this section of Ohio.

Thousrh he has lived in Henry County, Ohio,

most of his life, he was born in a county of
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the same name in Illinois ou June 19, 1857.

His parents were Henry and Sophia (Brin-
kerhoif ) Damman, both of whom were natives

of Hanover. They were of early Lutheran
stock of that country. Grandfather Damman
was a soldier in the Napoleonic wars from
1812 to 1815 and was wounded at the battle

of "Waterloo, and for his bravery and gallantry
was decorated with several medals. This old

soldier and his wife spent all their lives in Ger-
many, as did also the maternal grandparents.

After their marriage Henry Damman and
wife emigrated to America. They were seven
weeks in crossing the ocean on a sailing ves-

sel between Bremen and New York. From
there they proceeded west to Henry County,
Illinois, and after their son, Henry F. Dam-
man was thirteen months old they moved to

Ohio and located in Adams Township of De-
fiance County. Here they settled on a tract

of wild land in the midst of the woods. Henry
Damman secured for his first farm eighty

acres. After clearing that up and improving
it with a log house and stable he continued
the successful cultivation of his fields, and in

time had a substantial frame house and barn,

and then bought a second eighty acres and
eventually a third farm of similar size. All

of these he put in excellent condition by tillage

and drainage and after a long and useful life

he died March 24, 1892, when nearly seventy-

one years of age. His wife passed away at the

old homestead October 26, 1904. They were
among the earliest settlers from the Kingdom
of Hanover in this section of Northwest Ohio,

and they did more than an average part in

developing the country. They were among
the organizers of the Bethlehem Lutheran
Chui-eh, and he served for many years as one

of the officials. Politically he was a democrat.

After these parents removed to Adams
Township, in Defiance County, the following

children were born : Mary, wlio is a widow and
had a son, now deceased, and two daughters,

Clara and Hulda, both of whom are married;

Ida, who died after her marriage to Henry
Banefelt, leaving Harry and Matilda; Fred,

a retired farmer at Hicksville, Ohio, married
Sophia Rohrs and has two children, Ralph and
Arvilla; John, who owns and occupies the old

homestead in Defiance County, married a Miss
Sehroeder, and their children are Alvina,

Loretta, Arnold, Helen, Emma, Chai-les, Carl

and Ida. the last being now deceased.

It was on the old homestead in Defiance

County that Henry F. Damman spent his

early years. He finally took the manage-

ment of the eighty acres which his father had
last purchased in Section 5 of Adams Town-
ship, and devoted a number of years to its

improvement and cultivation. He built a fine
barn 38 by 64 feet, a granary 24 by 36 feet,

and had a splendid rural residence of sixteen
rooms with basement. In 1911 Mr. Damman
sold this farm and bought his present place
of ninety-nine acres in Section 13 of Ridge-
ville Township. He has all the land under
cultivation except eight acres of native tim-
ber. This is splendid soil, well above the aver-
age, and he has made it grow large and profit-

able crops. His farm has a fine group of
buildings, including a barn 36 by 80 feet with
14-foot shed, other buildings for the care of
tools and ecjuipmeut, and his home is a 13-

room modern clwelling.

In October, 1876, Mr. Damman was mar-
ried in Adams Township to Dora Bremer.
Mrs. Damman was born in Napoleon Town-
ship of Henry County, Febraary 17, 1865.
She was reared and educated there, and is a
daughter of Detrick and Mary (Haase)
Bremer, both natives of Hanover. Her father
was born in 1805 and died November 26, 1893,
and her mother died in 1887 aged sixty-one
years one month seventeen days. Detrick
Bremer and Mary Haase had come to America
as young people from Germany. They made
the passage on a sailing vessel, and were many
weeks in crossing the ocean. Some years after
their arrival in Henry County they married.
Detrick Bremer was for a number of years
employed on the canal running through Henry
County, and was one of the German pioneers
of that county. Later he bought eighty acres
of good land four miles west of Napoleon
City, and was identified with its improvement
until his death. The Bremei-s were active
members of the Bethlehem Lutheran Church
and assisted in organizing it and maintaining
it. The children in the Bremer family were

:

John, who is married and lives in [Monroe
To-^vnship on a farm and has two sons and a

daughter; George, who is a farmer and has a
son named Arthur; ]\Irs. Damman; Henry, a
farmer in Monroe Township and the father of
a son and four daughters.

Mr. and Mrs. Damman have two children.

Verna is the wife of Fred Yungman, a farmer
in Ridgeville Township on the Yungman farm.
Alvin C. is now engaged in operating his

father's homestead, and married Lela Meister
of Henry County. Mr. .and Mrs. Damman
also have an adopted child, Leona B. Parker,
now sixteen years of age. The family are all
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members of the Lutheran Church at Ridge-

ville Corners, in which Mr. Damman is a

trustee. Politically he is a democrat, and his

public spirit has led him to keep in close

touch with community affairs, and his indi-

vidual success has been an important contri-

bution to the welfare of every community
where he has lived.

Henry Witte. It is a record of a thrifty

and progressive Hanover family in Henry
County that tells the story of Henry Witte,

one of the most prosperous farmers of Free-

dom Township. Mr. Witte has not only done

well for himself, but has achieved a great deal

for others. He was the first of his family

to come to America, and furnished the means

by which his parents and brothers and sisters

arrived in this land of plenty.

He was born at Salton, in Hanover, Sep-

tember 3. 1871, a son of Fred and Louisa

(Hulsehe) Witte, both of whom grew up in

Hanover. Fred Witte was a son of Henry

and Angel (Wienselmann) Witte. All the

represenl^atives of the different generations

were members of the Lutheran Church, and

all of them were farmers by occupation.

Reared and educated in Germany, Henry
Witte set out between sixteen and seventeen

vears of age as the first of his family to seek

a fortune in the New World. He came by

steamer from Bremen to Baltimore on the ship

Brunswick, and was thirteen days in cross-

ing. From there he came on to Napoleon

and later went to Freedom Tow^lship, in Sec-

tion 22, where his present home is, and was

employed as a laborer. He not only worked

hard, but saved nearly all his wages, and as

soon as possible sent this money back to bring

his brother William and sister Dorothy to the

new country. A year later he sent the money
necessary to pay the passage of his grand-

father, his parents, and the other children,

Minnie, William, Dietrich, Fred and Alta.

Most of the family located in Sherwood, De-

fiance County, and Henry Witte bought and

gave his parents some stock to make a start.

The family bought eighty acres of land in

JIark Township of Defiance County, and de-

veloped that as a farm. A few years later

Henry Witte and his father went out to Okla-

homa" Territory and acquired 320 acres in

Woodward County. After four years they

sold this at a profit and returned to Ohio, and

the father spent his last years in Napoleon,

where he died December 23, 1914, aged

seventy-one. The grandfather, Henry, died

at the age of seventy-six in Freedom Town-
ship. Henry Witte 's mother is still living

with her son Fred in Adams Township of

Defiance County and is sixty-nine years of

age.

Henry Witte, as the record shows, has been

exceedingly thrifty and energetic. After
getting his family established he started to

build \ip a home of his own, and with the

loyal co-operation of his wife has acquired a

beautiful homestead known as the Silver Pop-
lar Farm, in Section 22, of Freedom Town-
ship. The land under his supervision grows
abundantly all the staple crops, and he has

excellent building improvements, including a

10-room house with basement, a barn 30 by 52

feet and other buildings. He also grows all

kinds of fruit.

In 1893, at the home he now owns and
occupies, Mr. Witte married Miss Anna Kopka.
She was born on the farm where she now
lives February 14, 1874, and has spent all

her life in that vicinity. She is well edu-

cated both in the German and English lan-

guages. Her parents were Theodore and
Elizabeth (Heldt) Kopka, her father a native

of Pomern, Prussia, where he was born in

1835, and her mother a Bavarian, born in

1845. Theodore Kopka came to America at

the age of thirty, while his wife came when
five years of age. Though they emigrated a

numlDer of years apart, both came on sailing

vessels and landed at Baltimore, and both were

seven weeks three days in crossing the ocean.

They were married in Ohio, and lived for

some time near Cleveland, where two of their

children were born : Charles, who died in

infancy, and William. The Kopka family in

1873 moved to Freedom Township and there

developed an 80-acre fann from the wilder-

ness and swamp. They lived for some years

in a log cabin, and finally built a substantial

house and barn. Mr. Kopka then bought

another 40-acre tract and subsequently forty

acres additional, both being adjacent to the

original home farm. Theodore Kopka died

at the homestead in May, 1901, and his wife

in August. 1911, both at the age of sixty-

seven. They were active members of St.

John 's Lutheran Church, in which Mr. Kopka
was an official, and he was a democrat.

Mr. and Mrs. W^itte have had no children

of their own. They are foster parents of sev-

eral children. One of them. Fred Moehring,

is married and lives on a farm in Clinton

Town.ship of Fulton County and has a daugh-

ter Bertha, now two years of age. Mr. and
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Mrs. Witte have also adopted a son, Wilmer,
taking him whrni he was an infant. Mr. Witte
is one of the official members of St. John's
Lntlieran Clmrch.

Victor Claty has been one of the pros-

perous agriculturists of Washington Town-
ship, in Henry County, for the past twenty-

five years. He has made a close study of

farming, lias applied the results of his expe-

rience and his observation, and he runs his

business from tlie beginning of one season to

the end with system and efficiency.

Representing an old French family, Victor

Claty was born in the north of France in 1863,

a son of Theophilus and Juna (Veno) Claty.

His parents were also born in Northern France
and their respective parents spent all their

lives there as farmers and devout members of

the Catholic religion. Theophilus Claty and
wife lived in Pi*ance for a number of years,

and he followed the trade of baker there. All

their children were born in France except

Mary. In 1875 the family, consisting of the

]3areiits, four sons and one daughter, set out

for the United States. They traveled on a

French liner from Havre to New York, and
thence .iourneyed westward to Ohio, locating

at ^lilton Center, in Wood County. Theoph-
ilus Claty soon bought a fami of 120 acres

in that community, and by his own energies

and with the help of his growing family cleared

it up and added many improvements. He
lived a very active life and was in well-to-do

circumstances when he died in 1901 at the

age of seventy-three. His widow passed away
in 1909 aged seventy. They were life-long

Catholics, and after becoming an American
citizen Mr. Claty voted with the democratic
party. All their children are still living, all

married, and all are residents of Wood County
except Victor.

Victor Claty was twelve years of age when
he came to America, and he was educated
both in the French and the English languages.

He grew up on tlie farm, learned farming by
practical experience, and at the time of his

marriage in 1891 he bought the 80-acre farm
he now owns in Washington Township, Henry
County, in Section 13.

^Ir. Claty married Miss Norah ilcEarnner.
Mrs. Claty was born in Madison County,
Ohio, in 1868, but when a small girl came to

Henry County with her parents, Thomas and
Anna McEarnner, who bought and located on

a farm in Washington Township. Her father

died there at the age of sixty-five and her

mother when past seventy. They were devout
Catholics, and her father a democrat. Mr.
and Mrs. Claty have two children: Thomas,
who is now twenty-four years of age and is

still single ; and Leon, aged twelve and in the

fourth grade of the schools. Mr. and Mrs.
Claty are communicants of the Catholic
Church. He manifests a commendable degree
of interest in the welfare of his home com-
munity, is a supporter of the democratic party,

and is a man entitled to esteem and honor for

what he has accomplished in life.

William Thomas Robinson, now in the

automobile business at Lima, has had a long

experience as a banker and business man in

Ohio, and is one of the native sons of the

northwest cpiarter of the state. He was born
in Hardin County, Ohio, May 18, 1869, a son

of John W. and Sarah (Elliott) Robinson.
His father, who W'as a farmer, was born in

Ireland, and on coming to this country first

settled in West Virginia, afterwards in Craw-
ford County and then in Hardin County,
Ohio.

William Thomas Robinson acciuired a lib-

eral education before taking up his active

business career. Following his courses in the

public schools, he entered the Ohio Wesleyan
University at Delaware, where he was grad-
uated in the classical course with the degree
A. B. in 1892. Since then for almost a cjuar-

ter of a century he has been in active business

life. He was assistant cashier of the Hardin
County Bank at Forest nine years, and then
became cashier of the First National Bank
at Newcomerstown, Ohio, where he remained
three years. Mr. Robinson next organized the

First National Bank at Forest, mikI rniiained

as its cashier until the instiliit imi was sold.

Following that he went on I lie i-ciail as a tfav-

eling .salesman, and in 1914 located in Lima
and engaged in the automobile business. In
1915 with H. C. Thew he established the local

agency for the Reo car.

Mr. Robinson, who is unmarried, has iden-

tified himself with various fraternal and
other in.stitutions, and while living at Forest
was trustee of the Methodist Episcopal
Church and superintendent of its Sunday
school. He is a Knight Templar Mason and
as a republican served on the Central Com-
mittee while living at Forest.

John P. Mangas. No people have adapted
themselves more skillfully and perfectly to the
conditions which are the requisite of success
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in farming in America than those who repre-

sent the Dutch stock. It is of this nation-

ality that John P. Maugas of Henry County
comes, and though he was born in Henry
County, his people were all of the thrifty

German nationality that has so largely pre-

vailed in the early settlement of several of

Henry County's townships.

Many people call Mr. Mangas a model
farmer, and from the general condition of

his environment and proi:)erty in Marion
Township this title seems well qualified.

The early generations of the family in this

county were headed by his grandfather,

Henry Casper Mangas, and his father, Henry
Mangas. Both were born in Prussia, Ger-

many. Henry Mangas was born there Octo-

ber 24, 1829. When he was five years of age

Casper ilangas brought the family to the

United States. They sailed from Bremen,
Germany, and were fifty-two days on the

ocean before they reached New York. At
that time there was not a single railway built

west of the Allegheny Mountains, and only

a few miles of track had been built anywhere
in this country. The principal route of emi-

gration to the West was the Erie Canal, which
had been opened to traffic about nine years

before. Thus the Mangas family journeyed
up the Hudson River, thence by canal boat

across the state to Buffalo, and from there

by the Great Lakes to Cleveland and to To-

ledo. From Toledo they came up the Maumee
to what is now New Bavaria in Pleasant

Township of Henry County. The Mangas
family, together with the Hornungs and the

Marches, were the first three families to com-

prise the original German colony at New
Bavaria. Henry County was then a wilder-

ness, divided between heavy forests and
swamps. Nearly all the land /«vas available

for settlement by direct contract with the

government. Casper Mangas entered his

land and filed the claim and paid the initial

fees in the land office at Lima. He walked all

the way to Lima. Outside of Indian trails

there was probably not a highway justifying

the name anywhere in Henry Couut}^ The
entire district where the Mangas family set-

tled was in its utmost primitive condition.

There were no near neighbors, no roads, no
schools, no churches, and the mills were many
miles away. Casper Mangas would usually

put a sack of grain on his shoulder and start

out to walk fourteen or fifteen miles to the

nearest mill, going one day and returning the

next. One time he carried his grist on his

shoulder a distance of thirty miles to the mill
at Findlay. Thus the Mangas family had to

contend with difficulties, inconveniences and
privations during their early life in Henry
County. They had the true grit and courage
of pioneers, and never lost hope, worked on
and braved the storms of adversity, and in

time they were looked upon as some of the
most substantial home makers and citizens of
the entire district. Casper Mangas and his

wife died on the old farm when in advanced
years. Their first home of round logs had
been replaced by a house of hewed logs, and
they had acquired many of the elements of

comfort in their home before death came to

them. They were sincere Catholics, and were
among the charter members of the Sacred
Heart Parish, and both are bui'ied in the

churchyard of that parish. Casper Mangas
was a democrat in his political affiliations.

It was in this frontier locality that Henry
Mangas grew to manhood. He had some iii-

struction at church and some at home, but
otherwise was without education, since a real

system of schools did not exist while he was
growing up. He became a man of good judg-
ment, strong character and of much practical

wisdom, and was one of the first men elected

to the office of justice of the peace in Marion
Township, where he settled as a pioneer. He
was also assessor, and had some place of re-

sponsibility during the greater part of his

life. He was prominent as a democrat. He
lived to be seventy-five years of age, passing

away September 11, 1904. In Pleasant Town-
ship Henry ]\Iangas married Miss Mary Die-

mer. She was born in Bavaria, Germany,
and when eight years of age came to America
with her parents, who located in Pleasant
Township of Henry County, and were also

settlers on government land. Six years after

they arrived her father, Thomas Diemer, died,

and was then in the prime of his years. Her
mother survived and was eighty-six years of

age when she died in 1902. Both were life-

long Catholics. Mrs. Mary Mangas grew to

womanhood in Henry County, and gave the

best of her life to her family and home and
friends. She died at the old home in Marion
Township April 8, 1903, when about fifty

years of age. Both she and her husband
were confirmed in the Sacred Heart Church
and were buried in the cemetery of the parish.

John P. Mangas was the oldest son in a

family of four sons and seven daughters. All

but two are still living, and eight of them are

married.
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John P. Mangas was born June 27, 1865, in

Marion Township, grew up here with the

advantages of the local schools and has used

his early experience and training as the

foundation of his success in farm life. In

October, 1895, he took up farming as an
independent vocation, and at that time bought

120 acres in sections 29 and 30 of Marion
Township. Everj- year has seen an increase

in his property valuation and in the extent

and scope of his operations. At the present

time his ownership extends over 360 acres,

divided into three distinct farms. His home
place has a noteworthy group of improve-

ments. His barn is a structure 40 by 90 feet,

with 20-foot posts, and he has a complete

equipment of tools, implements and other

facilities for cultivating his land and getting

a maximum yield from his acres, also for the

handling of all other branches of the farm
business. His home is one of the best to be

found in the country districts of Henry
County. It is a two story brick house con-

taining twelve rooms, with a basement under
all, and has conveniences and equipment such

as are to be found in the better class of city

homes. It has hot and cold running water,

operated by the automatic system, there is a

furnace to heat the house from basement to

attic, and it is electric lighted. On each of

his otlier two farms Mr. Mangas has a barn
nearly new, 36 by 60 feet, and a good house.

His crops have been chiefly corn, wheat, oats

and sugar beets.

In 1894 Mr. Mangas was married at Now
Bavaria to Miss Margaret Wagner, who was
born in Lorain County, Ohio, June 23, 1868.

They were married in the Sacred Heart Cath-

olic Church at New Bavaria. Mrs. Mangas
grew up and received her education partly

in Lorain County and partly in Henry
County. Her parents were both natives of

Germany, and her mother died in Lorain

County when Mrs. Mangas was a child. Her
father, John Wagner, who died June 5, 1911,

had spent his early years as a sailor on ocean

vessels, and finally brought his family to

America on a sailing vessel. They were all

active members of the Catholic Church, and
Mr. Wagner was a democrat.
A fine family of children have grown up

in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Mangas. Mary
S., tlie oldest, is now twenty-two years of age

and still at home. Ellen, aged twenty, is the

wife of Owen Brubaker, a farmer at Hamler,
Henry County. Gilbert is seventeen j-ears of

age and is still in school. Catherine is twelve
Vul. in— 28

years old and in the sixth grade, and Paul,

aged seven, has also begun his education. The
youngest of the family is Julian, now five

years of age. The family are members of the

Sacred Heart congregation, and Mr. Mangas
is a democrat and a member of tlie Knights
of Columbus.

Jacob B. Shepard. Some of the oldest and
best known families of Henry County are

represented by Jacob B. Shepard. He him-
self is a native of the county, and his own
parents and other relatives have been identi-

fied with this section since the first clearings

were made and the first crops produced.
Mr. Shepard was born in Damascus Town-

ship June 30, 1853. His family is of Irish

origin, but for many generations they have
lived, first in Virginia and later in Ohio.

His father was Daniel Shepard, who was
born in Athens County, Ohio, December 1,

1822. The grandfather, ilartin Shepard, was
a Virginian but spent his last years in Henry
County, Ohio. When Daniel Shepard was
still a young man he enlisted and went away
to serve in the Mexican war, and saw some
active fighting south of the Rio Grande, hut

escaped any serious injury. After his return

and before his marriage he came to Ohio,

accompanied by his father Martin, and the

latter 's wife. They located in one of the

wildest districts of Henry County. Their
cabin was built of logs, the woods surrounded
them on every side, and these woods were
filled with wild game. Daniel even killed

some bears during the first years of his resi-

dence here. Some of the heavv- work of

pioneering fell to his lot. He cut down the

trees, cleared up the stumps, drained the land

and in some of that work to the extent of his

strength his father, ilartin, shared, but

finally became too old for further duties, and
died at the age of eighty-four. Martin was
twice married. His first wife died when
Daniel was eighteen years of age, and for

his second wife he married Mary Shradden.

There were seven children by each marriage.

Religiously the Shepards were United Breth-

ren people, and ever since that party was
organized they have usually been republican

voters.

Daniel Shepard was married in Henry
County to Maria Hookman. She was born

in Fairfield County, Ohio, December 1, 1833,

and her name recalls a very early and promi-

nent family of pioneers in Henry County.
When she was quite young she came to Da-
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maseus Township with her parents, Joseph
and Mary (Macklin) Hockman, both of whom
were natives of Ohio. The Hockmans were
among the first to settle in Damascus Town-
ship, and their lives were spent usefully and
energetically in clearing up a part of the

wilderness and making farm homes. They
paid a dollar and a quarter per acre for

government land, and on their farm they

lived out their lives, Joseph Hockman dying
in 1884 and his wife a year later. They were
among the very early members of the Chris-

tian Union Church, and Joseph Hockman
was a democrat. Some of his characteristics

have been recalled. He was exceedingly do-

mestic in his tastes, and of very reserved

nature. It is said that he would never inter-

rupt a questioner and would wait until the

discussion got around to him, and then after

careful consideration would express his opin-

ion, and it was usually found to be the right

one.

Before he married Daniel Shepard had
acquired a tract of land in Damascus Town-
ship, and he took his bride there and began
the heavy work of clearing, draining, fencing

and cultivating. His old homestead of 120

acres lies a mile west of McClure. He and
his wife were highly respected people. They
were prospered and spent their last years

with every comfort. His death occurred
April 11, 1909, while his wife passed away
December 18, 1914. They were members of

the United Brethren Church, and he was
quite active in local affairs as a republican,

serving as township trustee, and was late in

life nominated for the office of county com-
missioner and his defeat is ascribed to the

fact that he was then past seventy years
of age.

Jacob B. Shepard was the oldest in a fam-
ily of eleven children, five sons and six

daughters. Five of them are still living, all

married and having children. Mr. Shepard
was reared in Damascus Township, attended
the local schools, and from an early age has

been industriously carving out an inde-

pendence by successful work as a farmer and
as a mechanic. Before he married he paid
$623" for forty acres of wild land in section

32 of his native township. The task of clear-

ing up that land began with his marriage.
He has made of it a fine home, and his wife
also owns a considerable tract of land in the

same section, and that is likewise well de-

veloped. Mr. Shepard has contributed much
value to his farm by the erection of good

buildings. His main barn is 36 by 51 feet,

and there is a building for the housing of

corn and other grains, besides several other

substantial smaller buildings. His home is a

good seven room house, with cellar under all.

Mr. Shepard is his own architect and builder.

His services have been in demand for the erec-

tion of a number of barns and houses through-

out the township and county, and while he is

a very skillful carpenter, he is even more
successful as a thorough farmer.

In his home township in 1894 he married
Miss Candis Jones. She was born here No-
vember 5, 1861, and has spent practically all

her life within the vicinity of her birthplace.

Her parents were William and Catherine
(Kinney) Jones. Her mother was the daugh-
ter of William and Jerusha (Leech) Kinney,
the former a native of Ireland who came to

America as a youth and was married in New
Jersey, afterward moving out to Seneca
County, Ohio, where Mrs. William Jones was
born. Later the Kinney family moved to

Hancock County, Ohio, and still later to Har-
rison Township in Henry Count.v, where Mrs.

Kinney died. Her husband subsequently
moved to Kansas and died there when quite

old. William Jones and wife after their

marriage lived in Hai'rison Township, but
subsequently sold their place there and moved
out to Kansas. Their experiences in that

western state were not profitable, and they
finally returned to Ohio, where Mr. Jones
died in 1898. His widow is still living with
her son Howard, and she was seventy-seven

years of age on March 22, 1917. She is an
active member of the United Brethren
Church, while her husband was a Methodist.

Mr. and Mrs. Shepard have one daughter,

Ada E., who "was born in Damascus Town-
ship. She completed her education in the

McClure High School in 1914, and has since

lived at home with her parents and is one
of the social leaders in the younger set of

people in Damascus Township.

Charles E. Tanner. The career of Charles

E. Tanner of Napoleon constitutes a steadily

progressive success since early boyhood. He
began selling goods in his early teens, and is

now a successful merchant, a sterling citizen

and a man who deserves the honorable posi-

tion he occupies in the community.
His place of business is located near the

postoffice on Washington Street, in Napoleon,

and is one of the oldest grocery .stores in the

city, Mr. Tanner liaving succeeded Frank
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C. Fisk, who had eomlueted the store foi- a

period of fourteen years or more. Mr. Tan-
ner carries his stock of merchandise in a

liuikling 22 by 80 feet, with basement, and
lie specializes in staple goods of high quality

and has a tine trade.

For many years Mr. Tanner was clerk and
learned the business with Ernest Spangler.

For tive years he also conducted the 0. K.
restaurant and then bought out Mr. Fisk.

Charles E. Tanner was born in Henry
County. Ohio, February 26, 1881, and has

spent all his life in this section of Northwest-
ern Ohio. His education came from the pub-
lic schools, but his real training for life was
gained by business experfence. His parents

are Thomas G. and Malinda (Bonnefield)

Tanner, both of whom were born in Lincoln

County, Ohio, where they grew up and mar-
ried, and where some of their children were
born. For a number of yeai's they lived in

Napoleon, where the father conducted the ele-

vator for twenty-eight years, and then retired.

His death occurred in liti:', at the age of

seventy-six. His widow is si ill li\ iiii; at the age

of seventy-seven, and still strong and bright

for one of her years. Both parents were mem-
bers of the Dunkard Church, and Thomas
Tanner was a democrat and served for two
years as marshal of Napoleon. In their family

were ten children, seven sons and three daugh-
ters, and eight are still living, tive of them
married, and all living in Ohio except one.

Charles E. Tanner, who was the youngest

in age and the seventh son. was married in

Napoleon to Miss Nellie Yokf. wlm was bnrn

and reared in Henry Count\-. ilaiitihter of

Joseph Voke, who married a ^liss Keen. Both
her parents were natives of Germany, came to

America and settled in Henry County, Ohio,

and her father died here fourteen years ago,

while her mother is .still living in Napoleon
past sixty years of age. Mr. and Mrs. Voke
were members of the Catholic Church, and he

was a democrat. Mr. and Mrs. Tanner are

also Catholics, and he is in polities a dem-
ocrat and is affiliated with Lodge No. 929 of

the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks

and with the Knights of Columbus.

Thomas Upton McClure. Anyone who
knows the farm in Damascus Township owned
by Thomas Upton ]McChire need not be in-

formed that he is one of the most progressive

farmers of Henry County and a man who has

lived a very full and useful life. He is not

old yet, and in vigor of movement and appear-

ance looks ten years younger than his age.

Neither he nor his family brought wealth with

them to Henry County, and his prosperity has

been almost entirely a matter of his individual

achievement.

He was born in Wayne County, Ohio, Au-
gust 22, 1864. His grandfather, Samuel Mc-
Clure, Sr., was born in Penn.sylvania, and
married in the same state Elizabeth Sidel.

They became early settlers in Plain Township
of Wayne County, and Samuel ilcClure

cleared up a good farm there. lb' dii'd at the

age of seventy and his wife at srvriit\-live.

Both were members of the Christian Church,

and he was a loyal democrat as long as he

voted. There were six children. John mar-

ried and is now deceased. Samuel S. is the

father of Thomas U. jMary J. is the wife of

Otto Kauffman and both are now deceased.

Sarah married Jacob Kahl and died without

children. Upton served as a soldier in the

army from Wayne County and died as a result

of illness, his body being returned home for

burial. Lucy married Elijah Hague and lives

in Iowa, the mother of three children.

Samuel S. McClure, father of Thomas
Upton, was born in Wayne County, Ohio,

October 23, 1838. He lived for many years

in Plain Township of his native county, and

later came to Heni-y County and found em-

ployment working for others. He finally

brought his family to Henry County, arriving

with his wife and children in Augiist, 1883.

For two years he was a renter and lived on

a place that was almost entirely surrounded
liy dense woods. In 1886 he and his son

Thomas bought forty acres in section 35 of

Damascus Township. That was the home of

Samuel S. McClure the rest of his life, and

he died there highly respected October 9,

1908. His widow still makes that farm her

place of residence and is now past seventy

years of age. Her maiden name was Jane S.

Alexander, and she was born December 3,

1841, and spent her early life in AVayne

County, Ohio. Her parents, John and ilary

(McKee") Alexander, were born and married

in Pennsylvania and were early settlers in

Wayne County, Ohio, where they died on their

farm, he at the age of eighty and she at

seventy-three. The Alexanders were active

Presbyterians, and John Alexander was a dem-

ocratic voter. In the Alexander family were

the following children : Thomas, William, Mrs.

Elizabeth ^McClure, Harvey, Sadie, Albert,

Samuel, Ellen. All of them grew up and all

married except two, and four are still living
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besides Mrs. MeClure. Mrs. Samuel ileClure
is now seventy-three years of age and retains

all her mental and physical faculties and is

especially devoted to the Christian Union
Church, where her husband also worshiped.
The late Samuel McClure was a democrat
and took an active part in local affairs, serv-

ing as township trustee. He and his wife had
the following children: Eva married W. H.
Tyler, a farmer in Wayne County, Ohio, and
their children still living are Clair, Dwight
and Jennie. The second in age is Thomas
Upton. Calvin lives with his mother and is

vinmarried. William W., more familiarly
known as Ted, is a farmer in Damascus Town-
ship, and by his marriage to Elizabeth Long
of Grand Rapids, Ohio, has a son Don. Clara
is the wife of Wilbur Roberts, a farmer in

Fayette County, Michigan, and their children
are Herschel. Denton, Maude, Bessie, Dolly
and Burt. Lizzie is the wife of Edward Main,
a farmer in Liberty Township of Wood Coun-
ty, and their children include Frances, Claud,
Calvin and Eva. Sadie is the wife of Jay
Pugh of Wood County and has children named
Luther, Lake, Lindsey and Masine. Maud,
now deceased, married John Bortle, and she
left three children named Delmer, Dailey and
Nola.

Thomas Upton MeClure was nineteen years
of age when he came with his father and the
rest of the family to Henry County. His early
life had been spent in Wayne County, and
there he received such advantages as were
afforded by his life at home and the public
schools. As already stated, he helped buy the
fii^st forty acres owned by his father in this

county, and after selling his interest in that
place he bought forty acres of his own in

section 2 of Richfield Township. There has
been no cessation of his vigorous activity, no
lapse in his progress, and when one important
task has been fulfilled he is already engaged in

another. The forty acres which he fir.st bought
was entirely wild land. He put it in a state

of cultivation, and then bought forty acres

ad.joining. That too has long since yielded
up its crops and fruits in season, and he then
extended his ownership to eighty acres in sec-

tion 35 of Damascus Township. There again
he repeated what he had accomplished on his

first land. He owns another forty acres well

improved in section 36 of Damascus Town-
ship, and his home place is 160 acres in sec-

tion 36, known as the Taylor Dull Farm.
This last place he has made his home since

he married. His wife was formerly Miss Delia

Hockman, daughter of Peter and Eliza (Shep-
herd) Hockman. Her parents were early set-

tlers in Damascus Township, coming from
Fairfield County, Ohio, and they are still liv-

ing, her father nearly eighty and her mother
past four score years of age. They are active

members of the Christian Union Church, and
ilr. Hockman has been a life-long democratic
voter.

The success which Mr. and Mrs. McClure
have gained has been largely for the sake of

their children. Their oldest is Eva, wife of

Bert Fiser, and they live on one of Mr. Mc-
Clure 's farms in Damascus Township and are

the parents of Ruby, Vondale and Clair. Guy,
the oldest son, is already prospering as a far-

mer in Wood County, and by his marriage to

Pearl Russell has two children. Russell and
Marie. Gail is a farmer in Hancock County,
Ohio, and has a son Donald by his wife, Alta
Courtright. The three younger children are

Brice, Bernice, both in high school, and Ver-
non, still in the grade schools. The family

are members of the Christian Union Church.
In matters of politics Mr. McClure has

departed somewhat from the traditions of his

forefathers, and is a stanch republican.

Henry Here. If there is one class of citi-

zens that especially deserve the honor and
esteem of this and all .succeeding generations

it is those sturdy men who have set them-
selves to the task of making land productive.

Nearly all the State of Ohio was at one time
covered with dense forests or with impassable

swamps, and only by the intervention of

thousands of strong men and their labor, ex-

erted over a period of nearly a century, have
the thousands of fine fai'ms become possible.

Not all the men who did this important
work are of a past generation. One of them
who has cleared up and put into cultivation

many acres in Henry County is Mr. Henry
Herr, who now enjoys the fruits of his toil

and labors at a fine country home in Rich-

field Township.
It was thirt.y-five years ago that he began

his task in this county, purchasing forty acres

which he cleared up from the woods and
brush. Subsequently he sold that forty acres

and then bought eighty acres in section 28

of Richfield Township. He made that pur-
chase twenty-nine years ago. In its original

condition this land was hardly worth any-

thing in productive crops. It was in the

midst of the woods, and much of it under
water. His energy effected a magic trans-
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formation, and it is now one of the best farms

in the county. While living there. Mr. Herr
put up some substantial buildings, and made
the place his home for twenty yeai-s. He
then sold out to advantage and bought his

present place of 160 acres, all in one body,

in section IS of Richfield Township. Mr.
Herr is the kind of a fanner who does not

allow a single foot of his land to go to waste.

It is all under cultivation, he has some fine

stock, and he raises crops that equal in qual-

ity and quantity the best output of Henry
County farms. Mr. Herr has lived in his

present home for the past six years. He has

some good farm buildings, has his land all

well drained, and well fenced. Besides the

staple crops, he has been unusually successful

in the growing of sugar beets. Some of his

land has produced as much as twenty-one tons

to the acre.

Henry Herr was born in Erie County, Ohio,

March 16, 1856. His has been a life of varied

experience, mingled with thrift and hard work
and a constantly growing prosperity. When
he was a small child his parents went to San-

dusky County, and lived for six years near

Clyde. Even at that early age Henry Herr
made himself useful. Throughout the winter

seasons for several years he drove a team
and wagon to Sandusky, Ohio, sixteen miles

away, the wagon being loaded with spokes.

In January, 1867, the Herr family came to

Henry County. They made the removal with

teams. There was only one highway at the

time by which it was possible to reach Monroe
Township. Henry Herr was then eleven years

of age. He grew up in the wooded district

of Monroe Township and became very familiar

with the country along West Creek in its

condition of forty or fifty years ago. When
he was twelve years of age, and one day
while out looking for the cows, he became lost

and spent the entire night alone in the woods.

The more he wandered about the more com-
pletely he became lost and he finally waited

until sunrise, when he was able to follow one

general direction, finally arriving at a creek

and recognizing his whereabouts, and after

a walk of four miles he reached home.
After reaching his majorit.y Mr. Herr went

to Paulding County, and spent six years do-

ing some very heavy work, getting out ship

timbers from the woods. At the same time
he bought and improved a portion of a 160-

acre tract near Paulding Center. On the

death of his father he sold his Paulding
County holdings and returned to Henry

County, where he has now lived continuously
for thirty-five years.
He is a son of Joseph and Benedieta (Feth-

erley) Herr. They were both born in Ger-
many not far from the River Rhine. They
grew up there, and when Joseph was twenty-
eight and Benedieta seventeen they crossed
the ocean on the same ship, a sailing vessel,
which was twenty-two weeks in making the
voyage from Hamburg to New York. That
Avas about 1848. A storm nearly wrecked the
vessel and the passengers suffered a great deal
from lack of wholesome food. Joseph Herr
spent one year in New York City, and then
went to Syracuse, New York, where he was
connected with the, salt works for four years.
He then removed to Erie County, Ohio', and
from there came to Henry County. Here he
bought four tracts of eighty acres each in
the wild woods, and he lived there until his
death in January, 1871, when nearly fifty-
six years of age. His widow and sons sub-
sequently lost the property, and she died
twenty-eight years after her husband in the
month of June. Both were members of the
Catholic Church and he was a democrat in
politics. Of their seven sons and one daugh-
ter that grew to maturity, all are now living
and married except one.

Mr. Henry Herr was married in Monroe
Township of Henry County to Miss Hannah
Watson. She was born near the Village of
Malinta March 28, 1866, and lived there until
her mai-riage. Her parents were Joshua and
Elizabeth (Hill) Watson. Her father was
born in Virginia and her mother in Ohio and
they were married in Napoleon and settled
in Monroe Township. Her father died near
Malinta at the age of seventy and her mother
when about seventy-six. Mr. Watson was a
Methodist, while his wife belonged to the
Christian or Disciples Church.
A constant incentive to the sturdy efforts

of Mr. Henry Herr has been the fine family
of children who have grown up or are grow-
ing up in his household. To him and his
wife were born eleven children, but two of
them died in childhood. Herman, the oldest
of the living, is assisting his father in the
management of the farm ; Harlan, a farmer,
married Genevieve Whitehead, daugliter of
George Whitehead, and they had twin boys,
one of- whom is still living. Nellie is the
wife of Edward Ward, a farmer in Richfield
Township. Ross, after finishing the common
school course, attended Ohio ITniversity at
Athens, and also a school at Bowling Green,
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Ohio, and has been very successful as a teacher

in Henry County. Henry Jr., who pursued
exactly the same course of instruction as his

brother Ross and in the same schools, has also

qualitied as a successful teacher. Julia is a

student in high school, Joshua is also in high
school, while Francis and Benedieta are both
in the grade schools. The family are members
of the United Brethren Church, while Mr.
Henry Herr and his older sons affiliate with
the democratic party.

John Spanglee. This is a name that has
stood for many years representative of the

best enterprise and all the virtues of thrift

and industi-y in Henry County. The Span-
glers came out of Germany in the early days
and settled in Henry County when the entire

country was new and undeveloped. They
have done their share toward the clearing

away of the forests and the making of homes
where only wild Indians and wild game had
lived for centuries.

The birthplace of Mr. John Spangler was
the Village of New Bavaria, in Pleasant
Township of Henry County. He was born
May 28, 1861, and he grew up in that com-
munity. His father, Frederick G. Spangler,
was a shoemaker by trade, but subsequently
became an active farmer. However, his chief

business was trading farms. He would buy
and keep a farm for a time, till opi^ortunity

came to sell it at advantage, and his success

in this business made him quite wealthy many
years before he died. His death occurred
August 9, 1897, and he died on the farm now
owned and occupied by his son, John Span-
gler, in section 30 of Marion Township. This
old Spangler farm is situated along the Ridge
road, which was developed from an old Indian
trail, and has been the scene of many historic

events and circumstances in this section of

Ohio. The Spangler home is about four miles

east of New Bavaria.

The late Frederick Spangler was born in

Bavaria, Germany, July 19, 1828. His father

died in the old country. The widowed mother
and her son Frederick who in the German
language spelled his name Gotfritz, when the

latter was a young man, set out from Bremen
during the early '40s and after many weeks

voyage arrived in New York City. From there

they came west to Ohio, and the' widow
Spangler married a Mr. Redabaugh. After

that she spent her life near Bdgerton in Wil-
liams County, Ohio, where she died when
quite old. She left a son and daughter by

her second marriage. The family in all its

branches were Catholics.

Frederick Spangler was married in Defiance
County to Miss Anna Mess, member of the
well known Mess famih^ elsewhere referred
to in this publication. She was born in the
Duchy of Luxemburg December 11, 1830, and
was quite young when her parents came to

America and located in this section of Ohio.

She grew up there, and after her marriage
proved a most devoted wife and mother. She
died at the old Spangler home in Marion
Township July 1, 1907. She and her husband
are buried in the Sacred Heart Cemetery.
John Spangler was one of twelve children

who grew to manhood and womanhood. Their
names were George, Fred, Mary, Susan, Peter,

John, Frank, Henry, David, Helena, Sophia
and Gustave. Eight are still living, all mar-
ried and in homes of their own. George,

Peter and Mary died after they nmrried,

while Fred died a bachelor twenty-nine years

of age.

Heniy County has been the home of John
Spangler practically all his life. Besides the

training he acquired in the country schools he

learned the trade of carpenter, and has com-
bined the vocations of carpenter and farmer.

For nine years he spent most of his time as

a practical house carpenter, but since then
has devoted his time and attention largely to

farming. For eighteen seasons he also oper-

ated a threshing machine outfit, and in that

work he gained a large acquaintance with the

farmers throughout this section of the state.

His first farm was eighty acres in section 29

of ;\[arion Township. It was good land and
well improved with buildings. In 1912 he

sold that place and then bought the old home-
stead which his father had so well improved
and which is capable of growing every crop

suitable to Northwest Ohio. The farm con-

tains very good buildings, including a nine-

room house, which was erected by his father

thirty-one years ago. The house was well

built and though it has stood thirty-one years

is still better kept and more substantial than

many buildings erected at a later date. As
proof of this, the original roof put on the

building has stood the test of service for over

thirty years and is still weatherproof and in

good repair.

On February 17, 1886, Mr. Spangler was
married in Marion Township to iliss Mar-
garet Schwab. She was born in the same
township February 21, 1867, and has spent

practically all her life here. Her parents were
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Mathias and Emma (Schnyder) Schwab, both
natives of Prussia. They came to the United
States and to Ohio with their respective

parents, who located in Marion Township of

Henry County. These families arrived some
years before the Civil war, and the grand-
parents on both sides died in Henry County,
and all four of them were about eighty years

of age when death overtook them. These
families were also active workers in the

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, and the men
of the households were democratic voters.

Mathias Schwab after his marriage lived on a

farm in Pleasant Township and also in Marion
Township, where the last thirty years of his

life were spent. He was born January 27,

1831, and died April 10, 1906. His widow was
born May 12, 1812, and is still living on the

old farm and is bright and active for a woman
of her years. Mr. Schwab was buried in the

Sacred Heart Church Cemetery.
Mr. and Mrs. John Spangler have four chil-

dren. Peter B. born December 1, 1887, has

had the advantages of the local schools and
is doing his part as a practical farmer at home.
Philip William, also at home, was born Jan-
uary 13, 1890. Mathias F., born September
12, 1892. is also on the home farm. Frances
C. was born June 13, 1895, and has finished

the course of the I'miiiiion si-IkkiIs jukI is still

with her jiarents. 'I'lir laiiiil) iir>' all a^'tivi-

members of the Sacr.Ml Heart ( atholic Cliurcli.

Mr. Spangler casts his vote as a democrat.

WiLLi.\M F. ToBi.\s is a successful Henry
Country farmer, who served his apprentice-

ship at this industry on some of the large stock

farms of Illinois. Mr. Tobias came to Henry
County in 1907, buying eighty acres in sec-

tion 18 of Rii'hfiehl Townsliip. The result

of his' experience and his individual ability

have borne a rich fruitage in the past ten

years. Practically every foot of his land is

under cultivation or put to some u.se. It is

well drained, and he has carried on a good

deal of ditching and other improvements. He
is the type of farmer who allows no slackness

to show any where around the farm. The
fences are strong and well kept, his buildings

in good repair, and all of substantial construc-

tion and well arranged for the work of the

farm. His main barn in 36 by 60 feet, and
he has other sheds, and his home is a ten-room

house with a basement. Mr. Tobias grows
as good crops as any land in Henry County
produces, and his success has been well earned.

likewise the esteem in which he is held by
the entire community.
Though he spent a number of years in Illi-

nois, Mr. Tobias comes of an oldOhio family
of Welsh antecedents. His grandfather, John
T. Tobias, was born in Hamilton County,
Ohio, about 100 years ago, his parents hav-
ing come from Wales. He was married in
Hamilton County to Mrs. ilaria Jones, whose
maiden name was also Jones, and whose first

husband was John Jones. They were born
and married in Wales, and came to the United
States when sailing vessels were in vogue.
They located in Southern Ohio, where Jlr.

John Jones died, leaving one daughter, who
grew up and married but is now deceased.
After John T. Tobias was married in Hamil-
ton County, he moved to Scott County,
Indiana, and began farming in the wilds there,

when his home was surrounded by dense
timber, and all kinds of game furnished meat
for the table. He cleared up a farm and lived

there until his death, at the age of sixty years.
His wife survived him until she was about
seventy, and they both died on the farm which
was the result of their joint • labors. They
were Baptists, and Mrs. John Tobias was a
very warm-hearted and generous woman, ex-

ceedingly devoted to her church and her
family-, (^f her seven children by her second
iiiai'iiai;-!' six were daughters. Two of these
<langhtci-s, Emily and ilargaret, now widows,
live at Deput,y in Jefferson County, Indiana.
John J. Tobias, father of William F.. was

born about 1830, grew up on the old Scott
County, Indiana, farm, and was married in

that same community to Miss Hannah H.
Whitsitt. She was born in Indiana about
1840, a daughter of Joseph and Mrs. (Foster)
Whitsitt. Her parents were natives of Ire-

land and were among the pioneers of Scott

County, Indiana, where they lived for many
years. Mr. Whitsitt had a family of fifteen

children by his first wife. He afterward mar-
ried Elzina Robinson, but there were no chil-

dren by that union. They were members of

the Methodist Church, and Mr. Whitsitt died

when about seventy .years of age, and his

second wife lived about as long. The Wliit-

sitts were prominent people, and a number of

them are still found in the states of Indiana
and Kansas.
John J. Tobias after his marriage took up

his career as a farmer in Scott County.
Indiana. His first wife died there, and he
was a second and third time married, but had
no children bv the last two wives.
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William F. Tobias was born in Seott County,
Indiana, August 26, 1867, and was seven years

of age when his mother died. After that he
lived among strangers and with relatives, had
to work hard and had few advantages of edu-

cation. He married a young lady also from
Scott County, Miss Alice Griffith. She was
born in Scott County, in 1870, and was reared

and educated there. Her father, Lloyd Grif-

fith, was born in Scott County, a son of Ivan
and Mary (Talman) Griffith. They were both

natives of the United States, possibly of

Indiana, but of Welsh ancestry. Ivan Grif-

fith was a pioneer farmer in Scott County,
where he and his wife died. They were mem-
bers of the Baptist Church. Lloyd Griffith

was married in Scott County to Sarah Bovard,

who was a daughter of James and Sarah
(Young) Bovard. James Bovard was a first

cousin to the late President William McKiuley.
James and Sarah Bovard reared about a dozen

children, but ]Mrs. Sarah Griffith was the only

daughter. Eight of her brothers became
Methodist ministers. One of them, Marion
McKinley Bovard, was for some years presi-

dent of the University of Southern California,

and died there, being followed in the office

by his son, George F. One other brother,

Melville Y. Bovard, was a missionary to

India. The others were well known local

preachers and educators. The Bovards are

rather a remarkable family. Lloyd Griffith

was a blacksmith and carpenter. Very skilled

as a mechanic, he was often employed on the

delicate and important parts of finishing up a

job of carpentering. His death occurred in

Abington, Knox County, Illinois, about twelve

years ago, when sixty yeai-s of age. His widow
died two years later, at Moline, Illinois, but

her remains were laid to rest beside him in

the Abington Cemetery. Both were members

of the Methodist Church.

After his marriage in 1893 Mr. William F.

Tobias took his wife to Knox County, Illinois,

and there spent eleven years in the employ
of Mr. Alfred Ridden, a prominent Short-

Horn cattle breeder and raiser. Following

his long services with ilr. Ridden he was for

two years engaged in operating 200 acres of

the Ridden estate, and then rented a farm of

280 acres from Captain Reynolds, and man-
aged it three years. While in Illinois he
showed a great capacity for looking after

stock farms, and while there he and his wife
by close economy accumulated the capital

which enabled them about ten years ago to

come to Henrj' County and secure their present
fine place.

Mr. and Mrs. Tobias became the parents of
eleven children, one of whom died in infancy.

Ernest T., a farmei-, married Laura Haynes,
and has two sons, Evert and J. Wesley. Elsie,

a gi-aduate of the high school, is now employed
as a stenographer in Indiana. Lane, who
lives at home, nins a threshing outfit with his

next younger brother, Morton. Morton mar-
ried Olive Dunkle and has a daughter Flor-

ence. Lloj'd, a mechanic living at Toledo, is

a widower with one son, Harold. Catharine,

after finishing her high school course, became
a teacher and is now the wife of Ovid Win-
ner, and has a daughter Marcile. The four
younger children, still at home, and the two
youngest, yet in school, are Dorothy, George,
Lewis and Alice. All the family are members
of the Methodist Church, while Mr. Tobias
and his grown up sons give their political

allegiance to the republican party.

Luther S. Pugh. More than fortj- years
have passed since the late Luther S. Pugh came
to Henry County and began the work of a
home maker and business man, as a result of

which he left at the time of his death in 1910
not only a large estate but a memory and
esteem for his upright character, and his kind
deeds and words.

His father, John Pugh, was a native of Eng-
land, and with his brother William came to

the United States. William remained in New
York State, where he followed his trade as a
cooper and where he died. John Pugh came
on west to Ohio, locating in Paulding County.
He married his first wife there, and afterward
removed to Beaver Creek in Wood County.
There he established a home on a farm, and
there his first wife died, leaving three chil-

dren, William, Sarah and ilary. For his sec-

ond wife John Pugh was married in Beaver
Creek Township of Wood County to Clarissa

Junkins. They spent the rest of their lives

near Beaver Creek. John Pugh was born Feb-
ruary 11, 1810, and died when eighty-six years

of age. His widow was born January 3, 1820,

and lived to be nearly as old as he. She was
a devout member of the Methodist Church,
though in the early days in Wood County a

church of that denomination was not near
at hand and she often worshipped in other

churches. John Pugh after becoming an
American citizen allied himself with the re-

publican party. By his second wife John Pugh
was the father of the following children:
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Luther S. ; Aim ^I., who has been twice mar-
ried and is living with her second husband
in Fostoria, Ohio: Lueretia J., now Mrs. Mar-
tin, of Weston, Wood County, Ohio; Mrs.

Chester L. Powers, of Weston ; and John, who
died unmarried.
Luther S. Pugh was bom near Beaver Creek

in Wood County, Ohio, February 3, 1848.

His early life was spent as a farmer, and his

education was such as the common schools

could impart. About a year before his mar-
riage he came in 1874 to Henry County. He
bought land in section 6 of Richfield Town-
ship, and there not long afterward he and his

wife began the task of making a home. Mr.
Pugh also developed a large stone quarry, and
much of his success was derived from his

business as a quarryman. For a number of

years he carried on an extensive trade in

dimension stone. He also invested his surplus

capital and at one time owned over 400 acres.

Among the improvements which he left to

attest his progressiveness and enterprise were
a fine barn 40 by 70 feet and a large eleven-

room house which was erected in 1898 and is

one of the most attractive homes in that sec-

tion of the county.

As already indicated Mr. Pugh was known
and esteemed not less for his character and
personal virtues than for his business ability.

His generosity was proverbial, and he was
always giving of his time and resources to the

church and to the helping of the poor and
unfortunate. When he died in 1910 his com-

munity felt the sense of a great loss, and his

memory is still kept green. While he was a

republican voter, he was never in politics.

At the home of the bride in Wood County,

Ohio, ill April, 1875, he married Miss Har-
riet Martin. Mrs. Pugh was born on the farm
where she was married April 22, 1844. She
was reared and educated there and also in

Grand Rapids, Ohio. Mrs. Pugh has lived a

good many years, but shows few of the marks
of age. She is distinguished by strong intelli-

gence and an active interest in evei-j'thing that

goes on about her, and especially she has a

great fund of information concerning early

days in Northwest Oliio, and talks most enter-

tainingly of many incidents that have oc-

curred within her own time. Her parents

were James T. and Matilda (Smith) Martin,

both natives of Ohio and married in Fairfeld
County. In 1831 her parents removed to

Wood County, and her father entered eighty

acres of Government land on Beaver Creek.

He was one of the pioneere there. The year

1880 brought an unusual fatality to the mem-
bers of the Martin family. Mrs. Pugh 's sister

Jane was taken away by death, and a few
hours later her mother died, at the age of

sixt}', and the following day the summons
came to the father. Mr. Martin was a cabinet

maker by trade, which he followed in Fairfield

County, and his father, William Martin, also

followed that line of occupation. During his

long residence in Wood County James T.

Martin not only prospered as an individual

but was a valuable man to his community.
Though a democrat, he was pronounced in

favor of the Union cause during the war.

Mrs. Pugh, who still occupies the old home-
stead in Richfield Township, is surrounded by
her children, several of whom remain with

her and carry the burdens of farming and
business management. Her oldest child is R.

M. Pugh, who is unmarried and lives at home
with his mother. John J., who is successfully

operating a part of the old homestead, mar-

ried Sarah McClure, and has four children,

Linsey R., Lake, Luther S. and ]\Iaxiue. Otis

W., who owns and occupies eighty acres near

the old farm, married Anna Dull, and has chil-

dren named Chester, Ermine, James and
Sarah. Elfa S. is the wife of Albert Bright-

man, of Columbus, Ohio. One child of ^Irs.

Pugh, David R., died when seven months of

age. Mrs. Pugh is an active member of the

Presbyterian Church.

Amos Dilsaver has his home at the Village

of Westhope in Richfield Township of Henry
County, a village with which the Dilsaver fam-

ily iias had much to do in the founding as

well as the subsequent growth. This is one

of the early families of Henry County. Its

members came to Ohio as home seekers, were

industrious, upright, Christian people and
have done much to promote those civilizing

agencies such as churches, schools and other

institutions.

Though most of his life has been spent in

Henry County, Amos Dilsaver was born in

Delaware County, Ohio, September 30, 1858.

His birth occurred on a farm along the west

bank of the Scioto River. His parents were

Michael and Jlary (Arrowhood) Dilsaver.

His father was born in the Shenandoah Val-

ley of Virginia May 10, 1825, and died at

W'esthope in Henry County February 14,

1903. When he was a small boy his parents,

who were of old Virginia stock, moved out

to Fairfield County, Ohio, where the grand-

father died when about sixty years of age.
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The grandmother subsequently removed to

Delaware County and died there when about

eighty years of age. Both were religious peo-

ple and the grandfather was a strict demo-

crat. By occupation he was a tanner and

farmer.
Michael Dilsaver grew up in Delaware

County and was one of a large family, all

of whom are now deceased. His brothers and

sisters were Jacob, John, George, Simon, Eliz-

abeth and oiie other daughter. All these chil-

dren grew up and married. On September

30, 1849, Michael Dilsaver was married in

Delaware Coiuity to Miss ilary Arrowhood.

She was of Irish parentage and was born

in Pennsylvania May 17, 1827. Her parents

came early to Delaware County, Ohio, and

spent the rest of their lives there. They were

members of the Dunkard Church and were

farmers.

In 1859 Michael Dilsaver brought his wife

and family of four children to Richfield Town-

ship of Henry County. He made the journey

with wagons and teams and had to cut a road

through the woods to reach his location in

section 15. The preceding year he had come

to Henry County and located the land, and

had remained long enough to put up a log

house, which was the first habitation of the

Dilsavers in this county. This log cabin

stood at one corner of the present village of

Westhope. The village had its start when

David Flowers built the first store about

forty years ago. For some years Michael

Dilsaver and his family lived strictly in the

woods. It was a wild country for miles

around, and the woods were filled with game.

Michael shot many deer, and he would some-

times have as many as six carcasses of deer

hanging on a pole at once to dry. Dried

venison was almost constantly on the table,

and for some years was the chief meat eaten

by the family. Michael Dilsaver in coming

to Richfield
" Township had selected eighty

acres on the highest spot in that district and

at about the center of what was known as

the Great Black Swamp. "With the aid of

his wife and children he cleared the land and

in time had a substantial frame house and

a good barn. He lived there cultivating his

crops and enjoying the esteem of his com-

munity until his death. His first wife and

the mother of his children died May 17, 1869,

when in middle age. He married for his

second wife Mrs. Abbie (Klunk") McLaughlin.

She had no children bv the second marriage,

though she had several by her first husband.
She died in August, 1912.

The children of Michael Dilsaver and his

first wife were : William, born in 1850 ; Dru-
silla, born in 1851 ; Hannah, born in 1853

;

Eliza J., born in 1855; and Amos, born in

1858, all these being natives of Delaware
County. After the parents came to Henry
County three other children were born : Mar-
garet L., born in 1861 ; Albina L., born in

1862 ; and Adaline R., born in 1865. Of this

family the only ones now living are Amos
and his sister Albina, wife of Clarence Weeks
of Damascus Township, Henry County. The
oldest child, William, subsequently located in

Kansas, cleared up a farm and died there,

leaving a wife and one daughter, Estella, who
is now married and has two sons. Some of

the other children married but had no chil-

dren.

Amos Dilsaver grew up and received his

education in the township schools of Henry
County. After his father died he acquired

the interest of the other heirs to the home-
stead and became its sole proprietor. His
father had sold some of the land for lots in

the Village of Westhope, but Amos still re-

tains the rest and has it all except ten acres

in a fine state of improvement, well drained,

fenced and with buildings thoroughly adapted

to his business as a farmer. His land is

capable of growing every crop from corn to

sugar beets.

Mr. Dilsaver was married in Monroe Town-
ship of Henry County December 21, 1879,

to Alvert R. Hill. She was born in Monroe
Township January 17, 1859. Her grand-

father was Michael Hill and her father Jacob

Hill, the former a native of England and the

latter of New York State. Jacob Hill came
with his parents to Richland County, Ohio,

in the early days, and later Michael and his

family moved to Monroe Township of Henry
County, buying land on Turkey Foot Creek,

where he and his wife lived to old age. Jacob

Hill grew up in Monroe Township and was

married in Henry County to ilary Gunter of

Richland County. Jacob Hill died in the

prime of life, leaving his wife and two chil-

dren, Mrs. Dilsaver and another daughter who
died young. Mrs. Hill subsequently married

George Boocher, who became a soldier in the

Civil war and died while on his way home.

There was one daughter by that union. The

widow Boocher married for her third hus-

band Frederick Sprow, had two children by
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him, and both she and her husband are now
deceased.

Mr. and Mrs. Dilsaver are the parents of

tive children. Lea Edith, the oldest, mai--

ried Oliver Fuller, of Deshler, Ohio, and their

children. Beatrice L., Grace N., Ora S. and
Creston L., are all attending school. George,
who was born in 1882, was educated in the

public schools and is still living- at home.
Ora C. is unmarried and is living on a farm
in Kansas. Mary M. married Herman Niefer,

and they occupy the old Dilsaver farm and
have one son, Darwin 0. Martha M. is the

wife of Cecil Bueklin, of Damascus Township,
Henry County, but they now live with ilr.

and Mrs. Dilsaver and have a daughter,
Creola M., born March 26, 1916. All the fam-
ily are members of the United Brethren
Church. Mr. Dilsaver and his sons are demo-
crats.

John W. Taylor, a Henry County farmer,
who, in the opinion of his neighbors and
friends and all who have observed his efforts,

thoroughly knows his business, and has made
more than an ordinary success in improving
and developing a tract of land formei-ly un-
productive and in managing his crops and
stock. His home is in Monroe Township.

His ancestry is English. His grandfather
was born in England, came to the United
States and settled in Ohio, and in the eastern

part of that state married a young woman of

Scotch birth and parentage. They spent their

last years in Carroll County, where they died

on their farm in middle life.

James R. Taylor, father of John W., was
born in 1832, and married Catherine Fickel.

She was born in 1835 in Perry County, Ohio,

daughter of "William Fickel, who was an early

settler there and a farmer. William Fickel

after losing his first wife moved to Henry
County and married Mary Frazer. He and
his second wife spent their last years in Rich-

field Township, Henry County, and he was
past eighty years of age when he was called

to his,last rest. They were members of the

United Brethren Church. James R. Taylor
after his marriage lived in Perry County for

several years. While there three children

were born, William, Jane and John W. In

1864 the family moved to Indiana, and lived

in the central part of that state for some years.

While there the grandmother died. In the

fall of 1878 the rest of the family returned

to Henry County, Ohio, and James R. Taylor
finallv retired and died at Malinta February

1, 1916. Mrs. James R. Taylor died in Henry
County December 15, 1893, when fifty-six

years of age. They were active members of
the United Brethren Church. During their
residence in Indiana two children were born,
Benjamin, now deceased, and Oliver. Delia
was born in Henry County and is now the
wife of Melvin Wright and has a daughter
Phyllis.

Mr. John W. Taylor was born in Perry
County, Ohio, October 18, 1863, was an infant
when the family moved to Indiana, and he
grew up there and received his early educa-
tion in the public schools. For fourteen years
he was employed in a hoop and stave company
at ilalinta. In 1891 Mr. Taylor bought sixty-

five acres in Monroe and Richfield townships.
It was almost without improvements when
he bought it, and since then he has cut away
the timber and brush, has made fields capable
of growing all the staple crops and has gradu-
ally accumulated a prosperity sufficient for
all his needs. Like many of the progressive
farmers of Henry County he devotes part of
his land to the growing of sugar beets. He
has invested a large amount of money in
buildings and other facilities for the perfect
care of his live stock and his crops. Besides
the main barn 36 by 65 feet, he has a covered
farmyard 26 by 66 feet and has such arrange-
ments that all the routine work of the farm
is performed like clockwork. His home is a
house of six rooms.
At Malinta in Monroe Township in 1888

j\Ir. Taylor married iliss Maggie Berno. She
was born in Lucas County, Ohio, December
17, 1865, but spent most of her early years in

Henry County. Her parents were Julius and
Bridget (Clark) Berno. Her mother was
born in Ireland and her father in France.
They were married in America, probably in

Lucas County, Ohio, and while they lived

there three children were born. They finally

came to Henry County, and Julius Berno died
at the Village of Texas in this county May
22, 1874, at the age of forty-seven. He and
his wife were both devout Catholics and in

politics he was a democrat. His widow died
at Malinta March 15, 1911, when seventy-nine
years of age. In the Berno family were eight

sons and four daughters, all of whom grew
up except one and all now living except three,

and seven of them married.
Mr. and Jlrs. Taylor have two children:

V. Ray, who was born April 27, 1891, has fin-

ished his schooling at Grelton and is now as-

suming a considerable share of the duties
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around the home farm. Maud M., born De-
cember 15, 1896, has also completed the high

school course at Grelton.

Dudley S. Shepard, D. V. S. One of the

best known veterinary surgeons of Henry-

County is Dudley S. Shepard, who has been
in the active practice of his pi'ofession for a

quarter of a century, and has lived in the

Village of McClure for the past seventeen

years. He grew up on a farm, is a practical

farmer as well as a professional man, and
it was his inclination and early manifested

skill in the handling and treatment of do-

mestic animals that led him into his present

profession, where he has not only made a per-

sonal success but has rendered a great service

to the community.
He was born in Damascus Township of

Henry County March 23, 1859, grew up on a

farm, received an education in the local

schools, and only left the farm which he still

owns in Damascus Township to remove to a

town home in McClure.
His parents were Benjamin and Mary

(Guire) Shepard. His father was born in

Pennsylvania in 1830, and his mother in Ath-
ens County, Ohio, in 1835. Both were still

young when their respective parents moved
into the wilderness of Henry County and
added their resources to the improvement and
development of this wild section of country.

Doctor Shepard 's grandfather, Martin Shep-
ard, located a farm in section 21 of Damascus
Township, and lived to see it well improved
before he and his wife died. He lived past

eighty, and he was twice married, both wives

dying in Henry County. Doctor Shepard 's

maternal grandfather was Hezekiah Guire,

who also died in Henry County when quite

old. Both families supplied voters to the whig
party as long as that organization existed,

and the family polities then became republi-

can.

Benjamin Shepard after his marriage
started out as a farmer and was also one of

the early sawmill owners and operators. For
years he had a mill at the junction of Turkey
Foot Creek with the Maumee River. He also

improved a good farm, but death came to

him comparatively early. He died in 1870,

aged forty-two. His widow afterward mar-
ried Jacob Hoffman, and they spent their last

years near McClure, where Mr. Hoffman died

at the age of eighty-one and his wife at

seventy-five. There were two children of the

Hoffman marriage, James and Estella, both

of whom are still living and are married. The
Hoffmans were members of the Christian Un-
ion Church, and Mr. Hoffman was a democrat.

Doctor Shepard was second of three chil-

dren. His older brother, William, is a farmer
near JMcClure and married Lilly Schafer,
and they have two sons. His younger brother,
Lincoln, is a farmer near McClure and mar-
ried Jennie Smith.

In his native township Doctor Shepard mar-
ried Ada Jennings, who was born on the old

homestead in the same township October 23,

1861, and was reared and educated there,

being a daughter of Milton and Mary (David-
son) Jennings. Henry Countj' acknowledges
the Jennings family as one of the earliest

group of settlers. Mrs. Shepard 's parents
were born in Seneca County, grew up and
married there, and before they left two chil-

dren were born, Austin and ilatilda. The
latter was six weeks old when in December,
1851, the family started with wagons and ox
teams and with untold labor and difBculty

traversed the trails and roads through snow
and ice to Henry County. Mr. Jennings
bought 160 acres of wild land in section 21

of Damascus Township, and had to clear away
some of the trees before setting up his log

cabin home. He was an industrious worker,

well fitted for pioneer life, and eventually he

had a fine house, large barn, his land weU
drained and fenced, and a splendid property

and all the comforts that his growing family

required. His wife died there in 1892, at the

age of sixty-four, and he survived a number
of years and died at the home of his oldest

daughter, Mrs. Matilda Schank, when seventy-

five years of age. He was born in 1825 and
died April 5, 1901. Mr. and Mrs. Jennings
were among the earliest members of the

United Brethren Church, and the first church
of that denomination in that part of Henry
County was b.uilt on their land. They sup-

ported the organization and also kept an open
house for all the preachei-s. After ilr. and
Mrs. Jennings moved to Henry County three

children were born, who died in infancy, and
six are still living, all of whom are married

and all of whom have children except Doctor

and Mrs. Shepard.
Doctor and Mrs. Shepard have alway

shown themselves active leaders in every com-|

mnnity enterprise, and have done much for

the upbuilding and improvement of McClure^
They are members of the United Brethren

Church, and Doctor Shepard is a republican^

has served on the school board and the town
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council, and for fifteen years has been an
active member of Lodge No. 738 of the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows.

Jacob Brown. To mention the name of

Jacob Brown in Marion Township of Henry
County is to mention a man whose generous
success has not been won at the expense of

those other qualities which make life pleasant

and worth living. Mr. Brown has been
through the experiences of the pioneer, has
worked as hard as anyone in his time, and
yet still preserves a rugged physique and has

a most jovial and happy nature. He is an
optimist, and looks at life broadly and
genially.

Forty years ago when he settled his first

homestead of eighty acres in Marion Town-
ship his land was not only covered with woods
but the woods extended for miles in all direc-

tions. His present farm in section 1 of Ma-
rion Township comprises 200 acres. No land
in the county is better developed and has finer

possibilities for productiveness. A number
of years ago Mr. Brown got along with a very
simple equipment of farm appliances, but it

has been a matter of pride with him and it is

a part of his efficient sy.stem to get the best

in the way of buildings and tools and he has
found it profitable to do so. He has one of

the best barns in Marion Township, one wing
being 40 by 60 feet and the other 30 by 30
feet, with 20-foot posts. Surrounding this

main structure are other buildings for the
shelter of his crops and his implements. In
1904 he put up a modern country residence,

a two-story basement brick house, with ten

large rooms, and with the modern facilities of

hot and cold water, bath and furnace heat.

He made his first purchase in this locality

in 1875, and has lived there continuously
since 1879. His first home was only a log

cabin standing in the shade of the large trees

which covered nearly all the farm. The log

cabin gave way to a small frame house, and
gradually he put up the various buildings

which now stand on his farm and give it

character and value.

Jacob Brown was born in Hancock County,
Ohio, August 28, 1849, and in 1865 his father

moved to the vicinity of Bryan in Williams
County where he spent the rest of his youth.
He had only the advantages of the common
schools, and after reaching manhood he came
to Henry County and made his first purchase
of twenty-five acres in Liberty Township.

There, too, he lived in a log cabin and a few
years later he came to Marion Township.
He is a son of Henry and Catherine (Kel-

ler) Brown. His father was born in Stark
County, Ohio, of Pennsylvania parentage,
while his mother was born in Holland and
came to the United States at the age of six

years. Henry Brown and his first wife were
married profjably in Hancock County and
they, too, started to build a home in the midst
of the woods. Jacob's mother died there in

1853 when Jacob was only four years of age.

He had seven sons and five daughters, and
the youngest of her children was only four-

teen days old when she died. Henry Brown
married for his second wife Mrs. Leah (Mey-
ers) Dickey. After his marriage he moved
to Williams County and he and his second
wife spent the rest of their days there. He
died at the age of seventy-two, and by his

second wife had two children who came to

maturity. Henry Brown was a democrat and
he and his family were members of the Duu-
kard Church.

Mr. Jacob Brown is the only one of his

brothers and sisters to locate in Henry County.
He was married in Hancock County April
16, 1872, to Miss Eliza Jaqua, a native of

Hancock Countj-. She was reared and edu-
cated in that county and was a faithful com-
panion and helpmate of Mr. Brown until

her death on March 9, 1888. She was the
mother of four living children. Ella is the

wife of Henry Eisaman, a farmer at Deshler
in Henry County; Alvin C, a resident of

Ashtabida County, married Nellie Watkins
and has a son Orlo, now fifteen years of age;
Robert is a farmer in Hancock County and
by his marriage to Addie Nichols has two
daughters, Ruth and Marie; Lotta is the wife
of Cloid Hayman, a hardware merchant at

Deshler.

For his second wife Mr. Brown was married
in Henry County to Miss Martha M. Brown.
She was born in Washington County, Ohio,

September 20, 1869, grew up there and was
only eighteen months old when she lost her
mother, whose maiden name was Eliza Ann Mc-
Lain. Her mother was of Scotch-Irish fam-
ily. Her father, James Brown, died in De-
cember, 1911, at the age of eighty-nine years.

He had married for his second wife Lucy
Mobley, who is now living at Marietta, Ohio,

at the age of sixty-six. Mrs. Bi-own's father
was a Methodist and a republican in polities.

Mr. Brown has done much for the cause of

education in his localitv and for manv vears
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served on the school board. He is affiliated

with Lodge No. 715 of the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows at Hamler and also belongs

to the Lodge and Chapter of Masons at Desh-
ler. He and his wife are parents of the

following children : Ralph was well educated
and followed teaching before he took up farm-
ing and married Eva Hawkins; Julian, who
is now the responsible manager of his father's

farm, married Nanna George of Putnam
County, Ohio; Roy is a student in Defiance
College and specializing in electrical engineer-

ing; Ada is member of the class of 1918 in

the Hamler High School; Myrtle is twelve
years of age and is in the eighth grade of thv^

public schools.

Basil ^Ieek was born at Newcastle, Henry
County, Indiana, April 20, 1829. His parents
were John Meek and Salina Stevenson Meek.
His father, by a former wife, had born to him
six sons and three daughters. The eldest of
these, William, was born May 29, 1793, and
the youngest, Lorenzo D. was born May 29,

1812. Six of these children were born in

Henry County, Kentucky, where their father

lived at the date of their births. John Meek
was born at Ellicott's Mills, Maryland, in

1772, which, as seen, was before the declara-

tion of American Independence. With his

parents, when a small boy, he moved near to

what is now Braddock, Pennsylvania, and
from thence moved to Kentucky about the

year 1789. From Kentucky he came with his

then family, in 1805, to W^ayne County,
Indiana, where he resided until 1827, when
he moved to Newcastle, Henry County,
Indiana. Here he married Salina Stevenson.
After a few years residence here, he returned
to Wayne County, and there lived until 1841,
when he moved with his family to Owen
County, Indiana, where he lived until his death
in 1849, aged seventy-seven years. There
were born to John Meek of this last named
marriage, six children, four sons, of whom
Basil is the eldest, and two daughters. The
mother died in May, 1883, aged seventy-five

yeai-s. Her grandfather, James Stevenson,
served three years in the Revolutionary war,

and held a captain's commission at its close.

Basil Meek's school education was that of

the common schools. He, however, improved
such opportunities as were afforded for self

improvement in the use of which he acquired a

more liberal education. In later life he grad-
uated from the Chautauqua Literary and
Scientific Circle.

On December 23, 1849, he married Miss
Cynthia A. Brown, daughter of Abner Brown
of Morgan Township, Owen County, Indiana,

born in 18S3; the result of this luiion was
four children, namelj' : Minerva Bullitt, Mary
E., Lenora Belle, and Flora B. Of these,

Minerva B. died at Clyde, Ohio, November
22, 1869, in the eighteenth year of her age

;

Flora B. died in infancy; Mary E. married
Byron R. Dudrow, attorney at law, of Fre-

mont. She died May 17, 1914. And Lenora
Belle married L. C. Grover. She died Decem-
ber 4, 1907. The mother of these daughters
died in Spencer, Owen County, Indiana, in

August. 1861. Mr. Dudrow died ^larch 12,

1916.

On September 30, 1862, Basil Meek married
Miss Martha E. Anderson, daughter of Alvin
and Harriett (Baldwin) Andei-son of Belle-

vue, Ohio. By this marriage two children were
born, namely: Clara C, wife of Dr. II. G.

Edgerton, dentist, Fremont, Ohio, and Robert
Basil Meek. M. D., who practiced his profes-

sion in Fremont, and died December 24, 1911.

The grandchildren of Mr. Meek are Robert
Basil Grover, Mary B., Rachel, Dorothy and
Henry Meek Edgerton. Mary B. is the wife

of Victor Zahm of Oberlin, Ohio. Rachel is

the wife of Harrison Temple, of Britton,

Michigan. He has four great-grandchildren :

Virginia, Edgerton and Clara Louise Temple,
and Harry Victor Zahm, Jr.

In 1853, at the age of twenty-four, Mr. Meek
was elected clerk of the Circuit Court of Owen
County. Indiana, and was re-elected without
opposition in 1857. serving two terms of four
years each. During these years he devoted
such time as could be spared from his official

duties in studying law, and in 1861, was ad-

mitted to the bar in Owen County, Indiana,

forming a partner.ship at Spencer with Hon.
•Samuel II. Buskirk of Bloomington, Indiana,

who subsequently was a judge of the Indiana
Supreme Court. In 1864 he removed from
his native state to Sandusky County, Ohio,

making at first his residence on a farm which
is now within the Village of Clyde. In 1871
he became a member of Sandusky County Bar
and practiced until February 10, 1879, when
he entered upon his duties as clerk of courts,

to M'hich office he had been elected at the pre-

vious fall election. He removed with his

family to Fremont in the fall of 1879. At
the close of his first term he was re-elected

and served six years in all.

On retiring from this office he resumed the

law practice until he was appointed by Presi-
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dent Cleveland postmaster at Fremont. He
took charge of this ofRce September 1, 1886,

and served until March 1, 1891, a period of

four years and six months. It was during his

term, and through his cft'orts, that the free

delivery system was extended to this office

and put in successful operation under his man-
agement and that of his son Robert B. who
was his first assistant postmaster.

April 1, 1891, he became associated with his

son-in-law Byron R. Dudrow in the practice

of law. In 1905 Mr. Dudrow, owing to ill-

ness retired from practice, since which Mr.
Meek has been alone in the practice. He is a

charter member of the Sandusky County Bar
Association, and was its secretary for thirty

years prior to 1909, when he was chosen presi-

dent, which position he has since held.

He was a member of the school board of

Fremont for nine years, part of the time its

clerk, but most of which time he was presi-

dent thereof. He was active in making the

kindergarten a part of the school system of

Fremont. He is a trustee and also secretary

of the Sandusky County Pioneer and His-

torical Association, and editor of its publica-

tions: he is a life member of the Ohio State

Archeological and Historical Society, and an
occasional contributor to the columns of the

Quarterly published by the same.

He has given much attention to the interest-

ing local history of the Sandusky Valley re-

gion, and is a contributor to the local news-
papers of historical sketches. In 1909 he
edited a history of Sandusky County entitled

the "20th Century History of Sandusky
County, Ohio." published by Richmond-
Arnold Publishing Company of Chicago, a

large number of copies of which have been
sold in the county.

Politically he has all his life been a demo-
crat, loyally supporting the measiires and can-

didates of his party, and cheerfully working
for the promotion of its principles, serving

several campaigns as chairman of the county
executive committee with acceptability to his

party.

He was a member of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church from 1857 till 1901, when he
became connected with the First Presbyterian
Church of Fremont, Ohio, and has repre-

sented the church in Presbytery a number of

times and twice in Synod and was a ruling

elder commissioner from Huron Presbytery
in the General Assembly at Atlantic City in

May, 1916. He has since 1854 been a member
of the Masonic Order, and was Worshipful

blaster of Spencer Lodge, No. 95, Spencer,
Indiana, the lodge in which he became a
Mason. He is a member of Brainard Lodge,
No. 336, Fremont, Ohio. He is an advisory
editor and contributor of the History of

Northwest Ohio.

H. Taylor Dcll. It is coming to be gen-
erally recognized that when a man brings to

farming the same kind of enterprise, ability

and .judgment that other men take into the

]n-ofessions and manufacturing activities,

there is no discounting the success of the
farmer as compared with those who choose
other vocations.

It has been the possession of these cjualities

which have differentiated H. Taylor Dull from
many other farmers and made him so un-
usually successful. He knows how to get the

mo.st out of his land, out of his stock and his

splendid estate in Damascus Township, Henry
(.'ounty, is conducted on a real factory basis.

He has a close ajid accurate knowledge of both
the income and the outgo, and has constantly

studied iiictliiiils of improvement and in-

creased cfti.Mcijry in his business. Mr. Dull
is widely known over both Henry and Wood
counties, and he represents a family whose
activities have been concerned with the de-

velopment and improvement of many tracts

of fertile Northwest Ohio lands since pioneer
days.

The family originated in Pennsylvania.
His grandfather, Samuel Dull, after his mar-
riage to a Miss Koester moved from Pennsyl-
vania to Perry County, Ohio. In that county
his son John was born in 1822, and there were
a number of older children, including Jacob,
Peter, Elizabeth, Peggy, Catherine. Hannah,
Sarah, Martha and Susan. All of these chil-

dren grew up and married and all are now
deceased.

In 1831 the entire family moved from Perry
County to Weston Township in Wood County.
There they established homes in the wilds,

and there was hardly an item of pioneer ex-

perience, hardship, difficulty and danger which
escaped the Dull family during their early

years of residence in Wood County. Mrs.

Samuel Dull di(Hl there about ISoO. Grand-
father Dull mai-ried for his second wife ^Irs.

Riggs and they spent their last years

in Washington Township of Wood County.
They were active members of the United
Brethren Church, and in politics Samuel Dull
always voted the democratic ticket.

John Dull, whose birth has already been
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mentioned, grew up ou the farm in Weston
Township of Wood County. A few years after

his mother died he started out on his own
account and later he was married in Wood
County to Delilah Kuuberlin. Her parents

were Henry and Sarah (Miller) Knuberlin.
Her father was a quite prominent character

in early Northwest Ohio. He had served as

a soldier through the War of 1812, and in

the course of that service he had crossed and
recrossed Northwest Ohio when it was prac-

tically an unsettled wilderness. So im-

pressed was he with the advantages and the

future of the country that after the war he

returned and entered Government land at the

mouth of Beaver Creek in Wood County near
the Town of Grand Rapids. Some years later

he moved to another place in Grand Rapids
Township, and had it all improved and was
quite a prosperous man. His activities were
closed with his death at the age of seventy-

five, while his wife lived to be eighty-two.

They were widely known among the pioneer

settlers, were thrifty honest people, were
leaders in the United Brethren Church and
Mr. Knuberlin for years was a lay preacher

in that denomination, and often officiated at

the funerals of his neighbors.

After his marriage John Dull brought his

wife to Damascus Township in Henry County,
and bought eighty acres of canal lands from
the state. This land he cleared up and from
time to time niade other purchases, in some
of which transactions his son Ta.ylor Dull

joined. Thus he acquired a very large amount
of property. Taylor Dull also owns 240 acres

which belonged to Grandfather Samuel Dull.

Nearly all this land was well cleared up before

John Dull passed away in 1897. His wife had
died in 1888. They were exceedingly indus-

trious people, and that quality has descended
to their son Taylor Dull.

The old home which John Dull built in

Damascus Township in 1861 is still standing,

stanch and firm, and is now owned and occu-

pied by Mr. Taylor Dull. Besides the old

home which is a landmark in that community
Mr. Dull has added a number of other im-

provements that stand as visible evidence of

his thrift and progressiveness. One of these

is a magnificent barn 45 by 106 feet with 20-

foot posts. Taylor Dull now owns in a solid

oody in section 36 of Damascus Township 400
acres. It is hardly excelled in point of fer-

tility and productiveness by any land in

Henry County. It has another group of build-

ing improvements besides those of the home.

Mr. Dull also owns eighty acres of highly im-
proved land in section 2 of Richfield Town-
ship. As a farmer he has raised every kind
of crops profitable and adaptable to this sec-

tion of Ohio, and he has always given close

attention to the consem-ation of the fertility

of his land.

Mr. Dull is the only one of his immediate
family now living. He is married, but has no
children.

David J. Frazier of Damascus Township,
Henry County, has a prominent relationship

with a number of people in Northwest Ohio,

and the members of his own family and his

kinfolks have been sturdy and representative

farmers, soldiers and influential citizens of

Perry and Henry counties since early days.

Mr. Frazier himself was born in Perry
County, Ohio. :\Iarch 6, 1862. His parents
were Horatio and Eva (Kinder) Frazier. The
maternal gi-andparents were David and Eliza

Kinder, and the paternal grandfather was
Floyd Frazier. The Fraziers came from Penn-
sylvania to Ohio, and were early settlers in

Perry County. There the grandparents on
both sides spent their lives. The vocation of

these families was that of farming, the

Fraziers were loyal members of the United
Brethren Church, the Kinders held to no one
church creed, and on both sides they supplied

voters to the whig party. The Frazier and
Kinder families were large, and there were
sons on both sides who fought valiantly for

the preservation of the Union during the Civil

war. Horatio Frazier and his brother Levi
were both out with an Ohio regiment and gave
up their lives as sacrifice to their country.

Horatio Frazier died in 186.3 of illness when
his son David was only a year old. The ma-
ternal grandfather, David Kinder, and his son

Peter were all through the war, both of them
veteranized, and with the close of hostilities

they returned home without ever having re-

ceived a scratch nor having endured capture.

Both lived to be very old, David passing away
when about eighty and his son Peter still liv-

ing in Corning. Perry County, and now about

eighty years of age. Both of the Frazier boys

who were soldiers were buried in the South.

Horatio Frazier and wife had two sons. David
Frazier 's brother Thomas died at the age of

fifty-three in Perry County, leaving a widow,
who is now deceased, and three children, still

living.

ilrs. Eva (Kinder "I Frazier after the death

of Horatio Frazier, married Lewis Dodson.
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Jlr. Dodson was also a resident of Perry
County and he contributed his part to the

military record of this family. He went all

through the war with an Ohio regiment, es-

caped unhurt and is still living in Perry
County, being now about eighty-three years

of age and quite sturdy and active for one of

his years. Mrs. Dodson died in August, 1910,

at the age of about seventy. By his second
marriage he had eight children, four sons and
four daughters, and four of the sons and two
of the daughters are still living, all of them
heads of families, and these various families

are all in .some capacity or another identified

with the coal mining industry near Corning,
Ohio.

David J. Frazier grew up with. his mother
and step-father until he was twenty-six years
of age. He gained such education as the local

schools afforded and for eleven years of that

time he had employment in the local coal mines
and he knows coal mining in all its phases.

On leaving home Mr. Frazier came to Rich-

field Township in Henry County and married
here Nettie Blanche Winner. She was born
in that township October 6, 1869, and was
reared and educated there. Her parents were
Taylor and Sally (Yarington) Winner, both

of whom were born and reared and married
in Logan County, Ohio. After their marriage
they set out over the rough roads and trails

and reaching Richfield Township of Henry
County acquired an eightj'-acre tract of land
in the midst of the woods. There they

started housekeeping in a log cabin, and Mr.
Winner eventually cleared up all his land

and erected a good house, barn, and lived in

substantial comfort for many years. In 1896
he and his wife removed to Damascus Town-
ship, and his wife died in her home near
McClure December 8, 1906, at the age of

sixty-two. Mr. Winner is still living and
makes his home with his daughter Mrs.

Frazier, being now seventy years of age and
still retaining much of the vigor that char-

acterized his early years when he was work-
ing as a pioneer in the woods of Henry County.
The Winners were loyal and active members
of the United Brethren Church. Mr. Winner
enlisted for service in the Union army during
the closing days of the war, going out from
Logan County, but he never participated in

any actual fighting. Politically he is a demo-
crat.

After his marriage Mr. Frazier also started

out practically as a pioneer. He and his wife
secured forty acres of wild land and put up

with the inconveniences of a log cabin home
for several years while he was e}ierting all

his strength to clear off the timber and extend
the area of his cultivated fields. On that first

home he erected some good buildings, but later

sold the farm and bought eighty acres near
Westhope in the same township. On that land
he also placed many improvements, and sell-

ing out at an advantage in 1908, he bought
eighty acres in section 16 of Damascus Town-
ship, where he and his family now reside.

This farm is the old Garster homestead. It was
well improved when he bought it, and the
land is thoroughly drained, fenced, and other
improvements comprise a large barn and a
two-story and basement ten-room house, with
slate roof, and all the modern conveniences.

Mr. and Mrs. Frazier have taken great pains
to give their children the best of advantages
at home and in school. These children are

six in number. Ina, who was educated in the
common schools and high school, is the wife
of Carroll Rausch, engaged as clerk in a store

at Napoleon, and they have two sons, Russell
and Burdette. Rose is the wife of Grover
Mitcliell, a farmer at Liberty Center, and their

three sons are named Lloyd and Walter G.
and Waldo D., twins. Gertrude is the wife
of Albert Zellers, who conducts an ice cream
parlor and restaurant at Napoleon ; they have
two sons, Norman and Raymond. Gladys
married Rolla Browning and they live on a

farm near McClure and have a daughter
named Dorothy I. Lola is a gi-aduate from
the McClure High School with the class of

1916, while Mildred, the youngest of the

family, is still pursuing her studies in the
high school.

All the family are members of the United
Brethren Church. Mr. Frazier has never de-

viated in his support of the republican party
since casting his first vote for Blaine. For
two years, one term, he was assessor of Rich-

field Township, also served as trustee, and for

nine years as a member of the school board.

For tlie past thirty-three years he has been
an active member of the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows, belonging to the lodge at

Malinta, and the encampment at Milton Center
in Wood County.

James C.iv.ANAT'GH is still living a quite

active life as a farmer in Marion Township.
His has been the kind of career which de-

serves the comforts and pleasures of the

world, since he put in many earnest and pro-

ductive vears as a laboring man and also as



1782 HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO

a farmer, and it is with a pride and satisfac-

tion that,most people can readily appreciate

that he compares his present prosperous cir-

cumstances with his condition when he ar-

rived in America a young Irish lad with only

$5 to his name.
He is of Irish ancestry, of a family that

for many years lived in South Ireland, and
in all the generations have been loyal Catho-

lics. Four generations of the name have been

identified with Northern Ireland in the

Province of Ulster. With few exceptions the

Cavanaughs were tillers of the soil. His
great-gi-andfather Hugh Cavanaugh spent his

life in County Monaghan, and his wife also

died there when in advanced years. Of their

children James was boi'u in the same county,

and married a Miss ilarkey from County
Cavan. They lived as farming people in

Ulster and died there when about three score

and ten years of age. Their children com-
prised three daughters and four sons, and all

these died in Ireland except Philip, who after

growing up and marrying an Irish girl came
to the United States in 1858, locating in Fort
Wayne, Indiana, and later at Terre Haute,

and died in the latter city leaving descendants.

He was well educated and did clerical work
all his active career.

James Cavanaugh, father of the present

James, and representing the third generation

of the family in Ulster, was one of the last

of the old family stock. The Cavanaughs had
moved from the south of Ireland about 200

years ago, and in Ulster they lived principally

about the old forts which had been built by
the Danes in times of great antiquity. Per-

haps the last of the old family stock in that

section was Hugh Cavanaugh, a son of the

James last mentioned. The family in this

generation had their home about the old fort

known as Drumlood. a famous landmark, and
the Cavanaughs had tilled the soil in its

vicinity for many years. James Cavanaugh
died there when about sixty-five years of age.

He married Ann, daughter of Patrick Conlon,

of the same parish and county. The Conlons
had been substantial farming people of that

section for many years and were likewise

Catholics. Ann Cavanaugh was the mother of

four sons and one daughter: Patrick, who
died young; Hugh, who died after his mar-
riage to Catherine Boyle and she and her
children are still living in Ireland; James;
and Terence, who is now a railroad man living

at Cecil in Paulding County, Ohio, and by
his marriage to Johanna Machanny of Indiana

has three sons and two daughters; Catherine,
who lives in Chicago, is the wife of Peter
McMahan, a native of Ireland and a baker
by trade.

Mr. James Cavanaugh was born in those in-

teresting scenes of Northern Ireland above
described on February 2, 1852. He was edu-
cated in the National schools and was sixteen
years of age when his father died. He con-

tinued to live on the old place for a time, but
soon took stock of conditions and realized that
his possibilities would be greater in 1

American land of opportunities. Five months
after his eighteenth birthday therefore he
took passage on a vessel at Liverpool, and
reached New York City June 15, 1872. The
old steamer on which he had crossed the ocean
sank during its return voyage.
With very few dollars to spare James Cava-

naugh made his way west as far as Tiffin,

Seneca County, Ohio. He worked in that

locality as a farm laborer for four years, at

the end of which time he came to Deshler in

Henry County and became a foreman for the

Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. He put in two
years at that, and having a special liking for

railroad work he entered the service of the

Wabash Company in 1877, first living at Cecil

in Paulding County, later going to Wabash,
Indiana, and after four years being trans-

ferred to various other points along the line.

His last home while in the railway seVvice

was at Danville, Illinois.

In 1893 IVIr. Cavanaugh left railroading

and came to his farm in section 24 of Marion
Township in Henry County. He had bought
that land in 1881. At that time it had
few improvements, and so far as possible he
improved its condition while he was away at

work for the railroad. Since 1893 the farm
has been his permanent home, and after he

took personal charge it rapidly responded to

his energetic management. Nearly all the

land is now in a state of cultivation, is drained
and well fenced, and has two fine barns and
a comfortable residence. I\Ir. Cavanaugh now
has 178 acres under his ownership in that sec-

tion, and it represents a substantial achieve-

ment for a man who began his career with
practically nothing except the strength of

arms and body.
Mr. Cavanaugh was married in the township

of his present home to Miss Mary Collins,

daughter of the lat« Michael Collins, one of

the most prominent earl.y settlers of Marion
Township, reference to whose family and
career will be found on other pages of this
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publication. Miss Mary Collins was born in

Crawford County, Ohio, and was young when
her family removed to Marion Township. She
was married October 19, 1877, on her twenty-

first birthday, and she and Mr. Cavanaugh had
a happy married life until her death on Feb-

ruary 22, 1896. She was the mother of four

children. James, the fourth of that name in

as many successive generations, was born

April 3, 1881, in Paulding County, was gi-ad-

uated from the scientific department of Val-

paraiso University in Indiana, with the class

of 1907, and has had a successful career as an
educator. He taught for a time in Ohio, later

in the State of Oregon, and is now superin-

tendent of schools at Clabber, Washington.
He married ^Minnie Yetter, a native of Hol-

gate, Henry County, though living in Wash-
ington at the time of her marriage. Their

one son is named James William. John B.,

the second of Mrs. Cavanaugh 's children, was
born in Cecil, Ohio, May 14, 1882, was edu-

cated in Henry County and finished in the

Valparaiso University and is also a teacher.

Anna, born at Wabash, Indiana, August 5,

1886, was educated in Henry County and is

the wife of Boyd Fullmer, now county super-

intendent of schools at Liberal, Kansas, but

formerly a resident of Defiance County,_ Ohio.

Mr. and Mrs. Fullmer have three children.

Echo, Don B., and Theodore. Joseph P., the

youngest of Mr. Cavanaugh 's children by his

first wife, is principal of the schools at Cen-

tralia, Washington, and is also a graduate of

the Valparaiso University. He married a

western girl, Elizabeth Worth, and they have

a son Joseph A. Thus ilr. Cavanaugh 's chil-

dren by his first wife are all in educational

circles and have made worthy names for them-
selves.

For his second wife Mr. Cavanaugh mar-

ried in Napoleon, Ohio, Mary Carroll. She
was born in Perry County, Ohio. February
19, 1871. but since three years of age lived

in Harrison Township of Henry County. Mr.

and Mrs. Cavanaugh have a family of young
children as follows : Leonard E., born June
18, 1901, and now attending the eighth grade

of the public schools; Philip, born November
16, 1902, also in the eighth gi-ade; Thomas 0.,

born June 4, 1906, in the fourth grade; and
Leo M., born February 2, 1907, and also a

student. The family are members of St.

Paul's Catholic Church at Hamler. Mr.
Cavanaugh is affiliated with the Catholic

Knights of Ohio and he and his grown sons

are active democrats.

George V. Rudolph. Some men are noted
for their achievements in their vocation and
others for what they do in their avocations.

George V. Rudolph of Damascus Township,
Henry County, has attained more than local

note not only in the main business of life but
also in his recreations. He is one of the most
widely known hunters in Northwest Ohio,

and in fact is often called the Daniel Boone
of this part of the state. But he was a suc-

cessful business man before he was a hunter,

and the enthusiasm with which he pursues
the big game in the northern woods is iden-

tical with the same quality which he exercises

in all his varied business afi'airs.

Primarily he is a farmer, and has gained
his success by the successful management of

land and its resources. His enterprise, how-
ever, extends to various other business inter-

ests. Since 1871 he has lived in Damascus
Township of Henry Count}-, and on his farm
of eighty acres in section 35 has a beautiful

modern home, a brick house with full base-

ment, slate roof, and with light and power
supplied both to the home and barn from
electricity. The barn is fully in keeping with

his other improvements. It is a 40 by 60
foot foundation, and there is a covered barn-

yard 40 by 40 feet. One feature that shows
the progressiveness of the owner is the power
elevator which lifts the grain direct from the

threshing machine into the bins. His farm is

the home of some fine stock.

Many people visit the Rudolph home for

the purpose of inspecting its many handsome
trophies and mounted specimens of some of

the great game of America. All these speci-

mens have been gathered by Mr. Rudolph
during his career as a hunter. There are four

large moose heads, taken from animals weigh-

ing from 1,000 to 1,200 pounds each. There
are the heads of several deer, also of large

size, and the head of a bear. A particularly

fine specimen of the caribou has been mounted
and weighs about 400 pounds. Mr. Rudolph
has killed a great many fine game animals
besides those which are represented in his

collection including more than a dozen moose
and twice that many deer. His favorite fire-

arm is his safety Winchester No. 401, model
1910. Mr. Rudolph has carried his hunting
excursions into the provinces of Quebec and
Ontario, Canada, and to the states of Michi-

gan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Arkansas and
West Virginia. For a number of years with

the approach of the hunting season he gets,

his equipment and paraphernalia ready and
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everyone in Henry County knows that he will

not be found at home during or until the

close of the season.

Mr. Rudolph comes of some fine old Vir-

ginia stock. He was born near Winchester

in the beautiful Shenandoah Valley of Vir-

ginia January 23, 1849. His grandparents

spent all their lives in Virginia. He is a sou

of Joseph and Rebecca (Clutter) Rudolph,
both of whom were natives of Virginia, and
their respective families were established there

about the time of the Revolutionary war. The
original stock was Irish. As a family the Ru-
dolphs have been almost invariably devoted

to the agricultural industry. When Mr.

Rudolph was two years of age he lost his

father and he was eight years old when his

mother died. Both were members of the new
school of the Lutheran Church, and his father

like other Virginians was a slave holder but

there is no instance recorded in which he was
harsh or cruel to his negroes. Mr. Rudolph
was one of five children, and the only other

one now living is his unmarried sister Marge-
line, who is a resident of Philadelphia.

After the death of his mother Mr. Rudolph
lived with his uncle, Elijah Rudolph, until he

was twenty years of age. In that home he was
was well trained and was educated in private

and select schools.

In 1868 he came to Fairfield County, Ohio,

and there met and married Harriet Snapp.
She was born and reared in that county. Two
children were boi'n in Fairfield County, one

of whom died in infancy. In 1871 Mr. Ru-
dolph brought his family to Henry County,

and bought land in section 23 of Damascus
Township. This was a place of sixty acres,

partly cleared. Three years later he removed
to another farm, and subsequently sold the

place on section 23. In 1880 he bought his

present place in section 35 of Damascus Town-
ship. The land at that time was nearly all

brush, and his great energy and business man-
agement have cleared it up and brought it

under complete cultivation, improved with

fences, with thorough drainage by tile, and
he has also erected the various buildings al-

ready mentioned.

His influence as a business man has ex-

tended beyond his home farm. He was one

of the organizers of the Farmers Mutual In-

surance Company and served as a dii'ector for

eight years. He was largely responsible for

the success of this company in extending in-

surance to over $3,000,000 worth of property.

He was the first resident of ilcClure to have

a telephone in his house, and he brought about
the organization of the local telephone com-
pany and served as its first president. The
company grew rapidly and there are now 400
patrons in McClure and vicinity, and numer-
ous exchanges in other counties.

Mr. Rudolph 's first wife died at their home
in Damascus Township in 1891 at the age of

forty-three. There were two children who
grew up. Mary C, who died after her mar-
riage to Ulysses Brown of Damascus Town-
ship, left children Virgil, Glenn and Hazel.
Virgil and Glenn are now married and Glenn
has one child. Alberta V., the second child,

died in 1898 at the birth of her firstborn, Elva.

She was the wife of Benjamin Kistner. Elva
after the death of her mother was reared in

the home of her grandfather, ilr. Rudolph,
and has since married Harry I. Smith of

Michigan and is now the mother of a son,

Harold. Mr. Rudolph married for his second
wife in Richfield Township Miss Mamie Kist-

ner. She was born on the old homestead of

her parents in Richfield Township April 19,

1869, a daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth
(Kritzer) Kistner. Her father was born in

Germany and her mother in Erie County,
Ohio. They were married in Erie County,
and afterwards moved to Richfield Township
in Henry County, where Mr. Kistner cleared

up a fine farm of eighty acres in section 1.

They now live there, he at the age of seventy-
four and his wife at sixty-nine. They are
members of the Christian Union Church.

Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph have four children:

Esther, who is a member of the class of 1917
in high school ; Edna May, a student in high
school; Bessie D., also in high school at Mc-
Clure; and Irvin, who is in grammar school.

The family are members of the Bethany Chris-

tian Union Church. Politically Mr. Rudolph
is a democrat, and has filled such offices as

town.ship trustee. He has passed all the chairs

in the Knights of Pytliias Lodge at McClure
and has also been a member of the State

Grand Lodge.

Ferdinand A. Duding. Now spending his

daj's in quiet comfort in his town home at

Hamler, Ferdinand A. Duding is by birth and
experience a pioneer of Pleasant Township in

Henry County. When he was a boy that dis-

trict was very sparsely populated, little of the

land had been cleared and put in cultivation,

and the woods were filled with wild game and
even Indians occasionally roamed over their

old hunting grounds. ;\lr. Duding was not a
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passive factor in all the changing life about

him. and as a boy he put his shoulder to the

wheel and did much to push forward the

progress of his community. For one thing he

developed a farm from the wilderness and has

been not only a witness but one of the real

elements in the wonderful changes accom-

plished in Henry County during the past half

century.

Mr. Duding was born in Pleasant Township
on the Ridge Road July 14, 1852. His par-

ents were Charles or Carl and Margaret
(Royal) Duding. His father was a native of

Hanover, Germany, and his mother of Alsace.

They came at different times and on different

vessels to the United States. It took weeks
to make the voyage across the ocean in the

days of sailing vessels, and they arrived in

this country along in the '40s. It chanced
that they both located at New Bavaria in

Pleasant Township and not long afterward
they 'married. With a joint capital of only

$50 they started a store for the sale of grocer-

ies. The original stock of goods was brought
to New Bavaria by Jacob IMangas, having
been hauled in a wagon all the way from
Findlay, Ohio, a distance of forty-five miles

through the dense woods. Two and a half

years after setting up as a merchant, Charles
Duding died when in the prime of his years.

In that short time he had made a favorable

start along the road of prosperity and his

estate was worth $500, ten times as much as

the capital with which he had begun as a mer-
chant. He not only sold goods in his store

but also dealt extensively in furs and traded
with both the Indians and trappers. He was
survived by two children, Ferdinand A. and
a daughter Sophia. Sophia, now deceased,

married John B. Mess, a well known citizen

of Henry County. The widowed mother sub-

sequently married Ludwig Melcher, a native

of Germany, and he died six years later. His
death occurred while he was working in the

woods in Putnam County, Ohio. By that

marriage there was one daughter, Theresa,

who is now married and has a family. The
mother of these children died twenty years

ago when past sixty years of age. All the

family for generations have been members
of the Catholic Church.
Ferdinand A. Duding grew up in his native

township, and owing to the early death of his

father he had to become self-supporting at a

very early age. He was still only a youth
when in 1870 he bought eighty acres of wild
land and he cut the first stick of timber on

this property. Persistent toil early and late

and good judgment brought their sure reward,
and in time he had not only a good farm but
had increased its area to a 120 acres. Before
he left the farm he had given it a fine set of

building improvements, including a barn 40
by 90 feet, and a nine-room house with full

basement.
In March, 1905, Mr. Duding retired to

Hamler and bought a good home on Belton

Street. He also owns other property in the

village. Before leaving the farm he had reared
most of his children to manhood and woman-
hood and liad given them such advantages that

they were capable of making their own way
in the world. Mr. Duding was married in

1872 in Pleasant Township at Pleasant Bend
to Miss Catherine Deimer. She was born in

that locality January 26, 1851, and was reared

and educated tliere. Her parents were Ger-

man Catholic people and were among the

earliest settlers of Henrv' County. Her
father John Deimer died alDOut twenty years

ago when quite old, and her mother Margaret
Deimer died in 1913 within three months of

ninety years of age. Both were active mem-
liers of the Sacred Heart Catholic Church and
had helped to build the first log church, also

the first frame edifice and later the substan-

tial brick church which is still in use.

On the home farm Mr. and Mrs. Duding
reared their family of nine children, as fol-

lows : John and I\Iary, deceased ; Catherine

;

Agnes ; Charles: Mary; Michael F., who is

now in the United States navy; and Lena.

All the children are married except Michael.

Mr. and I\Irs. Duding are active members of

St. Paul's Catholic Church. He has always
concerned himself with local affairs, served

seven years as township school trustee and
six years as trustee of his township and has

filled various other offices. He is a democrat
in polities.

W^TLLiAM S. Ri'noLPH. It is more than

thirty years since William S. Rudolph arrived

in Henry County and undertook the task of

making a home. He was fresh from the

northeast districts of West Virginia and was
well educated, having taught school for a time

in his native state. In Henry County his

activities have been chiefly identified with

farming, and he owns one of the well improved
and valuable places in Richfield Town.ship.

His birth occurred in Hampshire County,
West Virginia. May 10, 1855. He comes of a

very hardy and thrifty stock, originally trans-
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planted from Germany. His grandfather,

George Rudolph, Sr., was a native of Germany
and came to this country perhaps about the

close of the Revolutionary war. He located

first in Pennsylvania and afterward moved to

Virginia. At Harper's Ferry he married
Christena Hotspeler, who was also a native of

Germany. For several years they lived in

Frederick County, Virginia, where George
Rudolph was a charcoal worker. From there

they moved to Hampshire County, in what
was then Western Virginia but is now the

State of West Virginia. George Rudolph
made a comfortable living as a farmer, hunter
and manufacturer of applejack and lived to

be seventy-five years of age. His wife .sur-

vived him and died about the close of the

Civil war, when very old. Both were active

members of the Lutheran Church. Of their

children who reached maturity there were
Katie, Adam, Jacob, George, jr., Elizabeth,

Elijah, Joseph, Peggy, Polly, Barbara and
Sylvester. All of these married except Bar-
bara, who herself lived to be eighty years of

age. All of them lived in what is now West
Virginia.

George Rudolph, Jr., was born in Hamp-
shire County, West Virginia, on Mutton Run,
in 1810. He grew up on his father's old farm.
He and his brother Joseph became noted all

over the country side as local hunters. They
killed hundreds of deer and other wild game,
and the fruits of this sport furnished most
of the meat for the support of their house-
hold. Another brother, Adam, in 1859 had an
adventure with a panther in one of the recess

regions of Pady Mountains of Virginia.

It was one of the largest specimens of this

animal ever killed in the Allegheny Moun-
tains. The panther had retreated to a cave-

like place, and in order to shoot him Adam was
suspended head down over a precipice, being
held by his legs by three men. A description

of the incident was written up and published
a number of years ago in Harper's Magazine.
Adam was one of the noted hunters of Vir-
ginia and West Virginia. The Rudolphs
nearly all presented splendid types of physical
manhood, and all the children in that genera-
tion except two stood over six feet high.

George Rudolph, Jr., died at the age of fifty-

one in his native county. He was married
there to Catherine Litler, who was born in

Hardy County, on the Capen River in Virginia
about 1812. She died before her husband.
Both were followers of the faith established
by Martin Luther. Tlieir ehildi-en were named

James ; Jane ; Jacob ; Ann J. ; John ; Nathan,
who died after his marriage; Mary, who also

died after marriage; and George and Wil-
liam S.

The youngest of the family, William S. Ru-
dolph grew up in his native county. At the
age of twenty-one he went west to Iowa.
While in that state he was accidentally shot
through the arm, and after this injury he re-

turned to Virginia and took up his neglected
studies in an academy in the Shenandoah
Valley. Having thus qualified, he began work
as a teacher, and subsequently sold goods as
a merchant at Kearnstown, Virginia.

In 1883, leaving his business interests, he
came to Ohio and bought a tract of wild and
new land in section 2 of Richfield Township
of Henry County. The suljstantial place he
now holds in the community by reason of his

fine farm and his record as a citizen and man
has been won as a result of .strenuous exer-

tion, particularly in the early yeai-s, arid it

was neces.sary to clear and develop practically
every foot of the fine farm he now owns.
Along with other improvements he put up
some substantial barns and has a good seven-
room house. Another feature of his farm is

an excellent orchard.

After coming to Henry County Mr. Rudolph
married Miss Mary E. Kistner. She was born
near Huron, Ohio, Jlay 12, 1864, and when
three years of age was brought to Henry
County by her parents, Joseph and Elizabeth
(Kritzer) Kistner. Her father was born in

Mecklenberg, Germany, and when twelve
years of age came with his parents and other
members of the family on a sailing vessel to

America. The vessel was twelve weeks in

making the voyage. The Kistners located in

Huron County, Ohio, and Joseph's parents,
who were farming people, died at Sandusky.
Joseph Kistner gi-ew to manhood in Erie
County, and was married at Huron to Eliza-

beth Kritzer, of the same county and of Ger-
man parentage. In 1869 the Kistners came to

Henry County, and Joseph Kistner cleared

up a home of eighty acres in Richfield Town-
ship, and in section 1 of that township he and
his wife still live, aged respectively seventy-

four and sixt.y-nine years. They were reared
in the faith of the Lutheran Church, but are

now identified with the Christian Union
Church. ]\Ir. Kistner is a democrat. Mr. and
Mrs. Rudolph and their family are active

members of Bethany Christian Union Church.
His polities is democratic, and in a way of

public service he has filled the office of justice
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of the peace in his township for three years.

He and his wife have a household of energetic

and wholesome young people. Their oldest

son, Grover, was educated in the high school

and now lives in Canada. George W. died as

an infant. Grace, at home, is a graduate of

music from the American College of Music at

Toledo, and for a number of years has taught
musie, having begun teaching when sixteen.

Maude is a graduate of the high school and
is now teaching at JlcClure, Ohio. H. Clifton

is a farmer at Gull Lake in Canada. Joseph
Elzar lives at home and helps his father with

the farming. Elsie E. is also at home. The
j'ounger children, still in school, are Walter
B., John Carlton and Bruce D.

David Alfonso Collins. The man who
stays at home, is content to work quietly in

the community which has known him since

childhood, and is never led astray by the rest-

lessness of American life, deserves a special

credit. Invariabh- he is a factor in making
a better community and in upholding those

institutions of home, church and school which
are the very basis and framework of American
society.

An illustration of this type of citizen is

David Alfonso Collins of Marion Township,
Henry County. He was born on the farm he
now occupies and has never recognized a suf-

ficient reason to seek either fame or fortune

beyond the horizon which he knew as a boy.

He was the youngest in a family of thirteen

children born to Michael and Bridget (Shehe)
Collins. Both parents were natives of County
Limerick, Ireland. His mother was born in

Ballingary and for several generations her

people had been farmers there and also were
delegated with the duty of keeping the local

postoffice, and some of the family still live

there and have the same official responsibili-

ties. Both the Collins and Shehe families

were devout adherents of the Catholic Church,
and those who have come to America have
been likewise faithful in their religious devo-

tions and the Collinses in Henry County have
done much to maintain ancl foster their

church. Bridget Shehe 's parents spent all

their lives in County Limerick. They were
Roger and Bridget Shehe and both died there

while quite old.

Michael Collins was the son of Patrick and
Mary Collins. His father died in Ireland soon
after ilichael came to the United States. The
children subsequently sent for their widowed
mother and she came and died at the home of

her daughter in Parkersburg, West Virginia.

Michael Collins was about grown when he
set out with his sister Mrs. John Welsh and
her husband to the land of opportunity ii.

America. They made the voyage by sailing

vessel, were some forty-eight or fifty days in

crossing the ocean and first landed in Canada.
From there Michael Collins came to the United
States and after his marriage to Bridget Shehe
came to Crawford County, Ohio. There he
worked as a laborer for tlie Pittsburgh Rail-

road during its construction, being employed
in tlie gravel pits. For some years he lived

at Lee.sville. While there five children were
born to him and his wife, three of whom died
in infancy.

With the two remaining children, John and
Mary, who were still very young, Michael Col-

lins and wife set out with one team and all

their earthly possessions to find a new home
in Henry County. They selected as their loca-

tion a tract of land in section 13 of Marion
Township. This land is included in Mr. David
A. Collins' fine farm. At that time Marion
Township was in the midst of the wilderness,

and the Collinses were among the first to ven-

ture into that section. Michael's wife's sister

Nora and her husband James Joyce had pre-

viously located in Marion Township and had
built themselves a log cabin. The Joyces
and Collinses were among the first settlers

there' and on all sides around them extended
the woods and swamps for miles. In the woods
could be found abundance of game such as

deer and turkey. Mrs. Joyce one day found a

deer in her dooryard and w^as able to kill it

with a club. It was a plucky undertaking, but
pioneer women were equal to such things.

The two families worked hard and underwent
many privations before they had the comforts
of real homes. Michael Collins bought fifty-

two acres as a homestead, and the ground was
so low and swampy that it was with infinite

pains and difficulty that it became possible to

raise crops for several years. When he planted
corn he would ridge up the ground around the

hills so as to drain off the water. There was
abundance of timber and fuel, but in order to

get it dried liefore burning the logs would be

piled up one above the other so that only the

lower tier would be under water. The Col-

lins family lived in their first log cabin home
seventeen years. In the meantime the area
of cultivation had been steadily extended, and
as a result of their work in draining and
similar work performed by other settlers the

country became more open, was more habit-
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able, and healthy, and conditions were grad-

uallj- transformed for the better. Jlichael Col-

lins paid only $2.50 an acre for his first land,

but subsequently when he bought another
eighty acres it cost him $1,000. In 1875 he
was suiBciently well off to put up a substantial

frame residence, and in that home and with

ample comforts for his later years he died

September 12, 1889, at the age of sixty-four.

His widow sun'ived him until 1907 and was
more than eighty years of age when she passed
away. Both had attended as regularly as

possible the Sacred Heart Catholic Church
eight miles away and .subsequently they as-

sisted in organizing and supporting St. Paul's

Catholic Church at Hamler, where they could

worship more conveniently. Both were good
Christian people, hard workers, and Michael
Collins was a radical democrat.
David A. Collins was one of the children

born to his parents after they came to Henry
County. The oldest John R. of Toledo has

four daughters and one son ; Maiy, deceased,

was the life of James Cavanaugh and she left

four children; Bridget is the wife of Frank
Collins of TifRn and they have a son and sis

daughters; Stephen is a farmer in Marion
Township in section 15 near Hamler, and is the

father of two sons, one of whom, Frank, is

now serving as a private in the United States

army on the Mexican border; Ella is the wife

of Thomas P. Kelley, in the insurance "busi-

ness at Leipsic, Ohio, and they have three

sons and one daughter: IMargaret married W.
J. Long, a farmer in section 14 of Marion
Township and has a son and three daughters

;

]Michael is represented on other pages of this

history; David A. and some that died in in-

fancy.

David Alfonso Collins was born November
21, 1872. He grew up in Marion Township,
attended the local schools, and while he has
never strayed far from his birthplace he has
nevertheless shown remarkable energj- and has
developed one of the fine farm homes in that

section. Altogether he acquired 240 acres of

land but gave one acre for a sehoolhouse. All

this land is now in cultivation except ten acres,

all is thoroughly drained and fenced, and the

building improvements are among the best

found in that section. He has a large barn,

the main part 38 by 86 feet, with an L 36 by
56 feet. It is used both for his stock and
grain, and he has several cribs and other out-

buildings. Mr. Collins and family reside in

a comfortable rural home, a two-storv house
containing ten rooms and basement, and built

of white cement block. Many town homes
have not nearly so many practical comforts
and conveniences. The house is lighted by
the much advertised Delco system of elec-

tricity and is heated with hot air furnace.
Mr. Collins was married in Marion Town-

ship to Miss Theresa Deters, who was born in

Putnam County in Liberty Township, and
grew up and was educated there. Her parents
were Frank and ilary (Meyer) Deters, both
natives of Ohio but of German parentage.
They were married in Putnam County and
now live retired in the Village of Hamler,
owning a farm of fifty acres near that town.
Both ]\Ir. and Mrs. Deters are members of

St. Paul's Catholic Church at Hamler. He
was a democrat. I\Irs. Collins was one of five

children. Her sister Lizzie is the wife of

John Bussing of Hamler and the mother of

three daughters. IMrs. Collins' twin brother
Joseph is a farmer in Richfield Township of

Henry Countj-, and is married and has seven
children. Her sister Anna is the wife of Lee
Connor of Hamler and they have a family of

four sons and a daughter. George Deters is

a blacksmith at Hamler and is married and
has one daughter.

Mr. and llrs. Collins take great pride in

their own children, and have done their best

to supply them with those influences that are

part of a good home and also with good educa-
tions. Pearl, the oldest, is a graduate of the

Hamler High School and is now giving his

assistance to his father in the management of

the farm. Edward, usually called Ned, is six-

teen years old and has finished his school

course. Maurice is fourteen, Mildred is

eleven, and Owen is seven, all these younger
children being still in school. All the family
are members of St. Paul's Catholic Church at

Hamler. Mr. Collins is affiliated with the

Knights of Columbus and the Catholic Knights
of Ohio and has held offices in the Modern
"Woodmen of America. In polities he is true

to the faith in which he was reared, demo-
cratic.

Fr.vnk CRO^^-ELL. While the rich and fer-

tile agricultural district' of Damascus Town-
ship in Henry County is under consideration,

some reference .should be made to one of the

vigorous and progressive younger farmers of

that section, ]\Ir. Frank Crowell, who has prac-

tically spent his life on the farm where he

now lives.

He was born near Fremont, Ohio. August
24, 1875, and was six years of age when his
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parents came to Damascus Township. He is

a son of Samuel A. and Christiana (Wait-

man) Crowell. In 1881 these parents bought

901/2 acres of land in Damascus Township. It

was comparatively new land at the time and
the improvements which now make it so val-

uable are almost entirely the results of the

enterprise of the Crowell family. Some of the

land was low, and that has been drained. A
large amount of fencing has been done and
the buildings are of the best and most sub-

stantial character. A large barn 40 by 80 feet

is itself an index of the kind of farming that

is practiced. This barn was erected in 1904
and the house in 1905. Mr. Frank Crowell
and family now reside in a cement block house
of eight rooms with basement.

It was in 1912 that Frank Crowell bought
the farm from his parents, who then retired

and has since lived in Fremont, where they
own considerable valuable property. Mr.
Samuel Crowell was born in Sandusky County,
Ohio, in 1849. His father Adam Crowell was
a native of Virginia, came to Sandusky County
in the early days, and not only made a good
farm there but liberally provided for his

family. He died at the age of sixty years.

He was three times married, had children by
each wife, and Adam was a son of his mar-
riage to Miss Remsburg.
Samuel Crowell and wife had two sons.

The son Charles now lives on a fann in Damas-
cus Township and by his marriage to Jessie

Winner has three children, Walter, Virgil and
Deloris.

Frank Crowell grew up in Henry County,
attended the local schools and learned how
to farm under his father's direction. In the

past four years he has demonstrated his

ability to more than make a living on his farm,
and he is one of the young men who are build-

ing up the reputation of Henry County as a

grain and stock center.

In hist home township and county he mar-
ried Miss JTaude King. She was born on the

old King farm in Damascus Township and is

a daughter of Samuel and Mary (Adams)
King. Her parents were born in Ohio, were
married in Sanduskj' County, in 1871 came to

Damascus Township of Henry County. Mr.
King has been one of the thrifty farmers of

this section, and he still owns and occupies the

beautiful home in section 8 south of the ]Mau-

mee River. He is now seventy-seven years of

age, has financial independence, and enjoys to

the full his many comforts and blessings. His

good wife died at her home June 9, 1910. She
was born November 3, 1843.

j\Ir. and Mrs. Frank Crowell have three

bright and interesting children : Arthur, aged
twelve, in the fifth grade of the public schools

;

Alverda, aged ten, in the third grade; and
Alice, who is four years of age.

Feed Orthwein. While his activities have
at times led him into other fields of endeavor,

the stable occupation of farming has enlisted

the earlier as well as later interests of Fred
Orthwein. whose successful career has been

worked out largely in Henry County and in

Marion Township. People in that section

know Mr. Orthwein for his sterling worth,

for the prosperity he has gained as a farmer,

and for the competent citizenship and public

spirit which he has displayed at every point.

Mr. Orthwein was born in Bueyrus, Ohio,

May 25, 1857. He is of German ancestry.

His father, Fred Orthwein, Sr., was born in

Hesse Darmstadt in 1829, and died in Mon-
roe Township of Henry County July 7, 1886.

When young people his parents lived in Ger-

many, were farmei*s there, and as a family

they have all been Lutherans. Fred Orth-
wein, Sr., and his step-brother Jerry, both
unmarried, came to America " in the early

'50s. The voyage was made in a sailing ves-

sel between Hamburg and Baltimore. From
Baltimore they came westward to Crawford
County, Ohio, locating at Bueyrus, where
Jerry followed his trade of carpenter and
Fred became a well digger. The latter was
married in that locality to Miss Anna B.

Bohler, who was born in Wurtemberg, Ger-

many, in 1834. Her parents spent all their

lives on a Wurtemberg farm. She and her
brother George, her sister Catherine and two
other sisters, both of whom had married in

Germany, came to America in the times of sail-

ing vessels, landing at Baltimore proceeded
westward to Bueyrus, Ohio. There she and
her brother and sisters who were still single,

married, and all of them are now deceased

except Mrs. Fred Orthwein, who is living

at the age of eighty-four and is remarkably
well preserved in all her faculties. She makes
her home with her daughter, Mrs. Emma
Yacke, in Monroe Township of Henry
County. She is a devout Lutheran, has wor-
shiped in that faith all her life as did also

her husband, and she has a splendid memory
and talks fluently and interestedl.y of earl.y

days in Ohio. Of her children the oldest is

Fred Orthwein. A brief record of the others
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is as follows: Jerry, who died leaving a son

and three daughters; Frank, who occupies

the old farm in Monroe Township and has a

family of three sons and two daughters;

Sarah, wife of William Harms, a Monroe
Township farmer, mother of four sons ; Eliza-

beth, wife of Frank Foster of Elery, Henry
County, and the mother of three sons; ilary,

who married ililton Fox, and lives in Lucas
County, Ohio ; Amanda, wife of Albert Knipp,
a resident of Lima, their family consisting

of a son and daughter ; William, a farmer in

Flatrock Township, married Ella Westen-
hauser, and has two sons and four daughters

;

Jacob is a farmer in Marion Township, and
by his marriage to Anna Rohrs has two sons

;

Emma is the wife of Charles Yaeke of Flat-

rock Township and has a family of sons and
daughters.

Mr. Fred Orthwein grew up in his native

town of Bucyrus, but until 1863, when at the

age of six years, he accompanied his parents

to Henry County. They located in Monroe
Township, where his father immediately pro-

ceeded to develop a tract of wild land. Mr.
Fred Orthwein knows what pioneer existence

is, since a number of his earlier years were
spent in a log cabin home. He had a taste

for mechanics' and tools, and without any
special instruction from others he developed
a high degree of skill a^ a carpenter, and for

a number of years his services were in much
demand for the building of houses and barns
in his section of the state.

In jMay, 1864, ]Mr. Orthwein removed to

Marion Township and with his brother Jerry
bought each forty acres of land in the midst
of the woods. Here again Mr. Orthwein had
a pioneer experience, since he cut down the

trees, cleared away the brush and stumps, and
practically made every acre of soil productive.

He also put up all the buildings on his farm,
and being a practical carpenter he has built

everything with a view to permanence and
excellence. He has a substantial seven-room
modern house, a barn 36 by 78 feet with
20-foot posts, and also has a covered barn-
yard 36 by 48 feet affording a sheltered place

for his stock while feeding. Mr. Orthwein
has steadily prospered since coming to Marion
Township, and now has 200 acres of improved
land and has been successful in growing everj'

crop fitted to this climate.

He has been disposed to co-operate with his

fellow farmers in getting better marketing
facilities, and was one of the early organizers
of the Farmers Elevator at Hamler and one

of its first board of directors. He also served
as a member of the local school board eight

years.

Those who know Jlr. Orthwein would recog-

nize a fatal omission should there be failure

to mention his main divei'sion which is hunt-
ing. Mr. Orthwein has something more than
a local reputation as a hunter of big game. He
has spent a number of seasons in the northern
woods of Michigan and Canada, and his home
has a number of fine trophies, representing
the spoils of his own marksmanship. He has
several mounted deer heads and one of the

finest specimens of moose head ever secured
by a Northwest Ohio hunter. He has gone on
those trips with some of the best of the large

game sportsmen of Ohio, and has a record not
only as a good shot but as a good sportsman in

the best sense of that word.
Mr. Orthwein was married in Monroe Town-

ship, Henry County, to Mary German. She
was born in Harrison Township of that county
December 18, 1863, but he grew up in Monroe
Township, where her parents removed when
she was a small child. She is a daughter of

Adam and Catherine (Pose) German, both
natives of Hesse Darmstadt, Germany. The
German family about 1850 came to America,
their only child at the time being a daughter
Catherine. They made the journey in a sail-

ing vessel and after landing at New York came
west to Crawford County, Ohio, and subse-

quently the father improved a farm in Henry
County. He died in Monroe Township
October 26, 1893, at the age of sixty-six, and
his widow survived him twelve years, being

past eighty when she died.

Mr. and Mrs. Orthwein have five children:

Ida M., born JIarch 2, 1885, married Fred
Barnes and has four children, Hulda L., Mary,
Walter and Frances. A. Pauline is the wife

of William Heckler, and they now live in

jMonroe Township and have a son Harley.

William F. is still at home, assisting his father

in the management of the farm and married

Anna Downer. Francis A. was born January
28, 1895. and is also at home on the farm.

Rudolph was born in 1902 and is a student in

the Hamler High School. All the children

received a good education both in the Eng-
lish and German languages. The family are

members of Emanuel Lutheran Church, while

Mr. Orthwein and his grown sons are demo-
crats in their political affiliations.

Philip March has lived in Henry County
practically all his life. As a boy he recalls
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many of the scenes and incidents which were
typical of pioneer days in Northwestern Ohio.

His father's was one of the early log cabin

homes in Henry County. It was a small house,

and like other pioneers they lived on a plan
of utmost simplicity, but there was a generous
hospitality always shining out from their door,

and the house was much frequented by early

travelers and friends and strangers alike found
a hospitable welcome. Mr. March recalls the

fact that many an Indian as he passed by came
in under the roof and was entertained so as to

have a lasting affection for the members of

the March family.

Since 1908 Mr. Philip March has lived re-

tired in the Village of McClure. However, he
still owns a valuable and well impi-oved farm
of 160 acres in sections 9 and 10 of Damascus
Township. He bought that farm in 1900, and
installed many of the improvements which
now give value to the land. He had previously
owned since 1878 fifty-five acres and seventy
acres in sections 8 and 9 of the same township.
On that land he spent his most active years as

a farmer. Before removing to Damascus
Township he had bought in 1871 forty acres in

Platrock TownshiiJ, and he cleared that up
from the woods and brush, with the excep-

tion of five acres. He lived there four years.

As a resident of Henry County he has also had
his home in Napoleon and Pleasant townships.

Mr. March is a son of Frederick and Re-
becca (Palmer) March. However, his father

spelled the name Martz. Frederick Martz was
born in Alsace, Germany, in 1808 and was of

German ancestry. When he was about of age
he came with his father from Bremen, taking
passage on a sailing vessel that was six months
in making the voyage to New York City. Just
before the ves.sel reached the harbor and while
it was in sight of land the people engaged in a

festive dance and celebration of their approach
to the land of liberty and in the progress of

that dance Frederick's father fell through an
open hatchway, lighting on a chest, and was
instantly killed. His body was brought to

land and was buried in America.
For a while Frederick March lived with his

stepmother in New York State, but then came
on to Ohio and located in Henry County. He
arrived here when everything was new and
just in process of development, and being
without capital he worked out for other people.

Finally he entered 160 acres of wild land in

Pleasant Township, and cleared up a good
farm. His first wife died here, leaving five

children. Two of these children were subse-

quently killed when his home was destroyed
by fire. One other has since died. Sophia
is unmarried and resides in Iowa. Frederick
is living in Defiance County. Frederick
iMarch married for his second wife Miss
Palmer. She died in Pleasant Township in

1862, and in the following year he sold his

land there and removed to Damascus Town-
ship. He was a very vigorous and enterpris-

ing citizen, and enjoyed a long and prosperous
life. He died in Damascus Township in 1892
at the age of eighty-four. In matters of reli-

gion he was a Methodist, and he was a voter

with the whigs until that party went out of

existence and then became a republican. His
children by the second marriage were : George,
Philip, Frank, William, John, Charles, Jacob,
Catherine and one that died in infancy. Jacob
and John died in boyhood. All those who
grew up married.

In Damascus Township Mr. Philip March
married Catherine Adams. She was born in

Sandusky County, Ohio, November 26, 1846,
and was reared and educated in that county.

Her parents Samuel and Sarah (Fought)
Adams were natives of Pennsylvania and of

old Pennsylvania ancestry. After their mar-
riage they removed to Sandusky County, and
Mr. Adams cleared up a farm in that section

and lived there until his death at the age of

eighty-four. His wife died when past sixty-

five, and their fourteen children all grew up,
six sons and eight daughters, all of them mar-
ried and all became heads of families. Those
still living are Harriet, William, Mi'S. March,
Isaac and Isabel.

Mr. and Mrs. March became the parents of

five children. Susanna, the wife of Sherman
Meyers, lives in Washington Township of

Henry County and has children named Arilla,

Gay, Catherine, Abbie, Joseph and Charles.

Ellen is the wife of Harley Wolf, a Damascus
Township farmer, and she has children named
Clifford, Pearl, Elsie, Rollins, Fred, Grace,

Dale and Nora. William, who farms his

father's homestead, married Delia Davis,

daughter of John Davis, and has a daughter
Catherine. Elizabeth died, aged eight years.

Guy Oscar, who was educated in the public

schools of Damascus Township, is an active

farmer there, and by his marriage to Louisa
Keller had one child, a daughter, that died
when one week old. Mr. and Mrs. March are

active members of the United Brethren
Church. Mrs. March is a member of the Local
Lodge of the Knights of Pythias at McClure
and has passed all the chairs in the lodge.
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In polities he has alwaj'S been a republican and
is one of the influential members of the party

in his section of the county. He has held the

office of township trustee and other places

of local honor and responsibility.

Henry Benien. When a man possesses

energy, good judgment and integrity of prin-

ciple, and finds his real work and niche of use-

fulness earl.y in life, his success is practically

assured. One of the most prosperous men of

Hamler in Henry County is Henry Benien,

who began his career with more disadvantages

than advantages, and has had to make his

own way against the current of circumstances

since early boyhood.
Though a resident of Henry County since

early childhood Mr. Benien was born in Han-
over, Germany, April 4, 1870. His people

have lived in Hanover for generations, has

been as a rule of the agricultural class, and
all of them were faithful adherents of the

Lutheran Church. His grandfather died in

the old country in the prime of life, and
his widow survived him many years. Their

only child was Jurgen Henry Benien, who
was bom in 1834. Left fatherless at an
early age he grew up with his mother,

and being her only support was exempted
from military service. After reaching man-
hood he married a neighbor girl. Miss
Mary Lunsman, who was born in the same
province and was eight months older than
he. Both had been confirmed in the same
Lutheran Church. They continued to live in

the old country and while there four chil-

dren were bom: Anna, Fred, Mary and
Henry. In August, 1874, the little family
left Bremen and crossing the ocean to Bal-

timore from there proceeded westward to

Napoleon, Ohio. They were comparatively
poor and they had to make the best of their

opportunities. Going into Freedom Town-
ship they lived there for six years and then
removed to Monroe Township, where the

father leased forty acres of wild land from
Fred Badenhop. This land was part of the
wild and undrained swamp, and presented
endless obstacles to ciiltivation and clearing.

The father lived thei-e for eight years and in

that time had cleared up the land and made it

productive. These eight years the family lived
in a log cabin 22 by 30 feet. After renting
it for seven years "the father bought eighty
acres in section 5 of Bartlow Township, and
subsequently added another forty acres. He
had the entire tract improved and was living

in comfortable circumstances at the time of

his death on January 10, 1916. His wife died

at the old home in 1908. They were devout
members of the Lutheran Church and the

father became a republican in national politics.

They were hard working people and endured
cheerfully the many privations necessary to

be undergone while establishing homes for

themselves and their children. After they

came to this country one daughter was born,

Sophia. Those now living of the children are

Sophia, Henry and Fred, all of whom are

married and have families of their own.
Henry Benien grew up in Henry County

from the age of four years and acquired his

education in the local schools. He learned

how to work, and industry has been the key-

note to his gradually growing success.

At Holgate on June 15, 1904, he married
Miss Anna Meyer. Mrs. Benien was born in

Hanover, Germany, September 8, 1878. and
was brought to the United States in 1882.

Her parents, Fred and Christina (Kruger)
IMeyer located in Monroe Township of Henry
County. A month after they reached there

Fred Me.yer died at the age of thirty-two,

leaving two children, Mrs. Benien and her
brother, Herman ]\Ieyer. Herman Me3-er is

a successful merchant at Holgate and by his

marriage to Minnie Voigt has three children.

I\Irs. Benien 's mother married for her second
husband Henry Meyer, a brother of her first

husband. Henry Meyer came to America at

the age of eighteen, enlisted in the United
States navy and served as an ordinary sea-

man for twentj- years. During that time he
was through the Civil war. They now live at

Holgate, Mr. Meyer being seventy-four and
his wife sixty-two. They are Lutherans and
]Mr. Meyer is a republican.

Since his marriage Mr. Benien has been
located at Hamler and has carried on opera-

tions as a dealer in lands and has also sup-

plied most of the pumps and windmills sold

to the farmers and citizens of that section of

Henry County-. He has shown exceptional

judgment in the choice of his investments,

whether for himself or for his customers. IMr.

Benien now owns 242 acres of well improved
land, divided into three separate farms, each

having a complete set of farm buildings. He
also owns thirteen lots in Hamler and has a

very comfortable home there.

Mr. and Mrs. Benien liave five children

:

Vera, who died at the age of seven months;
Donald H., born July 20, 1906, and now in

the fifth grade of the public schools; Arleta
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H., born December 29, 1908, and in the third

grade ; Esther A., born February 20, 1911

;

and Paul J., born July 30, 1913. The family

are all members of the Lutheran Church. Mr.
Benien is a democratic voter and takes both

an intelligent and public spirited part in the

affairs of his home community.

Fred Gluss is a member of the firm Gluss
Brothers, cement roof and block works, at

Hamler, Ohio. The business is conducted
under the corporate title of Cement Construc-
tion Company. The present firm succeeded
the old American Cement Roofing Company's
plant at Hamler, and since 1911 has carried

on the business themselves, manufacturing
cement roofing tile, cement building blocks,

and furnishing all kinds of cement material
and also engaging in an extensive business as

cement contractors. The American Cement
Roofing Company was a large corporation
handling chiefly the New Era cement roofing

machines, and established a plant at Hamler
largely for demonstration purposes. Having
effected those purposes the company then sold

the plant to the Gluss Brothers.

The Gluss Brothers have extended the busi-

ness rapidly since they took active control,

and have gone beyond the manufacturing end
into the contracting work. As contractors
they build county and state roads, public
bridges, and have the facilities and the organ-
ization enabling them to handle almost any
size or kind of contract in this line. Among
the work now in operation is 7i4 miles of

16-foot cement roads in Miami County, Ohio.

They also constructed a large bridge over the

Auglaize River at Auglaize in Allen County,
a bridge 214 feet long. Their plant at Hamler
includes a main building 67 by 74 feet, and
also much warehouse space, the buildings alto-

gether occupying 110 by 130 grounds.
The Gluss Brothers have been for twenty-

four years engaged in the cement trade, since

1893. Mr. Fred Gluss was secretary, treas-

urer and manager from 1907 to 1911 of the

American Cement Roofing Company, and was
one of its organizers and directors. He and
his brothers have constracted many private
houses in Henry County, using their cement
block and roofing material, and have also

built themselves fine homes in Hamler. Mr.
Fred Gluss has a model twelve room residence,

with a veranda extending fifty feet on the

front and sides. All the brothers are men
of great enterprise and are doing exceedingly
well.

The Gluss Brothers were all born in Neuen-
kirchen in Hanover, Germany. Their people
were Hanoverians and Lutherans. The
father, Fred Gluss, Sr., was a brick mason by
trade. It was in 1891 that Fred Gluss came
to Hamler, and was shortly followed by his

uncle, William Gluss, and also by the brother,
August W. Gluss, who is now a member of
the firm of Gluss Brothers. The uncle was a
patentee of the special cement process, and
brought his patent to America and with the
aid of his nephews turned the patented
process to good account. The Gluss Brothers
have since acquired the American interests

of their uncle, who, being unable to persuade
his family to come to America, and having
left considerable business interests in Ger-
many, finally returned to that Country.
The parents of the Gluss Brothers, Fred

and Sophia (Koster) Gluss, have spent their

lives in Hanover, where the father died in

1894 at the age of fifty. His widow is still

living in the same old homestead and is now
fifty-eight years of age. Besides the three
brothers in the firm of Gluss Brothers there
is another, Ernest T., who also came to

America. All the brothers are now married
except William.

Mr. Fred Gluss was married in Freedom
Township of Henry County to Miss Catherine
Koepke, whose parents were German people,
coming respectively from Prussia and Ba-
varia, and now living on the fine farm in

Henry County where Mrs. Gluss was born
March 8, 1882. She grew up there and re-

ceived her education in the local schools. Mr.
and Mrs. Gluss have no children. They are
members of the Lutheran church and all the
brothers are democrats in politics.

The firm of Glu.ss Brothers comprises Fred,
William and August W. Gluss. Mr. Fred
Gluss has taken a great interest in the civic

improvement of Hamler and has served as

president of the Hamler Commercial Club.

R. J. Perry. It is the opinion of his many
friends in Henry County, especially about
McClure, and the opinion is well .justified by
the results, that Rollo J. Perry, as he is

familiarly known, has an ability amounting
almost to genius as a salesman. The adequate
and satisfying success which he has won in

life has come from farming, stock feeding
and the sale of agricultural implements and
automobiles.

For the past twelve years he has been in

business at MeClure, handling all kinds of im-
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plements used by the farming community,

and also is local representative for the Buick

and Ford automobiles. He is also owner of a

small farm, especially improved and arranged

for the purpose of feeding hogs and cattle.

He has a large silo, and conducts his farm as

a stock feeding place, and as this is a busi-

ness to which he was trained from boyhood,

it has been a valuable adjunct to his pros-

perity.

Mr. Perry was born in Damascus Town-

ship of Henry County July 28, 1875, was

reared and educated on a farm, and in that

community has been doing for himself for

the past twenty years.

His parents are James D. and Elizabeth

(Weaver) Perry. The father was Horn in

Virginia an'd the mother in Ohio, but she also

was of Virginia ancestry. The respective

families came to *Henry County in the very

early days. James Perry grew up and mar-

ried here, and he and his wife have since lived

on the original Weaver homestead in section

23 of Damascus Township. James Perry was

born in 1848 and his wife in 1851. Both are

actively identified with the Christian Union

Church, and politically the family as a whole

have been democrats. ' There were four chil-

dren : R. J. ; Lottie, who lives at home ;
Dora,

who is the wife of John Campbell, now of

Grand Rapids, Ohio, and she is the mother of

one daughter, Virginia; and Alice, wife of

Joseph Older, also of Grand Rapids.

At Lima Mr. Rollo J. Perry married Zelma

Highshew. She was born in Fulton County,

Ohio, January 20, 1878, and is a woman of

exceptional talent and culture. She was edu-

cated both in Henry and Allen counties, and

is a very proficient musician, and taught that

art for some time before her marriage and

also for sis years after she linked her destiny

with Mr. Perry. Her parents, Zachariah and

Edna (Crew)" Highshew, were both born in

Fulton County, Ohio, grew up there, but were

married in Henry County. They established

their home on a farm in Fulton County, and

some years later moved to Allen County,

where Mrs. Highshew died in 1896, at the age

of forty-two. Mr. Highshew now makes his

home with his daughter, Mrs. Perry.

Mrs. Perry is an active member of the

Lutheran Church. They have only one child

of their own, Evelyn, who is now attending

school. They have also adopted a nephew of

Mrs. Perry, Clay Margaret, who is now eight

years of age and is also in school.

MicHiVEL E. Collins. Marion Township
in Henry County has many long and inter-

esting associations with the Collins family.

They have lived in the county for nearly sev-

enty years, and when they came practically

all of Marion Township was in the midst of

the heavy woods. It would be impossible to

describe in brief space the labors, trials, vexa-

tions, hardships and privations endured by
the Collins family while getting firmly estab-

lished in this section of the wilderness.

Michael E. Collins is one of the younger gen-

eration, was born and reared in Henry county,

and for over twenty years has managed a

productive farm in his home township near
Hamler.
He is a son of the late iliehael Collins, Sr.,

who was born in County Limerick, Ireland, in

1823. For generations before him his Irish

ancestors had lived in County Limerick, and
all of them as far back as the reckoning goes

were loyal and devout Catholics. ]Michael

grew up in Ireland, and was po.ssibly the first

of his family to come to America. He made
the voyage on a sailing vessel and after a

number of weeks landed in New York City,

coming on w-est to Ohio and first locating in

Crawford County. He lived there for some
years and during that time was employed on
railroads and also in gravel pits as a worker.

While there he met and married Bridget
Shehe, their marriage taking place at Wooster
in Wayne County. She was also a native of

County Limerick, born February 1, 1827.

She came when a girl to the United States,

and it is believed that she came all alone.

She found a home in Wooster, Ohio, and lived

there until her marriage. Two children were
born to them in Crawford County, John and
Mary. Mary died in Henry County the wife

of James Cavanaugh, leaving three sons and
one daughter. John is now a retired farmer
living at Toledo and has a son and four

daughters.

After the birth of these children Michael

Collins Sr. brought his family to Henry
County and bought a tract of land in the

wild and swampy district of section 13,

Marion Township. He and his wife had only

the simple and rude comforts of a log cabin

home. The ground was low, and he raised his

first crops of corn by heaping up mounds of

earth and planting the grain above the level

of the waters. It took time and patience to

get a home, but Michael Collins had those

qualities in a preeminent degree, and after

some years he saw the land thoroughly
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drained. His first purchase was fifty-two

acres, and after getting this in a fair way to

improvement he bought eighty acres more and
lived to see it all drained, fenced and divided

into fields that produced the maximum of

crops for this section. In fact the Collins

farm has for years been one of the best grain

growing propositions in Henry County. The
old homestead is now owned and occupied by
his son, David A. Both parents died on the

old farm. Michael passed away September

12, 1889, and his widow survived him until

May 31, 1907. They were among the most

prominent early members of the Sacred Heart

Catholic Church, and traveled a number of

miles in order to worship with the congrega-

tion. About thirty years ago they transferred

their membership to St. Paul's Catholic

Church at Hamler, and were eonimunieaiits

there during their last years. Michael Collins

was a democrat in politics. After they came
to Henry County several other children were

born. Bridget married Frank Collins, and
they now live at Tiffin in Seneca County,

where Mr. Collins is a business man, and
their family consists of six daughters and
one son. Stephen A. is a farmer in Marion
Township and by his marriage to Tersia

Stewart of Putnam County has two sons.

Ella married T, Price Kelley, a retired

farmer and insurance man at Leipsic, Ohio,

and has three sons and one daughter. Mar-
garet is the wife of William J. Long of

Marion Township and the mother of three

daughters and one son. The next in age is

Michael E. Collins, and the youngest is

David Alfonso, who has already been men-
tioned as the owner of the old homestead in

Marion Township. David A. married Theresa
Deters of Putnam County and has four sons

and one daughter.

Michael E. Collins was born on the old

home farm April 26, 1870, and that place

was the scene of his early childhood joys and
experiences. He attended the common
schools and made no mistake in choosing a

career as an agriculturist. In April, 1894,
having sold his interests in the old homestead,
he bought 105 acres of rich and fertile land
in section 14 of Marion Township. It was a
fairly good farm when he bought it, but
twenty years have witnessed many improve-
ments and changes, and the farm is worth
several times as much as what he paid for it.

He has done much to give it better drainage,
has built substantial fences, and has a fine

group of building improvements. His barn

is 33 by 45 feet, surrounded with cribs, gran-
aries and implement shelters. His home is a

modern place of ten rooms. He not only
grows crops but raises good stock, including
some of the best examples of Chester White
swine found in Henry County.

Mr. Collins was married in Lucas Countj^,

Ohio, near Toledo, to Miss Frances Long.
She was born and reared there, and her
father, George Long, came from Germany
when a child with his parents and grew up in

Lucas" County, where he married Helen C.

Lowrey. They spent the rest of their lives

in Lucas County, and George Long was a well

known and substantial farmer there. They
were both very active in membership with
St. Patrick's Catholic Church at Providence,
and were members when the church was
erected in 1845.

Mr. and Mrs. Collins have good reason to

be proud of their children, some of whom are
still at home attending school and others have
found niches of usefulness in the world.
George C, the oldest, completed his educa-
tion at Hamler, and is showing some of his

father's capacity as a farmer on the home
place. Michael M., after attending public

schools, graduated from the business college

at Lima and is now bookkeeper for the
Farmers' Elevator at Hamler. E. Glenn was
born December 6, 1899, and has already com-
pleted the course of the common schools.

D. Donald was born December 7, 1902, and is

now a student in the high school. Florence
F. was born November 21, 1908, and the
voungest, Mary L., was born December 7,

1910. The family worship in St. Paul's
Catholic Church at Hamler. Besides his

farming interests Mr. Collins is a director in

the Farmers Elevator at Plamler. He served
two terms on the board of tax revision. He is

af&liated with the Knights of Columbus and
the Modern Woodmen of America and has
held offices in both these orders, and is also

a member of the Catholic Knights of Ohio.

Joseph Dietrick has made his success as a
practical farmer and is one of the live and
progressive citizens of Marion Township in

Henry County. At different times in his

career he has been honored with townshi))

offices, and his dependability has been a prom-
inent characteristic in all his relations.

He was born in Marion Township of Henry
County August 21, 1865. His family record
introduces a number of names that have
long been prominently associated with this
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section of Ohio. His fatlier, Mathias J.

Dietrick, was born in Prussia, Germany, in

March, 1840. The family had been residents

of Prussia for generations and were of Cath-

olic stock. The parents of Mathias were

Joseph and :\Iary M. (Thomas) Dietrick.

When Mathias J. was four years of age in

1844, the family set out for the United States

from Bremen. They were three months in

crossing the ocean to New York City. One
daughter died while on the voyage and was
buried at sea. Another child had died in

Prussia, and still another died soon after

they came to this country, being accidentally

burned to death. Mathias was the youngest

of the family, and the only one to grow up.

For a short time the Dietricks lived in Cleve-

land, Ohio, and then moved to Avon in

Lorain County, Ohio.

Mathias J. Dietrick spent most of his youth

in Lorain County, acquired his education in

the schools there, and when about grown he

came with his parents to Henry County, lo-

cating on seventy-five acres in section 20 of

Marion Township. Their home is in Sacred

Heart Parish of the Catholic Church, and
they and their family connections have long

been prominently identified with that parish.

When the family came to Henry County they

made a home in the midst of the woods, and
a log cabin served as their first habitation.

Their land was in the midst of the black

swamp. They used some of the primitive

methods of tiling this land and making it

profitable for agricultural purposes. Joseph
Dietrick and his wife died in Henry County
about thirty years ago. He was seventy-three

and she about seventy. They were laid to

rest in the Sacred Heart Cemetery. After he

came to this country Joseph Dietrick affiliated

with the democratic party.

After the death of his parents Mathias J.

Dietrick succeeded to the old farm, and he

still lives there, being now seventy-six years

of age. He is quite feeble in health, that

being the result of an injury he received while

engaged in his trade as a carpenter. He fol-

lowed carpentry until five years after his mar-
riage, and since that time has been engaged
in general farming. Mathias Dietrick mar-
ried Miss Catherine Schwabla, who was born
at New Bavaria in Henry Countv, June 6,

1841. She died January 11, 1909^ She was
one of the oldest natives of Henry County
and represented one of the earliest German
families to settle here. She was a woman of

-very thrifty habits and of most capable char-

acter. Her parents came from Germany, her
father a native of Baden and her mother of

Rhenish Bavaria. They were married in this

country, and her father died at New Bavaria
in 1854 when in the prime of life. His death
left his widow with four young children, Mrs.
Catherine Dietrick, the oldest, being only
thirteen years of age. Her mother succeeded
in keeping her household together and reared
her daughters until they were well estab-

lished in homes of their own. She died in

1S85 when past seventy j'cars of age. This
family were also devout membere of the

Catholic Church.
Joseph Dietrick was the oldest in a family

of eight children. All of them are still living

and four of them are married. The names of

the others are : Mathias ; William N., at home

;

Christina J., unmarried; Mary Magdalene;
Elizabeth; Peter; John A., who is an auto-

mobile dealer.

Joseph Dietrick grew up on the old home
farm, and after his marriage twenty-four
years ago he came to the place he now owns,
consisting of 110 acres. The farm is well im-

proved, and has a complete set of substantial

buildings, all kept in a perfect state of repair.

The land is well fenced, and under his pro-

prietorship and in earlier yeai-s it has been
thoroughly ditched out and drained.

ilr. Dietrick was married in Marion Town-
ship October 18, 1892, to Christina J. Mangas.
ilrs. Dietrick was born in Marion Township
December 12, 1866, and grew up and received

her education there, and is a daughter of

Henry and Mary (Diemer) Mangas, both of

whom were natives of Germany, her father

of Prussia and her mother of Bavaria. The
family came to the United States and Mrs.

Dietrick 's parents were married in Henry
County. They spent the rest of their lives in

jMarion Township and were among the capable

farmer class of this section and were active

Catholics. Mrs. Dietrick 's mother died when
about fifty-two years of age and her father

when past seventy. Their remains now rest

in the Sacred Heart Cemetery. Mr. Mangas
took an active part in democratic politics and
filled several local offices.

Mr. and ilrs. Dietrick are the parents of

five children. Joseph H., born in 1894, was
educated in the public schools and took a

business course at the Fort Wayne Business

College, following which he was employed in

the transportation department of the Nickel

Plate Railway Company for some time, is now
an active assistant to his father in the man-
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agement of the home farm; he married
Genevieve Long of Hamler, Ohio. Marie C,
the second child, was born February 7, 1896,

and completed her course in the eighth grade

of the public schools in 1911. Loretta was
born November 22, 1898, completed the eighth

grade course in 1914 and is also at home.

Hilda was born Februarj' 6, 1902, is now in

the eighth grade of the public schools, while

Anthony W. was born December 21, 1904.

All the family are communicants of the

Sacred Heart Catholic Church. Politically

Mr. Dietrick has been a loyal supporter and
worker in the democratic party for many
years. He was clerk of the board of education

for a long time and is now its president. For
four years he was a member of the board of

the County Agricultural Society, he served

as township assessor for four years, and is

now a member of the Board of Trustees of

Marion Township.

Cyeus Bish is a member of one of the most
interesting pioneer families of Ohio. His own
career has been prolonged almost to the age

of three score and ten, and these have been

fruitful years, some of them passed in the per-

formance of pioneer labors similar to those

his parents and grandparents went through,

and out of it all he has acquired prosperity,

influence and that community esteem which
is one of the best of true riches. His home is

in Bartlow Township of Henry County.

His ancestry is German. His gi-eat-grand-

father, John Bish Sr., came from Germany
about the close of the Revolutionary war,

and located on the line between Virginia and
Pennsylvania. He lived there quietly and
not without reward for his industrious efforts

and died in that locality. In his family was
John Bish Jr., grandfather of Cyrus. The
latter was born at the old homestead in Penn-
sylvania and married a Pennsylvania girl.

AH their children but one were born in the

old state. These children were Jacob, An-
drew, David, Henry, Catherine and Leanna.
During the '30s the Bish family joined a little

colony of seventeen families, and with wagons
and teams they made the slow and toilsome

progress over the mountains, across the rivers,

by rough roads and scarcely defined trails,

camping by the roadside at night, until they
arrived in Liberty Township of Fairfield

County. All the families settled in one local-

ity, and it was literally a transplanting of a

small section of Pennsylvania to Ohio. After
thev came to Ohio John Bish Jr. and wife

had one other child, Peter. All these children
married and all are now passed to their final

reward. John Bish Jr. died soon after he
came to Ohio and his widow subsequently
married Peter Walters, a man of German
birth. Mr. Walters had children by his first

marriage, but there were none by the second.

Mrs. John Bish Jr. was a devout Christian
woman active in the United Brethren Church.

David Bish, father of Cyrus, was born in

Pennsylvania about 1820, and was still a boy
when he accompanied his parents to Ohio. In
Fairfield County he married a neighbor girl,

Catherine Fenstermaker. She was born back
on the Pennsylvaina-Virginia line, and was a
member of the colony which went from the
East into Liberty Township of Fairfield Coun-
ty. Her p'arents were pioneers there and
died when quite old.

Just as his parents had done when he was
a boy, David Bish determined to strike out
for new fields and seek a home in a new dis-

trict. He and his wife accordingly removed
to Hancock County, making the journey with
teams and wagons and settled in the woods
of Liberty Township. Not oulj- was their

own home in 'the woods but the forest extended
for miles around. There were great trees of
elm, sycamore, maple and other varieties, and
game abounded throughout that district.

David Bish in time cleared a fine farm from
out these woods and his industry and good
business judgment enabled him to accumulate
five complete farms. Pie was widely known
for his prominence and success, and he died
in Findlay, Ohio, at the age of sixty-six. His
widow is still living on the old farm in Lib-
erty Township with her daughter, and on
October 3, 1916. was ninety-three years of
age. In spite of her years she is still smart
and active. She and her husband were active
members of the United Brethren Church, and
he was a democrat and was given several
local offices in Liberty Township.

Such a brief record shows that the Bish
family have been possessed of the real pioneer
spirit which has been responsible for the rapid
clearing up and development of Western
America during the past centui-y. Mr. Cyrus
Bish was bom in the family home in Fair-
field County, Ohio, March 5, 1847. He grew
up and received his early education in Han-
cock County, and as a boy he sat on the
rough slah seats of a pioneer schoolhouse. The
curriculum was limited, but like many other
boys of the time he managed to acquire a fair
amount of book learning and also the habits
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and the character which make successful men
and women.

In October, 1874, Mr. Bish removed to

Henry County and, following the pioneer

instinct which had urged his forefather first

from Pennsylvania and then to successively

new localities in Ohio, he acquired a tract of

160 acres in the wild woods. The timber was

dense, much of the land was swampy, but

even then he recognized its surpassing fer-

tility. A remarkable transformation lias oc-

curred since then, due to his energetic labors.

The forests have been cleared ofi:' with the ex-

ception of twenty acres of standing timber,

which now constitutes a valuable asset; the

ground has been drained, and the fields are

of almost inexhaustible fertility.^ Mr. Bish

for many years has grown large crops of corn,

oats and hay, and he has made it a policy to

Keep good stock on his farm.

In Hancock County Mr. Bish married Mary
J. Lanning. She was born in Liberty Town-
ship of that county in 1850 and grew up
and lived there until after her marriage.

Mary J. Lanning was a daughter of Louis

and Rothy (Fritchie) Lanning, both of whom
died in advanced years, he at the age of

seventy-five and she when about eighty. They
were members of the United Brethren Church.

Mr. and Mrs. Bish have had four children,

only two of whom are now living. William
died when nearly eighteen years of age. Ira

lives at home unmarried. Da\nd died when
about twenty-four years of age and never mar-
ried. Grover C. was born December 21, 1874,

grew up on the home farm, was educated in

the Deshler schools and is now the active man-
ager of his father's estate. He married Sarah
Jackson, who was born in Henry County
twenty-six years ago and reared here. Mr.
Bish and his sons are active democrats.

Grover C. is an active member of the lodge

and encampment of the Odd Fellows at Desh-
ler and also belongs to the Rebekahs.

William H. Harm-\n. With everj' passing
year more and more honor is paid to the vet-

erans of the Civil war. One whose service

was of unusual incident, experience, and
hardship, was Mr. William H. Harman, who
now lives retired on his country place in

Damascus Township of Henry County.
Like most of the soldiers who fought the

battles of the war, he was a youth when he
enlisted, only nineteen years of age. It was
in May, 1861, that he joined the Sixty-fifth
New York Chasseurs under Colonel Cochran

of New York City. He was out in time to

participate in that first humiliating defeat

which the North suffered, the first battle of

Bull Run. Later he was with McCleUan's
army on the move down the Chesapeake Bay,

fought at Fort Williamson, later participated

in the Seven Days battle, Fair Oaks, Malvern

Hill, and was also a participant in the secpnd
battle of Bull Run. During the first three

years of the war there was hardly a great

battle in which lie was not present and doing

all that a faithful and courageous soldier

could do. He was at the Battle of Antietam,

also at South Mountain, at Brandy Station,

in the Battle of Fredericksburg, and also at

Gettysburg. In the Battle of the Wilderness

he was captured on the 6th of ^lay, and soon

afterward with his comrade prisoners was
started on the road to the South. When
about twenty-five miles from the battlefield

he and two comrades named Ramsey and Isen-

minger made their escape. However, he was
recaptured, and was carried on down to An-
dersonville prison. He has many interesting

recollections of that famous stockade in which
so many northern soldiers suffered excruciat-

ing hardships and died. He himself was kept
there until his physical frame was reduced to

a mere skeleton and he weighed only seventy-

five pounds. His legs were doubled up and
his teeth nearly fell out from the affliction of

scurvy. In this- more dead than alive condi-

tion he was with others on October 8, 1864,

exchanged and sent north. Previously he

had worked with other prisoners in excavat-

ing a tunnel, he' and eight of his comrades
having spent three weeks in digging their

way to freedom. They were just about to get

beyond the stockade when they were discov-

ered, but no special punishment was meted
out to them except that they were deprived
of their rations. On being released from the

stockade he was sent to Cape Hatteras and
thence to New York City, and on arriving

there was given his honorable discharge.

At the great Battle of Gettysburg a frag-

ment from an exploding shell struck his gun
which he was carrying over his shoulder, and
that alone prevented his head being torn

from his shoulders. As it was, the shock was
so great that he lost con.sciousness and was
left on the field for dead. After several hours
he came to his senses, and subsequently was
able to rejoin his regiment and suffered no
especial ill effects from the experience.

Mr. Harman became of age while he was
suffering the torments of prison life at An-

J
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dersonville. He was born in Seneca County,
Ohio, Au^st 13, 1843, and lived on a farm
and attended country schools until he enlisted

for service in the army. After the war he
returned to Seneca County, and then in 1869
moved to Heni-y County, where he bought
forty acres in section 20 of Damascus Town-
ship. That has been the scene of his most
active labors for nearly half a century. The
land was covered with timber and brush, and
he put in many years of toil in clearing it up.
The log cabin home in which he first lived is

still standing as a mute witness of his early

efforts as a pioneer. In 1899 Mr. Harman
bought ten acres adjoining his first purchase,
and there he has erected a substantial house
and has all his land cleared, .so that it repre-

sents a subistantial income. His present wife
also owns forty acres.in section 19.

In Seneca Township and County, where he
was horn and where she was also a native,

Mr. Harman married Catherine A. Shoe-
maker. Her father, Jacob Shoemaker, was a
native of Germany. Mrs. Harman took part
in some of the early labors of the old home
in Damascus Township, and she died there
January 18, 1885, at the age of thirty-eight.

She was the mother of five children : Charles
N. is living in McHenry County, North
Dakota, and has three children. Alberta M.
is the wife of Samuel Billig of Harrison
Township, Henry County, and the mother of
two sons and three daughters. F. Fenton
died July 25, 1915, leaving his wife, whose
maiden name was Kate B. Van Tassel, who
now resides in Toledo and has two living

daughters. Dora C. is the wife of George W.
Blair, a farmer of Damascus Township, and
has a son named Paul. Noah E. is a very
successful and extensive rancher in the State
of Montana, and by his marriage to Laura
Blair has two sons, Howard and Kenton.

In Grand Rapids, Wood County, Ohio,
November 26, 1891, Mr. Harman married
Mrs. Mary E. Creager, whose maiden name
was Fischer.- She was born in Crawford
County, Ohio, in 1863 and of German paren-
tage. She was first married in Damascus
Township to Benjamin Creager, who was born
and reared in Henry County, and while still

in the prime of life was accidentally killed
while loading some logs. He was a good
citizen, very popular in the community, and
at his death left his widow and four children.
These children of Mrs. Harman 's first mar-
riage are: Daniel J., who is a farmer in
Monroe Township of Henry County and has

a family of sons and daughters; Allen, a
farmer in Villisca, Iowa, and married and
the father of one son ; Ettie A., wife of Ben-
jamin Kissner, who lives in Richfield Town-
ship of Henry County, and they have quite
a family of sons and daughters; Gideon, lives

in Pierre, South Dakota, is married and has
two sons and two daughters.

Mr. and Mrs. Harman have one son of their
own marriage, Harvey D., who does most of

the work on the home farm. He married
Georgia Briney and has two sons, Lyle and
Howard. Mr. and Mrs. Harman are active
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
Politically he is a republican, has voted that
ticket ever since the second election of Abra-
ham Lincoln.

Luke E. Long, who has been in active prac-
tice as a lawyer in Henry County for the past
seventeen years, has been a moving spirit in '

much of the business and civic enterprise
credited to the Town of Deshler.

Mr. Long studied law in the office of Hon.
D. D. Donovan while the latter was in prac-
tice at Deshler, and subsequently took a
twenty weeks' course in the Ohio Northern
University Law Department. He was admit-
ted to the bar in 1900 and at once began
practice at Deshler. JMr. Long is a graduate
of the Weston High School of Ohio and he
began the study of law while teaching school,
an occupation he followed five years.

In 1897 Mr. Long was elected a justice of
the peace at Deshler and in 1905 was chosen
to the office of mayor, being re-elected for a
second term of two years. He is a democrat
and has been quite active in local politics and
has served as a member of the county and
township central committees. Since 1906 Mr.
Long has represented as attorney the Ohio
Electric Street Railway Company. When
that road was constructed through Deshler
he was serving as mayor of the city and was
given the honor and distinction of driving the
first spike on May 6, 1906. This ceremony
was held at what was called the North Yards
in Deshler. Mr. Long used six strokes with
the sledge in driving the spike home. He is

also attorney for the Corn City State Bank
of Deshler, and at Hoytville he 'organized the
Farmers Elevator and the Tile Company.
For several years Mr. Long has been legal
representative of Florien Giauque in the lat-
ter 's insurance and legal business. Mr.
Giaque is the largest real estate operator in
this part of Ohio.
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Though Mr. Long represents families iden-

tified with Ohio in early times and has himself

spent most of his life in this state, he was
bom iu Council Bluffs, Iowa, fifty-thi-ee years

ago. His father, Daniel M. Long, was an
early stage driver from Council Bluffs to

Denver, before the days of transcontinental

railways. He drove a stage coach over this

long and dangerous route before and during

the Civil war, and had many adventures that

would bear recalling. In 1865 he left the

West and moved to Sandusky County, Ohio,

and for some years was a teacher. In 1872 he

moved to Prospect, now Bradner, in Wood
County, and entered the insurance business.

From 1875 he. lived at Weston in Wood
County until his death on December 15, 1889,

at the age of fifty-four years. It was in these

localities that Mr. Luke Long spent his youth
and early manhood.

Daniel Long was born in Seneca County,
Ohio, a son of Samuel Long. Samuel was a

native of Pennsylvania and of German stock.

His wife Sarah was of Irish lineage. They
came to Ohio and Samuel Long was a pioneer

minister of the United Brethren Church and
carried on his work when it involved long

rides over the country from one church to

another. He and his wife lived many years

in Seneca County, where they died. Rev.

Samuel Long was born in 1800 and died in

1885 and his wife died seven years before

him.

Daniel Long spent his early life in -Seneca

County and was married there to Elizabeth

Hopkins. She died at the old home near
Weston January 17, 1879, when in middle
life. In her family were three sons and five

daughters still living, Mr, Luke Long being

the fourth in age.,

Luke Long is active and well known in

fraternal circles. He is a thirty-second de-

gree Scottish Rite Mason and has passed the

chairs of the Blue Lodge and is now an official

in the local chapter. His membership is with
Sycamore Lodge at Deshler, Deshler Chapter
Royal Arch Masons, Ottawa Council Royal
and Select Masons, Findlay Commandery
Knights Templars, and Maumee Valley Con-
sistory at Toledo. He is also a member of
Findlay Lodge of Elks and of Alma Lodge
No. 349 Knights of Pythias at Deshler. He
has twice sei-ved as grand chancellor com-
mander of the Knights of Pythias.

M. Grant Stafford is one of the oldest
business men at Deshler, having located there

iu 1889. He is a brother of the late Charles

R. Stafford, who was one of the first mer-
chants in Deshler beginning business in that

community iu 1883.

Mr. Stafford is senior member of the firm

Stafford & Lee, general elevator operatoi's

and grain dealers at Deshler. Mr. Stafford

built the present elevator along the Baltimore

& Ohio Railway tracks in 1895, and for a
number of years he aud his brother Charles
conducted it under the name of Stafford

Brothers. Charles R. Stafford died in Cali-

fornia February 11, 1915. He had been a

general merchant at Deshler since 1883.

The elevator at Deshler has a business record

which indicates some of the agricultural his-

tory of Henry County. For the past twenty
years it has handled on an average 300 ear-

loads of grain annually. Most of this grain

is corn and oats, and the proportions in

bushels are about three of corn to two of oats.

Mr. Stafford has bought and sold grain both

at the lowest and at the highest prices. His
records show that corn is now ten times higher
in price than the lowest price he ever paid,

while oats is four times the lowest price. His
brother Charles R. Stafford bought and sold

in ears on the track the fii-st grain handled
at Deshler. Theirs was the first elevator built

in the town.
Mr. Stafford was a farmer by training and

youthful experiences and came to Deshler
in 1889 from Wood County. He was born in

Hancock County, Ohio, April 12, 1864, and
was eighteen months of age when his parents
moved to Liberty Township of Wood County.
He does not recall the .journey himself but
often heard his parents describe it. It was
made with wagons and teams. Nearly all the

way they traveled over corduroy roads and
it was a hard trip both on the horses and the
people. The family located in the heavy
timber section of Liberty Township and there
had their log cabin home and all the familiar

experiences of pioneer existence. Grant Staf-

ford grew up on that farm, attended public
schools in the locality, and his first gainful
occupation was as a teacher, a vocation he
followed six years before coming to Deshler.

His father, Nathan W. Stafford, was born
in Ashland County, Ohio, in 1836. His
parents had come out from Pennsylvania and
located in Ashland County in pioneer times,

where his father died when in the prime of

years, and his widow later passed away in

Wood County. Nathan Stafford was seven-
teen or eighteen years of age when his father
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died. His mother and some of the older chil-

dren kept up the' old homestead in Ashland
Couiity while Nathan removed to Hancock
County to join his brother and sister at Mc-
Comb. He finally went out to Iowa, and in

Lee County of that state he met and married

Marinda JMcCracken. She was born in Frank-
lin County, near Columbus, Ohio, in 1839 and
was a small child when her parents removed
to the vicinity of Vandalia, Illinois. When
slie was nine years of age both her parents

died within a few days of each other. She
was then taken by a paternal uncle to Iowa,

and lived there until her marriage in 1859.

In 1861 Nathan Stafford and wife located in

Hancock County, Ohio, and in 1865 they made
their last removal to Wood County. Nathan's
brother James killed the last wolf ever seen

in that section of Wood County. The Staf-

fords developed a first class farm in Liberty
Township of Wood County and surrounded
with plenty and comforts Nathan Stafford

died there in 1903 and his widow in 1908.

They are buried side by side in the Sargent
Cemetery. The United Brethren Church was
on their farm' and they attended its worship
regularly. Nathan Stafford once served as

county commissioner and also as trustee of

liis township, and in politics was a republican,

tliough with strong independent leanings.

Mr. Grant Stafford was the foiirth in a

family of eleven children, all of whom grew
up, all married, and all had children but two.

Tliree are now deceased. Twenty-six years
ago at Weston in Wood County Grant Staf-

ford married Julia Long. She was born on

the line between Wood and Seneca County
October 14, 1868, and spent her early youth
at Weston, where she taught school before her
marriage. She is a sister of Mr. Luke Ed-
ward Long, the well known lawyer of Deshler.

While Mr. and Jlrs. Stafford have no chil-

dren of their own, they have adopted and
reared since she was four years of age a foster

daughter Ellen Laney. She is now sixteen

years of age and is a student in the Deshler
High School. Mr. Stafford, wife and daugh-
ter attend the Methodist Episcopal Church,
in which Mrs. Stafford and her daughter are

active members. Mr. Stafford has served on
the school board and the city council, and
politically is an independent democrat.

M. Hart Darby is now serving as post-

master of Deshler, Henry County, having
been appointed by President Wilson July 1,

1914. This is a third class iDOstoffice and it

supplies the mail for four rural routes, and
besides the postmaster there is an assistant

postmaster and a clei'k. Mr. Darby has shown
complete competence in the administration

of his official duties and has done a good deal

to improve and give greater satisfaction to the

patronage of the office.

For eight years Mr. Darby operated the

Ross House at Deshler. This is one of the

well known hotels of Northwest Ohio, and
contains thirty-one rooms. Mr. Darby has
been a resident of Deshler since 1882. It

was a very small village when he came, and
he has witnessed its growth and been a factor

therein for thirty-five years. For a long time
he was engaged in the wine and liquor trade.

No one has played a more active part in.

local affairs than Mr. Darby. For twenty-
two years he was fire chief of the volunteer
fire department of thirty-six members. He
became actively identified with the Northwest
Ohio Volunteer Fire Association which he
served as treasurer and was formerly presi-

dent of the Volunteer Fire Chiefs Association,
now known as the State Volunteer Fire De-
partment Association.

Mr. Darby represents an old and prominent
family of American ancestors and his peojilc

have lived in Southern Ohio and have been
prominent for more than a century. It was
in Vinton County near Allanville that M.
Hart Darby was born January 30, 1860.
His lineage goes back to William Darby,

who was born in England in 1760 and came to
America about 1773. He served as a drum-
mer and soldier in the Revolutionary war
between 1777 and 1783 in Captain Carberry's
Company and Col. Patton Hubley's Regiment.
He was at the battles of Germantown, Prince-
ton, Monmouth and Brandywine. About
1809 he came to Southern Ohio in Vinton
County and took up his residence among the
few adventurous souls whose courage and for-

titude made possible the settlement of that
region. He died there April 30, 1836, and the
remains of this old Revolutionary hero and
pioneer now rest in a cemetery at Rich-
mondale, Ohio.

His son Samuel Darby, grandfather o'f the
Deshler postmaster, was born in Pennsylvania
in 1782 and as a young man went to the State
of North Carolina, where he married Charity
Redyard. The father had at first been a
Tory in the Revolutionarj* days, but subse-
quently espoused the cause of the colonists.

Samuel Darby soon after his marriage moved'
to Vinton County, Ohio, and located there
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about the time his father did. He lived as a
farmer and died Jauuaiy 23, 1856, his widow
surviving until August 5, 1875, being over

eighty-eight yeai's of age at the time of her
death. Samuel Darby fought during the War
of 1812. He became widely known as a hunter
in Southern Ohio. He was one of the pioneer

members of what is now known as the Church
of Christ or Disciples. For many years his

home was the meeting place of the local con-
gregation. He was himself a preacher. He
had six sons and five daughters who grew to

maturity, married and had children.

Among them was Stephen Darby, father of

M. Hart Darby. Stephen was born on the old

farm near Allansville, Ohio, November 1,

1818, grew up as a farmer, and followed the

pursuits of the soil all his life. He died De-
cember 20, 1893. He became widely known
in Jackson Township of Vinton County and
acquired a large and valuable propei'ty. A
lifelong democrat, he was frequently elected

to office, serving one term as county commis-
sioner and many years as trustee of his town-
ship. He was an elder in the Chjristian

Church and a great student of the Bible.

Stephen Darby was married to Margaret
Graves, who was born in Vinton County and
died on the old farm December 12, 1878. She
was a devout member of the Christian Church.
To their marriage were born five sons and
three daughters : Dr. Franklin H. of Colum-
bus, Ohio; Louisa who married John Clay;
Samuel G., a resident of Columbus; Bath-
sheba D., who was twice married, her second
husband being M. P. Robinette, who is now
deceased ; Charity J., wife of John W. Turner
of Columbus; James W., a prominent lawyer
iu Vinton County; Mathew Hart; and San-
ford S., a farmer in Vinton County.
Mathew Hart Darby is the seventh in this

family, the oldest being now seventy-one and
the youngest fifty-two years of age. He was
reared and educated in Vinton County and
was quite a young man when he removed to
Deshler. He has been in active business on
his own account in that town since 1891.

Mr. Darby was married at Deshler to Miss
Molly R. Buck, who died June 27, 1915. She
was born at Custer in Wood County, Ohio,
October 9, 1865, and about 1873 her parents
removed to Hamler in Henry County. Her
people were among the early settlers in that
village, which had just been' laid out. She
was a daughter of Levi and Nancy (Camp-
bell) Buck. Her father spent many years
as a woodsman and both parents are buried

in Deshler, her father dying at the age of

seventy-eight and her mother at the age of
sixty-three. The Buck family were all mem-
bers of the Christian Church and Mrs. Darby 's

father was an active democrat. Mr. and Mrs.
Darby had six children. Goldie is the wife
of Mr. Mat Otto, superintendent of a busi-

ness at Cary, Ohio, and they have two chil-

dren, Vivian and Ruth. Iva is the wife of
William F. Dietler, of Lima, Ohio, and has
two sons Paul and Earl V. Earl E. is now
twenty years of age, has completed his educa-
tion iu the high school and is clerk for his
father iu the postoffice. Electa is still at
home and housekeeper for her father. The
two younger children are Howard, now in the
eighth grade of the public schools, and Ruth
v., who died at the age of eighteen months.

Feed Gerken represents one of the stanch
Hanover German families that have been
identified with Henry County more than half
a century. He has "himself played a notable
part in local affairs of that county, and is

one of the leading farmers there. His in-

terests also extend to business, and he con-
ducts the grain elevator at Gerald.

His grandparents spent all their lives in

Hanover. His father Herman grew up in

Hanover, and was the first of two brothers
to come to America. His brother Henry sub-
sequently followed him and was a shoemaker
by trade. Herman Gerken on leaving Ger-
many took passage on a boat at Bremerhaven
and seven weeks later landed at New York.
He was born in Germany in 1828. Within a
month of the same date there was born in
the same neighborhood Maria Mahnke. Both
of them came to America in the year 1857 and
they married after reaching Henry County.
The journey from New York was made up
the river by railroad as far as Albany, thence
by boat on the Erie Canal to Buffalo, by lake
boat to Toledo and by canal boat again down
the ]Maumee Canal to Napoleon. Herman
Gerken from Napoleon penetrated the wilds
of Freedom Township and leased an eighty
acre farm for nine years and then secured
eighty acres of unbroken woodland. At the
end of the first year he sold that and bought
120 acres in section 29, where he lived for

twenty-six years. The first home was a log
house, and beginning improvements he grad-
ually increased his holdings until he owned
280 acres in Freedom Township. About five

years after he came to America his wife's

parents, Herman and ^laria ilahnke. came
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over and spent the rest of their years with

their children in Henry County. All the

members of these families were German
Lutherans.
Herman Gerken died in 1894, and his

widow passed away ten years later. They
took an active part in organizing and build-

ing St. Paul's Lutheran Churoh at Napoleon
in 1868, but in 1841 withdrew their member-
ship and became identitied with St. John's

Lutheran Church in Freedom Township.

Their bodies now rest in the churchyard of

that organization. Herman Gerken as a demo-
crat did his full part in the way of public

service, serving as trustee and for nine years

as township treasurer. It is doubtful if any
other man in Henry County deserves more
credit for securing the settlement of so many
thrifty, hard working and substantial German
citizens, particularly Hanoverians, in Henry
County. He seemed to be a magnet for at-

tracting his fellow countrymen to this section

of Ohio.

The children of Herman Gerken and wife

were: Henry, who is now living retired in

Napoleon and has three children all married;
ilaria, is the wife of Fred Huner of Ridge-

ville ; Fred Herman, who is a farmer in Free-

dom Township and is married and has a

family ; William, a farmer in Freedom Town-
ship and has children ; George, who died in

1915 leaving a widow and three daughters;

and John H., a farmer in Freedom with a

family of two sons and one daughter.

Fred Gerken was born in the old log house
which his parents built after coming to Hem*y
County on April 8, 1861. He grew up at the

old home, gained his education in the local

schools, and came to manhood on the farm in

section 29 where his father lived for so many
years. With what he inherited and with what
he has made through his owii industry and
business ability Mr. Gerken now had 175 acres

of farm lands, divided into three separate
farms, each with an individual group of farm
liuildings. He is one of the leading crop
growers of his vicinity, and keeps live-stock

of the. best grades, horses, hogs, sheep and
cattle.

In 1887 he married Ida Hogrefe, a sister of

Detrick Hogrefe, reference to whom is made
on other pages. Mrs. Gerken was born on her
father's farm in Adams Township of Defiance
County October 7, 1863, and was well edu-
cated. Six children have been born to their

union. Fred died in childhood. Reverend
August graduated from the Fort Wayne

Seminary, spent three years in St. Louis Col-

lege and is now a pastor and missionary
worker of the Lutheran Church in the Prov-
ince of Alberta, Canada; by his marriage to

Alma Kramer he has three children, Walter,
Theodore and Ruth. Paulina is the wife of

Fred liehrman, and they have a son Victor.

Hulda is the wife of Fred Glanz of Freedom
Township and their one child is named Elmer.
Carl is assisting his father in running the

home farm. Ida is still at home and like her
brothers and sisters had an education in the

public schools and all the children are mem-
bers of St. John's Lutheran Church.
Mr. Fred Gerken is secretary and treasurer

of the Gerald Grain and Stock Company, and
has held that office since the company was in-

corporated in 1913, with a capital of $10,000.

He is also a director and was one of the or-

ganizers of the Napoleon State Bank. Much
of his time has been taken up with public

affairs for many years. For fifteen years he

served as township clerk, was for two terms a

state appraiser, and has been a member of the

school board. ,

Fred Basselmann is one of the intelligent

and progressive German farmers of Bartlow
Township in Henry Couuty. His fine farm
home is located on rural route number three

out of Deshler. Success has come to him as

a reward of long continued and intelligently

directed effort. He did not begin life with
a fortune, and was content with his inher-

itance of honesty and the qualities of thrift

and industry which are characteristics of the

German people.

He now owns a first class farm of eighty

acres in section 11 of Bartlow Township. This

farm is improved with everything that a

progressive farmer might desire. His barn is

38 by 60 feet and he has a comfortable nine-

room house. The fields have been thoi-oughly

drained and under his direction they are

capable of growing the finest of crops of

corn, oats and clover. Mr. Basselmann bought
and located on this farm in April, 1896. He
cleared the land, took out all the stumps and
brush, and even when that was done much
remained as a handicap to thorough cultiva-

tion, since the problem of drainage had still

to be solved. He had to tile or ditch the land
for drainage, and after that was accomplished
lie found himself in possession of one of the

most productive farms in the county.
ilr. Basselmann came to Bartlow Township

from Ridgeville Township, where he had lived
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since boyhood and from the year 1886. He
was born in Hanover, Germany, June 21,

1869, and was seventeen when he came to

America with his parents. The Basselmanns

are of very old Lutheran stock in Hanover.
His grandparents Mr. and Mrs. Henry H.
Basselmann spent all their lives on a Han-
over farm. They died when still compara-
tively young people. Fred Basselmann is

a son of Henry and Catherine (Schlimbohn)
Basselmann, both of whom were born and
reared in Hanover. They were married there

and had three children before they set out for

America. They journeyed on to Henry
County and developed a farm and home in

Ridgeville Township. Their three children

are: Fred; Henry, Jr., who married Mary
Badenhop by whom he has three sons and two
daughters and they live in Bartlow Town-
ship ; and Anna, now Mrs. Schelee, a widow,
her husband having died in February, 1916,

leaving three children.

Henry Basselmann, the father of Fred,
died at the home of his son in Bartlow Town-
ship May 30, 1896, at the age of sixty-one.

His widow is still living, making her home in

Richfield Township and though seventy-five

years of age is still hale and hearty. Both
she and her husband were active Lutherans
and for a number of years worshiped in St.

Paul's Lutheran Church in the Hanover set-

tlement.

Fred Basselmann was married at Hamler
to iliss Sophia Seemann, who was born in

Hanover, Germany, February 9, 1873. When
she was seventeen years of age she came with
her parents Henry D. and Meta (Behrman)
Seemann, and like the Basselmanns the See-
manns landed at Baltimore, Maryland. From
there they came on to Freedom Township,
Henry County, where i\Ir. Seemann two years
later bought a farm of sixty acres in Richfield

Township. He and his wife lived there and
he died when past sixty years of age. Mrs,
Basselmann 's parents were both active mem-
bers of the Lutheran Church.

Three children have been born to Mr. and
Mrs. Basselmann: Herman, born September
5, 1900; Meta, born December 9, 1906; and
Fred, born August 15, 1912. Mr. Basselmann
and family are active members of St. John's
Lutheran Church in which he is serving as
an elder, and in politics his preferences are
expressed in the democratic party.

Henry J. Meter. It is not the size of a
farm but the manner in which an acreage

is handled and cultivated that constitutes a
i-eal success in agriculture. This fact is being
more and more i-ealized and appreciated, and
the man who handles a small farm profitably

is entitled to more credit than one whose
efforts ai'e loosely and unsystematically spread
out over an acreage beyond his real capacity.

One of the best instances in Henry County
of this intensive agriculture is found in the
place of Henry J. Meyer of section 1 Bartlow
Township. Mr. Meyer calculates his annual
prosperity not in terms of quantity so much
as quality, and everj-thing around his place
has an air of thi-ift and thoroughness which
is gi-atifying not only to him but to everyone
who is interested in agricultural problems.
Mr. Meyer was born in Napoleon Township

of Henry County March 4, 1870, and is of
German stock and has the thriftiness and in-

dustry of that people. His parents were
Herman and Mary (Fundelen) Meyer, both
of whom were natives of Hanover, where
their respective parents spent all their lives.

The family in all the generations have been
Lutherans. Herman Meyer after his marriage
set sail for the United States, coming across
the ocean in a sailing vessel and from New
York journeyed west to Henry County. Here
he acquired forty acres of wild land south-
west of Napoleon and he proved his value as
a citizen of the community by his industry
and upright character, and lived there until
his death in April, 1916. He was then past
seventy-six years of age. In politics he went
with the democratic party. His widow is now
living, nearly eighty years old, with her son
Herman, Jr. The children consisted of Henry
J. and Herman, Jr., twins, and a daughter,
Mrs. Minnie Plossraan, wife of William Ploss-
man, a farmer of Napoleon Township. Mr.
and Mrs. Plossman have several children.
Herman, Jr., married Eliza Smidt and they
have sons and daughters.
Henry J. Meyer grew up on tlie old home

farm, attended the common schools and the
parochial school, and at the age of fourteen
was confirmed in the Lutheran Church. He
early learned the advantage of industry and
thoroughness in everything he did. While
still unmarried he bought a small place near
the old home, and that was the stage of his
endeavors as a farmer until he was thirty-
three years old. He then sold and removed
to Bartlow Township and bought forty acres
in section 1, 2i/o miles north of Deshler. For
a small farm this is almost perfect in every
requirement. Every foot is well drained.



HISTORY OP NORTHWEST OHIO 1805

fences are strong and sturdj', and hardlj- a

thing that could be enumerated in an ideal

farm is lacking on this place. The land grows
all the staple crops in an abundant measure,

and Mr. ileyer usually raises a ci'op of sugar

beets. In 1913 he built a fine barn 36 by 48

feet. The walls for eight feet above the

foundation are of cement blocks. Set on that

is a frame structure 12 feet higher and it

makes a- most substantial building and has

every convenience of arrangement and equip-

ment. He also has a granary 32 by 30 feet

with nine-foot posts. His home is a com-
fortable cottage of six rooms.

Mr. Mej'er was married in Bartlow Town-
ship to Miss Mary Hoops. She was born in

Freedom Township of Henry County October
14, 1880, was reared and educated in Richtield

Township, and is a daughter of J. August
Hoops, of a well known Henry County family

elsewhere referred to. Mr. and Mrs. Meyer
have thi-ee children : Bernhart, born August
19, 1904; Hannah, born April 5, 1907; and
Edwin, born June 9, 1909. Mr. and :Mrs.

^leyer are taking special pains with the educa-
tion and early training of these children and
they are all in school. Mr. Meyer and wife
are active members of St. John's Lutheran
Church. In polities he is a democrat.

"\ViLLi.\M II. Beam, whose home place is in

Bartlow Township of Henry County, has a

long retrospect and one filled with interesting

experiences and achievements worthy of a

man of ambition and of upright character.

He is a veteran soldier of the Civil war and
his work has been chiefly in the line of agri-

culture. He came to Henrj^ County a num-
ber of years ago and has one of the best

improved farms in the vicinity of Deshler.

He is of old Pennsylvania family and stock.

His grandfather. Christian Beam, was a native

of that state, was a practical farmer there,

and spent all his life in Franklin County.
He died at the age of seventy-five. His wife,

whose maiden name was Hoover was also of
Pennsylvania parentage and died when nearly
eighty years of age. Christian Beam was a
preacher in the Mennonite Church. Of his

family of seven or eight children most of them
grew up and married and had children of
their own.
One of them, John Beam, father of William

H., was born in Franklin County, Penn.syl-
vania, in 1797. His early life was spent "on

a farm and he had the limited advantages of
most young people of that time and age. He

was married in Franklin County to Miss Anna
C. Woolfort. She was born in Franklin
County about 1802 and also of Pennsylvania
lineage. After their marriage they started
out to make a living as farmers and John
Beam, possessing industry and considerable
business ability, not only had ample returns
for his labors but also lived so as to enjoy
the esteem of his community. He died when
about seventy years of age, and his widow
survived until past eighty. He was a mem-
ber of the Reformed Church and she was a
Lutheran. In politics John Beam was an old
line whig and later became a republican. In
the family were three sons: John, Jr., who
died at the age of thirty-one ; Samuel, who is

now a retired farmer living with his family
at Beatrice, Nebraska ; and William H. The
daughters were named Maria, Catherine, Ma-
linda, Rebecca and Charlotte, all of whom
grew up and married and had children of
their own. ;nu] all are now deceased except
Rebecca, widow of William Woolfort and liv-

ing at Fort Wayne, Indiana.
William H. Beam was born in Franklin

County, Pennsylvania, December 4, 1839.
His early life was spent on his father's farm
in St. Thomas Township. He came to his ma-
jority about the time the clouds of war were
hanging over the country, and he soon after-

ward enlisted in response to Lincoln's call

and went forth to battle for the flag of the
Union. After his service was over he re-

turned home and at the age of twenty-four
came to Franklin County, Ohio, and located
near Mansfield. There 'he met Miss Sarah
Snyder, and about fifty years ago they were
married and began the life of joint effort and
companionship which has extended to the
present time. Mrs. Beam was born in Rich-
land County, Ohio, March 19, 1844. She
grew up in that vicinity and was one of the
first native children of Franklin Township in

Richland County. Her parents died when
she was an infant and she was reared by her
maternal grandparents, Chapin and Susan
(Snyder) Snyder. These worthy people were
born and married in Pennsylvania and were
pioneer settlers in Richland County. They
went into the woods of that district and by
their labor and courage cleared a farm from
the wilderness. Their first home was a log
cabin. The forest abounded in wild game, in-

cluding numerous wolves, and it was fre-

quently the custom to light fires and keep
them burning all night to scare away these
troublesome and sometimes dangerous ani-
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mals. Mrs. Beam's grandparents lived there

through their industrious lives and her grand-

father died when past eighty and her grand-

mother when about seventy-five. They were

good Christian people, her grandfather a

member of the Reformed Church and her

grandmother of the United Brethren faith.

After his marriage William H. Beam lo-

cated on a farm in Richland County, all but

the two youngest of their children were born

there. Mr. Beam went to work earnestly,

and in time had a good deal to show for his

efforts. In the spring of 1880 he-and his

family removed to Lucas County, locating at

Swanton. The two youngest children were

born there. In 1899 Mr. Beam came to Henry
County and bought an almost new and brush

covered tract of land consisting of eighty

acres in section 1 of Bartlow Township. This

land he has since transformed by his efforts

and those of his family into a comfortable and
prosperous farm. He erected a fine barn 40

by 60 feet with twenty-one-foot posts, and that

is only one of the improvements to show for

his labor. He and his family have a very

comfortable nine-room house, and the farm
responds to his intelligent cultivation and is

more than an ample guarantee for all his

future needs.

Mr. and Mrs. Beam have reared a large

family of children : William G. is a farmer
in Jackson Township of Wood County, Ohio.

He married Elizabeth Brown, and their chil-

dren consists of one son and three daughters.

U. Grant, a farmer in Bartlow Township of

Henry County, married Kate Finney, and in

the absence of children of their own they

have an adopted son George. Laura is the

wife of Clifford Heller, employed in the shops
of the Wabash Railway Company at Toledo,

_
where they reside. Cora A. married Lewis
A. Bush, an expert photographer of Toledo,

and they have a sou Clifford. F. Kirk is a

farmer in Bartlow Township, and by his mar-
riage to Grace Sawyer of Deshler has a daugh-
ter Mariam. Florence M. married Edward
Hanna, and they live on a farm in Jackson
Township of Wood County. Their one daugh-
ter is named Virgie. Viola May is the wife
of Elwood LeVeck. Mr. LeVeck is now man-
ager of the Beam farm and he and his wife
reside with Mr. Beam. All these children
were well educated in the public schools and
as homemakers and workers in the world they
reflect credit upon their rearing and early
training. Mr. Beam is a republican. He cast
his first vote for the great Abraham Lincoln,

and subsequently responded to the call of that
President for troops to put down the rebel-

lion. His children attend religious services

at different churches.

William W. Ellsworth. There is hardly
a man in Northwest Ohio whose memory in-

cludes more experiences and incidents reflect-

ing the true pioneer conditions than the
venerable AVilliam W. Ellsworth of Richfield

Town.ship, Henry County. Everyone knows
him affectionately as Colonel Ellsworth. He
bears with sprightly nature the weight of

more than fourscore years. He was born and
reared in Northwest Ohio and his personal
recollections cover fully three-quarters of a
century.

He was born February 14, 1834, in Scott
Township of Sandusky County, Ohio. When
he was six years old his parents removed to

Liberty Township in Wood Count}' and since

then he has lived chiefly in Wood or Henry
counties. His parents were Freeman and Jane
(Smith) Ellsworth. His father was a native

of New England and of New England an-
cestry and was a relative of that noted Colonel
Ellsworth who fell in one of the first battles

of the Civil war while leading his troops in

the capture of the City of Alexandria, just

across the Potomac River from Washington.
Colonel Ellsworth's mother was born in Scot-

land. Her parents had visited America prior

to that time, but had returned to Scotland,
where her father died soon after ]Mrs. Ells-

worth was born. She afterwards came to the
I'Uited States with her widowed mother. Her
mother died in Missouri. Miss Smith finally

removed to Sandusky County, Ohio, where
she married Freeman Ellsworth. In 1840
they removed from Sanduskj' County to

Liberty Township of Wood County. They
established their home in the district where
the only settlers up to that time were Louis
Dubbs and W. C. Lathrop. Liberty Town-
.ship was then a howling wilderness and the

Ellsworth family had no neighbors except the

Dubbs and Lathrop families nearer than fif-

teen miles. Theirs was a typical log cabin
home. Around them was the great forest,

and for several years they saw more of the

friendly Indians living in that .section than
of white people. Practically none of their

provisions came from distant markets or dis-

tant parts of the world as is the case in

modern times. Their meat was supplied by
the wild game of the forest. It was so plenti-

ful that a half hour sufficed to hunt and kill
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a wild deer or a wild turkey just as choice

preferred. In 1844 Freeman Ellsworth sold

his pioneer farm which he had secured from
the Government, and bought another place,

also in its primitive condition, near Portage

in Wood County. Again a log cabin was
raised among the trees and there the family

lived until 1855. Then came another sale,

and the household removed to Grand Rapids

on the JMaumee River. In the spring of 1856

they returned to Milton Township of Wood
County and secured a farm at McMasters
Corners. Freeman Ellsworth was a doughty
patriot, and though sixty-four years of age

he could not be prevented from enlisting and
giving his services to the Union during the

Civil war. He went into Company C of the

Twenty-first Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He
marched and campaigned and endured the

hardships of army life as faithfully as the

young- vigorous men who were his comrades,

and was in the service until the close of the

battle of Murfreesboro, Tennessee. The night

following that victorious encounter of the

Union forces with the Confederates he was
suddenly taken ill and died twenty-four hours
later. He was buried at Murfreesboro,
Tennessee, and tills a soldier's grave. He left

his widow with a family of nine daughters
and one son. The widowed mother kept her
family together and sui-vived him many years,

passing away December 8, 1883, at the age of

seventy-six. All her nine daughters grew up,
married, had families of their own and three

are still living. These are : Mrs. Mary Etta
Smith, a widow with children and living in

Michigan ; Mrs. Julia Keiffer, widow of Benja-
min Keiflfer, who sutfered a tragic end in the

tire which destroyed the Delphos Stave Mill,

where he was burfied to death and only his

charred corpse was found; Merilla, wife of

0. A. Richmond now living at North Balti-

more, Ohio. Mrs. Richmond was the youngest
of the family and is the mother of two sons.

William W. Ellsworth, the only son, and
the second child, grew up in the surround-
ings which have been briefly indicated chiefly

in Wood County. He came to his majority
v.-hile the family were making their temporary
home at Grand Rapids on the Maumee River.

Judged by modern standards his education
was not liberal. Even in his old age he im-
presses one for his remarkable physical vigor
and his equally remarkable keenness of intel-

lect, and that is more a result of inheritance
than of active contact with men and affairs

rather than through acquaintance with books.

Such schools as he did attend were the old

time schools conducted in log cabins. These
schoolhouses had puncheon floors. The seats

and desks were made of white ash boards sup-
ported on pins. He walked flve miles every
day to attend such a school.

Colonel Ellsworth for years had a great
reputation as a hunter and kept up the sport
until the woods of Ohio were practically de^

nuded of all interesting game. He has killed

as many as nine deer in a single day. In the

locality where now appear only the prosperous
and improved farms of Henry and Wood
counties he has seen droves of deer consist-

ing of as many as thirty. He was a boy of

ten years and ten months when he killed his

first deer. The scene of this exploit was in

Liberty Township of Wood County. It was
the largest buck he ever killed. An interest-

ing souvenir of this exploit he still has and one
that will be cherished by all his descendants.
It consists of a part of one of the six prongs
of the antlers. This is attached as the head
of a solid hickory stick, which makes a cane
and a very serviceable one at that. The
hickory stick was cut in the same township
where he killed the deer. This stick is still

covered with some of its bark, and the cane
is not only an effective instrument but has
artistic qualities and is still solid as a bone.

Colonel Ellsworth recalls that for five con-

secutive years his family used a rude stone

pestle to hammer out their corn into a sort

of meal. This was used to make up the
favorite corn pone and that was the only
quality of bread the family had during this

time. Colonel Ellsworth's mother was a noble
pioneer woman. She did more than a mother's
duty by her ten children. The family grew
flax every year and after it was flailed and
hackled, this housemother spun and wove it

into cloth and thus had material for dressing
the children. The clothes which she made
for her son AVilliam were just the natural
color, but those used for dressing the daugh-
ters were usually dyed with native dye stuff

into checks and stripes.

The home which Colonel Ellsworth recalls

to memory as the one in which he spent the
happy years of his boyhood was a log cabin
with a puncheon floor, and the roof was held
down with broad weight poles tied instead of
nailed. The door was hung on wooden hinges.

Such are some of the reminiscences of the past
as they fall from the lips of this venerable
citizen to be preserved and read by the coming
generation.
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Twenty-three years ago Colonel Ellsworth

moved from Wood County to Richfield Town-
ship of Henry County and bought an almost

new farm in the woods of section 36. In the

transformation of this land to a thoroughly

kept and cultivated farm, Mr. Ellsworth has

gone through his fifth consecutive experience

in taming a portion of the wilderness. Here
he has surrounded himself with every com-

fort, has a substantial house and barn and
other fine buildings erected under his super-

vision and partlv by his own labors. The
barn is 34 by 70 "feet.

Colonel Ellsworth married Miss Leah
Daniels, who was born in Pen-y County, Ohio,

near Fairfield, of Pennsylvania parents. She
was still a small child when both her parents

died, and she grew up almost in the home of

strangers. Colonel Ellsworth and wife have

been married now nearly sixty years. They
have seen their own children go from their

home into homes of their own, and both grand-

children and gi-eat-grandchildren have occa-

sionally returned to brighten the lives of

these aged people.

The oldest child was Eliza J., who died

after her marriage to John Ben. She left a

son Hari-j' who is now married and has two
children, and a daughter Maude, living in

Chicago, the widow of William Engle and the

mother of one daughter. John F., the oldest

son, is a bachelor farmer in Wood County,

and his home is shared and made comfortable

by his mother, who spends mo.st of her time

with him. Ida, who now lives in Lafayette,

Indiana, is the widow of George Scofield,

who died in Denver, Colorado, in 1914, leav-

ing no children. Henry H. owns and operates

a part of his father's farm and is a very suc-

cessful and enterprising stock raiser and
feeder. He married for his first wife Mary
Myburger. The children of that marriage
were William H., twenty-three years of age,

and John, who died at the age of twelve.

Henry H. Ellsworth married for his second
wife Mrs. Samantha (Knisely) Frankfather,
who was born in Wyandot County. Ohio, grew
up and was educated in Wood County. By
her first marriage she has six children : Elva,
who married George Ottley and has two chil-

dren, Maude and Joyce; Willis, died in in-

fancy; Lillie, wife of JIarion Seeley living

in New York State, and they have four chil-

dren ; H. Grover, who is an oil well driller

in Oklahoma and married Donnie Higgins;
Orvilla. who died at the age of twenty years

;

and Daisy who also died at the age of twenty

years. Mr. and Mrs. Henry Ellsworth have
a foster daughter Hazel, a bright young girl

of fourteen, now a student in the public-

schools. Colonel Ellsworth and his sons are

democi-ats in their political affiliations.

Ohio Northern University. The fame of

the little City of Ada, Ohio, has been spread

abroad because it is the seat of Ohio Northern
University. Thousands of successful men and
women not only in Ohio but probably in every

state of the Union gratefully acknowledge

their indebtedness to the institution at Ada, in

some phase and period of its growth from a

"select" school to its present equipment and
proportions of a real university. The analog)-

of the acorn and the oak could hardly find a

better illustration than in the growth and ex-

pansion of Ohio Northern University from a

persistent idea and ambition that found lodg-

ment in the mind of a young soldier-educator

half a centurj- ago. The interesting story of

how Ohio Northern University was founded
and developed through a period of thirty or

forty years is told in the life history of Henrj-

S. Lehr, now president emeritus of the uni-

versity, on other pages of this publication.

A succinct historical sketch of the univer-

sity is found in a recent university bulletin

and that will be drawn upon for the facts of

this brief sketch, leaving the elaboration of

the storj- of growth to the sketch of ilr. Lehr.

In the later "GOs Henry S. Lehr. a young
pedagogue from Eastern Ohio, found his way
westward into the Village of Ada. then known
as Johnstown. He obtained employment as a

teacher in the Union schools and subsequently

taught a series of terms of "select" school.

His spirit, enthusiasm and helpfulness, to-

gether with a keen appreciation of the prac-

tical in subjects and methods, attracted many
"foreign" students and would-be-teachers to

his school. The dream of founding a great

normal school in which plainneas, practical-

ness, and inexpensiveness were to be the main
characteristics, became a master passion di-

recting his thought, shaping his plans, and at

last taking definite and actual form. In the

year 1870-71 the first building, a three-story-

brick, was erected, and on August 14, 1871,

the Northwestern Ohio Normal School was
formally opened "for the instruction and

training of teachers in the science of educa-

tion, the art of teaching and the best methods

of governing schools."

In the fall of 1875 the Northwestern Nor-

mal School located at Fostoria, Ohio, was.
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ccnsolidated and incorporated with the North-
western Ohio Normal School at Ada.
From the very start a limited number of

special subjects were offered in the courses of

instruction, but from time to time, as patron-

age demanded, department schools were or-

ganized as follows: Music, commercial,
telegraphic, fine arts, stenography, engineer-

ing. militarj% law, pharmac.y.

In 1885 the name was changed from the

Northwestern Ohio Normal School to Ohio
Normal University, the plan and manage-
ment remaining the same and normal princi-

ples and methods marking the administration.

From its inception the school was under
private management and control until in

September, 1898, the owners sold to the Cen-
tral Ohio (now the West Ohio) Conference of

the Methodist Episcopal Church, the real

estate and personal property belonging to the

university.

Under the new administration, as fast as

existing contracts permitted, came a change in

the relations of the several departmental
schools with the main school. These, hereto-

fore semi-independent, were now reorganized

under one management and control, and the

respective deans placed on salary instead of

commission. At the same time instruction

in the main school was made departmental,
with the head teacher in each department
director thereof.

In 1904-05 the institution was rechartered
under the name Ohio Northern University,

thus retaining the old and familiar initials

"0. N. U.," which had become cherished by
a generation of older students.

At the present time Ohio Northern Uni-
versity has the following departments: The
preparatory school, the college of liberal arts,

the college of education, the college of engi-

neering, the college of commerce, the college

of law, the college of pharmacy, the college of

music, the school of expression, the school of

fine arts, the college of agriculture, the de-

partment of military instruction. It has a

faculty of upwards of fifty members, nearly
all of whom are university graduates and
specialists in their particular line. In part

of material equipment also the university

ranks with the best schools of the IMiddle

West. Besides the large campus in the south-

ern half of the City of Ada. the university
owns a ninety-acre tract of land nearby,
utilized by the agricultural department.
There is also a large athletic field. The prin-

cipal buildings on the campus are the Dukes

]Memorial, with rooms and laboratories de-

voted to .science, mathematics and engineer-

ing; the Lehr Memorial, for the executive

officers; the library, quarters for the College
of Law and College of Commerce, an audi-

torium seating 1,600 people, and Young Men's
and Young Women's Christian Association
rooms: the Hill Memorial, containing the me-
chanical and electrical laboratories, halls for

literarj' societies, and class rooms for language,
history, philosophy and education : the Brown
Memorial, which has been converted to gym-
nasium purposes ; Pharmacy Hall ; Music Hall.

Ohio Northern has always been an extremely
democratic school, and a leading aim has been
to furnish thorough practical instruction in

all departments at a minimum expense to the

student. A feature of the scholastic work is

that the school year is divided into four
terms, aggregating forty-eight weeks of in-

struction, so that by continuous work students
may complete the regular college course lead-

ing up to a bachelor's degree in three years
of forty-eight weeks each. For the past twenty
years the aggregate annual enrollment of the

Ohio Northern University has been over
3.000, and that in itself indicates the popu-
larity and growth of this institution during
the past forty years. The enrollment for the
scholastic year 1876-77 was less than 500.

The present officers are : Albert Edwin
Smith, D. D., Ph. D., president ; John David-
son, Pd. D., vice president : Charles B.
Wright, executive secretary. There are forty

members in the faculty.

Albert Edwin Smith, president of the

Ohio Northern University at Ada, is a dis-

tinguished scholar and educator and for many
years before taking his present post was iden-

tified with the pastoral work of the Methodist
Episcopal Church in Ohio.

Doctor Smith was born December 16. 1860,

a son of Hugo Edwin and ilary Ann Smith.

In the maternal line he is descended from an
old and prominent American family. His
great-great-grandfather on the mother's side

fought as a soldier in the Revolutionary war,

and his maternal great-grandfather was in the

War of 1812 and his maternal grandfather
was a loyal Union soldier in the struggle be-

tween the states from 1861 to 1865. Doctor
Smith's father, Hugo Edwin Smith, was born
in Berlin, Germany, in 1835, and as was the

case with so many of the German settlers in

the United States he loyally aided the cause
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of the Union and fought as a soldier during
the Civil war.

Albert E. Smith was liberally educated.

He graduated from the Parker's Academy in

1883 and then entered Ohio Wesleyan Uni-
versity at Delaware, where he was granted his

Bachelor of Arts degree in 1887. By his work
in school and his prominence in Methodist
affairs Doctor Smith has since acquired the

degree Jlaster of Arts from his alma mater
in 1890, the degree Doctor of Philosophy in

1898, while in 1907 he was given the honorary
degree Doctor of Divinity. He received tlie

degree Doctor of Divinity from the Ohio
Northern University in 1905.

Doctor Smith was for eighteen years an
active minister in the Central Ohio Conference
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1912
and in 1916 he served as a member of the

General Conference of that church. In 1905
he accepted the post of president of the Ohio
Northern University and since then his home
has been at Ada. Doctor Smith in politics

is a republican.

He was married at Delaware, Ohio, October
26, 1887, a few months after he was grad-
uated from the University of that city to

Miss Harriet Vergon. She is a daughter of
F. P. Vergon, and the Vergons, an old French
family, came to America in 1834. Mrs. Smitli

graduated from the Ohio We.sleyan University
in the same class as her husband. She is now
secretary of the Woman's Foreign Missionary
Society of the West Ohio Conference. Doctor
and Mrs. Smith have five children: Racliel
v., Edwin V.. Paul V.. Harriet V. and Ben-
jamin V. Smith.

John Davison, whose home is at Lima, has
been a factor in educational affairs in North-
west Ohio for a great many years. He is

now vice president and dean of the Ohio
Northern University at Ada, though his
influence and work have not been confined
to one institution. He is a man of broad
and progressive ideas, and is one of the
leaders in the modern movement for educa-
tional unlift and improvement.

His family were pioneers in Allen County.
He was born in the Village of West Newton,
Allen County, July 22, 1858, a son of Amaziah
and Eliza (Nye) Davison, the former a native
of Harrison County, Virginia, and the latter
of Pennsylvania. The paternal grandfather,
John Davison, was a prominent man in old
Virginia, but in his business affairs finally
became financially involved and after set-

tling up he brought the small surplus from
his estate to Ohio in 1834, and in that year
took up 320 acres of Government land in

Allen County. He did not live long, dying
in the following winter, and the improvement
of the land was left to younger men. In old
Virginia he had exercised an influential part
in politics, and served about thirty years in

the Legislature and Senate. The maternal
grandfatlier of Professor Davison was George
Nye. He came out of Pennsylvania and set-

tled at Circleville, Ohio.

Eliza Nye became a successful teacher and
followed that occupation for a number of

years. While teaching she met Amaziah
Davison, and they were married soon after-

ward. Amaziah Davison grew up in the
woods on the old homestead taken up by his

father in Allen County and cleared a farm
on which he lived from 1834 until his death
in 1895. He did his work well and prospered
and also had time to serve the public welfare.

For thirty years he was trustee of Auglaize
Township in Allen County. He was a mem-
ber of the Masonic order and a republican in

politics, and was a Baptist, while his wife
was a Presbyterian. They were the parents
of four children : Monroe Davison, who died
in 1907, had a useful career as a physician

and surgeon at West Newton, where he prac-

ticed many years; John Davison, the second
in the famil}^ ; Albert Davison, who is in the
flour and feed business at McKeesport, Penn-
.sylvania ; and Belle, wife of J. A. McCartney,
a retired farmer living at Lima.

Though John Davison grew up in the
atmosphere of the farm, his work since early

youth has been chiefly in the field of educa-
tion. He attended the village schools at

West Newton and completed several courses

in the Ohio Normal University at Ada. He
also taught in that school, and for thirteen

years was connected with the public schools

at Elida, and from there removed to Lima,
where he was dean of the normal department
of Lima College from 1895 to 1899. From
1899 to 1905 he was professor of literature

in the university at Ada, and then returned'

to Lima to become superintendent of the

public schools. He filled that ofiSce until

1915. He resigned to become vice president
of the Ohio Northern University at Ada, and
in addition he also fills the office of dean.

Mr. Davison has filled various positions in

organized movements for educational prog-

ress. For the past ten years he has been a
member of the legislative committee of the
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Ohio State Teachers' Association. He has
been heard in many communities as a lecturer

on schools and school work and has also writ-

ten a number of articles, largely of a histori-

cal character, which have been published in

newspapers. He wrote a history of Lima and
also a brief history of Ohio, both of which
received verj' favorable comment. Thus his

influence and inspiration as an educational

leader have not been restricted to individual

schools or groups of people. In the last thirty

years he has delivered over 1,000 commence-
ment addresses and more than 1,200 lectures

at institutes and before other gatherings.

Hi.s work as a lecturer has been dignified by
fine moral purpose and that instruction comes
before entertainment. Besides the subjects

of his popular lectures he has a well balanced
program or series of addresses for institutes

covering various topics under the groups of,

school management and methods, public

.school administration, education and country
life, and literature. In 191,6 he attended and
delivered the addresses at thirty-two high
school commencement exercises in Ohio and
at six large institutes in Pennsylvania.
Though a teacher is proverbially poor Mr.
Davison has always managed to save some
money, and besides his comfortable home at

734 West Market Street in Lima he is the
owner of six other pieces of property in the
city which return rent, and has a good farm
in Allen County.
On March 24. 1886, he married Miss Clara

E. Hay, daughter of James Hay, who was an
early settler in Allen County, and both a
farmer and business man. Mr. and Mrs.
Davison have four children: Evelyn, who
graduated from the high school at Lima and
from the Oxford College for Women at Ox-
ford, Ohio, is a high school instructor and has"

taught both at Lima and Bellefontaine.
Walter, who graduated from the Lima High
School and the law department of the Ohio
State Universit.v, is now in successful prac-
tice at Tulsa, Oklahoma. Joseph is a grad-
uate of the Lima High School and is now a
student in the Ohio State University. John,
Jr.. is still attending liigh school.

Mr. and Mrs. Davison are very active mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He
formerly served as superintendent of the
Sunday school and has been teaching in
Sunday schools at different places for fully
forty years. In polities he is a republican.

Ch.\rles a. Tucker. The farm on which he
was reared as a boy is now the home of

Charles A. Tucker, who has long been one of
the successful and influential residents of

Richfield Township. His home is near Berkey.
Though reared in Lucas County from the

age of five, he was born in Lorain County,
Ohio, September 16, 1848. His father, Charles
H. Tucker, was born on the shores of Lake
Canandaigua in New York State. He came
out to Ohio in the early da.ys and in 1853
brought his family from Lorain County to

Lucas County, and located on the land where
his son Charles now resides. He was kicked
by a horse and died from the injuries in 1860.

Charles H. Tileker was the son of Joshua
Tucker, who came to this country from Al-
sace-Lorraine, France. The grandmother of

Charles A. Tucker was of German origin.

Charles H. Tucker was a man of considerable
prominence in Lorain County during the days
when the underground railway w-as in active

operation. Besides farming he was also a
sailor, and he performed a very valuable part
in the operation of the underground road. He
accepted the ranaway slaves and would hide
them under his barn until opportunity came
to take them across the lake to Canada. He
was a republican after the organization of

that party.

After the death of his father Charles A.
Tucker became dependent upon his own re-

sources, and spent four or five years working
in various lines of employment. He finally

bought the interests of the other heirs in

the home farm, and has since lived there.

]\Ir. Tucker has a sister Alice, now Mrs. Henry
Ray of Berkey, and a brother Joseph of Rich-
field Township. There were three children
in the family.

Mr. Tucker has not only been a farmer but
is one of the veteran threshermen of this com-
munity, and has threshed grain for forty-six

years. In that time he has handled all the

various types of machinery used for that pur-

pose, beginning with some of the old horse

power outfits and later some of the most ap-

proved types of grain separators. If there is

one feature more than another which he has

exemplified on his farm it is first class work
horses. He always keeps a number of high

grade animals on his farm. Politically he is

a republican, and is affiliated with the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows.

Mr. Tucker married Ella Hines, of Richfield

Township, and has two children. Glenn is an

engineer on the Chicago, St. Paul and Milwau-

kee Railway living at Montevideo, Minnesota

;

he married Minnie Cosgrave of Montevideo.
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The daughter Alice is Mrs. Nelson Woodward
of Richfield Township.

Wellington T. Huntsman. It is hardly

necessary to speak of Wellington T. Hunts-
man by way of introduction, since he has long

been identified with public office and with

business affairs in Toledo and elsewhei-e. He
was born at Darlington, Richland County,
Ohio, February 22, 1864, or as he states the

fact himself, "my birthday is a national holi-

day and the banks close on that day." His
parents are A. C. and Mary C. (Gulp) Hunts-
man, the mother a native of Lexington, Ohio,

and the father born on the same farm where
his son Wellington first saw the light of

day. It is an interesting item of the family

record that this farm has had only two own-
ers, the United States Government and the

Huntsman family. The grandfather Jona-

than Huntsman, a native of Pennsylvania and
a very early settler in Richmond County,

took up land from Government in 1800, secur-

ing a full section. When he died his son A.

C. Huntsman bought the interest of the other

heirs in what remained of the old tract, 160

acres, and a part of this Wellington T. Hunts-
man inherited and he bought some of his

brother's interest and now has 120 acres of the

old original farm. A. C. Huntsman and wife

were married in Lexington, Ohio, in 1858.

The father died on the old farm October 8,

1902, at the age of seventy-two and his wife

passed away in 1879 at the age of forty-five.

A. C. Huntsman spent two years in the Union
army as a private in Company B of the One
Hundred and Sixty-third Ohio Volunteer In-

fantry, under the command of Colonel iloody

of Mansfield, Ohio. Three of his brothers,

James, Josiah and Noah were also soldiers in

the war, and Columbus D. Culp, a brother of

Mary C. Huntsman, was also a soldier. A.

C. Huntsman was one of six brothei's, and was
the only one who did not live to be more than
fourscore, though his two sisters died at a

younger age. A. C. Huntsman was a member
of Justice Paxton Post of the Grand Army of

the Republic at Shaucks, Ohio. He also

served almost continually for a great many
years as one of the school directors of his dis-

trict, and took much part in politics, as he
and his wife also did in the Methodist Epis-
copal Church in their locality. Of their two
sons, Cassius C. is now a farmer and resides

on forty acres of the old home farm in Perry
Township, Richland County, Ohio.

Wellington T. Huntsman grew up on that

old homestead and made the best of the ad-

vantages of the public schools in Richland
County. He also attended Holbrook Univer-
sity at Lebanon, Ohio, and began his real

career as a teacher in his home county, spend-
ing about seven years in the public schools

there. In September, 1888, he interrupted his

school work and took a business course and
graduated from the Tri-State Business Col-

lege at Toledo. He then returned to Richland
County and continued teaching that winter
when he returned to Toledo and became an
instructor in the Tri State College until No-
vember, 1891.

At that date he became connected with the

Lake Shore & IMiehigan Southern Railway as

a clerk in the civil engineering department.
Leaving the railroad he became chief deputy
in the city auditor's office, at that time under
the administration of Major George V. Roulet.

He remained in the auditor's office until June
1, 1901, and then resigned to become con-

nected with the S. M. Jones Company of

which the late Samuel M. Jones, Toledo's

famous Golden Rule Mayor was the head. He
continued with former Mayor Jones until

January 1, 1903, resigning to take the posi-

tion of state examiner of municipal accounts

under the state auditor. That was his posi-

tion from January 1, 1903, to August 1, 1906,

and his headquarters at that time were in

Columbus.
Leaving the state auditor's office and re-

turning to Toledo, Mr. Huntsman became
chief deputy under Ed L. Kimes, then county
clerk of Lucas County, and held that posi-

tion until August, 1911. From that date until

August, 1913, he served by election as clerk

of the courts of Lucas County, finally leaving

that office because at that time the democrats
and progressives together had more power
than the republican party in this county.

After a month's vacation, Mr. Huntsman
in September, 1913, identified himself with the

Continental Trust and Savings Bank Com-
pany as secretary-treasurer, and was with

that institution until March 1, 1915. He then

became county manager for the R. L. Boi-

lings Company, dealers in bonds and securi-

ties, and left that concern on February 26,

1916, since which time he has been connected

with C. C. Truax and Company, Investment

Brokers, Second National Bank Building,

Toledo, Ohio. Mr. Huntsman is also a director

of The Interstate Stock Yards Company of

Toledo.

In politics he is a republican, is affiliated
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with Rubicon Lodge No. 237, Free and Ac-
cepted Masons at Toledo, Fort Jleigs Chapter,
Boyal Arch Masons ; Lucas Lodge No. 148 of

the Knights of Pythias; Toledo Lodge No.

402, Independent Order of Odd Fellows; and
with Lodge No. 101, Loyal Order of Lions
which he helped to organize.

Outside of his official life and his business

affairs, ]\Ir. Huntsman has for years been a

devotee of music. He is himself a popular
singer, knows music thoroughly, and has been

a factor in musical work in Toledo and else-

where. He takes a justifiable pride in the

fact that he was made an honorary member
of two Grand Army of Republic Posts at

Toledo, Volunteer Post and Forsyth Post.

This honor was bestowed because of his kind-

ness and helpfulness in behalf of the old sol-

diers of the community. He assisted many of

them to secure their pensions, has sung for

them at their entertainments, and has given

them every aid he could possibly render and
always without any remuneration whatever.

He is a member and vice president of the

Orpheus Club, a male chorus organization of

Toledo. In St. John's ilethodist Episcopal

Church he has had charge of the church choir

for years, has been .superintendent of the

Sunday school since 1908, and his enthusiastic

devotion to church and musical affairs has

been one of the strong influences in his life.

Mr. Huntsman is also a member of the To-

ledo Commerce Club and the Kiwanis Club,

and a member of the board of directors of

Flower Hospital.

His city home is at 2033 Summit Avenue
and he has an attractive summer cottage on
Toledo Beach, north of Toledo, where he

spends much of the time during the summer.
Mr. Huntsman is president of the Protestant

Chapel Association, organized in the spring

of 1916, for the purpose of constructing the

present chapel at a cost of about $3,000 on
Toledo Beach, and thus providing a place for

worship to the many cottagers who spend their

week ends in that vicinity during the sum-
mer months. Previously the nearest Protes-

tant church had been at Erie, Michigan. Mr.
Huntsman is superintendent of the Chapel
Sunday school.

On November 10, 1896, Mr. Huntsman
married Miss Marian B. Bankson, who was
born in Detroit, received her education in the

public schools of Marshall, Jlichigan, and is a

daughter of William and Margaret (Joy)
Bankson. Her mother died many years ago
and her father was retired on a pension in the

fall of 1915 after having been in the employ
of the Michigan Central Railway for more
than half a centurj'. He now lives at Detroit.
Mrs. Huntsman is a member of the Lower
Town Study Club, and takes much part in
church and Sunday school affairs.

John P. Andresky, a representative of The
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, is a
business man who has won well deserved ad-
vancement to the enviable position he now
occupies. For many years he was in the rail-

way train service, going through the various
grades until he became a conductor. In all

the relations of his active career, which has
been comparatively brief, since he is now lit-

tle past thirty-five years of age, he has shown
a faithfulness to duty, a responsibility, and
an efficiency which constitutes solid reasons
why he should be ranked among the leaders
in business affairs.

He was born in Poland, Europe, June 4,

1880, a son of Mathew and Frances Andresky.
His mother is living in Toledo, while his fa-

ther died at Berea, Ohio, in 1903. Both par-
ents were born in Poland, Europe, were mar-
ried there, and came to the United States in

1880, landing in New York and going direct
to Grafton, Ohio. From there they moved
to Bay City, Michigan, but soon returned to

Grafton, and not long aftei"ward went to
Berea, where the father spent his last years.
Of the children now living there are two sons
and two daughters. Three sons and a daugh-
ter died in infancy, while Martin was killed

while in the yard service of the Baltimore &
Ohio Railway at Lorain at the age of twenty-
one.

John P. Andresky is the oldest of the liv-

ing children. Marguerite is the wife of Joseph
Zaehman of Toledo ; while Bertha and Joseph
are still at home with their mother. All were
born in Ohio except John F.

Mr. Andresky completed his education in

the public and parochial schools at Berea,
Ohio. He was little more than a boy when
he was taken into the railway service of the
Big Four Railway at Bei-ea. For one year
he was a fireman and then became connected
with the freight service of the Toledo Division

of the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern, now
a part of the New York Central lines. For ten

years he was a brakeman and then was pro-

moted to freight conductor in 1910, a posi-

tion he held until he resigned from the road
in 1913.

In the fall of 1906 Mr. Andresky moved his
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family to Toledo. On returning from railroad-

ing in 1913 he engaged in the life insurance

business as representative of the Metropolitan

Life of New York, which has offices in the

Ohio Building at Toledo. Since then Mr. An-

dresky has been one of the very capable agents

of this company.
"While a railroad man Mr. Andresky was a

member of the Brotherhood of Railway Train-

men, but is no longer connected with that or-

der. He is a member of the Polish Commerce
Club in Toledo in the Nebraska Avenue Dis-

trict, and is a member of the Polish Catholic

Church, St. Anthony's parish.

It was in St. Anthony's Church on Febru-

ary 22, 1905, that Mr. Andresky married Miss

Agnes Harmaeinski of Toledo. Her mother

is now deceased and her father Peter Harma-
einski still lives in Toledo. Mrs. Andresky

was born and received her education in To-

ledo, being a graduate of St. Anthony's paro-

chial school. To their union have been born

three daughters : Cecilia, Sealoma and Martha,

the oldest born in Berea and the two youngest

in Toledo.

Wesley 0. Casteel has given many years

of an industrious and honorable career to the

business of farming in Bartlow To-miship.

where he is one of the most esteemed resi-

dents. Not only his work as a farmer but his

attitude on questions of public concern and

his citizenship has commended . him to the

favor of all the people in that community.
Mr. Casteel's farm is in section 29 of Bart-

low Township. There he followed general

farming and stock raising and has developed

a splendid property. His land is well fenced

and it is of that fertile soil which was origi-

naUv reclaimed from the swamps. It is tile

drained, ditched at intervals of SVo rods. He
has substantial farm buildings, including a

barn 36 by 50 feet and a good eight-room

house. His chief crops are corn, wheat and
oats. Mr. Casteel moved to his present farm
from another place in section 31 of the same
township, where he had lived since 1892.

Mr. Casteel was born in Putnam County,
Ohio, March 22, 1871, and grew up in that

locality. He was well educated in public

schools and he has always followed the occu-
pation to which he was trained as a boy. He
lived at home until 1892. Mr. Casteel is a

son of Andrew and Margaret (Starrett)

Casteel. His father was a native of Ohio,
and as a young man he volunteered for serv-
ice in the Union army. After three years of

danger and hardship in following the flag

he veteranized in the First Ohio Cavalry, and
continued until the close of hostilities. He
was with his regiment in its almost constant

campaigning with only a brief interruption

caused by illness. He was exposed to the

enemy's bullets and to the dangers of camp
and marching for nearly four years, but es-

caped without a wound. After the war he
married, and soon removed to Liberty Town-
ship of Putnam County, where he established

a log cabin in the midst of the woods. He
has also acquired extensive tracts of land in

Henry County and has 176 acres thoroughly

cultivated and with large and substantial

buildings. He also owns 160 acres in Henry
County. He still lives on his old home farm
and is now eighty-three years of age, hale and
hearty for all the hardships he endured as a

young man. He is thoroughly capable of

looking after his farm and other business

atfairs. Politically he is a democrat. His
wife died at the old home farm in 1910 when
about sixty-five years of age. She was a mem-
ber of the Christian Church. Wesley 0.

Casteel is one of a family of three sons and
live daughters, six of whom are still living

and all married except the daughter Delia,

who is housekeeper for her aged father.

Mr. Wesley Casteel was married October
4, 1894, in his native township and county to

iliss Anna Belle Leary. Mrs. Casteel was
born in Putnam County April 30, 1875, and
was educated in the community where she
spent her young girlhood. She is a daughter
of David C. Leary, who was born in West
Virginia in August, 1842. Against his will

and his personal inclinations he was drawn
into the Confederate army at the beginning
of the Civil war, but he deserted and made
his escape to Ohio. He was married in Allen
County to Miss Lucinda McCray. His widow
is now living in Leipsic at the age of about
seventy-three. Mr. Leary died Octobei^ 1,

1898, on his farm in Marion Township of
Henry County. He was then about fifty-

three years of age. There were four sons and
three daughters in the Leary family, one of

the daughters dying in childhood, while the

others except one son are all married.
Mr. and Mrs. Casteel have four children.

Bertha M. was educated in the public schools

and is now the wife of Harry J. Zeisloft, a
farmer in Van Buren Township of Putnam
County. They have a daughter Beulah P.

Ora C. is a young man who has completed
his education in the Leipsic High School and
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is now a practical assistant to liis father on

the farm. Nora A. was born May 28, 1900,

and is attending the eighth grade of the

public schools at Deshler. Harold R. was

born June 3, 1916. The family are members
of the Christian Church at West Bellmore.

Mr. Casteel is a member of Bellmore Lodge
No. 635, Independent Order of Odd Fellows,

and of Bartlow Encampment No. 289 at

Deshler. Politically he is an independent

democrat.

Frank M. Wahler, though he started life

with no family to aid him, and had to put his

youthful strength to exertion for the support

"of the household, has won out and made good
and ranks as one of the most successful and
prosperous citizens of Deshler.

He is of old German ancestry. His grand-

parents came to this country in the early

'IDs, locating in Shelby County, Ohio, where
they became farmers and where they spent

the' rest of their days. They died when a

little past middle life. They were of the high

German stock and probably natives of Ba-

varia. They were active Catholics, and that

was tbe religion of the family for generations

back. Among their children were John,

Catherine, Joseph and Lucy, all of whom
grew up and married and had children.

Catherine became the wife of L. Ailes, a

former sheriff of Shelby County; Joseph was
a stock buyer and is still living in Shelby

County.
John Wahler, father of Frank M., grew up

in Shelby County, Ohio, and he was first a

farmer and later was a railway man with the

Panhandle Railroad Company until disabled

by an accident. He now lives in Columbus,
Ohio. By his marriage to Mary Rike three

children were born.

The mother of Frank M. Wahler was Mary
Rike. She was born in Montgomery County,

Ohio, of English ancestry, daughter of Peter

and Elizabeth Rike. Her father at one time

was toll gate keeper on one of the fine old

Pike roads leading out of Dayton, Ohio. From
tliere he removed to Shelby County to a farm
within 314 miles of Port Jefferson and lived

there until his death at the age of eighty-

two. His wife passed away when about the

same age. He was a republican and he and
his wife members of the Reformed Church.
Mr. Wahler 's mother was one of a family of

seven children. Her brother William Rike

is a widower living at Port Jefferson and has

three children. Her sister Sarah is now Mrs.

Frederick, living in Auglaize County and the

mother of two sons and one daughter; her

sister Josephine is the wife of John Dowden
and they live near St. Mary's, Ohio, and
are the parents of five children.

Mr. Wahler 's mother now makes her home
with her son William, a bachelor and the pro-

prietor of a cafe at North Baltimore, Ohio.

She is a very intelligent old lady and is now
about sixty-seven years of age. She did a

noble part by her children after she became
dependent upon her own exertions. Her
daughter Dora is the widow of George Cox
and is living at Toledo, where her daughter
Alma is married and has a son. The second
of her children is Frank jM. The third and
youngest of the family, William, has already
been mentioned as a resident of North Balti-

more.

Frank M. Wahler came with his mother
and his brother and sister to the Village of

Deshler on an April morning following the

spring primaries of 1890. The mother had
hired a man with a team to bring the house-
hold goods, and Frank, then fifteen years of

age, drove a couple of cows. Deshler M-as

then nothing more than a mud hole and the
mother and children located here and began
providing for their wants and necessities by
each one taking a hand in such work as could
be found and helping each other. The mother
lived at Deshler until 1915 when she went
to North Baltimore.
Frank M. Wahler 's first employment after

coming to Deshler was as a workman in the
stave factory of A. W. Lee. He followed that
employment for several years. He had limited
schooling when a boy and early learned to

be dependent vfpon his own exertions. From
the stave factory he became clerk in a grocery
store and subsequently engaged in the wine
and liquor business. For eight years he was
in the Gillchrist Building and on January 1,

1911, he purchased and took over the Ross
House Cafe. He has conducted that as a

model establishment of its kind and he now
finds himself in comfortable circumstances.

Mr. Wahler is the owner of two fine farms.
One of them is in Washtenaw Count.y, Michi-
gan, and consists of eighty-two acres of land,

well cultivated and improved. He has another
farm of eighty acres in Van Buren Township
of Putnam County. These farms produce
for him fine crops of corn, oats, potatoes and
other staples. The Putnam County farm has
a barn 36 by 76 feet, a five-room house, anxl

the buildings on both farms are high class
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and represent a good investment. Mr. Waliler

owns one of the fine liomes in Deshler.

He was married in Henry County to iliss

Coonie Heubner. Mrs. Waliler was boi'u in

Germany in 1872 and was brought in infancy

to this country by her parents Frederick' and
Elizabeth Heubner. The Heubner family

tii-st settled in Ottawa County, Ohio, later re-

moved to Paulding County, and her father

conducted there for a number of years a

greenhouse and floi-ist business. From there

he removed to Deshler and is still proprietor

of the leading greenhouse in this section of

Henry County. Mr. Heubner is now seventy-

nine years of age and his wife is about the

same age. They are active Lutherans and he

is a democrat in his political affiliations. Mrs.

Wahler has a brother John M., who is a stave

joiner at Cape Girardeau, Missouri. jMr. and
Mrs. Wahler have one daughter, Norma, who
was born Februaiy 24, 1904, and is now at-

tending the seventh grade of the Deshler

schools. In matters of politics Mr. Wahler
has always been stanehly aligned with the

democratic party.

Albert E. Royse. The fine crops of oats,

corn, clover and the excellent live stock ai-e

not the only features that distinguish the

farm of Albert E. Royse in section 22 of

Bartlow Township. It is a farm with an
atmosphere of general prosperity and cleanli-

ness and thoroughness of upkeep. Efficiency

is everywhere in evidence. The farm is at-

tractive to the eye, as well as a place where
profits are made.
The character of the farm is but a reflection

of the enterprise and ability of the owner.
The farm consists of 160 acres near the cor-

poration limits of Deshler. Every foot is

under cultivation, the land is thoroughly tiled,

there are strong and stout fences, and around
*he main barn 38 by 50 feet are granaries,

cribs and sheds. The family reside in a sub-

stantial nine-room house.

Mr. Royse came to this place eight years
ago from Bartholomew County, Indiana,
where he liad lived for ten years. He was a
practical and progressive farmer there, having
the management of the old Diybread estate

and operating 176 acres. By his work on
that farm he made the money which enabled
him to buv his present place in Northwest
Ohio.

Mr. Royse was born in Indiana, May 15,

1867. The family then moved to Illinois and
he was reared and educated there. From

Illinois he went to Indiana and then came
to Ohio. He is a son of Hiram and Ellen
(Long) Royse. His father was born in

Indiana and his mother in Ohio. Hiram
Royse was a son of Aaron and Elizabeth (Mc-
Gun-e) Royse, early settlers in Bartholomew
County, Indiana, where they spent their lives

as prosperous and successful farmers. Hiram
Royse after his marriage continued to live in

Bartholomew County, and two daughters and
one son were born there, Emily, Amanda and
Albert. The other children are Alice, Ella,

Josephine, Clara, John and Harvey. About
the close of the Civil war the family moved out
to Illinois and located on the raw prairie in

Piatt County. Hiram Royse made a success as

a farmer in Illinois, and after many years of

successful effort died there in May, 1900,
at the age of fifty-nine. His widow is still

living at the old home in Piatt County and is

now seventy-seven years of age. She is an
active jNIethodist, a church with which her
husband was affiliated, and he was also a
democrat.

Mr. Albert E. Royse 's sister Mary is the
wife of John Stillabower, and they live in

Iowa and have a family of sous and daugh-
ters. Ella died in childhood. Clara died
after her marriage to William Odaffer of
Piatt County. Josie is the wife of Oscar
Olson, a farmer near the old Royse home-
stead in Illinois. John lives on a farm
adjoining the old home and is the father of

one son and two daughters. Harvej- is still

living with his mother.
Albert Royse was reared and educated in

Goose Creek Township of Piatt County. He
was married in Dewitt County, Illinois, to

Florence Winger. She was born December
9, 1873, a daughter of Fred Winger, a native
of Germany who came to this country when
a young man and located in Dewitt County,
Illinois. He married a native of this county
and they became successful and prosperous
farmers. He died there while Mrs. Royse
was an infant. Her mother married two other
husbands, and was three times a widow and
she died in February, 1913, at the age of
seventy-three. Mrs. Royse had a sister who
died young and she is now the only survivor
of her father's children.

ilr. and Mrs. Royse became the parents of
eight children. Sylvia is the wife of Fred
Freed, a farmer of Bartlow Township, and
their children are Harold and Raymond. The
second daughter Edith is still at home. Roscoe
A. born April 22, 1900, is still carrying on his
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studies in school and also assisting on the

farm. The others are Edna, aged fifteen, Ray
thirteen, Floyd deceased, Earl and Catherine.

The family are members of the United
Brethren Church. In matters of polities Mr.
Royse is independent and gives his vote where
lie thinks it will do the most good.

J. August Hoops has long been a recog-

nized leader among the German community
of Richfield Township, and this leadership is

due to his many sterling qualities as a busi-

jiess man, farmer, gentleman and earnest

worker in behalf of schools, churches and
everything that betters the community life.

In his efforts he has prospered as a farmer
and has a splendid place in Richfield Town-
ship in section 33. He is a director of the

German Fire Insurance Company of Defiance

and Henry counties, and has had a place on
The board of this splendid corporation for

twenty-one years. The company has a suc-

cessful record of forty years of growth and
business, and now carries $7,000,000 insurance
in the two counties.

Mr. Hoops like many residents of Henry
County was born in Hanover, Germany, No-
vember 21, 184-1, a son of Henry Hoops was a

cabinet maker, was married in Hanover, and
during the '50s he and his wife came to the
I'nited States, though the son J. August re-

mained behind. Henry lived for a time in

Wisconsin, working in a carpenter shop and
also operating a furniture store. His first

wife died there in the prime of life, and he
married again and moved to Detroit, where
both of them died when quite old. They were
strict members of the Lutheran Church.
When J. August Hoops was a small boy he

went to the home of his uncle "William Hoops
and came to manhood under that roof. He
was given the substantial training of the Ger-
man schools and fitted himself for a life of

usefulness before he came to America. It

was in February, 1866, when he was about
twenty-one years of age that he .started with
a colony of twenty-one other young men and
crossed the ocean on the steamship Herman
to New Yoi'k. From there he came on west
to Toledo and a little later to Oklahoma in

Henry County. His first stay in Henry
County was not long. Going to Chicago, he
followed the painting trade until after the
Chicago fire of 1871, suh.sequently spent some
months in the South at New Orleans, then re-

turned to Chicago and was in that eitv until

the fall of 1873. Since that date .Mr.' Hoops

>ntinuous resident of Henryhas been
County.
He bouglit land in Freedom Townsliip and

was a resident farmer in that locality for
fifteen years. He then removed to Richfield
Township and bought the place of 110 acres
and a fraction on which he has since lived.

The land when he bought it had very few
improvements, but it has since been drained,
fenced, built up and developed as a farm
second in productivity and value to none in
that locality. The soil is exceptionally rich

and fertile and Mr. Hoops knows how to get
the maximum yield out of a given acreage.
The farm is particularly noted for its heavy
crops of hay and clover. Since buying and
developing this farm Mr. Hoops has also ac-

quired two other good places in Bartlow
Township not far from the homestead, and
these farms are likewise improved.
Mr. Hoops was married in Toledo in 1871 to

Wilhelmina Springhorn. She was born in
the same village of Germany as her husband,
and in 1868, she came to America, alone so
far as her immediate family was concerned,
but in company with a party of Hanover
people. Later she was joined by her brother
Henry and two sisters who are now married
and live in Toledo. Mr. and Mrs. Hoops
have been married -forty-five years. Children
have been born, have grown up, have been
educated and have found places of usefulness
in the world, and they now have not only
children but grandchildren around their
home. Two, William and Lena, died after
growing up and marrying. William left three
children. Alma, Helena and Wilhelmina.
Lena married Fred Behrmann and she died
at the birth of her only child, also deceased.
Carrie, the oldest of those living, is the wife
of Heni-y Cordes, a farmer in section 34 of
Richfield Township, their children being
Minnie, Emma, Ernest and Rudolph. Kath-
rina is the wife of Henry Gobrogge of Marion
Township, and she has children named Freda,
Sophia, Ernest, ]\Iinnie, Martin, Walter and
Garrett. Henry lives on his father's farm
and by his marriage to Minnie Helemke has
three children. Clara. Paul and Edna. Mary
is the wife of Henry Meyer, a resident on
section 1 of Bartlow Township, and has also
three children, Bernhard, Hannali and Ed-
win. Fred is an active farmer in Bartlow
Township, married Erma Brandt and has
children named Esther. Martin and Hilda.
Amelia married Otto Panning, a Bartlow
Township farmer and has three children,
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Louisa, Martha, and Alma. All the family

are membei-s of the local St. John's Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church. ]\Ir. Hoops was one

of the first members of this church and for

many years has been otScially identified with
its work. Politically he is a democrat and
while living in Freedom Townshig served nine

years as justice of the peace and finally re-

fused to accept the office any longer.

Henry H. Rohrs. It is only a man of

e;s;ceptioual force of character, determination,

and unlimited energy who could accomplish

so mucli in the face of so many adversities as

Henry H. Rcflirs has accomplished during his

career in Henry County. People in that sec-

tion know him as one of the pi'ominent and
successful farmers of Bartlow Township, but

a number of years ago he was only a poor
German youth, with little education, and with
nothing to depend upon except the labor of

his hands and an active mind.
Though most of his life has been spent in

Henry County, Mr. Rohrs is a native of Han-
over, Germany, where he was born May 30,

1867. His people have been in Hanover for

an untold number of generations, and had
been Protestants and Lutherans from the

time of Martin Luther himself. He is a son

of Henry and Mary A. (Veddinger) Rohrs,
who were honest but poor and thrifty people

of the farming class in Hanover. Their four
children were born in Hanover, namely

:

Catherine, now the wife of William Sehwacke,
a garage man at Toledo; William, who died
at the age of seven years and seven months
after the family came to this country ; Henry
H. ; and Fred, who is head janitor of the
Nicholas Building at Toledo and is married
but has no children.

The parents with these children sought to

better their circumstances in the New World
and left Bremen on a steamship for New
York City. From New York they kept on
westward until they arrived in Napoleon,
Ohio, and soon afterward located in Freedom
Township. The father leased a tract of new
land and began farming with a cash capital

of $30. But the real calamity was not in
the slender resources and heavy work that
confronted him, but the heavy blow which
befell the family seven months later, when as

a result of typhoid fever the beloved mother
and one of the sons were carried away. Dur-
ing the long sickness all the available resources
had been expended and there were bills for
medical attendance amounting to $500. Good

and kind neighbors came to the

of the stricken family, and their assistance

proved help in time of need. The father after

his seven years' lease had expired rented the

land four years longer and then moved to

Jlonroe Township of Henry County, buying
119 acres which he cleared up and on which
he still makes his home. His later years

have brought him a reasonable degree of pros-

perity, and he now has a fine farm and im-

proved with excellent buildings. For all the

hardships he has been through he is still hale

and hearty and is thoroughly competent to

look after his business affairs, though the

heavy work he has transferred to younger
shoulders and is now leading a rather quiet

and leisurely life. He is a democrat. After
the death of his first wife he was married
in Freedom Township to Miss Mary Elling,

a native of Germany. She came to this

country when a young woman and joined an
uncle in Heniy County-. She became the

mother of three children : William, who is

married and occupies the old homestead anu
has two daughters and two sons ; George, who
died at the age of eight years; and Ida, who
died in infancy.

Henry H. Rohrs was only a child when his

mother died and he came to know life in its

most serious aspects through the troubles of

that period. As soon as his strength permitted
he took his place Ijeside his father in the

fields and in the woods and did much of the

heavy work in clearing and improving.
Naturally his educational opportunities were
neglected and he has had to depend upon his

own observation and study to make up for

early deficiencies. Before he was twenty
j^ears of age he set out on his own account,

and put in many days of hard labor for others

before he was ready to go on his own hook.

He leased and rented lands in ilouroe Town-
ship for a number of yeai"S, and finally leased

and cleared up forty acres in Bartlow Town-
ship. He left that to i-ent another place, and
finally he was in a position, through careful

savings, to buy the 119 acres in section 6

which now comprises his fine farm. He has

through his own labors cleared up a large

part of this land, has all the low lands under
ditch, and has fenced and canned on improve-
ments through practically everv year. In
1911 he built a large modern barn" 38 by 72
feet, with a shed across the entire width.

This furnishes ample quarters for stock and
grain and he also has a granary with a ca-

pacity of over 2,000 bushels. Lender his man-
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agement his farm produces some bumper crops

and farm system and management at its best

can be witnessed on the Rohrs' place. He has

also provided a modern eight-room dwelling

for his family.

Mr. Rohrs was married at Holgate to Miss

Anna Martines. She was born in Pomerania,

Prussia, November 24, 1871, and her people

for many generations had been Prussians.

Her parents were Carl and Johanna (Went)
Martines, both natives of Prussia and farmers.

They both died in their native country in

1887. The year after their death Mrs. Rohrs

set out for the United States, traveling all

alone from Bremen on the ship Elizabeth to

Baltimore. She came to this country to join

her sister Mrs. Bertha Schrader and her un-

married sister Augusta who had come across

in 1887 and had located in Monroe Township
of Henry County, Ohio. Mi'S. Rohrs soon

found an opportunity to make her own liv-

ing, was employed at Napoleon and Holgate,

and worked for others until she married and
entered upon her duties as mother and hoiise-

wife. Her sister Augusta subsequently mar-
ried Dick Sandman, and she died in the prime
of life leaving four children.

A large family of twelve children have been

born to Mr. and Mrs. Rohrs, and these chil-

dren are much more liberally provided for

than were their parents during their youth.

Fred, the oldest, was born May 16, 1891, is a

resident of Deshler and by his marriage to

Elizabeth Helmke has a daughter Hilda.

Henry, born September 7, 1892, is still at

home. The next two children John and Paul
died when young. George is now working at

the harness trade in Napoleon. William and
Ernest, next in age, also died as children.

Anna is attending school, and the other chil-

dren, all at home, are named Otto, Ida, Martha
and Edna.
The family and all their ancestors have been

Lutherans, and Mr. and Mrs. Rohrs are active

membei-s of the Freedom Lutheran Church.

He has served as trustee of that congrega-

tion. When national questions are at stake

he is a democrat, but in matters of local im-

provement and government he votes for the

man and the policy.

John W. Conrad has made his mark as a
progressive farmer in Henry County since

locating there about six years ago. Mr. Con-
rad had his earlier experiences and successes

as an agriculturist in that particularly rich

and prosperous District of Illinois known as

Champaign County, one of the banner agri-

cultural counties of the prairie state.

His Henry County farm is in section 15 of

Bartlow Township. His home place consists

of 160 acres. It is all under cultivation and
is a part of a large area which formerly was
practically valueless for farming purposes,

since it was covered with heavy woods and
swamps. Mr. Conrad's land is completely

drained and is fit for cultivation at practically

all times in the year. A large amount of

money has been expended in tile draining.

Four inch tile is used, and the lines of tile are

four rods apai't over the entire area. Another
characteristic of the farm is its substantial

buildings. Mr. Conrad and family live in

a modern home of seven rooms. For several

years Mr. Conrad gave most of his attention

to growing both grain and livestock and feed-

ing several carloads a year. Now he sells his

crops of grain in the local markets. It has
been his experience that the shipper ami
packer have creamed the profits of livestock

at the expense of the producer, and for that

reason he has found it more satisfactory to

get his profits direct from the crops of the

soil.

It was in March, 1911, that Mr. Conrad
bought his Henry County land. At that tiiue

he obtained 360 acres in a single body, partly

in section 10 and partly in section 15. On one
farm he has two sets of building equipment.
Prior to coming to Ohio Mr. Conrad had for

a number of years been engaged in farming
in Champaign County, Illii;ois, and had ac-

quired the prosperity which he invested on

removing to Ohio.

He was born in Greene County, Iowa, in

1862, and was reared and educated partly in

that state and partly in Illinois. His father,

John Conrad, was a farmer and went into the

Civil war as a member of Company E Thirty-

ninth Iowa Infantry. John W. Conrad never
had any conscious recollections of his soldier

father. The latter sei-ved faithfully in the

ranks and while he escaped wound he was
taken ill toward the close of the war and died

leaving his widow with four small children.

John W. was the youngest and was an infant

toddling about on the floor of the home and
without any realization of what the death of

his father meant to the family. Some years

later the widowed mother married again and
she also had children by her second husband.

She died in middle life. John W. Conrad
has a brother J. Harvey, who is married and
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has a family and lives in the State of Cali-

fornia.

Since he was twelve years of age John "W.

Conrad has been making his own way in the

world. It was a long and hard struggle but
he persisted and with industry and courage
finally won out. He owned his first land in

Champaign Count}-, Illinois, and he eventually

became convinced that the high priced land
of that section of the state was less profitable

for general agriculture than the land equally

good if not better and cheaper in price in

Western Ohio.

Mr. Conrad was married in Champaign
County, Illinois, to Miss Minnie Parsley. She
was born at Urbaua, Illinois, ^lay 5, 1867, and
was reared and educated there. Her parents
James and Margaret (Orinton) Parsley were
natives respectively of Virginia and North
Carolina. They met and married in Greene
County, Indiana, lived on a farm there until

about the breaking out of the Civil war, when
they moved to Urbana Township of Cham-
paign County, Illinois. Three sons were born
in Indiana, Edward, Daniel and Lee, and
three daughters in Champaign County, Flora
B., Lillie F. and Mrs. Conrad. Both the other
daughters died when small children, ilrs.

Conrad has three living brothers, Lee, Daniel
and Edward, ilrs. Conrad's parents spent
the re.st of their lives on their fine farm of

150 acres in Urbana Township, where her
father died at the age of sixty-one and her
mother at seventy-four. She was an active

member of the Methodist Episcopal Church
and Mr. Par.sley was a democrat.

Five children have been born to Mr. and
Mrs. Conrad. Alta is the wife of Roy Walter,
whose home is at Deshler in Henry County
and whose duties take him away from home
as an express messenger on the Baltimore and
Ohio Railway. Mr. and i\Irs. Walter have two
daughters, Frances and Ruth. Charles, the

oldest son, is a practical farmer and is help-

ing his father in the management of the

Henry County estate. He married Vina
Redd, a young lady of Wood County, Ohio,
and they live on the Conrad farm. Dora is

the wife of Gus Broka, a farmer in Jackson
Township of Wood County. Mr. and Mrs.
Broka have a daughter Helen. Grace and
Bertha P., the two youngest children are
still at home, both in school, Grace being in
the sixth grade. :\Ir. Conrad and family at-

tend the ilethodist Episcopal Church. He
is a republican politically and in fraternal

matters takes a part in Deshler Lodge No. 617
Independent Order of Odd Fellows.

Dickinson L. Durbin is the banker at Mc-
Clure in Henry County. For thirty-five years
or more he has been closely identified with
that community, and he and his brother and
father established the first place of business
in the village, when the site was little more
than wild land. Along with the material
success that has been accumulated in these
many years, there have also grown up around
the name of Mr. Durbin associations of the
strictest integrity, commercial candor, a

sturdj' wisdom in the management of business
affairs, and withall a lively sociability which
is a strong characteristic. While of a good
family, early represented in this section of
Northwest Ohio, Jlr. Durbin in early life had
limited opportunities, but more important was
an unlimited determination to make a .success.

He and his brother, Clark T. Durbin, are
now proprietors of the Durbin Bank of Ale-

Clure. This bank was started in 1894. In
1911 the handsome banking home was erected,

a structure in the Colonial style of architec-
ture, 25 by 50 feet, and one of the best
equipped and finest banking houses in Henry
County. All the facilities are modern, and the
strong vaults are secured by time locks both
on the outer and inner doors. This bank has
a capital of .$20,000, .$5,000 surplus, and the
deposits average about .$200,000. It has had
an unbroken record of solidity and prosperity
ever since it was established.

Like many banks this originated througli

the custom of the many patrons of the Durbin
Brothers, then merchants, entrusting their

surplus funds to the keepers of the store.

The Durbin Brothers had accounts with both
Toledo and the eastern banks, and thus their

customers found it convenient to transact
their banking business as well as buy their

merchandi.se through the store. Gradually
the banking department was separately or-

ganized, and for many years Dickinson L.

Durbin has given his time and attention to

that business.

It was in June, 1880, that Thomas W. Dur-
bin and his two sons, Dickinson L. and Clark
T., opened their stock of general merchandise
at McClure. That was before the rails had
been laid on the Cloverleaf Railroad and
McClure was then more a promise than an
actuality. Dickinson Durbin took charge as
manager of this store, and continued in that
capacity iintil he assumed the management of



HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO 1821

the bank, while his brother Clark took over

the store and conducted it until December,

1916, when, owing to ill health, he closed out

and the old store is now no more.

Mr. Dickinson L. Durbin was born within

three miles of the Village of ilcClure, a little

more than tifty years ago. He grew up on

the home farm, attended public schools and
had one year in college, but has acquired his

knowledge of men and business affairs chiefly

by experience. As a boy he took his place

behind the counter in his father's general

store, and his knowledge of merchandising is

the product of most thorough experience.

The Durbins are Scotch-Irish, and they

settled in Maryland before the Revolutionary

war. Mr. Durbin 's grandfather, Thomas W.
Durbin, Sr., spent all his life in Maryland,
and of his family of children Thomas W., Jr.,

and James both came to Ohio. James Durbin
was a lawyer, but after coming to Ohio dur-

ing the "SOs he became a contractor on a canal

and also an engineer. He married Sarah Fisk,

of Heniy County, and they had the follow-

ing children: John, who was drowned when
fourteen years of age ; Rodney C, who became
a railway mail clerk, lived for many years

at Napoleon and is now a resident of Toledo

:

Eva, who for thirty years taught school in

Chicago, and is now married; Edward, who
became a prominent .young lawyer in Toledo,

but died before marriage. After these chil-

dren were grown James Durbin and wife sep-

arated, the former spending his last days in

Kansas and the latter in Chicago.

Thomas W. Durbin, Jr., was born in

Frederickstown, Maryland, in 1822, and was
still unmarried when he came to Ohio. At
that time he was a blacksmith, and he had
some experience at that trade in the Village

of Texas in Henry County. Later he taiight

school, also did contract work on the ]Miami

Canal for some years, and then engaged in

business as a merchant at Texas. His surplus

capital he invested in land until he owned
some very extensive tracts. In 1908 he re-

tired from business and moved to Chicago,

where he is now living in his ninety-fourth

year, though still quite hale and hearty. He
was one of the stanch leaders of the demo-
cratic party in the early days of Henry
County, and it is said that he never aspired
for any office which he did not get. He
served as county clerk, county recorder and
county commissioner. His wife, who died in

Chicago in 1915, at the age of eighty-four,

was before her marriage Lucinda King. She

was born in Perry County, Ohio, was edu-
cated there and in Seneca County, and was
a daughter of Jacob King, who was both a

fai-mer and a local minister, of the German
Reformed Church. Jacob King was an early

settler both in Perry and Seneca counties,

and died during the '40s. Thomas W. Durbin
and wife later in life became members of
the Methodist Episcopal Church.

George, the oldest of the children of Thomas
W. Durbin and wife, died in infancy. Charles
has never mari'ied and spent most of his time
at Youngstown, Ohio. The daughter Gayette
has gained unusual distinction as a woman
physician. She was born in Washington
Township of Henry County, attended the

public schools there, and was one of the early

graduates of the Woman's College of Medi-
cine in New York City. For over thirty

years she has ranked as one of the foremost
women practitioners in the City of Chicago.
She is the wife of Dr. Emil Ries, who for

years has ranked as one of the most promi-
nent surgeons not only of Chicago but of the

United States. Doctor Ries was born in Ger-
many, gi-aduated in medicine at Stuttgart and
Berlin, and for many years has praqticed

surgery in Chicago. Doctor and I\Irs. Ries
have one son, Emil, Jr., now sixteen years of

age and a student in the University of

Chicago.

Clark T. Durbin, business partner of Dick-
inson L., and who only recently retired from
merchandising at McClure, married Hattie
Light, of Damascus Township. A brief record
of their children is as follows : Frances, who
finished her education in a high school in

Chicago and is now the wife of Leo Pilliod

and lives in Grand Rapids, Ohio : Zoe. a high
school graduate of Chicago,, is clerk and as-

sistant cashier in her uncle's bank: Dorothy
is a graduate with the class of 1917 of the

MeClure High School : Thomas is in the medi-
cal department of the Universitv of Michigan.

Mr. Dickinson L. Durbin was marriec^ at

Napoleon to Miss Anna M. Mcintosh, daugh-
ter of Thomas and Ola (McWilliams') Mc-
intosh and a maternal granddaughter of

Charles McWilliams, one of the prominent
pioneers of Henry Count.y. Both the Mc-
intosh and J\IcWilliams families were actively

identified with the early life and affairs of

Henry County. 'Sirs. Mcintosh is still living,

making her home at Napoleon, and is quite
active at the age of sixty-five. These families
were all Presbyterians. Mr. Durbin is a demo-
crat, and his wife is a Presbyterian. He is a



1822 HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO

member of the Independent Order of Odd
FeUows.

Mr. and Mrs. Durbin have the following

children : Lillian G., who graduated from the

McClure High School in 1913, attended Ober-

lin College in 1911-15, later graduated from
Dr. Mary Laws Kindergarten School at

Toledo and is now assistant to the principal

of the Lincoln High School at Toledo, ilil-

dred A. is a member of the class of 1918 in

the MeClure High School. Melba is four

years of age.

I

Adelbeet E. Couch. Through more than

sixty years of residence members of the Couch
family have accomplished a great deal for the

development and improvement of Henry
County. Mr. Adelbert E. Couch represents

the second generation of the family residence

in this county, and though he had little to

start with he has built up a splendid country
home and farm in Richfield Township, where
he is among the most honored residents.

He was born in Liberty Township, Henry
County, May 5, 1865. His early years were
spent on the old home, and by personal recol-

lection he recalls many things which belong

to the pioneer period of the county. He at-

tended the schools of Damascus Township.
There have been three generations of the

Couch family in Ohio. His grandparents
were Barnabas and Clarissa (Baird) Couch,
who spent most of their lives at Jeromeville

in Ashland County, Ohio. Barnabas Couch
was a harness maker and worked at that trade

iu Jeromeville until his death in 1841. His
widow survived him about ten years.

Curtis Couch, father of Adelbert E., was
born in Granville, Licking County, Ohio, in

1823. He was jnarried at Oberlin to Miss
Amanda Hemenway. She was born in New
York State of Yankee stock. When she was
nine years of age her mother died in Jeffer-

son County, New York. Ten years later she
and her father came to the Western Reserve
of Ohio, where he died and where she grew
to womanhood. Curtis Couch and wife lived

for some time after their marriage at Wooster
and in Ashland County, and while there their

oldest child, Luther A. Couch, was born iu

1855. In 1857 the family sought a new home
in Henry County. They spent li/o years in

Napoleon, and then went into the woods of
Liberty Township and started life as real

pioneers. After coming to Henry County
four other children were born: Rufus, at
Napoleon in 1858; Kindle in 1859; Alva in

1862 ; Adelbert E. in 1865 ; and Mary, in 1868.

Marj' is the wife of C. L. Boulton of Trum-
bull County and the mother of one daughter.
Alva is a farmer in Guthrie County, Iowa,
and has a daughter Lena. Kindle is a mer-
chant in Portland, Oregon, and has two
daughters, Hazel and Louisa. The oldest

child, Luther A., lives in Bismarck, North
Dakota, and has five sons and one daughter
living. Rufus lives at Casey, Iowa, and has
three sons and two daughters. The parents
of these children are now deceased. Curtis

Couch died in Ashtabula County, Ohio,

November 28, 1910, and his remains were
brought back to Napoleon and laid beside his

wife, who had died October 11, 1909. She
was an active Methodist, and he was a re-

publican.

In Damascus Township of Henry County
March 6, 1892, Adelbert E. Couch married
iliss Rebecca Latta. She was born in Monroe
Township of Henry Count}- December 13,

1861, a daughter of David H. and Sarah
(Fickel) Latta. Both her parents are now
deceased. They were among the early settlers

of Monroe Township. Her mother died there

at the age of forty-nine, while Mr. Latta
passed away October 4, 1904. They were
active in the United Brethren Church and
he was a republican.

When Mr. and Mrs. Couch were married
they had very little money, but faced life with
determination and energy sufficient to bring
them all they desired. For the first twelve
years they were tenant farmers in Damascus
Township. In the meantime Mr. Couch, by
the thrifty accumulations of himself and his

wife, was able to purchase in 1895 a forty-

acre tract of wild land in section 18 of

Richfield Township. He began the work of
clearing and improving that land, but did not

occup.y it until 1904. Since then this forty

acres has become the nucleus of a very fine

farm. The rise in land value in this section

of Ohio is well illustrated by Mr. Couch's
vai'ious purchases of land. For his first forty

acres he paid $35 an acre. Some years later

when he was prepared to increase his holdings

by another forty acre purchase he had to pay
$60 an acre. A few j'cars ago an addition

of fifty acres to his farm cost him .$100 an

acre. All his land is the best of soil and
is improved up to the very best standards of

Ohio agriculture. He has a fine concrete

house of thirteen rooms, fitted up in the best

stvle. His barn is 36 bv 80 feet, surrounded
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with various cribs, granaries and other

buildings.

Mr. Couch enjoyed a very happy married
life of over twenty years. His wife died

January 15, 1916. She was a devout mem-
ber of the United Brethren Church. There
is only one child living, David C, who was
born October 1, 1894, was reared and educated
in Henry County, and is now the practical

manager of his father's fine farm. David
married iMaude Johnson, who was born in

Damascus Township, September 23, 1893, and
before her marriage was a popular and suc-

cessful music teacher. They were married
December 26, 1913. Mr. and Mrs. Couch also

had an adopted child, Grace Stickley, who
grew up in their home, married George
Weasel, and they now occupy the large

Thompson estate in Richfield Township. Mr. .

Couch and his son are vigoi'ously aligned with

the republican party.

John Donovan is member of a prominent
family of that name long identified with

Henrj' County, and for many years has been
active in the community life of Deshler.

Mr. Donovan was born on the "old Donovan
homestead in a log cabin in Washington Town-
sliip, Heni-j' County, about sixty years ago.

At the time of his birth the entire country
was new and wild and the log cabin home
in which he first saw the light of day was
situated two miles north of the Maumee River.

He is a son of John and Catherine (Hannan)
Donovan. His father was born in Ireland, of

Irish Catholic parents, and after reaching
manhood he emigrated to America, being six

weeks on the voyage. The vessel's destination

was New York, but it was driven out of its

course by adverse winds and landed the pas-

sengers at Halifax, Nova Scotia. He soon
afterwards found his way to Ohio and in this

state met and married his wife. She was a

native of Canada and of Irish parents, having
come to Ohio when she was a young woman.
John Donovan, Sr., worked for a time on the

old Maumee Canal. Later he bought land a

mile or two north of the canal in section 34 of

Washington Township. The labor of his

hands constructed the log cabin and he and
liis wife were in the midst of real pioneer
circumstances for many years. His first pur-
chase of land was eighty acres. He cleared,

it off and made a farm of it, and his pro.s-

perity enabled him to acquire eventually a

place of 220 acres, constituting a valuable
farm. At that home all the seven children

were born. John Donovan is the oldest of the

family. The next younger is Judge James
Donovan, elsewhere mentioned in this pub-
lication. Margaret and Mary are twins, the

former having never married and living at

Deshler. Mary is the wife of E. J. O'Hearn,
a fruit raiser living at Calexico, California,

on the line between Mexico and the United
States. Hon. Dennis D. Donovan of Napoleon
comes next in age. Cornelius is a commer-
cial traveling man with headquarters at Keo-
kuk, Iowa.

About 1890 John Donovan, Sr., and wife
removed to Deshler and spent their last years
retired. He died at the age of about eighty,

having been born in 1820. His widow fol-

lowed him to the Great Beyond exactly ten
years later. Both were devout Catholics and
he was a democrat.
John Donovan, Jr., grew up on the home

farm in his native township and was a suc-

cessful teacher for several years. In 1883
he removed to Deshler when that was still a
hamlet and has been actively identified with
community affairs for many years. He car-

ried on merchandising, served as post master
and has filled the offices of justice of the

peace and mayor. Mr. Donovan lives in a
fine home at the corner of Maple and Lind
streets. In politics he is a democrat, and for

a number of years was local democratic com-
mitteeman.
He was married at Custer in Wood County,

Ohio, to Miss Agnes Newton, a native of

Perrysburg, Ohio. Her father George Newton
was bom in England and spent his active life

as a farmer in Wood County, where he died
when about seventy years of age. He was
twice married, Mrs. Donovan being the child

of his first wife, who died when she was a
small child. The Newton family were all ad-

herents of the Episcopal Church.
John A., the only .son of Mr. and Mrs.

Donovan, was graduated as a pharmacist from
the Ohio Northern University at Ada, clerked

three years at Lima, and has since been a

successful druggi.st at Deshler. Beatrice, the

only daughter, was educated in the public

schools of Deshler, took advanced studies at

the university at Ada and graduated from the

high school of that city. She is the wife of

Rollin C. Gordon, a clothing merchant at

Midland, Michigan. They have two children :

Robert and Rollin. Mr. Donovan and family

are members of the Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church at Deshler.
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Fred Gribbell is one of the talented young
lawyers of Henry County, and has made a

splendid record during the six years since

his admission to the bar and the establish-

ment of his office in his old home Town of

Deshler.

Mr. Gribbell was graduated in law from
the Ohio Northern University with the class

of 1911. Governor Frank Willis was actively

connected with the law department of that

school while ilr. Gribbell was a student. He
was admitted to the bar in the same year

and has since .been looking after a growing
and profitable general practice at Deshler.

He has been continuously retained as city

solicitor since his admission to the bar and
for six years has served as township clerk.

Though Mr. Gribbell was born at Belmore,

Ohio, in 1882 he was brought to Henry
County in infancy and has spent practically

all his life at Deshler. He is a son of John
and Cytharia (Ensminger) Gribbell. His
father was born in Pennsylvania of German
parentage, but when young was taken to Ohio
and grew up in Hancock County. His wife

was born in Hancock County of English
parentage. About 1873 John Gribbell came
to Deshler in the employ of the Cincinnati,

Hamilton & Dayton Railway Company, and
in 1882 moved his family to that point.

Thirty-five years ago the site of Deshler was
in the swamp, the land covered with water
and heavy timber, and it wa.s a natural game
pi-eserve. John Gribbell came to Deshler as

agent for the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton
and for years he not only handled all the

business connected with the railway at this

point but was very active in other construc-

tive affairs in the village. He sawed wood
to keep up the fire in the station and during
the time that wood was used as fuel in the

locomotives throughout this country. It was
also cut at the pump house. He rustled

trucks, sold passenger tickets, and looked after

the bills of lading for all the freight. He
subsequently was appointed the first post-

master of the village and served on the village

council. The Town of Deshler for a number
of years was a mere collection of log cabins
and board shacks. Subsequently John Grib-
bell opened a tin shop and hardware store and
continued one of the active merchants until

his death in 1898 at the age of sixty-eight.

He was a democrat in politics. His widow
died in 1912 at the age of seventy-two. Both
were wholesome, substantial people, and did
much for the good of their community.

In this village Mr. Fred Gribbell grew to

manhood, was educated in the local schools

and for a time studied law with his brother
the late J. Bruce Gribbell.

Fred Gribbell was married at Deshler to

Miss Edna House, who was born near Fre-
mont, Ohio, but was educated in Deshler and
prior to her marriage was a teacher in the

local schools. They have two children

:

Marsden, born September 10, 1914; and
Justin J., bom April 15, 1916.

Mr. Gribbell is aifiliated with the Lodge
of Masons at Deshler and is past chancellor

commander of the local lodge of Knights of

Pythias. He was the first secretary and one
of the organizers of the Boosters Club of the

David Smith is the oldest merchant of the

Village of Westhope in point of continuous
experience and service, and has sold goods
steadily to the people of that community for

over nineteen years. He has realized the best

success of the careful and conscientious mer-
chant and business man, and has at all times
proved himself a loyal and public spirited

citizen in a locality where his best years have
been spent. His father's farm was the site

of most of the Village of Westhope, and David
Smith still owns a large part of the village

and the old place.

He engaged in the hardware business at

Westhope in 1898. In the course of all these

years he has developed and expanded his

business, and now has a large store and ware-
houses and handles a general stock of hard-
ware, farm implements, wagons, buggies and
other merchandise.

David Smith was born at what is now
Westhope in Richfield Township of Henry
County, December 12, 1864, and he has knoM'n
that community and has been known in it

since childhood. He grew up on a farm,
learned his lesssons in district schools, and pre-

liminary to his career as a merchant he sold

agi'icultural implements on the road for a

time. For the past nine years he has had
as a partner August Springhorn, who has also

spent most of his life in Henry County and
is married and has a family of wife and
daughter.

David Smith is a son of Amos Smith, who
was born in Pennsylvania. Some time before

the Civil war he came to Henry County. Ohio,

and entered forty acres of land in section 16

of Richfield Township. It is on that section

that the present Village of Westhope has been
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developed. Here he and his good wife set

about to make a home and he had goue far

toward a realization of his hopes and plans

before he died in 1855, at the age of forty-nine

years. He was known as a thriftj^ and up-

right citizen and commanded universal es-

teem. Amos Smith married Mary J. Baker.

They were man-ied in Pennsylvania, and
after his death she married Charles ilc-

Candless, both of whom are now deceased.

She died about ten years ago, when nearly

seventy years of age.

David Smith was one of five children born
to liis father and mother. Three are still

living. His brother Albert Smith is unmar-
ried and lives in Oklahoma. Amanda, his only
living sister, is the wife of Henry Fehl, of

Medford, Oregon.
Mr. Smith's store occupies the original

location of the first store ever started at

Westhope. The original merchant here was
David Flowers, who engaged in the mercantile

business forty years ago and conducted his

store for ten or a dozen j^ears. The next

store was built by a Mr. Warner, and the

building and site is now owned by David
Smith. The third store was built by Harry
Andrix, and this store is now owned and con-

ducted by Bryant & Rowland, general mer-
chants.

In his native township Mr. David Smith
was married in 1883, to Miss Henrietta
Andrix. She was born in Liberty Township
of Henrj- County forty-nine years ago. She
received her early education partly in Liberty
and partly in Richfield townships. Her
father, Henry Andrix, is now seventy-six

years of age and is living in Adrian, Michi-
gan. He made a valiant record as a soldier

of the Civil war, having been a private in the
Fourteenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. In the

battle of Chickamauga he was wounded in the

right elbow, and later received an honorable
discharge. He became a well known man in

Henry County and was an expert timber
inispeetor. Henrj- Andrix married Fidelia

Taylor, April 18, 1865, a daughter of Lorenzo
and Iris Taylor. Six children were born to

them, namely. Fred, Henrietta, Henry. Del-

bert and Delia, both deceased, and Carrie.

Mr. and Mrs. David Smith have two chil-

dren living, Nellie, who is twent.v-four years

of age and is now the wife of Charles Wade,
a farmer in Richfield Township. They have
a daughter. Helen M., born October 19. 1915.

Cloyee was born January 16, 1908, and is now
in the third grade of the public schools.

Henry A. died in infancy and Delia died at

the age of eleven years. Mr. and Mrs. Smith
are members of the United Brethren Church,
in which he has served as trustee. He is a

republican and is affiliated with Tapoca
Lodge No. 715 of the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows at Hamler.

John C. Meyer. It will not be denied that

some of the most prosperous farmers of North-
west Ohio live in Henry County. Some of

them are experts in their business and they
deserve their prosperity because what they
have they won by the hardest kind of work
and systematic effort. This section of Ohio
was originally and not so long ago a con-

tinuous stretch of heavy forest and swamp.
Its i-eclamation and improvement is one of

the greatest achievements agriculturally of

which the state can boast.

One of the men who did a share in the

reclamation work and is still active in man-
aging his high class improved farm is John
C. Meyer, who was born in Adams Township
of Defiance County February 1, 1860. Mr.
Meyer is of substantial German stock. His
parents were J. Christ and Sophia (Kuster)
Meyer, both of whom ^ere natives of Hanover
and of Lutheran families. They grew up in

Hanover, were of the farming cla.ss, and after

their marriage two daughters were born to

them in the old country. The oldest Anna
died at the age of ten years in Defiance
County. The second Mary died after her
marriage to Casper Miller and left three sons
and three daughtei"s.

In 1853 the little Meyer family took pas-
sage on a sailing vessel at Bremen and were
just three months in crossing the ocean to New
York City and arriving at Forida, Henry
County, Ohio. From there they came to De-
fiance County. Christ Meyer brought with
him to this country $400 in capital. The
greater part of this he used to purchase eighty

acres of land in Adams Township. What was
left he used to. purchase a couple of cows.

The only improvement on the land when he
bought it was a log cabin. That was the first

habitation of the Meyer family in America.
The parents began at once to make a home.
and in the course of time the land was im-
proved and cleared and represented a very
substantial property. The original hewed log

house was remodeled and extended until it

was a verv comfortable and commodious
home. Christ Meyer also put up barns and
other buildings and was enjoying financial
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independence long before he died. His wife

died at the old home in 1907 at the age of

seventy-eight. He died three years later in

1910 at the home of his son Henry in the same
township and was at the time eighty-nine

years of age. Both were active in the

Lutheran Church. The children born in this

country were five in number. Herman died

at the age of forty-eight leaving a family of

children. Henry died in Defiance County in

Adams Township in January, 1914, at the age

of fifty-six, and by his marriage to Dora
Bremer, who is still living, has four sons and a

daughter. The next in age is John C. Meyer.

Fred lives on a farm in Ridgeville Township
of Henry County, has been twice married, and
has two sons and two daughters by his first

wife. Christ is now manager of the Fair

Store in Deshler, and by his marriage to Dora
Imbrock has two sons and one daughter.

John C. Meyer grew up on his father's old

home in Defiance County. He remained there

until he reached his majority and having be-

come practiced in industry and in farm work
he made a valuable hand on neighboring

farms for several years. For five years he
rented and farmed the old home. In the

meantime in 1887 he bought eighty acres of

completely wild and swampy land in section

4 of Bartlow Township, Henry County. In
thirty years m^ny changes have been made.
The timber and brush have been cut away.
Some years ago a large ditch for the benefit

of an entire district was dredged through the

Meyer farm and Mr. Meyer has ditched and
drained all his fields into that main ditch.

Thus practically every foot of his soil is

tillable and the crops testify to the splendid
fertility of the land. The building improve-
ments are also numerous. Mr. Meyer built

a barn 40 by 70 feet with twenty-one-foot

posts, with a lean-to 16 by 36 feet for cattle

and also a storm shed 12 by 30 feet. He
has other buildings for the storage of grain,

one of them 22 by 36 feet with a capacity of

2,500 bushels. His home is a food seven-room
house, and he was the architect and carpenter

in the building of all these structures.

In Adams Township, Defiance County,
Mr. Meyer married ]\Iiss Mary Meineke, who
was also born in that township and is now
forty-seven years of age. Her parents were

substantial German people who came from
Prussia when quite young and were married
in this country. They improved 120 acres

of land in Defiance County and made that

their home the rest of their days. They were
also Lutherans.

While Mr. and Mrs. Meyer were indus-

triously working to provide a home children

have grown up under their rooftree and of

these there are seven. Mary is now the wife

of Herman Schroder, a farmer in Liberty

Township, and they have two children, Esther

and Adala, the only grandchildren of Mr.

and Mrs. Meyer. The daughter Ida married

Fred Behrmaun. John is unmarried. Dora
and Fred are twins, nineteen years old, both

at home. Caroline died aged one year and
two days. Clara is the youngest of the family

and is nine years old. The family are all

active members of St. John's Lutheran
Church. Mr. Meyer served as trustee of this

church at the time it was built.

Albert Althausen. Former president of

the St. Mary's Woolen Manufacturing Com-
pany at St. Marys, the late Albert Althausen

is properly regarded as one of the men chiefly

instrumental in building up the industries

and business life of that city.

He was born in Wickrath, Germany, Janu-

uary 13, 1835. He received most of his edu-

cation in the old' country and was about thir-

teen years of age when he came to America

with his parents. His parents first located in

Mercer County. His father established a

flouring mill there and the boy grew up in

the atmosphere of that mill. Later the

parents removed to Piqua, Ohio, where the

father died. Albert Althausen remained in

Piqua, and until about 1858 was employed

by the Holtzerman Company. On coming to

St. Marys he and associates established a dis-

tillery, 'which was conducted for some years

until he sold his interests to the late A.

Pauck.
Mr. Althausen took a prominent part in

organizing the first banking institution of St.

Marys known as the Bank of St. Marys, his

associates in that being Mr. Fred Decker and

E. M. Piper. Mr. Althausen acted as cashier

until he sold his interest in the institution.

He was also actively associated as president

of the St. Marys Woolen ^Manufacturing Com-
pany, in which he had formerly been inter-

ested as a stockholder and as secretary.

After he acquired an interest in the old

woolen mills his energj- soon vitalized the

business into a big success. In 1890 Mv. Alt-

hausen organized the, Home Banking Com-

pany and became its president, an ofifiee he

continued to fill until his death in 1912.
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111 1859 he married Louisa Herzing, oldest

daughter of the late Philip Herzing. They
became the parents of four daughters:

Minnie, Mrs. E. M. Veeufliet; Emma, widow
of the late Willis Kishler; Theresa, wife of

C. W. Timinermaster of Wapakoneta, Ohio;
and Julia, wife of J. F. Stout of St. Marys.
The late ^Ir. Althausen was a Lutheran and
an active democrat. He was the recipient of

several positions of trust and honor and for

many years was a member of St. Marys School

Board.

E. M. Veenpliet. One of the industrial

distinctions of the town of St. Marys is the

St. Marys Woolen Manufacturing Company.
It has been a center of woolen manufacture
for a great many years. A prominent factor

in the upbuilding and success of this institu-

tion was the late Albert Althausen, whose
sketch precedes thi^ At the present time

the secretary and treasurer of the St. ]\Iarys

Woolen ^Manufacturing Company, and vice

president of the Home Bank Company is Mr.
E. JI. Veeufliet, who married a daughter of

the late Albert Althausen. Mr. Veeufliet is

a civil engineer by profession, but for the

past thirty years has lived at St. ^larys and
throughout that time has been actively iden-

tified with the woolen mills. It may be said

that he takes to the woolen business almost
naturally, since his grandfather was a woolen
manufacturer in Germany, where he spent
all his life.

Mr. B. M. Veenfliet was born in Saginaw
County, Michigan, August 17, 1855, a son of

George F. and Caroline (Kramer) Veenfliet.

Both parents were natives of Wesel, Ger-

many, and the maternal grandfather Kramer
was a merchant and died in Germany.
George F. Veenfliet was born in 1813 and
died in 1896, while his wife was born in 1814
and died in 1902. After they married they
came to Michigan in 1848 where he followed

farming in the northern part of the state.

He was quite a factor in politics, beeame a

republican upon the organization of that

party and was a delegate to the National Re-
publican Convention th&t nominated Abra-
ham Lincoln for president. He afterwards
tilled the office of county treasurer and was
also a member of the state legislature, and
for several years was immigration commis-
sioner of Michigan. He was a man of thor-

ough education, his family having been well-

to-do people in Germany and in addition to

the common schools he had the advantages
of a university course at Bonn, Germany.
He was a member of the Masonic Order

and of the Lutheran Church. He and his

wife had eight children, and one son, Fred,
became a Union soldier, was serving with
the rank of lieutenant in the battle of Nash-
ville, where he was killed. The four living
children are : Richard, who was also a soldier

in the Civil war, and is now an artist, living

at East Orange, New Jersey; Au^iisia, a
widow living at Freeland, Jlicliigan ; .\lina,

unmarried and living at Saginaw ; and E. M.
Veenfliet.

E. M. Veenfliet had a thorough literary and
technical education. He attended the schools

of the City of Saginaw and in 1876 was grad-
uated in the civil engineering course from
Union College at Schenectady, New York.
The following seven or eight years he devoted
entirely to his profession as a civil engineer,
but in 1886 he entered the woolen mills at

St. Marys. In March, 1880, he had married
Miss Jlinnie Althausen, daughter of the
founder of the St. Marys Woolen ilanufac-
turing Company. Mrs. Veenfliet was born
in St. Marys. They were the parents of three
children, two of whom are living: Lula, at

home; Albert F., who was a very promising
young man and died at the age of twenty-five
years, after having graduated in the law de-

partment of Harvard University, and he also

spent one year in Dresden, Germany; and
Erma, who married Arthur Sayer Brodhead
of Denver, Colorado, February 3, 1917. The
family are members of St. Paul's German
Church. Fraternally he is closely identified

with Masonry, being a member of the Lodge,
past high priest of the Royal Arch Chapter,
thrice illustrious master of the Council, and a
member of the Consistory and the Shrine. In
politics he is a republican.

Samuel Lewis Snyder. Members of the
Snyder family, have been prominently identi-

fied with the milling activities of Henry
County for a long period of years. Mrs. J.

C. Snyder with E. F. Snyder are now pro-
prietors of the Snyder Flouring Mills at Hol-
gate. This is an industry which has been in

existence almost since the village was estab-
lished, and for forty years its wheels have
been turning manufacturing products vitally
necessary to the sustenance of the people of
that community.
The flour mills at Holgate were built in

1876. The flrst owner was a Mr. Albright.
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Subsequently they were operated under the

ownei-ship of Rt;iser & Finzel, and subse-

quently under the firm name of Reiser &
Gillette. Later Mr. Jacob Reiser became sole

proprietor and in March, lS94r, sold the prop-

erty to -Mr. Samuel L. Snyder, J. A. Snyder
and J. C. Snyder. Mr. J. Jacklin has been

the miller of this plant for about ten years,

but has worked olf and on for thirty years.

For eleven years S. L. and E. F. Snyder were

associated in the management and ownership

of the mills, but two yeai-s ago E. F. Snyder
took over Samuel L.'s interest. For some
years Samuel L. had his brothers John and
Julius as partners. The mill manufactures

fine grades of Hour and meal, and the special

product is the Silver Star brand of flour,

which is the tlour used by a large number of

families in this section of Northwest Ohio.

The mill has a capacity of seventy-five bar-

i-els per day.

Samuel L. Snyder before becoming a flour

miller was associated with his brother John
in the lumber business in and near Holgate

for about six or seven years. They succeeded

their father in that industry, and Samuel L.

Snyder was employed in his father's saw mill

from the time he was seventeen years of age

until he was twenty-three.

Mr. Snyder was born in a log house in Flat-

rock Township of Henry County December 6,

1868, grew up on a farm, had farming ex-

perience as a boy, but from the age of seven-

teen has been chiefly identified with lumber-

ing and flour milling. His parents were

Jacob and Elizabeth (Lifer) Snyder. Both
were natives of Ohio, his father born in

Columbiana Count}- November 6, 1835, and
the mother in Richland County November 3,

1835. They were married in Henry County,

where their respective families had settled

about 1844. Grandfather George Snyder was
born in Hesse Darmstadt, Germany, was mar-

ried there, and on coming to America settled

in Ohio. On coming to Henry he located on

a tract of wild laud in Flatroek Township,
developed a farm, and he and his wife spent

their last years in Napoleon, Ohio. They were
about eighty years of age when they diecl.

The Snyder and Lifer families were all com-
municants of the Lutheran Church.

Jacob Snyder after his marriage located in

Flatroek Township and became well known as

a dealer and shipper of livestock. He also

conducted a farm, had a lumber mill, and for

a time was a stave inspector. He had first

class mechanical ability and also possessed

good business judgment and altogether his

life was one of prosperity and of useful serv-

ice. He died in Flatroek Township in 1900,
and his widow passed away in 1904. He was
active as a democrat but was never a seeker

for public office. Jacob Snyder and wife had
nine children ; aU of whom grew up and eight

are now living. Mary, the oldest of those

living, is the wife of Fred Franz and has a
family of children. John is married and lives

in Arkansas and has two daughters and four
sons. Catherine lives at McClure, Ohio, the

widow of G. A, Farison and has sons and
daughters. The next in age is Samuel L. Julius
a business partner for some years, died leav-

ing a widow and five children. William is a
resident on the old homestead in Flatroek
Township and has two sons and two daugh-
ters. Daniel also lives on part of the old
farm and has a family of children. Callie is

the wife of William Rettig and has four chil-

dren. Elbert S., junior partner in the Snyder
flouring mills at Holgate, married Estella

Rodey and has three sous.

Samuel L. Snyder was married in Flatroek
Township January 1, 1899, to Miss Nettie

Farison. She was reared and educated in

that township, and since her marriage has
been devoted to the obligations and responsi-

bilities of her home and family. Mr. and Mrs.
Snyder have two children. Lincoln L., named
for Abraham Lincoln, was born on the great

president's birthday February 12, 1906.

Franklin F., the youngest son, was born No-
vember 11, 1912. Mr. Snyder and family are

members of the Presbyterian Church. He and
his brothers are republicans, and he is a
Chapter Mason and his brother is secretary

of the Masonic Lodge at Holgate.

John Ross. This is a brief outline of the

family and career of a man who has distinc-

tively made good in the agricultural opera-
tions of Henry Country. Mr. Ross lives in

the little City of Deshler, has a fine home in

town, and from it he supervises the operations

of his high-class farms of 268 acres about II/2

miles north of Deshler. His work speaks for

itself. He has acquired most of his prosperity

through liis own efforts, was a strenuous

worker in earlier years, and has relaxed that

practice only to the extent of letting his in-

telligence and experience direct his enterprises

more than mere manual toil.

He is of an old Pennsylvania family of

Scotch-Irish stock. His grandfather was born

in Ireland of Scotch ancestors and from the
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information that is at hand he came to

Amei-ica a young man and was married in

Pennsylvania. He spent his years in Penn-
sylvania as a farmer, though part of the time
he was engaged in the coal mining industry.

William Ross, father of John Ross, was
born in Pennsylvania in 1832 and his brothers

and sisters were born in the same state. Later,

after William was grown and married, the

family came out to Union County, Ohio, and
established themselves as farmers near Rich-

wood. Here the parents of William Ross spent
their last years. Grandfather Ross died when
about sixty and his wife somewhat older.

Before leaving Pennsylvania William Ross
married Jemima Shawver, who was of Penn-
sylvania birth and of German ancestry. She
was born and reared in Pennsylvania. After
they came to Union County, Ohio, William
Ross took up farming and was thus actively

engaged when the Civil war broke out. On
June 2.5, 1862, he enlisted in the Eighty-second
Ohio Infantry, went to the front with his

regiment, and saw an active service of three

years and three months. Nearly all his ex-

perience as a soldier was under General Sher-
man. He was with that great leader through
the Vicksburg campaign, through that mag-
niticent drive across Eastern Tennessee and
Northern Georgia, and then in the culminat-
ing events of the war in the Carolinas. He
fought in many battles of those campaigns but
always came out uninjured and apparently
suffered little from the experience. When the
war was over he returned to his home and
family in Ohio and not long afterward he
moved to Paulding County. That was the

family home for fifteen years, and they next
went to Providence Township of Lucas
County. William Ross farmed there for a
time and died when about forty-five years of

age. His widow reared the children, and she

came with them to Henry County and died at

Deshler, Ohio, in March, 1900, at the age of

sixty-seven. Both parents were active mem-
bers of the United Brethren Church and Wil-
liam Ross was an active republican. The
children were seven in number : Sarali J., who
died unmarried at the age of thirty-five : Mrs.
Ann Langdon, a widow, living in Michigan,
the mother of two sons and one daughter;
Nettie, who died at the age of twenty-four
unmarried; John; U. Grant, who lives on a

farm near North Baltimore, Ohio, and has a

family of ten cliildren ; David, who is con-

is married but ha.s no children; and Hattie,

who died at the age of thi-ee yeai's.

John Ross was educated chiefly in Paulding
County and he reached manhood while the

familj' were living in Lucas County and in

November, 1883, he came with his widowed
mother and two brothers to Henry County.
They located in Richfield Township where
John Ross bought forty acres of woodland.
He cleared up this and put it under cultiva-

tion before he sold out. His next purchase
was 160 acres in section 22 of Bartldw Town-
ship. This is one of the fine farms whii'li he

still owns. It is improved througliniit, the

soil is thoroughly drained and the fences are

stout and permanent, ilr. Ross has for many
years grown some of the best crops of corn,

oats and hay in this section. His buildings
are all first cla.ss. His barn, iO by 60 feet, has
a cement foundation eight feet high with 16-

foot posts above, and the structure is painted
a pleasing French Gray color. The farm
house on this place is a modern nine-room
structure. Mr. Ross also owns 180 acres
of the same kind of land and with similar im.-

provements in section 1 of Bartlow Township.
The barn on this farm is very similar in con-

struction to the one just mentioned, except
that it is two feet less in height. He also

has a first class house on that farm. On the
average Mr. Ross raises sixty bushels of oats

to the acre. His fields have some times yielded
as high as ninety bushels of corn and the
average is about sixty bushels.

In 1900 Mr. Ross removed from his farm to

Deshler and l)ought an acre of land at the
corner of Maple Street and Park Avenue with
a substantial nine-room house. He also has
equipment for the care of poultry and other
conveniences of a model town home.
Mr. Ross was married in Bartlow Township

to Mrs. Nannie Hickle Jackson. She was
born in Illinois, was reared and educated in

Champaign County and for a number of years

was a dressmaker and seamstress. She came
to Henry County in February, 1912. By her
first husljand she has two children : Willard
and Opal Jackson. Willard graduated from
the Deshler High School in 1917 and Opal
is a member of the class of 1918.

Mr. Ross is an active republican and iv

polities or in civic affairs is one of the live

wires of his community. He formerly served

as a member of the city council, holding that

office seven years. He is a director of the

Farmers Elevator at Deshler.
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Newton Silas Cole. Bearing a name that

has many intimate relations with the early

settlement of Henry County more than eighty

yeai's ago, Newton Silas Cole is himself one

of the oldest living native sons of the county,

is an honored veteran of the Civil war, and
was a pioneer merchant at the Town of Hol-

gate, where he was in busiaess and civic afifairs

for twenty-five years, a leader, and where he

still resides. His many friends over that sec-

tion of Ohio unite in commending him as a

thoroughly capable citizen, one honest and
true and steadfast in any position to which
duty has called him, and the type of man who
makes any community the better for his

presence.

The genealogy of the Cole name has been

traced back by pedigree writers to the third

century in England; and from some Chris-

tian names which appear attached to the Cole

name away back and which have appeared
frequently along down the line almost to the

present time—for instance the names, Lucius,

Marcus and Albert—almost leads one to be-

lieve that the family ancestry of the subject of

this sketch can claim this lineage. They seem
to have been located in the shires of Hampshire
and Essex. The family there enjoyed the dis-

tinction of a coat of arms and apparently this

honor was granted them about 1640.

It seems apparent that the early emigrants
to Connecticut including the Coles came from
those shires, as the names of many of the

towns and cities in Connecticut are identical

with those in that part of England. Samuel
Cole the pilgrim came to America with Win-
throp and settled first in Boston. James Cole

his brother came from Essex adjoining Here-
ford in 1635 and settled in Hartford, Con-
necticut. His lot in Hartford adjoined the

lot on which stood the Charter Oak. Silas

Cole was born at Hartford, Connecticut, Sep-
tember 10, 1758. On January 1, 1777, at the

age of nineteen years he enlisted in Col. Moses
Haseu's regiment of the Continental army
and served one year. On October 12, 1779, he
re-enlisted in Col. Levy Well's regjraent as

third sergeant, was afterwards promoted to

first sergeant. His commission as such is now
held—also his powder horn he carried through
the war—by his grandson, Newton Silas Cole,

of Holgate, Ohio. His service was during the
most critical period of the Revolution, and he
fought in some of the battles which have made
early American history a page of glorious
deeds and patriotic sacrifice, as he suffered
during the winter at Valley Forge. Amos

Cole, a son of the Revolutionary soldier, was
born January 25, 1803, in Connecticut. When
he was a child the family removed to Che-
nango County, New York, and in 1812 came to

Ohio locating in Scioto County. Silas Cole

and wife both died in Southern Ohio. Amos
Cole grew to manhood in the district border-

ing on the Ohio River, and was one of the

solid pioneer citizens of his day and genera-

tion. He was married in Scioto County to

Nancy Watts. She was about the age of her
husband, and was a native of Ohio. They
commenced their married life as farmers on
the banks of the Ohio River. Their first child,

Mary Louisa Cole, was bom there in 1832. In
the same year Amos Cole and Reuben Wait,

his brother-in-law, started on a tour of ex-

ploration through Northwestern Ohio. They
inspected the land along the Maumee River
and finally bought a tract of land on the

south bank of that stream opposite the historic

Girty 's Island which is now in Henry County.
The next year they left their old home and
started for their newly acquired possessions in

the wilderness. They made tlie trip with two
teams of horses and wagons each and one
yoke of oxen and wagon, and spent many days
in following the rough trails or breaking out

roads through the woods and across the

swamps. Their route lay through what was
then known as the Black Swamp on which
it took them several days to go a few miles.

They crossed the Maumee River at Perrys-
burg and came up the north side of the river

to the John Patrick Indian trading house
which was four miles east of where Napoleon
now stands, at that time but a primeval
wilderness. From the Patrick farm they
made their progress to their lands up the river

on pirogues as there were no farther roads and
no way of crossing the river. They landed
and camped on their land iintil they built a

two family log cabin with no floor and no roof

over the center so the smoke could escape from
a two family union camp fire. There they

lived until they built for each family a large

two story hewed log house. Their lands were
an unbroken wilderness. The timber had to

be cut away to make room for crops, and such
timber! Had we today the timber that was
on those farms we would have a gold mine,

hai'dmaple, black walnut, poplar, red and
white oak, hickory, red elm and cherry. This

all had to be cut down and burned up, as

there were no mills to cut it into lumber, and
no sale for lumber. Maple sugar and mo-
lasses was a great harvest for them for years.
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The woods were full of game of all kinds,

but these sturdy farmers had no time to hunt.

The deer, wild turkey and the squirrel were
familiar objects daily on the farm, while the

bear and wolves made nightly raids on their

hogs. The Indians of the Wyandot tribe were
still there, but were removed to the Western
Reservation in 1842. Amos Cole in 1850 built

a large two story frame house, which was one
of the largest and best built houses of that

day. It was built on a road back from the

river on high ground overlooking his home
farm which at that time comprised 228 acres.

Amos Cole was not only a hard working
pioneer himself but also exercised good busi-

ness judgment in his private affairs, and those

of the public, and eventually amassed a large

amount of property, chiefly represented in

lands, of which he owned 538 acres. Much of

it was improved and put in cultivation under
his direct supervision. He lived in Henry
County until his death, in December, 1863.

The early annals of Henry County contain
rather frequent reference of the name of

Amos Cole. He was one of the commissioners
selected to organize Henry County, and served
on the board of county commissioners for a

number of years. For a number of years he
was a justice of the peace, and subsequently
became an associate judge of the county court,

an office he filled almost to the time of his

death. Thus his work and his influence in

many ways entered into the upbuilding of

Henry County as a pioneer comm.unity. In
matters of polities he supported the whig
party as long as it existed, and when the re-

publican organization took its place he cast

his vote for the first presidential standard
bearer, General Fremont, and his last presi-

dential ballot was given to Abraham Lincoln
in 1860. He was a Protestant in his religious

belief and always fed the local and traveling

preachers on their rounds and gave his sup-

port liberally to various religious causes. For
all his public and business activities he is per-

haps most deserving of the gratitude of later

generations because of his practical charities

and kindness. His generosity was wisely be-

stowed upon the poor and unfortunate, and
he was especially helpful to the many Ger-
man families when the people from that
country began settling in Heniy County. He
not only furnished counsel to many of these
German families, but aided them even more
substantially in establishing themselves and
in tiding over the critical and unproductive
period of their early settlement. Throughout

all this section of Ohio he was known as Judge
Cole, and his name was a title of respect and
of the warmest appreciation for what he was
and for what he did.

Judge Cole's widow survived until 1876.
She was an active member of the Methodist
Church and a woman of strong character, and
was closely associated with her husband in
his charitable work. Newton Silas Cole was
the fourth of their children and^the third of
the family born in Henry County. Only two
are now living, his sister being Mrs. Sophronia
May, who lives in Defiance and is the wife of
a Civil war veteran.

Newton Silas Cole was boi*n on the old
farm in Flat Rock Township, along the
Maumee River, February 9, 1838. He had
the background of a good home and excellent

influences and environment for his youth, and
he was well educated for the time. He used
his qualifications in teaching school both be-

fore and after the war. The war had not been
in progress many weeks before he volunteered
his services in defense of the Union. He en-
listed in 1861, becoming

, a member of the
Sixty-eighth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, com-
manded by Col. Geo. E. Wells. He was in

active service for three years. He held a non-
commissioned office, and during the last two
yeai-s was in the signal service attached to the
Seventeenth Army Corps. He was with Gen-
eral Grant, and was signal man on the boat
which carried that great leader down the
Mississippi River to Vicksburg. He partici-

pated in all the marches and battles of Grant 's

army in connection with the taking of Vicks-

burg, was in the advance at the battle of Ray-
mond and received the first fire, and his duties

as a signal man placed him in peril during
the whole battle. At the battle in the taking

of Jackson, the capitol of Mississippi, he was
with the advance squad that entered the city

through the breastworks and he received the

surrender of two Confederate soldiers. He
also did duty at the battles of Champion Hills,

Black River, and during the siege of Vicks-

burg. From there he w-as sent on a scout to

Little Rock and Benton. Arkansas. From the
latter place he was put on a hike to Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee, to take part in the At-
lanta campaign of 1864. He was mixed np
more or less in all the fighting about Kennesaw
Mountain and the big battles about Atlanta.

At the battle of July 22nd his signal detach-

ment rode with General McPherson down that

woody road that led through the gap in our
lines to that of the enemy when the general
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fell. Again at Ezra's Church on July 28th,

when Hood made his last sortie against his

besiegers, his signal company was shelled out

of observation trees and forced to hug the

ground for an hour under a rain of shell and
shrapnell. They were th?ii ordered to mount
their horses and dash in front of the batteries

along the firing line to a hill overlooking the

field. At Jonesborough, during Hood's re-

treat from Atlanta his signal squad dashed

across the bridge over Flint Creek and rode

into an ambush Init escaped uninjured. Mr.

Cole had the qualities of a good soldier, was
brave, attentive to duty and willing to obey

orders under all and every circumstance.

With the close of his service he returned home,
having escaped wounds, and resumed his work
as a teacher and also did farming.

In 1876 he was attracted to the newly estal)-

lished Village of Holgate, which had come into

existence about two years before when the

Baltimore & Ohio Railway was built through

that section of Henry County. He became
one of the first merchants of the village and
M'as the first hardware dealer of the little com-
munity, and for twenty-seven years carried

the leading stock of hardware and implements
in the town. He prospered as a business man,
and throughout liis residence at Holgate,

covering a period of forty years, he has

always been willing to bear his full share of

community responsibilities as village council-

man. He served two years as mayor, and has

also been a justice of the peace of Flat Rock
Township. Mr. Cole is affiliated with the 'Sla-

sonic Lodge, and in matters of politics is a

progressive republican.

Mr. Cole married Miss Julia Parker, his

first wife, in January, 1866, at Attica, Indiana.

They met first in Ohio teaching school. They
had" three sons as follows: Dr. C. B. Cole the

oldest, who attended the State University of

Columbus, Ohio, and two years at the Colum-
bus Medical, graduating at the Brooklyn Col-

lege Hospital, New York. Afterward taking

a post graduate course at the University of

Pennsylvania at Philadelphia and also a

cour.se at a hospital college at Chicago. He
is now a medical practitioner in Toledo. Ohio,

is married and his one daughter, Helen, is

attending college at Oberlin, Ohio. Dr. A. E.
Cole, their second son after a two-year course

at Ada, Ohio, graduated in dentistry at the

Ohio Medical, Columbus. Ohio, and is now
following his profession in Toledo. Ohio. He
married and lives on Woodruff Avenue in that

city. Dr. G. 0. Cole, the third son, also at-

tended school at Ada, Ohio, then graduated in

dentistry at the Ohio Medical at Columbus,
is now practicing dentistry at Holgate, Ohio;
he is married and has one daughter, Gladys,
who will graduate this year at their home
school and attend college next year. In 1893
Newton S. Cole married for his second wife,

Miss Nora E. Fisher, a daughter of George W.
Fisher, who was a very prominent citizen of

this county and for many years a justice of

the peace. George W. Fisher married Caro-
line Howry, also a native of Ohio. They were
married in Hardin County and subsequently
removed to Holgate, where ilr. Fisher died in

1907, at the age of seventy-two. His widow
still survives him. The Fisher family were
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Fred Rohrs. One of the splendid old time
citizens of Henry County is Fred Rohrs. He
has lived in that county half a century, and
has had a varied and successful career as a

merchant, farmer, and property owner. His
success can be traced to his individual efforts,

and his material prosperity is not greater than
the esteem in which he is held as a citizen and
man.
He was born in Hanover, Germany, August

15, 1836. All his people were German
Lutherans of the old stock. When he was a

small child his mother died and his father,

Henry Rohrs, married a second time and died
when past eighty.

Reared on a farm in Hanover, well educated
in the German schools, Fred Rohrs came to

manhood strong, vigorous, and with a strong
intellect and keen judgment. He was thirty

years of age wOien in 1866 he set sail from
Bremen on one of the early steamships cross-

ing the Atlantic, and fifteen days later landed
in New York City. From there he came on to

Napoleon, and Henry County has ever since

been the principal scene of his activities. He
brought with him his only sister, Katie. She
afterwards married Herman Norden, who
died leaving two sons and three daughters, all

of whom reside in Freedom Township. About
six years later Fred Rohrs sent for his half-

brother, George Rohrs, and educated that

young man and they engaged in the dry goods
business together at Napoleon. This was a

prosperous establishment under their manage-
ment, but eventually George sold his" interests

and with his brother's assistance moved to

Muncie, Indiana, and has since become well

known and wealtliy in that city, being now
retired. George Rohrs had a family of one
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sou and three daughters, and the daughters
are still living.

After getting his brother established in

I\luneie, Fred Kohrs withdrew from the mer-
cantile business and has since given his atten-

tion primarily to the improvement of local

real estate. His first purchase of land was
forty acres in Napoleon Township. He sold

that at a profit, and then- bought eighty acres

in section 15 of Freedom Township, this being

a well improved farm and with a complete set

of buildings. He afterwards bought eighty

acres near Evansport in Defiance County, and
that also is a tine farm now. Fifteen years

ago Mr. Rohrs bought 120 acres in section 23

of Freedom TownshiiJ, and he has made that

one of the first class farms of the county.
Altogether Mr. Rohrs owns 300 acres in De-
fiance and Henry counties, and all of it is

worth at least $200 an acre. His investments
have also extended into other states, and he
has 245 acres of timber, principally pine and
spruce, in Wayne County, Georgia.

His friends and associates have always given
I\Ir. Rohrs the reputation of being a man of

wonderful push, energy and successful busi-

ness activity. At the same time he has been
generous in suppoi'ting all community en-

deavors, and is one of the leading members
of the Lutheran Church. He and Fred Gerken
were the principal builders of St. John's
Lutheran Church and he also helped build

St. Paul's Church in Napoleon Township. He
is a member of the latter church and
politically is a democrat. ;\L-. Rohrs has
never married.

Edward Brown. Students of efficiency in

farming methods find a great deal to encour-
age them after an examination of the place

owned and occupied by Edward Brown in sec-

tion 36 of Dama.scus Township, Henry County.
Mr. Brown not only believes in system and
efficiency, but has put his ideas into practice.

However, it is not to be understood that he is

a theoretical farmer. The methods in iise on
his place are the result of thorough experience,
and have been introduced fi-om time to time
as his .iudgment has approved them.
The Brown farm comprises 240 acres, and

he also owns an eighty-acre tract in the same
township. All his home farm is under tillage

except a small tract of timber. He has all the
machinery necessary for farming without the
heavy drudgery required of the agriculturists
of earlier years, and while he works his land
to the maximum he is very careful of con-

serving its fertility. Anyone acquainted with
good farming methods is impressed by J\Ir.

Brown's arrangement of the buildings com-
posing his homestead. They are not only com-
modious in size, but the arrangement has been
carefully studied out, and every facility has
been introduced with a view to increasing the

systematic handling of the work involved on
the' farm. The main barn is 36 by 50 feet,

with an attached stable 30 by 30 feet, and still

another shed 16 by 40 feet, all with twenty-
foot posts. These buildings are well cared for

and are rcinlcrcil attractive by a thorough
coating of w hitr ]):iiiit. The house, also painted
white, coiitaiiis tl(\en rooms, and is modern
in all its appuintiuents. These constitute the

principal buildings in the home group. On
another part of the same farm is a complete
set of farm buildings, including a house 28
by 30 feet with an attached kitchen 16 by 20
feet, all over a basement, and furnishing
eleven rooms. Close connecting with this

Jiouse is another big barn, 40 by 60 feet.

ilr. Edward Brown has lived in Henry
County since early childhood. He was born
in Grand Rapids Township of Wood County,
Ohio, January 7, 1868, but received his early

education and training as a farmer in Damas-
cus Township, He attended the public schools.

He was the only son of his parents, and for

the past twenty years has owned and occupied
his present farm.
He is a son of Mathew and Martha J.

(Dull) Brown. His father was born in Wayne
County, Ohio, in 1838, and came when a young
man to Damascus Township of Henry County.
Mathew Brown was a son of James and Sarah
(Wilson) Brown, who were early settlers in

this section of Northwest Ohio and cleared up
eighty acres on section 24 of Damascus Town-
ship. Sarah Brown died there when not yet
sixty years of age, while James spent his last

years with his son Mathew and was nearly
fourscore when he died. He was an active

republican.

Mathew Brown was the oldest of his

parents' children. The only two now living

are David, who lives at MeClure, Ohio, a re-

tired farmer, and the father of a family ; and
a daughter, Martha, who is unmarried and
lives in Toledo. Mathew Brown married Miss
Martha J. Dull, of the prominent family of
that name who were identified with the earliest

settlement of Wood County. Mrs. Martha
Brown was born in that county in 1845, and
was quite young when her parents located on
the old Dull homestead in section 36 of Da-
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maseas Township, where she lived until her

marriage. Her brother is the well known
Taylor Dull of Henry County, whose success-

ful operations as a farmer have been described

on other pages. Mrs. Martha Brown was a

teacher before her marriage, and she died at

her home in Damascus Township at the age

of sixty. She was active in the Methodist
Episcopal Church.
Mr. Edward Brown was married in Damas-

cus Township April 22, 1894, to Miss Stella

Hoekman. She was born in Henry County in

1874 and was reared and received her educa-
tion here. Her parents Jacob and Mary
(Sheplierd) Hoekman were born in Ohio,

were married in Heni-y County, and spent

many years on a farm in Damascus Township,
where Jacob died at the age of eighty and
his wife at seventy-five. They were members
of the United Brethren Church, and Jacob
Hoekman served two terms as township
triLstee and was a loyal democrat.

In politics Edward Brown is a republican.

He is past noble grand of McClure Lodge No.
738 of the Independent Order of Odd Fel-

lows. He and his wife have four children

:

Clem, the oldest, now twenty-one, has com-
pleted his education and is a very serviceable

factor in carrying on the work of his father's

farm. Earl, aged nineteen, Jias also completed
the course of the grade schools and is living at

iome. Esther, after attending the common
schools, entered McClure High School, where
she is still a student. Brice is still in the

grammar schools.

Jacob Buff. While Jacob Buff is not one
of the oldest residents of Heniy County, he
yields place to none in point of progressive-

ness and thrift as a farmer, and in the posses-

sion of all those good qualities which make up
the public spirited citizenship of Pleasant
Township. He has a fine farm which repre-

sents his diligence and good business judg-
ment, has provided liberally for home and
family and has gained the esteem of all citi-

zens in that locality for his uprightness and
the practice of high ideals of manhood.

Mr. Buff was born August 28, 1857, his

birthplace being four hours distant from the
old university city of Heidelberg, Germany.
His people were old and respected residents
of that locality, farmers, and members of the
German Reformed Church. His parents were
Henry and Catherine (Muldinger) Buff, and
they spent all their lives in that section of
Germany. The paternal grandparents Buff

erected the old family homestead there more
than 100 years ago and they lived in it until

they died, the grandfather when past eighty
and the grandmother at the age of ninety-

four. Tlie same old stone house in which
Jacob Buff was born also sheltered the latter 's

parents for a great many years. Henry Buff
died there in 1873 at the age of forty-three

and his wife in 187?, aged sixty. They were
the parents of two sons, Jacob and Henry, Jr.

Henry, Jr., came to the United States a single

man in 1884, went west to Topeka, Kansas,
and for a gi-eat many years has been a fore-

man in the Santa Fe Railway yards. He has
a good standing with that company, and is

one of the veterans in point of service. He
was married in Topeka to Rosa Stuck, who
came from the same part of Germany as he
did. They are the parents of two sons and
two daughters. Otto, Harry, Elsie and Helena.

Jacob Butt" spent his early life in one of

the most beautiful sections of Gei'many, and
part of his home training was a discipline in

these virtues of thrift and responsibility

which have been of so much value to him in

his mature years. He received the education
supplied by the German common schools. In
1877, at the age of twenty, he was married
near the old home to a neighbor girl, Mar-
garet Schafer. Mrs. Buff was born in that
part of Germany October 24, 1852, a daugh-
ter of Valentine and Susanna (Otts) Schafer.
All tlie members of the Schafer and Otts
families spent most of their lives in that part
of Germany. They were reformed church
people and belong to the farming class. Mrs.
Buff's grandparents died when past seventy
yeai-s of age. Her father was born in 1809
and died in 1884, and her mother was born in

1815 and died in 1899. The children of the
Schafer family were Elizabeth, who died in

Germany after her marriage, leaving a family
of six children; Peter, who died in Ger-
many when past sixty, leaving no children;
Catherine, who married Philip Pleister, and
they spent their lives in Germany and had
five children ; Philip, who died unmarried at

the age of twenty-six ; Mrs. Buff; and Valen-
tine, who is a brewer still living in Germany
and is married but has no children.

After his marriage Mr. Buff settled down
as a farmer in Germany, and while living in

the old country the following children came
into their household: Jacob, born in 1880;
Margaret, born in 1881; and Rosa, born in

1884.

The parents and these three children finally
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left the old home aud weut to the City of

Bremen, aud there on February 8, 1890, took

passage on the steamship Vari'o, fi-om which
they were lauded in New York Harbor on the

18th of February. From there they came on
west to Hancock Couuty, Ohio, where Mr.
Buff spent four yeai's as a farmer in Sanborn
Township. His next removal was to Palmer
Township in Putnam County, where he spent

four years as a renter. Ou April 5, 1898,

Mr. Buff bought nearly eighty acres of land
in section 31 of Pleasant Township, Henry
County. Thus his home and farm are in the

extreme southwest corner of the county.

Eighteen years have sufficed to bring his land
into a notable state of cultivation and im-
provement. He now has seventy acres under
the plow, all of it well drained and fenced,

and he has taken pains to conserve the great

natural fertility of the soil. He grows the best

and largest of crops, and has excellent live

stock. One prominent feature of his farm
is a large bam, 38 by 60 feet, with twenty-
foot posts. This building serves to shelter

most of his stock and grain, but he also has

cribs and other farm buildings. His home is

a six-room house.

After Mr. and Mrs. Buff came to America
one other daughter was born, Elsie. She is

now the wife of Andrew Yetta, of Pleasant
Township. Mr. and Mrs. Yetta are farming
people, and have one son Wilbur. Jacob, the

oldest of Mr. and Mrs. Buff's children, is a
successful farmer in Putnam County, and by
his marriage to Minnie Schultz has a daughter
Edna. The second of the children, ^Margaret,

is still living at home witli her parents. Rosa
is the wife of Charles Din-, ami they live on
a farm in Michigan. Tlieir only I'hikl, a son,

Arthur, lost his life by accident. 'Sir. and
Mrs. Buff and their family are all confirmed
Reformed Church people, and in polities Mr.
Buff supports the republican candidates and
I)rinciples.

F. Henry Meyer has proved himself one of

the hustling and energetic citizens of Henry
County, and starting out on his own account
with little capital and only such experience as

he had acquired on his father's farm, he has
developed one of the splendid country places

in the old black swamp of Henry County, and
is also prosperously identified with business
affairs in the Town of Deshler.

Mr. Meyer has lived in Henry County since

boyhood. His birth occurred near Rutenbnrg
in Hanover, Germany, December 29, 1865.

His family had lived in Hanover for many
generations. His grandfather,- Johannes
.ileyer, and wife lived and died on a farm in

that country, were strict Lutherans in reli-

gion, and they reared a number of children.
Henry J. Meyer, father of F. Henry, was born
in Hanover in 1843. He learned the trade
of carpenter, but combined that with farming.
The maiden name of his wife was Catherine
Castins, who was about seven years older than
her liusband and also a native of Hanover.
All the children of these worthy parents were
born in Germany. They were five in number
including Henry, August, Herman, Catherine
and Fred. In 1880 the parents and the chil-

dren emigrated to the United States. They
made the voyage from Bremerhaven on the
ship Donau, and after landing in New York
City went to Philadelphia to join Mrs. Meyer's
brother, Henry Castins. They remained there
only a shoi-t time, aud then came westward
aud for a time lived in Napoleon Township
of Henry County, and a little later moved to

Ridgeville Township. In 1882 the parents
moved into Bartlow Township, where the
father bought a tract of wild laud in section

9. He proved equal to the demands made
upon the pioneer farmer of that time, im-
proved his laud, and had his eighty acres

under thorough cultivation in a few years.

The first home of the family in Henry County
was a log cabin. It yielded later to a sub-
stantial frame house and around about were
barns and many other facilities to attest thrift

and prosperity. The father died there at the

age of seventy-eight and his wife at seventy-

six. They became very active and supporting
members of the Freedom Lutheran Church.
The father was a democrat. The children are

all still living, all of them are married, and all

have children. Mr. F. Heni-;>' Meyer adopted
two children when they were small, Albert

now twenty-one and Freda, aged sixteen.

Mr. Meyer was about fifteen years of age

when he came to America, and he grew up on
his father's homestead in Bartlow Township.
He was educated partly in German and partly

in English schools, and he early developed
his .strength and resourcefuluess by the work
at home. Since reaching manhood he has
bought a farm of his own consisting of 160
acres in section 32 of Richfield Township. The
land had never produced anything except

woods and wild grasses from the time nature
created it, and it was his task to clear away
the forest wildness, to break the virgin soil

with the plow, and gradually redeem it to the
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uses of mankind. In that work he has suc-

ceeded admirably. As already noted the land

was originally part of the great swamp dis-

trict which covered so much of Henry County,

and drainage and thorough cultivation have

accomplished wonders on his farm. When he

went there he was almost an isolated settler,

but has seen the community grow and prosper

and many of the most substantial families of

the county now live in the same neighborhood.

All but ten acres of his place are now thor-

oughly improved. The land is capable of

growing as tine crops as any in this section of

Northwest Ohio. Mr. Meyer keeps good

grades of stock and has a large amount of

money invested in building improvements.

His chief barn is 40 by 70 feet and he has a

substantial twelve-room house.

He was married in Marion Township of

Henry County to Mary ileyer, who though of

the same name has no other relationship with

her husband. She was also born in Hanover,
Germany, October 29, 1867, and when six

years of age was brought to the United States

by her parents Mr. and Mrs. Christian Meyer,

who located at Port Clinton, Ohio. The
Meyer family at that time also consisted of

two sons. In 1881 they removed to the vicinity

of Ridgeville in Henry County, where Chris-

tian Jleyer rented land and from there went

to Monroe Tow-nship where he bought a farm
and was engaged in its cultivation and man-
agement the rest of his days. He died there

when past sixty years of age. He and his wife

were active Lutherans and all their children

are now married except Fred. One of them,

Herman, is a practical farmer in ]\Ionroe

Township and is married and has a family.

In 1914 Mr. Meyer built on Main Street in

Deshler a large garage, on a lot 50 by 150

feet. It is a two-story brick building, and
the lower floor is fitted up for garage, sales-

room and workshop and is conducted by Mr.
M. A. Brown. The upper floor has been fitted

up as living apartments. Mr. and Jlrs.

Meyer have always taken much part and in-

terest in the Freedom Lutheran Church, which
is not far from their home. He is a demo-
crat and all the family in Ohio have had the

same political affiliations.

William C. Eisaman. Combining unusual
skill as a farmer with keen business judgment,
AVilliara C. Eisaman has favorably impressed
his influence upon the community of Bartlow
Township and in the Town of Deshler. I\Ir.

Eisaman was one of the organizers in 1916

of the Farmers Elevator Company at Deshler,

and has since been its president. He served
two years as president of the Farmers Insti-

tute, and has been very active in the com-
mittee work of that organization. He is also

a member of the Board of Control of the

Deshler Farmers Mutual Telephone Company,
and in other ways has been a valuable factor

in his community growth and progress. J\lr.

Eisaman is a man of liberal education, largely
'

self accjuired, and to a remarkable degree has
utilized the opportunities of life.

As a farmer Mr. Eisaman owns 100 acres

in Bartlow Township in sections 17 and 16,

thi-ee miles west of Deshler. He also operates
his brother's farm of eighty acres in section

20 of the same township. His own farm bears
every mark of improvement and thoroughness
of management. As a grain raiser he
specializes in corn and oats and he keeps the

better grades of live stock. He has a large
barn 60 by 60 feet, twent.y-one-foot posts, used
both for grain and stock. His home is an
eiglit-room modern dwelling built in 1914.

ilr. Eisaman has occupied this farm about
four years.

He was bom in Harrison Township of

Henry County March 24, 1876. He grew up
there, and at the age of fifteen beca;ne self

supporting. Most of his education was ac-

quired after that date. When he .started out
for himself he found work in different lines

and at the age of eighteen went to Michigan
and spent nearly two years in the lumber
camps, an experience which has been vain-

able to him in his subsequent career. Later
he made up for his early deficiencies in the
way of schooling and attended the Liberty
High School and for ten years was a successful

teacher. In the meantime he became identified

with farming and a.ssociated w'ith his brother
Henry he bought sixty acres in section 20 of

Bartlow Township. Later twenty acres were
added to this farm, and some years ago Mr.
Eisaman bought his present place of 100 acres
in sections 16 and 17. He has done much to

improve his land and his work and achieve-

ments stamp him as a progressive agricul-

turist.

He is a son of Abraham and Mary (Shook)
Eisaman. His father was bom in Pennsyl-
vania of German parentage, and when a young
man went to Franklin County, Ohio, where he
married Mi.ss Shook, a native of Franklin
County and also of Pennsylvania parents.

After their marriage Abraham Eisaman and
wife lived for several years in Franklin



HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO 1837

County on a farm. While there three chil-

dren were born, Lenora, Francis and Melvin.
Lenora died at the age of thirty-seven, leaving

cliildrezi by her marriage to Frank Altman.
The other two children are now married.
Melvin lives in Piqua County, and Francis
lives in Harrison Township, Henry County,
and has children.

In June, 1872, the Eisaman family located

in Harrison Township of Henry County.
They moved to a comparatively new farm in

section 34. It contained sixty acres, and in

course of time it was developed into a first

class condition. While the pai-ents lived there
two more children were born, Henry and Wil-
liam C. The mother died on the old home-
stead in Harrison Township August 14, 1891.
She was born in September, 1842, and was in

her forty-ninth year at the time of her death.
Four years later her husband passed awa.y on
October 12, 1895. He died while visiting his

old Pennsylvania home. He was born August
29; 1827. Both parents were active members
of the Chi-istian Union Church, and Abraham
Eisaman was a democrat and filled office in
the school board of Harrison Township. The
son Henry now lives at Deshler and is book-
keeper for the Farmers Elevator Company.
He married Ellen Brown, daughter of Jacob
Brown, a vei-y well known citizen of Henry
County.
The youngest of the family, William C.

Eisaman has spent practically" all his life in
Henry County. He was married in Bartlow
Township to Miss Ella Dayringer. She was
born in that township August 18, 1880, was
reared and educated there, and is a daughter
of Levi and Elizabeth (Linthicum) Day-
ringer. Her parents were natives of Penns.vl-
vania but were married in Hancock County,
Ohio, and were quite early settlers in Bartlow
Township of Henry County where Mr. Da.v-
ringer acquired a farm in' the midst of the
woods and lived for a number of .years under
most primitive conditions, when the wild game
flourished in the ad.ioiniiii;- loivst and when
it was extremely ditficiilt to cultivate crops
among the stumps and on the marshy lands.
He lived a long and useful life and died when
nearly eighty-seven years of age. He was
horn in 1830. His wife passed away in 1900.
Mr. Dayringer had two sisters. Jane and
Hannah, who are still living in Hancock
County, both past ninety years of age and
have large families. Mrs. Eisaman was one
of nine children, two of whom are deceased.

while three sous and four daughters are
living.

Mr. and Mrs. Eisaman have five children:
W. Raymond, Mary Elizabeth, Woodrow W.,
J. Ruth, and Waldo G. The two older cliil-

dreu are in school. Mr. and Mrs. Eisaman are
active members of the United Brethren
Church. Mr. Eisaman is a member of the
local school board. In politics he is a demo-
crat. He is now affiliated with Deshler Lodge
No. 617 Independent Order of Odd Fellows,
and while a member of the same lodge at
Hamler he filled all the chairs.

Mathias J. DiETRicK. It was in pioneer
times that the Dietrick family established its

home within the wilds of the present County
of Henry. They were of the finest class of
people, came from Germany, had thrifty vir-

tues of that people, and were also God-fearing,
industrious, independent and well fitted for
the trials and privations of frontiering.
Mathias J. Dietrick has spent more than half
a century in Henry County, made his success
as a farmer, and still has a share in the landed
possessions of the county.
He was born in a town in Prussia, 3Iareh

8, 1841, a son of Joseph and jMary M.
(Thomas) Dietrick. His parents were Prus-
sians and of the Catholic religion. Of the
four children born to them Mathias J. Dietrick
is the only living survivor and the only one
who grew up. One daughter, Mary, died in
Germany. In June, 1846, the little family,
consisting of the father and mother and three
children, ilathias, Barbara and Ennna, em-
barked on a vessel at Bremen and after forty-
six days the boat anchored in New York
harbor. During the voyage the youngest
daughter, Emma, sickened and died, and
found her last resting place beneath the weaves
of the Atlantic. Some years later the other
daughter, Barbara, when eleven years of age,
met a tragic death. Her clothing was set on
fire as she stood by the open fireplace, and
in her terror she ran out of doors, the wind
fanned the flames, and she died soon- after-
ward on account of the horrible burns.

After coming to America the Dietrick
family lived for sixteen years on a farm in
Loraiii ( 'ounty. Then, in 1862, they changed
their location to Henry County. Their settle-
ment here was in the midst of the woods in
section 29 of Marion Township. Not only
was their land heavily wooded, but compara-
tively little of the surrounding territory had
been cleared and developed. Their first" home
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here was a log cabin, and it had a minimum of

comforts and fui-nishings. In this home which

first sheltered them in Henry County both

Joseph and Mary Dietrick spent their last

days. He died September 3, 1883, at the age

of seventy-three, and she passed away Janu-

ary 28, 1881. For many years they were

faithful members of the Sacred Heart Catholic

Church, and were buried in the cemetery of

the parish. They were fine people in every

respect, and were very devoted to each other

and had a happy' married life of forty-four

years.

Mathias J. Dietrick had just turned his

majority when he arrived in Henry County.

He had grown up and gained his education

in Lorain County, and when he married he

had as a start in life forty acres of land

given him by his father. After his father

died he inherited the remaining forty acres

of the old homestead, and this farm in turn

has been his own home for forty years or

more. In point of development and improve-

ment it measures up to the standard of the

high class farms which are found scattered

over Marion Township. Recently Mathias

Dietrick retired from the active responsibili-

ties of managing his property and turned it

over to his son William and his daughter.

The farm has a notable group of building im-

provements. The main barn is 36 by 60 feet,

with an addition, 40 by 15, and also a lean-to

used as a horse shed, 19 by 36 feet. Another
building, 22 by 28 feet, is chiefly used for a

granary. The home is a substantial nine-room

house, which in its comforts and conveniences

represents a long advance beyond the log

cabin days when the family fir.st settled here.

William N. Dietrick, son of Mathias, is not

only a practical general farmer, but has made
a particular success as a poultryman. He
breeds and raises the finest strain of Plymouth
Rocks, and is deriving a great deal of pleasure

and profit from this bi-anch of his farm hus-

bandry. He believes from experience that one

of the chief factors in making a success of the

poultry business is constant care and the pro-

vision of good buildings for the shelter of the

birds. He has one of the best constructed

poultry houses to be found in Henry County.
Mathias J. Dietrick was married in Pleasant

Township of Henry County to I\Iiss Catherine
Sehwabla. She represented one of the earliest

German families in the vicinity of New
Bavaria, where she was born on what is now
the Toma farm June 6, 1842. She grew up
there, and for fortj^-four years she looked

diligently after her household and performed
faithfully all the duties of wife and mother.
Her death occurred January 12, 1909. Mr.
and Mrs. Mathias J. Dietrick reared some
very capable children, and most of them are

now established in homes of their own. Ref-
erence will be found on other pages of the

two oldest, Joseph and ^Mathias. William N.,

who was born in the old log cabin where his

grandparents first had their abode in Henry
County, and which was also the birthplace of

his brothers and sisters, first saw the light of

day July 7, 1869, and has spent his entire

career on the old farm. He and his sister

Christina J. now have the active management
of the farm and the home, and are also faith-

fully caring for their father. The sister

Christina was born November 19, 1871. The
next in age was Mary il., who was born Feb-
ruary 22, 1877, and is the wife of Albert
Swary, a farmer in Marion Township ; their

children are Cleda, Hugo, Paul, Albert and
Joseph. Elizabeth C, born May 3, 1878, is the

next in age. Peter P., born February 10,

1881, is a farmer in Marion Township, and by
his marriage to Anna Kiebler of Michigan,

has three children, named Angela, Bernadette
and Catherine. John A. was born March 22,

1883, is still single and is a dealer in automo-
biles at New Bavaria. The family are all

members of the Sacred Heart Catholic

Church. Mr. j\lathias Dietrick has served as

trastee of the church and also as trustee of

the township. He and his sons are loyal sup-

porters of the democratic party in local and
national politics.

John M. Cain is manager of the Deshler
Farmers Elevator Company, whose two ele-

vators and extensive dealings in the buying
and selling of grain have contributed greatly

to the reputation and standing of Deshler as

"the corn city of Northwest Ohio."
This company was organized in January,

1916, but Mr. Cain is the oldest grain dealer

in point of continuous service in the town.

The two elevators operated by the company
have been in existence for a number of years.

Their combined capacity is 100,000 bushels.

The company handles grain produced in this

locality, but it is marketed and distributed

to the most diverse portions of the globe,

some of it without doubt being consumed on

the battlefields of Europe. Thousands and
thousands of bushels of grain are handled by
this company and every year they load and
ship 250 carloads of corn. Deshler has well
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earned its place and reputation for shipping

more grain tlian any other town in Henry
Count}^

It was twenty-two years ago that Mr. Cain
began handling grain at Deshler. He has

(lought grain at the highest prices as well as

at the lowest ever known to the market. In

1896 he was selling corn at prices as low as

12 or 14 cents a bushel. The market price of

corn on March 10, 1917, was $1.50 per 100

pounds and on April 9, 1917, $1.85 per 100

pounds.
Mr. Cain began buying grain at Deshler

before the town had an elevator and it was
loaded from the farmers' wagons into the ears

on the track. He has been in business as

manager of elevators for twenty-three years,

and his experience is more extensive than
that of any other dealer in the town. He has

been connected with different administrations

of owners, but for sixteen years was with the

elevator on the Baltimore & Ohio Railway
track owned by the Corn City- Bank of

Deshler. That was before the Farmers Com-
pany bought the two elevators above men-
tioned. Mr. Cain is a thoroughly thrifty and
successful business man, is a stockholder in

the company, and has long been one of the

moving spirits in the prosperity and develop-

ment of Deshler.

Mr. Cain is a native of Pennsylvania, in

which state he was born December 17, 1865.

When he was seven years of age his parents

came to the Black Swamp region of Liberty
Township, Putnam County, Ohio. He is a

son of William W. and Mary (MeConnell)
Cain, both natives of Pennsylvania, and com-
bining in their ancestry the blood of Dutch,
Irish and English. William W. Cain was the

son of James Cain, a native of Pennsylvania,

who died in Putnam County, Ohio, when past

eighty-eight years of age. Mary MeConnell
was the daughter of Jolm and Jane (Ensley)
JlcConnell, the former dying in Pennsylvania
and the latter at Deshler, Ohio, when nearly

ninety .years of age: After coming to Liberty
Township of Putnam County the Cains lo-

cated on a tract of almost new land and Wil-
liam Cain developed it as a fii-st class farm.
He began with forty acres and increased his

acreage until he had a large estate. He sub-

sequently lived on a farm in Bartlow Town-
ship of Henry County and finally moved to

Deshler, where he spent five yeai-s. He then
bought a small farm in Van Buren Township
of Putnam County, and is still living there
and though seventy-eight years of age is able

to look after his own affairs. His wife died
in Liberty Township in 1903 at the age of
sixty-two. They were members of the old

United Presbyterian Church in Pennsylvania
and Ohio and were devoted and constant in

their religious exercises.

Mr. John M. Cain is the oldest in a family
of six sons and four daughters, six of whom
grew up and mai-ried. He himself was mar-
ried in Bartlow Township of Henry County
to Alice M. Bridenbaugh. She was born in

Marion Township of Henry County forty-two
years ago, was reared and educated there and
is a daughter of Frank G. and Mary (Morris •

Bridenbaugh, both natives of Ohio. Her
parents were married in Defiance County and
her father was one of the pioneer dealers in

ship timber in the ilaumee Valley. He got
out and manufactured large quanties of

timber for boat building on the lakes and else-

where, and in his time he furnished some of

the largest and finest timbers used in the
shipwright trade. His death occurred at

Toledo in the spring of 1914 while his wife
died there in the fall of 1915.

-Mr. and Mrs. Cain have four living chil-

dren : Alva L., twenty years of age, is now
clerk in a wholesale grocery house at Findlay,
Ohio; William Victor finished his education
in Heidelberg College at Tiffin and is now a
clerical worker in Detroit. Charles E. is in

the second year of high school, while Mary II.

is in the grammar school at Deshler. Mr.
and Mrs. Cain take an active part in the Pres-
byterian Church.
Much of Deshler 's civic progress can prop-

erly be credited to Mr. Cain. He has been
active in local aft'airs, and has done much to

make the Booster Club at Deshler a live and
effective organization. He served as mayor
of the town four years, as city clerk five years,

and is still a member of the city council. He
is affiliated with the Masonic Order and the
Lodge and Chapter at Deshler and in the
Council at Ottawa. He also belongs to the
subordinate Lodge No. 617 Independent Order
of Odd Fellows, of which he is past noble
grand and deputy grand and has been a
representative to the encampment. Politically
Mr. Cain is a republican.

Col. Joseph M. Rieger. The broad shoul-
dered manhood of Col. Joseph il. Rieger, now
common pleas judge of Heniy County, sug-
gests that he would be capable of undertaking
almost anything in the human lot, and that he
would carry it off creditably and worthily.
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While Colonel Rieger is a man of importance

not only in his home county but in the state

at large, he has in fact come up through ad-

versities and from humble circumstances.

Good common sense and energy have enabled

him to overcome every obstacle and to render

service that has brought him unusual honors

and esteem.

On November 9, 1909, Governor Harmon
appointed him assistant adjutant general of

Ohio. At that time he was serving as captain

of Company F of the Sixth Regiment Ohio

National Guard. He was at this time also ap-

pointed and served four years as a member of

Governor Harmon's staff with the rank of

colonel. He held both offices two terms or

four years.

In 1913 Colonel Rieger entered upon his

duties after election as probate judge of

Henry County, and in 1916 was elected com-

mon pleas judge, and is now giving all his

time to the administration of that difficult and
important office. His term is for six years.

Colonel Rieger has long been active in local

political affairs. He has served as a member
of the County Executive Committee and
chairman for several times and is one of the

prominent democrats in his section of the

state. In 1903 he was elected mayor of

Napoleon, and held that office continuously

for seven years. In that time Napoleon made
great progress in the way of public improve-

ments. A sewerage system was installed and
much street pa%ing done. The fire depart-

ment was also reorganized, and the old hand
pulled engines were abandoned in favor of

horse drawn machinery.

Colonel Rieger has lived in Henry County

all his life. In early boyhood he found em-

ployment that would enable him to support

himself and for a time he was in a hoop and

stave factorv and later learned the trade of

blacksmith. He followed that four years and

in the meantime applied himself assiduously

to the study of law. He began the study of

law with Prosecuting Attorney Dittmer but

gave up the law at the outbreak of the Span-

ish-American war to enlist in Company F of

the Sixth Ohio National Guard. This service

lasted thirteen months, five months of said

time having been served in Cuba with his regi-

ment. He resumed the study of law after the

return home of his regiment and was admitted

to the bar a few years later.

It was in a little log cabin home about a

mile north of the Maumee River in Liberty

Township, Henry County, Ohio, that Colonel

Rieger was born, and he is still a compara-
tively young man for all his accomplishments,
being about forty years of age. When he
was eight years old his parents removed to

Napoleon and he acquired part of his educa-
tion in the public schools. His father Erhart
Rieger was born in Baden, Germany, and
after coming to America married Mi-s. Mar-
garet Galvin, who was a native of Ireland and
had come with brothers and sisters to the

United States and located in the City of Napo-
leon when still a young girl. Both her parents
had died in Ireland. Erhart Rieger was a

stone mason by trade, having learned and fol-

lowed that vocation in the old country. After
his marriage to !Mrs. Galvin he settled in the

log cabin home which had been erected by her
first husband. By a previous marriage Mr.
Rieger had six children, while Mrs. Galvin had
five, and their marriage produced four other

children. Of these three families fourteen

grew to maturity and all but three are still

living. Erhart Rieger died at Napoleon in

1890 at the age of sixty-three, and his widow
survived until 1912, when she was seventy-

eight. Both were members of the Catholic

Church and the father was a democrat.
Colonel Rieger is the second child of his

parents and a bachelor. He is active in Lodge
No. 929 of the Benevolent and Protective

Order of Elks, and has served as Esquire and
Esteemed Loyal Knight. He takes an intelli-

gent and public spirited interest in all matters

concerning the general welfare of his locality

and state, and among other acts with which

he should be credited was his influence in se-

curing a state armory for Napoleon. This

handsome institution and building was re-

cently established and completed. In 1900

Colonel Rieger was appointed by Governor
Harmon as member of the State Armory
Board, and is still filling that office. Colonel

Rieger also organized a boy scout troop in

Napoleon in 1913 and is still acting as scout

master of said organization.

Christ ]Meyer. For half a century a resi-

dent of Henry County, Christ Meyer's career

has been characterized by that steady indus-

try and quiet efficiency which have enabled

him to discharge important responsibilities

and bear his part of the burdens of the world 's

activities.

He has a very fine farm in section 19 of

Liberty Township, owning forty acres in that

place and also twenty-seven acres in section

25 of Freedom Township. This land is under
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cultivation with the exception of seventeen

acres of native timber. H* has shown much
enterprise in promoting its improvement. Has
a fine barn 40 by 60 feet and a number of

other buildings. His residence is a substan-

tial structure and he has provided all facili-

ties and conveniences for work both in the

house and in the field. The farm is appro-
priately known as the IMaple Shade Home-
stead. A fine grove of maple trees surround
the house, and most of these trees were set out

by Mr. ileyer's own hands. He also has an
orchard of a hundred trees, and raises all

kinds of fruit and vegetables in addition to

the staple crops of the fields. As a farmer he

is one of the most progressive and thrifty in

his section of the county. Though living out

in the country he has at least one important
city convenience, and is connected with the

pipe lines of the Artificial Gas Company at

Napoleon City and his house is lighted with

that fuel.

Mr. Meyer has lived on his present farm
since 1902 and has largely made the land what
it is, having many acres. He has been a resi-

dent of Henry County since the close of the

war. He was born in Wisselheveden, Hano-
ver, Germany, October 24, 1855, a son of Die-

trick and Dorothea Meyer. This branch of

the ileyer family is well known in Henry
County, and reference to it will be found on
other pages. Wlien Christ was four years of

age he lost his father, and in 1865 the widowed
mother brought him and other children to the

United States. They sailed from Bremer-
haven, and were seven weeks on the ocean.

They came on from New York City to Henry
County, where four of the older children had
already located, including Sophia, wife of

Hei-inan Schwake, Henry, William and Die-
trick. With the mother came Fred, Catherine,
wife of Henrv ^Mahnke; Anna, wife of Henry
Oelfke: Dora, wife of William Gottschalk of
Michigan ; Christ : and George, who is married
and is connected with the Sun Oil Company
in East Toledo and has one son.

Christ Meyer grew up in Henry County,
and had to work hard in order to secure ordi-

nary educational advantages. He has always
been a student and his well trained mind has
been an important factor in his success. Hard
work has proved the keynote of his career from
boyhood up to the present time. On November
2. 1879, in Liberty Township he married Miss
Cecelia Yarnell, who was born in Napoleon
Township May 17, 1862. She was reared and
educated in Liberty Township, being a daugh-

ter of Daniel and Barbara (Funk) Yarnell.

Her father was born in Wooster, Wayne
County, Ohio, and her mother was born in

Waj'Ue County and of Pennsylvania parent-

age. Her parents were married in Wooster,
Ohio, and not long afterwards moved to Napo-
leon, where her father was a merchant. Mr.
Yarnell was a very popular citizen in the

early days, was elected sheriff of the county,

and in 1863 removed to a farm in Liberty

Township. There he set up a sawmill and he

manufactured much of the lumber used in

the building of early houses and barns in this

county, clearing up and converting the forest

on two eighty acre tracts and another forty

acre tract into lumber. Most of that land

is still owned by his family. Mrs. Myer's
mother died in 1872 in the prime of life.

Her fatiier married for his second wife Cath-

erine Garrt'tt, and they moved to Wauseon,
where he died in- 1888, at sixty-eight years of

age, and his widow subsequently married
again and died in Weston, Ohio. ^Irs. iley-

er's father was a very popular man, and the

best evidence of this fact is found in his hold-

ing county offices for a number of years as a

republican in a strongly democratic com-
munity.

]Mr. and Mrs. Meyer have four children,

and those still living have already given a

good account of themselves as world's work-
ers. The oldest, Elmer D., is a carpenter and
mechanic at Wauseon, and married Lillian

Gorsuch. Walter is a first class farmer in

Fulton County; by his marriage to Anna
Barnes of Defiance County he has a daughter
Leona Lucile now seven years of age. Ger-
trude Sophia is the wife of Roy Carpenter,
and they live on the Yarnell homestead in

Liberty Township, and their one son Randall
ililton was born December 1, 1914. Carl, the

youngest of the boys, died at the age of one
year and nine months. Mr. and ilrs. Meyer
attend the St. John's Lutheran Church, of

which he is an active member. Mr. JMeyer has

been popular in his home county, is a demo-
crat, served six years as township trustee, four

yeai-s as constable and for one term filled the

office of justice of the peace.

Henry [Meyer. Much that is worthy and
estimable in human life has been the lot of

Henry Meyer of Freedom Township. He is

in fact considered the grand old man of the

great German community of that county. As
a youth he came to America, and spent several

of the years of his early manhood in tlie Union
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army battling for the cause of Freedom. The
close of the war marked the beginning of a

career of industry and independence and for

the past half century he has been closely

identified with all the more important inter-

ests of Freedom Township. He is an honored
old time citizen and has performed his obliga-

tions faithfully to his country, home and
coiiiniunity.

He rinucs of old Hanover family of Luth-
erjiii ancestry. His grandparents spent all

their lives in Hanover near Otting. His
father was Dietrick Meyer, a butcher by trade,

and a confirmed Lutheran. Dietrick Meyer
married Dorothea Ottens, a native of Han-
over. Her parents spent all tlieir lives on a

farm in Hanover. Dietrick ileyer died in

Germany and most of his children and his

widow came to the United States. Henry,
William, Sophia, and Dietrick all came to this

country before their mother, wlio followed
them with their other children, Fred, Christ,

George, Catherine, Anna, and Dora. All these

children are living except Sophia, who mar-
ried Herman Schwake.
Henry Meyer came to America in the spring

of 1859, taking pa.ssage on a vessel that was
thirty days in crossing from Bremerhaven to

New York City. He landed on Whitsunday,
and thence .iourneyed by railroad and lake to

Napoleon. He found employment in Henry
County and in 1861 went to Kelleys Island

and a little later to Sandusky. There he en-

listed in a three months regiment whicli was
never called out, and in June of 1861 he
enlisted in Company C of the Twenty-fourth
Ohio Volunteer Infantry for three years. He
was first sent with his command to West Vir-

ginia. He became a corporal and was in con-

tinuous service until 1864 when at the expira-

tion of his term he veteranized and was as-

signed to a reorganization of three regiments
under the title Eighteenth Ohio Volunteer
Infantry. He became second lieutenant of

Company F and remained in the army until

October, 1865, when he was mustered out at

Augusta. Georgia, and discharged at Colum-
bus. Henry Meyer was with his regiment in

its ever^y duty and battle. He was faithful as

a soldier, brave and daring, and enjoyed the

respect and admiration of his comrades. He
was with his regiment in fourteen big battles,

including Chickamauga, Kenesaw Mountain,
Chattanooga, Nashville and Franklin, and in

fact throughout the campaign beginning with
the reduction of the forts on the Cumberland
and Tennessee rivers, through Mississippi,

Eastern Tennessee and Northern Georgia. In
spite of this arduous service he went through
without a wound and was never in a hospital,

in fact answered every roll call.

After the war Mr. Meyer returned to Henry
County and began his successful business
career as a fanner in Freedom Township. He
cleared up a large amount of land, and his

fine fann of 160 acres stands as the visible

result of his energies and entei-prise. This
farm, comprising two eighty-acre tracts, is

divided in half by the Detroit, Toledo & Iron-

ton Railroad, and after this road was built

Mr. Jleyer platted a part of his land as the
townsite of Gerald. ilany years ago he
drained the low part of his land, and has
converted it all into productive and beautiful

fields. JIany substantial farm buildings have
been erected, and his home is one that indi-

cates success.

He has borne an equally prominent part in

the local affairs of his township. For twenty
years he served as township trustee, for twelve
years as a member of the school board, also

acted as supervisor of roads, and has been
willing to put his hand to every movement for

local benefit. Although a democrat for many
years, he voted for Abraham Lincoln in 1864
while in the army. He has been an active

member of the Grand Army Post. Mr. Meyer
is a prominent member of St. John 's Lutheran
Church, and he had much to do with its build-

ing and maintenance. He was one of the five

to organize the church, and the organization

has much to thank his public spirit for.

In Henry County he married Elizabeth

Meyer, who was born in Hanover, Germany,
and came to America at the age of twelve

years. She died in 1895, leaving the follow-

ing children : Wilhelmina, Emma, Herman,
Charles. Henry I)., Christ, Otto, Anna, Caro-

line and ilary. All of these children married,

and Mary became the wife of Herman Gerken.

At her death she left one child ilartha, who
was born November 28, 1898, and since the

death of her mother when she was four months
old has lived with her grandparents, Mr. and
Mrs. Henry Meyer.

WiLLi.\M Fr.\nz was one of the pioneers of

Henry County, a man who shared the pains-

taking industry and the many privations of

pioneering and in course of time acquired

both the substance of prosperity and of com-

mimity esteem. He came to Henry County
when about nineteen years of age in 1852, and
lived there continuously the rest of his life.
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He accumulated a fine property in Flatroek

Township, developed his land and put up sub-

stantial farm buildings, and after operating it

througli a nunilier of seasons he was content

to retire and spend his last years in a com-

fortable home at Holgate. He died at Hol-

gate, and ilrs. Franz is still living there.

Mrs. Franz is one of the remarkable women
of Henry Comity. She has attained nearly

fourscore yeai-s of age but is still keenly alert

in the management of her affairs, possesses a

wonderful memory, and is an object of great

esteem and admiration both among her own
family and her many friends.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Franz were born in Ger-

many. William Franz was born in Hesse

Nass^au December 22, 1833. He died at his

home in Holgate June 24, 1912. When he

was six years of age in 1839 his parents John
and Christina (Badens) Franz left Germany
on a sailing vessel. It was a slow going voy-

age but they finally arrived in New York City.

Proceeding westward they located in Craw-
ford County, Ohio, where William Franz spent

his boyhood and youth and there acquired his

education in the common schools.

In 1852 the Franz family came to Flatroek

Township of Henry County. There were few

families living in that township at the time,

very limited clearings had been made in the

forest, and the Franz family began life there

in a log cabin. John Franz first bought forty

acres which he improved, subsequently sold

and bought eighty acres three miles north of

where the City of Holgate now stands. He
and his wife spent their last years on that old

liomestead and he died when about seventy-

two years of age and she when nearly sixty-

three. They were members of the Reformed
Church. '

William Franz was the oldest in a family of

six sons and three daughters. Those now liv-

ing are : Jacob, Fred, Peter, Christina wife of

Fred Wahl of Holgate, and another married

daughter that lives in the State of Florida.

The only bachelor among those living is Peter.

In Flatroek Township on May 7, 1858,

nearly sixty years ago, William Franz mar-

ried Miss Elizabeth Ricker. Mrs. Franz was
born in Prussia, Germany, May 4, 1839, and

her ancestry for generations back have lived

in Prussia. Her parents were John and Cath-

erine (Shipp) Ricker, both of whom were born

in the same village. Besides Mrs. Franz a

sou George and a daughter Mary were born

while the Ricker family lived in Germany.

On May 5, 1848, they all set out from Bremen

and after a voyage of ten weeks landed in

New York City. ;\Irs. Franz was then nine

years of age, and has a perfect recollection of

many of the incidents of the voyage and the

trip westward into Ohio. The family trav-

eled by canal and railroad to Mansfield, Ohio,

and thence a wagon conveyed them into the

western part of Crawford County. They lived

on a wild forest farm there for three years,

but in 1851 moved to Henry- County. In mak-
ing this journey also they depended upon
wagons and teams. Mrs. Franz' father en-

tered eighty acres of government land in

Henry Township. The land otBce was at

Defiance and he paid $200 as his entry fee.

3Irs. Franz remembers a great deal of log

cabin days in the county. There was always
plenty to eat and people generally lived in

comfort, but there were no luxuries and from
the modern point of view the people of that

time were denied many of the privileges and
opportunities which are now considered essen-

tial to happiness. Mrs. Franz' parents spent

all the rest of their lives on their Henry
Countv homestead. Her father was born
August 11, 1810, and died October, 1882, and
her mother was born May 18, 1815, and died

January 10, 1902. They were reared and
were alwa.ys members of the Reformed
Church, and her father after coming to Amer-
ica became a democratic voter. Mrs. Franz'
sister Mary died in Crawford County when a

small child. One daughter Catherine was
born in Crawford County and a son John was
born in Henry County, but is now deceased.

Mr. and ilrs. Franz became the parents of

eleven children. One died in infancy, and
3Iaiw died after her marriage to William Aus-
termiller, leaving five children. Mrs. Franz
not only has the solace of her numerous chil-

dren. Init is also head of a large family circle

including more than foi-ty grandchildren and
twenty great-grandchildren. Of her living

children the oldest is Henry, a farmer in the

State of Kansas, and the father of three sons

and three daughters. Katie married Milton

Fruit, a farmer in Flatroek Township, and
they have two sons and one daughter. George

lost his wife and with his son William Edward
lives in Holgate with his mother. Conrad is

a retired farmer at Holgate and has three sons

and three daughters. Thomas is a well known
citizen of Malinta in Henry County. Amelia
married Henry Eberly, a farmer of Napoleon

Township, and they have three sons and three

daughters. Ernest is a farmer in Napoleon
Township and his family consists of four sons
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and two daughters. Rosa married George
ila.y. a farmer of Richfield Township, and is

the mother of two daughters and one son.

Albert occupies the old homestead in Flat-

rock Township, and by his marriage to Miss

Knipp has four daughtei-s. ilrs. Franz has

been a lifelong member of the German Re-
formed Church and her husband was an otfi-

eial in that church for many years.

James K. Carlin, one of the advisory edi-

tors of the History of Northwest Ohio, is still

a yoiuig man but a veteran in the newspaper
and editorial service. His home is at Celina.

Mr. Carlin was born in Cincinnati, Ohio,

September 18, 1884. He was educated in Er-
langer, Kentucky, and in the grammar and
higli schools of Celina, Ohio, graduating from
the high school in 1903. Even as a small

boy he entered his father's printing and news-
jiaper plant and has had active experience in

that line for fully twenty years. His father

is ilr. C. C. Carlin. In 1912 James K. Carlin

bought a part interest from his father in the

Celina Democrat, the leading weekly news-

paper of Celina and Mercer County. The
Democrat is now conducted under the firm

name Carlin & Cai-lin.

]\Ir. Carlin was elected village clerk in 1911,

and is now a member of the village council.

He is serving as chairman of the Democratic
County Executive Committee and since early

manhood has taken more or less part in politi-

cal affairs. He was married in 1909 to iliss

Rhoa E. Maehlman. Mr. and "Sirs. Carlin

have two sons and two daughters.

Jackson Ratle. The second family to lo-

cate in the wilds of Marion Township of

Henrj- County were the Rayles, and the ven-

erable Jackson Rayle was a child at the time.

He is the oldest resident of that section and
knows the pioneer life perhaps as well as any
man still living. His has been a straightfor-

ward and interesting career, one filled with

substantial work and the achievements of the

ambitious man, and his name deserves the

memory and gratitude of later generations.

Mr. Rayle was born in Richland County
July 28, 1835. When he was four years of

age he went with his parents William and
Nancy (Daringer) Rayle to Wood County,
Ohio". His parents originally lived in Ashland
County, Ohio. In Ashland County were born
three children, Mary, ilargaret and John. In
Richland County were born thi-ee other chil-

dren, Jackson and two daughters, both of

whom died young and were named Martha.
In 1846 the family removed to Wood County,
locating in the wilderness country around Ten
^lile Point. They had a log cabin home and
the father developed a good farm of forty

acres. A few years later, the family sought

another home, this time in Henry County. As
already stated they were the second family to

locate in Marion Township. The first family

was that of Samuel Hashbarger. The Rayles
located on section 23, not far from the Ridge
Road. Their home was completely sur-

rounded by forests and swamps. Neighbors
were few and far between, the nearest settle-

ment on the east being twelve miles away, on

the south seventeen miles, while it was two
miles from the Hashbargar farm. In those

early days and conditions all the marketing
was done either at Defiance or Findlay, many
miles distant. The first home of the Rayles in

]Marion Township was a log cabin without
doors, and with mere openings as windows.
Wolves were numerous in the woods, and
cau.sed much fright among the children by
their howling at night. Game was exceedingly

plentiful. There were deer, wild turkeys,

liear and many other animals. Such a thing

as domestic beef or pork was almost unknown
on the table, the meat being almost entirely

venison, squirrel, turkey and the like.

When only twelve years of age Jackson
Rayle proved his prowess as a hunter. At
that age he killed his first large buck. During
the winter that followed thirty-six deer fell

before his trusty rifle. Because of his skill as

a hunter and his remarkable knowledge of all

that pertains to woodcraft he became known
as the local Daniel Boone. His record as a

hunter was when he killed five deer with two
sliots. He was hunting one day and drew aim
on one fine deer and after the shot was fired

he found that he had killed two others which

he did not know were in the range. His

record as a hunter in the early days would
include hundreds of deer and he also killed a

couple of bear. He inherited his love of the

woods and the wild game sport from his

father, who was one of the noted nimrods of

his day. This part of Henry County was
famous for its coons, ilr. Rayle bagged as

many as nine coons in a single day, and he

also set traps for these animals. He also killed

many of the wild cats which were a dangerous

pest.

On the old farm in Marion Township ^Ir.

Rayle 's parents spent all their active years.

The mother died in 1905 when in her ninety-
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eighth year. The father passed away at the

age of sixty-seven. They wei'e members of the

Seventh Day Adventist Church, a faith which
still continues in the family. The father was
a whig and later a republican.

Jackson Rayle had two brothers, Henry and
Samuel, who were born in Heury County,
Henry being now deceased. He also has three

living brothers, William, Samuel and James,
who were born in Wood County.

Jackson Rayle acquired an unsurpassed
knowledge of all the great book of nature as

it was spread out before him as a boy, was
daring and energetic, and was thoughtful and
efficient and always equal to the emergencies

of life. After reaching manhood he bought
land in sections 23 and 26 of Jlarion Town-
ship, paying a veiy low price for it, and as a

result of many years of continuous residence

has develoi^ed it as a splendid farm. He has

a large and substantial home which he built

and in which he has lived with his family for

thirty-seven years, and he also has good bams
and everything required for successful farm-

ing and comfortable rural living. So far as

his strength permits he still takes an active

interest and part in the management of the

farm.
Mr. Rayle was married in Putnam County,

Ohio, to jMiss Rachel Fleming. She was born
in that county August 3, 1839, and was reared

and educated" there. Her parents John P. and
Isabel McClure Fleming were natives of

Muskingum County, Ohio, and were early

settlers in Putnam County, where they mar-

ried. They were the first to build a log cabin

and begin the clearing up of the land in RilcA'

Township. They lived in a hewed log house

for many years. Mrs. Rayle was not yet six

years of age when her mother died. Her
father passed away at the old homestead when
about sixty-five years of age. The Flemings
were also members of the Adventist Church.

Mrs. Rayle 's father served for many years as

a justice of the peace and was a man well liked

and highly esteemed in his community.
The oldest son of Mr. and Mrs. Rayle is

John F. Rayle, who now has the active man-
agement of the home farm. He was born in

Putnam County April 12, 1863, but was
roared in Mai'ion Township on his father's

place and is a very capable and intelligent

farmer citizen. He mai-ried Mary E. Punches,

who was born in Defiance County but was
reared in Marion Township, where both her

parents died when old people. Her father was
at one time postmaster at Ridgeland, Ohio,

and for many years justice of the peace. Mr.
and Mrs. John F. Rayle have four children

:

Mabel, who died after her marriage ; George,
a farmer at Leipsic, Ohio, who married Flor-
ence White; Fred J. and M. Essie, both of
whom are still at home.

William, the child next younger to John, is

now deceased, and by his marriage to Maggie
Porter left children named Maude, Cecil J.
and Ida. N. Jane, the oldest daughter, is the
wife of Corydon Robbins of Leipsic, Ohio, and
has three daughters, Florence, Edna and Mae.
Samuel married Orpha Pacey, their home is

in Leipsic, and they have a son named Glee.
Ellis is a farmer in Benzie County, Michigan,
and by his marriage to Mary Edwards has
three sons and four daughters, Nora, Guy,
Bessie, Bert, Ethel, Erma and Lynn. Thomas
J. is an active young farmer in Marion Town-
ship of Henry County, and has two sons and
two daughters. Hazel, Naomi, Otto, and Don-
als. Silas, the youngest of the family married
Blanche Spangler. He has not followed any
settled vocation nor has he been content to
remain long in one place and is now in the
West. They have three children, Goldie, Edith
and Helen. All the family were brought up
members of the Adventist Church, and Mr.
Rayle was for eighteen years a deacon.
Politically he is affiliated with the republican
party.

Nicholas Huss is proprietor of the Meyer-
hof Hotel of Toledo, one of the most popular
and best patronized establishments of the city.

He is a veteran in hotel work, having gained
his first experience in that line when a boy,
and the success of his house is due to his long
experience and thorough qualifications for the
responsibilities of landlord.

Mr. Huss was born in 1867 in Tiffin, Ohio.
His father, John Huss, a son of John P. Hiiss,

was born in Luxemburg, Germany, and at the
age of eight years was brought to America by
his parents, who located in Seneca County,
Ohio. John Huss grew up in Ohio and fol-

lowed the business of farmer and blacksmith.
He died in 1880. Of his seven children, Nicho-
las was the oldest.

Nicholas Huss had few opportunities to

gain an education since he began work when
only eleven years of age. In that time he
found employment in such varied capacities

as experience and strength qualified him for
in a restaurant and hotel at Tiffin. His em-
ployer was Mr. Petere. He remained in that
one place for five years, and afterwards spent
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four years in the Jefferson Hotel in Toledo, 0.

For years he was connected with the Sloan

House in Sandusky and spent six years in the

Oliver House in Toledo, Ohio.

Having learned every phase of the business

and having shown an ability in management
which in this business is more necessary than

capital, Mr. Huss then acquired the Meyer-

hof Hotel at Toledo. During the fourteen

years he has managed it he has made it a

place of entertainment and comfort for many
Toledo people and for thousands of the travel-

ing public. The Meyerhof is only a short dis-

tance from the Union depot and it offers a

service equal to its situation.

Mr. Huss married Ellen Feehely and they

are the parents of four children, John, Mabel,

Cora and Estella. All are married and live in

Toledo.

E. L. Thornberry is one of Toledo's most

successful merchants. He has been in business

in that city either for himself or as an em-

ploye of several large mercantile firms for

forty years. He is widely known as pro-

prietor of "The Young Men's Shop," supply-

ing men's and boy's clothing, located at 418

Adams Street.

I\Ir. Thornberry was born in Monroe
County, Ohio, April 9, 1859, a son of Johnson
Franldin and Rebecca Jane (Evans) Thorn-
berry. His father came to Toledo in 1874

and with two sons engaged in the grocery

business and the manufacture of soajj. He
was a business man of the city until his death.

While successful in commercial affairs he was
Yevy devoted to his family and church, and
was long an active worker in the Toledo Chris-

tian Church.
The only one of his father's children living

today E. L. Thornberiy had the advantages

of "the grammar and high schools of Zanes-

ville, Ohio, came to Toledo at the age of fifteen,

and at seventeen he was working as a clerk in

the clothing store of William Mabley. He
spent seven yeare with that well known old

merchant at Toledo, and there laid the foun-

dation of the experience which he has lased

so effectively both for himself and others.

After leaving Mr. Mabley he became general

manager for the clothing house of James Mel-

den, and for twenty-six years was connected

with that establishment, part of the time as

member of the firm of James Melvin Co.

After selling his interest there he was for two
years general manager of the boys' clothing

department in the store of J. N. Moekett Co.

On retiring from that business Mr. Thorn-
berry- established his present .shop at 418
Adams Street. He has developed a very high
class trade, and has especially catered to peo-
ple desiring reliable as well as fashionable
clothing.

While his best years have been spent in the
clothing business ilr. Thornberry might also

be classed as a practical farmer. For a num-
ber of years he has operated a large place of

200 acres in Wood Coiuity near Weston, Oliio.

He bought the land at $50 an acre and now it

is worth not le.ss than .$200 an acre. It is

operated as a high class farm and has all the

equipment and facilities for successful

farming.
Mr. Thornberiy is a thirty-second degree

Scottish Rite Mason, and a member of Zenobia
Temple, Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles
Mystic Shrine of Toledo, Ohio. Politically he
is a republican and is a member of the Toledo
Commerce Club and the Toledo Exchange
Club. On October 13, 1881, at Weston, Ohio,

he married Miss Mary Ellen Starr of that

place. They have two children: Samuel
Starr, born January 18, 1883; and Sarah
Jenetta, born March 30, 1885.

Emery D. Potter. One of the oldest active

members of the Toledo Bar is Emery D. Pot-

ter, Jr., who fifty-three years ago was working
on his first cases and earning his fii*st fees.

The profession has known him as one of its

diligent and successful members and the pub-
lic at large recognizes his ability in the pro-

fession and his leadei-ship in civic and busi-

ness affairs.

Mr. Potter studied law in the office of Mor-
rison R. Waite, who was afterwards Chief

Justice of the Supreme Com-t of the United
States. Mr. Potter is at present the senior

member of the law firm of Potter and Carroll,

with offices in the Nicholas Building. He was
born at Willoughby, Lake Couutj-, Ohio, on

November 27, 1844. He was the son of Judge
Emerj' D. Potter. Judge Potter, Sr., was a

pioneer lawyer in Northwestern Ohio, and
through his ser\aces and those of his son the

name has been identified with the bench and
bar of Northwestern Ohio for upwards of

eighty years.

kludge Potter was born in Providence,

Rhode Island, October 7, 1804. He studied

law at Cooperstown, New York, with John A.

Dix, afterwards Governor of New York.

Judge Potter came to Toledo in the winter of

1834-5. He was the first lawyer to hang out
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his shingle in Toledo. He was contemporary
with a number of men prominent in the law
and in public life, and he himself was hon-

ored with appointment to the bench of the

then Circuit Court under the old . Constitu-

tion, in which he served for a nnmlun- of years.

Judge Potter died February. ISIMI.

Emcrv D. Potter, -Jr.. was cdiiratcd in the

schools of Toledo. In May, IbU:^, he volun-

teered as a liigli iiri\ate in Company "A" of

the Eigiity-fimrtli Ohio Volunteer Infantry

and served tliree months and twenty-two days,

being under the second three months' call by
President Lincoln. In the fall of 1862 he

entered the University of Jlichigan, took the

Jaw course at that institution and was gradu-

ated in the class of 1864. He immediately

entered the law otKce of M. R. and R. Waite,

and was admitted to the bar in January, 1866,

at Columbus, Ohio. He began practice imme-
diately and for many years remained alone.

He afterwards formed a pax'tnei-ship with the

late Hon. George R. Haynes which lasted for

ten years, subsequently with Thomas Emery
of Williams County, Ohio, and at present is

associated in the law business with Mr.

Charles P. Carroll.

Among other things, Mr. Potter may be

remembered as one who took the leading part

in building the Toledo & State Line Railroad.

For a good many years he was a member of

the Park Board of the City of Toledo and for

twenty yeara one of the trustees of the public

library. His name is associated with a num-
ber of other public enterprises. In politics he

is a democrat, but has never sought nor held

a political office.

Thomas R. Wickenden. In point of di-

versity of experience Thomas R. Wickenden
is one of the best known civil engineers of

Northwestern Ohio. He came to Toledo when
a boy, had his first experience as a rodman
with a surveying party employed by the Penn-

sylvania Railroad.

He is a native of England and was born in

the venerable City of Rochester, County Kent,

February 7, 1853. He came to America in

1870. He made the journey alone, and ar-

rived in Toledo practically friendless and
with neither money nor influential friends.

After two years as clerk in a store, he found

the opening with the engineering party for

work with the Pennsylvania Railroad in 1872,

and this being congenial work he advanced

rapidly in ability and was promoted to in-

creasing responsibilities. For several years he

was assistant engineer for the Smith Bridge
Company and in 1886 he became city engineer
of Toledo. He held that position until 1892.

After that he was engaged in engineering and
contract work for the city until 1900, then
served three years as engineer for the Park
Board of Toledo, and following that accepted
the place of chief engineer of the Toledo, Port
Clinton and Lakeside Railroad. In 1907 Mr.
Wickenden was employed by the State of Ohio
as engineer in charge of the improvements
along the ]Miami and Erie Canal. That work
kept him for two years and in 1911 he became
president of the Auglaize Power Company.
He continued as i:)resident of this iudusti'y

until 1916, and is now its receiver, having been
appointed to settle up the affairs of the com-
pany. His offices are in the Spitzer Building
at Toledo.

Mr. Wickenden is a republican in politics

and has served as a member of the countj^ ceji-

tral committee. He served a.s president of the

Toledo Engineering Society and has high rank
among the engineers of the country, iluch

of his professional service and his public spir-

ited citizenship has gone to the welfare of

Toledo and he is one of that city's most accom-
plished citizens.

While Mr. Wickenden may well take proper
satisfaction in his personal career, he has spe-

cial reason to be proud of the family who have
grown up in his home. He was married De-
cember 17, 1879, to Ida Consaul of Toledo,

daughter of William Consaul. Mrs. Wicken-
den was born on a farm in Oi-egou Township
of this eount.y and was educated in the local

schools and "the Toledo High School. The
eight children born to them are all living.

Lottie L., born October 26, 1880, was educated
in the public schools and the Battle Creek
School of Home Economics and is now the

wife of James Stejiheu Ogden of Ashland,
Kentucky; William E., born December 24,

1882, was educated in the Toledo schools, Den-
nison University at Granville, Ohio, where
most of the children received part of their

training, and in the University of Wisconsin.

He is now associate professor of electrical en-

gineering in the Massachusetts Institute of

Technology at Boston. Ida E., born in 1884,

was educated at Toledo and in Dennison Uni-
versity, spent six years in the sei'vice of the

American Baptist Foreign Missionary Society

at Hanchow. China, and is now living at

Rochester. New York, where her husband,
Justin W. Nixon, is Professor of Hebrew and
Biblical Literature in the Rochester Theologi-
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cal Semiuary. Thomas H., born iu 1886, was
educated at Toledo and in Dennison Uni-
versity, graduated Bachelor of Chemical En-
gineering from the University of Michigan,
and is now in eliarge of the engineering de-

partment of the great Studebaker Corporation
at South Bend. Indiana. Homer E., born in

1889, graduated Bachelor of Philosophy from
Dennison University and is engaged in wel-

fare work for the Cleveland Associated Chari-

ties. Arthur C, born in 1892, attended school

in Toledo, has the degree Bachelor of Philoso-

phy from Dennison University, and is now sec-

retary of the Young Men's Christian Associa-

tion of Miami University at Oxford, Ohio.

Ruth was born in 1895 and is now pursuing
her higher education in Dennison University.

Dorothy M., the youngest, born in 1898, has

completed the public school work at Toledo
and is also in Dennison University. Mr.
Wickenden is a member of the Commerce
Club. The family are membere of the Bap-
tist Church.

WiLBER Owen and Charles W. Owen. In
the department of patent law one of the lead-

ing firms of Ohio is Owen, Owen & Crampton,
patent attorneys and solicitors iu the Nicholas
Building. The members of this firm are Wil-
ber Owen, Charles W. Owen, and Faust F.
Crampton. The Owen Brothers have been
associated in the practice of patent law at

Toledo for the past sixteen years, and their

exiDerience and influential connections have
brought them a large share of this class of

legal business.

Wilber Owen was born at Detroit, Michi-
gan, June 30, 1873. His father has long been
prominent in IMichigan journalism. He is

now proprietor and editor of the Herald at

Quincy, Michigan.

The second of four children, Wilber Owen
attended the public schools at Lansing, Michi-

gan, and took his law course in the George
Washington University at Washington, D. C.

He came under the influence of a very able

body of law professors and also had the excep-

tional advantages of residence in the capital

city. He was graduated Doctor of Laws in

1896, and for advanced work received the

Master of Laws degree from the same institu-

tion in 1897. In that year Mr. Owen came to

Toledo, and has since been in practice in this

city. He has membership in the bars of Ohio,

Michigan and the District of Columbia.
Mr. Owen is also a member of the executive

committee and a director of The Fiftv Asso-

ciates Company of Toledo. He is a 2\Iason, a
republican, a member of the Toledo Club, the
Inverness Golf Club and the Toledo Commerce
Club.

Charles. W. Owen, the second of the firm,

was born in Lansing, Michigan, June 29, 1877.
Part of his early education was acquired in
the public schools of Coldwater, iMiehigan.
He followed his brother to George Washing-
ton University, where he took his degree
Bachelor of Laws in 1899. He has two other
degrees from the same institution, awarded in
1900 and 1901. In 1901 he joined his brother
in practice at Toledo under the fii-m name of
Owen & Owen, and from the fii-st they have
specialized as patent lawyers. In 1913 Mr. F.
P. Crampton was admitted to the partnership.

Charles W. Owen is a member of the Toledo
Commerce Club, the Toledo Club, the Inver-
ness Club and the Toledo Yacht Club, and is

a republican. On April 28, 1900, he married
Miss Anna V. Steinmetz at Quincy, Michigan.
They have two children : Virginia and Allen.

Bert Thompson. Until a few years ago
the direction of movement for people seeking
new homes has been steadily westward. This
movement began even before the Revolution-
ary war, and continued with growing force
until every state and territory was occupied
westward to the Pacific. Thus the majority
of the families in Ohio came originally from
some state east of the AUeghauies, and the

movement out of Ohio to western states began
a great many yeai"s ago and has continued to

the present time. However, there has been
an important reversal of this current of immi-
gration.

An excellent example of this is the case of

Mr. Bert Thompson of Richfield Township,
Henry County. His grandparents were sub-

stantial Ohio people in the early years of the

last century. i\Iembers of the family moved
out of Ohio to Eastern Illinois, and there did

their part in making a wilderness blossom as

the rose. It was in Eastern Illinois that Bert
Thompson was born and came to manhood.
In the meantime Illinois lands had been devel-

oped to a point where their value made them
almost out of reach of the average investor,

and while many Illinois farmers were selling

out and going still further west, a number of

others had been attracted by the lower priced

lands of Western Ohio.

That was what brought Bert Thompson to

Henry County in March, 1908. He bought

eighty acres of land in section 16 of Richfield
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Township. He was able to buy a first class

farm with all the modern improvements. His
farm had a nine room, house nearly new, and
also a new barn, 40 by 60 feet with 24-foot

post. In the fall of 1909 Mr. Thompson
bought an adjoining eighty acres but just

across the road in section 9. This likewise

had some good improvements, including a

barn 40 by 60 feet, with an addition 15 by 70
feet. Mr. Thompson at once moved the l3arn

bodily to his home farm, and with that change
and with other improvements introduced in

the past eight years he has developed one of

the finest farms in Henry County. His 160
acres ai'c perfectly drained, well fenced, and
they have been made to grow as fine crops as

can be grown in the county.

With such enterprise has Mr. Thompson di-

rected his business aft'aii-s that he is now well

enough off to retire from the heavier responsi-

bilities of farming, and it is his intention to

do so and take up his residence at Weston in

Wood Country in the spring of 1917. During
his years in Henry County he has been con-

stantly a worker for advanced and progressive

ideas, and though he is too modest to claim

any recognition for it he has really served as

an exemplar of modern methods in rural life.

He was born in Champaign County, Illi-

nois, August 3, 1870, and was reared and edu-

cated there, gained a knowledge of Illinois

farming, and finally brought his capital to

invest in Henry County.
His grandfather David Thompson was born

in Fayette County, Ohio. He married there

a member of the "Clevery family, long promi-

nent in that section of Ohio as cattle and hog
growers and prominent citizens. While David
Thompson and wife were living in Fayette

County their oldest child, James, father of

Bert, was born in 1840. He was still an infant

when his parents removed to the vicinity of

Sidney in Champaign County, Illinois. They
became pioneers in that section, and David
Thompson lived to clear up and develop a good
farm of 100 acres. He finally retired and
spent his last years at Sidney, where he died

when quite old. He and his M'ife were the

parents of three sons and two daughters.

James Thompson grew up on the old farm
near Sidnej', Illinois, and was married there

to Anna Bucey. She was bom in Champaign
County about seventy years ago. Her parents
were among the earliest settlers of Champaign
Count}-, being there when the Indians werv.»

still numerous. The Bucey family has lonw

been prominent in Eastern Illinois, and the

various members of the family have acquired
interests in a number of banks and various
other business affairs. One representative of
the- family is Colonel Bucey, who became
prominent in politics and had the distinction
of being the only man who ever succeeded in
defeating Joe Cannon in a political campaign.
Mr. James Thompson and his wife still reside
on their old farm in Champaign County.
They were the parents of ten children, nine
of whom are living, six married and three
single.

Mr. Bert Thomp.son was married in his

native county to Miss Florence Cayley. She
M-as born in Champaign County November
20, 1876, a daughter of John L. Cayley, who
now makes his home with Mrs. Thompson and
is seventy-five years of age. He was born in

Fayette County, Ohio. He married for his

first wife Mary Patters, who was born and
reared in Champaign County, Illinois, where
she died when Mrs. Thompson, the youngest
of her three children, was five years of age.

Mr. Cayley married for his second wife Mrs.
ilartha J. (Current) Harmon. She was born
in Jay County, Indiana, was reared there, and
married Mr. Joseph Harmon, who died leav-

ing her three children. By her marriage to

Mr. Cayley she had a son that died in infancy.

Mrs. Cayley died September 8, 1897. The
Cayleys were members of the. Christian
Church.
Mr. and Mrs. Thompson have no children.

In politics he is a democrat.

Jacob Cladt, of Flatrock Township, Henry
County, has rounded out his period of three

score and ten years in the comfortable employ-
ment of his energies as a farmer, and has a

pleasing and grateful retrospect over many
years of well directed effort, influential asso-

ciations with his community and the material

,
reward and personal esteem which are the best

tokens of a well spent career. He has been a

resident of Henry County for over thirty-five

years.

Mr. Clady was born in Tuscarawas County,
Ohio, September 11, 1842, a son of Jacob and
Mary M. (Scheth) Clady. His mother was a

native of Pennsylvania, a daughter of Peter

Scheth, a native of the same .state. Jacob
Clady was born in Alsace, France, aboiit the

year 1805. When still a boy be came with an
uncle to the United States, and his first regu-

lar emplo^nnent was on the canal which was
then being built in Tuscarawas County. Ohio.

He gave such a good account of himself there
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that he was appointed a foreman. During his

residence in Tuscarawas County he married

and three of their children were bom there,

Emanuel, William and Jacob. In the fall of

1842, when Jacob Clady was only a few weeks
nld his parents removed to Crawford County,

Oliio. Jacob, Sr., there bought a tract of

eighty acres of wild land. The first home of

the family was a log cabin. He lived there

employed in clearing up and cultivating his

land, being assisted in this by his older sons,

and had the sntisfactinn of those comforts and
convenieiic(>s whii-h icwai'd a life of constant

toil. He (licil 111 till' Milistantial frame house

which he had built about 1881. His wife,

though somewhat younger in years than him-

self, died about nine years before her husband.

They were members of the Lutheran Church
and he was a democrat. In their family were
ten sons and two daughters, all but two of

whom grew up and married, and five sons are

still living and have families of their own.

It was on the old homestead in Crawford
County, Ohio, that Jacob Clady spent his

youth and early manhood. The public schools

afforded him a literary groundwork, and there

was no lack of opportunity to learn farming in

every practical detail. In Crawford County
on February 16, 1871, Mr. Clady married Miss

Susan A. Zolar. She was born in Chatfield

Township of Crawford County January 1,

1851, and grew up in that district and re-

mained with her parents until her marriage.

Her parents were Frederick and Mary
(Freed) Zolar. Her father, a native of Ger-

many, came in young manhood with his

parents to Chatfield Township of Crawford
County, was married there, his wife being a

native of Tuscarawas County, Ohio, and also

going with her parents to Crawford County.

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Zolar lived

on a farm, clearing it up from the condition

of a wilderness, and Mrs. Clady 's father died

there at the age of eighty-seven and her mother

'

when not yet sixty years of age. They were

Lutherans and he was a democrat.

After his marriage Mr. Clady continued to

live and farm in Crawford County until 1879.

In the meantime six children were born, one

of whom died in infancy, and in 1879 bringing

his wife and five children he located on forty

acres in section 28 of Flatrock Township in

Henry County. This forty acres had practi-

cally no improvements, and it was with the

task of clearing and development that Mr.
Clady concerned himself for a number of

years. With increasing prosperity he added

another forty acres in the same section; this

also he improved, and since then has bought
fifty acres in section 29. These 130 acres com-
prise a very fine and valuable farm. It has
some wood land, but the rest of it is devoted
to the regular rotation of the staple crops best

adapted to the soil and climate. Its improve-
ments stand as evidence of Mr. Clady 's man-
agement and supervision. He has a good
eight-room house on his home place and his

farm of fifty acres in section 29 also has a

complete set of buildings.

Mi's. Clady is a member of the Lutheran
Church and has given much of her time out-

side of the rearing and training of her chil-

dren at home to church interests. Mi*. Clady
is a democrat, and while hi§ life has been

an extremely bixsy one he has found time to

serve the interests of his community as town-

ship trustee for three years and as towTiship

supervisor.

He and his good wife deserve much credit

for the bringing up of a large family of chil-

dren. Fred, the oldest, is a farmer in Flat-

rock Township and by his marriage to Leora

Shoemaker has a daughter named Vera. Ida

is the wife of John Ingle, a merchant at Stan-

ley, and they have three sous and three daugh-
ters. Henry, who is employed by the Balti-

more & Ohio Railway at Deshler, married

Ebbie Ise and has a son and daughter. Mary
E. died in 1877 when two weeks old. Savilla

died at the age of six years in 1884. Tilla is

the wife of William Engle and they live in

Flatrock Township and have a son and two

daughters. Charles is a farmer in Henry
County and by his marriage to Susie Renaker

is the father of two daughters. Clara E. died

in childhood. Susan Z. is the wife of Albert

Skiver, a farmer in Flatrock Township. Irena

is the wife of Winfield Huffman of Florida

Village, and they are the parents of two

daughters. Cleveland C. lives on his father's

farm and has a son Lawrence by his wife,

Maggie Bower. Elsie 0. married Henry
Memer of Flatrock Township and has three

sons living. Alma, the youngest child, is still

at home with her parents.

Adam B. Rettig. The thrift and industry

of his early years enabled Adam B. Rettig

a few years before his death to retire from

the active business of farming, and he after-

ward had the leisure and the means to allow

him to follow such pursuits and interests as

he desired. His home was in section 12 of

Monroe Township in Henry County, and his
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ileath occurred on the 23d of December, 1916.

Until he retired he owaied 160 acres there.

Tlie land that he cleared up by his hard work
when he was a young man was in sectinn 19

of Monroe Township, and he put it in splen-

did condition as a farai and made his living

from it and provided for his family. The
farm whicli he bought about 1902 lies not far

from Malinta and Greltou. One of the most
recent improvements placed ui^on it by Mr.
Rettig was a fine barn 40 by 60 feet, with
cement floors and with all modern equipment.
When he retired Mr. Rettig sold forty acres

of his farm, and turned over the rest of it

to the capable management of his son-in-law,
('. L. Detmer. Adam B. Rettig was boi-n in

Hesse Darmstadt, Germany, February 15,

1S38, ai^.d was nearly eighty years of age at

the time of his death. He had worked until

he was past seventy. He was a boy of eight

years when he accompanied other members
of the family to the United States. The voy-

age was made on a sailing vessel from Bre-

men, and it was weeks and weeks at sea. ;\Ir.

Rettig himself made the voyage without spe-

cial incident or illness. But his mother,
grandmotlier an<1 two sisters were scT'iously ill,

and his gramlniothiT and Diir nf his sisters

died at sea ami witc luiricd in tlif ocran. The
remainder of the little family finally arrived

almost at the point of exhaustion, and from
New York came on west by way of the Hudson
River and Erie Canal to Buffalo, and from
there on a lake boat to Sandusky. They crossed

t)verland to Crawford County, Ohio, and after

three years there came on to Henry County,

making the journey with teams. Adam and
his cousin George walked and drove a herd
of cattle. Arriving in Henry County Mr.
Rettig 's father bought forty acres of state

lands and later 160 acres of canal lands. He
located in what was still a wilderness, and
gradually built up a good home. On the

forty-acre farm the parents, Adam and Eliza-

beth Rettig, spent the rest of their days. This

is one of the old and substantial German fam-
ilies of Henry County, and further reference

to the older members will be found on other

pages. The Rettigs were among the organ-

izers and always were vigorous supporters of

the German Reformed Church, and their chil-

dren were reared in the faith.

Adam B. Rettig was the oldest son in a

family of six sons and four daughtei-s, two
sons and three daughters still living and all

married.

In Henry County Adam B. Rettig married
Miss Sarah Nyswander. She was born in

Fairfield County, Ohio, November 26, 1840,
was reared and educated in Wood County, and
for several years taught school in Flatrock
Township of Henry County. While thus en-

gaged she met Mr. Rettig and they were mar-
ried not long afterwards. She died at Van
Buren in Wood County Januaiy 24, 1900.

Mrs. Rettig was an active member of the Re-
form Church. Her parents were Christian and
Elizabeth (Salladay) Nyswander, both na-

tives of Canton Berne, Switzerland, and after

coming to the United States were married
in Fail-field County, Ohio. Fl-om there the>'

removed to Wood County, where Mr. Nyswan-
der improved 160 acres of land. He died at

Florida Village in Henry County at the age
of eighty-two and his wife at North Baltimore,
Ohio, when past sixty years of age.

Mr. Rettig and wife had a large family of

children, most of whom have grown up to use-

ful men and women. Charles H., the first, died

when four years of nijc. Reulien E. lives on a

farm in ^lonroe Towiisliip aihl by Ins niaiTiage

to Nettie Shirarla of thai t(iwiislii|) has three

childi'en, Ardella, Carolina and Xora E., the

last two being twins. Edwin Lee, who- died

in 1008, married Eva P.nniiaker. and their

children were Mary, now deceased, Edwin C,
Marion and Lyle. Jennie Lillian died when
four years of age. John L. is now postmaster
of Elk River in the State of Idaho; he mar-
ried Mary E. Detmer, who died in Idaho in

1911, leaving a daughter, Marie, now sixteen

vears of age. Elizalieth E.. tlie vnnntrest child

of Mr. Rettig, was l.nrn Xovcn'ili.'i- 24, 1880,

and was educated in the jiiihlic schools. She
married Charles Ludwig Detmer, who was
liorn in Monroe Township of Henry County
September 10, 1878, was reared and educated
here, and for several years has been the active

manager of ]\Ir. Rettig 's farm, and also di-

rects the operations of forty acres adjoining

the homestead. He is a first class farmer, and
he and his wife have had I'^nw diihlrcn : Lloyd

E., who was born August I'l, l!lu2, and is now
in the seventh grade of the public schools

:

William B., who was born August 28, 1904,

and died when two months old; Esther Leona,

born January M, 1906, and now in the sixth

srade of the public schools; and Cloyce Her-
liert, born October 11, 1909. All the family

«re members of the German Reform Church.

E. J. O'CoNNELL, now prosperously estab-

lished in business at Lima, began life with
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the limitatious of opportunity imposed upon
the poor boy of poor parents. He had a very
limited education in the national schools of

Ireland, came to Lima with his parents during
the 'SOs, worlied hard in those positions which
were open to him, and finally studied embalm-
ing and is now proprietor of one of the leading
undertaking establishments of the city.

He was born in County Limerick, Ireland,

September 24, 1865, a son of John C. and
Mary (Daly) O'Connell. Both parents were
also natives of County Limerick. His father

first came to Ohio in November, 1869. He
lived in Lima, working there for several years,

finally went back to Ireland and then brought
his family over. He and his wife were mem-
bers of the Catholic Church, and he became a

democrat in politics. There were thirteen

children in the family, E. J. being the oldest,

and eight are still living.

On coming to Lima E. J. O'Connell found
his first emploj-ment in the paper mills, where
he spent four years. He then secured a clerk-

ship in a furniture store, and remained with
that institution for twelve years. He gained
his first knowledge of the undertaking busi-

ness while there, and after a couree of study
at Cleveland he returned to Lima and engaged
in business for himself in 1906. His business

has been on the steady increase for the past

ten years, and he now has all the facilities

for expert and thorough service in his line.

On August 18, 1898, Mr. 'Connell married
Miss Jennie Hickey. She was born in Colum-
bus Grove, Ohio, daughter of Michael Hickey.
Mr. and Mrs. O'Connell are members of St.

Rose Catholic Cliurch at Lima, and he is iden-

tified with the Holy Name Society, the Cath-
olic Knights of Ohio, the I&ughts of Colum-
bus and the Ancient Order of Hibernians.

Nelson R. "Webster is one of the veterans

in the field of journalism and printing, learned

his trade when a boy and has pursued it al-

most uninterruptedl.y since his apprenticeship

at Port Clinton, Ohio. He is now proprietor

and editor of the Paulding Democrat at Pauld-
ing, a property he has owned and successfully

conducted since July 11, 1904.

Mr. Webster was bom June 25, 1862, in

Portland Township of Chautauqua County,
New York. His parents, James Harvey and
Mary Webster, were substantial people, of

good intellectual attainments and high ideals,

both having taught district school during their

youth and they were constantly diligent and
ambitious both for themselves and their chil-

dren. They never acquired wealth but their
names are spoken with affection by all their
descendants. James H. Webster was a brick-
layer and plasterer, but he reared his family
on a farm in Chautauqua County, New York.
He died there and was buried in Chautauqua
County. The parents reared a family of seven
children, and their lives counted for a great
deal although they left limited property.
As a boy in Western New Yoi-k Nelson R.

Webster had the advantages of the district

schools only. When he was fourteen he began
learning the newspaper and printing business
at Port Clinton, Ohio, and there has been only
one important exception to a complete career in
that line of work, lasting for about eighteen
months. He was employed as a journeyman
printer and subsequently owned and conducted
the Ottawa County News at Port Clinton for
about six years, the Muskogee Times at Mus-
kogee, Oklahoma, a little over a year, and for
about six years owned an interest in and was
employed on the Defiance Crescent-News and
Democrat at Defiance, Ohio. Another year
was spent at Riverside, California, where he
edited the Riverside Daily Enterprise.
Mr. Webster has exercLsed his influence upon

the community largely through his newspa-
pers and the only public office he ever held
was one term as mayor of Paulding. He has
always been a consistent democrat and has
been very ardent in his support and admira-
tion of President Wilson and his policies. Mr.
Webster is a Knight Templar Mason, is a
past grand of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, past chancellor of the Knights of
Pythias, belongs to the Benevolent and Pro-
tective Order of Elks, and at one time was a
member of the Knights of Labor. Mr. Web-
ster is well satisfied to classify as a laboring
man, and his interests and sympathies are
with that great bulk of men and women who
have to live upon the results of honest toil.

Mr. Webster is a member of the Methodist
Church, and has been actively identified with
the church choir for many years and in differ-

ent communities.

At Port Clinton, Ohio, November 17, 1881,

he married Miss Sadie E. Bell, daughter of

Richard Bell. Richard Bell was a prominent
citizen of Northern Ohio, and for many years

was engaged in the wholesale fish catching and
selling business. He finally retired and moved
out to California in 1895, and has since re-

sided at Pasadena. Mr. and Mrs. Webster
have one son, C. R. Webster, who is now em-
ployed in the newspaper and printing busi-

ness with his father.
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John Hardy Doyle. It is doubtful if any
name has a more dignified distinction in the

bar of Northwest Ohio than that of John
Hardy Doyle. Many able la\vyers recall as

the pleasant distinction of their own careers

some association with Judge Doyle, either as

a student, a partner, or as a friend and
adviser. At this writing Judge Doyle has
just rounded out a half century's membership
in the bar of Northwest Ohio. It is especially

noteworthy that no interests have called him
from the strict lines of his profession, though
twice he served the public on the bench, once
as common pleas judge and again as a justice

of the Supreme Court.

He was born in Monday Creek Township,
Perry County, Ohio, April 23, 1844, a son
of Michael F. and Joanna (Brophy) Doyle,
and is of Irish stock, his paternal grandfather
having come in the early part of the nineteenth
century from Ireland. Michael P. Doyle, a
native of Pennsylvania, was a youth when he
came to Providence in what is now Lucas
County, Ohio, and was a sub-contractor in

building a portion of the Miami Canal. He
was married in 1834 and from 1843 to 1849
lived with his family in Perry County, still

pursuing his business of contractor. After-
ward he was a resident of Toledo until his
death in 1852 at the early age of thirty-six.

Judge Doyle's mother died in 1894 at the age
of eighty-four.

Though deprived of a father's guidance at
an early age, Judge Doyle's industry and tal-

ents enabled him to secure a liberal education.
He attended the Toledo public schools and the
Dennison University at Granville, Ohio, and
in the winter of 1862-63 left school to enter
the ranks of the Union army. He was ap-
pointed second lieutenant of Company A of
the Sixty-seventh Ohio Infantry upon condi-
tion that he secure twenty recruits. While
still engaged in this task he was stricken with
typhoid fever, and that proved a permanent
bar to his ambition to serve his country in

the capacity of soldier.

On recovering his health he began the study
of law under Edward Bissell, then one of the
prominent lawyers of Toledo, and on his twen-
ty-first birthday was admitted to practice. He
then accepted from Mr. Bissell the offer to

become a partner in the law firm of Bissell &
Gorrill, and in the abstracting firm of Bissell,

Gleason & Company. In a short time he had
earned his place among the rising young law-
yers of Lucas County.
He was thirty-five years of age when in 1879

the republican members of the Lucas County
Bar gave him their luianimous endorsement
for the office of judge of the Court of Com-
mon Pleas for the Sixth Judicial District.

With a unanimous nomination at the judicial

convention he was elected by a large majority,
and brought to the discharge of his duties the
able qualifications of thorough knowledge and
absolute integrity. Of his work on the Com-
mon Pleas Bench Harvey Scribner in a for-

mer publication wrote: "Judge Doyle was an
ideal Common Pleas judge; he followed and
comprehended the bearings and competency
of evidence at all stages of the trial. His rul-

ings were prompt and almost always correct."
He was nominated for judge of the Ohio

Supreme Court at the Republican State Con-
vention of 1882, but he shared the defeat com-
mon to the entire ticket that year. Later in

the same year when a vacancy occurred on the

supreme bench Governor Poster appointed him
for the unexpired term, and he was a member
of the Supreme Court until February 9, 1884.

In the meantime he had again been nominated
for the office but his party was still in the
minority in the state. Some years later a rare
distinction was accorded him when he was
twice offered, by Presidents McKinley and
Taft the position of Judge of the United States

District Court for the Northern District of

Ohio, but he declined both honors. Few men
so well fitted for public responsibility have so

strictly adhered to the private profession and
have so uniformly refused both nominations
and appointments to office.

On retiring from the Supreme Court Judge
Doyle became senior member of the firm of

Doyle & Scott, his partner being Alexander W.
Scott. In 1885 Charles T. Lewis was admitted
to the firm, which continued as Doyle, Scott

& Lewis until the death of Mr. Scott in 1895.

The firm of Doyle & Lewis has siibsequently,

by the admission of Frank L. Lewis and How-
ard Lewis, sons of Charles T. Lewis, and Judge
Ralph Emery, become known as Doyle, Lewis,

Lewis & Emery. Thus at the age of seventy-

two Judge Doyle is still active in his profes-

sion, is head of one of the largest law firms

within the state, and has a reputation as one
of the ablest, most accomplished and scholarly

lawyers in the Middle West. His standing in

the Toledo bar is well indicated by the fact

that the lawyers of the city gave almost a
unanimous endorsement to the petition that

he accept the post of United States District

Judge. For fifty years a loyal member of the

republican party, and sometimes taking part
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as a campaign speaker, he has best served that

party as a private in the ranks, and could
never be induced to accept a nomination ex-

cept for the office of judge.

Those who have been associated with him
and who have followed his career as a lawyer
and judge are familiar with his professional

characteristics. The reasons for his success

have been described as industry, rapidity as

as worker, and promptitude in mastering the
essentials of a case. It is said that when he
was a young law;\' er he accustomed himself by
long and careful practice to quick analysis
on the collocation and citation of the really

pertinent authorities with as little waste of

time as possible upon irrelevant or minor as-

pects and materials. Thus his processes in

preparation were immediate and direct, and he
either excluded preliminaries altogether or
reduced them to a minimum. This prompt
functioning of his mind is as characteristic to-

day as ever. As a judge it is said that it was
his practice to prepare for his own informa-
tion very thorough briefs of the law and au-
thorities governing cases as they developed
before him, and it was largely this policy and
method which enabled him to serve so well the
conflicting interests in any litigation brought
before him.

His avocations have been more in the field

of literature and historical research than in
politics or more material activities. In many
quarters Judge Doyle is acknowledged as a
foremost aiithority on the early history of
Toledo and Northwestern Ohio. This is partly
due to his residence of sixty-five years in the
city, and also to the instinct and scholarship
of the true historian. He is the author of
some forty monographs and papers on miscel-
laneous topics, historical, literary, legal, and
on other titles, and these he has given to the
public as voluntary and entirely unrecom-
pensed lectures on special occasions. Some
of his more notable contributions to local his-

tory have been under the following titles:

"The City of Toledo for Fifty Years since its

Organization;" "History of the Maumee
Valley:" and "History of the First Congre-
gational Church of Toledo." The most com-
plete and adequate county history of Lucas
County ever published was the Wagoner his-

tory of 1888. Judge Doyle prepared and wrote
the History of the Local Judiciary for that
publication, and it is a matter of interest to
know that the greatest part of that splendid
work was prepared in Judge Doyle's law office

which was then located at the corner of Erie

and Walnut streets in Toledo. He was also

selected by the Toledo Commerce Club to write
a monograph of the history of Toledo to be
distributed to each scholar in the Toledo
schools. A student of history in its broadest
aspect. Judge Doyle has brought this breadth
of knowledge and interest to his local writing,

and is one of the comparatively few men who
have a philosophy of life modified and forti-

fied by the best resources of individual ex-

perience and broad culture. In recent years
Judge Doyle has devoted some of his time to

the instruction of students in St. John's Law
School on the subject of Constitutional Law.
At various times he has been president of

the Toledo and Ohio State Bar associations

and of the National Bar Association, before

that organization became absorbed by the

American Bar Association, and is a member
of the Toledo Club, Toledo Commerce Club,

Country Club of Toledo, Toledo Yacht Club,

Lawyers Club of New York, Ohio Society of

New York, Union Club of Cleveland, and Co-
lumbus Club of Columbus.

October 6, 1868, Judge Doyle married Alice

Fuller Skinner. Mrs. Doyle, who is a mem-
ber of the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion, the Colonial Dames and the Daughters of

Colonial Governors, is descended from Gov-
ernor Roger Wolcott of Connecticut, and from
Oliver Wolcott, signer of the Declaration of

Independence. Judge and ]\Irs. Doyle have
three children. Mrs. Elizabeth D. Bently is

the wife of James Bently, and has a daughter, •

Grace Isabel Scott. Mrs. Grace D. Graves is

the wife of Charles L. Graves, and their chil-

dren are John Doyle Graves, Angeline Graves
and Charles L. Graves. Helen Genevieve, now
deceased, married Judge John S. Pratt, and
her one surviving child is Alice Pratt.

Rt. Rev. Joseph Schrembs. D. D. First

bishop of the diocese of Toledo. Rt. Rev. Jo-

seph Schrembs has been a resident of the ca-

thedral city for the past five years, and hence

his career is properly a part of the history of

Northwest Ohio.

He was born in Wuzelhofen. a small village

near Ratisbon, Bavaria, ilarch 12. 1866, a

son of George and Mary fPetz') Schrembs.

His father, a master blacksmith, spent his

last years as an invalid, due to an injury

received while hunting in a neighboring for-

est, and died August 19. 1888. The mother
of Bishop Schrembs was a woman of great

force of character and of deep piety, and
experienced a peculiar satisfaction in hav-
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ing two of her sons become priests. She fol-

lowed them to America and spent the last

seventeen years of her life in the home of

her son Joseph in Michigan, where she died

August 19, 1905.

One of a large family of sixteen children.

Bishop Schrembs attended the excellent

Catholic schools of Ratisbon, Bavaria. At
the age of el(nTn ho attracted the favorable

notice of llislmp Sciilcnbush, the Benedictine

bLshop of St. (.'loud, .Minnesota, who was visit-

ing there. Bishop Seidenbush made arrange-

ments for bringing the youth to the United
States, where on his arrival he was placed

in school at St. Vincent's Arch-Abbey in

Pennsylvania. There at the age of sixteen

he completed the cla.ssieal course, having
shown exceptional ability in mastering lan-

guages, and during his later career has been
equally at home in the English, German or

French. The following two years were spent

as a teacher in St. Martin's parochial school

at Louisville, and later Bishop Richter of

Grand Rapids, ]\Iichigan, sent him to the

Fathers of St. Sulpice in Montreal, Canada,
where he completed the philosophical course.

In 1888 he was ordained sub-deacon at Trin-

ity, was promoted to the deaconage in the

same year, and in March, 1889, returned to

Grand Rapids, where on June 29, 1889, he
was ordained to the priesthood.

He served as an assistant to Father Nevin
during the latter 's pastorate at St. Mary's
in Saginaw, and then as assistant to Father
Sanson at St. Mary's, West Bay City. There
he preached in both French and English
every Sunday. In 1896 he was made pastor

of St. Mary's, West Bay City, and while there

distingiiished himself for his elociuence and
for his influence both in and out of the parish.

October 5, 1900, he was transferred to St.

Mary's. Grand Rapids, where for years the

only language he spoke in the pulpit was
Gennan. His civic work in that city was
especially noteworthy, and he was largely

instrumental in bringing about flood protec-

tion, pure water, the attainment of the city

beautiful idea, and the extension of the park
system. His arguments before a committee
of the State Senate twice prevented the pas-

sage of a free text-book bill through the Legis-

lature. His pastorate resulted in much con-

structive work in his home parish, and among
other accomplishments he brought about the
establishment of two Catholic central high
schools in Grand Rapids and was influential

in forming St. Joseph's Preparatory Semi-

nary. From Grand Rapids he several times

represented the diocese in national conven-
tions.

In 1903 Bishop Richter appointed him
vicar-general of the diocese and he was cre-

ated a domestic prelate January 25, 1906.

January 5 1911, the appointment of auxili-

ary bishop was conferred upon him and he
was consecrated February 22d. About that

time the Toledo Diocese was erected, and on
August 11, 1911, he was named as the first

bishop and was consecrated October 4, 1911.

Thus for the past five j'ears Bishop Schrembs
has resided in Toledo and has been hardly
less distinguished as a citizen than as a

churchman.
Something more than the qualities of a

brilliant intellect is required to explain the

position and influence exerted by Bishop
Schrembs. His is a positive character. He
never compromises right or conscience, and
has held decided opinions on questions of pub-
lic policy, and has given them expression with
great clearness and force. Without the com-
promise of a principle or an issue he has
nevertheless dealt with such questions with

peculiar tact. Flawless logic and clear argu-

ment, together with his great eloquence, have
been the means by which he has carried his

point. He has exhibited profound convictions

and sympathies upon such great issues as those

relating to labor, public order and decency,

and for the general uplifting of humanity, and
as much of his work has been done in great

manufacturing centers its results have been

correspondingly effective.

Hon. Silas S. Richards. For thirty-five

years an active member of the Sandusky
County bar. Judge Richards is widely known
over Northwestern Ohio as a just and fearless

judge, having presided with great ability for

six years over the Common Pleas Court in

what was then the third subdivision of the

Fourth Judicial District. His home was at

that time and still is at Clyde. In November,
1910. Judge Richards was elected a judge of

the Court of Appeals, and began his six year

term in that office in February, 1911. He
was reelected in November, 1916, for a simi-

lar term. He now holds court at Toledo and
in seven other counties comprising the district

of Northwestern Ohio.

A native of Northwest Ohio, where his

people were pioneer settlers. Judge Richards
was born August 8. 1857, in Townsend Town-
ship of Sandusky County. His parents were



1856 HISTORY OP NORTHWEST OHIO

Archibald and Mary (George) Richards, his
father beinpf a substantial farmer in Town-
send Townsliip. Archibald Richards died at
his home in Clyde in 1884, while the mother
passed away there in 1901. Archibald Rich-
ards was born at New London, Connecticut,
in 1812, a son of Silas and Mary (Rogers)
Richards. Silas Richards was born April 23,
1779, and died December 5, 1862; while his
wife, who was born August 1, 1779, and died
September 3, 1866, traced her ancestry back
to the time of the Mayflower. Judge Rich-
ards' mother was born in Ohio in 1819, a
daughter of Joseph Gftorge, who was a soldier
in the War of 1812 and at a very early date
established his home in Sandusky County.
Thus the members of the Richards and George
families were closely identified with the early
life and affairs of Sandusky County.
Judge Richards takes pleasure in looking

back to an early boyhood spent on a farm. At
the same time he was granted liberal oppor-
tunities in the way of schooling, attended the
Clyde High School until graduating with the
class of 1875, and then, at the age of eighteen,
he started for California. His home was on
the Pacific Coast until 1876, when he took up
the study of law in the ofHee of Basil Meek,
who was then a prominent lawyer at Clyde,
but is now located at Fremont, Ohio.
Admitted to the bar at Columbus before

the Supreme Court in January, 1879, Judge
Richards soon afterwards opened an office at
Clyde. In June, 1879, he became associated
in practice with D. A. Heffner, and for many
years the firm of Richards & Heffner was
regarded as representing some of the finest
ability in the profession at Clyde and enjoyed
a very large and extensive practice.
During the past twelve years Judge Rich-

ards has been continuously on the bench. In
1905 he was called by appointment to the
Common Pleas Bench to fill a vacancy in his
home district. On the expiration of the term
he was renominated by acclamation and 'a
popular election gave him a tenure of the
office for a regular term. He was again
elected to the same office, but resigned from
the Common Pleas Bench on January 18,
1911, consequent upon his previous election
in November, 1910, as judge of the Court of
Appeals.
Judge Richards is a member of the San-

dusky County and the Ohio State Bar asso-
ciations. In polities he is a republican. He
is a non-resident member of the Toledo Com-
merce Club, and was president of the Toledo

Shakespeare Association during the club year
1915-16. He is also a member of the Masonic
Order, being affiliated with Monticello Lodge
214 of Clyde and with the Royal Arch Chap-
ter at the same place. He and his wife are
regular attendants of the Presbyterian
Church. Judge Richards finds his chief
recreation in travel and fishing and is fond
of reading, and when at home is devoted to

the law both as a science and profession.

On June 7, 1882, he married Miss Jennie
Harding, daughter of John and Mary
(Smith) Harding, both of whom died at
Clyde, Ohio, where they were old settlers.

After nearly twenty-eight years of compan-
ionship Judge Richards lost his first wife at

Clyde on January 8, 1910. She was the
mother of three children. Robert G., the old-

est, who now resides at Clyde, is a graduate
of the high school there and was a student at

Oberlin College. Rena, the only daughter, is

a graduate of the Clyde High School, at-

tended the Ohio Wesleyan at Delaware, and
finished the course in the Library School of
the Western Reserve University at Cleveland.

She is now the wife of Dr. Walter M. Bucher
of Cleveland. William M., who graduated
from the Clyde High School from the Ohio
Wesleyan University at Delaware and the
Western Reserve University law department,
is now engaged in the practice of the law at

Toledo, being associated with the firm of

Kohn, Northup, Ritter & McMahon. All the
children were born in Clyde. On November
18, 1914, Judge Richards married for his pres-

ent wife IVIiss Elizabeth Strain of Columbus
Grove, Putnam County, Ohio. Her father
was for many years a minister of the Pres-

byterian Church in Putnam County, but both
he and his wife are now deceased. Mrs.
Richards was born in Pennsylvania, but com-
pleted her education in the high school at

Columbus Grove.

Coleman Keeler. In the pioneer annals

of Lucas County one of the first names to be

encountered is that of Keeler. One of the

family was the late Coleman Keeler, who was
prominently known as a business man both

in Toledo and at Maumee, who served as

mayor of the latter city for two years and
whose death occurred in 1895.

He was born in Onondaga County, New
York, in February', 1827, the youngest of the

eight children of Samuel Isaac and Lucy
(Hall) Keeler. Samuel I. Keeler was born,

reared and educated in Vermont, studied law.
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was admitted to the bar in 1817, moved soon

after to New York and served as sheriff of

Onondaga County. He was one of the leading

attorneys practicing in Onondaga County, but
in 1829 gave up his profession there and
moved out to the frontier, settling in Liicas

County, Ohio. He.bought a farm near Toledo,

paying for it twenty shillings an acre. During
the next six years he devoted his time to clear-

ing up his land, and then sold out and moved
to Amboy in Fulton county, where he ac-

quired 1,000 acres direct from the Gov-
ernment. Any account of pioneer activities

in Fulton County shoidd mention this sterling

citizen, since he was among the earliest resi-

dents, and while doing much to improve the

community he endured all the vicissitudes and
privations of pioneer life. After improving
part of his large landed estate he sold the

greater part and moved to Cass County, Mich-
igan, where he lived retired until his death in

1867 at the age of eighty-five. He had served

as an officer in the "War of 1812, while his

father was a major in the Revolutionary war.
The mother of Coleman Keeler was a na-

tive of Georgia and died at Amboy, Ohio, at

the age of fifty-six. Two of her brothers, Sal-

mon and George Hall, were soldiers in the

War of 1812. The Keeler family is of Jew-
ish and English extraction, but has been iden-

tified with America by several generations of

residence.

Coleman Keeler was about three years of

age when his parents moved to Toledo. The
family journeyed by boat from Buffalo to

Toledo, which was then only a village sur-

rounded by swamps and with Indians still

almost- as numerous as the white inhabitants.

With only a meager equipment of education,
on account of the scarcity of school facilities

at the time, he rapidly matured his powers as

a worker in the woods and on the farm, and
when only twelve years of age began buying
furs for the Northwestern Fur Company, of

which his elder brother was a partner or fac-

tor with headquarters at Niles, Michigan. For
five successive winter seasons Coleman Keeler
made journeys alone on horseback, leading
two pack horses, and in that time became ac-

quainted with many of the pioneer trappers
and Indian hunters of Southern jMichigan and
Northern Ohio. The summer months of that

period he spent as second mate and wheel-
man on a lake boat. He then became mate on
a boat on Lake Superior, and followed the in-

land seas for five years. Giving up his life

as a sailor, he next became traveling sales-

man for a wholesale house at Toledo, and this
again brought him a full share of pioneer ex-
periences. There were few railroads, and the
traveling salesman of that time had a hard
life as compared with the modern knight of
the grip. He made most of his trips on horse-
back, and not infrequently had to pass a night
by the roadside under the stars. After three
years with the first firm he represented Land-
man & Heiushammer for about a year.
From the lot of a traveling salesman he

turned his attention to farming, buying 300
acres near Porter, Michigan, and paying $5.00
an acre. He farmed there for ten years,
and left the place in a state of high improve-
ment and cultivation. On selling his land
he returned to Toledo and engaged in the
wholesale gi'ocery business. Then followed
two years of mingled prosperity and adver-
sity, but with the burning of his establish-

ment he lost practically his entire fortune.
Though he was then well along in years, he
was not discouraged, and he soon faced to the
Southwest and engaged in mining in New
Mexico. That proved a most profitable enter-
prise, and in fifteen years he had built up a
fortune larger than the one he had lost. Sell-

ing out his mining interests, he soon returned
to jMaumee and spent the rest of his life prac-
tically retired, though he dealt considerably
in local real estate. It was after his return
to IMaumee that he took an active part in local

politics as a democrat, and besides the ofiSce

cf mayor which he held two years was hon-
ored with nearly all the other municipal of-

fices.

In July, 1849. Coleman Keeler married
Adeline Pratt of Michigan. She died in July,
1880.

_
There were two children: Elliott P.,

who is now a prominent business man at

Painesville, Ohio; and Edith, the deceased
wife of Henry N. Perrin of Maumee. In 1884
Coleman Keeler married Edith Clark of De-
troit. She died in 1891, leaving a son, Cole-

man, Jr.

Isaac N. Keller. Out on the Bay Shore
Road from Toledo is located the second old-

est greenhouse and floral industry of that
city. Its owner and proprietor is Isaac N.
Keller, a man of long and varied experiences
in the seventy-four years of his lifetime. He
is a surviving veteran of the great war be-
tween the states, in which he lost a leg, and
for more than forty years has been pursuing
the business of market gardening and the
growing of fine flowers for Toledo people. His
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home and place of business are in Oregon
Township.
He was born near Findlay, Ohio, July 11,

1842, son of Frederick and Catherine (Court)

Keller, both of whom spent their lives in that

locality. Mr. Keller had a common school

education. He wisely improved such advan-

tages as came to him, and at the age of nine-

teen was presiding over a schoolroom as

teacher.

In 1861, when a little past nineteen, he left

the schoolhouse for the purpose of enlisting in

the army. At Findlay he joined Company
B of the' Twenty-First Ohio Volunteer Infan-

try. Then followed nearly three years of

active military service involving hardships too

numerous to mention and all the experiences

incident to the lot of a brave and faithful sol-

dier. One point that should be recalled is

that the Twenty-first Ohio was equipped with

Colt's revolving rifles, a distinct novelty in

firearms at that time, and though the gun was

very crude as compared with the highly effi-

cient army rifle of today, it marked a great

advance over the guns used by the great bulk

of the Union forces. Mr. Keller was with

his regiment in its many campaigns and
marches back and forth through Kentucky,

Tennessee and North Georgia, and in the bat-

tle of Chickamauga was wounded and cap-

tured. Eight days later an exchange of pris-

oners took place on the battlefield, and he was
thus released and rejoined his command.
Then followed the campaign through Atlanta.

At Jonesboro, Georgia, on September 2, 1864,

he was severely wounded, causing the loss

of a leg. He remained in hospital recuperat-

ing and six months later was given an honor-

able discharge. Mr. Keller is a man who
has always lived a wholesome and temperate

life. He inherited a splendid constitution and
has never abused it. In all the seventy-four

years of his life he has never called a doctor

to attend him owing to illness, though of

course his wounds in the army necessitated

attendance by the surgeons.

Somewhat handicapped in the choice of a

career because of the loss of a leg in the army,

Mr. Keller after his return from the army
engaged in the jewelry business for twelve

years at Huntington, Indiana. This work
proved too confining, and in 1874 he moved
to Toledo, looking for a location for a green-

house. At that time he located on the Bay
Shore about two miles east of the mouth of the

Maumee River and has been there ever since,

for a period of fully forty years. Except one

his was the first greenhouse in Toledo. At the
beginning his business was market gardening
and the growing of vegetables under glass.

About twenty years ago he introduced a de-

partment for the culture of flowers, and for
the past six years has dropped gardening alto-

gether. There are about thirty acres in his
farm. Two of his sons, Cleo and Stanley,
are well known among the successful onion
growers of Lucas County, and conduct biisi-

ness under the firm name of Keller Brothers.
At Carey, Ohio, in 1870, Mr. Keller married

Althea Houck. Their children are: Cleo D.,

who married Bessie Prickett of Alabama;
Gail, who lives at home ; Stanley, who is asso-

ciated with his brother Cleo in the onion grow-
ing bu.siness. Grace, wife of Leonard Seiss,

a novelty manufacturer at Toledo; and Paul,
who was a student- in the State University at

Columbus, and is now at El Paso, Texas,
doing military duty.

Mr. Keller has always been a republican.

A few weeks after receiving a wound in the

leg at Jonesboro, Georgia, and while still re-

cuperating he registered his first presidential

vote for Abraham Lincoln in 1864. For
many years he gave service to his community
as a member of the school board. He is a
member of the Grand Army of the Republic

and of the National Union.

Henry "W. Bell. One of the prominent
farmers of Lucas County, Henry "W. Bell' has

for the past thirty-eight years given his time

and attention to the development of a fine

place two miles west of Silica in Sylvania

Township. ]\Ir. Bell has had a long and active

career, and having recently passed the age

of threescore and ten is able to view the past

with complacency and look forward to the

future without fear.

He was born March 27, 1845, at Gallipolis,

Ohio, a son of Henry and Caroline (Striblin)

Bell. He grew up in Southern Ohio, had a

common school education, as a boy learned the

trade of mason. Coming to Northern Ohio,

Mr. Bell followed his trade at Oberlin fifteen

years, was in Cleveland five years and in To-

ledo four years. "While working at Toledo he

married Miss Emma Thomas, whose father,

William Thomas, was one of the pioneers of .

Lucas County and is mentioned on other

pages.

Mr. Bell and Miss Thomas were married

in 1878. Soon after their marriage they lo-

cated on one of the farms owned by William

Thomas, and have made their home there con-
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stantly for nearly forty years. For about two
years Mr. Bell continued to follow his trade,

and employed men to work the farm. Since

then he has conducted it under his own super-

vision, and now follows general farming on
120 acres.

Mr. and Mrs. Bell have one daughter, Cor-

nelia, who lives at home. The family attend

the Methodist Church, and Mr. Bell is a re-

publican and was given his first degrees in

Masonry at Oberlin, and is now a member of

Sylvania Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons.

George W. Bamsey. While Lucas County
has its great factories and business houses, in-

dustrial centers and cities, its agricultural

enterprises also aggregate resources that are

highly important and worthy of consideration.

Out in the farming districts are a number of

men who are prosperous and progressive and
who believe that the happiest life as well as

the most independent one is to be lived on the

farm. An example of success in this field is

George W. Bamsey, who is one of the leading

farmers in the western part of Sylvania Town-
ship.

He was born in Springfield Township of

Lucas County October 16, 1855, a son of John
and Rosetta (Ackland) Bamsey. His parents

were married in Springfield Township. His
father was born in Devonshire, England, and
came about 1850 to Lucas County. The mother
was born in one of the eastern states, but her
parents were also Devonshire people. The
Acklands settled in Springfield Township
some years before John Bamsey arrived. After

his marriage John Bamsey conducted a half-

way house in Springfield Township along the

stage road. His death occurred in 1871 at the

age of forty-four, while his widow pa.ssed away
in 1911 at the age of seventy-three. Their
children were: Adelaide, wife of George
Hovey, a -farmer in Springfield Township;
Jennie, wife of John Blackburn, who lives in

Jennings, Northern Michigan; Robert, who
died in 1881 at the age of twenty-two; and
George W.

George W. Bamsey was reared in Lucas
County and after his school days were over

he took up farming as his regular vocation.

In 1882 he married Sarah E. Hoadley. They
are the parents of two children, Beatrice and
Enid. The daughter Beatrice is a graduate of

Oberlin College and is now teaching English
at Rockyford, Colorado. Mr. Bamsey is a re-

publican and is now filling with credit his

third term as justice of the peace.

William S. Daly. The accumulation of

wealth by the exercise of energy and sound
business sense is such a usual thing in America
that it often passes practically unnoticed.
More important than the gaining of wealth
is its wise use and distribution. And appar-
ently more of character and ability are
required for the latter than the former.

It was in the liberal and general use of his

means and the fundamental sympathy that
went with every one of his acts of cliarity that
especially distinguished the late William S.

Daly of Toledo. Measured in years his life

was comparatively brief. He was born in

Buffalo, New York, February 13, 1849, and
died at Gratiot Beach, Michigan, September
11, 1902, at the age of fifty-three. But in

that time he accomplished man's work, and
so closely were his life and character inter-

woven with the best activities and the lives

of hundreds of Toledo's best known people,

that his loss was regarded as nothing less

than a calamity. To family, friends, church
and the masses of humanity he represented
the best elements of the successful American
character.

He was educated in the public schools of

Buffalo, his native city. When seventeen
years of age his family removed to Cleveland,
Ohio, and there he found a position witli the
Novelty Iron Works. At the age of twenty
he was made manager of this plant and
served it with characteristic efficiency for five

years. He then came to Toledo, and was made
secretary of Smith Bridge Works. A little

later he was elected president and for a num-
ber of years was the principal stockholder of

what was then one of the largest manufactur-
ing concerns in Toledo. In 1893 the I>usiness

was sold to the American Bridge Company,
and the plant thereafter was operated as Tlie

Toledo Bridge Works. After leaving the

Bridge Company Mr. Daly occupied himself
chiefly in the real estate business. He became
owner of some very valuable property in

Toledo, including the fine Daly residence on
Collingwood Avenue, where the family has
lived since 1891.

On coming to Toledo Mr. Daly identified

himself with the Trinity Episcopal Church
and was its junior warden some j^ears. He
was one of the organizers of St. Mark's Epis-
copal Church and was its junior warden until

May, 1902, when he declined re-election on
account of failing health. A few weeks before
his death he went to Gratiot Beach in the

hopes of regaining his health and death came
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to him while he was there. His funeral was
held at St. Mark's Episcopal Church, and it

was conducted under the auspices of the

Toledo Commandery No. 7 of Knight Tem-
plar. He was laid to rest at Woodlawn
Cemetery and besides the large concourse of

sorrowing friends the pallbearers were some
of his intimate former associates, including

C. H. Strong, F. K. Hogue, J. M. Spencer,

Graff M. Aeklin, Jerome Smith and G. W.
Tonsin.

Mr. Daly was prominent; in Masonic circles,

being affiliated with Rubicon Lodge Free and
Accepted Masons, Fort Jleigs Chapter No. 29,

Royal Arch Masons, Toledo Council No. 33,

Royal and Select Masters, Toledo Command-
ery No. 7 Knight Templars, also the various

Scottish Rite bodies of Toledo and Lake Erie

Consistory.

In 1871 Mr. Daly married Miss Elizabeth

Perry of Cleveland. Mrs. Daly survives her

husband, and of their six children four are

living : Frances, Bertha, Albert and Lawrence.

The son William died in 1888 and Edward
died at Camp Meade with the Tenth Ohio

Regiment.
The broad minded ability with which he

prosecuted his business affairs was matched

in every particular by the quiet and unosten-

tatious liberality and charity which made him

so greatly beloved and so much missed in

Toledo. On Thanksgiving and Christmas

there were scores of poor families in Toledo

who acknowledged his generous helpfulness in

making life brighter and more cheerful for

them, and if he ever turned a case of deserv-

ing charity away empty handed, no one knows

of it. He was not the type of a man who
trumpets his philanthropy to the world, and

the record of many of the good deeds he did

in life died with him. Those who knew him

best, whether in the family circle or as busi-

ness associates, had particular reason to

admire the sterling qualities and steadfast-

ness of his character and his entire life waa

an example for good and an inspiration.

William E. Irwin is widely known in busi-

ness circles in this part of the state and rep-

resents the best type of the American citizen.

William E. Irwin was born at Peru, In-

diana, and is a son of Clarence R. Irwin. His
grandfather, Christopher P. Irwin, was one

of the early settlers of Fairfield Township,
Huron County, Ohio, where he settled on a

farm and engaged in agricultural pursuits,

being engaged in these activities up to the

time of his death. Clarence R. Ii'win removed
from Huron County, where he had been reared
and educated, to Chicago and after a short
stay had gone on to Peru, Indiana, where he
was located for some years. When his fa-

ther's health failed he was called back to the
homestead farm and remained thereon until
1892. He is .still the owner of this valuable
and well-cultivated property. In the year
last mentioned Mr. Irwin left the farm and
established the North Fairfield Savings Bank,
of which he has been cashier to the present
time. He is also the proprietor of a general
merchandise business which he founded on
locating at North Fairfield, and is generally
conceded to be one of the town 's most progres-
sive business men and infiuential citizens.

William E. Irwin received his education in

the public schools, and had his first banking
experience at North Fairfield when he started

to work after his graduation from the North
Fairfield High School. In 1899 he removed to

the City of Toledo, where he entered the

Auburndale Savings Bank, and when that in-

stitution established a downtown office he was
transferred thereto and remained with the

house during a series of consolidations that

resulted in the forming of the Continental
Trust and Savings Bank. On August 1, 1909,

Mr. Irwin came to Sylvania to become cashier

of the Farmers and Merchants Bank, a posi-

tion which he retained until August 1, 1916.

He is an example of the type of man who par-
ticularly deserves success because he persist-

enth' uses his position of power for the safe-

guarding of the interests of the community.
That Jlr. Irwin was highlj- thought of by his

banking associates is shown in the fact that he
occiipied the position of secretary and treas-

urer of Group Three, Ohio Bankers Associa-

tion, which comprises nine counties in North-
western Ohio, including the City of Toledo.

He resigned his position as cashier of the

Sylvania bank August 1, 1916, and is now
treasurer of the H. M. & R. Shore Company of

Toledo, Ohio.

On June 15, 1904, Mr. Irwin was married
at Toledo to Miss Edna A. Hoskin. They are

members of the Congregational Church, and
Mr. Irwin serves as superintendent of the

Sunday school. He is a democrat in national

issues, but in local affairs gives his support

to the men and measures which he believ&s will

best benefit the community and its people.

]\Iaurice Marsh. A well earned success has

been that of Maurice Marsh, who is one of
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the leading fruit growers in Lucas County,
having a place near Silica in Sylvania Town-
ship. A number of years ago he was working
at good wages in Toledo but country life and
its activities made a strong appeal to him, and
he went out into the fanning districts and
until he accumulated enough to start on his

own account worked at from 75 cents to $1
a day.

He was boi"n in Sussex, England, February
1, 1847. He had only six weeks of regular school-

ing, in all his career, and began working and
supporting himself when only seven years old.

His grandfather, John Matthews, had been

compelled to leave England because of his

poaching, and consequently went to America
and lived for some years at Sandusky. Mau-
rice ilarsh was about seven years of age when
his grandfather returned to England. The
boy listened to many tales told by his grand-

father of the New World, and was particu-

larly interested in the fact that American
boys had a very easy time of attending

school and did as much hunting as they liked.

From that date Maurice Marsh, as he says,

became a rebel to England, and his one ambi-

tion was to get money enough to come to the

New World. While a boy he learned ship

carpentry and caulking, and in 1868, having
married, came to this country and located at

Toledo. He worked there a few years and
also in Michigan, and then moved to Wood
County, Ohio, where his older brother, John
Marsh, was living, and where another brother,

Luke Marsh, had lived for twenty years.

From Wood County Mr. Marsh moved to

Sylvania Township, where another one of his

brothers lived. After working at small wages
here he bought a part of his present farm,

which was then completely covered by woods,

and he now owns a place of thirty-five acres

and rents about sixty acres in addition.

Nearly all of his land is in fruit and fruit

growing is a specialty upon which he has con-

centrated his efforts and which has brought.

him his ricJily earned prosperity. Mr. Marsh
has a peach orchard of about 1,000 trees, a

fine apple orchard, some cherries and pears,

and in 1916 had seven acres in strawberries.

In 1913 he erected his fine new home, and
though still active for a man -of his years is

able ^0 look the future in the face calmly and
enjoy such prosperity as he has earned.

In 1869 before leaving England he mar-
ried Emma Still, who died a few months after

they came to America. By his second mar-
riage Mr. Marsh had six children : William.

Vol. in— 3 4 .

who married Melvina Halleck ; John, who mar-
ried Nellie Case and lives at Ypsilanti, Michi-
gan; Frederick, who has a home near his

father but is a contractor, and he married
Lettie Read; Moses, who died in Missouri
in 1902 at the age of eighteen, and Emma and
Harry, who died in childhood. The mother of
these children died in 1892. For his present
wife Mr. Marsh married Catherine Schlicher,

who was born in Germany. Their children
are : Thomas ; Ashley ; Tressie, wife of Nelson
Pemberton of Sylvania; Mary, wife of
Michael Pepon; Nelson; Mark; Lucy; and
Frances.

Mr. Marsh is a republican, and has served
as a school director. He is a member of the
Protected Home Circle in Sylvania Lodge
and belongs to the Evangelical Church.

Valentine Hicks Ketcham, Sk. When
Valentine Hicks Ketcham, Sr. died in To-
ledo July 30, 1887, he left behind him a
record of singular success in the fields of mer-
chandising, banking and business affairs, and
represented not merely by the accumulation
of great wealth but also by its wise use and
by the influence which he constantly exerted
as a constructive factor in the upbuilding and
progress from the time it was a small village

until it began to assume the great proportions
of modern times.

It can be properly said that Mr. Ketcham
and his varied activities constituted one of the
real cornerstones of Toledo's modem prosper-
ity. He came to Toledo eighty years ago. He
possessed not only the judgment and industry
which made him a successful merchant, but
also the wise faith and foresight that enabled
him to embark with enthusiasm upon enter-

prises whose fruits could only be appreciated
after years of growth. Much that is good and
permanent in the city today reflects the enter-

prise of an individual whose earthly career

terminated upwards of thirty years ago. To
single out one institution, there is the First

National Bank of Toledo. In resources and
general stability it is one of the largest finan-

cial institutions of Ohio. It is a bank with
traditions as well as magnificent material

assets. Some of those traditions, still gov-

erning today, were supplied by the late Val-
entine H. Ketcham. who for many years was
its president.

Though the success of his lifetime could be
traced largely through his own initiative and
self reliance, it is also true that he came of

fine family stock. His parents were Samuel
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and Rachel (Sands) Ketcham, and his father

was both a farmer and miller at Cornwall in

Orange County, New York. At the old home
there Valentine Hicks Ketcham was born No-
vember 12, 1815, the beginning of his life

coinciding with the close of the War of 1812
and with the beginning of the great movement
toward the West which had already proceeded
as far as the Mississippi River when he him-
self entered actively into the pioneer concerns

of Toledo.

His first experience came from his father's

farm and from his father's mill. The winter

months were spent iu the district schools. In

1827, when he was twelve years of age his

parents removed to New York City, where hia

father was in business for some years. Dur-
ing the next three years Valentine attended

school part of the time but for the most part

was learning the trade of carpenter and
joiner. At the end of three years he was sent

back to the farm at Cornwall, and employed
his energies there for two years. Upon the

return of his father to take the management
of the farm, young Valentine again went to

the city to complete his apprenticeship at the

carpenter's trade.

Then came a critical time in his affairs.

Through the influence of a merchant whom he

knew he secured a position as clerk in the mer-
cantile house of J. F. Cropsey. He never com-
pleted his apprenticeship at the carpenter's

trade. Merchandising was his real vocation,

and remaining with Mr. Cropsey until July,

1836, he steadily progressed and made himself

master of all the fundamental details.

In the summer of 1836 Mr. Ketcham, then

not quite twenty-one years of age, started for

the West with a Mr. Lane. At that time not

a single mile of railroad had been constructed

west of the Allegheny Mountains. Accord-

ingly they came West by canal boat and the

lakes as far as Detroit, and thence journeyed
into the interior of Michigan. Mr. Ketcham
purchased eighty acres of Government land in

Oakland County of that state. He spent a

brief time in Toledo, but soon returned to New
York. The possibilities of the then rapidly

growing and developing West left a perma-
nent impression upon his mind, and soon led

him to join the great army of pioneers who
were redeeming the country from the domain
of the wilderness.

In August, 1836, Mr. Ketcham left New
York City with a small stock of general mer-
chandise. Arriving in Toledo he opened a
store on St. Clair Street at the location where

the Merchants Hotel now stands. He rented
his storeroom from Coleman I. Keeler, Sr.

The next summer his store was removed to

Summit Street near Perry, and in 1838 to the
corner of Summit and LaGrange streets. As
one of the prominent pioneer business houses
of Toledo it is well to follow the different

changes of the establishment. In 1841 the
location was moved to 32-34 Summit Street,

and while there Mr. Ketcham extended his

trade to wholesale, beginning in a very modest
way. The opening of the Miami Canal in

1843, connecting Toledo with Cincinnati,

proved a great impetus to his business. In
1846 Joseph K. Secor became a partner, under
the name Ketcham and Secor. In 1851 Mr.
Ketcham withdrew from the mercantile house
to devote all his attention to his banking
affairs.

In the meantime, in 1850, Mr. Ketcham had
formed a partnership with John Poag, and
they opened one of the private banks that

furnished financial connections to many of

the Toledo business men of that time. In
1854 John Berdan and S. S. Hubbard became
associated with the older partners in the bank,
and this change gave rise to the old firm name
of Ketcham, Berdan & Company. When the

National Bank Act of 1863 was passed a char-

ter was taken out, and the First National
Bank of Toledo organized. This bank took
over the old business of the firm of Ketcham,
Berdan & Company, and Mr. Ketcham became
first president of the institution under its na-

tional charter. He continued to hold that

office until his death nearly twenty-five years
later. Both while he was alive and since much
of the prestige of the First National Bank can
be traced to the conservative policy estab-

lished by Mr. Ketcham.
Another important field to which his activi-

ties extended was real estate. He showed his

faith in the growing town by making invest-

ments in realty soon after coming to Toledo.

At times he lost money, but as a rule his judg-
ment was sound, and his profits were corres-

pondingly large. His wisdom in real estate is

reflected by one or two instances that may be
noted, and those instances also have a historic

value in showing how Toledo property has
increased in value during the last seventy

years. In 1843 Mr. Ketcham cleared the

ground where the Produce Exchange Build-

ing now stands at the comer of Madison
Avenue and St. Clair Street. He erected a
brick dwelling house on the site. Toledo had
not yet built up to that point and it was prob-
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lematical whether the corner would ever be
included in a valuable district. The nearest

house at the time was the residence of Charles
G. Keeler on the southeast corner of Madison
and St. Clair Street, at the place where the
Government Building now stands. Mr.
Keteham paid $1,000 for his lot, and a few
years later sold it to John Poag for $4,700,

while years later it was sold to the Produce
Exchange for $55,000. Another instance: In
1852 Mr. Keteham piirchased sixty feet on
the west side of the present site of the Gov-
ernment Building, paying $1,200. Twelve
years later he sold it for $4,500 and in 1880
the United States Government purchased the
ground at a price of $27,000.

By his various business ventures, and his

activities as a wholesale merchant, banker and
real estate operator, Mr. Keteham became rec-

ognized as one of the wealthiest men in

Northern Ohio. His means were almost con-

stantly employed in investments that made
for a greater and better Toledo. He erected

many dwellings and business blocks. One of

these was the four-story building at 28-36

Summit Street, another was the stores at 63-

65 Summit Street, a building at the corner of

Summit and Jefferson streets, and in associa-

tion with the late Mai's Nearing he built the

four-story block at Summit and Adams
streets. This last named block was occupied
by the late J. L. Hudson, the Detroit clo-

thier, until it was destroyed by fire in 1909.

Mrs. Nearing, a daughter of Mr. Keteham,
at once began the work of rebuilding and the

site is now occupied by a fine modern struc-

ture the home of The Thompson-Hudson Com-
pany department store. Mr. Keteham also

put up the four-story block on the comer of

Oak and Summit streets and at the time of

his death had a similar structi;re under way
at another location on Oak Street.

Mr. Keteham passed away at his residence

on the corner of Cherry and Bancroft
streets. It is said that his funeral was one
of the largest ever held in Toledo, and among
citizens of all classes who followed his remains
to their last resting place was a delegation

from the Produce Exchange and all the bank-
ers of Toledo. Politically Mr. Keteham was a

republican, and while always interested in

party success was not an aspirant for any
public honors.

On December 30, 1841, he married Miss
Rachel Ann Berdan, daughter of John and
Pamelia Berdan. John Berdan was for many
years actively associated with Mr. Keteham

in banking. To their marriage were born four •

children, three of whom are now living. The
oldest is Mrs. Mary Keteham Nearing, widow
of the late Mars Nearing. Mars Nearing
served as president of The First National
Bank, succeeding Mr. Keteham. Mrs. Nearing
whose home is at the corner of 17th Street
and ^Madison Avenue, is one of Toledo's
best known women and most active bene-
factors. Many movements of a social or

charitable purpose have received her support
and encouragement, but she has perhaps given
her greatest interest and work to the First

Congregational Church. Only recently that

church was made the beneficiary of a gift

aggregating nearly $25,000, in the form of a
magnificent organ, known as the Mary
Keteham Nearing Memorial organ. This in-

strument was dedicated in May, 1916. It is

said to be the finest pipe organ in Ohio and
in many points is superior to the most famous
organs in the country. It contains 2,355

pipes, is a four-manual organ, with more than
60 stops. Valentine H. Keteham, Jr., the sec-

ond of the living children, is referred to on
other pages. The youngest child is George
H. Keteham, who resides in Toledo, and who
completed his education in Swarthmore Col-

lege, an old and noted Quaker institution at

Swarthmore, a suburb of Philadelphia.

Valentine Hicks Ketcham, Jr., a son of

the late Valentine Hicks Keteham, Sr., in-

herited much of the business ablity of his

honored father, whose career is sketched on
other pages, and at different times has been
a decided factor in commercial affairs at

Toledo and wields a powerful influence still

through the control and direction of the ex-

tensive properties owned by him.

Born in Toledo January 14, 1855, he re-

ceived his early education in the Toledo

public schools. As a boy, though the son of

a wealthy father, he started to learn business

from the bottom, and was for about six months
clerk in the retail grocery store of E. Bateman
on Summit Street. He left that position to

enter the First National Bank, where he re-

mained for fourteen years, and on severing

his connections was assistant cashier. For
several years Mr. Keteham was actively iden-

tified with the Keteham Furniture Company
in the manufacture of furniture, but in later

years has devoted all his business energies to

his extensive property interests.

Mr. Keteham owns Guard Island in Mau-
mee Bay nine miles from Toledo at the mouth
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of the Maumee River. He has a beautiful

summer home there, and has made that loca-

tion the center for his favorite recreation of

boating. During the summer months of the

year he spends most of his time boating and
owns three fine boats. He pursues this en-

tirely for recreation and has no inclination

for the so called sporting side of the amuse-

ment.
He is a member of the Ottawa River Yacht

Club, and belongs to Toledo Lodge No. 53.

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and

to the Fraternal Order of Eagles. He main-

tains an office in the Valentine Building.

The Valentine Building, it should be noted,

was erected by his brother George H. Ketcham
and stands as a memorial to the late Valen-

tine H. Ketcham, Sr. In this building is the

Valentine Theater, the finest theater in North

Toledo. Mr. Ketcham was married in

January, 1915, to Ann G. Courson, of Newton,

New Jersey.

Rowland C. Overiiier. A lifetime that

had its practical benefit and that exemplified

the virtues of good citizenship, upright and

honorable conduct, was that of the late Row-
land C. Overmier, who died at his farm home
in Washington Township of Henry County

March 11, 1910.

He spent most of his life in Ohio, having

been born in Jackson Township of Sandusky
County in 184fi. The genealogj' of his family

goes back to colonial days in old Pennsyl-

vania, and the family originally came from

Gei-many. The emigrant ancestor was John
George Overmier, who came to the United

States in 1751 and located in that part of

Northumberland County which is now Union

County, Pennsylvania. That was one of the

newer sections of the Province of Pennsyl-

vania. It will be recalled that four years

passed before the outbreak of the French and

Indian war and the great defeat of Brad-

dock's troops in Western Pennsylvania. John

George Overmier probably married after com-

ing to Pennsylvania, and as a result of his

labors a large estate was improved and built

up. He died in that locality. The first gen-

erations of the family were probably members

of the Lutheran Church. All of them exem-

plified the rugged characteristics of their an-

cestry and became prosperous farmers.

The next generation is represented by Peter

Overmier, who was born on the old liome-

stead in Pennsylvania in 1761, grew up there.

and married Catherine Hoffman. They were
thrifty farmers, spent their lives in Union
County, and died when quite old. As was
the custom in that day they reared a large

family. One of their children was John
George Overmier, grandfather of Rowland
C. He was born in September, 1784, not

long after the close of the Revolutionary war
but liefore the establishment of our present

Federal Union. He grew .up iu Union County,

and gave the best years of his long life to the

business of farming. After his marriage he

moved to Perry County, Ohio, and was one

of the pioneers who made the first breaks in

the wilderness of that section. He lived there

until his death.

Joel Overmier, also one of a large family of

children, was born in Perry County, Ohio, in

February', 1822. When a young man he moved
to Sandusky County, and married there Julia

'SI. Geesman, who was a native of Pennsyl-

vania. They were married in 1845 in Jackson
Township of Sandusky County, and sev-

eral of their children were born there, includ-

ing Rowland. Later they moved to St. Joseph

County. Indiana, and while living there Row-
land C. Ovemiier secured the most of his educa-

tional advantages. In 186.3 the family re-

turned to Ohio and went into a portion of

Washington Township, Henry County, which

as yet had been left almost untouched bv the

civilizing hand of man. Buying land, Joel

Overmier cleared it up and made a farm, and

he died there at the age of eighty-one, while

his wife pa-ssed away at the age of seventy-five.

They wei-e much respected people, good Chris-

tians, early members of the Lutheran Church,

paid their debts, helped their neiglibors and

set a good example in the community. Joel

was a democrat.

It was after the family came to Washington
Township that Rowland C. Overmier reached

his ma.iority. From early years he had been

trained in the habits of industry, and was al-

ways a hard worker and mixed his industry

with good judgment. In that township he

married ]\larie E. Emmel. Mrs. Overmier was
born in the Province of Hesse Nassau, Ger-

many, November 12, 1846. Wlien she was five

years of age she came to the United States

with her parents. Henry A. and Mary S.

(Walralenstein') Emmel. who located in San-

dusky Conntv. Ohio. Her parents were also

natives of Hesse Nassau and both were of

excellent ancestry. Her father was born in

1821 and her mother on September 7, 1818,

and thev were well reared and given the best
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of advantages in the schools. They were mar-
ried in 1841, and ten years later came to

America with their four children. They made
the voyage from Antwerp to New York in a

sailing vessel, being seven weeks on the ocean.

Near Fremont in Sandusky Cniinty they

bought a new farm, lived their imiil isiKi,

and in that county their three ydiiiiLivst rhil-

dren were born. Coming to Washuigtou
Township of Henry County, Mr. Emmel
bought eighty acres of wild laud and lived

to see it improved as a comfortable home. He
died there in 1891, and his wife in 1901. They
were Lutherans and he was a democrat and
tilled places of trust and resi^onsibility, serv-

ing for years as township trustee. Four of

the Emmel cliildreu are now living, all mar-
ried and all have children of their own except

Mrs. Overmier.
After their marriage ilr. and Mrs. Over-

mier started out as farmei-s, and by being

thrifty and economical, and not sparing in

toil, they had a good farm home on which to

spend their declining years. It was on that

farm that Mv. Overmier passed away.
Besides fanning he always took an active

interest in local affairs as a democrat. He
served as township trustee for several terms,

and was affiliated with the Knights of Pythias

Lodge at' Liberty Center.

In 1911 Mrs. Overmier removed to Liberty

Center and bought a comfortable home on
East Maple Avenue. Here she spends her

time quietly, is a regular attendant at the

Reformed Church, and being a woman of edu-

cation she enjoys that respect paid to one who
is well informed and a fluent talker, and has

the best qualities of social leadership.

George P. Kneip. Through the ups and
downs of an average business career George
P. Kneip has worked steadily, undiscouraged

by misfortune, with eyes fixed resolutely on

saccess, and is now one of the leacKng busi-

ness men of Gibsonburg, and has a large and
prosperous general insurance business and
also handles inany of the better class of

securities.

Mr. Kneip was born in Sandusky County,
Ohio, August 28, 1865. He is a son of Jacob
and Eva (Ney) Kneip. His father was born
in Germany in 1828 and died in June, 1911.

He came to Ohio when a young man, locating

at Fremont, where he Avas a laborer during
the construction of the Lake Shore Railway.
He afterwards worked for some year.s foj-

General Buekland, and finallv invested his

limited capital in a farm and was well to do
before he died. That farm is still in the
family. He became a democrat in politics,

served as a member of the school board, and
he and his family were active members of

St. Joseph's Catholic Church at Fremont.
Jacob Kneip married Eva Ney at Fremont.
She was born in France in 1833 and died in

February, 1903. Her' father, Henry Ney,
came to America by way of New Orleans. It

required fifty-two days to make the voyage
from the old country to that southern city,

and from there he bi-ought his family on a

river boat north and first arrived at Norwalk,
from which point they took a stage to Fre-
mont. Mr. Ney had only a dollar when he
came to Fremont, but by industry acquired
a good home and provided well for his chil-

dren. George P. Kneip was one of three chil-

dren, only two now living. His sister Anna
is the wife of Mr. Irvin Batesole and they live

on the old home farm in Sandusky County.
On that old farm George P. Kneip spent his

early years. He attended the district schools,

for one year was a student in the Ohio North-
ern University at Ada, and also took a course
in the Columbus Commercial College. On
returning home he taught two term.s of coun-
try school and then found employment in a
clothing store at Fremont. He remained with
his employers eleven years and with such
capital as he had been able to save then en-
tered the restaurant business in Fremont and
later in Gibsonburg. That last ventui-e

proved unsuccessful, since at the end of two
years he was burned out, when the whole
.south side of Gibsonburg was destroyed by
fire. Somewhat reduced in circumstances, he
resumed clerking for the firm of Dreyfus &
Bach at Fremont. Two years later he was
back in Gibsonburg, and took charge of the
clothing and .shoe department of one of the
large local stores. He was with that store
five years, and in 1906 opened his office as an
insurance man. He has built up a large clien-

tage in general insurance, and in the handling
of secui'ities. To this business he gives all his
time.

Mr. Kneip was married in 1889 to Caroline
Groff, who was born in Sandusky County.
They have three children: Irene, at home;
George Dewey, a student in the Ohio State
LTniversity ; and Frederick, still in high school.
The family are members of the Catholic
Church. Mr. Kneip is n democrat, and has
held practically all the ofni^'es within tlie gift
of his fellow citizens at Gibsonburg. He has
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been a member of the school board, on the

council, president of the council, and mayor
of the city.

Allen E. Avery, of Bowling Green, repre-

sents one of the fine old families of this section

of Ohio. His mother was a Hughes, and
four generations of the Aveiy and Hughes
families have been represented in this section,

from pioneer times to date.

Mr. Avery has built up a fioie business at

Bowling Green in coal, building supplies, tile,

brick and other commodities. His headquar-
ters are at 525 West Wooster Street near the

station of the Cincinnati, Hamilton and Day-
ton Railway. He has 800 feet of side track to

furnish ample service and connection with
the railroad. His ofSce is a stucco on tile

building. He also has a modern ten-room
cement block house at 126 Gorrill Avenue.
Besides handling general building supplies he

operates a concrete block factory and also

builds and manufactures concrete burial

vaults. Mr. Avery has been very successful

since engaging in business at Bowling Green.

He was born in Plain Township of Wood
County September 29, 1882. He grew up on
bis father's farm, graduated from the Bowling
Green High School in 1902, and subsequently

took a course in the Metropolitan Business
College at Toledo. For a year or two he was
a bookkeeper and then entered business on his

own account.

His grandfather, Washington Avery, came
to Wood County when a young man with his

parents. He manned Narcissus Meeker, also

of an early family in this part of Ohio.

Washington Avery and wife were married in

Plain Township and spent their careers as

farmers in that and in Center Township. They
died when quite old and had a number of

children.

Alfred Avery, father of Allen, was the first

son and second child. He was born in Center
Township in 1852, grew up there and married
Rosetta Hughes. She was born in England in

1854 and was an infant when her parents,

James and Jane Ann (Cornwall) Hughes,
and also her grandfather, James Hughes, Sr.,

came to America. They made the journey in

a slow going sailing vessel, and arriving in
Northern Ohio settled on a tract of wild land
in Wood County. They did their share
toward clearing up the wilderness, and the
older generations of the Hughes family spent
the rest of their days in this section. In
earlier times the Averys were worshipers in

the Seventh Day Adventist Church. In pol-

ities the Averys were democrats, while the
men of the Hughes house were republicans.

Washington Avery once served as county in-

firmary director, but as a family they have
not been seekers for political honor.s. Alfred
Avery and wife after their marriage located on
a farm and followed farming actively until

1902, when they retii-ed to Bowling Green and
have since lived in a comfortable home at

427 West Wooster Street. Alfred Avery is a
democrat and his wife is a member of the

United Brethren Church.
Allen E. Avery is the youngest of three

sons. His older brother, Harley, is a farmer
west of Bowling Green and by his marriage
to Lotta Kaylor of Genoa, Ohio, has five chil-

dren, one son and four daughters. The son
Homer is a drainage contractor living on
South Grove Street in Bowling Green. He
married Emma Carr and has two daughters
and one son.

Mr. Allen E. Avery was married at Bowling
Green to Loretta Castner. She was bom in
Southern Indiana in 1885, and when five years
of age removed with her parents to Findlay,
Ohio, later to Rudolph, and at the age of
twelve she came to Bowling Green. She fin-

ished her education iu the local high school.

Mr. and Mrs. Avery have one son, Gerald
Elwood, who was born March 29, 1910. Mrs.
Avery is a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church and while he belongs to the United
Brethren Church he usually attends the Meth-
odist services. Politically he is independent
and is a member of the Knights of Pythias.

WiNFiELD Scott Ratdure, of Bowling
Green, is one of the veteran oil producers of
the United States. He began his active con-

nection with that industry back in Pennsyl-
vania over fifty years ago. He has outlived
many of his early contemporaries iu the busi-

ness and* it is said that as an individual he
has probably sunk more drills into the oil

sands than any other man now living.

He gained his first experience in the busi-

ness as an employe of the old United States

Oil Company in Pennsylvania in 1866. Later
in the same year he started operations on his

own account. At first he was in the district of

Pleasantville and Titusville, and then became
a partner of Jonathan Watson. They were
associated in this business for fourteen years,

chiefly in Warren, Venango and Butler coun-

ties. They put down many wells in the West-
ern Pennsvlvania fields and also extended
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their operations to McKean County, Pennsyl-

vania, for four years.

On dissolving this partnership Mr. Raydure
became identified with the Duke & Norton
Oil Company. For nine years they were suc-

cessful operators in Allegany County, New
Yorlc, and also extended their operations into

Tennessee for a short time, and from there to

the South Lima field in Ohio. This company
put down the second well in that field on the

Rightner farm, where the paper mill people

had sunk the first well. Both proved pro-

ducers and around them soon gi-ew up a forest

of derricks, and one of the biggest fields of the

country developed there. This company sub-

sequently turned their property over to the

Ohio Oil Company, which was organized about

1889 or 1890.

At that time Mr. Raydure and his family

moved back to Crawford County, Pennsyl-

vania. He had his home there until 1899,

when, with several friends from Bowling
Green, he bought the Palmer oil property, con-

ducting it four years as the Exchange Oil

Company. They sold this and Mr. Raydure
then went West and leased some extensive oil

lands in Kansas and also in Oklahoma. His

Kansas operations were in the vicinity of Inde-

pendence and for about a year he was in

Washington County, Oklahoma. There he be-

came a large holder of leases and sunk about

200 wells. Mr. Raydure still owns oil prop-

erty in Oklahoma and it is under the manage-

ment of his son. In October, 1915, Mr. Ray-

dure went into the Kentucky field and began

operating in the Irvine oil pool in Estill

County.
In the course of his fifty years of experi-

ence Mr. Raydure has put down wells to the

number of many hundreds, in Pennsylvania,

Ohio, New York, Tennessee, Kentucky, Kansas
and Oklahoma. This extended activity would
justify almost any claim made for him as one

of the best known veteran oil producers of the

United States.

Mr. Raydure was born in Crawford County,

Pennsylvania, in 1846, and grew up and re-

ceived his education there. He was fifteen

years of age when the war broke out and he

made two unsuccessful attempts to convince

his father that his services were needed by the

country. In the third attempt he was per-

mitted' to join Company F of the Eighty-third

Pennsylvania Infantry. This regiment became
a part of the Fifth Army Corps, Third Di-

vision, under General Warren. With that

great commander Mr. Raydure fought twenty-
seven engagements, including thirty days in
the trenches in almost continuous fighting at
Richmond and Petei'sburg. He was in the fii-st

and second battles of Bull Run, at Pittsburg
Landing, the Battle of the Wilderness and at
Gettysburg. At Gettysburg his regiment was
one that opposed the gallant charge of Pick-
ett's Brigade and though in the midst of the
hail of shot on that day he escaped unhui-t.
He was never wounded and never captured.
He was at Appomattox when Lee surrendei-ed.
ilr. Raydure made a record as a gallant soldier
that his descendants will always cherish.

Mr. Raydure is a republican, and has at-

tained the thirty-second degree in Masonry,
being affiliated with the Consistory at Roches-
ter and with the Lodge at Bowling Green. He
and his son are both members of Lodge No.
818 the Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks at Bowling Green.

Jay Dolson Swing. Among the Scotch-
Irish families which were established in Mary-
land and Virginia prior to the Revolutionary
war, took part in the same and later came to
Ohio, was that of Ewing, one that has given
men of great and substantial achievement to
the United States in difl'erent generations
since. At present the name is worthily borne
at Carey, Ohio, by a prominent business man
of this place. Jay Dolson Ewing, who is sole

owner of the drug store which is conducted
under his own name. He has been identified
with this drug house, in its various changes,
since 1892, when he purchased his first half
interest.

Jay Dolson Ewing was born at Bluffton,
Ohio, and is a son of Silas and Elizabeth
(Shiveley) Ewing. His father was a physi-

cian and also a farmer and cleared up his

land in Hancock County, not far from Bluif-

ton, from the virgin wilderness and was one of

the pioneer physicians of that section. He
was a man of education and energy but, like

many other pioneers of his profession, left

little estate to his descendants except an hon-

orable name.
In the district schools of Orange Township,

Hancock County, Jay Dolson Ewing was
started on his educational path which led

through the Bluffton High School, from which

lie was graduated in 1884. His first business-

venture was as a book canvasser, and with

the money he secured by selling Bibles for one
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year through Allen aud Hancock counties he

took an advanced course in the Ohio State

Normal School at Ada, following which he

returned to Bluffi'tou and spent a summer on

his father's farm. Having no particular lean-

ing toward an agricultural life, but rather an
inherited tendency toward the medical profes-

sion, perhaps it was quite natux-al for him to

leave the farm and seek a position in the drug
trade, accepting a clerkship in the drug store

of A. Hauenstein, at Blutt'ton, where he re-

mained for five years and during that time

learned to speak the German language. He
also was a diligent and interested student of

pharmacy and in the meanwhile took a corre-

spondence school course in the Chicago

National Institute of Pharmacy.
In 1892 came the opportunity for which

Mr. Ewing had been waiting and saving his

money, and he purchased a half interest in

the drug business of E. F. Schneider at Carey,

and the firm style became J. D. Ewing & Com-
pany. For five years Mr. Ewing continued

the partnership but in 1897 he purchased the

other half interest in the business and since

then the firm name has been J. D. Ewing.

In addition to carrying a full line of pure

drugs he handles many specialties, including

the popular "Rexall" remedies, paints and

oils and the commodities that are usually to

be found in a modern drug store. He has a

substantial trade that covers a wide territory.

In 1888 Mr. Ewing was married to Miss

Elizabeth Flick, who is a daughter of Daniel

and Phoebe (Rugh) Flick, old Dutch fami-

lies of this section, the father being a retired

farmer. Mr. and Mi's. Ewing have three chil-

dren : Clare Olan, Ruth Elizabel;h and Robert

Flick. Clare Olan Ewing was born August
17, 1889, and was graduated in 1913 from
the Ohio State University with his degrees of

B. S. and M. S., and is a chemist employed
by the Government at Washington, District of

Columbia. In 1914 he was married at Colum-
bus, Ohio, to Miss Marie Murphey and they

have two children, Robert, born in 1915, aud
Clare, born in 1916. The only daughter, Ruth
Elizabeth, attended the municipal schools at

Carey and displaying unusual musical talent,

was given a musical education, taking a course

of four years in the Oberlin Conservatory of

Music and being graduated in piano and pipe

organ. She then established a conservatory of

music at Spencer, Iowa, where she was mar-
ried in 1915 to Randall M. Tuttle and they
have one son, Frank Ewing, who was born in

1917.

The youngest member of Mr. Ewing 's

family, Robert Flick Ewing, was born at

Carey, Ohio, in 1894, attended the public
schools and after being graduated from the
liigh school spent four years in the engineer-
ing department of the Ohio State University,
being graduated in 1917. He resides at WeUs-
ville, Ohio, where he is connected with the
^IcLain Fire Brick Company.

]\lr. Ewing has always been a decided
public-.spirited citizen. He helped to organize
the National Electric Porcelain Company of

Carey, of which he is a stockholder and the
secretary aud a director, and also was one of

the organizers of the Carey Mill and Elevator
Company, of which he is secretary and a di-

rector, and has additional personal interests

and lias ever been ready to give encourage-
ment to enterprises which have promised to

be generally beneficial. .

In his political views Mr. Ewing has always
been staunch in his adherence to the repub-
lican party, but his personal following was
great enough to elect aud re-elect him treas-

urer of Crawford Township on the independ-
ent ticket. He is a member of the Masonic
fraternity at Carey and the Eastern Star and
belongs also to the Knights of Pythias and the

Pythian Sisters. He is a member of the Car-
negie Library Board. He and family are very
active members of the English Lutheran
Church.

Henry C. Prigge. To take a tract of raw
land, much as nature left it, and develop it

as a modern farm homestead, is a task worthy
of the best that a man has of ambition, indus-
try, and intelligence. Such has been the meas-
ure of the achievement of Henry C. Prigge
of Henry County.

Twenty-seven years ago Mr. Prigge came to

his present farm of 120 acres in section 25 of

IMonroe Township. The land was rough,
much of it covered with timber and brush, was
unacquainted with the plow, and the houses,

fences and other improvements were largely

conspicuous by their absence. In the yeai*s

that have since elapsed Mr. Prigge has found
time and energy to bring about a notable

transformation. All his land except thii-ty-

five acres is now under cultivation. It grows
.splendid crops of corn, wheat and oats. The
soil is black loam and will compare favorably
with any of the land found in this fertile sec-

tion of Northwest Ohio. The building im-

provements are on a par with the fields. There
is a large bam 40 by 80 feet. A granary
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24 by 36 feet, a hog house 20 by 32 feet, and
a number of other sheds constitute the busi-

ness end of the farm. For the home of him-

self and family Mr. Prigge has a modern
constructed ten-room house, with slate roof,

painted a cream color, and with interior ar-

rangement and furnishings all devised to make
country life attractive.

This substantial farmer of Henry County
was born in Adams Township of Defiance

County March 22, 1864. He grew up and
received his education there and twenty-seven

years ago came to the farm which he now
occupies.

His parents were Henry and Catherine

(Driscahorse) Prigge, both natives of Han-
over and of old Lutheran stock. Henry Prigge

was reared in Germany and was married there

for his first wife to Miss Rhors. Soon after

their marriage they came to America, locating

in Defiance County and he was one of the early

settlers there. They arrived after a six weeks'

voyage by sailing vessel. Locating in the

woods of Defiance County, he improved and
cleared up 120 acres of land. On that farm
three children were born, Henry, Maty and
Sophia. Their mother died in the prime of

life. Henry Prigge then married for his sec-

ond wife Miss Catherine Driscaliorse, who be-

came the mother of the following children

:

Catherine, now deceased, married Detrieh

Drewes, who is also deceased, and there were
nine children of their union; Jlinnie, living

in Napoleon, the widow of John Liest, and the

mother of a son William ; Dora, wife of John
Drewes, a farmer in section 26 of Monroe
Township and the mother of a family of two
sons, Arnold and Fred ; Henry C. ; Fred, who
died on the old homestead in Defiance County,
and is survived by his widow and five sons

and four daughtere who are still living there.

Henry C. Prigge was fourteen years old

when his father died, and after that he had
to shift largely for himself. In Napoleon
Township of Henry County he married Miss

^lary Helberg. Jlrs. Prigge was born on the

old Helberg farm in Napoleon Township
March 4, 1871, a daughter of Christopher and
Anna (Drewes) Helberg. Her parents were
natives of Hanover and were members of a

prominent colony of Hanoverians who did so

much for the early development of Henrv'

County. They are still living on their old

farm in Napoleon Township. Mr. and Mrs.

Prigge have three children: Albert, the old-

est, was born November 14, 1886, looks after

a farm in JIarion Township of Henry County,
and by his man'iage to Artena Schwiebert of
that township has a daughter Laura who was
born February 1, 1916. Otto, born July 4,

1893, lives at home and is assisting his father
in the management of the splendid estate

above described. Emilia, born January 1,

1897, is also at home. All the children were
well educated in the local public schools. The
family are active members of the Lutheran
Church and ilr. Prigge has cast a democratic
vote in many elections.

William W. Wilder is one of the leading
business men of Clyde, and is now president
and treasurer of the Clyde Kraut Company,
an industry of large importance not only lo-

cally but throughout the section of the Middle
West, and a business that was established by
his father over twenty-five years ago. The
company was at first a partnership concern,
but was incorporated in 1900 with a capital

stock of $10,000, which has since been in-

creased to $50,000. The products of this com-
pany are tlia famous "Silver Fleece" of
ki'aut, cherries and other commodities, and the

output has had an increasing consumption
and is now shipped all over the United
States.

Mr. Wilder was born at Clyde, Ohio, Au-
gust 28, 1872, and is a son of Alonzo J. and
Mary A. (Hough) Wilder. The late Alonzo

,
J. Wilder, who died in 1912, was born Janu-
ary 14, 1841, on his father's farm in Granger
Township of Medina County, Ohio. The
grandfather William Wilder was born in

Barkhamstead, Connecticut, in 1789. As a
young man he started westward to make a

home in what was then the Western Reserve
of Ohio. He carried an axe on his shoulder
and a few apple seeds in his pocket, and
walked the entire distance from Connecticut
to the heart of the new Connecticut in Ohio.

In 1818 he located in Medina County, and in

1819 married Elsie T. Hatcli, who had come
to Medina County in 1817, also walking part
of the way from Onondaga County, New York,
where her father had been at one time owner
of the entire North Bristol Township. Wil-
liam Wilder and wife established a home in

the forests of Medina County and reared a

large family. They lived undisturbed by their

Indian neighbors and in time they had a valu-

able property. The apple .seeds which Wil-
liam Wilder had earned with him from the

east were planted and in time made a pro-



1870 HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO

duetive orchard. The children of William

Wilder and wife were : Lucy A., William H.,

a California fort.v-niner who died in the West

in 1858, Calvin H., Annie, Charlotte E.,

Martin J., Sophrouia A., Alonzo James, Na-

than Thomas and Jeanette. The mother of

these children lived to be ninety-two years of

age and passed awa.v at Clyde in 1892.

Alonzo J. Wilder spent his boyhood on his

father's farm in Medina County, was educated

in country schools and the Granger Academy,

and like other members of the family had pro-

nounced musical talent and taste. He taught

music for a time in his young manhood. In

1868 he removed to Clyde and bought the

Metealf grocery store. Though without pre-

vious experience as a merchant, he had the

energy and the persistence which in time

brought him success. In 1870 C. A. Miner

became a partner in the firm Wilder and
Miner, but six years later Mr. Wilder bought

his partner's interest. In 1882 he was joined

by his brother Nathan T. and the firm then

became Wilder Brothers. In 1889 they sold

a third interest to W. G. Estell, a former clerk,

and the new title of the business was Wilder

Brothers & Estell. As general merchants they

had extensive dealings with the surrounding

farming communities, and to provide better

facilities for the storage of farm products they

built a warehouse and a cold storage plant,

the latter particularly for keeping butter,

eggs and apples.

It was in 1890 that Alonzo J. Wilder en-

gaged in the kraut business. His factory

more than anything else stimulated an impor-

tant feature of agricultural enterprise in that

section of Ohio and the farmers found cab-

bages a profitable crop. The business was
founded under the name Clyde Kraut Com-
pany, and it had a rapid growth almost from
the first. In a few years the burdens of its

management were such as to cause Mr. Wilder
to sell his interests in the grocery business,

and the brothers sold out to W. G. Estell and
to W. W. Wilder. The two Wilder brothers

continued the management of the kraut busi-

ness until 1900, when they incorporated, tak-

ing into the company W. W. Wilder, C. N.

Wilder, the latter a son of Nathan Wilder,

and B. E. Babcock, a son-in-law of Nathan
Wilder. The officers of the company were:
A. J. Wilder, president; Nathan T. Wilder,
\'ice president ; W. W. Wilder, secretary and
treasurer. About that time the company
established a branch house for the manu-

facture of kraut and pickles at Jackson,
Michigan.

Alonzo J. Wilder was married November
27, 1866, to Miss ilary A. Hough, a daughter
of John Hough of Wayne County, Ohio. She
died in 1871, leaving two children: William
AV. and Helen M., who subsequently married
Carl S. Breckinridge, of Chicago. Alonzo J.

Wilder married for his second wife Mrs.
Nealie Watterson, daughter of Rev. George
R. Brown. His second wife died in January,
1895, and in March, 1898, A. J. Wilder mar-
ried Mrs. Rosaline Bemiss, daughter of Daniel
White.

William W. Wilder grew up in Clyde, was
educated in the local schools, including the

high school, and even as a boy gained con-

siderable knowledge of business in the store

of his father and uncle. At the age of eight-

een he went West to Portland, Oregon, and
while emploj-ed in a wholesale hardware com-
pany in that city he took a course in a business

college, completing it in 1891. In 1895 he
returned to Clyde and soon afterward entered

the firm of Wilder, Estell & Company, suc-

cessors of Wilder Brothers & Estell. Mr.
Wilder was an active factor in this old and
reliable mercantile house until 1900, when he
joined in the incorporation of the Clyde Kraut
Company and accepted the office of secretary

and treasurer. He held that office and was
active in the management until after his

father's death, when he became president and
treasurer. The plant of the Clyde Kraut
Company covers over an acre of ground, and
is .situated by the Lake Shore and Michigan
Southern Railroad ti-acks in Clyde. A large

niimber of persons find employment during
the seasons and it is a business which has
proved decidedh' beneficial to the commercial
prosperity of this section of Northwest Ohio.

Mr. Wilder is an active citizen, was a mem-
ber of the Board of Education of Clyde from
1911 to 1913, is a director of the Home Build-

ing and Loan Company, and in politics is a

republican. He was married September 25,

1895, to Miss Hallie McCleary daughter of

Capt. Charles H. and Corlissia (Brown) Mc-
Cleary. Mr. and Mrs. Wilder have one son,

H. Tristan, who was born in 1901 and is now
a student in the Clyde High School. Mr.
Wilder is a member of the First Presbyterian

Church of Clyde.

Charles A. Patteeson. Since September,

1915, county treasurer of Wood County, Mr.
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Patterson has by a cai'eer of sustained effort

and ability to advance himself demonstrated
his thorough fitness for official responsibility

and the splendid esteem in which his name is

held in this communit}^
Mr. Patterson has for many years been con-

nected with the county treasurer's office at

Bowling Green. His fellow citizens recogniz-

ing his unusual qualifications re-elected him
for a second term in 1916, and that term
begins in September, 1917. Mr. Patterson

has been a resident of Bowling Green and of

"Wood County since 1884.

He was born at ilcConnelsville in Morgan
County, Ohio, November 8, 1865, and when
eleven years of age went with his parents to

Seneca County, and from there came to "Wood
County in 188-1. He completed his public

school course in Seneca County and after com-
ing to Bowling Green he attended local schools

for a time and subsequently the college at Fos-

toria.

Mr. Patterson is of old Scotch and Scotch-
Irish ancestry. The Pattersons of this branch
came to America and settled in Pennsylvania
prior to the Revolutionary war. His great-

grandparents were James Patterson and wife,

who left Pennsylvania in very early times and
made their way through the wilderness to

ilorgan County, Ohio, locating near MeCon-
nelsville. Through their efforts a home was
established in the woods, and there they reared
their children. Mr. Patterson's gi-audfather
was Leander Patterson, who was born in Penn-
sylvania and was reared in Morgan County,
Oliio. He married a neighbor girl, iliss

ilcMurray, of noted Scotch ancestry. Her
parents had come to America and had lived
in Pennsylvania and from there went to Mor-
gan County, Ohio. The Pattersons and McMur-
rays were among the founders of the Methodist
Church in that section of Morgan County.
James Patterson lived to be past ninety years
of age. Leander Patterson and wife after
their marriage spent their lives usefully and
with a widening esteem on their farm at
ilcGonnelsville, and were always active in the
work of the Methodist Church. They had a
family of seven children, four sons and three
daughters.

Henry M. Patterson, father of the county
treasurer of "W-ood County, was the oldest of
tliis family and was born in Morgan County
about 1840. As he grew up and attended the
local schools he also acquired knowledge and
skill as a carpenter mechanic. At the first call

for troops on the outbreak of the Civil

war he enlisted in Company M of the Sixty-

second Ohio Infantry and was in serv-

ice three years. He went out as a drum-
mer boy, but subsequently his mechanical
skill caused him to be assigned to special

work at Norfolk, "Virginia. Afterwards he
was connected with the Seventh New York
Battery as an artillery man and was fi-

nally discharged after he had completed three
years of service. He went through the war
without injuries. He was granted his dis-

charge early in 1864 and on November 24th
of the same year he married Arelia E. An-
drews. She was born in Seneca County, Ohio,
November 24, 1841, and was reared and edu-
cated there. Her parents came from Penn-
sylvania, first locating in Tuscarawas County,
Ohio, and then moved to Seneca County about
the same time as the General Gibson family
located there. The Andrews were an old
Scotch stock family and furnished many mem-
bers to the Presbyterian Church. After his

marriage Henry M. Patterson took his wife
back to McConnelsville in Morgan County, but
in 1876 they located at Bloomville in Seneca
County, and on June 4, 1884, they came to
Bowling Green. Henry M. Patterson was a
very skilled carpenter and in Bowling Green
he followed the business of making boat oars
and finishing up boats. Later he and his wife
returned to Bloomville in Seneca County,
where his death occurred as the result of an
accident in 1894. His widow is still living
there at the age of seventy-six and is well pre-
served for a woman of her years. She is active
in the Methodist Episcopal Church, as was her
husband, though she was reared a Presby-
terian. Politically Henry M. Patterson was
a republican.

Mr. Charles A. Patterson was the oldest of
a family of eiglit children, five sous and three
daughters. His sister Mrs. J. M. Jennings
lives in the oil district of Oklahonla and has
several children. Another sister is ilrs. Frank
Siple of Bloomville, and she has four children.
Mr. Patterson's brother J. L. Patterson is a
contractor at Tiffin, Ohio, and is married and
has one daughter.

After he had finished his education Charles
A. Patterson found employment for four years
as a bookkeeper with the firm of J. D. "Wilsey &
Sons, a firm with which his father was then
employed. He afterwai-ds did clerical work
in a general store at Bowling Green until 1904,
when he was appoint. ,! ,, ilrpiity in the county
treasurer's office, lie sitvc] tlircnigh the terms
of two county treastnvi's, :ind subsequently



1872 HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO

was appointed to fill out the vacancy in the of-

fice caused by the death of County Treasurer

Fowler. He was county treasurer by virtue of

the vacancy for fifteen months.

The work of this department Mr. Patterson

performed through the aid of two very capa-

ble assistants, R. F. Gordon and iliss Julia

Cramer. Miss Cramer has been identified with

the county treasurer's office since 1901 and
knows every detail of its organization and
system.

In Jerry City, Wood County, Mr. Patterson

married Miss Cora Doering who was born at

Lancaster in Fairfield County, Ohio, in 1868.

Mr. and Mrs. Patterson have two children.

Miner A. and Arthur M. Miner was born at

Jerry City twenty-five j'cars ago, was educated

in the Bowling Green schools, and is now fol-

lowing the business of painter and decorator.

He married Florence G. Richard, and they

have two children, Janet and Veva, aged four

and two year.s respectively. Arthur M. is a

graduate of the Bowling Green High School

with the class of 1913 and is now connected

with the Wood County Savings Bank. All the

family are members of the Methodist Episco-

pal Church, with Mr. Patterson on the official

board. He has filled all the chairs and is now
past noble gi'and of Centennial Lodge No. 626,

Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and he

also belongs to Ideal Court No. 44 of the Tribe

of Ben Hur. In politics his associations have
always been with the republican party and he

has done much to strengthen the party organ-

ization and is a faithful worker for his fi'iends.

W. K. White of Bowling Green is one

of the prominent oil men of the coun-

try today. In that business he is fortified

by years of practical experience. Experience
has sharpened his judgment and has strength-

ened his natural spirit of courage and enter-

prise so that he has long been looked upon as

one of the most resourceful and progressive

men in the business.

The field of his operations is widespread.

He was a pioneer in developing the oil fields

of Wood County, and in recent years has

extended his work to Kentucky, Oklahoma,
West Virginia, Indiana, Southern Ohio, Mon-
tana and Wyoming. In Kentucky, particu-

larly, much of the recent oil development that

has attracted the attention of all oil men to

that state is due to Mr. White and his asso-

ciates. When he went into the Irving field in

the State of Kentucky there were only four

producing wells in that field. Mr. White has

an interest with the Ohio Oil Company in a
number of the most productive wells of Ken-
tuck}^ He is also jointly interested with
Newton and Moore in the Irving Pool in Estill

and other counties. This field extends twenty-
seven miles from Irving to Campton. The oil

belt is from a mile to three miles wide. Mr.
White and associates have sixty producing
wells in this district.

Around Station Camp the Avells are pro-

ducing about 300 bari'els a day and are espe-

cially remarkable for their shallowness, the

oil sands being found at a depth of from 83
to 135 feet. In still another Kentucky pool

they have found oil at from 500 to 800 feet

and the production ranges from 100 to 300 or

400 barrels a day. These Kentucky wells

were the first profitable ones in the state.

Winchester, Keutuckj', is the headquarters
now of one of the world's biggest oil districts.

The oil operations conducted by Mr. White
and associates have made many millionaires

from poor men and a vast field has been devel-

oped within a few years, much of it within

the last eighteen months.
Mr. White also has extensive Oklahoma in-

terests. About six years ago he began develop-

ment work in Morgan County, Ohio, around
Pennsville and drilled the first producing wells

in this field. After determining to his own
satisfaction the value of the field he associated

with him IMr. Newton and Mr. Moore, and they

sunk 145 wells, developing many profitable

producers.

As early as 1888 Mr. White began operat-

ing in the Wood County field and has since

put down many wells in this county and is

now owner of a nvunber of wells. Like every

successful oil man he has had his set backs

and vicissitudes. In fact the first hole he

sunk was a dry one.

There is nothing of doubt or hesitation

about Mr. W^hite. He goes ahead, dauntless

in spirit, and many times has proved his will-

ingness to sink his last cent in a field where

others have considered the effort foolhardy.

There have been scores of instances in which

his output has operated at a loss, but in other

cases there have been almoirt phenomenal

strikes, and altogether his career has been

unusually fortunate. In 1892 :\Ir. White, Mr.

I. M. Taylor of Bowling Green and James

Hardy of" North Baltimore, Ohio, drilled the

well on the Emanuel Constable farm that

opened up a very large field. At that time

this well was seven miles north of the nearest

producing well on the Mercer farm. One not-
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able well Mr. White sunk in Wood County
was on the Fleetwood Ward Lease at Portage.

It produced 400 barrels a day. Through his

work some very wealthy men have been made
and a number of farmers made by his enter-

prise not only a substantial foi-tune but also

the saving of their farms, which were pre-

viously burdened with debt. It is conserva-

tively estimated that the wealth of this county
through its oil resources has been multiplied

forty times.

Mr. White has been a resideiat of Bowling
Green for many years and has long been es-

teemed as one of its most active and public

spii'ited citizens. He was born in iluskingum
County, Ohio, and is of old Virginia stock.

His ancestors lived for sevei*al generations
around Culpeper. His grandfather, John
JaeksoH White, was a well known Virginian
and for a number of years held court as a

squire or justice of the peace in that place.

He was married to Polly Simms, who was
one of the F. F. V.'s of the Old Dominion.
Some years after their marriage they removed
to Muskingum County, Ohio, and settled near
Zanesville on the old National Pike near
ITniontown. They both died there when quite

old. Squire White was an active democrat and
a leader in the local party of his section of

Ohio. Their children were five sons and four
daughters, and all are now deceased except
Colonel White, who for many years was super-
intendent of public schools at Dayton and in

recent years has been governor of tlie National
Soldiers' Home at Dayton. Colonel White
won his laurels as a soldier under Grant at

Vicksburg. After the war he graduated from
the Ohio Wesleyan University at Delaware
and has long been one of the noted men of

Ohio.

George Jackson White, father of W. K.
White, was born near Uniontown, Ohio, in

1835. In the early '70s he located at Zanes-

ville and was a merchant tailor during his

active career. He also lived for several years
in New Albany, Indiana, and finally came to

Bowling Green, where he died in 1912. He
married Mary A. Hewitt, who was born in

Muskingum County and died in Bowling
Green in 1911. George J. Wh'ite was a repub-
lican and was a leader in the party in Muskin-
gum County for some years after the war. He
and his wife were members of the Methodist
Church.
Mr. W. K. White mai-ried at Bowling

Green, in 1892. ilarv Stuart. Mrs. White was

born in Pittsburu'. l*ciins\lvania, and she died
at Bowling Gnvn .M.iirll 1(1, 1912. She was
a most faithful wile and (-(unpanion and liome

maker. Her parents were Philip and Jane
Stuart. Her father was identified with the

oil fields of Pennsylvania and afterwards
transferred his interests to Wood County,
where he was well known as an oil operator.

He died in Wood County when about seventy
years of age. Mrs. White received most of

her education in Pennsylvania. Mr. White
has three living children. Norine S. is a

graduate of the Bowling Green High School
and of Wooster College for Women at Woos-
ter, Ohio, and is still at home. Dorothy M.
graduated from the local high school and is

now a student in Downer College at Milwau-
kee, Wisconsin. Keith J., the only son, was
born in 1900 and is now pursuing his studies

in the junior class of the Bowling Green High
School. In polities Mr. White is a Republican.

John Bixel. The success of John Bixel has
been that of the typical American in enterprise

and energy. He was reared on a farm, gained
a lilieral education rather than been given one,

taught school, clerked in a store, and having
shown ability and having gained the confi-

dence of people in his integrity, he became a

factor in banking affairs at Blufifton a number
of years ago. and from its organization has
been one of the chief officials in the First

National Bank in tliat city.

Mr. Bixel was born near Bluffton, June 9,

1869, son of Peter and Fannie (Sutter) Bixel.

His grandfatlier, Peter Bixel, was born in

Switzerland, and was one of tlie early pioneer
farmers of Holmes County, Ohio, where he
lived out the rest of his lifr. The maternal
grandfather, Christinii SultiT, was born in

Alsace-Lorraine. France, and on coming to

America lived fo)- a lime in Virginia, and
came West and settled in Allen County, Ohio,

when it was still out on the frontier and when
the Indians still coveted it as their happ.y

hunting ground. Peter Bixel, father of the

Bluffton banker, was born at Millcrsburg,

Holmes County, while his wife was a native of

Allen County. They were married in Allen
County and both are now deceased. Peter
Bixel followed farming all his life and after

securinsc a tract of wild Government land de-

veloped it as a farm and lived for a number of

years in a log cabin and after much hard
work and the enduring of many privations en-

joyed prosperity botli for himself and his
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children. He and his family were Mennonites
in religion and he was a democrat who was
entrusted with various township offices.

John Bixel was the seventh in a family of

ten children, eight of whom are still living.

He was graduated from the Bluffton High
School in 1889, after which he attended the

Ohio Northern University at Ada and the

Ohio Wesleyan University at Delaware. His
college training was paid for by his efforts as

a farm laborer and as a school teacher. For
seven years he taught school and following

that came an experience in the clothing and
shoe business. In 1900 Mr. Bixel became one

of the organizers of the First National Bank
of Bluffton. He has steadily occupied the post

of cashier since its organization and has done
much to promote the security and success of

the bank. This bank has a capital of $50,000,

undivided profits and surplus of $11,000, and
its average deposits of $400,000 reflect the

prosperity of the community and of the bank
itself.

Mr. Bixel was married in 1889 to Halla

Russell. Mrs. Bixel is a native of Bluffton,

where her father, Orlo Russell, was a grain

dealer for a number of years. Her grand-
father, Daniel Russell, was one of the early

settlers at Bluffton and the first banker of

that town. Mr. and Mrs. Bixel have one son,

Russell, now attending high school. The fam-
ily are communicants of the Mennonite
Church. Mr. Bixel, while he allows no out-

side interests to interfere with his work as a

banker, has taken much interest in the demo-
cratic party and in local affairs, and is now a

member of the county school board and the

board of public affairs. For a number of

years he served as president of the school

board.

Harry S. Core began the practice of law
in Putnam County fifteen years ago and long

since passed that period of struggle which
every young lawyer must face and has reached

a secure professional prestige. He is now
serving capably as prosecuting attorney of

Putnam County.
Mr. Core is a native of Putnam County,

where he was born on a farm September 1,

1873, a son of David and Rebecca (Layton)
Core. His parents were both natives of West
Virginia. David Core came to Putnam
County about the close of the Civil war and
established a home on a farm near Columbus
Grove. He has long been one of the leading
farmers in that section and is still living at the

age of seventy-seven. He has had his home
in Putnam Countj' for fully half a century

and his material prosperity is represented by
the ownership of 200 acres of land. He is a

republican in polities, and is a member of the

Presbyterian Church at Columbus Grove.
Hai'ry S. Core was the sixth in a family

of nine children, eight of whom are still liv-

ing. He grew up on the farm, was educated
in the district schools, and prior to his admis-

sion to tlie bar worked on farms and taught
school. He also attended Crawfis College of

Putnam County and in 1890 became a student

in the State Normal School at Angola,
Indiana. Subsequently he studied law in the

Ohio Northern University at Ada and in the

Ohio State University at Columbus. Mr. Core
was admitted to practice at Columbus in 1902,

and at once located in Columbus Grove, a

town where he had practically grown up and
where the people had known him since child-

hood. He still retains his residence in Colum-
bus Grove, and for manj^ years did a large

practice as a lawyer. In 1916 he was elected

prosecuting attorney of Putnam County, in

which ofSce he is officially serving.

Jlr. Core has always taken much interest in

educational affairs and served on the board
of education of Columbus Grove from Janu-
ary 1, 1916, until he entered his present office.

He is a stanch democrat and has done much to

develop the party strength in his county.

Fraternally Mr. Core is affiliated with the

Knights of Pythias, the Knights of the Mac-
cabees and the Modern Woodmen of America.
At Columbus Grove November 14, 1906, he

married ]\Iiss Anna Baxter, daughter of C. B.

Baxter of Columbus Grove. ]\Irs. Core was
educated in the public schools of Putnam
County. Thej' are the parents of six children :

William Heniy, Ulala Imogene, James Lewis,

Harriet Marcile, George Richard and David
Baxter.

Peter Schall. The fact that the late Peter

Schall was born in Pleasant Township of

Henry County June 20, 1844, is of itself evi-

dence that the Schall family were numbered
among the pioneers of that district of North-

west Ohio. Henry County seventy or eighty

years ago was little more tlian a wilderness.

Almost the onl.y homes were log cabins, and
it was a slow process, measured by years rather

than months, as a result of which the clearings

around these cabins gradually expanded and
the area of cultivation enlarged. Peter Schall

was a vigorous youth, himself working in the
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woods and in the fields before Henry could

have properly been called settled up.

His individual career was one of much ac-

complishment, and exemplified the equalities

of good citizenship which has so long been

associated with descendants of the pioneer

German stock in America. Mr. Schall died

at his home at Liberty Center on April 7,

1916, having lived retired for some years.

His parents, Heniy and Anna (Horning)
Schall, were both natives of Germany, his

father of Wuertemberg and his mother of

Bavaria. Henry Schall came alone to the

United States, locating in Pleasant Township
of Henry County. His wife was quite young
wlien she came with her parents, making the

voyage on a slow-going sailing vessel. In
I-Ienry County when everything was so new
and primitive these two people met and mar-
ried, and being impelled by an ambition to

make a home and do their part toward the

development of the new country they started

out living in a cabin in the woods, cleared up
the farm and endured all the trials and hard-

ships of that early day. Henry Schall at

the beginning had neither horses nor oxen.

Thus when he needed meal or flour in the house
he would carry a sack of corn or wheat on
his back and walk many miles to the mill

which stood on the banks of the Maumee
Canal. Having got it ground, he would tra-

verse the same path back home, and it meant
an entire day from his work" in order to get

a small bag of flour. Neither he or his wife

was dismayed by hardshii^ or difficulty, and
while for a number of years they had only the

bare necessities of existence, they gradually
became prosperous and added some of the

comforts of life. After clearing up his first

eighty acres Henry' Schall bought other land,

continued the work of improvement, erected

substantial farm buildings, and had sur-

rounded himself ^rith all the evidences of

material prosperity before he passed away at

the age of seventy-two. His wife died at sev-

enty-six. All their children were born and
reared on the old farm. The parents attended
the Refnrinod T'lmrch, and Henry Schall was
a very ])fi)iiiiiiciit early democrat in Henry
County, (illi'il llic (ifli'-i- nf county commissioner
two terms and was ;ilso given the responsi-

bilities of offices in his home township.
The late Peter Schall was the oldest in a

family of six children and the only son. Of
liis five sisters, one died young, one after her
marriage, leaving a family, while the other

three are still living, married and have chil-

dren. All of them reside in Henry County.

Peter Schall made the best of such advan-
tages of scliool as were given him, and after

his marriage lie spent seven winter terms as

a teaelii'r. For eighteen years he was a resi-

dent of Pleasant Township, and then removed
to Liberty Township, buying eighty acres in

section 27. He put that in splendid condition

as a farm, fencing, tiling, putting up barns

and also the nine-room house which still stands

on the fai-m. About ten years ago he and liis

wife retired to a town home in Liberty Cen-

ter. It was in that liome that he died. Mrs.

Schall still lives at Liberty Center.

Mr. Schall was keenly interested in local

welfare, and for two terms was county infirm-

ai\y director and held all the township offices.

He was a strong democrat. During the Civil

war he had .served in the One Hundredth Ohio
Volunteer Infantry, having enlisted toward

tlie end of the war when he was about twenty

vears of age. He was long identified with

Post No. 25 of the Grand Army of the Re-

public at Liberty Center, and filled the office

of commander.
In Highland Township of Defiance County,

Ohio, Peter Schall married Miss Christina

Barbara Bauer. Mrs. Schall was born in the

same township and county on June 9, 1851,

and has spent practically all her life in this

section of Northwest Ohio. Her father. Ear-

hart Bauer, was born in the Province of Ba-
varia, Germany, and when twenty-seven years

of age came to the United States with his par-

ents. They immigrated in the style and
fasliion nf tlie time, and both he and his par-

ents located in Henry County. His parents,

John and Margaret IBauer, improved a farm
in Defiance County, and John died when he

was about sixty and his wife lived to be very

old. They were members of the Lutheran
Church, and he was a democrat. Earhart
Bauer bought forty acres of land in Highland
Township of Defiance County and forty acres

in Pleasant Township of Henry County. With
tlie aid of his wife and daughters he made a

good farm out of this land. For a time they

lived in a hewed log house, and later replaced

that with a dwelling of more comforts and
conveniences. Earhart Bauer's children were
all daughters. He was married to Henrietta

Boly. who when three years of age was brought
to this country by her parents, who located in

Pleasant Township of Henrv County, and as

pioneers hewed a farm out of the wilderness.



1876 HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO

Her father, Theobald Boly, died wheu uearly

ninety years of age, aud his wife had passed

her seventieth birthday when called beyond.

They were Reformed Church people and
helped build up aud establish the tirst church

of that denomination in their community. As
a family the Bolys were democrats.

iMrs. Schall was the oldest of eleven daugh-
ters, most of whom died when young. She
now has two living sisters, both married. To
the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Schall

were bom ten children, five sous and five

daughters, and it is a remarkable testimony to

the rugged virtues of the parents that all these

are still living aud all married.

Catherine is the wife of Edward Wright, of

Toledo, Ohio, and their four children are Bur-

dette, Marion, Helen and Clyde. Henry, a_

farmer on the old homestead, man'ied Alpha
Kiger and has children named Eunice, Ber-

nice, Roy and Sauford. John is a widower
living at Liberty Center. George, whose home
is also at Liberty Center, has four children

named Lawrence, Robert, Minor and Helen.

Margaret is the wife of Charles Miller, an

electrician living at Detroit, Michigan. Carl,

whose home is in Grand Rapids of Wood
County, Ohio, has a daughter, Dorothy. Cora
married George Wagoner, of Foi't Wayne, and
their children are Ruth aud Robert. Bertha

married Louis Beilhartz, of Toledo, and has

three children, George, Josephine and Nelson.

Eugene has recently established himself in

the di'ug business at Toledo. Irene is the

wife of Leo Tester, of Toledo, and they have

a son, Leo, Jr. Mrs. Schall and all her chil-

dren are members of the Reformed Church.

Harvey Newell Trumbull, M. D. Though
one of the youngest members of the medical

fraternity of Sandusky Couuty, Doctor Trum-
bull in ability and the extent of his patronage

enjoys a substantial position in the community
of Woodville. He has brought to his profes-

.sional work an exceptional equipment, gained

both from the schools and from the resources

of his own mind.
A native of Northwest Ohio, he was born in

Lucas County near Holland February 22,

1884, a son of William Oscar and Eliza

(Rush) Trumbull. His parents are well

known people of Lucas County, where they

reside on a farm. Doctor Trumbull attended

the grammar and high schools at Holland, and
in his early manhood was engaged in teaching
for four years, preparatory to taking up the

career which he early decided upon. He

studied medicine at the Toledo College of

Medicine where he was graduated Doctor of

Medicine in 1910, and soon afterward in 1911

took up his home and established his office at

Woodville. Besides the large private prac-

tice which has come to him, he is medical ex-

aminer for the leading life insurance com-

panies doing business at Woodville. He is

also a member of the Sandusky County and
Ohio State Medical societies and the American
Medical Association, aud fraternally is iden-

tified with the Masonic Order.

On February 16, 1914, he married Miss

Kathryn Babione of Woodville.

Earl K. Solether, prosecuting attorney

for Wood County, has every talent and equip-

ment for conspicuous success and achievement
in his chosen profession. He is a splendid

specimen of virile physical manhood, and he

commands unusual intellectual resources with

a sterling integrity of personal character.

Mr. Solether was nominated and elected to

his present office in 1914, and was reelected in

1916. His first term expired January 1, 1917.

It was distinguished by an unaccustomed vigor

in the enforcement of the laws and he set a

standard of official administration such as his

successors will have difficulty in equalling.

'

Mr. Solether is one of the young and energetic

and progressive republicans of Wood County,

and is a 'former secretary of the executive

committee.

A native of Wood County, he was born in

Bloom Township October 14, 188.3. He grew
up on a farm, was educated in public schools

and at Oberlin Academy, and subsequently

entered the State LTniversity of Michigan at

Ann Arbor, where he was gi-aduated in the law
course in 1907. The same year he was admit-

ted to the bar and b.y virtue of his examination
before the Supreme Court was qualified for

practice in all the courts of the state. Mr.
Solether then located in Bowling Green and
for five years was in general practice with

William Dunipace as a partner. Afterwards
he was associated witli Judge Guy C. Nearing,

until their associations were dissolved on Mr.
Solether 's election as prosecuting attorney.

His grandfather, Charles Solether, came
from Germany and was a pioneer in Wood
County, Ohio, where he cleared up a home
from the forest. He proved his loyalty to his

adopted land by enlisting aud serving three

yeai*s as a Union soldier. He was exposed to

man.v dangers and hardships but went through

without wounds and then returned home and
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lived peacefully as a farmer until his death

iu Bloom Township when past eighty years of

age. He was twice married, the names of his

wives being Miller and Stull. Both were moth-
ers of children, and of the children by the

first wife one was Cyrus AVilson Solether.

Cyrus Wilson Solether, father of the prose-

cuting attorney is a man of sixty years, still

active aad vigorous and a resident of Bloom
Township, where he was born. He grew up
there, married, and then undertook the devel-

opment of a new farm. He has been very suc-

cessful, accumulated a large amount of land,

and has much to show for his life of effort.

He married Elizabeth Weaver, who was born
in ]\Iuskingum County, Ohio, and was reared
in that locality. Botli are well known people
in Bloom Township, are active members of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, and the father as

a republican has been keenjy interested in

local affairs and has tilled several minor
offices.

Earl K. Solether was the oldest of his fa-

ther's children. He was married to a young
ladyfromBowlingGreeu,Miss Mildred Meeker,
who was born in that city in 1888. She is a
graduate of the Bowling Green High School,

ilr. and Mrs. Solether have two daughters,
Helen S. and Lois L. The family are members
of the Presbyterian Church. Mr. Solether has
taken much interest in Masonry, has been
secretary of the Lodge and Royal Arch Chap-
ter at Bowling Green, belongs to the Fostoria
Council, Royal and Select Masters, and to the

Knights Templar Commandery at Toledo.
He is also a member of the Knights of Pythias
and the Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks.

EbJiEE A. Powell. M. D. For a number of

years Dr. Elmer A. Powell has been one of the

leading physicians and surgeons of North
Baltimore and his abilities and service have
been constantly growing to keep pace with
widening opportunities and experience.

He graduated from the Illinois ]\Ipdieal Col-

lege at Chicago M. D. in 1902, but tliroughout

the fifteen subsequent years he has been both
a student of theory and practice while attend-

ing college. Four years after graduation he
received a diploma from the Chicago Poli-

clinic, and has taken several other post-gradu-

ate courses in other schools.

Doctor Powell was born in Hancock County
in Blanehard Township, November 19, 1872.

After the common schools he gained his higher
education largely through his own work and

ambition. At the age of twenty he taught his
first term of country school in his native town-
ship and put iu ten successive winters in teach-
ing in that county. It was his earnings as an
educator that enabled him to complete his
course in medicine.
His parents, Alexander B. and Rebecca

(Jackson) Powell, were both born in Ohio and
both in the same year, 1842. His father was
born in Fairfield County and his mother in
Wyandot County. Both families were among
the pioneers of Ohio. Alexander B. Powell
was married near Carey in Wyandot County
and at once moved to a tract of new land in
Hancock County, where his energies developed
a good farm in Blanehard Township. Here
the wife and mother died in February, 1901,
and Alexander B. Powell is still living on the
old homestead, but now retired. He has pros-
pered and has always borne an enviable repu-
tation as a man and citizen. He is a democrat
and a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. Doctor Powell was the second child
and five of the family are still living, all mar-
ried except one. The oldest is Rev. Webster
H. Powell, a graduate of the Ohio Northern
University at Ada and of the Ohio Wesleyan
at Delaware and now for a number of years
has been actively engaged in his work as a
Methodist minister. He has filled pastorates
both in Ohio and in Massachusetts and is one
of the prominent members of the Massachu-
setts Conference. Since 1914 he has been dis-

trict superintendent of the New Lynn Con-
ference. He married in Massachusetts and has
a daughter, Ruth G.
Doctor Powell married in Hancock County

Miss Carrie Walter. She is the same age as

her husband and was reared and educated in

Blanehard Township. They were schoolmates
together and she also taught until her mar-
riage. They are the parents of two children,

Avery D., who was born at Benton Ridge,

December 17, 1902, and is now a junior in the

North Baltimore High School; and Ruth
Marian, born April 20, 1913.

Doctor Powell and wife are active members
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He is a
democrat, is president of the North Baltimore
School Board and is also a member of the

County Board of Commissioners. Since Janu-
ary, 1917, he has filled the office of director

and vice president of the Hardy Banking Com-
pany. He is a member of the County and
State Medical societies and the American Med-
ical Association, and has gone through both

the York and Scottish Rites of Masonry, being
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affiliated with North Baltimore Lodge No. 561,

Free and Accepted Masons, Knights Templar
Commaudery at Findlay and the Consistory at

Toledo.

Daniel Carroll Henry. One of the prom-

inent citizens and substantial business men of

Carey, Ohio, who has through his own eii'orts

made a name for himself in the milling in-

dustry, is Daniel Carroll Heni-y, who is gen-

eral manager and also treasurer of the Carey

Mill & Elevator Company at this place. Mr.

Heniy has been identified with the milling

business and the handling of grain since boy-

hood and his training has been thorough and

his experience wide. In this connection it may
be mentioned also that he is a self-made man
and that his standing in the business world

and his stable reputation as a citizen are the

result of a well directed life of industry and

integrity.

Daniel Carroll Henry was born in Peace

VaUey, Howell County, ]\Iissouri, May 17,

1878. His parents are Thomas Hale and Lucy
Elizabeth (Matthews) Henry, and his grand-

father was John Henry, who was born in Ire-

land. In early manhood he came to America

and settled first in Greene County, Missouri,

but later removed to Howell County. There

he cleared land that he secured from the Gov-

ernment and spent his last days. He was a

veteran of the Civil war, as were also three

of his sons, Thomas Hale included. The latter

still resides on the old homestead and is a

farmer and stockraiser.

Daniel Carroll Henry had few educational

advantages, for a few years attending the

country schools near his home in the winters

only. When thirteen years of age he secured

his first job, a humble position with the Peace

Valley Milling Company, and worked for that

concern for about eight years, applying him-

self so industriously that he gained rapid

promotion and when he left to accept another

position he had complete charge of the mill

and was probably the youngest manager at

that time of any flour mill iu ilissouri.

Mr. Henry then went to Pomona in Howell

County and invested in stock in a new mill

there and was made secretary of the company,

but one year later sold his interest and came

to Portsinoutfl, Ohio, where he accepted the

position of head miller in the P. H. Harshey
Flour Mill and remained one year. On Oc-

tober 12, 1902, he came to Carey and entered

the W. H. Snyder Flouring Mill as second

miller and served as such for ten months.

when Mr. Snyder made him head miUer and
he continued as such for four years. In the
meanwhile he had been provident and sav-

ing and when the advantageous opportunity
eauie, had the capital to purchase, in associa-

tion with W. L. Lindsay, his brother-in-law,

the groceiy store of C. E. Gibbs, the firm name
becoming D. C. Henry & Company, which
still prevails, Mr. Lindsay being tlie manager.
In January, 1917, the old Snyder Mill Com-
pany was reorganized and the name changed
to the Carey Mill and Elevator Company, in

deference to the home of the prosperous busi-

ness and as more clearly indicative of its

wider extended facilities. Mr. Henry is one
of the leading stockholders in the present en-

terprise and is, as mentioned above, its secre-

tary and general manager. The company does

a general milling and grinding business, ship-

inng flour all qver the country and locally

dealing also in coal.

In June, 1900, ]\Ir. Henry was united in

mai-riage with Jliss Cora Lindsay, who is a

daughter of John C. and Lydia (Foui't) Lind-
say, of Portsmouth, Ohio. They have had
two children born to them : Carroll Lindsay,
who was born May 4, 1901, and died one week
later; and Margaret Eugenia, who was born
in 1908. ilr. and Mrs. Henry are membere
of the First Methodist Episcopal Church at

Carey, and are interested in other agencies for

good, but their charities are unostentatiously

bestowed and their benevolences unheralded.
Mr. Henry has always been a busy man

but he has found time to encourage and work
for commendable public enterprises and well

deserves the name of a public spirited citizen.

Politically he is a democrat. In 1912 he was
elected city treasurer of Carey and as indica-

tive of the general confidence he inspires his

re-election followed in 1914.

John B. Mess. One of the most honored

among the old-time residents of Henry County,

Ohio, an authority as to pioneer events and

dates in the southwest part of the county,

and local historian of the Sacred Heart Roman
Catholic Parish of New Bavaria, John B. Mess

has also long been identified with the agricul-

tural interests of the county. Nearly seventy

years have passed since Mr. Mess first came

to Henry Coimty, he then being still an infant

and the country a wilderness. He lias lived

to see the locality lirought from its most prim-

itive conditions to prosperity and productive-

ness, and with his own hands has assisted to
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make this one of the most fex-tile sections of

a fertile state.

John B. Mess was born in Luxemburg, Ger-

man, February 18, 1846, and is a son of Mi-
chael and Susanna (Niederkorn) Mess, natives

of the City of Echternach, Luxemburg, whose
parents were all born at or near that place

and there reared and man-ied. These fami-

lies were noted for their longevity, Grand-
father Mess being eighty-eight years old at

the time of his death, and one of Mr. Mess'
maternal ancestors reaching the remarkable
age of one hundred and two years. All were
members of the Roman Catholic Church, to

which faith the family has belonged for gen-

erations. After their marriage, Michael and
Susanna Mess resided in their native city, and
there all their five children were born, namely

:

Margaret, who was married and is now de-

ceased; Mary, who was eighty years of age

November 25, 1916, now the wife of Jacob
Klare, a farmer of Pleasant Township, Henry
County, who was eighty-two years old in July,

1916 ; Henrj', who died November 7, 1855, in

his eighteenth year ; Peter W., boi'n November
9, 1842, who is now a resident ofFremont, Ohio,

and has a wife and six living children; and
John B. By a former marriage Michael Mess
had two children: John, who died in the West
and left issue ; and Anna, who is the widow of

Frederick Spangler, and the mother of Hon.
D. D. Spangler, ex-representative in the Ohio
Legislatui'C.

Michael iless and his family left their na-

tive land in 1847, taking passage at Antwerp
on an old sailing vessel which was then more
than iifty years old, and which carried 300
steerage passengers. This ci-azy old tub was
buffeted back and forth in its .journey across

the Atlantic, but finally, after fifty-one days,

made port at New York and released its pas-

sengers, who had lived through seven weeks
of misery. From New York the little party

of Luxemburgers made their way up the

Hudson River and the Erie Canal, then from
Buffalo, New York, by the Great Lakes, to

Sandusky, Ohio, and there took the old ]\Iad-

river Railroad, which had rails of strap iron

on sills, 4 by 4 inches, and cross ties. Eventu-
ally they an-ived at their destination, Ber-
wick, Seneca County, an absolutely new part
of the country. The father had in his pocket

$1 in cash, but soon secured employment at

371/2 cents per day, while the mother added
her mite to the family income by taking in

washing at 25 cents per family. They re-

mained in that communitv for ten months.

and in February, 1848, removed to Pleasant
Township, Henry County, and entered forty
acres of Government land in section 26. Here
the father erected a log cabin, into which the
family moved in JIarch of the same year, a
welcome shelter from the cold of their former
exposed condition. Here the fatlici- ((Jiiliinird

to be engaged in clearing and ciilliviitiiiL; his

land, working industriously that he might
provide a home and comforts for his family,
but lie did not live long after coming to this

community, passing away in 1855, when fifty-

six years of age. Mrs. iless, who was born
in 1803, survived until July 10, 1871.

Michael Mess assisted in the scoring of the
logs of which the first Roman Catholic Church
of the region was built. This was a structui'e

26 by 40 feet, 15 feet from floor to ceiling.

Many years later his son, John B. iless, helped
to raze this pioneer structure, in 1864, in order
to build the structure which succeeded it, this

being a frame house. The latter was succeeded
by the present brick edifiL'c. .Inhu B. :\Iess

was educated iu the public scliools, and was
confirmed iu tlie Catholic faith at Defiance,
Ohio. Since his boyhood he has been active
in church work and a leader in his section of

the county. Reared to agriculutral pursuits,

he has made the tilling of the soil his chief

occupation through life, and at the present
time is the owner of seventy acres of good land
in section 30, Marion Township. Here he
has excellent buildings, which include his com-
fortable home, which he erected twenty-six
years ago. Mr. Mess is something more than
an agriculturist, however. In his community
his neighbors rel.y upon him for the settle-

ment of disputes, for advice and counsel iu

their undertakings and for his wise judg-
ment and sound, practical common sense in

matters of public import. He has served his

locality well in public office, having been a

constable for one year, justice of the peace
during the long jjeriod of tliirteeu years, and
township clerk and assi'ssor over an extended
era. While he Liviicr.illy supports the demo-
cratic party aii.l its lam liil.id's, he is apt to

act independently if he feels the occasion war-
rants.

Mr. Mess was married in Pleasant Township,
Henry County, Ohio, June 3, 1873, at the
Roman Catholic Church, to Miss ]\Iary Sophia
Duding, who was born in that township, De-
cember 3, 1853, a daughter of Charles and
Margaret (Royal) Duding. Her father, a
native of the Province of Hanover, Germany,
came to the United States alone, in 1849, aiid
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iu 1850 or 1851 was married to Margaret
Royal, who was born in Alsace Lorraine,

France, and had come to the United States

in 1845, her father, Ferdinand Royal, having
been one of the earliest of Henry County's
pioneers. Mr. Duding began life at New Ba-
varia as a merchant, but died in 1854, when
still in middle life. His widow subsequently
married Ludwig Meiehor, and they spent the

remaining years of their lives here. Both
were faithful members of the Roman Catho-
lic Church and wor.shipped at the Sacred
Heart Parish.

Mi's. Mess died March 30, 1910, having been
the mother of eight children, as follows : Igna-

tius P., who is conducting operations on his

father's farm, married Miss Anna M. Schwab
;

John, born in 1876, who died single at the age

of thirty-three years; Francis Xavier, resid-

ing on a farm in Marion Township, married
ilatilda Swaiy; Andrew A., born in 1880.

who died as a single man, Jauuai-y 29, 1911;

Joseph Leo, who is a restaurateur of Cleve-

land, Ohio, single; William, deceased, a

former postmaster of New Bavaria, who at

the time of his death, April 11, 1915, was suc-

ceeded in that position l)y his widow, and also

left one son, Jerome Clifford: Anthony P.,

who died June 26, 1911, at the age of twenty-
three years; and Frances C, who died Marcli

5, 1908, at the age of seventeen yeai-s.

All the members of the Mess family Ijelong

to the Sacred Heart congregation of the Roman
Catholic Church, in which the children have
been confii-med, and Mr. Mess has been the

contractor for the last two churches biiilt.

For the past quarter of a century he has done
carpentering and contracting as a side line

to his farming, and has built numerous
churches, schools and residences, not alone in

Henry, but in adjacent counties.

David L. ' Newton, a resident of Bowl-
ing Green for a number of years, began
when a boy his experience in the oil

fields of Western Pennsylvania, where he

was born, and has been an operator for up-
wards of thirty years. His activities have cov-

ered some of tiie best known fields in Ohio
and also in Kentucky, and he is a member of

a syndicate that has succeeded in uncovering
some of the most notable deposits of oil within

recent years.

Mr. Newton was bom in Crawford County,
Pennsylvania, January 21, 1858. He is of

Pennsylvania ancestry running back for sev-

i-ral generations. His parents were Este and

Elizabeth (Weikel) Newton. His father was
born in New York State of New England
stock, while his mother was a native of Penn-
sylvania of either German or Dutch ancestry.

They were married in Crawford County,
Pennsylvania, and spent their active careers

as farmers. They died near Meadville, the
father in 1892, at the age of seventy-five, and
the mother in 1895, at the age of eighty. They
were honest, hard working, kindl.y people and
richly deserved the esteem paid them during
their lives and the kindly memory that fol-

lows them after death. The mother was
an active member of the Slethodist Epis-
copal Church. Both parents had been
previously man-ied. Of the father 's first mar-
riage there were five children, some of whom
are still living. The mother's first husband
was William McGill, and he died in Crawford
County, Pennsylvania. Of that union there

were three sons and six daughters, and one of

the daughters is still living at the age of

eighty. Two of the sons, John and William
ilcGill, were soldiers in the Civil War in the

Eiglity-third Pennsylvania Infantry. They
fought in many battles, and William after

three years veteranized and continued in the

serA'ice until the end of the war. He was a
first lieutenant and was mustered out with the
rank of captain. John was wounded. Both
had enlisted before they were of age, William
at the age of sixteen, and after the war they
were married, and both died young, William
at the age of thirty-eight and John at thirty-

nine. Tlieir early deaths were largely due to

the hardships incident to their military

service.

David L. Newton was one of the three chil-

dren of his parents. Johanna, who died in

December, 1915, was the wife of J. S. Dillon,

who died six years ago; David L., the second
in age, and Asa A., a farmer in Crawford
County, Pennsylvania, who has a family of

two daughters.

David L. Newton grew up in Crawford
County, attended the local schools, and at the

age of fourteen he left his father's farm and
entered the oil regions of Butler County. His
first work there was as an oil pumper. By
practical experience he became familiar with
every phase of oil di-illing and oil operations,

and when a little past thirty years of age he

started out as an independent operator along

Beaver Creek in Beaver Coimty. The first

two drills he put down struck dry sand and
he then went to Allegheny County and sunk
some wells in the Imperial District, which

I



^,^ ,
/2/^t^c-^^^7^^





HISTORY OP NORTHWEST OHIO 1881

brought him his first promising success. He
eoniinued his operations with varying for-

tunes for a number of years iu Western Penn-
sylvania, and in March, 1904, removed to

Wood County, Ohio. Here he became man-
ager and one of the organizers of the Newi:on
Oil and Gas Company, whose field of opera-

tions was Portage to\\^lship of Wood County.
He remained' with that firm five years.

Some of their best wells were drowned out by
fresh water, and about that time Mr. Newton
sevei-ed his connection with the company and
became afiSliated with White, Newton & Moore
in the operations in ilorgan County, Oliio.

Morgan County has proved one of the richest

finds in the oil industry of Ohio in recent

years, and no firm has done more to develop

the prospects there than White, Newton &
Moore. That compauv drilled about 100
profitable wells. On July 24, 1913, they sold

their interests in Morgan County and have
since operated in Indiana and Kentucky. The
Kentucky field is one of growing prominence
in the American oil industiy. Their opera-

tions are in Estill County in the Irvine pool,

where they now have eleven wells completed

and producing, and are rapidly extending

their leases and operations throughout that

district.

Mr. Newton married for his first wife ]\Iaria

Winger. She lived at Oil City, Pennsylvania.

and died at the early age of twenty-four, lea\-

ing one daughter, Blanche. This daughter

was well educated and is now the wife of John
Arnold, of Bowling Green. They have two
children, Morgan and ^Margaret M. Mr. New-
ton married for his second wife at Gringo,

Beaver Countv, Pennsvlvania, IMiss Jennie

McGee. Her father. William T. :\IcGee. was
known throua'hout tlie length and breadth of

the oil district of Western Pennsylvania as a

prominent driller and operator and had many
prominent associates in the old-time days of the

oil industry. ]Mr. and Mrs. Newton have two
daughters and one son. Morgan, the son, now
twenty-seven years of age, is general purchas-

ing agent for the Garford jMotor Truck Com-
pany of Lima, Ohio. He is married but has no
children. Anna was educated in the Bowling
Green High School, is a trained nurse, and has

offered her services in that capacity to the

Allied armies. Agnes, the younger daughter,

was educated at St. Mary's College in Monroe,
Michigan, and is a cultured young woman, and
is the wife of Eugene Kimball, who is em-
ployed in the clerical department of the Ford
Plate Glass Company at Bassford, Ohio. They
have a daughter, Mar.y Jane. Mrs. Newton

and her children are all members of the Cath-
olic Church. Politically jMr. Newton is a re-

piiblican, though his father was a very ardent
democrat.

Cyrus D. Hare, advisoi-y and contributory
editor to the History of Northwest Ohio from
Wjandot County, has lived in that section of

the state practically all his life, and has had
unusual opportunities to know and to mingle
with the people of Wyandot County and their

chief interests and activities.

His birth occui-red near Carey in that

County September 20, 1848. He is a son of

Levi and Jane (Berry) Hare. The paternal

ancestry is traced back to Switzerland, while
through his mother Mr. Hare is descended
from English and IrLsh forefathers.

He was educated in the common schools of

Crawford Township and in a select school at

Carey, for several years was a school teacher,

for a similar time was a traveling salesman,

and finally located at Upper Sandusky, where
for many years he has had a sucee.ssful in-

surance business. From 1903 to 1909 he
served a.s clerk of courts in Wyandot County.
Politically he has always been a democrat.
He is a charter member of Upper Sanduslrv
Lodge, No. 83, Benevolent and Protective

Order of Elks.

I\Ir. Hare was mai'ried at Bryan, Ohio,
November 6, 1878, to Mary M. McCutehan,
daughter of Robert JlcCutchan. His first

wife died August 17, 1891, and subsequently
lie married her sister, Harriet E. McCutehan.
ilr. Hare 's children, all by his first wife, are

:

Shirley E. Hare; Helen E., wife of Judge
Charles F. Close ; Robert L. Hare ; Thaddeus
D. Hare ; and Elise Hare.

Brice B. Herrifp is the preseut county re-

corder of Wood County. He was first elected

to the office in 1914, and began his term in

September, 1915. In 1916 the people of Wood
County endorsed his administration of the of-

fice by re-electing him, and his second term
begins in September, 1917.

Those familiar with the handling of the

county recorder's records know and appreciate

Mr. Herriff's ability as the creator of an effi-

cient organization and system. His office has

the care and keeping of records involving all

the property of the county, and such records

are invaluable. These records are consulted

not only by real estate men and law.yers but by
individual property owners, and Mr. Herriff

has made it a point to make the records avail-
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able at a moment's notice to those occasional

seekers of information, and even those unac-

customed to the routine of such an office have
little difficulty in finding what they want.

Before entering upon his duties as county
recorder Mr. Herriff was for seven years

deputy county auditor under B. C. Harding.
His business experience also included eight

yeai-s as assistant cashier of the First National

Bank of Bowling Green. Some of the pros-

perity of that bank dui-ing that time must be

credited to the work and influence of Mr. Her-
riff, who was young and popular, had many
friends and increased the patronage and the

substantial resources of the institution. While
he was in the bank the deposits increased from
a figure at about $200,000 to well upwards of

.$1,000,000.

Mr. Herriff has spent most of his life in

W^ood County but was born in Sanduskj-

County, May 21, 1877. He is of Pennsylvania
ancestrj^ His parents, Mr. and Mrs. A. W.
Herriff, were both born in Ohio, were married
in this state, and from Sandusky County they
removed to Wood County when their son Brice
was a small child. A. W. Herriff was a black-

smith, and passed away in 1916. The mother
is still living at the age of sixty-nine and has
her home at Prairie Depot in Wood County.
She is an active member of the Christian

Church. Mr. Herriff was the oldest of a fam-
ily of three children. His brother Walter is

manager of an oil company in Tulsa, Okla-
homa, is married and has one daughter. Their
sister, Harriet, is living with her mother, un-
married.

Brice B. Herriff had only a common school

education. Even when in school he had some
experience at clerical work and before coming
to Bowling Green he was agent for the Toledo
and Ohio Central Railway at Prairie Depot,
and in that capacity he acquired a general
knowledge of bookkeeping and some skill as

a telegrapher. He also worked a year for the
Ohio Oil Company in their office, and for a

time was connected with the Sun Oil Company
at Prairie Depot.

Mr. Herriff pays a high tribute for his indi-

vidual success to the fostering care and influ-

ence of former County Auditor Harding. Mr.
Harding took a personal interest in the young
man, encouraged him and trained him, and
more than anyone else fitted him for the i;p-

sponsible duties he now handles.
Mr. Herriff is affiliated with Bowling Green

Lodge No. 818 of the Benevolent and Protec-
tive Order of Elks, for the past nineteen years

has been a member of the Knights of Pythias
Lodge in that city, and is also a member of the

]\Iodern Woodmen of America. He was mar-
ried at Bowling Green to Miss Mary K. Bran-
igau, who was born in Mount Vernon, Ohio,

but completed her education in the Bowling
Green schools. Mrs. Herriff was reared a

Catholic. They have one daughter, Mary V.,

born April 14, 1914.

John A. Mohr. When a man starts life

without either money or the influence of

friends and gains as substantial a position as

John A. Mohr now holds at Lima, the explana-
tion is that he possesses not only hard working
ability but also character and integrity.

Mr. Molu- was born at Greenville, Ohio,

April 26, 1869. His parents, John and Caro-
line (Krickenberger) ilohr, were both natives

of Germam-. The paternal grandfather spent

all his life in Germany, while the paternal

grandmother came to the United States where
she spent her last years. The maternal gi-and-

father, Karl Krickenberger, was a pioneer in

the farming district of Darke Coiiuty, Ohio,

where he cleared up land from its wild state

and made a farm. John Mohr was born Jul,y

2, 1837, and died January 16, 1900. His wife

was born April 5, 1844, and is still living. He
had come to America as a young man after

serving three years in the German army, and
located in Darke County, Ohio, where he mar-
ried IMiss Krickenberger, who had come to this

state at the age of eight years. John IMohr

worked in a mill and gas factoi-y at Greenville,

but subsequently was in the gi'ocery and feed

business, which he continued until April 14,

1886. In that year he moved his family to

Lima, where he was in a retail business. He
and his family were members of the Zion

Evangelical Lutheran Church and in politics

he -was a democrat. There were three chil-

dren: Wilhelmina, who died in December,

1886 ; Charles J., now a member of the police

force at Des Moines, Iowa ; and John A.

John A. Mohr gained most of his early edu-

cation by his own efforts. He was schooled

both in English and German schools and in

spite of his early handicaps at one time he

took an examination for a Government civil

service position in which most of the candi-

dates were college boys. He passed a better

examination than nine-tenths of his competi-

tors.

After leaving school he worked in a grocery

store and did everything that was required in

that store, from delivery boy up to salesman
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and bookkeeper. This experience was ac-

quired at Greenville, Ohio, but on coming to

Lima he found work in the ear shops and was
also in the building material business. He
worked a number of years as a car builder

both at Lima and in Birmingham, Missouri.

For a time he was associated with his father in

business.

On June 1, 1904, Mr. Mohr engaged in the

insurance and real estate business. He has
built np one of the best agencies and brokerage
establishments of its kind in Lima, and han-
dles property all over the country. He is also

a director and appraiser of the Central Build-

ing and Loan Association, and has held those

positions since the organization of this pros-

perous concern. He is also a director and
treasurer of the Allen County Agricultural

Society and has been a member of its executive

committee for ten years.

On June 1, 1892, Mr. Mohr established a

home of his own by his marriage to Minnie G.

Requarth of Greenville, Ohio. Four children

were born to their marriage: John W.. who
was born in May and died in July, 1894;
Helen W., a talented young woman who is now
teaching piano and organ ; Florence L., in the

ofSee of her fatlier ; and Robert W. is studying
analytical rating at the Ohio Inspecting

Bureau at Cleveland, Ohio.

Mr. Mohr is an active member of Zion Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church and has been an
official of the church for seventeen years. In

Januai-y, 1916, he was elected president of the

church board and was re-elected in January,
1917. Politically he is a democrat. He was
elected councilman at large for the city in

1914, and in 1915 served as president of the

council. His standing as a business man and
as a citizen has made him an influential factor

in local politics for a number of years. He is

one of the men upon whom Lima counts for

leadership and effective work in behalf of any
large movement involving the general welfare

of the city.

David Thomas Nitrauer is sole proprietor

of the U. S. Flouring Mills of Upper San-
dusln% a local industry that supplies a large

trade with high class patent flour and other

feed stuffs. Mr. Nitrauer has had a long and
active career that shows on its face a deter-

mined struggle and ambition and an ability

to cope with the varying circumstances of

life with never an acknowledgment of defeat.

Mr. Nitrauer was born at Lebanon, Penn-
sj'lvania, August 8, 1856, a son of Daniel and

ilagdalena (Yingst) Nitrauer. His people
were farmers as far back as he has any record.
Mr. Nitrauer attended the public schools at
Lebanon until he was sixteen, and then had to
go to wox'k to support himself. He found
employment at different things and in differ-

ent places up to the age of twenty-one. This
was a period of hard times in Pennsylvania
and he decided to come West. All the four-
teen dollars he possessed he invested in a rail-

way ticket, a second class ticket that brought
him as far as Upper Sandusky. This was in
1877. Here he hired out as a farm hand to

George Cook for seventeen dollars a month
/

and board. A year later he entered the serv-
ice of David Harpster, the wool king of Ohio,
and served him as a farm hand for three years.
In the meantime his parents had come out to

Harpster, Ohio, and they bought a home here
where they spent the rest of their days. The
father passed away in December, 1911, and
his mother in 1907.

In 1881 Mr. Nitrauer, though by no means
securely established in financial circumstances,
got married. Miss Ella Palmer becoming his
bl-ide. She is a daughter of Jacob and Ara-
bella (Whittaker) Palmer, of Harpster, Ohio.
It is to the credit of Mr. and Mrs. Nitrauer
that their children have all grown up to oc-

cupy honorable positions in life. Harry D.,

the oldest, lives at Lima, Ohio. He married
Minnie Hauenstine, of Allen County, Ohio,
and they have two children, Helen and Mar-
ian. Edward Y., the second child, married
Cora Price, of Wyandot County. Elmer E.
is assisting his father in the management of
the flour mills. He married Opal Simpson,
of Forest, Ohio, and they have one child.

Grant E., who is now with the American troops
in France having enlisted February 19, 1916,
in the One Hundred and Third Truck Corps.
After his marriage i\Ir. Nitrauer rented

eighty acres of land at Harpster and farmed
there a year. He then moved to another
eighty acre farm close to Harpster, but the

year there was one of bad crops and he lost

all his savings. He then went to work for

Richard Carter on the latter 's farm south of
Upper Sandusky and was again in the role of
a laboring man for two years. He then moved
into the village of Harpster and for three
years was a section hand and for another
three years section foreman for the Hocking
Valley Railway Company. By this hard and
consecutive work he managed to save $700.
This he invested in another home at Harpster,
traded that as part payment on eighty acres
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of land near the town, and four years later

sold it for $2,100 more than it cost. Since

then his career has been one of progi'essive

industry and fruitfulness. He bought 127

acres at Harpster and farmed it six years.

This he traded for a farm of sixty-five acres

in Hardin County, which was his home for

three years. The next trade brought him 120
acres at Forest, Ohio, and after occupying
that for two years he traded for two dwelling

houses and other considerations in 1912. In
1918 Mr. Nitrauer bought the Upper San-

dusky Flouring Mill, a mill of eighty ban-els

capacity, and has fovmd this a profitable and
congenial business. The principal brand of

his flour, which is distributed over a radius of

twenty-five miles around Upper Sandusky, is

Roller King.
Mr. Nitrauer is a republican in politics. He

is a member of the Ohio State Millers Asso-

ciation, and he and his family worship in the

First Methodist Episcopal Church.

Joseph Gillette enjoys the position of a
successful merchant and influential citizen at

Holgate, Henry County. His prosperous con-

dition at the present is not so much a matter
of interest as the long and hard road he trav-

eled and the romantic experiences he had in

earlier yeai-s.

He was born in Italy. His family name
he never knew, and the name he now uses

was that of Ids benefactor, with whom he
lived in Ohio and later in Kansas. Young
Gillette learned to finger and play the violin

when a small child and at an early age he
came to America accompanied by his father,

who hired the boy to an Italian musician,

forming a small troupe of musicians. They
did not have a gi'eat reputation and were not
welcomed on the boards of concert houses,

but found means of livelihood by playing on
street corners and wherever not forbidden,

and they earned a precai'ious living by trav-

eling about the country in the United States

and in Canada. They endured all maimer of
privations, hai-dships and insults. They slept

•wherever they could find shelter and they ate

only as their earnings permitted them to do.

This little musician band finally reached
Detroit. From there they made another stage

of their wanderings to Cleveland. While on
the streets of Cleveland, carrying his violin,

young Gillette became separated from the
other members of the party, and has never
since, though he tried, learned anything of
his father. He boarded a train at Cleveland

but was put off at Sandusky, where he
remained a few days. He then boarded a
train for Toledo, but being asleep he became
confused and instead of taking his train back
to Cleveland he was placed on the wrong
train, which took him to Defiance, where he
was put off. He made a vain search for his

father and attempted to get back to New-
York City. It would be an interesting story

to know all that he thought and felt, all his

emotions and struggles, and all his experi-

ences while drifting about the countiy. How-
ever, to make this long story shoi-t, his jour-

ney's end first came at Defiance, Ohio, where
he found a place of welcome in the hearts

of Mr. and ilrs. Peter Moone, proprietors of

a hotel there. They kept him for some months,

and while there he sought employment in

the country, but not being of the physical

mold of the farmer boy he found no favor

in the eyes of the country people. He finally

reached Whitehouse, Ohio, and there became
acquainted with another hotel man, Mr.
Adolph Gillette. Mr. and jMi-s. GiUette be-

came very fond of the young musician, took

him into their home, and he lived with them
in Ohio from 1876 until 1879. The Gillette

family then moved out to Kansas, and the

adopted boy remained with them about a

year. The Gillette home in Kansas was at

Abilene. Seeking fresh experiences of his

own, he then beat his way to Colorado, but

after some months returned in the same way
to Abilene. A year or so later Eben Gillette,

a son of Adolph, brought j'oung Joseph to

Ohio, and located at Holgate in Henry County.

Joseph Gillette has lived at Holgate since

1883, and has been a factor in business life

on his own account for the past twenty-three

j^ears. He early conceived an ambition to

have a home ancl a station in life of his own,

and by hard work, in spite of the disadvan-

tages of lack of education and opportunity

and of family connections, he has succeeded

in realizing these early aims and is now one

of the well-to-do and highly respected citizens

of Henrv County.
After "coming to Holgate in 1883 Mr. Gil-

lette was clerk for Eben Gillette and by faith-

ful performance of duty he not only earned

regular wages and thriftily saved part of

them, but gained the experience which enabled

him to enter business for himself. On Feb-

ruary 2, 1891, he embarked in business with

a small stock of gi-oceries. He has built up
a constantly expanding trade, and now has a

general department store, located on Rail-
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road Street in the center of the village. His
store has a 66 foot front and 80 foot depth,

and is completely stocked with dry goods,

notions, millinery and other lines. The mil-

linery department is operated by his wife

and his son has recently established a music

department. Mr. Gillette recently built a tine

home on Chicago Avenue. He is one of the

directors and stockholders of the Holgate

Commercial Bank. He has also served on

the town council and is a republican in pol-

itics.

At Holgate in 1887 he mai-ried Miss Alice

Sinkey. Mrs. Gillette was born near Florida

village on the Maumee River in 1867 and
grew up there and at Holgate, where she

attended the public schools. Her father, John
, Sinkey, was a West Virginian who enlisted

in the Union army and gave four years of

faithful and gallant service to the cause. He
was several times wounded, but was never

captured. After the war he brought his

family to Heniy County, Ohio, and became
a farmer. His wife died there about 1875,

aged thirty-six, and he died in 1892, aged
sixty-eight years.

Mr. and Mrs. Gillette have one son, Ray
Clare, who was born July 21, 1888. ' He
grew up at Holgate, graduated from high

school in 1906, took a course in the Toledo

Business College and inheriting musical tal-

ents from his father he graduated from the

Columbia Conservatory of Music at Toledo.

He has become well known in local musical

circles, is a very successful teacher, and is a

proficient violinist. For several years he

has been a dealer in musical merchandise and
has charge of the music department in his

father's store. This son was married at De-

fiance, Ohio, to Miss Wilhelmina Groweg,

whose grandfather is one of the best known
citizens of Defiance, and for over fifty years

has been in the feed and elevator business

there. Mr. and Mrs. Ray Gillette have one

child, Donald Joe Gillette, born May 8, 1917.

Mrs. Gillette is a member of the Methodist

Episcopal Church.

G. L. Lewis has been a factor in Toledo's

industrial affairs for many years, and is

founder and head of The Lewis Electric Weld-
ing and Manufacturing Company and the

Lewis Foundry Company, at 4080 Detroit

Avenue in West Toledo. Mr. Lewis is a thor-

oughly capable mechanical engineer and pos-

sesses both the inventive genius and the

executive ability required for the best success

in the field of manufacturing.
He started life with none of the advantages

conferred by wealth or position. He was born
in Monroe County, Michigan, June 25, 1865,

and is the only surviving son of the late Shep-
pard Lewis, who was an early settler of

Monroe County, Michigan, and died in 1908

at Magdalena, New Mexico. 6. L. Lewis
spent his early life on a farm. His school op-

portunities were limited to the district in

which he was reared. When only fourteen

years of age he started out to make his own
way in the world. For several years he

worked on farms and on coming to Toledo he
served an apprenticeship in a machine shop.

He afterwards spent several years in rail-

road contracting, and then became erecting

mechanical engineer for The Marion Steam
Shovel Works at Marion, Ohio. He was em-
ployed by this company in supervising the

erection of miich of its maehinerj'. After-

ward he had the responsibilities of looking

after some of the company's contracts both
in this country and abroad. He spent some
time in Russia, and in the Central and South
American states supervising the placing of

machinery from the Marion Company.
Mr. Lewis resigned his responsibilities with

the ]\Iarion Steam Shovel Works to engage in

a business of his own. In October, 1909, was
organized and incorporated The Lewis Elec-

tric Welding and Manufacturing Company,
then located at 329 Cherry Street, later buy-
ing the present location, 4080 Detroit Avenue.
The special output of this company is the

manufacture of what is known as Popett
Valves. These valves are used in automobile,

marine, stationary, tractor gas and oil engines,

and the demand for this type has produced
an enormous sale all over America and even
in foreign countries. Mr. Lewis also owns a
large foundry for the manufacture of gray
iron eastings. This concern has been in suc-

cessful operation for over five years.

In the meantime Mr. Lewis has acquired
many other financial interests and has done
his part in promoting several business enter-

prises in Toledo. Politically he is a repub-
lican, and is a member of the Toledo Com-
merce Club and president of the West Toledo
Commerce Club.

His present success is the result of the old
proverbs taught him by his father—-"If at
first you don't succeed, try, try again," to-

gether with "Where there's a will there's
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always a way," and his belief that there's no
such word in the English language as

"ean"t."

Frank D. Halleck, M. D. In addition to

the exceptional service he has rendered as a

capable and skillful physician and surgeon at

Bowling Green, Doctor Halleck is a man whose
presence is valuable to the communitj' in va-

rious ways. He has broad interests, is willing

to work for anything that promises benefit to

the locality, and in every sense is a leading

and public spirited citizen. As a professional

man he has developed a splendid practice over

a large territory around Bowling Green.
Doctor Halleck graduated from the medical

department of the Ohio State University at

Columbus with the class of 1898 and the de-

gi-ee M. D. For two years he practiced at

Portage, Ohio, but since 1900 has been located

at Bowling Green. Doctor Halleck has found
his time more and more engaged as a specialist

in diseases of the ear, nose and throat. He is

active in the various medical organizations,

was secretary ten years and for several years
president of the County Medical Society, and
belongs to the Ohio State, the Tri-Sta+e, the
Northwest Ohio Medical Societies and the
American Medical Association.

Doctor Halleck is still a young man and in

the natural course of events has many ^ears of
usefulness still before him. He is about forty-

four and was born in "Wilkes-Barre, Pennsyl-
vania. His people were Pennsylvanians for

sevei-al generations and originally the Hallecks
were of English extraction. From the time
the family immigrated from England to this

country in 1640' up to 1870 the lineage of the
Hallecks is carefully traced in a published
genealogy- compiled by Cyrus Yale. This work
is found in many of the libraries of the coun-
try. The Hallecks as a rule were Baptists, and
a number of ministers' names in that denom-
ination occur in the published genealogy.
When Doctor Halleck was ten years of age

his parents removed toWood County. Ohio. He
is a son of Merritt and Frances M. (Elsworth^
Halleck. His father was a manufacturer of
coal oars in Wilkes-Barre. He died in Bowling
Green in 1894, at the age of fift^^-flve. Doctor
Halleck 's mother survived until 1915, and was
nearly seventy-two when she passed away.
Both were active members of the Baptist
Church and his father was a democrat. Doctor
Halleck 's brother Henry H. is a successful oil

operator in the Tulsa, Oklahoma, district, is

married, and his children are named Keneth

D., now a student in Dennison College at

Granville, Ohio; H. Howard, Jr.; Ruth E.;
Richard and Kathryn Frances. The doctor's

sister Adeline is a teacher in the public schools

at Bowling Green, still occupies the old home
and has been in educational woi'k for many-
years. His brother Wilber I\I. is a machinist

by trade and is connected with the Overland
A^itomobile Company at Toledo, being unmar-
ried.

Doctor Halleck grew up in Bowling Green,
graduated from the high school in 1891, and
prior to his taking up the study of medicine
spent five years in the drug store of Dr. Joseph
C. Lincoln, a well known retired physician of

Bowling Green.

Doctor Halleck married Eva B. Doty. Mrs.
Halleck was born in Findlay, Hancock •

County, Ohio, and is a gi-aduate of Otterbein
University, the old United Brethren Church
institution. She is a daughter of Rev. Henry
and Sarah (Bishop) Doty, both natives of

Ohio. Her father was for twenty-five years a
pastor of the United Brethren Church, and for

about sixteen years lived in Bowling Green,
about half the time as pastor of the local

church and the rest as STiperintendent of his

district. In 1904, while he was traveling in

the J>Jorthwest, he was killed in a rear end rail-

road collision in Minnesota. His widow is still

living and makes her home with Mrs. Halleck.
She is still active and is devoted to the work of

her church, as is her daughter, Mi-s. Halleck.
Doctor Halleck still retains his original family
faith as a Baptist. He is also affiliated with
the Masonic Lodge and belongs to Lodge No.
818 of the Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks. Doctor and Mrs. Halleck have one son,

Dana Merritt, twelve years of age. Mrs. Hal-
leck belongs to the prominent old American
family of Dotys, whose advent to this country
goes back to the landing of the Pilgrims on
Plymouth Rock in 1620. Her original Amer-
ican ancestor was Edward Doty. A genealogj^
of the Doty family, including the membership
of the various generations from 1620 to 1897,
has been compiled and published under the
authorship of Ethan Allen Doty.

A. D. HosLEE is junior partner in the Model
Laundry Company on South Main Street in

Findlay. Mr. Hcsler has found the ko\Tiote to

.success in hard and faithful labor and began
his connection witli his present business as a
deliverymau and in time obtained a partner-
ship.

He was born in Pickawa.y County, Ohio,
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July 5, 1875, a son of Dauiel and Elizabeth

(Kai-shner) Hosier, both parents being now
deceased. He is of German stock, and his

parents were farmers. His father served with

credit in an Ohio regiment during the Civil

war. Daniel and Elizabeth (Karshner) Hos-
ier have the following children: Raleigh L.,

Edward E., Charles J., Otis W., Arlie D.,

Clarence R. and Florence.

A. D. Hosier began his education in the

public schools of Circleville, Ohio, and at the

age of fourteen began working on his father's

farm and afterwards worked out as a farm
hand for two years. During the winter of

1891-2 the family lived in Fiudlay, and then

removed to a farm at Carey, Ohio. Two years

later they returned to Findlay and A. D. Hos-
ier secured a position in the Findlay Table

Factory, spending six years in the shipping

room. When the factory burned he had to

seek employment elsewhere and in 1902 he was
given a place as a delivei'yman by Samuel
Baker in the Findlay Steam Laundry. He has

been associated with Mr. Baker ever since that

date and in 1913 they formed a partnership

and established the present Model Laundi-y,

which has a business extending over all North-
west Ohio, with agencies in all the principal

towns and villages.

On December 24, 1901, Mr. Hosier nlarried

Alta E. Stahl, daughter of L. W. and Ella

(Mason) Stahl of a pioneer family of farmers

in ^Marion Township of Hancock Coimty. Mr.
and Mrs. Hosier's only child, Harold T.. died

.Vpril 14, 1911. They are active members of

the First United Brethren Church and Mr.
Hosier is a republican and is affiliated with

the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks,

the Modern Woodmen of America and with

the Chamber of Commerce.

RoLLiN S. Thtjestin. The name of Thurs-

tin has been closely and intimately identified

with the history of Bowling Green from the

time its site was a ridge and swamp covered

with timber until the present day. One of the

best known members of this family was the

late Rollin S. Thurstin, who was born on the

old Thurstin farm and in the same block

where he spent most of his life,, on Febimary
22, 18.52.

His father, Alfred Thurstin, was the orig-

inal pioneer of Bowling Green. Born in Che-

nango County, New York, April 20, 1806, he

was a son of Eli and Margaret (Coons)
Thurstin. Eli Thurstin was a native of New
York City and married his wife at Livingston

Manor. In 1835 he came to Ohio, later bought
a large tract of land in De Kalb County, In-

diana, lived there some years, but finally

returned to Ohio and spent his last years in

the home of his son Eli at Bowling Green,
.where he died at the age of sixty-seven. His
widow lived to be nearly eighty.

Alfred Thurstin grew up in New York
State, and in the year 1833 came to what is

now the city of Bowling Green. That was an
extremely early year in the settlement and
development of Wood County. Here he
bought a considerable tract of land, and a por-

tion of it has since become the very heart and
center of Bowling Green. He owned all the

land lying east of Llain Street, from what is

now Ridge Street on the north to Leahraan
Street on the south, a distance of about eighty

rods, and from Main Street east to Thurstin
Avenue. This land is now practically cov-

ered with business buildings and residences.

Arthur Thurstin built his first log cabin at

what is now the northeast corner of Main and
Wooster Streets, the two principal thorough-
fares of the city. He cut away the woods and
improved the land for farming purposes, and
with the growth of the town he platted and
subdivided much of his land for lots. He
finally erected a large brick house at the cor-

ner of Main and Wooster, and this site was
subsequently chosen for a large brick block

occupied by the Lincoln Drug Store and now
iised for the drug store and office building of

Lincoln & Dirlam.
After getting his original log cabin com-

pleted in the woods Alfred Thurstin returned
to New York State and married Emily 0.

Pike. He brought his bride back to the new
home in the wilderness and she lived in Bowl-
ing Green until her death in 1879. For his

second wife Alfred Thurstin married Mrs.

Martha Louise Van Tassel. She was a woman
of splendid education and of excellent business

ability. They lived for many years at their

home on Prospect Street, and were pi'omi-

nently known throughout the county.

Many of the pioneer things at Bowling
Gi'een may be ascribed to the late Alfred
Thurstin. He laid out the first lot, built the

first house on the site of the present city, and
gave the ground for the court house and all

the churches that were erected on his land in

the early days. He grew many crops of corn

on land that is now used entirely for resi-

dence purposes. In polities he was a whig and
cast his first vote for Goveranr DeWitt Clin-

ton in New York State. In 1840 he attended
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the "hard eider and log cabin" campaign at

Fort Meigs. From the whig party he became
a republican.

Rollin Stanley Thui'stin's birth occurred in

Bowling Green when tlie village was still

young and when some of his father's land was.

still used for agriculture. He lived there use-

fully and honorably and passed away at his

home, 133 North Prospect Street, January 22,

1909, lacking a month of fifty-seven years. As
a boy he was filled with the ardor of patriotism,

and his desire to do something for his country

eoidd not be restrained, though he was little

more than a child when the war broke out. In

1863 he left school and was enrolled as a drum-
mer boy in the 130th Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

He was at that time only eleven years of age

and had the distinction of being the youngest
regularly enlisted soldier from Ohio. He
served with his regiment from 1863 until he

was discharged at the close of the war.

Still a boy when he came home, he was sea-

soned in responsibility by the experience and
at once became self-supporting as clerk in his

brother Alvaro Thurstin's dry goods store.

He thus laid the foundation of his business

experience very young and was always an
active and hard working business man. It

was his intense devotion to business atifairs that

undoubtedly shortened his life. Subsequently
with his brother Earl he started a general store

at the corner of Main and Wooster Streets, on
the same site occupied by his father's original

log cabin. Some years later he sold his inter-

est in the store to his brother Earl, and
then went on the road as traveling representa-

tive for Marshall Field & Company's whole-

sale house at Chicago. He was ever alert to

discern business opportunities and require-

ments. He recognized one in the need of a

lime kiln and established a small plant on
East Wooster Street, this being widely known
as the Thurstin kiln. He developed it into a

considerable industry. The site of the plant

was in what is now the heart of the city, and
with the gi-adual encroachment of buildings

he abandoned the location and moved along
the same ridge south two and a half miles to

Portage. He opened a plant tliere and about
that time took an active part in organizing the

Snowflake Lime Company, which was subse-

qiiently merged with other companies in Ohio,
Michigan and Indiana, under the corporate
title of the Ohio and Western Lime Company.
Mr. Thurstin was the active manager of this

corporation, with office and headquarters at

Toledo. He continued business until the very

day before his death. He was not only a thor-

oughly practical business man but a great stu-

dent, was big hearted and did everything in a
large way, and was generous almost to a fault

with his friends and family. Mi-. Thurstin
was one of the fifteen charter members who
organized Bowling Green Lodge No. 818 of

the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks,

and he was always an active worker in that

order, and his funeral was held under its

auspices. He was also a member of Wiley
Post of the Grand Army of the Republic at

Bowling Green. In politics he was a repub-
lican, but was too busy to accept the honors of

office. His wife was and is a devoted member
of the Presbyterian Church and he attended
worship there with her. He was one of the

active promoters of the Bowling Green Busi-
ness Men's Club and never neglected an op-
portunity to improve the welfare and prosper-
ity of his native city.

At Bowling Green Mr. Thurstin married
;\Iiss Ada M. Fairchild. She was born at Ma-
comb, Ohio, December 19, 1858, and when ten

years of age came to Bowling Green with her
parents, Seth A. and Jane (Porter) Fair-

child. Her father was born in Holmes County,
Ohio, of New York State parents and of a

family long prominent in the East. Her
mother was born in Delaware, Ohio, of Scotch
ancestry and of old Presbyterian stock. Her
parents were married at Delaware, but soon
afterwards moved to Macomb, where most of

their children were bom. After his marriage
Seth Fairchild was admitted to the bar at

Findlay, and then in 1869, when the county
seat of Wood County was brought from Per-
rysburg to Bowling Green, he established him-
self in that city and his home was next door
to that of the 'Thurstin family. He was active

and prominent in the legal profession iintil

his death at the age of seventy-two, and at the

time of his death was dean of the county bar.

Mr. Fairchild was a democrat and while living

at Macomb served as mayor and justice of the

peace for a number of years. He had sur-

vived his wife about ten years. She was from
early childhood a member of the Presbyterian

Church and she reared her children, includ-

ing Mrs. Thurstin, in the same faith.

Mrs. Thurstin, who is still living in Bowl-
ing Green, is the mother of two sons and two
daughters. Dora C, a graduate of the Bowl-
ing Green High School, is the wife of Paul
Zeller and they live in a part of the old home-
stead at Bowling Green. Their children are

Thurstin Z. and IMary ^largaret. Robert A.,
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the older son, graduated from the Bowling
Green High School and from Kenyon College

%?ith the class of 1910. He distinguished him-
self as a student at Kenyon and at graduation
won the first prize of a hundred dollars of-

fered for scholarship. He chose a career as a
mining engineer, and pursued his studies in

the Colorado School of Mines at Golden, and
since graduation has joined the Government
corps with the rank of first lieutenant as a

mine rescue worker. His headquarters are

now at Leavenworth. Throughout his prepar-
atory course he distinguished himself as a

.splendid student and was always at the head
of his class. The second daughter, Ada B., is

the wife of Lester Parks, and they live in

Bowling Green and have two daughters, Doro-
thy and Catherine. The youngest child is

Stanley M., who graduated from the Bowling
Green High School in 1917 and is now yard
clerk wdth the Pennsylvania Railwaj^ at

Toledo.

Bphraim Richard Eastman is a lawyer by
profession, has been a.member of the Putnam
County bar for thirty years, and is undoubt-
edly one of the best known citizens in that

section of the state, ilr. Eastman has always
enjoyed a living practice as a lawyer, though
his interests have identified him with many
otiier affaii's. He has been much in politics,

though usually for the benefit of his friends

and the cause rather than to advance his per-

sonal ambitions. He is a prominent Mason
and lias developed several business enterprises

in his home county.

Mr. Eastman was born in Champaign
County, Ohio, May 6, 1854, and in the paternal

line is a member of one of the oldest Amer-
ican families. He is a son of Richard Kimball
and Christian (Groves) Eastman, the former
a native of Madison County, Ohio, and the

latter of Union County, Pennsylvania.
His ancestry goes back to John Eastman,

who lived in England during the early part

of the seventeenth century. His three sons

came to the American colonies in the year

1628. Of these "three sons the only 'one to

marry was Roger, and he is the ancestor of

]iractically every Eastman in the United
States. The line of descent goes through
Roger Eastman (1) ; Joseph (2) ; Peter (3) ;

Joseph (4) ; John (5) ; Apolus (6) ; Richard
K. (7); and Ephraim Richard (8).

Richard K. Eastman gave most of his life

to farming, and made a good record as a sol-

dier in the Civil war. During boyhood he

lived in iladisou County, Ohio, was educated
in country .schools and in 1852 was mai'ried
in Cliampaign County. His seven children
were born in Champaign and Union counties,

Ephraim R. being the oldest. In 1856 the
family removed to Union County, Ohio.
Richard K. Eastman w-as a democrat until

the outbreak of the Civil war. He was a
thorough Union man and went into the war
as a war democrat. His service record is a
matter of just pride to all his descendants.
He was in the great Vicksburg campaign,
fought at Stone River, at Chickamauga, and
in the battle of Lookout Mountain he became
detached from his regiment but managed to

escape without being made a prisonei". He
was with Sherman in the Atlanta campaign,
and was with the gallant General McPherson
when that noted leader fell dui'ing one of

the battles around Atlanta. He also went
on the march to the sea to Savannah, and
then with Sherman's victorious troops marched
up through the Carolinas to Richmond and
on to Washington, and was mustered out af-

ter participating in the Grand Review. For
about a year during the war he served as

provost marshal. The State of Ohio granted
him a medal of honor for his services, and
that medal is still in the possession of his

sou Ephraim R. at Ottawa.
At the close of the war Richard K. East-

man returned to Union County and applied
liimself diligently to the duties of his farm
until nftcr 1hr death of his first wife in 1878.
He snlisr,|ii('iiily iii:in'ied again and removed
to ^':lll Weft Ciiuiity Iiut spent some of his

later years in the home of his son at Ottawa
in Putnam County. He died in 1898 at the
Soldiers Home in Sandusky. In religion- he
was a Baptist. The I'.aptist^ \\ci-c not num-
erous in the commnnitii's wliciv he s|iriit most
of his life and he \\;is th, irtur.' juit N|ii'ri;illy

active in church woik. l!.' lnld scvnnl minor
offices, such as school dii-cctoi- .ind cnnsiiilile.

and was always keenly inli-rcstcd in the wel-

fare of his old comrades of the war.
Ephraim Richard Eastman sjient most of

his early life in Union County. He was old

enough to remember the occasion when his

father went away from home to enter the war,
and t'ae gravitj- of war times and of the sacri-

fices made by individual soldiers have given
him the highest respect for those who ofi'er

life and fortune to the nation's welfare. He
made the best of his advantages in the public
schools of Union County, and for a period
of t\^'elve years he taught in Union and Put-
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nam counties. When not at work in the

schooh'oom lie worked at the carpenter 's trade.

Mr. Eastman studied law at Defiance, Ohio,

with AV. il. Randall and Henry Hardy. He
was admitted to the bar in 1885.

In the meantime he had come to Putnam
County in 1872, but subsequently spent a
year or so in Union County, then was again
in Putnam County, for two years lived at

Defiance, and after his admission to the bar

returned to Putnam County and began the

practice of law at Ottawa. He is now one

of the older members of the Ottawa bar.

Mr. Eastman went out to Oklahoma when
that territory was being opened up to settle-

ment, and took part in the opening of the

Southwestern Indian lands around Lawton in

1901. He lived there portions of two years

and acquired a claim and improved a farm.

He also practiced law at Lawton and was one

of the pioneer lawyers in that bustling frontier

town. In 1903 he returned to Putnam County.
Mr. Eastman has taken the greatest of pride

and interest in his town and community. A
number of years ago he organized the Ottawa
Home and Savings Association, which has had
a prosperous existence for twenty-nine years.

He is now secretary and attorney for this

association. Several other business organiza-

tions have been promoted by him in Putnam
County.

In 1883, before his admission to the bar, Mr.
Eastman served as postmaster at Wistennan,
Ohio. In Monroe Township of Putnam
County he served as school director in 1881-

82, and supervised the erection of a school

building in the township. He was a member
of the Putnam Board of ' Elections during
1903-04. Politically Mr. Eastman classifies as

a progressive republican. He attended twen-

ty-six meetings during McKinley's campaign
twenty years ago, spoke at many of them, and
has had a share in campaign work from the

time of James G. Blaine down to the present.

Mr. Eastman was chairman of Putnam County
and the Fifth Ohio District during 1912 for

the progressive party.

He is now serving on the Grievance Com-
mittee of the State Bar Association of Ohio.

He also recently finished a term on the com-
mittee of Judicial Administration and Legal
Reform, and through the State Bar Associa-

tion has assisted in framing several statutes,

among them those relating to admission to

the bar.

Fraternally Mr. Eastman is affiliated with
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, with

the various branches of Masonry and is pa«t
regent of the Royal Arcanum. His Masonic
membership is with Ottawa Lodge No. 325,
Free and Accepted Masons, in which he has
filled all the chairs; Ottawa Chapter No. 115,

Royal Arch IMasous, in which he was several

times king and at present seeretai-y; Putnam
Council No. 69, Royal and Select Masters, of

which he is past thxice illustrious master and
now member of the Grand Council, Lodge
of Perfection, VaUey of Toledo; Shawnee
Commandery No. 14, Knights Templar, at

Lima; Northerii Light Council, Princes of

Jerusalem; Fort Industry Chapter Rose
Croix ; and Toledo Consistory, S. P. R. S. He
has been representative of Ottawa Lodge sev-

eral times to the Grand Lodge of Ohio, has
represented Ottawa Chapter in the Grand
Chapter, and Putnam Council in the Grand
Council. Mr. Eastman is a member of the

-Methodist Episcopal Church.
He has had an ideal home life, and has

reason to take the greatest of pride in his

children. On October 18, 1884, he married
Miss Elizabeth Ellen Parrett at her home in

Monroe Township of Putnam County. ^Irs.

Eastman is a daughter of John S. Parrett,

who came from Virginia to Ohio. Mrs. East-

man was educated in the public schools of

her home township, and is prominent in

woman's movements generally, being a mem-
ber of the Ladies' Centennial Book Club, in

which she has filled all the offices, and has

been president of the Woman's Federation

of Clubs of Putnam County and president of

the Woman's Suffrage Association of the

county.

Eleven children were born to Mr. and Mrs.

Eastman, nine of whom are still living, named
Lillian, Grille, ]\Iaud, Ivan, Ethel, Roy, Marie,

Herbert and Harold.
Lillian was educated in the public schools

of Dupont and Ottawa graduating from the

Ottawa High School and was given the degree

Bachelor of Literature by the Ohio Wesleyan
University in the class of 1895. She also did

post-graduate work at the Ohio Wesleyan Uni-

versity. She is now the wife of F. H. Wolf,

Common Pleas Judge at Wauseon.
Grille, the second daughter, was graduated

from the Ottawa High School and in 1899

from the Ohio Wesleyan UniYcrsity with the

degree A. B. For seven years she was a

teacher and part of the time principal of

the Wauseon High School, and has taken

post-graduate work in Columbia University.
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She is now the wife of Harry W. Turner, au
engineer at Schenectady, New York.
Maud, who was educated in the grammar

ajid high schools at Ottawa, spending one
year in Ohio Wesleyan University and one
year at the Ohio State University, was gradu-
ated from the Protestant Hospital of Colum-
bus as a professional nurse in 1905. She has
since become the wife of Dr. E. A. Murbach
of Archbold, Fulton County, Ohio.

Ivan, the oldest son of i\lr. Eastman, is

now a successful engineer at Lima, Ohio, and
is a young man of many accomplishments
and of wide opportunities for training. He
is engineer with the Gramm-Bernstein Com-
pany at Lima. His early education was in

the public schools of Ottawa, after which he
attended the Ohio State University a year,

spent one year in Berea College in Berea,

Kentucky, and in 1909 gTaduated from the

Ohio Northern University at Ada with the

degrees M. E. and E. E. He is a crack rifle

shot and member of the American Eifle Team
in the Olympic Games at Bisley, England,
in 1908. Ivan Eastman married Miss Ger-

trude Stauffer, daughter of I. F. Stauffer, of

Kalida, Ohio.

The daughter Ethel was educated in the

grammar and high schools at Ottawa, spent
one year in the Ohio State University, one
year in Oxford College at Oxford, Ohio, and
also had finishing studies in Chautauqua, New
York. She is now the wife of Clinton His-
son, an engineer living at Schenectady, New
York.

Roy, the second son, is a successful attorney

and is now member of the firm Smith, Baker,

Effler & Allen of Toledo, Ohio. After doing
the work of the public schools at Ottawa he

was graduated from Berea College in Ken-
tucky with the degree Bachelor of Literature

and prepared for his profession one year at

Yale Law School and one year in the Ohio
State Law School. For five years he was in

practice with his father in Ottawa, until he
removed to Toledo. Roy Eastman married
Angela, daughter of J. H. Yocke, of Napoleon,
Ohio.

Marie, educated in the grammar and high
schools of Ottawa and graduated from the
high school at Archbold, Ohio, was a student
of Ohio Wesleyan University two years and
has since taught one year in the public schools

at Hicksville, Ohio.

Herbert was educated at Ottawa, two years
at Berea College in Kentucky, one year in

Union University at Schenectady, New York,
part of one year in the Ohio Northern Uni-
versity at Ada, and is now studying law with

his father at Ottawa. He married Marie,
daughter of J. W. Brown of Ottawa.

Harold, the youngest child, is a member
of the class of 1917 at the Ottawa High School.

Thomas Mikesell of Wauseon, advisory
and contributing editor for Fulton County to

this publication, has lived in Fulton County
all his life, a period of seventy years, and
represents the old and prominent families of

that section. The following account of his

family reveals much of pioneer liLstoiy and
experience.

George Mikesell, the grandson of a Ger-
man immigrant who settled in northern
ilaryland about the year 1700, was born near
Cumberland, Maryland, December 15, 1766,
and was reared there to the age of about
twenty years, when he removed to the vicinity

of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. A few years
later he crossed the mountains to western
Pennsylvania in Somei-set County. There he
worked at his trade and farmed. In 1794 he
married Maiy Bayes, who was born April
28, 1773, daughter of Stephen Bayes. They
were the parents of seven sons and one daugh-
ter, one son dying in infancy.

In 1830 the whole family came to Ohio and
located in Holmes County, where he remained
until 1837. In September of that year, with
a large party of relatives, he proceeded west
to Fulton County, then Lucas County, in

Clinton Township, where land had been en-

tered for him the px-evious year. » There he
spent the rest of his life. George Mikesell

was a brick and stone mason and followed
that trade till late in life. In tin- spriiio- of

1838 lie burned a kiln of brick, linm which
he erected a large and substantial lirepiace

and chimney in his log house. This was the

first brick made in Clinton Township and
perhaps the first in the comity. George
ilikesell was always strict in his habits and
honest and straightforward in his dealings

with his fellowmeu. He died October 9,

1840, and .just one week later, October 16,

1840, his . wife followed him to the life be-

yond. Both had long been consistent mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
William Mikesell, son of George and Mary

(Bayes) Mikesell was born in Somerset
County, Pennsylvania, January 16, 1810, and
was there reared to the age of twenty years.

His educational advantages were very scanty.

All told he attended school only about six

months. He worked on the farm until about

1830, when the family removed to Holmes
County, Ohio, where he rented land and
farmed. In the spring of 1832 he went back
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to the old liome in Pennsylvania on a visit.

On returning the great flood of 1832 in the

Ohio River was in progress. Steamboats were
running through the streets of Steubenville,

Ohio. He crossed the river, which was four

miles wide at that point, in a rowboat.

May 23, 1833, William MikeseU married

Miss Margaret Bayes, who was bom in Som-
erset County, Pennsylvania, June 4, 1811.

Thomas Bayes, her father, a son of Stephen

Bayes and of English and Scotch descent,

was born April 30, 1775, and died in Pulton
County, Ohio, September 2, 1850. The more
than seventy-five years of Ms life were busy

years. In 1797 he married Miss Ann McMil-
len, who was born Mai'ch 31, 1776. They
became the parents of six sons and three

daughters. About 1820 he moved his family

from Somerset County, Pennsylvania, to

Holmes County, Ohio, where he bought a

farm and lived until 1837. His wife having

died in 1836 he sold the farm and in Septem-

ber, 1837, with a large company of relatives

came to Clinton Township, Fulton County,

then part of Lucas County, and here he spent

the remainder of his life. He was a black-

smith by trade and for a number of years

had a shop in this county. He was the first

justice of the peace in Clinton Township,

which was organized in 1838. Thomas Bayes

was a man of more than ordinary ability and
served the public in different capacities. He
was an especial friend of the poor. He was
an active Christian from young manhood and
a devoted memberf of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, in whose faith he passed to his final

reward. He was always found doing good,

ever counselling the adjusting of differences

between his neighbors without recourse to

law, and he was humanity's friend at all

times, ever holding the respect and confidence

of all who knew him.

In the summer of 1836 William MikeseU
in company with his brotliei'-in-law Thomas
Bayes, Jr., came to the wilderness of what
is now Fulton County and selected fourteen

eighty-acre tracts of land for them.selves and
certain friends and made entry of them at the

land office in Lima. They traveled part of

the time afoot, having one horse, which they

rode alternately. William ilikesell's crop of

wlieat that summer furnished him the money
to pay for his land and to buy the things

necessary for the transferring of his family to

the then "far west" in Fulton County and
living there until crops could be secured.

Early in April, ,1837, he came with his family

to the new home, arriving there on the last

day of the month. The trip with an ox team
and wagon consumed about three weeks,
much of the road being so muddy through the
black swamp that they could make only one
or two miles a day. Three nights in succes-

sion they had to remain at the same wayside
inn. The new home was near the center of
Section 14, Town 7 North and Range 6 East.
The log cabin, 16x20 feet, was erected in a
few days with the aid of earlier settlers, and
that same spring William MikeseU cleared
the timber and brash from two acres of
ground and planted it to corn, from which he
secured a fair yield. By fall he had cleai'ed

five acres more, which he sowed to wheat and
this gave a good yield the next harvest. He
had brought sufficient flour and other supplies
to last till crops could be raised. Deer, wild
turkey, pigeons, etc., were plentiful, so there
was no lack of meat in the house, for he was
a skillful hunter. Wild honey was readily

secured and a supply was always kept on
hand, and this with the wild fruits of the

vicinity made a variety and abundance of
fare. The market town of this locality in

those early days was Maumee City on the
]\raumee River twenty-six miles distant on a
straight road, but much further on account
of the drive over the higher ground to shun
the mud. Grain had to be hauled to that

to\ra to sell or to grind. Of course much
grain was disposed of in barter, a bushel of

wheat commanding so much service or a
variable quantity of other commodities. Wil-
liam MikeseU, being a hunter, had many deer

hams and skins to sell, as well as hides of

mink and i-accoon. In 1840 he paid the

entire purchase price of a horse, $40,

by such sales. He continued clearing his

land and raising crops and was prospered in

his labors.

In politics he was a whig while that party
existed, and on the organization of the repub-
lican party became a republican. He never
held public office except one term as justice

of the peace and two terms as township treas-

urer. Soon after their marriage both he and
his wife were converted and lived the balance

of their daj^s faithful and devoted members
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Their
home in the wilds was the stopping place for

tlie early day circuit riders, and was often

the place of holding preaching services. They
were among the first members of the class

which developed into the society comprising
tlie present Methodist Episcoi^al Church of

Wauseon. Although it was the common cus-

tom in the early days to use whiskey freely
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at barn raisings and in the harvest seasons,

William Mikesell never used it nor furnished
it to others. For all that he never had any
difficulty in securing all the help he required.

He was an oiScial in his church until near
the end of his life, which occurred July 13,

1883.

Margaret (Bayes) Mikesell, his first wife,

was born in Somerset County, Pennsylvania,

June 4, 1811, and accompanied her parents

on their removal to Holmes County, Ohio, in

1820. There on May 23, 1833, she was united

in marriage to William Mikesell. She proved

a worthy and faithful helpmeet, a kind and
loving wife and mother, and was a gentle and
faithful Christian. She knew the labors,

trials and hardships of pioneer life, but liei-s

was the faith that made her faithful in all

things and her life was one of signal grace and
purity. Her health began to fail about 1851

and after much patient suffering from cancer

she passed to the better laud on December
4, 1855.

The following year William Mikesell mar-

ried Mrs. Catherine (Pfouts) Bayes, widow
of Meek Bayes. They became the parents of

one son, David, who is now a resident of

Cleveland, Ohio. His second wife died De-

cember 26, 1869. Of the three children born

of the first marriage, the daughter, born in

1834, died in infancy. John, born July 12,

1837, grew to manhood on the home farm and
in April, 1861, at the first call by President

Lincoln for volunteers after the firing ou Fort

Sumpter enlisted in the three months' serv-

ice in the Fourteenth Regiment, Ohio Volun-

teer Infantry. He served in West Virginia

until August, 1861, when he was discharged

with the regiment. In the fall of 1861 he re-

enlisted for three years, this time in the

Sixty-eighth Ohio Infantry. He was pro-

moted to the position of fife major of the reg-

iment and served with this command until

after the battle of Fort Donelson, when
through exposure at the battle and in the

storms of February^ 1862, he contracted pneu-

monia, which caused his death March 12,

1862.

William Mikesell continued to reside on the

old homestead until his death. He was nearly

six feet tall, broad shouldered and a well

built man, weighing over 200 pounds and
possessed of great strength. He was genial

and kind, tolerant in his .iudgment. and ever

tried to avoid trouble with his neighbors and
all others with whom he came in contact in

all the relations of life. He was a great

reader, and kept himself well informed on the
doings of the world.

Mr. Thomas Mikesell, the only survivor
of his mother's children, was born on the

homestead far)n one mile north of the pres-

ent City of Wauseon August 9, 1845. Tliis

farm continued to be his home except for

about two years altogether until 1902, when
he sold the property and removed to Wau-
seon where he has since resided practically

retired. He attended the district school un-
til fourteen years old, when he found better

advantages in the "high" school at Wauseon.
This school was called high because it was'

conducted in an upper room by teachers that

were able to instruct and that thoroughly.

There he attended several winter terms, as-

sisting in the farm work during the summer
months.

In June, 1863, he enlisted in Company H,
Eighty-sixth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer In-

fantry, for a term of six months, receiving

his honorable discharge on February 10,

1864. He took part in the Morgan chase

through Ohio during the historic raid of July,

1863, and was only a few miles away when
Morgan's men were captured. He was also

in the expedition under Col. John P. de
Courcey, marching from Nicholasville, Ken-
tucky, to Cumberland Gap, Tennessee, and
ending in the capture of the Gap September
9, 1863. During his term of service he was
detailed and served as fifer of his company.
During the winter of 1866-67 Mr. Mikesell

taught school in his home district and the

winter following in Kosciusko County, Indi-

ana. In October, 1868, he went to Jasper
County, Iowa, where he taught school during
the winter and in the spring of 1869 went to

Sullivan County, Missouri, where he taught

a summer term. On finishing this school he

returned in September to the old home in

Ohio. He worked on the farm, taught school

the next two winters, and in 1872 he learned

and worked at the photograph trade in

Wauseon. He then returned to the farm.

November 23, 1873, he married Miss Martha
Herriman, who was bom near Ottokee, Ful-

ton County, Ohio, April 21, 1850, a daughter

of John and Lettie (Wood) Herriman. Be-

fore she was six years old she lost her mother"

by death, and was reared after that in the

home of Thomas J. Case near Wauseon. Mr.
and Mrs. Mikesell have no children.

In 1865 Mr. Mikesell began the study of

meteorology and since November, 1869, he has

kept a systematic record of weather condi-
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tions. In October, 1882, on the organization

of the Ohio Meteorological Bureau he was
appointed one of the observers and has con-

tinued ever since to send reports to Columbus,
Ohio, and Washington, D. G. In 1902 he was
appointed a special observer of the corn and
wheat region service, and has I'eported by tel-

egraph each day from April 1st to September
30th, every summer. In 1875 Mr. Mikesell be-

gan the study of the birds in his vicinity

and since 1883 has kept a record of their

habits, and the dates of the arrival and de-

partm-e of the migratory species, and the

relative numbers of each species from year

to year. In 1885 he was elected an associate

member of the American Ornithologist Un-
ion. His observations have been continued

since that time, more or less perfectly. In

1883, in connection with the weather obser-

vations, he began i^henological observations,

to show the effect of weather on the growth

of vegetation. The points covered are, on
farm and garden crops, date of planting,

above ground, blossoming, ripe, harvesting,

etc. ; on fruit and forest trees, date of the

buds starting in full leaf, in blossom, fruit

ripe, change of foliage, and divested of leaves.

Besides these there are the dates of blossom-

ing of over 100 species of plants. In 1915,

this thirty-year record of observation was
published by the United States Weather Bu-
eau as Supplement No. 2, compiled and ed-

ited by his friend. Professor J. Warren Smith,

meteorologist.

In politics Mr. Mikesell is a republican.

He has never held public office except two
terms as village councilman. He is not con-

nected with any secret order or club, having

seen so many instances where these things

take people away from their duties to their

church and their God to serve the world and
making the world their god. He has worked
with the Anti-saloon League from its organ-

ization and since 1867 has been in favor of

the absolute prohibition of all liquor traffic.

In Febi-uary, 1887, both he and his wife be-

came Christians aJid members of the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church, and are still active

and devoted in the service. He was an official

since 1887, secretary of the official board from
1888 to 1916, and treasurer of the board of

stewards from 1893 to 1916.

In 1887 Mr. Mikesell was elected secretary

of the Fulton County Pioneer and Historical

Association and served in that capacity until

1895. He has taken gi-eat interest in preserv-

ing the early historical data of the county.

In 1889 he was chosen secretary of the Ful-

ton County Agricultural Society, and held
that office for sixteen consecutive years. He
saw the County Fair gi-ow from a representa-

tion of about 1,450 entries in 1889 to over

3,300 in 1904, and the amoimt of premiums
paid from less than $700 to more than $2,500.

In February, 1915, Mr. Mikesell had a

request from Col. W. L. Cuiiy, Civil war his-

torian of the Ohio State Archaeological and
Historical Society, concerning the number of

soldiex-s enlisted from Fulton County during
the Civil war, together with how many were
killed in battle, died of wounds, or of disease,

dischai-ged for disability, etc. There being

no public records available, he spent the better

part of two months investigating every source

of information that he could find. Although
the result, of coui'se, could not be exact, it

was the best he could do at this late day,

and Colonel Curry complimented him very
highly for the report.

In 1887 he prepared an article giving a

condensed summary of his weather observa-

tions from 1870 to that date, which was pub-
lished as a chapter in a" Histoiy of Heniy and
Fulton Counties," published in 1888. In 1904
he was called to be editor of a "Historj' of

Fulton County, Ohio," and besides his work
as editor he prepared a chapter giving a

summary of the thirty-five years of his

weather record and a chapter giving a sys-

tematic list of the woody plants of Fulton
County. This history was published in 1905.

In 1915 he was called to be editor of the chap-

ter on Fulton County in this present
'

' Histoi-j'

of Northwestern Ohio.
'

' He had ju-st finished

it when stricken with paralysis April 18,

1916. His latest work has been the compiling

and drawing of a map of Clinton Township,

Fulton County, showing the pioneer roads

and trails and the location of the cabins of

the settlers previous to 1850. This was done
for the Daughters of the American Revolu-

tion Society of Wauseon.
Wlien he began making special observations

it was for his own satisfaction and informa-

tion, but as the work continued he came to

think that some day they might prove valu-

able to others. He feels that if they help

along to a better knowledge of ways of nature,

the time and labor bestowed on the work will

be well repaid. Professor Tallman, writing

in the Weather Bureau Supplement mentioned
above, has this to say

: '

' The observations pub-

lished in this present Supplement are but a

portion of the records that this one man has

maintained during his busy life. They con-

stitute one of the most complete and reliable
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local records of which we have knowledge, as

to the development of plant life and the mi-

gration of birds and animals. Quietly, care-

fully, conscientiously, this man has merely
kept his eyes oi^en to see, and systematically

recorded the movements of nature about him
year after year. He has done what thousands

of other men might have done, bvit which no
other one has done. The writer believes

that science owes a great debt to such a man,
that all honor is due him, and that the name
of Thomas Milcesell should be set high among
the faithful students of nature in this coun-

try." Mr. MikeseU. has been a crop corre-

spondent since 1895 for the United States

Department of Agriculture. In 1909 he be-

came a member of the National Geographic

Society.

J. Henry L. Hoops. When Mr. Hoops
came to America thirty-five years ago he had
practically no capital and nothing to com-
mend him to the confidence of a new country

except his ability to work hard, and it was by
hard work that he made his first stake and
after a number of years of working for others

he bought land and assumed the role of an
independent farmer in Henry County. He
is now one of the well-to-do men of Richfield

Township and owns some of the fine farming
laud in that locality of Henry County.

His home place is in .section 33 of ^Richfield.

He has 110 acres there, the land that was
improved by his individual labors from the

wilderness. It is drained and ditched and is

capable of growing all the crops expected of

a Northwest Ohio farm. The land is now all

under cultivation except fourteen acres of

native timber. His chief crops are corn, oats,

and wheat. Mr. Hoops also owns another
farm of eighty acres, also well improved, and
with substantial buildings. On his home farm
his barn is one of the best in the township.

It is 40 by 80 feet, painted a slate color, with
sheet metal roof, and has every facility and
arrangement that gives perfect service. His
home is a substantial eight room house. Mr.
Hoops gets much of his revenue from the feed-

ing of hogs and cattle, and he keeps six

horses.

He was born in the Kingdom of Hanover,
Germany, October 6, 1866, a son of Fred and
Mary (Rohrs) Hoops. His parents spent all

their lives in Hanover. His father was a car-

penter and farmer and served a brief time as

a.soldier in the War of 1866, when Bismarck
compelled the Kingdom of Hanover to become

a member of the German Empire. Mr. Hoops'
mother died in Hanover in 1916, when past

seventy years of age. The family were life-

long Lutherans.

J. Henry L. Hoops, the oldest son and child

of his parents, was reared and educated in his

native kingdom, and when only fifteen years

of age he accompanied some friends to the

United States. He made the voyage on the

ship America and landed at New York City

in May, 1882. From there he came west to

Holgate, Ohio, and arrived with only $8 in

cash. He soon found employment as a farm
hand with a Mr. Holers of Defiance County,

and remained steadily in his service for eight

years. He then went to work for Henry
Langeuhope of Napoleon Township, Henry
County, and was in his employ also for eight

years. In the meantime he had not only been

working hard but had been thrifty and saving

and had accumulated some capital to enable

him to carry out his ambitious plans for a

home of his own. He then bought his present

farm and his progress from that day to the

present has been a steadily upward one.

In Defiance County Mr. Hoops married Miss
Lucy Harrus. She was born in Defiance

County, of German parents, both of whom are

now deceased. Her father was one of the

pioneer settlers of Adams Township, Defiance

County, sicurcd Government land and im-

provetl Imty iiere.s. jMrs. Hoops was born
there ni October, 1867. She was a wise and
faithful mother, provided well for her home
and children and it was a great loss to her
family when she died in a hospital at Toledo
on April 13, 1913. She was the mother of

eight children. One of her children died in

infancy. Fi'cd. who m;is born July 2, 1892,

was educatoil in tlic piililie schools and is now
a practical assistiuit lo liis father on the home
place. Caroline is the wife of William Rose-

brook, a farmer in Bartlow Township, and
they have a son Eugene. Luellen is the wife

of Carl Arps, a farmer in Ontario, Canada,
and they have a son Edmond. Anna, aged
seventeen, is her father's housekeeper and a

very capable young woman. The three

younger children, all in school, are Martha,
aged thirteen, Henry aged nine, and Otto
aged seven. Mr. Hoops and family are active

members of St. John's Lutheran Cliurch and
he formerly served as an official of that

church. He and his son are democratic voters.

Judge Elmer G. McClelland, of Bowling
Green, judge of the Common Pleas Court of
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"Wood County, has liad a career of varied in-

' terest and service in Northwestern Ohio. To
his work as Common Pleas judge he brought

a character of quiet strength, fortified by a

varied experience of men and events, and his

influence and service in that capacity have
been directed by a kindly but keen present-

ment of human character and of the forces

governing the relations of men and communi-
ties.

He was elected .judge in the fall of 1914,

and his work has made him popular with the

general public as well as the bar of Wood
County. He succeeded on the bench a prom-
inent old attorney, Judge Frank A. Baldwin.

Judge McClelland has been in active prac-

tice as a lawyer since 1892. He began practice

at Bowling Green in 1894. He graduated from
the normal schools of Valparaiso, Indiana, and
Lebanon, Ohio, and was a teacher for several

years before his admission to the bar. In 1896

he was appointed prosecuting attorney for

Wood County to fill a vacancy, and when the

fonner incumbent died in 1898 he himself was
regularly nominated and elected and by re-

election served the county most creditably

until 1905. He then became a candidate for

Congress in the old Ninth Congressional Dis-

trict. Judge McClelland as a young and vig-

orous attorney, with a large following in his

county, put up a remarkable fight against the

experienced campaigner and incumbent con-

gressman, Isaac R. Sherwood of Toledo. It

was an interesting campaign, and Judge
McClelland was defeated by only forty-two

votes. In 1908 he served as one of Ohio's pres-

idential electors and in that capacity cast his

ballot at Columbus in 1909 for William H.
Taft. Judge McClelland has long been a leader

in republican politics, has been a member of

the executive committee a number of times,

and has also served as chairman, secretary and
treasurer of that committee.
On coming to Bowling Green Judge McClel-

land became afSliated in practice with A. B.

Murphy, who was then serving as prosecuting
attorney. Mr. Murphy while in office was
taken ill with tuberculosis, and Mr. McClel-
land was appointed to fill out his term. Later
he became associated in practice with George
B. Lewis, a young lawyer, and this association

continued until April, 1909. At that date
Mr. Lewis removed to Toledo to become an
insurance adjuster. The next partner of Judge
McClelland was S. -W. Bowman, who is the
present mayor of Bowling Green, elsewhere
referred to. Thej' were in active practice un-

der the name McClelland and Bowman until

the night before Judge McClelland took up his

duties on the bench.

Another important interest of Judge Mc-
Clelland 's career has been his active connec-

tion with fraternal work. He joined the sub-

ordinate lodge of Odd Fellows at Jerry City

in Wood County, and served as noble grand
of the lodge. In 1900 he transferred his mem-
bership to Centennial Lodge No. 626 at Bowl-
ing Green, and has since been activelj^ identi-

fied with that body. He is past exalted ruler

of Bowling Green Lodge No.818 of the Benev-
olent and Protective Order of Elks. Judge
McClelland is a deep student of Masonry. His
local membership is in Wood County Lodge
No. 112, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons,
of which he is past master. He also belongs

to Crystal Chapter No. 159, Royal Arch Ma-
sons, at Bowling Green, to Fostoria Council,

Royal and Select Masters, Toledo Com-
mandery No. 7, Knights Templar, Zenobia
Temple of the Mystic Shrine, and Toledo
Consistory of the Thirty-Second Degi-ee Scot-

tish Rite. Judge McClelland is also affiliated

with the Knights of Pythias at Bowling Green.
This honored lawyer, jurist and citizen was

born in Crawford County, Ohio, October 22,

1863. His father, H. H. McClelland, rendered
service to his country during the Civil war.
He enlisted at the first call for troops in the

three months regiment, Twenty-first Ohio,
and later enlisted a second time but was in

the service only a .short time. H. H. ]\IcClel-

land was mai-ried in 1862 to Ruth A. Winters.
At the close of the Civil war they moved out
to Northwest Missouri, spending five years in

Ray County. On account of the illness of his

wife Mr. McClelland returned to Ohio, locat-

ing in Seneca County, and in 1884 moved to

Jerry City in Wood County. During and be-

fore this time Judge McClelland had been
working as a teacher. His father died at Jerry
City in 1910, at the age of seventy-three. His
widowed mother is still living there and was
seventy-seven years of age on February 22,

1917. The Presbyterian Church represented
their religious faith, but in the absence of a
church of that denomination they worshipped
for many years as Methodists. H. H. McClel-
land was an active republican.

Judge McClelland married June 3, 1896,
Charity Teller, daughter of James and Fran-
ces (Caswell) Teller. Her parents were early
settlers in Wood County, Ohio, where her
father went as a young man, acquired a tract

of land and after his marriage took his bride
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to a log cabin home. His industry and thrift

brought him in the course of time a large es-

tate of 360 acres, one of the best improved and
most valuable farms of Wood County. Mrs.
McClelland 's father died in Wood County in

1912, and his widow is still occupying the old

home at the age of seventy-six. The Tellers

are of Quaker stock, but Mrs. McClelland 's

mother is a member of the Disciples Church.
Mrs. McClelland belongs to the Presbyterian
denomination.

J. J. Suttee, M. D. The achievements of

the able and talented physician and surgeon
have proved abundant in the career of Dr. J.

J. Sutter at Biufftou, and at the same time
has come the substantial honors of good citi-

zenship. Doctor Sutter has made a name for

himself both in his profession and as a factor

in the life and growth of his home community.
He is a native of Ohio, born in Putnam

County, September 8, 1873, son of John and
Elizabeth (Welty) Sutter. He is of Swiss an-

cestry. His mother was born in Switzerland

and while his father was a native of Wayne
County, Ohio, his grandfather, Christian Sut-

ter was a native of Switzerland, coming to

Wayne County in the early days. The mater-

nal grandfather was John Welty, a native of

Switzerland where he spent all his life. The
parents were married in Putnam County.
John Sutter was a sturdy and thrifty farmer.

He went through many of the hardships of the

pioneer. He secured raw land, built a log

house, and he and his wife during the first

year of their married life had only one pound
of sugar, and other supplies were limited in

quantity. He cleared his land and in time

provided substantially for his growing family.

He and his wife were members of the Mennon-
ite Church and in politics he was a democrat.

There were nine children, seven sons and two
daughters, and seven are still living : Daniel,

a blacksmith at Pandora, Ohio; Abraham, a

merchant at Pandora ; Samuel, proprietor of a

hotel at Astoria, Oregon ; Henry, a retired real

estate man at Pandora ; Dr. J. J. ; Joseph, who
is clerk in a hardware store at Mound Ridge,

Kansas ; and Lydia, who lives at Aransas Pass,

Texas, widow of Gustav Eberle.

Doctor Sutter partly by his own resources

and energies and partly by assistance rendered

him from home wisely improved his early ad-

vantages and utilized every opportunity to

gain a liberal education. He attended the

district schools of Pandora, also a local college,

was a student in the Tri-State Normal School

at Angola, Indiana, and in 1898 graduated
M. D. from the Eclectic Medical College at

Cincinnati. After one year in practice at

Middletown, he removed to Bluffton in 1899,
and has been steadily in practice in that com-
munity for the past eighteen years. While his

work has been as a general practitioner, his

services have come more and more in demand
as a surgeon, and he is manager of the Bluffton
Sanatorium. He has also taken special studies

in eye, ear, nose and throat. On coming to

Bluffton he bought out the practice of Doctor
Bradshaw, and has had nearly all the profes-

sional work he could attend to almost from the
start. He served as secretary of the Ohio
Eclectic State Medical Association, and later

as president of that association, and has been
secretary and president of the Northwestern
Ohio Eclectic Medical Association. He is a

member of the Northwest Ohio, the Ohio State

and the National Eclectic associations and the
Allen County and Ohio State Medical societies.

In 1S99 Doctor Sutter married Miss Susie

Ludibill, daughter of Abraham Ludibill, a

Putnam County farmer. Six children were
born to their marriage and the four still living

are Anna Elvira, Cari'ie Elizabeth, Helen
Ruth and Edith Virginia. All the family are

members of the Mennonite Church.
Doctor Sutter is a democrat and has made

himself a vigilant factor in local polities. He
served as president of the board of public

affairs seven years, and for two terms was
elected mayor of Bluffton, an office he still fills

and his vigorous administration is keenly felt

and appreciated in that community. At his

first election he was given the largest vote ever
paid to a local nominee for that office. Doctor
Sutter volunteered his services for the Officers

Medical Reserve Corps in the summer of 1917.

The Dorcas Carey Pvtblic Library at

Carey is one of the most complete libraries

for a city of its size in Northwest Ohio. It

is housed in an attractive building, has a col-

lection of fifty-seven hundred volumes of

standard reference works and literature, and
under the management of the librarian, Miss
Margie Sutphen, the library is an efficient

instrument in the culture and enlightenment
of the community.
The library was named as a memorial to

Dorcas Carey, the mother of Mrs. Cinderella
(Carey) Brown of Carey. Mr. and Mrs.
Brown gave for the purpose of establishing

the library the sum of $5,000. This taken
in connection with $8,000 secured from the
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Carnegie Library Fund was sufficient to con-

struct the building, the site having been pur-

chased by subscription.

]Miss Margie Sutphen, the libi-arian, was
born at Carey, daughter of Edmund Garland
and Sarah (Shuinan) Sutphen. The Sutphens
are a Holland Dutch family that first located

in New Jersey, from which state her gi-and-

father, Richard Sutphen, came to Baltimore,

Ohio, in pioneer times. He cleared up some
land aud made a good farm, afterwards re-

moving to Toledo aud finall}^ to Carey, where
he died in 1900, at the age of ninety-three.

He married Sarah Zircle of Virginia.

jMargie Sutphen acquired her early educa-

tion in the public schools and was valedic-

torian of her class wlien she graduated from
high school in 1897. She remained at home
for several years and in the meantime took

the summer library coui-se at the Chautauqua
in New York and has since been the ver;^^ effi-

cient librarian at Carey. She is a member of

the Ohio Library Association and is affiliated

with the English Lutheran Church.

Rob Y. Phillips. A Toledo lawyer with

large practice aud influeutial connection, Rob
V. Phillips was reared and educated iu Mich-

igan and has been actively connected with

the Toledo bar since 1904. He practices

alone with offices in the Nicholas Building.

Mr. Phillips was born in Lenawee County,

Michigan, April 14. 1879. He is a son of

Charles W. and Sarah (Lozier) Phillips. The
pateraal ancestors were colonial Americans
and some of them fought in the French and
Indian wars. His gxandfather. Aaron Phil-

lips, came to Michigan in 1837 during the pio-

neer period, and w£is one of the early settlers

of Lenawee Count}'. Both lie and his son,

Charles W., were stiirdy farmers, and Charles

W. was born in Michigan and is still living ou
the old homestead at the age of sixty-nine.

His wife was bom iu Ohio and died in 1905.

Rob V. Phillips attended the piiblic schools

of Adrian, Michigan, took his law course in

the Detroit College of Law and was gradu-

ated LL. B. in 1904.

He soon afterward came to Toledo to en-

ter practice and has made for himself cou-

genial as.soeiations and a profitable general

practice. From 1914 to 1916 he seiwed as

police prosecutor of the City of Toledo and
in 1916 was unsuccessful candidate for police

.iudge. Mr. Phillips is a member of the To-

ledo Commerce Club, is both a lodge and

chapter Mason and Odd Fellow and iu poli-

tics is a republican.

Jacob Dier, proprietor of the old Dirr
homestead in Pleasant Township of Henry
County, represents some of the earliest pio-

neer stock of Germans to locate in this district

of Northwest Ohio. His own life has been one
of commendable industry, of thrifty manage-
ment, and the prosperity he has acquired for

himself and his family has been more than
well deserved.

Mr. Dirr was born on the old farm origi-

nally settled by his father, Henry Dirr. His
birth occurred in a log house April 9, 1867.

He grew up in Pleasant Township, was edu-
cated in the neighboring district schools, and
employed his increasing energies with the

tasks of the home farm. Mr. Dirr became
proprietor of the old homestead in June, 1900.

For the past fifteen years he has affected many
changes and improvements, which have mate-
rially increased the value of the land and
property. His home is a substantial ten room
modern house, Avith basement, and practically

every bit of his 140 acres are well improved.
He farms on the rotation principle, and is

careful about conserving the fertility of his

soil. He keeps good stock and feeds nearly
all the grain raised in his fields.

Henry Dirr, his father, was born in

Wuertemberg, Germany, in 1816, and came
with his parents to the United States about
1832. The .journey to this country was made
in a sailing vessel, which encountered heavy
seas and adverse weather, and finally landed
its passengers hungry and almost exhausted.

The Dirr family came West to Cleveland, and
in 1836 arrived iu Pleasant Township. They
located on the Ridge Road, secured their land
direct from the Government, and had the log

cabin home so familiar in the early settlement

of this country. Many of the difficulties

which the family encountered during their

early j-ears of settlement have been described

ou other pages of this publication.

Henry Dirr grew to manhood on the frou-

tier, became accustomed to all the hardships
of pioneering, and in early years was a great

friend of the Indiaus who still lingered in

this part of Ohio. As a young man he secured
woi'k as a mule driver on the canal, but
eventually he developed a tract of land as a

farm. He had excellent business abilit.v, and
had established a material competence long
before his death, which occurred March 10,
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1890. He was first a whig and afterward a

republican in his political affiliations. Henry
Dirr married for his first wife Katharina
Gardner, a native of Bavaria, Germany. She
died in 1862, the mother of eight children.

After her death Henry Dirr married Ricka
Shore, who was born in Wuertemberg, Ger-

many, July 24, 1836, and had come to Amer-
ica from Bremen, making the voyage in

sixty-two days. She lived for a time in Dei
fiance Coiinty, until her marriage. Mrs.

Henry Dirr is still living and still retains her

vitality and mental vigor, though she is now
quite old. She is an active member of the

Evangelical Church. She was the mother of

three children. Catherine, the oldest, is the

wife of Henry Graver, of New Bavaria, and
they have five sons and two daughters. The
second in age is Mr. Jacob Dirr. George is

unmarried and lives in California.

;Mr. Jacob Dirr was married in Pleasant
Township to Mis.s Jennie Demland. She was
born in that township August 17, 1870, and
has lived in this locality all her life. Her
parents were William and Elizabeth (Horn-
ung) Demland. Her father was born in

Bavaria, Germany, but was married in Henry
County, his wife having been born and reared
here. Mr. Demlaud became a farmer in Pleas-

ant Township, close to the county line, and
after a prosperous career died there January
1.3, 1909, at the age of sixty-two. He was a

republican, and during the Civil war had
served as a soldier for three years in the

Sixty-eighth Ohio Infantry. He had many
narrow escapes from bullets and other dan-
gers, but was neither M'ounded nor captured.

His widow is still living on the old homestead.
ilr. and ilrs. Dirr are the parents of two

children. Oliver, who was born in 1891, grew
up on ttie homestead farm, and is now suc-

cessfully directing its cultivation and has
assumed much of its management. He mar-
ried Viola Kilpatriek, who was born in 1894
and was reared and educated here. They
have a small daughter, Wilma, now two years

of age. Esther Z., the second child of Mr.
and Mrs. Dirr, is the wife of John Mansfield

and they live in Highland Township. They
have a daughter named Imogene. Mr. and
Mrs. Dirr are active members of the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church, and he is an official,

while ^Irs. Dirr is a teacher in the Sunday-
school.

Peter Dirr. The pioneer settlers of a new
eounty or city, independently of any intrinsic

qualities which they may possess, are objects

of peculiar interest in succeeding generations.

Those who follow delight to read their names
and to treasure in memory their accomplish-
ments. The early colonists and the Pilgrim
Fathers, as the years pass, are gradually
raised from the level of common humanity
and placed upon pedestals for our contempla-
tion, challenging the admiration of posterity.

Each successive step in the settlement of the
country, as adventuro^^s pioneers pushed out
from the populous centers of this or other

countries, in the rapidly receding wilderness,

has brought to notice courageous men and in-

dustrious families who have connected their

names indissolubly with rising states and em-
bryo communities.
The first six families to settle in Pleasant

Township, Henry County, were the Hof-
meisters, the Saurers, the Leshs, the Grims,
the Battrings and the Dirrs, all coming from
Germany and all making settlement between
the years 18.32 and 1835. It will be the object

of this .sketch to briefly review the Dirr fam-
ily, one of the best known and most highly
esteemed in the township, of which a worthy
representative is found in the person of Peter
Dirr, a lifelong resident of the locality, who is

still engaged in agricultural pursuits and is

the owner of a handsome propertJ^
Henry Dirr, the father of Peter Dirr, was

born in the Province of Wuertemberg, Ger-
many, between 1810 and 1812, and when he
was a young man—it is believed in 1832

—

his parents brought their family to the
United States. The journey was made across
the Atlantic in an old sailing vessel, which
encountered heavy seas and adverse weather,
so that an exceedingly bad passage was made,
which consumed ninety days. In fact the
immigrants, hungry and exhausted, had about
given up hope of landing in free America
when finally land was sighted and the little

party of Dirrs touched American soil in New
York. Prom the great eastern metropolis
they made their way to Cleveland, where they
remained for about one year, and then came
to Henry County, by way of Defiance, follow-

ing the Indian trail a distance of twelve miles
east into what is now Pleasant Township.
They located on what was popularly known
in the community as the Ridge Road, where
the grandfather (whose name is not now re-

membered) secured land from the United
States Government, and there erected a log
cabin of the type which made up the buildings
of the territory at that time. It was onlv a
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primitive shelter, but it formed a home for

the pioneers, and they managed to get along

well and to be satisfied with conditions. One
of the features of the first dwelling was its

open fireplace, which served to cook the fam-
ily 's corn cake and other articles of food, and
which ended in a huge chimney, built of

sticks and mud. At first the ci'ops were not

to be depended upon ; there was too much to

do before the land could be made to satisfac-

torily produce the grain and vegetables in

sufficient quantity and quality to support the

family. The timber had to be cut down, the

stumps rooted, out, the stones taken from the

soil and the land placed under the plow.

Then it was found that the rainy .season

swelled the small streams and swamps to such

an extent that the water covered the roots of

the grain and rotted it, and it was thus neces-

sary that the corn be planted upon little hills

where the overflow could not reach it. This

is but an item in the long list of discourage-

ments aud hardships which the early settlers

were called upon to face and overcome. The
game, which was plentiful, they secured for

their table and sold the .skins and furs, and
this went a long way toward paying their liv-

ing expenses. In time, as the laud came more
and more under cultivation, the parents se-

cured greater comforts, and when they died,

in advanced years, both were living in com-
parative ease. They were faithful members
of the German Methodist Chiirch after coming
to this country.

Henry Dirr, although born in Germany,
soon became familiar with American customs

and accustomed himself to the stern life of

the wilderness. He had the peculiar gift of

making friends with the Indians, who always
remained loyal to him, his parents and his

family, and who frequently stayed all night

at his cabin, in the morning leaving half a

bear or deer to pay for their accommodation.
When still a young man Henry Dirr secured

work on the canal as a mule driver along the

towpath, but eventually turned his attention

to the pursuits of the soil, and, being thrifty,

industrious and enterprising, died as the

owner of one of the best farms in the town-
ship. In his community his reputation was
that of an honest and reliable man, credited

with a more than ordinary amount of shrewd-
ness, judgment and fore-sight. Originally a
whig, with the formation of the republican
party he transferred his allegiance to that

organization and continued to act with it

during the remainder of his life. Mr. Dirr

married Miss Katharina Gardner, who was
born in Bavaria, Germany, and came as a
young woman to America, settling in Henry
County, Ohio, in the same neighborhood as

the Dirrs. Her father was Adam Gardner,
who followed farming all his life in Pleasant
Township and died here full of years, his wife
being also in advanced age. Mrs. Dirr died in

either 1862 or 1863, when she was in middle
life, as a member of the Methodist Church, to

which her husband also belonged. After her
death, Mr. Dirr was again married and had
three children : George, Jacob and Kathei'ine.

By his first marriage Mr. Dirr was the father

of the following children: Mrs. Mary Des-
granges, who is a widow and makes her home
at Pleasant Bend, Ohio; Henry, a farmer of

Williams County, Ohio, who died in 1911,

leaving three sons: Peter, of this review,

Andrew, who resides on a farm in Pleasant
Township, is mari'ied and has a family, and
Frederick, who died after his marriage and left

a family ; Charles, a farmer of Pleasant town-
ship, who is married and has children; Eva,
who is the wife of Philip Birrill, lives at Pleas-

ant Bend, and has a family; and J. Wesley,
who is a resident of Pleasant Township and
the father of several children.

Peter Dirr was born on the old home farm
in Pleasant Township, Henry County, Ohio,

July 8, 1845, and was given the usual educa-
tional advantages granted to youths in a pio-

neer community where teachers are hard to

secure and where the work of the lads is

needed in the development of the home farm.
However, he managed to gain a fairly good
training in the little log schoolhouse, with its

puncheon floor and seats, and when he had
mastered the ''three R's" proceeded to give

his entire attention to the duties of farming.
About the time he became of age Mr. Dirr pur-
chased 160 acres located where he now lives,

in section 29, Pleasant Township, a tract of

land which is now all improved. When he
first took up his residence here, he found
primitive conditions still existing, the farm
buildings consisting of a log barn and a log

cabin home, but as the years have passed and
he has become more and more successful he
has graduall.y added improvements of a mod-
ern character, and he now has a commodious
barn, substantially built and well equipped,
36 by 60 feet, and a modern residence, attrac-

tive and up to date in all its appointments,
with eight rooms and a basemeiit. Mr. Dirr
has always been considered an energetic and
industrious farmer, well capable of taking inW
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advantage of his possibilities. But in doing

so lie has alwa.ys acted in an honorable man-
ner, has built him up an enviable reputation,

and in business circles his word is sufficient

proof of his fair intentions.

Mr. Dii-r married Miss Fannie Bolley, a

neighbor, who was boi'n September 15, 1846,

in Pleasant Township, and for more than
forty-six years she has proved herself a most

'

devoted helpmate, faithful wife and loving

mother. She is a daughter of Theobold and
Dorothy (Bender) Bolley, the former born in

Bavaria and the latter in another province of

Germany. Mr. Bolley immigrated to the

United States in 1840, with four children, all

of whom are deceased. These children were
by his first wife, and after coming to America
he married Miss Bender, aud here they

rounded out their lives in Pleasant Township,
improving a farm of large dimensions. Mr.
Bolley died when eightj'-nine years of age and
iSlts. Bolley when seventy-seven or seventy-

eiglit. Mr. and Mrs. Bolley were the parents

of four children : Elizabeth and Theobold,

who both died before their mother ; Mrs. Dirr

;

and Henry, who is married and resides at

Napoleon, Ohio.

ilr. and Mrs. Dirr are the parents of the

following children : Elizabeth, wlio is the wife

of William Beck and lives in Defiance County,
Ohio, having one son, Clyde, and two daugh-
ters, Delia and Jessie; Andrew, who is en-

gaged in farming in Michigan, married Carrie

Reed, of that state, and has three children,

Fore.st, Willma and Madea; Peter J., a resi-

dent of Pleasant Bend, where he is a director

of the Farmers Elevator, married ^Nfrs. Rose
(Groll) Smith, who has three children by her

former husband, George Groll, deceased

:

Dilla, who is the wife of George Harmon, ex-

county commissioner of Putnam County, Ohio

:

Charles, a farmer of Urieh, who married Rosa
Buff, of Henry County, had one child, Arthur,

who met an accidental death when seven years

of age ; and Nellie, who is the wife of George
King and resides in Defiance County, where
he is engaged in farming, and is the mother of

one son, Cloyd.

Mr. and Mrs. Dirr are consistent members
of the Reformed Church, in which both are

active, and are supporters of all the move-
ments of that denomination. A republican in

polities, Mr. Dirr has frequently been elected

to office, and his official record is an excellent

one. He belongs to E. Gleason Post, Grand
Army of the Republic, of Holgate, being enti-

tled to membership in that body as a veteran

of the Union army during the Civil war, in
which he fought for about one year at the
close of the struggle, as a member of Company
B, One Hundredth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer
Infantry. He enlisted when a youth of eigh-
teen years, and fought in numerous engage-
ments, among which were the bloody battles
of Nashville and Franklin, Tennessee. He has
presented half of his farm to his children, but
still retains eighty acres, where he has a com-
fortable home.

iliLO D. Wilson continues the oldest gen-
eral insurance agency at Bowling Green. He
entered that business with his father when he
was a very young man, and since his father 's

death has kept the business up to the same
high plane on which it has been operated for
nearly half a century. His office is at 102
South Main Street.

The business was established in 1868 by
W. A. Benschoter. It was the first insurance
office in Wood County. After the death of

Mr. Benschoter the business was taken over
by C. E. Ben.schoter, Joseph Martin and a Mr.
Baker, though still known as tlie W. A. Ben-
schoter Insurance Agency. Later another
change was made and the firm ]\Iartin & Baker
succeeded. In 1903 John B. Wilson bought a
half interest in the company owned by Mr.
Martin. John B. Wilson entered the business
in January and in ]\Iay of the same year Milo
D. Wilson, his son, took an active part and in

the fall of flint vf^iv thev bought the interest

of Mr. Baker hihI oi-ganized the firm of J. B.
Wilson & Sou. The firm handles general in-

surance, but for some years has specialized in

fire, bonding and casualty lines. It represents

some of the strongest companies, including the

oldest insurance organization of the world,
The Sun of England, and also the North
American of Philadelphia.

The senior member of the firm, the late John
B. Wilson, was one of Wood County's fore-

most citizens for many years and until his

death on May 2, 1912. His death came after

a long illness, but an infirmity of health had
not served to break down his valiant spirit

through nearly ten years of suffering.

John Blythe Wilson was bom at Grand
Rapids. Ohio. November 30. 1853. a son of

]\rathew and Elizabeth fUlythe') Wilson, who
were early settlers in Wayne County, Ohio.

They subsequently moved to Wood County
and located and improved raw land near
Grand Rapids. John B. Wilson lived on the

home farm until he was seventeen, then went
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with his pai'ents to Waj-ne County, near Mar-

shallville, where his father and mother spent

their last years, both dying when past sev-

enty. John B. Wilson attended the local

schools and also the Smithville College at Mar-

shallville, and began his life as a teacher, and

for a time was principal of the North Balti-

more schools.

He became a resident of Bowling Green in

December, 1881, when he accepted the position

of deputy auditor under the late E. W. Poe.

He was "in that service until Mr. Poe was
elected auditor of the state and then filled the

office of chief for ten months. His long and
commendable record as deputy was followed

by liis election as coianty auditor in 1885 and

he filled it two terms. He also served as dep-

uty county treasurer, and subsequently be-

came interested in various enterprises until he

entered the insurance business in 1903.

The appreciation in which this good citizen

was held in the community is well told in an
article that appeared in the Daily Sentinel-

Tribune of Bowling Green at the time of his

death

:

"Mr. Wilson has been identified with the

most active business life of the city. He was
tireless in boosting for Bowling Green. He
did much to get the Board of Trade started

and was its able secretary. He was responsi-

ble in a large measure for the Pitkin and
Brooks factory coming to Bowling Green, for

B. A. Graram starting a motor track company,

and for the organization of the Bowling Green
ilotor Car Company to take its place when the

Gramm firm removed to Lima. He was pres-

ident of the local truck company at the time

of his death. He also was president of the

Grand Rapids Bank and was chairman and
active secretary after the death of Mr. Fry
of the Fort Meigs Commission, which bought
the ground, erected the monument and pre-

served Fort Meigs' historical features.

"He was very friendly in disposition and
enjoyed a wide circle of acquaintances in busi-

ness, political and fraternal circles over the

state. He was a charter member of Kenneth
Lodge No. 158, Knights of Pythias, and took

a keen interest in that order until his death,

being one ef its trustees. He served as repre-

sentative of the Grand Lodge, had a part in

the team work of the third degree, and was a

trustee of the Knights of Pythias Children's

Home. He was closely identified with the

work of the Valley Pioneer and Historical

Association."
On December 31, 1878, he married at North

Baltimore, Miss Catherine Simon, who was
born in Wood County, daughter of Israel and
Susan (Nesbaiim) Simon, both natives of Ohio 1

and early settlers of Wood County. Her par-

ents were farming people and were active

members of the Christian Church. Her father

died when ninety years of age, having survived
his wife many years. He was a republican, and
the republican party has always been accorded
strict allegiance bj' members of the Wilson
family. The late John B. Wilson was a delegate

to the national convention which nominated
William McKinley for president. Mrs. John
B. Wilson is still living with her daughter at

342 North Main Street. She is prominent
socially and is a member of the Christian Sci-

ence Church. She was the mother of five chil-

dren, one son dying in early youth. The
others are : Milo D. ; Charles S., of Bowling (

Green: Gladys, of Bowling Green; and Dr.
Cecil B. Wilson, who died August 10, 1913.

I\Iilo D. Wilson was born at North Balti-

more, October 31, 1880, and was brought when
an infant to Bowling Green, in which city he
grew up and received his education in the

grammar and high schools. He also spent two
years in the pharmacy department of the

State University and was a registered pharma-
cist before entering the insurance business

with his father.

Mr. Wilson married Margaret L. Adams,
j

who was born and reared in Wood Count3^ 1

She had long been prominent socially in the 1

community where her life from early girlhood

had been spent. Mr. Wilson is a Blue Lodge
and Chapter IMason in Bowling Green and also

a member of the Knights Templar and the

Scottish Rite bodies in Toledo, and a member
of Zenobia Temple, Ancient Arabic Order,

Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He is also a

member of Bowling Green Lodge No. 818.

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and
of the Knights of Pythias. Politically he is

a republican and has worked for the good of

the local part.y and more particularly for

everything pertaining to the advancement and
welfare of his home city.

Jonathan E. Ladd, former prosecuting at-

torney of Wood County, has been in active

practice as a lawyer since 1900. Ability and
integrity of character have commended him
to the confidence of the people generally in

Wood County, where he is a local leader and
possesses large influence.

Mr. Ladd was a student in the Ohio State

University at Columbus. He had begun his
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law studies under P. C. Beard, a well known
Toledo attornej'. He was admitted to the bar

in 1900. For a number of years Mr. Ladd
taught school, and from that profession turned
his attention to the law. He attended when a

young man Fostoria Academy and was for a

number of years engaged in teacliing in San-
dusky County and for ten yeai's was connected

with the schools of Braduer in Wood County.
]\Ir. Ladd was elected prosecuting attorney

of Wood County in 1904, and for four years

gave an administration characterized by vigor-

ous enforcement of the law. It was au invalu-

able experience to him in his profession and
since the close of his term of of&ce lie lias en-

joyed a large private practice. He lias also

been connected with the board of education at

Bowling Greeu. Mr. Ladd practices as a mem-
ber of the firm of Ladd & James, his partner
being William B. James. They have been
associated for eight years.

Mr. Ladd was born in Sandusky County,
Ohio, September 21, 186.3. He was reared on
a farm and his first advantages were those of

the country schools. He comes of an old Vir-

ginia branch of the Ladd family, but his peo-
ple have been in Ohio for a century. His great-

grandfather, James Ladd, brought the family
to Ohio and located in Columbiana County in

the eastern part of the state about 1812. He
cleared up a farm and he and his wife died
there when cjuite old.

Cornelius Ladd, grandfather of the Bowling
Green lawyer, was born in Virginia in 1806
and was six years of age when brought to

Ohio. His early surroundings were those of

a frontier community. He was married in

Columbiana County to Sarah Hoiles, a native
of Ohio. She died when in the prime of life

and at the birth of her second child, Sarah A.
Her first child was Amos T. Ladd. Cornelius
Ladd married for his second wife Therza Mey-
ers, and soon afterward, in 1850, removed n'ith

his family to Ladd Ridge in Wood County,
where his .second wife died a few years later,

leaving several children. For his third wife
he married Eliza People. There were no chil-

dren by that unK)n. Cornelius Ladd and his

third wife continued to live on the old farm at

Ladd Ridge and he died there at the age of
ninety-one. He was a whig in his early po-
litical views and afterwards affiliated with the
republican partv. He and his wife were Bap-
tists.

Amos T. Ladd, father of Jonathan E. Ladd,
was born in Ohio in 1834. He wag sixteen
years of age when his father removed to Wood

County, and he gTew up on a farm there and
married Sarah Barr. She was the mother of

William, Sylva M. and Melvin 0., the last

two being twins, at whose birth she died. For
his second wife Amos Ladd married 5ose
McCreary, and she was the mother of Jon-
athan E. Ladd. She was born in Morrow
County, Ohio, of Scotch-Irish ancestry. One
of her ancestors served as a soldier in the Revo-
lutionary war. Her grandfather, George ile-

Creary, was born in 1812, was a California

forty-niner and made two trips out to the gold
coast. He afterwai-ds lived for many years
in Wood County, where he died. He was a
prominent democrat and a man of considera-

ble local reputation. He followed the trade
of cabinet maker and was also a talented musi-
cian. Rose McCreary was one of the early

teachers of Wood Countj^, and taught for a
number of years before her marriage. She be-

came the mother of eleven children and died
at the birth of the last child on December 16,

1882. She was then forty-five j'ears of age.

Amos T. Ladd, who died at Bradner, Wood
County, SpptiMiiIir.r 1."). 1906, was a successful
farmer,, stdi-k i-aisci-, drover and shipper.
Through his varied business relations he be-
came well known all over this part of Ohio.
Politically he was a republican.
Jonathan E. Ladd was married in Sandusky

County to Miss Addie Jennings. Her father,

Capt. Joseph H. Jennings, was also a Cali-

fornia forty-niner. Ten children were born
to Mr. and Mrs. Ladd, all living but one,

Luella, who died in childhood. The oldest is

Jesse A., who was born September 21, 1887,
and is an officer in the regular United States
army. He was appointed when a youth to
West Point Military Academy, where he grad-
uated in June, 1911, with the rank of second
lieutenant. Since then he has been in active
military service, liaving been first stationed at

Vancouver in the State of Washington, later

spent two years in Honolulu, and is now sta-

tioned along the Mexican border. He was
married in Bowling Green to Florence Von
Cannel, formerly a teacher. Dale, the second
child, is a graduate of Bowling Green High
School. He married Miss Margaret Ray and
they have a daughter, Jane. Raymond E.,

who was liberally educated in the high school
and Dennison University and in the Ohio
State University, was graduated from the law
course in 1916, having passed the bar exami-
nation the previous December and is now in
active practice with his father at Bowling
Green. Donald McK. completed the course
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of the high school and is a graduate of Den-
nison University with the class of 1916. While
in university he was prominent in athletics

and captain of a footbaU team. He is now
secretary of the Young Men's Christian Asso-

ciation at Honolulu. Paul is a graduate of the

Bowling Green High School and is now a

student in the State Normal School at Bowling
Green. Florence and Rena are both students

in the high school and the two youngest chil-

dren, Jonathan B. and Joseph J. are in the

grammar schools.

air. Ladd is affiliated with Pemberville

Lodge of Masons, with the Royal Arch Chap-
ter at Bowling Green, with the Knights Tem-
plar Commandery at Fostoria and belongs to

Zenobia Temple of the Mystic Shrine at To-

ledo. He is also affiliated with the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks and the Knights
of Pythias at Bowling Green, the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows of that city, is a repub-
lican, and he and his family are all members of

the Methodist Church.

D^vNiEL Frick was one of the pioneer busi-

ness men and farmers of Hancock County, and
for many years was identified with the locality

known as Van Buren. His life was purposeful
and regulated according to the strictest princi-

ples of honor and integi'ity and he left above
his ample matei-ial possessions the priceless

legacy of an honest name.
He was born on a farm near Pittsburgli,

Pennsylvania, in 1829, a son of Daniel Frick,

who was of Pennsj'lvania German ancestry.

Daniel Frick was married in Pennsylvania to

Esther Dinsmore, of Irish ancestry, and a
daughter of John and Susan Dinsmore of

Pennsylvania, ilrs. Daniel Frick is still living

at Van Buren and at the age of eighty years is

still active and thoroughly capable of manag-
ing her business affairs.

In 1856 the late Daniel Frick came to Han-
cock County and located at Van Buren, where
he opened a general store on Main Street. He
continued in business as a merchant and also

operated a farm of 160 acres near the village

and these. enterprises claimed his time and at-

tention until 1870. He then retired and two
years later, in 1872, his death occurred.

Mr. Frick was a republican in politics and
was the recipient of numerous official honors
in his home township. He and his wife were
the parents of two children: Loderaa, who
was born in 1856 and died at the age of eleven
years, and John, who was born in 1852 and

died at the age of four years. Mr. and Mrs.
Frick reared a nephew, Daniel Frick, who is

living near his foster mother. The late Mr.
Frick was active in the United Brethren
Church and that is the religious faith of Mrs.
Frick.

Judge John Kaull Rohx, who gained a
high position in the Seneca County bai" and
as a member of the bench, had many achieve-
ments and accomplishments to his credit,

though his life was comparativelj' brief. He
died June 15, 1901, at the age of forty-two.

He was born at the old Rohn homestead two
and a half miles east of Tiffin April 5, 1859,
a son of Asia and Eliza (KauU) Rohn. His
grandparents were Daniel and Catherine
(Helman) Rohn, the former of French and
the latter of German stock. The maternal
grandparents were John and Elizabeth
(Swartz) Kaull, the former a son of John
and Maria (Steiniuger) Kaull, and the latter

a daughter of Samuel and Mollie (Gregory)
Swartz. The family were identified with
Pennsylvania for a number of generations.

Judge Rohn's father was born in Lehigh
County, Pennsylvania, December 23, 1814,
the youngest in a family of eleven children.

The mother of Judge Rohn was born also

in Lehigh County, October 14, 1817. They
were married in Pennsylvania and in the

spring of 1849 arrived in Seneca County,
making the eutii*e journey overland by wagon.
For twenty-six years they lived on the farm
east of Tiffin and in 1875 bought another
place near the Greenlawn Cemetery.
Judge Rohn, who was the sixth in a family

of seven children, spent his early life on the

farm, attended public schools, and in the fall

of 1875 entered Heidelberg College at Tiffin,

from which he was graduated in the scientific

course on June 19, 1879. He then taught a

country school for one winter and began the

study of law in the firm of Noble & Adams
at Tiffin. His admission to the bar before

the Supreme Court of Ohio occurred October
2, 1882, and from the spring of 1883 he was
identified with a growing and successful prac-

tice at Tiffin. He made a specialty of corpora-

tion law, and among other clients represented

the Pennsylvania Railway Company and also

the Lake Erie and Western Railway Com-
pany. He. was a man of force and power in

everything he undertook. It was because of

his prominence in legal circles and a.s one of

Ohio's most representative lawyers that Gov-



HISTOEY OF NORTHWEST OHIO 1905

ernor Buslinell appointed him in 1896 as a
judge of the Circuit Court to fill the vacancy
caused by Judge Seneys resignation.

He was as resourceful in business affairs

as he was in the law, and was one of the or-

ganizers of the National Machinery Company
of Tifttn, an industry which he served as sec-

retary and member of the Board of JManagers.

This business continues as one of the largest

industries of Tiffin and Mrs. Rohn, his widow,
is a director of the company. Judge Rohn
was a republican in politics. He is remem-
bered by his old associates as a true gentle-

man, a scholar and a lawyer, and a man whose
character measured up to the highest ideals

of his profession and social life.

On June 16, 1886, he married Miss Augusta
Schlitt, of Spi'ingfield, Illinois, daughter of

Frederick and Helen (Kessberger) Schlitt.

Her parents were both born in Weisbaden,
Gennany, and came to the United States on
their wedding trip, locating in Springfield,

Illinois. Her father became an extensive land
holder, a sheep raiser and the owner of con-

siderable coal properties. Mre. Rohn was the

seventh in a large family of nine children.

She is an active member of the First Presby-
terian Church, and since her husband's death
has proved a diligent and judicious business

woman, carefully looking after the property
at Tiffin and elsewhere and giving close per-

sonal attention to the education and training

of her two daughtei's. These daughters are

Helen Elizabeth and Margaret Louise. The
elder daughter is a graduate of Vassar College

and was married June 16, 1917, to Valentine
Brunner Holman, of Washington, D. C. The
younger is still pursuing her studies in Vassar
College.

Frank P. Mohler was the type of sturdy
and intelligent farmer citizen such as any
community cau ill afford to lose. He spent
his years industriously, and acquired pros-

perity in Washington Township of Henry
County, where his death occurred January 2,

1914, in his sixty-first year.

He was born in Sandusky County, Ohio,

November 23, 1853. of Pennsylvania ances-

tiy. His parents, David and Maria (Sehri-

ver) Mohler, came in the early days and
located on new land in Ohio, cleared up and
improved eighty acres, and made it their

home for many years. David Mohler died at

the age of sixty, and his wife aged seventy-

four. They were very fine people, good neigh-

bors, devout Christians, members of the Re-

formed Church, and David Mohler was a
democrat who was elected to several local of-

fices. In their family were six sons, all of
whom grew up, all married, and all are still

living except Frank P. Mohler.
Frank P. .Mohler was reared on the old

home farm, and his education came from the
common schools. He had au ambition to be-

come a farmer and land holder, and after his

first marriage he bought forty acres in sec-

tion 18 of Washington Town.ship in Henry
County. Then followed years of unceasing
toil until the land was thoroughly cleared,

after which he bought au adjacent forty acres
in the same section, and he lived to see that
not only cleared and well improved, but
equipped with excellent buildings. During
liis lifetime he erected the substantial barn,
36 by 56 feet, and he was one of the progres-
sive farmers who had covered barn yards.
This yard was 56 by 52 feet, and furnished
slielter for a large number of stock while
feeding. He also built a corn crib, a sepa-
rate granary and had arranged everything
so as to simplify and make his farming oper-
ations more efficient. His home was a ten-

room house, situated in the midst of the large
grove and surroimded with an ample lav^Ti.

This feature gives the name to the farm by
MJiieh it is known far and wide, Maple Grove
Farm. Some years later Mr. Mohler bought
eighty acres of highly improved land in. sec-

tion 19 of Washington Township. Thus at
the time of his death he was pi-oprietor and
owner of 160 acres of some of the most pro-
ductive and best improved farm lands of
Henry County.

Mr. ]\Ioliler was first married in Washing-
ton Township to Caroline Kesler. She was
born in Sandusky, and was brought to Henry
County by her parents. She died at her home
in Washington Township when in the prime
of her yeai-s. One child survives her. Earl,

who is a farmer near Delta in Fulton County,
Ohio. He married Bertha Kigar, and they
have a daughter, Irene, now sixteen years of

age and attending the Delta public schools.

On December 11, 1888, in Hem-y County,
Mi: Mohler married Laura Rearick. Mrs.
Mohler, who survives her honored husband
and has shown much capability as a manager
of the estate, with the assistance of her chil-

dren, was born in Washington Township Jan-
uary 20, 1870, and was reared and educated
there. She is a daughter of Jacob and Mary
(Skinner) Rearick, the former a native of
Pennsylvania and the latter of Sandusk^%
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Ohio, where they were married. At ouce

after their marriage ilr. aiid Mrs. Rearick
came to Henr}- County and secured a tract of

land iu Washing-ton Township, which they
cleared up and developed as a farm, and later

were able to live retired iu Liberty Center,

where both of them died, the father at the age
of seveuty-five and the mother still older.

They were members of the Reformed Church,
and Mr. Rearick was a republican.

ilrs. Mohler became the mother of the fol-

lowing children: A. Zerba and Bessie J.,

twins, who were born in 1889 and both are

still at home. A. Zerba married Etheline
Weirick and they have the active manage-
ment of the IMoliler farm and are the par-

ents of tlie following children, grandchildren
of Mrs. Mahler: Grace L., Carrie A., Ruth
M., Charles C. and Lawrence H. Grace E.,

the third child of ^Irs. Mohler, is the wife

of Dennis Lethenuan, a farmer in Washing-
ton Township, and their three children are

Vernon, Lowell and Josephine, ilary :M.

is a member of the class of 1917 in the Lib-

erty High School. Laui-a E. has completed
her education in the Liberty High School

and is still at home. Jessie ilary also lives

at home. The family attend the ^Methodist

Episcopal Church.

Jacob Anthony Kimjmell, il. D., who in

point of continuous service is one of the oldest

medical men in Northwest Ohio, has spent
practically all his life in this state, was a boy
soldier of the L'nion during the Civil war, and
graduated in medicine and began practice

half a century ago. Doctor Kimmell has al-

ways been interested in local history and in

its preservation, is editor of a recentlj' pub-
lished history of Hancock County, and is ad-

visory and contributing editor for that county
to this publication.

He was born in Carroll County, Ohio, Sep-
tember 17, 1814. a son of David and Christina

Kimmell, who moved to Hancock Countj^ in

1851. His father was a farmer and Doctor
Kimmell grew up in a country environment.
He attended common and high schools at

Findlay, and was not yet seventeen years of

age when tlie war broke out. He .served three

years as a volunteer in Company A of the
Twenty-first Ohio Volunteer Infantry. After
the war he entered the Western Reserve Uni-
versity Medical School at Cleveland, was grad-
uated M. D. in 1869, and in 1875 was grad-
uated Ad Eundera at the Bellevue Hospital
Medical College of New York City. Doctor

Kimmell early became recognized as a phj'si-

cian of exceptional attainments, and during
his more active years had a splendid practice

througliout Hancock County. Through his

profession he earned a competency necessary
for a comfortable old age.

Other honors than professional have come
to him from time to time. He was a member
of the Seventy-second General Assemblj- and
while in the House secured the passage of the

House Bill No. 76 creating the Board of Regis-

tration and Examination for physicians in

Ohio. His first public honor was appointment
as postmaster at Cannonsburg, Ohio, during
Grant "s administration in 1869. Doctor Kim-
mell was elected a member of the city council

of Findlay in 1892, a member of the Findlay
Gas Board in 1894, and his service in the

Legislature from Hancock County was dur-

ing 1895-97. From 1905 to 1917 iie has been
secretary-treasurer of the Majestic Building
Company of Findlay. Politically Doctor
Kimmell is a republican. He was made a

blaster Mason in 1865 in Lodge No. 227, Free
and Accepted Masons, at Findlay, joined the

Findlay Lodge of Elks No. 75 in 1888 as a

charter member, and has long been an active

member of Post No. 54 of the Grand Army of

the Republic.

Doctor Kimmell was married at Findlay
•lune 4, 1869, to Eliza Ellen Bonham, daugh-
ter of Robert Bonham, deceased, of Findlay.

On January 12, 1875, at Findlay, he married
Rose Evaline Graber, daughter of Ambrose
Graber, deceased, of Findlay. For his third

wife Doctor Kimmell was married at Detroit,

:Michigan, September 30, 1909, to EfSe Afton
Gibson, daughter of George Johnson of De-
troit. Doctor Kimmell 's only child is Alfred
G. Kimmell, who married Helen Sutphen, of

Cincinnati, now deceased.

Shadr.\ch W. Bowman. Honors have ac-

cumulated rapidly about the professional ca-

reer of Shadraeh W. Bowman, who is today
recognized as one of the most prominent law-

yers of the Wood County Bar. ^Mr. Bowman is

now serving his home city of Bowling Green
as mayor. For a number of years he practiced

as a member of the firm of JlcClelland & Bow-
man, until ]Mr. McClelland was elected in

1915 judge of the Common Pleas Court.

j\Ir. Bowman was born in Liberty Township
of Putnam County, Ohio, February 20, 1876..

When he was twelve years of age his parents
removed to the vicinity of Weston in Wood
Countv and he continued his common school
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education there. lu 1893, at the age of seveu-

teen, he began teaching, and subsequently con-

tinued his education in the normal school at

Angola, Indiana. During his work as a

teacher he was superintendent of two schools,

I\Iilton Center and Haskins.
Mr. Bowman was elected county recorder of

"Wood County in 1900, and was at the time the

youngest official who had ever served the

county. He was re-elected in 1903 and gave

a most creditable administration of the affairs

of his office. In 1906, after leaving the county
office, he entered the law department of the

State University at Columbus, where he was
graduated LL. B. in 1909. In the same year
he was admitted to the bar, subsequently was
admitted to practice in the Supreme Court of

the state and in 1913 of the Federal Court. Mr.
Bowman is chairman of the Wood County
Central Committee of the republican party
and has proved a vigorous exponent of repub-
lican principles in this section of Ohio.

He is of old Pennsylvania German ancestry.

The name was originally spelled Bauman. His
gi'eat-grandfather, John, and his grandfather,

Jacob Bowman, were pioneers in Northern
Ohio, locating in Medina County in the early

part of the last century. From there they
moved to Seneca County, where the wife of

John J. Bowman died. He also died in that

community and had been a prosperous farmer
for years.

In the early '70s Jacob Bowman and wife
and family removed to Putnam County and
located in the midst of the forest in a district

that had not yet been cleared up for the i;ses

of civilized man. He made a farm by cutting

down the woods and rooting out the stumps,
and a great deal of material prosperity fol-

lowed his efforts. A strong bent to mechanics
has run through the Bowman family and all of

them were capable of performing the work re-

quired for the construction of homes and the
many mechanical arts required for successful
farm husbandry. Jacob Bowman died at the
age of seventy-five and his wife at eighty-nine.

Her maiden name was Snyder, and she was
also of Pennsylvania German stock. The Bow-
mans in the early generations were all demo-
crats.

The Bowling Green lawyer is the son of
John Bowman, who for many years followed
farming in both Putnam and Wood counties.

He and his brothers Jacob, Hiram and Walter
were all Union soldiers. Hiram and Walter
both died in the service, one killed in battle

and the other dying from iUness. The other

two returned from the war, and Jacob was

married and . lives at Fostoria. All four

brothers had enlisted from Fostoria and were

all members of Company I of the One Hun-
dred and Twenty-third Ohio Volunteer In-

fantry.

In 1888 the Bowman family removed from

Liberty Township of Putnam County to Mil-

ton Township of Wood County, and here John

Bowman died on his farm March 25, 1892, at

the age of fifty-one. While in the war he was

captured and made prisoner at the battle of

Winchester and for a long time was confined

in the notorious prison stockade at Andcrson-

ville, Georgia. He suffered all manner of

hardships and -privations and there became a

victim to the stomach trouble which subse-

c[uently took him off. In early days he had

voted with the democrats but became eon-

verted to the republican doctrine under the

influence of Governor Foraker and was long

prominent in that party in a local way. He
held various township offices. John Bowman
married Eliza Wolfe. Her father was a native

of Pennsylvania and her mother of Virginia.

In the maternal line her gi-andfather had been

a Virginia slaveholder. Mrs. Eliza Bowman
is still living, her home being at Weston, and

she is a woman of remarkable vitality and of

great intellectual interests. She is sixty-six

years of age and still does her part as a mem-
ber of the Woman's Relief Corps, in the Mis-

sionary Society and other activities of the

Methodist Episcopal Church and keeps per-

fectly informed on all local and current events.

Sliadi-ach AV. Bowman is affiliated with the

Lodge of Masons, the Knights of Pythias, the

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and

the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He is

a past exalted ruler of the Elks Lodge and a

member of the Grand Lodge. Mayor Bowman
was married in Wood County to Blanche

Wood, who was born in Milton Township and
reared and educated there. She was a suc-

cessful teacher before her marriage. jMr. and
Mrs. Bowman have three children: K. Bert,

who.graduated from the Bowling Green High
School in 1917 ; Mildred G., aged fourteen and
a student in high school; and John, aged
twelve, in the grammar schools.

John Schirmer. That quality of entei--

prise which enables a man to start at the bot-

tom and climb steadily to influence and suc-

cess in Inisiness affairs has been exemplified to

a high degree by John Schirmer of Arlington.

Mr. Schirmer only a few years ago was a hard
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working farm hand, but is now at the head of

a growing and flourishing business at Arling-

ton as a contractor and merchant and is pro-

prietor of the Arlington Grain Company.
He was born on his father's farm two miles

south of Van Lue in Hancock County, March
30, 1873. His parents are Albert and Julia

(Beck) Schirmer. His mother was of Penn-
sylvania German ancestry. His father was
born in Germany and at the age of twenty-two
lauded in New York City. For six months he
found emjjloyment in a lumber yard in the

East and then came West to the vicinity of

Van Lue, Ohio, where he worked on a farm
for a relative for two years. Having the Ger-

man quality of thrift he saved nearly all his

earnings and then started out for himself as a

renter. He has been identified with the farm-
ing community near Van Lue for many years.

J\Ir. John Schirmer was the only son in a

family of seven children. The family were
poor and it devolved upon him to become self-

supporting at as early an age as possible. Con-
sequently he had but two winter terms in

school. As a small boy he began working out

for neighboring farmers, and continued as a

hired man until twenty-one. He then worked
for his father on the farm for a year and for

two years did county work on public ditches

as a sub-contractor. This experience opened
the way for a permanent business career.

His father having bought some propei-ty at

Arlington, Mr. Schirmer moved to that village

to take care of it and also set up as a public

paving contractor, while at the same time he
helped farm. This work he continued until

1904 and then started business as a coal mer-
chant. He had only a small frame building

to start with, and that is still standing as a
landmai-k in his business career. IMr. Schirmer
bought the fii*st carload of coal shipped to

Arlington on March 17, 1904. Since then he
has been regularly dealing in fuel, buys and
sells grain, and also handles all kinds of seeds

and wool. He is practicallj' the only con-

tractor for public work at Arlington. His
business success is one that he can well be
proud of.

In 1908 Mr. Schirmer married Mary Hern-
don, daughter of Jonas and Ellen (Knoll)
Herndon.

,
Her parents have lived for many

years at Arlington. Mr. Schirmer is an inde-
pendent republican in politics. He is a mem-
ber of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows
and Knights of Pythias, both of Arlington.

at Columbus Grove for many years, and over
the county at large his name is most familiar

through his connection with the office of

sheriff. Mr. Tate has been sheriff of Putnam
County for the past two terms and is not only

one of the most popular officers of the court-

house in Ottawa but has displayed the effi-

ciency that is the highest requisite of any pub-
lic official.

Mr. Tate was born on a farm in Putnam
County October 1, 1858. He is a son of Fran-
cis and Elizabeth Tate, and in the paternal

line he is of Scotch ancestry. His father was
born at Chillicothe, Ohio, and his mother in

Licking County. Francis Tate followed farm-
ing during all his active career, and in 1878 he

removed to the Town of Columbus Grove. He
was one of the influential members of the

democratic party in the county. His widow is

now living at the old home in Columbus Grove.

Sheriff Tate was the oldest in a family of

five children, all sons. His early experiences

were those of the country and he grew up
on a farm and attended the public schools

of Columbus Grove. When he began making
his own living it was as a farm hand at

monthly wages of thirteen dollars. He earned
every cent that was paid him and in all his

career he has never been afraid of hard work.
By study at home and in leisure intervals he

mastered the trade of stationary engineer and
for fourteen years he was employed in that

business in the planing mills, stave factories

and flour mills in this section of Ohio. About
sixteen years ago Mr. Tate worked in an axe

handle factory at Columbus Grove, one of the

first important industries of that community.
In 1913 Mr. Tate was elected sheriff and

has held that office continuously to the pres-

ent time. He has been a leader in local democ-
racy for many years, has supported the can-

didates of the party since Tilden was first

nominated, and he lovallv voted for Mr. Wil-

son in 1916. From 1902 to 1915 he was a

member of the Putnam County Democratic

Central Committee. Mr. Tate is affiliated

with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows,

the Knights of the Maccabees and several

other fraternities. He and his family wor-

ship in the Christian Church.

On January 1, 1880, at Pandora, Ohio, he

married jMiss Amarillous Blakesley, daughter

of James Blakesley. They have four children

:

Zelma, May, Myrtle Ethel, Flossie and Fran-

cis James.

A. L. Tate is a native son of Putnam Robert Place. An exceptional .iudgment
County, has been a factor in business affairs in estimating vahies and in handling business
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transactions on a large scale has given Robert
Place a position among the most noteworthy
business men of Northwest Ohio. He is a na-

tive of Wood County and for many years his

home has been in Bowling Green.
He is president of the Home Telephone

Company, former vice president of the Com-
mercial Bank of Bowling Green, is vice pi'es-

ident of the Royee & Coon Grain Company,
having been oiBcially connected with that

organization for ten years, and was president

of the Lake Erie, Bowling Green & Napoleon
street car lines for eight years, until those pub-
lic utilities went into receivership three years

ago. He was also for some years proprietor

of the Place hardware store. This business he

traded to the present owner, Fred H. Prieur,

for a 400-acre farm in jMichigan. Mr. Place

gi'ew up on a farm and has always kept in

close touch with agricultural activities. He
owns 200 acres of land at Rudolph in Wood
County, and this is one of the model farms
and is also a central section of activity in the

oil district, comprising twenty-seven active

wells. Mr. Place owns 1,24:3 acres in Ashta-

bula County, Ohio. This large estate is per-

sonally looked after by his only son. His son

has a half interest in all his father's farming
and other business interests. Mr. Robert Place

was one of the men who reorganized the Uni-

versal Machine Company, which is among the

leading enterprises of Bowling Green and of

Northwest Ohio. As noted elsewhere, Mr.
B. J. Urshel is president of this company and
Mr. Place is vice president. Mr. Place also

has 400 acres of rich and well improved farm
lands in Wyandot County. His home is a
large and attractive residence at 227 Button-

wood Avenue in Bowling Green.
Mr. Place was born at Scotch Ridge in Wood

County, August 21, 1851. He grew up in that

community and acquired a good education, fin-

ishing in the academy at Maumee. At the age

of seventeen he taught his first school at Prai-

rie Depot. Teaching was his principal work
for nine years. He was not the inheritor of

wealth, and in fact began life on a plane with
thousands of others of hard working and ear-

nest young Americans. His personal ability

has counted largely in his success. While
teaching he entered mei-ehandising and at

twenty-two he had saved up over $1,000 as

the foundation of his financial success. He
built and opened a store at what was then
called Bobtown, now Rudolph, Ohio. His was
the first store in a large section of country

and he made it the medium of a large business
and an extensive acquaintance.

In 1S74 he married Miss Almira Mercer,
who for over forty years has been his close

companion and business counselor as well as

a capable home maker. Mrs. Place was born
in Portage Township of Wood County and
grew up and received her education in that
locality. Her father, Daniel Mercer, now de-

ceased, was a successful farmer and man of
more than ordinary prominence in his com-
munity. After their marriage Mr. and ]Mrs.

Place worked hand in hand to establish a
home, and they were farmers until twenty
years ago, when they removed to Bowling
Green.
Three children were bom to Mr. and Mrs.

Place. Flora A. died in infancy. Alta M.
died ten months after her marriage to John
Clayton. The only living child is Alfred W.,
whose life has been one of unusual achieve-

ment and experience.

Alfred W. Place was born in Liberty town-
ship of Wood County, May 8, 1876. He was
reared and liberally educated in this county.
At the end of ten years he joined the Christian
Church and much of his time has been given
to the extension and iipbuilding of religious

affairs. He afterward entered and gi'aduated
from Bethany College in West Virginia, an
institution founded by Alexander Campbell,
the founder of the Christian Church in Amer-
ica. He subsequently pursued post-graduate
work in Butler University at Indianapolis and
at the University of Chicago. While he was
a student of the University of Chicago he
joined other members of his class and under
the leadership of a university professor made
a tour of the Holy Land. On returning from
abroad he married at Indianapolis Miss Mary
C. Graham. She was born in Indianapolis and
her father was at one time a minister to Can-
ada but is now deceased. Mar_y C. Place grad-
uated from Butler University and from the
University of Chicago, having been in that
institution several years before her husband.
After his marriage Alfred W. Place became
a minister at Aki-on for two years and then
for three years had charge of one of the large
churches at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. He and
his wife then went as missionaries to Tokio,
Japan, where in addition to the routine mis-
sionary' work he taught in Drake University
in that city. His wife was also instrumental
in establishing a kindergarten, to the support
of which Mrs. Robert Place gave $500. Mrs.
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Mary Place was active in supervising the

building and management of this school for

these young Japanese children. For six years

Mr. and ih's. Alfred Place labored in that

field. It was owing to the failing health of

]Mr. Robert Place that they returned home
and since then he has given his time and ener-

gies to the supervision of his father's exten-

sive interests. Alfred Place and wife have
three children : Graham, aged fourteen ; Rob-
ert, aged eleven; and Alta, aged five. Alta

was born in Japan.
Mr. Place and his son are members of the

Masonic Order and the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows, and Mr. Place, Jr., his wife and
mother all belong to the Eastern Star. Mr.
Robert Place has for some yeai-s served as a

member of the City Council at Bowling
Green, and was president of the board two
terms. He and his son are active republicans.

All the family have for years been leading

members of the Christian Church. Mr. Place
for over twenty years was an elder and has
also been a leader and large contributor to the

missionaiy work of the church.

John Edward Hoplet, advisory editor for

Crawford County, to tliis histoiy of North-
west Ohio, has been first and last a news-
paper man, is a veteran of the printing
trade which he began to learn fifty years ago,

.

and for a great many years has been editor

of the paper at Bueyrus which was founded
by his father.

]\Ir. Hopley was born at Elkton in Todd
County, Kentucky, August 25, 1850. His par-

ents were John and Georgianna (Rochester)

Hopley. The ancestry of the family intro-

duces some notable characters.

His gi-andfather, Edward Hopley, was a
surgeon in the Royal Navy of England and
served wdth Admiral Nelson at the battle of

Trafalgar. Edward Hopley "s wife, Catlier-

ine Cooper Prat, descended from a long line

of English divines. Her great-grandfather,

Samuel Prat, was dean of Rochester Cathe-
dral in 1697, canon of Windsor, chaplain to

Queen Anne, and was buried at Windsor.
For six generations, commencing with Daniel
Prat in 1574, all her ancestors were high in

the Church of England. Daniel Prat wrote
an English grammar years before the cele-

brated work of Liudlay Mvirray, the stand-

ard textbook with which most Americans were
familiar during the early half of the last

centuiy.

Through his mother Mr. Hopley is a grand-

son of John and Marian (Gladdel; Roches-
ter. JIarian Gladdel was descended from a
long line of French ancestry. The Gladdels
wei'e driven out of France at the time of

the massacre of the Huguenots and fled to

England. Her father was a captain in the

British army and died fighting against Na-
poleon in the Spanish campaign. His daugh-
ter married Jolui Rochester in London in

1816 and came to America in 1820.

John Hopley, youngest child of Edward
and Catherine (Prat) Hoplev, was born at

Whitstable, England, May 21, 1821, and was
educated in the Royal Naval Academy at

Greenwich. He came to America in 1842,
and clerked in the store of his uncle. John
R. Prat, at Zanesville, Ohio. lu 1848 he be-

gan teaching at Logan, Ohio, where he was
married April 19, 1848, to Georgianna Roch-
ester. He afterwards taught in Tennessee
and Kentucky and at Granger's College at

Columbus.
On April 1, 1856, John Hopley came to

Bueyrus as superintendent of the Union
schools. He introduced the first graded
school system there. He was admitted to the

bai', and when Salmon P. Chase was made
secretary of war under President Lincoln he
went to Washington and became Chase's con-

fidential secretaiy. After the war for two
years he was national bank examiner for the
southern states. In September, 1867, he
bought the Bueyrus Journal, which he ed-

ited up to the time of his death. In 1870
he was appointed postmaster at Bueyrus by
President Grant, was reappointed in 1874
and in 1890 was appointed postmaster by
President Harrison. For years he was pres-

ident of the Ohio Republican Editorial Asso-
ciation and was in that office at the time of

his death. On April 19, 1898, Jolm Hopley
and wife celebrated their golden wedding an-

niversaiy. He joined the ilasonic Order
when he was eighty years of age. The death
of this venerable Ohio editor and citizen oe-

cuiTcd June 3, 1904. His Avife, who was born
at Englishtown in Athens County. Ohio, Peb-
iiiary 22, 1826, died at Bucviiis October 21,

1904.

John Edward Hopley was brought to

Bueyrus when a child and was ediicated in

the Bueyrus Union schools. In 1867 at the

age of seventeen he began learning the print-

ing trade in the office of the Bueyrus Jour-

nal under his father, and while working at

the trade read law and was admitted to the

bar in 1876. However, he has never prac-
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ticed, thoug-li liis knowledge he lias found
valuable iu his newspaper wdik. l-'di- a num-
ber of 3-ears he was aL-1i\ely iis^nri^ted with
his father in the newspaper liiisiness, and
on October 17, IMST. lie siai'te,! and pul.lished

the Evening Telee-raph, the ,hiily .diti.m of

tlie Buc.yrus Journal, whieh is a weekly pub-
lication. 31r. Ilopley still continues editor

of the Evening- Telegraph, and the Bucynis
Journal, and is president of the Hopley
Printing Company, publishers of these two
papers and also maintaining a plant and or-

ganization for general printing and supplies.

Joseph W. Hopley is vice president, and
Frank L. Hopley ti-easurer of the company,
with James R. Hopley secretaiy and business

manager.
The onh' important interruption to his

work as editor at Bueyrus was from 1898 to

1905, when he was abroad as a United States

consul. He served as United States consul

to Southampton, England, from July, 1898,

to ilarch, 1903, and from April, 1903, to

April. 1905, was consul in Montevideo, South
America.

Mr. Hopley was member of a local mili-

tary company from 1873 to 1876, helping to

start the company but refusing any office.

As a republican lie has done much for the

benefit of the Crawford County organization

and was for a number of years active iu

state politics, especially from 1885 to 1898,

several years of which time he was a member
of the State Central Conunittee. In 1912

he was elector at large on the republican

ticket. For some years Mr. Hopley has taken

a keen interest in permanent roads. In 1914

he became identified witli llie Lincoln High-
way, which passes through lliieynis and was
api^ointed state consul fur Ohio. In 1915

at a meeting of all the consuls in the state

he was elected ijresident of the Liucoln High-

way Association in Ohio.

Mr. Hopley has done his share toward the

preservation of local history and is author

of a history of Crawford County published

in 1912. On his twenty-first birthday in 1871

he sent in his petition to become a Mason, and
has attained prominence in that order. He
became a Royal Arch Mason in 1872, a Knight
Templar in 1875, a meniher of the council

in 1895, of Lake Erie Consistory of the Scot-

tish Rite at Cleveland in 189-t. of the Eastern

Star in 1899, and the White Shrine of Jeru-

salem in 1914. He is a past officer in the

chapter and council, was for six years an
officer in the Eastern Star and for two vears

in the White Shriue. He served as the first

exalted ruler of Bueyrus Lodge of Elks when
it was re-organized in 1894. Mr. Hopley
belongs to the Masonic Club of Bueyrus and
Elks Club of the same city, and attends the

Presbyterian Church. He is unmarried.

Henry P.vyram, now living retired at

Desliler, is one of the best known former
hotel men of Northwest Ohio. He conducted
the leading hotel at Deshler from the time it

was completed by ilr. Giauque until 1913, and
made n great success of the house. The hotel

was the favdi'ite stopping place for hundreds
of the .•iiiiiiiiiriial men traveling over North-
west Ohio.

Mr. Payram has been a resident of Deshler
since 1887. On coming to the town he con-

ducted the Ross House until the new hotel

was built, and he took over its management
and conducted it as the Payram lintel. It is

now the Hotel Samuel, ilr. Payram con-

tinued in active business until lUi:;, wh^n In?

sold his interests as a landloril ami i-- now
living retired, looking after his luvestments

as a farmer. A number of years ago he

bought some valuable land.s in this section of

Ohio, including a farm in Bartlow Township
of Henry County and another in Jackson
Township of Wood County, Both places are

thoroughly improved and represent a large

amount of cajiital invested. One of the farms
has a complete set of high grade buildings.

IMr. Payram made friends on all sides when
he was in the hotel business, and there are
many of his ardent admirers who inquire

after his welfare every time they come
through Deshler, He is now enjoying retired

life in a comfortable nine-room house at the
corner of Maple and Lind streets.

Mr. Payram came to Deshler from Detroit,

Michigan, but was born in Sheffield, England,
March 16, 1860. He is of an old English
family and a son of Amos and Slartha (Black-

more) Payram, both natives of England. His
father was well educated in the English
schools and became a private and pulilic ac-

countant. Five of the children were born in

England, Henry being the youngest. About
that time the family left the old country and
landed at Quebec, Canada. Amos Pa.vram
established a home at Hamilton, Ontario, and
for a number of years represented the Cana-
dian Life Insurance Company. In 1869 he
moved to Detroit, Michigan. Largely through
his influence the Michigan Legislature passed
a bill permitting the organization of building
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and loan associations. Under this measure
Mr. Fayram organized an association in De-
troit, the first of its kind, and he was a pioneer

in this popular means of promoting thrift and
savings. At the same time he continued to

practice his profession as an expert accountant

and was frequently called in for consultation

on complicated cases. He is now living re-

tired at Detroit at the age of eighty-nine.

His wife died in that city in 1892, at the

age of sixty-two. Both were active Metho-
dists and when he became an American citizen

he aligned himself with the republican party.

Henry Fayram was one of a family of

ten children, seven of whom are still living,

now in different states of the Union and all

are married. His oldest brother, Fred, has

long been prominent as an editor. For twenty
years he was manager of the Detroit Free
Press, subsequently was editor of the House-
keeper Magazine, published at Minneapolis,

Minnesota, and is now editor of Uncle Remus,
a southern magazine.
Henry Fayram spent his early life from the

age of nine .years in Detroit, and acquired his

education in that citj\ He then served an
apprenticeship at the cabinet maker's trade

and was a worker in this mechanical line in

Detroit until he removed to Deshler, where
he found himself in his true and most con-

genial sphere, that of a landlord.

He was married in Detroit to Miss Maud
Winter. Mrs. Fayi'am was born in Chatham,
Ontario, Canada, fifty-two years ago of Scotch

and English ancestry. Her father, George
Winter, was born in Canada of Pennsylvania

parents. He married Christiana McNeill, who
was born in Prince Edward Island of Scotch

stock. Her parents were Charles and Chris-

tiana (Johnston) McNeill, natives of Scot-

land. They were married in Prince Edward
Island, and died there, Charles McNeill when
past sixty and his wife when about eiglitA-.

Christiana Johnston's father died when past

a htindred years of age. Two of her brothers

were soldiers at the battle of Waterloo. I\Irs.

Fayram 's uncle, William McNeill, was at one
time speaker of the House of Commons in

Prince Edward Island. Mrs. Fayram 's

parents were married in Chatham, Ontario,

and some few years later moved to Bay City,

^Michigan, where her father was a foreman in

a lumber mill, where he died. Mrs. Fayram 's

mother is still living, at the age of seventy-

six, residing with a daughter in Toledo.

These families were all strict Presbyterians.
Mrs. Fayram has two sisters : Ada, Mrs. John

Wiekeuheiser, and the mother of a son Fred;
and Oral, wife of Harrj^ Smith, living in De-
troit, and they have a son Howard. Mr. and
ilrs. Fayram are active members of the Pres-

byterian Church at Deshler.

Ralph S. Gillespie. Among the officials of

Wood County there is none more popular and
on every hand given more credit for thorough
competence and ability in handling his parti-

cular office than Ralph S. Gillespie, now
county auditor, ilr. Gillespie entered upon
the duties of his present office in the fall of

1915, and was re-elected in 1916, the second
term beginning in October, 1917.

For ten j^ears prior to his first election he
had served as deputy auditor and was thus
thoroughly qualified by detailed experience
for the duties of his present position. In
April, 1915, he was also appointed by Gover-
nor Willis as district tax assessor. He held
that office from April 1, 1915, to January 1,

1916, at which time the office under the law
was abolished. In the meantime he had taken
up his work as countj' auditor, and by his indi-

vidual motion Goveimor Willis vacated the
office of district tax assessor since all its func-
tions had been carefully performed by Mr.
Gillespie. He first became deputy county
auditor under F. W. Toan in 1906.

Mr. Gillespie has been one of the wheel
horses in the republican party in Wood
County for a number of years. At first his

efforts and activities were entirely for the
good of the party and to help his friends, and
it was through the urgings of his large fol-

lowing that he entered politics for himself and
not due to his personal inclination. In 1898
'Slv. Gillespie served as township assessor of
his native township, Plain.

He was born in Plain Township, near Ton-
togany, August 15, 1874. He was reared on
his father's farm, was educated in country
schools until sixteen, and after that attended
the public schools at Toutogany. For eight
years Mr. Gillespie was a successful teacher,

and many of his former pupils are glad to

claim his friendship. His school work was
done in his native township and in Washing-
ton Township.
Mr. Gillespie's family have lived in Wood

County since 1869, when the,y came from
Crawford County, Ohio. The family lived at
Portage until 1871, when his father bought
forty acres of land in Plain Township and
there spent the rest of his days as an active

and prosperous farmer. Ralph S. Gillespie is
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a son of "William T. Gillespie, who was born
near Dayton, Ohio, and is a grandson of Wil-

liam A. Gillespie, also a native of Ohio. The
earlier generations of the family had come out

of Scotland and for many years lived in Wash-
ington Coimty in Southwestern Pennsylvania.

After his marriage to Miss Smith, a Pennsyl-

vania girl, gi-andfather William Gillespie

moved to Montgomei-y County, Ohio, and in

the early days operated a canal boat from To-

ledo to Cincinnati, along the old Miami Canal.

He was well known among the canal men of

that period, and it is said that at times as his

boat was proceeding along the canal the tow-

path would be disturbed by the incursion of

wild Indians and savage beasts. Grandfather
William Gillespie died in old age.

As a young man William T.Gillespie learned

the trade of carriage maker, serving his ap-

prenticeship with a veteran in that industry

at Dayton, ]Mr. Bookwalter. Subsequently he

removed to Sulphur Springs in Crawford
County, and after his marriage started a car-

riage shop of his own. This he conducted un-
til he removed to Wood County in 1869, and
from that date until his death was a farmer.

He died in February, 1911, when eighty years

of age. William T. Gillespie was married in

Sulphur Springs, Ohio, to Sarah Rice, daugh-
ter of Isaac Rice, a native of Pennsylvania,

where he married Miss Simmons. Isaac Rice

took his bride to a pioneer home in Crawford
County, Ohio, and developed a farm from the

forest. To get supplies of food and the family

milling it was necessary to make the trip to

Maumee and Waterville. Isaac Rice soon

tired of this, and built a little mill of his own
on his own farm. There he did grinding not
only for himself but for all the people in that

district, and the mill was kept turning night

and day. Every phase of pioneer expe^nence

characterized the life of this worthy pioneer

couple. Their home was .surrounded by for-

ests and swamps, there was wild game in all

plenty, they lived in the rough log cabin home,
and with all the privations and lack of fa-

miliar modern comforts, they were happy,
sturdy developers of a new land. They lived

long and died after age had stooped their

shoulders. Both were members of the Ger-
man Lutheran Church. Mr. Gillespie's mother
died in IMareh, 1914, at the age of eighty-two.

She and her husband were active members of

the -Presbyterian Church and he was a repub-
lican.

William T. Gillespie was the youngest in a

family of ten children, and Ralph S. Gillespie

was the youngest of seven sons and daughters,

six of whom are still living. An unmarried
brother and sister still occupy the old home-
stead.

Mr. Gillespie was first married in Washing-
ton Township to Viola Potter, a native of

Wood County, where she was reared and edu-

cated. She died at their home in Washington
Township a year after their marriage, when
in the prime of vigorous womanhood. For his

second wife Mr. Gillespie married Cora Smith,

who was born, reared and educated at Weston
in Wood County. Mr. and Mrs. Gillespie have
three bright young children, William R., born
in 1913 ; Helen D., born in 1915 ; and Grace
E., born in 1916.

Mr. Gillespie is a member and keeps up ac-

tive connection with Lodge No. 755 of the In-

dependent Order of Odd Fellows at Ton-
togany, in which he is a past noble grand,

and was past exalted ruler of Bowling Green
Lodge No. 818 of the Benevolent and Protec-

tive Order of Elks and also belongs to Bowling
Green Lodge No. 158, Knights of Pythias and
to the Modern Woodmen of America. He and
his wife attend the Methodist Episcopal
Church.

Charles Smith, M. D. One of the veiy suc-

cessful physicians of Elida and Allen Coimty,
Dr. CImrles Smith is a native of this section

of Northwest Ohio, and has made his profes-

sion an opportunity for hard work and dili-

gent service to humanity.
He was born on a farm in Allen County,

October 2, 1882, and is a son of George C. and
]\Iaria C. Smith. His grandfather, Solomon
Smith, located on a farm northeast of Lima in

very early times, and along with farming com-
bined the trade of shoemaker. He spent his

last 3'ea.rs in Bath Township of Allen County.
George C. Smith went to Allen County with
his father when he was three years of age and
spent practically all his life as a farmer in

Bath Township, where he owned 160 acres of

land. His death occurred in 1898. There
were eleven children in the family, ten of

whom are still living.

Doctor Smith, who was the ninth in order of

birtli, grew up on the home farm and attended
the township schools of Bath Township until

fifteen yeai's of age. His higher education has
come as a result of his own resolute purpose
and energy. He lived at home until he was
twenty-one, and then attended the Elida pub-
lie schools a year and Lima College two years.

He was also a stiadent in Miami Universitv a
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year and from there entered the Ohio State

Medical College at Columbus, where he was
graduated M. D. with the class of 1913. Doc-
tor Smith at once returned to Elida and began
the practice which he successfully continues to

the present time. He was a member of the

board of health of his township for two years

and is now secretary of the Allen County
Medical SocietJ^ He also belongs to the Amer-
ican Medical Association, is a Knights Templar
Mason, and belongs to the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows and the Loyal Order of Moose.
In politics he is a republican.

Doctor Smith was married May 28, 1911, at

Elida to Jliss Zelma Bennedum, of Elida.

They have one son, Charles 0.

Earl R. Stouder is a merchant of Upper
Sandusky, has a flnelj' appointed store and
an unusually complete stock of clothing and
haberdashery, and is building up a constantly-

widening circle of patronage.

Mr. Stouder 's success in business is due to

long and thorough concentration of his abili-

ties in one line. He was born at Fort Wayne,
Indiana, in 1887, a sou of J. W. and Sarah
A. (Rea) Stouder. His father was at one
time in business as a merchant at Antioch,
Indiana, and when Eai-l was one year old the

familj- moved to Van Wert. Ohio. In that

Ohio eitj- Mr. Stouder attended school until

he was eighteen, having three years of the

high school coui-se. On leaving school he im-

mediately identified himself with commercial
work as an employe in the New York Store,

a general mercantile establishment. He was
there three years and then for six years was
at Tiffin, Ohio, with the Zirger Clothing Com-
pany. This company sent him to Upper San-
dusky as local manager for their store, but
after a year he engaged in business for him-
self on Wyandot Avenue with Mr. Fred War-
ner as partner, under the firm name of Stouder
& Warner. The.y opened tlieir store in 1915
and in 1916 Mr. Stouder bought out the in-

terests of his partner and is now sole pro-

prietor.

In 1906 he married IMiss Georgia E. Mounts,
of Van Wert, Ohio, daughter of J. E. and
Anna (Kunkle) Mounts. They have two chil-

dren: Eugene R., born in 1911; and Vir-
ginia M., born in 1915. Mr. Stouder has
identified himself with the best life of his

home community, is a member of the Chamber
of Commerce, the First Methodist Episcopal
Church, the Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks and in polities he is a republican.

John G. Weaver has been in the general
hardware at New Bavaria since the fall of
1892. Nearly a quarter of a century of re-

liable merchandising in one locality has proved
him not only one of the successful young
men but also a citizen of tlie highest stand-
ards and qualifications. Hundreds of peo-
ple in that section of Henry- Countj- have
patronized his store for years and all of
them are his wai-m personal friends.

For a short time before coming to New
Bavaria, ilr. Weaver was in similar busi-

ness at Holgate, Hemy County, and had
gone to that town from Reedtown in Seneca
County. For lliirteen years he was propri-

etor of a general country store in Seneca
County.
Mr. AVeaver was born at Waterville on

the Dutch Road in Lucas County, Ohio, May
13, 1844. When he was twelve years of age
his parents removed to Lorain Coimty, Ohio,

and when he was twenty he came to Henry
County. Mr. Weaver lived in Henrv CouutV
from 1865 to 1878, and in the fall of the

latter year, after his marriage, and after his

first child had been born, he i-emoved to Sen-
eca County and engaged in business.

His parents were John and Catherine
(Pitzeru) Weaver, both natives of ^Germany.
They were married in Germany, two chil-

dren were born there, and thej- then set out
to find homes in the New World, sailing

from Havre to New York. They were sis

weeks in crossing the ocean. They came
west to Detroit and then went south to Mau-
mee, where John Weaver found employment
on the canal. Later he rented laud and
eventually acquired the ownership of a small
farm. In 1865 he brought his familj' to

Pleasant Township of Henry County, and
he lived on the Ridge Road and developed a
good farm there. His good wife died in

Pleasant Township in the spring of 1876 at

the age of seventy-three. Later he went to

live with his son, John, in Seneca County-,

and died there in 1885. John Weaver, Sr.,

was born in 1801, and had a long and useful
career. He was a poor man when he came
to America, but by hard work and thrift did
well for hinxself and by his family. He was
a democrat, and he and his wife and children

were all members of the Catholic Church.
Of the three sons of the family that grew

up, John G. Weaver is the only one now
living. In 1876 in Pleasant Township of

Heuiy County he married ]\Iiss Susan A.
Spangler. Mrs. Weaver was born in Pleas-
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ant. Township Ortoliri- 27, l.s.')?, a daughter
of Gottlieb and Aiii], I i.Mrs-i Spang-ler. Her
father was born in iJiiviiria and her mother
in Luxembourg, German^-, her mother being
a sister of J. B. Mess. They canie to Amei'-

iea when young and were married at Defi-

ance. Ohio. Gottlieb Spangler was a shoe-

maker, also farmed, and a few ycais altn- his

marriage he removed to Pleasant Td^iiship,

buying land on the Ridge which he cleared

up and developed as a good homestead of

eighty acres. That was his home until his

death in 1900. His wife passed away July
1, 1901. They were also Catholics and Mr.
Spangler was a democi'at, taking an active

part in local affairs, and serving as town-
ship treasurer for a time.

Mr. and ilrs. Weaver have ten living chil-

dren. Erben, who is now a foreman in the

National Stove Works at Lorain, Ohio, is

.married and has four sons named Clarence,

Harold. Charles and Howard. Clara is the

wife of Joseph Minch, and they reside at

Bryant in Jay County, Indiana; their two
children are Paul and Lucile. Catherine

married L. A. Krupp, who is superintendent

of a ditching machine company ; their chil-

dren are Malcolm, Genevieve, and Leonr.

Joseph represents the Libbey AVholcsale

Hardware Company at Charleston, South
Carolina. He married Gertrude Caspen^- of

Charle.ston and their children are Beulah,

Floriau, Alberta and Joel. George is al

ttaehelor and still lives at home. Dorothy is

a seamstress living at Pindlay, Ohio. Frances
is tlie wife of Floyd Pritchai'd, who is with

the Overland Automobile Company at Omaha,
Nebraska; they have a daughter, Virginia.

Florian, who lives at Lorain, Ohio, married
Elizabeth ililler of Henry County and has

two children, Paul and Joseph. David, un-

married, is assisting his father in the store

at New Bavaria. Laiu-etta is still pursuing

her studies in the local schools. Mr. and ilrs.

Weaver and family are all members of the

Catholic Church, belonging to the Sacred

Heart Parish, of Pleasant Township. His
political affiliation is with the democratie

partv. and he has filled the office of township
clerk.

Joitx B. CooNROD, now serving in his fifth

consecutive term as .judge of the Probate
Court of Sandusky County, has long had a

prominent and viseful part in his home county.

Judge Coonrod was born in Riley Town-
shi]5 of Sandusky County July 13, 1866, a

sou of Henry and Nancy (Ellis) Coonrod.

His parents were also natives of Sandusky
County, his father born in 1836 and his mother
in 1838. The father died in 1914 and the

mother in 1908. The paternal grandfather,

John Coonrod, was born at Marietta, Ohio,

and he and his father, whose name was also

John, both fought in the W^ar of 1812. They
were stationed at Fort Seneca when the battle

of Fort Stephenson was fought within the

present limits of Sandusky County. After his

discharge from the army Grandfather Coon-

rod went to Pickaway County, married there,

and in 1821 settled in Sandusky County, tak-

ing lip a tract of Government land. He and
his family lived in log cabin days and endured
many privations in establishing homes in the

wilderness. Judge Coonrod 's maternal grand-

father, James Ellis, was of English ancestry

and birth and died when a young man^
Henry Coonrod was a farmer for a number
of years, was sheriff of Sandusky County from
1874 to 1878, and until a few years before his

death was keeper of the Ottawa Club House.

He was a member of the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows and quite an active figure in

democratie polities. He and his wife had
four children: Sarah, who lives in Toledo;

Judge Coonrod; Frank; and William, of Fre-

mont.
Judge Coonrod has had a very active career

and has had experience in different lines.

After completing the course of the public

schools at Fremont he was a teacher for ten

years. He also took a business course in the

Tri-State Business College at Toledo. For
several years he was on the Great Lakes, part

of the time as captain of a boat and later as

an engineer. From 1897 to 1903 he was
deputy probate judge of Sandusky' County
and in the latter year was elected .judge of

probate and has been retained in the ofSce

ever since, having been elected for his fifth

term in 1916.

Judge Coonrod was married in 1892 to Miss
Elnora Shepler, a native of Sandusky County
and daughter of Frank Shepler, who was a

marine engineer. Judge and Mrs. Coonrod
have three children : Glad.ys, who is clerk in

her father's office; Gertrude, now a student
in a business college; and Haldon, also in

school. The family are members of the Epis-
copal Church. Judge Coonrod is a democrat
and has done a good deal of work for his

party. He is affiliated with Lodge No. 169,

Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, and in

Masonry has membership in the Blue Lodge,
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Chapter, Council and Commandery. He is

also affiliated witli the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows, the Modem Woodmen of Amer-
ica and the Woodmen of the World.

His civic spirit and interest in the public

welfare have brought him various positions of

unremimerated trusts. He is a member of

the board of trustees of Birchard Library, is

secretary of the board of trustees of the Me-
morial Hospital at Fremont, and is secretary

of the trustees of the Masonic Temple. Dur-
ing the great Ohio floods of a few years ago
he was prominent in relief work. He is sec-

retary of this relief commission and in charge

of rescue work, and is president of the Fre-

mont Chapter of the American Red Cross

Society.

RuxTON S. Sweet, public accountant, city

auditor of Bowling Gi-een and for many years

secretary of the Wood County Fair Company,
has lived a life of serious interests and of ear-

nest capabilities and service in this section of

Ohio.

He was born near Perrj-sburg September
2, 1852, gi-ew up on a farm, and largely by
dent of his own efforts and through the lead-

ing of an earnest ambition he acquired a
liberal education and qualified as a teacher.

For twelve years he was engaged in educa-
tional work, and has never lost an opportunity
to benefit the schools of his home county. For
a time he was a student in Oberlin College.

Mr. Sweet is a scholarly man, and outside of

the duties that connect him with the public
welfare finds perhaps his chief delight in com-
pany with his books. He has been a reader as

well as a buyer of books, and has surrounded
himself with a fine library in his home at 120
East Reed Avenue in Bowling Green.
The Wood County Fair Company, of which

he became secretary in 1904, is one of the old-

est and most prosperous organizations of its

kind in Ohio. It is a corporation, capitalized

at $10,000, and maintained for the pur-
pose of conducting a local Wood County
Fair. It was incorporated in 1881, and
has held successful fairs ever\' year since
that date. The first president was A. J. Man-
ville and the first secretary, M. P. Brewer, both
of whom are now deceased. The second presi-
dent was R. W. Mc]\Iahan and the second
secretary was Frank A. Baldwin. Since 1914
the president has been C. D. Yonker. The fair
is one of the great annual events of Northwest
Ohio, and is noted not only for its races and
agricultural exhibits but for the many other

departments that serve as a stimulus to the

arts and crafts of home and industry. In
recent years about $7,000 have been paid an-
nually for the racing premiums, and more
than $7,000 for other awards. Largely
through the influence of Mr. Sweet a
sum of about $500 has been set aside

for the educational features. The public
school exhibit always attracts much atten-

tion. One of the events is the spelling con-

test, participated in by students from all the
county schools and prizes are paid to the six

best scholars and the aggi-egate individual
award to individual pupils and teachei-s

amounts to $70. All the directors of the Fair
Company are local citizens of Wood County.

Since 1910 Mr. Sweet has been city auditor
of Bowling Green. He was first appointed by
I. M. Taylor, a democrat, and has since been
elected three times as a republican. Once he
was elected on a citizens ticket in opposition
to a ticket nominated as a factional opposition
within his own party. Several years ago Mr.
Sweet was candidate for county recorder, be-
ing defeated by a very small majority. With-
out doubt he is one of the most popular citizens

of Wood County.
For many years Mr. Sweet has carried on

his profession as a public accountant. He was
formerly private secretary to the late Albert
E. Royce, a prominent gi-ain dealer of Bowling
Green and for twenty-seven j^ears president of
the Fair Company. In 1901 Mr. Sweet estab-
lished an office of his own as a public accourft-
ant, and has practiced his profession in addi-
tion to his various official duties. He is also
a member of the Board of Directors of the
Local Building and Loan Association and is

clerk of the city council. Fraternally Mr.
Sweet is a Lodge and Chapter Mason, is past
junior warden of his lodge and is past secre-
tary of Lodge No. 818, Benevolent and Protec-
tive Order of Elks at Bowling Green.

Mr. Sweet married in Troy Township of
Wood County Miss Emma J. Brough, who was
born in Troy Township in 1862, the daughter
of a substantial farmer in that district. " She
attended school taught by Mr. Sweet, and after
she had finished her studies she became the
wife of her former instructor. Mr. and Mrs.
Sweet have two children. Corrington G., aged
thirty-five, was educated in the p^iblic schools
and was given liberal opportunities to improve
his special talent as a musician. He is an ac-
complished violinist, and for a number of
years has been an orchestra leader and teacher.
He conducted orchestras in the Palace Hotel
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at Denver and in other cities, but for the past

five years has been located as a teacher in

Bowling Green and spends one day each week
'in his profession in Toledo. Geraldine, the

only daughter, is still at home and assisting

her father in his office. She was educated in

the Bowling Green High School and in the

Thomas Normal School at Detroit.

J.VMES Elmer Huntington, who has had a
long and active career as a farmer, and also

as a practical veterinary surgeon, is now living

largely retired at the Village of Van Buren
and is serving that community as mayor.
Mr. Huntington was born on a farm in Allen

Township near Van Buren in Hancock County
in 1854, a son of Anthony and Lucy (Camp-
bell) Huntington. His people are of Pennsyl-
vania German stock and in the early days they
left Harrisburg, Pennsjdvania, and came by
wagon across the country to Hancock County.
J. E. Huntington acquired a country school
educatiou, working on the farm in summer and
attending school in the winter. He not only
helped his father but worked out for neighbor-
ing farmers until he was twenty-one years of

age. He then began farming for himself and
continued that work actively for upwards of

forty years.

In 1875 Mr. Huntington married Rosa
Durst of Hancock County. Of their children,

all are living except Edward. Delia is the
wife of S. M. Decker of Mortimer, Hancock
County; Lilly is Mrs. Emanuel Carmine of

Beardstown, Ohio, and has a son Silas ; Frank-
lin Allen lives in Allen Township and by his

marriage to Debby Baker has three daughters,
Dorothy, Catherine and Marjorie; Charles
Anthony, living in Allen Township, manned
Edna Hall and has three children, Stanley,

Roseanna and Ellis H. ; Mary is the wife of

Paul Hosman of Akron ; Harley James, Fan-
nie Amelia, and Ada are still at home with
their parents.

As a youth Mr. Huntington showed excep-

tional natural talent for the handling of horses

and other livestock and doctoring them when
ill. Thus in early years he did a great deal of

amateur veterinary surgery, and finally took
the veterinary course at the Toronto Veter-
inary College, received an averaEre of ninety-

four per cent in his examinations and was
granted a diploma as a competent and thor-

oughly trained veterinary surgeon. He has
practiced his profession all over Hancock
County for the past eighteen years and prac-
tically all the farmers and stockmen in this

vicinity recognize the high value of his serv-

ices.

Mr. Huntington is a democrat in politics.

He filled the office of town trustee two terms
and in 1915 was elected for a two-year term
as mayor of Van Buren. He is a member of

the First Presbyterian Church and of the

Knights of the Maccabees.

Lewis E. jMillee, who is now filling the

office of county clerk of Putnam County, is

a veteran educator and was widely known for

his efficient services as a schoolmaster in Put-

nam and in other counties of the state before

entering upon his present duties at the court-

house in Ottawa.
Mr. Miller was born in Allen County, Ohio,

February 29, 1860. His parents were Jacob
and Barbara (Roeder) Miller. Barbara Mil-

ler, mother of L. E. Miller, was the daughter
of Michael and Barbara Roeder, who were
among the pioneers of Allen County, having
settled in that county about 1837. Jacob Mil-

ler, a native of Germany, on coming to Amer-
ica located in Allen County, Ohio, and for

several years followed his trade as a cabinet

maker. Eventually he took up the business

of farming, and for many years resided on a

well improved place of eighty acres in Allen

County and through the tilling of the soil,

combined with a good business practice, he

provided well for his family and home. He
died in Allen County in 1898. He was a

Christian in every sense of the word, and very
active in the Lutheran Church.
Of the family of ten children, eight are

still living, and Lewis E. was the fourth in

age. His early life was spent on a farm, and
he attended the ' district schools of Allen

County mitil his eighteenth year. After that

he lived at home with his father until he was
twenty-five, but in the meantime had taught

a number of terms. School work was congenial

to him, and he made a more than average

success of the profession. He taught many
schools both in Allen and Putnam counties,

and since 1880 his home has been in Putnam
County.

In 1911 Mr. Miller accepted a clerical post

in the office of secretary of state at Columbus,
and resided in that city for four years. In
1914 he was elected clerk of courts of Putnam
County, and the administration of that office

has received his complete time and attention

ever since. Mr. Miller is a courteous public

official, is systematic and thorough in keeping
the records of the office, and has made his
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office a factor iu the effieieut and prompt dis-

patch of public business.

3Ir. 3Iiller is a stanch democrat and has

for many yesn's been a leader in his party iu

Putnam County. He is affiliated with the In-

dependent Order of Odd Fellows.

On November 27, 1885, at Columbus Grove,
Ohio, he married lliss Waif Rimer, of Colum-
bus Grove. They are the parents of three

children: Clarence C, who married Aiiua
Boegel, of Lima, Ohio ; Wanda Wauketa, who
died at the age of twenty-two and was a suc-

cessful teacher and an accomplished pianist;

and Frances Fredericka, who married Leland
Good of Allen County.

C. Locke Curtis has been a resident of

Toledo for many years, and is almost equally

well known iu the newspaper field and in-

surance circles. He is district agent for the
Aetna Life Insurance Company, with offices

in the Ohio Building. For many years he
was connected with the Toledo Blade and
other Toledo papers.

'Mr. Curtis was boru in Cayuga County,
New York, September 2, 1860. His father,

Jolm A. Locke, was also a native of New York
and is now deceased, while the mother is liv-

ing at the age of eighty-four.

The second in the family of three chil-

dren, C. Locke Curtis, had the finest of home
advantages and a liberal education as his

preparation for a career of usefulness. He
attended tlie public schools and in 1883

graduated A. B. from Cornell University, lo-

cated in his native county. He took up the

study of law. His purpose to make a law-

yer of himself was defeated by the earnest

admonitions of his uncle,' who pointed out

the long road he would have to travel and
the constant battle to keep the wolf from
the door before he could attain any degree

of eminence in the profession. J\Ir. Curtis

therefore desisted from his studies and ac-

cepted his uncle's advice to enter the field

of .journalism.

Mr. Curtis became a member of the re-

portoi'ial staff of the Toledo Blade. He
found it congenial work and his youthful
enthusiasm soon promoted him to larger re-

sponsibilities. He served a.s city editor of

the Blade until 1889, then went for a time
with another paper, and iu 1890 did his first

work as a life insurance solicitor. He so-

licited insurance for three years, but in 1895
resumed his post as city editor of the Blade
and was connected with that j^aper until

1908, when he again took up life insurance

as district agent for the Aetna Life Insur-

ance Company. He ha.s done much to build

up the business of that company in Toledo
and ad.joining territorj-, and his name is as-

sociated with the strongest insurance men
in this part of the state.

I\Ir. Curtis is a member of the Toledo Com-
merce Club, the Toledo Life Underwriters
Association, and throughout his residence in

the city has manifested a deep concern in all

movements for civic betterment and improve-

ment.

E. B. Smith has played a varied and im-

portant part in affairs at Fremont for many
years. He is a lawyer by profession, having

"been admitted to the Ohio bar over thirty-

five years ago, but his practice has been much
interrupted by the pressure of business af-

fairs, and he is hardly known at all in the

court rooms and in the trial of cases. He
has been very successful in the handling of

oil interests, and is essentially a business man.
Mr. Smith was born at Green Springs in

Sandusky County, Ohio, April 1, 1851. He is

a son of Samuel H. and Charlotte (Van
Sickle) Smith, both of whom are natives of

New Jersey, where they grew up and married
and soon afterward came west to Sanduslrv

County, Ohio. Samuel H. Smith had learned

the tailoring trade in the East, but did not

follow it long. On coming to Ohio he opened
a small stock of general merchandise at Green
Springs. That was the nucleus and the start-

ing point of a very successful business career.

In the course of time he had a very large store

and numerous other interests. He also con-

ducted a bank at Green Springs, had a grain

elevator, and for a nmnber of years was a

pork packer. He traded extensively in farm
produce, and tlinuirh he never aspired to

political distiiictinii lie was one of the most
important men in and around Green Springs.

He was a repulilican as a voter, he and his

wife were active in the Methodist Episcopal

Church, and his life was distingiii-shed by
the quality of effort which he put into it with-

out lielp or influence from the outside. He
and his wife had eight children, seven of

whom are still living.

The third among these childi'en, E. B.

Smith, grew up in the Town of Green Springs,

attended the district school there and also had
a course in the college at Berea, Ohio, and in

the State University of Nebraska. Much of

the liusiness enterprise that characterized his
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fatlier was early manifest in his own career.

Wlien a young man he became a contractor

for the building of railroads. He assi.sted in

constructing the Wheeler & Lake Erie Road
from Bellevue to Fremont, and also the Nickel

Plate line from Fort Seneca to Bellevue. He
did some contracting with other roads. In
the meantime he had begun the study of law
in a private nftiee at Fremont, and was quali-

fied and admitlcd to the bar in 1881. For
sevi'r:d years he gave much of his time to

privatt- practice, but when the oil develop-

ment was at its height he turned to that busi-

ness and from it has made his chief financial

success. He now gives most of his time to

handling his oil interests. He is also at tlie

head of the Fremont Kraut factory and
nearly every enterprise with which he has

lieeu identified has been a paying venture.

Mr. Smith was married November 3, 1887,

to Miss Crissie Renick, daughter of John and
Amanda (Buckle) Renick. Her father was
born in Kentucky and her mother in Xenia,

Ohio. For man.y years her father followed

farming near Circleville. Ohio, and his family

of seven children grew up in that locality.

Besides Mrs. Smith three of the children are

still living. The Renick family is an old and
prominent one. Mrs. Smith's great-grand-

father, John Renick, fought as a soldier in

the War of tlic Revolution and tlirough that

ancestry Mrs. Smith has mcniliership in the

Daughters of the American Revolution. The
Renieks are Scotch-Irish, and they came to

Virginia from England in colonial times. Mrs.

Smith's grandfather. Thomas Renick. was
liorn in Virginia, went from there to Kentucky
and thence to Ohio, and early in the War
of 1812 he raised a company and served as its

captain. He fought at Fort ^Mcigs and at

other places in the northwestern territury.

]\Irs. Smith's maternal grandparents were
Rev. Abraham and Sarah CKing) Buckle, the

former a minister of the Methodist Episcopal
Church and of Virginia stock.

^Ir. Smith has one son, Renick Smith, who
was born in 1889 and is now business assistant

to his father. Mrs. Smith and her sou are

members of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
ilr. Smith is a republican without any further
jiolitieal a.spirations than his father showed.
He was the first chancellor commander of

Fremont Lodge No. 204 of the Knights of

Pythias, and is also a member of the Inde-

liendent Order of Odd Fellows.

•ToHN F. Gallier. Some very heavy and
important responsibilities are connected with

the office of county surveyor and engineer of

Wood County, the incumbent of which office

is ]Mr. John F. Gallier. IMr. Gallier is a civil

engineer by training and has followed his pro-

fession for thirteen years, most of the time in

some line of public service in Wood County.

He was first appointed county engineer and
surveyor by the board of county commis-
sioners in 1907 to fill a vacane.y. He served

timt term until 1909. In 1914 he was elected

to the office on the republican ticket, and was
re-elected in 1916. His second term begins

in 1917.

In the meantime, from 1909 to 1914, Mr.
Gallier was city engineer of Bowling Green.

He filled that office three terms by as many
appointments from the mayors of the city. As
county engineer Mr. Gallier has the super-

vision and the technical control of all the pub-
lie works carried on either through the agen-

cies of the township, count}' or .state in Wood
County. The administration of many details

connected with these improvements and pub-
lic works is of itself a vital and important
function and involves an enormous amount of

technical detail.

While the county was quite well ditched and
drained when he came into office, ilr. Gallier

has put in about forty miles of new ditches

and has improved about 160 miles of old

ditches. He also built about 250 miles of new
pike road in the county, and this is the largest

mileage at any similar period in the history of

the county. The turnpike roads are well ap-

portioned among the various townships, and
altogether Wood County now has more than
800 miles of good hard surface roads. Of
ditching, in the size which comes under Mr.
Gallier's supervision, there are now 1,200

miles, in addition to thousands of miles of

smaller and individual laterals b.y which Wood
County surface waters are thoroughlj' drained
and the agricultural lands redeemed to cul-

tivation. '

Mr. Gallier has spent most of his life in

Wood County. He is still a young man, about
thirty-nine, and was born in Lucas County,
Ohio. When he was four years of age he was
brought by his parents to Center Township
of Wood County. He is a son of Alfred G.
and Mary (Jones) Gallier, both natives of
England. His father was born in Hertford-
shire in 1848 and his mother in Wales. As
her name indicates, she is of Welsh family.
The Galliers were French originally, prob-
ably Huguenots, who left France on ac-

count of religious persecution and settled

in Southern England. Alfred G. Gallier
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was married near his native home in

England and two years later immigi-ated

to the United States. He lived in To-
ledo for some years and as an expert gardener
was employed by the Brunson estate seven
years. In 1882 he removed to Center Town-
ship of Wood County and bought the farm
where he and his wife still reside. Since buy-
ing this place they have surrounded them-
selves with all the comforts and conveniences
of life. There is natural gas to light and heat
their home, and an automobile to carry them
about over the fine country roads. Both
parents still retain much of the vigor of their

earlier years, and having reared their family
and liberally trained them they have every
reason to take their declining years in com-
fort and leisure. They are life long members
of the 'Episcopal Church and the father is a
republican who has held some of the local of-

fices in this county. John F. Gallier was the
third in a family of ten children, and the
vigorous stock is indicated by the fact that all

are .still living and all are married except one
son and one daughter.
John F. Gallier received his early education

in the common schools of Center Township.
He afterwards entered the Ohio Northern
University at Ada, where he specialized
largely in engineering and M'as graduated in
1904. He was married at Perrysburg in Wood
County to Miss Jessie Meeker, who was born
in Liberty Township of Wood County. Mrs.
Gallier is just four years younger than her
husband. She was well educated and has
proved not only an industrious homemaker but
a wise counselor to her hu.sband. Both are
active members of the Methodisi Episcopal
Church, in which he is on the oificial board.
Mr. Gallier is past chaneelor of Lodge No. 148,
Knights of Pythias, at Bowling Green, and is

also a member of Bowling Green Lodge No.
818 of the Benevolent and Protective Orde'-
•of Elks.

Charles D. Yonkee, secretary of the Bowl-
ing Green Commercial Club Company and
president of the Wood County Fair Company,
is a veteran business man of "that city and has
spent practically all his life in its environs.

Mr. Yonker has been secretary of the Com-
mercial Club since its organization. This
club is an incorporated companv. The date of
its incorporation was Januarv* 11, 1910. Its
capital stock is $10,000. At first the organiza-
tion was something in the nature of a board of
trade, but subsequently its purposes and ob-

jects were broadened and its object is now
stated as a means of promoting the best inter-

ests of all who live in the city, including the

inducement for new factoi'ies and industries to

locate there, and generally to make the town
a better place to live in. Its membership is

composed of business and profe.ssional men,
and in fact public spirited citizens generally,

and there are now approximately 200 mem-
bers. The membership list is in fact a direc-

tory of the progressive, enterprising and pub-
lic spirited citizens of Bowling Green.
The first president of the club was B. A.

Gramm, and the present officers are: J. H.
Lincoln, president; Judge E. M. Fries, vice

president; C. B. Eberly, treasurer; and Mr.
C. D. Yonker, -who has served continuously as

secretary from the beginning. The nine di-

rectors, well known local citizens, are: J. B.
Baird, Dr. F. D. Hallack, S. F. Canary, J. N.
Easley, F. P. Riegle, James English, F. H.
Prieur, Robert Place and J. E. Ladd.
Much practical work has been done by this

organization since it was instituted. Perhaps
the most conspicuous benefit conferred upon
the community was in securing the location of

Bowling Green as a site for the State Normal
School. A]iother benefit is a branch of the
H. J. Heinz System of his fifty-seven varie-

ties which is the largest in the United States
outside of his main plant.

Mr. Yonker was born near Bowling Green
in Wood County, August 10, 1855. In 1866
the family moved into the city, and after a
^ather brief education in the local schools Mr.
Yonker began clerking in a local drug store.

That experience opened the way for his first

independent activities as a business man and
in 1889 he established the Yonker Drug Store
at tne corner of Main and Wooster Streets,

now the home of the Wood County Savings
Bank. Mr. Yonker continued in the drug
Inisiness and finally sold his store about the
time he took up insurance work. He has been
engaged in the insurance business for the past
sixteen years, with offices in the Yonker Block
on West Wooster Street. His connection with
this company has been continuous for four-

teen years. For two years Mr. Yonker was
also ti-aveling passenger agent for the Cin-
cinnati, Hamilton & Dajrton Railway Com-
pany.

His ancestors had their home in Holland,
where the name was spelled Youngkers. The
immigrant ancestor was his great-grandfather,
who after coming to America lived in Pennsyl-
vania, where he died. Among his children
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was Charles Yonker, grandfather of the Bowl-

ing Green business man. Charles Yonker was
born in Pennsylvania, married a native of that

state, and was an early settler in Columbiana
County, Ohio. His wife died there several

years later and early in the '50s he moved to

Wood County and established a home at Prai-

rie Depot, where he cleared up and developed

a farm. During the early '60s he bored the

first well for gas in Wood County. Lack of

equipment prevented the success of this early

experiment. It was impossible to sink the bore

far enough to strike the gas stratum. Charles

Yonker and his second wife ^pent the rest of

their lives in Wood County, and he and both

his wives iirc lnirii-il in Oak Grove Cemetery.

In these earli.r --iicrntions some of the fam-

ily were M(t'il.l,ll^ts and others were Luther-

ans. Charles Yonker was a democrat. Four
of his sons, Henry H., John, Edward and.ilad-

ison, did their loyal part as soldiers of the

Union during the Civil war. They all went

out from Wood County and all were in Com-
pany C of the One Hundred and Forty-fourth

Ohio Volunteer Infantry. They saw much
active service, and after the war returned to

Wood County and spent their lives there.

These four old soldiers are now at rest in the

cemetery at Bowling Green.

Henry H. Yonker, father of Charles D., was
born at Fairfield, Ohio, September 23, 1830.

He attended local schools and became a skilled

cabinet and wood worker. He followed his

trade in Medina County, where he married

Mary Gunsaulis. She had come to that county

with her parents from Harrisburg, Pennsyl-

vania. In 1856 Henry Yonker moved to the

wilds of Center Township in Wood County.

He went through all the hardships and experi-

ences connected with establishing a farm and
home in the woods, and after ten years he re-

moved to Bowling Green and in association

with Captain Kitchen and IMr. Lindsley estab-

lished a planing and sawmill. Tliis plant

turned out large quantities of building sup-

plies of all kinds. Besides his part in the

management of the mill, Henry Yonker con-

tinued work at his trade as cabinetmaker. One
of the important services of the cabinetmaker
at tliat time was the making of caskets. It

was not customary' for undertakers to carrj-

a supply of coffins as at present, and the

casket was Tisually manufactured by a local

cabinetmaker for the immediate occasion. In
this trade and through his various business

activities Henry Yonker lived an exceedingly

profitable life. He died in Bowling Green,

November 6, 1900, at the age of seventy. His
wife, who was born September 19, 1834, passed
away in May, 1904. She was a member of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. Henry Yonker
was long affiliated with Wiley Post of the
Grand Army of the Republic and was a repub-
lican in politics. The children of this worthy
couple were: Charles D., John L., Sarah,
Dr. Lewis L., Frank C. and Arthur H. The
son John L. was accidentally killed in a hotel
elevator at Van Wert, Ohio, in 1889, when
thirty years of age and unmarried. Sarah
was the wife of Edward Sears, and both are
now deceased, two children surviving them,
Sherman and Foster. The son Frank C. was
killed in an automobile accident at Toledo,
Februaiy 4, 1910. He was then forty-four
years of age and is survived by his widow and
only daughter, El Leen, who live in Bowling
Green, the daughter being a student in the
local high school. Arthur H. is in the real
estate and life insurance business at Fostoria,
Ohio, is man-ied but has no living children.

Dr. Lewis L. Yonker, brother of Charles D.,
gi-aduated from the Dental School of Vander-
bilt University at Na.shville, Tennessee, with
the class of 1888. He began practice at Bowl-
ing Green and for thirty years has been the
leading dentist of the city. In 1892 he built

the Yonker Block on West Wooster Street.

He is prominent in dental associations, being
a member of the County, State and National
Dental societies, and was formerly a member
for one term of four years for the last two
years has been secretary of the Ohio State
Dental Board. Doctor Yonker was mar-
ried in Cincinnati to Belle Goldamer, a
daughter of Rev. Julius Goldamer, a Jewish
rabbi, who was closely associated with and
intimate friend of the noted Rabbi Wise, for-

merly of Cincinnati and later of New York.
M!rs. Yonker has long been prominent in
Wood County educational affairs. She was
formerly a school principal and for some years
past has served as a member of the Board of
School Examiners.
Mr. Charles D. Yonker married in Bowling

Green, in 1875, Rebecca L. Leonard. Mrs.
Yonker was born in Seneca County, Ohio, but
was reared and educated near Bowling Green.
She also taught school for a time. Their old-

est child. Pearl ^l., born in 1876, graduated
from the Bowling Green High School and is

now the wife of Fred E. Kershner, a baker at

Delphos, Ohio. Earl B., bom in 1882, is a
graduate of the Bowling Green High School
and is now connected with the Childs Restau-
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rant Company at Toledo. He married Nellie

Holstein.

Mr. Yonker and his brother Doctor Yonker
are .both prominent members of the Knights
of Pythias lodge at Bowling Green. Mr.
Yonker is a charter member, having joined

the organization thirty-four yeai'S ago. He
has served as chancellor commander of the

order. He and his brother are also members
of the Associated Post of Wiley Post, Grand
Army of the Republic at Bowling Green. Mr.
Yonker has been a vigorous and influential

republican and has served on all the county
and local committees of the party.

Charles Bruce McKinney. It is the for-

tune of some men to live long enough to wit-

ness mighty changes, greater than ever
visioned by them during the days of their

forceful, ambitious youth. However, all of
those who make up this class do not have the
siitisfai'tiiiii of knowing that they have borne
tliiir part in the development of their com-
iniuiitii's, for it takes more than the desire to

do good and accomplish something worth
while. In order to attain the best results an
individual must have the capability, energj^

and aptness to either direct compelling forces

or carry out the ideas of directing power.
One of the representative men of Wood
County, whose services in relation to oil de-

velopment have made his name widely and
prominenth' known, is Charles Bruce ]\Ie-

Kinney, who has been a resident of the Pem-
berville community for a quarter of a cen-

tury, and who is now living retired after a
career devoted unreservedly and successfully

to the oil industry.

Charles Bruce ]\IcKinney was born about
one mile from Seneca. Venango County, Penn-
sylvania, April 15, 1837, a son of Samuel and
Raehael (McKinny) McKinnej^ and comes of
Revolutionary stock on both the paternal and
maternal sides of the family. His paternal
grandfather, who passed practically his entire

life in Center County, Pennsylvania, as a
farmer, was a private in the patriot army dur-
ing the winning of American independence,
and his maternal gi-andfather Dunn also an
agi'iculturist by vocation, lived in Westmore-
land Comity and held the rank of general in
the same struggle. Samuel McKinney was born
in Center County, Pennsylvania, in 1790 or
1791, and grew to manhood in that commu-
nity, where he was married to Raehael Mc-
Kinny, who in spite of having thfe same name
was no relative. Samuel McKinney was a

volunteer soldier during the War of 1812,
and among other engagements was in the bat-

tle of Lake Erie, whei'e he performed so gal-

lantly that he was voted a medal by his

state, accompanying which was a letter of
commendation of his valiant services. In 1833
he took his family across the mountains into

Venango County, Pennsylvania, where he set-

tled on a farm, and there rounded out a use-

ful and industrious life, dying in 1871, when
in the neighborhood of eighty-four years of

age. Mrs. McKiime.y survived him until 1892
and was well advanced in years at the time of

her demise. Tlfty were consistent members
of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, and
active in its work, and Mr. McKinney was a

republican from the time that party was or-

ganized. Of their twelve children, eleven

grew to maturit.y, ten married and four are

still living, these being: Frances, the widow
of a Mr. Bruce and now eighty-five years of

age; Samuel H., now retired at the age of

eighty-three years, a well-to-do and prominent
citizen of Venango County, Pennsylvania,
where for many years he was engaged in agri-

eultnral and oil operations in Cranberry
ToT^^lship, married, and the father of fifteen

children ; Amelda, of Oil City, Pennsylvania,

widow of A. J. Gates, has children and many
descendants in various parts of the Keystone
State; and Charles Bruce.

Charles Bruce McKinney was educated in

the public schools of Venango County, Peun-
sylvHiiia, and also in Alleghany Cijilege at

^Feadville, Pa., and grew to manhood on his

fatlier's farm. It was in 185S, when he had
just reached his majority, that oil was first

discovered there, -n-ithin ten miles of his home,
and his sight of the first well was the decid-

ing factor in changing the whole course of

his career. The fii-st well at Oil City held a
strong attraction for him, and he at once
decided that his success would be made in that

field of endeavor and he was not long in se-

curing an interest in a well in his home com-
munity. His success in his initial venture
proved encouraging, and he went along stead-

ily in Venango County, sinking many wells

and producing much oil, until 1892. By that

time he had become convinced that Ohio of-

fered a better field for his operations and he
accordingly came to Wood County and located

at Bradner, where he remained about one
.year, then removing to Pemberville, which
has since been his home. Here he soon be-

came one of the most prominent and active

operators in this field, sinking as many as
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100 wells, a number of which he himself lo-

cated. Perhaps his greatest producer was on

the Tomb farm in Seueea County, Ohio, a

gusher which produced over 70,000 barrels of

oil. While he is now retired from active pur-

suits, he is still the owner of a number of

properties, and holds fast to the faith that

any man who legitimately stays with the oil

producing business during his life time will

ultimately reap a handsome competence and
be able in his declining years to enjoy the

comforts of life, as IMr. McKinney is now do-

ing. Few men have been better known in this

field of endeavor, not alone in Wood, but in

Sandusky, Seneca and other eoixuties of Ohio,

and in Pennsylvania, and no man has enjoyed

in greater degree the confidence and respect

of his fellowmen. His life has been one char-

acterized by straightforward and honorable

dealing, and his integi'ity has never been ques-

tioned.

IMr. McKinney was married IMarch 16, 1870,

at Enterprise, Warren County, Pennsylvania,

to Miss Anna L. Brandon, ^^ho was born in

Schenectady, New York, September 10, 18.50,

and there reared and educated. In young
womanhood slie went to Pennsylvania, where
she met and married Mr. McKinney, and has
since proved a helpful and willing partner in

his career, a faithful wife and a devoted
mother. They became the parents of the fol-

lowing children: Herbert E., an oil opera-

tor at TifSn, Seneca County, Ohio, married
Frances Edna Patton, a Wood County girl,

and has three children, Rus.sell, Louise and
Charles; Jennie, who is the wife of H. L.

Bacon, of tlie Electric Oil Refining Company
of Toledo, and lias a son, Bruce H. ; and Ray-
mond B., associated in the oil business with
his brother at Tiffin, Ohio, married iliss May
Bruning, of Pemberville, and has three chil-

dren, William, Eleanor and Samuel. Mr. and
Mrs. McKinney also reared Mrs. ilcKinney's
nephew, II. L. Brandon, now manager of the

National Supply Company of Electra, Texas.

He married Gladys Dennis and has a son,

Herbert Lloyd, Jr. IMr. and Mrs. ]\IcKiuney
are members of the Presbyterian Church. His
political views make him a republican.

Phillip Grummel. While he has long been
rated as oiir of thr influfiifial luisiness men
of Tiffin, Pliilli], (li-inii 1 lir-aii his career
in the hniiil)!*' cinMiiiistiiiiccs of irspectable

poverty. Hard work has tnrneti tlic scale in

his favor and he is at once one of the oldest

and best known citizens of Tiffin, where he

lias lived nearly sixty years and continued
active in business afl'airs until quite recently.
He was born in Germany December 15,

1828, a son of Phillip
" and Elizabeth

(Schmidt) Grummel. His parents sj^ent all

their lives in Germany. His father was a
laboring man. Phillip was one of four chil-

dren l)y liis father's second wife. He has
one living sister, Lizzie, who is now a widow
living at Lima.

ilr. Grummel received a very limited edu-
cation in Germany. When he arrived at TifBn,
Ohio, he brought nothing with him except un-
limited energy and a willingness to work.
For several years he was emijloyed as a da.v

laborer. After five years, having by earnest
ett'ort accumulated a very modest capital, he
engaged in the saloon business and from that
went into a grocery store, following wliicli he
was again a saloon man, and then became a
liardware merchant. Through these ^arinus
ventures he had accumulated considerable cap-
ital. He went on the bond of a local brewery
for the sum of $6,500 and on a note for .$1,500,

making a total of $8,000, and finally had to

take over the property and manage it himself.
The Tiffin Brewery has been in the hands of
the Grummel family ever since 1888, but it is

now the iiroju'i-ty and under the management
of Mr. Grummel 's children. Mr. Grummel's
lousiness record at Tiffin covers all the years
.since 1859.

In 1857, three years after coming to this

city, he married Elizabeth Bower, who was
boi'n in Germany and died at their home in
Tiffin in January, 1913. Ten children were
born to them, eight of wliom are living. Fred
is in the hardware "business at Tiffin: John
is in the brewery at Tiffin; Henry is in the
local brewery; Albert is the manager of the
brewery; Otto is in the brewery; Mary mar-
ried Jack Haggerty, of Toledo, Ohio- Tillie

married William Hartzel and lives in Upper
Sandu.sky, Ohio; and Cora is at home with
her father. The two deceased children of Mr.
and Mrs. Grummel were Phillip and William.
Phillip was for some years in the hardware
business and afterwards associated with his

father in the brewery. He married IMayme
Zipful and had one child, Eugene, now of

Toledo, Ohio. William died at the age of

two years.

]\Ir. Grummel is an active member of the
Second Reformed Church. He possesses the
German love of music and possessing a good
voice was identified with local musical affairs

for manv vears. Politicallv he is a democrat.
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Mr. Gruinmers mother died when he was

ten years of age. His father married again,

and was soon stricken with tuberculosis. At
that time young Phillip was sixteen years old

and had to work early and late to keep up
his sister and father. He had none of the

usual pleasures and recreations of the average

boy and life became steadily serious with him

at an early age. Along with industry he has

kept an incorruptible character for honesty

and has eminently deserved his steady promo-

tion from the ranks of day laborer to the posi-

tion of a wealthy man. At one time he owned
three different business enterprises. At an-

other time he was in debt to the extent of

$45,000, but there was never a time when he

did not have confidence in himself and his

ability to pay out in full. Mr. Grummel is

owner of a large amount of city property in

Tiffin and in other places, including a farm of

sixty acres near Tiffin. His own home, at

the corner of Perry and Sandusky streets, is

one of the most comfortable in the city.

Curtis Miller Wiselky is sole proprietor

of Wiseley & Company, hay, grain and gen-

eral produce dealers in Findlay. Mr. Wise-

ley has built up a large and prosperous

business. He became connected with this

line a number of years ago as a partner

and gradually acquired entire control.

He does a general commission business

handling fruits and produce, hay and grain,

his specialty Ijeing hay. The business is lo-

cated at 219 Broadway in Findlay.

Mr. Wisele.y represents old and prominent

families in this section of Ohio. His par-

ents, Daniel S. and Elizabeth (Miller) Wise-

ley, were successful farmers in Marion

Township of Hancock County. The first an-

cestor of the name George Wiseley came from

Scotland about 1700 and located in Pennsyl-

vania. Mr. Wiseley 's ancestors are Scotch

on both sides. His grandfather, William

Wiseley, moved from Pennsylvania to Ohio,

locating east of Carroll in Fairfield County,

and cleared up a tract of Government land,

living a number of years in a log cabin, the

material of wliich pioneer structure is still

in use. Another ancestor,- Allen Wiseley,

conducted a tannery at Findlay as early as

1809, when the entire village comprised only

thirteen cabins. Mr. Wiseley is also descended

from Major Bright, who came to Hancock
County on horseback in 1909.

Curtis M. Wiseley was born in Marion
Township of Hancock County in 1872, and

liad the advantages of the eountiy schools

plus one tenn in Findlay College. When
he was fifteen years of age he was working
out among the neighboring farmers and earn-

ing his own living and that was his chief

experience and vocation until he was nine-

teen. In 1891 Jlr. Wiseley went to the Far
West, and spent one year in California work-
ing on ranches and as a section hand.
He was still working for others when at

the age of twenty-three he married Miss Effie

E. Bright, daughter of Charles and Cath-

erine (Carnes) Bright. They were married
in 1896. Mrs. Wiseley is also of a Marion
Township family, and while her parents

were Brights, and Mr. Wiseley is related to

the Brights on his father's mother's side,

there is no blood relation between Mrs. Wise-

ley and her husband. I\Ir. and Mrs. Wiseley

are the parents of a household of children

whose names and ages are: Evelyn Bright,

boi-n in 1898; Catherine Elizabeth, born in

1901; Ruth, bom in 1905; Dorothy, bom in

1908; Charles Robert, bom in 1914; and
Richard Allen, born in 1916.

After his marriage Mr. Wiseley became
an oil worker and had an extensive experi-

ence over Ohio and other fields, being em-

ployed in that line for six years. He then

went with D. C. Davis, grain and commis-

sion merchants at the same location in Find-

lay, where j\Ir. Wiseley now conducts his busi-

ness. He was with that firm until 1909, when
he bought an interest and subsequently ac-

quired the entire business. He now employs
between ten and twenty-five men and the vol-

ume of trade aggi-egates $250,000 a year.

Success has come to him by hard work and
the faculty of making use of his experience

and enlarging upon his opportunities.

Mr. Wiseley is one of the well considered

citizens of Findlay, is a republican in poli-

tics, a member of the Commercial Travelers

Association and of Lodge No. 400 of the

Knights of Pythias. He and his family at-

tend the Howard Methodist Episcopal

Church.

Carl F. Steinle, active head of the Steinle

Construction Company of Fremont, is one of

the ablest and most successful building en-

gineers in Northwest Ohio. The business of

which he is now the head was founded and
for many years conducted by his father and

uncle.

Since he organized the Steinle Construction

Company, Carl F. Steinle has used the or-
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gauization and the discipliued facilities of the

company in handling some of the largest

building contracts in and around Fremont.

The resources of the company are adequate to

the fulfillment of contracts of almost any size

or character. The business has been brought

to a high state of efficiency. Hundreds of

smaller buildings have been erected, and some
of the more important contracts might be men-
tioned as follows: The $35,000 plant of the

Deissel Wemmer Cigar Company at Delphos

;

the Pike School, at Bellevue, costing .$35,000

;

the $100,000 high school at "Delphos ; the

$30,000 public library at Delphos; the Com-
munity Mausoleum at Milwaukee, Wisconsin,

costing $100,000; the People's Bank Building

of Clyde, Ohio, $40,000; the Rutherford B.

Hayes Memorial Building at a cost of $50,000

;

the State Normal College at Bowling Green,

including the Administration Building, $200,-

000 ; the Dormitory, $100,000 ; Science Build-

ing, $100,000 ; and Training School, $100,000
;

the First National Bank Building of Fremont,
$100,000 contract; the JMemorial Hospital of

Fremont, $100,000; and the Masonic Temple
Building, at a cost of $150,000.

Mr. Carl F. Steinle was born at Fremont,
Ohio, August 8, 1878, a son of Joseph and
Caroline (Gretz) Steinle. Both parents were
born in Germany and are still living at Fre-

mont. Caroline Gretz was born February 9,

1849. Her parents died in Germany, and in

1864 she came alone to the United States at

the age of fifteen. She made her way to the

home of her sister in Fremont. Caroline

Gretz was a daughter of Peter and Magdaline
(Longendefer) Gretz.

Joseph Steinle was born in Germany Feb-

ruary 2, 1845, and at the age of eight years

came to the United States with his parents,

Joseph and Anna (Grodwold) Steinle. For
three years the family lived in Gallon, Ohio,

and in 1857 settled in Fremont. Joseph
Steinle began w'ork at the carpenter's trade

and at the age of twenty-two started in busi-

ness for himself as a contractor. He continued

actively until 1898, when he was able to turn

over most of the cares of the business to his

son Carl. For thirty-six years he was asso-

ciated in business with his brother Oswald
Steinle, under the firm name of Steinle

Brothers. When Carl F. Steinle entered the

firm it was organized as the Steinle Brothers
Company, but six years later was reorganized

as the Steinle Construction Company, of which
Joseph Steinle is president, while Carl is

secretarv, treasurer and soneral manager.
Vol. in—38

Jo.seph Steinle is a democrat in polities. His
wife is an active member of the Lutheran
Church. They had only two children. The
daughter, Charlotte Steinle, died in June,
1914.

Carl F. Steinle was graduated from the

Fremont High School in 1895. He then en-

tered the Ohio State University at Columbus,
where he completed his engineering and archi-

tectural courses in 1898. Subsequently he
took special work in architectural engineer-

ing. Though his father was a prosperous
business man, he early learned to depend upon
his own efforts and displayed a business en-

terprise when only a school boy. At the age

of thirteen he worked during the summer va-

cations in the hardware store of Gast & Lang
at Fremont. Before going to university he
worked at the carpenter's trade. In 1898-99

he was foreman for the Columbus Construc-
tion Company at Columbus and on returning

to Fremont he entered the Steinle Brothers
firm, where he remained in a subordinate ca-

pacity from 1900 to 1904. He was then made
a member of the firm and in 1911 he bought
the interests of his uncle and had the prac-

tical executive management of the Steinle

Construction Company since that date. The
company is capitalized at $10,000 and all the

stock is held in the family.

Mr. Steinle is Past Exalted Ruler of Fre-

mont Lodge No. 169, Benevolent and Protect-

ive Order of Elks, and is also a Knight Temp-
lar Mason and Shriner. Politically he is a
democrat and has shown much interest in civic

affairs, though his business has made heavy
demands upon all his time and energy.

Mr. Steinle was married December 10, 1903,

to Miss Ella Elizabeth Kramb, who was born
in Lindsey, Sandusky County, Ohio, daughter

of Jacob Kramb. Her father was a merchant
at Lindsey, was born in Germany, served in

the American Civil war as a Union soldier,

and for three terms filled the office of county

recorder of Sandusky County. Mr. and Mrs.

Steinle have three children: Miriam, aged
thirteen ; Robert Lynn, aged twelve ; and
Freda Elizabeth, aged nine. The children are

all in school and are being given the best of

home and school advantages.

Isaac L. Stinbbaugh, deputy county sur-

veyor of Wood County and city engineer of

Bowling Green, has given the best years of his

life to the civil engineering profession, and his

skill and competence need no word of recom-
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mendation or praise in a community where his

services are so well known.
He has been engaged in many large public

works and private contracts in addition to the

routine duties of his public ofiSce, and many
of the most important improvements made in

Wood Countj^ in recent years have been
planned and supervised by him. He first

served as deputy county surveyor under El-

mer E. Spaffor'd, being appointed in 1904.

In 1908 Mr. Gallier appointed him his deputy
and in 1913 he was again made deputy county
surveyor. Mr. Stinebaugh has been a civil

engineer for thjrty-five years. For 3i/^ years

he was deputy surveyor under Arthur Hatch
in Lucas County.

Isaac L. Stinebaugh was born on a farm
near Bloomville in Seneca County, Ohio, Febru-
ary 16, 1863. He is of old Maryland family
and ancestry. His parents, I. B. and Nancy
E. (Long) Stinebaugh, were both born in

Seneca County, Ohio, his father in 1829 and
his mother in 1836. Their respective families

were pioneers in that county, coming from
Maryland and setting up their homes in the
midst of the lieavy forest. They cut down
the trees and cleared up a portion of the
wilderness and spent the rest of their days
in that community. I. B. Stinebaugh and wife
after their marriage located on the old Stine-

baugh farm in Seneca County and it was
their home until ten years ago, when thej^ re-

moved to east of Tiffin, where they are still

living, hale and hearty in spite of the many
years of their lives. Both are active in the
Free Will Baptist Church. I. B. Stinebaugh
served for thirty years as trustee of his home
township. He began voting as a free soiler

and has been a republican since the birth of
that party.

Isaac L. Stinebaugh grew up on the home
farm, and early qualified as a teacher, which
he followed along with his work as a practical

surveyor and engineer. He carried on higher
studies in the Ohio State University and was
graduated in 1892 in the civil engineering
department. Since leaving college he has
given all his time to engineering. He was in

Seneca County and for seven years was in

Ottawa County, and the remainder of his

service has been rendered in Wood and Lucas
counties. Mr. Stinebaugh owns a fine residence

at Bowling Green. He married in this city

Ada Bodett, who was born in Wood County
and is a graduate of the Bowling Green High
School. For the past thirteen years she has
been emploj-ed as a deputy in various county

offices and is now deputy county auditor of

Wood County. Mr. and Mrs. Stinebaugh were
married in 1916. Mrs. Stinebaugh is a regular
attendant and active member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. Politically Mr. Stine-

baugh 's actions have been in line with the re-

publican party. He is affiliated with the INIa-

sonie Lodge at Bloomville, with the Royal
Arch Chapter at Tiffin, and with the Knights
Templar and the Scottish Rite bodies at To-
ledo. He also belongs to the Knights of

Pythias at BloomviUe.

F. M. Hopkins, editor and publisher of tlie

Fostoria Daily Review, is an Ohio newspa-
per man of -n-ide experience, was trained as

a lawyer and was in the practice of that pro-
fession before he took up the newspaper
business. /

Mr. Hoplrins was bom in Epworth, Iowa,
July 12, 1875, a son of T. M. and Augusta
(Brown) Hopkins. Both parents M-ere born
in Ohio and his grandfather, T. Hopkins, is

also a native of this state and spent his life

here as a farmer. The maternal grandfather,
Charles Brown, was born and reared at Park-
man, Ohio, was also a farmer and lived to be
a hundred years old. Mr. Hopkins' father
is now deceased. He and his wife were mar-
ried at Parkman, Ohio, and went West to

Iowa, in which state he served twenty-one
years in United States marshal's office. He
was a thirtj-second degi'ee Llason and a mem-
ber of the Independent Order of Odd Fel-

lows and in politics was a democrat. During
the Civil war he was four years in Company
G of the Twenty-first Iowa Regiment. He
was first sergeant of liis company. He and
his wife were members of the Congregational
Church.
The only one now living of three children,

F. M. Hopkins received his early education
in Dubuque, Iowa, graduating from the high
school in 1892. He graduated from tlie Iowa
State University in 1895 and in 1896 was
admitted to the bar and was in practice at

Dubuque until 1898. With the outbreak of

the Spanish-American war in that year he be-

came first sergeant in the Forty-ninth Iowa
Regiment of Volunteers and was in service

for thirteen months, After his honorable dis-

charge he resumed practice at Dubuque and
remained in that city from 1899 until 1903.

In the latter year he gave up the legal pro-

fession and at Toledo became a reporter on
the Times. In 1904 he went with the Toledo
Blade as city editor and held that position
until 1911, when he became managing editor
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of the Toledo Times. In 1913 Mr. Hopkins
came to Fostoria and bought the Daily Re-
view. He has done much to vitalize and in-

vigorate this leading paper of Seneca County
and it now has a circulation of 2,700 and there

is also a large job printing establishment.

Mr. Hopkins is a republican in polities and
in 1916 was publicity director for the State

of Ohio. He has made himself a factor in

many local affairs, having served as president

of the chamber of commerce two years, as a
chairman of the executive committee of the

Red Cross, and is a director in various bl^si-

ness organizations. He is also one of the

board of. directors of the Fostoria Country
Club. Mr. Hopkins married in 1899 Caro-
line B. Bertholet, who was bom at Prairie du
Chien, Wisconsin. They have three children,

Edmond, Constance and Virginia, all in

school, Edmond being a senior in high school.

Paul Beckett Shoop is one of the aggi-es-

sive and enterprising young business men of

Upper Sandusky and at the age of twenty-
four has proved his right and ability to stand
alone in the competition for success.

Mr. Shoop is a native of Wyandot County
and was born on his father's farm at Indian
Mills east of Upper Sandusky in 1893. He
is of Pennsylvania Dutcli and English stock.

His great-grand father Shoop came from Hol-
land to Peniisylvaiii,! in early times. He is

a son of Nathan and Zilla (Beckett) Shoop.
His father spent his active career as a farmer
and is still living on the old homestead. The
mother died there in 1913.

As a boy Paul B. Shoop attended the coun-

try school of Indian ]\Iills during the winters,

and was at home doing his part on the farm
in the summer seasons. When he was fifteen

years of age he passed the Boxwell-Patterson
examination and on his creditable showing
was given a free scholarship in the Upper
Sandusky High School. He was a student
there the full four years, graduating in 1913.

The following year he spent at Columbus as

a student in the Bliss Business College, and
in order to pay his board and room rent he
worked in a restaurant. His first business

position was as stenographer at Columbus,
but he left that in a short while and for a

year was general clerk witli M. Stanton &
Company at Columbus. The next year he
put in as a traveling representative of the

Interstate Educational Society of New York
selling music and other goods over Central

Ohio. He proved his ability as a salesman.

and in that work acquired some of the capital

which subsequently enabled him to go into

business of his own. After leaving the road
he returned to the home farm and assisted his

father a short time, and then became insur-
ance and financial clerk in the financial de-

partment of the Quaker Oats Company of
Cliicago, putting in two years with that firm.

In January, 1917, Mr. Shoop returned to

Upper Sandusky and bought the American
Steam Laundiy plant, of which he is now
.sole proprietor. This is one of the best laun-
dries in Wyandot County in the matter of

equipment and excellence of service and Mr.
Shoop is doing much to extend its trade and
facilities. He has several agencies through-
out tlie surrounding territory, and now has
about all the business the plant can handle.

In 1916 Mr. Shoap married Gladys Evelyn
Seligman, daughter of Charles and Bertha
(Ewing) Seligman, of Upper Sandusky. Mr.
Shoop is a republican and has been quite ac-

tive in pai'ty affairs. Inducements have been
held out to him by the leaders of the party
to become a candidate for office but he has
never followed them up. He is a member of

the First ilethodist Episcopal Church, of

Lodge No. 176, Free and Accepted Masons,
and belongs to the Columbus, Ohio, Young
I\Ien's Christian Association.

Cdoyce Edward Overholt, one of the lead-

ing dentists of Hancock County, is a native

of Northwest Ohio, and )>v tliorouti-h prepa-
ration, hard work and (Mnisiant sludy lias at-

tained tiiat enviahh' ])ositi(in whei'e his work
is not oidy remunerative but is appreciated
fur its iinality of excellence.

Doctor Overholt was born on a farm east

of Van Buren in Hancock County in 1881, a
son of J. C. and ]\Ielissa (Baker) Overholt.

He is of German and Englisli stock. His
great-grandfather came fi-om Germany and
settled in Westmoreland County, Pminsylva-
nia. Doctor Overholt "s ancestors were sol-

diers in the American Revolution and some
of the family also fought in the Civil war.
When he was four yeai-s of age his father

removed to Findlay, and in that city Doc-
tor Overholt acquired his education in the
jiublic schools. He attended the high school

and from that entered the Ohio Medical Col-

lege at Columbus in 1902. In 1905 he fin-

ished the course of the Dental School and
was graduated D. D. S. For two years Doc-
tor Overholt practiced at Eaton in Preble
County, and left a promising business there
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to remove to Findlay iu the fall of 1907. He
lias his offices en South Main Street and has

every modem equipment of the up-to-date

dentist. Every year Doctor Overholt attends

the State Dental Association meetings and
by constant association with the leading mem-
bers of the profession he is seeking to im-

prove and inci-ease his own ability to per-

form skilful work. He is a member of the

County, State and National Dental associa-

tions. Fraternally he belongs to the Benevo-
lent and Protective Order of Elks, and iu

polities is a republican.

"William Beuce James. The work of Wil-

liam Bruce James as a lawyer at Bowling
Green has been distinguished by a fidelity to

every interest committed to his charge, and by
the performance expected of a thoroughly

ciualified, cultured and loyal gentleman. Mr.

James practices as a member of the firm of

Ladd, James & Ladd, and is now serving his

fourth term as city solicitor.

Mr. James began practice with a training

and experience of a thorough literary as well

a^ professional education. In 1904 he grad-

uated A. B. from the Tri-State College at An-
gola, Indiana, subsequently spent one year in

the classical course in the University of Michi-

gan at Ann Arbor, and then prepared for his

profession in the law department of the Uni-

versity of ^Michigan, where he was gi-aduated

in June, 1908. In the same month he was ad-

mitted to the bar and at once began practice

at Bowling Green. In 1909 he was elected

city solicitor, and has continuously filled that

office to the present time. Since 1909 he has

also been qualified to practice in the federal

courts.

Mr. James is a member of the Wood County
Bar Association, is aiBliated with Bowling
Green Lodge No. 818, Benevolent and Protec-

tive Order of Elks, Plymouth Lodge No. 157,

Knights of Pythias, at Bowling Green, Wood
County Lodge No. 112, Free and Accepted
Masons, and is popular in these fraternities

and among all classes of citizens.

He wa,s bom at Bradner, Wood County,
March 7, 1883. When he was six j-ears of age

he was taken to Sandusky County and he grew
up in the country, and with the advantages of

the local schools qualified as a teacher, a voca-

tion he followed two yeaip before he entered

the Tri-State College at Angola, Indiana. He
is the only son and child of Rinaldo and Ke-
turah (James) James, both of whom were
born in Morrow Countv, Ohio, where thev

were married. Rinaldo James is a farmer
and stock raiser.

William B. James was married at Bowling
Green to Bessie Yeager. Mrs. James was born
in Missouri March 10, 1886, and when she
was fourteen years of age her parents returned
to Napoleon, Ohio. Her father, Loi-euzo D.
Yeager, subsequently went back to Missouri
and died in that state when past middle life.

His widow is now living at Bowling Green,
and though past threescore is still diligent in
looking after her household duties. 3Ir. and
Mrs. James have two children: Robert M.,
born Febraary 25, 1912; and Norman W.,
bom October 20, 1914. Mr. and I\Irs. James
are members of the Christian Church and in

politics he is a republican.

H. C. DeRax was admitted to the bar and
l)egan practice at Fremont twenty-four years
ago. He has a practice second to none in

Sandusky County in point of importance and
value, and the local bar recognizes him as

one of its leading and most brilliant members.
His work in the profession has been character-
ized by sound learning, thorough experience
and a ready ability to cope with all the exi-

gencies that a lawyer must meet in a varied
and extensive practice. He is also a man
of literary tastes, and when his business justi-

fies it he finds his greatest delight in his

library.

Mr. DeRan was born in Fremont, Ohio, De-
cember 17, 1872, a son of Dennis and Ann
(Flumerfelt) DeRan, both natives of Ohio.

The paternal grandfather was also Dennis De-
Ran, a native of Ireland who settled in Ohio
about 1836 and took up Government land,

which he developed as a farm. The maternal
grandfather, Daniel V. Flumerfelt, was a na-

tive of New Jer.sey and was one of the earliest

pioneer settlers in Seneca County, Ohio, where
he located in 1807. Dennis DeRan, father of

the Fremont lawyer, was born in Sandusky
County December 7. 1846, while his wife was
born in Seneca County in May, 1847. They
were married in Sandusky County and they
are now living retired at Tiffin. Dennis De-
Ran spent his active career as a farmer. He
and his wife had three children: H. C. De-
Ran; R. L. DeRan, an attorney at Tiffin; and
Zoe, wife of Minor Raymond, a.ssistant secre-

tary of the Webster Manufacturing Company
at Tiffin.

Reared on a farm. H. C. DeRan early de-
termined that the country should not bound
the horizon of his opportunities and with a
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persistence and energj' nnusual in a boy of his

age he steadily kept at his education until he

had graduated from one of the best universi-

ties in the couutiy. He attended tin' disirii't

schools, and afterward took the liteiary i-oursu

in the National Normal University at Leba-

non, Ohio. He took post-graduate studies in

the University of Michigan and was graduated

from the law department of that university

in 1893. Admitted to the bar in the same
year, he began practice at Fremont and his

practice ha.s always followed genei-al lines.

He also has interests in various manufactur-

ing concerns and is the owner of two fine

farms in Sandusky County. Politically he is

a democrat, and he represented Sandusky
County in the State Legislature from 1897 to

1901.
' He is also a member of the County

and State Bar associations, and is affiliated

witji the Independent Order of Odd Fellows

and the Benevolent and Protective Order of

Elks.

Mr. DeRan was married in 1907 to Mabel
Hubbard, a native of Fremont and a daugh-

ter of John Hubbard, a traveling man. They
have two children : Catherine and H. C, Jr.

J. E. Kelly was graduated with the law
class of 1897 from the Ohio Northern Univer-

sity at Ada, was admitted to the bar the same
year, and has since been in active practice at

Bowling Green. With twenty years of expe-

rience he has accumulated a large practice and
a high standing in local professional circles

and is a man of unusual accomplishment.

Mr. Kelly has membership in the County
and State Bar associations, is a past chancel-

lor of the Knights of Pj-thias and also active

in the Benevolent and Protective Order of

Elks. For two years he served on the Board
of Public Works at Bowling Green and was
also a member of the city council. As a repub-

lican he has been influential in local polities,

and has been delegate and committeeman in

party affairs and in judicial, congressional and
county conventions.

Mr. Kelly was born near Custar in Wood
County March 7, 1870. He grew up in the

county and acquii'cd his higher education in

the- normal schools at Fostoria, Ohio, and Val-

paraiso, Indiana. For a number of years he
was a successful educator and turned from
school work to prepare for the law. As a di-

version from his law business Mr. Kelly looks

after two fine farms near Bowling Green.
These farms aggregate 265 acres, all in a high
condition of improvement and well stocked.

jMr. Kelly is a thoroughly practical farmer,

and has made his land profitable as well as a

source of great pleasure to him as a side occu-

pation.

Mr. Kelly's father, Alfred Kelly,was a prom-
inent oldtimer in Wood County, and a re-

markable man not only for his service ren-

dered as an educator but as a reformer and a

man who carried the ideas of progress over a

large section of country. In many ways he

was years ahead of his time in the principles

he advocated, and he went about as a pioneer

of his ideas, doing good, and by lectures and
personal contact with the people doing much
to enlighten public opinion. He was of Irish

stock and was born in Ohio and for many
years taught school. Most of his teaching was
done in the public schools and his influence

was as valuable and beneficial to the older

people as to the younger generations who
came to him daily in the schoolroom. He mar-
ried Emeline Crum, also a native of Ohio and
of Pennsylvania parents. She was also an
educator. Alfred Kelly died at the age of

eighty-three in 1903. Though he saw active

service as a member of Company I of the One
Hundred and Forty-fourth Ohio Volunteer
Infantry during the Civil war, he escaped
without wounds or capture. His widow is

still living at the age of eighty-four and is

quite vigorous for her years. She is a member
of the United Brethren Church, while Alfred
Kelly was an active Presbyterian. Mr. J. E.
Kelly differs from both his parents in matters
of religion and is a Methodist. The older
generation of the Kellys were quite prominent
in the Presbyterian Church, and some of them
became preachers. Six of the children of

Alfred Kelly and wife are still living out of

the seven who were born to them. These
children are all married and all have children.

]\Ir. J. E. Kelly was married in Seneca
County, Ohio, to Miss Maude Knepple.who was
born, reared and educated in Seneca County
and was a teacher before her marriage. They
have one daughter, Eleanor Jean, who was
born in 1910.

Harry J. Hall is head of the firm Hall &
& Son, coal merchants and paving contractors
at Findlay. This is a business which has been
developed through a long period of years
and has had the resources and enterprise of
three successive generations of the Hall fam-
ily. Harry J. Hall was formerly in business
with his father and recently has taken his own
son into partnership.
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Hancock County has been the home of the

Halls since early times. The Halls are a very

old English family and have been in America
many generations. Hariy J. Hall was born in

Findlay September 15, 1867, a son of Charles

B. and Ellen (Coontz) Hall. His mother is

of German stock. Charles B. Hall is still liv-

ing in Findlay, now retired, and for many
years was in the dry goods business. He is a

"democrat and was elected two terms, from
1878 to 1882, as sheriff of Hancock County
and for many years was trustee of the local

cemetery.
Harry J. Hall attended the public schools

of Findlay, and at the age of eighteen left

high school to begin work for former ilayor

Fry of Findlay, at wages of .$1.50 a week.

He continued that employment for three years

and was then appointed mail clerk under W.
S. Hammaker for a year.

Mr. Hall next became associated with his

father under the firm name C. B. Hall & Son
in the operation of lime quarries, and this

company had the first natural gas lime kiln

in Northwest Ohio. It was situated on West
Lima Street in Findlay. Hariy J. Hall was
bookkeeper for the firm three years and then

became an active partner in the business.

After one year the industry was closed out

and C. B. Hall & Son turned their attention

to the coal business and to paving construc-

tion. The old title of the firm continued from
1895 until 1916, when the senior partner

retired and Harry J. Hall took his son, Charles

R., as a partner, under the name Hall & Son.

They are now among the leading coal dealers

in Hancock County and furnish coal on large

contracts. They also have the organization

and the facilities for paving construction on
a large scale and are now doing three-quar-

ters of the street paving in Findlay.

Harry J. Hall married in 1892 Marian V.

]\Iiller, "daughter of R. C. Miller. His only

son, Charles R., was born April 6, 1893. He
has proved himself an aggressive j-oung busi-

ness man. Charles R. Hall married in 1912
Audrey Chapman, daughter of "Sir. and Mrs.
Harry Chapman. They have one daugh-
ter, Mary Jane, born December 30, 1915.

Mr. Harry J. Hall is a democrat in poli-

tics. He is affiliated with the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks and is a member of

the English Lutheran Church.

William T. Mooney. When Judge Wil-
liam T. ilooney entered the eternal sleep that
knows no awakening in this world. "Auglaize

County lost her most brilliant and distin-

guished son"—in the words of the Auglaize
County Democrat. The end came quietly and
peacefully after a long illness at his home in

St. Marys, on November 29, 1904. The death
was not unexpected but the shock to friends
and relatives was none the less severe. The
St. Marys Daily News expressed the feeling

of his home community in the following
words: "In the death of Judge Mooney St.

Marys Icses her most distinguished citizen and
one who had a place in the heart of every
resident of the town. He was loved and re-

spected not only because he was distinguished

in his profession and had attained high honor
in that direction, but he was loved by those
who enjoyed his personal acquaintance be-

cause of the warm friendships he had formed
and the warm, noble heart that was always in

evidence. He was a man full of love and
charity, benevolent to a large degree and with-

out selfishness when the rights of others were
to be considered. He gave freely of his able

advice and wise counsel to those who sought
it and to the poor and needy he was liberal,

never failing to help those who needed help
nor to respond to a cause when convinced that

it was a worthy one."
William Thomas ilooney was a sou of

Michael J. and Catherine (Salmon) Moonej*,

and was born in St. Marys on November 14,

1862, and had just passed his forty-secontl

birthday at the time of his death. He was a

brother of Daniel F. and Joseph J. Mooney,
sketches of whom also appear in this work.
He was educated in the public schools of St.

Marys and graduated from the high school at

the age of sixteen years. In the same year he
entered the Ohio Normal University at Ada,
from which institution he graduated with
high honors in 1882. During this time he
taught the country schools in the neighboi--

hood of his home, and in 1883 was elected

principal of the Normal Academy at Cold-
water, Ohio. He entered upon the study of

the law and began its practice in 1885 in St.

Marys in partnership with Dixon Edgerton.
Not satisfied with his preparation, he forsook

the practice and entered the Cincinnati Law
School in 1886, for lie was determined to' be-

come thoroughly prepared for his life work.

During both the junior and senior years he
carried the honors of his class by attaining the

highest grades of any member, and when he
graduated in 1888, the head of the institution,

Dean ahd former-Governor Cox paid him the

compliment of saying that he was the most
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thoroughly equij^ped student that had ever

left that school.

From tile very beginning of his practice

success came to him and his business grew
rapidly. In 1891 he formed a partnership

with J. H. Goeke. The first i^olitical honor
attained by Mr. Mooney was an election to

the office of the city solicitor of St. Marys,
which office he filled for two terms. In 1892
a vacancy occurred on the common pleas

liench and Mr. Mooney was nominated by the

democratic party to till the unexpired term.

Although only thirty years of age at this time,

there was no opposition whatever in the con-

vention to his nomination. He was duly
elected at the ensuing election and was chosen

for the full term in 1S9-1 and for a second
term in 1899. The work on the bench gave
Judge Mooney the opportunity to exercise in

fidl measure the legal attainments he had
acquired. It proved that he had been richly

endowed by nature with the judicial tempera-
ment. He soon took rank among the best

known and most competent jurists of the state,

sustaining in the highest degi-ee the confidence

reposed in him by his party and the people.

In 1900 Judge Mooney was nominated by his

party for the office of judge of the Circuit

Court, and was elected by an overwhelming
majority. This position he held at the time

of his death. In 1895, at the state convention

held in Springfield, Ohio, the democrats

placed him in nomination for the judge of the

Supreme Court, but he was defeated with the

rest of the democratic ticket.

Of his varied attainments the Kenton Press

said: "In every department into which he

subdivided his energies and activities Judge
Mooney excelled. At the bar he was a bril-

liant advocate ; on the bench, a learned judge

;

in the foriim, a magnetic orator. Aggressive,

industrious, keen of intellect, he gathered in

all the real grain of experience and wafted
oft' the chaff. He gi-ew day by day, developed,

broadened. But liody could not keep pace
with mind."
As a campaign orator, Judge Mooney was

very able and forceful and his services were
greatly in demand. To this work he always
gave freely of his time, and his reputation as

a speaker extended far beyond his own judi-

cial district, which included nearly all of

Northwestern Ohio. At the state convention
held at Zanesville, Ohio, in 1889, Judge
]\Iooney was the temporary chairman of the

convention and delivered the keynote speech,

which was widely and enthusiastically com-

mented upon by the press of the entire state.

He was also made pei'manent chairman of that
convention.

In 1892 Judge Mooney was united in mar-
riage to Miss Mary Spellacy, of ConneautviUe,
Pennsylvania. His marriage was a most
happy one and six children came to bless their
home. The private life of Judge Mooney was
of the same high character as his public
career. He was a man of strong convictions
on moral subjects and in religion, as he was
in political and secular matters. He was a
faithful and devout member of the Catholic
Church and never failed in his religious

duties. He was a member of the Knights of

Columbus and also of the Benevolent and Pro-
tective Order of Elks.

Many touching tributes were paid to Judge
ilooney by the press and pi'ouiinent men from
many sections of the state. One of the most
touching, because coming fi'om one who knew
him so well, came from Hon. J. H. Goeke, of

Wapakoneta, a former partner and congress-

man from this district. "WiUiam Thomas
Mooney, the friend of this bar, the hope of

our people, the example of all that is good and
great, the lawyer, the judge, the gentleman,
the good citizen, in the words of an eminent
writer, 'wrapi^ed the drapery of his couch
about him and laid down to pleasant dreams.

'

His musical tongue is stilled, his beaming eye
is closed and his great career is ended. It is

hard for me to comprehend that he lives no
more, but it is the truth. I saw him breathe
his last. He died a Christian death; he died
a martyr to his work on the bench in the dis-

charge of his duties to the people. His re-

ward, God alone can give; a cro\^^l of dia-

monds and eternal perfect happiness are none
too good for him."

Daniel F. Mooney, of an old and influen-

tial family of Northwest Ohio, has added not

a little to the prestige of the family name by
his own abilities and services as a capable

lawyer and latterly in the diplomatic field.

Mr. Mooney is present United States Minister

to Paraguay.
He was born at St. Marys, Ohio, January

16, 1865. His father, Michael IMooney, who
was born in County Leitrim, Ireland, emi-

grated to the United States in 1847, a passen-

ger on an old fashioned sailing vessel. Com-
ing to Ohio in 1851 he first located in Fair-

field Countj' and later removed to St. Marys.
There he made a very creditable business rec-

ord. He was almost a pioneer in the insur-
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ance field, and he developed that specialty to

pronounced success. For many years he was
with the Michigan Mutual Life Insurance

Company, at first as district agent, then state

agent, and finally as agent for the three states

of Ohio, Kentucky and West Virginia. He
also became one of the directors of the com-

pany. Michael Mooney married Catherine

Salmon in 1862. She was boim in Maryland
and died in 1908, while Michael Mooney
passed away in 1907.

These worthy parents had ten children, and
of the six survivors Daniel F. is the oldest.

One of his brothers was the late Judge Wil-

liam T. Mooney, one of the most popular

judges who ever sat on the District Bench in

his part of the state. Still another brother is

Joseph J. Mooney, who followed his father in

the insurance business and is now vice presi-

dent and general superintendent of agencies

of the Michigan Mutual Life Insurance Com-
pany, living at Toledo.

Daniel F. Mooney graduated from St.

Marys High School in 1882. About that time

he was given an appointment to the United

States Military Academy at West Point, but

after some consideration he declined and de-

cided to follow a civil career. Some years

after leaving high school he entered the Ohio

State University, where he was graduated
LL. B. in 1894. He at once began practice

and quickly acquired a lucrative business as

a lawyer. From the first he showed an inter-

est in polities, as a force in good government,

and from 1896 to 1900 served as city solicitor

of St. Marys, an office in which he made a

splendid record. In 1908 Mr. IMooney was

elected a member of the Ohio Senate, serving

one term, and in 1912 was re-elected for a sec-

ond term. His force of character and nat-

ural ability made him prominent and one of

the most influential members of the senate.

Mr. Mooney is personally genial and affable,

a good mixer, makes friends wherever he goes,

and temperamentally was a diplomat before

his appointment into that service.

On January 30, 1914, President Wilson ap-

pointed Mr. Mooney Envoy Extraordinary

and Minister Plenipotentiary to Paraguay.
This important position he has since filled, his

residence being at Asuncion, the capital. Rep-
resenting the largest republic in America, his

position has been one of the greatest impor-

tance during the troublous times of the pres-

ent war. His activities and personal popu-
larity deserve much credit for the fact that

Paraguay has adopted its attitude of benevo-

lent neutrality toward the United States. The
Paraguayan and Buenos Aires newspapers
have at various times spoken highly of the
work that he has done and praised his part in

international relation. On August 29, 1914,

a peace treaty between the United States and
Paraguay was signed. This signalizes a new
epoch in the relations between the two coun-
tries, which in times past have not always been
the most cordial, and in fact have disclosed a

number of serious differences. This treaty

prevents the two countries from ever becom-
ing hostile to each other, and binds them to

refer all matters of difference to arbitration,

ilr. Mooney has always been a democrat in

polities. He is unmarried and a member of
the Catholic Church.

Joseph J. Mooney. In the insurance field

there is no one name that is more significant

of successful ability in management and busi-

ness getting than that of Mooney. Joseph J.

Mooney, now vice president and general su-

l^erintendeut of agencies for the Michigan
Mutual Life Insurance Company of Detroit,

is a son of the late Michael Mooney, who was
identified with the same company and was
one of the directors primarily responsible for

its upbuilding and its large hold on this sec-

tion of Ohio. Joseph J. Mooney is one of

Toledo's most popular and best known citi-

zens. He is a brother of Daniel P. Mooney
and the late Judge William T. Mooney,
.sketches of whom appear elsewhere.

He was born at St. Mai*j's, Ohio, April 9,

1868, a son of Michael and Catherine (Sal-

mon) Mooney.
The oldest son of the family was Judge

William T. Mooney, who died in 1905, at a

time when his future was bright with promise

as a lawyer and jurist. Through his work in

the insurance field the late Michael Mooney
accumulated a generous prosperity. He was
not only successful from the material point of

view, but his name represented the best quali-

ties of commercial character and integrity.

He died at St. Marys, Ohio, February 3, 1907,

and his wife passed away there in March,
1908. It is but summing up a reputation that

was more than local when it is said that no

woman ever lived in St. Marys who came
nearer fulfilling the highest ideals of a wiie

and mother than ilrs. Michael Mooney.
Joseph J. Mooney has for many years been

a practical man of affairs, and yet he started

life with a liberal education. He attended the

St. Marys schools and in 1888 graduated from
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the commercial department of Canisius Col-

lege, a Jesuit institution in Butt'alo, New
York. For a time he read law with his

brother at St. Marys, Ohio, but was not ad-

mitted to the bar, since early in his studies

he realized that his talents and inclinations

were for other lines. He left the law to be-

come cashier in his father's insurance ofSce.

Somewhat later he was made assistant super-

intendent of agencies in Ohio, West Virginia

and Kentucky, and in 1897 he was elected a

director of the Michigan Mutual Life Insur-

ance Company. His Toledo office is in the

Nicholas Building, and for a number of years

he has been active in Toledo citizenship.

In national politics he is a democrat, but
locally is an independent worker for good
government. Soon after Hon. Brand Whit-
lock, now United States Minister to Bel-

gium, was elected mayor of Toledo, Mr.
Mooney was appointed a member of the Uni-
versity Board, but at the mayor's request he

resigned to accept the office of president of

the Board of Public Safety to Toledo. When
that board was abolished by the Legislature,

Mr. Mooney was appointed Director of Public

Safety of "Toledo by Mayor Whitloek and
served until January 1, 1914, wln-ii .Muvor

Whitloek retired. In 1908 he was iinuiiiuited

by an independent'movement for the ollicc of

state senator, but was defeated.

Mr. JMooney is a member of the cathedral

pai'ish of the Catholic church of Toledo, is a

member of the Toledo Club, the Knights of

Columbus and the Benevolent and Protective

Order of Elks, of which organization he is a

past exalted ruler. Mr. ilooney is the type of

man whose presence means much for good in

any community. He has unquestioned integ-

rity, is genial and warm hearted, and has a

host of personal friends and stands for the

best in social and civic life.

On February 16, 1909, Mr. Mooney was
married to Miss Adele Block. Miss Block
prior to her marriage had made a name for

herself on the American stage. She was asso-

ciated with such noted stars as E. H. Sothern,

Virginia Harned, Henrietta Crossman and
Bertha Kalich. She was the original Iris in

the production of Lew Wallace's Ben Ilur.

Mr. Mooney became acquainted with her while

she was a member of the Casino Stock Com-
pany at Toledo. Mrs. IMooney was born in

Boston, Massachusetts, and is a woman of rare

culture and charm. She graduated from the

New England Conservatory of Music and in

her dramatic work was held in high esteem by

the eminent plaj-ers to whom she gave such
splendid support. The marriage of Miss
Block and j\ir. Mooney took place in the Fifth
Avenue Cathedral of New York City, liev.

Father O'Counel of St. Francis de Sales

Church of Toledo officiating. Among the

guests were Hon. and Mrs. Brand Whitloek,
the former being at that time mayor of To-
ledo. Since her marriage Mrs. Mooney has
given up the stage and resides with her hus-

band and mother at 2263 Parkwood avenue,
Toledo.

Charles A. Rahn, one of the successful

business men of Findlay, has made his posi-

tion secure in the commercial world as a

result of many years of steady and reliable

industry. By trade he is a harness maker,
and he has made that trade the medium of

his most important service to the world and
out of it has developed his present extensive

business, the Rahn Harness Shop, at 602
South Main Street in Findlay.

Mr. Rahn was born in Middleburg Town-
shii^ of Cuyahoga County, Ohio, March 26,

1858, a son of Karl Gottlieb and Sophia (Al-

brecht) Rahn. His father was born north

of the City of Berlin in the Province of

Pomerania, July 9, 1828. The parents were
married in the old countiy and in 1857 they

emigrated to America, voyaging on a sail-

ing vessel for six weeks and bi-inging their

two children. They proceeded iuunediately

to Middleburg Town^ship of Cuyahoga
County. For one year Karl Rahn worked
as a woodchoppe'r for the Big Four Railroad.

He lived in the woods where his work was
and the first habitation of the Rahns in this

country was a log house. He also followed

farming to some extent and was employed
in the Berea stone quarries as a quarryman
until 1873. He had been thrifty and sav-

ing of his earnings and thially bought sev-

enty acres in Columliia Township of Lorain

County. On that farm with ils increasing

comforts and advantages he lived until his

death in 1895. Charles A. Rahn liad two
brothers and one sister.

His birth occurred in the old log house of

J\liddleburg Township of Cuyahoga. County
and he grew up chiefly in the country dis-

tricts, where liis first schooling was obtained.

He also spent some time in the Berea public

schools and in the Baldwin College at Berea.

From the age of fifteen until twenty-one he

was engaged in farming in the summer sea-

sons, while each winter he studied in coun-
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try school or in Baldwin University. Jacob

F. Eckert taught him the harness trade at

Berea. His apprenticeship continued for two

yeai-s, at wages of $25 a year, and then for

a time he worked at his trade as a journey-

man. Despite the meagei'ness of the stipend

he managed to save a little money. In 1882

j\'Ii-. Rahn opened a shop of Ms own on Broad-

way in the City of Cleveland. That was

the^ location of his shop for sixteen years. He
then moved to Woodland Avenue and his

business was conducted on that thoroughfare

for another twelve years.

In July, 1910, Mr. Rahu came to Findlay

and opened his first harness shx)p at 524 South

:\Iain Street. Fifteen months later he re-

moved to the J. Ewing Building on East

Crawford Street, but in January, 1917, came

to his present location at 602 South ]\Iain

Street. He does general harness manufac-

turing and repairing and also carries a large

line of automobile tii'es and accessories.

Mr. Rahu was married in 1884 to Miss

Etta B. Weed of Oswego County, New York.

There were two children of this marriage.

Earl William, born in 1891, and Carl, born

in 1894. Earl was married in July, 1916,

to Miss Mabel Parsons of Cleveland. For

his seeoud wife I\Ir. Ralm married in 1907

ilrs. ilary ilosher, of Cleveland, daughter

of John Smith. In politics "Sir. Rahn is re-

publican. He is an active and public spir-

ited citizen and is member of the Findlay

Commerce Club.

W. C. Bellinger has been a resident of Fre-

mont and one of the coming business men,

the architect of his own destiny, and though

when he was married he had only $50 to

his name, he is now at the head of a well

situated and prosperous drug business and is

also enjoying the honor and confidence of his

fellow citizens to the extent that he is serv-

ing as president of the school board of the

city.

Mr. Bellinger was born at Fremont Novem-
ber 9, 1879, a sou of Charles and Mary
(Renehler) Bellinger. His mother, who is

stiU living at Fremont, was born at W^uertem-

berg, Germany, in 1841. The father was born

in Hesse Darmstadt, Germany, came to Buf-

falo, New York, wheu a young man, and soon

afterwards settled at Fremont, Ohio, where
he married. He was a harness maker and
saddler bj^ trade, and followed that through-

out his active career. He was a hard worker,

and did all he could to provide good home

training and advantages for his family. He
was an active member of the Grace Lutheran
Church, was afQliated with the Masonic order

and a democrat in polities. He and his wife

had eight children, and the five now living

are: Tillie, wife of C. F. Michael, a farmer
in Sandusky County; Carrie, wife of L. P.

Wickeland, a machinist at Genoa, Ohio; Wil-

liam, who is an employee in the Henkel Com-
pany 's works at Fremont; Gertrude, wife of

Archibald Lilly, a plasterer at Fremont ; and
W. C.

W. C. Bellinger attended the public schools

of Fremont and was in the second year of

high school when he begau learning a trade.

After several years he became identified with

the Simple Account Sales Book Company and
worked with that firm one year. For about

eight months he was employed as an inspector

in the Claus Shear Company. He was then

pi'oprietor of a small store for a year and
then went on the road for the Simple Account
Book Company and sold their goods for two
years.

Mr. Bellinger entered business for himself

by purchasing a half interest in a drug store,

and is uow member of the firm Hetrick &
Bellinger, an establishment that is one of the

best stores in the drug line in the City of

Fremont.
On September 21, 1902, Mr. Bellinger mar-

ried Miss Hadie Hetrick, daughter of Daniel

Hetrick. Her father was a farmer during his

active career and died in Fremont. Mr. and
Mrs. Bellinger have two children: Eloise

and Marion, both of whom are students in the

local schools.

The family are members of the Lutheran
Church. Mr. Bellinger has passed all the

chairs in the Subordinate Lodge of Odd Fel-

lows, is a member of the Encampment, and
in politics is a democrat. He has taken much
interest in the cause of education, and has

lieen continuously a member of the school

l)oard of Fremont for seven years. He is

now in his fourth consecutive year as presi-

dent of the board.

Hox. Frank W. Thomas. Among the lead-

ers who participated in the general overturn

of political traditions in Ohio in 1916, an in-

teresting part was taken by Frank W. Thomas
of Bowling Green, who was at that time elected

senator from the Thirty-third District, com-

prising Wood, Fulton, Hancock and Putnam
counties. This was not the first success of Sen-

ator Thomas as a democrat in a normally re-
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publican stronghold. He had served as repre-

sentative to the House from Wood County
during the years 1910 to 1914, two terms.

While a member of the House of Representa-

tives he was on the committee of labor, euroU-

meut, fees and salaries. Each time he was
elected by a good majority, though usually

democrats have scant favors from Wood
County. During the session since he entered

the Senate ilr. Thomas has done an important

part with various committees, including those

on common schools, enrollment, finance, indus-

trial schools, insurance, labor, public health,

public printing and public utilities.

Outside of polities Mr. Thomas is chiefly

known as a successful newspaper man and for

twenty-seven years, since early boyhood, has

been connected with the Wood County Demo-
crat at Bowling Green. He began his associa-

tions with that journal when its editor and
proprietor was the late Henry S. Chapin. Mr.
Chai)in is remembered in Northwest Ohio
journalism as tlie founder of the Toledo Bee
and also the Post and Sunday Journal of To-
ledo. The Wood County Democrat was estab-

lished in 1876 by the Peters Brothers of North
Baltimore. Ou September 1, 1890, Mr. Chapin
took the management of this paper and con-

tinued its publication until he sold out in Sep-
tember. 1907. His successor in ownership was
Mr. Thomas and V. C. Van Voorhis. Mr. Van
Vooi'his is the present postmaster of Bowling
Green, haviim entered upon his duties in that

office Aupust 1. 1914, When Mi*. Van Voor-
liis went iiitd llic [Mistoffice Mr. Thomas be-

came active editor and manager. During
political campaigns the Democrat has had
dail.v issues, but its regular policy is as a
weekly and more than 2,500 copies of the pa-
per go out through the rural districts in and
around Bowling Green, While nominall.v

democratic, the pajier is first and last for the

eommtinity wdfjirr nml in ruiuiininity matters
it has ado'pti'd a sti'ict neutrality liasis.

Prank AV. TIkhiuis ^vas horn in Hancock
Cotuity on a farm Septemlier 2, 1873, His
early training was as a farm bo,y and his edu-
cation was limited to the advantages of the
common schools. On the 5th day of March,
1890, when he was seventeen years of age, he
came to Bowling Green and was enrolled as a
worker in the Democrat office. He swept out
the rooms, and was at the beck and call of

every emplo.ve in the plant. He was printer's
devil, learned to set type at the case, run the

press, gather local news, and occasionally write
something in the way of a special article. He

became an expert compositor and pressman,
and for several years was linotype operator.
After the paper was sold by Mr. Chapin he
had tlie general business management during
the four years Mr. Van Voorhis conducted the
editorial end of the paper and for the past
three years he has been both manager and,
editor.

Mr. Thomas represents an old family of
Hancock County. Ilis grandfather, John
Thomas, was born in Virginia of Welsh ances-
try. He married in that state Miss Linthicum
and they came as pioneers to Hancock County,
locating in the woods and clearing up a farm
from the forest. John Thomas spent his last

years there and died when about three score.

Lewis Thomas, father of Senator Thomas, was
born in Hancock County in 1856, He grew
up on his ni1hi'i-'s tVinn imd married a neigh-
bor girl, ]\liss .M:n-tli,-i Xiuli. She was also born
in Portage Township of Ilaneoek County in

1858, a daughter of Andrew and Margaret
(DeRhodes) Nigh, Her parents were both
born in Columbiana County, Ohio. Andrew
Nigh removed to Hancock County when a
young man. He had learned the trade of
cooper and plasterer. Later he returned to his
native county, married, and brought his bride
to Hancock County and began life as a farmer.
For his time he acquired considerable wealth
and large holdings of land and was also a paov-
ing .spirit in everything that went on in the
community. His wife died in Hancock County
when about sixty and he lived to be eighty-six.
The Nighs and Thomases were all active fac-
tors in the ]\Iethodist Church and they helped
organize theMethodistEpiscopal Churchwhich
was long known and is today known as the
Thomas :Methodist Clnircli.

" These families
contributed numei-iiiis \niri's tn the democratic
party of the old -larks, ,ii -tiipe. Andrew Nigh
cast his first vote for Andrew Jackson, and
President Jackson subseqiiently signed his

parchment deed to the Nigh homestead in
Hancock County.

After marriage Lewis Thomas and wife took
up farming on the old Thomas homestead, and
they lived there until Senator Thomas was
about eight .years of age, wdieu they removed
to Bowling Green. Lewis Thomas died in that
city September 5, 1903. He was an active
democrat and a member of the Methodist Epis-
copal Church. His widow is still living at the
age of sixty-six.

Senator Thomas was married in Wood
County to Miss Anna Potter, who was born
in Washington Town.ship of that county Janu-
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arj' 3, 1875. She was well educated in the

county schools. Senator and Mrs. Thomas
have the following children : Helen, who is the

wife of Fred A. Parker, a graduate of the

veterinary school at Toronto, Canada, and uow
practicing at Bowling Green ; Robert, who is a

student in the State Normal School at Bowling
Green; and Viola and Donna, both attending

the local schools.

Senator Thomas is a member of "Wood
County Lodge No. 112, Free and Ancient
Masons, and is a charter member and has
filled all the chairs in Union No. 156 of the

Tj'pographical Union. For many years he has
been an active factor in the local democratic

part.y and served as a member of the County
Democratic Central Committee twenty years,

and for two terms has been chairman of the

Executive Committee and has also worked
closely with the State Central Committee. For
three years he served as vice president of the

Ohio Federation of Labor.

Ancel Roy Monroe Stowe. Of Toledo
University, one of the few municipal univer-

sities in the United States, an account has
been written on other pages of this publica-

tion. The president of the university. Doc-
tor Stowe, has been singularly successful in

his administration of its affairs since he took
charge in 1916. The institution has in fact

made remarkable progress during this time,

and is rapidly gaining both in influence and
prestige in the community and in compari-
son with other similar institutions. Doctor
Stowe is a man of thorough scholarship, and
has proved his ability both in the administra-

tive line and as a director of the scholastic

work. The university now has several hun-
dred students and confers all the collegiate

degrees.

Ancel Roy Monroe Stowe was born August
30, 1882, a son of Dennis Loweiy and Leonora
Grace (Monroe) Stowe. Wliile neither of his

parents had the benefits of a college educa-
tion, veiy early in the life of their son they
assumed that he would go to college and lost

no opportunity to develop in him the desire

for a higher education. For their interest

and encouragement Doctor Stowe has always
felt himself in great debt.

He acquired his elementary and secondary
education in the public schools of Chicago.
He took his regular collegiate work in North-
western University of that city, graduating
Bachelor of Philosophy in 1903, at the age of

twenty-one, and Master of Arts in 1904. After

resident work of a year Harvard University
conferred upon him the degree ]Master of Arts
in 1905, and he has his Doctor of Philosophy
degree from Columbia University, given in

1909.

He has been a teacher and school adminis-

trator for over ten years. His first regular

teaching position was as principal of the

Darien Center School at Darien, Connecticut,

in the school year 1906-07. He was principal

of the training school of the State Normal at

Hyannis in Massachusetts from 1907 to 1909

;

was professor of historj' and philosophy of

education in the State Normal College at Em-
poria, Kansas, from 1909 to 1912 ; was super-

visor of training in the Wisconsin State Nor-

mal at Whitewater in 1913-14 ; and in 1914-15

was acting professor of education and psychol-

ogy and director of university secondary edu-

cation in De Pauw University at Greeneastle,

Indiana. After this experience and from
these positions Doctor Stowe came to Toledo

Univei-sity in 1916 as president and also as

incumbent of the chair professor of education.

Doctor Stowe is a progressive republican, a

member of the Congregational Church, and
has been identified with the Fraternal Lodge
of Masons at Hyannis, Massachusetts, since

1909. On September 5, 1907, at New Canaan,
Connecticut, he married ilarjorie Henry, sec-

ond daughter of William and Margaret
(Waters) Henry. They have one son, David
Henry Stowe, born at New Canaan, Connecti-

cut, September 10, 1910.

Hon. Edward M. Fries. From a promis-

ing career as a civil engineer Edward M. Fries

turned his attention to law, and for nearly

a quarter of a century has been an active

member of the Bowling Green bar. Among
other interests of a widely diversified prac-

tice Mr. Fries is now president of the Wood
County Savings Bank, having for a niimber

of years been a director of that institution

and in 1914 succeeding IMyron L. Case as

directing head.

Mr. Fries was gi-aduated from the Cincin-

nati Law School in 1893 and admitted to the

bar the same year. He at once came to Bowl-

ing Green and in 1895 formed a partnership

with Hon. Robert S. Parker. j\Ir. Parker was

formerly a circuit judge. After two years'

practice with Judge Parker IMr. Fries was

alone for a couple of years and then formed a

partnership with Hon. C. R. Painter, then a

member of the State Legislature. This part-

nership existed until the fall of 1902. At tliat
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date Mr. Fries was elected judge of the Com-
mon Pleas Court in what was then the Tenth
Judicial District. He had the distinction of
being the youngest Common Pleas judge in

the state. He brought to his office wide expe-
rience, a thorough knowledge of the law, and
the qualifications that make the just and up-
right judge. He held the office six years. At
that time the Tenth Judicial District included
nine counties, but his Avork was largely con-

fined to the subdistrict of four counties,

Wood, Hancock, Hardin and Seneca. After
retiring from the bench Judge Pries practiced

law alone until 1915, when he became asso-

ciated with Charles S. Hatfield, who had just

completed his second term of office as prosecut-

ing attorney for Wood County. The firm of

Fries & Hatfield has a general practice and
is one of the strongest and best known firms

of lawyers in this section of the state.

Judge Fries is a native of Wood County
and is a comparatively young man, onlj^ fifty

years of age. He gi'ew up and received his

education in the local schools and afterwards

took a scientific and engineering course in the

Ohio Nortliern University at Ada. He was
graduated in 1886 and from that time until

he entered the Cincinnati Law School was a

civil and construction engineer. Part of the

time he was with the Lake Erie and Western
Railway, and subsequently was in the State of

Washington. He was in Washington when
that territory was admitted to the Union.

Judge Pries is of an old famih- of Eastern
Pennsylvania. His forefathers lived there

prior to the Revolutionary War. His gi'and-

father, Abraham Fries, was born in Pennsyl-
vania and spent all his life there, where he
died at the age of seventy-five. He and his

family were all Lutherans. Solomon Fries,

father of Judge Pries, was one of quite a fam-
ily of children, grew to manhood in Pennsyl-
vania, and subsequently removed to Tiffin,

Ohio, where he married Loiiisa A. Steckel.

She was born in Pennsylvania and her Ger-
man ancestors in that state located there in

1725. The fii-st member of the Steckel fam-
ily bom in Pennsylvania was named William.
The name of Louisa Steckel's father was also

William, and he was born in Pennsylvania and
married there ]Miss Leiseni'ing. They subse-

quently removed to Seneca County, Ohio,
where William Steckel died when about
seventy years of age. The Steekels were also

a Lutheran family. William Steckel and wife
had eight children, and two of them, Elias and
Mrs. F'rances Rex, are still living, the former a

resident of Atlanta, Indiana, and the latter of
Tiffin, Ohio. Some years after the marriage
of Solomon Pries and wife they removed in

1860 to Bloom Township of Wood County,
and were prosperous farmers of that section
for many years. Solomon Pries was born in
1824 and died at the age of seventy-nine. His
wife was bom in 1835 and died at seventy-
two. They were members of the Lutheran
Church, and Solomon Pries was a very active

and ardent republican. For two terms he
served Wood Coimty as a commissioner.
Judge Pries was married in Wood County

to IMiss Anna Davis, who was born here in
1874. Prior to her marriage she was a suc-
cessful teacher in the public schools. Mr. and
Mrs. Pries have four children: Gertrude,
aged twelve and a student in the Bowling
Green High School; Edward, aged ten, and
Robert, aged seven, both in the grade schools

;

and Zenobia. Mrs. Fries is a member of the
Presbyterian Church. Judge Fries has always
been a republican and was elected on that
ticket to the office of judge.

His young law partner, Charles S. Hatfield,
was born in Wood County about thirty-five

years ago, is a graduate of the Bowling Green
High School and of an Indiana college, and
took his law course in the Ohio State Uni-
versity at Columbus, where he was graduated
in 1907 and admitted to the bar the same
year. Since then he has been in active gen-
eral practice at Bowling Green and his pres-
tige and success as a laAvj^er seem completely
assured.

James W. R.ve, M. D., obtained his medical
degree from the Toledo Medical College with
the class of 1910. He has since been in active
practice both as a physician and surgeon at
Bowling Green, and has won a comfortable
practice and also a high standing in medical
circles. He is a skillful surgeon, and is now
registered as a member of the Toledo Hospital
Corps for the American Red Cross Service
and is likely at any day to be called to active
service in Prance. Doctor Rae's office is at
1231/2 South Main Street in Bowling Green.
He was born in Pennsylvania August 10,

1880, Init since the age of nine years has lived
in Ohio. He obtained most of his early edu-
cation in Bowling Green, and in 1899 was
graduated from the high school. In the mean-
time, in 1898, he had enlisted in a cavalry
company for service in the Spanish-American
war, and was with the organization for eight
months, but was never called beyond the bor-
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ders of the country. After graduating from
high school he enlisted in the First United

States Cavalry and as first sergeant of Troop
M went to the Philippines. He was in service

in the far East for three years and the fall

after his return took up the study of medi-

cine. Doctor Rae is a member of the County
and State iledical societies and the American
Medical Association and for two years served

as secretary of the Wood County society. Fra-

ternally he is a member of the Knights of

Pythias, the Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks, the Modern Woodmen of America
and of the Maccabees.

Doctor Rae is of Scotch parentage. His
father is the venerable Dr. John B. Rae, whose
career has been distingiiished for his devoted

efforts in behalf of the trade union movement,
especially among the mine workers of Penn-

sylvania and Ohio. Dr. John B. Rae is still

living at Bowling Green. He and his wife,

Helen (Brown) Rae, were both born near

Edinburgh and were Scotch Highlanders.

John B. Rae acquired his medical education

in Edinburgh, and after his marriage he set

out for America, establishing a home in Penn-

sylvania during the early '70s. He practiced

in several different localities, and in 1889 re-

moved to Ohio, and subsequently established

a sanitarium and hospital in Bowling Green.

He is now eighty years of age and is living

retired. His wife was accidentally killed in

a gas explosion in the bathroom of her home
in September, 1906, at the age of sixty-four.

Both were active members of the Christian

Church.
Dr. John B. Rae, after coming to the United

States, began practice among the Pennsyl-

vania miners, where at the time those work-

men were laboring under most distressful and
often oppressive conditions, and hosts of them
were in dire poverty. Thus his ^u-netice

brought him into close contact \\ itii lie awful

conditions that prevailed inilustiiall\ , and he

not only gave countenance to Ijiit became a

leader in the movement and promotion of min-

ing unions as a means of raising the standards

of American woi-kmen. He took up that cause

when it was dangerovis to be recognized as one

wlio favored a union, and he fearlessly pur-

sued the end until he saw the American ]\Iine

Workers Union established permanently. He
was elected to the office of president and was
sent to the headquarters of the union at Co-

lumbus, Ohio. It was the duties connected
with that work which made him a resident of

that state.

Dr. John B. Rae was orphaned at the age
of nine years and from that time earned his

living and paid for his education. Thus he
grew up a poor man and acquired a thorough
sympathy and understanding of those who
had to struggle for their daily bread by the

sweat of their brow. These early hardships

proved only an incentive to his sturdy Scotch
ambition and his life has been one continual
service in behalf of those less fortunate and
l)articularly in behalf of the great cause of

trade unionism.
Dr. James W. Rae was married in Wood

County to Grace L. Duffield, who was born in

Pennsylvania in 1884. As a child she came
with her parents to Bowling Green. She is a

daughter of D. D. and Alice (Fo.ster) Duffield,

who are still living in Bowling Green. Her
father was a pioneer oil man in Wood County,
and is now superintendent of the Sun Oil

Pipe Line Company of ' Ohio. Doctor and
Mrs. Rae have two children, Frances, aged
nine, and Albert, aged three. The family are

members of the Presbyterian Church and po-

litically Doctor Rae is a republican.

Harry G. Potter is identified with the

real estate business in Toledo and is one of

Toledo's most loyal citizens. He was born
in Corinth, New York, January 24, 1871,

son of Frederick R. Potter, a native of the

same state. The Potter ancestors came out

of England and were earl.y settlers in Amer-
ica. Frederick R. Potter spent his active

life as proprietor of a summer and resort

hotel in New York, where he is still living.

He is an active member of the Baptist Churcli

and was formerly postmaster of his home
village.

The older of two sons, Harry 6. Potter,

liad a public school education. He first came
to Toledo in 1883, and some years later lie

again left New York and found a permanent
location at Toledo. He came to the city

with the intention of taking up tlie study of

law and became a student with H. P. Piatt,

one of the most prominent la\\yei-s of the

city. Mr. Potter beeame interested in the

real estate business and became a member
of the firm of H. P. Piatt & Company. Mr.

Potter has had an extensive experience in

real estate lines both in and out of Toledo,

and has bought and sold a vast amount of

property. He was for fifteen years in busi-

ness with Mr. Piatt and then entered the

real estate business for himself. His offices

are now in the Bank of Commerce Building
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and besides handling important coinmissions

as a real estate broker he is iiciNnnally the

owner of considerable valuable in'ojx-rty in

and near the city.

Mr. Potter grew up in a republican at-

mosphere, all his family being republicans,

though he is now laruely independent in his

political actions, lb- is as public spirited in

his relation to community undertakings as

he is successful in the management of his pri-

vate affairs.

NoEMAN C. Sherwood though a man of

only sixty years is one of the oldest business

men in point of continuous service at Fre-

mont. This is due to the fact that he began
business life at an age when most boys are

still in school and under the care and direc-

tion of their parents. He has made success in

keeping with his many years of experience

and is now head of the Trommer Company of

Fremont.
Mr. Sherwood was bom at Postoria, Ohio,

I\Iay 17, 1857, a son of William D. and Frances
(Harris) Sherwood. He represents some
lineage of prominent families. His grand-
father, William D. Sherwood, was born in

New York State and was a pioneer settler at

Tiffin, Ohio, about 1822. Although an at-

torney by profession, he wa-s for many years

engaged in the edged tool business at Plain-

field, New Jersej^ In 1825 he removed to San-
dusky County, acquired a section of land, and
lived to develop it as a fine farm. In the War
of 1812 he had served as a captain in the

American army and fought in the battle of

Plattsburg. Before coming to Ohio he met
and married Mis.s Allen, a daughter of John
Allen and a niece of the Revolutionary hero,

Ethan Allen.

Mr. Sherwood's maternal gi'audfather,

Mark Anthony Harris, was born in Pennsyl-
vania near the New York line and was a
brother of that John Harris who laid out and
founded the City of Harrisburg, the capital

of Pennsylvania. j\Iark A. Harris' mother
was a Meade, of the family from which Gen-
eral Meade, the great Civil war soldier, was
descended.
William D. Sherwood, Jr., father of Nor-

man C, was born at Tiffin, Ohio, in 1822 and
died in 1905. He had a long and active

career. For his first wife he married a Miss
Bixler, who died in 1849, both her children
being also deceased. Soon after her death
William D. Sherwood went out to California
after the discovery of gold on the Pacific

Coast. He returned to Ohio in 1853 and in

that year was married at Port Seneca to

Frances Harris, who was born at Fort Seneca,
Ohio, in 1836 and died in 1882. They had
three children : Norman C. ; Eugene li., who
is manager of the Postal Telegraph office at

Fremont ; and AVilliam D., a retired railway
man living at Beulah, Virginia. William D.
Sherwood was a member of the Masonic order,

a republican in politics, and at one time served

as mayor of Postoria. Early in the Civil war
he enlisted and became first lieutenant in

Company A of the Fifty-fifth Ohio Regiment.
He was soon disabled by illness and dis-

charged. After doing some duty as a recruit-

ing otificer he re-enlisted in the 100 days" serv-

ice and spent that period as a guard at the

Confederate prison on Johnson's Island. In
1865 he removed to Fremont and for a num-
ber of years was in the tanning business. In
1869 he was again attracted to the West and
added considerably to his fortune in the gold
mines of Montana. In 1872 he went out to

California again, but his last venture was
a losing one.

Norman C. Sherwood had only a district

school education as a preparation for life.

When twelve years of age he began clerking

in a dry goods store at Fremont. He con-

tracted to work at $75 a year. He showed
quick apprehension and gave laborious atten-

tion to his duties, and was soon promoted.
He became bookkeeper, subsequently worked
as clerk in the Fremont Postoffice. and for a

number of years was in the auditor's office

of the Lake Erie & Louisville Railway Com-
pany.

Mr. Sherwood began his connection ^\itli

the Trommer Company as bookkeeper. He did
not allow the strict duties of that position to

define his interest in the business, and in a

few years had worked up to the post of man-
ager. In 1906 he took over the active man-
agement of the business, which is incorporated
with a capital stock of $100,000. The Trom-
mer Company manufactures a malt extract

for medical purposes, and the product is

shipped all over the United States and a
large foreign trade has been developed in

England. The volume of business runs be-

tween $500,000 and $600,000 a year. Mr.
Sherwood is treasurer and general manager,
while Edmund Zurhorst of Sandusky is presi-

dent, Charles L. Sherwood, a son of Norman
C. is vice president, and W. S. Lewis is sec-

retary.

Mr. Sherwood and family are active mem-
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bei-s of the ilethodist Episcopal Church. He
is one of the prominent ilasons of Northwest
Ohio. He has attained the thirty-second de-

gree in Scottish Rite and has filled all the

important chairs in the diiferent branches of

the York Rite, being past master, past high
priest, past thrice illustrious master, and past
eminent commander of the lodge, chapter,

council and commandery respectively. His
sons are also past officers in each branch of

the York Rite except the Knights Templar.
Mr. Sherwood grew up in the atmosphere of

republican politics, was a loyal worker in that

party for a number of years, but more re-

cently became committed to the progressive

wing of the party. For two terms he served

in the city council, and has been quite active

in politics. Some years ago he helped or-

ganize an independent ticket in order to put
an end to the corrupt politics in his home city.

In local affairs it is the cause of good govern-

ment which appeals to him more than the

success of any one faction or party. He takes

considerable interest in the dry question in

Ohio. For a man who started in life with

absolutely nothing except the latent capabili-

ties of his mind and body Mr. Sherwood's
success is a striking illustration of what may
be accomplished by an individual.

On April 19, 1882, he married Miss Susan
Lewis, who was born in Sandusky County, a

daughter of Benjamin W. Lewis. Her father

was a school teacher, a music teacher and
farmer. Mr. and Mrs. Sherwood have four

children: Charles L. and Norman D., and
Jeannette and Norma, both at home.

Charles L. Sherwood was bom at Fremont
November 11, 1883, and after leaving school

he became identified with his father's busi-

ness and is now vice president and superin-

tendent of the Tromraer Company. He is also

active in local affairs, being a trustee of the

Fremont Board of Commerce, is clerk of the

school board and has been a member of the

board for four years. Like his father he is

prominent in Masonry, being pa.st master,

past high priest and past eminent commander,
and now deputy illustrious master of the coun-

cil. He is a progressive republican. He is also

affiliated with the Benevolent and Protective

Order of Elks, United Commercial Travelers,

has attained the thirty-second degree of the

Scottish Rite in Masonry and he and his

family are members of the First Methodist
Episcopal Church. He was married March
31, 1909, to Flossie Reynolds. She was born
in Lake Countv. Ohio, daughter of A. A. and

Elvina Reynolds, both of whom are now de-

ceased. Charles L. Sherwood and wife have
two children: Jeannette and ilary Eleanor,

the first daughter being in school.

N. D. Sherwood, second son of Norman C.

Sherwood, was born Jlarch 18, 1885, and is

assistant superintendent of the Trommer Com-
pany. He is a York Rite Mason and has filled

the chairs of master and high priest in the

lodge and chapter. He married Ruby Got-

tron, who was born in Fremont, daughter of

PJiilip Gottron. They have two children:

Elizabeth Ann and Susan Ruth, the former
being now in kindergarten.

Hon. Daniel Kiddee Hollenbeck is the

oldest member of the Wood County bar. He
has been continuously in practice at Perrys-

burg nearly sixty years. His father was a

prominent early citizen in the Maumee Valley,

and was also a lawj-er, and it is noteworthy
that Mr. Hollenbeck now occupies the law of-

fice which his father occupied for that special

purpose and here he himself read law and it

is the oldest law office in that part of North-

west Ohio.

The Hollenbeck family has lived in North-

west Ohio seventy years. D. K. Hollenbeck
was born in Mumford, IVIonroe County, New
York, twenty miles from the City of Rochester,

on January 15, 1834. His parents, Francis

and Eliza (Jamison) Hollenbeck, were both

natives of New York State. His father was
born in the little town of Williamsburg, near
Scoharie, and the mother near Gloversville.

Francis Hollenbeck was a miller by trade. For
many years he was employed by the Mumfords
who owned a gi'eat many mills along the Gen-
esee River, and that family also owned a large

amount of wild land in Williams, Lucas and
Henry counties of Northwest Ohio. To look

after these lands and sell them the Mumfords
sent Francis Hollenbeck west in 1844. His
first headquarters were at Miami in Lucas
County, and in 1846 his family followed him
to Northwest Ohio. Long before his death
Francis Hollenbeck had sold nearly all the

iluraford lands in this section of Ohio. About
1850 he moved to the other side of the river

and established his home at Perrysburg. Be-
sides acting as land agent for the Mumfords
he also looked after the warehouses of that

firm on both sides of the river. He was a man
of versatile gifts, highly educated, and with
almost a genius for handling varied enter-

prises. He was prominently associated with
the Perrysburg school, Imown as the Union
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school, and served as its principal aud super-

intendent. He was at the head of the schools

in 1854 when the cholera was epidemic over

all that region. "While in school work he took

up the study of law with H. S. Commager, and
was admitted to the bar Januai-y 10, 1856.

Since that date for sixty years the name of

Hollenbeck has been continuously identified

with the legal profession. For many years

Francis Hollenbeck was associated with D. ]M.

]\Iefford, under the firm name of Mefford &
Hollenbeck. Francis HoUenbeck was in active

practice until his death. He was survived a

number of years by his widow. In pioneer

times, when it was the custom to have three

school examiners, Mr. Hollenbeck filled one of

those posts of responsibility for a number of

years. In his family were four sons, and the

only survivor is D. K. Hollenbeck, the oldest.

The sou George W. lived for many j'ears in

Toledo and finally went with a company to

Mexico to work some gold mines. After the

company had broken up he went to Los An-
geles, and there died, leaviilg a widow and two
children. William Hemy, the third son, was
a wagon maker by trade and died at Perrys-
burg. Francis E., the youngest, was for about
fifteen years in the office with bis brother Dan-
iel K. before his death. The sons Henry and
George were members of the One Hundred
and Forty-fourth Ohio Infantry during the

war and were stationed on duty at Johnson's
Island. George was a lieutenant and "William

a private. D. K. Hollenbeck also had a brief

experience as a soldier. He was a member of

the famous Squirrel Hunters Brigade. He
crossed the pontoon bridge at Cincinnati,

walked to camp about five miles from that

city, and after being away two weeks was re-

turned home. About two years ago the State

Legislatui'e gi'anted each member of this or-

ganization the .sum of $13 as pay for the time
spent in the field.

D. K. Hollenbeck and all his brothers were
boi-n in New York State. He was twelve years
of age when his parents settled at Miami, Ohio,

and was about sixteen when they moved to

Perrysburg. The first union school ever or-

ganized in the State of Ohio was that organized
at Perrysburg, and Francis Hollenbeck was
among those most prominent in getting the
school started. D. K. Hollenbeck completed
his early education in this school, and the first

twenty-three years of his life were spent in

attending school and reading law in the office

of his father. On September 19, 1857, he was
admitted to the bar in "Wood County and that

Tol. in—39

date establishes his claim as the oldest living
attorney of the county. He has been in gen-
eral practice for the past fifty-nine years, and
still looks after a large office business, with
special attention to collection and commercial
litigation.

Mr. Hollenbeck has been on the official board
of the Citizens Banking Company of Perrys-
burg, Ohio, since its organization. This is the
oldest banking institution in Wood County.

ilr. Hollenbeck has always been an active
republican since the organization of that
party. At various times he has accepted a
place on the local ticket and has been an un-
successful candidate for clerk of courts and
probate judge. He is now one of the five com-
missioners of the Fort Meigs Memorial, and is

also a member of the Library Board of Per-
rysburg and a park trustee of the village. The
Way Library at Perrysburg was donated to
that city by the late W. Y. Way, a prominent
old lawyer of forty j'cars ago. 'Mr. Way died
in August, 1875, and his body now rests in
the local cemetery, the site being marked by
the finest monument in the grounds. Mr. Hol-
lenbeck was one of the three executors of his
will, and when the library was dedicated was
selected to deliver the principal address. Mr.
Hollenbeck is one of the old Masons of North-
west Ohio and is affiliated with Phoenix Lodge
No. 123, Free and Accepted Masons, at Perrys-
burg, and with Fort Meigs Chapter Royal
Arch Masons.
On March 4, 1863, he married Miss Frances

Bruce, of Clinton, Michigan. Her parents,
Phineas and Eliza (Hatch) Bruce, were early
settlers in Michigan and her father was a
cooper by trade. Mrs. Hollenbeck was born
in Clinton, Michigan, completed ter education
at Ypsilanti, and prior to her marriage was a
teacher in her home .state. Five of her sisters
were also teachers and are all now deceased.
After their marriage Mr. and IMrs. Hollenbeck
began housekeeping at Perrysburg and several
years ago they quietly celebrated that impor-
tant event known as a golden wedding anniver-
sary. To their marriage were born four chil-
dren. The only son, Fred, is a lawyer by pro-
fession, having been admitted to the Ohio bar,
but has never practiced and instead has fol-
lowed the real estate and loan business. For
the last twenty-five years he has lived in Seat-
tle, Washington, is unmarried, and in that
time has never been back to Northwest Ohio,
though his parents have visited him several
times. The oldest daughter, Ella E., who died
in December, 1913, was a teacher in the Mis-
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souri State Normal at Warrensbnrg, but was
brought back to Perrysburg during her last

illness. The daughter Grace A. is still at

home. Jean K. has for the last eight years

been a teacher in the Stickney School at To-

ledo. All the ehildi'en were born in Perrys-

burg, graduated from the Perrysburg schools,

and all of them had college advantages. Ella

and Grace graduated from Alma College at

Toronto, Canada, Jean is a graduate of Wi-
nona College in Minnesota, and Fred is a

graduate of the University of ^Michigan.

Harey p. Black. As a member of the

Seneca County Bar for over twenty years none
better upheld the prestige and dignity of the

profession than Harry P. Black, whose death

occurred on the 28th of August, 1917.

Mr. Black took to his profession the training

and experience of a self-made man. He had
earned his own living and had contributed to

the support of his family since an early age,

and developed the qualities of self-reliance and
enterprise which stood him in good stead when
he was admitted to the bar. He enjoyed a
large practice and gave faithful and able serv-

ive in every relationship.

Of Scotch-Irish ancestry, Harry Patrick

Black was bom at Birkcaldy in Fifeshire,

Scotland, April 4, 1870. He was a son of

Michael and Elizabeth (Smythe) Black, both

of whom were born in County Sligo in the

North of Ireland. They were of Scottish ori-

gin. They were married in Ireland and
Michael Black for many years followed his

trade as a potter. He was an expert mechanic
in that line. Prior to his marriage he had
come to America and during the Civil war he

enlisted at Brooklyn in the navy and served

throughout that stimggle. He afterwards re-

turned to Scotland and when Harry P. Black
was aboiit three years of age he brought his

family to America and located at Baltimore,

where he was connected with different pottery

establishments until his death in 1884. His
widow survived him until 1895. Both were
active members of the Catholic Church. Of
their seven children three are still living:

John, who is engaged in the automobile busi-

ness, at Muncie, Indiana ; Thomas J., manager
of pottery works at Crooksville, Ohio; and
Mrs. John IMonroe, whose husband is a potter
at East Liverpool, Ohio.

Hari-y P. Black was only fourteen years of

age when his father died. In the meantime
he had attended St. Patrick's Parochial
School at Baltimore and also the Christian

Brothers School at Endicptt City, Maryland,
not far from Baltimore. The death of his

father threw upon him unusual responsibili-

ties and at the age of sixteen he began earn-
ing his own living as a worker in the Mary-
land Pottery Works at Baltimore. He served
an apprenticeship of five years, and continued
two more years as a journeyman. While a
skilled worker at his trade, his natural bent
and his inclinations were for a professional

life. The law was his choice, and having once
begun to fit himself for its practice he never
deviated from a rigid course of preparation,
which he pursued with the obstacles and handi-
caps imposed by the necessity of earning his

own way in the world.
In 1892 Mr. Black removed to Seneca

County and located at Tiffin. While working
during the day he studied law at nights, and
had as his preceptor that able and honored
member of the Seneca County Bar, James H.
Piatt. Mr. Black began his law studies under
Judge Piatt on St. Patrick's Day of 1893. The
next month he waS elected township clerk of
Clinton Township and filled that office while
studying law. He was admitted to the bar
June 7, 1895, and almost immediately was
elected city solicitor and filled that office two
successive terms. He began practice as a jun-
ior partner with his former preceptor. Judge
Piatt, and that relationship continued until

Judge Piatt was elevated to the bench.
Mr. Piatt had previously served as prosecut-
ing attorney and Mr. Black was elected as his

successor in November, 1908. He was prose-

cuting attorney of Seneca County two terms
and that gave him an opportunity not only
to uphold the dignity arid respect of the law
by a forceful administration, but also fur-

nished unusual opportunities for experience.

After leaving office Mr. Black gave his entire

time and energy' to his private practice.

On June 18, "1901, he married Miss Ida G.
Wagner, who was born in Tiffin, daughter of

Joseph and Josephine Wagner. Her father was
a pioneer brewer at Tiffin and for many years
one of the influential business men of the city.

Of the two children born to ilr. and I\Irs.

Black one died in infane.y. Josephine Eliza-

beth was born February 20, 1909, and is now
attending school. The family are membei"s
of St. Mary's Catholic Church. Mr. Black
was very prominent in the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks, was a past exalted
ruler, past state president and for four years
was district deputy of the order. He also held
all the chairs in the Knights of Columbus.
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Politically he was a democrat, aud in many
ways proved his value to that party in Seneca

County.

Henky Newbegin was one of the veteran

members of the Northwest Ohio bar at the

time of his death, January 7, 1917. For more
than half a century the bar of Defiance had
known him as one of its strong and resource-

ful members, a valiant fighter for any cause

which he believed to be just, and a citizen of

power aud influence.

He was a native of the State of Maine, born
in Pownal May 2, 1833, and had already

passed the eighty-third milestone on the jour-

ney of life. His parents were John and
Asenath (Knight) Newbegin, who were farm-

ing people of the Pine Tree state and spent

all their lives there. Like many New England
farmers they believed in giving their children

the best of educational advantages, and
Henry Newbegin after completing the com-

mon school course entered Bowdoin College,

from which he received his Bachelor of Arts

degi'ee in 1857 and his Master of Arts degree

in 1860. He had always maintained close

affiliations with his alnia mater and from 1887

had been a member of its board of overseers.

'Sh: Newbeo-in was an early educator in

Northwest Ohio before he entered the law.

From 1858 to 1861 inclusive he was superin-

tendent of the Union schools at Bryan. Ohio.

In the meantime he carried on his studies for

the law and dating from 1862 had been a

member of the Defiance bar. The history of

the bench aud bar of that city might be writ-

ten almost as a commentary on his individual

career. He had always looked upon the law

as a profession and not as an occupation, and
liad given it his best energies and talents to

the exclusion of all political or business af-

fairs. However, at different times lie liad

served as a director in the Merchants Natidiial

Bank at Defiance, also as vi<'c president.

]\Ir. Newbegin was twice married. \\\ his

children were by his second wife. On October

23, 1867, at Cumberland. Maine, he married

Ellen T. Sturdivant, a daughter of Captain

Ephraim Sturdivant. The three children of

this marriage were all born in Defiance, Ohio.

Parker C, the oldest, is a civil engineer by
profession and now has charge of the mainte-

nance of way department of the Bangor &
Aroostook Railway, with headquarters at

Houlton, Maine. He married Frances Bur-

leigh and has two children, Ellen L. and Mil-

dred. Rev. Edward H. became a clergyman

of the Episcopal Church and died at the age
of thirty-si.x. on October 14, 1906, He mar-
ried Elizabeth King, of Boston, ilassachusetts,

and left four children, Henry W.. Kdward K.,

Elizabeth K. and Rnliert. iJoliei-i, ilie young-
est .son, still unmarrieil. is a siieeesslul lawyer
with offices in Toledo and was in partnership
with his father at the time of the elder's

death.

S.VRA Ellen Burk. The opportunities of

woman in the business field are limited chiefly

in the same direction that they are limited

for men. The woman of enterprise, who un-
derstands the details of bilsiness, and is able

to profit by experience, has the same pros-

pects of success as her brothers. A notable

illustration of this is the career of Miss Sara
Ellen Burk. who is now general manager of

the United Underwear Company at Findlay
and has made this business the first of its

kind in importance in Hancock County.

She was born at fronton, Ohio, April 27,

1883, a daughter of James and Ella (Meek)
Burk. She is of Irish and Catholic stock

and her father was a rolling mill man. Her
maternal grandmother, Bridget, came from
County .Alayo. Ireland, at the age of eighteen

and located lii'st at Cumberland, Maryland,
where she married Michael Burk and to-

gether they went to fronton, Ohio.

]\Iiss Burk attended public school, later

went with her parents to Birmingham, Ala-

bama, where she was in St. Joseph's Convent,
and she finished her school work at Rock
Island and Moline, Illinois. When still a

yoimg girl she began learning the millinery

trade at St. Louis, ilissouri, where she worked
as an apprentice with two different firms.

After a year at Toledo, she came to Find-
lay at the age of eighteen and took l;er place

at the millinery table of the Beehive dry
goods store. She was there three years, part
of the time as clerk and then became sales-

woman in the linen and ho.sierj^ department
of Hoover Brothers store for two years. For
six years- she was in the underwear and
hosiery department of H. F. Wiudes & Sons
store, and then, profiting by a wide experi-

ence and a thorough ability, she took the

management of the Findlay branch of the

A. C. Lane Specialty Company, handling
hovsiery, underwear and fancy knit goods.

She opened the new store of the company
in Findlay and at first worked both as a
saleswoman and as local manager. She
brought to the business thorough experience
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and also a large following of friends and
customers, and the success of the store was
immediate. She has since built up the busi-

ness until it is the largest of the kind in

Hancock County. ]Miss Burk keeps up the

stock and looks after the advertising and
window trimming-, and also supervises the

work of seven people in the store.

A. V. Baumanx, Jr., is a lawyer of excep-

tional ability and enjoys an influential place

as a member of the Fremont bar, aud_ is one

of the youngest men to hold the office of

prosecuting attorney in Northwest Ohio.

He represents a very old and prominent

family of Sandusky County. He was born in

Fremont January 13, 1891, a son of A. V. and

Annie Rose (Greene) Baumann. His grand-

father, Jacob Baumann, was a native of

Switzerland, born in 1827, and settled at Fre-

mont, Ohio, in 1854, where he was in the meat

business for a number of years. He died in

1911. A. V. Baumann, Sr., was born in Fre-

mont in 1859, filled the office of county auditor

for six years, and since his term expired has

been successfully engaged as an oil producer.

He also owns interests in several manufactur-

ing plants at Fremont. He was married at

Fremont to Miss Annie Rose Greene, who was

born there in 1869. Her grandfather, John

L. Greene, was a prominent lawyer and at

one time was a judge in Ohio. Her father,

John L. Greene, was born in Ohio and for

many years was one of the leading members

of the' Fremont bar. He was a soldier four

years during the Civil war, rose to the rank of

captain, served on General Thomas' staff and

was brevetted major at the close of the war.

He afterwards filled the office of Common
Pleas judge and during the flood of 1883

served as mayor of Fremont. Mrs. Annie

Eose Baumann has long been prominent in

the social life of Fremont, and was formerly

a member of the state executive committee

of the Daughters of the American Revolution,

and is chairman of the conservation committee

of the State Federation of Women's Clubs.

She has given much time and study to affairs

of .local history and as state president of the

Daughters of 1812 was one of the speakers of

the dedication of tlie Perry Monument at Put-

in-Bay. A. V. Baumann, Sr.. and wife have

two children, the daughter, Elizabeth, being

the wife of C. F. Holzhepfel, a merchant at

Sandusky. A. V. Baumann, Sr., is a member
of the Lvitheran Church and his wife is a

Presbyterian. He is a democrat, has always
been interested in politics and has served as a
delegate to state and national conventions and
on a number of committees. He is affiliated

with the Knights of Pythias and the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows.

A. V. Baumann. Jr., was graduated from
the Fremont High School in 1907. After a

year of expei-ience on a local newspaper he
entered Amherst College in Massachusetts,

where he finished the regular literary course

in 1912. He studied law in the University of

Michigan, was graduated in 1914, and in Feb-
ruary, 1915, was admitted to the Ohio bar.

Thus he became engaged in his chosen pro-

fession at the age of twenty-four and has al-

read.y gained a reputation as a safe and capa-

ble attorney. In 1916 he was elected prose-

cuting attornej' of Sanduskj' County. He is

a democrat in politics, and he gives most of.

his time to the duties of his present office.

He is affiliated with the Knights of Pythias,

and the Benevolent and Protective Order of

Elks and is camp commander of the Sons of

Veterans. He is a member of the college

fraternities Beta Theta Pi and Phi Delta Phi.

William M. Gray and his brother Clarence

Gray comprise the well known contracting

firm of Gray Brothers at Bowling Green. As
a result of long experience, beginning on a
small scale, they have perfected an oi'ganiza-

tion and service that enable them to handle

the largest contracts in a reliable, prompt and
efficient manner. They are builders of stone,

cement and asphalt roads and street paving.

This firm was established at Bowling Green
in 1912. While much of their construction

work has been done in Wood County, their

contracts really cover all Northwest Ohio and
Southern Michigan. In fully half a dozen

counties they have built about sixty miles of

macadam roads, and they have for this work
a complete equipment of machinery and tools

and a force of trained workmen.
William ]\I. Gray, the senior member of the

firm, has been doing public work since a young
man. On July 17, 1899, he began driving a

team on public work, and during the second

year he was made an overseer under a eon-

tractor. He studied his work, utilized every

opportunity to improve his knowledge and
skill, and being at the same time thrifty and
saving of his money he was in a position with-

in a few yeai'S to set up in business as an inde-

pendent contractor. He has been doing eon-
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tract work in his own name since 1909, and in

1912 took in bis brother to make the firm of

Gray Brothers.

At the present time this firm is building a

section of the famous Dixie Higlaway. This

is Division No. 282, between Bowling Green
and Perrysburg, connecting those two cities.

In 1915 they constructed two miles of the

same highway in Hancock County.

Both the brothers were born and reared in

Lucas County, Ohio. William was born in

1878 and his "brother in 1883. They grew up
there on a farm, were educated in the public

schools, and had commercial training in the

business college at Valparaiso, Indiana. Their

parents, Thomas and Sarah (Ryan) Gray, are

still living on their old homestead in Lucas
County, the father at the age of sixty-five and
the mother at fifty-seven. Every one in Prov-

idence Township of Lucas Covmty knows this

worthy couple, who have spent all their lives

in Ohio and were married in Lucas County.

William M. Gray was married in Lucas
County to Myrtle Brown. She was born in

Millbury, Wood County, and reared in Provi-

dence Township, was educated in the local

schools and at Toledo and for a short time

prior to her marriage was a teacher. They
have three children: Charles, now sixteen

years of age, is a member of the class of 1919

in the high school at Bowling Green; Mar-
garet, aged fourteen, also in high school; and
Dorothy, aged seven, has begun her studies

in the grade school.

Mr. Clarence Gray was married in Lucas
County, in Providence Township, to Isabel

Baldwin. They also have three children

:

Pearl, aged eleven ; Merle, aged ten ; and Mary
E., aged two. The two older children are in

the public schools.

Joseph F. Reed, present public safety di-

rector of the City of Bowling Green, has had a

long and active connection with official affairs

in that city.

He was born in Pauling, Ohio, September
15, 1855. He was reared in his native city,

attended the public schools and was married in

that county to Miss Jessie Ditto, of Delphos,
Ohio. Mrs. Reed was born and reared at

Delphos, became a teacher and followed her
work in Paulding, Ohio, where she met and
married Mr. Reed.

In 1886 they removed to Bowling Green and
for seven years conducted a high class restau-

rant in the city. Mr. Reed then sold out and
took the office of city marshal. Four years

later he was appointed chief of police and kept
the city in peace and order in that capacity for

sixteen years. On January 1, 1914, he re-

signed his office as chief, but a year later was
appointed safety director. Mr. Reed has
served as chief of police or safety director

under eight different mayoi's. These mayors
were W. S. Haskell, now of Detroit; Aimer
Campbell, a Bowling Green attorney; Joseph
E. Baird, now director of public service in

Bowling Green; James LaFarre, now de-

ceased; I. M. Taylor, an oil producer; David
C. Van Voorhis, present postmaster of Bowl-
ing Green; T. C. Conley, attorney and court

stenographer; and S. W. Bowman, attorney

and present mayor of the city.

Mr. Reed is affiliated with Centennial Lodge
No. 626, Independent Order of Odd Fellows.

He is also township trustee of Plain Township.
Politically he is a republican and he and his

family are members of the Methodist Episco-
pal Church.
To him and his wife have been born five

children. Ralph died at the age of twenty,
just after finishing his high school studies,

Norma died in infancy, Ethel M. is a graduate
of the local high school at Bowling Green, and
is a school teacher in this county. Joseph D.
Reed is a rubber worker with the Goodyear
Rubber Company at Akron and by his mar-
riage to Cora Austin has a daughter, Jo-
sephine. Ned Shirley, who is employed as a
draftsman with the Garford Truck Company,
married Helen Hess, of Bowling Green, and
has a daughter, Nedra, five years old.

Orio M. Knapp learned the printing trade
from his father and printing has been his
chief business connection at Tiffin. He has
also interested himself in a number of other
movements and institutions in that city, and
has made his work and talents a source of use-

fulness and benefit to his community as well
as to himself.

Mr. Knapp was born at Tiffin January 28,

1878, a son of Russell L. and Philippiua E.
(Snyder) Knapp. His grandfather, Orson
Knapp, was an early day tailor and merchant
at Bellefontaine, Ohio. The maternal grand-
father. Christopher Snyder, was a native of
Hesse Darmstadt, Germany, and came to the
United States about 1820. He was a pioneer
in Tiffin and became a very successful man
in that city. He had a crockery store, and
afterwards built two business blocks on Wash-
ington Street. Russell L. Knapp was born
in Bellefontaine, Ohio, and is now deceased.
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while his wife, Philippina Snyder, was born
at TifSu, where they were married, and is

still living in that city. Russell Knapp fol-

lowed the trade of pi-inter nearly all his active

career at Tiffin. At the age of sixteen he
enlisted for service in the Union Army and
was in the war for a brief period. He was
one of the leading Masons of Tiffin, filled the

office of secretary in the various bodies repre-

sented there, and also occupied the chairs of

the Lodge, Chapter and Knight Templar Com-
mandeiy. Politically he was a republican
and served as councilman of Tiffin. He and
his wife had three children : Orio M. Knapp

;

Augusta R., at home with her mother; and
Earl C, a draftsman with the National Ma-
chinery Company at Tiffin.

Orio i\I. Knapp gi-ew up at Tiffin, attended
the Tifiin High School, and early learned a
trade and became actively associated with his

father in the printing business. His father
died in June, 1905, and he took in as a part-

ner Henry Brohl, and the business is now
continued under the name Knapp & Brohl.

The}' have a well equipped plant and all the

facilities for turning out commercial printing
of every class and stjde. Mr. Knapp is also

art editor and cartoonist of the Goose Quill,

a monthly magazine published in Tiffin.

Mr. Knapp has never married. He is inde-

pendent in politics, is president of the Tiffin

Board of Health, secretaiy of the Seneca
County Humane Society, is a member of the
Chamber of Commerce and a director of the

Seneca County Historical Society. He is also

affiliated with TifBn Lodge No. 94 of the

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.

A. A. Slaybaugh, who recently completed
a most creditable term of administration of

the office of prosecuting attorney in Putnam
County, has been in active practice as a
lawyer in this count}' of his birth for over
twenty years. As an attorney he has a vast
range of experience, acquired partly in pri-

vate practice and partly in public office, and
long since attained a secure position as a mem-
ber of the bar.

Mr. Slaybaugh was born September 2, 1874,

at "West Leipsic, in Putnam County. He is a

son of Thomas C. and Emma J. Slaybaugh.
His parents were both natives of Pennsyl-
vania. His mother was a school teacher in an
early day, and his father, who is still living,

was a carpenter and a veteran of the Civil

war. "Sir. Slaybaugh was reared in West
Leipsic. attended the Normal School at Leip-

sic, Ohio, when it was under the capable su-

pervision of I. S. Harmon, and at the age of

sixteen he acciuired his teacher's license. Like
many successful men in the law and other
professions he did his novitiate as a teacher.

For two years he taught in Putnam County,
his first school being at Miller City in 1891.

In June, 1893, Mr. Slaybaugh began the
study of law with T. W. Prentiss at Leipsic.

With such diligence did he apply himself to

his work that in October, 1896, he was ad-

mitted to the Putnam County bar and at once
began practice at Leipsic.

Mr. Slaybaugh has for many years been
active in the councils of the democratic party.
From 1900 to 1902 he was mayor of Leipsic,

was solicitor of the village from 1902 to 1912,

and on January 1, 1914, again took charge of

the office. He was a member of the local board
of education from January 1, 1910, to Janu-
ary 1, 1913, resigning to enter upon his duties

as prosecuting attorney. He was elected

prosecuting attorney in November, 1912, and
during the four years of his service, until

1916, he made the office a source of protection

and means of the upholding of law and order
in a manner which reflected great credit upon
his personal courage and ability.

On June 9, 1901. Mr. Slaybaugh married
Emily Bradley. Mrs. Slaybaugh was born in

Kalida, Putnam County, a daughter of Pat-
terson and Emily (Turpenning) Bradley.
Her father, now deceased, was a farmer in

early life and later a dealer in horses. He
also served with credit as a soldier in the

Union army. He was of Irish parentage and
he located at Kalida in Putnam County soon
after the close of the war. ]Mr. and Mrs.
Slaybaugh have two children : Gordon Max-
well and Helen Louise.

Frank William Day. It is a successful

man who can capitalize a special ability and
his experience so as to become proprietor of

a business of his own. This is what Frank
William Day has done at Findlay and though
one of the younger business men of that city

he is now sole proprietor of the successful

establishment known a.s Day Cycle Company
at 111 East Sandusky Street.

Mr. Day wa.s born at Viroqua in Vernon
County, Wisconsin, on May 10, 1890, a son

of William H. and Minnie (Mitchell) Day.
His family is of English descent, and the

Days were established in this country by
three lirothers. .When Mr. Day was a year and
a half old his parents removed to Carey,
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Ohio, and a few years later to Fiiidlay. Mi-.

Day was reared and educated at Fiudlay,

attending the grammar and high schools. At
the age of eighteen he lictiaii worldiig- as a

clerk for Bickelhauj)!, tlic '^incci-y man, but

after a year he went wilh 'riKniiiis «S; Com-
pany in their establishment on South Main
Street. He made his services count until he
soon was given charge of an entire depart-

ment.
In December, 1911, Mr. Day left that firm

to set up in business for himself at 110 West
Front Street. He conducted a repair shop
for bicycles and motorcycles, but si.K mouths
later moved to his present location at 111

Ea.st Sandusky Stn'i't. ITci-e he has ex-

tended his business by puttiiiu- in a complete

stock of bicyrhs, tires, motiu-eycle, automo-
bile and electrical supplies. He has a patron-

age now not only in Findlay but also

Hancock County, and an expert himself in

his special line he has the executive ability

to handle a prosperous and growing busi-

January 1, 1910, Mr. Day married Miss

Maybelle Clare Ames of Findlay. They have
two children : Frank William, Jr., born Oc-

tober 13, 1910, and Roger Rollin, born Jan-
uary 17, 1912. Mr. Day is independent in

his polities and is affiliated with the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows. As a result

of hard work and depending strictly upon
himself he now owns his own home and some
otlier real estate in Findlay.

Hon. a. H. J.vckson. While Mr. Jackson

is entitled to the distinction of "Honorable"
before his name by reason of his former serv-

ice in Congress and also by the excellence of

his four years as mayor of Fremont, his real

achievements have been in business and in-

dustrial affairs. Many people will be found
to say that A. H. Jackson has done more for

the solid prosperity of Fremont than any other

one man. His beginnings were humble enough.

At one time he was selling goods from a wagon
as a kind of high class peddler. He probably
inherited .some Yankee genius in commercial
affairs. jMr. .lackson has been a resident of

Fremont iiKne iliaii lurty-five years. Quite
early in his career lie entered the manufactur-
ing field. He has been responsible for the

upbuilding and maintenance of the two
largest industries of Fremont. The product
of these industries has made the name Fre-

mont known over all America and even in

foreign lands. Public service is important,

but nothing comes so close to the vital welfare
of the people as a wisely conducted and per-

manent industry, furnishing employment to

many and creating work and opportunity of

an enduring nature.

Mr. Jackson is a native of New York State,

having been born in Delaware County May
10, 1846. HLs parents were George W. and
Roxanna (Ripley) Jackson. His father w^as

a native of New York State and his mother
of the State of Massachusetts, and they lived

to advanced years. The father was a farmer
but in later life engaged in the lumber in-

dustry and was fairly successful. He and his

wife had five children : Marian, George Her-
bert, Ellen, Clai'a and A. H. All the otlier

children are now living in Michigan. Both
parents were active in the Methodist Epis-
copal Church and the father was a republican.

A. H. .lacksdii had a connnon school educa-
tion in Deiiiwarc ( 'ounty, New York. He also

attended school for a time at i'oniing. New
York. By the time he was seveiiii'eii years of

age he had a moderate aimmiit of schooling

and considerable knowledge of the carpenter's

trade. But even then he recognized his true

field as merchandising.
Some men .start as clerks and go through

a long apprenticeship before they become in-

dependent merchants. Mr. Jackson took a
short cut. With a capital of about $17 he
invested in a stock of notions, and exercised

such salesmanship and persistence as to turn
over his capital in a short time. He made
sufficient profit to buy a horse and wagon.
The wagon he filled with a stock of goods
readily saleable through the country districts.

He started selling on the streets at auction,

and was soon making good in his special role

as a street salesman. There were several

things that contributed to his success and
raised him above the plane of the ordinary
peddler. In the first i)lace lie refused to

handle anything except reliable goods. He
also recognized the value of aiivcrtising. He
made his wagon attract i\-e. displayed his goods
to advantage, ami in a short time he had sev-

eral wagons ti'a\cliiii; about. His own special

wagon was a ci'cation sufficient to attract the

eye of the mo.st dilatory purchaser. It was
drawn by four fine horses, and the caravan
seldom stopped at town or city without effect-

ing a sale, and always remaining three daj's

in a town. With this fine outfit Mr. Jackson
traveled through New England and through
the states of Kansas, Iowa, Illinoi.s, Indiana,
Michigan, New York. Pennsylvania and Ohio.
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His reputation and the reputation and quality

of his goods often preceded him by miles, and
when he made a second round on any route

his patronage increased almost by magic.

In 1872 Mr. Jackson had established his

home at Fremont. He continued selling goods
on the road for a number of years, but in

1884 gave up traveling and embarked in a
local retail dry goods business.

Mr. Jackson was always alert and quick to

realize the advantage of something new in

the market. About that time the mode of

woman 's dress prescribed the
'

' bustle " as in-

dispensable to good form and Mr. Jackson
invented and put on the market a superior

type of this now obsolete article. He de-

veloped a large demand for the bustles, and
they were manufactured on a large scale. It

was from this that his vast enterprise as a
manufacturer was developed.

He also began manufacturing underwear
and making shears and razors. He is now head
of two industries, and they are the largest

institutions in Sandusky County and among
the largest and most important in the State
of Ohio. The A. H. Jackson Manufacturing
Company, making a large line of women's and
children's muslin and flannelette underwear,
is incorporated with a capital of $400,000.
The products are sold all over the United
States and the annual volume of sales amount
to over $900,000. Mr. Jackson is also presi-

dent of the Fremont Suspender Company,
manufacturing suspenders, hose supporters
and similar articles. He is president of the
Jackson Knife and Shear Company, manu-
facturing knives, shears and high class razors,

and this company is capitalized at $200,000.
The A. H. Jackson Manufacturing Company,
besides the immense plant at Fremont, has
branch factories in Sandusky, Tiffin, Clyde
and Bellevue, Ohio.

These various companies are family corpora-
tions and practically all the stock is owned
by Mr. Jackson and members of his own
household. He was married in 1872 to Miss
Mary Sharp, a native of the State of Dela-
ware and a daughter of Abram Sharp, who
was an early settler in Fremont and a car-

penter and contractor there for many years.
He lived beyond the age of ninety-nine. Mr.
and Mrs. Jackson have three children : Lula
F., Nellie and Edith. Lula is the wife of
F. H. Anderson, general manager of the
underwear factory at Fremont, and they have
two children, Marion and Dorothy. Nellie
married Thomas A. Morrow, who is a success-

ful New York business man and is general
agent, advertising manager and has most of

the responsibilities connected with tlie New
York City branch of the "2 In 1 Stove
Polish." Mr. and Mrs. Morrow have one
child, George K. Edith is the wife of B. H.
Swift, manager of the shears works at Fre-
mont. Their two children are Jackson Brad-
ford and Barbara Swift.

Besides the industries he has built up Mr.
Jackson has done much other material de-

velopment in Fremont. Several fine brick

structures in different parts of the city bear
his name, one of them being the Hotel Jack-
son. He built a nice home for each of his

children, and at this writing he is construct-

ing a beautiful home for himself at the corner
of Birchard Avenue and Park Avenue, lo-

cated in the most exclusive part of the city,

and it is a home which would be a credit to

any metropolis.

]\Ir. Jackson has always taken a leading

part in republican politics and in public af-

fairs in Fremont and in Sandusky County.
From 1897 to 1901 he served as mayor of

Fremont and that administration marked an
era of general prosperity and improvement in

his city. In 1902 he was elected a member
of the Fifty-eighth Congress, and that elec-

tion was a test and proof of his tremendous
personal popularity, since he was chosen on
the republican ticket in a district normally
democratic by thousands of votes. It was one
of the most interesting campaigns in Ohio
politics, and his friends did not cease cele-

brating his victory for a number of days.

After one term in Congress he declined to ac-

cept further nomination. I\Ir. and Mrs. Jack-
son are active members of the Presbyterian
Church and Mrs. Jackson is a worker in the

various church societies. Fraternally he is

affiliated with the Masonic order.

Hon. Earl D. Bloom, lieutenant-governor
of the State of Ohio, has for many years been
a successful lawyer in practice at Bowling
Green and is a native of Wood County, where
he was born on a farm in Liberty Township
in 1862. He is a son of James and Lydia
(Ackerman) Bloom. Both parents were bom
in Wood County and both in the same year,

1840. They were married in Liberty Town-
ship, took up farming there, and when Gover-
nor Bloom was a small child they removed to

Henry Township in the same county and re-

sumed farming in that section. On the old

homestead James Bloom passed away in 1883.
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His widow died in 1916, aged seventy-six.

Both were active members of the Christian

Church for a number of years but later became
affiliated with the United Brethi-en. James
Bloom was a democrat and held several local

offices. Their respective pai-euts had come to

Wood County in pioneer days, when the entire

country was almost an unbroken forest. The
Blooms and Ackermans were of the substantial

farming class and contributed their energies

to the betterment and substantial improvement
of this section of Ohio.

It is noteworthy that Governor Bloom's fa-

ther and grandfather, both of whom bore the

name James, were soldiers in the Union army
during the Civil war. Both were members of

the Eleventh Ohio Infantry. The grand-
father served more than a year and James,
Jr., was in the service forty-four months. The
latter was twice wounded, once at ^Missionary

Ridge. Both wounds were in the arm and he
was not long disabled from active service. In
later years he affiliated with Sill Post, Grand
Army of the Republic, at North Baltimore.

James and Lydia Bloom had five children

:

Horace, a farmer in Henrj- Township, has two
children. Earl and Gladys; Louis, also a far-

mer in Henry Township, is married and has

a family of children, Lewis, Andrew, John
and ]\Iildred ; Earl D., the third in age ; Har-
riet, wife of C. C. Swope, a farmer in Wood
County, their children being ilaude, Beatrice

and Pearl; Phoebe is the wife of Samuel
George and they live in Cleveland.

Governor Bloom grew up and received his

education cliiefly in Henry Township of Wood
County and for five years was a successful

teacher in that township. He then began the

study of law and in 1895 was graduated from
the Ohio Northern University at Ada and was
admitted to the bar the same year. For ten

years he practiced with offices at Bloomdale
in Wood County and in 1905 removed to

Bowling Green. He has practiced in all the

courts of the state and has been a successful

lawyer and for many years a leader in the

democratic party. Since his admission to the

bar he has been a delegate to nearly all the

state, county and district conventions and
was a member of the National Convention at

St. Louis in 1916 which renominated President
Wilson. He has also served on the local and
county democratic committees. ]\Ir. Bloom
is a thirty-second degree Scottish Rite Mason,
n member of the Toledo Talley Consistory
and belongs to the Lodge at North Baltimore
and the Chapter and Commandery at Fos-

toria. He is also affiliated with the Benevo-
lent and Protective Order of Elks and the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge at

Bloomdale.
At Weston, Wood County, July 24, 1895,

Governor Bloom married Eleanor 6. Lathrop,
n ilan'^Iiter of William C. and Maria E.
(r)ul)lis) Lathrop. Mrs. Bloom was born in

Wood County in 1875. She taught school and
also did work as a tutor for several years be-

fore her marriage. They have one daughter,
Alice G., a graduate of the Bowling Green
High School with the class of 1917 and now
attending Westei-n College for Women at Ox-
ford, Ohio. Governor and Mrs. Bloom are

active members of the ^lethodist Episcopal

Church.

George N. Young. The responsibilities of

managing the Tiffin postoffice could not have
been better bestowed than upon George N.

Young, who prior to his appointment had dis-

tinguished himself by his able and faithful

performance as a teacher, public official and
a hard working and earnest citizen. Mr. Young
has the distinction of being the first post-

master to have his office in the new building

at Tiffin.

Mr. Young knows what it is to be depend-
ent upon his own resources. He began earn-

ing his living at the age of sixteen and has

sought position and fortune bj- no other means
than what his own efforts and work would
justify.

^Ir. Young was born on a farm near Carey
in Richland Township of Wyandot County
October 11, 1879, a .son of Robert and Min-
erva (Epley) Young. His parents were both

born in Wyandot County. The grandfatlier

Louis Young was born in Holland and on

coming to America located at Hagerstown.
Maryland, later moved to Lancaster County,

Pennsylvania, and from there to Wyandot
County, Ohio, where he bought land direct

from the Government. He improved a home
in the wilderness and spent the rest of his

years there. His first home in Wyandot Coun-
ty was a log cabin. His oldest son still owns
and occupies that old farm. Mr. Young's
maternal grandfather, George Epley, came
from Ireland and was also an early settler in

Wyandot County. Robert Young was born
in "Wyandot County March 30, 1855, and is

still living. His wife was born May 4, 1858,

and died February 19, 1915. Robert Young
is still living on his farm and looking after its

management, having given to agriculture the
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devotion of his best years and energies. He
is a member of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, is a democrat, and has filled with
credit several township offices. In this fam-
ily were seven sons. John H., the oldest, is

a machinist at Tiffin. Emmett E. lives with
his father on the farm. The next in age is

George N. Colman C. is janitor of the post-

office building at Tiffin. Homer was formerly
a.ssistant niaiiatici' of a five and ten cent store

in Toledii and is now manager of a similar

store at Ottumwa, Iowa. Orville P. is propri-

etor of a restaurant and bakery at Sycamore,
Ohio. William F. is assistant manager of a
five and ten cent store at Kokomo, Indiana,

and recently enlisted for service in the United
States Army.
Mr. George N. Young grew up on a farm

and obtained his education as best he could

by attending the winter terms of district

school and three years at the Ohio Northern
University at Ada. At the age of sixteen he

began teaching, and that was his regular voca-

tion for seven years. Three years of this time
Mr. Young taught in the Crawfordsville, Ohio,

schools. That town is on the site of the his-

toric ground where Colonel Crawford, a Rev-
olutionary hero, met a tragic death at the

hands of western Indians. Mr. Young in the

vacations between his school terms continued
to live on a farm. He finally went into the

dry goods and boot and shoe business at

Bloomville in the fall of 1900, and was one
of the progressive merchants of that little

town until the fall of 1908.

Mr. Young gave up business at Bloomville

on account of his election as county clerk of

Seneca County. He entered upon the duties

of his office on August 2, 1909, and continued

as clerk for three terms. He left that office

August 7, 1915, but remained with his suc-

cessor until October 1. 1915, and on Febru-
ary 1, 1916, liecMiMc |i,isi master under appoint-

ment from Prcsiilcnl Wilson.

On February 'S-i. IS'JT, ilr. Young married
Rosa A. Reiff. She was born and reared in

Seneca County near Berwick. They are the
parents of three children : Goldie Ruth, bom
in September, 1898, and graduated from the

Tiffin High School in 1917. Naomi B., born
in November, 1901, and now a student in high
school. Faye, born in May, 1906, and now
in the sixth grade of the public schools. The
family are members of St. Paul's Methodist
Episcopal Church. Mr. Young has always
taken much interest in fraternal affairs. He
is a member of Seneca Lodge No. 80, Inter-

national Order of Odd Fellows, is past chan-
cellor of Pickwick Lodge No. 175, Knights of

Pythias, is a past councillor of Council No.
136, Junior Order of United American Me-
chanics, and is now chaplain of the Fratei-nal

Order of Eagles. He also belongs to the Elks
and the Modern Woodmen of America.
Mr. Young has done much to build up and hold
together an efficient deAocratic organization

in Seneca County. While living at Bloom-
ville he was treasurer of the village corpora-

tion and at different times has been a member
of the County Central and County Executive
Committees.

Petek Wesley McRevnolds, A. M., D. D.
An institution that is distinctive of the high
ideals for which the small American college

has always stood is Defiance College at De-
fiance, Ohio, which is now completing its fif-

teenth year of work and existence. Because
it is based upon a fundamental need in the

educational life of America Defiance College

has made significant headway even in a cen-

tury wlu're the great university and the tech-

nical and special institution have flourished.

The president of Defiance College from the

beginning has been Peter Wesley McReynolds,
who is not only an educator of high ideals,

but is even more notable as an executive and
organizer. Doctor McReynolds has given the

best years of his life to educational work, and
is still a .young man with years of usefiilness

before him.

He was born in Kokomo, Indiana, March
16, 1872, a son of Raven and Nancy (Orem)
ilcReynolds, the former a native of Kentucky
and tlie latter of Tennessee. While his parents

wei'e not people of wealth, they maintained a

home for their children and exerted influences

over their forming characters which no home
of luxury could excel. Raven McReynolds
was a faniii'i', and lioth In' and his wife exem-
plified some of the hest of llie Christian vir-

tues. He died at Kokomo in 1911, at the age

of sevent.v-seven, and his widow still resides

in that city. Their kindly nature is perhaps

best illustrated in the fact that they not only

reared eleven children of their own, but also

five orphans. All the eleven children are still

living, and there are thirty-seven grandchil-

dren. Raven ilcReynolds was an early settler

in Northern Indiana, and by his industry

cleared up a tract of 500 acres of land, mak-
ing it a farm hardly excelled anywhere in

the state for productivity and efficiency of

management. On that farm Doctor McRe.v-
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Holds and his brothers received their early

training. They were taught to be self-respect-

ing, tilt' vjihie of toil, and at the same time

due eiii|ilui>is wns placed upon the practice of

Chrisliiiiiily ami a broad and liberal acquaint-

ance hIiIi litcfiitiire and the arts. It is not

surprising thai scvoi-al of thr sons liav.' at-

tained i.roiiiiiiciici". One of lliciii, T. (
'. .Mc-

Reynold.s, is general manager of llu' Indiana

Railways and Liglit Company, antl his con-

structive ability has been the chief factor m
the success of this $5,000,000 corporation.

Another son, C. W. McReynolds, is general

manager of the Kokomo lee Plant. Still an-

other son, J. R. ilcReynolds, is a bridge and
road contractor. The rest of the sous are suc-

cessful farmers.

Peter Wesley McReynolds grew up on his

father's farm until he was fourteen. He at-

tended the local schools, the Kokomo High
School, the T'entral Indiana Xoriiial School,

the Union Cliristian Collc-r, Hillsdale Col-

lege, and in iS!!.") lii'adiiatcd A. 1'.. fi'oiii Hiram
College in Oliio. That insiilmion subse-

quentlv conferred upon liini the (|i".^ree Mas-
ter of" Arts. Doctor .M(diryiiol(ls also spent

nearly a year in the rniver.sity of Chicago as

a student.

For six years Doctor McReynolds was pas-

tor of the Christian Church at ^Marshall,

^lichigan, and in the fall of 1901 accepted the

call to Defiance to the office of dean of the

Defiance Female Seminary. After one year

he took an active part in the reorganization

of this institution as Defiance College, and
was elected the first and has served as the

only iir.sidcn) to date.

Diliaiicr ( 'ollcge opened in 1902 with thirty-

three sludcnls and the annual enrollment is

now 600. The original building was Defiance

Hall, a three-storv brick structure, costing

about .$12,000. Since then other buildings

have been added and the eaiiipus now eontains

five structures. Trowbridge Hall, used li\ the

women, was built in 1905, and the Carnegie

Addition was completed in 1907. Weston
Hall is a three-story brick structure and is

used for recitation rooms and various other

purposes, containing a large a*wtitorium. The
most stately building on the campus is Sisson

Hall, which was built in 1910-11, at an ap-

proximate cost of $50,000. It is the home for

men. Another building is the Sutphen ilemo-

rial Home for the president. Tlie Tenzer

Science Hall is now under const nietion and
is to be completed bv .Jul\- 1. IDlS. at a cost

of $70,000. At the present time tlie assets of

Defiance College aggregate approximately
$600,000 in value.

Defiance College presents a course of study
and instruction measuring up to the high

standard college of liberal arts and sciences,

and it also conducts a normal ti-aining school

that is one of the best in Ohio, its diplomas
iieing I'eadily recognized as equivalent to state

eertilieales.
"

in 1!)04 Doctor McReynolds was given the

degree Doctor of Divinity by Elon College of

North Carolina. In 1914 he married Bertha
Kniffen, of Los Angeles, California. Mrs.

.McReynolds is herself an educator, a woman
of broad culture and of many qualifications

as an artist. She was one of the first gradu-

ates of Defiance College, afterwards took

post-graduate work in the University of Mich-

igan, taught for several years in the Port

Huron High School of that state, and for four

years before her marriage was connected with

the high schools of Los Angeles, California.

George Albert Gorsuch, M. D., has had
active affiliations with the medical fraternity

of Northwest Ohio for twenty years. His

attainments and s])ecial skill have led him
more and more into tlie field of specialization

of practice, and lie stands in the front rank

as a specialist in the treatment of eye, ear, nose

and throat. Doctor (iorsiu'li practiced his spe-

cialty at Toledo for a imnil.er of years, but a

couple of years ago came to Howling Green,

where he is established in handsome and well

equipped offices and has all the work he can

attenci to in his particular line.

Doctor Gorsueh was graduated from the To-

ledo Medical College in 1896. and as a general

practitioner he spent two years in Helena,

Ohio, and from ISH!) to 1!H)1 was in practice at

East Toledo. In IDOl-H'J lie was abi'oad pnr-

suing advanced stmlies and attending hosi)ital

clinics in the City of ISerlin, (iermany. On re-

turning to America he located on the west

side of Toledo, and in I'.lOl again took post-

graduate work in Detroit. In 1905 Doctor

Gorsueh concentrated his entire attention upon
special lines, and for a number of mouths
was in Chicago in the Chicago Eye, Ear, Nose
and Throat Hospital, the Chicago Policlinic

and the Illinois Eye and Ear Infirmary. In

1907 he returned to Toledo and began prac-

tice as a specialist with offices on Michigan
Street. From there he removed to Rowling
Green in 1911. and has since been in practice

at the AVood ('ouiitv seat, at tirsl with ot'tices

on ]\Iain Street, and since -lanuarv 1, 1917, at
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126 "West Wooster Street. Doctor Gorsueh
has invested thousands of dollars in the elab-

orate and costly equipment which a specialist

in his line requires. He is as much a student
todaj' as ever, and takes every opportunity to

keep abrea.st of the times by the reading of

.standard literature and constant association

with the leaders of his specialties.

Doctor Gor.such is a member in good stand-
ing of the Ohio State Medical Society, the

Wood County Society, and the American Med-
ical Association. Doctor Gorsueh is a native of
Ottawa County, Ohio, born at Genoa forty-

three years ago. He was educated in his native
locality until seventeen, after which he re-

moved to Toledo. His grandparents came
to Fostoria, Ohio, from ^Maryland. His grand-
father, L. L. Gorsueh, took up the profession

of medicine after moving to Ohio and subse-

quently located in Toledo. From that city he
practiced all over this .section of Ohio, being
one of the pioneer physicians who went about
the country on horseback, with medicines in

saddlebags, and there was hardly a better

known practitioner than he. His death oc-

curred in 188.3, after a lifetime of service, and
he was then eighty-five years old. Doctor Gor-
sueh 's father was Russell B. Gorsueh, who wa^
born on a farm near West Millgrove, Ohio.
In early life he was a teacher and when the
Civil war broke out he entered a cavalry regi-

ment and served to the end of the war, being
in many of the noted campaigns and historic

battles. He was never wounded, but while in

service he contracted organic heart trouble,

from which his death finally resulted in 1916.
For many years after the war he was a stave
and hoop manufacturer in Ottawa County.
Russell B. Gorsueh was married at Maume'e,
Ohio, to Harriet Champion, who was born
near Maumee in Lucas County. She is now
living in East Toledo at the age of sixty-

•seven. She is a Methodist, as was her hus-
band, and he was a republican in politics.

Doctor Gorsueh was formerly affiliated with
Charles Sumner Lodge No. 137 of the Knights
of Pythias at Toledo, which he served as chan-
cellor commander, and is now a member of
Kenneth Lodge No. 158 of that order in Bowl-
ing Green. He has been one of the leading
members of the Bowling Green Lodge of Elks,
and was especially active in the promotion
and production of the club's dramatic per-
formances. This club produced two fine comic
operas, "The Captain of Phnnouth," and
"The Kahn of Cathan," which were played

before large and appreciative audiences. Po-
litically Doctor Gorsueh is a republican.

Augustus M.veshall Smith is sole pro-
prietor of the "A. M. Smith Marble and Gran-
ite Works at Findlay. It is a business estab-
lisliment that for a great many years has
lieen a recognized asset of the city. Mr.
Smith is one of the older business men of
Findlay, and lias had a career in which he
has had few favors and has won out to a
successful position by hard work and an un-
usual concentration of energy under the stim-

ulus of an ambition for something more than
average achievement.
He was born in the City of Cincinnati in

1854 and is of English stock. His parents
were John and Sarah J. (Hopkins) Smith,
and the family were early identified with
Dayton, Ohio. Mr. Smith's parents were
poor people, and he had few advantages
either at home or in school. Altogether he
attended country .sehools only four years,

and those terms were often separated by wide
intervals in which he was earning his own
w^ay. At the age of thirteen he went to In-

dianapolis, Indiana, lived and worked on
several farms near that city and finally was
made a fireman on a switch engine in the

yards of the Panhandle Railroad Company,
now part of tlie Pennsylvania system. The
locomotive he fired was one of the old-fash-

ioned wood burners, ilr. Smith witnessed the
change fi-om the wood to coal burning sys-

tem, and he was the first man to fire in the

new way on a switch engine. That was his

work in the Indianapolis yards for three

years, then for two years he had a freight

run as a regulai* fireman, between Indian-
apolis and Piqua, Ohio, a distance of ll.j

iniles.

Railroading seemed to have limited oppor-
tunities for the future and he gave up the

occupation and learned the trade of marble
cutter in an Indianapolis shop. After serving

his apprenticeship he became a traveling jour-

neyman marble cutter and worked for four
years at different places in the Middle West.
Going to Cle%Tland he was made a foreman
in the Thomas Jones & Son ilarble Works,
but in July, 1876, he came to Findlay and
wa.s employed as foreman for the Moses Lou-
than & Son Marble Works. He remained with
that firm four years and eight months. In

that time he had managed to save $600. This

was the capital with which he started in busi-
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uess for himself. At fix-st he had as a partner
William White, aud the firm was Smith &
White. They estahlished their yards and
shop on January 1, 1881, on South Maiu
Street. A year later Mr. Smith was able to

buy out his partner aud he has now been at

the head of the business for over thirty-five

yeai's. In 1889 he purchased for his present

location on West Crawford Street a lot 50
by 200 feet and built a shop and has since

added to his facilities everything required for

the handling of an immense business. Some
of the finest carved monumental work done
in Northern Ohio comes out of his shop and
another product is cut building stone. Mr.
Smith is a master of his trade in every tech-

nical process and does all his own designing.

He has an expert organization and handles
contracts all over Central and Northern Ohio.

Mr. Smith married Julia A. ileyer, daugh-
ter of Dr. John jMeyer of Wapakoneta, Ohio.

Frank Eugeue, the oldest of his childi-en,

lives in Bowling Green, Ohio, where he con-

ducts a marble and monumental works, in

which he is very successful. He married
Anna Elizabeth, daughter of August and
Elizabeth Gerouch. j\Ir. and Mrs. Frank E.

Smith have been married twentj'-one years

and they are the parents of four children:

Corinue, Lettie, Arthur aud Elizabeth. The
daughter, Coriune, is now studying vocal

music with Professor Hall of Chicago, and
piano and dramatic reading with other noted
artists of that citj'. Mr. Smith's second son

is Harry A., also of Findlay. He married
Esther Hoppeuberg, daughter of Gustavus
ill id Pauline Hoppeuberg. Chester Price, the

third son, is now nineteen years of age and
is living in Detroit.

]\Ir. Smith is a republican both in national

and local politics. He is a member of the

English Lutheran Church, and for twenty-

five years has been a member in good stand-

ing of Lodge No. 73, Independent Order of

Odd Fellows, and also belongs to Rathbone
Lodge No. 400, Knights of Pjthias, Lodge
No. 75, Benevolent and Protective Order of

Elks, and is afSliated with the Woodmen of

the World and the Tribe of Ben Hur.

John J. Lehmann is one of the prominent
members of the Fremont bar, where he has

been in active practice for over twenty years.

He has attended strictly to business, has

gained the confidence of his clients and the

pulilic generally, and has also done much to

promote the success of his party in politics.

Mr. Lehmann represents one of the verj'

earliest pioneer families of Scott Township,
Sandusky County, where he was boru October
4, 1863. He is a son of Leodegar and Barbara
(Staub) Lehmann.
His father was born in Baden, Germany,

October 6, 1821, and died at his country home
in Scott Township of Sandusky County,
March 30, 1913, in his ninety-second ye'ar.

When he was twelve years of age he came
with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Leopold Leh-
mann, to America in 1833. The family lived

at Columbus, Ohio, for a short time, where
Mrs. Leopold Lehmann died of cholera. In
the fall of 1833 the remainder of the family
went to Lower Sandusky, now Fremont, and
about a year later moved to a tract of land
in Scott Township. That was nearly eighty-

five years ago. Only two or three families of

white people lived in the entire township and
the country was still wild and rough, filled

with wild game and numerous Indians. The
Lehmanus lived iu a log hut, and at first their

efforts at raising crops were rendered futile

by the ravages of the squirrels, raccoons and
birds. One of the oldest of the children, Har-
mon, had established a home in Cincinnati
and he took two of his younger sisters with
him to live until the family could pass the
period of distress and poverty. Leopold Leh-
mann was a physician by profession and he
finally engaged in practice at Fremont, but
later returned to his country home and carried
on farming as well as looking after his large
country practice. Leodegar Lehmann in the
absence of his father had to assume the heavier
burdens and responsibilities of caring for the
family. He worked in the woods and the
fields, on the cauals and at whatever he could
get in order to earn money to buy the pro-
visions and clothing for the family. He was
earnest and industrious, and not only did his

part by his brothers and sisters but also iu
time took a wife of his own and lived a long,

prosperous, contented and honorable lifetime

as a farmer and good citizen.

When the family removed to Seott Town-
ship the nearest Catholic Church was at Tiffin.

Harmon, the oldest brother, sent Leodegar to

Tiffin and paid his board while he was mak-
ing his first communion. Ever afterward
Leodegar Lelimann was constant in his devo-
tions and his duties as a church member, and
in the early days he went back aud forth over
a route lilazed through the trees to the church
at Tiffin.

It is said that he first saw h's future wife
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while she was riding by the Lehmann home on

horseback, either going after corn meal or

going home with it. On November 9, 1851,

he married iliss Barbara Staub. She was
born while her parents, ^Iv. and Mrs. Adam
Staub, were crossing the ocean to America.

Her birth occurred in May, 1833, and she is

still living on the old homestead in Seott

Tdwuship. Mr. Leodegar Lehmann took great

pains to bring up his children as good citi-

zens and Christians, and although his home
was seven miles from the church at Millers-

ville he and his family traveled over the road

and went to church every Sunday no matter

what the weather. He and his wife had
eleven children : ]\Irs. Peter BuUinger, Adam
Lehmann, Mrs. John H. Miller, Andrew Leh-

mann, Mrs. Simon D. Goodman, John J.

Lehmann, Mrs. Andrew Bach, Franklin Leh-

mann, "VYilliam E. Lehmann, Mrs. David K.

Morrison, and Henry Lehmann. When Leo-

degar Lehmann died he was also survived by

forty-two grandchildren and twenty-four

great-grandchildren.

John J. Lehmann grew up in a home of

worthy ideals and good Christian influences

and besides the education he acquired in the

public schools he attended college at Ada.

He began his active career as a teacher and
taught for ten years in country schools and at

Rising Sun, Ohio. While at Rising Sun he

took up the study of law ixnder O'Farrell &
McSheehy at Fremont, Ohio, and later pur-

sued a course in the law department of the

university at Ada, Ohio. He was admitted to

the bar in 1894. Since then he has been in

active practice at Fremont, and almost from

the first he has made a good living from the

clientage he has had in office and in court

work. He now owns a good farm, and alto-

gether is one of the very successful and in-

fluential men of Fremont.
Mr. Lehmann was married October 16, 1894,

the same year of his admission to the bar, to

Miss Lillian B. Frye. Mrs. Lehmann was
born near Rising Sun, Ohio, daughter of

Jacob and Eliza Frye. Her father was a

farmer in that community. Four children

have been born to their union, three sons and
one daughter: Lester L., who is sergeant in

Company K of the Sixth Ohio National Guard
and has recently been in service on the Mexi-

can border; Ruth E., still at home; and Wil-

liam Elbert, and John F., both attending

school. The family are members of St. Ann's
Catholic Church at Fremont, and Mr. Leh-

mann is active in the Catholic Mutual Benefit

As.sociation. He is also a member of the

American Insurance Union, the Modern
Woodmen of America, the Woodmen of the

AVorld and the Maccabees. He has served as

clerk in the camp of the ]\Iodern Woodmen
since it was organized in 1895. Politically

Mr. Lehmann is a democrat. He has done
much campaigning and is an able speaker

and a very logical and persua.sive debater.

He served in the office of townshi|> clerk, and
he represented Sandusky County in tlie State

Legislature during the Seventy-sixth and
Seventy-seventh General assemblies.

N. R. Harrington has been a member of the

Bowling Green bar thirty years. He has sel-

dom allowed politics or outside interests to

distract him from the strict lines of his profes-

sion, and he has enjoyed a high rank among
the leaders of the Ohio bar.

Mr. Harrington was born in Pickaway
County, Ohio, in 1860. He spent most of his

youth in Trumbull County, where he was
reared and educated, and where he studied

law with Hon. W. T. Speer, of the State Su-

preme Court, and with his uncle, C. A. Har-
rington, a leading member of the Trumbull
County bar. Wliile still a law student Mr.
Harrington served as deputy county clerk.

He was admitted to the bar in 1886 and in

May, 1887, located at Bowling Green, where
throughout the years he has steadily devoted

himself to an enlarging general practice. His
first law partner was Robert Dunn, Sr., and in

1890 he became associated in practice with

Judge F. A. Baldwin, a partnership that con-

tinued over a period of twenty years. It was
dissolved when Judge Baldwin was elected to

the Court of Common Pleas in 1910. In 1915

Mr. Harrington formed a partnership with

Robert Dunn, Jr., son of his former law part-

ner, who was graduated from Dennison Col-

lege in 1910 and from the law department of

the Ohio State University in 1914.

Much of the practice of this firm is now cor-

poration work. They are local attorneys for

the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton Railway
Company, the 0. E. Street Railway Com-
pany, the iMaumee Valley Railway Company,
the City Waterworks, the Wood County Sav-

ings Bank, of which "Sir. Harrington is a di-

rector, and the Equitable Building and Loan
Company, which ilr. Harrington organized

and which he has since served as both director

and president. JMr. Harrington has filled the

office of city solicitor and was for twelve years

a member of the board of education. He was
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for a number of years president of the city

council and has always aligned himself help-

fully with every movement for the local wel-

fare. He is a republican in politics, has been
president of the local Young Men's Christian
Association, and he and his wife are active in

the Presbyterian Church, where for many
years he has served as an elder. He is a

Knight Templar Mason, having affiliation with
Commandery No. 7 at Toledo and belongs to

Lodge No. 112 of the Knights of Pythias at

Bowling Green.
Mr. Harrington married January 1, 1889,

Miss Laura Belle Case, of Trumbull County,
Ohio. They have three children, Edward A.,

a member of the firm that publishes the Black
and White Record, the largest Holstein paper
in the country. Helen M., the daughter, is

the wife of Wilson M. Compton, who is con-
nected with the Federal Trade Commission,
Washington, D. C. Frank A. Harrington, the
younger son, a former Dartmouth student, is

now serving in the United States marines.

RoscoE Carle, of Fostoria. editor and pub-
lisher of the Daily Times, has been a news-
paper man by active experience for twenty-
seven years. During the greater part of this

time his home has been in Fostoria and while
building up the circulation and prestige of

one of the leading papers of Seneca County,
lie has taken an active part in the public life

of the community and is now ser\ing as Fos-
toria 's postmaster.

Mr. Carle was born at Lake Geneva, Wis-
consin, ^lay 20, 1863. His parents were Jonas
H. and Priscilla (Egbert) Carle. His grand-
father, James Carle, was a native of Knox
County, Maine, and spent bis entire life there

as a farmer. The Cai'b's arc of English stock.

The maternal grandfatlicr. Ti-iah Egbert, also

of an old English family, was born in New
Jersey and was a pioneer settler in Fairfield,

Ohio, moving from there to Seneca ( 'ounty,

where he spent his last years. In liis family
were thirteen children, Priscilla being the
youngest dangliter. Jonas H. Carle was born
at Camden, Maine, and was married at Tiffin,

his wife being a native of Seneca Count.y. She
is still living. Jonas Carle had a successful

though brief career and died at the age of

thirty-two. During the Civil war he enlisted

in the 101st Ohio Infantry, and afterwards
served two years as corporal in the First Wis-
consin Heavy Artillery in Battery B. For a

time he was engaged in manufacturing in

Southern Illinois, and from there moved to

Wisconsin, where he died. He was a member
of the Masonic Order.

Roscoe Carle, who is tln' only survivor oi
two children, receiv.,! his ,arly' education at
Green Springs and in rdnnti'v schools near
Tiffin. He attend.'d I IcidcllHT-- Academy and
spent four years in the (Mii.i Stat(^ I'liiversity

and in 1890 graduated IVinii Conirll Univer-
sity. While a eollegv man Jic was interested
in newspaper work, and began liis active ca-
reer as a reporter at Tiffin and Fostoria, and
in 1902 he lionght tlie Daily Times at Fos-
toria. Mr. Carle had succeeded in building
up a circulation of 2,500 copies, and has not
only a very intlnential newspaper but does a
large printing business in his well equipped
plant.

He married September 11, 1906, Miss Dottie
M. Hale. Mrs. Carle was born near Arcadia
in Hancock County, Ohio. Her father, T. H.
Hale, was a commission merchant. iMr. and
Mrs. Carle have two children, Stanton and
Constance.

Mr. Carle's first affiliation with a secret
order was the college society. Alpha Tan Ome-
ga. He is a Knight Templar Mason, has
served as master of his lodge, and also belongs
to tlic licnrviilcnt and Protective Order of
Elks, the KiiiLihts of Pythias and the Grange.
For tlirrr yi'ai's ^[r. Carlo served as cap-

tain of the .Xatioiiid (iiiard Coiniiain- at Tiffin.

He was eh-rtrd ;ind s,-r\vd in thr siaic l.cuis-

lature during the .seventy-fifth and scwuty-
sixth sessions and for yeai-s has been one of
the leading men in the democratic party in
Seneca County. On ^lay 1, 1915, he was ap-
pointed postiiiasfcr of Fostoria. He is also
president of the ( 'ity l.ilirai-\ Board and mem-
ber of the Fostoria Cliauiljcr of Commerce,
the Country Club and is active in the local

Chautauqua Association.

Arthur Rosenblatt is a Tiffin business
man with a record of ability and strictest

honor and has built up a large business foi'

the collection and handling of all kinds of
junk, including wood and other materials.
He was born in Cleveland February 15,

1878, a son of Max and Rachael (Gottlieb)
Rosenblatt. Both parents were natives of
Russia. His paternal grandfather, Moses
Rosenblatt, was a blacksmith in Russia, and
was at one time employed in making bayonet
points for the army. During the Crimean war
he served as a guard to Czar Nirliohis. When
about forty years of age he brou.ulit his family
to America and located in Cleveland, and that
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city was liis home for sixty years. He lived

to be a centenarian, and always followed the

trade of blacksmith during his active years.

Max Rosenblatt was very young when his

parents settled in Cleveland. He was edu-

cated in the public schools there and spent his

active life as a commercial man. He and his

family were active and devout members of the

Jewish Synagogue in Cleveland. He and his

wife had ten children and the five now living

are: Arthur; Fannie, wife of Barney Bar-

nett, a Cleveland tailor; Jacob, who is em-

ployed by his brother Arthur at Tiffin ; Sarah,

wife of Ben Sclmeckrod, a tailor in Tiffin ; and

Harry, a Cleveland attorney.

Arthur Rosenblatt attended school in Cleve-

land, including high school, and afterwards

graduated from the Spencerian Business Col-

lege. As a boy he learned the trade of black-

smith, and he followed that for three years in

Cleveland, but on moving to Tiffin in 190-i en-

tered the .junk business, which he has since

built up to large and successful proportions.

In 1900 he married Miss Gertrude Barnette,

of Wooster, Ohio. They have five children:

Harold, Herman, Alton David, Bernard B.

and Sarah, all in school except the youngest,

who is now four years of age. Mr. Rosenblatt

is affiliated with Lodge No. 9-1 of the Benevo-

lent and Protective Order of Elks, also with

the Knights of Pythias, and he and his family

are members of the Jewish Church.

Harve Doty is senior partner in the firm

of Doty Brothei-s, general gi-ooei*s, of South

Main Street, in Findlay. He is a young and
progressive business man, and like many
whose careers in commercial affairs have

proved notable, he spent his early life in the

wliolesome and invigorating atmosphere of

a farm.
Mr. Doty was born in 1879 in Amanda

Township of Hancock County, a son of Wil-

liam C. and Anna (Shields) Doty, both of

whom are of English ancestry. His parents

are still living and his father has been one

of the substantial men in the agricultural in-

dustry of Hancock County.

Harve Doty gained his education in the

country schools of Jackson Township. He
learned the meaning and value of hard work
when a boy, and he stayed on the farm help-

ing his father from the age of eighteen until

he was about twenty-four.

Coming to Findlay in 1902, he laid the

foundation of his independent business career

by ten years of clerking for different grocers

in the city. He not only gained experience

but thriftily laid a.side all the money he could,

and with this modest capital he and his

brother, Harry C, in 1913 bought the gro-

cery store of Ewing & Roberts at 534 S.

Main Street. They have continued the busi-

nes.s and have in many ways improved it and
they now cater to a large and distinctive

trade.

In 1902 Mr. Harve Doty married Cora D.
Hartman, daughter of Philip and ElizabetJi

(Elsea) Hartman of a pioneer family in Han-
cock County. Mr. and Mrs. Doty have two
childi-en: Harold, aged twelve, and Dorothy
May, aged eight. Mrs. Doty, who was a splen-

did Christian woman, and a liberal supporter

and member of the United Brethren Church,

died January 16, 1917, leaving ilr. Doty with

the care of his two young children. Politi-

cally he is democrat, aJid is affiliated with

Lodge No. 400 of the Knights of Pythias.

Albert E. Culbert is one of the prominent
lawyers of Fremont, where he began practice

more than twenty years ago. His standing as

a lawyer is supplemented by his extensive

popularity and acquaintance over Ohio

through his leadership in republican politics

and his large personal following due to his

prominence in the Knights of the Maccabees

of the World.
Mr. Culbert is a native of Sandusky County,

grew up on a farm, and like many successful

lawyers had an experience as a country school

teacher before he was able to attain the real

ob.ject of his ambition, admission to the bar.

He was born March 27, 1862, a son of Eli.jah

and Eliza (Day) Culbert. His father was a

native of Ireland and his mother was born in

Canada, the latter 's father being a native of

England. The paternal grandfather, David
Culbert, was born in Ireland and immigrated

to Canada about 1832. He was a pioneer in

Ontario and founded and laid out the Town
of Lindse.v in that province. That was in the

'30s, and he became the first postmaster of

the town and continued to occupy a con-

.spicuous place in the commv;nity until 1845,

when he became lost in the dense woods of

that section and was starved to death. He was
succeeded in the postoffice by his son Elijah,

who remained in Canada, married, and only

left that countiy to come to the United States

and take part in the Civil war which was then

imminent. Eli.iah Culbert enlisted in the

Twelfth Ohio Cavalry and served continu-

ously and faithfully until the close of the
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war. He was wounded, and being captured
was confined in both Libby and Anderson-
ville prisons. After (he war be returned to

Sandusky ('(iiinty auil louk up farming, which
he f(;)]h)\\f(l until bis dcatli. He became a

man of prominence in Sandusky County and
was very active as a republican and a popular
member of the Grand Army of the Republic.

He had bad military Irainin'^ and i-xperience

in Canada. He and liis w ilr were artive mem-
bers of the .Aletbodist Kpisr.,pal ( linich. They
were the parents of ten (.'hildren. and the five

now living are : Sophia E., who for over forty

years has been a teacher in the public schools

of Fremont; Samuel J., a Michigan farmer;
Emily L., wife of John Nickles, a farmer near
Fremont ; Albert E. ; and Marj' E., who lives

on her father's old homestead.
Albert E. Culbert was educated in the

public schools of Fremont and graduated from
Fostoria College, where he prepared liimsrlf

for teaching. At an early age lir p.i'-^r,! the

teachers" examination and for l\\el\r ^cars

taught in tlie distriet sr1i(,(,ls of Sandusky and
Ottawa counties duriuL;' llie wintei' tei-in.s.

while each sunuucr was spent un tlie farm.

Mr. Culbert has shaped his own destiny in

life, and has not only paid his own way but
has made his profession a means of important
service to others. Mr. Culbert pursued his

law studies in the office of Buckland & Love
at Fremont and was admitted to practice by
the Supreme ('(jurt in 1894. In the same year
he entered tlie pinliate judse's office as deputy
under the late -Indye .bilm I. Garn and per-

formed the duties of his office fur three years.

Since that time he has allowed litth> to inter-

fere with a continuous and succt^ssfnl pi'ac-

tice as a lawyer. His reputation as a lawyer
is by no means confined to his native county

and he has clients all over the north\\-estern

part of the state. He is now senior member
of the firm of Culbert & Culbert, bis asso-

ciate being his son Chester A. Culbert, who
is himself a capable lawyer.

For many years Mr. Culbert was the great
commander of the Ohio Great Camp, Knights
of the Maceab&es of the World. Through that
position he gaiued a personal acquaintance
with thousands of Ohio people, and it is said

that he is as widely known over the state at

large as any other citizen of Fremont. He
is also afSliated with other fraternities and
has served as commander of Chester A. Buck-
land Camp of the Sons of Veterans. He has
also proved himself active in the local Cham-
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ber of Commerce and the Sandusky County
Automobile Club.

Politics has been only au incident to his

real career, but anyway he has entered the

game, he has played it with remarkable effi-

ciency, and but for the fact that he is a
republican in a democratic stronghold he
would undoubtedly have enjoyed official dis-

tinctions outside liis own community. While
a resi(h>nl of Sandusk-y Township he was
elected lo \arious oflices on the republican

ticket, overcoming tlie democratic majority
by his personal popularity. In 1904 he was
elected city solicitor of Fremont. He also

served as a member of the board of education
and was elected clerk of the board four suc-

cessive terms. In 1914 he was proposed by
the Sandusky County Republican Club as re-

publican candidate for the nomination for

secretary of state.

The strongest tie and interests of his life

have been his family and children. He was
married to Miss Mary Rose,, of Oak Harbor,
Ohio. Mrs. Culbert, who was very active in

Methodist Church affairs and in the Lady
Maccabees Society, died May 21, 1916, having
reared a large family of nine children.

Chester A., the oldest, was graduated from the

Fremont High School, studied law under his

father, and while practicing as a member of

the firm of Culbert & Culbert has also served

as city solicitor of Fremont. He made a very
creditable record at the bar examination,
standing sixth in a class of 252. Ralph P.,

the second son, is connected with the nnniug
industry at -Toiilin, ^lissouri. Harold, who
is now about ei.eiiteen years of age, is serving

as a ser-vaiit iu ( 'onipa'uy K of the Sixth Ohio
liifaidry and has I'ecently been in service with
his reiziuieiit on the ;\iexiiau border. Iva is

the wife of I'Mwiu .1 uiT'jfns. a mechanical
draue'htsnian Jivinu' in ("hicaiid. The vounser
chih1r-n. Kstella M.. I'aul, Raymond,' Donald
and .Mai'ion. ai'e all at hmnc and in school

except Estella. wliii is ber father's house-

keeper. She look (heiM'stic science training in

the Bowling tii'eeu stale Normal.

William C. Schroeder, a vigorous and pro-
gressive young business man of Cygnet, is

manager of the Cygnet Grain & Hay Com-
pany. He has been identified with this busi-

ness from its establishment. It was first

known as the Cygnet Elevator Company, but
after a year, on July 1, 1913, was incorporated
as The Cygnet Grain & Hay Company. The
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original capital stock was $16,000, and it now
has a capital of $25,000. Lewis Pierson has

been president of the company from its be-

ginning. Mr. Harry Lillie is vice president,

W. R. Tabbert is secretary-treasurer, and Air.

Schroeder, manager. The latter was the first

secretary and assistant manager of the com-

pany until July 1, 1915, when he took the ac-

tive control of the entire business.

This company does a large amount of grain

shipping, comprising about 150 ears annually.

They are dealers in hay, grain, straw and coal,

and handle all classes of building material.

The company also has a mill for the custom

grinding of feed supplies. The power for the

plant is electricity.

Mr. Schroeder was born in Benton Town-
ship of Ottawa County, Ohio, January 27,

1885. He grew up and received his education

in the public schools there and spent his early

life on his father 's farm until twenty. He then

had some experience as clerk in a store and in

a local elevator, and his experience and capa-

bility caused him to be selected as one of the

responsible men in the establishment of the

Cygnet elevator and grain business. He helped

construct the plant and turned the first wheel

of the business. The trade of this company
has constantly grown and prospered under his

management, and his personality has been a

factor in the increasing clientele and the repu-

tation of the firm for strictly fair dealing.

Mr. Schroeder is of German parentage, son

of Charles and Minnie (Hankammer) Schroe-

der. His father was born in Prussia in 1849

and his mother in Hesse Nassau, Germany, in

1851. The father came to the United States

at the age of twenty-two, going directly to Illi-

nois to work for an uncle. This uncle had paid

his railroad fare from New York to Illinois.

A year later he left his uncle's farm. His
brother Fred, who had come across the ocean

at the same time, is now living in Chicago, a

pensioner of the Pennsylvania Railroad Com-
pany. He is now seventy-four years of age

and has a family.

At the age of twenty-three Charles Schroe-

der removed to Erie County. Ohio, where he
met and married his wife. They started out

as farmers, and their first children, Lena and
Louis, were born in Erie County. In the fall

of 1883 they removed to Ottawa County, and
there bought their first farm near Rocky
Ridge. Charles Schroeder continued his busi-

ness as a practical farmer until his death eight

years ago. His widow is still living on the old

homestead, is sixty-six years of age, and has

never used glasses and can thread a needle and
read and sew by lamp light. Both parents

were confirmed in the Lutheran Church in

Germany. Charles Schroeder was a democrat
and filled several local offices in Ottawa
County. He possessed a good German educa-

tion, and he also acquired a substantial knowl-

edge of the English language after coming to

this country. Four other children were born
to them in Ottawa County. "William C;
Elizabeth, now Mrs. Kelow of Toledo, and the

mother of a son and daughter; Minnie, wife

of Louis Drier ; and Charles, who is unmarried
and lives with his mother.

William C. Schroeder married at Jerry City

in Wood County Grace Phillips. She was
born at Jerry City March 13, 1882, and re-

ceived part of her education there and also

was for a time in the Soldiers and Sailors

Home for Children at Xenia, Ohio. She is

a daughter of Amos and Elnora (Simons)
Phillips. Her father was a soldier in the

One Hundred and Eleventh Ohio Infantry,

whose commander was Gen. I. R. Sherwood,
the present congressman of Toledo. He fought
gallantly as a Union soldier from 1861 to

1865, and though in the many battles of his

regiment escaped unhurt. After the war he
returned home and died near Jerry City in

1891, when about forty-five years of age. His
widow is still living in Jerry City and is now
sixty-seven years of age. She is an active

member of the Church of the Disciples.

Mr. and Mrs. Schroeder have no children

of their own but on September 11, 1916,

adopted a son, Philip Randolph. Mr. and
Mrs. Schroeder are active members of the
Christian Church, and he has always con-

cerned himself with the affairs of the different

communities where he has lived. He was for-

merly clerk of Rocky Ridge and a member of

the board of education and is now serving his

second term as city councilman at Cygnet.

Carl D. Finch, of Bowling Green, is head
of the Finch Engineering Company of that

city. He is one of the thoroughly experi-

enced and well qualified civil and construction

engineers of Northwest Ohio. The company
which he organized and of which he is head
has for a number of years conducted a large

business in the building of stone and other

roads over Northwest Ohio, in the paving of

streets, building of bridges and in general

engineering and construction enterprise.

Before taking up his profession independ-

entlv Mr. Finch was connected with the
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county surveyor and the Board of County
Commissioners of Wood County from 1904 to

1911. During four years of that time he had
complete control of the road construction laid

out by the county commissioners. In that

time the county constructed about 210 miles of

stone, asphalt and cement roads. In the files

of the records of the county commissioners
under date of January 15, 1911, is a state-

ment signed by the commissioners of that time
with reference to the work of IMr. Finch as

a civil engineer. This stated his connection

with Wood County covering a period. of five

years. During that time, according to the

statement, he had prepared plans and specifi-

cations for and had full charge of improve-
ments, including macadam and other roads,

amounting to over $500,000, steel and rein-

forced concrete bridges to a value of over
$400,000, street improvements and sewers and
ditches to a value of over $300,000. The com-
missioners also noted that Mv. Piiieli liad per-

formed railroad work, land surveying and
civil engineering, understood electrical engi-

neering, and commented upon his excellent

character and ability and the marked force

and energy with which he had executed every
undertaking.

After leaving the employ of the county
commissioners of Wood County Mr. Finch
constructed at Portage a stone quarrying and
threshing plant operated entirely by electrical

power. It was the first plant of the kind with
this power in the state. It was constructed in

the spring of 1911 and has since been in con-

tinuous operation. It has produced on an
average from 6,000 to 100,000 tons of road
building material each year.

Mr. Finch acquired his early professional

training at Fortress Monroe, Virginia, while
connected with the Government Coast Artil-

lery engineers. He had enlisted in that de-

partment when only eighteen years of age,

and besides becoming an expert gumier was
employed in other technical duties which gave
him a thoroughly comprehensive knowledge of

general engineering. He was in service tliree

vears and was given his honorable discharge
September 4, 1904, and on the 13th of the
same month he entered the service of Wood
County.
The Finch Engineering Company was or-

ganized in March, 1913. Mr. Finch is asso-

ciated with P. J. Rudolph and A. G. Mercer
in this company. Mr. Rudolph is an expert
mechanical engineer, while Mr. Mercer is su-

perintendent of construction. The combina-
tion is a very strong one. At the present time
they have in process of carrying out a con-

tract for asphalt construction in Weston town-
ship amounting to $56,000, and other road
contracts bring the aggregate of business now
on hand up to $150,000.

Carl D. Finch was born in Indiana, Decem-
ber 7, 1882, and was four years of age when
his parents located in Wood County. His
great-grandfather came from England more
than 125 years ago, and located in Massachu-
setts, where he married a girl of Irish birth.

It is believed that they spent their last years
in that state. The gi-andfather of Mr. Pinch
grew up in ^I:1ss^(llll^ltts, and subsequently
went as a pinii.ci' td Starke County, Indiana,
where he spi'iit his yoai's as a farmer, and both
he and his wife lived to be quite old. Mr.
Finch is a son of Douglas and Susanna (Philo)

Finch, the former a native of Indiana and
the latter of Wood County. Susanna Philo
is in the tenth generation of the family from
France. The Philos were pioneer settlers at

Hoytville in Wood County. Douglas Finch
and wife moved from Wood County to Find-
lay, Ohio, where Carl attended school eight

years. His parents subsequently removed to

North Dakota and are now living near Den-
bigh, where his father has a horse and cattle

ranch. Both parents are still under sixty

yeare of age and are still vigoi'ous and capable.

Carl D. Finch has one brother, Joseph, who
is a rancher in Montana, is married and has a
family of five sons and daughters.
Mr. Carl D. Finch was married in Wood

County to Jliss Anna Rudolph, a sister of F. J.

Rudolph of the Finch Engineering Company.
Both ^Ir. Rudolph and his sister were born
in Milton Township of Wood County, were
educated in the local schools and Mr. Rudolph
took special courses in engineering in the

Cleveland Scientific School and for a number
of years was in the Railroad Signal Service.

He is married and has a sou, John B.

The children of ilr. and Mrs. Finch
ai-e : Hulda, aged eleven ; Ruth, who died at

the age of three years; John, aged eight;

Mary, aged five; Douglas, four years old; and
Anna, now in her second year.

Mr. Finch is an active member of the
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks at
Bowling Green, has served five years as
esquire and one year as esteemed leading
knight. A republican in politics, he has been
a factor in the local party and was a Roose-
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velt delegate to the Chicago convention in

1912. He and his wife are members of the

Presbyterian Church.

Mr. Finch is a lover of the wild and each fall

spends a few weeks in the great north woods.

Laro-e game specimens killed by him are

mounted in two of the state colleges.

William H. Good has been one of the prac-

tical business men of Tiffin for a long period

of years, has built up a book and stationery

business, his connection therewith dating back
to the time of boyhood and while he was still

in school. Mr. Good is one of the capable

citizens of Tiffin, and has always manifested

a public spirited interest in its affairs.

He was born at Tiffin January 9, 1860, a

son of Reuben and Mary J. (Winters) Good.
The Good family originated in Germany but

located in Pennsylvania several generations

ago. His maternal grandfather was Rev. David
Winters, widely known in Ohio as the "mar-
rying parson." He held the record for many
years in the performance of marriage cere-

monies, and he joined in matrimony over

5,000 couples. Reuben Good was born at

Rehrersburg, near Reading, Pennsylvania,

while his wife was born at Dayton, Ohio, in

1825, and is still living. They were married
at Dayton. Reuben Good was educated in

Franklin and Marshall College in Pennsyl-
vania and early identified himself with educa-
tional work. He came to Tiffin in 1850 with
his brother. Dr. Jeremiah H. Good, and as-

sisted in organizing Heidelberg College and
gave the rest of his life to the work of that

school, being professor of natural science. He
was a leading member of the Reformed Church
and in politics a republican. He and his wife
had eleven children, and the five now living

are: Rev. C. W. Good, a retii-ed minister of

the Reformed Church, living at Tiffin; Wil-
liam H. ; Anna, wife of M. E. Kleckner, pro-

fessor of chemistry and geology at Heidel-
berg College; Lily, wife of Rev. H. E. Nich-
olson, pastor of the Refonned Church at Grove
City, Pennsylvania ; and Ii'ving, who is mono-
type operator in a large printing office at Phil-

adelphia.

William H. Good was educated in Tiffin,

and is a graduate of Heidelbei'g College with
the class of 188.3. In 1875, when only fifteen

years of age. he joined his brother in the
establishment of a book store at Tiffin, and
with this business his time and energies have
been absorbed since he left college. Until a
few years ago he also conducted a printing

office. Mr. Good keeps a very large stock of

books and stationery and sells office supplies

over most of Seneca County.
In 1887 he married Miss Olive R. Smith,

of Bloom Center, Ohio, daughter of John M.
Smith, a farmer. Four children were born to

their marriage and three are still living.

Eugene A. is a graduate of Heidelberg Uni-
versity, has been associated with his father

in business, and is now an applicant with other
college men for ser\ace in the American Am-
bulance Corps. He is a member of the Masonic
Order. Helen il.. the only daughter, gradu-
ated in 1917 from the University of Michigan.
Herbert is now attending high school. Mrs.
Good died in September, 1908. Mr. Good is

a member of the First Reformed Church and
of the Junior Order of United American Me-
chanics. In politics he is independent. He
is a member of the Board of Regents of Heidel-
berg University and for years has kept in close

touch with the Reformed Church and its insti-

tutions and for many years served as an elder.

Judge Frederick L. Hw, judge of the

Court of Common Pleas at Defiance, has been
a member of the bar at that city for over
thirty years, and though a republican resid-

ing in a democratic community, he has again
and again been officially honored. He is a
scholarly lawyer, a learned and upright judge,
and a man whose character and abilities have
commended him to the complete confidence

and esteem of his community.
Judge Hay was born at Girard, Pennsyl-

vania, Dccnmber 22. 1856, a son of James L.

and Einiii,! r.i'iinctt Hay. His father was a
native nf P''iiiis> Ivania. His mother, born in

New Haiii])shin\ lived in that state and in

New York in her youth, and came to Pennsyl-
vania with her parents, where she married.

She taught school at Oneouta, New York, and
also in Pennsylvania. After their marriage
James L. Hay lived on a farm near Girard
and finally retired to that city, where he fol-

lowed merchandising until his death. Judge
Hay was the only son of his parents. He has

two sisters : Inez E. White, of Kalamazoo,
Michigan ; and Birdie E. McEntire. of Con-
neaut Lake, Pennsylvania.

The first few .rears of his life Judge Hay
spent in Girard with his parents. Later he
lived for four years in Cleveland, paying his

own way by work and also studying under
private tutors. Another two years he spent
in Cincinnati, and in 1885 came to Defiance
and in December of that vear was admitted
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to the bar aud lias since been steadily engaged
in private practice in so far as his official

duties have permitted.

In 1888 Judge Hay was elected mayor of

Defiance and re-elected in 1890. In 1893 he

was elected probate judge of the county,

served one term, and as a caudidate for re-

election was unable to overcome the demo-
cratic majority of that year.- He also tilled

the office of city solicitor one term, and in

1912 was elected one of the judges of the third

subdivision of the Third Judicial District,

that district embracing Fulton, Williams, De-

fiance, Paulding and Van Wert counties. His
dignified and impartial administration of jus-

tice has gained him favor among all parties

and both with the profession and with the

laity.

Before his elevation to the bench he served

as a member of the Board of Sinking Fund
Trustees of Defiance. Judge Hay has taken

an active part in party campaigns. In the

Knights of Pythias order he has filled all the

chairs and has been delegate to the Grand
Lodge, and is a member of the various Ma-
sonic bodies at Defiance, including the

Knights Templar Commandery. He is also

a member of theElks and the Knights of the

Maccabees.
In October, 1887, he married Miss Mar-

guerite Daoust. They had three children.

F. L., Jr., who is a law student and abstractor

at Defiance, married Miss Elsie Cromley and
they have two children, Helen Marguerite aud
Mary Louise. Roger D. is now serving his

second tenn as prosecuting attorney at De-
fiance. Jlamie D., the only daughter, is still

at home. •

Wayne Crawford has long been well and
favorably known in Hancock County, has

been a hard and successful worker in his

private business affairs and has performed
with fidelity the various offices of trust to

which his fellow citizens have called him. He
is now serving as postmaster of Vanlue.
Mr. Crawford was born in Amanda Town-

ship of Hancock County in December, 1859, a
son of Jolm and Mary A. (Thompson) Craw-
ford. His father was a practical farmer. His
grandfather came from Lancaster, Pennsyl-

vania, and settled in Bloom Township of Fair-

field County, Ohio, in the early days. The
Crawford family is of Scotch-Irish descent;

John Crawford wa.s one of the best known
citizens of Hancock Countv. He filled the

office of justice of the peace of Amanda Town-
ship for tliirt.y-nine years, and served thirty-

five years in that office without a break.
The early education of Wayne Crawford

was such as the country schools could af-

ford. He did not attend continuously, but
accepted every opportunity he had to get an
education aud he was twenty-one years of
age when he finally left school. He worked
as a farm laborer and at the age of twenty-
seven removed to Findlay and entered the
employ of the John H. Shull Novelty Works.
He remained with that firm six yrars, per-

forming tlie duties of an all arouiKl iii(vli;iiiic.

He finally gave up the confining- \\(jrk of a
manufacturing plant and removingi to tlie

vicinity of Mount Blanchard in Hancock
County bought a farm of forty acres. After
three yeai-s lie sold that and bought a well

improved place of ten acres near Vanlue.
This he farmed and improved, and finally

sold the property and bought ground and
built a residence in the Village of Vanlue,
where he has lived for many yeare. Mr.
Crawford is an expert mechanic and for a
number of years has been identified with con-
tracting and building.

He was appointed to his office as postmaster
of Vanlue by President Wilson on May 1,

1914. He has given an efficient and econom-
ical administration and one that is more than
pleasing to the patrons of the office. Mr.
Crawford was also justice of the peace of
Amanda Township for a number of years and
in 1911 was elected mayor of Vanlue, but
resigned that position after 1^^ years. He
is a democrat in politics.

In 1884 he married Laura C. Davis, daugh-
ter of Henry and Isabella (Moore) Davis, her
parents being farmers near Vanlue. Mrs.
Crawford died April 28, 1900, leaving two
children. Willard, the older, was bom in

1885, and was married in 1916 to Verna Hill

of Toledo and has an infant child, Willard,
Jr., born in 1917. Edna was married in 1908
to Wheeler Kimmell of Wyandot County,
Ohio, and they are the parents of four chil-

dren. In 1901 Mr. Crawford married for

his present wife Frances Byal, daughter of

James Byal of Findlay. Mr. Cl"awford has
been for thirty-five years an active member
of Lodge No. 853, Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, has held all the chairs including that

of noble grand. He is also affiliated with
Lodge No. 481, Knights of Pythias, at Mount
Blancliard, and with the Masonic Lodge at
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Gary, Ohio. He and his family are membei's

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, of

which he is a trustee and deacon.

William H. Rh.\my. The people of Find-

lay have special reason to be proud of their

fellow citizen William H. Rhamj', not only for

the success he enjoys in business but for the

capable citizenship he has manifested through-

out his long residence iu that city. Mr.
Rhamy is now proprietor of the Feed and
Builders Supply Company at 600 South Main
Street.

He was born on a farm at Mohicanville in

Ashland County, Ohio, in 1850, a son of Rich-

ard R. and Mary Rhamy. His parents were
substantial farmers iu Ashland County. The
earliest known ancestor in America was a

Hessian soldier who was hired by Great
Britain to come to America and fight against

the American colonists in the Revolution.

This mercenary soldier after a brief service

came to know the facts in the case and de-

serted from the British army and subsequently

fought with the Americans. He received the

protection and favor of a Virginia planter,

whose daughter he subsequently married, and
thus established the only line of the Rhamys
in the United States.

William H. Rhamy grew up on the home
farm at Mohicanville and was a student in

the country schools until he was fourteen
years of age. As a boy he determined to make
the best of his talents and opportunities in

life, and he steadily pursued that purpose
until he gained a successful position at Find-
lay. As a boy he worked as a farm hand, but
at the age of twenty began learning the trade

of blacksmith at Haysville in Ashland County.
After two years of apprenticeship he came to

Findlay in 1872, and was at once employed
by a local blacksmith. After six months he
started a shop of his own, and continued it

with increasing patronage for twelve years.

He conducted the first exclusive horse shoeing
shop in Hancock County. While in that busi-

ness he suffered an accident which injured
him severely, and after he recovered he was
compelled to give up the business.

There are some men who when stopped in
one course never make any further progress,
but ]\Ir. Rhamy was not of that type. Being
obliged to give up his regular trade, he soon
made other opportunities. For two years he
was a salesman for the old Superior Iron
Well Pump, and he sold hundreds of those
pumps all over Hancock and adjoining coun-

ties. With the proceeds of this business he
established the nucleus of a general store at

Findlay and became a dealer in hay and feed.

From time to time he increased his business,

adding lime, cement and building materials,

and besides the main business handled under
the name Feed and Builders Supply Company
he now carries a stock of crockery and garden
seeds. His is the oldest and largest establish-

ment of its kind iu Hancock County.
Mr. Rhamy was married in 1877 to Miss

Anna L. George, daughter of Daniel and
Martha (Opp) George, of Findlay. Her
parents are now living retired. Mr. and Mrs.
Rhamy have two children : Mabel is the wife
of Bernard B. Biglow of Findlay, and they
have two children, B. B. Biglow aged three,

and George Vance, who was born in 1916.

The second child is Edna, now Mrs. Harvey
L. Dale of Fostoria, Ohio.

Mr. Rhamy is a democrat in politics. He is

affiliated with Lodge No. 85 of the Knights of

Pythias, and he and his family attend the
English Lutheran Church.

Frank W. Stratton, who has lived in

Wood County most of his life, has developed
the leading mercantile business at the Village

of Portage. His store occupies a two-story
building with thirty-foot frontage and 132 feet

in depth, and carries a full line of staple stock

for both village and surrounding country. This
is known as the

'

' Big Store
'

' and it thoroughly
lives up to its name in prestige and volume of

trade. I\Ir. Stratton built this store building

fourteen years ago and his career as a mer-
chant at Portage covers a period of twenty
years.

WTiile most people recognize in him the

leading merchant of Portage, he also has been
closely identified with local agriculture and
owns one of the best farms in Liberty Town-
ship. He has three hundred acres, all under
the plow and improved with most substantial

buildings. As a sample of his farm enter-

prise it may be noted that during the past
year he had sixty acres of sugar beets, thirty

acres of tomatoes, twenty-five acres of wheat
and fifty acres of corn.

Mr. Stratton was born at Monroeville, Ohio,
February 13, 1850, but has lived in Wood
County since 1861. His early life was spent
on the old homestead in section 2 of Liberty
Township. He is the son of Nathan T. and
Jane A. (Smith) Stratton, both of whom were
natives of Ohio. The paternal grandparents
were born in Pennsylvania, and the maternal
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grandparents in New York State, and all the

families were identified with agriculture. The
grandparents died in Ohio and all of them in

advanced years. The Smiths were a Presby-
terian family while the Strattons were J\Ieth-

odists. Nathan T. Stratton died in Toledo
Avhen past seventy and his wife passed away
in Michigan at the age of seventy-two. They
were liberal members of the Methodist Episco-

pal Chi;rch.

Frank W. Stratton married at Portage in

1874 Miss Harriet Caswell. Mrs. Stratton was
born in Michigan, but her parents, Asa and
Lucinda Caswell, were natives of New York
State, having gone in an early day to Mich-
igan and from there came to Portage, Ohio,

where they spent many years of their useful

and honorable lives. Both of them were quite

old when they passed away. Mrs. Stratton 's

brother George Caswell was a Union soldier in

the Civil war. In one battle he was captured
and was sent to Andersonville prison, and was
starved to death in that notorious stockade.

Mr. and Mrs. Stratton have some very capa-
ble children. Fred, the oldest, received good
educational advantages and is now clerk in

his father's store. Charles, who also assists

in the management of the mercantile business,

married Fern Emsberger, and they have two
children, Harriet L. and John Whitford, both
of whom are still young. The only daughter,
Lenna Slay, still living at home unmarried, is

a very talented and cultured young woman.
She attended the Woman's College at Oxford,
Ohio, in the musical department, and also

spent two years in the Conservatory of Ober-
lin College. All the family are members of the

IMethodist Episcopal Church, and Mr. Strat-

ton and his sons are republican voters.

Charles IMartin. From the point of con-

tinuous service Charles Martin is the oldest

merchant of Tiffin, and one of the oldest gro-

cers of Northwest Ohio. His has been a career
of much achievement and experience. He is

a veteran of the Union Army and though a
native of Germany he fought for his adopted
country and has always shown great loyalty

to American institutions.

He was born in Baden, Germam', March 27,
1837. His father, I\Iartin Martin, was born
in Germany in 1786 and died there in 1844.
He was a tailor by trade and a very industri-

ous citizen. He and his wife were both mem-
bers of the Catholic Church. Of their eight
children Charles was the youngest and the
only one now living.

Reared and educated in Germany Mr.
Charles ^Martin came to the United States in
his seventeenth year with his sister. For a
time he worked on a farm near Castalia, Ohio,
and then removed to ]\Ielmore, where he
attended school and perfected his knowledge
of the English language. While there he
worked in a general store. About that time
gold was discovered in the Pikes Peak region
of Colorado and he with thirty others started
West with that point in view. He got only as
far as Fort Kearny, Nebraska, and after one
week on the frontier all returned home, except
three who proceeded to the gold fields of Cali-

fornia. Mr. ]\Iartin then located at TiiSn and
became clerk in the grocery store of H. A.
Buskirk. He soon returned to Melmore and
found emplojTnent in a store there, and during
1862-63 was again in Tiffin, working for Sou-
der and Carpenter.

Mr. Martin volunteered his services for the
defense of the Union in 1864 with a 100 days
regiment. During the four months he was in
the army he was stationed out on the western
frontier around Fort Kearny, Nebraska,
where his earlier western experience had been.
With his honorable discharge from the army
he returned to Tiffin and engaged in the gro-
cery business with John H. Nighswander,
under the firm name of Nighswander & IMar-
tin. That was fully half a century ago. The
partnership continued until 1868, when it

changed to Martin & Negele. In 1876 Mr. Mar-
tin became sole proprietor and has conducted
the business under his own management and
with the aid of his capable children for over
forty years. He began merchandising with
modest capital, and has always looked care-

fully after every detail of the store and his

credit rating has always been first class. He
has a large and well appointed store and one
of the best stocks of merchandise in this line

in Seneca County.
In October, 1860, Mr. Martin married

Sophia Fow. She was born in Crawford
County, Ohio. Five children were born to

their union, three daughters and two sons.

James G, the oldest, is now proprietor of a
cherry oi'chard at Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin.
The daiighter, Emma, for over twenty years
was manager of the Western Union Telegraph
Office in Tiffin. Elsie married Jacob Gorgeon,
a grain broker in Chicago. Florence is now
her father's housekeeper and also assists in
the store. Silas, the youngest, is a farmer in
Wisconsin.

Mr. Martin is an active member of the Meth-
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odist Episcopal Church. He is widely known
in Masonic circles of Ohio, especially in the

York Rite. He has tilled many of the chairs

in the Lodge, Chapter and Commandery.
Masonry is a subject which has received his

deep study and he is a recognized authority

on its ritual. He was eminent commander of

the Knights Templar for three years, 1886-88,

and was high priest of the chapter from 1880

to 1887, inclusive. He also served as thrice

illustrious master from 1872 to 1879. Polit-

ically Mr. Martin is a republican.

0. W. DoNiVRT is one of the leading lawyers

of Paulding, has been in active practice over

twenty years, and has identified himself with

many of the substantial interests of the city in

a business and civic way.

He was born at Wiltshire, Ohio, September

6, 1875, a son of George W. and Celeste (Hart-

zog) Donart. In the paternal Line he is of

German and English ancestry. His father

was born in fiercer County, Ohio, and his

mother in Van Wert County. His grand-

father, Joshua Donart, was a pioneer of Mer-

cer County and developed and owned a farm
there until he removed to Portland, Jay
County, Indiana. He served as a soldier in

the Civil war. George W. Donart was a car-

penter by trade and after his marriage moved
from Van Wert County to Mercer County and
in 1896 settled with his family in Paulding

County. He died at Pierce City, Missouri,

October 23, 1915. He was a devout iletho-

dist and for five years superintendent of the

Sunday school of his church. He was a demo-

crat in politics and a man who could be de-

pended upon for straightforward and honor-

able action in every one of life's relations.

During Cleveland's administration he held

the ofSce of postmaster at Mendon for four

years, and was also a justice of the peace.

For a time he was in the mercantile and mill-

ing business. He was a member of the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows and the Im-

proved Order of Red Men. The seven chil-

dren are: Orin W. ; Clement F. ; Catherine

L., wife of H. S. Webster; Susie J., wife of

Dr. J. Nieolay -, George F. ; Nettie G., wife of

F. Turner; and ]\riss Nell Donart.

0. W. Donart spent the first twenty-one

years of his life at home with his parents, and
in the meantime attended the common schools

and the high school at ]\Iendon, and his higher
education was acquired in the Ohio Wesleyan
University and in Cumberland University at

Lebanon, Tennessee, where he graduated in

law with the class of 1896. He was admitted
to tlie Tennessee bar in the same year and in

1897 admitted to the bar of Ohio and has
since been in active practice at Paulding. He
is associated with his brother in a large real

estate business and they have handled much
city property. Mr. Donart is a stanch demo-
crat, has served on the county election board,
has been active in the interests of his party
and has also used his legal and business abil-

ity for the benefit of several Paulding enter-

prises. He is a member of the JMetliodist

Church. On October 30, 1905, he married
at Chicago Miss Edna Deane Barnes, of a
family of early settlers in Paulding County.
They have one child. Dean Orin Donart, born
January 4, 1915.

Samuel Emer.son Renxinger is a success-

ful plumbing and heating engineer, with
headquarters at 621 South Main Street in

Findlay. Mr. Renninger is a native of North-
west Ohio, grew up on a farm, left the farm
to become a worker in the oil fields when they
were first discovered, picked up as a mat-
ter of experience and at odd times a knowl-
edge of the plumbing business, and for many
years has been established as one of the most
reliable men of his trade in Findlay.

Mr. Renninger was born in Liberty Town-
ship of Hancock County, Ohio, on his fa-

ther's farm October 20, 1876. He is a son of
William and Sarah Elizabeth (Emerson) Ren-
ninger. His father moved to Hancock County
in 1854 from Carlisle, Cumberland County,
Pennsylvania. He was one of the early set-

tlei-s and pioneers and cleared up his land
by his unaided labor. He held several town-
ship offices, being at one time school director

and also served as township tinistee. He was
a democrat. He continued to follow general

farming, and thei'eby provided a good home
for himself and family until his death on
September 21, 1899. His widow is still liv-

ing at Findlay.
Mr. Renninger is of German and Yankee

stock. Some of the family were soldiers in

the Civil war. As a boy he attended district

schools in Liberty Township, and was sixteen

years old when the great oil boom started in

Northwest Ohio. In a verj' short time he

had left the farm, given up his books and
studies, and had joined the gi-eat crowd of

men who had collected here from all quar-

ters of the earth and was working around the

wells. He did work as tool dresser, driller,

and in other occupations for eleven years, all
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that time being in the employ of the Standard
Oil Company. He earned good wages and
having an eye to tlie future he thriftily saved

a portion of them and in 1904 he bought the

plumbing business of H. E. Powell at 602

.South Main Street in Findlay. In 1913 he

removed to his present address and now has

the organization and the facilities for han-

dling almost any class of contracts for gen-

eral plumbing and heating and sheet metal

work. lie takes contracts both in Hancock
and adjoining counties, and has done a large

volume of business. His largest contract was
furnishing and installing the vacuum heating

system in the Lincoln and Washington schools

at Findlay, Ohio. He has also furnished the

plumbing and heating apparatus and sheet

metal work for many business blocks and
other structures in Findlay and elsewhere.

Mr. Renninger was married in 1899 to Miss

Anna R. Brady, daughter of Matthew and
Mary Ann (Gallagher) Brad}-. Her father

died in 1897 and her mother is still living.

Mrs. Renninger has three sisters and one

brother. Mr. and Mrs. Renninger are the

parents of three daughters, Mary, Margaret,

and Martha.
While his private business has occupied

him so thoroughly, Mr. Renninger has not

neglected a keen interest in public affairs and
is pulilic spirited and ready to work for any
local improvement. He is an active member
of the Finillay Commercial Club, is a demo-

crat and is a member of the First Presbyte-

rian Churcli. Fraternally he is affiliated with

the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks,

tlie Tribe of Ben Hnr and the ]\rodern Wood-
men of America.

John W. Hafneb is cashier of the Tonto-

gany Banking Company, an institution which,

considering its envii'onment, is one of the

strongest and best conducted banks in North-

west Ohio. It is a state bank and state de-

pository, and while the personnel of the offi-

cers and directors constitute an effective proof

of the integrity of the management, the de-

positors have a further safeguard of a bond
issued by a reputable guarantee company,
guaranteeing every dollar deposited in its

vaults.

This bank was organized in 1906, with an
authorized capital of $25,000. The first presi-

dent was G. G. Bennet and the first cashier

was J. W. Swickard. Three years later Mr.
Swickard was succeded by 0. C. Shanower,
and he in turn was succeeded on February 1,

1912, by Mr. Hafner. Mr. Hafner has since

had most of the active management of the
institution. The five directors are all well

known farmers and business men in this part
of Wood Countv, as follows: Henry Wenig,
E. B. Huff, Gus' Wenig, John S. Phillips and
C. W. McColley.
The report of the condition of the company

in June, 1917, showed total resources of over
.$181,000. The bank has $12,500 capital paid
in and all its resources are carefully man-
aged with a view to safety as well as service.

The bank pays four per cent interest on time
deposits and its deposits now aggregate nearly
$170,000. The general condition of the sur-
rounding country as well as the prosperity
of the bank is reflected by the rapid growth of
deposits during the past year. In March,
1916, deposits aggregated approximately
$95,000, and in fifteen months the deposits
almost doubled.

Mr. John W. Hafner was born at Tonto-
gany October 1.3, 1889. He grew up in that
village and graduated from the local high
school in 1909 and subsequently took a course
in the Davis Bnsiness College. He is a very
progressive young man and has a promising
business future.

He is of German ancestry. His parents
were Karl Kasper and Margaret (Jahn) Haf-
ner. both of whom were born in the Province
of Hesse Nassau, Germany, and spent their
lives there. The grandfather was a govern-
ment employe and also a decorator, and was
employed in the decoration of the buildings
comprising the seminary or college at the old
town of Sehlectern. The family were all

members of the German Reformed Church.
Karl Kasper Hafner, father of J. W., at

the age of twenty enlisted in the regular army
and served three years, from 1873 to 1876.
In 1882, when still unmarried, he came to
New York and worked at his trade in that
city for some months, but in 1883 removed
to Toledo. On November 25, 1883, he mar-
ried Miss Margaret Ault, who was also a
native of Germany. Two days after their mar-
riage they moved to the town of Tontogany,
where the father opened a shop as a shoe-
maker and continued active in that work for
a number of years, until shoemaking as an
individual trade had to yield to machine made
shoes, and he then engaged in the boot and
shoe business and is still active in that line.
He is one of the oldest merchants at Tonto-
gany, and is the oldest shoemaker in the vil-
lage. Both parents are still at Tontogany,



HISTORY OF XORTH\YEST OHIO

active and hale for their years, aud are de-

vout members of the German Reformed

Church. The father is independent iu pol-

itics and for seventeen years served as a mem-
ber of the town council. The Hafner family

has an ancestry that goes back to the time of

the Crusades. This is indicated by the coat

of arms owned by the family. Karl Kasper
Hafner and wife had the following children

:

Charles C, who lives in Tontogauy and mar-

ried Flossie Ingold; Rosa, who died at the

age of fourteen ; John "\V. ; and Mary D., now
a student in the high school.

Mr. John W. Hafner married in Wood
County, Gladys H. Killyen, who was born in

Henry County, Ohio, July 28, 1889. She was
reared in Wood County from the age of ten

years and is a graduate of the Tontogany High
School. ]Mr. and Mrs. Hafner have a bright

young daughter, born February 3, 1917, and
named ilargaret Helen. The family attend

the Methodist Episcopal Church and Jlr. Haf-
ner is a member of the Masonic Lodge at Ton-
togany and the Royal Arch Chapter at Bowl-
ing Green. Politically he is independent.

Feed Meyer. The career of a dutiful, hon-

orable and upright man, a thorough and dili-

gent factor in business, and a useful, intelli-

gent aud patriotic citizen is illustrated in the

enviable life record of Fred Meyer, one of

tlie old and honored retired residents of

Freedom Township in Henry County. He
has lived in that county for half a century.

In that time he has performed every duty
with fidelity, has provided well for his chiL

dren, and has well earned his peaceful retire-

ment.
He comes of a fine old German family of

Hanover stock. His ancestors were all Luth-
erans. His parents were Dietrich and Cather-

ine fOttol Meyer, who were born in the same
locality of Hanover where Fred Meyer was
born. His father was bom in 1800 and his

mother five years later. All their children

were bom in the old country. Their daugh-
ter, Sophia, died about four years ago, the

wife of Herman Schweka of Holgate, leaving

two sons, both of whom are now married.
Henry is now living at Gerald, and has a

large family of children. He was a Union
soldier during the Civil war. William is a
retired farmer in Mieliigan and has a family
of children.

Fred Meyer was born October 25, 1845. At
the age of twenty, in 1865, about the close of
the Civil war, he came with his mother to

America. They embarked ou a sailing vessel

at Bremen and were tossed about on the waves
for seven weeks and one day before reaching

New York. The passengers faced starvation

and had many hardships in addition to the

rough seas. Landing in October, Mr. ]\Ieyer

and his mother came on to Ohio to join the

sons and brothei's who had preceded them.
Mr. Meyer soon stai-ted out as a laborer with

the Wabash Railway and was thus employed
for several years. Later for seven years he
was a sailor on the Great Lakes, and in that

time -visited nearly eveiy harbor on Lake Erie.

The last two years of the time were spent as

an engineer.

In the meantime he had carefully saved his

earnings and invested his meager store of

capital in eighty acres of wild land in section

15 of Freedom Town.ship. There he started

his career as an agriculturist in a log cabin.

He worked hard to clear up the land and also

cultivate it, and did a large amount of drain-

ing in order to render every acre productive.

As a farmer he was soon making money and
began investing his surplus in new tracts.

From time to time he made purchases of land,

each time of eighty acres, and usually im-
proved each new purchase before making an-

other. In that way five different tracts of

eighty acres came into his possession and he
bought the last farm of that size about five

years ago. All of this land is now in a high
state of cultivation and the building im-

provements constitute each eighty a separate

farm. In 1905 Mr. Meyer purchased a small
farm of twenty acres near the Village of

Gerald, and has since lived there retired,

having plenty of land to furnish him with
almndant exercise and recreation and giving

more or less active supervision to his larger

interests placed throughout the coiinty.

Mr. Meyer has never neglected his duties

as a citizen. He has held the office of town-
ship trustee, was township assessor six years
and has filled other places in the local govern-
ment. For nineteen years he was a director

of the German Fire Insurance Company of

Henry and Defiance counties. He was
among the leaders in organizing this company
many yeare ago. Every enterprise concern-
ing the public welfare has a warm supporter
and participant in Fred Meyer. He has
long been prominently identified with St.

John's Lutheran Church in Freedom Town-
ship. He helped hew the logs which entered
into the construction of the pioneer church
edifice, and for many years has been one of
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the official members. In Freedom Township
lie married Miss Mary Scheele, who was born
and reared in Hanover, Germany, and came
to America in 1870, with her father, Henry
Scheele. Her father died when past sixty

and her motlier passed away many years be-

fore. The Scheeles were also Lutherans and
as American citizens they voted the demo-
cratic ticket. Mrs. Meyer has a brother,

Henry Scheele, who is a farmer in Fi-eedom

Township, and has a family of one son and
three daughters.

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Meyer have eleven liv-

ing children, all of whom were confirmed in

the Lutheran Church.

Harry P. Hudson is a leading factor in

business affairs at the Town of Cygnet in Wood
County. He has developed a large trade as a

general merchant, and not only supplies the

home community with goods of fine quality,

lint supplies much of the merchandise con-

sumed and used in the surrounding territory,

especially at Hammansburg, three miles from
Cygnet.

ilr. Hudson established himself in business

six years ago. For fifteen years previously

he had been a clerk in the old time store of F.

if. Lowe, and there he laid the foundations of

a business experience which made him many
friends and brought him a large trade when
lie started for himself.

ilr. Hudson was born in Cattaraugus
County, New York, February 28, 1885, a son of

Philip and Amelia (Hurford) Hudson. His
mother was born in New York State, of Ger-
man ancestry. They were married in the state

of Pennsylvania, subsequently located in Cat-

taraugus County, New York, then returned to

Pennsylvania, and in 1887 established their

home at Cygnet, Ohio. Here the father be-

came identified with the oil industry and in

1907 he and his wife and some of the children

moved out to Elk City, Kansas. He is now
foreman in the oil fields and also worked in

tlie Oklahoma field. He and his wife are now
past sixty years of age but both very active

and in good health. The mother is a member
of the Methodist Church and in politics the

father is a democrat. Harry P. was the first

son and second child among four. The oldest

is Lottie, wife of A. J. McSweeney, present
sheriff of Tulsa County, Oklahoma. The two
younger children are Clarence and Mabel.
Clarence is now foreman with an oil company
in Oklahoma and by his marriage to a Kansas
City girl has one child. Mabel is the wife of

John Conway and they live at Tulsa, Okla-
homa and have.three children.

At Cygnet, Ohio, in 1908, Harry P. Hudson
married iliss Lillian Bradford. Mrs. Hudson
was born in Kentucky twenty-eight years ago,

and was a child when brought to Wood County
by her parents, Tillman and Orpha Bradford.
Iler parents now live in Cygnet and are about
sixty years of age. Mr. and Mrs. Hudson have
one son, Robert Harry, born October 27, 1915.

Mr. and Mrs. Hudson are members of the

Christian Church and his wife is active in Red
Cross work. He is a democrat and is affiliated

with the Woodmen of the World.

James D. Watson. Engaged steadily in the^

practice of law at Tiffin for the past sixteen

years, Mr. Watson has repeatedly demon-
strated his ability and thoroughness as a law-

yer, and has also handled interests in behalf

of the community which make him one of the

leaders in citizenship in Seneca County.
I\Ir. Watson has spent practically all his life

in and around Tiffin. He was born not many
miles fi'om that city in Wyandot County, De-
cember 18, 1872. His paternal grandparents
were James B. and ^Mary Watson. The grand-
father, a native of Peun.sylvania, moved to

Ohio about 1827, ninety years ago, and was
one of the pioneer farmers of Seneca County.
j\Ir. Watson's maternal grandparents were
James and Mary Dunlap, both natives of

Pennsylvania, and coming to Ohio in 1830
spent the rest of their active lives as farmers.

David Greer Watson, father of the Tiffin law-

yer, was born in Seneca County, Ohio, August
9, 1835, and died August 12, 1909, at the age
of seventy-four. He had a varied and event-

ful experience. Prior to the Civil war he

went out to California and for several years

was identified with gold mining in the far

West. When the war came on he enlisted in

the Eighth Ohio Regiment and served three

and a half years with the Army of the Poto-

mac. He proved his mettle as a brave and
gallant defender of the flag. He participated

in a number of the historic battles of the war,

and was twice wounded, first at Antietam and
afterwards at Gettysburg. For many years

he was a loyal and faithful member of the

Grand Army of the Republic. After the war
he traveled extensively in the West, and fol-

lowing his marriage he settled down on a farm
and lived there until his death. He married
Rachel Ann Dunlap, -who was born in Wyan-
dot County, Ohio. March 28, 1846, and is still

living. She is an active member of the Meth-
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odist Episcopal Church. They were married

in Wyaudot County March, 28, 1871, and

James D. Watson was the first of their four

children. The second, Glenn Cummins Wat-
son, is a lawyer at Cleveland. Mary Gordon
Watson is the wife of Mr. Gregg Seiple, fore-

man in the Ford Automobile plant at Cleve-

land. Anna, the youngest, is the wife of

Luther A. Grubb, a clothing merchant at Syca-

more, Ohio. David G. Watson was a republi-

can in politics and was a man of thorough edu-

cation considering his advantages and the

times in which he lived.

James D. Watson accpiired a liberal educa-

tion, beginning in the district schools and aft-

erwards attending Heidelberg College at Tif-

fin, the college at Wooster, and finally enter-

ing Baldwin University at Berea, Ohio, where

he was graduated in the classical course and
with the A. B. degi-ee. For several years

Mr. Watson engaged alternately in work as a

teacher and as a student of law and in 1901

was admitted to the bar. Since then he has

been in active general practice at Tiffin. For
a time Mr. Watson was associated in partner-

shiji with Clyde C. Porter, who is now judge

of the Proliate ("ourt of Seneca County. With
tliiit cxciptioii Mr. AVatson has practiced alone.

Oh .liiiiiiin y 1, 1907, he married Miss Delene
Titus Vry. who was bom in Seneca County,

a daugliter of Frank J. and Augusta (Titus)

Fry. Her father was a well-to-do farmer of

Seneca County and is now living retired at

Tiffin. Mr. and Mrs. Watson have two chil-

dren, Augusta Fry and James D. Watson.
The family are members of the Presbyterian

Church. Mrs. Watson was educated in Ober-
lin College and in the New England Conserv-
atory of Music at Boston, and graduated from
the Ursuline Convent at Tiffin. She belongs

to the Pi Phi Sorority and Mr. Watson is a

member of the college fraternity Phi Delta
Theta. He is also affiliated with the Benevo-
lent and Protective Order of Elks, the Junior
Order of United American Mechanics, the

Knights of Pythias, and in politics is a repub-
lican. He also belongs to the Ohio State and
tlie American Bar associations.

Mr. Watson has distinguished himself by
fidelity and devotion to his practice as a pro-
fession and has never sought public office on
his own initiative. However, he has served
as a member of the board of review of the
county and the board of elections, and is now
president of the Tiffin Chamber of Commerce.

W. D. KiDD is one of the living business
men of Columbus Grove. He began liis career

there when a young man and in a clerical

position. He showed his worth by fidelity

and industry, and from a valued and trusted

employe he became a business man on his

own account. His name is well known in

Putnam County and at different times he has

been called upon to act in positions of public

trust.

Mr. Kidd was bom on a farm in Allen

County, Ohio, June 19, 1851. He is a son of

Nathaniel G. and Rhoda (Jennings) Kidd.
The family were among the earliest pioneers

of Allen County. His grandfather, William
Kidd, moved to Allen County in 1831 with

his family of eight children. He secured a

tract of Government land consisting of eighty

acres a mile west of Roekport, and after the

trials of the pioneer were over he lived there

in prosperity and contentment until his death.

William Kidd served throughout the War of

1812 as an American soldier. He was a whig
and after the party was organized he became
a republican.

Nathaniel G. Kidd was one of the prominent
men of Allen County for many years. He
was born in Washington County, Ohio, while

his wife was a native of Perry County. In

1854 he located on a farm in Allen County,
and his place of 120 acres was acquired direct

from the United States Government. It was
situated two miles from Roekport. Nathaniel

Kidd prospered as a farmer and was a man
of substance in Allen County many years.

He died in 1911. He was deeply religious,

was a member of the Methodist Episcopal

Church and was class leader for upward of

fifty years.

One of a family of nine children, W. D.

Kidd spent his early life on his father's farm.

He attended the district schools of Allen

County and for several years was a student

in the Ohio Northern University at Ada.
Farm work on his father's place was his chief

occupation until he was tw'enty-three years

old.

After his marriage in 1874 he removed to

Columbus Grove and became bookkeeper and
supei'intendent for the Kuneke Lumber Com-
pany. He remained with that employer ten

years, and subsequently clerked for the Hans-
burger & Alt Dry Goods Store. Having ac-

quired a thorough knowledge of business and
merchandising I\Ir. Kidd used his modest

savings as capital to start a business of his

own. He entered the boot and shoe business,

and his has been the favorite store in that

line at Columbus Grove since 1891. As a

side line and as a recreation as much as any-
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thing else Mr. Kidd has I'oi- rnauy years been
a breeder of high grade poultry. His Part-

ridge Wyaudottes and Rose Comb Barred
Rock fowls have won many honors in exhi-

bitions and stand at the head of their class.

Mr. Kidd is one of the prosj^erous and pub-
lie spirited citizens of Columbus Grove. He
was a member of the Board of Public Affairs

dui-ing 1884-85. He is affiliated with the

Knights of Pythias and the Ti-ibe of Ben Hur.
On Jmie 21, 1874, he married Miss Henrietta

Lipjjincott. Their only child died in infancy.

They have an adopted daughter, Emma Eve-
rett, who married G. W. Needles and has two
children, Everett E. and Georgetta.

John Edward Lytle has used meager op-

portunity and has converted hard work and
constant vigilance into a large and successful

liusiness at Findlay and is now sole propri-

etor of the Lytle Transfer Line, a business

which employs a large capital and equipment
and handles goods not only in Pindlay but all

over that section of Ohio.

Sir. Lytle was born at Gary, Ohio, Novem-
ber 4, 1875, one of the twelve children, seven

of whom are still living, born to Henderson
Lytle and Mary Ann (Lowry) Lytle. The
family is of English and Scotch-Irish an-

cestry.

"When Jolm Edward Lytle was fifteen years

of age his father died. That ended his school-

ing, and being one of a large household he

took it upon himself to become self-support-

ing. He worked at whatever he could find

to do for several yeai's at Gary and also at

Columbus. He then liecame a bridge carpen-

ter for the Big Four Railroad Company. He
learned the steam bending trade. In 1900 he

arrived in Findlay, amliitious and energetic,

but poor in purse. For fmir yciirs lie worked
as a tool dresser in the oil fields. Then for

a year he was employed as a teamster for the

Frank Adams Transfer Company. He next

joined the Howe & David Transfer Company,
and was with them until 1911. For two years

he was foreman of tlie company. The senior

partner had sold his interests to Mr. David
in 1909, and for the next two years the busi-

ness responsibilities devolved almost entirely

on Mr. Lytle.

In 1911 he had a great amount of experi-

ence, but no capital. He used his cxpi'iiiiice

to form a partnership with TIiohkis; Ham-
mond, under the firm name of Lytle & Ham-
mond Transfer Company. They opened their

([uarfers on South Main Street in tlie rear

of No. 522. The business had not been con-

ducted long until Mr. Lytle was able to buy
out his partner, and he thus became sole pro-

prietor of the Local Transfer Line. Many
improvements and increased facilities have
since been added. At the present time tlie

company has its warerooms and garage and
stables at 120-124 East Sandusky Street and
also at 121-125 East Crawford Street. Be-

sides many teams and wagons for local traf-

fic, the business has the facilities of a number
of big automobile trucks, and these trucks

carry goods to all parts of Ohio and even

to Siichigan and Indiana. It is a large busi-

ness and reflects credit upon Mr. Lytle as the

proprietor.

In 1904 he was married at Findlay to Miss

Gleinia A. Routson, daughter of Charles and
Laura (jMorehart) Routson. They have one

child, Doris Lucile, born August 14, 1905.

Mr. Lytle is affiliated with the Knights of

Pythias and the Modern Woodmen of Amer-
ica and in politics is an independent demo-

crat.

F. K. HoGUE is one of Toledo's oldest and
best known real estate and insurance men.

He ha.s had a varied career, beginning as a

lumberman in Northern Michigan, and he

also studied and practiced medicine several

years. His experience has been very extensive

in insurance lines, and for several years he

represented some of the large companies both

in Ohio and Indiana. He is now head of the

firm F. K. Hogue & Son, with offices in the

Nicholas Building. His associate is his son,

C. W. Hogue.
Mr. Hogue was bom in Erie County, Ohip,

August 20, 1851. His father, William Hogue,
was also a native of Ohio, was a farmer dur-

ing his active lifetime, and finally removed
to Toledo, where he lived retired with his son

until his death. He was a stanch republican

and an active member of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church.
F. K. Hogue was the only child of his par-

ents. He attended the public schools in Erie

County, Ohio, and completed his literary

education in Olivet College in Michigan. He
started out to earn his own living in the

lumber woods of Northwestern Michigan and
the Northern Peninsula. He spent two years

there and had experience in every phase of

lumbering and logging. While in that dis-

trict he witnessed the disastrous fire of Mari-
ette, Wisconsin, and was one of the party who
went to the rescue of the victims and gath-
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ered up tlie dead and wounded. His next ex-

perience began at St. Paul, Minnesota, from

which city he took a raft of logs down the

Mississippi River. Retnruiug to Eseanaba,

Michigan, he spent another two years in the

lumber woods, and then came back to his

father's farm in Fulton County, Ohio. Be-

sides farming he taught a couple of terms

of school in the county, and while there read

medicine with Dr. L. A. Bassette. He pur-

sued these studies four years, was granted a

license to practice, and rendered his profes-

sional service in this line at Swanton, Ohio.

After two years he gave up medicine as an
uncongeniai pursuit, and not long afterward

took up real estate and insurance. He was
first in this business at Swanton, and subse-

quently was appointed assistant state agent

for the Continental Insurance Company. He
subsequently removed his headquarters as rep-

resentative of the company to Westerville,

Ohio, and later was sent as state agent of

Indiana to Warsaw, Indiana, where he was
located a year and eight months. Mr. Hogue
then became general agent of the American
Fire Insurance Company of Cleveland. For
two years he was general agent for the Mill-

ers Insurance Company at Minneapolis.

He finally located in Toledo and combined
the real estate and insurance business and in

those lines he has built up a large and profit-

able clientage. He has also become interested

in various business aifairs in the city and is

one of its most substantial citizens. Mr.
Hogue is a Mason, a past grand and past

chief patriarch of the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows, and is a Knight of Pythias. In
politics he supports the republican party and
is a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church.

In June, 1883, Mr. Hogue married Miss
Flora A. Blake at her home in Fulton County.
Two children were born to them, but the only
one now living is Clyde W., associated with
his father in business, and educated in the
Ohio State ITliiversity. Clyde W. married
Miss Bessie Dare of Toledo, and they are
the parents of two children, Adelaide and
Richard.

William E. Diebley is one of the old tim*
business men of North Baltimore and for
many years has given the closest attention
and study and care to the furnishing of a
perfect undertaking service.

Mr. Diebley is a graduate embalmer from
the Dodge School of Embalming, then located

at Columbus, Ohio, now in Massachusetts.

He received his diploma there twenty-two
years ago, and when by state law the em-
"balmers were placed under a license system
he received Certificate No. 104 in 1902.

Mr. Diebley has been a resident of North
Baltimore since the fall of 1888. He at first

engaged in the livery business and conducted
it successfully for many years until 1913.

During that time he built and operated three

barns and when he sold out in the fall of 1915

he was the oldest liveryman in the county. •

He has been an embalmer and undertaker
of North Baltimore since 1894. He used horse

drawn funeral cars, two of them, until 1915,

and then introduced auto cars and now has
two of the finest and best of these. While in

the livery business Mr. Diebley was a breeder

and raiser of fine horses. He kept for special

use in his undertaking business eight pink
skin grays, and considering them as a group
these animals were not excelled by any in the

state. He always had his drivers in livery.

Mr. Diebley has witnessed many changes and
modifications in funeral equipment and has
always endeavored to keep his own plant in

line with the advance of the times. His equip-

ment and service are highly appreciated by
the people of North Baltimore, and he is one

of the city's most popular citizens.

Mr. Dieblev was born in the state, then the

territory, of Montana, July 3, 1864. That
was an extremely early date in the history of

the Northwest. His father, William Diebley,

had gone out to that territory as a gold miner
in 1849, and lived there for a number of years.

He returned from ^Montana to marry in Iowa
Miss Amelia Sweet. Her parents were Ver-
mont people and she was born either in that

state or in New York. In 1865, when William
E. Diebley was one year old, the family re-

turned to Ohio and located in Hancock County
on a new farm in Big Lick Township. There
the parents spent the rest of their days and
died when both of them were eighty-four years

of age. The father was born in Canton, Ohio,

and his birth occurred very soon after his

parents, both natives of Germany, had come
to this country in 1826. Grandfather Diebley

was accidentally killed at the age of thirty-

four. He was a butcher by trade. ]\Ir. Dieb-

ley 's parents were both of the German Luth-
eran faith, which was the church of their an-

cestors, but they subsequently became com-
municants of the United Brethren Church.

The father was a republican.

William E. Diebley married in Hancock
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County, Ohio, Jessie I. Henderson. She was
born there December 27, 1S64, and was reared

and educated close to her native home. Mr.
and Mrs. Diebley have two daughters. Ethel,

born in 1888, was educated in the North Balti-

more schools and is now the wife of Charles

Shimmons of North Baltimore. Hazel, the

younger daughter, born in May, 1890, received

good educational advantages in the public

schools and business college and is now a steno-

grapher at Toledo. The mother and daughters
were active members of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church.
Mr. Diebley is a member of the Masonic

Lodge at North Baltimore and was formerly
identified with the Knights of Pythias and
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. Polit-

tically he is a republican. He is now serving

as a member of the city council and a member
of the gas board. For twelve years he was
township trustee, and in that oifice he was
instrumental in securing the construction of

the first stone road in the township and he
practically led the way in the Good Roads
movement in this section of the county. Among
other property Mr. Diebley owns a fine farm
of about ninety acres, most of which is within
the corporation limits of North Baltimore and
the rest just outside. This land is in the oil

territory.

Joseph N. Ewald is a native of Seneca
County and a number of years ago started in

a small way as a furniture merchant. He has
built up at Tiffin one of the best stores of that

kind in Northwest Ohio. Besides looking after

his private biisiness most successfully he has
identified himself with the affairs of his com-
munitj' and is a prosperous and • influential

citizen.

Mr. Ewald was born in Seneca County
August 9, 1871, a son of John and Margaret
(Schmidt) Ewald. His paternal gi-andfather

was Nicholas Ewald, who came from Germany
with his family and settled on a farm in Sen-
eca County, where he died at the age of sev-

enty-one in 1873. The maternal grandfather
was Joseph Schmidt, who died in Germany.
John Ewald was born in Germany in 1833 and
died in 1897. He came to America with his

father and received his education partly in

Germany and partly at Tiffin. Farming was
his regular vocation throughout his active ca-

reer and he died on the old farm in Seneca
County. He was a democrat in politics and
he and his wife were members of St. Joseph 's

Catholic Church. His first wife was named

Elizabeth Smith, and the two children of that

union are: Anna, wife of ilichael Wank of

Star Citj-, Indiana; and John, living retired

at Fowler, Indiana. John Ewald's second wife,

Margaret Schmidt, was born in Germany in

1847 and is still living at Tiffin, where she was
married. She was the mother of eight chil-

dren and the four now living are : Joseph N.

;

Otto, a farmer and stock raiser in Seneca
County ; Rose, wife of Albert Krupp, a hard-
ware merchant of Toledo ; and Charles, a part-

ner of his brother Otto, living on the old farm
in Seneca County.

Joseph N. Ewald was reared on a farm and
received his early education in the schools at

Tiffin. At the age of twenty-six he left the

farm and moved to Tiffin and the following

year engaged in the furniture and undertaking
business with A. J. Henzy & Company. * He
bought an interest in this concern and for

four years was actively associated with
ilr. Henzy and Charles Pahl, and still later

Mr. Ewald and I\Ir. Pahl bought Mr. Henzy 's

interest in the store. The firm of Ewald & Pahl
continued for ten years. The partners then
effected a division of their business, Mr. Pahl
taking the undertaking department while

Mr. Ewald concentrated all his attention upon
the furniture business. He has since built up
a large establishment, with three stories de-

voted to sales and exhibition rooms for a splen-

did stock of furniture. He also has several

warerooms.
In 1898 Mr. Ewald married Otillia Buch-

man. She was born in Seneca County, daugh-
ter of John and Elizabeth Buehman, her
father a farmer of this county. Five children

have been born to their marriage : John, who
graduated in 1917 from the Tiffin High
School ; Herman, now a senior in high school

;

Margaret, Anna and Emma, the last two being
twins, and all attending school.

The family are members of St. Josepli's

Catholic Church. Mr. Ewald has filled all the

chairs in the Knights of St. John and some
of the chairs in the Knights of Columbus. Ho
is affiliated with Lodge No. 94, Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks, and in politics is

independent. He is now serving as treasurer

of the Tiffin Chamber of Commerce, has filled

that office five years and through the organi-

zation has brought his large personal influence

to bear upon the business and civic welfare
of the community.

Samitel, L. Irwin is the oldest merchant
in point of continuous service in Tontogany,
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where he entered business over thirty years

ago. ]\Ir. Irwin is a veteran in more senses

than one, having fought with the Union army
for the preservation of the country during

the closing months of the Civil war. His life

has been an honorable and straightforward

one, and he has come to enjoy and riehlj'

merit the esteem paid him in Wood County.

]Mr. Irwin was born in Ontario, Canada,
September 27, 1843, and is of old Welsh an-

cestry, though his people located in Ontario,

Canada, in pioneer times. He is a son of

Eli and Mary (Crone) Irwin, both of whom
were born in Ontario. The maternal gi-and-

father, John Crone, was a cattle herder in

Canada for the English army during the War
of 1812. He died at his home north of To-
ronto at the age of ninety-two, and was a

prominent and highly intelligent man. Eli
Irwin, who was born in 1811, died in 1863,
and spent his active career in business at

Ne^vmarket in York County, Ontario. He
was an active member of the reformed party
in Canada and he served as a soldier dur-
ing the Canadian rebellion of 1836-37. He
was taken prisoner and was confined during
that winter and had to witness the hanging
of one of his comrades, Samuel Lount. This
party was hung as an example to others and
Eli Irwin always had a great admiration for
him, and named his son, the merchant at Ton-
togany, in his honor. At the same time an-
other man named Matthews was hanged. Mrs.
Eli Irwin died in the same year as her hus-
band. She was born in 1815. They were
very devout and active members of the Chris-
tian Church. They became the parents of
six children: John" C, Henry L., Samuel L.,

William W., Harriet and Robert M. Those
now living are Mr. Samuel L. and Harriet,
widow of R. J. Kennedy, living in Ontario,
and the mother of a family of sons and daugh-
ters._ All the other children married and had
families.

Samuel L. Irwin grew up in the Province of
Ontario and besides attending the common
schools he learned the trade of tinner with
his father. When a little past twenty years
of age he came to Ohio and began working
at his trade in Maumee with George Blaker.
He had been here only a short time when in
February, 1865, he enlisted in the Union
army, in Company K of the One Hundred
and Eighty-fifth Ohio Infantry, under Cap-
tain Black. He went to the front and dur-
ing the eight months he was in the armv was
on detached duty. He accidentallv suffered

a broken foot, and at the close of the war was
discharged by general order. Returning to

Maumee, he resumed work at his trade, and
in 1870 he moved to Weston, where he con-

tinued business until January', 1884, which
was the date of his location at Tontogany.
Here he has since conducted a tinware and
general hardware l)usiness and has built up
a large trade in the general and staple stock

of goods. Mr. Irwin is a decided republican
and in earlier years took much interest in

local politics.

At Maumee he married Ida Clark. She was
a sister of Leroy Clark, now deceased, who
was formerly county clerk at Toledo and for

many years in the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice. Mrs. Irwin was born in Perry.sburg, Ohio,
August 14, 1848, and was gi-aduated from the
school at Maumee conducted by E. W. Lender-
son. Her parents were Silman and Vesta
Clark, both natives of Wood County, where
they were married some time before the chol-

era epidemic of 1854. Her father established
the Perrysburg Journal, which he published
for a number of years, and when IMrs. Irwin
was a child the family removed to Maumee,
where her parents spent the rest of their days.
Her father died in middle life and her mother
at the age of seventy-two. Her father was a
Henry Clay whig and republican. Mr. and
Mrs. Irwin had a happy companion.ship of
over thirt,y-six years, until it was terminated
by the death of his good wife in Tontogany
on April 3, 1902. Jlrs. Irwin was an active
Methodist. There were the follo-nang chil-

dren : Charles, who died in infancy ; Lula,
who lives in Toledo, the wife of L. J. Mauk
and the mother of two daughters, Alice and
Marion: Hattie, wife of C. 0. Cummings, a
Wood County farmer and county commis-
sioner, and they have a daughter, Olive;
Frank, who is engaged in clerical work in
Toledo, Ohio, is married hut has no children.
For his second wife ilr. Irwin married

in Wood County Hattie Phelps. She was
born and educated in ^lichigan and married
for her first husband George Abbs, who died
witjiout children. Mr. and Mrs. Irwin are
active members of the Presbyterian Church
and she is a devoted church worker. She is

also chairman of the hospital supply com-
mittee of the Red Cross Society. Mr" Irwin
is the oldest Mason in this section of Wood
County and for many long years has been a
member of Northern Light Lodge No. 40, Free
and Accepted Masons, of Maumee, in which
he has filled all the chairs. He was formerlv
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identified with the Royal Arch Chapter and
the Knights Templar.

KiKK E. Sutherland. Unless the banking
interests of a country are carefully conserved
the stability of credit is impaired and a panic
sometimes results that is far reaching in its

disastrous results. It is tlierefore extremely
necessary to give banking authority to men
who have had training and experience in

financial affairs as well as established reputa-

tions for honesty and business ability. The
Payne State Bank, of Payne, Ohio, one of the

younger financial institutions of the state, but
which is abundantly financed, has as officials

and directors some of the most affluent men
of Oiiio, and in its cashier has a young man
whose entire business training has been in

financial institutions.

Kirk Sutherland, cashier of the Payne
State Bank at Payne, Ohio, was born in Mich-
igan, November 22, 1890. His parents are

C H. and Rose (Alger) Sutherland, both of

whom were born in ilichigan and are highly

respected residents of Clare, where the father

has been cashier of the Clare County Savings
Bank since 1871. He is also largely interested

in agricultural pursuits and owns 320 acres

of highty improved land. He is a ilason of

high degree, belonging to the chapter and
council, and in manj- ways is representative

of the best interests of his community. Of
his family of four sons and one daughter
Kirk is the fifth in order of birth. The family
has been settled in Michigan since pioneer

days.

Kirk Sutherland attended the public schools

at Clare and in 1901 entered the Michigan
State Agricultural College and after credit-

ably completing his course there chose a busi-

ness career and began as a clerk in the Dime
Savings Bank at Detroit, ilichigan, where he

remained two years and then accepted the

position of bookkeeper in the Boies State Sav-
ings Bank at Hudson, ]\Iichigan. Mr. Suther-

land remained in that position for thi-ee

years. In December, 1914, he came to Pauld-
ing County and accepted the position of

cashier of the Payne State Bank, of Payne,
Ohio, which was organized in 1912 and has

had a truly remarkable growth, largely as a

result of honest and painstaking service, but
primarily because of the high personal char-

acter of all its officials. The officers of the

Payne State Bank are : Abe Aekerman, presi-

dent; Fred White, vice president; David
Oreen, vice president; Kirk E. Sutherland,

cashier; 0. C. Lehman, assistant cashier. The
names on the directing board of the institu-
tion equally reflect sterling character and are
as follows : Abe Aekerman, Fred White, David
Green, Kirk E. Sutherland, all officers, and
Simon J. Straus, T. J. Forman, F. V. Matzen,
F. P. Wetli, J. W. Bradley, J. P. EUiott and
Hugh E. Griffis. The bank was organized
with a capital stock of $50,000. Quoting from
a bank statement, the deposits on May 5,

1913, were $45,537.28 ; on May 4, 1914, were
$33,122.73 ; on May 4, 1915, were $82,050.59

;

on May 4, 1916, were $121,846.02; and on
Mav 4, 1917, had reached the enormous
amount of $222,000. The bank seems fuUy
justified in taking as its watchword, "Watch
Us Grow."

^Ir. Suthei-land was married in Lenawee
County, Michigan, in 1911, to Miss Ruth Mc-
Kahn, who is a daughter of R. B. McKahn,
a prominent resident of Hudson, Michigan.
Mrs. Sutherland was educated in the public
schools and is a lady of social tact and charm.
Mr. and Mrs. Sutherland have two daughters,
Maxine L., who was born in Michigan, March
24, 1914, and Virginia, boni July 11, 1917.
Mr. Sutherland is a member of the Congrega-
tional Church and a liberal encourager of its

many benevolent enterprises. He is identified

with the Masonic lodge at Hudson, Michigan.
In his political attitude he is a democrat and,
like other inteUigeut young men of the times,
takes an active interest in public affairs.

David Seppanen has built up the largest
trade as a custom tailor at Findlay, and is

the head of a shop which in point of equip-
ment, service, expert workmanship in all lines,

and variety of stock and patterns carried
might compare with the best tailoring shops
in any of the larger cities. His place of
business is in the Marvin Block.

]\Ir. Seppanen is a native of Finland and
all his people were of that countiy. He was
born at Nyslot, San Miguel, in Finland, in

1874, a son of Peter and Kate (Peterson)
Seppanen. His father was a farmer. In the
public schools of Finland David Seppanen
remained a student until he was sixteen years
of age, and then went to the City of St. Pe-
tersburg, now Petrograd, in Russia, where
he spent five years in learning the tailoring

trade.

After his apprenticeship he returned ' to

Finland, was a workman at Waasa three
years, and for eight months was employed at
his ti'ade in Sunswall, Sweden. Mr. Sep-
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paneu came to America in 1901, spending

tiie first year in New York City, one year in

Cliattauooga, Tennessee, four years in Bir-

mingham, Alabama, and then going to Clii-

cago entered the Kroonbnrg Sartorial Acad-

emy, where he had expert instruction iu the

art of cutting. He was granted his diploma

in 1908, and following that he spent three

years as a cutter at Chattanooga, one year

at New York City, and for a few luojiths

was located at Toledo.

Mr. Seppauen tirst came to Fiiullay -in

1911, and w;is m husiiicss tli.'iv I'l^. years.

He was then Im- six montlis li,ca1.Ml at De-

troit, but ill 1!M4 (ii)eiied his lirsl-.-lass shop

in the Marvin Building, and his success has

since gone forward by leaps and bounds until

he has the best business of its kind in Han-
cock County.

Mr. Seppanen, who is unmarried, is affil-

iated with the Benevolent and Protective Or-

der of Elks, attends the Fii-st Lutheran
Church, is a republican in politics, and is a

member of the National Association of Mer-

chant Tailors of America and the Custom
Cutters Association.

Edwin B. Barlow, M. D. Since beginning

practice at Toledo in 1897, Doctor Barlow has

attained some of those professional interests

and connections which are most desired by
members of the medical fraternity and is

one of the highly successful physicians and
surgeons of the city.

A native of Ohio, he was born August 11,'

1874, in Madison County, a son of E. W.
Barlow, who was a Vermonter by birth. E.

W. Barlow is now living in the City of Ur-

bana, Ohio, at the venerable age of eighty-

three. The youngest in a family of three

sons and two daughters. Doctor Barlow spent

most of his youth at Urbana, where he at-

tended the grammar and high schools. His
early ambition led him into pharmacy and
he was licensed in 1894 by the Ohio State

Board of Pharmacy. Subsequently he en-

tered the Medical College at Columbus, where
he was graduated M. D. in 1897. Doctor Bar-
low at once came to Toledo and has now been
in practice in that city for over twenty years.

He has been surgeon for the Ann Arbor Rail-

way Company since 1908, surgeon for the
Toledo-Detroit Railroad since 1913, and since
1910 has been treasurer of the board of pen-
sion examiners. He is an active member of
the various medical societies, and in Masonry
is affiliated with Sanford Collins Lodge No.

396, Free and Accepted Masons; Toledo
Council, Royal and Select blasters; and To-
ledo Chapter, Royal Arch Masons. His offices

are in the Colton Building. Doctor Barlow
was married May 15, 1900, to Miss Delia Gib-

.son, of Kenton, Ohio. Thev have one son,

C. Gibson Barlow, born November 18, 1903.

George H. Ford is one of the veteran oil

men of Wood County and for a long period
of years has been connected with the Buckeye
State Pipe Line, with home at Rudolph. Mr.
Ford is a man of sturdy habits and of high
standing with his company and has exerted
all the power of his influence in behalf of
community improvements.

It seems appropriate that such a veteran
in the oil industry should be a native of West-
ern Pennsylvania. Mr. Ford was born in

Venango County, in that state, September 19,

1861. He is of Scotch-Irish ancestry. His
grandfather, Solomon Ford, was also born and
reared in Venango County and became a

blacksmith and wagon repairer. He married
a girl of the same .state, and they lived and
died there, he surviving his wife several years
and passing away at the age of seventy. They
were noble, upright Christian people and ac-

tive in the Church of God. Their family con-

sisted of four sons and two daughters, George,
John, David, Porter, Sarah and Mary, all of

whom married except Porter. The only one
now living is John, still living in Pennsyl-
vania, where his brothers and sisters died.

David Ford, father of George H., gi-ew up
in Venango County, Pennsylvania, and early

in life bought a small farm of sixty acres and
was industriously identified with its cultiva-

tion. In October, 1862, he died suddenly
and tragically. He had been away from home,
trading a yoke of oxen for a horse, and riding
the horse home he arrived after night and on
entering the barn he evidently dropped dead.
His body was found the next morning by his

wife, while the horse was wandering about the

barn lot with bridle and saddle still on. The
exact cause and circumstances of his death
were never known.
David Ford married in Venango County

Mary Wareham, who was born in that part
of Pennsylvania, of Pennsylvania Dutch par-
entage. The Wareham men were noted as a
family of splendid physical proportions, prac-
tically all of them weighing over 200 pounds,
with strength in proportion. Two of the sons
were John and Stephen, both of whom were
very large and portly men and they reared
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large families in Venango County. Mrs. Ford
had a sister, Mrs. Rebecca Smith, who is still

living, and like the other children is large

and hearty.

After the death of David Ford his widow
married Philip Baker, and they spent the rest

of their days on a farm in Venango County.
Mrs. Baker died five years ago, when past

seventy years of age, having survived her sec-

ond husband. By that union they had a son,

Kirk, and a daughter, Julia, the latter now
married.

George H. Ford was the only son of his

father. He had three sisters : Sarah J., living

at Clintonville in Venango County, widow
of W. G. Aiken and the mother of three sons

and one daughter; Elizabeth, wife of Manley
Bovee, has four sons ; and Maranda married
Munsou Allen, and after his death moved
from Venango County and is now living with
her son Dr. John Allen of Bowling Gi'een,

and is well advanced in years.

George H. Ford was thirteen months old

when his father died and he grew to manhood
with somewhat limited advantages. He at-

tended the public schools but at the age of

seventeen began making his own way and as

an employe of the old United Pipe Line Com-
pany of Pennsylvania. He worked for that

firm as a teamster. In 1890 he came to Cygnet
in Wood County, where for several years he
did teaming for the Buckeye Pipe Line Com-
pany, and twenty-four years ago he established

his home at Rudolph. He was made connec-

tion foreman for the Pipe Line and for many
years has been gauger for the company under
JMatthew W. Hanifan, the veteran oil man of

Wood County.
Mr. Ford married in 1882 in Venango

County Miss Addie M. Cassidy. She was
born in that county and was a few years

younger than her husband. She received a
public school education. Mr. and Mrs. Ford
were the parents of two children. The only
son, James David, now thirty-three years of

age, is a business man and machinist and lives

with his father. In August, 1913, he married
Miss Jessie D. Morgan, of Wood County. The
only daughter, Helen M., born July 27, 1898,

was well educated in two high schools and also

in the Bowling Green State Normal. Mr. Ford
after twenty-four years of married life was
deprived of the companionship of his devoted
wife by her death on June 26, 1916. He and
his family are members of the Christian
Church, he is an independent republican in

politics, and is affiliated with the Knights of

tlie Maccabees.

Fred II. Taulker. Among the agencies
which in recent years have increased the scope
of mankind 's activities and formed new fields

in which business men have risen to prosperity
and standing, the greatest perhaps has been
the invention of the automobile. In this field

not alone the manufacturer has profited, but
the wholesaler, the retailer and the agent, as

Avell as those who have been identified in vari-

ous ways with the making, inventing and
handling of countless accessories. In addi-

tion to this there may be mentioned the pro-

prietor of the automobile garage, who has
practically replaced the proprietor of the

obsolete livery of former years, and the
mechanics who are just as necessary in

the proper care of the automobile as was
the blacksmith and wagon-maker of other days.

A number of the live and energetic men of

Northwest Ohio, noting the trend of the times,

have engaged in business as owners of garages
and agents for well known cars, and in this

class is found Fred H. Taulker, of Pember-
ville, who within the period of a few short

years has built up a splendid enterprise in

these lines.

ilr. Taulker was bom on a farm in Free-
dom Township, near the Sandusky County
line in Wood County, Ohio, in 1870, and is a
grandson of German immigrants who came
to the United States in 1840 and located in
Sandusky County, Ohio. There they secured
land and developed a good farm, became sub-

stantial people of the agricultural community,
and passed the rest of their useful and indus-
trious lives, both reaching advanced years.

H. Fred Taulker was five years of age when
brought by his parents to the United States,

and was educated in the public schools of San-
dusky County, where he assisted his father
in the cultivation of the home acres. The
entire period" of his active career was given
over to the pursuits of farming and stock-

raising, and as he led an energetic and indus-
trious life, in which he practiced habits of
thrift and economy, and in which his good
management contributed to a well earned suc-
cess, he is now in possession of a competence
and is li^^ng in comfortable retirement at
Pemberville, being eighty-two years of age,
while his wife is seventy-seven. He is a dem-
ocrat in politics, and while not actively en-
gaged in public affairs is interested as a good
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citizen in the securing of the right kind of

legislation and representation. Mr. Tanlker

was married in Sanduskj- County, Ohio, to

Eliza Kulilman, who was born in that county,

where her parents, natives of Germany, were

early settlers. Both the Kuhlman and Taulk-

er families have for many years been members
of the Lutheran Church. Mr. and ]\Irs. Taulk-

er are the parents of six sons and one daugh-

ter, all married and all residents of Ohio with

the exception of one son, whose home is in

Michigan.
Fred H. Taulker was educated in the coun-

try schools in the vicinity of his father 's farm,

and until coming to Pemberville, about 1907,

centered his activities in farming. He is still

the owner of a good farming property of 120

acres, on which there are fine buildings and
other improvements, and this land is now being

operated by two tenants. A man of industiy

and energj-, Mr. Taulker decided that a bet-

ter future lay before him in commercial lines

than in the field of agriculture and accord-

ingly came to Pemberville, where he engaged
in business as a genei'al and dry goods mer-

chant, under the fii-m style of Taulker & "Wil-

liams. While thus engaged he became inter-

ested in the sale of automobiles, and after

about four years as a merchant gave up his

interests in his store in order that he might

devote his entire time and attention to his

new enterprise. For the past seven years he
has been handling Studebaker cars as agent,

and since 1915 has also had the agency of

the Chevrolet car, and sells on an average of

forty automobiles a year. His business when
he started was a modest one, but gradually he
built up his venture until in 1915 he erected

his present large garage, 60x120 feet, com-
posed of steel, tile, cement and brick. He is

himself an excellent mechanic, although self-

taught, and keeps with him four expert work-
men as assistants in his repair department,

where he has the latest machinery and appli-

ances for the proper care of the hiost valuable

cars, this machineiy all being operated by
power. In addition to handling automobiles

he carries a complete line of sundries and ap-

purtenances, and in everj^ way has an up-to-

date establishment which is a credit to the

community and to Mr. Taulker 's business

ability.

]Mr. Taulker was married in Wood County,
Ohio, to Miss Anna Kohring, who was born
in 1872 On a fann in Troy Township, daugh-
ter of Henry Kohring, who lives at Pember-
ville, a retired farmer, seventy-seven years old.

He was born in Germany, as was his wife, who
has been deceased for twenty years, but they
were married in the United States. The fam-
ily is Lutheran, to which faith Mr. and Mrs.
Taulker belong. Mr. Taulker is a democrat,
but not a politician, having devoted himself
unsparingly to the building up of his busi-

ness. He has given a good account of him-
self as a citizen, and in commercial circles his

integrity is well known and has won for him
unbounded confidence.

H. C. Paerett, who for several years has
served as maj'or of the Village of Continental
in Putnam County, represents an old and
prominent family of the county and his own
career has been in keeping with the traditions

of the name.
:\Ir. Parrett was born September 8, 1878,

in Putnam County on a farm. His parents
were S. R. and Linda (ilcKibben) Parrett,
and he is their only son and child. S. R. Par-
rett was born in Payette County, Ohio, has
spent his active cai*eer as a farmer and is still

living at the age of sixty-two. He came to

Putnam County with his pai-ents when he
was a small boy. The grandfather, John S.

Parrett, was born in 1823 and was one of the
early settlers of Putnam County. He lived

one year in Illinois, but returned to Ohio and
at the beginning of the Civil war enlisted in

the Ninth Ohio Infantry. He participated

in many battles, including Chickamauga, Per-
rysville, Knoxville and Chattanooga, where
he was seriously wounded. He returned to

the old homestead after the war and was
profitably engaged in farming until his death.

He was well and favorably known in Putnam
County and for a number of years occupied
the position of trustee and treasurer of his

town-ship.

Mr. H. C. Parrett was reared and educated
in Putnam County, attended the district

schools, and for five years was a successful

teacher. He finally bought 160 acres of land
in Putnam Countv and he lived on that farm
from 1902 to 1905. On October 5, 1902, he
married, and for the next two years he was
engaged in the hardware business at Conti-

nental. He then entered the real estate busi-

ness, and that has been his chief forte in a

business way since that time. It has been
I\Ir. Parrett 's experience to witness a remark-
able increase in land values in this section of

Ohio. A number of years ago land could be

bought for $5 or $10 an acre, but now it is

worth all the way from $125 to $175 an acre.



HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO 1977

Mr. Parrett in politics is a stancli demo-
crat. He was elected mayor of the Village

of Contineutal on Alay 4, 1912, and has been
continued in office by his grateful feUow citi-

zens ever since. In 1910 he served as village

treasurer.

On October 5, 1902, he married Myrtle
Wisterman. j\Irs. Parrett is a member of the

Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. Parrett is

a member of Continental Lodge No. 570, Free
and Accepted Masons, a member of Ottawa
Chapter, Royal Arch Masons, and of Putnam
Council, Royal and Select Masters.

Henry JIisamore is a retired resident of

Findlay at the age of eighty years. He comes
of stock that is remarkable for vitality and
longevity, and the family has long been identi-

fied with this section of Noi'thwest Ohio.

Henry Misamore's sons are the firm of ilisa-

more Brothers, leading merchants of Find-
lay.

Henry Misamore was one of a large family
of seventfien children, nine daughters and
eight sons. These were the children of his

father, John Misamore, who was twice mar-
ried. Henry Misamore's mother was Rachel
Hammond. Henry Misamore was born in a

log house on Blanchard River in Amanda
Township of Hancock Countj'.

His ancestry in America goes back to his

great-grandfatiier, George Misamore, an early

settler in Pennsylvania. A descendant of

this American pioneer was Michael ilisamore,

who in 1825 migrated to Hancock County,
Ohio, driving an ox team. He settled on
Blanchard River, on a farm now owned by
Elisha Gorsueh. The family during its early

residence in Ohio had many Indian experi-

ences and encountered innumerable hardships.

Michael Misamore built a log house, and in

that home most of his fifteen children spent

portions of their lives. Two of Michael 's chil-

dren are still living: Mrs. Elizabeth Aurand,
of Findlay, aged eighty-two; and Tillie Gor-

sueh, of Mount Blanchard. Michael Misa-

more had the distinction of erecting the first

flour mill in Hancock County. This old mill

stood on the banks of Blanchard River nine
miles southeast of Findlay.
John Misamore, son of Michael and father

of Henry, married Rachel Hammond, of an
old pioneer family, and she died at tlie age
of twenty-eight. For his second wife John
married JIary Ann Sheldon. By the first

marriage there were six children and eleven

by his second. Peter Misamore, a brother of

John, went out to Colorado and reared an-

other large family, consisting of fourteen chil-

dren.

The ilisamores furnished soldiers and pa-
triots to the three great wars of the nation,

the Revolutionaiy war, the War of 1812 and
the Civil war. Henry Misamore himself had
a creditable record as a soldier in the

Civil war. He became a private in the
Sixty-seventh Ohio Infantry in 1861, and was
in service until during the siege of Vicks-

burg he was sti-uck by a miuie ball in the

left knee. That wound disabled him for fur-

ther effective service. He still has the minie
ball as an interesting memento of his personal

experience in the war.
Henry Misamore grew up in the country,

liad a country school education and was a

farm worker until the outbreak of the war in

1861. On returning home from the army he
resumed farming and having made a cred-

itable record and secured financial independ-
ence fi-om that occupation he finally retired

and in 1901 removed to Findlay. Though
the necessity of hard work is no longer
present, he takes great pleasure in working
his vegetable garden. His good wife is still

Jiving, and they reared a familj' of seven sons.

The family circle has not yet been broken by
a single death. In 1915 I\lr. and Mrs. Henry
^Misamore celebrated the fiftieth or golden
wedding anniversary. At that time of the

famil.y group of seven sons and twenty-six

grandchildren every one was present to par-

ticipate in the happy ceremonies with the ex-

ception of one. The names of the seven sons

ai'c: Oakland Sheridan, Thornton Winders,
Harry Leon, John Nelson, Lewis Galby,
Frederick Harlow and Troy Elby.

Oakland Sheridan Jlisamore is the senior

member of the well known mercantile firm

of Misamore Brothers of Findlay. He has
spent all his active life in Northwest Ohio.

Wlien he was seven years old his father

bought a 100-acre tract of wild land in Henry
County and undertook to clear and make a

farm of it. Mr. Slisamore's memory of that

experience is not a pleasant one, since the

work was extremely hard and the family en-

dured many privations while struggling to

develop the land. The family remained tliere

seven years and then returned to Jackson
Township to their fine fai-m of 120 acres. On
these two places Oakland S. Misamore grew
to manhood, and had the advantages of the

country schools and also the ilount Blanchard
grade schools. For seven terms he was a
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teacher iu a country school, and afterward

took two terms of instruction during 1882-3

in the Ohio Northern Univei-sity at Ada. He
taught at intervals and put in altogether

about seven years as a teacher.

On ilarch 8, 1888, Mr. Misamore arrived

iu Findlay, having walked through the snow
for a number of miles. Here he secured a

place in the general stoi-e of Dilliuger, Ewing
and Company. After that firm dissolved he

went with the George F. Tanner shoe store,

then iiiinia<reil In- John Hirsehberger. Sub-
s(N|iiciilly Dilliii'^vr and Ewing resumed busi-

l]l's^ .IN dry 'J Is merchants, and Oakland S.

ilisaiiioic Ix'raiue a salesman for them, remain-

ing four or live years. About that time he

was nominated and elected constable, and
filled the office three terms. He has always

been an active republican, and on that ticket

was nominated for sheriff, being defeated by
only thirty-seven votes. Mr. Misamore finally

rtMiiDVi'd til McComb, Ohio, opened the grocery

stoiv 111' .Misamore & Kemp, but after six

luonths tiiey removed their stock back to Find-
lay and continued in business in that city

under the firm name for two years. That
was the successful beginning of Mr. Misa-

more "s commercial enterprise. However, on

retiring from the grocery trade he went into

the oil business as a producer, but did not

meet with success in that venture. After that

he put in a year as salesman in Frank M.
Trout's furniture store, and then for a time

was in John Hirsehberger 's shoe store. He
also helped promote some oil prospects in this

county with Adams & Sarber Companj', of

Cleveland. He was a.ssociated with that firm

for a year and a half.

Mr. Misamore and his brother Troy then

started a grocery store on North Main Street,

at the present location of Misamore Brothers.

After two years Mr. Misamore lost his health,

was out of business a year, and in 1906 estab-

lished a shoe store. His brother John subse-

quently became associated with him, and iu

1908 they added both clothing and furniture

departments. In 1909 the brother Troy en-

tered the partnership, and with his coming
the business was expanded to include dry
goods and notions. Thus Misamore Brothers
have by different additions and improvements
built up a large department store. In 1914
they bought the block at 310-312-314 North
Main Street, and here thej^ have one of the
finest equipped and best stocked stores in

Hancock Tounty.
Mr. 0. S. Misamore is a republican in poli-

tics, aud most of his brothers are of the same
political faith.

He was married in 1886 to iliss Jessie

Foreman. Her father was Rev. Daniel Fore-
man, a minister of the United Brethren
Church. Mr. and Mrs. Misamore have one
child. Myrtle Olga, now wife of C. H. Smith.

John Misamore, the second partner in the

firm of Misamore Brothers, married Ella Wise
in 1895. She is a daughter of Franklin and
Harriet (VanHorn) Wise. Their children

are named Garnet, Paul, Earl and Ellen.

Mr. and Mrs. John Misamore are members of

the First Cliurch of Christ.

Troy Misamore, youngest of Misamore
Brothers, married Pearl Edwards, daughter

of Beecher and Elizabeth (Beeson) Edwai'ds,

who are old settlers of Arcadia, Ohio.

John Edward Shatzel, a prominent attor-

ney and for the past twenty-four years a

resident of Bowling Green, was born at Up-
per Sandusky, Wyandot County, Ohio, Febru-
ary 1, 1869.

The original name is spelled Schatzel. Many
bearing the name use the original foi-m, while

others have dropped the silent letter for sim-

plicity. The name is uncommon in this coun-

try but is frequently heard in Germany and
Switzerland, where it originated.

Jolm Peter Schatzel. who came to the

United States from Frankfort-on-the-Main,

Germany, about 1820. was the first of the

family to locate in America. He became a

very wealthy land owner and stock raiser

in Texas, was consul to Mexico under the ad-

ministration of President Franklin Pierce,

and he died at Corpus Christi sometime in

the late '40s. His estate fell into the hands of

unscrupulous men and the lawful heirs never

had the pleasure of participating in its dis-

tribution.

The paternal grandfather of the subject of

this sketch was John Schatzel, who came from
Germany with his young bride in the '40s,

and located near Pittsburgh, Penus.ylvania.

Later he moved to Corpus Christi, Texas, then
north again to Upper Sandusky, Ohio. He
was a boot and shoe maker by trade and
followed this vocation until the time of his

death. He died in 1864, leaving a widow,
two daughters and four sons surviving him.
The widow afterward married Michael Shan-
abarger, and became the mistress of a beau-
tiful country home five miles west of Upper
Sandusky, where she passed away in 1895.

Tlie maternal grandfather was Peter Kat-
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zenmeyer, who with his wife, Barbara, and
three small children, left Hesse Darmstadt,
Germany, in the year 1839, and after seven

perilous weeks on the ocean landed in Amer-
ica to seek his fortune. The family finally

located west of Upper Sandusky on a tract

of heavily timbered land. Here eight more
children were born. Here the eleven chil-

dren grew to manhood and womanhood and
each knew, as did the father and mother, with
what toil and privation the pioneer in the

wilderness works out his destin3^

The eldest son of John Sehatzel was John,
Jr., and the eldest daughter of Peter Katzen-
nieyer was Elizabeth. These two young peo-

ple met by chance in Upper Sandusky, be-

came friends and lovers, and after a short

courtship were married in 1867. Four chil-

dren were born to them: John Edward, Wil-
liam H., Birdella and Frank H., all of whom
are living excepting William H. The family

resided first at Upper Sandusky, then at Bow-
ling Green, then North Baltimore and finally

at Toledo, always in Ohio. At Toledo the

mother passed away October 2, 1910. John
Sehatzel is still hale and hearty at seventy-

three, an honoi-ed resident of East Toledo.

Mr. Sehatzel was a resident of Bowling
Green at the time of the memorable "county-
seat fight" and assisted in the removal of

the county offices from Perrysburg to Bow-
ling Green. He built the fir.st brick building
in North Baltimore and served in many of-

ficial positions in that town.
John Edward Shatzol received his schooling

in the public seiiooLs of North Baltimore and
at The Ohio Northern University. He taiight

school, kept books in The People's Bank of

North Baltimore, published The North Balti-

more Times for two years, and then entered

the law offices of Baldwin & Harrington, of

Bowling Green, to prepare himself for the

legal profession. He read law with Judge
Baldwin for two years and then finished his

course in the law department of the Ohio
Northern University, graduating from that

institution in 1895. He then read another
year with Judge Baldwin, opening an office

of his own in Bowling Green in October, 1896.
He ha.s been in practice continuously since.

In 1898 Mr. Shatzel was united in marriage
to Martha Alice Halfhill, of near Celina. Ohio,

a member of a prominent and talented Men tt

County family. One daughter, Eleanor, iinw

thirteen years of age, was born of this union.
Mr. Shatzel has served as mayor of Bow-

ling Green and also as a member-atJarge of

the city council. In April, 1908, he was ap-

pointed referee in bankruptcy for Wood and
Henry counties by Hon. Robert W. Tayler,

then judge of the District Court for the

Northern District of Ohio, Western Division,

and served four years in that capacity. In
1915 he was appointed local member of the

board of trustees of the Bowling Green State
Normal College by Hon. Frank B. Willis, then
governor of Ohio, and is still a member of

that board.

Mr. Shatzel has always taken a prominent
part in community enterprises of whatever
sort that bid fair to promote the upbuilding
and progress of Bowling Green and Wood
County. Among other things he has been an
enthusiastic Chautauquan and served three

years as president of the Wood County Chau-
tauqua Association. He is a member of the

Bowling Green Commercial Club, of Kenneth
Lodge, Knights of Pythias, and the Bowling
Green Lodge of Elks. In politics he is a
republican.

Mr. and Mrs. Shatzel and their daughter are

all active members of the Presbyterian Church.

George W. Foltz, M. D. In the course
of a long and successful career as a physician
and surgeon at North Baltimore, Doctor Foltz

has become widely known not only in this

state but elsewhere as an authority and spe-

cialist in the treatment of many aggravated
cases of Bright 's disease and diabetes. While
he still carries the heavy burdens of general
practice, much of his time and attention are
taken up with these special cases.

Doctor Foltz was born in Hancock County,
Ohio, December 18, 1856. The lessons of
self dependence were early learned by him,
and he had to become self supporting at an
early age, after the family was broken up
through the death of his mother. He earned
his education, and the development of his

unusual talents has been due to his hard work
and great ambition to excel. He supported
himself while attending school and paid his

way through the Ohio Northern University
at Ada, from which he received the degree
Bachelor of Science in 1887. He then went
to teaching and when his means justified it

he took up the study of medicine and in 1896
graduated from the Starling Medical College,
now the medical department of the Ohio State
University. Doctor Foltz has four certificates

for post-graduate courses, and has always kept
in close touch with the wonderful development
in medical and surgical science. For three
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years he practiced with his brother, Doctor
Tobias C. Foltz at Lima, and then came to

North Baltimore, which has been his home for

eighteen years. People have come to him
from all over Ohio and from other states to

secure his services and special skill in the

treatment of Bright 's disease and diabetes,

and as a recognized authority on these destruc-

tive diseases a paper which he prepared and
read before the Northwestern ]\Iedical Society

at Tiffin received the most profound atten-

tion from his audience and was widely com-
mented upon. Doctor Foltz is a member of

the County, State, Tri-State and American
Medical associations.

In his native county he married Hiss Esther
Brundige, who was born in Hancock County,
and her parents were also natives of this

state. Doctor and ilrs. Foltz have three chil-

dren: Ethel G., who completed her educa-
tion in the North Baltimore High School and
is at home ; Earl D., who is a graduate of the
high school, the Ohio Wesleyan University at

Delaware and is now preparing for a medical
career in the Western Reserve University at

Cleveland; and Ruth, a member of the class

of 1918 in the North Baltimore High School.

Doctor Foltz is a member of the Masonic
Lodge at North Baltimore, the Knights of
Pythias, and has filled all the ehaii-s in the
latter order. For some years he has served
as health officer and is a member of the school
board. He and his wife are active in the
United Brethren Church and for fourteen
years has been superintendent of its Sun-
day School.

Abram M. Lashuay is a prominent factor
in the business affairs of Wood County, be-
ing cashier of the Rudolph Savings Bank and
also a practical and successful farmer in that
neighborhood. He is one of the live and enter-

prising citizens of his community and has
made diligent use of his years and his oppor-
tunities.

His grandfather, Alexander Lashuay, Sr.,

was born at Montreal, Canada, in 1807 and
was of French ancestrj'. He married near
Montreal Josie Revenue, who was born about
the same time and place. After their mar-
riage they removed to Buffalo, New York,
where their first child was bom in 1832. A
little later the family removed to the vicinity
of Monroe, Michigan, where two more children
were born, James and Alexander, Jr. Here
the mother died in 1840 from an epidemic
of cholera which prevailed over that section

of Michigan. Alexander, Sr., subsequently
came to Wood County, Ohio, where he was a

pioneer. He lived for a time near the Mau-
mee River among the swamps and combating
almost constantly the malaria and ague, then
prevalent. Subsequently he removed to the

vicinity of Bowling Green, and later acquired
and improved tracts of land near Rudolph
and Weston. He was one of the notable men
of his day in Wood County, and died in the"

fullness of years, at the age of eighty-five.

By a second marriage he had two sons and two
daughters, the only one now living being
David. His sou Benjamin died from injuries

which he received while a Union soldier. Of
his first marriage the only one now living is

James, aged eighty-two, a resident of Weston.
The son John died February 11, 1917, at the

age of eighty-five. Alexander, Sr., and his

wife were French Catholics, but all the sub-

sequent generations of the family have been
Protestants. Many of their descendants are

now found in Ohio and nearly all the families

of the name are very prosperous and sub-
stantial people.

Alexander Lashuay, Jr., father of Abram
M., was born in Michigian and died in Wood
County May 11, 1916, at the age of ninety-

one. He married Charity Mercer, whose par-
ents were born in Pennsylvania and repre-

sented a pioneer family in Wood County.
Alexander Lashuay, Jr., was only four years

of age when his mother died. After his mar-
riage he located in Liberty Township of Wood
County, near Rudolph, and there built up a

fine farm by hard work and constantly exer-

cising a strict supervision over his affairs.

The last ten years of his life were spent re-

tired in Rudolph, and his death was the re-

sult of an accident, a fall from a wagon caus-

ing the breaking of his neck. Though past
eighty at the time, he had been very active

and industrious and was a worker to the veiy
last. His widow passed away April 5, 1917.

Throughout their lives they were active mem-
bers of the Christian Church and for a num-
ber of years he was a trustee of the church at

Rudolph, one of the pioneer churches of that

denomination in Northwest Ohio. Of their

children Abram was the oldest, and two died
in infancy. Hattie, who died at the age of

twenty-four, was the wife of William Kidd
and left one son, Kenneth Kidd. The other
son, Doctor Clarence, is a well known home-
opathic physician in active practice at De-
troit, IMiehigan. He married at Monroe, Mich-
igan, and they have a daughter, Dorothy.
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Abram M. Lashuay has spent practically

all his life in this part of Wood County. He
was born on his father's farm October 4, 1866,

grew up and received a public school educa-
tion and also attended the old Ohio Normal,
now the Ohio Northern University at Ada.
After leaving school he took up farming as

a business, and in 1902 was one of the organ-
izers of the Rudolpla Savings Bank. This
bank lias an authorized capital of $25,000,

half of which is paid in, and its deposits ag-

gregate $125,000. Mr. Lashuay has been cash-

ier of the institution since the beginning and
all the officers and directors are well known
local men. ^

As a farmer Mr. Lashuay 's efforts are di-

rected to the cultivation and management of

220 acres which he owns, all of it well im-

proved and highly productive. His home
place is the old homestead of 120 acres in sec-

tion 16. He also owns 100 acres in section 7

of the same township. Both these farms have
substantial building improvements and the

home place has a splendid large barn and
125-ton silo.

Mr. Lashuay married Luella MeMahan, a
young lady who had grown up in the same
community with her husband. She was born
in Liberty Township, educated in the local

schools and the Weston School. Her grand-
parents were Scotch and English people. Mr.
and Mrs. Lashuay have two children : Flossie

is a highly educated young woman, having
finished her training in Hiram College and
the Detroit Normal and is now the wife of

Vernon G. Cook. Mr. and Mrs. Cook live at

Van Wert and he is a clerk in the railway
mail service. E. Stanley, the only son, is man-
ager of his father's farm. He married Pearl
Black, a native of Liberty Township, of Penn-
sylvania parents. Mr. Lashuay and all his

family are members of the Christian Church,
in which he is one of the valued officials.

R. F. Kemp, superintendent of the Seneca
Glove and Mitten Manufacturing Company
at their plant in Fostoria, is the example of a
man who succeeds because he perseveres in

the face of discouragement and defeat.

Rollo Franklin Kemp was born on a farm
in Venice Township, Seneca Countv, Novem-
ber 2, 1882, a son of John L. and 'Mary W.
(Willford) Kemp. His forefathers as far
back as there is any record were practical
farmers. He is of remote German ancestry.
His first American ancestor was Frederick

Kemp, who came to America and located near
New York City in colonial times. A later

member of the family and a direct ancestor of

R. F. Kemp was Peter Kemp, who traced his

ancestry through David, one of the three sons

of the original Frederick Kemp. Peter Kemp
was a pioneer woodman of the Daniel Boone
type, and during the Revolution was a msm-
ber of the staff of General Washington. The
Kemps have been essentially patriotic and
loyal as their service in all the wars of the

United States proves.

Rollo F. Kemp secured his early education
at New Washington High School, where he
graduated in 1903. His family were not
wealthy people and he worked his way through
school by helping his father every vacation.

He secured a certificate to teach and spent
two years in the countiy school known as the

Taber School in Cranberry Township of Craw-
ford County. The next three years he was
superintendent of the high school at West jlill

Grove in Wood County. His first essaj- at

business came in 1909, when he set up a small

shop for the manufacture of canvas gloves at

West Mill Grove. His present position proved
that he was on the right track and had a pi-ora-

ising field, but lack of capital and other un-
favorable reasons closed his shop down after

a year and all his savings were swept away.
At that critical time he resumed teaching,

as head of the Pharisburg High School, and
for one year had charge of all the schools in

Leesburg Township. His early experience in

the manufacture of canvas gloves then brought
him the position of manager of the Broadwav
Plant at Toledo of the Defiance Tick Mitten
Company. He was thei-e until Januaiy, 1914,
when the firm dissolved. Coming to Fostoria.

Mr. Kemp became superintendent of the local

branch of the Seneca Glove and Manufactur-
ing Company and now has active charge of

both plants at Fostoria and Upper Sandu.sky.
This is one of the large industries of North-
west Ohio, and the gloves are shipped all over
the world. The plants manufacture every-
thing in the line of gloves and mittens for
working men.

October 17, 1912, Mr. Kemp married Alice
May Cleveland, daughter of Hall Cleveland,
who was a cousin of the late President Cleve-
land. Her home prior to her marriage was at

Delaware, Ohio. Mr. Kemp is an active repub-
lican. He is affiliated with the United Breth-
ren Church at Attica, Ohio, and is a Mason,
a member of Lodge No. 288, Free and
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Accepted Masons, at Fostoria, and of the

chapter, council and commandery of that

place.

W. II. Df:AL, of Paulding, has for many
years been a successful i-eal estate man, for-

merly representing the Straus Land Corpo-
ration and the Straus Brothers Company,
whose operations did as much as any other
one agency to develop the better farming dis-

tricts of Northwestern Ohio and place the

land in the hands of capable and responsible

agriculturists from other states. But on Jan-
uary 1, 1917, Mr. Deal entered upon a busi-

ness of his own along the same lines.

Mr. Deal was a practical and widely ex-

perienced farmer before he entered the real

estate business, and that experience has
proved an invaluable asset to him in this

work. He comes from the same district of

Indiana which is the home of the Straus
brothers, whom he represented, having been
born in LaGrange County, Indiana, Septem-
ber 7, 1860. He is a son of Hemy and Helen
Deal, his father a native of Sandusky, Ohio,

and his mother of St. Thomas, Ontario.

Henry Deal, who died in 1913, was an early

settler in LaGrange County, was a carpenter
contractor and farmer, and was also widely
known because of his participation in public
affairs. For three terms he served as town-
ship trustee. It is said of him that he faith-

fully practiced the Golden Rule and always
endeavored to treat others as he desired others

to treat him. His widow is still living in

LaGrange at the age of seventj^-nine.

Of their two children W. H. Deal is the

younger. He was educated in the grammar
and high schools of LaGrange and at the age
of sixteen became a teacher. For eight years
he devoted his time to that vocation, and then
rented a farm from his father. He was a

tenant farmer until 1886, when he married
and bought a farm of his own.

October 28, 1886, in LaGrange, Mr. Deal
married Miss Maryetta Merritt, daughter of

John S. and Antoinette Merritt. She was a
graduate of the public schools of LaGrange.
Her death occurred in March, 1902, and she
left two children. Antoinette, born Septem-
ber 7, 1889, is the wife of Fred Sears and they
have one son, Willis. George P., born April
18, 1892, married Gladys Duncan, and they
have one child, J. Willis.

Mr. Deal continued his active career as a
farmer in Indiana until 1905, when he came
to Paulding and gave all his time to the real

estate business as representative of the Straus
Brothers Company. On January 1, 1917, he
engaged in the real estate business for him-
self. Mr. Deal is an active republican and is

affiliated with the Lodge and Chapter of Ma-
sonrj', the Independent Order of Odd Fellows
and the Knights of Pythias. He is a mem-
ber of the City Council of Paulding and has
held various minor offices in the city govern-
ment.
On March 25, 1908, he married at Paulding

Mrs. Eva (Dix) Riley, widow of Dr. Charles
Riley, who for many years was one of the

leading physicians of Paulding County. Mrs.
Deal was reared and educated in Paulding
and by her first marriage she had a son,

Charles A., born in 1889 and now a lieutenant

in the Quartermaster's Department of Motor
Transportation, U. S. Regular Army. He
married Helen Venrick. ilr. and Mrs. Deal
were signers of the original application of the

Paulding County Red Cross Chapter and
Mrs. Deal is its first permanent secretary.

Frank S. Schwab, who was recently the

proprietor of a plumbing and heating estab-

lishment at 317 North Main Street in Find-
lay, has worked at gas fitting, plumbing and
kindred lines for over thirty years, and is

one of the most competent mechanics as well

as business men in his special line in North-

west Ohio.

Mr. Schwab was bom at Findlay Septem-
ber 22, 1870, a son of Samuel and Elizabeth

(Zellers) Schwab. He is of Swiss ancestry,

and his parents had five children. His father

was a stone mason.
Reared neither in luxury or in extreme pov-

erty, Frank S. Schwab had a good home train-

ing but was early encouraged to make use of

liis time and energy- in his own behalf. After

attendinu- tlic roinnioii scliools for several

years he tuok his lirst imsitinn in 1884, when
he was fimrtn'H yi^irs nf a.ge. He started

to work as water boy for the Findlay Natural

Gas Company. At that time the company
was laying the first gas main in Hancock
County. He put in four years in the com-

pany's shops and learned gas fitting a,s a

trade. After mastering the business he and
William B. Stout started a shop on Defiance

Avenue under the name Stout & Schwab,
gas fitters. That partner.ship existed for five

years, after which Mr. Schwab spent five

years with E. V. Wisebroaf & Company learn-

ing the plumbing trade. Having mastered

this mechanical occupation he worked as a
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journeyman at different points all over the

country.

Finally roturiiin- tn F'iiwllav in 1Sil8. Mr.
Schwab iMvaiM.' f..rn„;,i, f,„- CKit.'s iin.th.'rs

Pluiiiliin- Ciinpaiiy aii.l was wifli tlaau srven

years. Tlieii. with ('liarlcs Kimlz, lir npciird

a .shop on North ilaiii Slivrl. and a I'Iit a \car
bought his partner's inlcrcsl in lltl4 and han-

dled the business alunc unii] lir snlil out ou

Februai-y 1, 1;)17. lie did umii-al plumbing,

heating- and ^as tilfint;'. and lian.lleil some of

the large.st eordraets in Findlay.

Mr. Schwab is a democrat in politics. He
was married in 1900 to Miss Letta Boardner,

daughter of Daniel and Anna Boardner.

EzEKiEL Owen, of Lima, one of the advi-

soiy and contrilmting editors of this publi-

cation, is a tried and experienced newspaper
man and has been through every branch of

new.spaper publication, beginning with early

boyhood.
He was born at Lima and is a son of David

and Fannie Maria (Rose) Owen. His father,

a native of Wales, came to America in 1846
and died in Lima in 1873. The mother, who
was born in Trumbull County, Ohio, in 1824,

went to Allen County, Ohio, with her par-

ents, pioneers, in 1834, and lived in that sec-

tion over eighty years, until her death at Lima
in 1915.

Ezekiel Owen grew up at Lima, graduated
from the high school and while he never had
a collegiate training his association with print-

ing and new.spaper work has given him op-

portunities unsurpassed by the advantages of

many of the leading colleges. When a boy
he learned the printing trade, and has never
deviated to any extent from the business tliat

first called him. For the past twenty years
Mr. Owen has been secretary and treasurer

and also a director of the Republican-Gazette
Company of Lima, publishers of the daily

and weekly Republican-Gazette. This work
has employed his best energies and he has
found no time for office holding and only

through his paper has he exercised influence

on politics.

He is actively and aggressively a republi-

can, and is a firm believer in American insti-

tutions and appreciates the glorious annals
of this country. He has been associated with
many fraternities, but now has active mem-
bership only in the Knights of Pythias, the
Modem Woodmen of America and the An-
cient Order of United Workmen. He is a
mendier and official in the Allen Countv Hi.s-

torical and Archeological Society and has con-

tributed frequently to its historical archives.

Mr. Owen is a Presbyterian, and has long

been interested in Sunday school work. He
is now superintendent of the Market Street

Presbyterian Sunday school at Lima.
In his native city on June 3, 1885, he mar-

ried Elizabeth Baillie Graham, daughter of

Allan and ^lai-paret Graham. Mrs. Owen Ls

of Sriiii'li aiH'cstry. She was bom in Glas-

gow. Sent land, and was brought to America
by her parents when a child.

E. W. FiSHEB, M. D. For a period of twen-
ty-five years Doctor Fisher has quietly and
efficiently performed his services as a doctor

at the Village of Portage in Wood County.
Doctor Fisher is a man of high standing in

his profession, and throughout his residence

has devoted himself conscientiously to the

duties of professional life.

Doctor Fisher was graduated member of a

class of 132 from Rush Medical College at

Chicago March 29, 1892. He then returned
to the state where he had spent his early life,

Nebraska, and had a preliminary practice of

six months at Ponca. He then came to Ohio,

was located for three months at Bowling
Green, and late in the year 1892 established

himself at Portage. Here his abilities quickly
brought him recognition as a skillful physi-

cian and surgeon, and for many years he has
been the recognized leader in his work. Other
honors and attainments have come to him.

Since 1896, with the exception of three terms,

he has filled tlie office of mayor of the village

corporation of Portage.

Doctor Fisher was born in Pennsylvania
November 14, 1870. His father, Benjamin F.

Fisher, was a native of the same state, his

birthplace being near Fisher's Ferry on the

Susquehanna River. That ferry was estab-

lished by one of his ancestors. Benjamin F.

Fisher was one of the wealthy men of his sec-

tion of Pennsylvania but died in the prime of

life, when Doctor Fisher was only five years
of age. His widowed mother subsequently
moved West with her children to Waverly,
Lanca.ster County, Nebraska, and spent many
years of her life there. Later she went to

Des Moines, Iowa, and died there when nearly
eighty years of age in 1912. Her remains
were laid to rest beside those of her husband
in the Lutheran cemetery at Selins Grove,
Pennsylvania.

Doctor Fi.sher was the seventh son and seems
to have been predisposed to a medical profes-
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sion, since from early boyhood he was known
as doctor. The family consisted of nine chil-

dren, and the oldest and youngest were daugh-
ters, all the sons being born successively. Six

of the sons are still living and one of the

daughters.

Doctor Fisher was well educated in Ne-
braska, attending the Academy at Homer and
graduating from Wayne Academy in 1887.

He was also a student in Midland College at

Atchison, Kansas, and in 1889 entered Rush
Medical College at Chicago.

Doctor Fisher has kept in close touch with

medical men and medical knowledge. He is a

member of the State, the Tri-State, the North-

west Ohio and the County Medical societies,

and for two terms was president of the county
society. He is affiliated with Kenneth Lodge
No. 118, of the Knights of Pythias as Bowling
Green and is a trustee of Lodge No. 818, of

the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks

in the same city.

On August 16, 1894, Doctor Fisher married
Miss Hattie L. Teller, who was born in Wood
County and grew up there. Doctor and Mrs.

Fisher have no living children. One child,

Emerson R., died at the age of iive months.
Mrs. Fisher is an active member of the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church and belongs to the

Local Aid Society and the Red Cro.ss.

Mrs. Fisher is a daughter of James and
Frances (Caswell) Tellei', prominent pioneers

of Wood County. James Teller was born in

Westchester County, New York, near the site

of the Croton Dam April 14, 1831. His an-

cestors were colonial settlers of New York.
His father was a cloth manufacturer, but in

1836, when James was five years of age, the

family removed to Huron County, Ohio. They
journeyed by canal boat over the Erie canal
and by steamboat over Lake Erie, and of that
trip ilr. Teller always had interesting recol-

lection. He grew up on his father's farm at

]\Ionroeville, and secured an education in one
of the district log schoolhouses. In the fall

of 1861 he came by wagon to Wood County,
buying 129 acres of land. He built a log

house eighteen by twenty-six on ground near
the site of the fine farm home where he died
March 29, 1911, at the age of eighty years.
He exerted his splendid physical vigor in
clearing up this land, added more to his pos-
sessions, and had a fine farm of 300 acres, all

well tiled and thoroughly improved. In his
earlier years in Wood County he was engaged
in the business of buying furs, having a part-
ner in that enterprise, and the fruits of this

business enabled him materially to increase

his farm development. James Teller was for

nearly forty years a member of the ]\Iasonic

Lodge, his afSliation being with Wood County
Lodge No. 112. The philosophy of his life was
honesty and clean living, and he gained and
enjoyed the esteem and admiration of a large

circle of friends and acquaintances. On July
22, 1862, at Perrysburg, Ohio, he married Miss
Frances Caswell, who was born in Jackson
County, ilichigau. She is still living at the
old homestead in Portage Township, and is

still active at the age of seventy-nine. Her
youngest daughter ]Mrs. Anna Histe, lives

with her. James Teller and wife had seven
children, and his was the first death to break
the family circle. The children were: Mrs.
Emilv Kingsley, Mrs. J. F. Wollam, Mrs. E.
W. Fisher, Mrs. E. G. McClelland, Mrs. Clm-
ton Histe, Charles Teller and Andrew Teller.

James Teller also left twelve grandchildren.

G. C. K.\LBPLEiscH is one of the men who
help carry on the large industrial processes

and activities of TifQn. Some members of his

family were pioneers in the manufacture of
pottery and similar ware, and Mr. Kalbfleiseh

was eventually drawn into that industry. He
started life as a stenographer with a manu-
facturing company at Kokomo, Indiana. He
was working there five years during the vaca-
tions of his school period and in 1899, at the
age of twenty, came to Tiffin.

Here he entered the office of the Great West-
ern Pottery Company, in the building up of
which his maternal grandfather had been
prominent, and was soon made assistant man-
ager of the local plant. After the death of
his uncle, F. W. Conradt, he became manager.
The plants of the Great Western Pottery were
sold in 1913 to the great corporation for the
manufacture of plumbing and sauitarv equip-
ment, the Standard Sanitary I\Ianufacturing
Company, which has a capital stock of $20,-

000,000 and has plants all over the United
States. Mr. Kalbfleiseh is still manager of the
Tiffin plant.

He is also connected with two lines of busi-

ness that are strictly family affairs and close

corporations. One is the Tiffin Art Metal
Company, of which he is secretary and treas-

urer. This company manufactures a large
line of sheet metal goods and ships the product
all over the United States. The other is the
Bullard Specialty Company of Tiffin, of which
he is also secretary and treasurer. Mr. Kalb-
fleiseh gives all his time to these three manu-
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facturing plants, and is one of the very suc-

cessful men of TifSn.

He was born at Pinckneyville, Ohio, Octo-

ber 10, 1878, a son of Adam H. and Matilda
(Conradt) Kalbfleisch. His paternal grand-
father, Conrad Kalbfleisch, was born in Ger-
many, and on coming to America located at

St. Louis, Missouri, where he followed farm-

ing and gardening. The maternal grand-

father, Gottlob Conradt, was also a native of

Germany and on coming to America located at

Peru, Indiana, where he was engaged in busi-

ness for a number of years and for a number
of years also was president of the Great West-
em Pottery of Tiffin, Ohio, and of Kokomo,
Indiana.

Adam H. Kalbfleisch, father of G. C. Kalb-
fleisch, was born near St. Louis, Missouri, in

1847. He was married at Peru, Indiana,

where his wife was born in 1858. Both are

still living and Adam Kalbfleisch is now re-

tired after a long and successful practice at

Peru. He spends his winters in Texas. He
and his wife are members of the German Luth-
eran Church ; he is a democrat in politics, and
is affiliated with the Benevolent and Protec-

tive Order of Elks. There were four children

:

Albert, proprietor of a cold storage plant at

Mercedes, in extreme southern Texas; G. C.

Kalbfleisch ; Emma, wife of Dr. A. C. Bald-
win, a practicing physician at I^eru, Indiana

;

and Rose, wife of Marx G. Crume. who is

connected with one of the Tiffin factories.

I\Ir. G. C. Kalbfleisch was married Decem-
ber 12, 1901, to Am-a Snyder. She was born
at Mount Gilead, Ohio. They have a daugh-
ter, Katheryn, now in high school. Mr. Kalb-
fleisch and family are active members of the

Presbyterian Church and he is president of

the board of trustees. Politically he is a re-

publican. He is a member of the Cleveland
Athletic Club of Cleveland, the Mohawk Coun-
try Club of Tiffin and is a director of the Tif-

fin Chamber of Commerce.

Aethuk M. Abmsteong. The affairs of the

county auditor's office of Paulding County
have never been in better liamls tlian during
the two terms that Arthur ^1. .\riiistroug has
filled the office. Mr. Armstrnnu is an old

resident of Paulding and became wideh'
known through his successful work as a

teacher before he entered public life.

He was born in Hocking County, Ohio, Sep-
tember 22, 1873, a son of George P. and Hen-
rietta (Thrush) Armstrong, the former a

native of West Virginia and the latter of

Hocking County, Ohio. George P. Armstrong
located in Hocking County in 1866, was a
farmer there until 1883, and then bought
eighty acres of land 2i 4 miles south of Payne
and was a successful farmer and stockman in

this county until 1897, since which year he
has lived retired at Columbus, Ohio. Much
of his success in business was due to his abil-

ity as a stockman. He was a well known
lireeder and dealer in Norman horses and also

took pride in his Poland China hogs. During
his residence in Paulding County he was
known as an honorable and worthy citizen,

filled various township offices, was a stanch
republican and an active member of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. He and his

wife had eight children, six still living.

Arthur il. Armstrong, the oldest of the chil-

dren, was reared on his father's farm and
has lived in Paulding County since he was
eleven years of age. At the age of twenty-
three, on December 20^ 1896, he married at

Paulding Miss Minnie Croy, daughter of

Richard Croy, who, came from Hocking
Count.v to Paidding Count}- in 1869. Mi-s.

Armstrong was one of a family of eight

children, and she was well educated for the

responsibilities of life, both in the common
schools and in college. She died March 26,

1904. By this union one child was born, Rus-
sell, aged twenty, and who graduated from
the Paulding High School with the class of

1915. Mr. Armstrong mari-ied for his second
wife Mary E. Humbarger, a daughter of

David and Mahala Humbarger. Mr. and Mrs.
Armstrong are the parents of three children

:

Thelma B., aged twelve; Pauline D., aged
nine ; and Harold, aged five.

After his marriage Mr. Armstrong con-

tinued his work as a teacher, which he had
begun in 1894, and he was connected with the

graded and village schools of the county for

fifteen 3'ears. In 1909 he was appointed dep-

uty county auditor, and filled that office four
years. The Circuit Court then appointed him
a receiver for the Haviland Clay Works, and
after successfully winding up the affairs of

that institution he was elected in 1914 to his

present office of auditor, and was re-elected

in 1916.

Mr. Armstrong has always been a vigorous
republican and one of the leaders of the party
in his home county. He is a member of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the
Paulding Methodist Episcopal Church.
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Mathew W. Hanifan. The resource which

more than any other has hrought wealth to

Wood County and other surrounding coun-

ties in Northwest Ohio is oil. The veterans

of this industry have all the interest attach-

ing to their careers which belongs to the pio-

neers of every class. Among them there is

none whose associations' have been longer with

the industi^y and have brought him into more
intimate contact with the great oil men of the

Middle West than Mathew W. Hanifan of

Bowling Green. Almost from the beginning

of the production of oil in Northwest Ohio Mr.
Hanifan has been district manager of the

Buckeye Pipe Lines Company in District No.

4 of the Standard Oil Company.
It was in 1886 that the first oil well was

sunk on the Fulton farm in Henry Township
of Wood County. That was the inauguration

of what subsequently became known as the

great Lima Oil Field. The original field was
for some years known as the Clinton Rock
District. The original well was on the Ful-
ton farm about two miles north of North
Baltimore in Wood County. Such was the

origin of an industry which was the means
of bringing untold wealth to many individuals

as well as the great industrial forces of the

nation. In all this development Mr. Hanifan
has had an interested share. He saw the busi-

ness' grow and develop from 1890 to 1900, then
witnessed a decline, and from his own experi-

ences and recollections could tell practically

the entire history of oil in Northwest Ohio.

He could recount numerous cases in which
struggling farmers have become rich over
night because nf a strike made in the oil sands
beneath their land. Along with successes have
come numerous failures, and altogether the
story of oil is not merely one of material
things but involves the fortunes and well be-

ing of scores and hundreds of individuals.

Since 1866 Mr. Hanifan has been identified

with the oil industiy in some relationship or
other, having begun in the old Western Penn-
sylvania fields, where there was only one
great oil district in America, Oil Creek. A
notable and memorable occasion occurred
when Mr. -Hanifan celebrated his sixty-fifth

anniversary in 1915. Many Buckeye pipe line
men and friends in oil districts all over the
world celebrated this birthday anniversary
with a reception and surprise banquet held at
the Millikin Hotel in Bowling Green. Dur-
ing the banquet Mr. Hanifan was presented
with a hand made and hand bound book of
letters and testimonials, ninetv-six in num-

ber, written by old friends and associates of

the oil industry and coming from New York
City on the east to Tulsa, Oklahoma, on the

west. Some of the writers were high offi-

cials in the oil industrj^ and othei-s were the
practical oil producers, but all were stanch
friends of this Bowling Green citizen and they
sought in this way to testify their esteem of

a man who had been for nearly fifty years
in the business. It would be quite impos-
sible to quote any number of these letters,

and one that is perhaps typical of the spirit

of esteem is that written by 0. S. June, vice

president and general manager of the Buck-
eye Pipe Line Company at Lima. The body
of his letter to ]Mr. Hanifan reads as follows

:

"It certainly gives me pleasure to join with
your many friends in congratulation on the
sixtj^-fifth anniversary of your birth. May
many more of them follow and health and
prosperity be \\"ith you to the end is the sin-

cere wish of your friend.
'

'

Mathew W. Hanifan was born at Pontiac,
Michigan, June 2, 1848, of Irish parents, Wil-
liam and Johanna Catherine (Kane) Hanifan.
His parents were both born in County Kerry,
Ireland, and were of pure Irish stock. His
father grew up there, learning the trade of
tailor and cutter, and not long after his mar-
riage, about 1830, he and his bride sailed for
the United States, crossing on a slow going
sailing vessel that was weeks en route. From
New York City they proceeded westward by
river and canal and lake boat to Detroit. They
did not remain in Detroit but went on to

Oakland County, Michigan, where he followed
the trade of .iourneyman tailor and eventually
opened a tailor shop as the pioneer in that
line at Pontiac. He did work as tailor when
it was customary for the follower of such a
trade to go about from house to house rather
than have his customers call at his shop.
Later he became a custom tailor and spent his

life at Pontiac, where he died at the age
of sixty-four and his wife at sixty-five.

They were active members of the Cath-
olic Church. Their family consisted of six

sons and two daughters, Mathew being one
of the younger. All married except Jerry,
who served as a soldier in tlie Civil war and
later became a member of the United States
army, and a daughter, Nellie. Mathew and
his brother Thomas are the only ones now liv-

ing.

Mathew Hanifan was educated in Oakland
County, Michigan, and at the age of twenty
he went east to Pennsylvania to join his
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brother Morris, who was then superiutendent

of the Home Petroleum Oil Company at Oil

Creek, Pennsylvauia. There he had his first

experience iu the oil fields. He soon became
a well rigger at Troutman in Butler County
and was connected with the pipe line iu that

section until 1872. He later became a ganger
for the Standard Oil Company, and filled that

position in Pennsylvania until 1890, when he

came to Northwest Ohio and located at North
Baltimore, near the original oil well of Wood
County. He was soon district foreman of the

pipe line and has been a resident of Bowling
Green since 1891.

Mr. Hanifan married at Titusville, Pennsyl-
vania, Miss IMary O'Brien. She was born at

Syracuse, New York, March 5, 1848, a
daughter of John and Johanna (Sheehan)
O'Brien. Her parents were born in County
Cork, grew up and married there, and after

their marriage left on a sailing boat which
crossed the Atlantic and they located in Syra-
cuse, New York. They lived in that vicinity

for some years and. finally went to Allegany,

New York, establishing a home near the St.

Bonaventura College, one of the leading Cath-
olic institutions of that section. Her father

assisted in laying the corner stone of that in-

stitution and helped in the construction of the

edifice until it was completed. He died in

1855, when Mrs. Hanifan was only seven years
of age. The widowed mother then assumed
the entire care and responsibilities connected
with the rearing and training of her family
of four sons and four daughters and .she lived

to be past eightj' years of age. All the chil-

dren grew up and married except one, and
three of them are still living. Mrs. Hanifan
was reared in the home of her widowed mother
and attended St. Elizabeth Convent, where
she was liberally educated and for some time
before her marriage taught school.

Recently Jlr. Hanifan erected one of the
fine homes of Bowling Green, a two-story mod-
ern residence of white pressed brick at 210
West Wooster Street. Mr. and Mrs. Hanifan
expect to spend their declining years in peace
and comfort with financial independence and
with hosts of friends and the companionship
of their own children. Mr. and Mrs. Hani-
fan have two daughters. Minnie A. graduated
at a school in Emlington, Pennsylvania, and
completed her liberal training in the noted
Mount De Chantal Academy at Wheeling,
West Virginia. She is now the wife of Lee
R. Robinson, a well known oil well contractor
living at Coffeyville, Kansas. Mr. and Mrs.

Robinson have no children. The second
daughter, Theresa, is also a graduate of the
Mount De Chantal Academy and is the wife
of Brainard Waite. Mr. Waite is a grand-
son of Chief Justice Waite, one of the great
historic characters in Northwest Ohio, and
is a son of Edward Waite of Hartford, Con-
necticut. He is also a gi-andson of Professor
Brainard, of Lj-me, Connecticut. Mr. and
Mrs. Waite now live in Hartford, where for
some .years he has been claim examiner for the
Hartford Casualty Company. They have
three children, gTandchildren of Mr. and Mrs.
Hanifan, who are named Mary Frances,
Mathew Edwards and Morris Remick.

^
NoRFORD S. G.iTES is Senior member of the

N. S. Gates & Sons sheet metal works in
Findlay. Mr. Gates has been continuously
in business in the city as a sheet metal worker
and business man for over a quarter of a
century. He has devoleped an industi-y sec-
ond to none in point of efficiency and ability
to handle the largest .oniracts, "and its serv-
ices have been rrijniir,! on lai'^v jiublic and
private buildings m srwral .(Minties. It is

said that when Mr. (iatcs cainc to Findlay
thirty years ago he had rash caiiilal of thirty-
six cents. Hard work tells the story, and he
is today one of the prosperous and public
spirited citizens.

Mr. Gates was born at Butler, Indiana, Au-
gust 31, 1866, a son of Jolm T. and Sarah J.
(Eckert) Gates. He is of English and Scotch
stock, and some of his ancestors were partici-
pants in the Revolutionary war. His father
was a building contractor and is now living
retired. His mother died in 1905.
Mr. Gates attended the eomiiion s; ho.ils at

Columbia City, Indiana, but ne\,T li.id advan-
tages beyond those of the puhlie insi itiilions.

When he was thirteen years of age his father
moved onto a farm and he knows wliat the
l)usiness of a farmer is, having given his time
and energies to helping his father until he
was twent.y years of age.

Leaving the farm, he came to Findlay in

1886 and for two years was an apprentice at
the sheet metal trade with George W. Robert-
son. He continued in the same business with
George Pickerall for a year and a half, and
then bought out the Pickerall establishment
on East Front Street. He acquired that busi-

ness in 1890 and for four or five years the
firm was Gates & Darling. Three .vears later
Mr. Gates became sole proprietor, and for
nine years was located at 129 North Main
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Street, and then, removed to his present ad-

dress at 211 North Main Street, where he

has been located twelve years altogether. His

son has since come into business with Mm,
and the finn is more prosperous today than

ever before. They have handled some very

large contracts. They did the sheet metal

and heating installation in the Fostoria High

School, for the Toledo and Bowling Green

Railway Company, and are constantly busy

handling contracts for private homes, munici-

pal buildings, hospitals and other construc-

tion.

In 1889 Mr. Gates married Miss Jessie M.

Luce, daughter of James Luce of Harlow,

Indiana. Mr. and Mrs. Gates have the fol-

lowing children: Opal, who was born in

1891 and died in 1905; Eola Mildred, aged

twenty-four; Harley S., twenty-two yeai-s of

age ; and Eugene A., born in 1902 and died in

1914.

Mr. Gates is a republican, a member of

the Howard Methodist Episcopal Church, and

is a prominent member of the Independent

Order of Odd Fellows, of which he is past

grand, and for the past three years has held

the ofBee of treasurer.

Makgabet Lucetta Fassett. There is per-

haps no more competent and efficient busi-

ness woman in Northwest Ohio than Mrs. Pas-

sett, who is sole proprietor of the M. L.

Fassett lumber yard and planing mill at

Pindlay. When her husband, the late Hamil-

ton Hiram. Fassett, died in May, 1906, the

business had not yet become established on a

secure footing, and Mrs. Fassett courageously

took charge and with a remarkable ability,

care and energy has not only kept the busi-

ness growing but has constantly expanded it

until her plant is now one of the three largest

lumber yards and mills in Hancock County.

She has proved remarkably successful both as

a manager and as a financier.

Her husband, the late Hamilton Hiram
Fassett, was born at Rochester, New York, in

1846. His father died in 1863. His mother,

Emily Wright, died at Brookings, South Da-

kota,'in 1913. There is one surviving brother,

Harvey, of Minnesota. When Hamilton H.
Fassett was six months old his parents re-

moved from Rochester, New York, to Ohio,

and located on a ti-act of Government land

which his father developed as a farm. They
were living thei-e when the father died, and
Hamilton was then about fifteen years of age.

He had only a country school education, and

when a boy, in 1863, he enlisted in Company
E of the Third Ohio Cavalry. He was in

service for nearly two years, until mustered
out in 1865. Returning to the old home, he
did some farming but soon put to effective use

the talents which he possessed as a wood
worker and carpenter. He had a special

genius as a wood worker, and as a youth he

was regarded as a proficient carpenter and
was also an expert cabinet maker. In the

early days when funeral caskets were nearly

all custom made he took orders from under-
takers for the making of such caskets. For
a time he lived in the West at Baraboo, Wis-
consin, working as an undertaker and car-

penter there for a year. He afterward oper-

ated a sawmill for the Warden Lumber Com-
pany at Curtice, Ohio, Warden and Willis-

ton, and continued the operation of the mill

until the tract of lumber was cleared off and
manufactured into lumber. This required

about five years. Subsequently Mr. Fassett

was in the brick and tile business at Martin,
Ohio, associated with A. C. Jolmson, under
the firm name Johnson & Fassett. This firm

continued three years, and on selling his in-

terest in 1887 Mr. Fassett moved to Pindlay.

Here he engaged in bu.siness for himself as a
carpenter and contractor.

On June 30, 1887, Mr. Fassett married
Margaret L. Allen, daughter of Ethan and
Mary (O'Neil) Allen. Mrs. Fassett 's parents

lived at Genoa, Ohio, and were of Scotch and
Irish ancestr,y. They came to Ohio from Con-
necticut. Mrs. Fassett was born at Cortland,

New York, at the age of five years was taken

to Genoa, Ohio, and attended the public and
high schools there. When eighteen years of

age she taught school at Rising Sun and
afterward at Martin in Wood County. After
her marriage she looked after the duties of

ber home and the' rearing and training of her
children, and was an able counselor to her

husband in his business affaij-s.

The first office of the H. H. Fassett Lum-
ber and Mill Work was at 525 South Main
Street, in Pindlay, where he was also engaged
in the hardware and general contracting busi-

ness. In February, 1905, the late Mr. Fas-
sett built his mill on East Crawford Street.

It had hardl.v been completed when lie died,

and Mrs. Fassett found the afi'airs of the

business in bad shape. Since then she has not
only cleared up every debt but also pur-
chased in September, 1916, the old Duttwiler
mill and has constantly expanded her busi-

ness. She is also owner of the old Duttwiler
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residence iu Findlay. Her trade now ex-

tends all over Hancock County and also out-

side the state. She has a complete planing

mill and manufactures large quantities of

sash, door and interior finish work.
Mrs. Fassett is an attendant of the First

Methodist Church of Findlay. The late Mr.
Fassett was a republican, sei-ved two years

on the school board of Findlay, and was su-

perinten(Jent of public school buildings many
years. Fraternally he was identified witji the

Masonic order and the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows.

Mrs. Fassett deserves credit for her dual

achievements both as a home maker and as a

business woman. She carefully trained her chil-

dren and gave them all high school educa-

tions. Her oldest child, Charlotte Mae, now
twenty-seven years of age, is teacher in the

fourth grade of the Lincoln School at Find-
lay. G. B., aged twenty-six, now acts as su-

perintendent of his mother's lumber company.
Lloyd Allen is twenty-four years of age. Tale
Hiram is twenty-two and Helen Louise, the

youngest, is eighteen.

"VViLbi.iii Hamilton McMillen has had a
long and active career as a lawyer, and for

twenty-six years has been located at North
Baltimore.

He was born in New York City November
15, 1856, a son of James and Jane (Hutchin-
son) McMillen. His middle name, Hamilton^
was the maiden name of his maternal grand-
mother. The parents were both born in Bal-
lymena, near Belfast, Ireland, and both were
of old Scotch-Irish stock, Covenanters in reli-

gion. Jane Hutchinson, having lost her
Ijarents in Ireland, came to the United States
to keep house for her brothers James and
Robert. James afterward sei-ved as a soldier

through the Civil war and spent his last years
in San Francisco, California. His brother
Robert died in Albany, New York. James
McMillen and Jane Hutchinson had been
sweethearts in Ireland, and sliortly after she
came to this country he followed her, and later

his widowed mother came. They were mar-
ried at once in New York City, and a year
later their first child, "William H., was born
there. A year or so later they moved to Bal-
timore, Maryland. James Mc^Iillen had
learned the trade of shoemaker in the old
country. His father died young, and he
learned that trade to support himself and to
care for his widowed mother. His mother

died when an old woman at Coolville, Ohio.

In Baltimore, Maryland, James McMillen fol-

lowed his trade, and being a very skillful work-
man he was employed in making shoes for

women. While the Civil war was in progress
he endeavored to enlist, but was rejected for

physical disability; he then moved West to

Athens County, Ohio, but after some months
went back to Baltimore. In 1867 he again
came to Coolville in Athens County, Ohio, with
the hope that a change of climate would repair
his health. But he died there March 9, 1869,

at the age. of thirty-five years and one month.
After forty-two years of widowhood the

mother passed away in Kansas City, Missouri,

when nearly eighty years of age. Both were
very devout and strict Presbyterians, and
James McMillen after obtaining American
citizenship voted as a republican. His brother
William was for four years a soldier in the

Civil war under General Sheridan and was at

Appomattox when Lee siu-rendered and also

at the Grand Review. Both James and Wil-
liam and another brother, Robert, were very
strong and active Union men. Robert died in

Kansas, and William in Colorado.
Mr. W. H. McMillen had two brothers,

James and Robert, both of whom were born in
Baltimore, Maryland. They were well edu-
cated, became teachers and for some years
were superintendents of schools in Central
Kansas. Both married, and Robert died in
Kansas City, Missouri, in 1916, leaving six
children, while James is now living in Saliua,
Kansas, and is married but has no children.
William H. McMillen grew up at Coolville

in Athens County, Ohio, and had some college

advantages at Marietta, Ohio. At the age of
seventeen he began studying law in the ofSce
of General, afterward Congressman, Gros-
venor, of Athens. Through the influence of
this well known Ohio man he received ap-
pointment as engrossing clerk in the State
Legislature. His means represented only
what he could earn, and by proper thrift and
hard work he finally entered the senior class
of the Cincinnati Law School where he was
graduated LL. B. in May, 1878. He was ad-
mitted to the bar the same year, three of his
examiners being Joseph B. Foraker, Samuel F.
Hunt and Clinton W. Gerard. For one year
Mr. McMillen practiced with General Gros-
venor, and tlieu, through the influence of Mr.
Foraker, received appointment as clerk in the
office of the prosecuting attorney at Cincin-
nati. He practiced law a few years in Cin-
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ciimati, but in 1885 removed to Kansas, where
lie was in active practice until 1891, wMch
was the year he located at North Baltimore.

Mr. McSIillen arrived in North Baltimore

just after the great fire which destroyed a

large part of the town, and he has been con-

nected with the welfare and development of

that little city ever since. He has developed

a large general practice throughout the county,

and is an attorney of high standing in the

county bar. He has been associated with

the Count.v and State Bar Associations and
has served North Baltimore as city solicitor.

As a republican he has wielded a large influ-

ence and has been a delegate to different con-

ventions, having been an alternate delegate

from the ninth congressional district to the

Chicago convention in 1908, when Mr. Taft
was nominated.
On April 19, 1899, Mr. McMillen married

Miss ]\Iinnie Casley. About a week after her
birth her mother died, and she was reared in

the home of Rev. William Bay and adopted
that name as her own. Her father, John B.

Casley, was a native of New York, and in

early life was put in school at Montreal to

be trained for the priesthood. He ran away
from school, came to the United States, en-

listed in the Union army and served through-
out the war. He died at the age of eighty-

two.
Mr. and Mrs. McMillen have two sons.

Leonard Sloan, born April 17, 1900, after

finishing the eighth grade spent two years in

the Ohio Military School at Cincinnati, and
is now a student in high school. Donald Bay,
the second son, was born December 4, 1901,
and is now with his brother in high school.

Both are very capable young men and have
shown special interest in electricity and
mechanics. The family are all memisers of

the Presbyterian Church, of which Mr. Mq-
Millen is a trustee.

Frank "W. Bacon has given the best part
of his business life to the milling industry, and
for a niimber of years has owned one of the
chief flour mills of Seneca County at TiflSn,

but has also done much real estate business in
that city.

He was born in Crawford County, Ohio,
October 10, 1860, a son of William S. and
Savena (Hawk) Bacon, natives of the same
county. His grandparents, Ralph and Polly
(Jordan) Bacon, were natives respectively of
Boston, Massachusetts, and Ireland. Ralph
Bacon was a surveyor and came to the West-

ern Reserve about 1810, taking up land which
was afterwards owned and occupied by James
A. Garfield. From there he removed to the
vicinity of Bucyrus in Crawford County and
was a farmer. He and his wife had thirteen

children, the youngest being William S. Bacon.
William S. Bacon was also a miller by trade,

and followed that industry in Crawford
County until 1875, when he brought his fam-
ily to Seneca County, and for four years
owned and operated a grist mill at Bloomville.
In 1879 he bought the Clifton mill on Wash-
ington Street in Tiffin. This industry he ope-

rated until his death in 1894, and the plant
has -since become the property of the Seneca
Stock Food Company. Savena Hawk, his wife,

\\'as the daughter of David Hawk, a native

of Pennsylvania, who came to Crawford Coun-
ty, Ohio, in early days and for many years fol-

lowed the tanning business.

Frank W. Bacon not only acquired a good
public school education but also learned the
milling industry under the careful instruction

of his father. He worked in his father 's plant
until the latter 's death and then bought the

interests of the other heirs in the mill at Tif-

fin and continued its operation until 1897.

After that he operated a mill at Sidney, Ohio,

and for several years he bought and sold mil-

ling properties in this and other states. In
1902. returning to Tiffin, he bought the Pio-

neer ]\Iill, situated on the river in the eastern
jpart of the city, and has built up this indus-
try to a first rank of importance among the
flour mills of Seneca County. For many years
he has had the agency of leading milling ma-
chinery factories, and has sold mills and mill-

ing equipment throughout the United States.

He is also owner of considerable land in Tif-

fin and the real estate business is an increas-

ing feature of his work. He is a member of

the Ohio ilillers' Association, belongs to the

National Federation and is a republican in

polities. For two years he served on the Tif-

fin City Council, having been elected primarily

for the purpose of carrying out the important
improvement of building a wall along the river

to protect the city from floods. This improve-
ment is now being constructed at an expense
of $300,000.

Mr. Bacon's aunt, Minerva Bacon, was at

one time a teacher of the Indians in the old

Mission Church at Upper Sandusky. In 1886

Mr. Bacon married Mary Johnson, daughter

of Judge William Johnson, a prominent Sene-

ca County attorney and one time probate
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judge. Mrs. Bacon, who died in 1900, was
the mother of two children, one of whom died

in infancy, while the older, Eugenia, died in

igOi, at the age of eighteen. In 1902 Mr. Ba-
con married Lida A. Sexton, who was born
in Seneca County, daughter of Henry Sexton.

She is an active member of the Presbyterian

Church. Of the three children born to their

marriage the only one now living is Rodger
Henry, aged nine years.

J. H. Laughlin, present mayor of Pauld-
ing, has had more than the usual share of

business and official experience. He is a man
of fine business judgment and was well estab-

lished iu a business of his own before the

honor came to him of being made mayor of

this city.

Jlr. Laughlin represents an old and sub-

stantial family of Southern Ohio. He was
born in Guernsey County November 16, 1874,

sou of Joseph and Catherine (ililler) Laugh-
lin. Both parents were bom in Ohio. His
grandfather, Samuel Laughlin, was a native

of Ireland, coming to America in early life

and locating in Noble County, Ohio. He de-

veloped a large business as a farmer and
stock raiser and built up an estate of over

1,000 acres. Much of this he had hewed out

of the wilderness by his own toil. Under his

management it was converted into valuable

farm lands and from his estate he was able

to give each of his children a good farm.

;Much of his land was in the vicinity of Cald-

well, Ohio. Samuel Laughlin was a devout
member of the Lutheran Church and gained
a very high place in the esteem of his com-
munity. J. H. Laughlin 's maternal grand-
father. Miller, was an ' extensive shipper of

livestock from Southern Ohio and died in

1898.

Joseph Laughlin, who died in 1890, was a

well-to-do farmer in Guernsey County, and
a member of the Lutheran Church. He and
his wife had three children, all of whom are

still living.

J. H. Laughlin, the oldest of these three

children, was educated in the public schools

of Guernsey County and also in the Muskin-
gum Academy at New Concord. He lived

at home on the farm until twenty-two, mar-
ried in 1897, and for the following four
years lived in Chicago, where he was clerk

of the Union League Club of that city. In
May, 1902, he came to Paulding and engaged
in the general insurance business. His local

business connections were severed in 1908,

when he became a clerk in the real estate

department of the office of secretary of state

at Columbus. He served there from May,
1908, until July, 1910. He had previously

been clerk of the Ohio Legislature in 1906-08.

In 1911 Mr. Laughlin went out to the Phil-

ippines as a Government clerk and remained
in those island possessions until February 1,

1911. He then returned to Paulding and has
since built up a large clientele in the real

estate and insurance business.

He has always shown commendable public

spirit in action and influence in behalf of

everything concerning the welfare of Pauld-
ing. Besides his position as mayor he is secre-

tary of the Paulding Commercial Club and
since 1916 has been a member of the City

Board of Education. He is a thirty-second

degi-ee Scottish Rite Mason, a Knight Tem-
plar and a Shriner, and a stanch republican.

On June 16, 1897, he married Miss Florence

Tanner. She was one of a family of seven

children and was educated in the public

schools of J\Iuskingum County. They have
one daughter, Ruth, born August 31, 1900,

and now a member of the class of 1918 in the

Paulding High School.

Bruce Houser is one of the pioneers in the

automobile industry in Findlay. In earlier

years he was widely known as an expert bi-

cycle rider, handled bicycles and did repair

work at Findlay before automobiles were
known and just gravitated naturally into the

larger and more imijortant business. He is

now sole owner of the motorcycle and bicycle

accessory and sundries business at 100 South
ilain Street.

Mr. Houser was born in Orange Township
of Hancock County, a son of W. 0. and Hala
(]Morrison) Houser. His father was a con-

tractor and moved to Findlay when Bruce
M-as six years of age. The family is of Ger-

man and Scotch-Irish ancestry. Mr. Houser 's

great-grandfathers on both sides emigrated to

America and settled in Pennsylvania. Mr.
Houser 's uncles were soldiers in the Civil

war.
He grew up at Findlay, attended the gram-

mar and high schools, and as a youth became
an ardent devotee nf tin' liicyde and acquired

more than a local fame av a bicycle racer.

He did both as an aniatcnr and professional

and won a large list of prizes in Ohio, Indiana
and Michigan. At the age of sixteen, on
January 1.5, 1898, :Mr. Houser started his

bicycle repair shop in Findlay, and kept that
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up in his original location until 1911. Nearly
every year he spent some time away from
home, traveling- both for business and for

his own education. Mr. Houser believes in

the value of travel as perhaps the best means
of gaining a knowledge of the world and its

people. He- traveled west to the coast in 1902,

in 1912 and 1913, and has visited practically

every town of importance in the West. He
was also over the South, in Florida, Alabama
and other states, but in late years his busi-

ness interests at Pindlay have kept him
almost constantly employed. Ftom 1910 to

1912 he conducted the Fiudlay Cycle Com-
pany on South Main Sti-eet, the largest shop
in the town. In 1915 Mr. Houser built his

modern salesroom and repair shop at 100-102

South ]\Iain Street. There he keeps every-

thing in the bicycle and motorcycle line, and
handles! a large supply of accessories and
sundries both for the bicycle and automobile
trade. His store occupies part of a modern
two-story brick building, 97x40 feet, contain-

ing flats on the upper floor. It is said that

when ilr. Houser began his business career

he had a capital of only eighty dollars, and
he is now recognized as one of the well-to-do

merchants of the city.

In 1908 he married Miss Grace Sexton,

daughter of Frank and Annie Elmira (Cur-

tis) Sexton. Mr. and ]\Irs. Houser have one

daughter, Annie, now two years old. He and
his wife attend the First ]\Iethodist Church,
and in politics he usually supports the repub-

lican candidate.

Irving E. Macomber, president of the To-

ledo Commerce Club, was born in Toledo,

Ohio, October 8, 1872, a son of Albert E. and
Sara S. (Haviland) Macomber. His par-

ents are old and prominent residents of To-
ledo, where the.y now live retired. His fa-

ther established and operated for many years

the real estate and brick business now owned
and conti'olled by his sou, Irving.

Since leaving college and taking his place

among the active men of business in Toledo,

Irving E. Slacomber has been distinguished

by an ability not only to think out large and
important plans but also to translate his ideas

effectively and readily into definite results.

During the twenty odd years since he en-

tered Toledo's commercial and civic life no
citizen has identified himself more thoroughly
and effectively with the upbuilding of the
city.

Mr. Macomber is president of the Macomber
Brothers Company, real estate and investment
dealers, is owner and manager of the Auburn-
dale Brick Works, and is secretary and man-
ager of the Toledo Factories Company.
He began his active career with a liberal

and technical education. He was graduated
in 1890 from the Toledo High School in both
the literary and manual training courses. In
1894 he completed his course in the Sibley
College of Engineering at Cornell University,

with the degree Mechanical Engineer. While
at Cornell he was a member of the Delta Upsi-
lon fraternity and the Quill and Dagger So-

ciety, and for two yeai-s managed the Sibley

Journal of Engineeriug.
Leaving college, he at once entered into a

business career, sijending two years with the
Westinghouse Electric Manufacturing Com-
pany at Pittsburgh before returning to To-
ledo. Here he became associated with his

father in the real estate and brick bu.siness

under the firm name of A. E. Macomber &
Company. His younger brother, the late

Franklin S. Macomber, soon afterward en-

tered the firm, and in 1900 the brothers as-

sumed the active management of the business.

Their father retired in 1902, and the sons sub-

sequentlv changed the name to Macomber
Brothers. In 1908 Franklin S. Macomber
died. His death M-as a signal loss to the City
of Toledo. He had reached that point in his

career when he was giving the greatest prom-
ise of fine achievement both in private busi-

ness affairs and in public life. His untimely
death threw the entire burden of the affairs

of Macomber Brothers upon Irving E. In
1909 the business was incorporated as The
Macomber Brothers Company, and Mr. Irving
^lacomber has since controlled and managed
the company.

It would be difficult to tell in a few words
the many things accomplished by the Macom-
ber Brothers in the real estate field in To-
ledo. Both were men of the greatest energy
and perseverance, were thorough executives

and showed unusual foresight in improving
much properly which had hitherto been large-

ly waste sites in the city. They gave added
value to other localities by the erection of

tliree modern apartment houses. In 1912 Mr.
Macomber was elected president of the To-
ledo Real Estate Board, and his efforts

brought about a marked broadening of the

policy of that board. In 1913-14 he was
president of the Ohio Association of Real
Estate Exchanges, which has membership in
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the National Association of Real Estate Ex-

changes.

During the last decade the business of the

Auburndale Brick Works, an industry

founded by his father, has been vastly ex-

tended. The plant is now equipped with the

most modern appliances and has an annual

output of 4,000,000 bricks, gas burned and of

a texture making them available for use in

the best types of construction.

With his brother, the late Franklin S., he

took much interest in the Newsboys Associa-

tion of Toledo, and in 1907 he equipped and
opened a public plavgroimd for children at

Woodruff Avenue and North Twelfth Street.

Prom 1904 to 1913 he served as president of

the Toledo Playground Association.

In 1907 he was elected a member at large

of the board of education and in 1910 was
elected president of the board. During his

membership the board completely changed
many antiquated and Obsolete methods of

school management. Among the important

results accomplished was the establishment of

district high schools to take the place of the

Old Central High School system. It was a

policy not only in keeping with the metropoli-

tan proportion.s of the city but also in accord-

ance with the most advanced [thougbt on
public school education. Grounds for the

sites of these schools were purchased at the

corner of Machen, Winthrop and Colling-

wood and at East Broadway, Kelsey and Mott
Avenue. Since its completion the classic

structure on the west side has been called

the Jessup W. Scott High School; and the

one on the east the Morrison R. Waite High
School. The plans and specifications for

these schools were prepared by the Depart-

ment of Architecture established by the

board.

Since retiring ifrom memberaliip on the

school board Mr. Macomber has not relaxed

any of his public spirit but has merely tui'ned

it in new directions. He is a member of the

municipal commission of publicity and ef-

ficiency and is enthusiastic in behalf of everj^

civic organization and improvement a.ssocia-

tion in the city. He is a trustee of the Toledo

Museum of Art and is vice president and
deputy commissioner of the Toledo Division

of the Boy Scouts of America. Since the

Commerce Club was founded he has been
active in its varioiis committees, and it was a

well bestowed honor when in September, 1916,

the members of the hoard elected him presi-

dent to succeed Carl B. Spitzer. ]\Ir. Ma-

comber is also a member of the Country
Club, the Toledo Yacht Club, and has long

been prominent socially.

On September 15, 1904, he mai-ried Miss
Marie Becker, daughter of Gerhard Becker,

owner of the Becker Tannery at Milwaukee,
Wisconsin. Mrs. Macomber was born in Du-
buque, Iowa, and was educated in Chicago
and in Hanover, Germany.

William L. Hough is a member of the firm

Gerdeman & Hough, general insurance and
real estate, at North Baltimore. This busi-

ness was established in 1912, under the firm

name Yates & Hough, and in 1914 Mr. Leon-
ard C. Gerdeman bought the interest of Mr.
Yates and made the firm as it stands at pres-

ent. They are among the chief real estate

dealers in this section of Northwest Ohio.

Their transactions cover Wood, Henry, Pauld-
ing and Putnam counties. Thousands of acres

have been bought and sold through the medium
of this firm, and they represent many private

owners in the management of estates. In
their own locality they handle much property
and are also representatives of leading com-
panies in fire, life and live stock insurance.

They have built up a large and substantial

business and are very popular citizens.

Mr. Hough has been in business at North
Baltimore since 1889. He is a valuable citizen

to his community, and stands high in the
esteem of the people he represents in a busi-

ness way. From 1889 to September, 1911,
he was in the wholesale and retail grocery
business. At the latter date a fire destroyed
the building and stock of goods, and a few
months later he became associated with the
late John W. Yates in the real estate and in-

surance business. Altogether Mr. Hough has
had a business career of thirty-one years, be-

ginning as a clerk.

He was born at Charlotte, Michigan, where
he grew up and received his early education.
At the age of fourteen he was a grocery clerk

and at twenty his firm. Lamb & Spencer, furn-
ished him the credit and backing by which
he opened a store at Alma, Michigan. There
he did a large business, under the firm name
of W. L. Hough & Company, for five years,

and with this experience and with his capital

lie moved to North Baltimore and has been
a factor in that city now for nearly thirtj'

years.

His father, David Hough, was a native of
Pennsylvania, of old Pennsylvania stock.

"When a young man he moved to Ohio, learned
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the carpenter's trade, and in Wood County

married Miss Sarali il. Peters. She was born

in Richland County, Ohio, but was reared

and educated in Wood County. Immediately

after their marriage David Hough and wife

removed to Charlotte, Michigan, where he died

at the age of forty-three and his wife at forty-

eight. They were the parents of five chil-

dren: Edith, who lives at Bay City, Michi-

gan, is the widow of Harry Meyer, and has

one son ; John F. is a farmer in Eaton County,

Michigan, and has four children; William L.

is the next in age ; Eva A., wife of Dr. A. R.

Stealy, of Charlotte, Michigan, has two sons

and two daughters, one of the sons. Dr. S. A.,

being in practice with his father, the other,

Loren, is a pharmacist at Charlotte, while one

of the daughters is teaching school in Detroit

;

Lunda D. went as a pioneer to Red River,

Oklahoma, and as a farmer in that section

has gained a modest fortune by his own efforts

and has a family of wife and two sons.

William L. Hough married for his first

wife in Kent County, Michigan, ]\Iai-y E.

Lamberton. She was born in Michigan in

1869, was educated at Alma, and was a teacher

before her marriage. Her death occurred in

North Baltimore in 1895. She was the mother
of two sons, Emery W. and Harold W., both

of whom were educated in the high school

and in the Ohio State University and are now
successful young merchants at North Balti-

more. The older son is married. For his sec-

ond wife Mr. Hough married in Hancock
County, Ohio, Sadie il. Showman. Her peo-

ple were pioneers in that county and she was
born there in 1874, being educated in the pub-
lic schools. Her parents were Pembroke B.

and Caroline (Heller) Showman. Her father

is now deceased and her mother, very bright
and intelligent at the age of eighty, lives with
her son Edward C. in Van Buren, Ohio. Her
mother is a member of the well known Heller
family of Napoleon, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs.
Hough and the sons are members of the Pres-
bj'terian Church. While a very busy man
since coming to North Baltimore Mr. Hough
has not neglected public interests. For thir-

teen years he served as a member of the board
of education and for four years as its presi-
dent, and for many years has been an elder
and is now clerk of sessions in the First Pres-
byterian Church. In politics he is a democrat.

John Henry Whitehe.vd, M. D. It is never
possible to estimate fully the value of the serv-
ices rendered by a competent and conscien-

tious phj-siciau in any community. But it is

none the less desirable that some record should

be made of one of whose years, energies and
talents have been devoted to one of the great-

est human professions. Such a tribute is due
the late Dr. John Henry Whitehead of Wood
County.
The limits of his lifetime were bounded by

birth on July 20, 1841, and death on August
6, 1910. In those years he had an unusual
share of the experiences that fall to the human
lot. He was the second son in a family of

four sons and two daughters, the parents be-

ing John and Eunice (Pruden) Whitehead,
both natives of Hobokeu, New Jersey. After
their marriage they came to Ohio, and finally

located in Plain Township of Wood County,
near the Plain Congregational Church, of

which they were veiy active members. On
the home farm the mother died when past
middle life, and John Whitehead subsequently
married ilrs. Nearing and then settled at Ton-
togany, where both of them died. The sec-

ond wife passed away first and both were
laid to rest in the Plain Church cemeterj-.

Doctor Whitehead's brothers and sisters all

married and all had chUdreu. Doctor White-
head was the last of them to die.

He was well educated in public schools and
walked three miles to attend school in Bowl-
ing Green. At the age of seventeen he taught
in his native township, a short distance west
of Bowling Green. He was not yet twenty
years of age when the war broke out and he
joined Company H of the Sixty-seventh Ohio
Infantry. 'The company was raised at Perrys-
burg, and he went with his command and
served faithfully four years. He enlisted as

a private and on the basis of good service

won promotion and gained a commission of
first lieutenant. The war was over when he
was finally mustered out. In the earlier part
of his enlistment he saw much of the hard
fighting and was twice wounded. The fii-st

wound was a slight one but the second time
he was shot through the right leg. This in-

capacitated him for further field service and
the wound always caused him more or less

pain and suffering. It eventually unfitted

him for active farm work and led him to take

up the study of medicine, thus entering a pro-
fession where his services were of much
greater value than they would have been had
he remained a farmer. Owing to the lack of

knowledge in Civil war times of aseptic proc-
esses and many other devices of modern sur-

gery, the wound gangi-enated and for a long
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time he was confined in the hospital. Being
an expert and rapid penman, he found em-
ployment part of the time as a clerical worker
for the colonel of his regiment. Doctor White-

head always refused to apply for a pension.

His friend, Doctor Peck of Perrysville, subse-

quently on his own volition secured a pen-

sion for this old soldier and it was paid him
regularly.

On returning from the war Doctof White-
head finished his education at Perrysburg and
for several years taught. About 1869 or 1870
he began the study of medicine with Dr.

John Osborn, whose daughter he subsequently

married. Doctor Osborn 's home was west of

Portage. From that tuition Doctor White-
head entered Cleveland iledieal College, where
he graduated, and then took up an active

country practice from the old Osborn home
west of Portage. Some years later he removed
to Bowling Green and for many years at-

tended to the needs of a large patronage in

the city and surrounding country. In Bowl-
ing Green he built the modem ten room home
at 304 South Church Street where his death
occurred. Doctor Whitehead was a member
of the Homeopathic Medical societies and was
long active in Wiley Post of the Grand Army
of the Republic. He was a republican and he
and his -n-ife were closely identified with the
Presbyterian Church.

In 1867 Doctor Whitehead married Miss
Susie Osborn. Mrs. Wliitehead, who still lives

at Bowling Green, was born in Tuscarawas
County, Ohio, and was a small child when her
parents removed to old Freeport in Wood
County, now Prairie Depot. She is a daughter
of Dr. John and Julia (Buchtel) Oisborn.

Her mother was a close relative of John R.
Buchtel, the well known educator who founded
the institution at Akron which long bore his

name and is now the Akron Municipal Uni-
versity. Doctor Osborn was born at Harpers
Ferry, Virginia, and his wife in Pennsylvania,
where they were married and shortly after-

ward came to Ohio. Doctor Osborn first prac-

ticed at Prairie Depot in Wood County, where
he opened a drag store. This drug business
was subsequently taken ovei* by a young
student. Doctor Sage. Doctor Osborn then
located west of Portage, where he bought a
farm and while supervising it was busy with
a large country practice. He became a well
known authority as a physician for the treat-

ment of fevers, pneumonia and particularly
cancer. He died at the old homestead in

1875 and his birth occurred in 1808. He was

survived by his widow about ten years. They
were active workers in the United Brethren
Church, and they gave much of their time
to the church services and both of them sang
in the choir. Worship and prayer meetings
were frequently held in their home, and their
house was also the refuge and abiding place
of many traveling ministers. Their children
comprised five daughters and one son, and
three of the daughters are still living.

Doctor and Mrs. Whitehead were the par-
ents of two children. Their only son, John
Stanley, died when a promising boy. Kate
L. married Samuel R. Case. Mr. Case is as-

sistant cashier of the Wood County Savings
Bank at Bowling Green. They have two chil-

dren, gi-andchildren of Mrs. Whitehead, Rob-
ert W., now a student in the Ohio Wesleyau
University at Delaware, and John C, attend-
ing the grade schools at Bowling Green.

J. R. Bradner has had an active business
career at Fostoria for over twenty years, and
in point of continuous service is one of the old-
est real estate men in Seneca County. With
all his growing business intere.sts Mr. Brad-
ner has found time to work in behalf of pub-
lic movements and has filled a number of offices

of trust and responsibility in his home com-
munity.

Mr. Bradner is a native of Fostoria, born
January 15, 1875. He is a son of John A. and
Catherine (Phillips) Bradner. His grand-
father, William Bradner, was a native of New
York State and moved to Ohio in 1850. He
was a merchant both in his native state and
in Ohio. The maternal grandfather, Samuel
Phillips, who came to Ohio during the '50s,

bought land in Wood County, where he spent
the rest of his life. John A. Bradner, who
was born at Niagara Falls, New York, had a
conspicuous career as a business and profes-
sional man at Fostoria. He was a joung man
when he came with his parents to Fostoria
and was associated with his father in opening
upa general store at West Mill Grove in Wood
County. He continued in business there for
some years, and then removed to Fostoria,
where he was a hardware merchant several
years. In 1875, after preliminary prepara-
tion, he was admitted to the bar and for many
years was active in that profession. Though
he began life with practically nothing, his

cojispicuous ability as a financier made him a
notable factor in business affairs in North-
western Ohio. Along with his law practice he
developed the Bradner quarries, and became
an extensive contractor. He had the contract
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for building portions of the Hocking Valley,

the Toledo & Ohio Central, the Nickel Plate

and the Lake Erie & Western Railways. He
also acquired the right of way for the TifSn-

Findlay Electric Railway and at the time of

his death was engaged in promoting a road

which was to follow the route of the Michigan

Central between Jerry City and Eagleville.

Some of the lands for the right of way had
already been acquired, but after his death the

project was dropped. He also served as jus-

tice of the peace in Louden Township twenty-

eight years, was elected mayor of Fostoria six

different times, was the first city solicitor of

Fostoria and for several years was superin-

tendent of the waterworks. He was a mem-
ber of the Masonic Order and the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, a republican in polities

and a member of the Presbyterian Church.

His wife was born in Pennsylvania and they

were married at West ilill Grove in Wood
County, Ohio. Of their nine children eight

grew up and of the four living J. R. Bradner
is the youngest. Kate, the oldest, is the wife

of Samuel Lynn, a railroad man living at

Toledo. Frances married Frank Stout, of Fos-

toria, and Harry E. is general manager and
chief engineer of the Window Device Com-
pany at Fremont, Ohio.

Mr. J. R. Bradner received his early instruc-

tion in the Fostoria Public schools, and early

went into business for himself. He was a
local grocery merchant from 1892 to 1895,

and since then has been a real estate man. To
a large extent he handles his own property and
investments, is also a general real estate

broker, chiefly in city property. In politics

his work has been with the republican party.

When a young man he served as constable four
years, as justice of the peace two terms, was
mayor of Fostoria one term, and recently was
nominated by the republican party without
opposition, as candidate for mayor and at this

writing is awaiting the judgment of the cit-

izens on that candidacy. He is active in the
Commercial club.

In 1896 Mr. Bradner married Miss Laura
M. Earl. She was born in Wood County.
Eight children have been born to their mar-
riage: J. A., Earl JL, Virgil C, Harry R.,

Roy J.. Catherine, Edgar C. and Florence
Ann. J. A. graduated from the Fostoria High
School in 1917 and all except the two youngest
are attending school. Mrs. Bradner is an
active member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church.

R. V. Shibley. As the most important ad-
ministrative and custodial ofdcer of the
county, the citizens of Paulding County have
every reason to be satisfied with their choice
of sheriff in 1916 in the person of Mr. R. V.
Sliirley. Mr. Shirley is an old resident of

Paulding County and has acquitted himself
well in every position he has held, whether of

a public or i^rivate nature.

He w*s born in this county July 7, 1865,
a son of Judge Robert and Elizabeth (Strou-
thers) Shirley, his father a native of Virginia
and his mother of Newark, Ohio. Robert
Shirley was an early settler in Paulding
County and was one of the first judges of this

county. His death occurred when Sheriff

Shirlejr was eighteen years old. The latter

acquired a common school education, and
after his father's death largely supported the
widowed mother and the household until he
was twenty-seven.

In 1893 "he went to the World's Fair at Chi-
cago and was a ticket seller at that great
exposition throughout the six months of its

existence. This was followed by a trip through
Wisconsin and Minnesota and a brief engage-
ment with a mercantile company, after which
he returned to Paulding and tor two years
was a grocery merchant. His first acquaint-
ance with the sheriff's office was as deputy for

four years, and he left that to become an
active and substantial farmer. He was en-

gaged in the quiet vocation of agi-iculture for

twelve yeai-s, until called to his present
responsibilities as sheriff by election in 1916.

He has administered the duties of this office

since January 19, 1917.

Mr. Shirley is a stanch republican, a mem-
ber of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows
and the Benevolent and Protective Order of

Elks, and is a Methodist. He married Miss
May Doyle, daughter of George Doyle, of

Paulding County. Of their four children the

two living are Gilbert and Ethel.

William A. Schwab. One of the, most en-

terprising and successful firms of merchants
in Findla}' is that of Schwab Brothers, who
beginning on a small scale are now operating
two of the best establishments in the city.

The older store is at 1100 Nortli Main Street

and the second is at 231 North j\Iain Street.

William A. Schwab, the senior partner of
the firm, was born at Findlay in Hancock
County in 1878, a son of Cai-l and Clara
(Stout) Schwab. His father was born in
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Switzerland, came to America at the age of

eighteen, and for four or tive years worked
in the Kelloggs' steel mills at Findlay. He
subsequently took up business as a stone con-

tractor and is .still living at Findlay.
William A. Schwab attended the public

schools and began his business experience as

clerk in a grocery store. He worked twelve

or thirteen years for others, learned the busi-

ness in every detail from buying to selling,

and on August 3, 1910, he and his brother

Alfred started a store of their own at 1100

North Main Street. Having a large acquaint-

ance with the people of the city and possess.-

ing originality as well as enterprise, they were
successful from the start. On December 1,

1914, they opened their second store in the

downtown district, at the corner of North
Main and Center streets.

In politics the Schwabs are of democratic

inclination. William A. Schwab is a mem-
ber of the Knights of Pythias and of the

Second Presbyterian Church. He was mar-
ried in 1903 to Christiana Cook, daughter of

J. F. and Minda (Stimmel) Cook of Fort
Wayne, Indiana. Mr. and Mrs. Schwab have
one daughter, Thelma, now seven years of age.

Alfred Ellis Schwab, second partner in the

firm, is twenty-nine years of age, is a native

of Hancock County and grew up and received

his education in the local schools. In 1907

he married Zola Bowers, daughter of Henry
Bowers. They have two children, Vera, aged
eight, and Anna Mary, aged seven. Alfred

E. Schwab is a democrat and a member of

the Church of God.
Edward Milton Schwab, the youngest of

the three brothers, is twenty-seven years old.

His early environment and training were
similar to those of his brothers, and since

joining them in business he has added much
to the welfare of the firm. He was married

in 1913 to Zella F. Jordan, daughter of

James Jordan. They have one child, Robert

Edward. Mx. Edward M. Schwab is also a

democrat and a member of the Church of God.

Henry M. Eisaman is one of the progres-

sive agriculturists and business men of Henry
County, and is now giving his time and at-

tention to the Farmers Elevator Company of

Deshler, having been in active charge of the

books and office management of that concern
since January, 1917.

]\Ir. Eisaman was born in Harrison Town-
ship of Henry County, March 2, 1874, a son

of Abraham and Mary (Shook) Eisaman.

His father was born in Pennsylvania of Ger-
man parentage, and when a young man
went to Franklin County, Ohio, and married
Miss Shook, a native of Franklin County and
also of Pennsylvania parents. After their
marriage Abraham Eisaman and wife lived
for several years in Franklin County on a
farm. While thei'e three children were born,
Lenora, Francis and Melvin. Lenora died
at the age of thirty-seven, leaving children
by her marriage to Samuel Altman. Francis
lives on the home farm in Harrison Township,
Henry County, and Melvin lives in Pickaway
County, Ohio. Both are married.

In June, 1872, the Eisaman family located
in Harrison Township of Henry County.
They moved to a comparatively new farm in
section 34. It contained sixty acres and in
course of time it was developed into a first

class condition. While the pai-ents lived there
two more children were born, Henry and Wil-
liam C. The mother died on the old home-
stead on August 14, 1891. She was born in
September, 1842. Four years later, on Octo-
ber 12, 1895, her husband passed away. He
died while visiting his old Pennsylvania home.
His birth occurred August 29, 1827. Both
parents were active members of the Chi'istian
Union Chiirch. Abraham Eisaman was a
democrat and filled office in the school board
of Harrison Township.
Henry M. Eisaman was reared on the home

farm and was well educated in the local

schools. Later he started out farming on
his own account, and for several years was
associated with his brother in the ownership
and operation of a farm in section 20 of Bart-
low Township. After that he continued to

farm in Bartlow Township on sections 16 and
17, three miles west of Deshler, until he left

the farm and moved to town to take a liand in
the business management of tlie Elevator
Company.

Mr. Eisaman was married in section 1 of
Marion Township, at the home of the bride,

Ella Brown. Mrs. Eisaman was born in North
Napoleon Township September 11, 1874, but
when five years of age went with her parents
to Marion Township. There she grew up and
lived until her marriage. Her father is Jacob
Brown, one of Marion Township's most suc-
cessful and prominent citizens. The sketch of
Jacob Brown appears on other pages of this

publication. Mrs. Eisaman was well educated
in the public schools and has proved a valu-
able factor in making the prosperity which
she and her husband now enjoy. Both are
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active members of the United Brethren

Church, in which Mr. Eisaman is a trustee.

He is a past noble grand of Lodge No. 617

of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows,

and both he and his wife are members of the

Order of Rebekahs, in which Mrs. Eisaman

is a past noble grand. He has also passed

the various chairs in the Encampment. Mrs.

Eisaman is now president of the Woman's
Missionary Society at Deshler. Politically

Mr. Eisaman is an active democrat.

William A. Sargent, who died at his home
222 South Church Street in Bowling Green

September 30, 1912, had lived in Wood County
almost eighty years. He was a product of

pioneer environment and made his own life

a medium of usefulness and service to a large

community. Pew families in Northwest Ohio

have contributed more to the religious and
material development than that of which he

was a member, ilrs. Sargent, his widow, still

living at Bowling Green, is deserving of special

mention and credit as a home maker and as

the mother and grandmother of a most ex-

cellent family.

The Sargents were originally Virginia peo-

ple, and in pioneer times moved to Southern

Ohio, locating in Ross County. It was in

Ross Countv that William A. Sargent was
born February 10, 1833. His father, John
Sargent, was of Scotch-Irish ancestry and
married in Ross County a Virginia girl, also

of Scotch-Irish stock. Her maiden name was
Agnes Linn. When William A. Sargent was
six weeks old his parents moved to Wood
County and located in the wilds of Liberty

Township, acquiring a tract of absolutely un-

developed land. In the course of time John
Sargent had developed his property and was
accounted a rich man for that generation.

John Sargent died in 1856, at the age of sixty-

one. His wife was born in 1800 and died in

1872. They are both at rest in the Sargent
Cemetery. The land for this cemetery was
given by John Sargent in an early day. John
Sargent owned a section of land; west of the

main road was laid out a road known as the

Ridge or Cemetery Road and his original log

cabin was on the north side of this highway.
His own industry had enabled him to clear

up the land and some j'ears later he built a
commodious frame house on the opposite side

of the road. In building this house he set aside
one large room for the purpose of religious

worship. He was a leading member of the
Wesleyan ]\Iethodists and he and his wife took

the lead in furnishing facilities for the wor-
ship of their people in the community. In
this large room of their house ministers came
from afar to hold worship. One of them was
the pioneer missionary, Joshua Carr. Out of

this home worship grew a church organization,

and subsequently the Sargents furnished most
of the means for the erection of a separate

church in which all Christian people of that

section around Portage might meet and wor-
ship God. Before that church was completed
John Sargent died, and his funeral was
preached by Rev. Joshua Carr in the room of

the Sargent home where he had founded the

church. Both he and his wife were true
Christian leaders. In their own character
they had the elements of goodness and kind-
ness which means much to any community in

any time. John Sargent was a whig in early

day politics and qi;ite active.

Much praise has been deservedly given the

pioneer women and this should be accentuated
in the case of Mrs. John Sargent. Shp was an
exemplar of that industry which makes a

self reliant and independent people. She spun
and wove all the cloth with which the family
was clothed and knit the socks for the family.

She had in her household every device for such
work and in the fields they grew flax and had
sheep that furnished the wool, which by her
deft fingers was carded, spun and woven. The
children of this worthy couple were : Snowden
L., Nancy A., Sarah, W^illiam A. and John
Wesley. All of them married, but the two
daughters died at the birth of their first chil-

dren.

William A. Sargent gi'cw up on the old

homestead in Wood County. He inherited
much mechanical skill from his father and was
always distinguished for his expert workman-
ship in all mechanical lines. Like his father

he could lay out and plan a house fi'om the
preparation of the lumber to the last finish-

ing touches. About 1863 he built a fine home
near Portage, containing eight or nine rooms,
and so thoroughly was this constructed that
even today it stands in perfect repair. Un-
derneath was what was called an "upground"
cellar, corresponding perhaps to our modern
"English basement." This fine old country
home stood on a farm of 141 acres at Portage.

The farm itself was conducted in a most pro-

ductive manner and in later days the land was
in the oil belt and several producing wells were
sunk there. Mr. and Mrs. Sargent lived on
tlie home farm from their marriage until Au-
gust, 1900. The farm was then sold and they
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retired to Bowling Green, Mr. Sargent suf-

fering from ill health and being obliged to

give up active farming. He was a leader in

local republican politics, served for many
years as trustee, and was treasurer of the

Portage Corpoi-atiou for eighteen years. He
was also a member of the school board.

On December 24, 1857, Mr. Sargent married
a neighbor girl, Mary E. Frank, ilrs. Sargent

was born in Stark County, Ohio, September
15, 1839, and was reared in that community,
having the limited advantages of the local

schools. She has always been an industrious

reader and is one of the brightest and best in-

formed old ladies of Wood County. The keen-

ness of her mind has been undiminished by
years and she is still sturdy and active in the

good deeds that have so long characterized

her. On October 15, 1839, when she was four
weeks old, her father, Henry Frank, was acci-

dentally killed. The name Henry Frank be-

longs in the list of pioneer inventors. His
genius had evolved one of the first practical

models of a threshing machine. The prin-

ciple he used is still the leading feature of

threshing outfits the world around. His ma-
chine contained a cylinder which in its revolu-

tions separated the grain from the straw, and
that principle was subsequently developed and
utilized in the Altman threshing machine. The
machine was operated by horse power, and Mr.
Frank's death resulted from a sudden speed-

ing up of the horses. The excessive speed
caused the cylinder to burst and the fragments
were thrown with such velocity that one in

striking Mr. Frank on the head caused his

death. Mr. Henry Frank married Eleanor
Thompson, who was born in Pennsylvania May
16, 1807. Eight years after his death she mar-
ried Daniel Housley, of ]\Iedina. Ohio. In
1854 they removed to Wood County and set-

tled as neighbors to the Sargent family at Por-
tage. Mrs. Sargent's mother died September
5, 1889, and her second husband had passed
away ahout ten years previously. She was a
life long Jlethodist, as was her first husband,
Mr. Frank. Jlr. Frank was a whig in polities

and Mr. Housley became a republican. Henry
Frank was a prominent member and class

leader of his church and had he lived a few
months longer would have been ordained as a
local preacher.

Mrs. Sargent is the mother of one daughter,
La Vendee. She is the wife of Alonzo V.
Powell, who for many years was a i^rominent
business man of Bowling Green but is now
retired. Mrs. Sargent has a number of capa-

ble grandchildren. One of them, B^rank S.

Powell, is a traveling salesman out of Los An-
geles, is married and has two children named
Mary B. and Richard Roy. Another grand-
son, John A. Powell, was educated in the Ohio
State University as a pharmacist and is now
associated with his brother Gerald A. as pro-
prietors of a leading drug house at 109 North
Main Street in Bowling Green. John A.
makes his home with his grandmother, Mrs.
Sargent. Another bi'other, William M. Powell,
commonly known as "Doe" is a clerk for his

brothers in their store and married Miss Nellie
Brown. Other grandchildren are : Lillian G.,

a graduate of the Bowling Green High School
and the State Normal and Heidelburg College

;

Flora E., who is a graduate of the Bowling
Green High School and is still at home; and
Vivian, at home. The family were reared as
members of the Methodist Church and Mrs.
Sargent's grandsons are republicans. Mrs.
Sargent and family besides local real estate
own two well appointed farms aggregating
244 acres of fertile soil with good building
improvements in Center Township of Wood
County.

R. C. Chamberlain, M. D. An accom-
plished and successful physician now handling
a large practice at Tiffin, Doctor Chamberlain
is a native of Seneca County and has been in
practice since early manhood, a period of
almost twenty years.

He was born at Melmore, Ohio, May 1,

1874, a son of James and Nancy J. (Camp-
bell) Chamberlain. The Chamberlains are of
English stock. His grandfather, James Cham-
berlain, was a pioneer settler in Seneca County
and followed the trade of carpenter. The
maternal grandfather, Robert R. Campbell,
was born in Pennsylvania and is now living
at the age of eighty-nine, making his home
with his grandson. Doctor Chamberlain. He
spent forty-two years in Seneca County and
was formerly a farmer. James Chamberlain,
father of Doctor Chamberlain, was born at
Jlelmore, Ohio, in 1841, and died in 1908. He
followed the trade of carriage maker all his
active life. For three years he was a member
of the First Ohio Heavy Artilleiy during the
Civil war. Politically he voted as a republi-
can, was a member of the Presbyterian Church
and belonged to the Masonic Order. He was
married at Edinboro, Penn.sylvania, to Miss
Nancy Jane Campbell, who was bom in that
town of Pennsylvania in 1854 and is still liv-

ing. Doctor Chamberlain was the only child
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of his parents. He grew up in Seneca County,
attended the public schools at Alelmore and
in 1895 graduated from Heidelberg College at

Tiffin. He then entered the Ohio Medical Uni-

versitj', now the medical department of the

Ohio State University at Columbus, and was
graduated M. D. in 1S98. After two years of

practical experience in the Wyoming General
Hospital at Rock Springs, Wyoming, he re-

turned to Tiffin in 1900, and built up a large

and successful practice as a general physician.

Doctor Chamberlain married in 1906 Eleta
McCall, a native of Tiffin. Her father, Hugh
McCall, was for many years connected with
the electric light plant in Tiffin. Two chil-

dren have been born to their marriage:
Evelyn Jane and Elizabeth May, both now
attending school. Doctor Chamberlain and
wife are members of the Presbyterian Church.
He is a Knight Templar and thirty-second de-

gree Scottish Rite Mason and also belongs to

the Mystic Shrine. In politics he votes as a
republican.

IMrs. Frances D. Jerm^un was born at Ann
Arbor, Michigan. She M-as the daughter of

the eminent Presbyterian clergyman, William
David Page, and her girlhood was spent in

Ann Arbor and Monroe, Michigan. After
her marriage to Sylvanus Pierson Jermain
she made her home in Adrian, Michigan, and
later in Cliillicothe, Ohio, until the death of

her husband in that city, when she moved to

Toledo, Ohio, with her six young children.

She was the mother of eight children, two
of whom died in infancy. In 1884 she was
appointed librarian of the Toledo Public Li-

brary, a position she held for nearly twenty-
five years or practically until the time of her
death. During this time of devotion to her
important public duties she also found time

to prepare a work requiring great research

and correspondence with some of the most
eminent scholars of Europe and which is en-

titled "In the Path of the Alphabet." This
work her family has had published and widely
circulated as a fitting memorial to her. Her
knowledge of books was remarkable and with
all of her deep and versatile learning her
domestic nature lost nothing of its pre-emi-

nence, as was so beautifully developed in the
rearing of a large family of children. She was
highly skilled in all of the donaestic arts . Her
public duties never interfered with her home
life, and the long years of her devotion to her
children found its reward in the faithfulness

of the children, to whom she was the ideal of
everything womanly and beautiful. She died
in the full strength of her mental powers,
only putting her pen dowu a few days before
her death and retaining »her interest in her
home life to the very last.

Toledo's distinguished citizen, the late

William H. Maher, paid her the following
tribute: "It will be very hard to realize that
our friend, Mrs. Jermain, has said to us her
final ' good-night. ' I say our friend advisedly,
for she was friendly to all who came within
the circle of her influence, and who is here
who was outside or beyond that? What
woman of Toledo has radiated for forty years
past such helpful, kindly, courteous, retining

atmosphere, and where was one whose heart
was so full of love and sympathy and honest
desire to be helpful to eveiy one who came
near her? I know of no other. Most of her
friends of the younger generation will not
remember a time when she was not the gentle,

helpful, cultured manager of our city library.

Some of us can go farther back and testify

to the wonderful change made in that room
when she became the ruling power. She did
not handle books as if they were merchandise,
but as if each was a sensitive soul. And her
knowledge of them was not a superficial one
and of their titles onlj-—she knew the books
themselves, and was exceedingly happy in

characterizing them in a few brief sentences.

"I loved to listen to Mrs. Jermain 's voice,

always so gentle, and to watch the ease with
which exactly the right word dropped from
her lips. And she wrote just as she talked

—

easy, graceful, illuminating. ]\Iy first ac-

quaintance with her came from my reading
some pleasant sketches she wrote for the old

Commercial. It was a pity that she wrote
so rarely in later years.

"What a brave woman she was! She had
to be father and mother to a family of small

children, and nobly did she fulfill the dual
part. Her children are the living evidence
of her loving ability and care and of her
refining influence. Her memory will be as

sweet as that of a gentle saint who bore her
burdens quietly and prayerfully; whose sym-
pathy was always ready and genuine, and
whose influence was spiritually and intel-

lectually uplifting. Her last good night

would be sad to recall, if that was the end
of all, but it loses its sting when we remember
that in some brighter clime she is waiting to

bid us a bright good morning. '

'
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The following token of appreciation was
written by Mi\ Harvey Scriber upon the oc-

casion of Mrs. Jermain 's death :

'Last night Mrs. Frances D. Jermain fell

into the sleep that knows no waking as peace-

fully and sweetly as she had lived. No man
or woman who has lived in Toledo had a

larger acquaintance or more devoted friends

than j\Irs. Jermain. I was a member of the

board at the time she was elected librarian,

in 1884, and continued as such for many
years, and during all that time never heard
an_y but the kindliest expressions by patrons
of the library for Mrs. Jermain. She was an
indefatigable worker, read all the books per-

taining to libraries and library work, kept up
witli the reports from the different libraries

of the country, aycl noted and availed herself

of the suggestions made by the leading libra-

rians of this and the old countries. She was
an ideal librarian. I doubt if there was a

better informed person anywhere on books
and historical characters than Mrs. Jermain.
She was a living encyclopedia. "When patrons
of the library asked her about a country, the
Philippine Islands, for instance, or an his-

torical event of character, she would refer

them instantly to the book that gave the best

information, and frequently would tell them
all they wanted to know. She prepared the

catalogue of the books of the library, contain-

ing at that time some 50,000 volumes—a work
that was admirable for its classification and
the facility it afforded for information. She
suggested and carried out the pro,iect for the

.juvenile library and the present open-shelf

system.

"Always at her post, patiently and intelli-

gently performing her duties with so much
grace and winning courtesy, she won the
heartfelt affection of the librarians, the trus-

tees and the public. She can render an ac-

count of her life that her family and friends

will always remember with pride. Her death
was sweet and beautiful as her life. '^May

flights of angels sing her to rest.'
"

The memory of her service as librarian of

the Toledo Public Library has, in 1917, re-

ceived at the hands of the Board of Trustees
of the Toledo Public Library a most beautiful

and fitting recognition in the naming of the

North Branch Library, built from the Car-

negie fund. The Frances D. Jermain Library.

The beautiful memorial building stands at the

corner of Galena and Superior streets, oppo-
site Riverside Park. The action of the trus-

tees has received the general and grateful ap-

preciation of the people of Toledo, who
admired and loved her.

Sylvanus Piersox Jermain. Tliere are

some men whose names have had a wider
newspaper publicity, but none who have
worked more enthusiastically and more ef-

fectively for institutions and improvements
that are vitally related to the lasting welfare
of the people in Toledo than Sylvanus Pier-

son Jermain, wlio already in his lifetime has
been called "father of Toledo's park and
boulevard system." It is a title the earning
of which is an enviable distinction and the
more so because Toledo's magnificent parks,

playgrounds and boulevards will have a con-

stantly increasing value to all the generations
yet unborn.

Mr. Jermain is one of Toledo's leading
business men and with few exceptions has
rendered his public sei'viee in the capacity of

a private citizen. A native of Adrian, Michi-
gan, he has lived in Toledo since 1871. For
many years he has been treasurer of The
Woolson Spice Company, one of the world's
largest coffee and spice houses. While he has
had an interesting i^ersonal career and has
att;ii 1 i\ liiuii position in the business world,
the acti\ities in which the general public is

chiefly interested are those that connect him
with Toledo's material improvements.

In proportion to his opportunities and his

position in the business world Mr. Jermain
began exerting a quiet influence in civic and
municipal affairs many years ago. He never
sought any public office ' and has rather
worked with semi-public organizations for the

promotion of some definite plan of civic bet-

terment and welfare. More and more with
the passing years his opinion has been sought,

his judgment utilized, and the confidence re-

posed in him has become one of the strongest

factors in the civic life of the city. Upon him
more than any other individual was placed
the responsibility for the campaign and its

successful conclusion which gave public ap-
proval to Toledo's present park and boule-

vard system, comprising 1,500 acres. This
achievement, when taken in connection with
twenty-five years of continuous labor for
municipal betterments of that class, have
caused Mr.^ Jermain to be recognized as the
father of the park and boulevard system.

With the fruition of his efforts and his ex-

pectations in the realization of his long cher-

ished dream of an adequate pai-k system, Mr.
Jermain felt justified in accepting a position



2002 HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO

tendered him by the late beloved Golden Rule
mayor, Samuel il. Jones, as a member of the

Board of Park Commissioners. Mr. Jermain
served four terms as president of that board.
There could be nothing but praise for the
justice of the action taken by the park com-
mission in October, 1915, when the large park
tract of 12-4 acres joining Ottawa Park and
formerly known as the White City Park, was
renamed Jermain Pai'k in honor of the former
president of the Park Board.
Now that they are fresh in memory, it is

well to recall for the benefit of future times
some of the various public works which Mr.
Jermain has originated or has strongly in-

fluenced. These are briefly summarized as

follows: The original Manufacturei's Associa-
tion and its outcome, the Chamber of Com-
merce, in 1897, now called The Toledo
Commerce Club; the movement for the more
scientific burning of soft coal and smoke pre-

vention; the agitation which resulted in the
placing of telephone, telegraph and other
wires underground in the business district;

the ordinance for cheaper municipal lighting

;

the proper granting of public franchises ; the
improvement of fire department equipment,
new engine houses and the establishment of
high pressure water mains in the business dis-

trict; the equipping in 1899 of Toledo's first

children's playground; the establishment in

1898 of one of America's first public golf

courses in Ottawa Park; the organization of
the Inverness Country Club and the Ohio
Golf Association,^ of each of which he served
several terms as president; the authorship of
the Ohio Park Law of 1907.

Mr. Jermain was not content merely with
the laying out of large areas for the public
use and benefit, but has kept up a sustained
interest in the proper utilization of such
pleasure grounds. He is active in the annual
Children's Play Festival in Toledo parks,
popularly known as "romping day," when
the character Trophy, presented by Sirs. Rus-
sell Sage, receives each year its honor roll. In
1909 Mr. Jermain was appointed a member
of the Commjttee on State Laws of the Play-
ground Association of America. In 1913 he
was appointed and served on the commission
for a new city hall for Toledo. While much
of his work lias been aeeomplishe'd by direct
participation in the various movements men-
tioned, Mr. Jermain has also done much
through writings in the local newspapers that
would serve to form and clarify public
opinion and bring about practical results. He

is a student of municipal and social problems,
not from the naiTOw partisan standpoint, but
alwa3-s with a view to practical concrete re-

-sults combined with a broad and high ideal-

ism. Mr. Jermain is a ti'ustee of the John
Jermain Library at Sag Harbor, Long Island,

an institution endowed by Mrs. Russell Sage.

The chief outlet from the pressure of heavy
business and civic responsibilities Mr. Jer-

main has found through the game of golf.

He is known as one of Toledo 's true and origi-

nal devotees of this ancient sport, and
is known in golfing circles all over America.
In January, 1914, he was elected a director of

the Western Golf Association, in 1916 he was
elected president of the Central Golf Associa-

tion, and has done a great deal to popularize

the sport not only among the well-to-do but
the general public in Toledo. Just recently

he has established a public golf course in Bay-
view Park.
Mr. Jermain is an honorary life member of

the Inverness Chib of Toledo, and is the only

life member of that organization. He was
elected a life member in 1913 and the election

was attended with considerable ceremony and
the celebration of Mr. Jermain 's many serv-

ices in behalf of the Inverness Club and the

sport of golf in general. He is also an hon-

orary member of the Toledo Yacht Club and
belongs to the Toledo Commerce Club.

F. Lee Rouse has had his home and head-

quarters at Bowling Green for the past twenty
years and is recognized as one of the foremost

operators in the oil fields of this section of

Ohio, though his activities have covered prac-

tically all the oil producing states of the Mid-
dle West. He has been a producer in In-

diana, Illinois and Oklahoma and also in Ken-
tucky. His chief interests at this time are

centered in Liberty, Portage and Plain town-
ships of Wood County. He has been also in-

strumental in developing many valuable oil

wells, and in his experience he is better satis-

fied with the Liberty Township field than
with any other. The wells here average about
1,600 feet in depth. This is part of the North
Lima oil pool. Mr. Rouse states that in

earlier years it was not customary to drill

so deep for oil, owing to the prejudice that

existed among oil men against wells being
flooded with water. This handicap has since

been overcome and it is now possible to sink

the drill as far as need be until passing the

oil sands. The great Trenton rock in this

section of Ohio is reached at a depth of from
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1,200 to 1,380 feet. No drill has ever pierced

this Trenton stratum in this section of Ohio.

The drill has gone down at times through seven

hundred feet of the rock.

Mr. Rouse's experience has been a most
varied one. He has figured in all branches

of the productive industry and has drilled

wells in many counties of Ohio and in most
of the oil producing states. He is now head
of an oil company, with headquarters at

Pittsburg, which is drilling wells in Ohio,

"West Virginia, Kentucky, Indiana and Okla-

homa. During the past twenty-five years Mr.
Rouse has been connected with the sinking of

about 1,000 oil wells.

Mr. Rouse represents an old and solid fam-
ily of Wood County, being a son of Saud and
Harriet (Parker) Rouse. His parents came
when young from New York to the vicinity

of Monroeville in Huron County, Ohio, and
they grew up and married there. In 1847
they removed to Wood County and wei'e pio-

ners in the wilderness district of this section.

Just before the outbreak of the Civil war they
removed to Wisconsin, where the father was
engaged in the lumber industry. He had re-

moved from Wood County because his enter-

prise as a farmer was unable to cope with the

high waters which prevailed over so much of

this swampy district.

P. Lee Rouse was bom while his parents
lived at Belle Plaine in Wisconsin on Septem-
ber 7, 1871. In 1876 the family went to the

golden shores of California, locating on a farm
in the Salinas Valley in Monterey County.
There his father and mother spent the rest of
their years, the fonner dying at the age of

eighty-six and the mother at seventy-six. They
were splendid people, respected and beloved
by all who enjoyed the pleasure of their ac-

quaintance, and were devout Christians. They
were active in the Congi-egational Church and
the father was a democrat in politics. P. Lee
was one of a family of two daughters and
seven sons, most of whom are living and mar-
ried.

Mr. Rouse was well educated in the pub-
lic schools of California. He had a varied
experience in different parts of the country
but about twenty-five years ago returned to
Wood County and was soon identified with
the oil industry. After a few years he drilled
bis first well at Mermill in Portage Township
of Wood County, and that was the beginning
of an active career which has brought him
unusual success and prestige as an oil oper-

ator. With his Pennsylvania partner he now
owns about 100 wells in Wood County.

In Kentucky Mr. Rouse man-ied Jliss Mat-
tie Phelps. She was born in Mercer County,
that state, in 1874, and was reared in a good
home and received a good literary and musi-
cal education. Her parents are Dr. John
j^bner and Frances A. (French) Phelps, also

natives of Mercer County, Kentucky, and of

Virginia parentage. Doctor Phelps and wife
have spent their active lives in Mercer County,
where he has been a successful physician. He
is now eighty-six and his wife seventy-six and
they are well preserved physieallv and men-
tally.

IMr. and Mrs. Rouse are the parents of three
children: Ogden G., born April 15, 1900, in

Bowling Green, is a member of the Bowling
Green High School class of 1918. Virginia
Shirley was born November 4, 190.5, and is

now in the grammar schools, while Florence
Maxine, the young^t, was born July 28, 1908,
and is in the forth gi-ade of the public schools.

The mother and her son are members of the
Christian Church while Mr. Rouse and his

daughters belong to the United Brethren de-
nomination. He is affiliated with Lodge No.
818 of the Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks at Bowling Green and is a democrat
in politics. For the past ten years he has
been a member of the city council, represent-
ing the Second Ward.

Edw.vrd E. Hull. The days of the pio-
neers are passed but the physical and mental
qualities whicii distinguished them and en-
abled them to make a success and redeem this

western world from the wilderness are as

much in demand now as they ever were. The
present day pioneers may not have to endure
the same hardships which their forefathers
did in making homes in the West, but they
must exercise the same kind of thrift, hard,

work, and perhaps an even greater degi-ee of
intelligent and careful management in order
to acquire homes for themselves and push
forward the work of civilization.

Though he is in the third generation since

the pioneers of his family came to Ohio, Ed-
ward E. Hull has been guided in his own
career by the same thrifty qualities which
enabled his father and grandfather to perform
useful ta.sks in their generations. Mr. HuU
is a fanner who lives in Richfield Township.
His home place of forty acres is in section

9 of that town.ship. It is fine land, all under
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the i^low and well drained and fenced. Among
improvements are a barn 40x60 feet, coruerib

and gi'anary, and a substantial eight-room

house which he erected in 1898. In order

to acquire this fort.y acres of land Mr. Hull,

cleared up a tract of 160 acres and since early

years lie has been acquainted with hard work
as a key to unlock the door to prosperity.

Besides his home place of forty acres he
owns sixty acres and another tract of eighty

acres all in the same section, though not ad-

joining. Each of these tracts is developed as

an individual farm, and is improved with
substantial buildings. Of the entire 180

aci'es he has it all cleared except a small por-

tion. Mr. Hull is a believer in maehinerj',

and lightens the burdens of himself and his

co-workers by the introduction of the latest

t.ypes of farming implements.

He came to Henrj- County in 1898, and
since that year has been able to eifect the

generous prosperity whicfi has been briefly

noted. He was born in Seneca County, Ohio,

October 8, 1874, and was reared and educated
there and resided there until he came to

Henn- County.
He is of English ancestry. His grandpar-

ents were Isaac and Mary Hull, who in the

early years of the last century establishea

homes in the Venice community of Seneca
County, and living among the Indians and
with wild game and dense forests on every

side they endured the privations and applied

themselves to the tasks of making a new
home. This was a prominent family in that

part of Seneca County, along Honey Creek,

and there the grandparents spent their last

years in the comfortable circvimstances which
were the reward of their early trials. Grand-
father Hull died when about eighty years of

age, and Ms wife survived him to a still great-

er age. They were members of the Dunkard
Church and in politics he was a whig and
republican.

About third or fourth in their family of

seven children was Silas Hull. He was born

in Seneca County in 1848, and was reared

on the old homestead at Honey Creek. He
married Anna Rogers, who was born in the

same community in 1850, a daughter of John
and Eliza Rogers, who were natives of Ohio
and had established pioneer homes three miles

south of Honey Creek, where they likewise

cleared a home out of the wilderness, and died

there when quite old. John Rogers was a re-

publican of ven- strong partisan allegiance,

and it is said that he kept the American flag

floating from his home at every public occa-

sion. After Silas Hull and wife were mar-
ried they located near Ploney Creek, improved
a line liome of eighty acres, and are still

living there vigorous and active and not yet

showing many evidences of declining years.

They are members of the Methodist Church
and he is a republican. A brief reference to

their children is as follows : Perry now lives

in Mississippi and by his marriage to Bell

Lames has three children. The second in

age is Edward E. Eva, who was educated in

Seneca Count.y, married Jesse Baldwin, who
was born in Bloom Township of Senaea
County in 1879. and he and his wife now
live on one of j\lr. Hull's farms in Richfield

Township of Henry County; their children

are Ral^^uoud and Burdett, the former a high
school student and the latter in the seventh

grade. Clement, the next oldest child of

Silas L., was born in Seneca County, is now
farming in Bloom Township there, and bj'

his marriage to filarv' Galster has a daugh-
ter Emma. Jennie died at the age of five

years. Charles, who is a molder by trade

and lives in Toledo, married ilargaret Wil-
liams of that city. Fay is the wife of Robert
Beals and lives in Bloomville in Seneca
County. Virginia married Warren Walters,

a grist miUer of Bloomville, and they have a

son Paul.

In 1898 in his native township and county
Edward E. Hull married Miss Millie Smith.

She was born in Venice Township of Seneca

County in 1872 and was reared and educated
there. Her parents were David and Fannie
(Myers) Smith, both natives of Seneca

County, where thej- died when about middle

age. Mrs. Hull has a sister, Elizabeth, now
the wife of Bert Fisher, a Seneca County
farmer, and they have three children, one

son and two daughters. ]\Ir. and Mrs. Ed-
ward Hull have three children: Knowlton,
who has completed his public school course

and is at home; Lloyd, twelve years of age

and in the eighth grade ; and Geraldean. aged

seven. As a voter Mr. Hull has regidarly

supported the republican policies and candi-

dates for over twenty yeai-s.

Francis Joseph Collingwood is more than

an active business man of Findlay and is a

promoter of the broad public welfare. He
is head and active manager of the firm Col-

lingwood & Edwards, motor car distributors

and accessories. Having succeeded in realiz-

ing some of his early ideals and ambitions in
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business, lie has never neglected an oppor-

tunity to render seiTiee in some way or

another to the city in which he lives and in

which he takes special pride.

Mr. Collingwood was born at Florence in

Erie County, Ohio, in 1872, a son of William
Henrj' and Mary A. (Humiston) Colling-

wood. His father was a contractor. The
family is of English stock, and Grandfather
William Collingwood came to America and
located in York, Pennsylvania.

F. J. Collingwood grew up in the country
district of Erie County, attended school at

Florence and is a graduate of the high school

at Wakemau in Huron County. From an
early age he manifested special inclination

for things of a mechanical nature. The finer

workmanship of the trained hand has been
his special line. In the course of his active

life time Mr. Collingwood has invented and
improved several devices that have proved
adaptable to different industries. As a youth
lie served an apprenticeship at the jeweler's

trade at Norwalk, and put in three years

learning watch making and engi-aving. After
that he bought a general store at Florence,

conducted it three years, and for two years

of that time served as postmaster.

On leaving his business at Florence Mr. Col-

lingwood became identified with the C. F.

Jackson Company in their store at Norwalk.
He was manager and buyer of the jewelrj'

department and also had an interest in the

local stoi'e. He remained there five years,

and in 1903 removed to Findlay, where he be-

came identified with the local branch of the

same company. Hei-e he had charge of the

jewelry department, afterward became assist-

ant general manager of the entire .store, which
is the largest commercial enterprise at Find-
lay, and finally bought the auto sales depart-
ment of the Jackson Company. Associated
with him in this purchase was E. C. Edwards,
and that resulted in the organization of the

present firm of Collingwood and Edwards,
liandling difi'erent lines of motor cars and
automobile accessoi'ies. The firm has with-

out doubt the best equipped accessory and
automobile parts store in Northwest Ohio.

Their store has frequently been mentioned as

a model in trade papers. The business is

thoroughly systematized according to Mr. Col-

lingwood 's original ideas on that score. Only
recently they built a new sales room of con-

crete. The firm are local agents for the Ford,
Dodge Brothers and Reo ears.

Mr. Collingwood is a man of many inter-
Vol. in- 4 3

ests. He is a lover of birds, especially the
wild song birds, and for a number of years
has viewed with alarm the rapidly decreas-
ing numbers of these songsters and has exer-

cised every possible influence toward conserv-
ing a class of the feathered species that are
exceedingly valuable to the agricultural in-

terests of the country. Recently he inaugu-
rated a unique campaign in Findlay with
practical results that should do much to en-

courage and protect the song birds in that
locality. He gave $75 in prizes to those who
entered the contest known as the Bird-House
Building Contest, and called upon all the boys
of the community to enter in competition.
Other citizens became interested in the plan
and also donated funds, until about $300 were
distributed with the award of the prizes. Mr.
Collingwood received many letters of com-
mendation from such people as Henry Ford,
Mr. Burrows, the naturalist, and Gene Strat-

ton Porter, the noted writer, besides many
of the leading newspapers all over the coun-
try made special mention of the contest.

Mr. Collingwood is a graduate Doctor of

Optics. He also studied law for three years,

not for a profession, but to fit himself better
in a business way. In 1915 he served as vice

13resident of the city council and is a repre-

sentative to the coimeil from the Third Ward.
He helped to organize the original Findlay
Avitomobile Club, and after interest in it died
out he reorganized the club and gave it new
life. He is a republican in politics, is aifil-

iated with the Masonic lodge, was treasurer
of the Elks Home Association of the Benevo-
lent and Protective Order of Elks, and is a
member of the Knights of Pythias Lodge and
Uniform Rank.
As a young man Mr. Collingwood put in

two years as a fireman on the Lake Shore &
Michigan Southern Railway. He w^as quite

ambitious to make a success in railroading, but
he finally gave up his position on account of
his mother constantly worrying over his wel-
fare. Mr. Collingwood is probably one of the
leading coin collectors in Northwest Ohio, and
in the course of many years has gathered a
collection of coins of rare interest and value.

This interest also extends to pioneer relics,

and he has acquired a number of articles as-

sociated with Revolutionary times, also

aboriginal relics in the shape of Indian im-
plements, both of a domestic nature and also

those used in times of warfare.

Mr. Collingwood and family reside in one
of the fine homes of Findlay. He was mar-
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ried to Jennie J. Kenyon, daughter of A. P.

and Helen (Arnold) Kenyon, of Florence,

Ohio. They were married in 1897 and are

the parents of three children : Norma, Marion

and Raymond.

James M. Stafford was one of the hard
working, thrifty and enterprising agi-icnltural

citizens of Wood Connty and his name and
record stand for all that is honest and of good
report in the community.

]\Ir. .Stafford was born in Hancock County,

Ohio, April 17, 1862. and died on his farm in

"Wood County July 2, 1898, when only thirty-

six years of age. His parents were Nathan
and Marinda (ilcCracken') Stafford. They
were of Scotch ancestry. They went west as

young people, were married probably in Ne-

braska, and soon afterward returned to Ohio
and began farming in Hancock County. Some
of their children were born there, and they

finally located a substantial farm, on which
the father spent his last years. His widow
then came to Bowling Green and died at the

home of her younger daughter, now Sirs. John
Brewer, when not yet seventy years of age.

They were active members of the United
Brethren Church for many years and the

father was a republican and filled the office of

county commissioner. Most of their children

are still living, married and have families.

James M. Stafford grew up on his father's

farm and was content with a district school

education. He married Miss Laura B. Powell.

'Mrs. Stafford, whose home is now in Bowling
Green, was born in Fairfield Countv, Ohio,

October 30, 1860. When she was a child .she

came to Liberty Township of Wood County
with her parents, George and Sarah (Beaty)
Powell, both natives of Ohio, and of Pennsyl-
vania parentage. They grew up and were
married in Fairfield County, Ohio, starting

life as farmers. All the six Powell children

were born in Fairfield County, namely : John
W., who was a farmer and a member of the
United Brethren Church and died leaving a

family of children ; ^Martha J., wife of L. D.
Smaltz, a Hancock County farmer: Silas H.,

deceased, is survived by his widow, Libby
(Fellows) Powell, who resides in Bowling
Green and has a son, Chauncey. Alonzo B. is

now retired in Bowling Green and is the father
of several children ; Chester died leaving no
children ; and the youngest is ]\Irs. Stafford.
Her parents located on a farm in Liberty

Township in 1872. Some years later they re-

moved to Bowling Green and had a home on

South Main Street, where Mrs. Stafford's

mother died April 27, 1893, at the age of
seventy-five. Her father then returned to the
Liberty Township homestead and resided with
his son Silas H. until his death on January
27, 1894, at the age of seventy-five. Both
were active members of the United Brethren
Church and he was a republican.

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Stafford

went to farming near the old Powell home-
stead, and they developed a substantial place

of 160 acres, and though Mr. Stafford died
cpiite young he had his farm improved with
good buildings. He and his wife were both in-

dustrious and frugal and they made ample
provisions for the future. A year after Mr.
Stafford's death his widow left the farm and
removed to Bowling Green, purchasing a large
modern home at 125 South Church Street,

where she still resides.

Of the three children born to their marriage
the youngest died in infancy. Glenna gradu-
ated from the Bowling Green High School in

1912, subsequently took work in the Tiffin

Normal School and Bowling Green Normal,
and is now a successful teacher in the public
schools. James DeWitt, the only son, is a
graduate of the Bowling Green High School,

spent two years in the Ohio Wesleyan Univer-
sity at Delaware, and was a student in the
agricultural course of the State L'niversity

when he enlisted in the United States marine
corps. Mrs. Staft'ord and her family are mem-
bers of the Methodist Church.

Harry Weidling is one of the oldest mer-
chants of Tiffin in point of continuous experi-

ence, having had a drug business in that city

for forty-five years. The regard and esteem
of a large body of citizens are paid him for
his strict business ability and honor and he is-

one of the truly representative citizens of
Seneca County.
He was born near Cassel, Germany, March

14, 1852, a son of John and Elizabeth (Ger-

hold) Weidling. Both parents were natives

of Cassel, born in the year 1822, and the
mother died in 1860. John Weidling spent his

life in Germany as a farmer, and for a num-
ber of years filled the office of mayor in his

home town. He and his wife were members
of the Lutheran Church. Of their eight chil-

dren four are still living : Carl, a retired mer-
chant at Topeka, Kansas; Chris, who is living^

retired in Germany; Harry; and Mrs. Katie
Peninroth, who with her husband lives on a
farm in Iowa.
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Harry Weidling was fourteen years of age

when he came to the United States and he had
not a penny nor any possessions wlien he

landed except the clothes on his back. He had
acquired some education in Germany and aft-

erwards for two terms he was a student in

Heidelberg College at Tiffin. His first location

was iu Iowa, whei-e he worked as opportunity

afforded, and in April, 1869, he arrived at

Tiffin and was soon employed as clerk in a

bookstore. From that he went into a drug
store, and finally bought the business and has

been continuously proprietor of a store in his

present location for forty-five years.

On May 8, 1877, Mr. Weidling married Ma-
tilda L. Emich, who was born in Tiffin, daugh-
ter of Philip A. Emich, one of the early and
prominent notary publics of Tiffin, also one of

the pioneer business men of this city and for

mauy years a book and stationery merchant.

Mr. and Mrs. Weidling have two children.

Carl Philip was educated in the public schools

and later in the law department of the Ohio
State University at Columbus, and is now suc-

cessfully practiiiiiy law at Fort Lauderdale,

Florida, and al^i pulilishes a newspaper. The
Herald, at that town. Elizabeth M. is a tal-

ented musician, a graduate of the College oi

Music at Cincinnati, and also of the Heidel-

berg College Conservatory. For a number of

years she has taught vocal music in Tiffin.

The family are members of the Second Re-
formed Church. ]Mr. Weidling has been a

life long democrat.

Emil Weber. When a gi'eat business house

selects its corps of assistants, it is a matter

of considerable concern that only men of in-

telligence and integrity be chosen, and this,

also, is the attitude of governments. There
is usually a wide choice, but for their repre-

sentatives in every capacity they want the

very best. Hence, an appointive government
position carries with it an element of honor
that makes it acceptable to almost any citizen,

especially to one who has done his full duty
as such. That every one does not possess

administrative qualities is very true, and
herein often lies the difference between satis-

factory and unsatisfactory public service.

When Erail Weber, a representative business

man of Wauseon, Ohio, was appointed post-

master in 1914, many of his fellow citizens,

irrespective of party, in various ways testi-

fied and voiced their approval, and during the

four years that he has continued in office have
had occasion to recognize the w'orth of an

honest, painstaking, courteous and capable
official.

Emil Weber was born in 1876, at his

father's home in Wauseon, Fulton County,
Ohio. The father, a native of Switzerland,
accompanied his parents to the United States

in his boyhood. They located first in the City
of New York, removing then to Toledo, Ohio,

where the boy grew to manhood and learned
the jeweler's trade, subsequently owning a
shop of his own in that city. For many years
he was a resident of Wauseon, carrying on
the same business and enjoying extensive pa-
tronage. He was a man of quiet tastes but
an expert in his trade, in this line living

fully up to the professional reputation of his

countrymen. He took no active part in po-

litical matters and never accepted any public

office, but he was a most worthy citizen and
was a prominent member of the Church of

Christ.

Emil Weber had public school advantages
in his native • place and then learned the

jeweler's trade with his father, and as he

had a natural taste for the same, became very
proficient and after his father's death took

charge of the business and fontiiuicil it until

1912, when he was appointed |Mistiiiaster of

Wau.seon. He has always I u idcutilied with
the democratic party and has served on the

County Central Committee and frequently as

a delegate to conventions. From 1911 to 1914
he served as assistant clerk of the Invalid

Pension Committee at Washington, D. C.

In 1898 Mr. Weber married Miss Gertrude
Hoy, and he and wife have four children

:

Mary, Joseph, Pauline and Virginia. The
family attend the Christian Science Church.

Tony We.\sel, of Richfield Township,
Henry County, has had a wide and varied

experience as a farmer in several states of

the Middle West. He came- to Ohio from
Illinois, and is the proprietor of one of the

fine country' homes in that attractive district

of Richfield Township.
He is of German ancestiy. His parents

were Philip and Magdalena (Bricker) Weasel,

both natives of Wuertemberg, Germany. Both
were quite young when they came with their

respective parents from Hamburg to New
York, and the .sailing vessel in which they

crossed the ocean was sevent.y-two days in

making the voyage. Both the Bricker and
Weasel families settled in St. Joseph County,
Indiana. That now prosperous and wealthy-

county was almost a wilderness in many por-
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tions, and these two families did much toward
the development and clearing some of the

wild lands in the vicinity of South Bend.

The Weasel farm was about three miles from
that city. Mr. Weasel's grandparents on

both sides spent the rest of their lives in St.

Joseph County, and all of them were past

eighty years of age when they died. The
familj^ wei'e all loyal Catholics.

Philip Weasel after his marriage settled

on a farm in St. Joseph County, but a little

later went out to Iowa. Their first two chil-

dren were born in that state. They then

returned to \Indiana and located on a farm
in Ripley County, where eight other children

were born. There Philip Weasel died June
16, 1882, at the age of fifty-eight years. His
widow is still living, being now eighty-two

years of age, and in veiy feeble health. She
lives with some of her children in Illinois.

Both parents have been life-long Catholics

and Philip Weasel was a democrat. Eight

of his children are still living.

]Mr. Tony Weasel, who is the only one of

his family iu Ohio, was bom in Ripley Coun-

ty, Indiana, February 6, 1871. When he

was seventeen years of age lie left home,

having in the meantime secured such educa-

tion as was supplied by the local schools,

and went out to Champaign County, Illinois.

Like many ambitious young men, he was
attracted to the territoiy of Oklahoma dur-

ing its early days, and while living there

married Miss Eflie Ward. Mr§. Weasel was
bom in the State of Kansas, Febmary 9,

1880, and was ten years of age when her

pai'ents took her to Oklahoma. She is a
daughter of Thomas and Rachael (Camp-
bell) Ward, who now live retired at Tologa,

in Dewey County, Oklahoma, her father at

the age of seventy-five and her mother at

sixty-eight. Both her parents were born iu

Ohio, and her father made a creditable rec-

ord as a soldier in the Civil war with an
Oliio regiment. He was in many a hard
fought battle, and was in the great campaign
beginning at Chickamauga and ending with

the fall of Atlanta. He and his wife are

lioth Protestants in religion.

After his marriage Mr. Tony Weasel con-

tinued to live in Oklahoma for six years, and
he theu returned to Champaign County, Illi-

nois, and conducted a first-class farm of

eighty acres in Sodom Township in that

county until the spring of 1912. In that

year, seeking better lands, he removed to

Henrv County and has since been one of the

progressive farmers and citizens of Richfield

Township. Since coming to Henry County
he has acquired 160 acres of land, all of it

now under cultivation and producing abun-
dant crops, ilr. Weasel is a hard worker, a
good manager and keeps his land and his

buildings in the best state of improvement.
For the storage of liis crops and the use of

his stock he has a fine barn 42x72 feet. His
home is a nine-room house.

Mr. and Mrs. Weasel have the following

children : George, Frank, Jesse, Louise, Peter,

Margaret and Tony, Jr. The son, George,

who mai'ried Grace Couch, is now managing
the Thompson farm in Henry County, and
is a very thrifty young agriculturist. The
other children are still at home, and Peter,

^largaret and Tony are still in school. The
family are members of the Catholic Church,
and ilr. Weasel is a democi'at.

FiNDLAY Public Libraet. The beginning
of a public library system in Findlay was
an association supported by regular member-
ship fees and donations, the funds of which
were employed to establish a collection of

books and secure their circulation among the

membersliip. Out of this grew the pi-esent

Findlay Public Library, which was organized

Januaiy 27, 1890. The members of the first

library board were C. B. Metcalf, president;

W. B. McCaughey, J. R. Kagy, W. H. Wag-
ner, S. W. Miller and N. M. Adams. The
librarian elected at the time was Miss Nolle

Baker.
The Hancock County commissioners gi'anted

for the use of the library the southeast double

basement room of the courthouse. The pres-

ent library had its inception with the nucleus

of 900 books obtained from the old library

association. At the beginning a small fee was
charged for tlie privilege of borrowing books.

The system of free distribution of books to

the public was not inaugurated until Janu-
ary, 1905. In order to meet the growing de-

mands of the libraiy additional room was
secured from the commissioners, but now with

a collection of 13,000 volumes the quarters

are heavily overtaxed and it will be a mat-

ter of only a few years before a separate li-

brary building will be provided, with

increased facilities and service. With all the

handicaps imposed upon the present service

through lack of a building, the library is none

the less efficiently conducted and during 1916

it circulated 46,240 books.

While it is essentially a city library, its
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service is not limited entirely to Findlay. Its

patrons and users are located throughout
Hancock County and especially the surround-
ing towns of i\IeComb, Van Buren and Arling-

ton draw upon the library. An excellent ref-

erence col-lection is maintained. The reve-

nues for the support of the library are raised

entirelj- w'ithin the City of Findlaj'.

Miss Baker was succeeded as librarian in

1902 by Miss Mary B. Morrison, who has now
been at the head of the library for fifteen

years, with Miss EllaMaxwell as assistant. The
present board of trustees consists of S. H.
McLeod, president; W. S. Neeley, secretary;

Mrs. George W. Ross, Mrs. G. P. Pendleton,

Prof. C. T. Fox and Dr. N. L. MacLachlan.
Miss Morrison, the librarian, is granddaugh-

ter of the pioneer lawyer of Findlay, John
H. Morrison, who was among the first lawyers

to open an office in the city in 1836. He died

in 18.54. He was a capable lawyer and a man
of splendid natural gifts. Miss Morrison is

a daughter of Philemon B. and Rebecca
(Reed) Morrison, of Findlay. She was edu-

cated in the Findlay grammar and high

schools, and took the full four years course in

Oberlin College, where she was graduated.

After leaving college she sei-ved two years

as reporter on the Findlay Daily Courier

prior to entering upon her present duties as

librarian. She is of Scotch-Irish ancestry.

Miss Morrison is a member of the Thursday
Conversational Club, the Ohio Library Asso-

ciation and the First Presbyterian Church.

William J. Hutton. During his lifetime

William J. Hutton was a man of distinctive

personality and of most capable business ,iudg-

ment and ability, and left an honored name in

Wood County, where his- years from early

childhood until his death were chiefly spent.

Mr. Hutton was bom in Guernsey County,

Ohio, February 16, 1845. He was in his sixty-

fourth year when his death occurred at his

home, 206 Leahman Street in Bowling Green,

in October, 1908. His parents, William and
Elizabeth (McKee) Hutton, were early set-

tlers in Guernsey Coimty. In 1847, with their

two children, William and Louisa, they came
to Wood County, locating in Henry Township,
when that district was sparsely improved and
when much of the country around North Bal-

timore was a complete wilderness. Here the

father worked hard to clear up a home and,

like other pioneei-s, spent a busy but quiet life

and he died at a very old age. He had buried
two wives, the mother of William being about

sixty when she passed away, and an active

member of the United Brethren Church. The
fatlier was a republican in polities. Their liv-

ing children are: Mrs. Nancy J. Zimmerman,
of Bowling Green; Mrs. Louisa Hoot, wife of

Benjamin Hoot, of Findlay, Ohio; and Mrs.
Serena Reynolds, wife of Edward Reynolds,
of Fostoria, Ohio.

William J. Hutton grew up on his father's

farm in Wood County. He early learned the

trade of carpenter and combined that with
farming on his place of eighty acres in Plain
Township for a number of years. That farm,
which bears every evidence of having been well

cleared and substantially improved, is still

owned by Mrs. Hutton. Twenty-two years ago
Mr. anci Mrs. Hutton removed to Bowling
Green and bought their home at 206 Lealmian
Street. From that time forward Mr. Hutton
employed himself at his trade as a carpenter.

He was a skillful mechanic and prospered in

his work. Outside of his business he was known
as a quiet and domestic man and his activities

were cliiefly expressed through his interest in

the United Brethren Church, which he served
as class leader and superintendent of the Sun-
day school. Politically he was a republican.

ilr. Hutton married in Hancock County,
Ohio, Miss Laura -J. Weisel. She was born in

Allen Township of that county August 20,

1847, and was reared and educated there on a

farm. She is a daughter of Isaac and Jane
(Dorsey) Weisel, both natives of Pennsyl-
vania, from which state they came in early

days with their children, Oliver and ^larj',

both of whom are now deceased, to Allen
Township in Hancock County. At that time
the forest was filled with wild game and there
were practically no roads except the blazed
trails. The Weisel family endured patiently
all the experiences and hardships necessary-

to prepare a home in such a district. For
some years their nearest market town was
Perrysburg and they went there to get their

grist gi-ound. Mrs. Hutton 's parents spent
their last years in comfort on their farm and
each of them died within a week of each other,

in the year 1881. They were active members
of the Christian Church and Mr. Weisel was a

democrat. l\Ii-s. Hutton is the mother of two
children. Her only son, Dr. Charles Hutton.
is a gi-aduate physician from the Chicago
Medical College and is also a pharmacist, be-
ing a partner with Fred Adams in a store at
Bowling Green. Doctor Hutton married Miss
Alia Rawling, who comes from Illinois. The
daughter, Frieda, is a graduate of the Bowl-
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ing- Green High School, now lives with her

mother and is a bookkeeper with the Eberly

shoe store at Bowling Green. Mrs. Hutton
and her daughter are active members of the

United Brethren Church.

Henry J. Johnston, M. D., is the only phy-

sician now in practice at Tontogany in AVood
Coimty. During his ten years residence there

he has acquired a splendid reputation as a

successful physician and surgeon and enjoys

the esteem of a large community.
Doctor Johnston was born at Haskins, Ohio,

May 3, 1876. His grandfather, John John-

ston, was born at Hartford, Connecticut. He
was a gardener by trade or profession and
for a number of years was employed by one

of the noted Pierpont family of Hartford.

From Connecticut he came to Ohio and lo-

cated near Haskins on Hull Prairie. There
he bought some raw land and in course of

time had developed a good homestead. He
died there when an old man. He was of

Scotch ancestry and he married a girl of Irish

stock, IMaria Anderson. She also lived to a

good old age. They were regular members of

the Presbyterian Church, and were a fine old

couple whose characteristics are inherited by
their descendants. They had three sons and
one daughter. The only one now living is

John R. of New York C'ity.

James Johnston, the second son and child,

and father of Doctor Johnston, was born in

Hartford, Connecticut, in 1813. He was a

boy when he came with his parents to Ohio
and he grew up at Haskins, finishing his edu-
cation in the Maumee High School. He was
still at home when the war broke out, and he
enlisted in the One Hundred and Eleventh
Ohio Infantr^^ The commander of this regi-

ment was Colonel Sherwood, now general, and
Congressman I. R. Sherwood of Toledo. As
a soldier he was exposed to much hardship,
soon contracted rheumatism, as a result of

which disease he was discharged. He then i-e-

turned to Haskins and some years later estab-

lished a hardware store in that town. That
was his business the rest of his active years
and he died in February, 1907. In the com-
munity where he spent his life he married
Henrietta Crook. She was born in Hull
Prairie in 1814, and is still living at Haskins,
aged seventy-four. She is a member of the
Baptist Church. Her husband was a rock-
ribbed republican in politics. Mrs. James
Johnston was educated in the local schools
and at a ladies' .seminarv at Kalamazoo, I\Iieli-

igan. Her parents came from Pennsylvania

and were of English stock, being early set-

tlers on Hull Prairie, where they were farm-

ers and where they spent tlie rest of their

days.

Dr. Henry J. Johnston grew up in Haskins,

was graduated from the Haskins High School,

and for three years was a student in the Ohio
Wesleyan University at Delaware. At the

outbreak of the Spanish-American war in

April, 1898, he enlisted as a private in Com-
pany L of the Sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

He accompanied the regiment to the training

ground at Chickamauga, Tennessee, and was
soon detached and given a place in the medi-
cal department of the United States army.
He accompanied the General ]\Iiles expedition

to Porto Rico and was a member of the Hos-
pital Corps until his discharge on February
18, 1899, having been in active service nearly

a year.

With the training he had received in the

medical department of the army he returned
home and at once entered the Toledo Medical
College, from which he gi-aduated M. D. in

April, 1900. Doctor Johnston practiced med-
icine at his home town of Haskins for seven

years, but in 1907 removed to Tontogany
and succeeded Dr. Benjamin F. Davis, one
of the old time physicians of that community.
Since then Doctor Johnston has acquired a

large general practice throughout this section

of Wood County and has made his influence

felt in community affairs. He is a member of

t^ie various medical associations, including the

American ]\Iedical A.ssoeiation, and is affiliated

with Waterville Lodge of ^Masons and in poli-

tics is a republican, though always declining

any hint of olBcial participation in local af-

fairs. Besides his own home Doctor Johnston
is joint owner with ]\Ir. Fray Robertson of

the office building in which he has his medi-
cal offices. They built a large garage 40 by
160 feet and Jlr. Robertson has the manage-
ment of the garage.

Doctor Johnston married at Plymoutli,

Ohio, Miss IMary LaDow, who was lioru at

Plymouth thirty-five years ago and was reared
and educated there. She also attended the

Woman's College at Wooster, Ohio. They
have one living son, LaDow, born September
9, 1903. fle is a bright student and is now
in the freshman class in the high school.

C. J. YixGLiNG is one of the veteran busi-

ness men and merchants of Tiffin, with which
citv lie has been actively identified for over
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forty years. He began his career back in

Maryland, his native state, where his people

were prominent as merchants and bankers and
manufacturers.

Mr. Yingling- was born at Baltimore, Mary-
land, October 26, 1847, a son of Joshua and
Margaret (Shriver) Tingling. Both parents

were born at Westminster. ^Maryland, the

father in 1812 and the mother in" 1814, and
tliey died when almost the same age, the father

in 1881 and the mother in 1880. They were
married at Westminster. The grandfather,

Jacob Tingling, was also a native of ilaryland

and a tanner by trade. The maternal grand-
father Isaac Shriver, a native of Westminster,

was a tanner and subsequently became presi-

dent of the Bank of Westminster and a very

successful man. Joshua Tingling followed the

dry goods business at Westminster for many
years and for the last two years of his life was
interested in a canning industry. He was very
public spirited and showed a keen interest in

everything that concerned the public welfare.

He began voting as an old line whig and from
that went into the republican party. He
always took miich interest in the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, of which he was a mem-
ber for many years, and he and his wife were
members of the ilethodist Protestant Church.
They had eight children, and the four now
living are : George S., who practiced medicine
and also was in the life insurance business and
is now living retired in Florida ; ilary, who
lives at Baltimore, ilarvland, widow of Dr. J.

G. Keller: C. J. Tingling: and Dr. William
A. Tingling of Emporia, Kansas.
When C. J. Tingling was a year old his

parents removed from Baltimore to West-
minster, Maryland, and in that town he spent
his early years. He attended the public

schools and when quite young became teller

ill tlie First National Bank of Westminster.
He took that position in 1865 and remained
witli the bank almost four years. The con-

fining occupation proved detrimental to his

health and in recuperating he spent about six

months traveling in the AVest, chiefly in Iowa.
Returning to Westminster, he lived there

about four years and was in the dry goods
business.

:\Ir. Tingling came to Tiffin in 1872. Two
years later he entered the dry goods busi-

ness on a small scale, and has since developed
one of the finest stores in this part of North-
west Ohio. While his mercantile business re-

quires most of his time and attention he is

also president of the National Building and

Loan Association, a director in the Webster
Manufacturing Company, a director of the
Tiffin National Bank and has numerous other

business connections.

On October 26, 1875, he married Mary E.
Rudisel, of Taueytown, ilaryland. They have
two children: Tobias Rudisel Tingling, of
Tiffin, Ohio; and Charles Shriver Tingling,
clerk for his father. Mr. and ilrs. Tingling
are members of the Methodist Protestant
Church. He is a Knight Templar and thirty-

second degree Mason and in politics a repub-
lican. In a public way he has served on the
school board two terms.

RoMAiN A. Taylor. Lucas County, and
particularly that splendid agricultural com-
munity in Spencer Township, lost a splendid
and upright citizen in the death of Romain A.
Taylor on April 3, 1915. Mr. Taylor repre-

sented one of the very old and substantial

families of Lucas County, and he himself was
a good business man and farmer and took a
very active part in county affairs.

He was born in Spencer Township August
10, 1855, and died at the age of sixty. His
father, William Taylor, was born near Wil-
liamsport in Lycoming County, Pennsjdvania,
Januaiy 9, 1810. In 1834 he arrived in Lucas
County, Ohio, and as a pioneer acquired 160
acres of land in Spencer Township direct

from the government. That was the scene

and stage of his early endeavors, and with
growing success he acquired additional land

until he was the owner of many hundreds of

acres. Soon after coming to Lucas County
William Taylor established two sawmills, and
for many years was actively en£;agc(l in lum-
bering and lumber manufacture. His wealth

and influence grew apace, and at one time he
was one of the most prosperous and prominent
men of his section of the state. He also filled

various places of public trust and respon-

sibility, was for many years county commis-
sioner and scrvrd :is town treasurer from 1860
to 1872. Ill' iiKiri'ird Miwy Corson, and they
had the folIowiiiL;' cliililren: Two .sons who
died in infancy

;
Robert W., who died in 1881

;

Eliza, who died in 1873, married William R.

Cole; Harriett, who died in 1877, married
James C. Vaughn; Mary J., deceased, mar-
ried M. T. Cole; Theresa married Hari-ison

Farner and lives in Toledo : Lxicretia, de-

cea.sed, »was the wife of P. 0. Van Fleet;

Addie married Edward Wall and lives in

Swantou Township.
The late R. A. Taylor was well educated in
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the local schools, but from early boyhood pre-

ferred a life of open air activity and of busi-

ness. When a young man he went to Toledo
and for several years was engaged in rail-

roading. At that time his father owned a
block of stock in the old Narrow Gauge Road,
now the Clover Leaf System.
On February 3, 1883, Mr. Tajdor married

Amanda Van Aken, who was born in Milford,
Pike County, Pennsylvania, a daughter of

Anthony and Mary (Lord) Van Aken, who
settled in Richfield Township of Lucas
County in 1865. ]Mrs. Tajdor since the death
of her husband has continued to live on the

old homestead a mile and a quai'ter west of

Sharpies Corners in Spencer Township, and
being a woman of excellent business judgment
is ovei-seeiug the operations of the farm and
carrying on her business affairs with success.

Mrs. Taylor was one of a large family of
children: Simeon Lord, who died in infancy;
Madison, a resident of Eaton Rapids, Michi-
gan ; Rowena, living at Byron, Michigan, the

widow" of T. J. Smith; Mercedes, wife of

George W. Sterling, superintendent of the

Boys National Home at Washington; Mrs.
Taylor; Emma, wife of Herbert M. Weed, of

Bellevue, Michigan ; Maiy, Mrs. Charles Zieg-

ler, of vSpencer Township; and Henry, who
died in infancy.

For many years R. A. Taylor was engaged
in farming on his place in Spencer Township,
and he was also called to fill various public
offices. He was a stanch republican. He
served as trustee, town treasurer, as deputy
sheriff for a number of years and was actively

affiliated with Swanton Lodge Free and Ac-
cepted Masons.
The children of Mr. and ]Mrs. R, A. Taylor

were: Clyde, who died at the age of four
years and five months ; Flossie, wife of Ernest
Keough, and they have a daughter. Roraaina
Lucile; Hazel, who died at the age of four
years and ten months ; and William Romaine,
who superintends the home farm for his

mother.

Knott Reid occupies the old homestead
formerly owned by his father in section 8

of Damascus Township of Henry County.
This old homestead has been the center of

the activities of the Reid family since early
pioneer days. It is located on the east side

of Turke.y Foot Creek, and not only did the
early Reids and their relatives put" some of
the first improvements on the land and re-

deem it from the wilderness, but they were

and have been first and foremost in all the
civic eutei-prise of that community.
The old farm now owned by Ivnott Reid

was oul}^ a part of six tracts entered in the
very early days by William Rankin, a brother-
in-law of Thomas Reid, father of Knott Reid.
Both these men came from Scotland. Thomas
Reid was born near the home of Robert Burns
in Ayrshire, Scotland, about 1812. The
Reids were prominent people in that sec-

tion of Scotland. His father James died in

that country, and Thomas grew up there,

married his first wife, and she died leaving
him three children. These, children were
named James, Thomas, Jr., and Jessie. Jessie,

who now lives at Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, is

the widow of Ed Crockett, and she has a
family of four sons and two daughters.
James Reid saw active service as a Union
soldier during the Civil war, and died in

1896 in Geauga County, Ohio, leaving a fam-
ily of two sons and daughter, and his wife
is now deceased. Thomas, Jr., died a young
man in Damascus Township of Henry
County. The first member of the Reid family
to come to America was Mathew Reid, a
brother of Thomas Reid. He arrived in 1837,
and acting under a commission from his

brother Thomas he bought a large estate in

Damascus Township of Henry County. These
lands were nearly all located along Turkey
Foot Creek. In 1839 Thomas Reid. his wid-
owed mother and other children, and William
Rankin, came to the United States, making
the voyage in a sailing vessel. After six

weeks they landed in New York, thence pro-
ceeded up the Hudson River and the Erie
Canal to Buffalo, and by lake boat to Toledo.

From Toledo after many difficidties they ar-

rived in Damascus Township. It should be
remembered tliat they arrived here more than
three-quarters of a centurj' ago. Few people
had yet cliosen Hemy County as their homes.
The woods were dense, the swamps were for-

bidding to prospective settlers, and the few
people who did live here all put up with the

inconveniences of log cabins, lack of markets,

and an almost total absence of those civiliz-

ing institutions of the chui-eh and school.

Thomas Reid and his brother-in-law, Wil-
liam Rankin, has acquired several hundreds
of acres along and around Turkey Foot Creek.

They were able to do little with the land
agriculturally for several .veai"s. but with the

assistance of a Mr. Lane, they built the fii-st

mill in all that part of the countiy for grind-

ing gi'ist and sawing lumber. This mill was
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located near the mouth of the creek, and it

proved one of tlie most' valuable and useful

institutions to the early inhabitants of Henry-

County.
The mother of Thomas Reid died in Henry

County some years after the family arrived

and when eighty years of age. She was
Ijuried along the banks of the romantic Mau-
mee River. Mathew Reid, who had married
in Scotland, also lived in the Turkey Foot
community and he and his wife died when
past middle years, leaving no children.

After coming to America Thomas Reid
married Almira Crockett, of an old and prom-
inent Henry County family elsewhere referred

to. She was born in the State of Maine and
had come to Heniy County when a young
woman. Thomas and vnie lived busy and
useful lives. Besides the operation of a mill

he cleared up a large part of his laud hold-

ings and acquired 400 acres in one body and
made investments in lands elsewhere in the

county. He was one of the strong, upright

and influential citizens in the earlj^ days of

Henry County. He died in 1877 and was
survived by his widow until 189.5. Both
were members of the Presbyterian Church.

To the marriage of Thomas Reid and Almira
Crockett were born the following children:

Mary, who is the wife of Frank A. Jenning;
Knott; William, who owns a hundred acre's

of fine farming land in Damsacus Township
and married Jennie Fast of Harrison Town-
.ship and has a family of children ; Charles,

who lives in Damascus Township, married
Myrtie Myei-s and has sons and daughters;

Edwin, also a resident of Damascus Town-
ship, maiTied for his firat wife iliss Shepard,

who became the mother of one son Bruce,

and he married for his second wife Miss
Essing, who is also deceased ; Agnes is the

wife of Irvin Myers, a farmer of Damascus
Township, and they have a family of chil-

dren.

Thus it is of one of the oldest and most
influential families of Henry County that

Knott Reid is representative. He was born

on the old homestead he now owns on Novem-
ber 9, 1858. His years have been spent

actively and usefully there and as a boy
he attended the local schools. He has made
good use of his means and opportunities, has
built up a splendid country home, has his

land well improved, has substantial build-

ings, and for a number of yeai's has special-

ized in the growing of thoroughbred Short-

horn cattle. His farm comprises 137 aerps.

In 1879 in his home township Mr. Reid
married Emma Pratt. She was born in Wood
County, Ohio, February 22, 1859, and when
she was four yeai-s of age her parents Mr.
and Mrs. Hamilton Pratt died and she was
reared to young womanhood by the family

of Judson Emery. The Pi-atts were among
the earliest pioneers along the Maumee River.

Her grandfather, William Pratt, and his

father settled 31/. miles from Perrysburg at

a time when there were practically no other

settlements along that section of the valley.

ilrs. Reid was the only child of her parents.

She is the mother of four sous. Guy, who
completed his education in Oxford College,

has for a number of years been a teacher aud
he still calls his parents' home his own.

Mathew, who also completed his education at

Oxford College is now in business at Napoleon
and by his marriage to Nellie Robinson of

Freedom Township has a daughter, Thelma.

Harold is a farmer near Maumee, Ohio, and
has one son, Jackson, by his marriage to

Lottie Davis. Arthur, who is a graduate

of the Ohio Wesleyan University at Delaware,

is connected with the Barberton Manufactur-

ing Company near Akron. Mr. Reid in polit-

tical matters has usually supported the demo-
cratic party, and his sons are of similar

political faith.

John William Harmon Beach, il. D. For
nearly a score of years actively engaged in

the practice of medicine at Arlington in Han-
cock County, Doctor Beach has met with un-

questioned success in his chosen work and
well deserves the reputation which he has won.

He has not been contented with mediocrity in

his professional work, however remunerative

his practice may have been, and has aimed at

the highest possible perfection.

Doctor Beach is descended from one of the

old and prominent families of German people

in Northwest Ohio. His ancestoi's were sol-

diers in the Napoleonic wars in Europe. His
grandfather, Reinhardt T. Beach, was born

on the border line lietween Fi-ance and Ger-

many in 1805. When twenty-five years of

age he came to this country and first located

at Sandusky, Ohio, and soon afterwards took

up Government land near Crestline. On the

old homestead in Vernon Township of Craw-
ford County. Frederick Beach, father of Doc-

tor Beach, was bora November 7, 1837, and
was the third white child born in that town-

ship. He became one of Crawford Couuty's
successful and widelv known men. In the



2014 HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO

early days he did cabinet-making, and his

labors involved the fashioning of cofiSns as

the}' were needed and he also made chairs and
other articles of furniture. He lived on a
farm, and during the period of the Civil war
was employed as a bu.yer of cattle for the

Union army. He afterwards attained wide
note as a successful breeder and raiser of

blooded Shire and Clydesdale horses. He sold

his stock all over the country. He continued

active in this business until 1906. Frederick

Beach married Margaret Feick in 1867. Of
their ten children. Doctor Beach was the

third. There were four daughters and six

sons and eight are still living, three of whom
are graduates of medicine. Charles died one
year after graduating. Cornelius, the young-

est. i.s practicing in Columbus, Ohio.

Doctor Beach was born December 6, 1872.

and spent his early life on a Crawford County
farm in Vernon Township, attended the coun-

try schools there and was a student two years

in the Crestline High School and for another

two years in the Gregory Normal School at

Crestline, where he took the classical cour.se.

In 1895 Doctor Beach entered the Fort "Wayne
Medical College, where 'he was gi-aduated

M. D. in 1898. He at once selected as his

place of practice Arlington in Hancock
County, and has been in the general practice

of medicine there for nineteen years. His
services extend all over Hancock and adjoin-

ing counties. More and more he has special-

ized in internal medicine, with .some surgery,

and is an expert in the former department.
Doctor Beach took po.st-graduate work in

June, 1908, under Emil G. Beck at Beck's
Hospital, and has also attended the famous
Murphy clinics at Chicago. He is a member
in liigh standinar of the Hancock County, the

Tri-State and the Ohio iMedical societies and
the American Medical Association. When he
began practice at Arlington he was appointed
town.ship physician and .served one year. He
was for two years a member of the City Board
of Health, finally resigning the responsibili-

ties of that office.

Doctor Beach is affiliated with the -Mount
Blanchard Lodge of Masons, with the Royal
Arch Chapter of Findlay. Ohio, and is also

an Odd Fellow. He is an independent demo-
crat and a member of the German Reformed
Church.

In 1900 Doctor Beach married ]\Iiss Flor-
ence N. Riegle. daughter of P. A. and ]\Iarietta

(Wardwein Riegle of Arlington, and the
union was blessed with one daughter who

died in infancy. P. A. Riegle was a farmer
and breeder of Rambouilette .sheep, which won
the gold medal at the World's Fair, Pari.s,

also at St. Louis. The maternal grandfather
of Mrs. Beach, David Wardwell, who died

November 9, 1915, had attained the remarkable
age of one hundred and three years. He was
the first contractor and builder in Madison
Township of Hancock County.

Hon. Richard A. Beattt of Bowling Green,

former state senator, is widely known in

Northwest Ohio and in several other states on
account of his prominent associations with the

oil industry. Since early boyhood he has been

identified in some way or other with oil opera-

tions, beginning back in Western Pennsyl-

vania, where he was born.

Mr. Beatty was first elected a member of the

State Senate in 1905, taking office January 5,

1906, and serving six years. He represented

in the Senate the five counties of Wood,
Henry, Fulton, Putnam and Hancock. Dur-
ing that time he distinguished himself by his

leadership in the legislative program and es-

pecially by the constructive work he did in be-

half of various, state institutions and affairs

and the capable manner in which he safe-

guarded the integi'ity of the state's fiscal man-
agement.
He was chairman of the banks and banking

committee, member of the finance committee,

chairman of the public works committee, and
on the mining, fees and salaries, and during
his second term was a member of seven com-
mittees, on five of which he had had a place

during his first term. It was due to Senator
Beatt.v that the bill was passed through the

Senate abolishing the fee system and placing

all county offices on a strictly salary basis.

This eliminated one of the most pregnant
sources of graft, and he introduced the graft

resolution and was chairman of that committee,

which investigated the state graft among of-

ficials and led to the indictment of three and
conviction of two. Senator Beatty introduced

the bill to establish the State Normal School

at Bowling Green and one in the eastern part

of the state. This bill was No. 8 on the Senate
calendar during the first session, and encoun-

tered almost constant opposition, but Senator
Beatt.v succeeded in keeping it from oblivion

and during the second session it was the last

bill to be put through. He also secured the

passage of the banks and banking bill known
as the Thomas Bill. 'Sir. Beatt.v is an expert ac-

countant, and his training and experience in
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that liue served him well during his senatorial

term. He uncovered many loose and ineffi-

'cient systems in the conduct of state affairs,

and his work was especially valuahle in plac-

ing the banking institutions of the state ou a

sound basis and ridding tlie business of some
unscrupulous characters.

For years Senator Beatty has figured as a

leader in the temperance and prohibition

movement both in his home state and in the

nation at large. He concerned himself ac-

tively with tlie temperance program in the

Senate, and had nuieh to do with securing the

passage of the Atkins and Rose bills. Another
measure for which he desei'ves credit is the

passing of the bill appropriating $30,000 for

tlie construction of the Fort Meigs Monument
and the purchase of Camp Perry, considered

one of tlie finest rifle ranges in the world. An-
other was the bill providing for the reorgani-

zation of the state militia and the appropria-
tion for the Sixth Regiment Armory at Bowl-
ing Green. Throughout his six years in the

State Senate Mr. Beatty was continually busy
with something that was important and con-

nected directly with the welfare of the state

and its larger institutions. He also served in

the Constitutional Convention, and there im-
pressed his ability upon some of the articles

which are written into the fundamental law
of the state.

^Ir. Beatty is a man of collegiate education
and is also what might lie calleil a man of

large affairs. He was born in liutler County,
Pennsylvania, in 18o9, and practically grew
up in the oil business. He had considerable

experience in the oil fields of Western Penn-
sylvania before he came to Bowling Green in

1895. He arrived in Xoitliwcst Ohio when
the oil producing industry ^vas at its height.

He was himself active in the pi-ddui'tion side

of the business and for many years has con-

ducted a successful oil brokerage business. It

would be a conservative estimate to place the
deals which he has handled at a value of

$15,000,000. As an oil man his reputation is

by no means confined to Ohio. lie has taken
an active part in the development of some of

the pioneer oil fields of Kentueky, owning an
interest in the Irving and the Knox County
pools in that state. The better to look after

his oil interests outside of Ohio, he maintains
an office at Winchester, Kentucky, and another
at Bartlesville, Oklahoma. Formerly he
owned a large amount of oil property in Ok-
lahoma.

His father, William A. Beatty, was a suc-

cessful oil operator in Butler County, Penn-
sylvania. William A. Beatty was born in

Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1822 and was of

prominent Scotch ancestry. He was liberall.y

educated in Edinburgh College, and studied

law at London. Grandfather Richard Beatty
was a gallant soldier of the English Empire,
fought under the Duke of Wellington at Wa-
terloo, where he commanded a division as a

major general. During his army service he
lost an arm and a leg, and was subsequently
granted by the King of England an estate at

Belfast, Ireland, where he lived for many
years and \\hen^ he died in 1830, when past

fifty. Many of his descendants and kinsmen
were English soldiers. A son and a son-in-

law lost their lives at Lucknow during the

Indian rebellion.

When a boy William A. Beatty came to

America, locating first at Quebec. He after-

wards moved to Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. He
was a man of high scholastic attainments and
is said to have compiled an arithmetic for use
in the Irish schools. In Pittsburg he mar-
ried Mary Ann Coulter, who was born near
Belfast, Ireland, in 1826 and was of a long
line of Irish merchants. She came to the

ITnited States when a young woman. After
their marriage William A. Beatty and wife
located on a farm at White Oak Springs in

Butler County, not far from the City of

Franklin. Their home was a fine one and
among other features it posse.ssed eleven

springs. William A. Beatty and wife lived

there for many years, and after oil was dis-

covered he did considerable development
work. He never lost his zest for travel and in

later years he went to nearly every corner of

the earth and his death occurred in South
Africa about 1884.

Senator Beatty married his first wife in

Pennsylvania, ilinerva Cassidy. She was a
native of Pennsylvania. She and her husband
lived some years at Bradford, that state, and
she died four months after they came to

Bowling Green. She was then thirty-eight

years of age. The one child of this union is

Ada M., who was educated in the Bowling
Green High School and studied music in Ober-
lin College and for three years was under the
instruction of the noted Professor Sherwood
of Chicago. Slie is now the wife of E. il. Rose
of Cleveland and they have a son, Edward.

ilr. Beatty married his second wife at
Princeton, Indiana. Her maiden name was
Rose ilcClurkin. She was born at Princeton,
Indiana, was educated there, in the Woman's
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College at Oxford, Ohio, and also at Weston.
She took her final degree in the University of

Michigan. Mrs. Beatty is a woman of tlior-

ough culture, of wide reading and acquaint-
ance with the world's best works of art and
literature. For some years before her mar-
riage she was a teacher of languages and an-
cient history at Madison, Wisconsin, and
Princeton, Indiana. Mr. and Mrs. Beatty have
one daughter, Gene Virginia, now seven years
of age. Through inheritance and under capa-
ble training she has manifested some remark-
able intellectual talents. She is already a
student of the lang-uages and history and quite
well informed on current events and has a
library of her own consisting of 100 volumes
or more.

Bowling Clreen is a city of beautiful homes,
and among them one of the best in point of
architectural design and solid comforts is that
of Mr. and Mrs. Beatty. It is a large brick
residence on an elevation on Xorth CTrc^ve

Street and adds much to the distinction of
that locality as a residence center. I\Ir. Beatty
lias filled all the offices in the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks and is prominent in

Masonry and was eminent grand commander
six years of the Knights of St. John and Malta
being a delegate to the World 's Grand Lodge.
Mr. and Mrs. Beatty are prominent members
of the Presbyterian Church. She is chairman
of the King's Daughters of Wood County, is

active in the local sulfi-age movement and
more recently has given much of her time and
social leadership to the American Red Cross.

William H. Kildow. It is said that when
William H. Kildow came to Titfin he pos-
sessed as a business asset his ability as an ex-
pert cigar maker and a reputation for square
dealing, which enabled him to get the best of
credit. Any one acquainted with the person-
nel of Tifiin's business community today
knows his standing and position among the
well-to-do and substantial citizens. He has
built up a splendid industry as a cigar man-
ufacturer and is also one of the bankers of the
city.

Mr. Kildow was bom at Bethesda in Bel-
mont County. Ohio, March 25, 1868, a sou of
T. M. and Martha (]\IcPherson) Kildow. His
grandfather was Adam Kildow. T. M. Kil-
dow was born in Belmont Countv, Ohio, De-
cember 30, 1845, and is stiU living, at the age
of seventy-two. As a boy he enlisted and
seiwed in the Sixty-ninth Ohio Infantry as a
private and mvis with his regiment, faithfully

performing his duties as a soldier, three years
and nine months. He afterwards became a
cigar manufacturer, and built up a consider-
able business. He was a republican and he
and his wife were active members of the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church. He first married
I\Iartha McPherson, who was born in Belmont
County in 1845 and died in 1881. They had
five children and the four now living are:
William H. ; C. A. Kildow. formerly in the
cigar business at Bethesda, where he still re-

sides ; Neva, living with her father ; and Mrs.
William Bolon, whose husband has a cigar
business at Bethesda. T. M. KildoW married
for his second wife Ella McMiUan. Their
four children were named Blaine, Glynn, Ola
and Laverna.
William H. Kildow attended the public

schools of his native town and learned cigar
making under his father. For a time he
traveled on the road and in the spring of
1892 he arrived at Tiffin. Here he established
a cigar shop in a small way and did most of
the making of cigars with his own hands. He
soon employed other help and from time to

time expanded the scope and capacity of his

plant until he had an industiy employing 250
persons. His plant now employs about 100
workmen, and is one of the important indus-
tries of the city. Mr. Kildow erected for its

headquarters a large three-story brick build-

ing located in the center of the Tiffin business
district.

]Mr. Kildow is also president of the Savings
Bank of Tiffin, but gives most of his time to
his cigar factory. He is a director in the Tele-

phone Company and a member of the board of
directors of the Commercial Bank. The late

Tom Connors of Tiffin left $100,000 to be
distributed for charitable purposes and Mr.
Kildow is one of the five commissioners or
trustees of that fund.
On January 16, 1900, he married LaUa

Uberroth, who was born in Seneca County,
a daughter of Dr. Adam S. Uberroth. The
father was for many years a physician
at New Regal in Seneca County and a

man of high attainments in the profession.

^Ir. and Mrs, Kildow have three children

:

Monroe, William and Martha. i\Iartha is now
six yeare of age. Monroe and William are
both attending military school at Lindon,
Kentucky. Mrs. Kildow is an active member
of the Episcopal Church. I\Ir. Kildow is a
republican, a Knight Templar and thirty-

second degree Scottish Rite Mason, a member
of the Mystic Shrine and also belongs to
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Lodge No. 94 of the Benevolent and Protec-

tive Order of Elks and to the Knights of

Pythias.

E. C. WiSMAN, D. V. S. Though long active

in behalf of his friends iu the democratic
partj' in Williams County, Doctor Wisman
never sought any official honors for himself,

but in 1915 was prevailed upon to accept the

post office at Bryan, and his appointment as

postmaster dates from April 1st of that year.

He is giving a very careful and competent
administration of this office, and every one of

his many friends and the patrons of the office

in general are extremely gi'atitied that this

honor has been shown him.

Born in Superior Township of Williams
County, Ohio, December 14, 1S71, a son of

the late James and Hannah (McHenry) Wis-
man, Doctor Wisman spent his early life on
a farm, was educated in the district schools,

and having a special fondness for livestock

and their handling he determined to become
a veterinary surgeon. In 1893 he entered one
of the best institutions for acquiring that

profession in America, the Torouto Veteri-

nary College, where he was gi'aduated with
his degree in 1895. He soon afterward passed
the state board examination at Columbus,
and was in active practice of his profession

at Bryan from the spring of 1895 until he

entered upon the duties of his present office

twenty years later.

Doctor Wisman married Leoua Gilcher, a

daughter of Peter Gilcher. She was educated
in the district schools of Williams County.
They have one daughter, Edith, born July 26,

1901, and now in the second year of the Bryan
High School. The family are members of the

Pi'esbyterian Church, and Doctor Wisman is

affiliated with the Knights of Pythias and
with the National Union.

J. C Steinic\mp. The New Ottawa County
Telephone Company of which J. G. Stein-

kamp is general manager, has its main offices

in Elmore, where Mr. Steinkamp has long
been one of tlie leaders in business and civic

affairs. The other executive officers of The
New Ottawa County Telephone Company are

:

Emeiy Thierwechter, president, of Oak Har-
bor; Taylor Fuller of Clyde, vice president;

Homer Metzgar of Clyde, secretary; J. A.

Gossman of Elmore, treasurer; and F. H.
Williams, auditor.

This is one of the most flourishing and
efficient independent telephone systems in

Northern Ohio, and now covers with its local

exchanges all of Ottawa County. The local

exchanges are located at Curtice, Elmore,
Genoa, Millbury, Oak Harbor, Pemberville,
Prairie Depot, Port Clinton, Put-In-Bay and
Woodville. Its business is largely a growth
and consolidation covering a period of about
fifteen years. November 1, 1900, The Ottawa
County Telephone Company was organized
and soon afterwards a single line was built

from Oak Harbor to Elmore. The first addi-
tion was the purchasing of the Oak Harbor
exchange, bringing in ninety-six telephones.
In 1902 there was a reorganization and at

that time The New Ottawa County Telephone
Company was born. Subsequently the com-
pany purchased the Port Clinton and Put-In-
Bay exchanges, including over 900 telephones.

In 1910 the Eastwood exchange with its 415
phones was added. In August, 1915, the com-
panj' had 3,287 telephones over the county.
The capital stock of the company is .$250,000
and over !l)200,000 of stock issues have been
made. There are about sixty persons em-
ployed in various capacities in the main offices

and the local exchanges. Recently there was
erected at Oak Harbor an exchange building
fireproof, of concrete block, 25x50 feet.

The company's general manager, John
George Steinkamp, is a business man from
the ground up. He was born in Sandusky
County, Ohio, April 22, 1864, a son of Fred-
erick and Margaret (Kerbel) Steinkamp. His
father was a farmer, and both parents were
born in Germany and came to Sandusky
County, Ohio, in 1830. John G. Steinkamp
as a boy had the stimulating atmosphere and
environment of a farmer's sou. He attended
the public schools, and in 1880, at the age
of sixteen, came to Elmore, with which city

his fortunes liave since been iudentified. For
two years he was clerk in a drug store and
iu 1882 he engaged in the drug business on
his own account. In 1894 he went with the
Elmore ilfuiufacturing Company at Clyde as

a clerk, in which capacity he remained until

1900. For the last twenty years he has been
well known all over Ottawa County. In 1900
he served as first assistant sergeant at arms
iu the House of Representatives at Columbus.
In the same year he took a prominent part
in organizing the original Ottawa County
Telephone Company, and as general manager
of the new company deserves more credit

probably than anyone else for the construc-
tive progress of this business.

His influence and judgment have also been



2018 HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO

sought in other business affairs. He was one

of the organizers and is first vicfi president

of The First National Bank of Elmore. He
is general manager of the Sandusky Tele-

phone Company at Sandvisky. For six years

Mr. Steinkamp served as mayor of Elmore
and has also given service as a member of the

city council and as township clerk and mem-
ber of the school board. In 1886 he married

Miss Mattie Bullimer of Elmore. She is a

daughter of Thomas and Maria Bullimer.

Fraternally Mr. Steinkamp is active in Ma-
soniy, having attained the thirty-second

degree of Scottish Rite, and is also a Knight
of "Pythias.

Joel S. Brighaji is one of the ablest au-

thorities in Ohio on the subject of intensive

agriculture. He has demonstrated that prac-

tice thoroughly as a business, has made a

splendid success and has built up an impor-

tant institution at Bowling Green, and for

many years his services have been sought as

an instructor and lecturer all over the State

of Ohio. Mr. Brigham has for seventeen years

been an institute lecturer in the extension de-

partment of the Ohio State University. In
that capacity he has traveled through every

county of the state, and his name is without
doubt one of the best known in agricultural

circles in Ohio. His business at Bowling
Green is handled under the firm name of J. S.

Brigham & Son. This business is now op-

erated on a large scale. Besides the exten-

sive hot house he has eighty-eight acres of

farm land specially adapted to the gi-owing

of vegetables and varied farm crops. The
headquarters are on the west side of Bowling
Green, part of the land being within the cor-

poration limits. There is a group of sub-

stantial structures in addition to the hot house,

which has 25,000 square feet under glass.

This house is 92 by 170 feet in dimensions.
Close by is a five acre plot of ground specially

reserved for vegetables in addition to a farm
of eighty-five acres. The land is sandy loam
and is especially adapted to the growing of

melons and vegetables. In the hot house Mr.
Brigham raises each year from three to five

crops of lettuce and also a large amount of
tomatoes. He has under glass less than an
acre of ground, but in the past year he pro-
duced 614 bushels of tomatoes alone.

Since 1895 Mr. Brigham has been engaged
in this industry on a constantly increasing
scale. Nearly all this time his "location has
been on Pearl Street and for the past eight

years the business has been under the name
of J. S. Brigham & Son. About ninety per
cent of. the products are sold in Bowling
Green. They grow usually five acres of can-

taloupes and muskmelons, five acres of sweet
corn, a similar amount of potatoes and about
6,000 early and 20,000 late cabbage. Besides
the tomatoes raised under glass they plant
each year about eight acres in that crop.

They also have thirty acres in corn, fifteen

acres in oats, six acres of meadowland.
For about ten years Mr. Brigham did his

gardening on rented land. It was his success

with rented laud that enabled him to come to

his present location and buy a run down farm.
!Many people refer to this as " Brigham 's

Folly." Part of the secret of his success has
lieen thorough and methodical fertilization.

The first year he had the land on the west
side he spread 800 loads of stable manure and
regularly since he has put from 3 to 500
loads every year upon the land. He has also

employed a great deal of commercial fertilizer,

chiefly the phosphates and other minerals. He
employs irrigation for his greenhouse, having
installed the Skinner overhead spraying sys-

tem. The plant is thoroughly lighted by elec-

tricity and the business goes on throughout the

year. Mr. Brigham 's son now has his home
on the farm, while he resides in the city of

Bowling Green.
Mr. Brigham has been a market gardener

for thirty-two years, but prior to that had a

very active experience in different parts of

the country. He was born in Medina County,
Ohio, October 8, 1850, a son of "Winfield and
Mary (White) Brigham. His parents were
natives of New York State, his father of

Otsego County and his mother of Madison
County. They married at Fredonia in Chau-
tauqua County. Grandfatlier Joel Brigham
was a native of Springfield, Massachusetts,

and of old Plymouth Rock stock. Winfield
Brigham after his marriage moved to l\Iedina

County, Ohio, and in 1853 went to Fulton
County, where his wife, the mother of Joel S.,

died at the age of forty-seven. Winfield
Brigham spent his last years in the home of
his son at Bowling Green and died there

April 17, 1907, at the age of ninety-three.

Joel S. Brigham was reared and educated
in Ohio and in early life went west to

Nebraska, where he put in nine years, and
from there went to Texas and had a strenuous
experience of five years as a cattleman and
cowboy. He herded cattle on the plains of
Texas and also through Indian Territory.
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While in Texas he met and married Miss Car-
rie A. Bryant. She was born and reared in

New York State, and was on a visit in Texas
when she mrt Mf. l'.i-iuham.

Mr. Briuliiin.'s linither, Col. Joseph H.
Brigham, twelve years his senior, was a gal-

lant soldier in the Civil war, being colonel of

the Sixty-ninth Ohio Infantry. After the

war he became prominent in national affairs

and served as assistant secretary of agricnl-

tnre under Presidents ]McKinley and Roose-
velt. He died when still in office, during
Roosevelt 's administration.

Mr. and ilrs. Brigham's children are J.

Wintield, Stella, Helen and Haven. J. Win-
field was born while his parents lived in Texas
and is now actively associated with his father

in the gardening industry. He married Orma
Schanwaker of Bowling Green and they have
two children, Robert and Richard. The
daughter Stella is now the wife of Arthur W.
Chapman, a farmer near Bowling Green, and
their three sons are named Joel S., Chester
and Albert. Helen is the wife of Chester ]\I.

Apel of Clarence, Michigan, and they have a
daughter, Lucile. The son Haven is still at

home and a student in the Ohio State Uni-
versity. Mr. Brigham and his wife are active

members and have filled various offices in the
Ohio State' Grange of Patrons of Husbandry.
Fraternally he is affiliated with the Benevo-
lent and Protective Order of Elks.

Thomas D. Philpott. The energy and de-

termination which the various members of the

Philpott family have applied to their voca-
tions as farmers in Henry County are char-

acteristic of their English origin. While Mr.
Thomas D. Philpott, of Damascus Township,
is a native of Ohio, some of his older brothers

and hi.s parents and grandparents and all the

earlier generations were substantial and
thrifty people of County Kent. England.
They belonged to the agricultural class, and
the grandparents on both sides lived and died

in England.
George and Jane (Soekins) Philpott, par-

ents of Thomas D., were both natives of
County Kent. George was born December 29,

1819, andl his wife in January, 1821, and they
grew up and married there. Jane Soekins
was a daughter of William and
(Baker) Soekins, the former of whom died in

1882 and the latter at the age of seventy-two.

The Soekins family were very well to do Eng-
lish farming people, active workers in the
Established Church, and William Soekins

long held an official place on the church board.
During the Najjoleonic wars from 1812 to

1815, he seiwed as a member of the Home
Guard.
George Philpott and wife were liiarried in

their native county in 1845. Pour children
were born to thejn while they lived in Eng-
land : William S., James, who died at the
age of one year, Jolxn and George. Jr. Then
the little family left England, coming to the
rnited States by way of sailing ves.sel and
arriving in New York City after a voyage of
six weeks and three days. Their destination
was Ohio. They came to this state up the
Hudson River as far as Albany, by train to

Buffalo, and there embarked on a steamboat
which nearly foundered on account of the
rougIiiies.s of the lake, but eventually they
laml'Ml ,iT Saii(lnsk>- and from there proceeded
by the S;iiiiliisk.\- i;i\fr and by wagons as far
as Casturla. After a brief stop at that place
they drove into the Black Swamp region of

Wood County and located in the wilds of
what is now Weston To^aiship. They went
to that section because George Philpott 's sis-

ter Maiy and her husband. Reuben Simmons,
had located there two years previously. The
country was all new, and besides the ordinary
conditions of pioneer existence the early set-

tlers had to contend with such troublesome
pests as rattlesnakes, turtles and various wild
animals. The Cincinnati, Hamilton & Day-
ton Railway line was just being graded
thi'ough that section of Wood County. George
Philpott worked at railroad construction, and
his wages enabled the family to get along until

he could get a farm cleared up. The Simmons
family spent all their lives in that section of
Wood County. After several years George
Philpott removed to Grand Rapids Township
in Wood County, living as a tenant farmer,

and from there in 1870 he came to Damascus
Township of Henry County and bought 160
acres known as the David Hockman farm.

That place wa.s the scene of his active labors

for many years. His good wife died there

July 10," 1889, and after her death he retired

and lived among his children until he too was
called to his reward on Christmas day of 1894.

He was buried three days later, on his seventy-

fifth birthday. He and his wife were very
active members of the Methodist Episcopal

Church after they came to America, and he
nearly always held some official place in his

church, and both he and his wife were charter

members and organizers of the church in

Weston Township of Wood County. Politi-
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cally George Philpott as an American citizen

aligned himself with the republican party.

After they came to this country the follow-

ing children were born : Austin, who is mar-

ried and has a family and lives in Delaware,

Ohio ; Rosetta J., wife of Frank Garster, liv-

ing on a farm west of MeClure, has one living

son ; Steplien A. has a family and is engaged

in the transfer business at Salida, Colorado.

The youngest of all this family was Thomas
D. Phiipott. He was born in Plain Township
of Wood County, Ohio, February 8, 1861.

Most of hi.s youth was spent in Henry County,

and he gained an education from the public

schools. After his marriage in 1887 he started

life by purchasing forty acres in section 34 of

Damascus Township. That has been his home
ever since, now for nearly thirty years. He
has cleared up the land from the brush and
the woods, has fenced it, has drained all the

low places, and among other improvements
has a good orchard of fifty fruit trees. His
stock and grain barn is 36 by 50 feet, and he

and his family live in a comfortable seven-

room house.

In Damascus Township December 28, 1887,

he married Miss Marietta Anthony. She was
a loyal wife, a devoted mother, and found her

pleasure in doing good and in performing un-

selfish acts for her family and for all those

about her. She was especially interested in

the various societies and activities of the

Methodist Episcopal Church. She was one of

the charter members of that organization.

Mrs. Philpott was born in Damascus Town-
ship October 26, 1864, and the close of her life

came in the vicinity where she was bom and
reared on Augiist 3, 1915. She had been taken
ill and had been moved to the Toledo Hospital,

wliere her death occui-red. Her parents were
Daniel and Maiy A. (Quaintance) Anthony.
Her father was born in Pennsylvania, and
met and married his wife in Crawford County,
where she was born. In 1860 they came to

Henry Coiuity, and her mother died in Damas-
cus Township on the Anthony farm in 1872,

at the age of thirty-two. Mr. Anthony was
twice married after that, and with his third

wife he now lives in Findlay, Ohio. There
were five children by his first marriage and
four by the third.

Mr. Philpott properly takes pride in his

family of children. Edith was graduated in

Iftll as a trained nurse from the Flower Ho.s-

pital at Cleveland, and is now the wife of

Bruce Reid, a farmer in Damascus Township,
and they have two sons, Robert Bruce and

Eugene P. Frances M., who graduated from
liigh school in 1908, completed her couree as
a trained nurse in the Deaconess Nurse Train-
ing School at Grand Rapids, Michigan, with
the class of 1913, and is now in training at

the Sibley Hospital of Washington, D. C,
under the auspices of the Woman's Home
Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. Charles AValden, the oldest son, is a
graduate of the McClure High School and is

now taking a course in agriculture in the Ohio
State University. Jessie G. graduated from
high school in 1915 and is still at home with
her father. Thomas L. died when one j^ear

old. Kenneth D. is still pursuing his studies

in the grammar school. All the family are
members of the JlcClure Methodist Episcopal
Church, in which Mr. Philpott is trustee.

Politically he is a republican.

Ernest C. Rockwood, now living retired in

Bowling Green, was for many years success-

fully engaged in the business of farming in

Wood County, and still owns and superin-

tends his productive place in Plain Township.
The business has prospered through his man-
agement and the fruits of his work are a home
and happy family and a generous esteem paid
him by his fellow citizens.

Mr. Rockwood is a member of one of the old

and fine families of Wood County. He was
bom in Plain To^vnship June 11, 1875. His
grandparents were Giles C. and Laura (Wack)
Rockwood. His grandfather was born in Jef-

ferson County, New York, August 9, 1819, and
the grandmother was bom in Rutland, Ver-
mont, February 19, 1819. They were married
in Lorain County, Ohio, May 23, 1845. Some
years later they moved to the Black Swamp
region of Wood County locating on the Sand
Ridge Road in Plain Township. They secured

a part of the Carr estate, built and established

a home, and lived there in prosperity and com-
fort the rest of their days. Giles C. Rockwood
died in March, 1913, and his wife in February,
1911. They were members of the Spiritualist

Church and the grandfather Rockwood was a
republican but later changed his politics to the

democratic party.

Hoyt Rockwood, the first son and second
child of Giles C. Rockwood and wife, was born
at Penfield. Ohio, November 26, 1848, and
grew up on the old farm in Wood County.
His death occurred October 24, 1877, at the

age of twenty-nine. Though death came to

him early he had accomplished much and was
one of the leading young farmers of the
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county. On July 4, 1872, he married Lucia
H. Miehe, who was born in Toledo in 1853 and
died December 12, 1877, just six weeks after

her husband. She was the mother of two
children, William and Ernest. William died

July 3, 1893, at the age of twenty-one years

eight months and seven days, just after com-
pleting his education in the city high school.

Ernest C. Rockwood was two years old when
his parents died and he grew up in the home'
of his grandparents. He was educated in the

district schools and since leaving school has
applied himself successfully to the business of

farming. His farm comprises ninety acres, ten

acres being in native timber. The rest of it is

well improved with good buildings and is one

of the most valuable places in Wood County.
As a farmer Mr., Rockwood pursues the rota-

tion principle of cropping, and has kept up
the fertility of the soil by this method rather>-

than by the use of commercial fertilizers. His
plan of rotation has been successively corn,

oats, wheat and clover. His principal live

stock has been hogs. Part of his farm is now
under lease for oil development and there are
six producing oil wells. On leaving the fai-m

and taking up his home in Bowling Green, Mr.
Rockwood bought a comfortable place of nine
rooms at 316 South Main Street, where he and
his family now reside.

On October 3, 1896, at Charlotte, Michigan,
he man-ied Miss Pearl Wack. She was born
at Charlotte, Michigan, June 9, 1878, and was
reared and educated there. She is a daughter
of Leander and Viola (Morris) Wack. Her
father was born in Lorain County and her
mother in Morrow County, Ohio. They were
married at Hastings, Michigan, in 1876, and
the father spent the rest of his active career

as a farmer in that section of Michigan. He
died June 12, 1916. During the later part of
the Civil war he was a Union soldier, but es-

caped wounds or capture. He was active in

the Grand Army of the Republic and was a
republican in politics. Mrs. Wack is now liv-

ing at Bowling Green, at the age of sixty-nine,

and is still well preserved for a woman of her
years. She is active in the Congi-egational
Church. The Wack children were: Harold
and Eugene, of Chicago, both married; Mrs.
Rockwood; Mary, wife of Benjamin Faust, of
Battle Creek, iilichigan, and the mother of
eight sons and daughters; and IMarshia, the
wife of Guy Sikes, of Battle Creek, and they
have a son and daughter. Mr. and IMrs. Rock-
wood are the parents of two childi-en : Lucia
A., born July 1, 1898, is now a member of the

class of 1918 in the Bowling Green High
School, and Gerald William, born October 18,

1902, is still in the grade schools. The family
are members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church and Mr. Rockwood is affiliated with
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and in

polities is a republican.

Frank T. Dore. Of the names that are
most prominently associated with the activi-

ties of the Seneca County bar during the

past two or three decades that of Dore has
special significance. Undoubtedly one of the

ablest lawj'crs in all this section of Ohio
was the late William H. Dore, who died at

TiiBn after many years of practice on April
7, 1914. His partner and associate duriug
many years was his brother, Frank T. Dore,
who now continues the exceptionally large

volume of practice formerly handled by both
of them. Frank T. Dore, while devoted to the
law to the exclusion of most of the other in-

terests which usually claim the attention of
the successful lawyer, consented to enter pol-

itics and was elected and served as a member
of the State Senate in 1911-12. The family
has been identified with Tiffin for over fifty

years. Frank T. Dore was born at Tiffin July
9, 1874, a son of John and Catherine (Bres-
lin) Dore. Both parents were born in County
Kerry, Ireland, and the preceding genera-
tions all spent their lives in that country with
the exception of the maternal grandmother.
John Dore died in 1885 and his wife, who was
born February 22, 1837, is still living. They
were married at Tiffin. John Dore came to

Tiffin in 1852, was at fij-st a laboring man,
and finally invested his careful savings in a
small store and had developed it as a flourish-

ing business before his death. He and his wife
were Catholics and he reared his family in
the same faith. Politically he was a demo-
crat and at one time represented his ward in
the city council of Tiffin. Of their ten chil-

dren six are living: Mary, at home; R. L., as-

sistant general agent of the Clover Leaf Rail-

way, with headquarters at St. Louis; Mrs,
Edward Flynu, wife of a plumber at Tiffin;

Frank T. ; Charles G., in the auditing depart-
ment of the Overland Automobile Company
at Toledo; and Mrs. E. P. Simon, whose hus-
band is connected with Secor and Bell of
Toledo.

Frank T. Dore was educated in the public
schools at Tiffin, graduating from high school
in 1892. He took up the study of law under
his brother William, who had already at-
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tained an eminent place at the bar, and was
admitted to practice in October, 1895. He
at once became an associate with his brother

and the partnership was broken only by the

death of the elder Dore nearly twenty years

later.

]\Ir. Dore was married November 16, 1910,

to Miss Katheriue Boos, a native of Hunt-
ington, Indiana. Mrs. Dore finished her edu-

cation in St. Mary's College at Notre Dame,
Indiana. Two children have been born to

their marriage : Frank, Jr., born in 1912, and
Richard, born in August, 1914. The family

are members of St. ilary's Catholic Church
at Tiffin. Mr. Dore is a member of the

Knights of Columbvis and has served as ex-

alted ruler of Lodge No. 94, Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks. Politically he is

a democrat and was elected on that ticket to

the State Senate.

G. Scott Roos. To the duties and respon-

sibilities of the office of county treasurer of

Fulton County the people have called one of

the practical farmers, wide-awake business

men and public spirited citizens in the person
of G. Scott Roos.

Mr. Roos is a native of Fulton County and
was born in Chesterfield Township on Octo-

ber 18, 1875. It was in that locality that his

parents, George W. and Elizabeth (Tuuison)
Roos, spent so many years of their quiet and
industrious lives. His father was born at

Tarrytown, New York, and his mother in the

same state, but they were married in Fi;lton

County, Ohio. His father died January 22,

1908, and his mother, now resides at Wauseon.
The only son of his parents, G. Scott Roos

grew up in the wholesome atmosphere of the

farm. He attended the country schools, and
also the Morency High School. As soon as

his strength permitted he took an active share

in the labors of the farm, and after his

father's death he took entire charge, and he

was known as a successful and progressive

farmer before his name was widely associated

as a capable official. Mr. Roos still owns 180
acres in Chesterfield Township.

In 1894 he married Miss Ora B. Stutsman,
who was born in Fulton County October 7,

1876, a daughter of C. H. Stutsman. Mr. and
Mrs. Roos have been engaged in homemaking
for over twenty years, and in that time five

children were 'born into their household.
Those now living are: George S., in high
school; Harold S., in school; Eloise and Eve-
line. The family are members of the Christian

Church, and Mr. Roos has served as elder and
deacon. He is a member of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, of the Knights of

Pythias and of the Grange, and both he and
his wife are connected with the Order of Re-
bekahs and the P.ythian Sisters. He is a

past master of the local Grange. In politics

Mr. Roos is a republican and has accepted
many opportunities to serve his party. AVhile

'living on the farm he served as township
trustee and as a member of the School Board
of Chesterfield Township. After his election

to the office of county treasurer he removed
his home into Wauseon, where he now resides.

John H. Lincoln is one of that group of

enterprising business men who have not only

carried the responsibilities of one of the

most substantial towns of Northwest Ohio but
iiave done much to make Bowling Green a
center of continuing enlarging influence and
prosperity.

Mr. Lincoln is cashier of the Wood County
Savings Bank Company, a position he has
filled since 1912, and deserves much of the

credit for its magnificent growth and its

substantial resources. He is also president

of the Bowling Green -Commercial Club, of

which he was one of the founders.

The Wood County Savings Bauk Company
was organized in 1900. Its authorized cap-

ital was $80,000 and the paid in capital was
$40,000. In 1908 the capital was increased

to $50,000, the authorized capital being dou-

bled. The first president of this bank was
Myron L. Case, and he was succeeded by Mr.
E. M. Fries. The first cashier was J. W.
Underwood. The only two directors who
have seen continuous service from the incor-

poration of the bank ai'e Dr. J. C. Lincoln

and Dr. W. M. Tuller. The present officers

and directors of the bank are B. M. Fries,

W. M. Tuller, J. H. Lincoln, S. R. Case,

Frank Kabig, J. C. Lincoln, N. R. Harring-

ton, William R. Hopper, C. B. Eberly, A. C.

]\IeDonald and E. O. Sargent. According to

a statement issued in the spring of 1917 the

bank has total resources of $1,632,263.47. The
bank maintains surplus and a fund of undi-

vided profits more than the capital stock,

and these are the items most suggestive of

the bank's substantial character. The de-

posits now aggregate over $1,500,000.

John H. Lincoln was born in Bowling
Green January 3, 1874. He was educated in

the local schools and in 1897 graduated from
the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy. Be-
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fore going to that school and afterwards he
was associated with his father in the manage-
ment of the Lincoln Drag Business at Bowl-
ing Green and was active in tliat work until

he became connected with the bank.
The Bowling Green Commercial Club, of

which he is now president, was incorporated
in 1910, and he was the first president, the

office he has held to the present time. Mr.
Lincoln takes an active interest in everything
concerning the welfare and improvement of

Bowling Green. He is also treasurer of the

executive committee of the Wood County Re-
publican Organization. He is one of the

leading members of the Bowling Green Lodge
of Elks, is a member of Wood County Lodge
of JMasons, and Cliapter No. 157 at Bowl-
ing Green.

His father, Dr. J. C. Lincoln, now seventy-

three years of age, is prominent both as a
business man and as a physician at Bowling
Green, where he has been in active practice

since 1872. He founded and for many years

conducted a drug business in connection with
his practice. The Lincoln family are all

members of the Presbyterian Church.
John H. Lincoln was married in Wood

County to jMiss Effie DeHart, who was born
in Wood County. They have two children

:

Josephine and Virginia, both attending school.

Samuel S. Baker. For a period of years

going back beyond the recollection of most of

the old re.sidents, the name Baker has had a

prominent and influential place in business

affairs at Findlay. A son of the pioneer mer-
chant, Samuel S. Baker has had an extensive

experience in various lines of enterprise, in-

cluding newspaper work, and is now senior

partner of Baker & Hasler, proprietors of the

Model Steam Laundry on South Main Street.

A native of Hancock County, Samuel S.

Baker was born at Findlay October 28, 1862, a

son of K. S. and Sarah M. (Peck) Baker. His
father was one of the oldest and best known
merchants of Findlay, was in the boot and
shoe business, also a leather and hide dealer.

and he constructed the Turner Block, a well

known structure in the business district. The
Bakers are of English stock and have been
identified with this countiy for generations.

One of the family connections on that side

was Ethan Allen, the heroic leader of the

Green ^Mountain Boys in the Revdlntioii. ^li-.

Baker through his mother is a mMtnls.m nf

Samuel Peck, a pioneer Presbyterinii miiiisti'i'

and the first of his denomination to preach in

Hancock County. Samuel Peck had come to
this part of Northwest Ohio across the country
in the days before railroads, driving an ox
team.

Samuel S. Baker attended the public schools
at Findlay, including the high school, and at
the age of eighteen found work and steady
employment with his father in the boot and
shoe business. That employment continued
for two years, then he satisfied his zest for
adventure and had a year of far western ex-

perience. This year he spent in Butte City,

Montana, then the largest mining town in the
world, and rendezvous for outlaw and law
breaking characters from every section of the

world. Mr. Baker is too busy a man to in-

dulge in reminiscence freely, but liis intimate
friends have heard some interesting stories

from his lips concerning his experience in the
Far West. After returning to Findlay Mr.
Baker remained only a slidi-f tiiiip aiKl tlien

returned to Cincinnati to \\(iik \'i<r liis uncle,

Capt. George Crawford, who was an twten.sive

lumber merchant in tliat cit.y and in Ken-
tucky. For a year Mr. Baker worked as a
lumber grader. On returning to Findlay he
took up work as a nc\\s]iaiM'r man with 1lie

Jeffersonian, then iditri! Iiy .1. II. I'.aKiv. l-'or

twelve years he was ((innected wilh that jonr-

nal in various capacities and was finally its

general manager.
After leaving the Jeffersonian Mr. Baker

bought the Findlay Steam Laundry and had
the management of that as the sole proprietor
until March, 1913. Failing health then com-
pelled him to give i;p business for a time and
in recuperating he traveled a year in Canada.
After returning to Findlay Mr. Baker became
a.ssociated with Mr. Hasler in 1914, and to-

gether they established a new laundry, The
Model Steam Laundry. They installed every
appliance necessary for the highest grade
work, soon had a large business in their imme-
diate locality, and by hard work and enter-
prise they now have a custom extending over
most of the counties of Northwest Ohio.

Mr. Baker married Ella Stark, daughter
of Jacob and Louise (Hershey) Stark. The
Starks M-ere an old family of Wayne County,
Ohio. airs. Baker 's.father was a Union sol-

dier, served two terms as auditor of Wayne
County, and was long identified with politics
in that locality and was one of the most popu-
lar men in the county. i\Ir. and 5Irs. Baker
have one son, Jacob Stark Baker, who was
born in 1899 and is now doing his share in
the laundry business with his father. Mrs.
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is a member of the Episcopal Church.

Mr. Baker is a republican in national affairs

and is strictly independent in local matters.

His onlj'- fraternal connection is with the

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.

Hugh Hughes. This is a name which has

a distinctive place in the pioneer annals of

Wood County. The Hughes family has been
identified with this section of the state since

the forests were first cleared and the task of

improvement begun in the making of farms,

homes, towns and industries. While Mr.
Hugh Hughes was not an actual participant

in those early pioneer toils, he has spent about

sixty years here, and a few years ago he re-

tired from his excellent farm near Bowling
Green to live in a comfortable home in that

city, at 129 Reed Street.

Mr. Hughes was born at Milan, Ohio, Octo-

ber 23, 1855, a son of James and Anna (Evan)
Hughes. His pai-ents were both natives of

England, his father of Scotch ancestry and his

mother of Welsh. They grew up and married
in England and began life as farmers. The
children born in England were Sarah Ann,
James, Harriet and Rose. In 1853 this little

family party set sail from London and after

a voyage of three months landed in New York
City. From there they came west to Ohio,

locating at Abbots Bridge in Erie County,
then a new community. On arriving here

James Hughes was robbed of all his money the

first night.

About 1858 the parents of James Hughes,
James and Sarah (Batchelor) Plughes, fol-

lowed him to the United States and secured
sixty acres of land in Washington Township
of Wood County. The grandfather cleared

up and drained the land and made a good
home, in which he lived until his death, at the

age of seventy-five, while his widow survived
until the age of ninety-two. Both were active

members of the Episcopal Church, and grand-
father Hughes was a republican.

In 1856, when Hugh Hughes was but an
infant his parents left their home in Erie
County and came to Wood County. His fa-

ther was induced to make this change through
the influence of 'Sir. Berry Root. James
Hughes located in Plain Township and began
clearing up part of the Root farm. He soon
recognized the great opportunities that were
in stor6 for a man of industry and willingness
to work and he invested his meager capital in
forty acres of land. After clearing this up
he bought 120 acres more, went through the

same process on that land, subsequently

bought 135 acres and finally another tract of

40 acres. All of this he lived to see thoroughly
cleared, drained and converted into rich and
productive farms. James Hughes besides his

industry was distinguished for his progressive

spirit. He was very practical and in many
ways conservative, but he had the judgment
which enabled him to discern the good in new
things, particularly advanced improvements in

farm machinery. Thus it was that he usually

bought the first piece of machinery in his sec-

tion. He introduced the first sewing machine,

the first reaper, the first mower, the first self-

binder, and his success as a farmer and busi-

ness man shows that his judgment was seldom
misplaced. James Hughes was born July 26,

1819, and died December 30, 1898. His wife

was born November 8, 1839, and died January
26, 1895.

Mr. Hugh Hughes was the first of his par-

ents' children born in Ohio. He was the

sixth in order of birth of eighteen children,

seven sons and eleven daughters, all of whom
grew up and six of the sons and three of the

daughters are still living.

Mr. Hughes grew up on his father's farm
and from an early age became inured to hard
work. His father was known as the most
energetic man in the county, and for many
years he worked regularly from sixteen to

eighteen hoiirs a day. Thoiigh small in stature,

he was exceedingly muscular and was a bundle
of nervous energy. Thus Hugh Hughes was
well trained for a life of industry and has

made his success as a farmer and is now en-

joying the comforts and fruits of well spent

years. He still owns his farm property near
Bowling Green.

On ilay 24, 1876, in Toledo, he married i\Iiss

Catherine McCauley. Mrs. Hughes was born
in Perrysburg, Ohio, February 19, 1856, and
was reared and educated there. Opportunities

for the education of women were not abundant
during her youth, but her determined ambi-

iou enabled her to master many subjects which
were not taught in the schools she attended.

She is a daughter of Michael and Mary (Sher-

idan) McCauley. Her parents were natives of

Ireland, where they married, and were of

Catholic ancestry. After their mai'riage they

immediately set out for the United States, and
for a time lived at Boston, Massachusetts, with
his relatives and from there came to Perrys-

burg, Ohio. Some years later they moved to

Columbia County, Wisconsin, where her father

was a farmer eight years, and then returned to
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Perrysburg, Ohio, and late in life moved to

Toledo. Mr. McCanley died there December
6, 1904, in his seventy-fifth year, and his wife

passed away December 18, 1906, at the age
of seventy-three. Both were life long members
of the Catholic Church.
Mr. and Mrs. Hughes have only one child,

Harry E., who was born April 7, 1877. He
grew up in Wood County, was educated in

the common schools, and is now a successful

farmer. He married Fannie J. Lowell, who
was reared and educated in Wood County.
They have three children : Elaine, born Janu-
ary 22, 1901, and now a student in the Bowl-
ing Green High School; Harold Webster,
born September 19, 1903, and in the grade
school; and H. Henry, born Octolier 1, 1906,

and also in school. The Hughes family are

members of the Christian Church.

He.\th K. Cole. To his profession as a

lawyer Heath K. Cole brought talent, thor-

ough learning and understanding, and an in-

dustry that keeps him up to the highest tension

of liis powers in behalf of every interest en-

trusted to his charge. Mr. Cole has already
built up a successful practice as a member
of the Tiffin bar, though he is by no means
one of the seniors in practice in that city.

He was born at Republic, Ohio, September
16, 1880, a son of John L. and Maria (Platte)

Cole. His grandfather, Nathan Cole, was
born in Rehoboth, ilassachusetts, in 178.5, and
married IMaria Walker, a native of Tompkins
County, New York. Nathan Cole came West
to Michigan in 1836, and three years later

located in Seneca County, Ohio, on a farm,
where he spent his last years. Forty acres

of the land which he acquired nearly eighty
years ago is now owned by his grandson,
the Tiffin lawyer.

Mr. Cole 's maternal grandparents were Joel
M. and Rachel (Norton) Platte. They were
born in New York State and came to Ohio in

1833, locating on a farm, but ten years later

going to Republic, in which town they spent
their last years.

John L. Cole, who was one of a large fam-
ily of children, was born in Seneca County
February 4, 1820. ' He became a successful
lawyer and practiced for many years at Re-
public until his death on December 9, 1912.
He read law under George Seney. He was
not only an able lawyer but successful in a
business way. He held some local town offices

and was in every way entitled to the success
and esteem which followed him to the end.

He was a republican, a member of the Masonic
Order and he and his wife belonged to the
Baptist Church. He married Maria Platte
on October 9, 1876, at Republic. She was
born in Seneca County December 8, 1841, and
is still living. Heath K. Cole was the only
son. The daughter, Elsie L., is now the wife
of Mr. Loudenshlager, who is an engineer in
the packing plant at Bellevue, Ohio.
Heath K. Cole grew up in the Town of Re-

public, where his father was in active practice
as a lawyer, and attended local schools, grad-
uating from high school in 1895. He taught
school for a year or so and in 1897 entered
Heidelberg University at Tiffin and was
graduated Bachelor of Science in 1901. Dur-
ing 1902-03 he was superintendent of the
Republic schools and while there carried on
his law studies in the offices of McCauley &
Weller. He then entered the law department
of the Ohio State University and was grad-
uated LL. B. in 1905. After about li/o

years spent in Kansas Mr. Cole returned to

Ohio in June, 1907, and has since been gain-
ing reputation and a large business as a

lawyer at Tiffin. He has served as clerk of the
local election board, but has been too busy
as a lawyer to concern himself much with
practical politics.

On November 24, 1910, Mr. Cole married
Dora D. Dunn. She was born at Atlanta,
Illinois, daughter of William and Catherine
(Shaffner) Dunn. Mr. and Mrs. Cole have
one daughter, Anna Katherine, now two years
of age. They are active members of the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, in which :\Ir. Cole is

serving on the official board. He is affiliated

with the Masonic Order and the Junior Order
of United Amei'ican Mechanics and in poli-

tics is a republican.

William H. Frederick has spent the best
years of his long and useful life at Bowling
Green. Ample material possessions have been
his and it has been the ^greatest pleasure of
his declining years to help do good among
others, especially among the poor and unfort-
unate. His is a name that will stand long
in the memory and gratitude of this com-
munity.
He comes of old Holland ancestry and

Penn.sylvania families. His grandfather, Ja-
cob Frederick, was born in Pennsylvania,
grew up as a farmer in that state and married
a Pennsylvania girl. Upwards of a century
ago they came to Ohio, locating in Seneca
county, and secured a home in the midst of
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the unbroken forest near Adrian. The land

under his eiforts became a good farm, and
there Jacob and his wife spent their last years.

He was about eighty and she eighty-five when
death overtook them. They were early mem-
bers of the Dutch Reformed Church. All of

their children have long since passed away
and most of them were farmers in Seneca
County.
William Frederick, father of William H.,

was born in Pennsylvania in 1S12. He mar-
ried in Seneca County Elizabeth Freet. She
was a native of Pennsylvania and of ancestry

similar to that of her husband, her parents

having located in Ohio in early days. She
grew up at McCutehenville in Wyandot
County. After their marriage they located a

mile and a half north of Adi-iau, Ohio, and
had the simple comforts of a log cabin home
for some years. It was in that home that Wil-

liam H. Frederick was born May 3, 1846.

His first iusti-uction was received in the

old Kestener schoolhouse a mile and a half

from the family home. Every Sunday his

parents drove to the McCutehenville Re-

formed Church, three miles away, to attend

worship. His parents finally retired and
lived in the village of Adrian, where his father

died in 1864, while William H. was home on

a furlough from the army. The widowed
mother died some years later at Tiffin, Ohio.

William Frederick began voting as a whig
and was a republican before his death. Their

seven children all grew up and married, and
all had children of their own except William

H. Those now deceased were named Samuel.

Alice Ann, ]Margaret, Jacob, Calvin Z. and
Henry. Calvin was living at the Soldiers

Home in Sandusky at the time of his death.

Henry, who is a plaster contractor and lives

at New Philadelphia. The son Jacob was a

Union soldier. William H. is the only one

left.

William H. Frederick was still a boy when
the war broke out, and he did not reach his

ma,iority until after the war had closed. He
enlisted in Company D of the Forty-ninth

Ohio Infantry, under Colonel William Gibson.

Mr. Frederick says that no better colonel ever

drew a saber and he has an undying love and
respect for his old commander. The company
enlisted in 1862 and joined General "Pap"
Thomas' Command and was in the campaign
around Murfreesboro, later at Chattanooga,

Chickamauga and in other engagements.

While on the skirmish line Mr. Frederick was
shot through the left knee and on the spot

where he fell he was captured by the enemy.
He was kept in prison eleven days and was
then paroled with other wounded soldiers and
he recovered from his wound in a hospital at

Stephens, Alabama, and Nashville, Tennessee.

He was granted a furlough and returned home
just a week before his father died. He never
attempted to rejoin his command and was
finally given an honorable discharge and
mustered out at Columbus, Ohio.

After the war ilr. Frederick learned the

trade of plasterer and soon built up a large

business as a contractor. He was prosj^ered

in his own business affairs and his wife

brought him a comfortable fortune. A num-
ber of years ago they built a beautiful and
modern home of eleven rooms at 504 South
Main Street in Bowling Green, where Mr.
Frederick has lived retired. He is a stock-

holder and director in the Commercial Bank
of Bowling Green.
At Bowling Green he married Miss Maria

Hollington. She was boru on a farm near
Bowling Green January 26, 1852, and died

at San Diego, California, November 21, 1915.

They had gone West and she had been in

California only a week when her death oc-

eui-red. jMrs. Frederick was carefully reared

and educated and was the daughter of rich

and prominent people, Joseph and Elizabeth

(Lamb) Hollington. They were both born
in Ohio and were wealthy farmers in Wood
Countv. Her father died on one of his farms
in 1900. He was born March 28, 1822. Mrs.

Frederick's mother was born 'Slay 21, 1824,

and died in Bowling Green in June, 1906.

The Hollingtons were widely known over this

section of Ohio and Mr. Hollington was one

of the leaders in the republican party. He
was never ambitious to serve in public office

but he did much as a- stump speaker and
usually carried his point in any argument.

He went all over Wood County canvassing

and speaking in public for the courthouse.

The Hollingtons were members of the Meth-

odist Episcopal Church. I\Irs. Frederick had
one sister, Mary, who died unmarried. Mr.

and Mrs. Freredick had no children and they

used their means liberally for the benefit of

many poor and unfortunate people in this

community. Sirs. Frederick was a devoted

]\Iethodist and a regular attendant of that

church. Mr. Frederick is a republican and

is affiliated with Wiley Post, Grand Army
of the Republic. His faithful housekeeper

for the past seventeen years has been Mrs.

Marv Kraner.
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William J. Walker, iM. D., who was born
in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1869, moved with his

parents to a farm in Williams County when
seven years old, and has been numbered
among the successful physicians and surgeons
at Bryan for the past four years.

Before he became a doctor he was a school

teacher, and wherever the duties of the woi'ld

have called him he has given good account

of his time and talents. He is a son of sub-

stantial farming people, William and Jane
(Boyd) Walker. It was on the farm that he
learned his first lessons of nature and of the

moral responsibilities of manhood. He also

attended district school there, and acquired
more than a passing acquaintance with farm
work.

In the Fayette Normal School he prepared
himself for the work of teaching, ;iiid for sev-

eral years taught some of the country scliouls

of Williams County. He then entered Hiram
College, where he pursued the regular scien-

tific course and where he was graduated with
the degree Bachelor of Science. After leav-

ing college he taught again at Delta in Fulton
County and then entered the Detroit College

of Medicine, from which he received his de-

gree of JI. D. Since then Doctor Walker has

taken post-graduate courses in Chicago and
in Rochester, Minnesota, and has always
availed himself of the best literature and of

association with the ablest men in the pro-

fession.

For twelve years Doctor Walker practiced

at Farmer in Defiance County, then removed
to Sherwood, and four years ago established

his office at Brj-an. He is an active member
of the County and State Medical Societies and
the Amei'iean Medical Association, is a Lodge,
Chapter and Commandery Mason and also

belongs to the ilystic Shrine.

Doctor Walker married on June 12, 1917,

Corinne J. Silvers. B_v a former marriage
Doctor Walker is the father of two children.

Charlks a. Bowersox, advisory and con-

tributing editor of W^illiams County for this

publication, has been a resident of that county
all his life, and for many years has been
identified with many of its vital and impor-
tant interests.

He was born in St. Joseph Township, Wil-
liams County, October 16. 1846, a son of

John W. and Mary J. (Breckenridge) Bower-
sox. His father, who was born in Baltimore
County, Maryland, was of German ancestry,

a Lutheran, and in politics was first a whig

and fi-ee soiler but died a republican. His
wife, who was of Scotch-Irish ancestry, her
lineage being connected with the celebrated

Breckenridge family of Kentuckv', was born
not far from Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. The
parents were married at Taneytown, ]\Iaiy-

land, when the groom was twenty-two and
the bride twenty-one. Jolin W. Bowersox
died at the age of eighty-one years four
months, and his wife when about sixty years
of age. After their marriage they spent
seven years at North Industry, a village four
iniles south of Canton, Ohio, and then in

October, 1838, they removed by ox team to

St. Joseph Township in Williams County,
locating on a farm in the wilderness. On that

farm seven children were born. Altogether
there were eight in the famih', one dying in

infancy. The only survivors are Judge Bow-
ersox and his brother, who was a farmer dur-

ing his active career and was eighty years

of age on August 25, 1916. Judge Bowei'sox

now owns the farm where his parents located

nearly eighty years ago. His mother was a

Presbj-terian, but owing to location both par-

ents joined and died in the Church of the

United Brethren in Christ. Judge Bowersox'
oldest brother died as a minister in the Con-
gregational Church. One of his sisters was
twice married and had children by both

marriages. Another sister, who died Decem-
ber 30, 1916, at the age of seventy-five, never

married and spent her entire life on the farm
where she was born.

The first school attended by Charles A.
Bowersox was held in a log building in the

midst of the woods in Williams County. He
graduated from that school, and then taught

seven terms of countrj^ school. The meager
income from that work he supplemented by
teaching an occasional singing school. In
March, 1870, when nearly twenty-four years

of age he left the farm and entered Otterbein

University at Westerville, Ohio. He was
graduated in the classical course with the

degree A. B. in June. 187i, and three years

later was given the degi-ee Master of Arts.

In 1890 Mr. Bowersox was elected president

of Otterbein, but after holding that position

nominally for two years resigned. Wliile he

was too young to be a soldier in the Civil

war Mr. Bowersox is an honorary member
of the Thirty-eighth Ohio Infantry Volun-

teei-s, one of the best regiments in that war.

On August 17, 1874, soon after leaving

Otterbein, he became superiutendent of the

public schools of Edgerton, Ohio, and held
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that office two years. In February, 1875,

he was appointed one of the county school

examiners of Williams County, and officiated

in that capacity nearly two years. In June,

1875, he was nominated probate ji^dge of

Williams County, was elected in October and
served one tenn of three years. In the inter-

vals of a successful law practice and business

career Judge Bowersox has had numerous
public honors and responsibilities. In 1881

he was elected to the Ohio Legislature, serv-

ing one term. In the spring of 1884 he was
appointed common pleas judge to succeed

Judge Owen, who went vipon the supreme
bench and served until the election of his

successor. In 1907 he was again elected a
member of the Legislature for one term, and
declined renomination. In November, 1916,

he was chosen common pleas judge of Wil-

liams County for a term of six years, and
began the duties of his present position Jan-
uary 2, 1917.

In June, 1876, while serving as probate

judge, he removed to Bryan, the county seat

of Williams County, located about thirteen

miles from his birthplace, and has lived in

that city continuously to the jDresent time.

While probate judge he acted for one year

as .editor in chief of the Biyan Press. On
the* first of September, 1879, he began the

practice of law and his first partner was
Hon. E. Foster, a partnership that continued
until the death of Mr. Foster in the spring

of 1883. Mr. Bowei'sox then practiced alone

for a number of years and for fifteen years

was a partner with R. L. Starr. Again he

conducted an individual practice, and his last

formal partner was E. C. Peck, and they were
together until Mr. Peck was elected probate
judge.

Judge Bowersox has always been a republi-

can. He took part in every political cam-
paign beginning with 1876 until 1916, when
he was a candidate for his present office on

a non-partisan ticket. He has done much
active campaign work and has spoken in Ohio,

Indiana, Michigan and Illinois. Outside of

politics he has appeared frequently upon the

lecture platform, and has spoken on different

subjects and delivered addresses, memorial
and otherwise, both in Bryan and sun-ound-
ing counties. Judge Bowersox and son are

both Knight Templar Masons. In 1870 he
united with the Chuich of the LTnited Breth-

ren in Christ, and was educated in and grad-
uated from its oldest institution of learning.

However, in recent years he has affiliated

with the Presbyterian Church.
Judge Bowei-sox became connected with the

Farmers National Bank at Bryan in 1880,
was soon made a director and vice president,
and for the past twenty-seven years has been
its president. For the past ten years he has
lieen connected with and is president of the

Edon State Bank Company and the Edgertou
State Bank ComiDany, both in Williams Coun-
ty, and was president of the First National
Bank of Montpelier until he resigned. He is

also president of the Bruhs-Bowersox Land
and Lumber Company, has for a number of

years been vice president of the Stryker Boat-
Oar and Lumber Company, and is ^jresident

of Enos Taylor Boat and Barge Line, whicli

does business at Shawneetown, Illinois, but
maintains its offices at Stiyker, Ohio.

On June 10, 1875, in the village of Wester-
ville, the seat of Otterbein University, Judge
Bowersox married Laura A. Jarvis. Mrs.
Bowersox was graduated from Otterbein Uni-
versity in June, 1875. Her mother died at

Westerville. Her name was Lydia M. Jarvis.

Her father, Samuel Jarvis, who was a mer-
chant, on retiring from business spent the

last fourteen yeai-s of his life at the home
of his daughter, ]Mi's. Bowersox at Bryan.
Mi-s. Bowersox 's parents, her brother and an
.infant sister are buried in Otterbein ceme-
tery at Westerville. In that same cemetery
lie the remains of B. R, Hanby, author of

the war song "Darling Nellie Gray." I\Ir.

and Mrs. Jarvis were members of the Churcli

of the United Brethren in Christ. Mrs. Bow-
ersox is an amateur artist, has done mucli

painting, drawing and china painting, and
takes a keen interest in all matters of an
artistic nature.

Judge Bowersox has two children. His
son, Charles R. Bowersox, born March 28,

1886, is secretary and manager of the Bryan
Show Case Company at Bryan, Ohio. He
mai-ried Lenore Grant, daugliter of J. A. and
Alice Grant, her father being a banker at

Pioneer, Ohio. Judge Bowersox 's daughter
is Helene Bowersox, who is a graduate of the

liigh school at Brj-au, of the Frances Shimer
Boarding School at Mt. Carroll, Illinois, and
is now a junior, taking the general course

in the University of Wisconsin at Madison.

J. M. Smythe's work has been chiefly as a

railway telegrapher and agent, and for the

past fifteen years he has handled the l)usiness
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of the Pennsylvauia Railway Comijany at

Gibsonburg. Mr. Smythe has been diligent

and faithful to his company and at the same
time has proved a ii(i|)iil:if cili/ni :il i.'ilisdii-

bnrg and by his luisincss :iliilii y and fai-t and
diplomacy has served liotli the i;ouiiiuuii1y and
the railroad interests.

Mr. Sniytlie was born in Tiffin, Ohio, Octo-

ber 16, 1870, a son of John M. and Margaret
E. (Milliken) Smythe. His grandfathei-,

David Smythe, was a native of Pennsylvania,

followed the business of tanning in Philadel-

jihia for a number of years, Init finally located

ill Tiffin, Ohio, where he was an employee of

the Probate Court. Mr. Smythe 's maternal
grandfather. Joseph Milliken, spent all his life

in Pennsylvania and owned and operated a

tan yard at Loekhaven.
John M. Smythe and wife were both born in

Center County, Pennsylvania, and were mar-
ried ill that state. They afterwards removed
to Ohio and for a numlier df years he was in

the railroad serviee. Imt finallx- lionulit a farm

in Seneca ('(innty and lived un it until his

death. Tlis Iiard work enabled him to provide

a good liiinic for his family. He was a demo-
crat ill politics l)ut all his sons grew up to be
republicans. He and his wife were members
of the First Presbyterian Church at Tiffin.

Of their seven sons six are still living. Edgar
E., the oldest, now deceased, wa.s a A^ery suc-

cessful railroad man. He served as first

commercial and assistant general freight asrent

of the Frisco lines, afterwards was mMicfal

agent for the Kansas City Soufliein, and at

the time of hi.s death was vice pi-fsi. lent nl' llie

Missouri & North Arkansas Railway Com-
pany. Herbert J. was for a ninnlNM' nf years

connected with the Associated Press at I'itts-

hnrg, Pennsylvania, and is now a Chicago
newspaper man. The third oldest of the .sons

is J. M. Smjrthe. David Laird is a board of

trade man in Chicago. Reed M. is a lele^jrapli

operator with the Pennsvlvania ('<iiM|)anv at

Tiffin, Ohio. Robert M. is a fanner near
Tiffin, and Cliai'les D., the youngest of the
sons, is now eommereial agent of the Joplin
& Pittsburg Railway Company.

J. ]\r. Smythe grew up in and around Tiffin

and for a time attended high school in that
city. He began life on absolutely no capital

and not only had him.self to sup]»ii-t Imt f(ir

a number of years he supporteil liis; aued
grandmother. Some of his early e.\[)eriences

were as a farm laborer and as a farmer. At
the age of twenty-one he learned the art of

telegraphy, and became connected with the

railway company at Tiffin. He was promoted
from bill clerk to agent at Helena in San-
dusky County, subsef|uently was joint agent
at Carrothers, and in 1902 he was a.s.signed to

his present jinst at (iibsonburg as agent for

the Pennsylvania lines. This position has
given him sufficiency of business cares and
responsibilities, though he has also acquired
some interests in oil development in this sec-

tion of Ohio.

ilr. Smythe married Harriet Loveberry,
who was born at Helena in Sandusky County.
They have two son.s, Joseph Gordon, now in

the second year of high school: and John
Meredith, in tlie seventh grade of the local

schools. Tile raniilx a iv members of the Trin-

ity K\'an'4elieal Clnireh. Mr. Smythe is a

reputiliean, and while not an active partisan

he has found some opportunities to serve the

pulilic. welfare in his home town as a member
of the .school board and was president of the

board for eight years.

Henry S. Donzy. A man of sterling worth
and pronounced ability, the late Henry S.

Donzy was for many years closely identified

with the advancement of the agricultural bus-

iness interests of "Wood County. Whatever
he undertook he did well. He grew up here
when the country was partially wild and un-
improved, and found many opportunities to

engage his energy and time.

He was born in Bowling Green November
13, 1851, and died at his home in that city, at

324 South Grove Street, April 21, 1913, at the

age of sixty-three. He was a son of Peter F.

and Catherine (Marehand) Donzy, both of

whom were born near Paris, France, and of

old French stock and ancestry. They knew
each other as children and after they had
come to the United States, each alone and on
a sailing vessel, they renewed their acquain-
tance at Maumee, Ohio. Following their mar-
riage they located at Bowling Green, during
the '40s, and bought a small pi'operty on
East Woo.ster Street. While living in Bowling
Green the following children were born to

them: Fred, Julia, Louisa and Henry S. In
1854 the parents settled in the wilds of the
Black Swamp in Liberty Township of Wood
County. Peter Donzy bought there a tract

of eighty acres, and his purposefid energy and
determination cleared it up and made a fine

farm out of it. Other children were born at
the farm, named Susan, George, Charles and
one that died in infancy. Of this considera-
ble family the only two now living are Julia
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and Susan. The father died on the old farm
in Liberty Township. His widow subsequently

moved toBowling Green and lived in the home
of her son and daughter-in-law Mr. and Mrs.

Henry Donzy. Mrs. Donzy gave most care-

ful consideration to the comfort and welfare

of her mother-in-law and looked after her

every want until she passed away in 1915,

when nearly ninety-four yeai's of age.

The parents were reared as French Protes-

tants but after coming to Ohio they united

with the Rudolph Christian Church.

The late Henry S. Donzy grew up on his

father's farm in Liberty Township, and after

getting his education and announcing his de-

termination to start out in life for himself he

had as capital and equipment $75 dollars in

cash and a horse. Later he bought forty acres

of land, and this was subsequently sold as oil

property for four thousand dollars. Henry
S. Donzy was distinguished by his ability as

a land trader and farmer, and he bought and
sold manj' farms in this county. When he

retired to Bowling Green in 1900 he possessed

a good competency and after that he spent his

years looking after his private affairs. Mrs.

Donzj' still owns 160 acres in Liberty Town-
ship, this being a farm of excellent improve-

ments and substantial buildings. On coming
to Bowling Green Mr. Donzy bought a good
home at 324 South Grove Street, and took the

greatest pleasure in that home and its sur-

roundings the rest of his life.

At Rudolph on November 27, 1874, he mar-
ried Miss Sarah E. Wallace. Mrs. Donzy was
born in Ottawa County, Ohio, January 1, 1854,

and went with her parents about the close

of the Civil war to Liberty Township in

Wood County. She is the daughter of Wil-
liam L. and Mary C. (Willey) Wallace, her
father a native of Ottawa County, of Pennsjd-
vania parentage, and her mother born in Ger-
many and brought to this country by her fam-
ily when nine years of age. The Willeys also

located in Ottawa County, where her father

died and her mother spent her last years in

Wood County. William L. Wallace and wife
were active farmers in Wood County from the

close of the Civil war until they passed away,
and both were members of the Christian
Church.

Mrs. Donzy has two daughters. Faidella is

the wife of Charles C. Loomis, a prosperous
young farmer near Scotch Ridge in Wood
County. Sir. and Mrs. Loomis have three chil-

dren, Charles H., Ralph E. and Mary E. The
second daughter. Flora ilay, was, like her

sister, educated in the local high school at

Bowling Green and is now the wife of Clyde
L. Bishop. Mr. Bishop was born and reared
in Bowling Green and is now one of the firm
of Bishop Brothers, proprietors of a garage
and dealers in automobiles. Mr. and Mrs.
Bishop have no children. Mrs. Donzy and her
family are supporting members of the Chris-

tian Church.

D. S. Gottlieb, who was born at Tiffin

May 8, 1881, has made a striking business

success for a man of his years. He had the

ability to perceive opportunities and to make
the most of them, and he is now chief execu-

tive officer of the Seneca Glove and Mitten
Manufacturing Company, one of the impor-
tant corporations of Tiffin.

He started this business with small capital

and with practically no demand for the goods.

His working force included only a few girls.

B.V good .judgment he built up a trade that

demanded the output of his factory to the

limit, and as rapidly as possible has kept the

facilities of his factory growing to meet the

demand. The business has also had two .seri-

ous misfortunes. The flood of 1913 almost
destroyed the plant, and the second time a
fire visited the business with serious dis-

aster and inconvenience. The home of the

company is now on South Washington Street,

and the entire building is devoted to the man-
ufacture and handling of the business. A
large number of people are on the payroll,

and out of it all has come a considerable for-

tune to ilr. Gottlieb. Local bankers rate him
as one of the most substantial men financially

in Tiffin. He has recently begun the erection

of a fine home.
He is a son of Joseph and Bertha (Strieker)

Gottlieb. His father was born in Germany
and his mother in Cincinnati, and they came
from Cincinnati and located at Tiffin about

1875. The father was a traveling man in Cin-

cinnati and at Tiffin engaged in the clothing

business, but is now living retired. The
mother is deceased and of their two children

D. S. is the older, while his sister, Elsie, is the

wife of Joseph Strasburger, a dry goods mer-

chant at Albia, Iowa. The family are all mem-
bers of the Jewish Church.

D. S. Gottlieb was educated in the public

schools of Tiffin and his first business experi-

ence was in his father's store. He remained

there three years, then started the glove fac-

tory. The Seneca Glove and ilitten Manufac-

turing Company was organized in 1901, and
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Mr. Gottlieb is its secretary and treasurer,

while his father is president. The principal

output is workingmen's cotton gloves. These
are sold in nearly every town of the United
States.

Mr. Gottlieb married in 1913 Helen Kohn,
a native of Davenport, Iowa. Their two chil-

dren are David K. and Bertha Maxine. Mr.
Gottlieb is a member of the Lodge and Chapter
of jMasonry and also of Lodge No. 94, Benevo-
lent and Protective Order of Elks. Politi-

cally he is a democrat.

Judge Charles E. Scott. By his six years

of sei-vice on the bench and by more than
thirty-five years of active connection with the

Williams County bar Judge Charles E. Scott

has won a place of enviable prominence in

that section of Northwest Ohio. When he was
trying his first cases many years ago it was
observed that he not only manifested a tlior-

ough fidelity to his clients but also to the

ethics of his profession, and throughout his

career the dignity and responsibilitj^ of his

high calling have been one of his most dis-

tinguisliiug characteristics.

He is one of the native sons of Williams
County who have earned a high position in its

citizenship. He was born there, a son of Wil-
liam C. and Elizabeth (Millhouse) Scott. His
grandfather, Robert Scott, was a native of

Ireland and came to the United States in the

early days. William C. Scott, who was born
in Wayne County, Ohio, moved to Williams
County in 1865, and for many years combined
the occupation of farming witli that of veteri-

nary surgeon. He was a graduate of the To-

ronto College of Veterinary Surgeons. He
began his political life as a republican, but
after 1878 was afSliated with the democratic

party. His death occurred March 22, 1887,

while his widow survived him until June 18,

1910. They were the parents of five children.

One son. the late Robert A. Scott, died Sep-

tember 7, 1886, at the beginning of a very

promising career as a lawyer. He was a

graduate in law from the University of Michi-

gan, and was serving his third consecutive

term as prosecuting attorney when death

called him from his profession to the higher

bar.

Judge Charles B. Scott spent his boyhood
days on a farm. In the meantime he attended

the public schools, and at the age of seventeen

qualified for work as a teacher. By this oc-

cupation he paid part of his expenses in the

University of Michigan, where he studied
law. At the age of twentj'-one he gained
admission to the bar, on October 6, 1880, and
in 1881 he began practicing at Defiance. He
was there three years, and then became asso-
ciated with his brother at Bryan, under the
firm name of Scott & Scott. This partner-
ship was continued until the death of his
brotlier. He then assumed the large clientage
which the two brothers had built up, and in
1890 took in as a partner John H. Shrider.
That partnership continued nine years, until
1899. In 1900 Judge Scott formed a part-
nership with E. C. Peck, and they were to-

gether in practice until 1905. After that
Judge Scott practiced alone until he was ele-

vated to the bench.

Governor Harmon, on July 1, 1910, selected
Mr. Scott to fill a vacancy on the bench of
the Third Judicial District, due to the eleva-

tion of the incumlii'iii .iiiduv. .lohn M. Killets,

to the Federal lien, h li\ iiiipointmeut from
President Taft. -Ihmuv 's,(,tt served out the
appointed ti'nu df -ix iiMMitlis, and on Novem-
ber 8, 1910, wiis r,-ul;i,l.\ el,., .ted for the full

term of six yrais. His tcnu expired Decem-
ber 31, 1916. and as he had refused a renomi-
nation in August, he returned to private j^rac-

tice and carried with him a record of

impartial administration and a distinguished
ability in the judicial office.

In 1888 Judge Scott married Miss Sadie
Plank, who was born in Wooster in Waj'ne
County, Ohio, a daughter of Samuel and
Jlary Plank. ]\Irs. Scott is a gi-aduate of the

Bryan High School. They have one daugh-
tei'. Hazel M. Scott, who is also a graduate of
the Biyan High School and is now tlie wife
of Earl W. Sutterly, of Lansiim-. :\rirliinan.

Judge Scott is a Knight Tmiplai- Ala^m
and Shriner, and for years has bmi l^|H•l•ially

active in the interests of the Kniglits of Py-
thias, which he has served as past chancellor

in his lodge and as a member of the Grand
and Supreme Lodge of the state. He is also

a member of the Benevolent and Protective

Order of Elks. Before taking up his duties

on the bench Judge Scott was very active in

democratic politics, and his services have been
in much demand as a campaigner.

John Wilbue J.\cobt has been a member
of the legal profession in practice at Marion
for twenty years. While many law^-ers get

into politics almost as a matter of course,

Mr. Jacoby's interests have rather led him
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into business affairs and he is one of the

leading attorneys and business men of his

home city.

He was born in Richland Township of Ma-
rion County, Ohio, December 23, 1871, a son
of Michael and Catherine (Emery) Jaeoby.
Botli the Jaeoby and Emery families were
early nineteenth century pioneers in ilarion

County. Mr. Jaeoby 'a parents were both

bom in Richland Township. Mr. Jaeoby 's

great-great-grandfather was Bartholomew
Jaeoby, his great-grandfather was John Ja-

eoby, the grandfather was Michael Jaeoby,

Sr., and the father was Michael Jaeoby, Jr.,

who was born Alay 24, 1843. The John Jacobj'^

family came to Ohio about 1820 and settled

in the south part of Marion County. Their

previous home was near Redding, Pennsyl-

vania, and they were of German descent, com-

monly known as Pennsylvania Dutch.

John Wilbur Jacobj^ grew up on a farm,

was educated in the common schools, and
after reaching manhood he found means to

gain a liberal education. He was graduated

A. B. from the Ohio Wesleyan University

at Delaware in 1895 and in 1898 the Master
of Arts degree was conferred upon him by
his alma mater. In the meantime he had
attended Cincinnati Law School, where he

took his LL. B. degree in 1897.

Mr. Jaeoby began practice at Marion in

June, 1897. The twenty years since that

date have been filled with the interests and
activities of a successful lawyer. In 1902 he

formed a partnership with Hoke W. Donitheu
under the firm name of Jaeoby & Donithen,

which was a successful partnei-ship until it

was dissolved in 1912. Since then Mr. Ja-

eoby has been ijrar-ticins nlone at Marion.
Among l}usiii('ss intci-c^ls lir is vice presi-

dent of the :\larioii Savings I'.ank, vice pres-

ident of the Citizens Building and Loan
Company, president of the Economy Lumber
Company, and .secretary of the Marion Tire

and Rubber Company. He served as city

solicitor of Marion from 1899 to 1903 and
was a member of the city board of education

from 1907 to 1911. J\lr. Jacol)y is a demo-
crat.

His fraternal affiliations arc with the Ma-
sonic Order, the Benevolent and Protective

Order of Elks, the Knights of Pythias and
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He
has served as chancellor commander of Lodge
No. 51 of the Knights of Pythias, and as

exalted ruler of ilarion Lodge No. 32 Benev-
olent and Protective Order of Elks. He also

belongs to the ^Marion Chamber of Commerce
and is a member of the Methodist Church.
Mr. Jaeoby was married at Covington,

Kentucky, August 8, 1900, to Edna L. Bird,
daughter of Noah and Sarah Bird of Coving-
ton. They have two children : Wilbur Bird
Jaeoby, born July 16, 1903 ; and Robert Bird
Jaeoby, born July 2, 1906.

Karl P. Kobe. From early boyhood Karl
P. Kobe has been gifted musieally and his best

work and service have been rendered in con-

nection with music as a business and profes-

sion. His musicianship is of the highest type,

and he is both an instrumentalist and a eapa-
lile director. For a numlier of years Mr.
Kobe has been in the musical instrument busi-

ness and is now the active man of the firm

C. Kobe & Son, dealers in pianos, piano
players and phonographs, with a large and
well appointed store at 107 East Sandusky
Street in Findlay.

Karl P. Kobe was born at Findlay August
4. 1882, a son of Carl and Minnie (Pillwoek)

Kobe. His father was born in Saxony, Ger-

many, in 1853, and when about twenty years

of age came to America, locating at once in

Findlay. Here he found work as a ma.son

tender and in that learned the trade of brick

mason. After a time he took up contracting

and followed that business actively for four-

teen years. He was a contraetor when he

married and he provided for his family in

that work. He was also a talented musician,

and when opportunity offered he played in

the Bernard Orchestra. Another business

which he followed for ten years was the laun-

drj' business, and for six or eight years he

was in the wholesale and retail liquor business.

He finally sold out his interests to a brewing

company and continued as their agent. Karl

Kobe next entered the field of in.surance as

Findlay agent for the Home Life Insurance

Company of New York. He continued in that

line until 1907, when he- joined his son in the

present business.

Karl P. Kobe grew up at Findlay, attended

the common schools, and at the age of seven-

teen entered the Findlay Conservatory of

Music, wliere he concentrated all his time and

energies upon a musical education. He had

become proficient on several instruments as a

hoy, and in the conservatory he continued his

work with the cello, bass viol, tuba, Italian

harp, and in the study of harmony and eom-

po.sition. His principal instructor was the

eminent Prof. Leon Wineland. Mr. Kobe was
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a student in the Fiudlay Conservatory of

ilusic five years, graduating in 1903.
In the meantime during summer months he

had played in vaudeville at Reeve Park, hav-
ing the tuba and bass viol in the local orches-

tra. During l!103-04 he went on the road with
a minstrel company and traveled all over the
country. The company went as far west as

California, and he was with them giving high
class musical entertainments for two years.

Betuniing to Ohio lie located at Van Wert and
entered the factory of the Anderson Piano
Company. His purpose was to learn the liusi-

ness technically and from the business end.

and he served there from June, 1904, until

Januaiy, 1907. Among other accomplish-
ments he acquired an expert knowledge of

piano tuning. During the holiday season he
worked with tlie Whitney & Currier Com-
panv and B. 8. Porter Company at Findlay,
Ohio.

In 1907 he became a.s.sociated with his father

in the firm of C. Kobe & Son and they estab-

lished their piano salesrooms at 1 tiT Kast S;iiN

dusky Street. This business has L^rnun .nnl

prospered. Mr. Kobe. has manaunl (ln' Ikhisc

and his unusual unisical tal<'iits t;i\c him a

splendid advantage in i^rdnidtiim ilic proper
selection and sale of musical instrmiicnts. He
has also managed and coiMlinlcd ilie Kobe
Orchestra since 1911, and this (irchcstra fur-

nishes music for all the better class of social

affairs in Hancock and adjoining counties.

Pie also manages the ilajestic Theater Orclies-

tra. This firm handles tlie in.strnments of the

Henry Miller & Sons Piano Company, the

Mehlin, Haddorff & Becker Brothers pianos,

the Sonora phonograph and a large amount of

standard musical merchandise.
In 1912 at Fostoria, Ohio, Mr. Kobe married

Miss Clara E. flowery, daughter of David and
Mary D. S. Mowery. Her father was a gen-

eral merchant at Fostoria. Mr. and Mrs. Kobe
have one child, Carl Ervin, born November
13. 1914. In fraternal affairs Mr. Kobe i.s

active in the Independent Order of Odd Fel-

lows and the Knights of Pythias and has been
through all the chairs and representative to

the Grand Lodge of the latter order. He is a

member of the German Lutheran Church, is a
republican in national affairs and independent
locally. He has been successful in his busi-

ness and pi'ofession and that success has been
accompanied by a thorough public spirit which
makes him a factor in the progress of his lio^ne

city.

Benjamin F. James. For more than thirty
years Benjamin F. James has been a member
of the Wood County Bar and for more than
twenty-two years a member of the Toledo bar
and because of his professional connections
and public career is undoubtedly one of the
best known men in Northwest Ohio.
Of Welsh and English ancestry, he was

bom at Mount Gilead, Mon-ow County, Ohio,
April 30, 1863. His grandfather, Edmund
James, and his grandmother, Esther Gi-iffith,

were both born in Carmarthenshire, South
Wales, and about 1795 came to the United
States first locating in Cambria County,
Pennsylvania, later near Granville, Ohio, upon
the Welsh Hills. They subsequently removed
to Chesterville in what was then Knox County
but now Morrow County where Edmund
James followed farming; he and his wife were
splendid people, honest, industrious, active

church members and willing to co-operate
with every movement for the welfare of the
community. William D. James, father of
Bciijaniin, was one of their ten children, born
Dcccnil.cr 22, 1815; from this date it will be
seen that the James family has been identified

with Ohio for more than a century; William
became a farmer and stock dealer, was quite

prominent locally in politics, voting first as

a whig and subsequently as a repulilican being

a vigorous exponent of abolitinn piimiiilcs.

He was married to Sarah IMercdilh born in

]\Iorrow (then Knox) County, July 30, 1818,

the seventh of ten children whose parents
were William and Mary (Parmer) ileredith,

pioneers in Knox County. Both the Meredith
and Farmer families came from England, but
were of English and Welsh ancestiy. Wil-
liam D. James died May 13, 1875, and his

wife September 24, 1894, leaving ten children

of whom our subject was the 3^oungest.

Benjamin F. James, when a small boy,

entered the Chesterville High School and
thei'eafter continued his higher education in

the Ohio Wesleyan University at Delaware,

Denison TTniversity at Granville and the Uni-

versity of Chicago graduating as A. B. June
11, 1884. Upon leaving college he taught

Latin and Greek in Bardstown College, Ken-
tuck>-, and in Burlington College, Iowa, being

tendered the presidency of the latter college

but declined to enter Yale University. New
Haven, Connecticut, for post graduate and
law studies ; he received the degree of LL. B.

from the law department June 28, 1887. he

was admitted to the Ohio bar in October, 1887,
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was admitted to practice in the Federal Coui'ts

in 1890 and iu 1906 was admitted to the

United States Supreme Court upon recom-
mendation of Hon. liannis Taylor, the emi-

nent publicist and lawyer, who was United
States ^linister to Spain under the Cleveland

administration.

Besides his active law practice Mr. James
early became identified with politics; in 1-891

he was elected a member of the legislature

serving from 1891 to 1895 and secured the

enactment of the law authorizing a new court

house in "Wood Coiinty. In March, 1905, he

was appointed an attorney for the Spanish
Treaty Claims Commission upon the recom-
mendation of Senator J. B. Foraker of Ohio,

and Ex-Senator William E. Chandler of New
Hampshire, then chairman of the Spanish
Treaty Claims Commission; this commission
was created after the Spanish-American war
pursuant to the Treaty of Paris December 20,

1898, between the United States and Spain;

as attorney for the commission Mr. James
spent two seasons in Cuba in connection with

his official duties; he also \'isited Spain, but
resigned this position in 1907 to resume his

law practice iu Bowling Green and Toledo.

Mr. James owns one of the finest estates in

Bowling Green; it is situated on the highest

point in the city, if not in the entire county

;

his home is a modern commodious residence

surrounded with several acres of forest trees

and grounds that exemplify the finest art of

the landscape gardener; there may be found
one of the finest private libraries in the state

;

he is a thirty-second degree JIason; while in

the University he was a member of the Zeta

Psi Fraternity and while in the Yale Law
School was the founder of the Waite Chapter
of Phi Delta Phi. He was married September
4, 1901, at Washington, D. C, to Miss Myrtle
E. ]\IcElroy who was a daughter of the late

Hon. Joseph C. McElroy, captain of the

Eighteenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry; later

he was a member of the Ohio State Legislature

and from 1895 until his death in 1907 was
postmaster of the House of Representatives

in Washington.
In the practice of his profession Mr. James

has been unusually successful; his indefatig-

able industry and close application to his

cases have marked him as a lawyer who wins

;

his practice has been general covering all

lines of the law both in State and Federal
courts. He has been engaged in fifteen

murder cases and the successful results which
he achieved in the last three, the Neiswender,

the Willey and the Santimire cases, have
placed him in the front rank of lawyers in

Ohio.

Charles Rogers. This name brings up as-

sociations with early business history in Bowl-
ing Green and mention of a family that has
long been prominent in Northern Ohio, orig-

inally in the Western Reserve in old Trumbull
County, and also as early settlers of Wood
County. In colonial and later times the Rogers
family lived on Long Island. That was the

home of Lieutenant Joseph and Lydia (Lloyd)
Rogers. They were married there and soon

set out with wagon and team for the Ohio
Western Reseiwe. They were connected in

some way with the enterprise of General Hull
and located in Trumbull County. That was
prior to the War of 1812. They had a tract of

land through the middle of which ran a small

creek. Joseph Rogers bi;ilt a tannery on the

banks of that creek, and furnished leather for

the shoes used by the pioneers in that vicinity.

The cabins w-ere very few and far between
and he also carried his kit of tools and went
abpiit over the country making shoes. J\Iost of

his work at the trade was done in the winter
time, while the open seasons of the year were
spent in looking after his land. The old

Rogers farm in the days of military training

was a favorite rendezvous for the militiamen

and Joseph Rogers was very prominent as a
leader in the military and civic life of the com-
munity. He took part iu the War of 1812 and
served with the rank of first lieutenant. He
was a man of remarkable energy and intelli-

gence and was a natural leader of men. He
led a very active life and was ninety-three

when he passed away. For several years he
had been blind. He was one of the leading

whigs of Trumbull County and served both in

county and township offices. His wife died

many years before him and both were devout
Presbyterians.

In the eai'ly '50s Dr. Gilbert Rogers, a son

of Lieutenant Joseph, took up the practice of

medicine at Hayesville in Huron County, Ohio.

Not long afterward he was visited by his

father, who traveled on horseback, and
through the latter 's inducement Dr. Rogers
made a .journey into what was then the West,
to Bowling Green, which was a hamlet. In
this new country LieiTtenant Joseph bought a

considerable tract of land, perliaps half a mile

in length. This land is all now built over by
the City of Bowling Green and the original

tract runs from North Main Street back to
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Haskins Street. At tliat time it was almost
completely covered with timber or brush and
only two streets or thoroughfares passed it.

On his land some of the early AYood County
fairs were held. A lot now owned by Mrs.
Charles Rogers was the scene of some of these

fairs and many of the get-together meetings
and conventions were held in a grove of trees

on the same laud. A saud ridge is the chief

feature of the topograjih}- there.

After Dr. Gilbert Rogers had located on the

land his father returned home. Dr. Gilbert

Rogers practiced medicine in and around
Bowling Green for thirty years and then re-

tired, going out to Kansas. He was succeeded
in practice b.y Doctor ilauville. Doctor Man-
ville became associated with Charles Rogers,

the ynnimi'^t 'icii nf Lieutenant Joseph, in the

drug luisiiii'~s ,11 Bowling Green. Dr. Charles
Rogers hail jircviously been a general mer-
chant, and had come to Bowling Green when
a young uumai-ried man for the purpose of

joining his older brother, Doctor Gilbert.

Charles Rogers came to Bowling Green in

1856. He had a long and prosperous business

career and lived retired several years before

his death, which occurred March 23, 1891. In
the meantime he had turned his drug business

over to his sous, the Rogers Brothers, who still

conduct it.

Charles Rogers was born in Trumbull
County February 8, 1836, being the youngest
of a family of six sons and two daughters all

of whom grew up and all married and all are

now deceased.

On February 19, 1862, at Warren in Trum-
bull County, Charles Rogers married a neigh-

bor girl, iliss Mary il. Scovill. She was born
in Yienua Townsliip of Trumbull County ilay

6, 1840, and spent her early life in that section

of the old AYestern Reserve. Mrs. Rogers is

a daughter of Smith and Rachel (Bartholo-

mew) Scovill. The Bartholomews were a

prominent pioneer family of Vienna Township
of Trumbull County and her mother was a

daughter of Ira and Bodecia (Churchill)

Bartholomew, who were among the earliest ar-

rivals in Trumbull County. The Scovill fam-
ily located in Trumbull County just 100 years

ago, in 1817. Their first home was a cabin

by a spring in the beautiful Mahoning Valley,

not far from the present county seat of War-
ren.

The record of the Scovill family in the vari-

ous generations has been preserved and pub-
lished. Such of the record as pertains to the

direct lineage of Mrs. Rogers is given as fol-

lows. In 1666 John Scovill married Sarah
Barnes in Farmington, Connecticut. They
lived in Farmington until 1672, then moved
to Y'aterbury and in 1677 to Hadden, where
John Scovill died in 1712. His son, John Sco-
vill, Jr., was known as Sergeant John and had
a son, Lieutenant John, born in 1694. Lieu-
tenant John Scovill had a son Asa, born in

1732. Asa Scovill married Louise Warren
and of their seven children Obadiah, the
youngest, was born July 4, 1769. His wife,

Philamelia, was born in 1778. He afterwards
married a widow named Glazier. By the first

mari-iage there were nine children and six by
the second. In the second wife's children the

fourth born was Smith Scovill, who was born
January 22, 1815. Smith Scovill married for

his first wife Rachel Bartholomew on April

8, 1838. Their children were Mary M. Scovill

;

Mrs. Charles Rogers, born ilay 6, 1840;
George W. Scovill, born December 7, 1842;
and Martha B. B. Scovill, born August 24,

1848. Smith Scovill married July 27. 1854,

Julia A. Clark-, ami tln^ one i-liild nl' that union
was Frank II. Smvill. Wmai Krliniarv 'JG, 1858.

ilr. an.l :Mrs. Charb/s Rogrrs had three

children : Grace L., who died at the age of

sixteen ; and George and Clayton, who con-

duct the drug business founded by their

father and have a large and handsomely ap-

pointed store and are numliered among the

capable business leaders of the city. Both" the

sons are married but neither has children.

Mrs. Rogers gives dutiful attention to her
family. She is a well preserved woman in

mind and body and completely belies her

seventy-seven years. Her life has been a long

and useful one and has been filled with chari-

table deeds to a large community, by whom she

is greatly beloved.

John H. BEN>rEnoPF is one of the ablest

abstractors in Northwest Ohio and has been

identified with that business in Tiffin for over

thirty years. His business in handling real

estate and loans has in later years acquired

increasing impoi'tance and his judgment in

those matters has caused him to be entrusted

with making the investments of some large

financial coneei-ns as well as many indi\'iduals.

Mr. Bennehoff was born in Adams Township
of Seneca County, on the farm of his parents,

Solomon and Ann (Rader) Bennehoff. His
parents were born and married in Lehigh
County, Pennsylvania. Solomon Bennehoff,

who was born in 1807 and died in 1885, was
an expert wagon maker by trade. He could
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make aud finish a wagoii from tongue to end
gate, and he made many such vehicles in the

early days of Seneca County. He came to

Ohio in 1837, locating on a raw tract of land

in Adams Township of Seneca County. Be-

sides working at his trade he did the clear-

ing of a farm and for some years the family

lived in a log cabin. He and his wife were
active members of tlie Lutheran Church and
in politics he was a democrat and was several

times entrusted with local offices. He had
some pioneer experiences. He had crossed

the Allegheny Jlountains twice on horseback
and he brought his family to Seneca County
in an old fashioned prairie schooner. Before
his death he had developed a good farm. He
and his wife M-ere the parents of eight chil-

dren and John H. is the only one lining. The
latter had six brothers, and four of them grew
up to worthy and useful manhood and none
of them were addicted to bad habits in any
form.

Mr. John H. Bennehoff largely educated
himself through his work on the farm and as

a teacher. He attended the local schools, also

the Heidelberg College at Tiffin, and always
excelled in the study of mathematics. He
also took a business course in Cincinnati. For
twelve years Mr. Bennehoff was a successful

teacher. He is the product of that environ-

ment which has been made familiar through
many pioneer stories. As a boy he attended
his first school by walking li/. miles from home
to schoolhouse twice a day. Sluch of his studj-

was then by the light of an open fire in the
fireplace of the Bennehoff home.

Mr. Bennehoff first became widely known
in Seneca County when he was elected to the
office of county recorder. He held that oiSce

from January 1, 1882, to January 1, 1888.

While in office he became acquainted with
every land owner in the county and with the
location of every tract of land and thus gained
an authoritative knowledge which well qual-
ified him for his business as an abstractor.

In September. 1886, he copyrighted what is

known as "Abstractor's Aid and Digest to

Records of Real Estate," a system of abstract-
ing that has since been adopted in several
counties. For the past thirty years Mr.
Bennehoff has been entrusted with all the real

estate work of the Northwestern Life Insur-
ance Company in this part of Ohio, and has
also loaned large volumes of money for that
company. Mr. Bennehoff still owns the old
homestead which his father cleared up from
the wilderness.

On November 9, 1882, he married Ida Ann
Hensinger, a native of Seneca County and a
daughter of John Hensinger, one of the coun-
ty 's pioneers. Of the four children born to
their marriage two are living : Vinton Ai-thur
is a graduate of the Tiffin High School, com-
pleted his course in Heidelberg College in
1910, then studied law in the University of
^Michigan at Ann Arbor, and for the past four
years has been successfully engaged in prac-
tice at Tiffin. He repi^esents the National Se-
curity Company in several counties. Vinton
A. Bennehoff married Edna E. Gibson. Olton
Rader, the second sou, graduated with honor
in a class of 200 from the Annapolis Naval
Academy and thus he qualified for official

position in the United States Navy. He is

an ensign on the Battleship Kansas, United
States Navy. The family are active members
of the Reformed Church. Mr. Bennehoff has
filled all the offices in the lodge and encamp-
ment of the Independent Order of Odd Fel-
lows and is district deputy grand master.
Politically he has always been a useful and
influential democrat. He served on the city

council and for several years has been a mem-
ber of the board of education. A number of
years ago while county recorder Mr. Benne-
hoff was secretar,v and vice president of the
Recorders Association of Ohio.

W. S. Kimball. Since beginning practice
as a lawyer at Delphos fifteen years ago W. S.

Kimball has been rapidly accumulating the
wisdom of exj^erience and a successful busi-

ness. He is a hard worker in the law as he
was as a student before being admitted to

practice. He is a strictly self-made man, and
paid his own way while getting his education.

I\Ir. Kimball was born at Delphos, Ohio,
February 12, 1877, a son of E. E. and Ida
(Breese) Kimball. His people have been
identified with Ohio since earlj' times. His
grandfather, Stephen Kimball, was a native
of Boston, Massachusetts, and during the '30s

he was a soldier under General Jackson in the
Seminole Indian wars in Florida. He was a
pioneer farmer in Indiana, aud after retiring

from the farm he removed to Ohio, where he
spent his last years. J\Ir. Kimball's maternal
grandfather, William Breese, was born in

Delaware County, Ohio, and for many years
was agent for the Adams Express Company
at Delphos. He lost a leg in the sei-viee of

that company and afterwards was employed
as a watchman until his death. Mr. Kimball
is also great-grandson through his mother's
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line of James Alexander, wlio was another
early Ohio man and was superintendent of

construction on one of the divisions of the old

Ohio Canal. He afterward owned and op-
erated a string of canal boats and he lived

to the venerable age of ninety-one.

^. E. Kimball was born in Indiana while

his wife Ida Breese is a native of Delphos,
in which town they were married. Mr. E. E.
Kimball for many years has conducted a cigar

store at Delphos. He is an active democrat,

has sei'ved on the town council and is now
superintendent of the local cemetery. He and
his wife ai-e members of the Pi-esbyterian

Church. Of their three children W. S. is the

oldest. Charles is in the draying business at

Delphos, and Ora is employed by his father.

W. S. Kimball gxew up in Delphos, at-

tended the local schools, and early became
self-supporting. For four years he was in the

employ of the Clover Leaf Railway Company,
and through his earnings in that work he paid

the expenses of his law course in the Ohio
Northern University at Ada. Mr. Kimball
was admitted to the bar in 1901 and at once

began practice in his native city. Besides look-

ing after a substantial general law practice

he represents a number of old-line life insur-

ance companies. For four years Mr. Kimball
served as a memlier of the Board of Education
at Delphos. He is a democi-at, and he and
his wife are members of the Presbyterian,

Church. Mrs. Kimball is active in the church

societies and organizations.

On November 27, 1899, he married Miss

Edna Holliday. ]Mrs. Kimball was born in

Everett, Pennsylvania. They have two chil-

dren: Paul, aged sixteen, and Harold, aged

seven, both of whom are attending school.

George D. Kinder. Perhaps the dean of

Northwest Ohio's newspaper men is the ven-

erahle George D. Kinder of Putnam County.

Though in the eighty-first year of his age

Mv. Kinder is still going about diligent and

earnest in his duties as an editor. He learned

the art of typesetting in the years before

the war. He was a practical newspaper man
before hostilities broke out. He began pub-

lishing the Putnam County Sentinel just half

a century ago, and while he sold out and

gave up the business responsibilities con-

nected with the paper a number of years ago,

he still finds a congenial duty in working with

the paper in its editorial department.

Mr. Kinder was born at Franklin in War-
ren T'onntv, Ohio. He is a son of George and

Eliza Kinder, both of whom were born in
the year 1800, two years before Ohio was ad-
mitted to the Union. Mr. Kinder 's great-
great-grandfather was a gallant soldier in the
Revolutionary war, enlisting from Berks
County, Pennsylvania. His grandfather did
duty in the War of 1812. He enlisted in
Colonel Gano's regiment, the First Ohio, and
was in active service until that regiment was
surrendered at Detroit to General Hull.

George D. Kinder acquired his early edu-
cation in public schools and also took the
preparatory course in Antioch College at
Yellow Springs, Ohio. He went into a print-
ing office as an apprentice in the year 1851
and mastered the trade and grew old in its

application long before the introduction of
the modern linotype and other power machin-
ery. He worked as a journeyman printer
until 1861 and then became a newspaper
"broker." In this business he bought and
sold a number of newspapers, and finally in
1867 acquired a permanent connection when
he bought the Putnam County Sentinel. He
continued the publication and editorial man-
agement of this newspaper until 1900, but
then after a retirement of a few years found
time heavy on his hands and since 1906 has
again been connected with the editorial de-
partment. He did a very successful business
both with his newspaper and in the job print-

ing business.

Mr. Kinder is one of the contributors to

the permanent historical records of North-
west Ohio. He is author of the History of

Putnam County published a few years ago
by the B. F. Bowen & Company of Indian-
apolis, and has \\Titten and contributed many
local historical accounts to newspapei's and
other publications.

Mr. Kinder has also been active in business

and public affairs. From 1902 to 1906 he
was county treasurer of Putnam County, was
a member of the board of education four
years, and for the past twelve years has been
a member of the board of public affairs. He
has been connected as an official with loan
associations for the past twenty years. Mr.
Kinder is a stanch and sterling democrat, and
again and again has had a place on state, con-

gi'essional, senatorial and county committees.

He is a member of the JIasonic Lodge and has
attained the Knight Templar degree in 'that

order, belongs to the Putnam Club, and to

a number of other social organizations.

In February, 1869, he married Miss Zella

Goi-don, daughter of Judge John H. Gordon.
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Mrs. Kinder has been active both at home
and in her church and has active membership
in the woman's clubs of her home city. Mr.

Kinder has one daughter, Zella D. Kinder,

who married J. C. Shemei-, now a resident of

Findlay, Ohio.- His only son, Gordon D.

Kinder, a gi-aduate of the Ohio State Uni-

versity, is a successful lawyer now practicing

at Martin's Ferry in Belmont County, Ohio.

0. F. Van Osdale has been a resident and
business man of Toledo for the past twenty-

two years, and is now manager of the Toledo

office of the Stein Brothers Manufacturing
Company of Williamsport, Pennsylvania, a

firm whose goods have had a remarkable vogiie

and have become widely known as the "Stein-

made" trou.sers and knickerbockers.

Mr. Van Osdale has had a wide and compe-
tent business experience. He is a native of

Ohio, born April 28, 1857, in Ashland County.

He was the only son and child of Simon B.

Van Osdale, also a native of Ohio. His father

was a contractor and builder, and in the early

days he did much to build up West Salem,

Oliio, now a thri\nng village. At the opening

of the Civil war he enlisted in Company C
of the One Hundred and Second Ohio Volun-
teer Infantry, and served faithfully and went
through all the hardships of a soldier for two
years. He was finally stricken with the small-

pox and died while still in the army.
0. F. Van Osdale was a very small boy when

his father died, and his opportunities were
somewhat limited owing to being deprived of

a father's care. He attended the public

schools at Lodi, Ohio, and in 1876, graduated
from the Lodi Academy.
For five years Mr. Van Osdale was in the

piano and organ biisiness at West Salem. Ohio.

From that he went into the line of salesman-

ship which has chiefly occupied his time and
attention ever since. He went on the road as

traveling representative of a large men's fur-

nishing goods house at Cleveland, and dis-

tributed their goods for six years. He then
went with the W. H. Lyon & Company as

traveling salesman, and covered the territory

of Ohio, Indiana and Michigan for seven
years. Twenty-two years ago he came to

Toledo and became connected with an old

established wholesale notion house and helped
maintain the prestige of that firm six years.

For many years Mr. Van Osdale has' been
manufacturer's agent for the Stein Brothers
Manufacturing Company of Williamsport.
and has made the Toledo office one of the most

important in volume of trade maintained by
that company.

Mr. Van Osdale is a member of St. Paul's
Methodist Episcopal Church of Toledo. Po-
litically he is a republican. In 1878 he mar-
ried at West Salem, Ohio, Miss Evelyn Elgin.

They have two children: Clinton G. and
Florence W. The daughter is now married
and the son is "connected with the Toledo
Transfer Company.

Mark T. Heminger has been one of the
leading merchants of North Baltimore for the

past fifteen years, and his entire life has been
characterized by industry and straightforward
relations that commend him to the confidence

of a large community either as a business man
or citizen.

Mr. Heminger was born on the line between
Hancock and Wood counties August 26, 1855.

He grew up there, was educated in the com-
mon schools and has spent practically all his

life in these two counties.

His parents were Frederick and Barbara
A. (Young) Heminger, both of whom were
natives of Stark County, Ohio, and of Penn-
sylvania parentage. The grandfather, George
Heminger, went to Stark County and estab-

lished a distilling business and became a
wealthy man, being considered the most pros-

perous citizen in Pike Township. . He died
there at the age of ninety-four. He was twice
married, having twelve children by the first

wife and five by the second. Nearly all of
these grew up and married, and all are now
deceased. Frederick Heminger became a
farmer in Stark Countj% and some years after

his marriage moved to Hancock County, where
he rented land on Blanehard River for some
years. He finally bought a tract of practically

unimproved soil in Allen Township, and as

the result of years of trial and effort he made
a splendid farm and home there. The mother
of his children died in 1875, at the age of

sixt.v-two. He was twice married after that,

divorcing one wife, while the other lived to be
sixty-two. Frederick Heminger died in No-
vember, 1895, in his eighty-fourth year. He
was born February 22, 1812. He and his wife
were active members of the United Brethren
Church, and in polities he was a republican.

Of his twelve children, nine sons and three
daughters, three of the sons and all the daugh-
ters are still living. One son, Jonas, enlisted

in the Union army early in the war and was
killed at the battle of Stone Rivei-. His re-

mains rest on that noted battlefield. Two



HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO 2039

other brothei's, John and George, were also

soldiers. John was woiinded in the right arm,
but returned home and afterward married.
George was out only six months diiring the
close of the war. The husbands of all the three

daughters were likewise soldiers.

In the family of twelve Mark T. Heminger
was the tenth child and the youngest of those

now living. He grew up on his father 's farm,
learned the carpenter's trade, and followed

these vocations actively until February, 1902,

when he came to Nortli Baltimore and engaged
in the grocery business. He now has a large

store, stocked with all the staple merchandise
needed for the extensive community that trade
with him.

In Wood County Mr. Heminger married
Miss Salome E. Ebersole. She was born in

Pennsylvania August 20, 1861, received most
of her education there, and at the age of foux*-

teen came with her parents to Henry Town-
ship of Wood County, where she lived on a

farm until her marriage. Her parents, Sam-
uel and Mary (Barber) Ebersole, were natives

of Pennsylvania, but spent most of their active

lives in Wood County, Ohio. Her father died

at the age of seventy-five and her mother at

eighty-four. Mr. and Mrs. Heminger have
one son, Irwin 0. He was born November
7, 1882. was educated in the common and high
schools, and at the age of twenty became asso-

ciated with his father in business at North Bal-

timore, and now handles the more active re-

sponsibilities of the store. He married Mollie

Baker, a native of Canada but reared and edu-

cated in Wood County. They have two young
sons, Jack and Ned. The family are all active

members of the United Brethren Church. Mr.
Heminger and his son are affiliated with the

Woodmen of the World and both are repub-
lican voters.

H. L. Wenner, M. D. It was over thirty

years ago that Doctor Wenner began practice

as a physician and surgeon in Tiffin, While
he has covered the general field of medicine,

his services have been more and more in de-

mand along the line of surgery. He ranks as

one of the steadiest and surest men in surgery
in Northwest Ohio. His reputation is by no
means confined to Seneca County. For a

number of years Doctor Wenner has per-

formed most of his work in Mercy Hospital
at Tiffin.

He was bom at Tiffin September 19, 1861,

a son of Edward and Susan (Thompson) Wen-
ner. His father was born in Lehigh County,

Pennsylvania, and his mother in New York
State and they were married at Delphos, Ohio.
Edward Wenner came to Ohio at the age of
fifteen. He was then a boy on his own re-
sources. His trade was that of tailor and he
worked along that line in Delphos, Republic
and Tiffin, coming to the latter city in the
early '40s as a pioneer. He was quite a suc-
cessful man. Edward Wenner was a son
of William Wenner, a native of Pennsylva-
nia, while the great-grandfather was born
in Germany. Edward Wenner and wife were
members of the Baptist Church, he was a
republican in politics and was affiliated with
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.

Doctor Wenner, the only survivor of three
children, attended the Tiffin public schools,
graduating from high school in 1879. He then
entered th€ Western Reserve Medical College
at Cleveland, from which he graduated M.
D. in 1882. Doctor Wenner did his first prac-
tice at McCutchenville and Arcadia, but in
1884 removed to Tiffin, in wliich city he has
been steadily engaged in his professional work
ever since. Almost from the first he showed
special ability in surgery. He had been in-

structed in that science under Doctor Scott
of Cleveland, and for some time was associ-

ated with the eminent Dr. A. B. Hovey, a
prominent surgeon of Tiffin.

On October 26, 1886, Doctor Wenner mar-
ried Emma Huss, who was born at Tiffin,

daughter of George and Mary Ann (Tomb)
Huss. Her parents were early settlers of Tif-
fin, where her father kept a book and sta-

tionery store. Doctor and Mrs. Wenner have
two children. Dr. H. L. Wenner, Jr., at-

tended Heidelberg College at Tiffin, graduat-
ing in science, and took his medical course
in the University of Michigan, where he was
graduated M. D. in 1914. For the past three
years he has been an interne in a hospital in

New York City, and is building up a repu-
tation among the younger medical men and
surgeons there. He is first lieutenant in the
Medical Reserve Corps, United States army,
and now in service. Marjorie, the only daugh-
ter, is the wife of Roswell F. Machamer, of
Tiffin, but now a student in the Western Re-
serve Medical College.

Doctor Wenner is a member of the Baptist
Church and his wife is a Methodist. He has
long been active in the Junior Order of United
American Mechanics and for the past twenty-
five years has served as state treasurer. He
is also affiliated with the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows and Knights of Pythias and
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in politics is a republican. He was an elector

from the Thirteenth District when Mr. Mc-
Kinley was a candidate for president. He has

also served as president of the Tiffin School

Board.

Newhard Beotheks Company op Cveey,

Incorporated, is the oldest and largest men 's

furnishing and clothing store of that city.

The constituent members of the company at

present are Jay P. Newhard, president of the

company, and his brother Winfield J. New-

hard, secretary and treasurer.

They are sons of Jacob and Matilda

(Bixby) Newhard. Their great-gTaudiather,

Jacob Newhard, came out of Baden Baden,

Germany, and settled at AUentown, Pennsyl-

vania, in 1754. The grandfather, also Jacob

Newhard, was a captain in the American

army in the War of 1812. Jacob Newhard,

father of Newhard Brothers, was a success-

ful merchant at Carey for a number of years,

and at tirst worked as salesman for Dow &
Schwartz, later for D. Straw, and still later

for H. B. Kurtz, and in 1886 entered busi-

ness for himself, which he continued until his

death in 1889 and was then succeeded by his

sons.

Jay P. Newhard was born at Carey, Aprd

12, 1858, while his brother Winfield J. was

born September 15, 1869. They were of a

family of eight children, sis sous and two

daughters. Both the boys received their edu-

cation in the Carey public schools.

Jay P. Newhard left school at the age of

fifteen and began work as clerk and general

hustler in the Amos Bixley clothing store. He
remained there seven or eight years, then went

south to Dallas, Texas, and was a salesman in

the great merchandise establishment of San-

ger Brothers for two years. Returning to

Ohio, he worked for C. J. Yengling as sales-

man at Tiffin for six years. He then returned

to Carey and was in his father's store several

years, until he and his brother succeeded to

the business. Both brothers had a thorough

apprenticeship as clerks before they became

independent business men. They have a large

and well equipped store and supply the stand-

ard demands for clothing and men's furnish-

ings over a wide territory.

Jay P. Newhard married Alice Shuman,

and they have two daughters and one son:

Leta married William D. Pierce and they

have two children, William and Perces : Clara

married Dr. 0. M. Randal and they have one

ohild. Brooks N. ; Jay P. Jr. is at school. Win-

field J. Newhard married in 1893 Delia Heb-
l)ermau and they have one child, John, attend-
ing school.

The brothers are active members of the
English Lutheran Church, are republicans in

politics, have attained the thirty-second de-

gree in Scottish Rite Masonry and are men of

affairs in the community, giving their sup-
port generously and liberally to every worthy
cause.

Capt. Morris Rees. In contemplating the

careers of men who have won meritorious suc-

cess in various lines of activity, it has been
frequently found that a man who has followed

the pursuits of agriculture during the forma-
tive and active years of his life, makes a de-

cidedly useful and helpful citizen when he is

able to retire from these labors and devote
himself to a consideration of civic affairs.

His long hours alone, following the plow and
reaping the harvest that his hands have
planted and developed, teach him many things

unknown to the man who has passed his life

in the busy marts. Hours of contemplation of

nature and study of her lessons, fit the farmer
for conservative, consecutive action when he

is called upon to discharge the duties of public

office or to assume control of industrial or com-
mercial enterprises, and his success in the field

of agriculture gives him standing in a com-

munity where prosperity and advancement
depend upon the progress of the tillers of the

soil. At any rate, it is found that Capt.

Morris Rees is one whose standing and useful-

ness in the community of Pemberville would
seem to indicate that the successful retired

farmer is a desirable asset. The repository of

large interests, the owner of a handsome for-

tune won by his own hands, and a veteran of

the Civil war, in which he attained promotion

and made a splendid record, he is now, in the

evening of life, one of the foremost men of his

community, a citizen widely respected and a

man depended upon to take a leading part in

progressive movements.
Captain Rees was born in 1838, in Morrow

County, Ohio, a son of David and Anna
(Morris) Rees. He is of Welsh stock, andhis

paternal grandfather was Rev. Theophilus

Rees, a Welsh Baptist preacher, who came to

the United States after his marriage, and had

a parish at Baltimore, Maryland, where he

died one year later. In this connection the

following letter, now in the possession of his

grandson, may prove of interest. It was writ-

ten to Rev. Mr. Rees by his brother, John, and
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sister, Ann Thomas, from London, England,
bears the date of September 6, 1796, and is

addressed to Mr. Theophilus Rees, At Mr.
Owen Jones, Chandler, Rosewell Street, New
York, America. It is as follows: "Dear
Brother—It was with much J03- and content-

ment of mind to myself and to my wife and
daughters that I received your letter. We
were glad to hear that you passed safely over
the sea, and that you love the new world, and
a new world indeed it is to you. I understand
from the Apostle that there are more worlds
than one, but I don't understand their locality.

I have no particular news to send you this

time. The things from Wales which are of

interest to you are contained in the letter of

Mr. Samuel Thomas, of Carmenthen. There
are no news or changes here that will be

worth while writing about. The price of

bread has been reduced to one-half of its

former amount. A fifteen-penny loaf can now
be had for seven pence half penny. This is

'good news' to the poor. There is a great

abundance of grain here, there being the new
crops ; besides what is upoii the river in over a

hundred .ships from Spain, etc. The loaf

oi:ght to be sold for five pence, if .pistice had
its due. It gives me a great deal of pleasure

to hear that yoii think so much of your coun-

try. I hope that you will not be disappointed

in your expectations. It is impossible for you
to know much about it yet. You must beat a

great deal upon those roots in the wilderness

before you shall eat bread from bread of your

own raising. There is a rumor here that the

French are going into Ireland, but I do not

think that it is true. Tliere are great prepara-

tions being made here for war. Twelve hun-

dred men are raised for Pity ^Militia and eight

guineas are given tlioni liefore their service is

commenced. They will enlist many, because

work is very scarce here. One thing more I

wish you to know—there are a great many of

the jews here coming to believe in Jesus

Christ. They sent messengers and letters ask-

ing to be received into our chapel, Zion

Chapel. So many assembled there, according

to some, 15,000 and others 20.000, that there

was no room for half of them. The Jews went

into the house over ladders through the win-

dows, and others came out lest they should be

smothered. There were three preachers out-

side. A young man, an apprentice to a book-

seller in the city, was preaching to them. His

text was in Genesis 22:18. Evan Jones and

Hannah Thomas wish you success in every-

thing you may imdertake to do. Do not delay

long before writing again, after knowing the
country better and making your home in your
new place. I and my wife and my three
daughters wish to send our love and good will

to you and yours. It is not profitable to
write things that are not necessary. Solomon
says: 'He that refraineth his lips is wise.'

So much from your kindest brother and your
sister, John Rees and Ann Thomas."
Some time after the death of Rev. Theo-

philus Rees, his widow and her family came to

the Welsh Hills, Granville, Licking County,
Ohio, where the widow married Deacon Ben-
jamin Jones, a Welshman and moved to Mor-
row County. At tliat time, David Rees, father
of Capt. Morris Rees, was about of age, and
shortly thereafter married a Licking County
girl, in Morrow County, Anna Morris, who
was a daughter of Morris Morris, a Welshman
who lived for some years in Morrow County,
where he died in middle life. He was a deacon
in the Baptist Church. Mr. Morris' widow
lived to advanced years and died at the home
of her dauuIitriN in Wood County. In 1853
David and .\iiii,i ';Miirris) Rees and their

children came to Wood County with a colony
of Morrow County Baptist Church people,

all .settling around what is now known as

the old iladison Baptist Church, in Freedom
Township. Because of the interest attaching

to this old place of worship, and because Cap-
tain Rees' parents played an important part
in its establishment, the following is quoted
from a paper read by the Captain at a "watch-
meeting" held at this church, at Ladd Ridge.

December 31, 1900, as quoted in the Pember-
ville Leader: "The fir.st road through this

neighborhood was cut out and used by Har-
rison's arm.y. It was as straight as a bee-line

from Fort Seneca—now called Old Fort—on

the Sandusky River about half way between
Tiffin—then called Fort Ball—to Fremont, or

Lower Sandusky, as it was then called. The
road came through this neighborhood, cross-

ing Sugar Creek near the :\Iaple Grove school-

house. Kohler's house is on the old trail. It

crossed near Thomas Morgan's place over the

ridge on Ladd's; crossed the Wood County
line near the bridge south of Kohler's mill;

crossed the Portage River near Henry Hoodie-

brink's house at Pemberville: crossed the west

branch near Doctor Brown's place, and then

went straight on to Fort Meigs at Perrysburg.

My father, David Rees, passed over that road

I don't know how often, hauling supplies to

the soldiers. He used oxen and sleds and had
mostly flour. The soldiers would eat the oxen
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and load, (everything except, perhaps, the sled

and yoke) then the teamsters would go back

on foot through the woods to Zanesville or

C'hillicothe for another load. One of the first

to settle here was Samuel ]\Iyei's who took up
a quai'ter-section on the old trail in 183i. He
came on foot and brought his wife on a horse

from near Lancaster in 1835. There were
some hunters and trappers here then, and one

of them, named Dowhower, lived in a shanty
not far awaj-. One Sunday after ilyers had a
patch of wheat growing he saw a deer feeding

iipon it. He ran for Dowhower to come with

his gun and shoot it; but Dowhower said he
nevep took his gun out on Sunday. The first

schoolhouse was built on this trail on Whit-
nej''s place, then Myers' quartei'-seetion. It

was in that log schoolhouse that this iladison

Baptist Church was organized with a member-
ship of nineteen. It was then called the Free-

dom and Madison Baptist Church. It was
organized and recognized as such on the 7th

day of October, 1857. Names of members:
David, Evan, Morris, Ann and Sarah Rees;

John, Eliza, Hannah and Caroline Peoples;

Thomas and Margaret Griffith; Eliza and
Sarah Ann Ladd; Susan Chamblin; Hannah
Jones: Martha Oglevie; Esther Ha.yden and
Hannah Burnes. To bring this organization

about, we find that on the 9th day of March,
1857, the brethren and sisters met at David
Peoples' house and organized a church con-

ference, and appointed the Rev. David Camp-
bell, moderator; Elias Lloyd, clerk; brethren,

David Rees. John Peoples, Evan Rees and
Elias Lloyd ; sisters, Anne Rees, Elizabeth

Peoples, Sarah Rees, Hannah Peoples, Eliza

Ladd, Susan Chamblin and Hannah Jones.

At this meeting David Rees was elected dea-

con. At a meeting lield August 4 we find

four more joining, ilay 30 two more, and the

first to be received by baptism was Elizabeth

Ladd, afterwards the wife of ilorris Rees. At
the meeting of June 27, Morris Rees and
Caroline Peoples were received and baptized,

and at the meeting of May 30, Evan Rees was
elected clerk. August 22 a resolution was
passed to call a council to advise as to the

propriety of being organized as a regular

Baptist Church, whereupon the clerk was
ordered to write letters of invitation to the

following churches to send pastors and dele-

gates to sit with them in council on the 7th

day of October, 1857 : Amanda Church, Find-
lay; Jackson, Liberty and West ^Millgrove.

October 7th the council organized, witla David
Campbell, moderator, and Reverend Barber,

clerk. Our articles of faith and church cove-

nant were read by the council, and they then
went out and sat on a log in the woods to hold
the council. Our covenant and what we had
done was approved and we were constituted

and recognized as a regular Baptist Church.
Thus we find this little band of nineteen

started on the road of churches. * * *

"

David Rees and his worthy wife succeeded
in the clearing of their land and in the estab-

lishment of a good home, and here rounded
out their lives in the pursuits of agi-ieultui'e,

Mr. Rees living to the age of ninety-six years

and his wife dying when seventy-one years of

age. During the period of the Civil war Mr.
Rees was a strong Abolitionist and L'nion man,
and maintained a station of the undergi'ound
railway on his farm, assisting a number of

slaves to their liberty. He was also an active

worker in the cause of temperance, and an
excellent citizen in every way who held the

respect and esteem of his fellow-men through-
out his life.

Morris Rees was educated in the schools of

his native locality and by instruction from his

brother in Wood County and in the year of

Fremont's candidacy for the presidency was
teaching his first school, near Texas, Henry
County, being at that time a youth of eighteen

years. After a few years of educational work,
he was married and secured a piece of wild

land in Wood County, thus entering upon an
agricultural career that resulted in his ac-

cumulating a large and valuable property. He
was for five years identified with the Standard
Oil Company as a leaser of land, and subse-

quently became one of the earliest and largest

land leasers on his own account in this section

of the state (having leased in Wood, Sandus-

ky, OttaAva and Lucas counties, for the Stand-

ard Oil Co.), and during more recent years in

the same way invaded Kentucky, where he

leased thousands of acres. Likewise he was
one of the pioneers in the oil industry here,

both as a leaser and an operator, and through

his extensive operations accumulated a hand-

some fortune, being accounted at this time

one of the most substantial men in Wood
County. He is still the owner of ranch prop-

erty, although it is being operated by others.

Captain Rees having retired and now living

in a home at Pembei'ville, which he has owned
for seventeen years. This was built by Thomas
N. Bierly, of Toledo, and is located near the

scene of the old camping-grounds of the

soldiers who came across this country during



HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO 2043

the "War of 1812, on their way to Fort Meigs.
Since coming to Pemberville, Captain Rees has
taken an active part in the life of the eom-
munitj'. He was at one time president of the
Citizens' Savings Bank, and is at present
president of the Fanners' Elevator a new
organization which is already prosperous with
plans made for a large business in the future.

He has likewise been prominent as a repub-
lican politician, attending conventions in vari-

ous parts of the state as a delegate, and for
fifteen years served in the capacity of mayor
of Pemberville, during which time he gave his

community an excellent administration. For
a half a century he has been a Mason, having
joined that order at Elmore, Ohio, and is now
a member of Fremont Chapter and Toledo
Commandery No. 7, and for thirty-six years
has been a member of Cincinnati Consistory,

at Cincinnati. An Encampment member
of the Odd Fellows for years, he was the
first noble grand at Bradner, and is still a
member of the lodge there.

The army record of Captain Rees is a splen-

did one, and is given here as taken from the

war records : Entered the sex-vice as a private

of Company D, Seventy-second Regiment,
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Col. R, P. Buckland
(later general of the brigade), October 26,

1861; promoted first sergeant, December 13,

1861 ; commissioned second lieutenant, Sep-
tember 3, 1862; first lieutenant, April 9, 1864;
captain, March 18, 1865 ; regiment organized
at Fremont, Ohio; moved to Camp Chase,

Ohio, January 24, 1862, thence to Paducah,
Kentuckv; attached to the District of Pa-
ducah, to March, 1862 ; Fourth Brigade, Fifth

Division, Armv of the Tennessee, to July,

1862 ; Third Bngade, Fifth Division, District

of Memphis, Tennessee, Department Tennes-
see, to November, 1862; Third Brigade, First

Division, Right Wing Thirteenth Corps, De-
partment Tennessee, to December, 1862 -. Third
Brigade, Eighth Division, Sixteenth Corps, to

April, 1863; First Brigade, Third Division,

Fifteenth Corps, to December, 1863; First

Brigade, First Division, Sixteenth Corps to

June, 1864. Captain Rees' service was as fol-

lows: Moved from Paducah, Kentucky, to

Savannah, Tennessee, Mai'ch 6-10, 1862; ex-

pedition from Savannah to Yellow Creek. Mis-

sissippi, and occupation of Pittsburg Landing,
Tennessee, March 14-17; Crump's Landing,
April 4; Battle of Shiloh, April 6-7 ; Fallen

Timbers, April 8; advance on and siege of

Corinth, ^Mississippi, April 29-May 30: Rus-
sell's House, near Corinth. Mav 17: march to

Memphis, June 1, July 21; duty at Fort
Pickering and Memphis until November;
Grant's Central Mississippi campaign, opera-
tions on the Mississippi Central Railroad to
the Yockmapatalfa River, November, 1862-
January, 1863; action at WoK River Bridge,
November 29, 1862; duty at White's Station,
January to March, 1863 ; ordered to Memphis,
March 13, thence to Young's Point, Louisiana;
operations against Vicksburg, Jlississippi,

April 2-July 4 ; Mississippi Springs, May 13

;

Jackson, May 14 ; siege of Vicksbm-g, May 18-

July 4 ; advance on Jackson, July 5-10 ; siege
of Jackson, July 10-17 ; Brandon Station, July
19 ; camp at Big Black until October ; expedi-
tion to Canton, October 13-20; Bogue Chitto
Creek, October 17; ordered to Memphis,
November, and guard; Alemphis & Charles-
town Railroad, at Germantown, until January,
1864; expedition to Wyatts, Mississippi,

February 6-18 ; Coldwater Ferry, February 8
;

near Senatobia, February 8-9; Hickahala
Creek, February 10; Wyatts, February 13;
operations again.st Fore.st in West Tennessee
and Kentucky, March 16-April 14; Sturgis'

expedition to Ripley, April 30-May 9 ; whole
regiment enlisted having a 30 days' furlough;
Sturgis' expedition to Guutown, June 1-11;

Brice's Cross Roads, June 10; near Ripley,

June 11; captured June 11 and prisoner of

war confined at various Southern prisons until

March, 1865; paroled March 1, 1865; honor-

ably discharged from service, April 25, 1865.

Captain Rees is a member of Forsyth Post No.
15, Toledo, Grand Army of the Republic, and
of the Loyal Legion, -Cincinnati, Ohio.

Captain Rees was first married at Ladd
Ridge, Wood County, to Jliss Elizabeth Ladd,
who was born in 1838, in Columbiana County,
Ohio, of Quaker parentage, and died at her
home in Wood County in 1888. She was the

mother of the following children : Allen D.,

president of a bank at Liickey. Ohio, married
Mary Allen, and has a family as follows:

Hazel, Chester, Ida, Chrystal, Ruth and
Bernice : Alta, is the widow of L. W. Morgan,
formerly a prominent attorney of Toledo, and
has a son, Mowis Hebert, a member of Com-
pany C, LTnited States Signal Corps, and five

daughters : Elizabeth, Catherine, Frances,

Amelia and Lois : Sarah is the wife of Dr.

F. L. Klopfenstein, of Toledo, and has a fam-
ily of five. Rees, Oma, Edith, Morris and
Martha. Captain Rees was married the second

time, at Ladd's Ridge, to Mary Ann Morgan,
who was born in Wales and was brought to the

United States as a child of three years. She
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was well educated and was a public school

teacher prior to her marriage to Captain Rees.

Captain and Mrs. Rees have three children:

Ethel, who is the wife of Prof. ClifiEord M.
Stodghill, who occupies the chair of chemistry

in a college at Atlanta, Georgia; Florence

Helen, a gi-aduate of Pemberville High School,

1912 ; domestic science class, Granville College,

1914, and now a teacher in the Bowling Green
High School ; and Morris Lloyd, aged sixteen

years, a pupil in Pemberville High School.

The family are all membei's of the Baptist

Church, the daughters belonging to the Ash-
land Avenue church at Toledo, and those bear-

ing the name are interested in all that pertains

to modern advancement and improvements
along material, intellectual and moral lines,

while their charities extend to many worthy
enterprises.

Joseph L. Rentz was one of the sturdy men
of Northwest Ohio who give their best years

and energies to farming and the upbuilding

of eommunit}' interests, and his record was
such that his name deserves lasting recogni-

tion in his home county of Henry. For many
years he lived in Monroe Township and the

old homestead there is still occupied by Mrs.

Rentz and members of their family. Mrs.

Rentz represents old and pi'ominent Ohio
lineage, and is a woman of rare judgment and
exceeding skill in the manag:ement of the

properties left her by Mr. Rentz.

Joseph L. Rentz was of German ancestry.

His father, John Rentz, was born in Germany
and when nine years of age, in 1827, came
to America on a sailing vessel, landing in

Baltimore, and the family lived in the East
for several years and John Rentz grew up
on a farm. He came to Fairfield County,

Ohio, and there in 1847 he married Mary
Hiestan, who was born in Fairfield County,

Ohio. Several of their children were born

in Fairfield including the late Joseph L.

Rentz, who was born June 7, 1849. "When he

was an infant his parents removed to Han-
cock County, and John Rentz was a tenant

farmer there for several years. In 1863 he

brought the family to Monroe Township of

Henry County, and started out on eighty

acres of land in section 14. A small clearing

and a rude hut were the only improvements
on this land. John Rentz developed a fine

farm there and subsequently bought another
eighty acres, which gave him a quarter sec-

tion at the time of his death. He died in

Henn- County September 11, 1890. at the

age of seventy-one. His widow survived him
until 1895 and was seventy-seven years of

age. Both were members of the Evangelical
Church. They had eight children, and seven
of them gi-ew up : Lydia, Elizabeth, Joseph
L., Jacob, Christina, Carolina and Barbara.
Of this family of children only two now

survive. Seven of them married and estab-

lished homes of their own. Joseph L. Rentz
grew up in Hancock County and was about
thirteen years old when the family came to

Henry County. He was well educated in the

schools of that time, and he became one of

the most progressive and successful farmers
of Henry County. He and his wife owned
160 acres, eighty acres including the old Rentz
homestead. There he erected a twelve-room
house with a large barn 36x72 feet, painted

red with white trimmings, and before his

death he was able to carry out many of the

extensive plans for the management and im-

provement of that place. He had his land

well fenced, tiled, and had a large stock of

implements, and exercised great care in the

use of all his tools and equipment. Tlie old

Rentz farm is widely known as the Poplar
Row Farm, and stands as a monument to the

industry of a man of high cliaracter and
worthy civic ideals.

His success in the management of his own
affairs naturally called him to offices of pub-
lic trust and honor. He was a township trus-

tee, for fourteen years held the office of

treasurer of Monroe Township, and was
assessor eight years. Fraternally he was afSl-

iated with Lodge No. 839 Independent Order
of Odd Fellows at Malinta, of which he was
a past noble grand, and he was buried by
the rights of Odd Fellowship. He was also

a member of the Rebekahs and of the Grange,

and for some years was master of the Pomona
Grange of the county. He had the faculty

of leadership highly developed, and was
usually in the forefront of everj^ enterprise

undertaken by the community.
In Monroe Township Mr. Rentz married

'Miss Amanda Aurand. Mrs. Rentz was born
in Rndlay, Hancock County. Ohio, Febru-

aiw 5, 1857, and the name of the township

where she was born was given as her first

name. Her parents were Samuel and Mary
(Benner) Aurand, both of whom were born

in the central part of the state, and in 1871

they came as a family to Henry County and
bought 240 acres. About half of this land

had ]>een improved, and with the cultivation

and improvement of the entire tract Samuel
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Aurand was busied during the rest of his

worthy career. He was born in May, 1823,

and died at the age of sixty on June 24, 1883.

His widow was born January 27, 1839, and
died December 25, 1892. They were mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church but

later joined the Evangelical Church in

Henry County. Mr. Aurand was a democrat,

was a Granger, and was affiliated with the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows.

Mrs. Rentz, who was an active member of

the United Brethren Church, has carried on

the old farm since the death of her husband,

and in that work has the assistance and com-

fort of her children, several of whom still

live at home. There were eight births in the

family. Harvey is a machinist in Garrett,

Indiana, and married Alice Bechtel. Cora
is the wife of William T. Hitchcock of Troy,

Ohio, their three children being Eveline, Kent
and Franklin. Howard lives on his mother's

farm and is its active manager, and by his

marriage to Nettie Parcher has children

Owen, Herman, Harold, Clarence, Herbert,

Paul and Ethel. Ada married George Castle

and she lives at Troy, Ohio, her daughter

Naomi being in the sixth grade of the public

schools. Orville lives at home and married

Hannah Hoff of Monroe Township and has a

son named John. Ethel is the wife of Ralph
Cline, who is purchasing agent for the Stand-

ard Slide Company at Youngstown, Ohio.

Homer, now nineteen years of age, has fin-

ished his school work and is at home with

his mother. Mildred is still in high school.

Meade G. Thraves. Born on a farm in

Sandusky County, where he developed his

physical strength and his indomitable deter-

mination to make the best of his resources in

life, Meade G. Thraves for over a quarter of

a century has enjoyed a practice hardly sec-

ond to any among the lawyers of Fremont.

He particularl}' excels in office consultation

and practice, and has gained many influential

connections and many times has been highly

honored both in the profession and in piablie

affairs.

He was bom February 15, 1863, a son of

George and Mary Jane (Crowell) Thraves.

His father was born in Nottinghamshire, Eng-
land, and his mother in Sandusky County,

wliere they were married. The Thraves an-

cestry originated in Germany and from that

country went to England. The paternal

grandfather, William Thraves, brought his

familv from England to the United States in

1840. The maternal grandfather, Samuel
Crowell, was born in Maryland and came to

Ohio about 1810, and was agent for the Gov-
ernment. He acquired a tract of land for

himself and died on a farm. Remotely his

family was connected with that of Oliver

Cromwell.
George Thraves, father of the Fremont law-

yer, grew up in Sandusky County and be-

came a blacksmith by trade. He learned the

trade under ]\Ir. Lansing, for whom Lansing,

the capital of ^Michigan, was named. Besides

blacksmithing he also bought and operated a

farm and lived in the country until his death.

He was a member of the Episcopal Church,
while his wife was a Methodist. George
Thraves was one of the earliest members of

Croghan Lodge No. 77, of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, at Fremont. He
passed through all the chairs of this lodge.

He was also active in politics, and for fifteen

years served as a member of the school board,

and it was largely his work and influence that

made the public schools of Ballville Town-
ship the best in the state. From that district

school went Governor Glick of Kansas, also

Judge T. P. Frinefrock and also President

Hayes. Mr. and Mrs. George Thraves were

the parents of five children: Mrs. Anna
Young, a widow living on a farm in Sandusky
County; ]\Iark Eugene, a successful mining
engineer now employed bj* the Humboldt
Gold Mining Company in California; Ida,

wife of George Summers, who conducts the

elevator at Summers Switch in Sandusky
County ; Meade G. ; and Lillie, wife of M. C.

Huber, living on the old Thraves homestead.

Meade G. Thraves was reared in the covin-

try and yet had influences and an environ-

ment calculated to bring out the best of his

qualities and make him energetic, ambitious

and capable of realizing his high ideals. In

1884 he graduated from the Fremont High
School, and for two years was a school

teacher. He read law under the firm Frine-

frock & Dudrow at Fremont, and was ad-

mitted to the bar in 1889. He immediately

besran practice, and he is now located in the

offices which Judge Buckland and President

Hayes once occupied.

Mr. Thraves married, in 1890, Mary IM.

Bristol, who was born in Fremont, daughter

of E. A. Bristol. Her father was a hardware

merchant at Fremont for thirty-five years.

Mrs. Thraves died in 1906, leaving no chil-

dren. She was an active and loyal member
of the IMethodist Episcopal Church. In 1913
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Mr. Thraves married Miss Edna Faller, also

a native of Fremont and daughter of William
Faller, a well known merchaut of the city.

They have one child, George Eaton, born in

1915. ilr. and Mi-s. Thraves are members of

the Methodist Episcopal Church.
Mr. Thraves has passed all the chairs in

Croghan Lodge No. 77, Independent Order of

Odd Fellows. This is one of the most noted
lodges of Odd Fellowship in Ohio. Among
its members were one president and two
governors of the state. He has also passed the
chaii-s in the Knights of Pythias fraternity

and is affiliated with Lodge No. 169, Benevo-
lent and Protective Order of Elks, with the

Independent Order of Foresters and the
Bankers' Fraternal Union.
His professional interests and public

leadership have brought him niunerous asso-

ciations at different times. He sei-ved as the
first president of the Ohio Abstractors Asso-
ciation and is first vice president of the Ameri-
can Abstractors Association, assisting in organ-
izing both these bodies of abstractors. He is a
member of the American and the Ohio State
Bar associations, and has at times taken a
very active part in the democratic party. He
served as state central committeeman in 1896
and 1897, and during the first Bryan campaign
of 1896 he was an able campaigner in Virginia,
West Virginia, Ohio, Indiana and Illinois.

Almost from the start ]\Ir. Thraves had a pay-
ing law practice. At a recent term of court, of
the 185 cases docketed Mr. Thraves had the
handling of 28, a proportion which in itself

indicates his high standing as a lawyer. He
was father of the Sandusky Law Library
Association, and that association has acquired
a splendid collection of legal literature and
reference works. He is also one of the three
members of the Oliio State Free Library
Board. In the course of his long and success-
ful career he has acquired many financial and
business interests and is secretary and treas-
urer of The Sanitary Burial Vault Company,
whose headquarters ai-e at Fremont, the capi-
tal stock being $10,000.

Walter Hartjian made a success in life

comparatively early and is now living retired
from the main burdens and responsibilities as
a farmer in his attractive and well appointed
home at 906 West Wooster Street in Bowling
Green. Mr. Hartman moved to the county seat
and built this substantial eight room home in
1915.

His farm of 120 acres is in Plain Township,

in section 27. In that locality the Hartman
family has lived for three generations. Farm-
ing is a business in which the Hartmans have
always been prospered and at the same time
have contributed to the growth and benefit of

the community. i\Ir. Hartman 's farm is one
of model excellence. While most of the land is

in cultivation, he still keeps a grove of fine

native timber. The buildings are all sound
and in good repair and the land indicates the

energy and intelligence with which it was
managed. IMr. Hartman has always been a
rotation farmer, growing in succession corn,

oats, wheat and grass. His land is clay sub-

soil, and its fertility has been kept up by pro-

per handling rather than by the introduction

of any commercial fertilizer. Stock raising

has not onh^ contributed to his profits but also

to the value of his land and he has never han-
dled any special line of stock husbandry but
believes that most profit is to be found in keep-

ing a few hogs, a few cattle and other stock

without especial emphasis upon any one class.

His experience tends to the belief that a dairy

farm when conducted close to a populous com-
munity is one of the surest sources of revenue.

Mr. Hartman was born on section 27, where
his present farm is located, on November 19,

1878. He grew up and made that his home
from infancy until he removed to Bowling
Green. On coming to Bowling Green Mr.
Hartman bought an acre of land in the west-

ern part of the city and built his home with
commodious and ample grounds.

His grandparents were early settlers in

Wood County and improved some of the wil-

derness of this section as it existed seventy or

eighty years ago. His grandfather Hartman
was born in Wuertemberg, Germany, on May
24, 1808. After coming to America he mar-
ried in Stark County in 1834, Miss Mary Lich-

tenburger, who was born near Strassburg,

Germany, March 12, 1812. Both of them came
to America in the days of sailing vessels and
were many weeks in making the voyage to New
York City. They located in Stark County and
soon after their marriage they moved to Per-

ryslrarg in Wood County- and in 1836 located

on a forest tract of land in Center Township,

a few miles southeast of Bowling Green. In

that locality they cleared up a farm and devel-

oped a home equal to the best in that district

at the time. Grandfather Hartman died In

1890 and his widow survived him a few years,

passing away at the same age. They were the

parents of five sons and three daughters.

The fourth son and fifth child is George W."
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Hartman, who was born on the old farm iu

Centei- Township ilay 26, 1841. That was the

scene of his early youth and about the time he
reached his majority in 1863 he enlisted iu

Company H of the Sixty-seventh Ohio Volun-
teer Infantry. He saw active service as a sol-

dier of the ['nion until December 19, 1865.

Those two years brought him into close touch
with military operations and he was in many
of the campaigns waged around the Confed-
erate capital at Richmond. Though again and
again .exposed to enemy bullets he escaped un-
hurt. Returning home, he bought land in sec-

tion 27 of Plain Township and for several

years lived as a bachelor on the farm. Having
made the necessary provisions for a home of

his own he married a neighbor girl, IMiss Bar-
bara A. Apel. She was born in Sandusbv,
Erie County, Ohio, March 27, 1849, but when
two years of age went with her parents to

Wood Coimty, where she was reared. Her
parents, John and Margaret (Busser) Apel,
were both natives of Hesse, Germany, her
father born November 30, 1824, and her
mother February 13, 1821. They were mai--

ried in Erie County, Ohio, in 1847, and subse-

quently cleared up a farm from the woods in

^Middleton Township of Wood County. They
reared their children on that farm, and the
father passed away in 1898 and the mother in

1889. Both were active members of the Ger-
man Reformed Church, while the Hartmans
were all Methodists.

George W. Hartman 's first wife died in

Bowling Green. In 1903 Mr. Hartman had
removed to Bowling Green, purchasing a home
in one of the most attractive sections of the
city on South ^lain Street, where ^Irs. Hart-
man died Jlarch 21, 1914. He is still living

there, having married a second time. He is a

popular citizen generally and is especially es-

teemed among his army comrades in Wiley
Post of the Grand Army of the Reputslic. In
politics he has always been an ardent repub-
lican. Mr. Walter ITartman was the third in

a familj>of four children. His brother John
died at the age of twenty and his sister Agatha
died in infancy. His only living sister is

Irena, wife of Alva George, a farmer near
the city of Bowling Green. Mr. and Mrs.
George have three children, Marvin, Howai'd
and Lester.

On December 17, 1902, Mr. Walter Hartman
married Miss Grace L. Parrjsh. She was born
in Allegany County, New York, October 18,

1S7S, and received her education in Rochester,

New York, both in the high school and iu

the business institute. Before her marriage
she was a competent bookkeeper. Mrs. Hart-
man is a daughter of Hartley and Prancella
E. (Brown) Parrish, both natives of New
York State, where they married. Her father
was a business man and spent several years
in Michigan, where he died in 1906, when
.iust past fifty. His widow died in New York
State in 1909, at the age of fifty-two. Both
were members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church and he was a republican. Mrs. Hart-
man has a brother, Guy, and a sister Edna,
and they are both married.
Mr. and Mrs. Hartman have three children

:

Helen L., born July 18, 1906, and now a
student in the sixth grade; George Walter,
born July 14, 1910, who recently enterecl

school; and Lois M., born March '26, 1913.
The family are members and attend regularly
the Methodist Episcopal Church at Bowling
Green. Fraternally Mr. Hartman is affiliated

with Kenneth Lodge No. 158 of the Knights
of Pythias and in politics is a republican.

Louis O'Connell. When Louis O'Connell
was five years of age his father died and he
soon had to become dependent upon his own
resources. His struggle with the serious re-

sponsibilities of the world has been a success-

ful one, and he is now one of the leading
merchants and business men of Tiffin.

He was born in Tiffin September 1, 1869, a
son of Edward and Bridget (Murray) O'Con-
nell. His grandfather, Thomas O'Connell,
was a native of Ireland, and on coming to the
United States in the '40s located on a farm in
Medina County, Ohio, where he died. His
widow subsequently removed to Seneca
County and bought a farm just west of Tif-

fin. Edward O'Connell was born at Seville

iu Medina County, but grew up on a farm in

Seneca County and during his brief career
was engaged in farming and teaming at Tif-

fin. His widow, Bridget (Mm-ray) O'Con-
nell, was born in County Monaghan, Ireland,

and came to America with her mother wdien
a mere child, in 1839, and is still living. Her
father, Phillip Murray, was born in Ireland
and was a worker in the silk industry. He
died at Toronto, Canada. Mrs. Bridget
O'Connell had three children. Her son.

Frank, is now deceased, and Louis O'Connell
has a sister, Minnie, a teacher in the Tiffin

schools. Mrs. Bridget O'Connell is an active

member of St. Mary's Catholic Church.
Louis O'Connell was educated in the public

schools of Tiffin and at the age of fifteen be-
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came an employe in the coal yard of Dildine

& Gliek. The coal business in which he

started as a boy employe is now part of his

own property. At the age of eighteen he was
put in charge of the coal yard and hay busi-

ness. The proprietor subsequently became
Mr. C. Hatcher, with whom Mr. O'Connell con-

tinued, with an interest in the business. In

1903 he became head of the firm O'Connell &
Knepper and in February, 1906, he bought
out his partner and has since conducted the

business as the Louis O'Connell Company,
with a capital stock of $30,000. It is one of

the largest firms of the kind in Seneca County,

handling coal, hay and building supplies.

Mr. O'Connell for years has been the leading

wholesale dealer in hay at Tiffin. From this

center he ships hay to all the Eastern States.

In 1915 Mr. 'Connell married Bertha Dutt,

a native of Tiffin and a daughter of Frederick

Dutt. Her father, a shoemaker by trade, was
born in France and came to the United States

after the Franco-Prussian war of 1870 and
for many years was engaged in the shoemak-
ing business. He married at Tiffin Mary Rol-

ler, a native of that city and a daughter of

Fred Roller, who was a pioneer grocery mer-
chant at Tiffin. Mrs. O'Connell is an active

member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church.
Mr. O'Connell is a Knight Templar Mason,
also a Knight of Pythias and a member of the

Junior Order of United American Mechanics.
Politically he is independent. He has always
been active in local civic affairs and is a mem-
ber of the Commercial Club and the Chamber
of Commerce.

James Elmer Burnside has been an active

and successful factor in farming and business

affairs in the Nevada community of Wyandot
County for many years, and was called from
that district to the office of county recorder,

in which he is now serving his second term.

Mr. Burnside was boi-n December 16, 1867,

on a farm in Antrim Township, 3I/2 miles

southwest of Nevada, a son of James and
Catherine (Neikirk) Burnside. For genera-

tions the principal occupation of the family
has been farming. The Burnsides are Irish

while the Neikirks are Pennsylvania Dutch
stock, but both families have been in America
for many generations. The original home of

the Burnsides in Ohio is a mile east of Tiffin

and the land is now used for eemeten^ pur-
poses. James Burnside, Sr., acquired his
early education in the country schools near
Tiffin, and spent his active career as a farmer.

James Elmer Burnside grew up on his

father's farm, attending country school in

winter and helping in the fields in summer
and he completed his education in the schools

of Nevada at the age of seventeen. After
leaving school he found work and increasing

responsibilities at home, and had assumed
most of the active management of the home
farm of 200 acres before his father's death,

which occurred in 1900. After that he con-

tinued the farm until 1903 and he and his

mother then moved to the Town of Nevada,
where he was interested in several lines of

business.

Mr. Burnside has long been a popular mem-
ber of the democratic party in Wyandot
County and in 1914 was nominated and
elected to the office of county recorder by a
big majority. When the next election rolled

around in 1916, there was no candidate to op-

pose him in his aspirations for a second term,

and his official record throughout has been
clean and efficient.

Mr. Burnside is a stockholder in the Nevada
Deposit Bank of his home town and has other

business interests. For the past sis years he
has served as financial secretary of Nevada
Lodge, No. 625, Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, and he is also affiliated with the

Masonic Lodge, No. 186, Free and Accepted
Masons, and the Royal Arch Chapter and the

Council. He is a member of the Lutheran
faith. In 1913 Mr. Burnside married Violet

Austin, daughter of John and Anna (Wyles)
Austin, of Nevada. They have one child. Jay
Austin Burnside, born April 14, 1915.

Henry Louis Busch, M. D. After forty-

four years of active practice and service to

humanity Doctor Busch retired from his pro-

fession as a physician in 1910. and has since

lived quietly in the Village of Woodville, with

which he has been identified for almost half

a century, and where the best work of his

life has been accomplished. This venerable

physician has been one of Woodville 's most
prominent citizens. He is widely known for

his kindly deeds as well as for the skill which
always characterized his active professional

work. No name could be . mentioned that

would be more significant of honor and use-

fulness in this section of Sandusky County.

A native of Germany, born in Hesse Feb-

ruary 19, 1840, Henry Louis Busch is a son

of Adolph and Elizabeth (Crecelius) Busch.

His father was a minister of the Lutheran
Church. Doctor Busch was thoroughly and
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liberally educated in Germany. He attended

the usual schools of academic instruction and
took his course in medicine under some of the

best instructors of the fatherland. In 1866

he immigrated to America and soon afterward
found his permanent home at Woodville,

where his services were soon in much demand
on account of his recognized skill and his

high personal character. He continued per-

forming the active work of a physician, in

earlier years riding and driving about the

country without regard for his own comfort

and health, and in later years attending to a

large ofSce practice, until 1910, when he re-

tired. He has always stood high in the

various medical organizations of which he is

a member.
Doctor Busch is vice president of the Wood-

ville State Savings Bank, of which he was one

of the organizers. For years he served as

treasurer of his home township and for six-

teen years was a member of the school board

and also belonged to the city council a long

time. He was formerly a deacon in the

Lutheran Church.
In 1867, the year following his coming to

Woodville, Doctor BiLSch married Sophie
Crouenwett, who was born in Sandusky
County. Her father was minister of the

Lutheran Church at Woodville for forty-seven

years. Doctor and IMrs. Busch became the

parents of seven children. The daughter Hen-
rietta still lives at home.- Elizabeth is Mrs.

Carl Soldan, wife of the cashier of the State

Bank of Woodville. Sophie is Mrs. Otto M.
Bartz, her late husband having been a

Lutheran minister; their four children are

named Otto, Miriam, Helen and Frederick.

Magdalena is the wife of L. G. Dreyer, a re-

tired minister of the Lutheran Church ; their

four children are named Ciiristian, Paul, Louis

and Ruth. Frieda, who still lives at home, is

a teacher of music. Karl is a professor of

science in the Capital University at Columbus,

Ohio; his four children are named Henry,
Henrietta. Daniel and Frieda. Alma, the

youngest, is still at home.

Charles Ferdinand Soldan. The State

Savings Bank of Woodville, one of the most
prosperous financial institutions of Sandusky
County, was organized in June, 1909, with a

capital stock of $25,000. The first officers

were : D. H. Bittinger. president ; Dr. Henry
Busch, vice president; J. F. Smith, cashier:

and G. IT. Roll, assistant cashier. The only

changes that have since been made in the

officials are in the offices of cashier and as-

sistant cashier. In 1912 Mr. Charles F.
Soldan became cashier, and the assistant

cashier is F. W. Keil. The capital stock re-

mains the same and there is now a surplus of

$5,500, while the average deposits are
$275,000. The bank pays 4 per cent on sav-
ings deposits, and it has proved a great boon
to the community which it serves. The bank
owns its own building, a concrete block struc-
ture 35 by 70 feet.

The cashier of this bank, Charles Ferdi-
nand Soldan, was born in Macon, Missouri,
January 6, 1870, a son of Charles H. and
Sophia (Gundlach) Soldan, both of whom
were natives of Germany. His father was a
merchant in Macon, Missouri. Educated in

public and private schools, Mr. Soldan grad-
uated in pharmacy, and for twenty-five years
worked as a registered pharmacist at Macon,
Missouri. In 1911 he came to Woodville,
Ohio, and has since been identified with local

banking affairs in connection with the State
Savings Bank. While a resident of Macon,
Mi-ssouri, he served as councilman four years,

and six years as city treasurer. He is now
secretaiy and treasurer of the Solomon
Lutlieran Church of Woodville.
On November 26, 1908, he married Miss

Elizabeth Busch, daughter of Dr. Henry
Busch of Woodville. They are the parents
of three children: Sophia Margaret, Bertha,
and Ermine Alma Marie.

Rev. J. S. Elder, now pastor of St. Ann's
Catliolic Church at Fremont, has been a de-

voted and zealous worker in the Catholic min-
istry for a number of years, and practically all

his duties have lain in Northwest Ohio. For
several years lie was connected with one of the

largest churches of Toledo. He has distin-

guished himself by a constructive ability as a

church man, and though comparatively a new
comer in Fremont has gained a strong hold on
all classes of people both in and out of his

parish.

Father Elder was born in Taylorsville, Ken-
tuckv, December 27, 1876, a son of Joseph and
Ellen (Doncaster) Elder. The Elder family
were very early pioneers in the State of Ken-
tucky. His paternal grandfather. Rezin
Elder, was born in Lebanon County, Ken-
tucky, of English descent. The maternal
grandfather, John Doncaster, was an early

settler at Louisville, Kentucky, and a stone-

mason by trade. Joseph Elder was born in

Lebanon, Kentucky, in 1841, while his wife
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was born iu LouisvOle in 1846, and both of

them still live in- Louisville. The father is a

retired farmer and has spent a qiiiet but use-

ful life. In his early years he was a school

teacher and is well educated and well read.

Politically he is a deomcrat. There were nine

childi-en/and the seven still living are: Wil-

liam, a hardware merchant at Bloomlield, Ken-
tucky; G. R. Elder, a retired merchant at

Bloomfield and now serving as police judge;

John, who occupies the old homestead farm

;

Benedict, a prominent attorney at Louisville;

Father Elder; Joseph, who is general statis-

tician of the Louisville & Nashville Railway
Company; and Mary, still at home with her

parents.

Father Elder was educated in the local

schools at Taylorsville, Kentucky, then entered

Petit Seminary at Cincinnati and took his

theological course in St. Mary's at Cleveland.

He was ordained priest June 9, 1906, and his

first assignment was to a church at Summit-
ville, Ohio, where he remained three months.

He was then called to Toledo and for six

yeai-s assisted at St. Patrick's, a parish

of .seven or eight hundred families. In

August, 1912, he took charge of the church at

Edgerton, Ohio, and after 2to years went to

Swanton, where he remained sixteen months.

In Aiigust, 1916, Father Elder came to Fre-

mont and has since been the spiritual and
administrative head of St. Ann's Parish. This

church is in a flourishing condition and the

parish contains three himdred families. There
is a well organized school, with five teachers,

and the course runs tlu-ough the eight grades,

with a commercial department offering a two
years' course and with 160 pupils.

Father Elder allows no outside interests to

interfere with the duties and the work to which
be has devoted and consecrated his life. He
is a democrat in polities, and is chaplain of

the local council of Knights of Columbus.

LiNFORD Hadlowell is a successful young
architect and builder at Findlay. For that

profession he discovered a natural talent and
aptitude when a boy and has carefully de-

veloped his resources and through long experi-

ence has become one of the able men in his

profession. Mr. Hallowell has his offices in the

Jones Block at Findlay.
He was born at Findlay January 10, 1882,

a son of Charles and Sarah M. (Jaequa) Hallo-
well. His father was for many years a bridge
builder and blacksmith and a member of one

of the well known firms of Hancock County.
The ancestry is of English and Welsh.

;\Ir. Hallowell was educated in the public
schools, attending high school two years. On
May 20, 1899, at the age of eighteen he went
to work for F. W. Duttweiler, contractor and
architect at Findlay. He had been at work
only a short time when he found himself in a
congenial field and advanced rapidly in archi-

tectural drawing and in all other phases of

the profession. He remained with his emploj'er
for eight years, and toward the end of that
employment had complete charge of the con-

struction and designing work. When his em-
ployer retired from business J\Ir. Hallowell
was in a position to take it over and has con-

tinued it successfully to the present time. He
is both a general contractor and architect and
has built scores of homes, business blocks,

churches and other structures. Some of the

more notable of his buildings are the Church
of Christ, the St. Paul's Evangelical Church,
the Parkford flats, the Baumgartner flats, the

Mount Cory High School, etc.

ilr. Hallowell was married iu February,
1904, to Miss Edith May Spaith, daughter of

Fred and Mary (Weber) Spaith of Findlay.
Her father was a merchant at Findlay. Mr.
and Mrs. Hallowell have two children : Ruth
Margaret, born June 26, 1906; ai;d Inez
Evelyn, born November 14, 1909.

Mr. Hallowell is a director and secretary

of the ^Mausoleum Company of Findlay. He
is affiliated with the Knights of Pythias, the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and
in politics is a democrat. His public spirit as

a citizen has induced him to accept at different

times responsibilities of trust. In January,

1914, he was elected a city councilman at large,

and served two years, being a member of the

Railway and Lights and the Sidewalks and
Sewers committees. For two years Mr. Hallo-

well served as a director of the Findlay Y. M.
C. A., in 1915-16.

Charles J. Rockwell. Much of the his-

tory of business affairs in the little City of

North Baltimore could be written as part of

the activities of the Rockwell family. The
leading milling industry of that town is due
to Rockwell enterprise, and in recent years

the Rockwells have acquired a controlling in-

fluence in the First National Bank, one of the

strongest banks of Northwest Ohio.

The First National Bank of North Balti-
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more was organized in 1890. It has had twen-

ty-seven years of successful history and its

prosperity is due to sound methods of finance.

Tear after year has brought a steady increase

in business and usefulness and the directors

and officers have always aimed to keep the

facilities at the highest standard of efficiency.

Only recently, in line with its policy, the bank
became a member of the Federal Reserve Sys-

tem. The First National Bank still retains

its capital stock of $60,000, with which it was
organized, but its total resources according

to a recent statement shows the figures of over

$600,000. The best index of a bank's pros-

perity and usefulness is its deposits, and the

First National has deposits of over half a mil-

lion dollars.

The founder of the bank and the first presi-

dent was Andrew Emerine. who was also presi-

dent of the First National Bank of Fostoria,

where he lived. The first directors were An-
drew Emerine, B. L. Peters, James R. Rogers,

Hugh Campbell, S. E. Niece, Jeft' Richereek
and Andrew Schick. Of these original di-

rectors only two are now living, S. E. Niece

and Andrew Emerine, who held the office of

president until 1916, and is still a director,

being now eighty-six years of age and one of

the wealthy and influential citizens of North-
west Ohio.

The present officers of the First National
Bank are: Andrew Emerine, Jr., president;

Fred B. Rockwell, vice president; C. J. Rock-
well, cashier; 0. E. Sponsler, assistant cashier.

Other directors than those named are Lewis
S. Lyon. Louis Auverter and G. G. Rockwell.

Mr. Charles J. Roclnvell became identified

with this bank in November, 1891, and has

been with it through nearly all of its success-

ful history. He began as a clerk, and through
various promotions attained the office of cash-

ier in August, 1904. He has since had many
of the responsibilities of managing this splen-

did institution. His brother Fred is vice pres-

ident and since January, 1915, his father.

George G., has held the post of director.

The Rockwells are of New England ances-

try. Mr. C. J. Rockwell's great-grandfather,

Jeremiah Rockwell, was a direct descendant
of the Massachusetts Puritans. He died when
quite old in Holmes County, Ohio. The grand-
father, P. V. Rockwell, was born in Vermont
about a hundred five years ago, and was a
young man when he came to Ohio. He mar-
ried in Holmes Countj' IMiss Eliza Ann Free-
man, who was born in Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania, in 1813 and died in Holmes

County, Ohio, in 1883. Both were very active
members of the Presbyterian Church. P. V.
Rockwell served as deputy sheriff of Holmes
County for several years and was also a school
teacher. Politically he was a democrat. His
death occurred at North Baltimore August
15, 1880, and of his family of twelve children
ten grew to maturity.

George G. Rockwell was born in "Wayne or
Ashland County, Ohio, and is now seventy-
six years of age. He had a common school
education and learned the trade of miller.
For several years he lived at Fiudlay, Ohio,
where he married, and in 1880 he brought
his family to North Baltimore. At that time
North Baltimore was a village in the midst
of the black swamp region of Northwest Ohio.
All around it was woods and water and the
gi'owth and prospei-ty of the town have been
recorded largely since the Rockwell family
located there. G. G. Rockwell bought the
flouring mill which was one of the first busi-
ness institutions of the village and which had
been built by Doctor Eaton in 1874. This
mill was renovated, modernized and enlarged,
and the Rockwells have since added elevators
and made North Baltimore an important mill-

ing and market center. George G. Rockwell
gave many of his active years to milling and
to the flour, feed, hay and grain business, but
is now retired. He is a director of the First
National Bank of North Baltimore and is still

vigorous in mind and body, and with his wife
is an active member of the Presbyterian
Church. George G. Rockwell married Hannah
Cromley, who celebrated her seventy-third
birthday July 9, 1917. Their childreia were
all born in Findlay, Ohio. B. B. Rockwell,
the oldest, now deceased, left a widow and
one daughter, Nellie G., who was born Novem-
ber 18, 1891. The second son, Fred B., has
been active as a North Baltimore banker and
he and his wife are prominent members of
the Christian Church, in which he is an offi-

cial. They have one son, Paul.
Charles J. Rockwell was born in Findlay

in 1874 and was six years of age when the
family came to North Baltimore. He com-
pleted the coiirse of the high school here and
was also well trained in the business of his
father. He gives all his time to the manage-
ment of the bank and has had neither time
nor inclination for practical politics. He and
his wife are members of the Presbyterian
Church. Mr. Rockwell married at North Bal-
timore Miss Nellie Adams, a native of this
city. She is a graduate of the high school
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and her parents are both still living iu North

Baltimore.

Fred B. Rockwell, manager of the G. G.

Rockwell Flouring Mills and Elevator at

North Baltimore, and a director and vice pres-

ident of the First National Bank of that city,

is a live and enterprising young business man
who has exemplitied many of the excellent

qualities which have made this family name
notable in Wood County business affairs.

The mills are one of the older institutions of

North Baltimore and have been under the

direct management and control of the Rock-

well family for over thirty-five years. The
flour mill has a capacity of 100 barrels of flour

and twenty tons of feed stuffs a day. The
leading brands of flom- are the Venus Patent

and Gold Lace. The company also deals in

seed, grain, hay, coal and other merchandise.

It was in 1880 that George G. Rockwell, the

father of Fred B., came to North Baltimore

from Findlay. He learned the milling trade

at Findlay and on coming to North Baltimore

he bought the old grist mill first established

in 1873 by Dr. H. P. Eaton. The mill under

the ownership of G. G. Rockwell was vastly

improved in processes and facilities, elevators

were built, and from year to year improve-

ments and new equipment have been added

until it is now a high class modern rolling

mill and the institution more than anything

else has been responsible for making North

Baltimore a center in the grain business of

Northwest Ohio. George G. Rockwell con-

tinued the active head of the firm until ten

years ago, when he turned it over to his sons

Bruce B. and Fred B. These brothers were

together in business until the death of the

former in February, 1909. Since then Fred
B. Rockwell has had active control of the mill

and has kept it up to the same high standards

that have marked the business throughout its

history. The firm ships large quantities of

grain in carload lots and altogether this is one

of the cornerstones in North Baltimore's busi-

ness enterprise.

Mr. Rockwell's grandfather was P. Villard

Rockwell, a native of Eastern Ohio and a

resident of Holmes County. From there he

removed to Findlay and for a number of years

was proprietor of a mill. Thus the milling

industry has been in the Rockwell family for

at least three generations. George G. Rock-
well learned the trade from his father, and
he in turn passed it on to his sons. George
G. Rockwell is still living at North Baltimore

at the age of seventy-six. He married in
Findlay Hannah Cromley. She was bom in

Findlay, daughter of Jacob Cromley. Jacob
Cromley had the first tin and hardware store

in Findlay, while his wife was the first mil-

liner in the town. They spent their lives at

Findlay, where Jacob died when past seventy.

The children of George G. Rockwell and wife
were three sons: Bruce B., the oldest, at his

death left a widow and two children. He
spent all his active career in the milling in-

dustry. The second son, Charles J., is a well

known banker of North Baltimore and is else-

where referred to.

Fred B. Rockwell was born at Findlay Oc-
tober 10, 1876, and was four yers of age when
the family moved to North Baltimore. He
grew up here, received his education in the

local schools and from early boyhood acquired
a practical acquaintance with the working of

the milling machinery and with the larger

factors in the business.

At North Baltimore he married Miss EfiSe

Cobler, who was boi-n at Garrett, Indiana,

forty years ago but was reared and educated
in North Baltimore. They have one son Paul
Villard, born December 9, 1905, now in the

eighth grade of the public schools. The family
are all very active members of the Christian

Church, Mr. Rockwell being an elder and
clerk of the church board, and both he and
his wife are teachers in the Sunday School.

He is a member of the North Baltimore School
Board, is independent iu polities, and is affili-

ated with the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows and the Woodmen of the World.

Fred Bretz is the oldest living settler on
Middle Bass Island. What he has accom-
plished is even more important than his length

of residence. He was one of the pioneers in

the growing of fruit and the improvement of

the agricultural resoiirees of the islands, and
the farm and home he has developed there,

recogjiized far and wide as the finest place on
the island, has served as a model and inspira-

tion for the efforts of others.

Mr. Bretz is a native of Germany, having
been born in Mecklenburg February 8, 1843.

His father. John Bretz, came to America about
1860, locating at Sandusky and subsequently

on Middle Bass Island. He was a plasterer

by trade and followed that Occupation on
Middle Bass Island when there were only five

or six houses.

Fred Bretz received his early education in

Germany and was a young man of twenty-
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two when in 1865 he bought his present phice

on ^Middle Bass. He was one of the pioneers

in the development of the vineyard interests,

put out a large vineyard himself, and has

probably raised more grapes than any other

individual grower on the island. From time

to time he has added to his original purchase
until he now has a large estate, and though
well able to retire he is still giving it his active

supervision.

Mr. Bretz married Caroline Burggraf, a sis-

ter of Mathias Burggraf, member of a well

known family of these islands elsewhere men-
tioned. Mr. and Mrs. Bretz have four chil-

dren. Fred is a carpenter living at Cleve-

land ; Julia is the wife of John Rehberg of

Put-in-Bay; Edward is connected with the

Bell Telephone Company of Cleveland ; How-
ard is still at home. Mr. Bretz has lived up-
rightly, has proved an excellent neighbor and
enjoys a splendid share of community esteem.

For many years he served as a director of the
public schools and also as a trustee. He votes

the republican ticket, which party he has f5up-

portecl for many years, and he and his family
are active members of the Lutheran Church.

George N. LeaSure, subject of this sketch,

was born at Delphos, Van Wert County, Ohio,

on Augu.st 4, 1864. He graduaicd fmui tlie

Cincinnati Law School in June, issii; imiue-

diately entered into the iiradicc of liis clinst'ii

profession at Delphos, liis lioinc Icjwii, iind at

the present time is the ohlcst prai'tifiiiu mcni-

ber of the bai-, in point of routinudus service.

Mr. LeaSure is of French stock on both

sides, his forebears having come to this coun-

try from Normandy, France, at a very early

date. His father, Newton I. LeaSure, was
raised on a farm near Zanesville, Ohio, came
to Delphos, in 1850, a very poor man. By his

industry and integrity he soon acquired a

iiome, and as the Miami and Erie Canal was
the only means of transportation to and from
Delphos at that date, lie quickly saw the ad-

vantages and profits awaiting owners of

means of transportation. He acquired a canal

boat and entered into a general freight busi-

ness between Toledo and Cincinnati, which
netted him a competency. At the breaking
out of the Civil war Newton I. LeaSure was
the owner of a general store in Delphos, Ohio,

and conducted it in connection with his other

interests. He disposed of his business and
entered the Union army, served until the close

of the war, returned to his home an invalid.

and died in March, 1868.

Elizabeth (Lazier) LeaSure; the motlier,

was born in September, 1826, is now living

in the home erected by her husband in 1852,

and enjoying remarkable health for one of

her advanced years. She is one of the very
few remaining pioneers of Delphos, having
lived here ever since her marriage in 1850.

George N. LeaSure is a member of the In-

dependent Order of Odd Fellows, having
taken every degi-ee in everj' branch of that

order and has served through all the chairs;

he is also a member of the Elks and is a re-

publican in politics. At the present time he
is filling the office of mayor of his city and has

iDcen honored with a renomination for the

same office.

William Henry Bruns. An industry

whose wheels have been turning and whose
machinery has been making useful products
for more than half a ceiitury is always an
interesting institution in the life of a com-
munity. Such has been the sueees.sful work
through two generations of the Woodville
Flour IMills. These mills have been making
flour and grinding the grist for the people in

the vicinity of Woodville for a gi-eat many
years and the product has furnished the bread
for many of the oldest as well a.s the youngest
citizens of that locality.

This institution is the more interesting for

the fact that it has been under practically one
ownership for the entire lialf century. It was
file venerable William Henry Bruns, a man
ii()\v ]iast fourspoi-e yoar.s of age, who estab-

lisheil tli<> mill in 1SG5. At that time he had
the familial- mailiiiicry and processes of that

age, aiul it was a tlireo burr mill, witli a ca-

pacity of custom gruiding of fifty barrels a

day. The original mill stood on a foundation
35 by 50 feet. At the present time the mills

have the full roller process and machinery,
and have a daily capacity of 150 barrels.

There are now three large buildings compris-
ing the group known as the Woodville Mills.

Two of these buildings are 35 by 50 feet each,

and one, Uised for storing purposes, is 30 by 90
feet in ground dimensions. The elevator has
a capacity of 10,000 bu.shels. There are six

regular employees, and the business has long
been looked upon as the central landmark in
the Woodville business district.

The mill.s, however, are not the only in-

stitution for which Woodville is indebted to

the enterprise of William Henry Bruns. In
1864 he organized and started a general store
ill the town, and tliat business likewise is still



2054 HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO

in operation. There are five people employed
in looking after the trade of this store, and
the stock and offices are in a two-story and
basement building 46 by 90 feet.

As the character of a town depends largely

upon its class of business men, any community
might consider itself fortunate to have such

a citizen as William Henry Bruns. He was
born at Osnabruck in the Kingdom of Han-
over, Germany, February 4, 1834, a son of

Christopher and Catherine (Niemann) Binins.

His father was a German farmer and died in

1848. After getting his education in the old

country William H. Bruns immigrated to

America in 1852. During the first year spent

in New York City he was employed in a

grocery .store, and there learned the funda-
mentals of American methods of retail trade.

In the fall of 1853 he first came to Woodville,

Ohio, but soon found employment at Maumee
as porter in the old Null House. A year later

he i-eturned to Woodville, clerked in a gen-

eral store two years, and for the next two
years was employed in General Hunt's dry
goods store. His first independent work as a

merchant was done at Genoa in partnership
with a cousin, but after a year he sold out on
account of ill health, and subsequently re-

sumed merchandising in Archibald, Fulton
County, Ohio. Then in 1864 he returned to

Woodville, started a general store and soon
aften\'ard the mills which have been in opera-

tion ever since, and around which has been
centered much of the growth and life of the

village.

During his long and honorable business

career Mr. Bruns has taken an active part
in local affairs. He has filled the offices of

mayor and justice of the. peace, was for many
years on the school board, and was a member
of that body when- the present schoolhouse
was erected in 1878. He is a director in the
Ohio Savings Bank at Toledo. Mr. Bruns is

a member and was formerly deacon of the

Lutheran Church.
In 1857, at Genoa. Ohio, he married Caro-

line Uhlmann, who came from the same lo-

cality in Germany in which he spent his early

youth. Of their children the son John Wil-
liam has for a number of years been asso-

ciated with his father in the business in the
general store at Woodville; he maiTied Rica
Reeker of Woods County, Ohio, and they
have a son Donald. The son Adam Henry,
who was also with his father in business, died
at the age of forty-eight. He married Mary
Wegmann, who lives in Woodville, and is the

mother of two ehildreu. namely : William
Henry, now assistant cashier in the State Sav-
ings Bank, and Carrie, living at home. The
son Augustus, who died at the age of thirty-

four, married Sophia Sandwich, who is still

living. The daughter Ella is the wife of

John Molkenbur of Woodville, a faitner in

that locality, and they have a daughter named
Florence. The other living daughter is Car-

rie, still at home with her parents. Among
the large possessions which William H. Bruns
has accumulated during the many years of

his active career should be mentioned several

farms aggregating altogether 2,500 acres.

A. J. HoTER has accomplished a great deal

since he started as a butcher's apprentice dur-

ing his early boyhood, and is now member of

the firm Daub, Schuehardt & Hoyer, the lead-

ing firm of retail meat dealers in Findlay.
ilr. Hoyer was born in Fostoria, Ohio, in

1873, a son of George and 31ary (Bannan)
Hoyer. He is of Gennan and Swiss stock.

His father was born in Germany, came to

America at the age of sixteen, lived in Boston
for several years and in 1875 came west to

Ohio. He died in 1915.

A. J. Hoyer attended the common schools of

Fostoria until he was twelve years of age and
then began learning the butcher's business

with the firm Lyberger & Lynch. He was with
them six months, and then worked at different

places until he removed to Findlay. Here for

a short time he was with Joseph Feldkercher

and tlien with J. P. Spayth. He retiumed to

Fostoria for a short time, but was soon in

Findlay again, and for ten years worked as

an all around man with one of the butcher

firms of the city. On July 24, 1903, he became
a partner in the firm of Daub, Schuehardt &
Hoyer, and now owns most of the stock of the

companj' and is practically head of the busi-

ness.

In 1898 he married Arista E. :Miller. daugh-
ter of B. Franklin and Elizabeth (Hein) Mil-

ler, of Findlay. Mr. and ilrs. Hoyer have

two children : Carl Miller, born in 1899, and
George Franklin, born in 1902. ^Ir. Hoyer is

a democrat, is affiliated with the Knights of

Pythias and he and his family worship in the

United Brethren Church.

Jay W. Borough has for twenty-one years

been cashier of the Hardy Banking Company
of North Baltimore. His career since early

youth has been identified with banking and

his success and position are due to complete
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eoncentratiou of study aud care upon one liue

of business.

The Hardy Banking Company was organ-
ized in 1896 under the state laws of Ohio.

One of the largest stockholders was James
Hardy, a prominent early settler of North
Baltimore and a man of large business affairs.

The company took its name from him. The
first president was D. W. IMurphy, of Toledo,

now deceased. The first vice president was
Dennis O'Brien of Parkersburg, West Vir-

ginia, also now deceased. Mr. Borough is the

only official who has been steadily with the

bank since it was organized and always in

tlie capacity of cashier. Mr. Murphy was
succeeded in the office of pi-esident by Dr.
D. W. Reddin, who still fills that post.' Mr.
Clark succeeded Mr. 'Brien as vice president

and he in turn by Dr. E. A. Powell, who is now
vice president. Both Doctor Powell and Doc-
tor Reddin are well known old timers of

North Baltimore.

The original capital stock of $50,000 has
never been changed. This is an institution

now with resources of nearly three hundred
forty thousand dollars and flie management
and service have always been such as to in-

spire complete confidence in the business com-
munity which the bank serves. The bank now
has deposits of over two hundred eighty thoii-

sand dollai*s. The board of directors consists

of Dr. D. W. Reddin, Dr. E. A. Powell, James
Cathers, A. H. Jimison, all of whom are local

residents and well to do men of North Balti-

more.
Mr. J. W. Borough was born in Hancock

County, Ohio, December 14, 1866. He spent

his early life on a farm there and his ad-

vantages in the counti-y schools were supple-

mented by six months in the Fostoria Acad-
emy. In 1887, at the age of twenty-one, he

came to North Baltimore, and soon became
connected with the Old People's Bank of that

town, which liquidated in 1893. Three years

later he assisted in organizing the Hardy
Banking Company, and has given his time and
talents to that institution continuously.

^Ir. Borough was a son of William I. and
Rhoda J. (Needles) Borough, both natives of

Pennsylvania, where they were reared and
married. Immediately after their marriage
they came to Ohio, locating near Mount Corey
in Hancock County, and in 1877 they removed
to Jackson Township in Wood Country. Here
the father improved a new farm and was suc-

cessfully identified with agriculture there for

many years. His wife passed away in 1910,

at the age of sixty-six. AYilliam I. Borough
still lives on his farm near North Baltimore
and at the age of seventy-six is working in

his fields almo.st every day and from his in-

dustry and vigor one would be completely de-

ceived as to his real age. His normal expecta-
tion of life is nnich greater than the average,
since his father lived to be past ninety and
his grandfather was 104 years of age when
he died in Pennsjdvania. His father died at

Traverse City, ^Michigan. William I. Borough,
with liis wife, has long been identified with
the United Brethren Church and in politics

lie is a republican. There were two sons, Jay
W. and Frank C. The latter was formerly
in the bank at North Baltimore but is now
a banker in Lawrenceville, Illinois. He mar-
ried Edith Chalfant, of North Baltimore, and
they have a son, William, now fourteen years
of age.

Jay W. Borough married at North Balti-

more Zella McClarran, daughter of Doctor A.
and Ellen (Bowles) McClarran. Her parents
are both deceased. They located near North
Baltimore toward the end of the seventies and
spent the rest of their days here. Doctor Mc-
Clarran and his wife wei'e both born in Amer-
ica of Scotch stock. ]\Ir. and Mrs. Borough
have one son, Fred, now eighteen years of age
and a graduate of tlie North Baltimore High
School with the class of 1916. He is now fill-

ing the responsibilities of assistant bookkeeper
in the Hardy Banking Company. Mrs. Bor-
ough is active in the Presbyterian Church,
while he is a member of the Knights of Pythias
and in politics a republican. For twenty-two
years he has filled the office of eitj- treasm-er

and is also secretary and director of the Hardy
^Machine Company, manufacturers of oil well

tools and supplies.

Ed\v.\rd B. Conliss has been a figure in To-
ledo journalism for upwards of twenty years.

He is vice president and business manager of
the Toledo News-Bee and his abilities have
found fullest exercise and chief success in

the management of this large newspaper.
'Sir. Conliss was born at Cooperstown, New

York, January 1, 1874, a son of Thomas and
Margaret (Delaney) Conliss. His liberal edu-
cation has been the fruit of experience rather
than of association with colleges, and he at-

tended only the common schools and an acad-
emy at Cooperstown.
For several years Mr. Conliss was con-

nected with the Republican at Findlay, Ohio,
and on coming to Toledo in 1899 worked with
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the Toledo Times and the Toledo News until

the consolidation of the News and Bee under
the title News-Bee. He has been with that

paper ever since it became the property of the

well kno-mi Scripps-McRae syndicate, and as

business manager has been largely responsi-

ble for building it up to its present high
prosperity and immense circulation.

Mr. Conliss is a man of public spirited ac-

tivities and freely contributes of his time
to public affairs, especially to the Commerce
Club, of which he is a director. He is a mem-
ber of the Toledo Club, the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks, the Yacht Club, the

Old Sod Club, the Young Men's Christian
Association, Commerce Club, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Rotarj- Club, Inverness Club, Toledo
Automobile Club. He is a Catholic and a
member of the Cathedral Parish. Mr. Con-
liss. who is unmarried, resides at 22 Kenil-

worth Drive in Toledo.

Prank P. Spitzer. It would be diffieult to

conceive of a more substantial eomliination for

the attainment of financial security than a

bank founded upoii the prosperity and landed
values of such a rich agricultural county as

Wood. The Citizens' Savings Bank of Pember-
ville, therefore, is illustrative of the best type
of bank in a farming community, something
founded upon a stable basis, which the panics
and the peculations of the metropolis cannot
affect. Frank P. Spitzer, president of this

institution and one of its founders, has been
identified with financial matters at Pemberville
since 1897, and during the twenty years of his

residence here has taken an active part in the

movements which have made for better civic

government as well as for improved conditions

generally. He was born in Medina County,
Ohio, February 1, 1868, and is a son of Aaron
and Anna M. (Collins) Spitzer.

Mr. Spitzer belongs to an old and honored
family of Medina County, which was founded
in America by his great-grandfather, a Dutch-
Huguenot, who came to this country prior to

the Revolutionary war, in which he served as

chaplain of a regiment of patriot soldiers.

Nicholas Spitzer, grandfather of Frank P., was
born in the Mohawk Valley of New York, from
whence he and his two brothers left for vari-

ous parts of the country, one going to IMichigan
and another to some Southern state. All were
in very modest financial circumstances, and as
they had no means of comnumicating with one
another lie soon lost sight of his brothers and
did not hear from them thereafter. Nicholas

Spitzer came to Ohio in 1836, at a time when
Cleveland was still a small hamlet, and located
six miles southwest of Medina, at that time one
of the principal trading points for the early
settlers of this locality. A few years later his

wife died on the farm, but Mr. Spitzer lived

for a long time thereafter, became a sound and
substantial citizen who was highh- thought of

by his fellow-citizens, and died when eighty-

four years of age. He and the grandmother
were faithful members of the German Luth-
eran Church. Of the children of Nicholas
Spitzer, three sous and two daughters lived to

grow to maturity.
Aaron Spitzer, father of Frank P., was born

in the State of New York, in 1826, and was a

lad of ten years when brought by his parents
to Ohio. He grew up amid pioneer surround-
ings and learned to be self-reliant and indus-

trious, received what education could be

secured in the primitive schools of his day,

and was trained in the arts and pursuits of the

farmer. For many years he was known as one
of the leading farmers and stockraisers of

Medina County, and one year prior to his

death changed his place of residence to the

City of Medina, where he passed away ilay

13, 1893, aged sixty-seven years. A man of

sterling character and probity, he established

an excellent record for business dealings and
public spirited citizenship, and his community
suffered a distinct loss in his death. Politi-

cally, he supported the candidates of the

republican party. Mr. Spitzer was married
in Medina County, and by his first wife had a

son, C. M., formerly of Toledo, but now a

resident of Los Angeles, California. Mr.
Spitzer next married j\Iiss Anna M. Collins,

who was born at Troy, New York, and now
resides at Medina, having been seventy-six

years of age on her last birthday, January 7,

1917. She is a member of the Congregational
Church, as was her husband. There were
three sons in the family : Frank P. ; Garrett

E., the proprietor of a stave manufacturing
plant at Maiden, Missouri, married and the

father of three sons ; aud Sidney of the Sidney
Spitzer Bond & Brokerage Co. of Toledo, and
acting as assistant cashier of the Citizens'

Savings Bank of Pemberville at the time of

organization.

Frank P. Spitzer grew up on the home farm
in Medina County, and received his education

in the public schools there and Oberlin (Ohio)

Business College, from which institution he

was graduated in 18SS. Following this he re-

turned to the liome farm for two vears, at the

i



I





HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO 205';

end of that time comraencirig his experiences
ill the field of finance as an employe of a bank
at Medina. The gi-eat panic of 1893 sent many
banking houses crashing into bankruptcy, but
Mr. Spitzer's institution withstood the shock

and came through with colors flying. In the

summer of 1895 Mr. Spitzer came to Pember-
ville, where, in company with C. S. Strong, he

founded the Strong Banking Company, a

private house. Two years later, July 22, 1897,

he became one of the incorporators of the Citi-

zens' Savings Bank, an institution which from
modest beginnings has grown to be one of the

strongest in Wood County, now having a

paid-in capital of $25,000. The first officers

of the bank were: President, G. W. Barnes;
vice president, M. Hobart; cashier, secretary

and treasurer, F. P. Spitzer, and assistant

cashier, Sidney Spitzer. In 1900, Allen 1).

Rees of Luekey, Ohio, became identified with

the bank, remaining until 1906, when he with-

drew, and John S. Hoyman succeeded Morris

Rees in the office of president. Mr. Hoyman
retired in 1915, at which time Frank P. Spitzer

became president, the other officials at this

time being H. F. Bowlus, vice president ; Otto

Bushman, cashier (who in October, 1916, suc-

ceeded S. R. Williams) ; Sidney Spitzer, as-

sistant cashier; and Jacob Clink, A. A.

Zindler, H. F. Bowlus, Frank Joseph, F. P.

Spitzer, George H. Speck, Otto Bushman,
George A. Weber, and Sidney Spitzer,

directors. It has been President Spitzer's

fortune to have drawn about him men of

energy and ability, and one of these was S. R.

Williams, a young man of progressive ideas,

who was with him for ten years, from 1907 to

1916, as assistant cashier and cashier, now a

resident of New Madrid, Missouri, where he is

engaged in business. The excellent condition

of the Citizens' Savings Bank of Pemberville

is shown in the condensed statement issued

at the close of business June 20, 1917, when the

following figures were given out : Resoiirces

:

Loans, $220,281.01; Bonds, $46,143.75; Real

Estate, Furniture and Fixtures, $8,000.00;

Overdrafts, $520.78; Cash on Hand and in

Banks, $82,501.66. Liabilities: Capital Stock,

$25,000.00; Surplus and Undivided Profits,

$7,772.98; Dividends Unpaid, $30.00; De-
posits, $324,644.22. Total, $357,447.20. This

bank was particularly active in the sale of

Liberty Bonds, and aided a number of its

depositors in buying loan bonds. It has always
been the policy of the institution to give aid

and money to the Government as well as to the

town and the communitv in which it transacts

its business, and the straightforward manner
in which it lias met all proposals has won it

many friends. As the guiding spirit of the
concern, Mr. Spitzer has shown himself a cap-
able, far-seeing and conservative financier,
with a comprehensive knowledge of banking
jirinciples and economic conditions; in short,
a man worthy of the trust placed in him by his

associates and tlic bank's depositor,s. He has
served his coimnunity as a member of the city
council and the school board, as well as in
other ways which have contributed to the ad-
vancement of Pemberville, and supports all

good civic movements, as well as those of the
Presbyterian ( 'Inii-cli, of which he and his wife
are members. I'ulii ically he is a republican.
As a fratenuilist. lie belongs to Pemberville
Lodge No. 516, Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons, of which he has twice been master.

Mr. Spitzer married Ora I\I. Wells, daughter
of Rev. W. L. and JIary (Moore) Wells, na-
tives of Southwest Ohio. Rev. Mr. Wells spent
his life in ministerial labors in the Methodist
Episcopal Church, principally at West Lafay-
ette. He and his wife died in Pemberville and
they were laid to rest side by side in the little

cemetery at West Lafayette. Three children
have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Spitzer:
Donald, a gi-aduate of the Pemberville High
School ; Beatrice, who is attending that insti-

tution
; and Edward Aaron, who is a student

in the gi-aded schools.

EzR.v G. Gill was bom in Wood County in
1865. When he was a child he went to Hills-
dale County, Michigan, with his parents,
George E. and Roziua (Moe) Gill; tliey were
the parents of six children, as follows- Ezra
G; Grant, who died in 1894; Herbert, living
near Grand Rapids, Wood County, Ohio;
Fred, who resides on the Maplewood Farm
owned by his brother; Sherman resides near
Weston, Ohio; and the only daughter. Rose,
died in young womanhood. His father was
born in Pennsylvania and his mother in Ohio
and they were married in Huron County.
When they came to Wood County the district
was practically all a swamp and from here
they moved to Hillsdale County, Michigan.
After twenty-one years they returned to Wood
County and the father located on his father's
(Harrison Gill's) homestead near Tontogany.
There the mother died three years later when
past fifty. The father is still living on the
old farm and is now seventy-six years old. He
and his wife were formerly active members of
the Congregational Church but afterward
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joined oue of the local denomiuatious repre-

sented near Toutoganj^ He has been a promi-
nent republican, always active in local affairs,

and for a number of years served as justice

of the peace
ilr. Gill entered business as a merchant at

Tontogany in 1890, and his interests in that

line and as a farmer have been steadily in-

creasing until he is now one of the leading
factors in the business and civic affairs of his

community.
He is head of the firm Gill & Company,

handling lumber, coal, hardware and auto-

mobile garage. His son is the active member
of the garage. They handle the ilaxwell and
Oldsmobile cars and also do a general repair

business. When Mr. Gill entered business at

this i^lace in 1890 he handled lumber and coal

and in 1905 opened a general store. The com-
pany carries a large general stock of merchan-
dise and it is one of the leading supply centers

for a large section of country surrounding
Tontogany.

ilr. Gill is also owner of a 110-acre farm
on the east side of the village. This farm is

a noted landmark in that section, part of it

being known as ilaplewood Park, and the en-

tire farm is known as the Maplewood Farm.
This park consists of a grove of handsome
maple trees, set out on the plan of a wheel,

the rows radiating from a central point like

a hub. This landscape feature was developed
by Mr. Roswell M. Skinner, who obtained the

land from the Government, improved it and
lived there for many years, eventually acquir-

ing about 500 acres. About fifteen years ago
Mr. Skinner died intestate, and the Probate
Court then allowed his widow to have the

farm as a home until her death, which oc-

curred about eight years ago. The property
under the will fell to the American Bible

Society, and this society subsequently sold out
the land in parcels. ]Mr. Gill acquired the

110 acres from the society, including the old

home and the park. IMr. Skinner had bought
most of the land from the (jdvernment. and
had paid for it by hunting eoons ; he figured

that each coon at $1.25 would pay for one
acre of land and he bought 450 acres, paying
for it in the above wa.v. Today this same land
would bring from $200 to $250 per acre. Mr.
Skinner was a notable pioneer of Wood
County, and was very prominent in the Pres-
byterian Church.

Since acquiring this picturesque spot Mr.
Gill has in many ways developed and beauti-
fied it, especially the park. He has made it

now a public institution by opening the
grounds for free use and every Sunday after-

noon in the summer the churches unite in
services in the beautiful grove. Mr. Gill mar-
ried in Wood County in 1890 ]\Iollie Smith.
She was born near Weston, Ohio, January 22,

1869, and was reared and educated in that
community and, like her husband, was for
some years a teacher. Her pai-ents were Wil-
liam and Jane L. (Miller) Smith, both natives
of Erie County, Ohio, where they grew up but
were married near Weston in Wood County,
ilr. Smith died in August, 1913, and his wife
in 1908. They were active supporting mem-
bers of the Christian Church and Mr. Smith
was a republican. Mrs. Gill's father made a
ci'cditable record as a soldier in the Union
army in Company K of the Eleventh Ohio
Infantry under Col. Isaac Sherwood, the
present congressman from the Toledo district.

He fought with the regiment in the Murfrees-
boro and other campaigns and was once seri-

ously wounded by the bursting of a .shell, and
left on the field for dead. He subsequently
revived and after recovering rejoined his regi-

ment and fought gallantly until the close of

the war. After the war he took up farming
and finally retired to Weston, where he died.

He was a member of Neibling Post of the
Grand Army of the Republic. ^Ir. and Mrs.
Smith celebrated their golden wedding anni-

versary on June 6, 1904, at Weston, Ohio.
Mr. and Mrs. Gill have one son. Harley E.

He was born June 30, 1893, graduated from
the local high school in 1910 and completed
the course of the Toledo High School in 1913.

He is now an active member of the firm Gill

& Company, and is an expert mechanic and
garage man. He married Blanche Wenig, of

Washington Township, Wood County, who is

a daughter of Jjohn and Elizabeth W^enig,

prominent fanuer of Washington Township,
Wood County. She was graduated from the

local high school. Mrs. Gill is an active mem-
ber of the Evangelical Church.

Edmund R.wmond Voorhees. A very ca-

pable and well informed lawyer at Woodville,

Edmund R, Voorhees has been in practice

twelve years and enjoys the cream of the legal

business in the Woodville community. When
the civic welfare is at stake he is also willing

to work hard and without expectation of re-

ward for some benefit that will accrue to all.

An Ohio man by birth, Edmund Raymond
Voorhees was born at Gibsonburg December
6, 1877, a son of James and ]\Iary Ann
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(Damn) Voorhees. His father followed the
trade of plastering and cement work. The
sou grew up in a home of good infiuence.s and
simple comforts, and acquired an education
in the public schools. After leaving high
school- he entered the Ohio Northern Uni-
versity at Ada, aud subsequently studied law
under J. L. Hart at Gibsonburg. After his

admis.sion to the bar on June "11, 1903, he
opened liis office and has since had his home
in Woodville. While he has taken many
cases of a general nature, Mr. Voorhees also

handles much of the public and business af-

fairs of a legal nature in Woodville. He is

attorney for the village n-prcscnts liotli banks,
is attorney for the Wiisliiimtim liuilding Lime
Company, and is siMictiny and atloniey for

the Woodville llutual l^ive Stock Insurance
. Association. He is a member of the Ohio
State Bar Association.

On May 12, 1910, Mr. Voorhees married
Henrietta Babione, of Woodville Township,
Sandusky County. They are the parents of

one daughter, Celestine Gladys.

SiMox Cohen. The presence of a business

man and public spirited citizen like Simon
Cohen is an asset to any community. He is

one of the newer business men of Pindlay, but
has shown a remarkable energy not only in

connection with his work as manager of the

People "s Shoe Store, but also in promoting the

general welfare of the community.
His career is one that has many lessons for

the struggling yoimg man. He was born near
Riga, Russia, in 1882, and of a substantial

family of Russian Jews, at one time prominent
merchants in that locality, ilr. Cohen has one
brother and four sisters still living. The fam-
ily maintained a private tutor for the educa-
tion of the children and Simon Cohen was
thus instructed until he was sixteen years of

age. He then took charge of his father's store

and continixed in business until he was nine-

teen. On account of political oppression in

Russia he practically exiled himself from that

country, and came alone to America, landing
at Baltimore. His sister Lena lived at Balti-

more. Here he worked at the tailor's trade
for five months and then witli a cash capital

of only 75 cents bought a small stock of tin-

ware and carrying the stock on his back he
peddled it through New York State, selling to

farmers. He finally paid $15 for a horse,

wagon and harness, and began traveling up
and down the roads of New York State, soon
paying for his equipment and vehicle aud

prospering so that at the end of two years he
had accumulated over $2,000. This capital he
immediately invested aud soon lost it all.

After this calamity he returned to Tioga
County, New York, bought a horse ou credit
from his friend, Eugene Schoenhover, a
farmer, bought a wagon on credit from another
friend, and still another friend stood good for
a set of harness. He also borrowed the cash
necessary to stock up. Again he was on the
road as a peddler. In order to avoid the ex-
pense of lodgings he slept by his wagon or in
the homes of friends. About that time he
bought an old engine from a farmer, paying
$25, and soon afterward sold it at a profit of
$45. He then began buying and selling, and
continued in that line for four years. He
next started a stock of jewelry and for a time
had a shop at Newca.stle, Pennsylvania, and at
Monessen, Penn.sylvania, he established a
clothing aud shoe store. He was there a year
and a half, but was unable to establish himself
in a profitable business. His next location was
Lynchburg, Pennsylvania, where he and a
partner started a store under the name Cohen
& Ives. Through the carelessness and neglect
of the partner the business soon failed. Mr.
Cohen then went to Newcastle, Pennsylvania,
and was in business for a time with his "brother.
He prospered there but in 1914 he again faced
bankruptcy. His next enterprise was a shoe
store at Rochester, Pennsylvania, and having
as his principal asset a reputation for good
business dealings he secured the credit neces-
sary to get his store stocked and he was once
more on the highway to success.

On April 12, 1915", Mr. Cohen came to Pind-
lay to become manager of the People's Shoe
Store, a branch of a house which has similar
stores in various cities. Here he has done
nnich to build up this store, and his public
spirit has led him into efforts at securing co-
operation between the merchants of the town
and the residents of the trade territoiy tribu-
tai-y to Findlay. He has especially studied
means hy which the people of the city and the
rural disfi-icts may come into closer and more
cordial relationship. He has thus formulated
a plan for an organization known as the iler-

chants and Farmers Institute. The principles
of this <ii-uaiiizati(iii are that the local merchant
shall t'liniish ill.' farmer a square deal and
thus slaiid licliiiid the l)usiness relations of the
communities which are naturally dependent
upon each other. The organization has also
encouraged a plan of public markets, where
the products raised in the country may be sold
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at fair prices by the farmer. Tliis plan of Mr.

Cohen has received the cordial approval of the

business men in general and the Commerce

Club and has been inaugurated with great

success.

Mr. Cohen was married November 10, 1913,

to Miss Rose Tobinfield, daughter of Max and

Sylvia Tobinfield, of Pittsburgh. They have

one daughter, Sylvia Floretta. Mr. Cohen is

a republican in national polities, but is strictly

non-partisan in local affairs. He is a member
of the Findlay Commerce Club and is a mem-
ber of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.

Alphons Philbert Schmidt has a long and

honorable record as a merchant at North Balti-

more. He is the leading dry goods merchant

of the town, and his store has steadily found

favor and prestige in that community because

every one recognizes the business ability and

integrity of the man at the head.

Mr. Schmidt was born in Fremont, San-

dusky County, Ohio, September 22, 1875. His

is an interesting family record. His parents

were Simon and Mary A. (Darr) Schmidt.

His paternal grandfather was a soldier in the

Napoleonic wars and was at the battle of Wa-
terloo. He afterward spent his life in Alsace,

where he died in old age. Simon Schmidt
was born in Alsace, near the City of Metz,

and was of French ancestry. He was born

there in 1820, grew up in his native city, and
as a young man served in the cavalry branch

of the regular army. He fought in several

wars, including a campaign in Algiers. He
learned the trade of cabinetmaker, and when
still unmarried, in 1852, he set out for the

United States. He crossed the ocean in a sail-

ing vessel, and after landing at New York
came West to Fremont, Ohio, where he estab-

lished himself in the business of his trade.

There he met and married Miss Darr. She
was born in Germany, of German ancestry,

in 1836, and was two years of age when her

parents immigrated to the United States.

They were members of a colony of German
people who settled on new land in Ottawa
County, Ohio, and her parents developed a
farm there, on which they spent the rest of

their lives. They were a fine old family and
all members of the Catholic Church. Mary
A. Darr was reared and educated in Ottawa
County, and after her marriage she and her
husband moved to Fremont in Sandusky
County, where they were long known as cap-
able and hard working people and substantial
members of their community. Simon Schmidt

died in 1906, at the age of eighty-three, and
his widow survived him until 1911. They
were married in April, 1856, and had cele-

brated their Golden Wedding anniversary a
short time before his death. Both were con-

firmed members of the Catholic Church, and
Simon Schmidt was a democrat. Of their

thirteen children, five sons and eight daugh-
ters, the subject of this article was the twelfth.

All the children grew up, and all are still

living except two, who died after their mar-
riage.

Alphons P. Schmidt was reared and edu-

cated in Fremont. He attended the parochial

schools there and later had a business college

course. At the age of fifteen he became self

supporting and has made his own way in the

world ever since by reliance upon his efforts,

judgment and enterprise. At first he worked

.

in manufacturing plants, but about the time
he reached his majority he became a merchan-
dise clerk and with what capital he was able

to accumulate he removed to North Baltimore
in 1902 and has since been an independent
business man. From 1902 to 1911 he was head
of the firm A. P. Schmidt & Company. In
1911 occurred a destructive fire in North Bal-

timore, which destroyed all the property on
the west side of the street where his business

was located. After this fire, in 1913, Mr.
Schmidt opened up a large stock of dry goods
and notions in his store 22x100 feet on the east

side and in the heart of the business district.

His well filled shelves and counters speak for

themselves as to the prosperity of the store.

Mr. Schmidt is a democrat and is affiliated

with tlie Findlay Council of Knights of Co-
lumbus.

Roland A. Hughes is one of the men who
do things and get things done in the com-
munity of Cygnet in Wood County. Mr.
Hughes is a banker, an extensive oil operator,

and also one of the leading farmers and stock

raisers in that community. Almost every ex-

pression of his life is in some form of practical

work. Everything he undertakes he makes
a success of and he has likewise been fortunate
in having in his wife a practical business

woman as well as a splendid home maker.
Mr. Hughes is president of the Cygnet Sav-

ings Bank. This institution was organized

in 1900, and has a capital of $25,000. He has

been president from the start. The bank has
had a healthy growth and reflects in its re-

sources the prosperous condition of the sur-

rounding country. The vice president is Wil-
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son Solether, while Charles Solether is cash-

ier. Besides these officials the other directors

are Henry Fi-yraan, Thomas Whitiker, J. C.

Soletlier "and "Wills E. Apple. The bank is

local depository for township and school funds.

Mr. Hughes was bom in Aroostook County,
Maine, September 10, 1853, and is of Irish

parentage. He is a son of Alexander and
Margaret (Buckley) Hughes. Both were na-

tives of County Clare, Ireland, and wgre mar-

ried in Maine after they came to the' United
States. Roland A. Hughes was sixteen years

of age when his father died and three years

later the death of his mother left him an
orphan. He early learned to look after him-
self, and with an eminently practical charac-

ter got along with very little education.

Mr. Hughes has been in the oil industry

since 1876. He acquired his first experience

in Butler County, Pennsylvania. In 1880 he

went to McKean County, Pennsylvania, and
was a successful operator there until 1890,

when he came to Wood County. As an oil

operator for the past forty-one years Mr.
Ilughes has become widely knowni in the Wood
County district and also in the states of Illi-

nois, Kansas and Oklahoma. He took some of

his capital and enterprise into Oklahoma in

1907. He is one of the interested capitalists

in the Barnesville Pool in Washington County,
Oklahoma, where he and Charles F. Solether

have some very valuable holdings and leases.

When Mr. Hughes came to Wood County
the oil industry was in its infancy. He gave
it encouragement through his active develop-

ments and has made this county one of the

largest producers in the state.

Some mention should also be made of his

farming and stock raising. He has a 300 acre

farm in Bloom Township, all well improved
with two complete sets of buildings. As a

breeder he handles only the graded stock, and
keeps a number of stallions, jacks and bulls

and feeds over 100 head of cattle and many
hogs every year. He also operates a high
class dairy.

In 1874, in his native county, Mr. Hughes
married Miss Helen L. Martin. She was
born and reared in the same neighborhood
and was well educated. Mrs. Hughes is one of
the few women who have a practical and thor-

ough knowledge of the oil industry. She can
handle practically every proposition connected
with oil production almost as well as her hus-
band, and many times has gone into the oil

fields and taken part in the practical work,
from directing the drill to the shooting of a

well. Mrs. Hughes is president of the local

Red Cross Society. Mr. Hughes is a demo-
crat in politics.

John Ciu'rch Allen. A family name that
has possessed itself of numerous worthy dis-

tinctions in Northwestern Ohio was founded
by the late John Church Allen, one of the
oldest and in his time one of the foremost
citizens of Lucas County.
Though a native of New England, where

his family had lived for generations, Mr.
Allen sjjent all his active years from early
childhood in Ohio, and was identified with
Lucas County from pioneer days. He was
born at ^lartha's Vineyard, Massachusetts,
January 27, 1809, and died in ilauraee, Ohio,
when nearly a hundred years old. His father,

James Allen, was born in the same locality of

Massachusetts, January 25, 1783. The grand-
father was born there also in 1763, while the
great-grandfather was born in 1719. The late

Mr. Allen's mother was Cynthia (Cottell)

Allen. She became the mother of four sons
and three daughters.

Owing to the family home being on one of

the exposed positions of the Atlantic coast,

the early generations suffered much from
depredations by the British during the Revo-
lutionary war. Much of the property was
taken away by force or destroyed. James Al-
len, father of John C, established on the

island of Martha's Vineyard the first nail

factory in the United States. During the
AVar of 1812, being unable to obtain raw ma-
terial or to sell his stock of nails, he was
forced to suspend operations. Then in 1815,
with his father and with their respective fam-
ilies, they set out for a new and unbroken
country beyond the Alleghenies. Coming to

Ohio, they settled at Zanesville. It re(|uired

six weeks to make the loiiu' and hiboi'ious juni'-

ney from New Englaml to Sdutln'in nhio.

James Allen died at Zancs\-ille in 1S47, -while

his wife passed away in 1863.

Reared in the wilderness of Ohio from the
time he was six years of age, John Church
Allen came to manhood with the training and
instinct of the pioneer. He was still a young
man when on March 10, 1835, he arrived at

Maumee in Lucas County. The following year
he opened a provision store and later he es-

tablished and for some years conducted the
Central House Hotel. As a merchant his busi-

ness record extended until 1872, covering a
period of thirty-six years.

He was not only a business man but a just
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and upright citizen and one who wielded more

than an ordinary influence in the early life of

JIaumee. He was a member of the first city

council, and was the fourth mayor to be

elected by the people of ilaumee. For twenty

years he"^served as city treasurer under Fred-

erick E. Kirkland, who was in office when the

Maumee Courthouse M^as first occupied. An
illustration of this old courthouse of Lucas

County at IMaumee is found on other pages of

this history For many years John C. Allen

was an active and useful member of the board

of education of Maumee, and he was a man
whose character and attainments enabled him

to perform a great deal of community work.

On September 30, 1839, John Church Allen

married ^liss Nancy Kirkland of Parkman,

Geauga County, Ohio. She was born in that

county :\Iarch 8, 1817. Her parents, Fred-

erick "aud Sophia (Parkman) Kirkland, were

married in September, 1808, and they were

numbered among the very earliest settlers of

Northern Ohio, having established a home in

Geauga County as early as 1806. The late

Mr. Allen and his wife were active members

of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Mau-
mee. John C. Allen was baptised by Bishop

Chase, the first Protestant Episcopal bishop

west of the Alleghenies aud at one time bishop

of the diocese of Ohio. J\Ir. and ilrs. Allen

became the parents of ten children : Mrs. W.
R. Carr ; John Church, Jr., who died July 31,

1855, at the age of thirteen ; Mrs. E. J. Lep-

pelman, who died in Washington, D. C, on

ilarch 9, 1886 ; James F. ; Noah N., who died

April 14, 1870 ; Francis E. ; George C. ; Henry
A. ; Charles E. ; and Lucy M. The sons, James

F. and Noah N., both served with creditable

records as volunteer soldiers in the Union

army during the Civil war.

Frank Guy Bl.vnchard, M. D. For nearly

twenty years Doctor Blanchard has practiced

medicine in Woodville. People of that com-

munity know him as an able and conscientious

physician aud a man who has conferred dig-

nity upon his profession. His name is also

associated with much of the community life.

His career as a practicing physician covers

more than a quarter of a century, but he still

keeps up with the profession as much as many
younger men.
A native of Pennsylvania, he was born in

Troy Township March 10, 1860, a son of

Jacob Guy and Sarah Jane (Marvin) Blan-

chard. His father was a contractor and
builder in Western Pennsvlvauia, and it was

in that section of country that Doctor Blan-

chard spent his early youth and manhood. In
1881 he finished the course of the Sunville

Seminary in Venango County, Pennsylvania,

and soon afterwards took up the study of

medicine. .Doctor Blanchard is an alumnus
of the Western Reserve Medical College,

which awarded h)im his degree Doctor of

Medicine on March 7, 1888. During the years

up to ^94 he was engaged in a promising

practice at Pleasantville, Ohio, but then on

account of illness had to retire from profes-

sional work for two years. In May, 1896,

he located in Woodville, and has since eu-

.ioyed a large general practice. He is a mem-
ber of the Sandusky- County and the Ohio
State Medical societies and the American
Medical Association, and has served as health

officer of the town. For years he was a mem-
ber of the local school board. Fraternally

Doctor Blanchard is a lodge and chapter

Mason.
On December 16, 1885, Doctor Blanchard

was married in Venango County, Pennsyl-

vania, to Martha Catherine Sharp-Plumb.
To their marriage have been born two daugh-
ters. Josie, who died June 15, 1916, was Mrs.

Albert Henry Vilbrandt, and she left one

child. Byrd is now Mrs. William Byran
O'Connor of Woodville. Mr. O'Connor is a

driller in the lime quarries. They have three

children.

Flobien Giauque. The name of a prom-
inent Cincinnati lawyer, author, litterateur,

figures in Northwest Ohio history chiefly be-

cause of his extensive land holdings and more
important .still because of the influence he has

exercised on development work in and around
Deshler in Henry County.

Quite early in his career Florien Giauque
became noted for his exceptional skill in the

handling of real estate law cases. As early as

1885 he was selected by the wealthy Deshler

heirs of Columbus to look after their holdings,

comprising a vast bulk of lauds in Henry
County. These De.shler lands were largely

unproductive, not because they were lacking in

fei-tility but becaiLse the necessary develop-

ment work had not been done. It was a dis-

trict of swamps, heavy timber, and of only

casual cultivation and improvement. Mr.

Giauque, as already stated, had handled much
litigation invoh-ing real estate, and had had
some personal experience in real estate invest-

ments, chiefly in Missouri. He also had the

insight and vision which enabled him to see
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possibilities where many persons would find
only ground for pessimism. Thus when the
dissatisfied owners of the great black swamp
district in which the Deshler lands were lo-

cated offered their property for sale Mr.
Giauque purchased it and thus acciuired more
than 2,500 acres. The residents of Henry
County are thoroughly familiar with what has
been accomplished. "When the land was
drained and its heavy timber cleared oif, noth-
ing could surpass it in fertility and in pro-
ductiveness snstaiiiod yonr aftor yoar at a

ma.xJmuiii yirld. .Ah-. (JiaiKiuc aftn- .j.^lting

the preliminary iiii|>i'(ivciii('iits made miM most
of the land at great financial profit. This in

itself was an important achievement sufficient

to link his name with the permanent prosperity
of Henry County.
But his interest in the De.shler community

has been a continuing cue. He I'ecognized the
possibilities of Deshler as a .junction point on
the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton and the
Baltimore & Ohio railways, and further as a

station on the Ohio Electric Line. 'Sir.

Giauque, while never a resident of Deshler,
has been as keenly interested in its develop-
naent as any local citizen. He spent money
lavishly on local improvements, and how well

tlie community has responded is a matter of

special delight to him. For one thing he
erected the well appointed and modern fifty-

room hotel which bears his name and which is

known to commerieal travelers all over North-
west Ohio. He also put up some of the largest

and best blocks in the town, all of them solid

brick buildings, and they would be a credit to

places several times the size. At one time he
owned most of the property on both sides of

iMain Street, and even now he owns about 100
tenant houses in the town, which he built in

advance of development and for the good of

the community.
An appropriate sketch of the career of

Florien Giauque will lend distinction to these

pages. He was born on a farm near Berlin,

Ohio, 'Slay 11, 1843, and is descended from
some of the early Swiss families of Holmes
County, Ohio. Some of these families were the

Giauqites. the Guillaumes and the Marehands,
who came out of the Canton of Berne in the

French speaking part of Switzerland to Ohio
between the years 1830 and 1836. They have
l)een described as sturdy folk, self-respecting,

honest, industrious, law abiding, Protestant
and not illiterate. Among them was John
David Giauque, gi-andfather of the Cincinnati

lawver. His son Augustus, father of Florien,

married Sophia Guillaume, and they subse-
ciuently moved to a farm about a mile south-
west of Berlin, Ohio. Their three children to
grow up were : Sophia ; Emely, who married
Jacob W. Auderson, the latter dying while a
Union soldier ; Mary A. J., who married W. S.
Peppard, a lawyer; and Florien.

In 1849 Florien 's father removed to Wayne
County, Ohio, and died soon afffrwanl, leav-
ing his widow only means euou-li wiili which
to buy a modest cottage in Fr^(lrli,k^li|(|^ in
the same coimty. She kept her children to-

gether and sent them to the public school and
to the Presbyterian School, and as part of their
education insisted that they speak French.
This knowledge of a foreign language, incul-
cated much against his will at the time, Florien
Giauque has always been grateful for. In
IS.).') his iiKith.i' laaii-ied Ulysses Jeanneret,
another reincseiitai i\ e of the Swiss people.
He was a very jirae) ii-al business man. pro-
vided well for bis I'amilw l.iit had ne s\iu-

pathy with Florien 's ,h'siiv \\,v .m .,hn-:it'i(iii.

lu his early IioxIkkmI I'dmien (iiauque felt

an unceasing apical finm the 'still snmll
voice" within him td study and ^vt a college
editcation. In some way he had learned that
his ancestors in Switzerland were people of
considerable learning and of social preten-
sion.s, and he made up bis miml that his own
life in America sliould have eonsisteney with
his forebeare. His fii-st instruetion aside from
that given him by his mother was acquired in
a subscription school taught by an accom-
plished neighbor woman, and Florien was not
too proud to drive her cow to pasture and back
home as part pay for his tuition. There are
few men, even in the ranks of the more sue-
ees,sful, who can say that they have unflinch-
ingly and undeviatingly carried out a fi.xed

ideal and purpose formulated in early youth.
That is perhaps Florien Ciauque's most inter-

esting distinction and one that affords inspira-

tion to the earein-s of younger men. As a boy
he determined to become a lawyer. It should
be remembered that be was jioor and had the
utmost difficulty in securing even a common
school education. His stepfather was opposed
to such pretentious ideas and at almost every
turn he met obstacles in the way of carrying
out his purpose. But he persisted and won the
fight to secure a liberal education and eventu-
ally admission to the bar, and what he has
accomplished in his profession is a complete
.iustification for the unwavering ambition of
his youth. He enjoyed boyish sports, but i;sed

every possible spare inoment in reading, and
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at the same time worked to support the family

and pay his own expenses in the subscription

school. For two terms he attended an excel-

lent academy maintained in the Village of

Fredericksburg. One of his classmates there

was John K. Cowan, who later became prom-
inent as chief counsel, president and receiver

of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad.

In a career dominated bj' such purpose it is

only natural to look for a positiveuess of char-

acter and somewhat of an indifference to pub-

lic oijinion when convinced by conscience and
rea.son that his course is right and just.

Florien Giauque grew up in a time much more
liberal in respect to many things than is true

of modern social standards. He resolved that

he would sow no wild oats, would refrain from
the use of all intoxicants, including tobacco,

and has not only carried out these principles

strictly but has always lived very simply if

not akstemiously, indulging such bevei-ages as

tea and coffee very mildly. His family were
all democrats, but he resolved to become a

republican. This choice of a political party

increased his stepfather's disgust. His posi-

tion at home was not altogether pleasant,

though he was devoted to his mother and at

her request remained with her until her death

and practically nursed her throughout her last

illness and has since found that one of the

greatest satisfactions of bis life. His mother
died in 1861. At that time the family physi-

cian requested the lioy to enter his home and
office and take up the study of medicine. It

was an offer which in ordinary circumstances

woiild have meant much to him and would
liave opened the way to a promising and no
doubt a .successful career. But he frankly told

the doctor of his resolution to become a lawyer
and tliat nothing could be allowed to stand in

the way of carrying out that design.

At the time of his mother's death he was
eighteen years old. As a result of work at

different times he had accumulated a small

fortune of $20. He used that to attend five

months of school at Vermilion Institute. In
those years his chief resource as a livelihood

was manual toil. He has always respected the

dignity of manual toil as a stepping stone to

higher things. He worked out on farms, and
as soon as competent and qualitied he secured
the position of teacher in a public school near
"Wooster.

For a young man who had so carefully
thousrht out and was so intensely ambitious as
to his future plans, it is not surprising that

the duty he recognized to become a soldier in

the Civil war involved the severest kind of

self-sacrifice and self-abnegation. He deter-

mined that he ought to enlist, and enlist he
did in Company H of the One Hundred and
Second Ohio Volunteer Infantry. Through
the hardships of the war to its close he served
under Generals Buell, Rosecrans, Thomas,
Sherman a.ud Grant. Few men suffered more
from the disease and ills of army life, and
again and again he passed through severe at-

tacks of fever and other disease and yet he
never asked for nor received a furlough, was
uncomplaining and cheerful in obedience to

command, and went through to the end, com-
ing out of the war hollow-chested, stoop-shoul-

dered, weak and emaciated, and it was more
than three years after his discharge before he
weighed as much as when he enlisted.

During one spell of illness he was in a

hospital at Nashville, Tennessee. While in a

convalescent camp near that city he deter-

mined that he was fit for a resumption of

active duty. The .surgeon curtly informed
him that he must remain in camp. He boarded
a freight train bound for the South, but hav-

ing no official discharge he was ordered off by
the military conductor. He finally took his

place unobserved between a couple of cars, and
after the train was well under way he went
back to the caboose. The conductor, astonished

and angry, came at him in a verj^ threatening

manner, but the boy calmly informed him that

he knew he would not be put off since that

would mean capture by the rebels. The con-

ductor closed the colloquy with the words:
"Well, you are the most anxious soldier to

get to your regiment I ever saw." The next

morning, arriving at his destination, he re-

ported for duty to his colonel, who told him
he had received information by wire that he

had deserted. After allowing the enorihity of

such a charge to sink in, the colonel said

:

"But you deserted in the right direction, you
can go to .vour company."

Only one other time during his army career

did Florien Giauque disobey orders. While
suffering the tortures of disease his physician

ordered him to drink ale, but Giauaue was not

to be shaken from his early resolution and
absolutely refused to take the dosage. Under-
standing his principles the kind physician ex-

cused him. Even while in the army Mr.
Giauque showed his leader.ship among men,
and was appointed to a non-commissioned of-

fice. He served in that commission during
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most, of his military experience aud only
modesty prevented liim from obtaining higher
preferment.
Mr. Giauque made another resolution which

he kept, .and that was that he would never
apply for nor accept a pension for his services

as a soldier until by a general law practically

every soldier of the war should be granted one.

After his return home, though weakened with
illness and exposure, he re-entered Vermilion
Institute, and while there carried studies in

some of the regular classes and was also a

teacher. In 1866 he entered Kenyon College

at Gambier and remained there until he grad-

uated with honors in 1869. Such was his

standing as a student that he won the honorai'y

scholarship fraternity Phi Beta Kappa. He
completed a four years' course in three years

and at the same time had taught Latin and
other classes in the preparatory schools at

Gambier and a iniiiilici' of private pupils. He
had a class of iirivatf pupils consisting of

young ladies at .Mdunt \'ernon, five miles

away, i.nd walkcil liiick and forth through all

kinds of XM-atlicr t\\ ice a week one entire win-

ter. As a result of such unflagging industry

and determination ilr. Giauque came out of

college not only out of debt but also with $90
in his pocket. Since then Mr. Giauque has

sei-ved as a trustee of Kenyon College, and has

received from that institution the honorary
degi-ees A. M. and LL. D., the latter chiefly

liecause of his authorship of certain law books.

While in college he had as classmates the sons

of some rich and aristocratic families of east-

ern cities. He came to have a better appre-

ciation of the essential democracy of young
men of wealth, since these rich fellow students

showed for him complete respect for his con-

duet and success even though he was of poor
and humble family. He was accorded the

highest honor of his literary .society, the Philo,

when he was elected in his senior year as

orator on Washington's Birthday. The repu-

tation as a speaker and writer which has fol-

lowed him so persistently in later years Mr.
Giauque acquired while in Kenyon College.

In 1868 he delivered an oration on his father's

native country, Switzerland, and it was ac-

corded unstinted appreciation and praise both
for the thorough knowledge he showed of the

land of his ancestors and the feeling with
which he portrayed the patriotic spirit prev-

alent in the land of William Tell. Mr.
Giauque. needless to say, when his army record
is considered, has proved as patriotic to

America as his fathers were to their native

Switzerland.

Even after leaving Kenyon College there

stood between him and his cherished goal sev-

eral years of hard and self-denying work. To
make his living while he studied law he taught
school. He had been granted a state teaclier 's

certificate, indicating that he had passed an
examination with high grades in twenty-seven
different branches. Mr. Giauque went to Glen-
dale, a suburl) of ('incinnati, and served as

principal nf its pnl)lic schools until 1875. He
was seven times un.inimously elected principal

and refused 1 hi' seventh term. In the mean-
time he luhl sIikUimI law under the late Justice

Stanley .Maliliews, ilieu a resident of Gleudalc.

In 1675 he gave up teaching and opened a law
office in Cincinnati and has been continuoasly

an active and influential member of the bar

of that city for over forty years, iluch of the

time he was in partnership with Henry B.

McCTure. Mr. Giauque still lives at Glendale.

In politics he has been a republican, a
•strong advocate of its principles, but has been

too busy with his profession and other affairs

to seek even local offices. However, he could

not refuse to accept some of the honors con-

ferred upon him by his neighbors at Glendale,

and served as solicitor and mayor of the vil-

lage, as president of the school board, presi-

dent of the waterworks board and member of

the board of health.

Mr. Giauque is widely known among the

profession as a leeal writer and editor. Among
the publicatiims assoeiated with his name are

" Giauque 's Revised Statutes of Ohio," "Set-
tlement of Decedent's Estates," "Manual for

Assignees," "ilanual for Guardians," "Man-
ual for Notaries," "Road and Bridge Laws of

Ohio," and he and his law partner prepared
"Life Tables," a work of great value. For
more than twenty years he prepared and kept
revised The Robert Clarke Company's series

of legal blanks.

Mr. Giauque 's literarv- interests are wide
and varied, and he has both written and
spoken much on scientific and patriotic ques-

tions. He is fond of American Archaeology,

and has gathered a fine collect ion of stone and
copper prehistoric implements and pottery.

This collection was exhibited and won medals
at various expositions, including the Centen-
nial at Philadelphia in 1876. He was one of

the men who had charge of the Ohio Archae-
ological Exhibits at that Centennial. Much of

the collection was destroyed by fire.
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Mr. Giauque has been an extensive traveler.

For business as well as pleasure he has visited

most of the states of the Union and has ac-

quired his extensive real estate interests largely

as a result of personal observations of oppor-

tunities. He has owned many thousands of

acres in Loiusiana and other portions of the

South, and in Sabine Parish, Louisiana, a

town was named for him, Florien.

Mr. Giauque was married November 18,

18S4, to :\riss :\lary :\rillpr, daughter of Wil-

liam II. Miller, llci- t'allii'r was a lawyer of

llaniiltciii, ( )lii(i, anil \\as killed in action while

an oflicer of the Union army during the Avar.

Mrs. Giauque was a granddaughter on her

mother's side of John Woods, long a leading

Ohio lawyer and at one time member of Con-
gress, auditor of the state, and prominently
identified with early canal and railroad build-

ing. Five of ilrs. Giauque 's ancestors were
soldiers on the American side in the Revolu-

tionary war and others were in Colonial wars.

Mrs. Giauque is now deceased, and there were

no children of their marriage.

Charles A. Gr.\h.\m is one of the very suc-

cessful business men of Lima. He was a

farmer boy by training, started life without

capital or special influence, taiight and man-
aged schools for many years, and now has a

gi'eat variety of interests, chief among which
are his duties as secretary nf the Central

Building and Lnan ( 'ompaiiy of Lima.
Mr. Graham was ideniiiied with the organ-

ization of this company, and since 1908 has

been its secretary. This company has com-

pleted ten full years of business activity. The
year lOlfi was one of the best in its history,

tile ciiinpaiiy's growth in that year was mea-
suivd liy nearly $135,000 increase, and the

present assets are over $576,000. During its

ten years the company has never foreclosed a

morigage, has never lost a cent on a loan, and
as security for its depositors and shareholders

it has loans on first mortgage real estate of

more than $500,000. While perhaps not the

largest this company is one of the strongest in

Northwest Ohio, and otherwise its record is

unexcelled.

Mr. Charles A. Graham was born in a log

cabin, which is still standing, in Auglaize
County, Ohio, November 17, 1864. His par-

ents were John and Mary (Tussing) Graham.
The Grahams go back to early pioneer times
in Auglaize County. Grandfather Charles
Graham was a native Iri.shman, came to Aug-
laize County in early days, and acquired land

from the Government, his i:)atent being signed

by President Andrew Jackson. He also as-

sisted in building the St. Marys Reservoir.

This ancestor brought with him from Ireland

a watch, and it is still a prized relic in the

family. John Graham, father of Charles A.,

was born in Auglaize County July 1, 1839.

He was born, reared and died on the same
farm. That farm is now owned by his widow
who was born in Franklin County, Ohio, July
21, 1840, and is now in her seventy-seventh

year. They were married in Allen County. Of
their five children, four are living: Charles

A, ; Thomas H. on a farm in Auglaize County

;

Anna D., wife of William White, a farmer in

Auglaize County: and George W., who owns
a farm in Allen County. John Graham and
wife were members of the Christian Church.
He was a democrat, was a well educated man,
was an excellent penman and was well read.

His brothers Thomas and Christopher were
both soldiers in the Civil war. Thomas was
killed near Baltimore while Christopher went
througli the war and is now living in Allen

County. Mr. Graham's maternal grandfather
was John Tussing of German descent.

Charles A. Graham started life with the

resolution and ambition to make the best of

every opportunity. From the farm and coun-

try schools he broadened his advantages by a
student career in the Ohio Northern University

at Ada. At the age of eighteen he taught his

first school and continued in that work for

twenty years. Most of the teaching was in

Auglaize and Allen counties. For eight years

he was superintendent of schools at Lafayette,

and he closed his career as a teacher as super-

intendent of the Spencerville schools.

. He assisted in organizing the Central Build-

ing and Loan Company at Lima on September
1, 1906, and has since been actively identified

with its management. He was elected secre-

tary in 1908. Much of the responsibility of

its "management has devolved upon him, and
he can personally be credited with much of its

prosperous record.

However, ilr. Graham has been identified

with Lima and Allen County in many other

important relationships. He served two terms

as clerk of courts from August, 1909, to Aug-
iist, 1913. For six years he was county school

examiner of Allen County, and is now and has

been for twelve years secretary of the Allen

County Agricultural Society and for eighteen

years has served on the board of directors of

that society. Mr. Graham has done much to

bring about a cordial relationship between the
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interests of the city and those of the country
districts. He is director and recording secre-

tary of the Lima Y. M. C. A. and is a member
of the executive and business eoiniiiittee of the

Ohio State Sunday School Assoriation. In
season and out of season lie is a booster for

Lima and Allen County.
In 1888 Mr. Graham married Eva Inez

AVoniicll. She was born in Allen County,
daughter of the late Edward and ilary Jane
Wonnell. Edward Wonnell was an early

settler at South Warsaw in Allen County, was
for many years a merchant, served as post-

master of the village thirty years, receiving his

first appointment to that office from President

Lincoln. Mr. Wonnell was a soldier in the

Civil war. ilr. and Mrs. Graham have two
cliildren : Helen Estelle is a graduate of the

Lima Business College and is now and has been

for several years deputy clerk of courts. Rfts-

sell Thoburn Graham is a graduate of the Lima
High School, and is now bookkeeper for the

Central Building and Loan Company.
ilr. Graham and family are members of the

First Christian Church. He has been promi-

nent in Odd Fellowship, has lieen through all

the chairs of the SnlHU'ilinali- l-oduv and En-
campment, was ri'pnsi'iitnti\i' tn llie Grand
Encampment eight ycaiN. has I'crrntly closed

his term as grand junior warden and is now
grand senior warden of the State of Ohio. The
majority given him in liis election as grand
junior warden was the largest ever paid to a

candidate for that office. He has also filled

all the chairs in the ]\Iodern Woodmen of

America, having lieen consul for several years.

He is also affiliated with Lima Lodge No. 54,

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the

Knights of Pythias, the IVIaccabees, the Royal

Arcanum, and the Loyal Order of Moose. In

politics Mr. Graham is a democrat and has

rendered valuable services to the party.

Len L. Trout is one of the practical and
aggressive business men of North Baltimore,

and has built up one of the leading commercial

establishments of the town as a dealer in furni-

ture, carpets, musical instruments and other

househokl wares and equipment.

Mr. Trout has been in active business in

North Baltimore since 1904. For the past

eight years he has occupied the Dirk Build-

ing, with a forty-five foot frontage and a hun-

dred feet in depth. He has both floors of this

building in use for his stock. The building

was built and designed especially for use as

a furniture store, and that class of business
has been conducted here for thirty years.

Mr. Trout came to North Baltimore from
Findlay, Ohio, for the purpose of stai'ting a
branch house of the Trout Brothers firm of

that city. These brothers conduct a large
store at Findlay, which was established in Sep-
tember, 1900, and is operated on the same high
plane as the store at North ^Baltimore.

The Trout family is one of the oldest and
most substantial of Hancock County, Ohio,
where they have lived through four genera-
tions, for a period of nearly ninety years. Len
L. Trout was born in that county on a farm.
This farm was the old homestead entered bj^

his great-grandfather, John Trout, for his son
George. George was the grandfather of Len
L. John and Eleanor Trout and their family
removed from Perry Count.v, Ohio, to Han-
cock County in 1828. John Trout became one
of the men chiefly influential in laying out
and founding the Town of Van Buren. He
was a thorough business man and practical

farmer and he died at the old homestead in

1832. At Van Buren he had conducted a

hotel knowu as the Trout House. A sigu

swung before the door of this hotel bearing
the picture of a trout to correspond with the
family name. John Trout fought in the sec-

ond war with Great Britain in 1812. He had
three children, George, Ephraim and Jack.
Of these George was the grandfather of Len
L. Trout. George Trout married Caroline
Heller and had six children, including Judson
B. Judson B. Trout was born in Hancock
County seventy years ago, and has lived an
industrious and active career as a farmer aud
is now living retired at Van Buren. His wife
died in December, 1912, in her sixty-fifth year.

She was an active member of the United
Brethren Church.
Len L. Trout is the youngest of three chil-

dren. The oldest is George P., who is senior

partner of the firm of Trout Brothers in the

furniture business. He is married and has
a daughter, Irene. The second child is ^Irs.

Cora Campbell, wife of Frank Campbell,
who.se father, Hugh Campbell, was one of the
early residents of North Baltimore. Mrs.
Campbell has one son, Roy.
Len L. Trout grew up in Hancock County,

acciuired a common .school education, and at

an early age identified himself with business
affairs and has become successful. At Findlay
he married j\Iiss Dolly Lyne. She was born
thirty-five years ago near Findlay and was
reared and educated there, ilr. and Mrs.
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Trout have four eliildreu : Clarence, aged fif-

teen, now a student in the North Baltimore
High School; ]Mary, aged ten, in the fifth

grade of the public schools; Grace, aged six,

and Leu L., Jr., born iu 1916. Mr. Trout is

a Chapter Mason at Findlay and in politics is

an independent republican. He has contrib-

uted to the development of North Baltimore
by the erection of'a fine cottage home on South
Main Street and in every way is closely as-

sociated with the prosperity and progress of

that town.

Hon. Clyde R. Painter was graduated
from the Ohio Northern University in 1892,

and later passed one year in the Ohio State

University at Columbus, Ohio, specializing

in law. He took up the study of law under
Ira C. Taber, then of Bowling Green but now
general counsel for the National Supply Com-
pany of Toledo. Since his admission to the

bar in 1896 Jlr. Painter has been one of the
leading lawyers of Bowling Green, has served
in- the Legislature and in many ways has
made his profession a means of important
service to the community.

After his admission to the bar he was asso-

ciated as a law partner with Mr. Taber until

the latter removed to Toledo. For the past
twenty years he has practiced alone and has
handled a large volume of important litiga-

tion in the local and state courts.

Mr. Painter was elected a member of the
Legislature in 1897 and served continuously
from 1898 until 1902. He was chairman of
the judiciary committee and held various
other committee assignments. He has been
chairman of the Standing Republican Caucus
of the Legislature during his last term and iu

1906 was nominated for state senator from
the Thirty-third District. However, in that
.year he failed to overcome the large demo-
cratic majority. He was at one time the
candidate of his party for common pleas
judge. In politics he has wielded a large in-

fluence in Wood County and for years has
been a well known figure in local, congres-
sional and state conventions of his party.

Mv. Painter was born in Wood County in

1866 and has always lived here. He is of
Scotch-Irish and Dutch ancestiy, and the
Painters have been well known in Penn.syl-
vania for generations. His grandfather, Peter
Painter, came from Allegheny County in
Western Pennsylvania to Columbiana County,
Ohio, and subsequently pioneered into Wood
County, making the journey over the rough

roads and through the woods with wagons
and ox teams. His location was in the forests

of Bloom Township, and there he cleared up
and improved a farm. His death occurred
before the Civil war and he left his widow and
a large family. He married Elizabeth ilus-

ser, who died in 1898. Her father, MichaeL
ilusser, great-grandfather of ^Ir. Painter, was
a soldier under General Harrison during the

War of 1812 and was in the battle at Fort
Meigs and in numerous other engagements.
He was one of the pioneers who made early

history in Wood County, where he spent his

last years.

Peter S. Painter, father of the Bowling
Green lawyer, was the eighth in a family of
eleven children. He was born in Bloom Town-
ship of Wood Couut.y on August 6, 1841, and
is still living, active and vigorous for his years
and for his varied experiences. During the
Civil war he enlisted in Company H of the

Forty-ninth Ohio Volunteer Infantry under
General Gibson, and served as a private for

three years and six months. Among the major
battles in which he participated were those

of Pittsburg Landing, Chickamauga, Lookout
Mountain and Missionary Ridge, and toward
the end of his service he was wounded by
gunshot and also by the explosion of a shell

which fractured several ribs. After three

years and six months in the army he was
given his honorable discharge and returned
and for the past fifty years has been quietly

engaged in the vocation of agriculturist. Po-
litically he is a republican and has been a
more than interested participant in the coun-
cils of his party. He has served on various
committees and has been a delegate to county,

congressional and state conventions. Peter

S. Painter was married in Wood County to

Mary J. Sehwinehart, who was born and
reared iu this county and died at the old

homestead in October, 1911, aftjtlie age of six-

ty-eight. She was an active member of the

Christian Church, as is her husband.
Clyde R. Painter was the oldest in a family

of four children. His sister, Mollie, married
William Holmes and died at the old homestead
near Bloomdale, Ohio, leaving a daughter,

Jeanette Holmes, who is now living with her
grandfather in Wood County. Lissa A. is

still at home, is a college graduate and is a
teacher. Evaline is the wife of Vaneier Fies-

ael, a farmer of Bloom Township near the old

Painter home. They have a daughter, Mollie,

who is now attending high school. Mr. Cl.ydc

K. Painter has never married. Fraternally
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he is affiliated with the Benevolent and Pro-
tective Order of Elks, The father of the above
children was in very meager circumstances,
especially so while his children were of

school age, but he gave each of them a college

education.

R. J. DoRNEY, of Arlington, Ohio, has dis-

tinguished himself by that hard work which
alone enables a man to conquer success and
acquire and manage numerous interests profit-

ably and well. While Mr Dorney has retired

from some of his business activities, he is still

president and a director of the Farmers and
Merchants Banking Company of Arlington.

He was born at Arlington, Ohio, April 16,

1862. a son of Robert and Clara (Myers)
Dorney. His father w'as born on the Isle of

Man, a British subject, in December, 1821.

When a small child he was brought to Amer-
ica by his uncle and was bound out among
strangers. He spent those early and hard
working years near Cleveland, and though his

indenture was until he reached his majority,

he left his employers at the age of eighteen,

practically running awa.y. At the time he had
only a three cent piece in his pocket He then

learned the blacksmith trade and for a time

was employed in the iron work for the con-

struction of canal boats at Boston in Stark
County. On December 9, 1845, in Stark

County, he was married by Squire Chamber-
lain to Miss Clara Myers. In 1856 Robert
Dorney removed to Arlington, Ohio, and
opened a blacksmith shop on ]Main Street. He
continued liis work there until the beginning

of the Civil war, when he enlisted and served

as a private in the Sixty-sixth Illinois Sharp-

shooters. He was also assigned to work on a

supply wagon and as a blacksmith. He spent

thirteen months in the army, until January,
1868. After the war he resumed his trade at

Arlington and also acquired 160 acres of land

within the corporation limits. He was noted

as a natural mechanic in iron and steel and
was a very versatile as well as successful busi-

ness man His death occurred in Arlington

in 1884.

He and his wife had the following children

:

ilarshall, who was born November 15. 1846,

and died in August. 1847. Robert Fulton,

born November 14, 1849, died September 12,

1850 : Arthur J., born in January, 1851, and
now a retired farmer at Clare, ^liehigan;

Julius Zacharias, born November 21. 1852,

now deceased; George Sidall, born January
28, 1856, and died October 25, 1899; Alice
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Almeda, born in 1854, and the deceased wife
of Jacob Kiebler; Allen Ricketts, born at
Arlington November 15, 1859; and Robert
John W^esley, the special subject of this
sketch.

Mr. Dorney had his early training in the
public schools, attending school in the winter
time and during the summer season develop-
ing his muscle by helping pull stumps, rolling
logs and clearing up the home farm. At the
age of eighteen he gave up schooling and be-
gan working about among the neighboring
farmers. He distinguished himself even then
by a long look ahead and was keenly inter-

ested in saving his money so as to get into
business for himself. Finally with a modest
capital he and his brother George started a
brick yard. That proved a disastrous venture
and all his savings were lost. During 1885
^Ir. Dorney traveled over Ohio, Illinois and
North Dakota, and was employed by the Wal-
ter A. Wood Company of Gleuus Falls, New
York, to set up the binders which were then
praetiealh' new in the han'esting machine
line.

On April 3, 1886, Mr. Dorney married Miss
Ida May Ghaster, a daughter of Solomon and
Mary (Fox) Ghaster. Her parents were
farmers near Mount Corey, Ohio, and of Ger-
man stock of the so-called Pennsylvania
Dutch. Mrs. Dorney is of Revolutionary
ancestry.

Mr. and Mrs. Dorney now live in a hand-
some red brick house just across the street

from the old Dorney homestead in Arlington.
After his marriage Mr. Dorney rented a farm
of ninety-five acres from his wife's mother,
and has since continued its active manage-
ment. In 1891 he engaged in the wire fence
business and bought a patent right for Han-
cock County. He made a great success in
selling fence. Doubtless from his father he
inherited some mechanical genius and his ex-

perience in the wire fence business led to the
invention of the "Little Giant'' wire
stretcher, which has had a wide sale and has
brought him considerable revenue. He also

invented the Dorney Adjustable Farm Gate,
which has also had a wide distribution and
sale. For some years Mr. Dorney had a plant
for the manufacture of wire fence and sold
his product all over the county. In the gen-
eral fencing business he continued actively for
twenty yeai-s. From the fall of 1896 until

1915 he was likewise engaged in the buying
and selling, baling and shipping of hay.
Mr. Dorney 's mother died November 27,
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1892, and in the following year he bought the

homestead farm from the estate and has de-

veloped that into a model place. As a land

owner he now has 160 acres and 83 acres, and
is also interested in a property on Catawba
Island and has a summer home at Pon-She-
Wa-Tiug, Michigan. He is one of the princi-

pal stockholders in the bank of which he is

president.

Mr. Dorney has always shown a public

spirited attitude toward everything that con-

cerns the public welfare. He is a republican,

served seven _years as county infinnary di-

rector and for two terms was a member of the

city council of Arlington. He is affiliated

with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows

in the Subordinate and Encampment degrees

and the Knights of Pythias.

Mr. and ilrs. Dorney have only one child,

Donna Dorcas, now the wife of Rev. Mr. I.

Powell, a minister of the English Lutheran
Church. Mrs. Powell has three children:

Robert Theodore, born in 1912; Luther Vin-

cent, born in 1914 ; and Burdett, born in 1915.

Henry Cordes, Jr., enjoys the proud posi-

tion of a farmer in Ht'iny County. Farming
has always enjdvi'il ;i ])laro of dignity second

to none among tlie cixupations of mankind,
but never in the history of the world was the

lot of the farmer one of greater emolument,
prestige and contentment than it is today.

No small part of the development of Henry
County from wilderness conditions is to be
credited to the influejice and energies of the

sturdy people who came from Gennany. It

is as representative of this class of citizenship

that Henry Cordes. Jr., stands.

His fine country home is situated in section

9 of Pleasant Township. He has lived there

for seventeen years, and he now owns seventy-
nine acres. Nineteen acres are in section.? 9

and 10 of the same town.ship just across the
road from the main farm. Some of the best

practices of Ohio farming can be found illus-

trated on this place of Mr. Cordes. The en-

tire tract is under cultivation except eight

acres of native timber. Mr. Cordes is con-
stantly studying' improved methods of increas-

ing the efficiency of the farm, and also of
making his home more comfortable and at-

tractive. He recently erected a fine barn 40
by 60 feet with 20 foot posts. With its coat
of red paint it stands up as one of the con-
spicuous features of the landscape. Mr.
Cordes also has a new home, a seven-room

residence, well built and comfortable and
tastefully furnished.

Mr. Cordes was born in Hanover, Germany,
September 28, 1868. When he was sixteen

years of age and after he had acquired his

education in the German common schools he
came with his father to America. They took
passage on a vessel at Bremen, sailing for New
York City, and from there proceeded direct

to Henry County, Ohio. His father, Henry
Cordes, located forty acres of wild land in
Flat Rock Township, and he has been identi-

fied with the development of that place ever
since. He is still living and is now seventy-
six years of age, quite well and hearty. He
o«ais 160 acres in Flat Rock Township and
his homestead of eighty acres is in section 27.

While living in Hanover, Henry Cordes mar-
ried J\Iary Lenthurst, who was born in Han-
over and died there in 1880, when about forty
years of age. She was the mother of six chil-

dren: Anna, who came to America and was
married in Defiance County to Detrick Bres-
ling, and when she died at the age of forty
years left three sons and three daughters.
The second of the family is Henry. Detrick
is a successful farmer in Pleasant Township,
where he owns 160 acres in sections 8 and 9,

is married and has one daughter. Bertha.
]\Iary is the wife of August Schlitter, of Flat
Rock Township, and they have two sons and
three daughters. Fred is a farmer of Flat-
rock Township and by his marriage to Dora
Brener has a son, Harold. Herman is a pro-
gressive young farmer in Flat Rock Town-
ship, lives at home with his father, and is

still unmarried.
Henry Cordes has never married and for a

number of years has kept bachelor's hall.

He grew up on the old homestead in Henry
County, and lived with his father until he
took title to his present farm. He has made
the chief improvements on his land and is a
thoroughly public spirited citizen of his com-
munity. He and his brothers and sisters and
father are all members of St. John's Lutheran
Church, and the father and sons are usually
democrats in their voting.

M. G. Norton, superintendent of the Para-
gon Refining Company's plant at Gibsonburg,
is a veteran in the oil industry, which he has
followed actively nearly twenty years. His
success is due to hard work and good manage-
ment, and it is noteworthy that he started life

a poor boy and has either found or created
his own opportunity.
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Mr. Norton was born at Danville, Pennsyl-
vania, February 13, 1858, a son of Michael and
Bridget (Ducey) Norton. Both parents were
natives of Ireland, his father born in 1822 and
his 'mother in 1820. In 1842 Michael Norton
crossed the ocean and located at Quebec, Can-
ada, where he married. For a number of

years he was in the railroad business and
subsequently moved to Pennsylvania, where
he filled various positions at Emporium. He
came to the United States with very little

capital, but made considerable success in life.

In his later years he was engaged in the oil

business with his sons Peter and M. G. Norton.
He was a democrat in politics, and he and his

wife were active members of the Catholic

Church, in which they reared their family.

Of their four children, M. G. Norton is the

only one now living. The oldest was Peter J.

Norton, who first followed railroading, after-

wards was an oil man, and he died December 8,

1882; Ella died in 1879, and Cassie died in

1880.

il. G. Norton arew up and received most of

his education at Emporium, Pennsylvania. He
left school when in the seventh grade and be-

gan railroading as a switchman and followed

that occupation from the age of sixteen until

he was twenty. In 1878 he became associated

with his father and brother in the oil business,

and first worked as a laliorer on tlie T'nion

Pipe Line. In 1892 he left the Pipe Line

Company to become fii'bl sii|HM'intendent of

the Paragon Refining ( *.iiii|.;iny of Toledo.

For two years he lived in Tn]c(li), and since

then has had charge of tlie Gibsonhurg office.

He is now superintendent of the works and
also has a financial interest in the company.
Mr. Norton was married April 26, 1892, to

Jennie M. Sherry, who was born at Portville,

New York. To their mai'riage were born nine

children, and the three now living are: Wil-

liam L., who works for his father; Harry M.,

a traveling representative of the Paragon Re-

fining Company ; and Catherine, at home. The
family are memliers of the Catholic Church in

Gibsonburg. Mr. Norton is affiliated with the

Knights of Columbus and has filled all the

chairs of the Catholic ^Mutual Benefit Associa-

tion and is president of the branch of that

order at Gibsonburg. Politically he is an in-

dependent democi-at. For a number of years

he has filled a position on the local school

board and has done much to promote educa-

tional advancement and general community
progress.

J. W. Beckett, of North Baltimore, is one
of the widely known oil contractors and pro-
ducers in this section of the state. He entered
this business when a young man and while he
has experienced the ups and downs character-
istic of the industry, his operations on the
whole have been profitable and have made him
widely known in the different oil fields of
Ohio.

ilr. Beckett is also member of the firm Ful-
ton & Beckett, garage proprietors at North
Baltimore. They established their garage in
1915, and have a large well equipped building
50x140 feet, with a complete service and re-
pair department. Since 1914 they have been
agents for the old and reliable Ford ears, and
handle this car in four townships of Wood
County. Through their agency about a hun-
dred thirty Ford cars have been distributed
in this territory annually.

Mr. Beckett has been a resident of North
Baltimore for the past twenty-one years, hav-
ing carried on his productive activities as an
oil man from this city. He is both an oil well
contractor and producer, and still has some
productive properties in the North Lima field.

Mr. Beckett was born in Wvandot County,
Ohio. October 9, 1869, a son of John and Eliza-
beth (Moulds) Beckett. His parents were both
born in Yorkshire, England, and in the pater-
nal line his lineage goes back to the family
of the

.
noted ecclesiastic and churchman

Thomas a' Beeket. John Berkett and wife
married in their native shire and Avliilc living
there three children were born, ilary, Zilla
and Ada. The little family crossed the ocean
in 1869, locating in Little Sandusky, Ohio,
and in 1876 removing to Harpster. The father
was a mason by trade, having learned that
occupation in England, and was also a local
minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
his wife being closely associated with him in
his church work. They died at Harpster, the
mother at the age of sixty-six and the father
at seventy-six. Five other children were liorn
to them in Wyandot County, including J. W.
The others were : Betha, wife of T. J. Martin,
of Rising Sun, Ohio; Charles W., now super-
intendent of the Ohio Oil Company at Wyo-
ming, Ohio, also married; Ernest M., who is

married and is an oil man at Westfield, Illi-

nois
;
and Florence, wife of E. C. Swihart, of

Wyandot County, and the mother of one
daughter.

J. W. Beckett grew up in Wyandot County,
acquired his education in the public schools,
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and at the age of twenty-five entered the busi-

ness of oil eontractiag. In North Baltimore

he married iliss Nannie ^l. Turnpaugh. She

was born in Oliio and was reared and educated

in North Baltimore. For his first wife Mr.

Beckett married Miss Cora B. McLain, who
was born and reared at North Baltimore and
died there September 5, 1895, at the age of

twenty-seven. She left two children: Clyde,

a graduate of the local schools and still single

;

and Gail i\I., who is twenty-three years of age

and has likewise received a substantial educa-

tion. The family are members of the Presby-

terian Church and Mr. Beckett is past master

of the local Lodge of Masons at North Balti-

more and is affiliated witli the Royal Arch
Chapter, the Council and Commaudery at

Findlaj^ and the Odd Fellows Lodge, No. 110,

at Upper Sandusky, Ohio.

JoHX Joseph Allex, M. D. One of the

more recent additions to the medical profes-

sion of Wood County is Dr. John Joseph
Allen, who located in Bowling Green after

an extended expei-ieuee in practice in West
Virginia, and as a result of his thorough qual-

ifications has quickly built up a fine repu-

tation and practice.

Doctor Allen is a graduate of the Baltimore

IMedical College, now the medical department
of the University of ]\Iaryland. He finished

his course and received his Doctor of Medicine
degree in 1901, at the age of twenty-six. He
began practice at Wheeling, West Virginia,

and continued his professional activities there

for eight years. After some experience else-

where Doctor Allen located at Bowling Green
July 1, 1916. He has both a city and coun-

try practice, and his offices are at 113 South
iMain Street, where he has a complete equip-

ment, including X-ra.y apparatus.

Doctor Allen was born in Venango County,

Pennsylvania, of an old family in that section

of the state. His grandfather, Capt. Joseph
A. Allen, was a noted citizen of Venango
County and during the Civil war trained

many recruits for the service. He was a stren-

iiotis advocate of the preparedness principle.

In fact he was the best known military man
in that county. For a number of years he
had served as county commissioner and for

fifty-six years was an elder in the Presbyte-

rian Church. He died at the ripe age of

eighty-eight. He was from the organization

of the part}' an active republican. Captain
Allen was three times married. Thei-e were

three children by his first wife and five by
the third.

Doctor Allen's father was John Allen, whose
mother was Jane Coleman. He was born on a
farm near Wesley, Pennsylvania, in 1846,
grew up there, was well educated, and after
succeeding to the ownership of part of the old
homestead acquired another portion by pur-
chase and continued a career as an active
farmer and good citizen until his death in the
summer of 1911. He was a man of decided
convictions and positive character, was an
active republican and a life long and faithful
Presbyterian. He was married in his native
county to Mary M. Ford, who was born and
reared there, of mingled Scotch and Dutch
ancestry from Pennsylvania and ilaryland.
She is still living in Pennsylvania with her
oldest sister, and is now sixty-two years of age
and a devoted member of the Presbyterian
Church.

Doctor Allen had a country school educa-
tion in the rugged district of Western Penn-
s.ylvania, also attended an academy, and for a
time was a teacher before he took up the study
of medicine. Besides his private practice

at Bowling Green Doctor Allen represents a
number of insurance societies and old line

life insurance companies, including the New
Yoi'k Life, the Continental, the Reserve Loan
Life of Indianapolis. He is an active member
of the County and State IMedical societies.

and is affiliated with the ilasonic Lodge at

West Liberty, West Virginia, and with the
Knights of Pythias at Bowling Green.
On November 8, 1903, Doctor Allen mar-

ried iliss Nellie Kilgore, who was born Jan-
uary 5, 1878, also in Venango County, Penn-
sylvania. She was partl.y reared there and
partl.v in Bowling Green, and is a graduate of

the Bowling Green High School. Her par-

ents, Andrew J. and Susan (Baker) Kilgore,

were born in fiercer County, Pennsylvania,
of Scotch and German stock. Andrew Kil-

gore 's father was Hon. John J. Kilgore, a
noted character in local politics in Western
Pennsylvania, and elected several terms to the

State Legislature on the democratic ticket.

He spent his life in Mercer Count.v, where
he died at the age of eighty-eiglit. Mrs. Al-
len's parents are still living at Bowling Green.
Her father was born in August, 1840, and her
mother in July, 184.5. Both are active mem-
liers of the Presbyterian Church and Mr. Kil-

gore has been an elder for two score years or

more. Politically he is a republican. Doctor
and ]\Irs. Allen have three children : Mary,
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boru July 19, 1905, and now in the junior
class of the local high school; John Jackson,
boru November 7, 1907, in the fourth grade
of the public schools; and Susan, boru Jan-
uary 22, 1912. Doctor^Allen and wife are mem-
bers of the Presbytei-mn Church, in which he
is serving as a trustee and formerly as an
elder. In politics he is a republican.

W. H. C. Monroe of Elida, is a veteran
lumberman both as a dealer and manufac-
turer, and is active head of the ilouroe Screen,

Blind and Partition Company, manufactur-
ing chiefly devices of his own invention.

The main office of this firm is at Lima, and the

factory is at Berkley, Virginia.

Mr. ilonroe was born September 4, 1864,

in Logan County, Ohio, a son of John W. and
ilariau (Beeson) Monroe. His father was
born in Marian County, Virginia, and the

mdtlirr ill ^b)ntgomery County, Ohio. John
A\'. AliiiiiMJc was brought to Shelby County,
Ohio, iiy his parents when he was ten years of

age. Grandfather Monroe was a farmer and
one of the early settlers of Shelby County,
where he lived until his death at the age of

seventy-five. John W. Monroe was a very
active citizen in Shelby County, served as

township trustee for many years, and was
a very devout and active member of the Bap-
tist Church. He died in 1902 and his wife

passed away in 1912. Their family of four
sons and three daughters are all still ]iviii<;-.

The oldest of the family, AV. II. ('. .AI(.iiim(%

grew up on a farm, attended the imlilic s.-lmols

of Shelby County and for several years was a

teacher in his home locality. His first experi-

ence in the lumber business was at Sidney,

Ohio, where he continued until 1890, when he

removed to Lima. The ]\[onroe Screen. Blind
and Partition Company was first established

as a lumber mill at Berkley, Virginia, in 1882.

In 1895 the business was reorganized when
Mr. ]\Ionroe formed a partnership with his

brother, which lasted for three years, at the

end of which time he bought out the interests

of his brother and then continued alone for

four years. Air. Monroe has had his home in

Elida since 1910, though he divides his time
between the factory at Bei-kley, A^'irginia, and
the offices in Lima.
The Monroe Screen, Blind and Partition

Company manufactures as a specialty the

Alonroe AVood Rolling Partitions. Air. Alonroe
is the inventor and patentee of the inside slid-

ing blind and the sliding window screen,

articles which are turned out in large quanti-

ties by the factory, and for which there is a

steadily increasing demand.
Air. Monroe is a Knight Templar Alason,

and was a charter member of the Babi Com-
mandery of Ohio at the time of the National

(:V)uncil" at AVashington, D. C, in 1884.' He
w as also a charter member of Ben Hur Lodge
of Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He
belongs to the Methodist Episcopal Church
and in politics is a democrat. For eight con-

secutive yeai-s he served as a member of the

city council of Sidney, Ohio. He is now judge
of elections of German Township and Elida

A^illage. Air. Alonroe has been twice married.

He has one daughter by his first wife and five

children by his second union.

Rev. Francis L. Hultgen, for many years

pastor of St. Joseph's Catholic Church at

Tiifin, is a man of many interesting talents

and attainments, and has manifested a great

deal of zeal in the cause of local history. He
is president of the Seneca County Board of

A'"isitors and also chairman of the local

Exemption Board of Seneca County. He is

now serving as president of the Seneca
Coiuity Historical and Archaeological Soci-

ety at Tiiifin and is the advisory and con-

tributing editor for Seneca County to the

present "History df Xortliwi-st Ohio." Two
years ago he wa> appoiiitcd a Dean of the

Dineese of Toledo and sim-e its inception in

1911 he has served as a Consultor to his Right
Reverend Bishop.

Father Hultgen was born in Lorraine,

France, April 3, 1864. His father, John Hult-
gen, who died in 1886, was a member of the

bodyguard of Napoleon III. Father Hultgen
studied the classics in the gymnasium at Aletz

and philosophy at Luxemburg.
Coming to America in 1885, he entered St.

Alary 's Theological Seminai-y at Cleveland,

pursuing also the philosophical course there,

and was ordained by Bishop Gilmour on De-
cember 19, 1889. His first pastorate was St.

AIarv''s Church at Kirby in AVyandot
County. He entered upon his duties with
gi-eat energy and soon had plans perfected

for a new church, the cornerstone of which
was laid in June, 1890, and the church wab
dedicated November 17, 1891. He was pas-

tor at Kirby for thirteen yeare and three

months, and throughout that time he dis-

played many other qualities that made him
conspicuous as a leader and organizer and a
forceful member of the community irrespec-

tive of church affiliations.
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Father Hultgen became pastor of St. Jos-

eph's Church iu Tiffin on March 17, 1903, and

his labors here during fourteen years have

been followed with a great revival and ex-

pansion of church growth and welfare.

Father Hultgen is a thoi-ough scholar and as

a linguist he speaks and writes French and

German as fluently as English and also

kuows the Italian. His knowledge of music

has been an invaluable aid to him in his

work, and has been constantly employed in

the services and ceremonies of his church.

John Burns Duff. Since learning his

trade as a plumber and tinner in a shop at

Brooklyn, New York, John Burns Duff lias

had a varied and versatile experience in many
different localities, but chiefly in Indiana,

Michigan and Ohio. From a journeyman
worker he gradually developed interests until

he acquired a business of his own and is now
proprietor of the J. B. Duft' plumbing estab-

lislunent at 525 South ^lain Street in the City

of Findlay.
Mr. Duff, who is of Scdt.-li-lrish stock, was

born in 1856 at Penfield, Monroe County. New
York, near tlif Citv of Rocliester. He is a son

of William and Eliza (Burns) Duff. His
father was lioth a farmer and .surveyor, and
after scttliii'.: in Indiana he served eight years

as coiiiitv surveyor of LaGrange County. The
early rliililliood of John B. Duff was .spent

chiefly in Wyoming County, New York, at

East Gainsville, Castile and Ferry Center.

He attended country schools in those locali-

ties. When he was about eight years of age

tlip family moved out to Lima in LaGrange
County, Indiana, where his education was
completed in the LaGrange Normal School.

When quite young Mr. Duff went to Brook-

lyn, New York, and served an apprenticeship

in the shop of his uncle. Edward Burns, at

557 ]\Iyrtle Avenue, who eondncted a .stove

and tin shop in that city. His apprentice-

ship lasted four years and at the end of that

time he was well qualified for master work-
manship in the trade. In 1S76 he returned

to Lima, Indiana, haviiie- iluriiie- his residence

at Brooklyn attended a ui^ht s-hool and re-

ceived a certificate of iziaduation in the com-
mercial course. After going back to Indiana
he worked on his father's farm a time and
then re-entered LaGrange Normal School,

where he remained until he was given a
diploma as teacher.

Mr. Duff never followed teaching, but took
up active work at his trade in Sturgis, Mich-
igan, with A. W. Wright, hardware mer-

chants, plumbers and tinners. He remained
M-ith Mr. Wright 21/0 years and then formed
a similar connection with George H. Schriver

of St. Louis, Jlichigan. He had charge of the

plumbing and heating establishment of that

firm for twelve yeai's. In 1891 Mr. Duff came
to Findlay, Ohio, and after two years with

Coates Bi'others, plumbing and heating, he

acquired a quarter interest and became asso-

ciated with John Decker in the same business

for one year. He then opened up a shop of

liis own, and that business has been con-

tinued, with various changes necessitated by
the increase of his trade, until he came to his

present address.

Mr. Duft' was married to Etta Martin,

daughter of Solomon Martin of Palmyra,
Ohio. They have two talented children:

Howard IMartiu Duff and Helen Frances Duff.

Howard M. Duff has developed his talents

as a cartoonist and commercial artist and is

now located in Chicago, Illinois. Mr. Duff' in

politics votes the republican national ticket

and for the best man in local affairs. He is

aiifiliated with the Modern Woodmen of

America.

Chables William Green, of Toledo, has
had an experience that well qualifies him for

the responsibilities of his position as sales

agent for The Long-Bell Lumber Company.
He gained his fii-st knowledge of lumbering in

his native Province of Ontario, Canada. He
has facts and figures and a practical acquaint-

ance with the lumber regions both east and
west, north and south, gained by years of

active association with the business in all its

phases.

Mr. Green was born in Ontario, Canada,

January 25, 1866, a son of George and Sarah
Ann Green. Both parents are now deceased.

They had seven children, four still living, and
Mr. Green was the third in order of birth. As
a boy he grew up at Brampton, Ontario, and
attended the public and high schools there,

and also the Ontario Agricidtural College at

Guelph, Ontario.

When the time came for him to choose an
occupation of his own, he found woi-k with an

uncle, William R. Thistle, a lumber merchant

and manufacturer in Canada, and spent three

years with him. During that time he laid the

foundation of his thorough knowledge of lum-

bering. His next location was at Pittsburgh,

Pennsylvania, where for three years he was in

mercantile agency work in the employ of

R. G. Dun & Company.
Going out to the Pacific Coast, he resumed
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his associations with the lumber business, but

in 1897 went to the uutraveled regions of

Alaska. He was attracted by the discovery

of gold ill the Klondike and probably has as

much first hand information concerning that

country as any other resident of Toledo. As a

mining prospector he walked and. followed dog
trains over thousands of miles of Alaska scen-

ery and visited every promising gold field in

that country.

After three years of that arduous northern

life Mr. Green returned to the United States,

spent a short time at Seattle, Washington, then

returned east.

In 1901 Mr. Green came to Toledo and has

been a resident of that city for the past fifteen

years. Upon the organization of The Belcher-

Stine Lumber Company he became their

traveling salesman and sold their lumber over

a large territory for three years. In 1910 Mr.

Green became identified with The Long-Bell

Lumber Company. The Long-Bell Lumber
Company has its business headquarters at Kan-
sas City, Missouri, owns large numbers of

mills and Vast tracts of pine and hardwood
all over the Southwest, and is one of the largest

lumber corporations in the United States to-

day. Mr. Green was on the road for this

company three years and in 1913 was given

his present responsible position as sales agent

for the Toledo territory, with offices in the

Spitzer Building. He has the general over-

sight of the distribution of The Long-Bell

Lumber Company's products over the greater

portion of Northwestern Ohio, Eastern Mich-
igan, and Western Ontario, the sales in this

territory being supervised from the Toledo

office.

Mr. Green is an interested member of the

Toledo Commerce Club, Fellows Craft Club of

Detroit, ^Michigan, and belongs to the Union
Association of Lumber and Sash and Door
Salesmen, and the Michigan Association of

Traveling Lumber and Sash and Door Sales-

men. The family are members of St. Mark's
Episcopal Church, Toledo. Ohio.

]\rr. Green married Miss Beatrice Robertson,

of Kansas City, Missouri, and they are the

parents of two children, ]Mary B. E. and
Charles W., Jr.

Walter F. Shaw, who has been identified

with educational work at Bowling Green for

many years, is one of the best known school

men in Ohio, since his work in connection

with the Department of Public Instruction

calls him into service as an inspector of high

schools over a large part of the state.

About half of each year Mr. Shaw spends

as a regular instructor in the State Normal
at Bowling Green, and from September to

February travels over the state as a school

inspector. In 1905 Mr. Shaw became prin-

cipal of the Bowling Green High School and
in 1911 was elected superintendent of the city

schools. He held that position until 1914,

when he was appointed to his present relation-

ship with the State Normal.
Mr. Shaw is a native of Morrow County,

Ohio, and a member of one of the oldest and
best known families in and around Carding-

ton. He was born February 29, 1884, and
grew up at Cardington, graduating from high

school in 1900. He soon afterward entered

the Ohio Wesleyan University, where he re-

ceived his A. B. degree in 1905. He has been

a constant .student during his school work and
in 1910 was awarded the Master of Arts de-

gree by the Ohio Wesleyan and has since

taken post-graduate work in the University of

Chicago.

Mr. Shaw is a son of Frank Shaw, who was
born near Cardington, Ohio, and grew up in

a district where the Shaw family located in

pioneer times. Frank Shaw, whose full name
is Lewis Francis Shaw, is a son of Henry
John and Caroline (Lewis) Shaw, a grandson
of John and Pamelia (Messenger) Shaw, and
a great-grandson of John and Elizabeth

(Brown) Shaw. The Shaw family is of Scotch

descent and for many generations were identi-

'fied with the Quaker Church.
The Shaws were identified with the very

early settlement of Morrow County. John
Shaw, Sr., great-gi-eat-grandfather of Profes-

sor Shaw, came from Chester County, Penn-
s.ylvania. He bought 400 acres of military

land in the extreme north side of what is now
Westfield Township in Morrow County and
abutting on the Greenville Treaty line. With
his wife and family, consisting of four sons

and four daughters, he started in the spring

of 1804 to locate. They arrived at a settle-

ment on the Whetstone, the first settlement

made in Delaware County, and there learned
that his land was twenty miles farther north.

He remained in Delaware Coiinty for four
years. In the spring of 1808 he proposed to

his son Jonathan to give him his choice of

100 of the 400 acres if he would at once settle

there. Jonathan selected the northern part
of the tract, a beautiful siluntimi on a small

stream since known as SIkiw ('r.i'lc. A space

was cleared, and a cabin niriiil :iliout sixteen

feet square, with puncluMJii dour and puncheon
floor. In the fall of 1808 John Shaw, Sr.,
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accompanied by his other sons, Joseph, Ben-
jamin T. and John, Jr., with his four daugh-
ters and son-in-law, Isaac Welch, occupied the

rest of the 400 acres. Since that time for

more than a eentuiy the Shaws have been
identified with Morrow County.

]\Ir. Frank Shaw for many years has been
a pharmacist and conducts a store at Card-
ington. He is also one of the extensive growers
of ginseng and yellow root in Ohio. He has
about ten acres under cultivation, and has
developed a large business in that line. Frank
Shaw married for his first wife Jeanette
Welch, of another well known family of Mor-
row Countj^ She was a daughter of Enos
and i\Iary (Curl) Welch, and a granddaugh-
ter of George and Maria (Himrod) Welch.
George Welch came from New York State

with liis parents when he was three months old

in 1803, locating in Ohio about a year after

it became a state. George Welch's wife was
of Pennsylvania Dutch stock. Mrs. Jeanette
(Welch) Shaw died at Cardington when in

middle life, Walter F. being her only child.

Since then Mr. Frank Shaw has married
Gillian Lloyd White, of an old Virginia fam-
ily. Her great-grandfather, George E. Lloyd,
Sr., was a native of Virginia and at the age
of seventeen enlisted for service in the Revolu-
tionary war as a member of Captain Barry's
Company, Eighth Virginia Line, commanded
by Col. Peter iluhlenlmrg. In the White
lineage she is descended from an ancestor who
came to America about 1622, living for a time
at Salisbury, Connecticut, and later moving
to Dutchess County, New York. Her grand-
father, William White, was a soldier of the
War of 1812 and in 1830 located in Lincoln
Township of IMorrow County.

Mr. Frank Shaw has been prominent in

local republican politics and was a delegate
to the Chicago 5sational Convention which
nominated Charles E. Hughes. He is affiliated

with the Knights of Pythias Order.
Walter F. Shaw married at Delaware, Ohio,

,

in 1907, Miss Mary Shultz. She was born in

Richwood, Union County, Ohio, a daughter
of Rev. James W. and Emma J. (Flesher)
Shultz. Rev. Mr. Shultz was a minister of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. After the death
of the father the family removed to Delaware,
Ohio, where Mrs. Shaw was educated in Ohio
Wesleyan and for several years before her
marriage taught school. They have one daugh-
ter, Marjorie Helen, born January 29, 1910.
ilr. and ^Irs. Shaw are active members of the
Methodist Episcopal Church at Bowling Green

and he is affiliated with the Masonic order,

being a member of Wood County Lodge No.
112, Free and Accepted Masons, Crystal Chap-
ter No. 157, Royal Arch Masons, of Bowling
Green, and Fostoria Chapter No. 90, Royal
and Select Masters. He is a member also of
Kenneth Lodge No. 158, Knights of Pythias,
of Bowling Green. He belongs to the Phi
Delta Theta college society and in polities is a
republican.

JoHx V. Newtox is a Toledo man whose
record reveals man_y reasons for his substan-
tial and influential positions in the city. To-
ledo has been his home for neai-ly forty years.

ilr. Newton was born October 19, 1850, in

Hastings County, Ontario. Canada, a son of

Richard and Mary Elizabeth (Van Tassel)

Newton. He was born neither in wealth nor
in poverty and had difficulties to overcome
even in securing adeciuate preparation for his

career. He spent a number of winter terms
attending district schools, working on the
farm in the summer, was a student in a com-
mercial school two winters, then graduating,
and later he entered Toronto University and
spent one year as a student of medicine. At
that point he gave up the idea of becoming a

phj'sician and determined iipon the study of

veterinary surgery. ~Slr. Newton is a grad-
uate of the Ontario Veterinary College.

In the meantime, at the age of twenty-one,
he had left home and for four years was con-
nected with a manufacturing business. When
he came to Toledo in 1878 he was an absolute
stranger to the community but rapidly ac-

quired recognition in his profession. As a
veterinary he has long ranked as a leader,

and a number of years ago established the
Newton Horse and Dog Hospital at 619 Wal-
nut Street. Tliis institution was supplied
with eveiy appliance which science has de-

vised for the comfort and care of in.iured and
diseased horses and dogs. Doctor Newton is

still at the head of the establishment, though
Dr. Reuben Hilton has active charge, with
Dr. Charles Pettej-s as assistant.

When the Ohio Veterinary ^ledical Asso-
ciation was organized, a third of a century
ago, its members bestowed upon Doctor New-
ton an appropriate honor in electing him their

first president. For many years Doctor New-
ton owned a fine stock farm at West Toledo,

known as the Newton Home. He was the
first man who had the enterprise to bring
high class horses into the county as a means
of raising the standard of stock. In this di-
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reetiou lie aecomplisbed a great deal, for

which he is entitled to high praise. For
many years he had some of the finest stock

that eonid be found over a wide territory, but
has since disposed of his interests and is not
novr the owner of a single horse. To his pro-

fession Doctor Newton has devoted himself

with a singularity and concentration of pur-
pose and energy that accounts for the high
rank he has enjoyed. He has always been a
student, has kept abreast of the times, and
in saying that it should not be forgotten that

he is almost equally well informed on the

aifairs of the day. As a matter of fact Doctor
Newton's career is associated with Toledo in

many ways. He has been a director of the

Toledo Humane Society since its organiza-

tion more than thirty years ago, and for a

long time was a director in the Lucas County
Fair Association and active in its manage-
ment.
Many citizens of Lucas County know him

best through his public record. In 1894 he
was elected county commissioner and he held
that ofSee during the erection of the new
courthouse and county jail. In 1899 he was
chosen county sheriff, being re-elected in 1901,

and was the first sheriff to occupy the new
jail. In 1912 Doctor Newton became treas-

urer of Lucas County, filling that office one
term. Doctor Newton served on the jury
commission of Lucas County for the year
1916, together with James C. Staunton, and
many compliments were received for the way
in which their duties were performed. Very
few citizens of Toledo or Lucas County have
had the honor of being elected to four different

county offices, and it all goes to prove the es-

teem in which he is held by his fellow citizens.

While Doctor Newton has always been a
republican, he followed Roosevelt into the

progressive movement and was elected county
treasurer on that ticket. Politics and public

affairs in general have always drawn heavily
upon his time and interests.

In a business way Doctor Newton is also

president of the Wyman Mining Company, a
.$1,000,000 corporation, located at San Javier
in Sonora, ilexico. This is the only min-
ing company that has continued operations

during all the revolutionary troubles in the
i-epublie. It was organized by the late Ben
F. Wade of Toledo.
Doctor Newton is a charter member of To-

ledo Lodge of the Benevolent and Protective

Order of Elks, and for many years has been
a ]Mason, having attained the thirtv-second

degree of Scottish Rite and the Mystic Shrine.

He is a member of Oak Council of the Na-
tional Union, the Toledo Commerce Club, the

Exchange Club, and the Toledo Yacht Club.

He is a member of Trinity Episcopal Church.
In 1872 he married Miss Sabra Ketcheson,

who died in March, 1900. In 1901 Doctor
Newton married Mrs. Elizabeth E. Harris.

He has a fine family of sons and daughters.

His son, Edward, lives in Cliicago. His
daughter, Sabra, married A. L. Hoffman and
has one son. JIaude E. is the wife of H. H.
Hillman, living in Hollywood, California, and
is the mother of two sous and two daughters.

John C, who is married, has two children

and lives in Toledo, is looked upon as the suc-

cessor to his father in political affairs. He
served two terms as county sheriff, from 1909

to 1913, and has served as director of public

safetj' in the cabinet of Mayor Charles M.
]\Iilroy during his entire administration. John
C. Newton was a Spanish-American war sol-

dier and was also deputy sheriff under his

father, serving as deputy nine years in all.

Doctor Newton has a stepson, W. R. Harris,

who is married and lives in Monroe, Michigan,

and has one daughter.

Amos Keller. When Crawford County
starts to enroll her men who have done well

in every situation in life in which -they have
found themselves, and who have brought
credit and honor to the beloved old county
through their achievements, one of the fore-

most names will be Amos Keller, a prominent
citizen in many directions and now serving

on the bench, filling his second term as judge
of the Probate Court. Judge Keller was born

in Sandusky Township, Crawford County,

Ohio, Februai-y 27, 1864. His parents were
Philip and Hannah (Stucker) Keller, both of

whom were born in Northampton County,

Pennsj-lvania

.

Amos Keller grew to manhood on his

father's farm and was given district school

advantages that might have satisfied many
country youths but apparently only whetted
his appetite for a far moi;e liberal education.

At first he studied privately and in thus en-

deavoring to increase his knowledge and de-

velop his natural talents had the example of

his father before him. Philip Keller was a

learned man and had acquired a knowledge of

literature, law and theology through wide
reading. He was so well posted on the law
that his neighbors would come from miles dis-

tant to consult him and his sound advice saved
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many from an expensive law suit. He was an
earnest Christian and his family remember
how well he could explain Bible texts as he

gathered them atouud the fireside in the old

home ou many evenings, and his knowledge
seemed inexhaustible. Amos was impressed

by his father's wisdom and determined to

become an educated man himself. In this he
.succeeded, but it was entirely through his

own efforts.

Mr. Keller was but a youth when he began
to teach school and for nineteen years he con-

tinued in the schoolroom during the winter

seasons, working on the farm in the summers,
and finally was fortunate enough to come
under the tutorship, in the scientific coui-se,

of the distinguished Professor Churchill of

Oberlin College. As opportunity offered, he

applied himself to the study of law and dur-

ing his life has read cojDiously along this line,

as well as othei-s, and with enlightened under-
standing far beyond the ordinary, is well

qualified for the important place he fills in

judicial circles.

Judge Keller was one of the original foun-

ders and organizers of the Farmers and Citi-

zens Bank of Bueyrus, of which he is vice

president. This banking institution, with re-

sources of over $1,000,000, is one of the

soundest in the state and Judge Keller 's name
is one of its best guarantees.

In 1895 Judge Keller was married to Miss
Maudesta H. Carrothers, who was born at

Tiro, Crawford County, Ohio. Her parents
were James and Sarah (Cole) Carrothers.

Mr. Carrothers still resides at Tiro and is one
of the substantial men of that section and the

owner of much real estate. Judge and Mrs.
Keller have four children, namely : Constance,
who is serving as deputy probate judge ; John,
who is employed in a motor manufacturing
plant at Bueyrus; Warren, who is learning
the plumbing trade: and l'liili]i. who is yet in

school. Miss Constant' is a graduate of the

Bliss Business College, Columbus, Ohio, and
at present is applying herself to the study of

law, through a course in a correspondence
school. She is an unusually talented and cap-
able young lady. Judge Keller and his family
are members of the German Reformed Cliurch
and for many years he has taught a class in

the Sunday school.

Although nominally a democrat, Judge
Keller has been identified very prominently
with organizations which, in his judgment,
have come closer to the people and in some
ways have been more representative. He has

studied public problems closely and to some
extent has been very sympathetic to the cause

of labor and in two campaigns traveled

through the congressional district, speaking
as an advocate of the people's party and was
sent as a delegate to Cincinnati to represent

both the people and labor interests.

In 1912 Judge Keller was elected to the

Pi'obate Bench and the value placed on his

knowledge and integrity- was shown by his re-

election in 1916. He is identified with two
fraternal organizations, the Maccabees and
the

"

Sutton P. Kanel is proprietor of one of

the most complete men's furnishing goods and
clothing establishments in the Citj- of Find-

lay, located at 232 South Main Street. If

there is anything ilr. Kanel does not know
about the clothing business his intimate asso-

ciates have never discovered it. He has been
in that line of work practically since boy-

hood, and long study and experience have
made him a master judge of values and also

a master in the art of pleasing and accommo-
dating the public. Mr. Kanel was early

thrown upon his own resources, and has

battled his way through life to success.

He was born at Kenton, Ohio, September 5,

1873. When he was eighteen months old his

mother died. His father, John Kanel, was a

native of Germany and had participated in

tlie German Revolution of 1848. After be-

coming an American citizen he showed his

loyalty to his adopted country by .serving with

a regiment of Ohio volunteers during the

Civil war. He was in the gi-eat battles of

IMissionary Ridge, Chiekamauga, Stone River
and other" l)attles in the South. Mr. Kanel's

mother v. as ni' Swiss stock.

Sutton P. Kanel for about three years at-

tended the public .schools in Kenton, Ohio.

He then went to live with his grandparents
in Big Lick Township of Hancock County,
and was there eight years. After their deaths

he went to live with Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Ropp, and the time .spent M'ith them is per-

haps the nearest home life in ]\Ir. Kanel's

memory. In the meantime he had very little

opportunity to attend the country schools.

At the age of sixteen he began working for

neighboring farmers at monthly wages, and at

seventeen he entered tlie Oliio Northern Uni-
versity at Ada, where he took the commercial
course and for two semesters pursued the nor-

mal course.

ilr, Kanel's first experience in mercantile
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lines was at Frankfort, Indiana, where he be-

gan working in the clothing store of Rudolph
Shonfield for $3.50 a week. He did what was
asked of him and a great deal more for those

wages, and remained altogether for six years

in Frankfort, Alexandria and at Muneie,
Indiana. He then returned to Hancock
County and worked ou a farm to recover his

health, after which he went back to Muneie,
Indiana, and was again in tlie clothing busi-

ness for a year in the tirm of A. I. Friend.

For two years he was with the Keller-Brycer
Company, clothing merchants at Muneie, put
in one summer with Bryce Brothers at Colum-
lius, Ohio, and three years with ilever, Engle-
luu'd & Company at Bucyrus, (Jliio.

Returning to FiiuUay in IW'2 ^h: Kanel
took employment with the National Clothing
Company as salesman, buyer and general all

around man, and was associated with that
tirm for ten years. Another year he was with
I. J. Shatz in the same line, until the busi-

ness was discontinued. Having in the mean-
time in addition to his wealth of exin'iiiMice

saved his money Mr. Kanel was tlim in a
position to start for himself, and at l-'^l:.; South
Main Street, his present location, he oi)ened a

complete stock of clothing, haberdashery, hats,

and other's men's furnishing goods. In cer-

tain articles he has the largest and best stock

in Hancock and adjoining counties, and his

patrons came from all over this section of

Northwest Ohio.

In 1902 Mr. Kanel married Miss Mabel
Marks, daughter of Charles M. and Jennie
-Marks. They have two children : Marian
Frances, liorn February 28, 1910; and Ilene,

born in May, 1915. Mr. Kanel is a democrat
in politics, is a member of the First Church
of Cod, and is affiliated with the Knights of

Pythias and the Masonic order. He also be-

longs to the Maccabees. His successful posi-

tion in bu.siness and social affairs at l^'imllay

is due to hard work, a constant and consistent

attention to the duty that lay nearest him,

and lie has never dejiended upon others for

influence or for favors which he could not
repay.

Ex-GovERXOR Cn.\RLES Fo.Ster was born in

Seneca Townslii|i. Seneca Coimty, Ohio, April
12, 182S. Ills parents were natives of :Massa-

chusetts, connng to ( <liio in 1827, and locating

at Rome, now known as Fostoria. in 1832,
where C^harles W. Foster, the father, began
business as a country merchant. His son
Charles had but few educational advantages

aside from the ordinary village school. He
attended the Norwalk, Ohio, Seminary for

nine months, and because of general sickness

in the family he had to become assistant and,
at the age of fifteen, manager of his father's
store. .\1 eighteen, lie ina.le all tbe necessary
l)nrcliascs,,f c-,m.,1s foi'tlic store in the markets
of Kaslcni cities and was conliniied cvei' after-

ward as purchasinc' agent foi' the firm. Pre-
vfous to 1879, Charles Foster was never a

candidate for aii\' ollice exeejit one or two
minor local jx.sitions, hut that year he was
pcisna(h-(l to take the repul>licaii noinination

for Con'.^rcss. Although in a (h'niocratic dis-

trict, he was elected liv a ma iorit\- of 77<i over
Edward Dickinson, who had I n decte,! pre-

vioiislv in tin' same district l,v l.lif.'. majoritv.

In 1^72 he was n-elect.NJ hy 7:^(i over IJush

R. Sloane, Greeley repuhli.'aii and democrat.
In 1874 he was re-electcil with l.")!) majority
over a very popular democi-at. (i.'nrge E.

Seney, although tlie state went ilemncratic l)y

over 17,000 in thirteen of the twenty disti'iets.

In 1876 he was again elected hy a majority of

281 over his Bourbon competitor. The demo-
cratic legislature then redistricted the state,

putting Mr. Fester into a district w-hicli at

tlie previous election gave 4,547 democratic
majority, and contained but one republican

county, ;\lr. Foster was again renominated
but was defeated, cutting down the adverse
majority, however, to 1,225. In 1879 he was
elected governor over Gen. Thomas Ewing, of

Fa^rlichl Comity, and in 1881 over .lolin W.
Bookwalte!'. of Clarke. His adniiiustration of

state affairs is regarded as a model. After
the death of William Win. lorn, in IS!)], Gover-
nor Foster was a|>pointed secretary of the

treasury by President licnjaiuin Harrison,

and was an exceptionallv able cabinet officer.

He died in 1904.

George W. Hartm.\n, now living retired

in Bowding Green, is one of the oldest native

sons in this part of Wood County, and his

•family has been identified with this region

since it was almost an uncleared wilderness.

ilr. Hartman is a veteran Union soldier, and
has applied himself with success to many un-
dertakings in the course of his long and active

career.

His father, Jacob Hartman, was born in

one of the Rhine provinces of Germany in

1808 and was of old German stock of Lutheran
affiliations. Jacob Hartman learned the trade

of shoemaker in his native land, and wdien

still yoiing he and a neighbor set out from
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Germany -and after a voyage of many weeks
on a sailing vessel arrived in New York City.

There the two young men became separated

and Jacob Hartman soon came West to Perrys-

bnrgr, Ohio. He located there in the early

'30s, when all Northern Ohio was new and
with few towns or other evidences of civiliza-

tion. He brought with him to Perrysburg

$38 and this he invested in leather and set

up a shop for the making and repairi]?g

of boots and shoes. A year later some friends

who lived in Center Township near Bowl-
ing Green induced him to come to that

then incipient village, promising they would
put up a hewed log house for his ac-

commodation. A cobbler was greatly needed in

the community, and Jacob Hartman accepted

the proposition of his friends, agreeing to do

shoemaking to pay for the home. He bought
nine acres of land, on which the cabin was
ei-ected. This was part of the original site

of Bowling Green, but subsequently the vil-

lage was moved a mile north in order to have
higher ground. Jacob Hartman, however, re-

mained at his original place and in a few years

he gave up shoemaking as a trade to devote

himself to farming. He bought forty acres

of additional land, later bought six acres, and
then another tract of forty acres, and in the

course of time had ninety-five acres under
cultivation and improvement. Nearly all of

this was under cultivation and marked by
substantial improvements before his death.

He first built a large stone house and later a

brick dwelling, and with these comforts he
spent his last years, dying in 1891. He was a

hard working man and a very valixable citizen

every way. Politically he was a republican
and was always true to the church in which
he was reared. He married ilargaret Litzen-

burger, who was born in Germany in 1814 but
grew up in the State of Indiana, where her
people located when they came from Germany.
She died at the old home in 1896. She was a

faithful member of the Lutheran Church. Of
their eight children, all grew up, six married
and five are still living. George W. was the
foui'th son and fifth child.

George "W. Hartman was born on the origi-

nal nine acres owned by his father now located
just outside the corporation limits of Bowling
Green on May 26, 1841. The first nine years
of his life were spent in the hewed log cabin
of his father, and after that he lived" in the
stone house with which his father replaced
the original cabin. After getting his education
in the public schools of Bowling Green 'Sir:

Hartman applied himself to the business of

farming and in the course of years he became
recognized as one of the best farmers and
stock raisers in Wood County. His first pur-
chase on his own account was forty acres, and
after improving that he made other piirchases

until at one time he owned 420 aci'cs. Of this

he bequeathed 120 acres to his son. All of

the land was under cultivation and has been
divided into several farms, each 'with a sub-

stantial equipment of buildings.

In 1863, at the age of twenty-two, ilr. Hart-
man answered the call of patriotism and en-

listed in Company H of the Sixty-.seventh

Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He was with the

Union armies in the eastern field of action

and saw some of the hardest fighting of the

war, including the engagements at ilalvem
Hill, Fort Gregg, the siege of Petersburg,

and in many battles around Richmond. Part
of the time he was on detailed duty, but never
sought a commission. He escaped unhurt and
for many years has enjoyed the companion-
ship and esteem of his old comrades as a mem-
lier of Wiley Post No. 46, Grand Army of

the Republic, in which he has held several

of the offices.

In 1902 Mr. Hartman retired from the ac-

tive responsibilities of farming and moving to

Bowling Green bought a fine property at 303
South ]Main Street, at the head of Pearl Street.

Here he has a modern home of ten rooms,

and it is a most pleasant and comfortable en-

vironment in which to spend his declining

years. Mr. Hartman has alwaj's affiliated with
the republican party.

In this county and township he married
for his first wife Barbara A. Apel. She was
born in ^ledina County, but after the age of

five was reared in Washington Township of

Wood County. She was a daughter of John
and Margaret Apel, both natives of Germany
and coming to the United States when un-
married. They were married in Ohio and
spent their industrious years as farmers in

Medina and Wood counties. They were mem-
bers of the Lutheran Church and they died

when quite old. By his first wife ]\Ir. Hart-
man had four children : John, who died at the

age of twenty-two after graduating from the

Bowling Green High School: Agatha, who
died at the age of six months: Walter, who
is elsewhere referred to in this publication

;

and Irene, wife of Alva George, a farmer near
Bowling Green and the mother of thi-ee chil-

dren, ^larvin, Howard and Lester.

For his second wife ^Ir. Hartman married
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Mrs. Emma Blyth. She was boru near Water-
loo, Ontario, fifty j-ears ago and is of English
and Irish stock, a daughter of Sidney and
Mary (Kern) McMahan. Both her parents
were born in Canada and her father died
there. His widow afterwards spent a number
of years in the United States and she died
M'hile visiting at Niagara Falls, her death
coming suddenly. The McMahans were mem-
bers of the Methodist Cluirch. She married
for her first husband in Ontario, Canada,
Thomas Bl.yth. He was born in that province
of Scotch ancestry and w^as a capable me-
chanic. He died at Waterloo at the age of

twenty-three. Mrs. Blyth with her only son,

David R., then removed to Detroit, where her
son grew up and is now a jeweler. He mar-
ried Harriet Gelette. Mrs. Hartman is an
active member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church.

Lewis Selle. One of the most successful

business careers ever worked out in Seneca
Coimty has been that of Mr. Lewis Selle.

When he was fourteen years of age his father

died ancl after that he became the main de-

pendence of his widowed mother and his sis-

ters. He contributed the results of his hard
work to their support for a number of years.

His chief success in a business way was as

a merchant. As a youth, however, he had
learned the tinner's trade and was euiploA'ed

as a practical tinner for twenty-five years.

He then opened a small stock of men's fur-

nishing goods and gradually developed a mer-
chant tailoring business and a lai-ge stock of

clothing and other wearing apparel for men.
Mr. Selle has been continuously in the same
location now for thirty-two years and has a

splendid business and a fine reputation. Some
years ago he took in K. W. Gunder as a

partner.

His store is only one of numerous business
interests at present. He is vice president of

the Tiffin Consolidated Telephone Company
and is a director in the City National Bank.
For a number of j'cars he was in the pottery
business and was actively connected with the

National ilachinery Company, having been
its president for "four years. He was the

oldest member of that firm and still holds the
position of chairman of the board mana-
gers. It was largelj^ JMr. Selle 's energy and
ability that put that business on its feet. He
was also interested in the nail works. He is a
part owner of the Grand Opera House of Tif-

fin, which he helped build. Among other
property he has a well improved farm of 115

acres east of Tiffin. All of this success repre-
sents his individual labor and effective man-
agement. He never had any money given him
and has depended upon his owti resources.
Mr. Selle was born in Bavaria, Germany, in

May, 1845, a son of William and Lenora Selle.

His parents were also Bavarians. They came
to the United States in 1852 and after^spend-
ing one winter in the country moved to Tif-
fin. William Selle was a stone mason b.y trade
and before his death had been able to provide
quite liberally for his family. He was a dem-
ocrat in politics and he and his wife were
members of the Second Reformed Church of
Tiffin. Of their four children only two are
now living, Lewis being the older. His sis-

ter is Mrs. John Wagner, a widow living at
Fostoria, Ohio.

'Sir. Lewis Selle had a limited and somewhat
irregular education in the local schools. Hard
work was his portion from early years and
he has been rewarded not only with large
business success but also with high standing
in the community. He has served on the
count}' visiting board and also as a member
of the board of safety of Tiffin. Politically
he is a democrat, is affiliated with the Knights
of Pythias, and he and his wife attend the Re-
formed Church. He was married in 1913 to
il. Amy Lowmaster. She was born in New-
ark, Ohio, daughter of Henry Lowmaster, a
painter at Tiffin.

Daniel W-. Reddin, M. D. Perhaps no
other citizen of North Baltimore has come
in closer contact with the realities and ad-
ventures of life than Doctor Reddin. As a
1ioy he spent several years in the far West,
was a farmer, a cow puncher, a student and
a liomesteader out in the wilderness. Over
thirty years ago he settled in North Baltimore
as a practitioner of medicine and for years
he enacted the role of a true pioneer doctor,
riding and di-iving over almost impassable
roads through all kinds of weather to his
patients who lived in the black swamp region.
His has been a life of devoted service to the
]n-ofession, but it has also been amply re-

warded in a business way.
His love of an active life in all its phases

is doubtless an inheritance from his father,

whose career was a most romantic one. His
father, Thomas Reddin, was born in Dart-
mouth, England, in 1808. He inherited a
strong intellect, was carefully educated, and
learned the art of decorator. On coming to
America he was employed in carrying out
some of the decorative designing on the build-
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ings of Girard College at Philadelphia. His
craving for adventure led him to the seafar-

ing occupation and for several years he was
captain of a vessel and sailed to many of the

ports of the civilized world. He was still

young when he came to the United States, and
iiis spirit of adventure was stiU unquenched.
During the early '30s he was attracted to the

straggles of Texas for independence and
joined the American patriotic forces in the

far Southwest and was part of Colonel Fan-
nin's historic command which surrendered to

the Mexican President Santa Anna at the

battle of Goliad. The Fannin massacre is a

vivid chapter in American history. On a

fatal Palm Sunday the prisoners were started

away from their point of detention with the

understanding that they were to be paroled.

After going a short distance the Mexicans
ambuscaded them and from the deadly slaugh-

ter that ensued only a few got away alive.

Thomas Reddin was one of the few that sur-

vived the fate that was in store, and he and
his comrades broke away from the lines and
managed to escape the shower of bullets. He
afterward fought under Gen. Sam Houston in

the battle of San Jacinto, where the whole
Mexican army was either captured or anni-

hilated.

After this experience in helping Texas win
her independence he went East to Pennsyl-

vania and subsequently fought in the Mexican
war. He was also in the na\y during the

Civil war, on the Union side. In' 1846 he mar-
ried Catherine Braucht, who was born in

Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, April 16,

1828. She was of a splendid old Pennsyl-

vania family and was a woman of very beau-

tiful characteristics of heart and mind. Her
father, David Braucht, was a prosperous
Pennsylvanian who married a Miss McAlister

of Scotch ancestry. Her family were iden-

tified with the banking and business interests

of Philadelphia. David Braucht served in

the War of 1812, while liis father was a Rev-
olutionary patriot.

During the Mexican war Thomas Reddin 's

wife came up the Mississippi River from New
Orleans, her husband having enlisted for the

Mexican service in that city. She came via

Cincinnati and journeyed to Hadcock County,
Ohio, where she remained until she was joined
by her husband, who later developed a farm
there, where he spent his last days.

It was in Hancock County, Ohio, that Dr.
Daniel W. Reddin was born January 24, 1860.

At the age of fourteen he left home and be-

came self supporting. The age of sixteen found

liim in the far West, where he worked for
railroads, on cattle ranches, and for several

years traveled all over the cattle country of
the Western States and territories. Many
nights he slept on the prairie under a blanket,

and he came to know all that vivid and inter-

esting life of the West and the gi-eat plains

which is now a story that is told. Some of his

experience was in the Northwest, in old Dakota
Territory, and when that territory was ad-

mitted to the Union as a free state he pre-

empted a claim of a quarter section of land
near Huron, South Dakota. That claim was
then far from civilization and the nearest hab-
itation to his cabin was four miles distant.

He paid $200 for land that is now worth
from $60 to $75 an acre. This period in his

life, with all its hardships and incidents, is

one that Doctor Reddin likes to recall.

Doctor Reddin had pre%'iously returned to

Ohio and equipped himself for the broader
responsibilities that awaited him. He was
educated in Simpson College, Indianola, Iowa,
the National Normal University at Lebanon,
Ohio, and Valparaiso University at Val-

paraiso, Indiana. In 1881 he cctmpleted

his course in the department of medi-

cine and surgery of the University of

Michigan at Ann Arbor, Michigan, and later

located for practice at Findlay, Ohio. In
1886 he located at North Baltimore, from
which city he has since directed his varied

interests and affairs. Doctor Reddin has been

a close student of his profession and has taken
post-gi-aduate work in New York City and
has read and studied and utilized every oppor-

tunity for increased service. When he lo-

cated at North Baltimore the village was
hardly out of the swamps and the surround-
ing country was for a large part of the year
almost inaccessible. It was almost impossible

for a vehicle to get over the roads, and he

usually rode horseback and not infrequently

it occured that he had to tie his horse and
make the rest of his journey to some distant

house on foot. Doctor Reddin is a physician

in good standing, is a member of the Wood
County Medical Society, Northwest Ohio Med-

ical Society, Ohio State Medical Society and
the American Medical Association. Besides

his large medical practice he has acquired

many interests in local affairs. He cleared up
and improved a 160 acre tract of laud, whicU

is now one of the finest farms in the entire

county, well drained and improved with

model buildings. Its management and its

crops have furnished him a delightful recre-
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ation from other duties. He has improved
and sold several other farms.
For several years he held the office of vice

pi-csident of tlie Hardy Banking Company
and since 1911 has been its president, suc-

ceeding D. W. Murphy, the first president of

that bank. Doctor Reddin is a prominent
Mason, a member of the Blue Lodge at North
Baltimore and Knight Templar Commandery
at Findlav and the Scottish Rite bodies at

Toledo.

On DeceiiiliM- 2>!. 1SS6. Doctor Reddin mar-
ried Ella LihIiIiim.I, (if Keokuk, Iowa. She
died Januarx 7, l>ss. Her final illness was
brought on during the fire which swept North
Baltimore and destroyed Doctor Reddin 's

home, medical library and much other valu-
able property. For his present wife Doctor
Reddin married at Tiffin, Ohio, ]Miss Eugenia
B. Bachman, who was bom at Tiffin March
21, 1870. Her father, G. W. Bachman, was
a prominent lawyer and politician of Tiffin,

Ohio. He was mayor of the City of Tiffin

two terms and president of the board of edu-
cation. He also served two terms as prose-

cuting attorney of Seneca County. Mrs.
Reddin was educated in the Tiffin public
schools and Heidelberg College and is a woman
of culture and of wide experience as an edu-
cator. She was a teacher in high schools and
did her last work in that capacity in the Fos-
toria High School. I\Irs. Reddin is a member
of the Methodist Episcopal Church and sev-

eral literary and social clubs. She is the
mother of three children, the youngest, The-
odore, dying in infancy. The other two are
ver\' capable young men and have received
every advantage at home and in school to

enable them to make the most of their ambi-
tions and talents. Daniel W., Jr., is a gi-adu-

ate of the North Baltimore High School and
has finished the junior year at Heidelberg
Universitj^ at Tiffin, Ohio. He is now serving
in the Medical Reserve Corps Ambulance, No.
4, United States Army, of Cleveland, Ohio.
George B., the younger son, is now seventeen.

He is a member of the North Baltimore High
school, class of 1918, and is also interested in

military matters, being a member of the Boy
Scouts organization, and the North Baltimore
Rifles.

Hon. Gr.vnt E. Mouser, present judge of

the Court of Common Pleas of Marion County,
has been a leader in the bar for over a quarter
of a century and one of the prominent men
in the republican party of Northwest Ohio.

He is former congi-essmau from the Thir-
teenth Ohio District.

Judge Mouser was born at LaRue, Ohio,
September 11, 1868, a son of Di-. Justice A.
and Sarah (DeLong) Mouser. His grand-
father, Isaac Mouser, was a native of Virginia
and an early settler in Marion County, Ohio.
Many of the family attained to professional
distinction. Judge Mouser 's father was for
many years one of the leading physicians and
surgeons of Marion County. Three of his
brothers became lawyers and gained success-
ful positions in their profession in different
parts of the Middle and Far West. Judge
Mouser 's maternal grandfather was a pioneer
in Hardin County, Ohio. Doctor Mouser and
wife Iiad nine children: Ambrose, who be-

came a physician ; George, now deceased, who
was a lawyer; Lloyd, who died while a stu-
dent of medicine; Howard, who also took up
the law; Maude, who married William F.
Kniffin; May, who married Frank Holland;
Roy, who became a resident of Lincoln,
Nebraska; Harold, a prominent physician of
Marion; and Grant E.
Judge Mouser was educated in the public

schools of Marion County, attended the Ohio
Northern University at Ada two years, studied
law in the office of Charles "C. Fisher at
Marion, and in 1890 graduated from the Cin-
cinnati Law College with the degree LL. B.
He has been in active practice at iiarion since
1890.

Judge Mouser was elected prosecuting at-

torney of Marion County in the fall of 1893
and served three years. He was a local leader
in republican affairs from the time he reached
manhood and gradually his name became bet-

ter known all over Northwest Ohio. In 190-4

he was elected from the Thirteenth Ohio Dis-
trict to Congress and re-elected in 1906, sei-v-

iug in the Fifty-ninth and Sixtiotli congresses.

All that time lie carried the lieavy burdens of
a large law practice, as nieml)er of the firm
Mouser & Quigley, until elected to the Bench
of the Court of Common Pleas, where he is

now rendering a splendid service.

Judge Mouser is a member of the Independ-
ent Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of
Pythias and the Elks, is a republican and a
member of the Presbyterian Church. Novem-
ber 28, 1892, he married Miss Delia E. Ridge-
way of Marion County. They have three
children : Helena M., Grant E. and Annabel.

JoHX F.\NGBONEB. Soon after the close of
the Civil war, in which he had taken a .spirited
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and effective part as a gallant and fighting

soldier of the Union, John Fangboner came
to Northwest Ohio and for upwards of half a

century has been identified with the business

and civic welfare of Fremont City and San-

dusky County. He has become well to do

and influential, though at the start he had
little more than any of his contemporaries,

except a determined pui-pose and a persistence

which has enabled him to realize many of the

cherished plans and ideals of his younger
years.

Mr. Fangboner was bom at Lewisburg,
Pennsylvania, June 3, 1846. His parents

were James and Christina (Illick) Fangboner.
James Fangboner was born in New Jersey in

1809, and was married in Pennsylvania, his

wife being a native of Easton that state.

James Fangboner when a young man came
west and traveled with a companion on foot

as far west as "White Pigeon, Michigan, which
at that time was an important town and the

center of the United States Land Office, but
is now almost an unknown village. However,
he returned to Pennsylvania, and became a

farmer and also learned the wagon makers
trade. He was a veiy skillful mechanic and
through hard woi'k he provided well for his

family and left an honored name. He became
a republican upon the organization of that

party and held various minor offices. He was
active in the Lutheran Church. He and his

wife had seven children, and the three now
living are : Mrs. Anna Kaufman and Mrs.
A. E. Sleifer, both of Lewisburg, Pennsyl-
vania; and John.
John Fangboner grew up in Pennsylvania,

had a district school education, and when a

little past sixteen years of age he enlisted in

1863 in Company K of the Fifty-first Penn-
sylvania Infantry. He was with that regi-

ment in all its campaigns, marches and battles

until the war was ovei-. He took part with
it in the battle of the Wilderness and on the
second daj' of that tremendous fight was
wounded in the right knee. He spent three

months in the hospital recovering, and once
more took his place in the ranks and fought
wherever duty called him until Appomattox
and the close of the long struggle.

At the end of the war ilr. Fangboner be-

came clerk in a country store. He also did
farming for a time. In 1868 he came to

Ohio and located in Sandusky County. He
did business as a farmer and also as a live-

stock dealer on a limited scale and in 1887
removed to the City of Fremont, where he

engaged in the grain, hay and livestock busi-
ness on a larger scale. He has shipped stock
by the train load and in all the years he has
done business he has continued to enjoy the
confidence of all his customers and his in-

tegrity is as thoroughly recognized as his

success and good judgment. At times he has
fed cattle extensively, and he ovms a good

' farm of 109 acres which is chiefly used for
that purpose.

In 1877 Mr. Fangboner married Miss Mary
Emma Faller, who was bona in Fremont.
They have three children: Irvin T., in the

grain and hay business at Bellevue, Ohio;
Myrteila, wife of G. A. Hoot, of Fremont;
and James Raymond, a business associate of
his father. Mrs. Fangboner is an active mem-
ber of the Lutheran Church.

Mr. Fangboner has always taken an active

interest in his comrades of the war and joins

heartily in the Grand Army of the Republic
and its afiEairs. In politics he is a republican
and in 1893 was elected on that ticket county
auditor of Sandusky Count}-. This county
wa^ then strongly democratic and his election

was a direct testimonial to his individual
worth and popularity. He also served on
the city council of Fremont and in several

other offices and in mauj' ways has made that

city's interests his own. His business profits

he has invested in Fremont real estate, and
he is also one of the city's bankers, being vice

president of the Fir.st National Bank and a

.stockholder in the Colonial and Croghau
banks. He was one of the incorporatoi-s of

the Stock Yards at Cleveland and is still

financially interested in that enterprise.

Charles Dirr. A native of Henry County,
Charles Dirr has spent practically all his life

within the limits of Pleasant Township, and
in that time has accpiired those things most
appreciated by a man of industry and ambi-
tion. He has several fine farms, has that

degree of material prosperity which frees him '

from worrA- as to the future, and while

nominall}' cla.ssed as a retired farmer, he is

really pursuing a very energetic program of

action and supervision on his home place at

the Village of Pleasant Bend.
Mr. Dirr was born ^larch 5, 1853. on the

old Ridge road 1^ •; miles west of New Bavaria
in Pleasant Township. I\Iucli might be said

concerning the experiences and the character

and activities of his parents and other mem-
bers of the Dirr family in Henrj- County.
However, that story has been partly told at
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least on other pages. Charles Dirr is a son
of Henry and Catherine (Gardner) Din-.

Both were bom in Germany. They came to

America when practically the only method of
ci-ossing the ocean was ou vessels propelled
by wind and with sails. They came when
the>- were yomig people with their respective

parents. They grew up at Akron and at

Cleveland, but finally both the Dirr and
Gardner families located as pioneers in Pleas-

ant Township of Heniy County. Henry
Dirr and Catherine Gardner were hard work-
iug people from early youth. Neither was
above hard work when it furnished an honor-
able means of livelihood. They worked on
the canal and boarded the men employed on
the canal. Thus they made their beginning
as homemakere, and having acquired a tract

of land they also applied themselves to its

clearing and cultivation. They lived with the

comforts of a log cabin, and a very primitive

abode it was. The logs were unhewn, laid

together by notches at the end, there was a

puncheon floor, the roof of claplioards was
tied on, and the mud and stick eliimney rose

at one side of the building. "What cooking
was not done by the open fireplace was taken
care of by the bake oven which stood outside

the door. Henry- and Catherine Dirr lived

long and useful lives, and were amoug the

most honored and respected citizens of their

commuuity.
It was in the old home of his parents that

Charles Dirr spent his boyhood days. He
leai-ned the lessons taught in the district

schools, and became proficient in those arts

and crafts which were a part of the equip-

ment of all the old time farmers. He began
earning money for himself when still young,
and finally with some assistance from his

father and in partnership with his brother

Andrew he bought 120 acres of land. It was
only partly improved, and the brothers

worked it for several years. After Charles
Dirr married he sold his interests to his

lirother Andrew, and then bought eighty acres

in section 29. and twenty acres in section 28
of Pleasant Township. He went to that farm
as his home in September, 1885. A number
of years later he bought eight.y acres of .sec-

tion 31 and in 1907 acquired a seventy-acre

farm in section 21, known as the old Fred
Demlaud farm, the home of Mrs. Charles Dirr
when she was a girl.

About nine years after he had made his

first purchase of 100 acres ]\Ir. Charles Dirr
bouffht a tract of Hi acres in section 29 close

by the limits of the Village of Pleasant Bend.
That is now his place of residence. He re-

tired from the management of his several
farms to this home in November, 1914. It is

a i^rofitable and well managed small farm, and
gives him all the interests and occupation he
desires. Since coming to the place he has
erected a fine bam 34 by 46 feet and he and
his wife have a very comfortable seven-room
cottage home. Mr. Dirr in the meantime put
substantial farm buildings on all his different

places and his fanning methods have shown
a high degree of progressiveness at every turn.

He has been willing to accept the lessons of
experience as learned by others as well as by
himself and his prosperity can be credited to

this quality perhaps as much as to his solid

busines.s ability and judgment.
An incident might be told illustratiug his

progi-essiveness. ilr. Dirr had the distinction

of purchasing the first automobile in this sec-

tion of Henrj^ County. It was a Ford car,

bearing the company's number 501. It was
a one cylinder model of the type which can be

remembered, though it is perhaps better to

forget it. Mr. Dirr took a great deal of

plea.sure in this car. though at the same time
he aroused the ire of his neighbors, and many
of them expressed their opinions rather vigor-

ously and forcefull.y to the efi'eet they hoped
he would break his neck or run into the ditch,

and in passing wagons it not infrequently oc-

curred that the drivers would actually force

Mr. Dirr and his ear very- close to the ditch.

Mr. Dirr comments upon this experience
chiefly because many of those very men who
took so much exception to his pioneering as

an automobilist have since become devotees

of the auto car and have acquired all the man-
ners of the up to date motorist.

Mr. Dirr was married in Pleasant Town-
ship at the old home of the bride's father to

Miss Cornelia Demland. ilrs. Dirr was born
on the old homestead November 29, 1863, a

daughter of Fred and Sarah (Stephens)
Demland. Her father was born in one of the

lowland provinces of Germany and her mother
was a native of the Province of Alsace. Her
mother when two years of age was broiight to

America by her parents, who located at Buf-
falo, New York. Her father was twenty-two
when he came to this country and was also

accompanied by his parents. The Demlaiids
at once made settlement in Pleasant Town.ship
of Henry County, and Sarah Stephens also

came to the county when she was seven years
of age. Fred and Sarah Demland were mar-
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ried in Henry Connty and then located cm

seventy acres in section 21 of Pleasant Town-
ship. Tliere they spent their years profitably

and nsefnlly. and the mother died August 1,

1906, and the father on November 4, 1907.

The mother \va^ srvml y-four inid the fatlier

seventy-two wlicii tlicy piiss.^d ^iway. T'lcy

were active iiiimiiIkm-s of tlu' .Mftlmdist Epis-

copal Church. In polities Fred Dendand was
a very decided republican and the same is

true of the Dirr family, including; ]\Ir. Charles.

;\fr. :nid ^li's. Dirr take a very active in-

teicst in the Methodist K>iiiscn|ial Church and
have done sii fur many years. They have con-

tributed liberally to cliurch movements and
causes, Mrs. Dirr has been a worker in the

Sunday school and a teacher for six years,

and Mr. Dirr has followed the office of trustee

in the ehureli for twenty years. They are

the parents of three children, Clarence, Roy
and Elsie. Clarence, who was born April 14,

1886, grew up in Pleasant Township, com-
pleted his education in the local schools, and
is now profitably engaged in farming his

mother's old home, the Demland fann. He
married Hattie Smith of Defiance County
where she was born and reared. Roy was
born September 20, 1888, and has also found
his niche in the world of usefulness as a

farmer and is occupying one of his father's

places in Pleasant Township. He married
Anna Sauer of Pleasant Township. She is a
wi'll ciincatcd and cultui'ed young woman,
and for tlii'cc years liefore her marriage was a
snecessfnl teaeher. Tile daughter Elsie was
born Novendier 12, 1902, and has had the ad-

vantages of the eountrj' schools.

St.\nley a. Grzezinski. While one of the

youngest members of the Toledo bar, Stanley
A. Grzezinski has a record of much worthy
accomplishment in his profession, and even
more in the field of good citizenship. He is

a recognized leader among the Polish people of

that city.

He was born at Toledo October 18, 1887, a

son of Michael and Julianna (Prelinska)

Grzezin.ski. His parents were born in one of

the Polish districts of Germany, and came to
America as young people. After arriving in

New York they made their way West to

Toledo, and there in that city they met and
married. They were married in St. Mary's
Church, or rather in the basement of the later
church edifice. They began housekeeping in
Toledo forty-three years ago, and were among
the highly respected Polish people of the city.

For the past thirty-eight years the Grzezinski

family has resided at 145 Dexter Street. At
that home the beloved mother of the family
passed away September 21, 1915. She was a
noble woman, devoted to her family, and her
memory will always be blessed. The last

twelve years of her life she was an invalid.

^licliael Grzezinski, who is still living, is a re-

tired liuilding contractor, having given up ac-

tive business in 1913. He is a democrat, while
his son Stanley is a republican. Stanley was
the next to the youngest in a family of ten
children, eight of whom are still living, four
sons and four daughters. Two sons died in

infancy.

Reared in his native city, and receiving

his primary education in St. Hedwig's paro-
chial school, Stanley Grzezinski did his first

work as a wage earner as cash boy for the La-
Salle and Koch Company. He was with them
three years under Louie Eppstein, who was at

that time manager of the furniture depart-
ment. The opportunities that had much to do
with his real career came to him during the
following three years when he was working
under Karl Hardee for the National Supply
Compan.y. During part of that period he was
a desk clerk. The company frequently sent

him with vouchers to their attorney, Mr. Ira
Taber, a well known Toledo lawyer whose
career is traced on other pages. While wait-

ing in Mr. Taber 's law office young Grzezinski

was attracted to the law books, and from casual

glimpses within their covers his interest deep-
ened into appreciation and eventually a deter-

mination to study law and become an attorney.

On leaving the National Supply Company he
studied regularly with Mr. Taber for a year,

and then entered the Ohio Northern Univer-
sity Law Department at Ada under Dean S.

P. Axline, now deceased. While he was in

law school the ex-governor of Ohio, Mr. Frank
B. Willis, was one of the instructors.

In June, 1911, he was graduated with the
degree of Bachelor of Laws, afterwards pur-

sued post-graduate courses for six months, and
was admitted in December, 1911, to the Ohio
bar. Shortly afterwards he began the practice

of law at Toledo, and has since acquired a

very substantial clientage, having two offices,

one in the Ohio Building, with the firm of

Hankison and Deeds and another at 2929
Lagrange Street. A large number of Polish

people, both in Toledo and in Lucas County,
have entrusted their legal affairs to Mr.
Grzezinski.

He has made himself a factor in the city
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among his own people, and is very influential

in politics. He took a specially active part
in Governor Willis' campaign. In the fall of

1915 he was an unsnccessful candidate for

judge of the city courts. Outside of his pro-

fession his activities extend to many business,

civic, fraternal and benevolent enterprises.

He is president and director of the Polonia
Clothing and Shoe Company, which was one
of the first corporations he organized after

admission to the bar. It is a prosperous con-

cern, and is situated in one of the finest build-

ings on Lagrange Street. He is a trustee of

the Polish Falcons, and has done much im-
]iortant work for the home of that organiza-

tion. In February, 1915," he made a campaign
and collected .$2,400 for the benefit of the Fal-

cons, and bought the land on which a $10,000
home is to be built at the corner of Moss and
Fellows Aveniae. He is also secretary and a
director of the Toledo Polish Commerce Club
in the Lagrange Street district.

St. Michael's Society, of which he is sec-

retary of the executive board, is one of the

most prosperous benevolent organizations in

Toledo, having more than $15,000 in its treas-

ury.

During the European war Mr. Grzezinski

has taken a foremost part in raising funds
for the relief of Polish war sutferers. He is

secretary of the Polisli War Relief Fund, and
this organization in June, 1915, produced the

play Chimes of Normandy at the Valentine
Theatre, an entertainment that netted $2,500
for war sufferers in Poland. He was also a

delegate to the Northwestern Ohio Section of

the Polish National Alliance in its convention
at Schuectady, New York. This Alliance has

a membership of 125,000 in America, and more
than $125,000 a year was subscribed to the

sutfering people of Poland.
i\Ir. Grzezinski is first vice president of the

Federation of Catholic Parishes of Toledo,

and has attended their national convention in

Baltimore and New York. He is a member of

Toledo Lodge No. 53, Benevolent and Pro-

tective Order of Elks. Other Polish organiza-

tions with which he is affiliated are tlie Casimir
Pulaski Society and the Polish National Alli-

ance, and he is a member of St. Hedwig's
Catholic Church, belongs to the Toledo Com-
merce Club, to the Toledo Bar Association,

and is a member of the Delta Theta Phi Na-
tional Law Fraternity. He is a member of the

Oriole Pleasure Club, a Polish organization

for young men of Polish descent born in

America. Mr. Grzezinski was one of the or-

ganizers of the Ohio Polish Savings and Build-
ing Association which is a credit to his efforts.

This is a newly organized industry in the
Polish settlement.

William H. Dillery, former mayor of Ar-
cadia, Hancock County, has been a business
man in that section of the state for over forty
years. He was formerly extensively engaged
in lumbering and manufactured great quanti-
ties of the hardwood timber of Northwest
Ohio. Various other business interests have
claimed his time and attention, and in the
leisure afforded by financial independence he
has been able to give much of his time to pub-
lic affairs.

He was born on his father's farm a mile
east of Arcadia in February, 1852, a son of
Joseph and Catherine (Peters) Dillery. His
father was born near Frankfort-on-the-Rhine,
Germany, and was brought to America by his

parents when eight years of age. They lived

in Baltimore for a time and subsequently
went West to Steubenville, Ohio, where he
remained two years and then removed to Han-
cock County. His chief bu.siness was as a

timber nlan, and he had the first sawmill in

the vicinity of Arcadia. He owned several

different farms, and for a number of years
was prospei'ously engaged as a merchant. He
did not retire from active business until 1900,
and at his death in 1913 he was ninety years
of age. His wife had passed away in 1871.

William H. Dillery, who was the oldest son
in a family of three sons and four daugh-
ters, attended the Findlay public schools and
spent the winters of 1872 and 1873 in East-

man's Commercial College at Poughkeepsie,
New York. On returning home he and his

brother, George W., bought their father's

sawmill and conducted it for twenty years

under the name Dillery Brothers. They not
only worked up the local supply of hardwood
timber but also bought saw logs from a terri-

tory sixty miles around the mill. After the

timber had been dressed in the mill it was
shipped and distributed over a number of the

eastern states. After selling his interests as a
sawmill man, Mr. Dillery became agent for

the Page Woven Wire Fence Company and
sold the product of this company all over Han-
cock County for a period of twenty years. He
then retired from business, but in a short time
found leisure incompatible with his active

tastes and largely as a diversion he took the

position of station agent at Arcadia for the

T. F. & F. Railroad. :\lr. Dillerv is a stock-
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(holder in the Ai-cadia Bank and iSav-ings

Company and owns considerable local real

On October 23, 1873, at the beginning of

his business career, he married Lucy Bow-
man, daughter of John "VV. and Anna (Eicher)

Bowman, of Arcadia. Mr. and Mrs. Dillery

have three daughters and one son. Zettie is

now Mrs. J. F. Wheland, of Arcadia, and they

are tlie parents of three vigorous young sons,

Ivan Wayne, Karl and Reed. SteUa married

John Hoffman and they reside in Chicago and
have a family of two daughters and two sons,

Robert, Richard, Catherine and Lucy. Leone
married J. C. O'Neil, of Toledo, and their

family consists of one son and three daugh-
ters, Miriam, Barbara, Ardinelle and James.

Mr. Dillerj''s only son is William Ralph, still

unmarried and employed as an electrician in

Chicago.
In politics Mr. Dillery is a republican in na-

tional affairs but acts independently in local

mattei-s. He served three terms of one year

each as local clerk, and for a period of six-

teen years was town treasurer. He gave a

capable administration to the municipal af-

fairs of Arcadia during his two terms as

maj'or, but resigned the office on account of

his business interests. He is an attendant of

the First Methodist Episcopal Church of Ar-
cadia and is affiliated with the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows.

Edward Deummond Libbey. A history of

Northwest Ohio would be incomplete without
a sketch of Edward Drummoud Libbey, one
of its truly great business men and public

spirited citizens. One of the pioneers in the

business world, he has helped make Toledo

one of the important industrial centers of the

United States. Through his public spirit he

has established in Toledo the greatest art

museum now existing in any American city

of its size, which promises to make Toledo
one of the great art centers of the United
States.

His career has been a constant and steady-

ing influeuce in Toledo business and civic

and artistic life for upwards of a third of a

century. Primarily his name is associated

with glass manufacture, particularly cut glass.

Two generations of the family have been iden-
tified with- the development of this industry.

It is said that the story of cut glass in the
United States began with Deming Jarvis, the
pioneer glass manufacturer of New England.
Deming Jarvis was senior member of Jarvis

& Commeraise, glass importers and manufac-
turers, with a factory located in South Bos-
ton.

In 1850 this firm took into its employ as

confidential clerk William L. Libbey. Wil-
liam L. Libbey was born in 1827 and died in

1883, a son of Israel and ilary Libbey. He
remained with the firm of Jarvis & Com-
meraise only five years until 1855, when Mr.
Jarvis sold the plant to the former clerk, and
it was successfully conducted for ten years
by William L. Libbey. At the end of that

time he concentrated all his attention to the

manufacture of glassware. A successful busi-

ness was built up, but he sold in 1870 and took

the position of general manager of the New
England Glass Company at East Cambridge,
Massachusetts. In 1880 he bought the entire

business and at that time took in his sou

Edward as a partner.

Edward Drummond Libbey was born at

Chelsea, Massachusetts, April 17, 1854, son of

William L. and Julia M. (Miller) Libbey. He
acquired his early education in the public

schools of Boston and later attended lectures

at Boston University. In 1871 at the age of

twenty he was given an interest in his father's

glass business. It was by a most strenuous
apprenticeship that he was fitted for execu-

tive responsibility. He performed the most
trivial of office duties and filled nearly all the

clerical positions in order to learn every de-

tail. On the death of his father in 1883 he
succeeded as sole proprietor of the business

~and it went forward in the same successful

manner under his leadei'ship.

It was the discoveiy of natural gas in

Northwestern Ohio, and consequent cheap
fuel to manufacturers, that brought Mr. Lib-

bey to Toledo. He moved his business to the

city in 1888 and incorporated it as The Lib-

bey Glass Company. This is now one of To-
ledo's most noted industries. This city has

the largest cut glass factory in the world in

the Libbey Glass Company, and is also the

home of the largest plate glass plant. For
these distinctions the cit.y and its citizens are

indebted to the enterprise of Mr. Libbey, who
was tlie pioneer in this special industry. Un-
der normal business conditions the company
employs several hundred men. While an in-

cidental line of manufacture is the making
of bulbs for incandescent lights, the solid

fame of the Libbey plants rests upon its cut

glass. No other nation has excelled America
in the cutting of glass into intricate and beau-

tiful designs, and among cut glass manufac-
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turers the Libbey Glass Company stands de-

servedly at the head. It is a business with a

great record of success and of progi-essive

ideals, and the excellence of the Libbey prod-

uct is unmistakable under whatever condi-

tions it is tested.

At the Columbian Exposition at Chicago in'

1893 the Libbey Glass Company erected at a

cost of more than $100,000 a beautiful build-

ing in which the art of making and cutting

glass was carried on in all its branches. Tliat

beautiful and practical exhibition probably

did more than anything else to familiarize the

world with this art and secure its ju^t appre-

ciation. What the Libbey Company did then

was the culminating effort of almost a century

of steady progress in glass cutting, but the

progress has continued uninterruptedly

throughout the subsequent twenty-five years.

Again, at the W'orld's Pair in St. Louis, more
than ten years later, the Libbey cut glass was
prominent as an attraction and as a sharer in

the awards.
From the time the business was incorpo-

rated at Toledo to the present Mr. Libbey has

been president of the company, and has not

yet felt justified in withdrawing from the

management of his vast enterprise.

A number of years ago he turned his atten-

tion to a problem and in helping forward its

solution has practically revolutionized glass

manufacture. This lias been brought about
liy the manufacture of automatic machinery
for the making of glassware, particularly the

ware which must be "blown," and for that

for generations the only method was the old

hand and lung practice. Mr. Libbey has done
much to introduce to the trade the Owens
machine, which blows glass automatically.

Mr. Libbey was president of the Toledo Glass

Company, a corporation established by him in

1894, and in 1903 he organized the Owens
Bottle Machine Company, an Ohio corpora-

.tion. This company secured an exclusive li-

cense from the Toledo Glass Company for the

United States for the manufacture of ma-
chines and machine-made bottles. Since then

the company has introduced the bottle ma-
chines into many of the largest plants in the

United States. The Owens macliine has been

one of America's most wonderful inventions

and in its success has almost rivaled Standard
Oil in the returns to the original investors.

Until recently Mr. Libbey was president of

the Owens European Bottle Machine Com-
pany, which was organized in 1905. This

company purchased from the Toledo Glass

Company all European rights for the Owens
Bottle JIachine, but a few years ago these
rights were sold to a syndicate of European
bottle manufacturers.

]Mr. Lil>be3' 's also president of the North-
western Ohio Bottle Company and the Owens
West Virginia Bottle Company. He is iden-
tified with still another organization that is

one of the most familial' trade names in Amer-
ica, the Macbeth-Evans Glass Company of

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, of which he is vice

president.

With this brief exposition of his business
interests and achievements, it remains to state

what Mr. Libbey has done for his home city

apart from the stimulation and establishment
of business and industrial well being. There
is no reason to doubt the assertion that has
been made that he has done as much for

Toledo as any resident who ever lived here.

It is not merely a diversion but a sincere in-

terest which has made him always a lover of

art. That interest has taken its chief direc-

tion in his benefactions in establishing the
Toledo Museum of Art. On May 29, 1909, he
and his wife Florence (Scott) Libbey con-

veyed by deed to the trustees of the museum
seven lots and all the buildings thereon. This
place was the homestead of the late Maurice
A. Scott, father of Mrs. Libbey, and situated

in the Scottwood Addition to the city. The
terms of the deed are that the trustees hold
the same for fifty years, erect thereon a mu-
seum for the advancement apd display of
works of art, and after the lapse of the stated

time the trustees may do with the proi:)erty

as they may desire. In addition to this gift

Mr. Libbey purchased 100 feet on the west
side of the new museum property on ilonroe
Street, extending 400 feet to Grove Place,

thus giving the museum a total frontage on
Monroe Street of 500 feet and the same on
Grove Place. This acquisition was purchased
for the purpose of protecting the museum
from any future encroachment on the part of
unsympathetic property owners who might
erect unsightly buildings close to the beauti-

ful museum structure. The Toledo Museum
of Art was incorporated in 1901 and Mr.
Libbey has always been the president of the
institution. Upon the ground a magnificent
structure has been erected through the bene-
factions of Mr. Libbey and thousands of other
Toledo citizens, which is praised by critics

everywhere. Mr. and Mrs. Libbey have pre-
sented many beautiful paintings and other
works of art to the museum and their bene-
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factions in its behalf never cease. In 1916

an endowment fund of $600,000 was raised

among Toledo citizens for tlie Museum of Art,

even children couti'ibuting their pennies, and
to this fund Mr. Libbey was the largest donor.

He has also promised to almost double the

size of the present building. Altogether, his

benefactions to this institution will approxi-

mate $1,000,000.

A few years ago ilr. Libbey was elected for

one term to the Board of Education by an
almost unprecedented vote, a signal proof of

his popularity. To this work he gave his time

unstintingly, was honored with the presidency

of the board, but declined a re-election. Mr.
Libbey is a member of the Union League Club
of Chicago, the Duquesne Club of Pittsburgh

and the Toledo Club of Toledo.

Cl.vrke N. WoiDER is one of the able and
widely experienced newspaper men of San-

dusky County, and is now manager of the

Fremont Daily Me.ssenger. He has been con-

nected with the Messenger for the past eight

years and prior to that was in the newspaper
business at Clj'de.

He has been a hard worker since early youth
and has .seldom allowed opportunities to be

wasted. He was born at Clyde, Ohio, October

23, 1876, son of N. T. and Sarah A. (Nettle-

ton) Wilder. His father was both a farmer
and mei'chant and died in Sandusky County
November 12, 1909. Mr. Clarke N. Wilder
started life with a public school education ac-

quired at Clyde. He was still a boy when he
began acquiring busine.ss experience, part of

the time in his father's store as a grocery
clerk and a number of summer seasons he
spent working on a farm. In 1895, at the

age of nineteen, he went to Toledo and for

four years was in the employ of the E. P.

Breckeuridge Company of that city.

From Toledo he returned to Sandusky
County and spent two years on his father's

farm in Green Creek Township. In January,
1903, he bought a half interest in the Clyde
Democrat. The Democrat was established
April 2, 1899, by W. 0. Kenan and T. L.

Hunt. In August of that year Mr. Hunt sold

his interest to S. B. Sturtevant and in Decem-
ber of the same year Mr. Kenan became sole

proprietor. In January, 1905, Mr. Wilder
acquired all the interests in the paper, and
published it successfully for four years. He
gave it a large circulation and built up its

patronage and busine.ss to a successful point.
While living in Clyde Mr. Wilder was one of

the incorporators of the Clyde Kraut Com-
pany.
On August 29, 1909, having sold the Demo-

crat to B. F. Jackson, he removed from Clyde
to Fremont, and was actively connected with
the Daily Messenger in different capacities

until he became its business manager on De-
cember 29, 1916. The Messenger now has a

circulation of 2,600 and is one of the most
influential newspapers of Sandusky County.
It is published daily and semi-weekly.

Mr. Wilder is a progressive democrat and
has taken much interest in politics and has
done much to assist his party in local cam-
paigns. Outside of newspaper work his

special enthusiasm is music, and he has been
connected with the bands both at Clyde and
at Fremont. He was married September 17,

1901, to Miss Helen Lytic Snyder. She is a
daughter of Merritt and Susan (Bowland)
Snyder, both now deceased. Her father was
long a prominent attorney at Fremont.

George E. Schroth. A former judge of

the Court of Common Pleas and a member of

the bar at Tiffin for over thirty yeai"s, Judge
Schroth has largely made his own way in the

world, has found and utilized his oi^portuni-

ties to an exceptional degi-ee of success and
has been alike prominent in the law, politics

and business.

Among the many basiness interests that

claim his attention aside from his private prac-

tice, he is president of the Sterling Grinding
Wheel Company, a corporation with $100,000
capital. Its products are shipped all over
the world. He is also vice president of the

City National Bank of Tiffin and is a director

and secretary of the Allen Motor Company of

Fostoria. This company, with a capital of

$1,500,000, has built up a business until it

now sells 5.000 cars annually.

Judge Schroth was born in Cincinnati, Ohio,

April 7, 1863, and is a son of Frederick and
Catherine (Biehler) Schroth. His father was
a native of Wuertemberg and his mother of

Alsace-LoiTaine. The paternal grandparents
spent all their lives in Germany. His mater-
nal gi-andparents were Andrew and Catherine

Biehler, who brought their familj^ from Al-

sace-Lorraine, and located on a farm near
Tiffin. Frederick Schroth was born in 1836

and died in 1880 and his wife was born in

1840 and died in 1876. They were mai-ried

in Cincinnati. Frederick Schroth had come
to America in 1850 and for many yeai-s was
engaged in the market business at Cincinnati.
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He was a republican and a member of the Ger-
man Reformed Church. Of his four chil-

dren three are still living: George E.; An-
drew, court bailiff at Tiffin ; Hemy, who died

at Fostoria in 1916; and Ida, wife of Michael
Hoffman, who is connected with the daily

market at Cincinnati.

Judge Schroth acquired his education as

opportunity offered at Cincinnati, Tiffin and
Acta. Between the ages of sixteen and twen-
tj^-three he taught school several months every
year and in the meantime had articled himself

to the study of law under J. K. Rohn at Tiffin.

He was admitted to the bar in May, 1886, and
at once took up active practice at Tiffin. Since
then he has been admitted to practice in

all the courts, both state and Federal. From
1887 to 1890 Judge Schroth was county school

examiner of Seneca County. In 1890 he was
elected prosecuting attorney on the republi-

can ticket, an election which in a democratic
community was a strong testimonial to his

qualifications and his individual popularity.

In 1893 he was re-elected and served two
terms. From 1888 to 1890 Judge Schroth was
secretary of the Agricultural Society. There
has never been a time in his career when he
has not been keenly interested in politics and
in public affairs and his name is associated

with many places of responsibility. From
1898 to 1903 he served as referee in bank-
iiiptcy to the Federal Court. In the fall of

1902 he was elected common pleas .iudge and
filled that office creditably until 1909, when
he retired from the bench and resumed pri-

vate practice.

Judge Schroth was married in August,
1889, to Rose "Wolfe, who was bom on a farm
just north of Tiffin. They have two children,

Catherine and George, Jr. The son is now
laying the foundation of a business career as

an employe with a manufacturing company.
Mrs. Schroth belongs to the Methodist Protes-

tant Church. Judge Schroth has attained the

Knight Templar degree in i\Iasonry and also

belongs to the Knights of Pythias and the

Junior Order of United American Mechanics.

J. Alvin Taylor is one of the younger busi-

ness men of Pindlay and is successfully estab-

lished as a jeweler and optometrist at 211
South Main Street. He began learning the

jeweler's trade when a mere boy, and has
depended for his success upon hard work, no
favors and those principles of business prac-

tice which have been justified by generations

of experience, including straightforward and

honest dealings and a rendering of adequate
service for all the profits gained.

Mr. Taylor was born at Greenbank, West
Virginia, son of W. L. and ilary A. Taylor.
His father has been in the jewelry business at
J^lkins and vicinity in West Virginia for
forty years and is still alive and active. Mr.
Taylor 's grandfather, Ludy Taylor, came from
County Clare, Ireland, and locatiMl in West
Virginia, many years ago. Mr. Ta\liir's ma-
ternal grandfather was a Confrdriatc s(ih_lier

and was killed in the battle of Beverly, West
Virginia, during tlie war between the states.

When J. Alvin Taylor was twelve years of

age his parents removed to Franklin, West
Virginia, where he completed his education
in the high school. At" the age of thirteen he
began li'ariiing the jewelry business with his

fatliiT and rnntinued in his store until 1909.
On lca\iiiu' hiime he worked as a journeyman
jeweler at different places and in 1912 arrived

at Findlay, where he continued as a journey-
man jeweler for a year or so. In April, 1914,

he employed his inodcst capital and his ex-

tensive experienci" in staifing a business of

his own. He has a uood .stork, has a growing
patronage and also has an excellent practice

as an optometrist.

Mr. Taylor was married December 10, 1913,

to Miss Ethel ilarie Peet, daughter of Wil-
liam A. and Malinda (ilontague) Peet, an old

and well known family of Findlay. ilr. and
Mrs. Taylor are members of the iMethodist

Church. He is affiliated with the lodge of

ilasons and in politics is a republican.

Russ Jackson Christy. There is hardly a
household in America which does not know
the "Christy bread knife." In some homes
the Christy knife has been hanging by the

bread bucket for thirty years, an implement
always ready for use and practically indispen-

sable. It is one of those things that is ac-

cepted as a matter of coui-se, and yet has
served to lighten the bm'dens of the world,

has made work easier, and deserves to rank
among those inventions by which America has
expressed its gi-eatest genius.

Every invention, great or small, has its

birth in the germ of an idea. The idea is

the important thing. There are perhaps mil-

lions of people who know the Christy bread
knife, recognize that some one had the idea

upon which the invention was based, but are

unfamiliar with the personality of the man
who conceived it all.

This man lives in Fremont, Ohio. With all
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the success that has come from his invention,

he is a plain and unassuming gentleman and
has come to prominence and influence through

strenuous exertions and by a gradual rise from
conditions near to poverty.

This Northwest Ohio man whose name is

a household word, though the majority of

those who use it are unfamiliar with his per-

sonality or with his career, was born at Clyde,

Ohio, February 10, 1862, son of John and
Elizabeth Christy. His father was born in

New York State" and his mother in Pennsyl-

vania. They were early settlers in Sandusky
County, and arrived when only two houses

marked the site of the present City of Fre-

mont. Their children are: Jennie, wife of

Charles W. Barnaby, of New York City;

Charles J., of Fremont; Stella, wife of Sam-
uel Nusly, of Canton, Ohio; Willard C, of

Oberlin, Ohio ; and Russ J.

John Christy was a cooper by trade. For
a number of years he worked at that steadily

and while an industrious man he never at-

tained a position of complete financial inde-

pendence and his earnings were largely ex-

pended in keeping up his home and giving

limited advantages to his children. He died

November 5, 1897, while his widow survived

him until October 10, 1908.

Russ Jackson Christy inherited from his

father a taste for mechanical pursuits. He
had a limited education in the common schools,

but never went to college. His first regular

occupation was in the Buckeye Engine Com-
pany's Works at Salem, Ohio. There he
learned the trade of tool maker and the trade

of machinist. From Salem he went to San-
dusky, and became tool maker for the firm of

Barney & Kilby, machinists. Throughout his

early experience he kept his mind alert and
was not satisfied with a merely routine per-

fection and skill. He knew that a mechanic
as long as he worked for others must be con-

tent with a very moderate wage. He realized

that in order to make a distinctive success he
must specialize his skill so as to produce some-
thing distinctive so that the world would come
to him for his product.
While working in the machine shop at San-

dusky the idea came to him of an improved
bread knife. He had often noticed the diffi-

culty of cutting fresh bread with an ordinary
knife. To give a better cutting edge for that
purpose he conceived the scalloped edge, and
during his leisure hours he made a knife which
exemplified that idea. He put the knife to
test and with perfect success, and tried it

under every condition until he had proved be-

yond all question that it was immensely su-

perior to any other implement of the kind.

He then had the invention patented.

Many inventors die poor, merelj- because
they have not the courage of their convictions

ancl the persistence to carry their idea into

commercial success. Mr. Christj' had business

ability as well as fertility of ideas. His first

knives were manufactured by hand at San-
dusky. They were sold as rapidly as they
could be turned out, and their fame spread
by word of mouth and by demonstration of

their merit. Mr. Christy realized that the busi-

ness could not be hampered and handicapped
by the slow process of hand manufacture. He
then patented a machine which would manu-
facture knives in lai'ge quantities.

About tliat time Jlr. Christy removed to

Fremont, and it has since been his home and
the home of the industry. The first building
for his plant was a wooden structure 15
feet wide and 80 feet long. The machin-
ery was installed and the Christy knives were
soon being produced' in large munbers, though
not enough to supply the growing demand.
Then came a brick addition, two stories high
and 30 by 50 feet. This too soon became
inadequate. In constructing a larger factory

a rather unique plan was emplo.yed. The new
plant was 30 by 85 feet, was built of brick, and
its walls arose around and surrounding the

original plant, so that the business of manu-
facturing was interrupted for only one day,
when the change was made from the smaller

to the larger quarters.

However excellent an invention may be, a

growing business demands capital far in ad-
vance of the revenues. The manufacture of

the Christy bread knife has met and over-

come many obstacles in this way, and only
the hard work and frequent self denial of Mr.
Christy has brought eventual sviccess. The
factory was twice completely destroyed by
fire, once on December 10, 1902, and again
April 23, 1910. Each time larger and better

buildings replaced the old. There has always
been a uniform price and policy for the sale

and distribution of the Christy knives. At
first they were sold in sets of three and a uni-

form price everywhere charged. The plan of

selling and the price has always been the same.

At the present time besides the large annual
output of Christy knives, the firm is making
two brands of safety razors, both sold by the

Simmons Hardware Company of St. Louis, the
largest dealers in hardware in the world.
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They bear the well known Simmons brand
of "Keen-Kutter. " One of the safety razors
is known as the Enders brand, named in honor
of Col. William Enders, then secretary of

the Simmons Hardware Company. These
razors were originated and patented by Mr.

. Christy.

A number of years ago the manufacturing
success of the business was assured. Through
it Mr. Christy has contributed to Fremont one
of its most stable and profitable industries, and
has helped make the fame of that city known
throughout the world. He has of course ac-

quired many other substantial interests, and
is now president of the Colonial Savings Bank
and Trust Company of Fremont.
Mr. Christy was married January 11, 1887,

to Miss Amelia E. Myers, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Daniel jMyers, a prominent family
of Sandusky. Four children have been born
to Mr. and Mrs. Christy. Fay Amelia is the

wife of H. B. Bigelow, of Columbus, Ohio, and
they have twin daughters, Amelia Elizabeth
and Mary Helen, both of whom were born on
their grandfather Christy's fiftieth birthday.
Arthur Christy, the oldest son, is now as-

sistant manager and treasurer of the Fremont
Stove Company. It was Mr. Christy, Sr., who
a number of years ago organized the Fremont
Stove Company in addition to his other manu-
facturing interests. This firm manufactures
over 100 different sizes in styles and types
of stoves. The business grew, and the ne-

cessity of increasing the factory made it wise
to build a second plant, which was located

at Wyandotte, a suburb of the City of Detroit.

Arthur Christy was married in November,
1912, to Miss Ethel Hirt, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. E. U. Hirt of Fremont. They have
two children, a daughter, Jane Ethel, and a
son, Russ J. the second.

Daniel Lamar Christy, the third child, is

now in the cutlery plant with his father, and
he married Elise Bowman of Little Rock, Ar-
kansas.

Clyde K., is managing a 300 acre farm for
his father in Sandusky County and is operat-
ing a daily in connection with his agricultural
pursuits.

Martin Winter. At no time in the his-

tory of the United States has the importance
of the agriculturist been so greatly appreci-
ated as since the entry of our country on the
side of democracy in the greatest war of all

times. Always an honorable occupation, its

importance in the national life has been

dwarfed by the gi-eater interest attached to
the professions and manufacturing. With the
growth of the cities, however, which so greatly
drained the rural communities of their youth,
tlie farmer is again coming into his own. The
most fervid appeal has been sent out by our
Government to the farmers, urging them to
increase by all means the production of food
stuffs, as otherwise the world must face fam-
ine. It is only a just appreciation of the man
who tills the soil that the farmer is again com-
ing into his own, and that his importance in

the national life is once more appreciated.
Always the backbone of the American na-
tion, the farming population deserves far more
credit than it has received in the last few
decades. It has been found that he is just as
essential even during war times as the man
behind the giver—for armies must be fed.

Martin Winter came of a family of agri-

culturalists and lived on a farm all his life.

He was born near New Washington, Craw-
ford County, Ohio, on the 18th of August,
1839, and passed away on the farm that he
had occupied for more than half a century,
about three miles northwest of Nevada, Wyan-
dot County, Ohio, on the 17th of February,
1913. He came of the sturdy German stock
which immigrated to the new republic in the
first half of the last century and had so much
to do with its upbuilding, and especially with
the development of Northwest Ohio. His par-
ents were Martin Winter and Catherine
(Rang) Winter, both of whom were born in

Germany, but came here in their early ma-
turity. His education consisted of attendance
at the public schools near the place where he
was born, and afterwards in Wyandot County,
whither the family had removed before he
reached manhood.
The father of our subject died while Mar-

tin Winter was still in his teens, and as the

oldest of a numerous family he felt it his duty
to remain at home several years after he be-

came of age, realizing that his help was needed
in the care and support of his widowed mother
and the younger children, and yielding such
service willingly and with self-sacrifice. A
younger brother was Adam Winter, father of

Nevin 0. Winter, editor of the history, and
a sketch of whom appears elsewhere.

He was married in October, 1863, to Mary
Sigler, the daughter of William and Rosanna
Sigler, a neighboring family. They lived to-

gether happily for a period lacking only a
few months of half a century, always having
lived on the same farm. The wife survived



HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO

three years longer and died October 8, 1916.

She was a woman to whom home and children

meant everything, and she devoted her entire

life to her husband and the lives that had

been entrusted to her. She was a member of

the Church of God and lived in that com-

munion. To them were born seven children,

Hve sons and two daughters, all of whom still

survive and all live within a radius of three

miles of the old family homestead. The names

of the sons are: "William A., Frank, John,

Bert and Alpha, and the two daughters are

Ella and Carrie. All of the boys are the heads

of families and follow the father's occupation,

and all are the owners of farms of their own
and are classed among the most substantial

farmers of Wyandot County, one of the best

agricultural counties in Northwest Ohio, ex-

cepting the youngest son. Alpha, who is suc-

cessfully engaged in business in Nevada. The

daughter, Carrie, is the wife of William Ul-

rich, who is also engaged in farming.

In the community in which he lived none

stood higher in the estimation of his fellow

citizens for high character and personal in-

tegrity than Martiff Winter. His life was

open and blameless, and his word was as good

as his bond. Quiet and unassuming, yet he

took an active interest in every movement
looking to the good and advancement of the

community. Although independent in local

matters, yet he generally followed the prin-

ciples of the democratic party in national af-

fairs. In boyhood he became a member of

the Lutheran Church and remained faithful

to that faith and lived the life of a follower

of the Master.

W. A. jMacGeoege came into Northwest

Ohio a number of years ago, when the oil

boom was at its height, and was connected

with the work of the oil iields all over this

section of the state. Since retiring from the

oil industry he has resided at Van Buren,

Ohio, and is now head of the tirm W. A. Mac-

George & Son, general merchants in that

town.

Mr. MacGeorge is a son of Warren and
Elizabeth (Wallace) MacGeorge. His father

was born in Scotland, where his people were

peasant farmers. When he was a child he

came with his parents and with a brother and
three sisters to America. The family located

in the State of Maine on a farm. His parents

spent the rest of their years there and all

their children except Warren went west to

California during the Redwood craze. The
other children all died in California.

Warren MacGeorge was reared and edu-
cated in the country schools of Maine, and he
was married in that state to Elizabeth Wal-
lace. They became the parents of five sons

and three daughters. The family finally re-_

moved to McKeau County, Pennsylvania,
where Warren MacGeorge found employment
in the oil fields. He died there at the age of

fifty-four.

W. A. MacGeorge attended school only in

the winter time and from an early age began
working to support the family. When he was
only fom-teen he took a man's job at a man's
wages as clerk and general utility man in tlie

old pioneer country store of Sheehau & Holt
at Red Rock in McKean County, Pennsyl-
vania. He served that firm faithfully for

eight years and built the foundation of his

business experience. With the true Scotch
thrift he was careful of his earnings and was
finally able to open a store of his own at Red
Rock. After three years he sold out and
twentj'-three years ago he came to Findlay,

Ohio, when that city was the center of the oil

industry in Northwest Ohio. Mr. MacGeorge
continued working in the oil fields all over
this part of the state as a tool di-esser and
driller and finally retired from the business

in April, 1911, when with his son Wesley he
bought the general store at Van Buren. They
have made a success of their merchandising in

this locality.

In 1881 Mr. MacGeorge married Nellie A.
Hatfield, daughter of Samuel T. and Mary
{Mc:Murray) Hatfield. Both the Me:\Iurray

and Hatfield families are pioneer Scotch stock

of McKean County, Pennsylvania. Mr. and
^Irs. ]\IaeGeorge have two children: Elmer
W. and Hazel B. Elmer is now thirty-two
years of age and an active young business

man. Hazel B. married J. A. Poole and has

one child, Robert. ]Mr. MacGeorge and fam-
ily are members of the United Brethren
Church. Politically he is a republican.

/

Rev. F. S. Legowski is one of the younger
priests of the Catholic Church in Northwest
Ohio, and for a man of his age his attainments

and his achievements are exceptional. He re-

cently accomplished the organization of the

new church at Fremont, and has built up a
large congregation there and has both the

church and school in a flourishing condition.

Father Legowski was born in Toledo Octo-

ber 21, 1889. He is a son of Louis and
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Catherine (Rozanski) Legowski, both of whom
were born in Prussian Poland and were of old

Polish stock. The grandfather, Stanislaus

Legowski, spent his life as a Polish farmer.
Louis Legowski and his wife after their mar-
riage came to the United States in 1872, hav-
ing left the old country for religious reasons.

They lived in New York State and in 1874
came to Toledo, where Mr. Legowski acquired
a small farm. He cultivated his land for a

time, subsequently developed it in lots and
sold it for building purposes. He became a

democrat as an American citizen and he died

in 1904. His good wife is still living in

Toledo. Of their eight children five are alive,

and Father Legowski was the sixth in order

of birth.

Father Legowski attended the St. Hedwig
Parochial School in Toledo, and in early life

his career was destined for the i^riesthood. He
continued his education in SB. Cyril and
IMethodius College at Detroit, where he finished

his studies in 1907. He was prepared for the

ministrj^ in St. Mary's Seminary at Balti-

more, ilaryland, where he was graduated in

191 2 and ordained on the first of June of that

year.

His active work as a priest covers a brief

period of five years. He was fir.st connected
with St. Anthony's Parish in Toledo, being
there two years, and for one year had the

church at Marblehead near Sandusky. In
1916 Father Legowski came to Fremont for

the purpose of organizing the new parish, and
the parish is now St. Casimir's Catholic

Church, with a membership of 112 families

and still growing. He also has a parochial
school with fifty pupils.

While perhaps his most important work has
been as an organizer. Father Legowski is a

man of versatile gifts and a broad range of

intellectual activities. At one time he was
editor of the Catholic Courier in Toledo, has
contributed many articles to the Ecclesiastical

Review and has also appeared on the lecture

platform. He is a member of Council No.
591 of the Knights of Columbiis and in poli-

tics is a democrat.

Emily S. Bouton. It is no disparagement
of those classic authors whose works have been
read for a century or more, and will continue
to elevate and uplift humanity for genera-
tions to come, when it is stated that the writ-

ings which have the greatest direct influence

upon modern life and times are the products
of certain live and virile personalities working

through the columns of the newspapers and
periodical press. It is the broad and general
appeal, the constant and almost daily ham-
mering upon the character and intelligence

of men and women who come into contact
with literature only through the daily news-
paper, that constitutes the biggest literary
force and value of today. Thus while the so-

called standard authors may have a loyal fol-

lowing of a few thousand, these other writers
have influenced men and women by tens of

thousands day after day and week after week
for a long period of years.

The City of Toledo takes special pride in

having one of tlirsc \\riters, and one who has
been well ilcsi.^imi.Ml as "a woman of the cen-
tury." Emily S. r.nuton is a name that has
more direct signitiraiice to the thousands who
read the columns of the Toledo Daily Blade
forty years ago than do many names of much
larger political and official distinction since

then. Without a1 tempt iiig to analyze j\Iiss

Bouton's work and the varied extent of her
usefulness in the newspajjcr field, it is appro-
priate to include some facts about her life

and experience in this "Historv of Northwest
Ohio."

Miss Bouton was born at New Canaan,
Connecticut, a daughter of Daniel Webb and
Almina (St. John) Bouton. Through her
father her ancestr.y goes back to a distin-

guished French Huguenot, Nicholas Bouton,
Baron Montague de Xaton, one of whose sons,

Noel, became marshal of France, while an-

other, John, came to the United States and
founded the family in America. There were
Connecticut soldiers of that name who fought
gallantly in the Revolutionaiy war. iliss

Bouton in the maternal line is of English
descent.

While she was still a child her father re-

moved to Sandusky, Ohio, and she was grad-
uated from the [MiMic si-IkioIs there at an
early age. When only fourteen she taught in

a jDrimary school at Sandusky. She was vale-

dictorian of her graduating class in the San-
dusky High School. She then became as-

sistant high school teacher in Milan, Ohio,

later at Tiffin, was in the Toledo High School,

and for two years taught literature in the
Central High School of Chicago. Her health
being impaired, she spent some time in Cali-

fornia in recuperation, and in 1879 returned
to Toledo and became special editorial writer
for the Toledo Blade.
Some years ago, while she was still actively

connected with the Toledo Blade, a critic and
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admirer of Miss Bouton wrote as follows:

"As literary and household editor of the

Blade since 1879 she has, beside endearing
herself to her thousands of feminine readers,

made a mark of distinction as a woman jour-

nalist. Miss Bouton fills many columns of

the Daily and Weekly Blade and her work
beside the several departments over which she

presides includes the writing of special articles

and editorial matter. Her style of diction is

eas.y, pleasing, and to the minds of her femi-

nine readers, especially, seems to convey an
idea of her personality. She is also an author,

having written books on topics pertaining to

the home circle, favorite ones to her, and in

these she has achieved success. In these years

of her journalistic work she has talked week
after week to the same thousands of women

—

has shown them how to live, how to improve
their condition, how to beautify themselves
and their homes, until the relation between
writer and readers has grown to intimate

friendship. To all the precepts with which
her home talks have been replete she has

added practice, and lived on the lines she has

laid out for those who look to her for advice."

Naturally Miss Bouton has been aligned

with those movements which have reflected the

progressive thought and action of modern
women. She has also woi-ked in societies ad-

vocating religious freedom, and was one of

the founders and .supporters of the Industrial

Home for Working Girls at Toledo. In recent

years she has been widely heard as a lecturer

upon literary subjects and their influence

upon great movements for humanity's good.

In the realm of authorship the book which had
the widest circulation and appreciation was
"Health and Beauty" and she is also author
of "Social Etiquette," "Life's Gateways,"
'

' The Life Joyful.
'

' Miss Bouton is a member
of the Toledo Suffrage Society, the Toledo
Woman's Association, the Ohio Newspaper
Association, the Sorosis and the Toledo
Writers' Club, and is an honorary member of
the Educational Club of Toledo, the Woman's
Club of Wauseon and the Emerson Class of

Toledo.

BuBTis H. UrscheLi is treasurer and man-
ager of the Universal Manufacturing Company
of Bowling Green, one of Northwest Ohio's
greatest and most successful industries. He
is also president of the Urschel Drop Forge
Company, an auxiliary corporation with the
Universal Company, both plants being at
Bowling Green.

The Universal Manufacturing Company was
established and incorporated in 1907 with a
capital stock of $200,000. Jacob W. Urschel,

father of Burtis H., is president, Burtis H.
is treasurer and manager, and Clj-de V.
L'rschel is secretary and purchasing agent.

In 1913 the Urschels perfected and patented
a standard universal joint now used in the

manufacture of all trucks, automobiles and
tractors. It is said that these joints are used
by fully 67 per cent of all the higher class

motor propelled vehicles, costing more than
.$1,000 each. With these joints as the prin-

cipal product the company has developed its

industry by remarkable strides in recent years,

and the product is now distributed all over the

United States and foreign countries.

The Urschel Drop Forge Company was or-

ganized to work in conjunction with the Uni-
versal Company. It was organized and incor-

porated in June, 1916, and the principal of-

ficials are the same as of the Universal Com-
pany. The Universal Company are also manu-
facturers of the Standard bolt threading ma-
chines, which are extensively used in railroad

and machine shops all over the countrv. It

has a capital of $100,000.

These two corporations employ about 225
expert workmen, and they have done much to

make Bowling Green an important manufac-
turing center in Northwest Ohio. The busi-

ness is growing daily and the present plants

are taxed to the limit of their capacities.

Jacob W. LTrschel, president of the Uni-
versal Manufacturing Company, was born in

Stark County, Ohio, ]\Iarch 6, 1815, a son of

Daniel and Barbara (Zintsmaster) Urschel,

both of whom were natives of Germany. After
their marriage in the old country they came
to the United States in 1834 and located on
a farm of 160 acres in Stark County. Ohio.

They were honest, hard-working German peo-

ple and their thrift brought them soon into

easv circumstances. Daniel Urschel died there

in "1887 and his wife in 1885. They had
brought with them to America three children,

and seven more were born in Stark County,
Ohio.

Jacob W. Urschel grew up on the old home-
stead in Stark County, and at the age of nine-

teen began learning the tanner's trade. He
gave three 3'ears to his apprenticeship in Stark

County, and then followed his trade in Lucas
County, Ohio, at the Village of Mouclova.

In 1876 he took his family out to Kansas,

where he bought and improved 140 acres of

laud. After selling this he went to Topeka
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and followed the butcher's trade and subse-

quently returned to Lucas County, Ohio. In
that county he farmed sixty acres of land for

six years, but in 1890 sold out and removed to

Wood Count}'. Here he took eighty-three
acres and developed it into a splendid agi-i-

cultural proposition and improved it with
splendid buildings. This farm was located in

Middleton Township.
Subsequently Jacob W. Urschel became in-

terested in the lime and cement industry. By
1895 he and his associates were turning out

80,000 barrels annually and later he acquired
important interests in the Sugar Ridge Stone
and Lime Company, and for many years was
the active and moving spirit in that corpora-

tion. It was from this industry that the pres-

ent large business at Bowling Green was de-

veloped.

On April 4, 1872, Jacob W. Urschel mar-
ried Helen I. Van Fleet, who was born in

Waterville, Ohio, November 10, 1847. Their
first child, Charles, was born July 10, 1874,

and died in infancy. Cora, born February 4,

1876, was formerly a teacher in the Bowling
Green schools. The next in age is Burtis H.
Clyde v., who was born October 20, 1880,

was liberally educated both in literary and
scientific courses and is now secretary of the

Universal Manufacturing Company. Clyde
married Hazel Kontz, who was born in Perrys-
bui-g. Ohio. Jacob W. Urschel and all "his

family are active member of the Presbyterian
Cliureh. Politically they are republicans in

national affairs and prohibitionists in local

polities.

The Urschel family were actively identified

with the Sugar Ridge Stone & Lime Company
from 1890 until 1907. They then organized
in Toledo the Universal Manufacturing Com-
pany, had it incorporated in that city, and
located their plant at Bowling Green as a
result of special inducements held out to them,

by the live commercial men of this city.

Burtis H. Urschel was born at Topeka, Kan-
sas, June 30, 1878, but has spent most of his

life in Wood County, Ohio. He received his

education in this countj', and studied mechani-
cal engineering, and as an engineer in cement
industries traveled widely over the East. For
a time he was connected with the great Edison
plants in the East and also extended his travels

into Canada. After this .iourne.vman experi-

ence he entered business with his father. His
brother Clyde in addition to his public school
advantages studied engineering and mechanics
in Case School of Applied Science of Cleve-

land, Ohio, and is a master mechanic and a

member of the Society of American Engineers.
He also belongs to the Lodge and Chapter of

Masons and the Knights of Pythias.

Burtis H. Urschel was married in Wood
County to Orpha Wolf, daughter of George
and ilatilda Wolf, old time residents of Wood
County. ]\Irs. Urschel was educated at Fos-
toria College and taught school before her
marriage. They have three children : Harold,
Kenneth and Helen. All these children are
in the high school and Harold is now a mem-
ber of the senior class. The family are active

in the Presbyterian Church, Mr. Urschel be-

ing a member of the Session and for several

years has been superintendent of the Sunday
school.

. He was formerly a Sunday school

superintendent of the Rosewood Avenue
Church in Toledo. He helped organize the
Bowling Green Council of the Boy Scouts and
is its president.

D. R. CvNFiELD. M. D. Since beginning
practice in Perrysburg of Wood County Doc-
tor Canfield has well earned the trust and
confidence of a large circle of patrons, and is

]iow accounted one of the ablest physicians in

that part of the state.

He has known the people of Wood County
and they have known him since childliood.

He was born at Scotch Ridge in Wood County,
a son of Lafayette Canfield, who was born
in Hamburg, New York, and came to Milan
in Erie County, Ohio, in 1853 and settled in

Wood County in 1858. He was a carpenter
by trade, but followed farming in Wood
County. Both he and his wife are now de-

ceased. Their children were : Anson, a farmer
at Jerry Cit.v, Ohio ; Allen, a physician at To-
ledo ; John M., principal of the John E. Gunc-
kel School in Toledo; Llewellyn L., superin-

tendent of music in the public schools of Del-

aware, Ohio ; and Julia, a graduate nurse of

the Buffalo General Hospital and now a resi-

dent of Perrysburg.
The youngest in the family, Doctor D. R.

Canfield, attended the common schools until

he was sixteen. Later he took a course of

five months in the Northern Indiana Normal
School at Valparaiso. He had only $89 to

pay his expenses at that school and at the end
of five months had to return for lack of fur-

ther funds. He soon took a teacher's exami-
nation and was granted a license, and
thereafter for ten years gave his best ener-

gies to the instruction of the young people
of this section of Ohio. His last place was
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as principal of the high school at Whitehoiise

in Lucas County.
In the meantime he took up the study of

medicine and while iu the Toledo Medical

College spent his summers teaching music in

order to defray his expenses. He graduated

M. D. in 1907 and on January 1, 1908, opened

his office in Perrysburg, where he has since

built up a good general practice. He is a

member of the Wood County JMedical Society

and the Ohio State jMedical Society.

Doctor Canfield served two terms as cor-

oner of Wood County He is a republican, a

member of the ]\Iethodist Church, and is affili-

ated with the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows. He and his wife are the parents of

six children. Doctor Canfield has always been

much interested in general literature and his-

tory, especially local history, and has written

a mimber of articles on historical and other

subjects. He has also written some fiction,

though as a writer is not so well known iu

that field as on historical themes.

Arthur A. Cunningham is one of Tiffin's

wealthiest and most influential citizens,

though he began life practically at the bot-

tom of the ladder and has climbed by his

own exertions and intelligence.

He represents an old and honored name of

Seneca County. He was born at Tiffin Jan-

uary 26. 1857, a son of George W. and ]\Iaiy

A. "(Keller) Cunningham. The Cunningliams

have been idi'iitilinl with the milling indus-

try for several uviifi-iitiinis. Ilis grandfather

was a native of the faiuuus Shenandoah Val-

ley of Virginia, and both the grandfather

and gi-eat-grandfather had mills there. There

is a large farm of 652 acres in the fertile

region of the Shenandoah Valley still owned
by the Cunningham family and which has

never been out of the family name since the

deed was given by the old colonial governor,

Lord Fairfax. Mr. Cunningham's maternal
grandfather, Levi Keller, was a native of Lan-
caster, Pennsylvania, moved fi'om there to

Lancaster, Ohio, and finally to Seneca County,

where he located on a farm. For a time he

served as sheriff of Seneca County.
George W. Cunningham was bom in the

Shenandoah Valley of Virginia June 23, 1823,

and took up the miller's trade under his fa-

ther. In 1843 he located in Seneca County
and about 1859 he built the first mill at Tif-

fin, known as the Clifton Mill. That mill
continued grinding flour and other grain un-
til it was washed away bv flood in 1913.

George W. Cunningham continued the opera-

tion of this plant until 1877, when he became
involved in a business failure which seriously

affected the fortunes of himself and of his

family. Arthur A. Cunningham was just

twenty years of age at that time and his fa-

ther's faihire made it necessary for him to

start his career practically without capital

and dependent upoii his own exertions.

George W. Cunningham M-as a widely known
and influential citizen of Seneca County,

where he died May 18, 1893. He was mar-
ried in 1855 to Miss Mary Keller, who was
born in Seneca Coiuity in 1821 and died May
8, 1911. There were four children : Arthur
A. ; ]Mrs. Ella M. Myers, widow of E. B. Myers,

who died in 1910; Frank, who was born in

1862 and is now a resident of Chicago; and
Courtney, bom in March, 1864, and secretary

of the Sneath-Cunningham Company. The
mother of these children was a member of the

Episcopal Church. George W. Cunningham
was a democrat in politics and served on the

school board and in other city offices.

Arthur A. Cunningham graduated from the

Tiffin High School in 1873 and then entered

his father's mill. In 1878 he became associ-

ated vnth. Col. S. H. Hunt of Upper Sandusky
in the grain business. In 1884 Colonel Hunt
retired and Mr. Cunningham conducted the

business alone until 1890. In 1891 he and
R. D. Sneath fonned a firm under the name
Sneath & Cunningham and broadened their op-

erations as grain merchants. In 1905 the

Sneath-Cunningham Company was incorpo-

rated with a capital stock of $200,000. At
that time they took in a number of their old

employes. The firm of Sneath-Cunningham
Company has grown rapidly and is now one

of the largest grain and feed houses in Ohio,

owning and operating about fifty elevators in

different parts of the state. IMr. Cunningham
is president of the company, Ralph D. Sneath
is vice president and treasurer, and Court-

ney Cunningham is secretary.

Mr. Cunningham is also president of the

Tiffin Telephone Company and of the Citi-

zens Building & Loan Company, is vice presi-

dent of the Tiffin Savings Bank, a director of

the Commercial National Bank and his asso-

ciation with any business entei-prise is re-

garded as one of its strongest a-ssets. He is

a member of the Cemetery Board, of the Tif-

fin Chamber of Commerce, and has attained

the thirt.y-third honorary degi'ee in Scottish

Rite Masonry. He is independent in polities.

"Sir. Cunningham has long been identified with
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Masonry, and attained the thirty-second de-

gree in 18S8. He was given the supreme thir-

ty-third degi'ee in 1910. His membership is

in Tiffin Lodge, No. 77, Ancient Free and
Accepted ilasons ; De Molay Commaudery,
No. 9, Knights Templar; Zenobia Temple of

tlie :\Iystii- Shrine at Toledo.

On July 7, ISSl, he married Miss Minnie B.
Holt. ilrs. Cunningham was born at Tiffin

August 22, 1856, and she and her husband
were graduates in the same class from the
Tiffin High School'. Her parents were Wil-
liam and Belle (Flenner) Holt. IMrs. Cun-
ningham is an active member of the Trinity
Episcopal Church.

Barton Smith. For over forty years Bar-
ton Smitli has practiced law witli success and
honor in 'i'lilcdn. In Masonry he has con-
stantly ivnrhcl out into l,i'<ia<ici' tichls until

he is to(_lay the most eminent ^lason in Amer-
ica, if not in the world. This great and
ancient order has deemed it fitting to bestow
upon him the highest offices and greatest dis-

tinctions within its power—all of which have
been most worthily bestowed.
He was born on a farm at Channahon in

Will County. Illinois. .Tune 2, 1852, the oldest

in a family of ti-ii children. His father was a
progressive, public s|iirited farmer and stock

dealer and did in Will County in 1894. His
mother, a native of Indiaii.i. went to live in

Will County in 18:J2, and at the time of her
deatli was the oldest continuous resident of

that Illinois county.

Barton Smith graduated in the literary de-

partment of the I'lnversity of ]*licliigan in

1872. After a year spent on his father's farm
he returned to Ann Arbor and. finished the

course of the law school in 1875. It was upon
the advice of the late Judge Cooley, one of

America's greatest lawyers and jurists and a
former instructor in the University of ]^Iichi-

gan, that Barton Smith came to Toledo in the

year of his graduation. Here he formed a

partnership with Frederick L. Geddes, which
lasted until July. 1881. 'He then became a

member of the firm Baker, Smith & Baker.
This partnership continued until the death of

its senior member. William Baker, one of

Toledo's oldest lawyers, in November, 1894,
following which ihc tiile was Smith & Baker,
the yoitnger nionlici' being Rufus H. Baker.
A few years ago Erwin R. Effler and ^Maurice
Allen were admitted to the firm. The title

of this important legal combination is now
Smith, Baker, Effler & Allen. It is today the

oldest law firm in the City of Toledo, having
been in continuous existence for thirty-six

years. The offices are in the building known
as the Smith & Baker Building.
From the verj' beginning of his professional

career ilr. Smith displayed unusual ability as

a lawyer and a business man. A prominent
attorney analyzed his qualities as follows:
"He possesses the clearest and most analytical

mind of any man of his auc ihat 1 liave met.
He is great in the solution of intiacate legal

questions, involving philosophical study. He
has a peculiarly logical mind and is a great
student of the authorities. He is ver^- popu-
lar and successful. He is an. intense man,
earnest, self-sacrificing in his duties; thor-

ough, woi-king out every detail and examin-
ing every authority, even at the sacrifice of
his health. He is very stroni;' IicI'oit a jury,

a fascinating speaker

—

logical, ilcar. jiointed

and impressive, always courteous towai-d op-

posing cotinsel. He is a man of spotless char-

acter. I know no man who is his sujicrior in

personal integrity and none who has a higher
sense of professional honor." .More than this

it wouM ]» ,lifliculf to add, though friends

also ai>precia!e his many sided nature. Mr.
Smith is a connoisscui' of painting and archi-

tecture, and I hose who know him best know
him as a most lovable character.

In his long and active career as a lawyer
ilr. Smith has lieen connected \\ith much im-
portant litigation. He has been coitnsel for
largi' cor|ioi'ations, including the business of
the Connecticut ilutual Insurance Company,
the .Milliurn Wagon Company, the Toledo
Blade Company and the Sun Company. As
a matter of history it should not be forgotten

that he was counsel for the city in the City
Pipe Line litigation, a prolonged case in

which he was .successful. Another important
public service was in sustaining the validity

of the legi.slation under which the present
splendid filtration plant which Toledo now
enjo.vs was coirsfi-ucfed. Also when the eon-

.soliciation of stivct i-ail\va\s hec-an in Toledo,
]Mr. Smith was iMicaucl as attorne.v. The im-
portance of this litigation was enhanced by
the fact that it involved real legal pioneering
in Ohio. The verv best legal talent was em-
ployed on both sides. Mr. Smith continued
to direct the legal affairs of the street railway
interests for thirty-two years, carrying it

through a number of changes and consolida-

tions until the present comprehensive system
was evolved. His conduct of these legal mat-
ters won for him the respect and admiration
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of both court and bar. He can well point with

pride to his accomplishments in that work.
Public aifaii's have always received from

him an active interest. He has been a digni-

fied and influential member of the councils

of the democratic party and was a delegate

to the National Convention at Chicago in

1896, where he opposed bimetallism. But he
never held public ofiice, except a single term
as member of the Board of Education.

More than a word is demanded in consider-

ation of his Masonic career. Mr. Smith was
initiated in the Masonic order in 1876. He
at once began the study of Masonry and was
soon appointed to a minor office. Since then

he has never been without an official place in

the order and today holds the highest Masonic
office in the United States, and there is none
higher in the world. There is hardly a ques-

tion that he is the best posted man on Masonic
law in America. When the contest was on
between the Masonic bodies and the spurious
branch known as Cerneauism, which had be-

come very strong and was rapidly increasing,

]\Ir. Smith was employed to conduct the liti-

gation and was the constant adviser of the

Grand Master and the real master spirit in

the contest both in the Grand Lodge and in

the courts. In both places victory was com-
plete.

The thirty-third degree was conferred upon
him in 1887. In 1894 he was an active mem-
ber of the Supreme Council. In 1896 he was
at the same time Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge and Grand Commander of the Grand
Commandery of Ohio. Both offices were ad-

ministered with conspicuous ability and suc-

cess.

In 1907 he was delegate to the Conference
of the Supreme Councils of the World in

Brussels, and was vice president of this con-

ference held at Washington three years later.

Later he was deputy for Ohio from January,
1906, until appointed Puissant Grand Lieu-
tenant Commander in 1909. In September,
1910, he succeeded to the highest office, that

,
of Most Puissant Sovereign Grand Com-
mander, and has continued in that dignity
ever since. A high Mason has described Mr.
Smith as "The most eminent Masonic states-

man and the greatest Masonic executive of his

time." Very appropi'iately, a Masonic lodge
in Toledo has been named the Barton Smith
Lodge.

This brief article may properly conclude
with reference to his family life. On Christ-
mas Day, 1877, Mr. Smith 'married Miss Mav

Searles of Illinois. Two children were born,

Clifford Charles and JMildred. The son grad-

uated from the Toledo High School in 1897
and then entered the University of Michigan.
June 6, 1899, near the close of his freshman
year, he was accidentally drowned. Thus died

at the age of twenty years a bright and prom-
ising young man. The daughter graduated at

the Smead Seminary in Toledo. She has
traveled much abroad and is now the wife of

Maurice Allen, one of Mr. Smith's law part-

ners.

Rev. E. Gerpex, pastor of the Lutheran
Church at Gibsouburg, Ohio, has devoted his

life to the Lutheran ministry and to educa-
tional affairs. He entered the ministry nearly
forty yeans ago and his work has been in dif-

ferent states, though largely in Ohio.

Rev. Mr. Gerfen was born in Prussia, Ger-
many, May 1, 1853. His gi-eat-grandfather,

Louis Gerfen, was a French Huguenot who
on account of religious troubles moved to Ger-
many and reared his family there. Rev. Mr.
Gerfen is a son of Christ and Caroline (Bran-
denburg) Gerfen, both natives of Prussia.

The parents came to the United States in 1870,

locating in Illinois. They left Germany be-

cause of war conditions. Christ Gerfen was
a machinist, followed his trade for a number
of years in Germany, and was connected with
the construction of one of the large bridges

over the Rhine River near the City of Cologne.

He was quite a successful man. After coming
to America he became a democrat in politics.

He and his family were always loyal to the

Lutheran faith. There were four children

:

Fred, who resigned a Prussian commission,

came to America in early life, enlisted and
served in the Tenth Missouri Infantry during
the Civil war, fighting under General Sigel,

and later under General Grant. He was se-

verely wounded at the battle of Shiloh. After
the war he was elected a justice of the peace
in Southern Illinois, and lived a retired life.

He was a stanch repiiblican in politics. The
second child, Mirfnie, died in St. Louis.

Louisa, a widow, is now living at Nashville,

Illinois.

The fourth and youngest of the family is

Rev. Mr. Gerfen. He attended the conunon
schools and gymnasium in Germany, and after

coming to America was educated in Concordia
College at Springfield, Illinois, and at Capital
University in Columbus, Ohio. He was gradu-

• ated in 1879 and soon afterwards was or-

dained a minister in the Lutheran Church.
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His first charge was at Lebanon, Ohio, where
he remained eight years, and during that
time was professor of languages in the noted
Holbrook Normal School. He afterwards was
in charge of churches at Trenton, Ohio,
Union City, Indiana, and for three years was
president of a school at Bonham, Texas. From
there he accepted a call at WoodviUe, Ohio, as

president of the Normal School. In 1904
Reverend G erfen came to Gibsouburg, and
for thirteen years has been the beloved pastor
of Zion Lutheran Church. His work as a
minister has been administrative and con-

structive, and he is also well Imown as an
author, particularly of religious works.
Among his books are "Baptizein and Eucha-
rist," now in the second edition; translation

of ''Count Struense's;" author of "Die
Deutsche Schule, " a grammar for the study
of German; and an "Essay on Conscience."
Reverend Gerfen is a republican iu politics.

He was married in 1880 to Miss Minnie
Hebbler, of Lebanon, Ohio. They are the
parents of a family of niue children; five sons
and four daughters : Victor, who for the past
ten years has been secretary of the Young
Men's Christian Association of Cleveland,

Ohio, and has also been in charge of the educa-
tional department of the association; Emil, a
Lutheran minister, now pastor of a church
near Bucyrus, Ohio; Morris, a druggist at

Sandusky, Ohio, who married Lillian Lear,

daughter of the mayor of Sandusky; Arthur,
connected with the White Automobile Fac-
tory at Cleveland; Walter, at home and at-

tending school; Clara, wife of William Sil-

scott of Prairie Depot, Ohio; Edna, Hulda
and Elizabeth, all at home. The children

were well educated in the public schools and
the boys attended college.

Charles Rieck manages and owns the

oldest and largest business as interior dec-

orators in Hancock County. His establish-

ment is located at 522 South Main Street in

the City of Findlay. Mr. Rieck is an expert

in his line and was a capable workman for

many years before he settled in business for

himself. He now looks after his large estab-

lisliment and directs a force of men who are

almost constantly busy all over Hancock
County.
Mr. Rieck was boiii in Mecklenburg

Schwerin in North Prussia, Germany, a son

of Carl and Elise (Mueller) Rieck. Mr. Rieck

was seventeen years of age when he set out for

America alone. He attended the common

schools of Germany up to the eighth grade,
but left school at the customary age of four-
teen and served a three year apprenticeship
with his brother to learn the decorating busi-

Thus he was qualified as a master workman
wlien he came to this country and going to
Chicago he was soon put on the force of a
decorating contractor, and spent niue years
there, almost all the time with one concern.
He was a good workman, and he also had an
ambition for a business of his own and there-
fore thrifty of his earnings. In 18S9 he came
to Findlay and established a store on South
Cory Street. That was his location one year
following which he had his place of business
at 111 South Main Street for six years. In
tlie meantime he bought the decorating busi-
ness of Jolin Freer at 522 South Main Street,
and conducted both shops imtil he consoli-
dated tliem in 1900. He carries a complete
.stock of all the materials and supplies used
in interior decorating, and maintains a force
of six or seven men who handle the business.
His success has been accomplished by hard
work, and at the same time he has made him-
self a factor in the progressive movements of
the City of Findlay.

Mr. Rieck was married in 1899 to Miss
Flora M. Watt, daughter of John and Euphe-
mia (Hennessy) Watt of Findlay. They liave

three children : Edna, aged twenty-three, liv-

ing at Marion, Ohio; Anna, twenty-two years
of age; and Carl, aged twenty-one, still at
home.
Mr. Rieck is independent in politics. From

1912 to 1916 inclusive he served as treasurer
of the Findlay Business Men's Association.

He is also a stockholder in the Majestic Build-
ing Company. Frateimally he takes much
interest in his lodge work with the Independ-
ent Order of Odd Fellows and the Knights
of Pythias.

John W. Whitker. Of the many thousands
who act as mediums for the sale of merchan-
dise, only a comparatively few are true and
real merchants. The real merchant is not
merely a profit taker. For the price he asks
for his goods he renders a service based upon
careful judgment, careful buying and a
thorough study of conditions and qualities.

In this class belongs John W. Whitker of
Bowling Green. Mr. Wliitker is a furniture
dealer. He possesses a remarkable knowledge
of furniture from the manufacturing proc-
esses to its final uses in homes of taste and
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comfort. He has studied furniture since he

was a young man. He is an expert judge of

quality and that makes him a splendid medium
through which the customer can secure re-

liable goods from reliable makers. Mr.
Whitker has conducted his business with a

thorough knowledge of costs and this knowl-

edge has enabled him, especially in these later

years of high cost of living, to give exceptional

service to his patrons.

His store at Bowling Green is stocked with

some of the best makes of furniture, house-

hold goods of different kinds, and carpets,

rugs and other equipment. He represents the

Taylor and other leading furniture manufac-

turers. Since he was fourlccn years of age

Mr. Whitker has had experieuee in the furni-

ture business. He keeps in his store only mer-

chandise that he can personally guarantee and
has always made it his rule to handle goods

at one price for all and to stand behind every

article that goes out of his store.

He has been in business at Bowling Green,

at 157-159 North Main Street, since 1904.

In that time he has built up a business all

over Wood County through his individual ef-

forts and by his able business policies. He
has a modern store. Some years ago he threw
both stores into one and has decorated his

establishment so as to furnish appropriate sur-

roundings for the fine class of goods he car-

ries. His main store room is now 50 by 100

feet and he also has another room 25 by 40

feet and a wareroom 20 by 30 feet.

Mr. Whitker was born at Weston in Wood
County forty-seven years ago, a son of John
H. and Elizabeth (Matzinger) Whitker. His
father was born in Wood County of Hanover
German ancestors, the family having come to

Wood County in early days and having im-

proved a farm in Troy Township. John H.
Whitker was married in Toledo and his wife

was a native of Switzerland. About five years

ago John H. Whitker retired to Weston and is

still living at the age of seventy-four.

John W. Whitker was educated at Weston
and for four years worked in a hardware store

in that village. He then went to Toledo and
was employed with W. L. Milners, later with
Draper & Nugent, with Stewart Brothers, and
with Mathew Bartlett. He then went to Co-
lumbus, Ohio. During the number of years
he was employed by Jlr. Mathew Bartlett, of

Toledo, a well known dealer in furniture and
a connoisseur on all subjects connected with
the furniture trade, Mr. Whitker made use of
every opportunity to gain a knowledge of the

furniture business. He entered his employ
twenty-two years ago and was connected with
Mr. Bartlett about eight years.

JMr. Whitker was married in Toledo to Miss
Clara Rudolph. She was born in that city

and reared and educated there. She has been
associated with Mr. Whitker not only in the
task of building up a home but in the business.

They have two daughters: Ruth, now twenty-
one, graduated from the Bowling Green High
School in 1915 and is now a student in ]Miami
University, Oxford, Ohio. Lucile, aged six-

teen, is now a student in the Bowling Green
High School. The family are members of the
First Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green.
Their home is in the same lot with the church
edifice. Mr. Whitker is affiliated ^^-ith the
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and
in politics is a democrat.

Homer 0. Dorset has served continuously
as probate judge of Hancock County since

February, 1909. In that time he has per-

formed an immense volume of work that is

of vital value to the community. He not only
has ' those many cases involving wills and
chancery matters which require the utmost
human discernment and conscientious care in

adjustment, but in his jurisdiction is also the
working of the Juvenile Court. Judge Dor-
sey has exercised his judicial functions on
numberless occasions on behalf of the hapless
children of the county and is keenly interested

in every phase of the corrective movement ap-
plied to juvenile delinquency.

Judge Dorsey was born on a farm in Allen
Township of Hancock County, January 27,

1879. He is one of the nine children of

Wallace and Lois (Nelson) Dorsey. The fam-
ily is of Scotch-Irish stock, and the Dorseys
include some ancestors who were Revolution-

ary soldiers. Judge Dor.sey's father was a

farmer and tile manufacturer.
His early education was obtained in coun-

trj' schools and as time and opportunity
offered he attended the Ohio Northern Uni-

versity at Ada, taking the teacher's course.

In the meantime in summer seasons he helped

his father on the farm and worked around
the tile factory. At the age of nineteen he

began teaching and taught four years in the

coimtry districts of Allen Township, Hancock
County, one year in Portage Township, and
for two years was superintendent of the

schools at Arlington, Ohio. In September,

1903, Judge Dorsey removed to Findlay and
began work as a pumper and in other capaci-
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ties in the oil fields. In April, 1904, he was
appointed deputy clerk of the Probate Court
under Probate Judge Banker, and as clerk

he familiarized himself with tlie many duties

and respoiisiliilities of the office to which he

was himself elected as ,iu(li;v in 1908, taking

office in the fulldw ini;' l-'eln-uary. He was
elected on tin' dciiii>eratie ticket and received

1,700 majority over Charles V. Bish, the op-

position candidate. He was re-elected in 1912

over A. G. Fuller, and was chosen for his

third term in 1:)1G against Ross J. Wetlierald.

Judge Ddisey Ikis always been a democ-vat.

He is affiliated' with the Benevolent and i'ru-

tective Onler of Elks, the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias, and
he and his family are mendiers of Howard
ilethodist Episcopal Church. His career has

been successful and he has found his op-

portunity in life without special favor and
by dependence entirely upon his individual

efforts and industry.

Judge Dorsey was married to Harriet E.

Dunla]). daughter of George and Anna Dnn-
lap. Theii- threi' children are; Lowell Dale,

born Sepfiuber :'.0, 1900; Dorothy Dare, born

Mav '20, 1903; and Anna Lucile, born Octo-

ber 13, 1905.

George D. Copeland began the practice of

law at Marion thirty-five years ago, and
through his profession has gained a reputa-

tion now largely extended ovef tlic state. He
was born at aiarimi I >reeiiilier 11. 1S60, a son

of Howard and Katheriiii' i Darlington) Cope-

land. His grandfather, Jusiah S. Copeland.

was a native of ilassaehusetts, went from
there to Baltimore, ^laryland, and was fore-

man in the Ellicott mills at Hllicott City,

Maryland. About 1826 he went in Zaiiesville,

Ohio, and there engaged in the .inhhing busi-

ness. He was an early settler in j\Iarion

County, where he conducted a farm and stone

quarry. He was a soldier in the War of 1812.

His death occurred in 1870. The maternal

grandfather, Carey A. Darlington, was born

in Adams County, Ohio, was a farmer in this

state, and subsequently went to Montana,
where he was identified with mining for a

time but found a more profitable business in

farming in that northwestern country.

Howard Copeland was born at Zanesville,

Ohio, May 13, 1828, and died December 1.

1884. His wife was born at Newark, Ohio,

in March, 1830, and died August 22, 1893.

They were married in Marion November 11,

18.52. Howard Copeland was for a number

of years a dry goods merchant at .Marion, and
was a fairly well to do nmn. He was a re-

publican and his wife was a member of the

Pi'esbyterian Church. Of their five children
only two are now living. Arthur P., a banker
at Riieliester, Indiana, and (;e()rge D.

(ieiir-v I). Copeland secuivd his early edu-
cation in the Cnion schools at Clarion and on
June 2, 1882, graduated from the Cincinnati
Law School. He has been in practice at

Marion ever since his adnussion to the bar.

He has been (|nile ;ielive in repnlilican poli-

tics and AVas a lieie.uale to the Xallolial Coll^

vention of bs!Ml whid ininate.l William
McKinley. lie is vie pivsi.lent of the Ma-
rion County Bank, direct of and treasurer of

the Osgood Company, director and attorney
for the Home Building, Savings and Loan
Company and is the owner of considerable

real estate and farm property. For lifteen

years Mr. Copeland was a trustee of the State

Hospital at Massillon.

He is one of the most prominent ilasons of

Ohio, having attained the tliirty-third and
s-upreme degree in the Scottish Rite. He has

filled all the chairs of the lodge, chapter and
Knight Templar Commandery, and is past

grand master and past most illustrious Lirand

master of the State of Ohio. He and his fam-
ily are active members of the First Presby-
terian Church of Marion.

'Mr. Copeland married June 5, 1889, Miss
Katherine Bartram. She was born at Marion,
daughter of Samuel H. Bartram, an attorney.

Mr. and Mrs. Copeland have one daughter,
Alice, wife of John Damon Guthery, a farmer.

George C. Dean began his work in the

world as a telegraph o|)eralor. followed that

profession for a ininilier of years, and linally

located at Gibsoulmrg, where he has hcen hest

known as a banker. He was formerly cashier

and is now a vice president of the Home Bank-
ing Company. Mr. Dean gives practically

all his time and attention to the work of the

bank, and deserves a considerable .share in

the credit for the making and upbuilding of

this splendid institution.

The Home Banking Company has a paid
in capital of $25,000, and the stoekholdei's

have joint liability as security for deposits
amounting to .l^lOOlOOO. Thus both safety and
strength are liberally safeguarded. The total

resources of the Home Banking ('om]iany ac-

cording to a recent statement were nearlv
!|;500,000. Over $450,000 represent the de-
posits. The bank pays 4 per cent on savings
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deposits. The ofBeers are : J. A. Nieset, presi-

dent; J. P. Slierrard and George C. Dean,
vice presidents; and 0. H. Paul, cashier. The
officers and directors are among the leading

local citizens of Gibsonburg.

Mr. Dean was born at Rollersville in Madi-
son Township of Sandu.sky County January
28, 1868. He is a son of John E. and Parin-

tha (Cook) Dean. His grandfather, John
Dean, was bom at Assonet, Massachusetts,

and late in life came to Ohio, where lie lived

retired until his death. He was a ship car-

penter by trade and had served in the War
of 1812. The Dean family had its original

seat in England and from there came to

Massachusetts in colonial times. Mr. Dean's
maternal grandfather was George D. Cook, a

farmer in Columbiana County, Ohio, who sub-

sequently removed to Sandusky County and
spent his last years in that section.

John E. Dean was born at Assonet, Massa-
chusetts, in 1825 and died in 1907. His wife

was born in Columbiana County, Ohio, in

1830, and died in 1912. They were married

at Prairie Depot, Ohio. John E. Dean came
to Ohio in 1846 and was a merchant tailor

and for some time was engaged in the woolen
mill industiy at Ballville with his brother

Phillip C. Dean. He then removed to Rollers-

ville, where he followed his trade as a tailor

and also engaged in fal-ming. For a number
of years he held the office of assessor of Madi-
son Township, and during the Civil war he

had charge of the local draft for soldiers.

He was a republican and a member of the

Congregational Chvirch and of the Knights of

Honor. He and liis wife had three children:

Mrs. Ella DeCoster, of Summit, New Jersey;

Mary D. Miller, of Rollersville, Ohio; and
'George C.

George C. Dean spent his early life chiefly

on his father's farm. He attended grammar
and high school at Prairie Depot, and when a
young man leanied the busiues.s of telegrapher

and was an operator for about sixteen years.

He was assigned to different places and part

of the time was in the city passenger office at

Buffalo. For five years he was connected with

the Standard Oil Company, being with that

company at Gibsonburg. He finally resigned

his position with the Standard Oil Company
and entered the Home Banking Company as

its cashier. A few years ago he was elected

vice president and has always handled a large

share of the responsibilities of the business.

Mr. Dean was married in 1902 to Lone
Ladd, daughter of Amos T. Ladd, a farmer of

Madison Township, Sandusky County. They
had one child, John L., now in school. Mrs.
Dean died in 1914. Mr. Dean is affiliated

with the Masonic Lodge and the Knight Tem-
plar Commandery and Mystic Shrine. Politi-

cally he is a republican.

Ch.vrles H. Daum has played the part of
a worthy and useful citizen in Henry County
where he was born and reared, and owns and
occupies a very attractive farm in section 36,

Union School District, Liberty Township.
He represents an old family of this section
of Northwest Ohio, and the sturdy traits of
his ancestors have been transmitted through
him to his own children, and the family is

worthy of consideration in any publication
relating to the citizens of llenrj^ Countj'.
His birth occurred in Pleasant Township of

Henry Count}^ July 15, 1861. His grand-
parents, George and Margaret Daum, were
born in France, in 1798, and they were born
on the same daj', at the same hour and in the
same town. Early in the '40s they came to
the United States. They made the voyage on
an old-fashioned sailing vessel, and after
coming to Ohio located east of New Bavaria
in Pleasant Township of Henry County.
There they lived out their useful lives and
died when cjuite old. Both were members of
the Lutheran Church. Of their two children,

their daughter Catherine, now deceased, mar-
ried Christian Deckrosch of Defiance, and
they spent their lives near Ayresville, being
survived bj' Kate, Maggie, Louise, Elizabeth,
Sadie, Charles, Christian, Peter, all of whom
are living but Peter and all married.

George Daum, Jr., father of Charles H.
Daum, was born in France January 12, 1834,
and was a child when brought to America.
He died at his home in Liberty Township,
December 8, 1912, aged seventy-eight years
ten months, twenty-six days. As a young
man he learned the trade of tinsmith, and by
working at that laid the foundation for his

modest fortune, though afterwards for

man.y years he was identified with agricul-

ture. He was a soldier in the American Civil

war. Enlisting from Henry County, October
1, 1862, he became a private in Company D
of the One Hundred and Twenty-fourth 6hi»
Volunteer Infantrv, and by meritorious serv-

ice won promotion as first lieutenant and was
finally brevetted captain. He was in much
of the fighting in the South, was at Chicka-

mauga and during the Atlanta campaign
]iarticipated in the battles of Kenesaw Monn-
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taiu aud Peachtree Creek, and later in the
great battle of Nashville was severely
woimded in the leg. He was mustered out
and given an honorable discharge as one of

the gallant soldiers of the Union in 1865.

After this creditable military career, he
played an equally distinguished part in the
civic affairs of Henry County. He lived on
his farm in Pleasant Township until January
1, 1872, and then moved to Napoleon. He
had been elected sheriff of Henry County
and for eight years filled that office, he then
served as deputy under Daniel Spangler, his

successor in the office of sheriif . For several

years he devoted his time to his duties as

receiver of the Vocke estate. For six j-ears

he served as county commissioner, and was
also a justice of the peace of Pleasant Town-
ship. He was a very popular and widely
knoM'U democrat in his section and was a
member of the Lutheran Church. George
Daum married in Defiance County, ifiss Lu-
cinda Frederick, who was born in Pennsyl-
vania of Pennsylvania parents, who early
settled in the City of Defiance. Her father
was a tinner by occupation. Lucinda Danui
died in November, 1866, when in 1lic iirinu'

of life. She left the followin- •hildivn:

Adelia, Avife of George Herthneck nt' Ildlt^ate,

and the mother of one son and three daugh-
ters, all of whom are living and married;
Susan, who died in September, 1898, mar-
ried Henry Van Carsen, a plumber of Toledo

;

Edward who died in July, 1911, leaving a son
Roscoe, who is married and living in Chi-

cago ; Charles H. ; aud William F., who lives

on a farm in Liberty Township and by his

marriage to Rosa Meek has two daughters
and two sons. In the fall of 1871 at Napo-
leon, Ohio, George Daum, Jr., married Miss
Rachel Spieth, who was born at Liverpool,

Ohio, and came with her parents to Henry
County. She was a good wife and mother,
both to her own children and to her step-

children, and her death occurred in Liberty
Township, February 13, 1915, when sixty-six

years of age. She had five children : Hattie,

wife of S. A. Palmer, of Liberty Township,
who has reared a number of sons and daugh-
ters ; Frank A., who has been county sur-

veyor and is now deputy surveyor and by his

marriage to Miss Bessie Whiteman has one
son ; Beryl, wife of George Kessler of Napo-
leon ; and Catherine and Lela, both of whom
died young.

Charles H. Daum finished his education in

the Napoleon public schools. As a yoiing

man he learned the trade of butcher, subse-
quently gave that up ia favor of farming,
his father having bought a farm of 140 acres
near Napoleon, Ohio. His scene of operations
has been in Liberty Township and in that
locality he has owned three different farms,
and has left each one of them in a much
higher state of improvement than it was
when he took possession. His present home is

in section 36, Union School District, Liberty
Township and measures up to the best farm
estates of the county in the way of improve-
ments and general cultivation and manage-
ment.

Charles H. Daum married a school mate.
Miss Pauline Scherer, November 10, 1884, at

Maumee, Ohio. Theo. W. Brake, pastor
of the Methodist Episcopal Church officiat-

ing. Mrs. Daum was born in Napoleon,
March 22, 1862, and received her education
in that city, being a member of the high
school. Her father, William Scherer, was a

cooper by trade, was bom in. Baden, Ger-
majij-, and her mother, Mrs. Anna (Meyer)
Scherer, was born in Switzerland and on
coming to America settled at Maumee. Mrs.
Scherer died November 8, 1900. Mr. Schere^"

came from Germany to avoid military serv-

ice, aud is still living at Maumee at the age
of eighty-one years. He and his wife (de-

ceased) were members of the Dutch Re-
formed Church and later attended the Ger-
man Lutheran Church.
Mr. and Mrs. Daum have two sons, Charles

Irvin, who was born September 6, 1885,

graduated from Liberty Center High School
in 1905, and attended Davis Business College
of Toledo, and has been a successful teacher
for eleven years. He married a schoolmate.
Miss Iva Fay Hahn, August 3, 1910. She
graduated in the same year and from the

same class as her husband. They have a
daughter, Doris Lucile, born August 3, 1911.

Mr. Daum was principal of Liberty Center
High School and later superintendent of the

same schools, a position he held for two
years. He was a successful teacher and also

a superintendent of the Methodist Episcopal
Sunday School. Mr. Daum resigned as

teacher in Liberty Center schools in April,

1917, to take up his new duties ilay 1, 1917,

as mail-carrier, Rural Route 3 out of Hamler,
Henry County, Ohio, where he and his family
are now making their home. George Wil-
liam Daum, the second son, was born October
31, 1898, graduated from Liberty Center
High School May 25, 1917. He is secretary
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of the Sunday school of the Reformed Church
of Liberty Center, his mother is a teacher in

the same scliool.

For the most part the family have been
members of the Reformed Church. Mr.

Charles H. Daum has accepted many oppor-

timities to serve his community, was a trus-

tee of his home township six years, has been
a member of the rural school board ten

years and for three years was president of

Liberty Center Village Schools Board. He is

a democrat, a member of the Sons of Veter-

ans, and lias been particularly active in

the Knights of Pythias, having been deputy
of the order at Lil)iTt\- Center, having filled

all the chairs in liis Itn-nl lodge, is a past chan-

cellor commander and for the past twenty
years has been master of finance.

On April 25, 1917, Mr. Daum was duly
appointed to the office of township food and
crop commissionci' by (iovcrmir James Cox
and Secretary of State William D. Nulton,

authorizing and cnipdwi'ring liim to execute

and discharge, all and singular, the duties

appertaining to said office, and to enjoy all

the privileges and immunities thereof during
the war.

Rezin AVells Shawh.vn was one of the first

merchants of Tiffin and in the course of a
long and active business career acquired not

only a fortune in that city but used his means
liberally and for the welfare and upbuilding
of the entire community. His is one of the

names that Anil live longest and receive the

highest tributes of memoi-y in that commu-
nity.

He was born in Berkeley County, Virginia,

October 19, 1811, a son of Frederick Shaw-
han. His father was a soldier in the Revolu-
tionary war, going into service at the age of

sixteen. He spent the dreadful winter with
Washington's troops at Valley Forge and
also followed his great leader through the ice

of the Delaware River on the Christmas Eve
before tlie battle of Trenton. This Revolu-
tionary soldier came to Ohio in 1833.

Rezin W. Shawhan acquired an education
in Virginia. He was a man of liberal tastes

and a great student and aceumvdated a fine

library. He was the first president of the
public library at Tiffin and was always in-

terested in institutions of culture as well as
business.

He chose to begin life at the bottom of the
ladder. Declining his father's proffered as-

sistance lie undertook to carve his own destiny.

He was the youngest of eleven children. Be-
giniug business at Tiffin, he first had a small
stock of diy goods and gradually developed
a large store and then entered the warehouse
and grain business. He was one of the lead-

ing grain merchants of Northwest Ohio many
years, and through that accumulated a for-

tune, so that he was rated as practically the

owner of three-quarters of a million when
the possession of that amount of money meant
an enormous fortune. A lai-ge part of this

wealth he spent in developing railroad com-
munications for Tiffin and in many other

enterprises of local benefit. He was one of the

founders of what is now the Tiffin National
Bank and for more than forty years was a
well known banker. He was a member of the

school board, a republican in politics and was
active in the Presbyterian Church. One time
he was proprietor of the original Shawhan
Hotel at Tiffin. After his death Mrs. Shaw-
han replaced the old hotel with the present

modern Shawhan Hotel, one of the finest

appointed hostelries in Northwest Oliio. It is

a splendid monument to both her and her hus-

band, and a credit to the entire city.

R. W. Shawhan died June 6, 1887. He
had married in 1881 Delia Watson, who is still

living at Tiffin. She was born in Pennsyl-

vania, daughter of James L. and Margaret
(Foster) Watson. The parents were also na-

tives of Pennsylvaiiia and her father in early

life was a farmer and afterwards a dry goods
merchant in Tiffin. He retired a number of

years before his death and w^as living in To-

ledo when he died.

Eight years after the death of Mr. Shaw-
han Mrs. Shawhan married William Harris
Laird, of Winona, Minnesota. .Mr. Laird was
born in Union County, Pennsylvania, Febi-u-

ary 24, 1833, a son of Robert Hayes and Maria
(Nevius) Laird. His father was of Scotch-

Irish and his mother of Holland Dutch de-

scent. William H. Laird was educated at

Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, and in 1855 went

West to the Territory of Minnesota. Thei-e

he entered the retail lumber business, becom-

ing a member of the firm of Laird Brothers

at Winona and later of the firm of Laird-Nor-

ton Company, which firm still exists. He
became one of the foremost lumbermen of the

Northwest and acquired a fortune in that

industry. He was recognized as one of the

foremost citizens of Winona. 'Sir. Laird ac-

quired a large fortime in business and besides

lumbering he was a banker and had a large
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number of business interests. His death oc-

curred at Winona Februarj^ 4, 1910.
Mrs. Laird continued to live in Winona

for 31,4 .years after her husband's death and
then returned to Tiffin. She built one of the
finest homes in Northwest Ohio at Tiffin and
is now spending her later days with everj'

comfort. She has, erected a number of resi-

dences at Tiffin, is interested in the Tiffin

National Bank, and busies herself with many
interests in this city. Mr. Laird was a very-

prominent church man and for over forty

years was deacon in the First Congregational
Church at Winona. He also gave liberally

to the extension of the Young Men's Christian

Association, and was president of the board of

trustees of Carleton College at Northfield,

Minnesota, twenty-one years. Mrs. Laird
was the donor of the fine Science Hall (Delia

S. Laird) to Pleidelberg College at Tiffin.

For years she has taken a deep interest in the

young people who are receiving their educa-
tion in Heidelberg.

William T. Jones of Marion has made a .

wonderful success as a real estate operator and
developer. He is not a real estate broker,

handling only his own property. Local citi-

zens credit him with building more houses and
selling more city property than any other

dealer in the city. For the^past two years he
has built on the avei-age a house every week.

His business is flourishing, and his success is

the more noteworthy because when he came to

Marion he was practically at the bottom of the

ladder so far as financial resources were con-

cerned.

i\Ir. Jones was born in Delaware County,
Ohio, July 11, 1871, a son of Martin aiid

ilartha A. (Crawford) Jones, tlis grand-
father Thomas Jones was a native of Pennsyl-
vania and was a pioneer farmer in Delaware
County, Ohio, where he spent his active years.

"He was of Welsh descent. The maternal
grandfather William P. Crawford was also

a native of Pennsylvania and an early settler

in Ohio. He was a cousin of that famous
Colonel Crawford who led one of the early

expeditions into Noi'thwestern Ohio and met
a tragic end by being burned at tlie stake by
the Indians. Martin and Martha Jones were
both natives of Ohio. The father was born in

1846 and died in 1907. The mother was born
in 1843 and is still living, making her home
among her sons. Martin Jones was married in

Delaware County and spent his active career
as a farmer. He was a democrat in polities.

was a fairly successful and well to do man,
was affiliated with the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows and a member of the United
Brethren Church. The three sons are William
T., Charles R., on a farm in Delaware County,
and Edwin L., who lives on the old homestead.
William T. Jones had a country school edu-

cation in Delaware County and also took a
business course in the college at Delaware. He
spent the first twenty years of his life on
a farm, learned telegraphy and for four years
was emploj^ed as an operator by the Big Four
Railway. In 1894 he entered the life insur-
ance business in Delaware County as local

agent for the John Hancock Company. After
one year in Delaware County he came to Ma-
rion in 1895, and here he continued both life

and fire insurance for twelve years. In 1905
he began handling real estate on a small scale,

and since then his operations have been widely
and rapidly extended as already noted. He
still liaiidlcs some insurance and still has the
agciii y for ihi' -Inhn Hancock Company, which'
lie has represented for twenty-three years.

In 1904 Mr. Jones married Flora R. Rhodes,
who was born in Moultrie County, Illinois.

They have two children, Mildred B. born in

1900, and Paul Martin, born in 1907. The
family are members of the Methodist Episco-
pal Church. Mr. Jones is a Scottish Rite Ma-
son. Politically he is a republican and has
served as a member of the Civil Service Com-
mission since it was organized.

Maurice Leahy, M. D. In point of contin-
uous service Doctor Leahy is one of the oldest
members of the medical profession in Seneca
County. He began practice at Tiffin almost
forty years ago. His professional success has
been in proportion to the yeai's of well qual-
ified service he has rendered and his career has
been a source of benefit to individuals and the
community such as could scarcely be over
estimated.

Doctor Leahy is a native of Ireland, born in

County Kerry, not fai' fi'om tlie famous Lakes
of Kiliarney, nii :\lai-eh 14, 1855. " He is a son
of Thomas and Ellen (Ilartuett) Leahy. His
parents immigrated to America a few years
after his birth and in 1861 located on a farm
south of Tiffin, where they spent the rest of
their days. They were the parents of eleven
children, nine of whom are still living, as fol-

lows: John W., an attorney of Cleveland,
Ohio ; Dr. Maurice, of this biographical
sketch ; James F., a banker of Detroit, Michi-
gan

;
Maiy A., of Cleveland, Ohio ; Margaret,
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of Cleveland; Richard P., of Chicago, Illi-

nois; Thomas J., of Tiffin. Ohio, a dealer and

shipper of horses ; Rev. Michael D., of Cleve-

land, pastor of St. James Parish; Jeremiah

E.. M. D., of Chicago, Illinois; William and
Julia, both of whom died in infancy.

On the farm near Tiffin Doctor Leahy spent

a large part of his boyhood, attended the local

schools, also Heidelberg University at Tiffin,

Ohio, and taught school several terms. He
then entered the medical department of Woo-
ster University at Cleveland, where he was
first graduated in 1878. He subsequently

finished the course and received the diploma in

1883 from the Bellevue Hospital iledical Col-

lege of New York City, and in 1898 he again

interrupted his private practice for post-grad-

uate courses in the Post Graduate College of

New York City.

Doctor Leahy opened his office and began
practice at Tiffin in July, 1878. He is a mem-
ber of the American Medical Association, the

Ohio State Medical Society and the Seneca

County Medical Society, and has contributed

to their work and out of his experience has

been able to furnish advice and counsel to

many younger members of the profession.

Doctor Leahy married Enna McFarland, of

Tiffin, a daughter of the late Dr. John A. Mc-
Farland, a well known physician of Seneca

County, who practiced in Tiffin and vicinity

upwards of fifty years. Three children were
born to Doctor and Mrs. Leahy, and two are

now living. John A. died at the age of nine-

teen. JIauriee Leahy, Jr., is a graduate of

the Northwestern University Lledical School

at Chicago and practiced in that city, but at

present is a member of the Medical Reserve

Corps, United States Army. He married
Eileen Yallelly, and they have one daughter,

^Maureen B. Paul James, the younger son, is

a graduate of the Medical Department of

Northwestern University, and is in practice

with his father. He married Olive Garrett,

of Cleveland, and they have one son, Paul J.,

Jr. The family are all active members of St.

Mary's Catholic Church at Tiffin.

Edward Payson Breckentsidge. Coming
to Toledo in 1878, Mr. Breckeuridge has been
almost continuously identified with this city

as a factor of growing influence in its business

and indufitrial prosperity.

He was born near Monroeville in Huron
County, Ohio, July 23, 1841, a son of Myron
and Almira (Morton) Breckeuridge. Both
his parents represented old colonial stock and

they themselves were both natives of Vermont,
the father of Charlotte and the mother at

Middlebury. Myron Breckeuridge and wife
were pioneers of Northern Ohio, having come
to this state in a covered wagon in the year
1836. They located on the farm in Huron
County where Edward P. was born. Myron
Breckeuridge was not only a farmer but also

a local preacher in the Methodist Episcopal
Church, frequently filled the pulpit, and led

a most exemplary daily life. He lived to be

ninety-two, and his wife to ninety-five. Ed-
ward Payson Breckeuridge grew up in a rural

district, and such training as was not supplied

by the country schools was given him during
one term at Plymouth and one tei-m in the

academy at Milan, Ohio. For a time he es-

sayed the role of a country school teacher, fol-

lowing that profession four years. He then
clerked in Hillsdale, Michigan, spent two
years in the oil regions of Pennsylvania and
in 1866 entered business for himself at Rich-

mond, Indiana, as a hardware merchant.
Later he followed the same business at Gales-

• burg, Illinois, and from there came to Toledo

in 1878. Save for a brief interval Toledo has

been his home for forty years.

At Toledo Mr. Breckeuridge became a can

manufacturer, establishing the E. P. Breckeu-

ridge Company for that purpose. He was
active in that line almost twenty-five years

and built up a very large and important in-

dustry. In 1901 the E. P. Breckeuridge Com-
pany was one of the manj- conspicuous com-
panies that consolidated under the incorpora-

tion of the American Can Company, which
Mr. Breckeuridge himself helped to organize.

He then went to New York as general mana-
ger of the manufacturing department of the

corporation, and at one time had 120 plants

scattered all over the United States under his

control.

Retuniing to Toledo in 1903, Mr. Breckeu-

ridge has since been busy looking after his

numerous investments in manufacturing and
other concerns. He is a director and was for

many years president of the Toledo Machine

and Tool Company; director of the Toledo

Metal Wheel Company, the Consolidated

Manufacturing Company of Toledo, and is

vice president of the Colburn Machine and

Tool Company of F>ranklin, Pennsylvania.

In recent years Mr. Breckeuridge has ac-

quired some extensive interests in the Isle of

Pines, where he and his wife have spent many
winters. While there he has developed a
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grape fruit grove and owns a beautiful home
on that tropical island.

The political record of Mr. Breckenridge
can be easily written. He has alwaj's been a
republican, having cast his first vote for Lin-
coln and having supported every presidential

candidate since that time. He is a member of

the Toledo Country Club, and has long been
prominent in the Methodist Episcopal Church,
which he joined in 1S61. For almost forty

yeai-s he has been a member of the ofQcial

board of St. Paul's Llethodist Episcopal
Church at Toledo, and has taken a deep in-

terest in every phase of its welfare.

On September 12, 1867, in East Toledo,

3Ir. Breckenridge married Miss Clara War-
ren, daughter of George W. Warren. Both
her father and one of her brothers were sol-

diers in the Civil war. ]\Ir. and Mrs. Breck-

enridge have three children. Harry W. is

treasurer of the Colbui-n Machine and Tool

Company at Franklin, Pennsylvania ; he mar-
ried Nellie Mowry of Fremont, Ohio, and
they are the parents of five children. One
son, Donald E. B., is now with the American
army in France. The second child, Edith B.,

is the wife of Joseph B. Fisk, Jr. Mr. and
Mrs. Fisk live in Havana, Cuba, where Mr.
Fisk is in business. ]Maude, the youngest

child, married Henry B. ]Monges, who for

many years has been a professor in the Uui-

vei-sity of California, their home being in

Berkeley.

On September 12, 1917, the Breckenridge

home at Toledo celebrated with quiet dignity

the golden wedding anniversary of Mr. and
Mrs. Breckenridge. All their children and
several of their grandchildren were present,

and still more notable is the fact that five

guests who had been at the wedding fifty

years before were also on hand to congratulate

the honored couple.

A. H. MiLLEE was for many years a rail-

road man, and finally acquired a permanent
bu.siness of his own as a coal and general sup-

ply merchant at Gibsonburg, whicli city has

been his home for over thirty-six years. He
began railroading soon after he left school and
followed that line of work for twenty-five

years. In 1896 he entered the coal business at

Gibsonburg and has developed a business with
extensive facilities for the handling of coal,

cement and general builders' supplies.

ilr. Miller was born in Bettsville. Seneca
County. Ohio, November 1, 1856, a son of

John A. and Mai-y (Pence) Miller. John A.
Miller was born in New York State in 1822,

son of John Miller, who followed farming in

New York State. He came to Ohio in 1852
and for many years was in the mercantile

business and also a traveling salesman. He
died in 1866. He was married in Putnam
County to Miss Pence, who was born in that

county in 1836, daughter of Henry Pence,

also a native of the same county. Jlrs. John
A. Jliller died in 1896. She and her husband
were active members of the Methodist Episco-

pal Church and in politics he was a republi-

can. He was a man of unusual education and
had taught school for a number of years.

They had three children: A. H. and A. J.,

twins, and Siddie, wife of F. A. Abbott, of

Tiffin, Ohio, a retired farmer.
Mr. A. H. Miller was married in 1887 to

Edlie Fernburg. Mrs. Miller was born in

Pennsylvania, a daughter of Edward Fern-
burg, who followed the milling business and
died in Ohio. Mrs. ililler died May 5, 1911,

and surviving her are two daughters : Bertha
F., who finished her education in DePauw
University at Greencastle, Indiana, and Leah,

who wa-s educated in the Gibsonburg schools

and with a four year course in the Woman's
College at Oxforcl, Ohio. Mrs. Miller was an
active member of the Lutheran Church. Mr.
Miller is a republican and is a Knight Tem-
plar Mason.

W. B. Van Note, M. D. Lima is the home
of one of the ablest specialists in diseases of

the eye, ear, nose and throat in the State of

Ohio. Dr. Van Note has been in practice

more than twenty years and has well earned
the reputation which follows him not only in

his home community but wherever excep-

tional skill in his specialty is kno-mi and ap-

preciated.

Dr. Van Note first became interested in

diseases of the eye not so much from the

pathological standpoint as through the tech-

nical or mechanical operation of adapting
lenses to defective eyes. He practiced as an
optician for several years, took up the study
of medicine in the meantime, and finally went
abroad to study under some of the most emi-

nent of the world's surgeons in this special

line.

Dr. Van Note is a native of Ohio, having
been born at Lebanon in Warren County in

1867. He is of old American stock, probably
of Holland Dutch ancestry. His greatTgi*and-
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father Jacob Van Note was an American

soldier in the Revolutionary struggle. He
died in Monmouth Count}% New Jersey, as a

result of wounds received while fighting for

independence. The father of Dr. Van Note

was W. H. Van Note. Dr. Van Note attended

sehoof in Lebanon, one year in the Lima High
School, and his first business experience was

as clerk in a jewelry store. With a view to

qualifying himself for practice as an opti-

cian he entered the Chicago Ophthalmic Col-

lege, where he was graduated in 1888. He
practiced this profession for a time in con-

nection with the jewelry business. In 1891

he began the study of medicine at Lima under

Dr. Brooks, and in 1892 entered the medical

department of the University of Southern

California at Los Angeles. To support him-

self while a medical student he opened an

ofiBce as optician at San Diego. In 1893 he

returned to Lima and soon entered the Medi-

cal College of Ohio at Cincinnati, where he

took the full medical course and was gradu-

ated M. D. in April, 1895.

While Dr. Van Note is a fully qualified

general physician and has kept himself well

informed on the general subject of medicine,

he has practically from the Hi-st concentrated

his time and attentimi upun the lines in which

he is a specialist. After graduating from the

Medical College in Ohio he went abroad and
in May, 1895, became a student in the medical

department of the Friedrich Wilhelm Uni-

versity at Berlin. While there he became a

member of the Berlin Anglo-American Med-
ical Society. In 1896 he transferred his res-

idence to London, and for a time was junior

assistant in the Royal London Ophthalmic

Hospital. It was his good fortune while

abroad to be accepted as a student under the

eminent Professor Hayek of Vienna. Pro-

fessor Hayek has for years ranked second to

none among the world's authorities oij dis-

eases of the nose and throat. In 1914 Dr. Van
Note again returned to Vienna and pursued
a second course for three months under
Dr. Hayek. His earlier residence abroad con-

tinued for over a year. During that time

he visited the clinics in nearly all the great

medical eentei-s of Europe and studied vari-

ous phases of diseases in Italy, France and
Switzerland.

With such unusual equipment and prelim-

inary experience, it is not surprising, con-

sidering Dr. Van Note's talents that he has
long ranked as a leader in his specialty. He

has served as consulting oculist to the Lima
Hospital and to the United States Pension

Bureau, has been lecturer on the eye at the

Lima Training School for Nurses, is consult-

ing oculist to the State Blind Institution,

and is councilor for ten counties in Ohio for

the Ohio State Medical Society. Much of

Dr. Van Note's work is familiar to physicians

and surgeons throughout America. Recently

he performed a charity operation which ranks

as one of the greatest achievements of recent

times. The case was that of a little blind

girl, and as a result of the operation per-

formed by Dr. Van Note she was given sight,

though she had been blind from birth, and
she now sees as well as anyone.

Dr. Van Note is a member of the Allen

County and the State Jledical societies, the

American iledical Association, is a Fellow

in the American Academy of Ophthalmology
and Oto-Laryngology. Every winter he

spends at Miami. Florida, and while in the

South he practices for the benefit of the many
patients who come to him there. Dr. Van
Note is an active member of the Lima Club
and he and his wife are members of the Epis-

copal Church, in which he is a vestryman.

They have perhaps the most beautiful home in

Lima at the corner of Ohio and Jamison
streets. On April 11, 1899, he married Miss

Margaret B. Ellis, who was born in Randolph,

New York. Her father. Col. I. E. Ellis, was
an officer in the Union Army during the Civil

war and was long prominent in militai-y af-

fairs. Dr. Van Note was one of the local cit-

izens who donated Faurot Park to the City

of Lima. He is a member of the Shawnee
Country Club and also belongs to the Masonic

Order and the Knights of Pythias.

J. M. Beckley. The best years of his life,

aside from those given to his military serv-

ice as a soldier of the T'nion, J. M. Beckley

has spent as a merchant at Tiffin. He is one

of that city "s oldest business men and his gro-

cery store has been a center of trade and

a supply point for provisions and staple neces-

sities for upwards of half a century.

I\Ir. Beckley is a sturdy Wuertemberger
German, born in that kingdom December 4,

1843, a son of J. M. and Barbara (Wenner)
Beckley. His father was born in 1813 and
died in 1884. The mother died when J. M.
Beckley was an infant. The father came to

Tiffin in April, 1852, and continued farming

in America as he had in Germany. He bought
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a farm in Hauoock County, but subsequently
sold and bought a place near Fostoria. He
was twice married and had children by each
union. J. ii. licrklt y is the son of his first

wife and his two living- sisters are Barbara
Wendler, living at TilHn, a widow, and Jen-
nie, the widow of Leonard Kisner, of Lancas-
ter. Ohio.

J. M. Becklc> <;icw \ip on his father's farm,
and on Drecmlin- li, 1^(11, at the age of eight-

een, two days iicloir his l)irthday, he enlisted

in Company iJ of the Seventy-second Ohio
Infantry. His service continued three years

and ten months. He was at the battle of

Shiloh, the siege of Corinth, then at Memphis
until October, 1862. and had many trying

experiences during the Yieksburg campaign.
Most of the time he was in Sherman "s anny
in the various battles around thai .Mississi|ipi

stronghold, particularly at Holly Si)riiigs,

Guntown, Champion Hill and other landmarks
of that great and prolonged siege. He was
with Sherman's army in the rear of the city

when it surrendered on the 4th of July, 1863.

In October, 1863, he was furloughed and re-

turned home to Fremont, Ohio, from which
city he had enlisted. After a month he re-

joined the regiment at Germantown, Tennes-
see, and he stood guard during the coldest

night of the winter of 1864. At the end of

liis three years' term of enlistment he re-en-

listed with twenty-seven others and remained
in service until discharged in October, 1865.

He was twice captured but escaped before
lieing put in a Confederate prison. He was
wounded at the battle of Oxford, Missis-

sippi.

With the close of the war Mr. Beckley took

up the harness making trade, and subse-

quently was an employe of a hotel at Fostoria.

In August, 1867, he returned to Tiffin and
became a grocery clerk and subsequently util-

ized his small capital in a business of his

own, which he has continued now for so many
years and with a growing success that makes
him one of the most substantial merchants of

the city.

On October 2, 1870, Mr. Beckley married
Mary Hoos, who was born on a farm near Fort
Seneca, Ohio. The children born to their

marriage are mentioned as follows: Anna,
deceased; Cora, wife of Leon Strickei-, a cloth-

ing merchant at TifSn; Jennie, wife of Eai-1

Nayler, of Tiffin; Lela, wife of Cliarlcs Sprat-

tern, superintendent of the .Xatinnal Macliiiic

Company of Tiffin; Amelia, liviiii;- at Ikhuc;

and Carl, who is employed by his father. The
family give their religious aifiliation partly

to the German Reformed Church and partly
to the Episcopal Church. Mr. Beckley is an
honored member of the Grand Army of the

Republic and in politics has always been a
republican. In his prosperity he has invested

considerably in local real estate and now has
an ample property for all his needs and at

the same time has provided liberally for his

family.

II. H. Newell. The bar of Wyandot
County has one of its ablest members in H. H.
Newell, who has practiced law at Upper San-
dusky for a quarter of a century. Like many
successful lawyers he entered his profession

through the avenue of teaching, from which
occuiDation he derived the means to continue

his preparation for a permanent career.

^Ir. Newell was born in Wyandot County
April 18, 1867, a son of Charles W. and Millie

(Van Horn) Newell. His father was a suc-

cessfvil lawyer and at luie time was ])i-(isrcut-

ing attorney of Caiiull ('(ninty, (tlim. lie

died in 1872. Dnrin- the Civil war lie served

with an Ohio regiment in the Union army.
H. II. Newell ae(|iiii'ed his early education

in the local scIhmiIs, and in 1890 graduated in

the scientific course from the Ohio Northern
University. For ten years he was a success-

ful teacher in Wyandot County, and began
the study of law while still in that vocation.

He subsequently studied two years in the

office of D. D. C'layton at Upper Sandusky,
and in 1892 was ailmitted to the bar at the

age of twenl>-live. II(> ha.s since carried the

increasing res|ii>iisiliiljties of a large general

practice. Ill' was fnniierly quite active in

demoiTatie pdlities, hut in later years has re-

signed politieal partieipation in order to

devote his whole time to the law. He was
elected and served as prosecuting attorney

two terms, from 1907 to 1911.

In 1892 Mr. Newell married Miss Eva C.

Forney, daughter of John and Mary (Kohr)
Forney. They have one daughter, Louise,

bom November 26, 1894, a graduate of the

Upper Sandusky High School .with the class

of 1911 and of Ohio Wesleyan University with

the class of 1915. Mr. Newell is an active

fraternity man and is affiliated with the J\Ia-

sons, the Knights of Pythias, the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows and the Benevolent

and Protective Order of Elks, at Upper San-
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dusky. He attends the First ]\Iethodist Epis-

copal Church.

E. L. Triffit. Prom the classical work of

journalism have been recruited men promi-

nent in all the walks and professions, and
oven the universities are not a better training

ground for real talent than the business of

reporting and handling the actual details of

a newspaper, either " metropolitan or small

town in size and character.

One of the leading editors of Sandusk;v-.

County is E. L. TrifSt, editor and proprietor

of the Derrick of Gibsonburg. But Mr. Trif-

fit 's big part and influence in the world has

been played not only as an editor but as a

lecturer and he has used his voice and pen for

political uplift and the spread of civic ideas

which eventually must leaven the lump of

American political life.

Mr. Triffit wa.s born in Lodi, Medina
County, Ohio, June 26, 1880. He acquired a

liberal education, graduating Bachelor of Arts

from Wooster College in Ohio in 190i. He
subsequently pursued his studies in the West-
ern Reserve Law School, but has never prac-

ticed law, having found newspaper work more
congenial.

Mr. Triffit had his first experience as a

journalist with the Akron Times-Democrat
and subsequently was with the Cleveland

Press. For one year he was advei'tising man-
ager of the Roderick Lean Agricultural Com-
pany at Mansfield and then became adver-

tising manager of Frank B. Wilson's papers

at Kenton, Ohio. In 1908 he removed to Gib-

sonburg, bought the Derrick and has success-

fully managed that influential paper, which
now has a circulation of 1,400.

Soon after he graduated from college Mr.
Triffit took part in a political campaign, and
that was the experience which when developed
made him a regular platform lecturer. He
has been a eon.stant student of affairs, books

and men, and has brought into his lectures a

great variety of his individual experience and
observations and has been able to vitalize the

old as well as introduce much that is new in

the topics he discu.sses. His subjects are

chiefly of civic and political problems. The
lecture in which he has been chiefly heard is

entitled "The Broken Sword," and is an
elaboration of an idea he conceived a number
of years ago as a means to the solution 6f the

obstacles which prevent the free and perfect
working of a democratic foi-m of government.

The essential purpose of his lecture is the

awakening of people to a sense of their own
responsibility in shaping the affairs of their

times, no matter how limited the scope of

their individual activities. Mr. Triffit as a

lecturer has been widely heard and his services

have been much sought after. The principal

field of his lecture work is in the states of

Ohio, Indiana, Michigan and West Virginia.

Politically Mr. Triffit is a democrat and has
done much campaigning in Ohio.

Mr. Triffit is a son of James Merton and
Cyrena (Lewis) Triffit. His paternal grand-

father, Richard Triffit, was born in England
and after coming to Ohio followed farming.

The maternal gi-andfather, Newell Lewis, was
one of the early day circuit riders of the

United Brethren Church in the Ohio Western
Reserve, and his father before him had also

been a minister. James ]\I. Triifit was born
near Akron, Ohio, in 1849 and died March 28,

1913. His wife was born near Lodi, Ohio, in

1850 and is now living at New London, Ohio.

James M. Triffit was for twenty-five years an

able minister of the Congregational Church
and at one time served as chaplain of the

Ohio penitentiary. His death occurred at

Chattanooga. Tennessee, in the course of a

long trip including Cuba and Panama. He
was a republican in politics and was affiliated

with the JIasons and the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows. Mr. E. L. TrifiSt has one

sister, Mrs. A. White of New London, Ohio.

In 1907 E. L. Triffit married Eleanor
Wright, who was born at Perth. Ontario,

Canada. Mr. Triffit is a member of the Phi

Gamma Delta college fraternity.

Budge B. Bower was a well known and suc-

cessful business man of North Baltimore, and
though his life was cut short before his prime
he accomplished those things which it is the

ambition of every worthy man to achieve. He
left an honored name, and one that will long

be spoken with respect in this section of Ohio.

Mr. Bower was born at North Baltimore Oc-

tober 9, 1876, and died at his home in that

city October 26, 1914. His family were sub-

stantial people and early identified with

Wood County. His parents were Samuel JL
and Mary A. (Schaffer) Bower. .His father

was bom in Ohio June 12, 1837, and died Ma>'

30, 1900. His mother was born in this state

August 13, 1847, and died in 1907. They
were married March 11, 1875, in West Mill-

grove.
,
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Samuel M. Bower was a son of Jolm David
and Susanna Bower, both of whom were na-

tives of Germany. The former was born Jan-
uary 24, 1792, and the latter November 28,

1799. After their man-iage they came to

America in 1828, being three months on board
the sailing vessel which broiight them to the

New World. They soon identified themselves

with pioneer localities in Northwest Ohio,

and lived to develop a farm from the wilder-

ness. John D. Bower died July 19, 1864, and
his wife on October 30, 1868. Both were
active members of the Lutheran Church.
Seven sons and five daiighters were born to

them, nine in the old country, one on the boat

while crossing, and two, Samuel M. and his

younger brother, in this country.

Samuel M. Bower after his marriage located

in North Baltimore and became a prominent
and successful business man. He was chiefly

employed as an attoimey at law, also handled
real estate, and later in life had much prop-

erty of his own. He was a leader in improv-
ing land for agricultural purposes, and he

converted several large tracts of waste land
into productive farms. Much of this land

was subsequently developed for oil purposes,

and its value consequently increased. At the

time of his death he owaied six farms not far

from North Baltimore, and throughout his

life he made ample provision for his family

and long stood as one of the leading citizens

of North Baltimore. His wife had much to do
with the Presbj'terian Church, in which she

was an active member. In politics he was a

republican. They had just two children,

Budge B. and Lulu Leota. The latter was
educated in the North Baltimore High School,

took a college course at Cincinnati, and is now
the wife of A. H. Emerson, of Toledo. Mr.
Emerson is secretary of the Samuel Jones

Company of Toledo. Their four sons are

named Eric, Alan, Roger and Richard.

Budge B. Bower grew up in his native city,

attended the high school, and at his father's

death he took over the active management
of the business and can-ied it on with the

same degi'ee of skill which marked his father 's

operations. Hewas in the full tide of a success-

ful business career when he died. In politics

he was an independent republican and was a

popular and esteemed member of the Knights
of Pythias and the Benevolent and Protec-

tive Order of Elks at Findlay.

At Bloomdale, Ohio, in 1909, Mr. Bower
married Miss Grace Hamman. Mrs. Bower,
who still retains her home in North Baltimore,

was born at Hammansburg in Wood County,
a village named for her father. Mrs. Bower
is still a j'oung woman and has spent most
of her life in Wood County. She completed
her education in Toledo. Her parents were
William and Mary (Henning) Hamman. Her
father was bom in Pennsylvania of Penn-
sylvania parents and was quite young when
the family went to Mahoning County, Ohio,
where his parents died. He grew up and
married there for his first wife Rose A. Dust-
man. She was born in Trumbull County,
Ohio, in 1826 of German ancestry. They
were married in 1846 and she died after the
birth of six children. Of these children one
son and one (laughter are still living, are
married and luive families of their own.
William Hamman married for his second

wife in Wood County Mary Henning. She
comes of a true pioneer family of this section

of Ohio. She was born in a log cabin on the
pioneer homestead near North Baltimore in

1840. There she grew up with an environ-

ment of the woods and wilderness, and when
much of the land was still an unreclaimed
swamp. She lived a long and useful life and
died July 18, 1914, at the home of her daugh-
ter, Mrs. Bower, in North Baltimore, at the

age of seventy-four. She had survived her
husband twenty-one years, who died at the

old homestead in Henry Township of Wood
County, leaving his widow with five children.

Of these children four daughters are still liv-

ing, all of them married.
Mrs. Bower's mother was the daughter of

Frederick and Elizabeth Henning. The for-

mer was born in North Germany and the lat-

ter in South Germany, and they met while
on a boat crossing the ocean to America. Im-
mediately after landing they married and
then as bride and groom they journeyed into

the wilderness of Wood County and in Henr>'
Township built a log cabin and cleared up the

land which for so many years was their home-
stead. Frederick Henning was also a black-

smith and he had a shop on his farm, resorted

to by many of the farmers of the community
for the repair of their implements. Frederick
Henning and wife lived to be past eighty
years of age, and were very substantial fac-

tors in their community and devout church
people.

Mrs. Bower is a member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, with which her husband
was also affiliated. Mrs. Bower has one daugh-
ter, Mary, born Api-il 13, 1910. and now in

the public schools at North Baltimore.
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LoREN Peters is one of the very substantial

business men of Findlay, has extensive inter-

ests in farm lands and other real estate, and is

junior partner with Mr. J. G. Kimmell in the

City Roller Mills. The City Roller Mils is one
of the leading industries of Findlay, manufac-
tures a product which is recognized as stan-

dard in quality over a large part of Northwest
Ohio, and the demand for the flours turned
out by the City Roller Mills of Findlay has
been all that the plant could produce.

Mr. Peters is a native of Northwest Ohio
and was born in Henry Township of Wood
County September 9, 1872. His parents were
J. C. and Frances A. (Wilson) Peters. His
father was a man who combined industry with
business judgment in such a degree that he
acquired an immense estate and at his death
owned 1,300 acres of land. He had retired

from farming and his death occurred at Find-
lay. As a boy Loren Peters attended country
schools in Wood County. He went to school

during term times and in the vacations, as his

strength permitted, he found employment for

his rugged health and strength at logging and
ditching. At the age of seventeen he took
entire charge of his father's farm and man-
aged it until he was twenty-seven years of age.

Since then he has been occupied with various
business interests, and in 1911 bought the in-

terest in the City Roller Mills formerly owned
by William Gorrell.

Jlr. Peters' first wife was Amanda Bartz.
dauerhter of John and Slary (Shankle) Bartz
of Wood County. They were married when
Mr. Peters was twenty-one years of age, in

1893. There were two children: Loren Gree,
born in 1894 and died in 1903; and J. Dail,

born in 1896. In 1913 Mr. Peters married Em-
ma MuUenberg, daughter of Fred and Rose
(Riffer) MuUenberg of Portage, Ohio. By this

marriage there is one child, Lotis Emma, born
in 1914.

Mr. Peters is of German ancestry. His
great-grandfather, Ephraim Peters, came from
Germany and was a colonial settler of Amer-
ica. Mr. Peters is affiliated with the Knights
of Pythias and the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks, votes the democratic ticket in
national affairs and gives his support to the
best man in local politics.

Charles S. Baron is manager of the Ohio
Lantern Works of Tiffin. This is one of the
largest industries of the city and was founded
by his father, the late Alfred Lewis Baron.
Besides lanterns the company manufactures

a number of tin plate and aluminum special-

ties.

Mr. Baron was born in Belmont County,
Ohio, May 21, 1873, a son of Alfred Lewis and
Agnes (Tolmie) Baron. He comes of a family
of manufacturers and mechanical artisans.

His grandfather, Thomas G. Baron, spent
most of his life in Belmont County, Ohio,
where he conducted a tin shop and store. His
maternal grandfather, Andrew Tolmie, a na-
tive of Scotland, lived for three years in

Prance and was married at the home of the
French ambassador. From France he went
to Canada, became a manufacturer, and later

removed to Bellaire in Belmont County, Ohio.

He also took up a claim in Kansas, but finally

returned to Ohio and died in this state.

Alfred L. Baron was born at Moundsville
on the Ohio River in West Virginia, then
Virginia, September 10, 1842, and died March
4, 1904. His wife was born in Canada De-
cember 16, 1851, and is still living. They
were married at Bellaire, Ohio. Of their four
children three are living. Elizabeth, the old-

est, is the wife of Howard V. Nicolai, a dry
goods merchant at Tiffin. The second in age
is Charles S. Alice is deceased. Wilhelmina
married John H. Wells, of Port Clinton,

Ohio. Mr. Wells Avas formerly secretary of

the Mathews Boat Company and left that

position to accept an appointment as a lieu-

tenant in the United States Navy. Mrs. Nico-

lai and Mrs. Wells are members of the Chris-

tian Science Ciiurch. Alfred L. Baron was
a Presbyterian and for many years had been
identified with the Masonic order and the

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. He
voted the democratic ticket many years but
finally became a socialist. Practically his

entire career was spent in some phase of man-
ufacturing. He was interested in several dif-

ferent companies, including the Baron
JIanufaeturing Company and the Buckeye
Lantern Company. He removed to Tiffin in

1889 and established the Ohio Lantern Works,
which he conducted until his death. This

company's exclusive output for years was
lanterns, but they now manufacture a num-
ber of specialties stamped out of tinplate and
aluminum. The industry is one requiring the

services of about fifty people.

Charles S. Baron received his earl.y educa-

tion at Bellaire, Findlay and Tiffin, Ohio, and
has always been a keen student of books and
is well read in literature and as well versed

in affairs. He began work with his father

and in 1893 was made seeretarv of the com-
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pany and filled that office until his father's

death, since which time he has been manager.
He gives all his time to the factory, though
so far as possible he identified himself with
every public sj^irited movement for the wel-

fare of the city.

On January 15, 1913, he married Prances
E. Clauss, a native of Tiffin and a daughter of

Benjamin Clauss, who was a farmer. Mrs.

Baron is a member of St. Joseph's Catholic

Church, while Mr. Baron is an Episcopalian.

He is a Knight Templar I\Iason and a mem-
ber of the Benevolent and Protective Order of

Elks and in politics is inclined to the socialist

party.

George H. V.\n Fleet, managing editor of

the Marion Star and vice president of the

Harding Publi-shing Company, was born at

Marion, Ohio, April 20, 1864. His wife is

Carrie P. Van Fleet.

A. P. Johnson, now liv:

sonburg after a long and
sawmill man and farnici',

with the upbuilding and
community, where he has

etired at Gib-

'e I'areer as a

iiiucli to do
iding of that

d since 1872.

Mr. Johnson had the distinction of erecting

the third house in Gibsonburg. One morning
he arose at 3 :.30 o'clock, cut the logs, sawed
them, and had the bmiM' Imilt and he had
moved into it all in tin' same day.

Mr. Johnson was l)orH in Holmes County,
Ohio. Decemlicr 11, 1S4S, and bis litV has

]ieen one in wliich tlie value of dctcriiiiiiatidn

and energy has cduiitcd moi-e than any privi-

leges and oi)]iui'tuiiilii's conferred from the

outside. He aciiuircd his education almost

entirety from study cai-ried on in the inter-

vals of hard worlv. Ili' is a son of Prelate and
Phoebe (CntltT> -lohiison. His father was
born in Connecticut in 1808, was married in

that state, and coming to Ohio he followed tlie

trade of carpenter until his death at the age
of fifty-five. His widow after his, death re-

turned east with her children and lived in the

home of her father. Jonathan Cutler, in

Ma.ssachusetts until her death at the age of

fifty-four. Jonathan Cutler, who was born
in 1786, was a silversmith by trade and fol-

lowed that occupation at Brimfield, ]\tassa-

chusetts, until liis deatli at the age of eighty-

five. I'rrlatc -Tohnson was a member of the

Baptist Church, was a Henry Clay whig, and
an equally strong supporter of Abi-aliam Lin-

coln. Of the family of eight cliildrcr. three

sons and five daughters. A. P. Johnson is the

only surviving son. His only living sister is

Martha, wife of J. B. Tice. They live in

Michigan, where Mr. Tice is a farmer, thresh-

erman and contractor.

When A. P. Johnson was fifteen years of

age he went to Massai-hnsotts with his wid-
owed mother. Eighteen iiKintlis later he re-

turned to Ohio, lie atleinled school very
little, and reached the age of eighteen before
he was able to read and write. His book
learning was acquired by the purchase of

books and other material and study in the

intervals of hard work. After returning to

Ohio he worked tlii-ee nidiiths on a farm in

Madison Township of Sandusky County, and
then began his career as a sawmiller, which
he followed most of his active career. He
also became superintendent of the Zorn and
Horni)ig Company's heading and stave mill.

Mr. Johnson now owns twenty acres of

good land within tlie eorporate limits of Gib-
sonburg, and is letireil exee|)1 for managing
this place and ]iei-fiiniiing xai'ious duties for

the county, such as supervising roads and
bridges.

On April 17, 1870, Mr. Johnson married
Mi.ss Elizabeth Tice, wlio Avas born in Penn-
sylvania April 24, is.'i:;. and died at Gibson-
latrg March 13, IDl.'i. .Mrs. Johnson's father,

A. il. Tice, was born in i'einisylvania in 1821

and in 1844 inariie,! Catheiine Noggle, who
was born in l'~22. Thex ieiiio\'ed to Ohio in

18.53, locating ni Sandusky County, which was
their home until 1884, when they went to

Michigan. Mrs. Tice died in that state in

1888 and he then returned to Gibsonburg and
died in 1890. He was survived by nine chil-

dren, twenty-three grandchildren, and one
great-grandchild. A. H. Tice had served

eighteen years as a .iustice of the peace and
was an active member of the ludependent
Order of Odd Fellows.

i\Ir. Johnson is the father of four children.

The oldest. Effie, born Aprd 15, 1871, has

one child by her first marriage to Lester J.

Hoblis of Tole.l,,. and sin- is now the wife of

Oliver Yonnt of ( ;il.soidini'g. Horatio, the

second child, was born June 21, 1878, and is

proprietor of a restaurant and bakery in

Gibsonburg. He married at Bluffton, Ohio,

Nettie Howser and their three children are

Willa, Ralph and Romaine. Delbert, the

third child, was boni October 21, 1876, and is

a iiiotorman in Toledo. He married Hattie
Ovei-niyer, a native of Sandu.skv County, and
of the eiglit children born to their union the

seven still living are named : Kenneth,
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Herschel, Dale, Gladys, Richard, Iva Rose and
Ruby Rebecca. Vema, the youngest of Mr.
Johnson's cliildren, was born June 12, 1888,

and is now the wife of Earl Reinick of Gib-

sonburg. They have one son, Le Roy.
In politics Mr. Johnson has always been a

stanch democrat. In 1893 he was a candidate

for county commissioner but in that year the

entire county ticket except the coroner was
defeated. In 1887 he was elected a justice of

the peace and filled the office six consecutive

years. In Gibsonburg he has filled all the

town and township offices, including school

trustee, ju.stice of the peace, mayor and has

been justice of the peace here for twenty-

eight years. He is affiliated with the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows and the

Knights of Pythias and has filled the various

chairs in both orders.

Joseph Ris Tracy, who died at Toledo in

February, 1905, at the advanced age of eighty-

five, was one of the later pioneers of Wood
County, and his name and career are espe-

cially identified with this section of Northwest
Ohio.

He was born September 21, 1820, at

Smyrna, New York. His parents Thomas Rix
Tracy and Lydia Bell Tracy were married
February 20, 1817. His father was born at

Lenox, Massachusetts, moved from there to

Central New York and in 1837 followed the

rush toward Northwest Ohio, which was then
just opening up and beginning development,
and located in the newly established town of

Bowling Green, "Wood County. His death oc-

curred there December 31, 1841. His wife,

Lydia Bell Tracy, died at Bowling Green Oc-
tober 28, 18.55.

Joseph Rix Tracy was seventeen years of

age when the death of his mother left him an
orphan. He had to content himself with a
common school education. The schools both of

New York and Ohio of that time were very
primitive, and the extent of their curriculum
was usually the three R's. He was one of the
men who secured a real education in spite of

such early limitations. He always read exten-

sively books of history and biography and be-

came unusually well grounded in important
historic facts.

His life in a business way was devoted to

farming. He acquired a competence in that
occupation, and was actively identified with
the county until 1881, when he retired and
moved to Toledo, where he spent the last

twenty-four years of his life.

From the date of his removal from New
York State to Bowling Green in 1837 until his

retirement and removal to Toledo in 1881 he
was a continuous resident of Wood Cotinty,

active in political, church and all public mat-
ters, was wise in his counsel, fearless in main-
taining the right, and his practical wisdom
and judgment were much sought and highly
prized by the pioneers of his community. He
saw Wood County develop from a swamp into

one of the richest counties of Northwest Ohio.

He was an effectual leader in everything per-

taining to its material and its ethical upbuild-
ing. IMany local offices were thrust upon him,
he was a member of the school board, and a jus-

tice of the peace. Such offices do not indicate

points in progress to material prosperity but
were merely opportunities for unremunerated
service to the public and evidences of the con-

fidences reposed in him by his fellow citizens.

In mattei's of politics he was a republican and
was a sincere and active member of the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church from early manhood
until his death. All his children followed his

example in that particular.

A very complete account of his ancestry is

found in the Tracy genealogy compiled by
Mattie Liston GLriswold and published in 1900.

From the data found in that work it is evi-

denced that the late Mr. Tracy inherited many
of the splendid qualities that marked his

career.

On September 23, 1843, he married Hanna
Salina Burdick. Her people were pioneers of

Central New York State, where many of the

descendants still remain. Joseph R. Tracy
and wife had five children. Philinda P., the

oldest, born February 13, 1845, married
Charles F. Chapman, who died in 1914. Dr.
James L. Tracy, second in age, was born Sep-
tember 1, 1850, and is a well known practicing

physician of Toledo. Mareena Rix Tracy,

born October 26, 1854, is living in Toledo.

Thomas H. Tracy, born July 13, 1859, is head
of the la^ firm of Tracy, Chapman & Welles.

Joseph B. Newton Tracy, the youngest child,

was born [May 28, 1864, and died in infancy.

IMiss Matme Kehler is a highly efficient

business woman of Bowling Green. Through
her own resourcefulness she has built up a

large business in Wood County as an ab-

stractor and in real estate and loans, and has

brought to this the thorough and exact knowl-

edge acquired bylong experience and thorough

study.

Miss Kehler established her present business
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in 1912. Her offices are in the Reed & Merry
Block on North Main Street. The scope of her
operations is confined to Wood County. For
eight years prior to taking np business for her-

self Miss Kehler was deputy county recorder
imder S. W. Bowman, now mayor of Bowling
Green, and also under F. P. Clark, a retired

resident of North Baltimore, Ohio. While in

the recorder's office she learned all phases of

abstract work and was special assistant to Mr.
Bowman when he compiled a thorough index
and set of abstracts for the entire County
of Wood. Miss Kehler took a great interest

and delight in this work, and from it acquired
the experience which has proved invaluable

to her in her present line. She is a hard
worker, and the prosperity that has attended
her efforts has been well merited.

Miss Kehler is still a j'oung woman, about
thirty years of age, and was born in Toledo.

She was a child when her parents, Jacob and
Mary J. (Egley) Kehler, came to Bowling
Green. Both her parents were born in North-
west Ohio, her father about sixty years ago, her
mother being several years younger. Her fa-

ther is of German and Swiss parentage and her
mother of German stock. Their respective

families were early settlers in Northwestern
Ohio. Grandfather Kehler was an early day
farmer, while Miss Kehler 's maternal grand-
father was a cabinet-maker and in tlie early

days made the coffins required by the commu-
nity. Both the Kehlers and Egleys were
members of the Lutheran Church. Miss Keh-
ler's father was onlj' a child when his father

died and he early became dependent vipon his

o^vu efforts.

Her parents were married in Toledo and her
father became a custom shoemaker and also

worked in a shoe factory where machinery was
employed. He subsequently conducted a shoe

store and shoe making shop at Tiffin and at

Elmore, and from there removed to Bowling
Green, where he still conducts a shop of his

own. Miss Kehler 's parents still live at Bowl-
ing Green and her mother and the children

are all members of the Methodist Chiirch. Her
father was one of the early members of Toledo
Lodge of Independent Order of Odd Fellows,

and belongs to the Woodmen of the World at

Bowling Green. Politically he is an indepen-
dent democrat.

Miss Kehler has a brother, Henry A. Kehler,
who after getting a good education entered
banking and is now cashier of one of tlie lead-

ing banks of Los Angeles, California. Pie mar-
ried Maude Meyers, of Delaware, Ohio, and

has a son, Henry A., Jr. Her sister Laura is

a graduate of the Bowling Green High School
and of a business college in Toledo, was a cler-

ical worker several years and is now the wife
of Gerald Q. Farwell, a successful dentist
practicing at Los Angeles.

Miss Kehler was graduated from the Bowl-
ing Green High School in 1902 and in 1903
finished a course in the Metropolitan Business
College at Toledo. She is an active member of
the Methodist Episcopal Church.

John P. Locke. No name in the history of
Northwest Ohio journalism stands quite so

high as that of Locke. While one branch of

the family produced the late David Ross
Locke, whose writings under the name "Petro-
leum V. Nasby" were a tremendous influence

in preserving the integritj' of the Union dur-
ing the stormy times of secession, and who
was the founder and for many years publisher
of the Toledo Blade, still carried on by his

son, Robinson Locke, another branch of the
family has for practically half a century been
identified with .journalism in Seneca Countv
at Tiffin. The Daily Tribune and Herald and
the Weekly Tribune of Tiffin have for many
years been published by 0. T. Locke & Son.
The late 0. T. Locke was a brother of David
R. Locke of Toledo and his son, John P. Locke,
who now has the active management and con-
trol of the newspapers at Tiffin, is a cousin of
Robinson Locke of the Toledo Blade.
The late Otis T. Locke, who died at Tiffin

October 1, 1916, 'was born in Lisle, Broome
County, New York, February 27, 1842. His
great-gi-andfather served as a colonel in the

British Army in colonial times. His grand-
father, John L. Locke, was a member of the

historic "Boston Tea Party" of December,
1773, and was subsequently fighting in the

Continental line in the struggle for independ-
ence. Nathanial Reed Locke, father of Otis

T., was born in Vermont, lived in that state as

a soldier in the War of 1812 and subsequently
settled in Cortland County, New York. He
was a tanner and shoemaker by trade and also

followed farming. In 1882 he came to Ohio,

where he died in Toledo. He lived to be nine-

ty-seven. His wife's maiden name was Taft.

Otis T. Locke was reared in his native state,

had a common school education, and at the age

of eighteen came to Ohio and served an ap-
prenticeship at the printer's trade in the office

of the Bucyrus Journal at Bucyrus. The pub-
lisher of this paper at that time was his

brother, David R. Locke. Later David R.
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Locke purchased the Findlay Jeffersonian and
during his publication of this paper (1861 to

1863) wrote the famous Nasby letters. In

1863 Otis T. Locke formed a partnership with

his brother, Charles N. Locke, and they bought
the Findlay Jeffersonian at Findlay in Han-
cock County. This paper was published un-

der their control until 1868, when in company
with the late William G. Blymer they bought
the Tiffin Tribune. With that old and influ-

ential journal Otis T. Locke was closely con-

nected in both the business and editorial

management throughout the rest of his life.

He and his brother finally bought the interest

of Mr. Blymer and the paper was continued

under the name Locke & Brother until 1893.

In that year Otis Locke and his son John
bought the interest of the widow of Charles

N. Locke and established the firm name of 0.

T. Locke & Son, which is still continued,

though the senior partner is deceased. Otis

T. Locke was an active exponent of the re-

publican party, was a member of the Masonic
fraternity, the Ro.yal Arcanum, the Junior
Order of United American ]\Ieehanics and for

over twenty yeai-s he filled the office of post-

master at Tiffin. He was first appointed to

that office under President Arthur. His last

commission was issued by President Taft, and
he served through almost three years of Presi-

dent Wilson's term.

Otis T. Locke was married at Findlay, Ohio,

in 1866 to Miss Maria C. Porch, a daughter of

Henry and Sallie (Clark) Porch. Henry
Porch was born in Pennsylvania and moved
to Findlay in 184.5 and was an early cabinet

maker and undertaker in that city. Mrs. Otis

T. Locke, who was born in Westmoreland
County, Pennsylvania, in August, 1842, is still

living at Tiffin. She was the mother of three

sons and two daughters. Harry David and
Burton Parker died in infancy. The living

children are: Carrie M., still at home; Sallie

P., wife of A. J. Hazlett, an oil man living at

Houston, Texas ; and John P.
John P. Locke was born at Tiffin, Ohio,

August 24, 1869. He was educated in the
Tiffin public schools and since the age of
eighteen has been identified in some capacity
with the Tiffin Tribune. He worked as clerk
in the business office, as reporter and in every
other capacity, and in 1893 became a partner
under the name Locke & Son. He has a large
printing plant, handles a large amount of
commercial printing, and has built up the
circulation of the Tribune and Herald and

the Weekly Tribune to over 2,500. He is

both editor and manager of these papers.
Mr. Locke was married December 19, 1894,

to Eleta H. Kaup, who was born at Tiffin,

daughter of John T. Kaup. Her father was a

cabinet maker by trade and subsequently for

twenty years was in the railway mail service

and for five years was in the ocean mail serv-

ice. Mr. and Mrs. Locke have one son, Charles
Otis, who is now in Yale College. The fam-
ily are members of Trinity Episcopal Church.
Mr. Locke is a member of the Lodge, Royal
Arch Chapter, Council and Knight Templar
Commandery in Masonry and served as master
of Tiffin Lodge in 1913. For fifteen years he
has been a member of the vestry and is senior

warden of Trinity Church. Politically he is

a republican.

P. E. GuTHERY, one of the leading lawyers
of ilarion County, has been in active practice

in the city of that name for over a quarter
of a century.

He is a native of Marion County, bom Jan-
uary 13, 1868, a son of John D. and Susan
(Frederick) Gutherj-. The family have been
identified with this section of Northwest Ohio
for nearly ninety years.- Grandfather Joseph
Guthery was a native of Pennsylvania, was
a pioneer settler in Pike County, Ohio, and
in 1828 located in Marion County, where he
bought land from the Government and spent
a long and active career as a farmer. Mr.
Guthery 's maternal grandfather was John
Frederick, a native of Virginia, and also an
early settler in IMarion County. He was both
a farmer and miller, and owned and operated
an old water power mill in this county. John
D. Guthery was born in Pennsylvania in 1819,

and spent his active career on a farm in Ma-
rion County. He contented himself with a

common school education, but became a man
of considerable success and influence. He
served two terms in the State Legislature and
was an active democrat, a member of the Ma-
sons and Independent Order of Odd Fellows,

and his wife was a very zealous member of

the Baptist Church. They were married in

Marion County. She was born in Virginia

in 1824 and died in 1903. Of their ten chil-

dren seven are living, F. E. Guthery being

the youngest. The others are : Joseph D., a

retired farmer at Marion; James B., a farmer
and stock dealer at Marion; Anna, wife of

C. N. Barnes, an attorney at Peoria, Illinois;

William L., a retired farmer at Marion;
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John H., who lives on the old homestead neai"

LaRue in Marion County; and Isaac S., a
farmer and at present a member of the State

Board of Administration.
F. E. Guthei-y spent his early life on his

father 's farm. He completed his literary edu-
cation in the Ohio Northern University at

Ada in ISSS, and in 1891 received his law-

degree from the Cincinnati Law School. He
was admitted to the bar the same year, and
at once began practice at Marion. He was
alone until July, 1900, when he became as-

sociated with D. R. Crissinger. This is one of

tlie prominent firms of Northwest Ohio, and
handles considerable corporation work. Mr.
Guthei'y was prosecuting attorney of Marion
Countjf eight years. He has always been
active in politics as a democrat, and while his

chief interest' has been in the law and its

practice he has become identified with various
business organizations, being a director of the

local telephone company and owning a large

amount of stock in local banks, being iiiter-

ested in three of the banks at Marion, one at

LaRue and one at Caledonia. He is a director

in three banks. He also has interests in coal

mines in West Vii-ginia.

The first ease Mr. Guthery ever tried was
before a justice of the peace, and was to se-

cure a decision on the matter of quality of a

consignment of cheese, as to whether it was
good or bad. Mr. Guthery won this case. He
is a member of the Chamber of Commerce and
the Marion Club and is a Knight Templar
and Scottish Rite Mason, having passed all

the chairs in the Lodge and Chapter He also

belongs to the Mystic Shrine, is past chancel-

lor commander of the Knights of Pythias and
is affiliated with the Benevolent and Protec-

tive Order of Elks No. 32. In 1898 he mar-
ried Miss Mildred Howard. She was born in

Kansas and when about seven years of age

was taken by her parents to Chicago. They
liave three children : Howard P., who has com-
pleted the course of the local high school and
has recently entered Pomona College in Cali-

fornia; Philip E.. a student in the grade
schools; and Esther.

Joseph Fo"wt:l Wonder, a veteran of the

Union army, has played a very active part in

public affairs at Carey and in Wyandot
County for a long period of years.

Mr. Wonder belongs to the pioneer element
of Northwest Ohio, and his paternal ancestry

goes back to the early days in the province

of Pennsylvania, when that district was filled

with bears, panthers, wild cats and wild boars,
and most of the people supplied their meat
from the venison of the wild deer and from
wild poultry. It was a time when the gun
was the only sure defense, and though the
settlers were exposed more or less to constant
danger they also had that inestimable ad-
vantage of owning an unlimited country in

common and enjoying the liberty and oppor-
tunities that go with the virgin wilderness.

ilr. Wonder's first American ancestor was
Lewis Nieuton Wonder, who was born in

VV LU-temberg, Germany, in 1706. He )>elonged

to a noble family, and was himself a wealthy
man. He came to America and died in 1746,
at the age of forty.

His son, Andrew Wonder, was only five

years of age when he crossed the ocean with
his parents and landed at Philadelphia in

1729. He married Catarine Swartz. He was
by trade a wheelwright. During the war for

independence he served as a revolutionary
soldier, and afterwards drew a pension from
the United States government. In religious

faith he was a Presbyterian. He died in 1795,
the father of twelve children.

The next ancestor in line was Daniel
Wonder, grandfather of Joseph F. Daniel
was born on Chestnut Ridge near Little Tork,
Pennsylvania, in 1791. Later he lived in Lost
Creek Valley, Pennsylvania. He married
Catarine Harpster and in 1814 moved to

Wa.vne Coimty, Ohio. He died in 1887, at

the' advanced age of ninetj^-six. Lie was a

licensed preacher of the Evangelical Associa-

tion and was a pioneer circuit rider, travel-

ing his rounds over a circuit of 100 miles in

Central Ohio. He was the father of nine
children.

^Matliias Wonder, father of Joseph F., was
born in Snyder County, Pennsylvania, in 1S13.

He was only an infant when his parents re-

moved to Wayne County, Ohio, and he after-

wards lived in Seneca and Wyandot counties

and acquired the ownership of a large amount
of land. He died in 1888, at the age of sev-

enty-four. He married Catherine Fowel and
the.v were the parents of eleven children.

Joseph Fowel Wonder, who represents the

fifth generation of the family in America,
was born in Seneca County. Ohio, in 1842,

at Flat Rock. His birthplace was a brick

house that had been built by his grandfather,
Daniel Wonder. His grandfather made the
brick that entered into this old homestead.
When Joseph F. Wonder was a year old his

parents moved from Seneca County to a farm
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of 176 acres iu Wyandot County. This farm
was two miles north of Carey and when the

family occupied it the brush and timber had
not been cleared away. Mathias Wonder did

that heavy work with his own hands and in

the course of tiuie had a thoroughly culti-

vated homestead. The Spring Grove Cemetery
now occupies part of the old farm. The first

person buried in that cemetery was Joseph
F. Wonder's cousin, Henry Wonder.
At the age of twenty-one Joseph F. Wonder,

who had acquired his early education in the

public schools of Wyandot County, enlisted

in Company D of the 144th Ohio Infantry.

He was in active service until mustered out

in November, 1865. He participated in the

battles of Gettysburg, Winchester, Wilderness

and others and was once taken prisoner by
the famous ilosby guerrillas. He endured
the hardships and tortures of confinement in

Libby Prison three months before he was ex-

changed.
After the war Mr. Wonder worked on the

farm until 1868, when he married j\Iiss Mar-
garet Malinda Miller, daughter of Henry and
Mary (Gracely) Miller, of Hancock County.
To this marriage was born one son, Arthur
Eugene, in 1869. This son was born in Rich-

land County, graduated from the Ohio Wes-
leyan University at Delaware, and died in

1891, at the a^'e of twenty-two, at the en-

trance upon a promising young manhood.
After liis uianiage Mr. Wonder became a

travel i 1 1,u ministrr of the Evangelical Associ-

ation ami lor' live years preached in Richland,
Seneca and Hancock counties. On giving up
ministerial work he became propi'ietor of a

sawmill at Benton Ridge in Hancock County.
Tin's he conducted as a very profitable busi-

ness for six years but at the end of that time

he sold out and moved to Carey, where he has
had his home ever since.

Practically all his time has been taken up
with some official duty or other. He was
elected marshal and constable of Crawford
Township of Wyandot County for six years,

was elected justice of the peace in 1901, held
that office continuously for four consecutive
terras, fifteen years. In 1907 he was appointed
city health officer and has done much to safe-

guard the health and improve the sanitary
conditions of the community for the past ten
years. In 1912 he was elected as mayor of
Carey for a term of two years. He has also

held the position of street commissioner. Mr.
Wonder is a democrat in politics, though
formerly a republican. He became a democrat

under the infiuence of William J. Bryan.
Through all his life he has been religiously

inclined, and has an unshaken confidence in

the rule of an almighty Providence both in

this world and in the next.

Judge Wonder's first wife died in 1890. In

1893 he married Mary Elizabeth Hibbins,

daughter of James and Sarah (James) Hib-
bins. Mr. and Mrs. Wonder are members
of the Evangelical Church and he is active

in the Knights of Pythias at Carey, in which
lodge he has filled all the chairs, including

that of chancellor commander.

Charles H. B.\rb is one of the substantial

business men of Bowling Green. His has been
an active career, engaged in different lines,

and he is now head of the firm of Barr &
MeStay, real estate and loans. They deal in

all kinds of city and farm property and have
influential connections in this part of Noi-th-

west Ohio. Mr. Barr besides being personal

owner of considerable city property' has a fine

farm of eighty acres with modern buildings

and improvements, situated in section 8 of

Center Town.ship near Bowling Green.

His business associate for the past year has

been Mr. James McStay. Prior to that for

two years he was a partner with Mr. E. J. Sny-
der, now a resident of Detroit. The firm make
a specialty of farm lands.

Mr. Barr came to Bowling Green from
Paulding, Paulding County, Ohio, where he
handled large tracts of farming land in that

section for ten years. However, he is a native

of Wood County and was born at Bowling
Green February 22, 1868. He grew up and
received his education in Bowling Green, and
from there removed to Paulding, where he took
a course in commercial law under J. C. Heaton.
He studied this department of jurisprudence
for business purposes and has never set up as a
practicing lawyer. The knowledge has proved
invaluable to him as a real estate dealer.

Mr. Barr comes of an old American family
and through his mother is of Protestant Irish

lineage. His grandfather, Robert Barr. was a

Pennsylvanian, and his son Samuel, father of

Charles H., was born in that state early in the

last century. In 1822 the family came to what
is now Bowling Green, then merely a hamlet,

and grandfather Robert Barr was one of the

first pioneers of the county. All this section

was then a wilderness, with abundance of wild
game and not a few wild Indians roaming the

woods. Robert Barr and wife spent the rest

of their years in this section and died when
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past eighty years old. They were among the

early members of the Methodist Church and
did much to support the church and other phil-

anthropies and early movements for general
benefit.

Samuel Barr grew up on a. farm in Wood
County and married for his first wife a Miss
Harris. She died in the primp of life, leaving

five sons and one daughter. Those still living

are Daniel, Clarence and Libby, all of whom
are married and all have their homes in Ohio.

Samuel Barr married for his second wife at

Bowling Green Harriet Porter. She was born
in Cambridge, England, in July, 1838, and is

now seventy-nine years of age. When she was
five years of age she came to the United States

with her parents, Christophei* and Rebecca
(Grummage) Porter, who identified them-
selves with the early settlement of Wood
County and in time cleared up and drained
two good farms. Tliey were industrious and
worthy people, and lived here the rest of their

lives. Christopher died at the age of seventy-

five and his wife at seventy-seven. They were
active members of the United Brethren
Church. In the Porter family were three

sons and two daughters, four of whom are

still living. Mrs. Harriet Barr has a sis-

ter, Mrs. Rebecca Barr, living at Toledo, and
her two brothers, George and James, are pros-

perous farmers in Michigan.
Samuel Barr died at his old homestead farm

in section 8 of Center Township in 1869. His
widow survived him and is still active and
lielies her seventy-nine years, though recently

she siistained an accident and has suffered

much from a broken hip. She is a member of

tlie jMethodist Church and has always been
devout in her religious attendance. Samuel
Barr was a republican. They had four chil-

dren : Ida, who died at the age of twenty-four

;

Edward, who owns and occupies a farm of

forty acres in Center Township of Wood
County, is married and has a daughter, Mary

;

Charles H.; and William, who is unmarried
and lives at Sugar Ridge in this county.

Mr. Charles H. Barr was married in Wood
County to Miss Jessie Zimmerman. She was
born in Webster Township of Wood County
in 1870, and was reared and educated there.

Slie is a daughter of Daniel and Emma Jane
(Pox) Zimmerman. Mrs. Zimmerman is still

living at Bowling Green at the age of eighty.

Her father was the fir.st white child born in

Webster Township. His birth occurred in

1837. He grew up and married there, and his

wife came from New England and was a

teacher in the early days before her marriage.
Mrs. Barr's grandparents came from Penn-
sylvania and were among the first settlers in
Wood County, where they spent the rest of
their days. Mrs. Barr's father died about
nine years ago. Her parents were active mem-
bers of the United Brethren Church.
Of the family of children born to Mr. and

Mrs. Barr two, Donald and Bernice, died in

infancy. The seven still living are : Hazel L.,

who was educated in the local high school ancl

in a business college at Toledo ; Myrtle B., who
is a graduate of the High School and the State
Normal at Bowling Green, is a teacher but
now clerk in a local mercantile store. Wini-
fred M., who has completed the course of the
Bowling Green High School and also a musical
course in the State Normal College ; Dorothy,
now in the second year of the high school;

Charles Z. and Jolin S., both in the grade
schools ; and Richard, the youngest. The fam-
ily are members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. Mr. Barr is a republican and while
living in Paulding served as a member of the
City Council. He is affiliated with tlie Inde-
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, of which he
was noble grand in the lodge at Paulding, and
also belongs to the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks, and the Knights of Pythias of
Bowling Green, Ohio.

Rev. a. a. Weber has been pastor of St.

Wendelin 's Catholic Church at Fostoria since
May 4, 1894. That long pastorate has been
filled with work and with a constantly grow-
ing responsibility as head of a large and flour-

ishing parish. Father Weber has the spiritual
leadership of a parish of 2,000 souls and has
developed a splendid school, with about 325
scholars enrolled and with seven teachers.

Fatlier Weber began his active ministry as
a priest over thirty years ago. He was born
in the Archdiocese of Freiburg, Germany,
March 25, 1854, a son of Aloysius and Ursula
(Wetter) Weber. His parents were born in
the vicinity of Freiburg. The grandfather
was Joseph Weber, a tailor, who spent his

life in Germany, and the maternal grand-
father, Anthony Wetter, came to the United
States in 1854, settling in Wisconsin, where
he spent the rest of his years. He was a
saddler by trade. Aloysius Weber was a
man of affairs, a manufacturer and produce
merchant, and acquired considerable prop-
erty. He and his wife spent all their lives in

Germany and were the parents of ten chil-

dren. Four of these are still living. Father
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Weber being the j'oungest. SaviUa is still

living in Germany. Mrs. Victoria Brown re-

sides at Detroit, a widow. Louis is a njei-

chant at Appleton, Wisconsin, but was for-

merly a draftsman.

Father Weber began his instruction in the

parochial schools of Germany and in 1S71, at

the age of seventeen, came to the United
States. He took his classical course in the

college at Sandwich, Canada, where he gi'ad-

uated in 1881, and subsequently studied at

Cincinnati, and took his classical course in the

seminary at Cleveland. He was ordained in

1886, and his first work was at Warren, Ohio,

where he remained as pastor for fifteen j-ears.

The next two years were spent in Ashtabula,

and then one year with one of the churches of

Cleveland, and from there he came to his pres-

ent duties at Fostoria. Father Weber has
gone in and out among the people of his parish

and of Fostoria for fourteen jears and has
gained the respect and admiration of all classes

by his fidelity and his devotion to the interests

of the community. He is assisted at this writ-

ing (1917) by Rev. Charles Comte, who was
appointed in November, 1915. Father Weber
is a member of the Knights of Columbus and
in politics maintains an independent attitude.

F. G. BiTTiKOFER. It may be stated as a

fact that the educational field in the United
States is not crowded with capable instruct-

oi-s. In intelligent communities like Craw-
ford County, Ohio, the value of educatiofi'is

accepted and fortunately, through compelling
laws, in no section is illiteracy now recognized

as an excuse for lack of progress. Every-
where people are interested and yeai-ly vast

sums are expended in the erection of school

buildings that are moi'e ornate and comforta-

ble and far more sanitary than the old-time

castles of kings, and boards of education vie

with each other in providing essentials and
non-essentials for the school training of the

young of the land. However, -without the

careful choice of real instructors, these many
efforts fall far short of possible efficiency. No
easy task is that of the best-intentioned

teacher, for not knowledge alone makes him
capable. There are so many qualities that

must be combined that perhaps, after all, it

is fortunate that so many do come up to

standard. No one understands and laments
this deficiency more than the conscientious

county superintendent of schools, especially

when so able and experienced a teacher fills

the office as does F. G. Bittikofer, couutv

superintendent of schools for Crawford
Count}', to the duties of which position he has
closely devoted his time and energies since
1914.

F. G. Bittikofer is a native of Crawford
County, bom May 24, 1876, and is a son of
Jacob and Christina (Ackerman) Bittikofer,

and a grandson of John Bittikofer and
ilathias Ackerman. The paternal grand-
father was born in Switzerland and emigrated
early to the United States and located in

Crawford County in the '20s, securing Gov-
ernment land on which he continued to

live during the rest of his life. The maternal
grandfather located first in Stark County,
Ohio, but later came to Crawford and he, too,

was one of the sturdy and representative
early settlers. Jacob Bittikofer was born in
Crawford County, Ohio, in 1845 and died on
his farm in this count}-, in July, 1917. All
his active life was spent in agricultural pur-
suits and he became a man of substance. In
politics he was a democrat and many times
was elected to local offices and served as town-
ship trustee and as school director. He be-

longed to the German Reformed Church. He
was married in 1875 in Crawford County to
Christina Ackerman, who was born here in
1848 and died in June, 1915. The mention
of these names brings memories of sterling

virtues, neighborly kindness and family de-

votion.

F. G. Bittikofer attended the local schools

and afterward the Ohio Northern University,

where he remained until he completed the

scientific course, subsequently taking post-

graduate work in the Ohio State University
and a course in Heidelberg University, from
which well known institution he was gradu-
ated in 1913. Before and after and at inter-

vals, Mr. Bittikofer taught school, in fact the

gi'eater part of his life has been spent in the

school room, and his choice of vocation has
been fortunate. He has every reason to look

back over his work as a teacher, with a large

measure of contentment. He has loved his

task, that of developing the inborn powei-s of

the intellects placed in his charge, having a
natural understanding sympathy that has
been rewarded by the tinusual progress his

pupils have made and the respect and af-

fection with which they have regarded him.
His election to the superintendency of the

schools of the county was a gratifying token
of public approval and Crawford County is

still benefiting by his thorough methods and
his wise discrimination in educational affairs.
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Prior to accepting this position he served six

years as superintendent of the public schools

of New Washington, Crawford County.
Mr. Bittikofer was married in March, 1906,

to Miss Catherine Geneva Norton, who was
born at Reedsburg, Ohio, and is a daughter
of Benjamin Lincoln Norton. Mi\ and Mrs.
Bittikofer have had four children, two of

whom survive : Justine and Myrou Richard.
In politics j\Ir. Bittikofer is a democrat and

is loyal to party and friends. He belongs to

the Presbyterian Church and fraternally is

a Royal Arch Mason, is past chancellor in the

order of Knights of Pythias, and is a member
also of tJie Junior Order of United American
Mechanics. He is well known in educational

bodies all through this part of the state and
his teaching methods have met with the ap-

proval of his co-workers in the same field.

Personally he is agreeable but dignified in

manner and he enjoys the respect and esteem

of his teachers.

Jacob N. Easlet. When IMr. Easley was
a very young man he entered an office at Bowl-
ing Green and learned the abstracting business

in all its details. He is now one of the two
prominent business men comprising the firm

of the Wood County Abstract and Loan Com-
pany. This is the chief business of its kind in

Wood County, and besides abstracting it loans

large amounts of money on real estate and also

buys and sells city and farm property. The
company was first organized in 1891 by C. W.
Lenhart and Ira C. Taber. Mr. Benjamin P.

James later became an interested party. The
business was then reorganized and in time Mr.
Easley succeeded Mr. James. In 1897 C. C.

Griffith succeeded Mr. Taber. In 1906 an-

other change was made when Mr. Lenhart and
Mr. Easley bought the Taber interest and
these two business men have since conducted
the firm in all its branches.

Mr. Easley is an expert in the abstract field

and looks after that branch of the business

while Mr. Lenhart gives most of his attention

to the Wood County Insurance Agency, which
is a part of the business organization, and the

two concerns share the same offices at 110

West Wooster Street. This has been the

home of the firm for the past ten years, and
they have a very complete office with records

available for all their work.
Mr. Easley has been an active factor in this

business since he was twenty-three years of

age. He was bom in Crawford County, Ohio,

May 6, 1867. When a boy his parents removed

to Wood County and he received most of his

education at Bloomdale in that county. For
a short time before entering the abstract busi-

ness he was a teacher, ilr. Easley is one of
the leading democrats of Wood County. Since
1891 he has been a factor in the local party
and served continuously as one of the execu-
tive committee until a few years ago. He has
represented his party in numerous conven-
tions, but has never sought any official posi-

tion himself.

Mr. Easley is of old Swiss ancestry on both
sides. His father, Daniel N. Easley, was born
in Canton Berne in 1831. When he was three
years of age, in 1834, the family, consisting of
his father, mother, Mr. and ilrs. Jacob Easley,
and nine other children came to the United
States. They made the voyage on an old
fashioned sailing vessel and were weeks be-

tween ports. For two years they lived in New
York State and from there removed to Cran-
berry Township of Crawford County, Ohio.
They were early settlers in that new and
swampy section and Jacob Easley and wife
spent their last years there, he dying in 1856
and his widow in 1868. They were active

members of the Reformed Church. Other
children were born to them in Crawford
County and most of them grew up and mar-
ried. Two are still living: Frances, wife of
M. M. Springer, of Toledo, and they have a
large family ; and Mrs. Anna Peters, a widow,
now living with her daughter in the State of
Idaho.

Daniel N. Easley grew up in Cranberry
Township, of Crawford County, and there
learned the trade of carpenter. From working
as a journeyman he developed a business as

a contractor and combined that successfully

with farming. In 1874 he removed to a farm
near Bloomdale in Wood County and subse-

quently retired to the Village of Bloomdale,
where he died in August, 1893. He was mar-
ried in Cranberry Township of Crawford
County to Rosana Bittikofer. Mrs. Daniel
Easley, who is still living, was born in

Stark County, Ohio, December 4, 1846, and
still enjoys the best of health. When she
was a small girl her parent.s removed to Chat-
field ToATOship of Crawford County and she
is a daughter of Jacob and Mrs. (Frank)
Bittikofer both natives of Switzerland and of

old Swiss ancestry. Mrs. Daniel Easley has
in her possession an old Swiss Bible which
was printed over 200 years ago and has been
handed down through the line of Bittikofers

for several generations. It is a rare old vol-
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ume, betraying by its verj^ form and shape its

antiquity. It is some seven or eight inches

thick, and the covers are boards covered with

leather, all bound together with heavy clasps.

Jacob Bittikofer came to the United States

soon after his marriage, and his father, Jacob,

Sr., also came to this country. For some years

the family lived in Stark County and then

moved to the newer section of Chatiield

Township in Crawford County, where they

improved a farm. Both Jacob Sr. and Jr. and
their wives spent their days in Crawford
County and all of them are buried in the same
plot in Chatfield Cemetery. They were de-

vout members of the Reformed Church, and in

politics the Bittikofers supplied many voters

to the democratic party. Mrs. Daniel Easley

was one of ten children. The two now living

are herself and her brother Christopher.

Christopher resides at Tiffin, Ohio. She has

her home at Bloomdale in Wood County. Soon
after her marriage she and her husband joined

the Methodist Episcopal Church. He was a
democrat iu politics. Jacob N. Easley was one

of a family of eight childreu, six sons and two
daughters. Five of them are still living : Jus-

tin L., who is a carpenter and contractor at

Bloomdale, and lias six sons and one daughter

;

Jacob N., the second in age; John C, a con-

tractor and builder at Rushsylvania in Logan
County, is married and has three daughters;

Ida is the wife of Eugene C. Stay, of Tiffin,

Ohio, a manufacturer of stock food, and their

family consists of two sons; Edna R., who is

unmarried and living with her mother for

many years has been a successful educator in

Wood County, having seiwed as principal of

the public schools at Bloomdale ; and Jacob N.

Jacob N. Easley was married in Bowling
Green to Miss Helen I. Comstock. She was
born in Plain Township of Wood County, and
completed her education in the Bowling Green
High School and in Oberlin College, where
she pursued musical instruction. For some
years before her marriage she was a talented

teacher of music. Mr. and "Sirs. Easley are

active members of the Presbyterian Church.
He is a democrat, is affiliated with Bowling
Green Lodge No. 818 of the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks and is a past grand
of Bloomdale Lodge No. 416 of the Independ-
ent Order of Odd Fellows. He is a director of

the Wood County Savings Bank Company.

George S. Tillotson is treasurer and man-
ager of the Sterling Grinding Wheel Company
of Tiffin. He has spent the greater part of

his active career in the manufacture of gi-ind-

ing wheels and in the past twenty years has
built up the Tiffin concern to a grade of im-
portance where it ranks among the first of
similar enterprises throughout the United
States and Europe.
The company has a capital stock of a $100,-

000, and the product is shipped all over the
world. Mr. Tillotson through this industry
has become a very successful business man and
he is also a director in the City National Bank
of Tiffin and has long been an active factor
iu local affairs.

He is a Jlassachusetts man by birth and an-
cestry. He was born in that state April 5,

1863, son of George W. and Mary L. (Palmer)
Tillotson. His parents were born at Otis,

Massachusetts, and his father spent his life

as a farmer and contractor. They were mem-
bers of the Congregational Church and he is

a republican in politics. Of their four chil-

dren, three are now living, George S. being
the oldest of the children.

He was reared on a Massachusetts farm,
attended the local schools, and at the age of

seventeen left school to begin work in a rake
factory and sawmill. He worked in the lum-
ber bu.siness until he was twenty-one and then
associated himself with the Grant Corundum
Wheel Company of Chester, Massachusetts.
His work in that line has advanced from a
small company until he is now practically head
of a company that makes a large and compli-

cated assortment of grinding wheels of aU
types. He came to Tiffitu in the fall of 1897
and has had active charge of the Sterling plant
since January 1, 1898.

Mr. Tillotson first married Minnie Mixer,
of Massachusetts, who died in February. 1903.

The one daughter of that marriage is Vera,

now the wife of Ralph Sugrue, a Tiffin attor-

ney. After the death of his first wife Mr. Til-

lotson married ]Mabel Chandler, of Tiffin.

They have two eliildren : George C., now in

the fifth grade of the public schools, and Fred
W., in the third grade. Mr. Tillotson and
wife are membei-s of the Methodist Protestant

Church. He is a thirty-second degree Scottish

Rite Mason and has been a member of the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows since he

was twenty-one years of age and is past noble

grand. Politically he is a republican. Mr. Til-

lotson was one of the first safety directors

appointed in any of the cities of Northwest

Ohio and filled that office in Tiffin for a num-
ber of years. He is now president of the

Board of Education of this city. He was pres-



HISTORY OP NORTHWEST OHIO 2125

ident of the first Commercial Club of Tiffiu

and filled that ofiice three years.

A. J. Sautter, present mayor of Marion,
has been actively identified with the business

att'airs of that city for a long period of years

and the popularity that followed him into his

present office has been deserved by every cir-

cumstance of his character and activities.

Mr. Sautter was born at Delaware, Ohio,

November 22, 1868, a son of Frederick and
Sarah E. (Yoakam) Sautter. His grand-

father, John Sautter, was born in Germany
and on coming to America located at New
Orleans and from there moved to Delaware,
Ohio. He was a carpenter by trade. The
maternal grandfather,' James Yoakam, was
numbered among the pioneer settlers of Allen
County, Ohio. He went there in a time when
lands could be obtained very cheaply and he
cleared up a portion of the wilderness, built

a log house, and died in comfortable circum-
stances on the land which he had redeemed
from the wilderness.

Frederick Sautter was born at New Or-
leans, Louisiana, in IS-l-l and is now living at

Marion at the age of seventy-three. His wife

was born in Auglaize County, Ohio, in 1847
and died in 1915. They married at Lima,
Ohio. Frederick Sautter followed the trade

of carpenter for a number of years in Allen

County and at Marion, and is now living

retired, a successful self-made man. He has

been quite active in democi-atic politics and
he served as a member of the Marion City

Council in 1896. He and his wife are mem-
bers of the Alethodist Episcopal Church and
both very active in church affairs. Fra-
ternally he is a Knight of Pythias. They
had four children : A. J. Sautter ; Charles -E.,

a farmer near Mount Gilead, Ohio ; Lewis Del-

bert, a tinsmith at Marion ; and Cloyd W., a

mail carrier at Marion.
A. J. Sautter attended the Marion public

schools and learned the trade of carpenter,

so that that trade has been in the family for

three successive generations. The distinguish-

ing fact of his business and industrial career

was the thirty years he put in with the Huber
Company at Marion and for many years he
was one of their competent foremen.
Mr. Sautter married Jennie A. Walter, a

native of Virginia. Her father, A. C. Walter,
was a shoemaker by trade and is now living

retired with Mr. and Mrs. Sautter. Three
children have been bom to their marriage

:

Edna Ruth, at home; Ilene, wife of Clarence

E. Stone, a sign writer at Toledo, Ohio; and
Bernice, wife of Lester D. Clum, shipping
clerk for the Houghton Sulky Company at

Marion.
The family are members of the Methodist

Episcopal Church. Mr. Sautter is a Chapter
and Council Mason, an Elk, is past noble

grand of the Independent Order of Odd Fel-

lows, and in politics a democrat. Mr. Sautter
served as a member of the City Council of

Marion in 1912-13 and was elected to his

present ofiice as mayor in 1915. He is now
giving his entire time and attention to his

duties as head of the municipal administra-

tion of Marion.

WiLLi^vM R. Hopper. A large amount of

the fine farm lands of Wood County have been
developed and at different times have been
under the owner.ship of the Hopper family.

William R. Hopper did his part in the work
of agrii-ulfnral iiiiprnvenient in the county and
is now li\iiii; I'l'tiiNHl at l^>owling Green. This

is one of tlie oldest and best known families

of Wood County.
Mr. Hopper was born in Huron County,

Ohio, Jlay 3, 1851. He is of English parent-

age and ancestry, a son of Richard and Jane
(Pruden) Hopper. His parents were from
Cambridgeshire, England, where they gi-ew up
and married. One child was born to them in

the old country, Mary. Then in 1850 the little

family embarked on a sailing vessel at Liver-

pool, and encountering rough seas and storms

were thirty-six days in crossing the oceau to

New York. From there they went to Monroe-
ville in Huron County, Ohio, located on a

small farm, and while living there William
R. Hopper and his sister Lydia Ann were
born. The older daughter, Mary, married Wil-

liam Fletcher, and they live retii-ed in Bowling
Green. By a former marriage she has' one

son, Chai-les Wilson. Lydia Ann is the wife

of Gideon J. Thomas, also a retired farmer of

Bowling Green.
In 1863 the Hopper family removed to

Wood County and located on a new farm in

Plain Township, where the parents spent the

rest of their worthy and useful lives. The
father died in 1890, at the age of seventy-six,

and his wife seven years later at the age of

seventy-five. Both were active members of the

Congregational Church, and Richard Hopper
was a democrat.

William R. Hopper, the only son, with his

two sisters owns the old homestead of 152
acres. This is a highly developed place, and
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shows the results of having been in the owner-

ship of a progressive family for over half a

century.

Reared and educated in Wood County, Wil-

liam R. Hopper was married in Plain Town-
ship to Miss Rachel Coen. She was born on her

father's farm in Plain Township January 9,

1856, and was reared and educated there. Her
parents, Abram and Sarah (Hall) Coen,

were natives of Pennsylvania, in which state

they were married, and they then became early

residents of Wood County. They improved a

farm from an absolute wilderness condition

in section 2 of Plain Township, and had a well

developed place of eighty acres in which to

spend their last years. They finally retired

to Bowling Green, where the father died at the

age of seventy-five. The Coens were active

members of the Presbyterian Church and Mr.

Coen was a republican. Mrs. Hopper is one

of a family of five daughters and one son. Her
brother was a soldier in the Civil war in the

Twenty-first Ohio Infantry, was taken ill while

in the army, and died a few months after com-

ing home, unmarried. The daughters all

married and all are now deceased except Mrs.

Hopper and her sister Mrs. N. E. Adams, a

widow.
After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Hopper

located on a farm in Plain Township. Later

he acquired 284 acres in three separate farms
in that township. Each farm had its own
building equipment, and in time they also

acquired a total of 600 acres in Center Town-
ship. Here too their land was divided into

three farms, each with a distinct set of build-

ing improvements. These farms are among
the best in the county and show what thrifty

management will do. Fifteen years ago, after

developing all this property, Mr. Hopper re-

tired to Bowling Green and bought a fine home
where he now resides at 403 South Main
Street.

He and his good wife have three living chil-

dren. George 0. Hopper has made a good
showing as a merchant and is owner of a large

general hardware store on North Main Street

in Bowling Green. He married Myrtle Ketz-
enbarger, of Center Township, Wood County,
and their children are Rachel M., George 0.,

Eleanor M. and Graham A. Rev. Perry C.

Hopper, the second son, was graduated from
the high school and from Oberlin College,

where he took his A. B. degree, and subse-

quently graduated from the McCormiek The-
ological Seminary at Chicago. After his or-

dination as a Presbyterian minister he was

given his first pastorate at Winchester, In-

diana. Rev. Mr. Hopper was married in

1915 to iliss Grace McConnihe, of Cleveland,
who is well educated and taught school before
her marriage; they have a son, Robert N.
Jane V., the only daughter, graduated from
the Bowling Green High School and also stu-

died in Deti'oit. She is now the wife of Dr.
Lloyd H. Mercer, a graduate of the medical
department of the State University and now
in practice at Toledo. All the members of the

Hopper family are active in the Presbyterian
Church. Mr. Hopper is affiliated with Centen-
nial Lodge No. 626, Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, and politically he and his sons are

democrats.

John A. Gosling. M. D., has distinguished

his residence at Tifiin since 1908 by unusually
capable work in his profession as a physician
and surgeon. He was well qualified to prac-

tice medicine and has brought to his work in-

tellectual power and s.\Tnpathy as well as tech-

nical ability and understanding.
Dr. Gosling was born at Ottawa, Ohio, Jan-

uary 21, 1874, a son of Herman and Mary
(Gerdeman) Gosling. His grandfather, Chris-

topher Gosling, died in Germany, but his

widow subsequently came to Ohio with her
family. The maternal grandfather, John D.
Gerdeman, was a pioneer settler in Putnam
County, Ohio. Herman Gosling was born in

Germany in 1841 and his wife was born in

Glandorf in Putnam County, Ohio, in 1847.

Both are still living. They were married at

Glandorf. Herman Gosling was a harness

maker and carriage trimmer by trade and fol-

lowed that business at Ottawa for over forty

years. He came to Ohio in 1850 when a small

boy. Six yeai"S ago he disposed of his busi-

ness interest at Ottawa, and has since made
his abode with his son, Dr. John A. Mr. Gos-

ling and his wife are members of the Catholic

Church. They had three children : Elizabeth,

a sister in a convent ; Dr. John A. ; and Joseph,

who is an attorney and real estate man at Los
Angeles, California.

Doctor Gosling grew up in Ottawa, attended

the high school there from which he was grad-

uated in 1893. For four years he worked
with his father at a trade, but then looking to

a broader horizon of accomplishment and one

better fitted to his abilities he entered the

Starling Medical College at Columbus where
he remained one year and completed his course

at Rush Medical College, Chicago, from which
school he graduated in 1901. Dr. Gosling
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practiced medieiue six years at Louisville,

Ohio, and from there removed to Tiffin in 1908.

He has held the position of health officer of

Tiffin, Ohio, for over four years, and for three
years that of physician and surgeon for the
Big Four Railroad. To his public duties and
his private practice he gives all his time and
attention.

In 1902 he married Mary A. Yeager, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. John B. Yeager of Center-
ville, Michigan. Doctor and Mrs. Gosling have
two children, Helen and Blanche, both stu-

dents in the Ursuline Catholic Academy. The
family are members of St. Joseph's Catholic

Church. Doctor Gosling besides his affiliation

with various medical societies is member of the

Knights of Columbus, the Catholic Knights of

Ohio and Lodge No. 94 of the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks. Politically he is a
democrat.

Iea Norman Zeis, M. D. For twenty-three

years Doctor Zeis has been the leader in his

profession of medicine and surgery at Carey,
Ohio. His reputation is widely extended over
that part of the state and his name is synony-
mous with skill and a most capable and kindly
professional service.

Doctor Zeis was born on a farm in Liberty
Township of Seneca County October 9, 1867,

a son of William H. and Margaret Ellen
(Cromer) Zeis. His birthplace was five miles

from Tiffin, near Cromer's Station, a hamlet
named after his maternal gi-andfather. The
Zeis family came out of Baden Baden, Ger-
many, over ninety years ago and located in

Maryland, and in 1833 migrated to Seneca
County. Both the Zeis and the Ci'omer fam-
ilies were pioneers of Seneca County and
cleared up land from the wilderness, getting

their homestead dii'ect from the Government.
The older generation lived and died on the

farm and were all capable and industrious

people. The father of Doctor Zeis had an
uncle who served as a soldier under the famous
General Blucher in the Napoleonic wars.

Doctor Zeis grew up on his father's farm,

attended the district schools near McCutchen-
ville in the winter, and found plenty to do
on the farm in the summer seasons. This

was his way of life until he was sixteen years

of age, when he was given a license and taught
several terms of district school in Seneca
Township and afterwards in Jackson Town-
ship of Seneca County. Altogether he put
in seven terms of teaching. He spent the

school year. 1888-89 in Heidelberg University

at Tiffin, and while there paid his own way
by work on the outside. In 1891 Doctor Zeis
entered the Toledo Medical College and was
graduated ilarch 12, 1894, at the head of his
class. On April 3 of the same year he came
to Carey and opened an office at the corner
of Findlay and Vance streets. He was in
that location ten months and then came to
his present office quarters at 109^^ Findlay
Street. Thus his office is looked upon as one
of the landmarks of the town. He has con-
ducted a general practice, and besides his ex-
perience has at all times kept abreast of the
advance in medical and surgical knowledge
by reading and study and by several courses
in medical schools. In 1903 he attended the
Chicago Post-Graduate School and Hospital,
taking a course in Gyiiecology, and in 1907
was in the New York I'dst ( ii-jHliiatc School.

In 1895 Doctor Zeis niairi.'.l i.la \'iola

Garn, daughter of Jeremiah and Catherine
( Over) Garn. Her parents lived near Jerome-
ville in Ashland County, Ohio. Doctor and
Mrs. Zeis have two children. Gladys is the
wife of Carl Mitchell, of Carey. William Rus-
sell was born at Carey in 1898.

Doctor Zeis is a thirty-second degree Scot-
tish Rite Mason, has filled all the chairs in

the local lodge of Knights of Pythias and is

a member of the Uniformed Rank, belongs to

the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and
is an active member of the Methodist Epis-
copal Church. Politically he supports the re-

publican party. He has served as a member
of the Carey School Board for fourteen years
and twelve yeai's of that time as president,

taking a deep interest in the welfare of the
local schools. Doctor Zeis is a stockholder
and director in the National Electric Porce-
lain Company and also a stockholder in the
Carey Mill and Elevator Company of Carey,
Ohio..

Sheridan W. Mattox, M. D. During the

many years of his residence at Marion Doctor
Mattox has become widely known over this

section of Northwest Ohio as a .specialist in

the treatment of diseases of the eye, ear, nose

and throat, and the demands upon his ability

in that special branch now consume most of

his time.

Doctor Mattox is of an old and notable

family in this section of Ohio. In fact the

Mattox family was one of the very first to

establish homes in Marion County. His gi'cat-

grandfather, Christopher Mattox, was born
in Kentuckj' in 1769, a date which shows that
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his people were close followers of Daniel
Boone to the dark and bloody gi'ound of Ken-
tucky. Christopher Mattox married Chris-

tina Hinds, who died in 1834. Christopher
Mattox, who died in 1832, came to Delaware
County and took up a section of military laud
from the Government in that portion of the

county that is now Marion County. He re-

ceived deeds to this land from President

James Monroe and President Andrew Jack-

son. The ilattox family originated in Wales.
Christopher JMattox had nine children as fol-

lows : Jacob, Reubiu, Isaiah, Christopher Jr.,

Benjamin, Nancy, Hannah, Ruannah and
Betsey.

Doctor ^Mattox is a grandson of Jacob and
Lydia (Lewis) ilattox. Both of them were
natives of Marion County, Jacob having been
born in 1805 and his wife in 1809. Lydia
Lewis ' brother, Chauneey Lewis, a great-uncle

of Doctor Mattox, was the pioneer doctor of

Marion County and assisted in establishing

the original Marion County Medical Societ}',

thereby becoming a charter member. He was
regarded as one of the finest types of the old

school physician, and for a long period of

j^ears gave the best of his character and his

energies to the practice. Jacob Mattox fol-

lowed farming during his active life and died
in 1868, while his wife passed away in 1864.

They had seven children as follows : Chauucy,
Eben, Henry, Cyrus, Mary Jane, Lois Delilah
and Nancy Elizabeth.

Eben Mattox, father of Doctor Mattox, was
born in Marion County in 1839, and had a
brief but very successful career. His death
occurred in 1874. He had little opportunity
to attend school as a youth but was well read
and a man of fine character. As a farmer
he was greatly prospered and in the course
of his brief career he owned three different

farms in Marion County. He was a democrat
in politics and both he and his wife were very
active in the work of the Christian Church.
He married in Marion County and his wife's
maiden name was Sarah Priscilla Clark. She
was born in Marion County in 1845 and died
in 1870. Her father, Samuel P. Clark, was of
Scotch descent and son of John Clark, a very
early pioneer in Ohio. Samuel P. Clark was
born in Ohio in 1819, spent his active career
as a farmer in IMarion County, and died in
1887. He married Hannah Williams, a native
of Ohio, and they were the parents of Aseha,
Sarah P. and Henry N., and one son who died
in young manhood. Eben Mattox and wife
had four children, two sons and two daugh-

ters, three of them are still living: Mattie,
wife of Charles Roux, a farmer in J\lariou

County ; Sarah Elvida, wife of L. F. Dickson,
a farmer in Saline County, Illinois; and Dr.
Sheridan W.
Doctor Mattox grew up on his father's

farm, attended country schools, the high
school at Agosta in Marion County, the Ohio
Northern University at Ada, and took a

course in the commercial department of the

University of Kentucky at Lexington. Doc--
tor Mattox taught school four years and in

1893 he began the study of medicine in the

Eclectic iledical Institute at Cincinnati,

where he was gi-aduated in 1896. Soon after

qualifying for the profession he began prac-

tice in Marion County, and from the first was
ambitious for the best possible attainments in

his chosen work. In 1901 he took advanced
courses at Chicago, in 1903 was a student in

the Chicago Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat In-

firmary, and also pursued special work in

Knapp 's School in New York City. After this

he returned to Marion on January 1, 1904,

and began the practice which has more and
more diverted him into his special lines as an
eye, ear, nose and throat physician. However,
he is engaged in an extensive general practice

as well. He is a member of the Marion
County and State Medical societies, and the

State and National Eclectic Medical societies.

Doctor Mattox married October 27, 1897,

Florence lona Smith. She wa.s born at Ma-
rion, daughter of James K. Smith, a farmer
of Marion County. They have one daughter,
Lillian Genevieve, born January 23, 1899, and
since graduating from the Marion High
School in 1917 has continued her education in

the Ohio University at Athens. Doctor and
Mrs. jMattox are members of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. He is a democrat in poli-

tics and has fraternal affiliatious with the

Masons and the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows.

Daniel W. Young, of Bowling Green, has

given almost a lifetime to that important serv-

ice involved in undertaking and embalming.
In recent years he has had a son, Carl, associ-

ated with him. and both of them are licensed

embalmers. Mr. Young has been practicing

his profession for the past thirty years and at

Bowling Green he and his son have built up
an establishment not to be surpassed in point

of equipment and facilities for service.

Mr. Young entered the undertaking busi-

ness at Paulding in 1886. From there he came
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to Bowling Green in 1897, and for the past

twenty years has been in business either in

North or South Main Street. In 1915 he built

at No. 180 South Main Street a building es-

pecially equipped and fitted for his purposes.

The building is 40 by 125 feet and is ar-

ranged for the especial convenience of his

work. There is a funeral chapel, and besides

a complete line of caskets he has two funeral

ears.

Mr. Young practically grew up in this work,
having worked as boy with an older brother

who was an undertaker at Green Spring. Mr.
Young was born in Seneca County, near Green
Spring, December 10, 1856. He received his

early education in that locality. He is of Ger-

man parentage. His father, Charles Young,
was born in Berlin, Germany, in 1817, and
when a boy accompanied his parents to Amer-
ica. The family located near Green Spring in

Seneca County and the grandfather was a

pioneer farmer in that section. Charles Young
was married in the state of Maryland to Mary
Spangler, who was born in Germany, and
when twelve years of age came with her par-

ents to the Ignited States. The Spangler family

were a month in crossing the ocean. They lo-

cated in Maryland and her parents afterwards
followed Charles Young to Seneca County,
where they spent their last years. A few years

after his marriage Charles Young brought his

wife back to Seneca County and followed

farming near Green Spring. He and his wife

died there, he when a little past sixty and she

somewhat earlier and not quite so old. They
were members of the Lutheran Church and in

politics he followed the fortunes of the demo-
cratic party. Daniel W. Young was the eighth

in a family of ten children. Five of them are

still living and all married and residents of

Ohio.

Mr. Young himself was married in Sanduskj'

County, Ohio, to ]\Iiss Jennie Lott. She was
born in Sandusky County and is a few years

younger than her husband. Her parents came
from Pennsylvania and spent their lives in

Sandusky County. Mr. and Jlrs. Young are

the parents of three children. Bessie is a

graduate of the Bowling Green High School.

Carl graduated from the Bowling Green High
School and the Ohio State University and
since getting a license as an embalmer has been
his father's active assistant. He has done much.

to build up the present fine concern at Bowling
Green. The youngest child, Harold, is a grad-

uate of the Bowling Green High School and
finished his course in the "Western Reserve

College at Cleveland in 1917. The family
are members of the Presbyterian Church. Mr.
Young is affiliated with Centennial Lodge No.
626 of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows
and Lodge No. 158 of the Knights of Pythias,

and his son Carl is also a Knight of Pythias
and a member of the Benevolent and Pro-
tective Order of Elks.

George W. Munshovfer has been a resident

of Bowling Green for over forty years. He
was long active in a business way, chiefly as a

furniture merchant, but for the past eighteen

years has lived retired in the town home which
he built for himself and by a plan of which he
is the author. He was handicapped by ill

health and other circumstances, and his modest
fortune and achievements stand as the record
of a self-made man.

It was in September, 1875, that Mr. Mun-
shower became a resident of Bowling Green.

He came to the city from Wooster, Ohio, and
for a time followed his trade as a housebuilder
and contractor. After two years he accepted

an opportunity to get into the furniture busi-

ness. He opened a store and though handi-
capped by lack of capital he more than made
up for it by the energy of his work and a

rapidly developing trade brought him to a

position among the leading merchants of "Wood
County. He engaged in business as a furni-

ture dealer for sixteen years. Failing health

caused him to sell out his store, and since then
be has lived retired and has fully regained
the vigor of his constitution. Mr. Munshower
has at all times exemplified a public spirit in

his relations to the community and is one of

the most loyal citizens Bowling Green pos-

sesses. "Wherever possible he has worked for

the betterment of the community and his in-

fliience has often counted for good and sub-

stantial benefit.

Mr. Munshower was born March 3, 1849, on

a farm in Indiana County, Pennsylvania, near
the city of that name. His parents were Nich-

olas and Fannie (Howard) Munshower, both

natives of Pennsylvania. They were married
in Indiana Count.v and made their home on a

farm. "Wliile they were still struggling to se-

cure a home a cyclone came along and de-

stroyed their barn and much of their stock,

but they refused to be discouraged and in time
had provided for their future and reared a

family of three sons and seven daughters.

George "W. was next to the youngest in this

rather large family. His brothers are now de-

ceased and he has five sisters still living. The
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father of the family died in 1856, when still in

middle life. The widowed mother was ninety-

five when she passed away in 1907. The young-
est of the children died at the age of eighteen.

The others all married with the exception of

a son and a daughter. Mr. Munshower's
parents were members of the Lutheran
Church.
At the age of fifteen George "W. Munshower

started to learn the carpenter 's trade. He
served a thorough apprenticeship and during
the first year was paid only four dollars a

month and six dollars a month in the second
year. As a journeyman he worked at his trade
ten years, chiefly at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania.
He not only possessed the skill of an expert
workman hut also that larger ability which is

the chief requirement for success of the ar-

chitect. In the years since he retired from
the furniture business Mr. Munshower has oc-

cupied his time in his home shop turning out
many beautiful pieces of furniture and some
of these are not excelled in design and work-
manship by the very best makers. Many of
these parlor pieces Mr. Munshower has given
to his friends and relatives.

He was still a single man when he came to

Bowling Green, and in this city he married
Miss Gertrude Foote. She was born in Ohio,
and was liberally educated. After leaving
school she became a teacher and had been prin-

cipal of the city schools just before her mar-
riage. She taught her first school when only
fifteen years of age. Mr. and Mrs. Munshower
had one son, Carl, who died at the age of one
j'ear. They are active members of the Pres-

byterian Church of Bowling Green.

Cliiv-ton W. F.\wcett. An accomplished
lawyer, with high professional training and
a large practice at Ottawa, Clinton AY. Faw-
eett has done a good deal to deserve his fam-
ily traditions and lineage. His people were
among the pioneers of Putnam County and
the name is one that has long been spoken
with respect in this part of Northwest Ohio.

Mr. Fawcett is seventh in direct line from
the first member of the Fawcett family who
came to this countrv from Ireland about 1740.
This ancestor was Thomas Fawcett, who im-
migrated from Lisburn, Ireland, and settled

in Frederick County, Virginia. The lineage
is traced through Thomas (1), John (2),
John, Jr. (3), Jesse (4), Robert B. (5), James
L. (6) and Clinton W. (7).

Robert B. Fawcett, the grandfather, was
born in Frederick County, Virginia, Decem-

ber 10, 1819. As a young man he accom-
panied his parents to Clinton County, Ohio,
and later to Logan County, Ohio. In Logan
County in 1841 he married Catharine Monroe,
who was born in Culpeper County, Virginia,
February 1.5, 1821. Her grandfather, John
Monroe, was of Scotch descent and fought with
a Virginia regiment in the American Revolu-
tion. He married Jane Shackelford. Nathan-
iel ilonroe, father of Catharine Monroe, was
born in Culpeper County, Virginia, April 11,

1791, served as a soldier in the War of 1812,
and was a millwright by trade. In old Vir-

ginia he owned slaves, obtained from the es-

tate of John Brannin, his father-in-law.

Nathaniel Monroe came to Ohio in 1833.

He married Catharine Brannin. Her grand-
father, Richard Brannin was an Irish baron,

and being implicated in one of the many un-
successful insurrections for the purpose of

freeing Ireland from English rule, forfeited

all his estate and was compelled to flee to

Virginia. Upon his arrival in that colony he

became steward of the estate of Governor
Spottswood. Richard Brannin for many years
lived on the Rappahannock River in Culpeper
County, Virginia, and died there at the re-

markable age of 116 years. Catharine Mon-
roe's maternal grandfather was John Bran-
nin. Catharine Monroe died March 15, 1904.

James L. Fawcett, father of the Ottawa
lawyer, was born in Logan County, Ohio,

March 21, 1847. When a small child he went
with his parents to Putnam County, Ohio,

locating at Vaughnsville in Sugar Creek
Township. His father afterwards bovight a

farm in section 36, and lived there yntil his

death on May 17, 1867. James L. Fawcett
grew up on the farm in Sugar Creek Town-
ship, and taught school for a short time after

I'caching his maturity. Though only fourteen

years of age when the Civil war broke out.

he later became a soldier and a member of

Company E of the 197th Regiment, Ohio
Volunteer Infantry. For a number of j-ears

James L. Fawcett was engaged in the manu-
facture of drain tile at Dupont. Ohio. After
retiring from that business he was appointed

postmaster at Dupont in 1893 and served dur-

ing Cleveland's second administration. Still

later he was elected to several township offices

in Periy Township and is now retii-ed and
divides his time between the liomes of his

son Clinton W. at Ottawa and Ralph D. at

St. Paul, Minnesota.

James L. Fawcett was married September
18, 1872, to Elizabeth C. (Hershey) Allgire.
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She was born in Richland County, Ohio, May
29, 1840, and died March 30, 1913. Her par-

ents were Benjamin and Fannie (Stiner)

Hershey. The ancestors of this branch of

the Hershey family came from Switzerland
and settled in Lancaster County, Pennsyl-
vania, in 1709. The lineage of the Hersheys
is- traced back as far as the year 1535. Ben-
jamin Hershey was born in Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania, July 3, 1802, and in 1835 he

and his parents and brothers and sisters

moved to Richland County, Ohio, and subse-

quently he took his family to Franklin Coun-
ty, where they resided until about the year
1857, when they came to Jackson Township,
Putnam County. Fannie Stiner, Avife of

Benjamin Hershey, was born near Frankfoi't,

Germany, March 25, 1807. Benjamin Hershey
died in Jackson Township, Putnam County,
April 12, 1863, and his widow subsequently
married again and removed to Riley To\'sti-

ship. Elizabeth C. Allgire and her first hus-
band, Alpheus A. Allgire, came to Putnam
County with her parents. In 1862 Mv. Allgire
enlisted in Company A of the Ninety-ninth
Ohio Infantry, was captured near Dalton,
Georgia, in 1864, and was confined at Ander-
sonville prison until the close of the war. He
died at Annapolis, Maryland, in the spring of
1865. Seven years later his widow became
the wife of James L. Faweett.

Mr. Clinton W. Faweett was born at Kalida
in Putnam County, Ohio, February 21, 1875.
From his parents he received a good home and
encouragement to make the best of his talents,

but for the most i:>art his career is an achieve-
ment expressive of his own determined pur-
pose and effort. He attended the common
schools in Putnam County and before reach-
ing his majority became a teacher. He taught
several years in the schools of Putnam County
and in the meantime had enrolled as a student
in the Ohio Northern University at Ada,
where he specialized in science and in law.
He completed the scientific course in 1896,
and in 1904 graduated in law. In December,
1904, he was admitted to practice at Columbus.
As a lawyer he began his professional career

at Continental, Ohio, in 1905, but on Janu-
ary 1, 1908, removed to Ottawa, which has
since been his home and professional head-
quarters. Mr. Faweett is a man of broad edu-
cation and in a few years had earned a rank
among the leaders of the county bar. He has
been quite active in democratic politics and
formerly served as clerk of tlie board of dep-
uty state supervisors' of elections in Putnam
County. While teaching school in Perry

Township he served as township clerk four

years.

In 1908 Mr. Faweett married Martha E.

Weible. Mrs. Faweett was born at Dupont,
Ohio, November 3rd, 1885, received a com-
mon school education in the local schools of

the comity and later attended Miami Univer-

sity at Oxford, Ohio. For five years before

her marriage she was a teacher in the schools

at Continental, Ohio. She is a daughter of

George C. and Nancy A. (Snell) Weible, and
her paternal grandparents were Henry and
JMary (Will) Weible of Delphos, Ohio, while

her maternal grandparents were Albert and
jMartha (Van Horn) Snell. Mr. and Mrs.
Faweett have five children : Mary Evangeline,
Loretta Catherine, Ralph Monroe, George
Clinton and Anna Josephine. Mrs. Faweett
and family are members of the Catholic

Church at Ottawa, Ohio. She is also a mem-
ber of the Catholic Ladies of Columbia and
takes an active part in all church and social

work.

Julius Jacob Bliss first identified himself
with the community of Bueyrus as an edu-
cator, and for a number of years was super-

intendent of the local school system. For the
past ten years he has been a banker and has
given much of his means and time to the pro-

motion of institutions intimately connected
with the welfare and culture of the city. He
is especially interested in the Bueyrus Public
Library, and has been a member of its board
of directors and secretary since the organiza-

tion of this institution.

Mr. Bliss is of an old and patriotic Ameri-
can family. He was born in Rusgell Town-
ship of Geauga County, Ohio, May 16, 1854.

When he was five years of age his parents
removed to Bainbridge in the same county,

and in that locality he grew to manhood.
His paternal ancestry goes back to the Ply-

moutli colonj' of Massachusetts, where the

first record of the family is found in 1636.

Three members of the Bliss family were
soldiers in the Revolijtionary war. Mr. Bliss's

grandfather, Col. Otis B. Bliss, was a soldier

in the IMexican war, and the father, Olney
Reuben Bliss, tried to get in the Civil

M-ar but was rejected on account of physical

incapacity. However, he was employed in

drilling militia for service. Julius J. Bliss

was too young when the Civil war was in

progress and was far past the age limit at the

time of the Spanish-American war. The
mother of Olney Reuben Bliss was a Potter,

and she was descended from Roger Williams,
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the founder of Rhode Island and Providence

plantations. Two of this line were also Revo-

lutionary soldiers. Olney Reuben Bliss mar-

ried Mahala J. McFarland. Her ancestor,

Duncan McFarland (from McFarland clan

near Loch Lomond j, settled in Cambridge,
ilassachusetts, as early as 1719, having im-

migrated from Scotland.

J. J. Bliss had the environment of a farmer

boy. He early began to look beyond the hori-

zon of a farm as the scene of his activities

and efforts, and his ambition caused him to

work hard for a higher education. Through
his own earnings as a farmer and as a teacher

in the common schools he paid the expenses

of his college course. He first attended Hiram
College and afterward Oberlin College, from
which he has the degrees A. B. and A. M.

After graduating from Oberlin in 1881 Mr.
Bliss became superintendent of the schools

of Kelleys Island one year. For 21/2 years

he was principal of the Bucyrus High School,

and from 1885 to 1895, a period of ten years,

was superintendent of the Crestline schools.

He then returned to Bucyrus in the capacitj-

of superintendent, and had active manage-
ment of the city schools for twelve years.

After giving up school work he entered the

Bucyrus City Bank, and is still with that in-

stitution.

Besides his work as a banker and educator

and his active influence in behalf of the Bucy-
rus Public Library, Mr. Bliss has heartily

identified himself with every movement for

the general uplift in the community.
Through his instrumentality the Y. M. C. A.
was established in Bucyrus, and for several

years he was its president. Mr. Bliss is a

man of literary tastes and pursuits, and has
written some prose and verse that have found
favor among many readers. Politically he is

independent and has exercised his originality

of thought in viewing all matters of public

discussion, including the present great

world's crisis. He is a past chancelor of the

Knights of Pythias. He is identified with the

PresbA-terian Church of fBucyrus.

On 'June 24, 1886, at Bucyrus, Mr. Bliss

married Ella May Fuhnnan. She is a daugh-
ter of Thomas and Adaline (Kirby) Fuhr-
man. She is a cousin of Gen. Miner Kirby
of Upper Sandusky. Mrs. Bliss is a foster

daughter of George and Mary (Fuhrman)
Donnenwirth, of Bucyrus. Her grandfather,
Sebastian Fuln-man, served as a soldier under
the great Napoleon. Mrs. Bliss is a graduate
of the Bucyrus High School and has taken
much part in social affairs in her home com-

munity, being a member of the Current
Events and New Era clubs. Three children

have been born to their marriage, and the

first died in infancy. The other two are:

Marion George and Mary Mahala.

Ashley H. Dirdam has been a druggist by
pi-ofession and business experience in Bowling
Green all his active life. He is a member of

and active head of the firm of Lincoln & Dir-

1am, whose store is a landmark in the commer-
cial district of Bowling Green and has come
to be a recognized institution of the city.

It stands at the corner of ]\Iain and Wooster
streets. More than forty years ago a Mr. Page
opened a stock of goods on that site and the

building has hovised a drug business ever since.

About thirty years ago Dr. J. C. Lincoln, one

of the best known citizens Bowling Green has

ever had, bought an interest with Mr. Page.

Doctor Lincoln was a thorough pharmacist

as well as an able physician and had much to

do with the building up of a successful patron-

age. Later Doctor Lincoln bought the entire

store and took in his son, J. H. Lincoln, as a

partner. This son had just left school. April

1, 1908, Doctor Lincoln retired and was suc-

ceeded in half ownership of the business by
Mr. Dirlam. Since then the firm has been

conducted as Lincoln & Dirlam, with Mr. Dir-

lam in active charge.

For twelve years before he acquired a part-

nership Mr. Dirlam had been employed as

a pharmacist and drug clerk with the firm,

and is thus thoroughly qualified for his active

participation in the business. Mr. Dirlam
was born in Ashland County, Ohio, October

16, 1876. He was still a young child when
brought to Bowling Green by his parents,

Alonzo and ]Mary (Porter) Dirlam. His par-

ents were both born in Ashland County and
were both of pioneer families of New England
stock. The grandfather, Jlartin Dirlam, was

the first wliite child born in Sullivan Town-
ship of Ashland County. He became a farmer

and he and his wife lived in Ashland County
until they died at a good old age. Hamilton
Porter, the maternal grandfather, was also an

early settler in Sullivan Township of Ashland
County and followed farming. For many
years he also acted as .jnstiee of the peace or

squire. Both the Porter and Dirlam families

stood very high in that section of Ohio.

After their marriage Alonzo Dirlam and
wife went to farming in their native township

and county and in 1883 came with their only

child to Bowling Green and bought a farm in

Center Township of Wood Coimty. On that
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farm they spent their remaining years. The
father died in 1907 at the age of sixty-two and
his wife had passed away ten years previously,

at the age of fifty-three. She was a member
of the Christian Church. The father was a
very strong republican and a member of the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in both
the Lodge and Encampment. Besides their

son Ashley they had an adopted daughter.
Dot, She is now the wife of Elisha Halley,

of Sugar Ridge, Wood County, and they have
two sons and three daughters.

Ashley H. Dirlam spent his early life on a

farm. He attended the public schools, the

high school at Bowling Green, and went di-

rectly from high school into the work of the
Lincoln drug store, which has been his busi-

ness home since early youth.
In Bowling Green in 1909 he married Miss

Carrie Leiiman. She was born in that city,

and went through the high school course there.

Her parents were Chris and Caroline (Kabig)
Lehman, her father a native of Germany and
her mother of Seneca County, Ohio. They
were married in Tiffin, where ilr. Lehman
learned his trade of butcher, and in August,
1871, located at Bowling Green, where he
spent the rest of his career as a butcher. He
died while still active in business in 1904. He
prospered in his business affairs and before
his death owned five substantial brick blocks

in Bowling Green, besides a large farm in

the country. His widow is still living, ilr.

and Mrs. Lehman were active members of the

Presbyterian Church, and that church is the

home of Mr. and Mrs. Dirlam in their religious

participation. Mr. Dirlam is affiliated with
the Lodge and Chapter of ^Masons at Bowling
Green and the Commandery at Fostoi-ia. He
also belongs to the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows and the Benevolent and Protective

Order of Elks and in polities' is a republican

Henry Francis Gr.vves. To build up a
substantial business may not be an impossible

outcome of many of man's industry, but to

so build that absolute worth is its inherent

part does not come within the scope of every
one's abilities, and again and again it has
been proved that a capable business man in

the general sense is by no means, therefore,

a wise or trustworthy banker. A peculiar line

of talent is required to successfully recognize

the financial problems that enter so largely

into the banking business and see the path
•whereby to solve them, and this involves finan-

cial experience, great business foresight, con-

servatism of policy, personality that invites

confidence and a deep and sure understand-
ing of the emotions that sway men 's motives.
So important are the banking interests to
the country at large and to every community
tluit tliey may be denominated foremost. One
of the leading bankers of Wyandot County is

found in Henry Francis Graves, who is pres-
ident of the Peoples Bank Company of Carey,
Ohio, and additionally is identified with many
other important enterprises which have been
developed through his encouragement and
support.

Henry Francis Graves was born in May,
1852, near Xenia iii Greene County, Ohio.
His parents were Noah H. and ilartha :M.

(Rinehart) Graves. The father's people came
from England at an early day and settled
first in Virginia and from there the family
came to the southern part of Ohio. In 1853
they moved to Findlay, Ohio. Noah F.
Graves was a stockraiser and shipper near
Findlay and died there on his farm in 1859.
His wife survived until 1916.

Of liis parents " three children, Henry Fran-
cis was the eldest and the death of his father
when he was only seven years of age inter-
rupted his schooling and brought hardship
to the little family. His mother continued
to live at Findlay, to which place the family
had moved, and there he sought odd jobs of
work after leaving school when twelve years
old. W^hen he was fifteen years of age he was
driving an express wagon and then secured
a position as salesman in the hardware store
of Kobb & Company at Findlay, where he
was a faithful worker for seven years. On
June 1, 1874, Mr. Graves came to Carey and
for seven more years he was a clerk in a hard-
ware store, but in 1881 he secured a clerical

position in the Peoples Bank, then owned by
D. Straw & Son, and thus commenced his

association with the bank which has continued
to the present day.

In 1890 Mr. Straw died and Mr. Graves,
who was then cashier of the bank, in partner-
ship with D. H. Straw, the son of the old

firm name, bought the bank, ]\Ir. Graves hav-
ing only a small interest, but in 1895 upon
the death of D. H. Straw, ilrs. D. H. Straw
and Mr. Graves took over the interest and
they continued to conduct it as a private bank
until 1902, when the business was incorpo-

rated, and ill'. Graves was elected president.

This is the oldest bank at Carey and is the
only one that does not pay interest on de-

posits. It does a general banking business
and is recognized to be one of the soundest
financial institutions in the state. Its capital,
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$40,000, is paid up, with surplus of $40,000,

and undivided profits of $15,000.

Mr. Graves iuis sliowu liis public spirit iu

many years. It is j^robable that the city owes
its tine muuicipal water system and other

utilities to his sugfjestious and encouragement.

In 1895 he was one of the prime movers in

securing the establishing of the Carey Electric

Telephone Company, which uow has 650 tele-

phones in operation, ilr. Graves is president

of this company. He also assisted iu establish-

ing the Natioual Electric Porcelain Company
here and is treasurer and a director of that

important enterprise, and is one of the prin-

cipal stockholders in the Carey Mill and Ele-

vator Company.
In 1882 Mr. Graves was married to Miss

Nora De Witt, who is a daughter of Joseph

De Witt, of Carey, Ohio. They are members
of the Lutheran Cliurch. Politically he is a

republican and at times he has served on the

city council, and always with good Judgment
and in the iuterest of the public. He is a

Thirty-S(M'ond decree Mason and has held all

the ofliccs in the local lodge of Odd Fellows.

Mr. Graves undrrstands how to put a visitor

at ease, fur lie has a cordial and i-ourteous

manner with a dignified ln'ariii^. He may be

classed with his community's selfMiiade men
and it is certain that he stands liigii in pulilic

esteem all over Wyandot County.

H. A. Keller. Among the public officials

of Crawford County, none have come more
rapidly to the front because of ability than

H. A. Krll.-^r. civil engineer and now serving

as coiinly siir\cy<:ir. He was born at Wathena,
Kansas, OctulMT :24, 1888. His parents are

Rev. Frederick and Anna (Lecrone) Keller.

Rev. Frederick Keller was born at Bellevue,

Ohio, and is a son of the venerable Rev. Eli

Keller, who is a veteran minister in the Ger-

man Reformed ministry, a Doctor of Divinity,

and an honored resident of AUentown, Penn-
sylvania, where he is bearing well the weight
of ninrty-twii years. Rev. Frederick Keller

attended Crsinas College, a German Re-
formed institution in Pennsylvania, and later

Heidelberg College at Tiffin, Ohio. He is well

known in many sections of the country, as he

has had charges in Kansas, Pennsylvania and
Ohio, and at present is pastor of St. John's
Church at Bucyrus. He is one of the promi-
nent members of the German Reformed clergy
and has acceptably filled his present pastorate
for the past seven years. At Tiffin, Ohio, he
was married to Anna Lecrone, a daughter of
Benjamin Lecrone, a native of Waynesboro,

Pennsylvania, and three children were born
to them : II. A. ; Ralph C, who is a machinist j

and one who is deceased.

H. A. Keller attended the public schools in

boyhood and completed his course with credit

and was graduated in 1908 from the high
school at Sharpsville, Pennsylvania. While
he was a satisfactory pupil iu every line, he
was especially proficient in mathematics and
after taking a course in higher mathematics
in the Ohio State University as preliminary,

he studied civil engineering and has had con-

siderable experience. In November, 1914, he
was elected county surveyor of Crawford
County and proved so acceptable that he was
re-elected in 1916. Mr. Keller has the reputa-

tion of being a hard worker and those who
have had occasion to do business with him
testify that he is well qualified for the im-

portant ofiice to which he has been twice
elected.

On June 10, 1917, Mr. Keller was united in

marriage with IMiss Ruth Elizabeth Ott,

whose father, George A. Ott, is well known at

Bucyrus in the rooting and contracting busi-

ness and formerly in the hardware line. ilrs.

Keller is a member of the English Lutheran
Church, and Mr. Keller of the German Re-
formed Church. Like his respected father,,

he is a staunch democrat and an earnest and
useful citizen. Both he and his father are

Masons of advanced degree, and he belongs

also to the Fraternal Order of Eagles.

Lapfer C. Poland. One of the stable busi-

ness men and representative citizens of Pauld-
ing County is found in Laffer C. Poland, who
is cashier of the Farmers and Citizens Bank
of Payne, Ohio, and financially interested in

other successful enterprises. Mr. Poland has
been a continuous resident of Payne for the

past seventeen years, but his birth took place

near Council Bluffs, Iowa, July 23, 1869,

where his parents were then sojourning. They
were natives of Ohio and the father was an
early settler in Tuscarawas County, where he

became a .successful general farmer. When
political issues resulted in war between the

states in 1861 he early offered his services to

President Lincoln, enlisting in that year in

the Fifty-first Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He
was a brave and gallant soldier at Lookout
Mountain and Chiekamauga and on tliree dif-

ferent occasions received serious wounds. He
belonged to the Grand Army of the Republic,,

and his death occurred at Uhrichsville, Tus-

carawas County, Ohio, May 19, 1917.

Laflfer C. Poland was the third born in his







HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO 2135

parents' family of six children, and he was
educated in the schools of Uhi-ichsville, when
seventeen years old becoming a telegraph

operator on the Cotton Belt Railroad in

Arkansas. He served three years with that

road and afterward for one year was with
the Batesville & Brinkley Railroad, also in

Arkansas, and was known as an expert opera-

tor of the key. In 1900 Mr. Poland turned his

attention in another direction an,d became a

partner in the firm of H. H. Roose & Com-
pany, in the grain and electric light business,

and remained with that concern for four

years, acting as manager, and retiring in 1904.

Mr. Poland has been identified w-itli the

Farmers and Citizens Bank fof sdiuc thirteen

years in the capacity of casliiiT and is also a

member of its board of dircrtors, tlie other

directors being: C. E. Ilymau, who is presi-

dent of the bank; and John Sullivan, Henry
Hyman, J. A. Woolard and F. E. Gideon, all

men of unblemished diarartcr and lii'^li liusi-

ncss rating. This liank is an old an. I stable

institution and wi.rks with a capital stock,

surplus and undivided pi'ofits of $54,000, and
paj's 4 per cent on time deposits and sav-

ings accounts.

In other directions ]Mr. Poland has exhib-

ited business acumen and sound judgment.
He was one of the organizers ancl incorpo-
rators in 1911 of the ^laumee Valley Land
Company, which deals in city real estate and
farm lands and which has proved a very
profitable business venture, having during its

existence of six vears transacted a business of

about $6,000,000.
'Sir. Poland was married in Tuscarawas

County, July 19, 1891, to Miss Cora J. Ran-
kin, who is a daughter of Thomas B. Rankin,
a well known citizen of New Philadelphia,
Ohio, and a member of an old Pennsylvania
family. Mr. and Mrs. Poland have three chil-

dren. Mary E., who was born August
19, 1895, is the wife of J. L. Howard,
bookkeeper for the Farmers and Citizens

Bank at Payne, Ohio. They have two chil-

dren: Hilda and David. Lela C, who was
born October 30, 1898, is a student in Western
College at Oxford, Ohio. Herbert R., who
was born February 24, 1904, is a pupil in the
Payne High School.

While IMr. Poland has never been very
active in politics, he is not au indifferent citi-

zen and has always been ready and willing to

lend a helpful influence when movements of
worth have been under consideration, and has
done his full share in benevolent work when
a need for the same has been apparent. He

is identified with Flat Rock Lodge, No. 580,
Free and Accepted Masons, of Payne, with
Paulding Chapter, No. 165, Royal Arch
Masons, of Paulding, Ohio, and "^with the
Council and Commandery at Van Wert, Ohio.
He is also a member of the Knights of Pythias.

BovpLiNG Green State Normal College.
The Ohio General Assembly made provision
for the establishment of two new state normal
schools in 1910. The commission appointed
by the governor selected Bowling Green as the
location for the Northwestern Ohio School.
The first board of trustees appointed by the
governor was organized June 30, 1911, and
on February 16, 1912, the trustees elected
as first president of the college Dr. Homer
B. Williams, who began his diities on Sep-
tember 1, 1913. Up to the present time about
half a million dollars have been appropriated
by the state for buildings and other improve-
ments. The college was opened in temporary
quarters September 15, 1914, with a faculty
of fifteen members. The initial enrollment
was LIS. and the total enrollment from Sep-
tember to .Tunc exceeded 300. In September,
1915, the faculty was increased to twenty-four
members.
The Normal College grounds are located in

the eastern part of Bowling Green at the end
of Court Street. The campus contains eighty-
two and a half acres, affording ample space
for agricultural experiments, scliool gardens
and nature study. An important feature of
the school is its farm, which serves as an ex-
perimental station in which students may be
instructed in practical and experimental
courses of agricidture and stock husbandry.
Tile buildinsfs now enmpleted and in use at
the lie-innino of tlie sebn.il year, 1917-18,
are the A.lniinistratien I'.nil. ling, the Central
Heatiiiy Plant, the North Dormitory and the
Science Building. The Administration Build-
ing contains the auditorium, with a seating
capacity of 1,000, gymnasium, and numerous
class rooms. The library is temporarily lo-

cated in the Administration Building. The
Science Building has every equipment and
laboratory facility for the teaching of agricul-
ture, science and industrial arts. The Dormi-
tory is for the women students. All the build-
ings are heated from a central plant. Re-
cently the state has appropriated $100,000-
for a modem Training School Building, now
in course of construction.

The function and scope of the Normal Col-
lege, as stated in the official college literature,

comprise the following courses: A one year
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professional course for college graduates, four

year coiirses leading to the Bachelor of Sci-

ence degree in education, which is the only

degree conferred by the college, though it also

grants diplomas in two-year courses in agricul-

ture, elementary education, rural 'education,

home economics, industrial arts and music.

The Training School of the college comprises

the first six grades and recently a kinder-

garten has been added. The entire city school

system of Bowling Green also affords oppor-

tunity for student teaching. Furthermore the

college maintains a summer school and has

provided an extension department.
Homer B. Williams, who has been president

of the State Normal College since it was or-

ganized, is a prominent Ohio educator. His
entire life has been devoted to educational af-

fairs and the crowning success of his career is

the Bowling Green Normal College. Since his

election as the first president he has concerned

himself with every detail, however minute,

in connection with the buildings and the prep-

aration of the school for its splendid work.

He served as advisor to the board of trustees

in drawing the plans for the buildings and
the laying out of the campus, and even looked

into such technical details as the color schemes
used in the decoration of the class rooms and
auditorium. The buildings, the grounds, the

work of every department bears the impress
of Doctor Williams' patient care and study.

Homer B. Williams was born on a farm
near Mount Ephraim, Ohio, in Noble County,

October 16, 1865, a son of John Baldridge

and Mary A. (Seerest) "Williams. He was
'educated in the local schools and began his

career as a teacher at the age of seventeen.

Subsequently he attended the Ohio Northern
University at Ada, from wliich he was gi'adu-

ated A. B". in 1891. He holds the degrees Ph.

B. and A. IM. from Baldwin-Wallace College,

granted in 1912; the Master of Arts degree

from Columbia University, awarded in 1914,

and in 1913 the Ohio Northern University

conferred upon him the Ph. D. degree and
he was similarly honored by Miami Univer-
sity in 1914.

Doctor Williams taught in rural and vil-

lage schools from 1885 to 1888, was super-

intendent of schools at Caldwell, Ohio, from
1888 to 1892, at Kenton from 1892 to 1894,
at Cambridge from 1894 to 1898, and from
1898 to 1913 was superintendent of the city

schools of Sandusky, a period of fifteen years.

He served as a member of the Board of Ohio
State School Examiners from 1904 to 1909,
and was president of the Ohio State Teachers

Association in 1912. For a number of years
he was active also in teachers institutes, and
during that service he came in contact with.

the teachers and schools of most of the coun-
ties of the state. Doctor Williams is a member
of the National Education Association, and
is active in Masonry, being a Royal Arch and
Knight Templar. He and his wife are mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
On June 12, 1890, he married Cora Belle

Brewer, who was born and reared near Marion,
Ohio. Of their children, the oldest Lloyd B.,

is a graduate from the agricultural depart-

ment of the Ohio State University and since

1912 has been a practical and scientific farmer
at Morral in Marion County. He married Miss
Sarah Laudensehleger, and they have a son,

Kenneth. John, the second son, aged twenty-
one, is a graduate of the Bowling Green High
School and he was a student in the Normal
College for one year. He is now (1917) a
member of the Third Ohio Hospital Unit.

Elbert H. is a junior in the Bowling Green
High School and Mary E., the youngest, is a

student in the Training School.

William A. Cook. Almost from the time
he gave up his books and school work Wil-
liam A. Cook has been identified with the

grocery and provision business at Bowling
Green. He now has one of the fine stores of

that kind in Wood County, located at 117
South ilain Street in Bowling Green. To
say that he is master of his business is to give

the highest form of praise, since no line of

mercantile enterprise requires better skill or

more careful attention than the buying and
selling of provisions. Such commodities are

with few exceptions "perishable goods" and
require most efficient handling both at the

buying and selling ends.

Mr. Cook has had experience in this line

for twenty-five years. For eleven years he
was a member of the firm Coen & Cook and
prior to that for about eighteen months had
been associated with Robert Fletcher. In

1912 Mr. Cook started in business for himself

and at his present location. He has had a

real store attractively arranged, stocked with

the best lines of groceries and provisions, and
has built up an organization capable of

rendering a prompt and careful service to

the large patronage. His store building is

22x100 feet.

Mr. Cook learned this branch of merchan-
dising as a clerk. He was born in Perrys-

burg. Ohio, March 18, 1871, and lived in that

locality until he was fourteen, when he came
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to Bowling Green with his parents, Asher and
Mary (Sweet) Cook. His father was born
in Ohio and his mother in Canada. They
were married in Ohio, in Wood County. The
grandfather, Lett Cook, was among the early

settlers of Wood ( 'niitity. He was in the livery

bnsiness ami siilis(M|uently served as sheriff

of the oouDly. Lett Cook was twice married.
His first wife, grandmother of William A.
Cook, died when her son Asher was a child.

Lett Cook spent his last years at Perrysburg.

His brother. Judge Asher Cook, was a very
prominent citizen of Perryslmrg and was fre-

quently honored in polities and in public af-

fairs. Asher Cook, Jr., and wife after their

marriage located at Perrysburg, where he be-

came a potash manufacturer. After removing
to Bowling Green he was in the transfer and
liack business, but is now living retired. He
and his wife have a comfortable home on
South Church Street in Bowling Green, and
are still active and vigorous, being about three

score and ten years of age. . They are members
of the ]\Iethodist Episcopal Church and he is

affiliated with the Knights of Pythias and is a

republican.

William A. Cook was one of a family of

four sons and three daughters, all living, all

married, and all have children except one.

Mr. W^illiam A. Cook was married in Bowling
Green to Jliss Ella Cramer. She was born
in Hancock County, Ohio, in 1874, and when
a small child came to Bowling Green with
her parents, Richard and Elizabeth (:\IcCaul-

ley") Cramer. Her father enlisted from Han-
cock County in the Twenty-first Ohio Volun-
teer Infantry and as a result of hardships
and wounds received while in the war his

life was materially shortened and he died in

1885, when a comparatively young man. His
widow is still living, at the age of seventy-

two, and has her home on Buttonwood Avenue
in Bowling Green. The Cramers were I\Ietho-

dists. Two children have been born to Mr.
and Mrs. Cook, R. Ray, born January 20,

1897, was graduated from the Bowling Green
High School in 1915 and is now a student
in the Ohio Wesleyan LTniversity at Delaware.
Through his vacations lie assists his father

in the store. Gertrude Helen, who was born
November 14, 1902, is still pursuing her
studies in the high school. Mr. Cook and
family are members of the Methodist Church.
Politically he is a republican and has always
shown a keen interest in local affairs. Fra-
ternally he is affiliated with the Lodge of

Masons, the Independent Order of Odd Fel-

lows and the Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks.

William G. Hubach, of the Hubach Brew-
ing Company of Tiffin, has spent his active

career in the brewing industry'. After a
thorough preparation in the technical as well

as practical phases of the business he entered

the establishment of his father at Tiffin and
has assumed increa.sing responsibilities until

he now devotes all h'is time to the superin-

teiidi'iicy (if this plant.

Mv. Iliiliiicli was born at Fort Wayne, In-

diana. I''cliriuiry 19, 1875, a son of Henry and
Emma {Rcyfuse) Hubach. The parents were
Ixitli natives of Germany. His father was
born January 27, 1843, and died June 16,

1915, and his mother was born in 1846 and
died in 1900. They were married in Cincin-

nati. Henry Hubach came to the United
States about 1866, locating in Philadelphia,

where he learned the brewing business. He
afterwards worked at his trade in Milwaukee
and Cincinnati, and at Fort Wayne he owned
a brewery. In 1877 he came to Tiffin and
bought tlic lirst brewery that made lager beer

on the western side of the Allegheny Moun-
tains. He acquired this brewing business

from Joseph Wagner. In 1903 the old plant

was completely torn down and a new one

erected at a large expense and with such

equipment and facilities as few breweries in

Ohio possess. The plant has a capacity of

25,000 barrels a year and practically all the

product is sold and distributed in Seneca

County. Henry Hubach and wife were active

members of the Second Reformed Church of

Tiffin. He was a democrat in politics and an

influential citizen. He had begun life poor

and had built up a large and flourishing busi-

ness. He and his wife had eight children and

the six now living are : Emma, wife of J. E.

Diemer, of Toledo; William G., superintend-

ent of the Hubach 's Brewery; Alma, wife of

A. Graf, a Cleveland brewer; Charles, who
is associated with his brother William in the

brewing business at Tififin as manager of the

plant; Selma and Alice, both unmarried and

still at home.

William G. Hubach was two years of age

when brought to Tiffin and grew up in that

city and after the high school he entered

Heidelberg College at Tiffin. He was gradu-

ated from tlie Tiffin Business College in 1895

and then took a course in the Wahl-Heinius

Brewing Institute at Chicago, where he studied
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and acquired a knowledge of the brewing art

in all its scientific as well as practical appli-

cation and returned home well qualified for

a position of usefulness in his father's busi-

ness.

In 1900 Mr. Hubach married Elizabeth

Mathias. She was born at Tiffin, daughter
of J. B. Mathias, a luiabermau of that city.

]\Irs. Hubach is a member of the Catholic

Church. He has fraternal affiliations with

the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks,

the Fraternal Order of Eagles, the Loyal
Order of Moose, the Improved Order of Red
Men, the German Benevolent Societ.v and the

German Alliance. Politically he is a democrat.

H.\ROLD K. MorsER, M. D., is one of the

capable physicians and surgeons of Northwest
Ohio, took up the same profession which his

father followed for many years, and since

1912 has been located at Maiioii, where more
and more liis time and sci'viccs are being re-

quired as a surgeon, ior wliiuh he has special

skill and abilitj'.

Doctor Mouser was lioru at LaRue, Ohio,

July 13, 1884, a son of Dr. Justus A. and
Sarah Eleanor (DeLong) ilouser. Dr. Justus
A. Blouser was born in Marion County, Ohio,

in 1832 and died May 22, 1898. His wife died
in 1908. They were married in Marion
Count.y. Doctor IMouser, Sr., was graduated
from the Ohio Wesleyan University at Dela-
ware with the degrees A. B. and A. il., and
did his work preparatory for his profession

in the Ohio Medical University at Cincinnati.

He l)('paii luaiticc at LaRue, looked after a
large clicntcic tlirre for many years until

1896, when he removed to Paulding County,
Ohio, and spent the rest of his days there. He
and his wife were both very active in the
Methodist Episcopal Church. He was a Ma-
son, having passed all the chairs in the ^ocal

lodge, and in politics was a prohibitionist.

He and his wife had nine children and the

six now living are Ambrose, Grant, Maude,
Howard, Roy and Harold K. Ambrose is a
physician at Latty, Ohio. Grant is now .judge

of the Common Pleas Court at Marion.
]\Iaude is the wife of William F. Kniffin, head
of the teleplione company at LaRue. Howard
is a traveling railway auditor with headquar-
ters at Portland, Oregon. Roy, now engaged
in the real estate business at Los Angeles,
California, is a college man, an excellent
writer, and was formerly editor of the Jeffer-

sonian at Los Angeles.
Harold K. IMouser received his earlv educa-

tion in his native village, graduating from the

LaRue High School in 1901. He then spent

one year in the Ohio Wesleyan University at

Delaware and subsequently completed the

pharmacy course in the Ohio Northern Uni-

versity at Ada. In 1907 he received his M. D.
degree from the Indiana University School of

^Medicine at Indianapolis, and following that

was for three years resident surgeon of the

hospital at Port Wayne, Indiana. Thus he

began practice at Marion with an unusual
equipment and experience for successful

work.
January 1, 1910. Doctor Mouser married

Miss Faye Strother. She was born in Pauld-
ing County, Ohio, a daughter of Clarence
Buckingham Strother. Her father was a

native of Van Wert, Ohio, and in early life

was a lumberman, later a merchant, and is

now connected with the Galion Iron Works
at Galion, Ohio.

Doctor IMouser and wife are members of the

Methodist Episcopal Church. He is a Knight
Templar and Scottish Rite Mason, a member
of the Knights of Pythias and of Lodge No.
32 of the Benevolent and Protective Order of

Elks. In politics he is a republican and his

professional affiliations are with the Marion
County IMedical Society, the Ohio State Med-
ical Society, the Ohio Clinical Society and the

American Medical Association. Doctor IMou-

ser was commissioned first lieutenant of the

Medical Reserve Corps June 24, 1917.

L. C. Feighner has been one of the success-

ful members of the Crawford County bar for

the past thirty-five years, and has given all

his time and efforts to the capable service of

his clientage with practically no participation

in politics or interruption due to official re-

sponsibilities.

IMr. Feighner was born in Crawford
County, Ohio, and is a son of John and Mar-
garet (Gratz) Feighner. Both the Feighner
and Gratz families were early settlers in Stark
County, Ohio, though both Mr. Feighner 's

parents were natives of Pennsylvania, his

father having been born in 1820. They went
as .young people to Stark County. The pater-

nal grandfather, George Feighner, also a na-

tive of Pennsylvania, first settled in Stark
County and afterwards went to Crawford
County, where he died. He was both a

farmer and a cooper. The maternal grand-
father, Jacob Gratz, moved from his native

state of Pennsylvania to Stark County and
spent his life there as a mill proprietor and
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farmer. John and Margaret Feighner after*

their marriage in Stark County moved to

Crawford County and he took up some land
from the Government and acquired other

tracts by purcliase. He was in very comfort-

able circumstances at the time of his death.

In early life he had learned the trade of

cooper at Canton and he worked at the trade

and used the means to clear up and develop

his farm. His wife was active in the United
Brethren Church while he was a German Re-
formed member. He was affiliated with the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows and in

politics a republican. Of their nine children

three are still living: Sarah, wife of Peter

Keifer, a farmer and carpenter in Crawford
County ; James, a farmer near Poplar, Ohio

;

and L. C. Feighner.
L. C. Feiglmer grew up on liis father's

farm, completed his education in Heidelberg
College at Tiffin, where he graduated in 1879.

Coming to Bucyrus he diligently applied him-

self to the study of law under S. R. Harris,

and since his admission to the bar in 1882 has

been in a general practice and always by him-

self. He has had a large volume of litigation

in all the courts of the state and also a num-
ber of cases before the Federal tribunals.

In 1882 Mr. Feighner married Elizabeth

Duncan. She was horn in Crawford County,

daughter of Washington and Eliza (Gibson)

Duncan. Her father was one of the early

farmers of Crawford County, taking up land

from the Government and spending the rest

of his life there. Jlr. and Mrs. Feighner, who
have no children, are memV)ers of the Pres-

byterian Church. Politically lie is aligned

with the republican party.

Frederick H. Prieur. The business career

of Frederick H. Prieur of Bowling Green has

been characterized bv a remarkable degree

of business enterprise. He is proprietor of

a large general hardware establishment at

Bowling Green, and carries a stock selected

with special care and with diie consideration

of all the possible needs and demands of his

trade, which is drawn from a country in a

radius of many miles around Bowling Green.

Practically everything in the way of general

hardware is found in his store and he also

carries many of tlie standard farm implements,

farm tools, harness and many special lines.

His store is located at 161-163 South Main
Street and is housed in a building 50x110
feet. j\Ir. Prieur bought and took charge of

this business in December, 1909.

Besides his success as a merchant Mr. Prieur
has a reputation all over Northwest Ohio and
Southern Michigan as one of the best versed
men in the management and breeding of

horses, and is regarded as a competent author-
ity on the grades, breeds and quality of prac-

tically every animal that deserves the name
of a horse.

Prior to locating at Bowling Green he was
for many years a successful business man
in Saginaw County, Michigan. He went to

Chesaning in that county in 1879, and for

twenty-seven years conducted a clothing store

but gradually enlarged it until it was prac-

tically a department store. In later years Mr.
Prieur has acquired extensive interests in real

estate and in oil lands in the South. He has
been practically engaged in l)usiness affairs

since he was sixteen years of age.

He is of old and distinguished French ances-

trj- on both sides. He was born in Montreal,

Canada, September 2, 1860. His grandfather,

Antoine Prieur, was born in France, where
the Prieurs furnished brave soldiers and men
of leadership in political affairs. Antoine and
others came to America, locating at ^Montreal,

where he married IMiss Peaeor, also of French
stock, and some of her ancestors were of royal

blood and people of wealth and attainments.

Antoine and wife spent the rest of their years
on a farm at Montreal. He died in October,

1871, during the same week as the Chicago
fire. His widow survived him several years.

Their eight sons all grew to stalwart man-
hood, and most of them died when past eighty

years of age. As a family of children they
became generally well to do.

Joseph Prieur, father of Frederick H., next
to the youngest of the family, was born in

1830 and died in 1906. He was married in

Canada to Josephine E. Abare. Her mother
was of the French Premo family, connected

closely with the nobility of France. Jos?ph
Prieur followed farming and also was a lum-
berman. His wife died in jMarch, 1904, at the

age of seventy-nine.

Frederick H. Prieur grew up in Montreal,

learned the French language as his vernacular,

and was educated in the French schools of

IMontreal. His parents were French Catho-
lics. He and his brothers were the only mem-
bers of the family to come to the United
States. In 1879 they went to Saginaw, Mich-
igan, but Joseph subsequently returned to

Canada and is now living in the northern part
of the Dominion. He is married and has a
family.
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In 1885 Frederick H. Prieur was married

in Saginaw City on the 7th day of July to

Miss Jennie Bennett. Mrs. Prieur was also

a native of Montreal, where she was born
March 19, 1865. Her grandfather, Hon. T.

H. Bennett, was a political leader of great

brilliance and power in Canada and long a

member of the Canadian Parliament at Ot-

tawa. He spent his life in Glengarry, Canada,
but became well known all over his Province.

He married a Scotch Presbyterian woman and
both were active members of the Presbyterian

Church. A history of the Hon. Mr. Bennett
shows that he exercised his brilliant powers
effectively to promote the best interests of

his country and left a name that will always

be cherished by his descendants. ^Mrs. Prieur 's

father was Joseph Bennett, the oldest son of

his father. He spent an active career in the

grocery trade until sixty years of age, much
of the time in I\Iichigan. He died at Saginaw
December 24, 1909, at the age of eighty-four.

The maiden name of his wife was Adelaide
DeVeaux, oldest daughter of Joseph DeVeaux,
a native of France. Joseph DeVeaux had
come to Canada and for many years was a

hotel proprietor. I\Iiss Jennie Bennett was
five years old when she accompanied her par-
ents in 1870 to Saginaw City, where she grew
up and was educated. She attended the gram-
mar and high schools, graduating from the
latter with the class of 1884. She possessed

many beautiful and happy qiialities of heart

and mind and was an exemplary mother and
wife. Her death occin-red at her home in

Bowling Green November 6, 1915, when fifty

years of age. She was an active member of

the Presbyterian Church and her children

were reared in the same faith. Mr. Prieur
has since married a sister of his first wife,

Clara G. Bennett, who was born, reared and
educated at Saginaw, Michigan. Mr. Prieur
is himself a member of the Catholic Church.
He and his wife had nine children. Arthur

H., who was born ilay 14, 1886, was well

educated in IMichigan and is now assistant

manager of his father's large store at Bowling
Green. He married Lina McKnight, who was
born at Troy, Ohio, July 18, 1887, and was
educated in Brownsville, Tennessee, and at

Bowling Green. Her parents, Joseph and
Cora (Douglass) ^McKnight now lives at Bowl-
ing Green. Arthur Prieur and wife had a
son, Arthur E., who died September 29, 1916,
at the age of fourteen months.

Adelaide Prieur, the second child, was born
May 25, 1887, was educated in Saginaw, and

• is now the wife of "William Page Ruth of

Bowling Green. They have a daughter, Elza-

betta. The next three children died in in-

fancy, George at his birth on February 22,

1888, Clara, in early infancy, and Fred M.
at the age of twenty-two months. Clarence
Bennett had finished the public school course
and was entering iipon a promising young
manhood when at the age of eighteen, on June
4, 1916, he lost his life through an accident.

Marjorie E., aged seventeen, is now a student
of music at St. Mary's Academy at Monroe,
Michigan. Catherine, who was born in March,
1902, is attending the public schools, and
Freda E., born May 17, 1905, is also in the
local schools. Arthur H., the oldest son, is

affiliated with the Knights of Pythias at Bowl-
ing Green.

J. Cliff Wetherill, ]M. D. Special quali-

ties of mind and character are called for by
certain conditions in order that the best in

an individual be brought forth. While all

men may be born equal, circumstances, sur-

roundings and aids or disadvantages caiise a
difference to develop which marks the distinc-

tion between a man of affairs and the one
who never rises above the ranks of the me-
diocre. By many it is argued that in the
smaller cities men have a better chance to

reach a more perfect personal development
than in the great centers of population, where
individuality is cramped and finds expression
rather in masses than singly. The man in the
smaller community comes into close touch
with his associates, realizes the crying needs
of his fellow-men, and feels for each one a

more or less personal regard that urges him
onward to exert himself for the common weal.

In this connection, one who forms a part of
this kind of desirable citizen.sbip at Weston
is J. Cliff Wetherill. M. D., one of the leading

members of the Hood County fraternity and
a man who has always taken a keen and help-

ful interest in civic affairs.

Doctor Wetherill was born at Beaverdam,
Allen County, Ohio, February 18, 1884, and
is a son of Dr. Ira R. and Susan (Lattimore)
Wetherill. He comes of an old and honored
English family, the name being well known
in Lincolnshire, from whence John R. Weth-
erill, the grandfather of the doctor, came to

the United States in 1809. Pie made the jour-

ney by sailing vessel, the trip across the At-

lantic consuming some three months, and after

landing in this country located first in Penn-
sylvania. Subsequently he removed to iladi-
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son County, Ohio, and then to Hardin County,
in the same state, and there continued to be
engaged in agricultural pursuits during the
remainder of his life, his death occurring when
he was eighty-nine years of age. He was a
sturdy, intelligent man, full of energy and
ambition a:;d a citizen of sterling rectitude
of eharactt'r. While residing in Pennsylvania
he was married to Catherine Glooyd, who was
born in I'ennsylvania and died in Hardin
County in middle life, about 1864. Of their

fourteen children, eleven grew to maturity
and nearly all had families, and the three who
are still living are all married.

Dr. Ira R. Wetherill, father of Dr. J. Cliff

Wetherill, was one of the younger children of

his parents, and was born in 1855, in Madison
County, Ohio. In his youth he became inter-

ested in the study of medicine and after his

preliminary education was completed in the
public schools he entered the College of Physi-
cians and Surgeons at Baltimore, JIaryland,

from which he was duly graduated with his

degree. Returning at once to Ohio, he com-
menced practice among the people of Beaver-
dam, but later removed to Bluffton, Ohio, and
there completed his busy and eminently use-

ful career as a medical practitioner, his death
occurring in 1892, when he was in the neigh-

borhood of sixty years of age. Doctor Weth-
erill was widely known in Wood, and other
counties as a man of superior attainments,

and wherever his labors were prosecuted he
was held in the greatest confidence and affec-

tion. He was married in Hardin County to

]\Iiss Susan Lattimore, who was born in 1855
or 1856 in Ohio, of Virginia ancestry, and
died at Bluffton, in 1904. She was a devout
member of the Methodist Church, a faithful

wife and devoted mother, and a woman of

noble character who spread sunshine among
those with wliom her lot was laid. She and
Doctor Wetherill were the parents of three

sous: Webb, who was a mounted policeman
at San Francisco, California, at the time of

the great earthquake and fire ; Ova, of Bluff-

ton, Ohio, the widow of Roy Ewing, and the

mother of six children : Paul, Ruby. JIary.

William, Ellen and Hannah ; and J. Cliff, of

this notice.

J. Cliff Wetherill attended the public schools

of Beaverdam, following wliich he enrolled as

a student at the Central ilennonite College,

Bluffton, and was graduated therefrom with
the class of 1907. He then entered Starling

College at Columbus (now a part of the Uni-
versity of Ohio), and in 1909 was graduated

with his degree and at once came to Weston,
where he has since been in the enjoyment of

a constantly growing clientele. In addition
to a large private practice he has other duties
of an important character to take care of,

being examiner for a number of insurance
companies and other concerns and local sur-

geon for the C. H. D. & 0. Railroad. He is

a valued member of the Wood County iledi-

cal Society, the Ohio State Medical \Society
and the Northwest Ohio Medical Society, and
in every possible way keeps fully abreast of

the various advancements constantly being
made in his profession. Among his fellow-

practitioners he has gained an enviable place,

and the confidence in which he is held by the
public in general is something that comes
seldom to so young a profcssimuil man. Fra-
ternally he is affiliated with Winston Lodge
No. 521, Free and Accepted :\las()iis, of which
he is treasurer, and his political belief makes
him a supporter of the principles of the re-

publican party.

Doctor Wetherill was married in Hancock
County, Ohio, to Bertha Battels, who was born
in that county in 1885, and there reared and
educated in the public schools, a daughter
of Edward and Matilda (Popple) Battels,

natives of Ohio, the former of New England
ancestry and the latter of Irish descent. They
were married in Hancock County, where they
secured and improved a valuable farming
property, and were active agriculturists until

1915, in which year they retired to Bluffton,

where they still reside in the enjo.yment of

the rewards of well-ordered lives. Mr. Battels
is a democrat. They have five children : Joliti,

Henry, Bertha and Lewis, who are married;
and Harley, single. Doctor and Mrs. Weth-
erill are the parents of one son : Robert E.,

born August 22, 1903, and now a student at

the Weston High School. The members of
the Wetherill family Ijelong to the Presbyte-
rian Church.

^Michael Waddell, secretary of the Home
Building, Savings & Loan Company of Ma-
rion, has been a sturdy factor in the business
and official life of Clarion Count.y for many
.vears. He is an unselfish and public spirited

citizen and no insignificant part of his per-

sonal record is what he has clone for institu-

tions and movements that express the higher
life and ideals of the community.

Mr. Waddell represents one of the oldest

families of Marion County. His grandfather,
John W^addell. was born near the Ohio River
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at what was then Wheeling, Virginia, now
West Virginia. In March, 1821, he arrived
in this section of Ohio and bought a tract of

Government land. This land afforded him the
opportunity for many years of hard work in

clearing, cultivating and improving and he
continued a resident of Mapion County until

his death.

Michael Waddell was born on a farm in

Marion County May 2, 1853, son of Samuel
and Catherine (Jacoby) Waddell. Both par-
ents were natives of Marion County, the

mother being a daughter of Michael Jacoby.
Samuel Waddell was born in 1827 and died
in 1909. His wife was born in 1835 and died
in 1882. They were married in ]\Iarion

County, and he spent his active career as a
farmer. At one time he served as a county
commissioner and was a democrat in politics.

Both he and his wife were active members of

the Methodist Episcopal Church. By his mar-
riage to Catherine Jacoby he had eleven chil-

dren, eight of whom are living: Jlichael;

Hiram, a farmer at Burlingame, Kansas;
Henry, who has a farm near Olathe, Kansas;
Margaret, wife of John Schaffuer, a farmer
near Delaware, Ohio; William, who is sales

manager of New York City for the Clarion

Steam Shovel Company; Wesley, a farmer at

Pawnee, Nebraska ; Bertha, wife of Joseph
Cheney, a traveling man with home at Ma-
rion ; and Walter, who is an oil operator liv-

ing in Greenwood, Missouri. Samuel Wad-
dell married for his second wife Grace Faust,
and the one child of that marriage is Samuel,
Jr., in the brick business at Columbus, Ohio.

Jlichael Waddell had his education in that
familiar American institution, the little red
schoolhouse. He early broke away from his

farm environments, taiight school for some
years, and on coming to Marion he was local

agent in JIarion and Wyandot counties for

the Ohio Farmers Insurance Company. He
built up a large business for that company,
riding horseback over the two counties in both
winter and summer.

It was his large acquaintance thus formed
with the people of the rural as well as the
town districts that made him the popular can-
didate for clerk of courts in 1894. He was
elected and served two terms, until 1900. ^Ir.

Waddell left his office in the courthouse to

become secretary of the Home Building, Sav-
ings & Loan Company, which had been organ-
ized in 1898. This company has an authorized
capital of .1;2.000.000 and its present assets are
$1,724,000. To the upbuilding and manage-

ment of the company's affairs Mr. Waddell
has given most of his time and attention for
the past seventeen years.

He has long enjoyed a place of leadership
in the democratic party of Marion County.
He is president of the Marion County Chil-

dren's Home, and has been on the board of

trustees continuously for fifteen years since

the home was organized.

In 1879 Mr. Waddell married Mary Rupp.
She was born in Marion County, daughter of

George W. Rupp, a native of Lanca-ster, Penn-
sylvania. Mrs. WaddeU, who was a member
of the ]Methodist Episcopal Church, died in

1886, leaving two children. George Earl, the
son, was formerly in the grocery business at

Clarion but is now living on his mother's old

homestead. Bessie, the daughter, is the wife
of Dr. C. H. Weisman, a physician at Spo-
kane, Washington.

In 1887 Mr. Waddell married Nettie Redd.
She is a native of Marion Count}', daughter
of P. 0. Redd, a farmer. By this marriage
there are three children : Roy H., who is with
his father in the building and loan company;
and Helen C. and Donna, both at home. Mr.
and Mrs. Waddell take an active part in the

^lethodist Episcopal Church. He is a promi-
nent Mason and Knight of Pythias. His
Masonic affiliations are with all the bodies of

the York and with the Scottish Rite up to

and including the thirty-second degree, and
also with the Mystic Shrine. He has passed

the chairs of the Lodge, Council, Chapter and
Knights Templar Commandery and has also

filled the various offices in tlie Knights of

Pythias and lias been representative to the

Grand Lodge.

Chauncey C. Underwood. Wood County
has no better known citizen than Chauncey C.

Underwood, member of a prominent pioneer

family and now subsequently interested in a

grocery business with his son at Bowling
Green. Aside from his interests and activities

as a business man Mr. Underwood is widely

known for his social and genial qualities and
his effective philanthropy. His name is spoken
with the respect it deserves throughout the

length and breadth of the county. At one

time he was nominee for county commissioner,

and though on the minority ticket was beaten

by only a few votes.

He and his son now conduct a model grocery

establishment at 151 East AVooster Street.

Their .store is twenty-four l)y ninetv-six feet

and is stocked with staple provisions of all
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kinds. Mr. Underwood has been in business

at that location for fourteen years. He and
his son Irvin are engaged in business together.

His son has been a grocery clerk and has de-

veloped a .skill as a buyer in the grocery line

second to none in Northwest Ohio. This firm

has a notable record of having discounted
every bill since the day they opened their

store.

Mr. Chauneey C. Underwood came to Bow-
ling Green from the farm on February 22,

1898. A few days later he enlisted for service

in the Spanish-American war in Company H
of the Second Ohio Volunteer Infanti-y. He
served as a private until the close of his term
and was mustered out at ]\Iaeon, Georgia. He
then returned to Bowling Green and followed

different occupations until he went into the

grocery business on April 11, 1903.

Mr. Underwood was born on the banks of

Mahoning River in the county of that name
April 13, 1856. When he was two years of

age he was brought to Wood County by his

parents, William and Jane (Russell) Under-
wood. His father was born in Ohio and his

mother in Pennsylvania. Jane Russell was
brought to Wood County by her father, Joseph
Russell, when this section was a wilderness

peopled with Indians and wild animals. The
Russells lived in a log cabin, and one of the

good farms of the county was cleared up by
the efforts of Joseph Russell. He died here
at the age of fifty-five and his widow survived
him until seventy-five.

William Underwood and wife were married
in Mahoning County, though she was reared
in Wood County. In 1858 they came to Wood
County and made their home in Center Town-
ship. This was still a somewhat backward
section of Ohio and there were many log cabin
homes, the Underwoods also having an abode
bf that type. It was situated on the banks
of Portage River in the midst of the heavy
timber. William Ihiderwood had the industry
and the vigor required of the pioneer who
makes a home in such surroundings. Much
of the land in that early day was a swamp
covered with water, and owing to the heavy
growth of timber the sunlight seldom reached
the ground. From the modern standpoint the

clearing up of such land means a terrible

economic waste. But there was no other re-

course in those days, since there was no market
for timber and the farmers had to have space
in which to cultivate their crops. Much of

the forest around the old Underwood home was
of big black walnut and of immense poplar

trees, many of which were sixty feet from
the ground to the first limb. There was also

considerable elm, maple and some beech.
It is recalled that William Underwood

joined some of his neighbors in a volunteer
effort to improve the quality of the early high-
ways through the timber. The ground l)eing

swampy and constantly in the shadow of the
trees, the roads were almost impassible the
greater part of the year. He and his neigh-
bors therefore undertook to cut down all the
trees on the south side of the road for a dis-

tance of three and a half miles and about
four rods wide. Thus the sun was allowed
entranci' and fxeept in the wet seasons the
roads wfi-.- (Ii-y ,iHd it was possible to navigate
a wagdii ami tram over them.
The career of William Underwood was cut

short by a comparatively early death at the
age of fifty-five. During a storm he had been
injured and the resulting pleurisy brought
about his death. His widow survived him
and passed away at the old home in 1886.
They were well known and highly respected
people and conscientious Christians. He was
a republican and a man of considerable influ-

ence in local politics. He served as township
trustee and in other offices. Two of their

children, Frank and Edith, died in childhood.

The daughter Effie died after her marriage,
leaving no children. Five are .still living.

Herbert is a farmer in Center Township, is

married and has a family. The next in age is

Chauneey C. Ella is the wife of Charles Mer-
genthaler, a retired jewelry merchant at Fos-
toria, Ohio. Nora, widow of John Smith, is

living in Cleveland, and is manager and half
owner in a tile and mantle manufacturing
concern. Ada is the wife of Dr. R. Cobb, a
successful physician of Toledo, and they have
one son.

Chauneey C. Underwood was married in

Wood County to Ella Wyant, who was born
in Seneca County, Ohio, at the Village of
Kansas. February 27, 1861. She was reared
and edui-atfd in Wood ( *ounty, and has been
with her husliand side by side in the work of
establisliing a home and rearing and training
their children. Of their children the oldest

is Irvin C, who for the past fourteen y§ars
has been associated with his father in the
grocery business. He finished his education
in the Bowling Green High School. He mar-
ried for his first wife May Glancy, who died
when her only child, Gerald, was two years old.

This grandson, Gerald, now lives with Mr.
and Mrs. Underwood. Irvin C. married for
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his second wife Eunice Lowrey, of Michigan,

and they have two children, Helen I. and
Geraldine. Clarence, the second son of Mr.
and Mrs. Underwood, is in the insurance busi-

ness' at Columbus, Ohio. He married Laura
Banks. Gertrude, who was educated in the

local high school, is the wife of Andrew Teller,

a salesman and broker in stocks and bonds
living at Cleveland. Mr. and Mrs. Under-
wood are members of the Methodist Church,

and the children affiliate with the same denom-
ination. Politically he is a republican.

Simeon Gillis. As soldier, county official,

a business man and citizen, Simeon Gillis has

lived up to the most exacting standards of

responsibility and faithfulness to duty during
his long career. His home is in Bryan, where
for a number of yeare he has represented the

Continental Insurance Company and other

companies, and his family were among the

pioneer makers of Williams County.
His birth occurred near Iberia, then in

Richland, but now in Morrow County, Ohio,

May 2, 1842. His parents were William and
Jane (McClaren) Gillis, the former a native

of Ohio and the latter of Ireland. His mother
was of Scotch ancestry, her forefathers hav-

ing gone to Ireland with William of Orange
during the latter part of the sixteenth cen-

tury. She always boasted that her ancestors

had retained their Scotch blood in all its

purity despite their residence in Ireland.

The Gillis family has been resident in Ohio
for more than a century, in fact since Ohio
was part of the Northwest Territory. The
paternal grandparents of Mr. Gillis were born
in Maryland and came to Ohio in the spinng

of 1800. William Gillis, his father, was born
near Annapolis, in what was then Harrison
but is now Jefferson County, Ohio, May 11,

1813. When nineteen years of age he moved
to Richland County with the family of his

widowed mother and settled in Congress
Township, in what is now Morrow County.
There he assisted his brothers in clearing up
the farm acquired by their mother. Having
had only three months of schooling William
Gillis was in every practical sense a self-edu-

cated man.
On December 24, 1835, he was married in

Richland County to ]\Iiss Jane McClaren. Her
parents, James and Jeanette (McClain) Mc-
Claren, arrived in Richland County about the

same time as the Gillis family. From Rich-
land County in October. 1845", William Gillis

removed to Williams County, reaching that

section on the 27th of October. His first

location was eighty acres of land, covered
with dense woods, in Florence Township. He
spent about nine years there 'clearing and cid-

tivating his land, but in 1S54 sold out and
bovight 160 acres in section 11 of the same
township. The unsettled and undeveloped
condition of Williams County at that time
is well illustrated by the fact that in order
to reach his new purchase Mr. Gillis had to

cut a byroad through the woods. He and his

family arrived and took possession in the

early spring of 1855. That farm, the fifth to

be cleared by his sturdy arm, was ever after-

ward his home. While distinguished by a
sturdy application of his energies to his pri-

vate affairs and the development of a success-

ful farm property, William Gillis was none
the less a leading citizen in evei-y community
where he lived. The respect and esteem of

his fellow citizens were paid him in generous
measure, and in public affairs he took a pa-
triotic interest and to the best of his means
and ability aided all projects that had in

view the best interests of the communitj'. In
politics he was strongly anti-slavery, though
never a radical abolitionist. He was suc-

cessively allied with the libei-ty, the freesoil

and the republican parties. He was also a
militant Christian, and he and his wife as

Presbyterians became charter members of the

Eagle Creek Presbyterian Church, organized

at the home of Robert Ogle in Superior Town-
ship. William Gillis died April 30, 1889, at

the age of seventy-six, while his wife passed
away in 1903. ."

They had children that did them honor.

Martha E. was one of the early schoolteachers

of Williams County, and died unmarried at

the age of twenty-six. Rebecca ilcC. in early

womanhood performed a feat as a weaver
which possibly has never been equaled ; on a

hand loom with an ordinary hand shuttle she

wove in one day twenty-two yards of linsey,

a cloth with cotton chain and wool yarn fill-

ing ; she afterward became the wife of Samuel
A. Young, a soldier of the Civil war and a
farmer of Northwest Township, both now
being deceased. Eliza J. married John W.
Van Fossen, a soldier of the Civil war. The
next in order of age is jMr. Simeon Gillis.

James F. had a notable military record. En-
listing in September, 1862, in Company K
of the Sixty-eighth Ohio Infantry, he went
directly to the front, served through the

early campaigns of the regiment up to ]\Iay

16, 1863, and then through loss of health
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being incapacitated for further duty in the
army he was detailed nurse in the tield hospi-
tal at Champion Hill battlefield. Only a few
nurses were assigned to care for the hun-
dreds of injured, and he had to labor twenty
hours out of every twenty-four until he was
completely exhausted at the abandoning of
the hospital. He and otliers left at the hospi-
tal were taken prisoners by the enemy, but
he was paroled and sent North, where he died
one year after the date of his enlistment.
William M., the next of the family, was a
school teacher, farmer and carpenter, and
died in 1877, at the age of thirty-one. Mary,
a teacher and milliner, married Benjamin S.

Carpenter, who died some years ago, and she
is now a resident of Montpelier in Williams
County. Alexander C, who followed school
teaching and farming, now resides at Orland,
Indiana. Rhoda L., a former teacher, mar-
ried Edward L. Brooks, who' was one of the
pioneers of Northeastern Nebraska, was suc-

cessful as a farmer, merchant and banker, and
died suddenly in 1913; after his death his

wife returned to Williams County and is now
living at Montpelier. Sarah, the youngest
of the familj-, died at the age of eight years.

It was Sy^ years after the birth of Simeon
Gillis that the family came into Williams
County. His early years were spent on his

father's farm in Florence Township, and his

developing strength had full practice in as-

sisting to clear up the farm of eighty acres.

Every passing year lends a heightened ap-
preciation of the services of those brave and
faithful men who went through the struggles

of the early '60s to preserve the Union. It

is therefore consistent to give record in this

publication to ]\Ir. Gillis' past service as a
soldier. October 22, 1861, he enlisted as a

private in Company K of the Sixty-eighth.

Ohio Infantry. He was not yet twenty years
of age. He had a sturdy physique developed
by work on the farm, and went into the army
with such education as was supplied by the

pioneer schools of his day and a course in a

commercial college at Flint, Michigan. The
regiment first encamped at Napoleon, Ohio,

and later at Camp Chase, where he was as-

signed to guard duty over the Confederate
prisoners. He also took part in the drilling

exercises and other preparations for the cam-
paigns to follow. Early in the spring of 1862,

on the Sunday previous to the battle of Fort
Donelson, his regiment entrained for Cincin-

nati, then took passage on a steamboat and
the following Friday morning debarked and

took its position in line with the army sur-
rounding I'ort Donelson. The regiment faith-
fully performed its duty in the line until the
surremlcr on the Sunday morning following.
The regiment next marched across the coun-
try to Metal Landing on the Tennessee River,
embarked on a steamboat and arriving at
Crump's Landing became a part of General
Lew Wallace's division on the battlefield of
Pittsburg Landing or Shiloh. During the
great battle that followed on the days of
April 6th and 7th the regiment was detailed to
guard the division property at Camp Crump
and Camp Cramp No. 2, close enough to hear
and realize the horrors of that sanguinary
struggle, without the excitement of actual
participation. In the siege of Corinth the
Sixty-eighth Regiment was on the exti-eme
right of the line and performed its full share
of work in building roads and entrenchments.
Following the evacuation the regiment
marched to Bolivar, Tennessee, and spent the
summer engaged in guarding the railroads
from Jackson to Grand Junction. The regi-
ment was present and took part in the battle
of Metamora, Tennessee, and were highly
complimented in general orders by the divi-
sion commander. General Hulbert. Starting
from LaGrange, Tennessee, November 28,

1862, the regiment took part m General
Grant's winter campaign to reach the rear
of the Confederate works at Vicksburg. How-
ever, the supplies being cut in the rear, after
the regiment had reached Water Valley, the
project was abandoned and the army re-

treated to Memphis, where it arrived January
19, 1863, and remained until February 20,
1863. When the regiment, with the Army
of the Tennessee, embarked on steamers to
join the army encamped just above Vicks-
burg, Mr. Gillis and his comrades had their
share in constructing the famous canal by
which General Grant expected to reach the
high ground south of Vicksburg. April 23,

1863, with the rest of the army, the regiment
began to march around Vicksburg, crossing
the swamps, bayous and swollen streams, and
on May 1st crossed the Mississippi River at
Bruinsburg, Louisiana, and following a
forced march arrived at the battlefield while
the engagement of Thompson's Hill was in

progress. Then followed the battles of Ray-
mond and Jackson and the battle of Cham-
pion Hill. Champion Hill was the end of the
military career of Mr. Gillis. Early in the
day he was wounded, a ball piercing his left

leg and necessitating amputation below the
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knee. From shortly afternoon until sun-

down he lay on the battlefield before being

conveyed to the field hospital, and on JMay

26th iie was taken prisoner. Released June
24th, he remained at the hospital in Memphis
until December, 1863.

Thus for two years Mr. Gillis accepted

every hazard and fortune of the brave and
efficient soldier, and came home with an hon-

orable record that will always be cherished

by his descendants. In the fall of 1866 Mr.
Gillis was nominated on the republican ticket

for auditor of Williams County. He was
elected, and in 1868 re-elected and again in

1871. Altogether he served six years and
eight months, and for one year following was
deputy in the office.

Retiring from his official duties, he spent

two years after 1875 in the sawmill and lum-
ber business. Associated with Hon. C. A.

Bowersox and A. W. Killits, they then bought
the Bryan Press and for a number of years

he was influentially and actively identified

with that prominent Williams Coimty paper.

The firm afterward became Gillis & Ogle, and
after several years ilr. Gillis became sole

proprietor of the Press. He sold it in 1889,

and definitely retired from the newspaper
business. For the past quarter of a century

he has been engaged in the insurance field,

and he has also served as pension attorney

at Bryan.
For nearly forty years he enjoyed the com-

panionship of a devoted wife, and in his de-

clining years he may take a full mea.sure of

comfort in the character and attainments of

his worthy children. On July 7, 1870, he

married ]\Iiss ]\Iyra Ball, daughter of Thomas
and Phoebe (Wright) Ball. Her parents were
early settlers in Williams County, locating

there in 184.5. Mr. Gillis died October 20,

1909. She was the mother of four children.

Ethel, who after fourteen years of a success-

ful business career became the wife of J\[r,

Frank Dorsey, and is now devoting her ener-

gies to the domestic duties of her home at

Perth Amboy, New Jersey, and is the mother
of a son, Frank G. Faie, a former school

teacher, is the wife of Omar L. Spangler, a

manufacturer and jobber of candies and con-

fectionery; they have two children, Helen
and Harlan G. Harlan W., who spent some
years in the building and superintendence
of telephone plants, is now superintendent of

the cost, stock and statistical department of

the Dodge Transmision Company of Misha-
waka, Indiana. Donna is the wife of Hugh

E. McCurdy, a life insurance agent and ex-

pert bookkeeper at Toledo; they have one
child, a daughter, Ardis.

Mrs. Gillis was for many years a successful

teacher in tlie common schools of Williams
County and for two years in the graded
schools of Greensburg, Indiana. After her
marriage she was intensely devoted to the

welfare of her home and children. Jlr. Gillis

is an active member of the Grand Army of

the Republic, and he and his children worship
in tlie Presbyterian Church.

Frederick Edward Whitker lias been a

factor in the business life of Bowling Green
for many years, though he is still in the pos-

session of youth and has the promise of many
years of activity and usefulness before him.

He is a president of the Royce & Coon Grain
Company and handles a number of other in-

terests in which his wife's father, the late

Albert E. Royce, was prominent.
The Grain Company, which was organized

sixteen years ago, is a corporation and is the

outgrowth of a business started years ago on

a small scale by Albert E. Royce, who sub-

sequently became associated with Mr. J. J.

Coon of Toledo in the grain business. Mr.
Wliitker has been president of the Grain
Company for the last two years. L. A. Tre-

panier, of Dunbridge, is the vice president,

and C. S. Young, of Bowling Green, is .sec-

retary and treasurer. The company is in-

corporated with a capital of $75,000. It is

one of the largest general grain and elevator

companies in Northwest Ohio. They have in

operation ten elevators, all within a short

radius of Bowling Green. Three are in Bow-
ling Green, one at Tontogany, one at Custar,

one at Townwood, one at Portage, one at

Sugar Ridge, one at Dunbridge and one at

Dowling. These elevators concentrate and
handle much of the grain raised in this fine

farming section of Ohio. The company also

are dealers in hay and straw on a wholesale

scale.

Mr. Whitker was formerly connected with

the Commercial Bank of Bowling Green, which
was established by the firm of Royce, Smith

& Coon as a private institution, Mr. Royce
was the first president of the Commercial
Bank and Mr. Smith the first cashier. All

the older partners are now deceased, ilr. Royce
having died in 1914, Mr. Coon about ten years

ago, and Mr. Smith has been dead about

twenty years.

Mr. Whitker was born in Wood County
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about forty-nine years ago. He grew up and
received his education in the public schools

of the county. His father is John H. Whitker,
also a native of Wood County and of Hanover
German ancestors. His father came to Wood
County in early days, bought and improved
a farm in Troy Township, and there he and
his wife spent their last years. John H.
Whitker grew up as a farm boy and was mar-
ried at Toledo to Elizabeth ilatzinger, who
was born in Switzerland and came as a child

to this country with her parents. She grew
up in Toledo, and after their marriage Mr.
and Mrs. Whitker located at Weston in Wood
County and became successful farmers. About
five years ago they retired to Weston, where
Mr. Whitker is now living at the age of seven-

ty-four. He is a democrat and has been quite

active in local affairs. He and his wife are

members of the Presbyterian Church but they
were reai'ed and confirmed as Lutherans.

Frederick E. Whitker spent his early life

in and near Weston. Between the ages of

eighteen and twenty-five he worked as clerk

in a store there, and then removed to Bowling
Green and took up the grocery trade, which
he followed successfully until he became iden-

tified with the grain company.
He married Miss ]\Iaude Royee, who was

born in Bowling Green November 29, 1871.

She attended the high school and also the

Oxford Woman's College. Mr. and Jlrs.

Whitker have one son, Roj'ce A., aged nine-

teen, a graduate of the Bowling Green High
School and now attending Boulder Univer-
sity of Boulder, Colorado. Mr. Whitker is

affiliated with Wood County Lodge No. 112,

Free and Accepted Masons, Lodge No. 818
of the Benevolent and Protective Order of

Elks, and Lodge No. 626 of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows at Bowling Green. He
and his wife are active members of the Pres-

byterian Church.

Chakles F. Plumb, cashier of the First

National Bank of Upper Sandusky, became an
employe of that institution when a young
man and has steadily climbed the ladder of

prosperity and business influence and is one
of the men upon whom Upper Sandusky re-

lies for efficient work both in commercial and
civic affairs. His sterling integrity and splen-

did strength of character have for almost a

quarter of a century marked the policies of

this powerful and conservative bank.
Mr. Plumb was born in Upper Sandusky

September 17, 1857, a son of Thomas and

Christiana (McCallum) Plumb. His father,
who was a landscape gardener and contractor,
was born in Lincolnshire, England, a district
that has produced many successful gardeners
and landscape artists. When a young man he
came to America and located at Upper San-
dusky in 1848. His brother Valentine had
come to this part of Ohio a few years previ-
ously. Valentine was a California forty-niner,
had .some success in the gold fields of the far
West, and finally returned East to Council
Bluffs, Iowa, where he bought real estate and
lived until his death. Thomas Plumb spent
his first six years in Ohio working as a farm
hand, and then invested his modest savings
in forty acres seven miles southwest of Upper
Sandusky. He farmed there until the winter
of 1863-64, when he enlisted in the One Hun-
dred and Forty-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infan-
try and sei-ved loyally in behalf of his adopted
country until the close of the war. On return-
ing home he moved to Upper Sandusky and
entered the contracting business. He subse-
quently sold his farm and did contracting and
landscape gardening until his death in 1900.
He was a man of decided convictions in pol-

itics and always a loyal republican.

Mr. Charles P. Plumli, who had only one
brother. Frank, who died in infancy, secured
his early educatidn in tln' public schools of

Ui)p.T Samliisky. Ur Icfi school at the age
of twi'iity lull aftiTwanls siicnt one term in

Eastman's Business (dllci;,' at Ponrrhkccpsie,

New York. In tlir mranl imc he lui,l wdi'ked

for his father iluiaiie- the sutiiiiirr srasdiis,

attending school largely in tlie winter. After
his return from the eastern school he spent a
short time as clerk in a drygoods store,, and
in 1879 entei-ed the employ of the First Na-
tional Bank as collection clerk. He was pro-
moted to bookkeeper and from that was given
the cashiership. and has looked after the cus-

tomers and the Imsiness of the bank now for

thirty years. He is one of its stockholders
and (lircftniN and tlie bank has alwavs re-

ceive] lii. lu.si rr..v^^^ an,] al.ilitv.

In ls!il Air. I'liniil. married" Florence E.
Demarest, daughter of Simeon and Sarah
(Terry) Demarest. Her people were pioneers

in Wyandot County and her father made the
first survey of the Town of Upper Sanduslr^'.

I\Ir. Demarest was a farmer and was also

noted for his ability as a scientist, having a

natural knack in that line.

Mr. Plumb served as a member of the city

council of Upper Sandusky from 1903 to 1910.

He was elected on a republican ticket, though
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the city is normally democratic. He served

on the street and sewers committee, and dur-

ing his term most of the permanent improve-

ments in those lines were made in Upper
Sandusky. Mr. Plumb is a member of the

board of trustees of the First Presbyterian

Church, and is affiliated with Lodge No. 186,

Free and Accepted Masons, at Upper San-

dusky and the Knights of Pj-thias.

F. V. Murphy, M. D., a competent phy-

sician with a widely extended practice over

Marion County, is one of the younger men in

his profession, and his substantial position is

a tribute to his energetic abilities.

Doctor Murphy wa.s bora in Marion, Ohio,

November 6, 1887, a son of D. W. and Cathe-

rine (Brennen) Murphy. He is of Irish stock

on both sides. His paternal grandfather,

John Murphy, was a native of Ireland, and
on coming to Ohio acquired a farm near Ma-
rion, where he spent his active career. The
maternal grandfather, Dennis Brennen, .spent

all his life as an Irish farmer. Doctor Mur-
phy's parents are now living retired at

Marion. His father was born in Fairfield

County, Ohio, and his mother in Ireland.

They were married in Delaware County, Ohio,

and D. W. Murphy for a number of years was
engaged in the real estate business. He served

as president of the ]\Iariou council and under
Governor Cox was a special bank examiner

for the liquidation of .state banks. Recently

he was a candidate for the office of county

commissioner. He is a prosperous man,
though starting life poor. In politics he is a

democrat, a member of the Knights of Colum-
tus, the Benevolent and Protective Order of

Elks and with his family worships in the

Catholic Church. Of their six children four

are living: Doctor Murphy; Agnes, wife of

Harry Hesberger, connected with a clothing

store at Marion ; Mary, unmarried and living

at home ; and Harold, attending school.

Doctor Murphy was given exceptional ad-

vantages for training and qualifications for

his profession He attended the Marion High
School, the "West Virginia University at Mor-
gantown, and in 1914 he completed the course

of the medical department of the Ohio State

University at Columbus. He also had addi-

tional training in the Chicago Policlinic and
the Boston General Hospital in Masachusetts.

Doctor jMurphy began practice at Marion in

the fall of 1913, and for the past three years

has been the physician in charge of the local

infirmaiy. He is a member in high standing

of the County and State Medical societies and
the American Medical Association and gives

all his time and resources to his chosen call-

ing. He is a member of the Phi Rho Sigma
medical fraternity, the Knights of Columbus
and the Benevolent and Protective Order of

Elks, and with his family is a Catholic. Po-
litically he is a democrat.

Doctor Murphy married October 30, 1916,

Miss ilargaret Kirehner, who was born at

Marion, daughter of Martin Kirehner, a re-

tired merchant. They have one child, Daniel
I\Iartin ilurphy, born July 23, 1917.

George B. Fulton, present clerk of courts

of Wood County, was well and favorably

known in business and civic affairs at North
Baltimore prior to his election to his present

office and removal to Bowling Green. He
still has large business interests at North Bal-

timore, and his official connections and his

character have made him one of the best known
citizens of the entire county.

Mr. Fulton was first elected clerk of courts

in 1914 and was re-elected in 1916. He is a
republican and has long been affiliated with

that party. It has been Mr. Fulton's object,

which he has successfully carried out, to main-
tain the efficiency of his office at the highest

standard and the books and records are al-

ways iu a condition where they invite inspec-

tion and secure proper appreciation.

In North Baltimore Mr. Fulton was elected

city clerk in 1903, and in 1905 became mayor
of the city, an office in which he was re-elected

in 1907, and was again chosen in 1913. He
resigned as mayor to enter upon his present

duties as clerk of courts. As a republican

Mr. Fulton has served as a member of the

Central and Executive Committees.
He was born in North Lawrence in Stark

County, Ohio, February 22, 1870. He was
reared in Stark County, attended the public

schools, and in 1890 graduated from Duff's

Business College at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania.

Later he studied pharmacy in the Ohio North-
ern LTniversity at Ada and was licensed and
registered as a pharmacist by the Ohio State

Board. For a time Mr. Fulton was in the

drug business at ]\Iassillon, but in 1898 he

removed to North Baltimore and took the man-
agement of Doctor Summers' drug store in

that city. From the drug business Mr. Ful-

ton became an ice and coal dealer, and in

1914, having sold out his other interests, he

erected one of the largest and best equipped
garages in the entire county at North Balti-
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more. This garage was under his personal
management and supervision until.1915, when,
on account of his added responsibilities as

clerk of courts, he sold a half interest to J.

W. Beckett. The firm now enjoy a large
business, and besides operating a garage and
repair shop they handle the Ford, Dodge and
Studebaker cars.

Mr. Fulton is of Scotch-Irish ancestry and
his people were Pennsylvauians originally. His
grandfather was born in Scotland and his

grandmother in Ireland, and on coming to

the United States they married in Pennsyl-
vania. Later they moved to the frontier in

Stark County, Ohio, and went through all

the experiences of pioneers, living in log cabins
and enduring the privations and hardships of

the time. The product of their efforts was
a good home, cut out of the wilderne-ss, and
in that they spent their last years. Both were
active members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. One of the sons in their large family
was Benjamin Fulton, who was born in Stark
County in 1822 and grew up as a farmer. His
influence was not confined to his immediate
locality or to his farm and home, and he was
widely known in polities. From the beginning
of the party he was one of the strongest sup-
porters of republican principles. His asso-

ciates always credited him with having helped
to make the career of the late William Mc-
Kinley. He was largely instrumental in se-

curing the nomination of Mr. McKinley for

the office of prosecuting attorney of Stark
County. This nomination undoubtedly opened
up the career of j\Iajor McKinley to a higher
distinction, and it was the first important
civil office he had held. Throughout the rest

of his life Benjamin Fulton was one of Mr.
McKinley 's warmest admirers and was com-
mitted to his friendship and support through
all his increasing political fortunes. Benja-
min Fulton died in Stark County in 1892.

He was a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. He was married at Ashland. Ohio,

to Esther L. Smith, who was born in Ashland
County in 1824. Possessing an excellent edu-
cation, she taught school for several years be-

fore her marriage and she proved unusually
successful in the management of her children

and her home. She 'was a leader among tli.^

women of her county in temperance work and
was always devoted to her church, the Metho-
dist Episcopal. This good woman passed away
in 1901. She was the mother of seven chil-

dren, five daughters and two sous. Two of

the daughters died in earlv life and all the

rest grew up and married. Those still living

are : Samuel W., a machinist by trade, living
at Canton, Ohio, and is married and has seven
soHS; Etta is the wife of A. J. Kittinger of
Cleveland, and they have a family of three
sons and two daughters; Eva is the wife of
Robert McCracken, a printer living at Walla
Walla, Washington, and they have one
daughter.

George B. Fulton, the youngest of his par-
ents' children, was married in Stark County
to Luella B. Landrock. She was born in Canal
Fulton, Ohio, secured a high school education
and had taught for some time before her mar-
riage. Mr. and Mrs. Fulton are both active

church people, his wife a member of the Re-
formed Church, while he remains loyal to the
faith of his ancestors, the Methodist. He is ac-

tively identified with Lodge No. 232 of the
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, also

with the Knights of Pythias and the Wood-
men of the World. In the Woodmen of the

World he served as head consul of the State
of Ohio from April, 1915, to April, 1917.

J. D. Mercer has long been an active busi-

ness man in Wood County, has extensive farm
interests, and is also vice president of the
Commercial Bank and Savings Company of
Bowling Green.

It was more than fourscore years ago that
the Mercer family was established in the wilds
of Wood County. The family history goes
back to his grandfather, William Mercer, who
was born in Lancaster Count}', Pennsylvania,
May 13, 1775, of Pennsylvania parentage. On
November 8, 1798, he married Charity Pettit.

She was born in the same county June 11,

1781, a daughter of Daniel and Martha Pettit,

both of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. The
Pettits removed \yith their family to Colum-
biana County, Ohio, about 100 years ago and
settled there in the midst of the wilderness,

securing land direct from the Government.
They had many interesting experiences as

pioneers, and in the course of time they had
fulfilled their duties and obligations, had made
for themselves financial independence, and
passed away at ripe ages. Daniel Pettit died
in 1831, at the age of eighty-seven, and his

wife in 1827, at the age of seventy-six.

After their marriage W^illiam Jlercer and
wife lived in Columbiana County for a num-
ber of .years. In 1834 they removed with
wagons and teams into the wilderness of Wood
County, where William Mercer secured some
Government land in Liberty Township. That
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land in the course of years underwent many
developments and became one of the fine farms
of that vicinity. William jMercer died about

five years after coming to Wood County* on

March 2, 1839. His widow .survived until

February 2, 1855. They had a large family

of thirteen children, named IMartha, Mary
Ann, George, William, John, Daniel Beulah,

Caleb, Charity, Lucretia, Abraham, Ellis and
Charles. All of these are now deceased.

Charles Mercer, the youngest of the family,

w^as born in Columbiana County April 22,

1826, and was eight years of age when he came
with the family to Liberty Township in Wood
County. He grew up there, and obtained most
of his education in the Portage schools. Hav-
ing inherited part of the old homestead, he
proved himself an industrious farmer and a

man of capable business judgment and in the

course of time had an extensive acreage under
his control. In 1888 he retired to Bowling
Green and lived thei-e until his death about
1890. He was a well known citizen, was a
republican in polities, and was a member and
liberal giver to the Church of Christ.

Charles j\Iercer was married in Wood
County in 1855 to Jane ]\Iominee, who was
born in Lucas County, Ohio, February 28,

1840, and is now living, at the age of seventy-

seven, witli her daughter Mrs. Rudolph in

Bowling Green. She represents one of the

oldest families established in the wilderness

of the ]\Iiddle West around the Great Lakes.

Her parents were Anthony and Angeline (De-
mars) Mominee. Her grandfather, Louis
Mominee, was born in Quebec, Canada, in

1740. In 1759 he joined a colony of French-
men at an old settlement south of Detroit, at

Monroe, in what is now the State of Michigan.
It was then merely one of the far outposts

of the old French regime jn Canada. Louis
Mominee married at Jlonroe Leahr Freedom.
These parents had twenty-two children. Of
them, Anthony, father of Mrs. Mercer, was
the twentieth in age and was born January
15, 1785, in Monroe County, ^lichigan. He
enlisted from Michigan and served during the

War of 1812, and at one time was captured
and held a prisoner by the Indians. He died
July 5, 1854. He was first married in 1817,
to Margaret Duso by whom he had two chil-

dren. On June 4, 1821, he married Angeline
Demars, mother of Mrs. Charles Mercer.

Charles Mercer and wife had six children.

Three died in childhood, named Nora, Hiram,
and Hamilton. Of those living F. M. Mercer
is a retired farmer of Bowling Green, is mar-

ried and has a son and daughter. The second
is J. D. Mercer. Ellen Etta is the wife of

J. H. Rudolph, a former county trea.surer of

Wood County, living at Bowling Green.

J. D. Mercer was born in Liberty Town-
ship of Wood County, attended the public

schools there and also the city school of

Bowling Green. His early environment was a

farm, and he began farming as his first inde-

pendent vocation. Subsequently for eight

years he was a lumber dealer at Rudolph.
About five years ago Mr. Mercer removed to

Bowling Green, but .still retains his interests

as a farmer. His home is at 410 South Main
Street, where a number of years ago he erected

a beautiful home. Politically his actions are

as a republican and he has served as township
treasurer and in other local offices. He is a

Lodge and Chapter ilason.

Mr. fiercer was married in Rudolph to Miss
Rebecca L. Aller. She was born in Geauga
County, Ohio, and was a small child when
brought to Wood County by her parents,

Zacheus and Lucy (Martin) Aller. Her par-

ents spent the rest of their years in Wood
County and her father died when not much
past middle age. Mr. and Mrs. jMercer have
four children : Lorenzo D. is a college graduate

and is now cashier of the Commercial Bank
and Savings Company of Bowling Green. He
married Zula Forest and they have a daughter,

Mary Jane, now three years old. Ina is a

graduate of the Bowling Green High School,

was a student in Oberlin, and is the wife of

Grant ilcQuawn, who is connected with the

Heinz pickle factory at Bowling Green. Hazel,

who is still at home, is a graduate of the

high school, of Bethany College and of the

Wisconsin State University at Madison.

Galen, the youngest of the family, is a student

in the Bowling Green High School. The fam-
ily are all active members of the Church of

Christ, of which Mr. Mercer is a trustee.

Francis Edwin Philbrick. Among the

merchants of Upper Sandusky Francis Edwin
Philbrick has one of the largest and best fitted

establishments in the grocery line. The up-

building of this business is a notable distinc-

tion, since it was undertaken when he was
past sixty years of age and after his early won
competence had been swept away. Mr. Phil-

brick has steadily prospered and has gained

the unqualified esteem of a large community.
This business is conducted as F. E. Philbrick

& Son.

Mr. Philbrick was born at Royalton in Fair-
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field County, Ohio, September 10, 1848. He
is of English stock on his father's side, and
a sou of I-i''rauois Gideou and Hauuah (Mc-
Dowell) rhilbric'k. His father was born on a
farm near Bangor, Maine, in 1820 aud in

his native state learned the trade of carriage
aud wagoninaker. For a short time he was
in the South at New Orleans, and on coming
North he located at Lancaster, Ohio, worked
at his trade four years, and then moved to

Royalton, Ohio, where with his savings he
opened a shop of his own. In 1843 he mar-
ried Hauuah McDowell, a young Scotch-
woman, aud of a family of pioneers in Fair-
tield County. They were married at Lancaster
and they spent the rest of their lives at Royal-
ton.

Francis E. Philbrick, who Wiis the si-roud

of nine children, four of whom iiiv still li\iiijj:,

grew up at Royalton aud aciiuircil Iin iduea-
tion in the local village schools. In ibti'2, when
he was fourteen years of age, liis father joined
the Niutieth Ohio Volunteers as drmu major,
aud the boy then had to become self support-
ing. He began work on neighboriug farms
as a hired man at fifty cents a day for three

summers, aud during the winters spent three

mouths in the village schools. After his father
returned from the war the son joined him in

the shop and learned carriage and wagon
painting. At the age of seventeen he too had
tried to join the army, but was unable to gain
his parents' consent. He remained in the shop
with his father until he was thirty yeai-s of

age, and then took up tenant farming.
In 1873 Mr. Philbrick married Althea S.

"Williamson, daughter of I. N. and Elizabeth

(Peters) Williamson. After his marriage Mr.
Philbrick farmed three years, and then came
to Wyandot County and located on a farm in

Crane Township, which he farmed as a tenant
for eleven years. In 1894 Mr. Philbrick had
his first experience as a gi-ocery merchant
when he bought the store in Upper Sandusky
on South Eighth Street from John McAffe.
He continued in business there for thirteen

years, then sold out aud went to his mother-
in-law's farm near Royalton, Ohio, where he
remained five years.

In 1913 Mr. Philbrick returned to ITpper

Sandusky and at the age of sixty-five started

his business career all over again in order to

provide for his family. This is an age when
most men are ready to give up their active

responsibilities, but he showed his courage
and enterprise and has since gained a notable

success. When he resumed business in Upper

Sandusky it was as a retailer of bread, selling
from a wagon from door to door. He soon
had a large trade, netting him four dollars a
day, and after a year he sold his busine.ss at
a profit and bought the grocery of Finkle &
Lowrey at the corner of Wyandot Avenue aud
Seventh Street. This business he has con-
ducted with a growing trade and has made it

one of the best in the town.
Mr. and Mrs. Philbrick had the following

children: Mark, who was born in 1874 and
died in 1888 ; Nellie Blanche, born in 1881 aud
died in 1910 ; and Ralph Waldo, born Novem-
ber 6, 1883, and is now as.sociated with his
father in the store. Ralph W. married in
June, 1905, Hazel Stewart, daughter of Jo-
seph and Diantha Stewart. They have three
children: Mildred Diautha, bom February
4. 1907; Nellie Lucile, born February 10,
1908 ; and Maurice Stewart, born January 17,
1914.

Mr. Philbrick has steadily affiliated with
the republican party since casting his first

vote. He is a member of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows aud the National Union
and belongs to the First Methodist Church.

W. J. ScHWENCK was thrown on his own
resources when a boy of twelve years, earned
and paid for his education, and with hard
work as the keynote of his career has reached
a position where he is not only a good lawyer
but one of the mast successful in the Craw-
ford County bar.

'Sir. Schwenek was born on a farm in
Holmes Township of Crawford County, Ohio,
October 18, 1874. His grandfather, J. G.
Schwenek, was a farmer aud came from Ger-
many to Ohio in 1829. W. J. Schwenek is a
son of Hieronemus and Anna JI. (Zimmer)
Schwenek. The father was born in Germany
October 17, 1817, and was twelve years of age
when brought to America The mother was
born in Baden, the same district as her hus-
band, on December 18, 1827, and came to this

country at the age of eight years. They were
married in Ohio, aud the father died in 1887
and the mother on September 21st of that
year. The father spent his active career as

a farmer and was granted a fair degree of
prosperity. He was a democrat and he and
his wife were members of the German Luth-
eran Church. They had eight children, but
only three are now living: Samuel, a retired

resident of St. Marys, Ohio ; J. C, in the lum-
ber business at Jonesboro. Ohio; aud W. J.

W. J. Schwenek was about thirteen vears
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of age when his parents died and from that

time forward he chose to be dependent upon
his own efforts. Out of his earnings he paid

his tuition and keep while in the Ohio North-
ern University, where he was graduated in the

seientific course in 1898. The following two
years he spent in the Ohio State University

Law School, and by crowding three years'

work into two years graduated LL. B. in 1900.

Mr. Schwenck for a time was in practice with
Charles F. Schaber, but is now alone.

His political career ha.s been in the demo-
cratic party. He served as city solicitor fi'om

1902 until 1906. While in that ofSce he in-

troduced the new code, and that brought him
a great deal of deserved popularity. He was
also clerk of the board of elections for eight

months and put in operation the first com-
pulsory primarj' law in Ohio. In 1910 Mr.
Schwenck was elected prosecuting attorney

of Crawford County and filled that office four

years, two terms. Later he was an aspirant

for the nomination for attorney general of

the state. While prosecuting attorney he had
two murder trials, and secured convictions in

both, one for manslaughter and the other for

murder in the first degree.

June 9, 1909, 'Sir. Schwenck married ^liss

Ruth France. She was born at Findlay, Ohio,

daughter of William France, a machinist by
trade who is now living at Bucyrus at the age
of eighty-eight years. ^Ir. and ^Irs. Schwenck
are members of the German Lutheran Church.
He has long been active in the Fraternal Or-
der of Eagles, served as worthy president in

1905 and is again occupying that official dig-

nity in the order.

John W. McC.vrron, one of the successful

lawyers of the Northwest Ohio bar, has been
a resident of Crawford County for the past

seventeen years and has enjoyed a large busi-

ness and a place of influence in both Galiou
and Bucyrus.

Mr. McCarron was born in Richland
County, Ohio, February 12, 1874. He is of

Scotch-Irish ancestry. James McCarron came
to Ohio from New Jerse.y, which was probably
the state of his birth, and was a pioneer settler

in Columbiana County, moving from there to

Fredericktown in Knox County. There he
spent his active career as a brick manufac-
turer. Grandfather James ]\IcCarron at the
age of fifty years married Jane Baker. She
lived to be eighty-five and died in Ashland
County. James McCarron and wife were

active members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church.

Frederick McCarron, father of the Bucyrus
lawyer, was born in Columbiana County and
spent the greater part of his life as a farmer.
His home for many years has been near Fred-
ericktown in Knox County. In politics he is

a democrat. He married in Richland County,
Priscilla Hunter. She was born in 1848 and
died in Knox County March 10, 1908. Her
grandfather, James Hunter, was a soldier

in the War of 1812 and was the son of a Revo-
lutionary patriot. Her parents were Ben-
jamin and Sarah (Jump) Hunter. Frederick
-McCarron and wife had five children.

Of these John W. grew up in Knox County,
and acquired a liberal education. He attended
the Ohio Normal, now the Ohio Northern Uni-
versity at Ada, and paid part of his expenses
while there by teaching. He was admitted
to the bar in June, 1893. Before coming to

Crawford County Mr. McCarron practiced

six yeai'S at Mount Vernon in Knox County.
Moving to Gallon he was soon recognized as

a coming man in his profession and enjoyed
a large practice. He also maintained office

at Bucyrus and since 1913 has had his home
in that city. Mr. JlcCarron is a democrat in

polities, is an active member of the Knights
of Pythias, the Maccabees and the Indepen-
dent Order of Foresters and with his family
worships in the First Presbyterian Church.

Mr. McCarron married Julia Menges. She
is a native of Sandusky County, Ohio, daugh-
ter of Jacob and Julia (Streeker) Menges.
Her parents were natives of Germany, coming
to this country when young and for many
years have lived at Crestline, Ohio. For fifty

years Mr. Menges was an instructor of the

piano. He had the talent typical of the Ger-
man people and was an expert in technique
and a splendid instructor. Jlrs. McCarron,
who was the only daughter of four children,

inherited her father's talent and has always
been prominent in musical circles. She was
two years of age when her parents removed
to Crestline and she grew up there and re-

ceived her education in the local schools, ilr.

and jMrs. McCarron have two children, Ruth
M. and Robert F., the former a student in

high school and the latter attending the grade
schools.

John C. Berg, present superintendent of

the Paulding County public schools, has given

the best vears of his life to schools and educa-
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tional matters. He is a man of fine scholar-

ship, and ranks among the leading educators

of Northwest Ohio.

He was born in Paulding Countj* October

20, 1882, a son of A. and Martha (Buyer)
Berg. His father, a native of Germany, came
alone to America in 1845 and being poor and
without influence or experience worked sev-

eral years as a section hand during the con-

struction of the Wabash Railway. He then

bought some land, lived on it three years, and
afterward moved to the small farm which he

owned and operated the rest of his life. He
was a republican and a member of the Chi-is-

tian Church. John C. was the youngest of

the five children, two of whom survive.

]slv. Ik'rg rciiiained at home with his father

until the lattci-'s death and in the meantime
acquired an I'lliiiMtiou in the local schools.

He made tin- Ix'st uf his opportunities, and in

the intervals of teaching acquired a liberal

education. He took a scientific course in the

Ohio Northern l^niversity at Ada, subse-

quently pradnated from Lima College, and
in 1914 I'eccivi'il aiidtlier diploma from the

Ohio State riiiversity. For thirteen years

Mr. Berg was t<Meliiiij;- in the graded seliools

of the county and in 1!I14 was el.'cted U< his

present office as superinlemlent. lli' has lieen

a member of tlie Paulding County Board of

School Examiners for the pa.st eight years

and is at present clerk of the hoard.

He has been an important factor in the

educational progress which has brought the

Paulding County schools to a high state of

efficiency. Mr. 13erg is a member of the Ma-
sonic order and in politics is a republican.

August 30, 1908, in Paulding County, he

married Miss Elizabeth Reese. She was one

of a family of four children, and her parents

came from Wales. Mrs. Berg was well edu-

cated both in the public schools and in the

Ohio Northern Universitv. Their one son,

Max Willard, was born May 23, 1914.

Henry John Rudolph. One of the thriv-

ing smaller commercial centers of Wood
County is named Rudolph. This name was

given in honor of the leading business man
of that place, Henry John Rudolph, who now
has his home at Bowling Green. ]\Ir. Rudolph

is cashier of the State Bank of Bowling Green

and was formerly manager of the Liberty

Grain Company of Rudolph, and his interests

in a business way have become widespread.

For years he successfully handled real estate,

and his friends and associates say that every-

thing he touches in a business way prospers
under his hand.
For many years he conducted the leading

general store at Rudolph and was a merchant
in that vicinity from 1890 to 1911. In 1910
he was elected county treasurer of Wood
County, and during his official term of two
terms, four years, he moved his home to Bowl-
ing Green, where he has since lived. At 428
South Main Street Mr. Rudolph has one of

the finest homes of the city, twelve rooms,
modern in every particular, and situated in

a very fine residential section.

Mr. Rudolph has spent nearly all his life in

Wood County but was born in Seneca County,
at Republic, November 22, 1861. He received

his education in the public schools and at

the age of twenty began an apprenticeship at

the carpenter's trade. A few years later he
entered merchandising at Moline, Ohio, and
was associated with F. J. Schreiber. He then
sold out to Mr. Schreiber and his sister and
bought and conducted a general store at Mer-
mill. At the same time he served as post-

master and as agent for the Toledo & Ohio
Central Railway at that place.

From ^Mermill Mr. Rudolph went to the

little locality then known as Mercer on a

branch of the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton
Railway. Here he established a store and a

lumber yard, was appointed railway station

agent, and was also made the first postmaster.

The postoffice was named Rudolph in his honor
and in a .short time the village name was
changed to correspond. He served as post-

master there about eight years, and at th&
same time his business interests grew rapidly.

He was a lumber dealer four years, and as a

plasterer and contractor he also did much
of the building work in that section of the'

county. Mr. Rudolph owned his general mer-
chandise store at Rudolph until 1912.

He is of German parentage and a son of

Charles and Sarah (Heerwagner) Rudolph.
His mother was a daughter of Henry Heer-
wagner of Crawford County. She was born
in Crawford County, but her parents came
from Saxony, Germany, and were pioneer

farmers in Crawford County and died in

Broken Sword Township of that section.

Charles Rudolph was born in Hesse Darm-
stadt, Germany, and in 1846 came to the

United States, taking seven weeks to make
the voyage in a sailing vessel. He had been

a shoemaker in Germany and he opened his

first shop at Republic in Seneca County. From
there he removed to Lake Township in Wood
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County, and while following his trade also

cleared up forty acres of land and made a
good farm. That was his home until his death
in 1915, when he was eighty-three years of

age. He was a man of fine physique and was
in splendid health and vigor all his life. His
widow is still living at the old home and is

now seventy-six years of age. She is a mem-
ber of the Lutheran Church, as was her hus-

hand, and he was a democrat in politics.

Henry J. Rudolph was the oldest of three

sons and several daughters. His brother
Lawrence died at the age of six years. His
brother Edson is a farmer in Lake Township
of Wood County and is married and has a
family. The sister Louise is the wife of John
Bringman, who for many years was a mer-
chant at Lemoyne in Wood County, and is

now living at Toledo. A sister Amelia mar-
ried John Gilbert and they have reared a large

family. Maria is the wife of William Hack-
man, a carpenter living at Toledo. The sister

Maggie is the wife of Thomas Crago, and
their home is a farm in Lake Township of

Wood County. Another sister, Ellen, mar-
ried Heniy Cowles, a farmer in Lake Town-
ship and they have seven sons.

Henry John Rudolph was married at the

Village of Rudolph to Alnetta Mercer. Mrs.
Rudolph is a daughter of Charles Mercer and
a sister of J. D. and Fulton .Mcrcei', a promi-

nent famil.y elsewhere mentioned in this pub-
lication. Mrs. Rudolph was born in Liberty

Township of Wood County May 6, 1870, and
was well educated, being a student of music
in the Ohio Northern University at Ada. Mr.
Rudolph besides his service as county treas-

urer has been township treasurer and has

filled other positions of trust and responsi-

bility. He is a republican and he and his

wife are active members of the Christian

Church.

Rupus B. Moore is one of the older mem-
bers of the bar of Bowling Green, where he
has been in active practice since June 30,

1888. Time and experience have given him
a secure prestige in the local profession, and
he has enjoyed a profitable practice both in

the courts and as an office counsel.

Mr. Moore graduated from Otterbein Uni-
versity with the class of 1883, and subse-

quently became a student under Judge Robert
S. Parker. After his admission to the bar
he was associated with Judge Parker. This
partnership existed six years, until Judge
Parker was appointed to the Circuit Court

bench. Since then Mr. Moore has continued
in business alone. Through all these years
he has held a commission as notary public.

Before taking up his work as a law student
he taught school several years. Mr. Moore
is a member in good standing of the County
Bar Association. He is a past chancellor of

the Knights of Pythias and a past noble grand
of the local lodge of Odd Fellows. In an
official capacity he served three terms as city

solicitor, and as township clerk of Center
Township seven years. Formerly he was an ac-

tive republican but became a progressive upon
the organization of that party and has been
officially identified with it in a local way,
being secretary of the local committee.

Mr. Moore was born in Hancock County,
Ohio, March 30, 1860. He was graduated
from Gallon High School in 1878 and spent
two years in the Fostoria Academy before en-

tering Otterbein University.

He is of Scotch-Irish ancestry, and of a
very early pioneer family in Ohio. The
Moores were in this state when it was still

a part of Northwest Territory and before

Ohio was admitted to the Union. His grand-
father, Levi Moore, came out of the locality

of Ilagerstown. Maryland, in 1799 and located

near Canal Winchester in Fairfield County,
Ohio. His situation was in the midst of the

forests, and acquiring a tract of government
land he lived there for a number of years

in a log cabin with surroundings of the very
wildest, Indians and wild game being abun-
dant. He was thrifty and industrious and
in time had his own farm cleared, and he
spent his last years in a substantial brick resi-

dence which is still standing as the pioneer

landmark of that section. In that home he

passed away in 1858. He died at the age of

ninety. He was a remarkable man physically

and mentally and was widely known up and
down the Scioto Valley. He served his county
as a commissioner. The maiden name of his

wife was Deborah (Debbie) Bright, of Lan-
caster, Ohio. She died at the old home full

of years. Both were active members of the

United Brethren Church and Levi Moore was
first a whig and afterwards a democi-at.

Levi Moore, Jr., next to the youngest in

a family of five sons and five daughters, w-as

born on the old homestead in Fairfield County
August 7, 1823. He grew up as a farm boy,

ac(|uired the average training of his section,

and early in life became a teacher. At the

age of twenty-five he was regularly ordained
as preacher in the United Brethi'en Church,
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and for years did pioneer work in the ministry
as a circuit rider who carried his tracts and
wardrobe in his saddle bags and rode all over
many counties of Northwest Ohio. Much of
his time was spent in Hancock County, where
he located some time before the Civil war.
He afterwards joined the Sandusky Confer-
ence, now the Northwest Ohio Conference, and
about 1875 was elected as presiding elder for
the Gallon District. He was also financial

agent for Otterbein University some years.
He continued his work as presiding elder for
nearly forty years, and in 1893 was super-
annuated and spent his last years in the home
of his son at Bowling Green, where he died in
1900. Most of the pastorates he filled were
in Hancock, Seneca, Sandusky and Wood
counties.

Rev. Mr. Moore was married at Lithopolis,

Ohio, December 1, 1844, to Miss Margaret
Line, who was born in Fairfield County, Ohio,
September 17, 1825. She was a deeply re-

ligious woman and in close sympathy with all

her husband's work. She died at Bowling
Green in 1901 and they had been married for

fifty-six years before death separated them.
Of their five children four are still living, all

are married, and most of them were teachers
before they settled down in homes of their

own.
Rufus B. Moore was first married to May

Rudolph, of Bowling Green, of an old and
prominent family of Wood County. She died
February 19, 1896. She was the mother of

three children. Murton R. is now a petty
officer in the United States Navy, being on
the superdreadnaught Louisiana. In early life

he learned the trade of machinist. He is a
member of the Order of Neptune. Donald R.,

the second son, is an expert engraver living

at Indianapolis, Indiana, is married but has
no children. Harold B. is a practical printer

in Clinton County, Ohio. He is a democrat in

politics. By his second marriage, to Beatrice

I. Coder, Mr. Moore has one son, Reuton B.,

who is still in school. For his present wife

Mr. Moore married Elsa K. Chamberlin, who
was born in Wood County and is a graduate
of the Bowling Green High School. She is

the mother of one son, Lee A.

t

George B. Hauman is a business man of

long and successful experience in Hancock
County, and until 1917 was proprietor of the

T. & 0. C. Grain Elevator at Arlington. He
has worked along various lines, was in the

public service for a time, has also been a prac-

tical farmer, but his later years have been
identified with commercial afi:airs at Arling-
ton. Mr. Hauman is a public spirited and
charitable citizen, and success has come to
him through the medium of hard work.
He was born in Delaware Township of

Hancock County in 1871, a sou of Balser and
Nancy (Peterman) Hauman. His birth oc-
curred on his father's farm of 120 acres. Mr.
Hauman is of German stock, his grandfather,
George Hauman, having come from Hesse-
Darmstadt, Germany, in 1847. For several
years he worked as a farm hand in Marion
Township of Hancock County, and finally ac-
cumulated enough capital to buy a small place
of forty acres, which he made his home the
rest of his days. He had married before com-
ing to America Margaret Simmacker, and they
were the parents of four children, two sons
and two daughters, Leonard, Margaret, Chris-
tine and Balser. Both the sons served in the
Civil war in the One Hundred and Forty-
second Ohio Infantry.

George B. Hauman attended the country
schools of Delaware Township, and subse-
cjuently attended summer normals and was a
student in Findlay College under Edward
Mills and Doctor Latshaw. For several years
Mr. Hauman was a successful teacher in Dela-
ware, Jackson and Eagle townships, and for
one year was principal of the Mount Blanch-
ard High School. His next experience was
at Fostoria, where he was an inspector in the
Central Traffic Department under the Inter-

state Commerce Commission. He held that

place for a year and a half and then for a
similar time was with the Isaac Harder Mill-

ing Company as foreman of their elevator

department.
Leaving this company Mr. Hauman re-

turned to the farm, bought some land and
was engaged in its operation for twelve years.

At the death of his wife he abandoned the

farm and entered the employ of the Ohio
Hardware Company at Arlington. Subse-

quently he invested his capital in the grain

elevator formerly owned by John B. Seymour
of Kenton. This elevator at Arlington proved
a paying proposition in his hands and he con-

ducted it for five years. He then sold out but

in 1914 after three years, bought it again,

and gave most of his time to its management
until he again sold it in 1917. ilr. Hauman
is a republican and was elected a member of

the first school board in Delaware Township,

serving one term. He also served three terms,

six years, as town councilman at Arlington.
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For twenty-six years Mr. Hauman has been

an active member of the Knights of Pythias,

and for twelve years of that time seijved as

keeper of records and seals and for sis years

was a member of the Grand Lodge of Ohio.

He also belongs to the Masonic Order, includ-

ing the Royal Arch Chapter at Mount Blanch-

ard. In religious matters he worships in the

First ilethodist Episcopal Church.

In 1892 he married Miss Helen Greer,

daughter of M. C. and Rebecca (Pickett)

Greer, of Mount Blanchard, where the Greers

are a well known family. Mrs. Hauman died

in 1902, the mother of three children. Only

one is now living, Bernice, who is taking the

normal course in the Athens University at

Athens, Ohio. The son Hale was accidentally

killed in 1907 in his father's elevator, being

then a boy of fourteen. The son Carl died

in infancy.

In 1904 Mr. Hauman married Bessie Gib-

bon, daughter of Rev. Samuel and Kate (Long-

break) Gibbon, of Champaign County, Ohio.

Rev. Mr. Gibbon was for a number of years

financial secretary of the Great Western Ohio

Conference. Mr. and Mrs. Hauman have one

daughter, Mary Bess, born in 1912.

J. F. Ullom, sheriff of Marion County, has

been identified with this county in a business

and official capacity for many years, and
either as a citizen or official enjoys the solid

respect and esteem of the entire county.

Mr. Ullom was born in Ross County, Ohio,

May 26, 1859. He is a son of Joshua and
Nancy L. (Lemley) Ullom, both of whom were

natives of Pennsylvania. His grandfather,

Shem Ullom, was a native of Ohio, but lived

for a few years in Pennsylvania, finally re-

turning to his native state and died at Ma-
rion at the age of ninety-seven. He spent his

active career as a farmer. The maternal

grandfather, Ezekiel Lemley, was born in

Pennsylvania and was an early settler in

Ohio. Joshua Ullom was a soldier of the Civil

war, serving through two enlistments. He
was reared and educated in Morrow County,

Ohio, and followed successively the trades of

harness maker, tailor and shoemaker, and
finally became a farmer. His death occurred

at Marion in 1911. He was a democrat in

politics. His wife, Nancy Lemley, was reared

in Ross County, Ohio, and is now living at

Marion at the age of eighty. She is an active

member of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
They had seven children, and of the six still

living Sheriff Ullom is the oldest. Ezekiel is

an Indiana farmer. Mrs. Rosa Penyard lives

at Marion, where her husband is a machinist.

W. L. Ullom has for twenty years been con-

nected with the Huber Works at Marion and
is now foreman. He is also a member of the

City Council and was the j'oungest justice of

the peace ever elected in Ohio. He reached
his majority in the month of February, mar-
ried in March, and was elected to office in

April. The fifth child is Martha, wife of Dr.
I. P. Eddie, a prominent physician at Wil-
liamstown. West Virginia. A. S. LTllom, the

youngest of the living children, is a farmer
in Marion County.

J. F. Ullom was educated in the public

schools and grew up on a farm, where he
spent the first twenty-two years of his life.

He then became a railroad man, and for three

years was a brakeman with the Erie Railway.
After that he entered the brick and tile busi-

ness at Adelaide, Ohio, and that and various

official positions have kept him busily em-
ploj-ed for a number of years. He was twice

elected a supervisor and was twice appointed

to that office by a republican board of com-
missioners. He was also twice elected con-

stable and received two appointments by a

republican board. IMr. Ullom was elected on
the democratic ticket as sheriff of Marion
County in November, 1916, and is now giving

close and efficient attention to the duties of

his office.

In 1884 he married Elizabeth*Twedle, who
'was born in jMorrow County, Ohio. She died

in 1889. She was an active member of the

Methodist Episcopal Church. Of her three

children two are living: W. C. is machinist

foreman in the tool department of the Iluber

Works west of Marion and by his marriage to

Anna Secrest has a child, Warren W. Fern
is the wife of Albert Kimes, a restaurant pro-

prietor in Cleveland. In 1893 Mr. Ullom
married for his second wife Susie Williams,

who was born in Marion County. Both are

members of the Methodist Church and Mr.
Ullom is a Knight Templar and thirty-second

degree Mason, a past chancellor commander
of the Knights of Pythias, and is affiliated

with the Benevolent and Protective Order of

Elks and the Woodmen of the World.

J. Walter Wright. The name of Wright
is a familiar one in many sections of Ohio,

being identified with early milling interests,

and probably there are old mills yet standing

that were built by the father or grandfather

of J. W. Wright, who is a representative citi-
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zen of Bucyrus, a promiueiit member of her

bar and city solicitor for several terms
J. Walter Wright was born at West Lib-

erty, Ohio, July 14, 187-4, and is a son of

James W. and Margaret (Secrist) Wright,
and a grandson of James Wright and George
Secrist. James Wright came to Ohio in the

early '30s, from Maryland, and was a miller

by trade. He died in 1848. George Secrist

came about tlie same time from Rockingham
County, Virginia, and was a farmer. James
W. Wright was born at P'rostburg, Maryland,
in 1831, and died in Ohio in September, 1916,

having been brought to this state when six

years old. He was a millwright and erected

mills in many sections. He married Mai-garet

Secrist, who was born in 1840 and survives,

being a resident of Logan County. They had
four children, namely : Esta F., who lives at

West Liberty; Mrs. Francis Bailey, who lives

at West Liberty; Clara G., who is deceased;

and J. W., of Bucyrus. The father was a

republican in politics and belonged to the

Odd Fellows. The mother is a member of the

Christian Church.

J. Walter Wright completed the public

school course at West Liberty when he was
graduated from the high school in 1892, after

which he was a student in Oberlin College for

one term and subsequently entered the law
school of the Northern Ohio University, from
which he was graduated in 1898 and in March
of that year was admitted to the Ohio bar.

After a short practice at Marion, Mr. Wright
came to Bucyrus, in 1899, and with the ex-

ception of a short pei'iod speiat in Belliugliam,

Washington, his practice has been confined

to Bucyrus. Practicing in all the courts, he

is i-ecoguized as one of the able men of the

profession. He devotes himself to the law,

his only outside interests being a good citi-

zen's acceptance of political responsibility

and some social and fraternal duties. In poli-

tics he is a republican and in 1913 on that

ticket he was elected city solicitor and was
re-elected in 1915. proving an able and alert

official, and had tlie distinction of being the

only republican who had ever succeeded him-

self in this office at Bucyrus.
In September, 1914, Mr. Wright was mar-

ried to Miss Edna Bcssinger, who was born

at Bucyrus, a daughter of Peter Bessinger,

for many years a wagon manufacturer here.

She was educated in the Bucyrus schools and
taught in the city schools for eight years, for

one year being principal of the West Side

School. She is a lady possessing manj' social

gifts and is a devoted member of the German
Lutheran Church. Mr. Wright was reared in
the Methodist Episcopal Church. He be-
longs to the Masonic fraternity and the Loyal
Order of the Moose, of which he was the first

local director and served three years in that
office. Both professionally and personally
Mr Wright is held in high regard. He is

called an honest as well as capable lawyer and
a citizen in whom reliance may be placed un-
der any emergency.

Harry Kinder, of Bowling Green, has
achieved a success which even i2i America must
be regarded as unusual. The bare outline of

the story is that of a Russian Polish boy of

ten coming to America penniless and friend-
less, working all the daylight hours and far
into the night at wages of $5 a week, then
setting up a business of his own, and now,
still in his '30s, is rated as a business man
with a substantial fortune.

Mr. Kander is a dealer in materials which
according to the wasteful American practice

are cast out of the homes and places of busi-

ness, and without the intervention of such en-

terprise as that perfected by Mr. Kander
would be lost totally from the sum of the
world's products. The Kander place of busi-

neiss is at 500 Court Street, Bowling Green,
where he occupies an entire block of land,

140 feet front and 500 feet in depth. This land
lies convenient to the Toledo and Ohio Central
Railway, and he has trackage permitting the
loading and unloading of five cars at a time.

In these yards are assembled vast quantities

of scrap iron, old tires, rags and all kinds
of metal and other material. Mr. Kander has
installed devices for cutting and shortening
the long iron so as to make it easier to handle,
has baling machines for compressing rags and
paper, and has various swings and convey-
ances permitting the easy handling of large

quantities of material. Every mouth about
5,000 tons of iron pass through his yards, and
it is shipped to factories in all directions for
converting.

Mr. Kander started business at Bowling
Green in 1905. At first he handled about
fifty tons per month and has gradually de-

veloped until he now has an important indus-

try. He was born in Russian Poland April
15, 1885, and his people have been Poles for
generations. Mr. Kander came to the United
States in 1895, at the age of ten years, mak-
ing the journey from Hamburg to New York.
Going to Toledo, he found employment with
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dealers in old iron and metals, and for five

years worked at $5 per week. He made a

living, learned and studied the business, and
with his experience and such capital as

he was able to muster he came to Bowling
Green. Mr. Kander about three years ago

built a comfortable seven room house for him-

self and family on East Court Street.

He was married in this city in 1913 to

Miss Bessie Kander. She was born in Rus-

sian Poland, came as a young girl to the

United States and grew up in Toledo. Mr.
and Mrs. Kander have one son, Herman, born
August 29, 1915. They are members of the

Jewish Temple at Toledo and Mr. Kander is

affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows and the Knights of Pythias at Bowling
Green. Politically he is independent.

Alfred M. Russell. One of the best known
and most popular citizens Wood County ever

had was the late Alfred M. Russell. For
many years he served in some county office,

and as an official or business man his integrity

was always above question and he left to his

descendants a worthy name.
He was born in Mahoning County, Ohio,

March 7, 1835, and was sixty-four when he
passed away at his home at 110 North Pros-

pect Street in Bowling Green June 13, 1899.

He was of Pennsylvania parentage, a son of

James and Mary "(Wolfkale) Russell. The
family was of thrifty Pennsylvania stock and
valued residents of any community where they

made their home. The parents were married
in Ohio and the mother died in 1848, when
in the prime of life. James Russell was a

farmer. He finally removed to Paulding
County, Ohio, and died there at the home of

his son James, Jr., when quite old. He was
a whig and republican. The children were:
Caroline, Nancy, Bessie, Jane, Doctor Robert.

James, Abraham, John and Alfred M.
Alfred M. Russell was thirteen years of age

when his mother died. He grew up among
strangers in Paulding County and made the

best of his educational advantages and when
quite a young man qualified as a successful

teacher.

His first wife was one of his former pupils

Rachel Cary. She was born in Defiance
County, Ohio. Her death occurred eleven

months after their marriage as a result of

measles and the birth of her first child, who
also died. She was about twenty-two years
of age when she passed away. Four years
later, in July, 1866, Mr. Russell married in

Paulding County another of his pupils. Miss
Alcinda Sullivan. I\Irs. Russell was born in

Defiance County, Ohio, July 7, 1843, and was
educated partly there and partly in Paulding
County. Before her marriage she taught
school. Her parents were Washington and
Alcinda (Barton) Sullivan. They were prob-
ably natives of Ohio and her father was of

Irish parentage. Her paternal grandparents
spent the rest of their days in Ohio as farmers.
Washington Sullivan and wife after their mar-
riage lived on a farm in Defiance County
until her death at middle age. There were
six children and Mrs. Russell was only six

weeks old when her mother died. Three of the

children had passed away before that. Mrs.
Russell's sister ilrs. Eliza Morlidge died after

the birth of one cliild. Her brother, John Sul-

livan, was for many years an Ohio River pilot

and is now living retired at Cincinnati at the

age of eighty-four though hale and hearty.

His second wife is living, but his children,

Jennie, Alice and Stella, all married, are the

children of his first wife.

After the death of her mother Mrs. Russell

was reared by her maternal grandmother.
Two weeks after their marriage Mr. Russell

gave up his school work to become deputy
county treasurer under John Bounell of Wood
County. At that time the courthouse was still

at Perrj'sburg. He served out his term and
then became clerk for a hardware house. In
the meantime a successor had been elected to

IMr. Bonnell, but after a few months in office

died and Mr. Russell was then appointed to

fill out his term. His administration of the

county treasurer's office was so satisfactory

that the people of Wood County gave him a

term on his own account and he served three

years. He was the first incumbent of the

office after the courthouse was removed to

Bowling Green.

On leaving the office of county treasurer

Mr. Russell returned to Perrysburg and con-

ducted a drug store in that village seven years.

At the end of that time he was elected for

another term as county treasurer for three

years. However, he did not leave the court-

house but continued as deputy auditor for

seventeen years under the administration of

Ed Poe, John Wilson and George W. Gaghan.
In the meantime Mr. Russell bought the lead-

ing hotel of Bowling Green, since known as

the Russell House. Mrs. Russell was its ac-

tive manager while her husband was in the

courthouse. While still serving as deputy
auditor ilr. Russell was stricken with pa-
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ralysis and after a year was practically help-
less. He died after an invalidism of two years
and four months.

jMr. Russell is remembered as the most eap-
al)le mathematician Wood County ever had.
He excelled in many ways and not least as a
citizen and a man of marked integrity of char-
acter. He was one of the chief republicans
of the community and alwa3's active in local

polities. In Masonry he was affiliated with the
Lodge and Chapter and served as high priest

of the latter. It was during his official term
that he built his comfortable home at 110
North Prospect Street, where he speut liis last

days and where ;\lrs. Russell and her daugh-
ters still live. Mrs. Russell is active in the
Presbyterian Church and her husband was
of the same church faith.

Charles H. Russell, only son of the late

Alfred M. Russell, attended school at Perrys-
burg and Bowling Green, graduating from
the Bowling Green High School in 1884. He
then became a drug clerk for Dr. J. C. Lincoln,

and from his store entered the Pharmacy
School of the Northwestern University at Chi-
cago. For fifteen years he was one of the
leading druggists of Bowling Green but finally

sold out his local business and bought a store

at the corner of Adams and Erie streets in

Toledo. He married in Bowling Greeu March
12, 1890, Charlotte Morrison, who was born
in Columbus in 1868. She was six months
old when her father, John B. ilorrison, died.

Her mother, whose maiden name was Mary
Haskall, then removed with her family to

Granville, Ohio, and some time later to the

State of ^Mississippi. ^Iis. Cliaili's Russell's

mother and sister died at Pantlii-r Kurn, Mis-

sissippi, about thirty-three years ago. After
the loss of her mother ilrs. Charles Russell

lived at Urbana, Ohio, until 1887, when she

came to Bowling Green. She is the mother of

one son, Roliert A., born July 7, 1895. This

grandson of iMi's. Russell is a graduate nf the

Bowling Green public schools, has attended the

Case Scientific School at Cleveland and the

Ohio State University, and has enlisted in the

Officers Reserve Corps at Toledo.

Maude, the only daughter of Mrs. Russell,

was educated at Bowling Green and is now a

clerk for the Northwest Ohio Gas Company
of that city. She is the widow of Mr. F. C.

Reed, who was born in Piqua, Ohio, son of

James and Catherine (Whiteman) Reed. His
parents were well known residents of Piqua,

where his father was a bi'ick mason contractor

and one of the leading men of his community.

Mrs. James Reed is still living at Piqua, mak-
ing her home with a son and daughter, and is

still quite active though past sixty years of
age. P. C. Reed was educated in Piqua and
entered business as an employe of B. H. Mc-
Knisht, an electrical engineer. He finally
estalilisliril ;i supply store for electrical goods
al lldwiiii^- Creen, but after six months in
Inisiiuss his death occurred September 16,
1908. Mr. Reed was a member of the Masonic
order.

Mr. Charles H. Russell is a Chapter Mason
and a member of the Benevolent and Pro-
tective Order of Elks. Mrs. Russell and her
daughter are members of the Eastern Star,
and Mrs. Charles H. Russell was treasurer
four years and is present marshal of that
order.

E. W. Cook. The name Cook has an honor-
able and long record in business and industrial
affairs at Lima, where E. W. Cook & Son,
manufacturers of cigar boxes, have a large
plant on East Elm Street. The output of
boxes go chiefly to the cigar manufacturers
all over the State of Ohio.

E. W. Cook was born in Ohio in 184:5, and
is now the oldest business man in continuous
service at Lima. In 1879 he established the
Globe Machine Works and Foundry Business,
and conducted it until 1908. Since then he
has given his time and business talent to the
Globe Box Factory, which he first established
in 1891. For some .years he conducted a fac-

tory both in Columbus and Lima. The firm is

now known as E. W. Cook & Son. E. W. Cook
was married in Van Wert, Ohio, to I\liss ilel-

vina Evers, who was born in that countv in

1847 and died in 1886. They had four chil-

dren, and the two now living are F. D. Cook,
of the Globe Laundry at Toledo, and F. W.
Cook. Mr. Cook, Sr., is an active member of
the Methodist Episcopal Church and in pol-

itics is a republican. He started life on ab-
solutely nothing, and by hard work and close

attention to details has found prosperity in

ample measure. He is known as a conserva-
tive business man, but his public .spirit has
been very effective and has been displayed
on many occasions for the good of the commu-
nity at Lima.

P. W. Cook was born at Wauseon in Ful-
ton County, Ohio, Jlay 9, 1876, a son of E. W.
and Melvina (Evers) Cook. He grew up in

Lima, attended the public schools, and as a
boy became associated with his father in the
factory. In 1909 he was taken into partner-



2160 HISTORY" OP NORTHWEST OHIO

ship, aud is now active manager of their large

plant. He is one of Lima's most progressive

business men and is also a director in the

Central Building and Loan Company.
In 1896 he married Miss Lula Penney, of

Convoy, Van Wert County, Ohio. They have
one child. Marvel, who is a young lady of

many talents and of great promise. She grad-

uated from the Lima High School and is now
a student in the Skidmore College at Sara-

toga Springs, New York. Mr. and Mrs. Cook
are members of the ilethodist Episcopal
Church and he is on the official board. He
has long been prominent in Ma.sonry, being

both a Knight Templar and Scottish Rite Ma-
son, is a member of the Consistory at Toledo
and a member of the Shrine. He has filled

chairs in various degrees and bodies of that

order. Politically he is a republican.

Gilbert Barnes, of Paulding, has played
several roles, and every one most creditably.

Perhaps the majority of people know him as

a practical farmer and extensive laud owner,
though for many years he was identified with
the sawmilling and kindred industries in

Paulding. Mr. Barnes was responsible for

developing a large amount of land in Paul-
ding County that was formerly covered with
forest and brush and has actually created

values and property that now represent a

handsome fortune.

Mr. Barnes has had a long and active ca-

reer of three quarters of a century. He was
born in ^ledina County, Ohio, February 25,

1841, a son of John and Elizabeth (Lowry)
Barnes. Both parents were born in Ohio,

and his father died in 1870 and his mother
in 1872. The ancestors of the Barnes family
were Germans, who settled in Pennsylvania
in colonial times. The grandfather of Gil-

bert came to Ohio from Pennsylvania and
was one of the early settlers of this state.

John Barnes went to Medina County in the

'30s, buying a farm in Homer Township and
developed his land from a wilderness condi-

tion. He went through all the vicissitudes of

the early settlers and in time became a very
prosperous citizen. He and his wife had ten

children, four of whom are still living.

Gilbert Barnes, the sixth in order of birth,

was reared in Jledina County and while ac-

quiring an education in the local schools he
also was well trained in the work of the
homestead.
At the age of twenty-one, in July, 1862, he

enlisted in Company I of the One Hundredth

Ohio Infantry. His brother John enlisted at

the same time and in the same regiment.
They rendezvoused at Toledo and soon went
to the front, Gilbert Barnes serving with
credit until his honorable discharge at Colum-
bus. He was in the Atlanta campaign and
was severely wounded in the battle of Peach
Tree Creek. On account of his wound he
was furloughed home and during this time
he married, aud while at home the war closed

and he was mustered out with an honorable
discharge at Columbus, Ohio.

The father presented each of his children

with a tract of eighty acres of land, and thus
Gilbert Barnes began his early career as a
farmer, but after two years he traded his

laud for a sawmill at Paulding. He operated
this mill to convert large tracts of native tim-

ber into lumber, and that lumber was used
in building most of the houses of early Paul-
ding and throughout that country. It was
the chief mill for the manufacture of lumber
in the vicinity of Paulding for many years.

He also conducted a gi'ist mill and furnished
the staple pro\dsions of flour and meal. In
1890 air. Gilbert Barnes disposed of his mills

in order to give closer attention to his ac-

cumulation of land. Through his milling

operations he had cleared away and made
available for agriculture large portions of

Paulding County, and he has steadily kept up
the work of improvement until a considerable

area of laud that was formerly valuable only

for its timber is now worth for agricultural

purposes fully $200 an acre. Mr. Barnes
owns 1,000 acres in Paulding Couuty and he

has also invested heavily in the lands of

Northern IMiehigan, chiefly in Gladwin
County, where he owns 1,000 acres. For a

number of years his time and energies have
been fully taken up in supervising these large

land holdings.

Some years ago ilr. Bai-nes built a beauti-

ful residence at Paiilding, and while living

there he keeps in close touch by daily visits

with his farms in Paulding County. He has

done much to develop high grade stock rais-

ing in this county.

His name is closely associated with many
local enterprises. He was one of the organ-

izei-s and stockholders of the sugar refinery,

which has been in successful operation for a

number of years. He also took the lead in

the construction of the Cincinuati and North-

ern Railroad into Paulding, and is a director

of the Paulding National Bank. He is a char-

ter member of the local lodge of ilasons and
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is a member of the Grand Army Post. Politi-

cally he is a i-epublicau.

Mr. Barnes married first Esther E. Kern.
Two children were born of this union, Lyle
^I., who is mentioned below, and Virgil De
Forrest, who died aged about one year. Mr.
Barnes married for his second wife Eliza J.

Harvey, by whom one child was born, Har-
vey G.

Lyle M. Barnes, born in Paulding
County January 12, 1866, was educated in

the Paulding grammar and high schools, and
also in the Ohio Northern University at Ada,
and after a career as a diy goods merchant he

traded his store for a section of land in White
Countj% Indiana, but several years later

moved to Michigan and has since superin-

tended the land holdings of his father there.

Harvey Greeley, the second son, is now con-

ducting the lumber business formerly owned
by his father at Paulding.

Otho W. Kennedy. No student of the

early history of IMarion County, Ohio, could

read far without noticing the names of Ken-
nedy and ]\Ionnett, for these families were
among the pioneers there and were so promi-
nent in the county's development that record

has been made of many of their useful

achievements. Prolific families, built up from
sturdy stock, representatives of these old fam-
ilies may now be found in many other sec-

tions, a widely known one being found in

Otho W. Kennedy, who is the able prosecut-

ing attorney of Crawford County and a sub-

stantial citizen of Bucyrus.
Otho W. Kennedy is a native of Crawford

County, liorn May 25, 1878. His parents are

Thomas S. and Hester F. (Monnetf) Ken-
nedy, the former of whom was born in ilarion

Coiinty, Ohio, October 23, 184S, and the latter

December 29, 18.55. The paternal grand-

father was William K. Kennedy, who was
born in 1818 in Pennsylvania and moved to

Ohio in 1828 and died in IMarion County
wlien aged seven ty-eiglit years. The maternal
grandfather, Thomas ^lonnett, was born in

Ohio, his parents having been among the

earliest settlers in what became Marion
County. Both families have been largely in-

terested in agricultural development and at

the present day they own many of the best

improved farms in the state.

0. W. Kennedy was the third born in his

parents' family of twelve children, all of

whom with the exception of Jay Monnett, the

youngest, survive, as follows : Thomas JI., who

is in the banking business at Bucyrus ; Wil-
liam C, who is a farmer in Marion County;
Otho W. ; Orange D., who is a farmer in
Crawford County; Myron G., who is a drug-
gist at Niles, Ohio; Amy E., who is the wife
of Samuel W. Stump, who is a farmer in
Crawford County ; James C, who is a farmer
in Indiana; Olive E., who is the wife of Rev.
Russell Ijisle, who is a minister of the Metho-
dist I'lpiscDpiil Cliin-ch; I\alph C, who resides
at iiciiiir; Myi-\U- F, wlKi IS the wife of Fre-
mont Tanner, of Akron, Oliio, a civil engineer
by profession ; and Almet E., who conducts
his father's farm in Crawford County. The
parents of the above family are members of
the Methodist Episcopal Church. In his po-
litical views the father is a democrat and at

times has served in local offices, but has
mainly devoted himself to farming, in which
he has been very successful.

Before entering the Ohio Normal School,
now the Ohio Northern University, at Ada,
Otho W. Kennedy had enjoyed public school
advantages, and in Septembei", 1899, he was
graduated from the commercial department,
later attended the Western Reserve Uni-
versity at Cleveland and in December, 1902,
was graduated from the law department at

Ada. In the meanwhile he had taught school
for three years, but after receiving his degree,

entered into practice in Marion County, com-
ing from there in 1903 to Bucyrus. Until

1908 he was associated with his brother,

Thomas M. Kennedy, but since then has prac-

ticed alone. In 1907 he was elected city so-

licitor on the democratic ticket and served as

such until 1914, in which year he was elected

prosecuting attorney of Crawford County
and entered upon his duties on January 4,

1915, and was ri'-i'l.Tt,'d in 1916. Perhaps at

no time in tlir liistnry of the county have the
res])onsiliilitics of this office been heavier than
in the pri'sfiit days of universal unrest and it

is si'iaily tu Mr. Kennedy's credit that he has
so adequately performed his full duty, j)rov-

ing himself both a wise and vigorous prose-

cutor. In private practice he has successfully

handled many very important cases and has a
reputation for fairness and honorable meth-
ods as well as for profound legal knowledge.

Mr. Kennedy was married November 24,

1910. to :Miss Edna T. Birk, who is a daughter
of Christian F. Birk, who is in the drug busi-

ness at Bucyrus. They have one son, Paul C,
who was born August 18, 1914. Mr. Kennedy
and his wife belong to the Lutheran Church
and are active and helpful in promoting its
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benevolent work in every direction. He is

identified with several of the well known fra-

ternities, including the Benevolent and Pro-

tective Order of Elks, the Loyal Order of

Moose and the Fraternal Order of Eagles,

being past worthy president of the last named
organization. As an earnest and enlightened

citizen, Mr. Kennedy has always lent his in-

fluence to the upbuilding of worthy enter-

prises and his fellow citizens know without
inquiring that his help may be depended upon
when appeals are made for help when public

calamities occur, and that also he, like other

noble men of his profession, gives many dol-

lars' worth of professional service freely,

without making such charity kuown to the

world.

0. G. Briggs. With an earlier experience

as a practical farmer in Marion County, 0. G.

Briggs in July, 1904, entered upon his present

duties as secretary of The Citizens Building
and Loan Company of Marion and has been
an active and responsible official throughout
the period of growth and prosperity of that

fine institution. W^hen he went with the com-
pany its assets were only $30,000, while at the

beginning of 1917 the total assets were nearly

$1,200,000, the increase in the previous year
having been almost a quarter of a million.

Mr. Briggs ha.s given close and careful study
to' all details of the management of buildiug
and loan companies, and has been instru-

mental in making this one of the strongest

and most successful organizations of the kind
in Northwest Oliii). The other officials of the

company are: -1. A. Schi'm-ter, president; and
J. W. Jacoby. vici' picsidrnt and attorney.

Mr. Briggs was born on a farm six miles

north of Marion April 7, 1872, a son of Silas

W. and Charlotte (Schank) Briggs. His
grandfather, Jonathan Briggs, was a native
of Pennsylvania and spent his life there as a

farmer. The Briggs family is of English an-

cestry. The maternal grandfather, Jacob
Schank, was also a native of Pennsylvania,
but in early days he drove overland from that

state into Ohio. For a time he was in Piqua
County and from there moved to Crawford
County, where for many years he was the
well known village blacksmith. He paid for

his land by work in his shop, and the old log

cabin which he erected as a home is still stand-
ing, an interesting landmark of p:ist times.

Mr. Briggs' father was born in Peiinsylv.inia.

while his mother is a native nf Crawford
County, Ohio, where they were married. Sihis

Briggs came to Ohio when about twenty-one
years of age, having been educated in Penn-
sylvania. After his mariuage he took up
farming in Marion County and at the time
of his death had over 200 acres well improved
and a valuable estate. He was a democrat in

politics and he and his wife were active mem-
bers of the ilethodist Episcopal Church.
They had seven children, tive of whom are

still living: Luther A., a resident of Santa
Monica, California; Emma, wife of E. Bry-
son, and they live on a fai'm in Marion
County ; 0. G. Briggs ; Eugene U, who served
two years in the Philippine Islands during
the war and is now a farmer eight miles

northeast of Marion ; Clarence, who lives with
his mother six miles north of Marion.

0. G. Briggs acquired his early education in

tlie common schools of his country disti'ict

and afterwards had commercial training at

Delaware, Ohio. On concluding his education
he took up farming and pursued that vocation
steadily until May, 190-4, when he entered
the service of the Citizens Building and Loan
Company at Marion Mr. Briggs has served
as a member of the School Board in Marion
for five years. He is a democrat in politics

and is affiliated with Lodge No. 32 Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks. He and his

wife are active in the Methodist Episcopal
Church.

In March, 1899, he married Miss Bessie

Watts. She was born in Crawford County,
Ohio, where her fat'her, George L. Watts, was
a farmer. Mr. and Mrs. Briggs have two
children: Fred G., now a junior in high
school ; and Dorothy E., a student in the

grade schools.

Prank M. Coen. To maintain and conduct
such a model grocery enterprise as that of

Frank M. Coen in Bowling Green requires a
mind that has a complete mastery of details

and thoroughly capable business judgment.
Mr. Coen is a veteran of the grocery trade,

though he is by no means an old man.
His place of business, which he has occupied

for the past three years, is at 132 South Main
Street. There he has a large and well arranged
store, stocked with staple and fancy groceries

and provisions. Mr. Coen is the leading cof-

fee merchant of Bowling Green. Unlike most
grocers he handles little package and 'widely

advertised stock, but gets a superior quality

of the coffee beans and combines and roasts

them in his own coffee roaster. He has the

latest pattern of roasting machine and supplies
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the finest quality of coffee at a medium price.

He has also introduced machinery for the
manufacture of peanut butter and has made
that one of the leaders in his trade.

His store is 22 by 160 feet. He also has a
warehouse liack of the store 22 by 40 feet. Mr.
Coeu practically grew up in a grocery store.

When a hoy in his teens he began clerking in

an old time store of Bowling Green and in

1899 he entered business on his own account.

His associate in that enterprise was Fred Hale.

Each of them borrowed $300, and with
this modest capital between them and
with some credit they launched out on their

careers as practical merchants. After a year
Mr. Henry Campbell bought the Hale interest

and he in turn was succeeded by ~Slv. William
A. Cook. The firm of Coen & Cook prospered
and expanded their interests throughout Bowl-
ing Green and surrounding territory for

eleven years. Mr. Cook then sold his share of

the partnershi)i to ;\Ir. Coen, and ^Ir. Coen
later sold the old store to J. R. McDowell. He
then bought the Whitaker grocery store and
that is his present business headquai-ters.

Mr. Coen was born in Plain Township of

Wood County August 29, 1875. He was edu-

cated in the public schools and early sought
outlet for his business energies in the manner
above described. He is a son of William and
Catherine (Hoagland) Coen. His parents

were also born in Ohio, were married in But-
ler County and then removed to Wood County.

For some years they lived on a farm northwest

of Bowling Green and subsequently moved to

Bowling Green, where Mr. Coen, Sr., had a

livery business. He died in 1898, at the age

of sixty-nine. His widow died about five

years later at the age of sixty-three. She was
a member of the Methodist Church and the

father was a very decided republican in poli-

tics.

Frank M. Coen was one of a family of

eleven children. Seven are still living and
five of them married. ^Ir. Cocii was married

in Bowling Green td Miw M. .Mcas.'. Slic was
born at Toledo, Ohio, in ISSl, Imt was reared

and educated in Bowling Green and qualified

as a teacher. They are the parents of three

children : Harold M. and Gerald H., twins,

born August 6, 1902, and both of them now
students in the high school ; and Robert, born
November 21, 1907. Mr. Coen and family

are all members of the Methodist Episcopal

Church. Politically he is a republican and
while a good citizen locally has found no time

to participate in politics. He is affiliated with

Centennial Lodge No. 626, Independent Order
of Odd Fellows.

Mathus Schondelmyeb. In Wood County
and especially in the community around Ru-
dolph there were none better loved and more
respected among the early settlers than the
late Mathias Schondelmyer. His widow is

still living at Rudolph and continues the good
and charitable enterprise in which she had
a zealous associate in her husband. It is a
family name that is entitled to more than
passing mention in these annals.

The late Mathias Schondelmyer was born
near Baden, Germany, in March, 1838, and
was in his seventy-ninth year when he passed
away at his home in Rudolph November 16,

1916. He was a son of German parents. His
father, John Schondelmyer married a Miss
Yagely, both of them natives of Baden. They
had a small faimi in Germany and it was for

the purpose of bettering their edmlitions that

they decided to come to Anieriea. Accom-
panying them were their two sons, Fred and
Mathias. They embarked on a vessel at Ham-
burg, and after many weeks of rough sailing

arrived at New York City, coming from there

West to Ohio and a few years later, when
Mathias was nine or ten years of age, to Lib-

erty Township of Hancock County. Their lo-

cation was in one of the wildest sections of this

county, a number of miles from the City of

Findlay. John Schondelmyer had the enter-

prise 6f the true pioneer, and though he chose

a tract of completely undeveloped land, in

course of time he had converted it into a splen-

did farm. He died there when past eighty

years of age. He was twice married, the

"mother of Mathias having died about 1860.

The father married for his second wife a

widow, and by that union had a large family.

All of the family were members of the Ger-

man Lutheran Church.
Mathias Schondelmyer thus grew up_ in

Ohio, acquired a common school education,

and when a young man went out to the ter-

ritory of Montana, where he put in nine years

in lumber camps. His mother died while he

was in the Northwest. He received good

wages for his work, and being of a saving

and economical turn he got his real start in

life in that way.

On returning to Ohio he bought a farm six

miles from Findlay and being thus in a posi-

tion to support a family he married in 1864

Miss Salina Scott. Mrs. Schondelmyer was

born in Stark County, Ohio, December 22,
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1842, and at the age of five years her parents
located near Findlay in Liberty Township
of Hancock County. She is a daughter of

Thomas and Eliza (Morehead) Scott. Her
father was born in Pennsylvania and was an
early settler in Stark County, where he met
and married his wife, a native of that county.

She was one of thirteen children. When the

Scott family moved to Hancock County in

1847 they established themselves in a new
district and improved a tract of raw land.

The parents spent the rest of their days there.

Thomas Scott and his sons James, Robert and
John were all soldiers in the Civil war. John
was connected ^\dth the Mitchell Raiders at

Atlanta, Georgia, and was hanged by the

rebels on July 18, 1862. Another one of the

sons was captured and sent to Libby prison

near the close of the war and when he was
released after the surrender he was more dead'

than alive, having contracted smallpox in the

most virulent form and yet he recovered and
died when past seventy years of age. Thomas
Scott while in the service was injured in one
arm by a fall. His service in the army was
in the capacity of a veterinary surgeon. He
lived to be eighty years of age. He and his

wife were members of the Presbyterian

Church and late in life he joined the Metho-
dists.

After their marriage J\Ir. and Mrs. Sehon-
delmyer lived on their farm six miles out of

Findlay from 1864 to 1874. In the latter

year they moved to Liberty Townsiiip of

Wood County and bought a tract of prairie

land. There they developed two complete
farms, each of 160 acres, and many splen-

did improvements that grew out of their ef-

forts are still contributing to the value of

the farm. Much of the land was subsequently
included in the oil developments in this county
and from that source alone a considerable

fortune was netted to the owners. About
twelve years ago ilr. Schondelmyer bought
a large general store at Rudolph, and this is

now owned and managed by his son Fred, one
of the successful merchants of the town. In
1913 Mr. and Mrs. Schondelmyer left their

farm and removed to the Village of Rudolph,
where Mrs. Schondelmyer is still living in

comfort and plenty, strong and active men-
tally at the age of seventy-five and constant
in her good works among her neighbors and
friends. Both she and her husband have long
heen identified with and active contributors

to the Christian Church, which Mr. Schon-
delmyer served for manv vears as a trustee.

He also occupied public places, nine years
as township trustee and in other local offices.

In politics he was a democrat.
Mr. and Airs. Schondelmyer had six chil-

dren. The daughter M. Isabel died in infancy.
Amanda A., now deceased, married Levi
Stainbrook, now residing in Colorado and by
that union there was one daughter, Hazel.
Margaret died after her marriage to Hiram
Long, leaving no children. George is still

unmarried at the age of forty, lives with his

mother and is a practical farmer and good
citizen of Wood County. Fred is the leading
merchant of Rudolph, and by his marriage to

Nora Gilmore of Pennsylvania has two chil-

dren, Scott and Lyda B. Fannie, the young-
est child, is the wife of Roy Swope, of Co-
lumbus, Geoi'gia.

RiCH^VRD Carter, president of the Citizens

Bank Company, has for many years figured

I^rominently in the agricultural and business

enterprise of Wyandot County. He has some-
what retired from the strenuous activities of

his earlier years and is now devoting himself

chiefly to looking after his private interests.

He was born June 9, 1850, while his parents

had their home at Wellsville in Columbiana
County, Ohio. He is a sou of John A. and
^lary I). (Connell) Carter. On both sides

he has prominent family connections of Revo-
lutionary stock. The Carters were English
people, while the Connells were Irish. Two
Carter brothers came out of England and
landed on the east shore of Maryland in col-

onial times. They reared large families and
their descendants are now wide spread. In

early times they kept slaves, but liberated

them before the Civil war.

^Ir. Carter's grandfather, also Richard
Carter, was a merchant and land owner and
for fifty years lived at Independence in AVash-

ington County, Pennsylvania. John A. Car-

ter, who was born at Independence, Penn.syl-

vania, moved from there to Wellsville, Ohio,

arid became a merchant. In 1852 he went to

a farm in Marion County, Ohio, and in the

spring of 1864 sold this country property and
for two years lived in the City of ^Marion. He
then took his family to Pittsburg, Pennsyl-

vania, and engaged in the wholesale grocerv-

business as a member of Carter Brothers &
Company. This finn continued until 1880,

when, removing to Charleston, West Virginia,

be engaged in coal mining. He owned some
large mining properties, and was president

and owner of the Peabod.v Coal Company, his
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associates being his sous. His I'etirement came
in 1901, when about seventy-two yeai-s of age,

find he died in New York City in October,
1908. He and his wife had six children. The
only brother of Richard Carter was John C.

Carter, who died at Upper Sandusky in 1910.

The Connell family lived for a number of

years at Charleston, West Virginia, and in

1840 they drove across the country to Upper
Sandusky, wliere they were among the

pioneers. James Connell, father of Mary D.
Council, had one of the first hotels in the
county, located on East Wyandot Avenue in

Cpi^cr Sandusky, at the present site of the

Elks Home. The Connells were of Revolu-
tiouarj^ ancestry and one of them served as a
member of the staff of General William Henry
Harrison in the War of 1812, aud General
HaiT-ison for his services presented him with
a silver watch. The late John A. Carter was
the first republican ever elected from Marion
County to the Ohio State Legislature. He
served in 1861, at the beginning of the Civil

war. In 1862 Governor Brough appointed
lihu draft commissioner for ^Marion County.

Richard Carter had good business ability

on his own account and developed his career

almost unaided and had acquired financial in-

dependence before the death of his father.

When he was two years of age the family left

Wellsville for Marion County, aud he grew
up there and received his early education

partly in the country schools. At the age .of

seventeen he entered Newell Institute at

Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, where he spent three

yeai-s. In the meantime he had aquired a

practical acquaintance with agriculture on his

father's farm aud his employment on the farm
during the summer and attendance at school

during the winter was the regular routine

except for three years at Pittsburg until he

was twenty years old. He then began working
in his father's wholesale grocery hoase at

Pittsburg, spending one year as a roustabout
and helpei-. Following that there came a

more methodical knowledge of the business

and for sis years he traveled as a salesman,

with headquarters at Pittsburg. This work
proved a severe strain upon his health and
after recuperating for a year he removed to

Wyandot County in 1877.

in thi- meantime Mr. Carter had married
Kate W. Bi-jant, daughter of Isaac and Maria
(Fisher) Bi-yant. Isaac Biyant was a coixsin

of William Cullen Bryant, the great Ameri-
can poet. Isaac Bryant had a very extensive

farm of twenty-three hundred acres in Wyan-

dot County and for many years was success-
fully engaged in stock raising and was also
a pioneer pork packer, with a large packing
house in Columbus, Ohio.

After his marriage Mr. Carter took up farm-
ing and followed it actively for fourteen years.
He had a place of 400 acres four miles south
of Upper Sandusky in Pitt Township, and

.still owns that place. Altogether he owns
about 600 acres of farm lands.

In politics he has always been an active
republican. His neighbors forced uiJon him
tile office of township trustee, electing him for
three years, but he sei-ved only one year.
That mas while he lived on his farm. In 1893
]\Ir. Carter removed from the fann to Upper
Sandusky and subsequently went with his

father to Charleston, West Virginia, and be-

came identified with the coal industry, being
a traveling salesman for eight years. When
the business was sold in 1901 he returned to

Upper Sandusky and has been practically re-

tired from that date.

In 1902 he helijed organize the Citizens

Savings Bank of Upper Sandusky and has
since been its president and a director. He
is also vice president and director of the

Seottswood Realty Company, $150,000 corpor-

ation of Toledo, formed for the purpose of

building high grade apartment houses in that

locality.

^Ir. Cai'tir is one of a committee and is

finaiici.-il I'liairiiian of the Red Cross fund.
Mr. and ilrs. Carter have two children

:

May B., born in 1877, is still at home. Martha
C.,'born in 1885, is the wife of Lovell H. HuU,
of Upper Sanduslry-. Mr. Carter is an active

member of the First Presbyterian Church.

Samuel ]\I. Court, present clerk of courts

at Marion, was one of the active business men
of the city before he was promoted to his

present official responsibility. Mr. Court has

spent his life in Marion County, and has a

host of friends and admirers who have known
him from early youth.

i\Ir. Court was bom in Marion Count.y De-
cember 25, 1873, a son of Frederick and Lucy
(Porter) Court. His parents wei-e also na-

tives of Marion County and spent their lives

there. The grandfather, George Court, was
a native of West Virginia aud established the

family in Marion County at a vei-y early day.

He was a farmer and his first home in the

county was a log house. He possessed re-

markable physical vitality and lived to be

ninety-four years of age, his last years being
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spent in Marion County. The maternal grand-
father, Alexander Porter, was also born in

Marion County and that family was founded
here by liis father. Alexander Porter was a

farmer and also a local preacher. Frederick

Court was a stone mason by trade, and for a
number of years much of his business was
the building of lime kilns, and he constructed

most of the kilns in Marion County. He was
a successful man, was a democrat in politics,

and was honored with the office of assessor of

Pleasant Township. He and his wife had
eight children, four of whom are still living:

Alexander C, head of a wholesale storage

plant at Seneca Castle, New York: Lucy, liv-

ing at Marion, widow of Frederick Strobel;

Samuel M. ; and Earl, a stone mason living

at Logansport, Indiana.

Samuel M. Court was eleven years of age
when his mother died, and almost from that

time he has made his own way in the world.

Besides a public school training he attended

a commercial college at Marion and his first

business experience was as a bookkeeper for

Fred Strobel, with whom he remained a year.

After that he went into the retail grocery
business for himself and enjoyed a large and
prosperous trade for five years, at the end of

which time he sold out. He then took the

management of the John Amacon Brother &
Company wholesale fruit house, and that was
his active business connection at Marion for

12', 2 years until called to his present duty as

clerk of courts at the election in November,
1916.

Mr. Court is one of the popular democrats
in Marion County, and has been quite active

in party aft'airs. He served as a member of

the city council for a year and seven months
until he resigned to take his present office.

He was president of the city council. Mr.
Court is affiliated with the Fraternal Order of

Eagles and the Benevolent and Protective

Order of Elks.

April 14, 1898, he married Lula Griffin,

who was born at Urbana, Ohio, a daughter of

John Griffin, for many years a railway con-

ductor. Mr. and Mrs. Court have two chil-

dren, Catherine Isabel, aged seventeen, and
John Stewart, born in February, 1902. Mrs.
Court is an active member of the Catholic
Church.

E. J. SoNGER. Continuously for the past
ten years Mr. Songer has given the best of his

abilities to the efficient administration of the
municipal affairs of Bucyrus in the office of

mayor. Mr. Songer 's sei-vice constitutes one
of the longest terms in such an office ia the
State of Ohio.

^Ir. Songer was born in Crawford County
October 6, 1867. His parents and grand-
parents were early settlers in this section of
Northwest Ohio. His grandfather, George
Songer, was born in Pennsylvania and came
to Ohio early in life, locating on a farm in

Whetstone Township of Crawford County.
He lived there a number of years and later

retired and spent his last days in Bucyrus.
The maternal grandfather was Joseph Stew-
art. He was born near Bedford, Pennsyl-
vania, and was a real Ohio pioneer, coming to

the state in 1819 and acquiring along with
three brothers some land direct from the Gov-
ernment in Crawford County. He did the
strenuous work involved in clearing up the

land, built a log cabin home, and the old

Stewart homestead was in the family owner-
ship until about seven years ago.

Mayor Songer is a sou of Jonathan and
Ruth (Stewart) Songer, both of whom were
natives of Whetstone Township, Crawford
County. The father was born in 1840 and the

mother in 1846. They were married in Craw-
ford County. Jonathan Songer enlisted in

Company A of the Twelfth Ohio Cavalry and
was in active service until wounded by a bush-

whacker at Licking Springs. For a number
of months he lay ui a hospital, was then sent

home, and never recovered from the wound,
which brought about his early death on March
4, 1871. His widow is still living. They had
two children, E. J. and Gertrude. Gertrude
is the wife of 0. L. Bradley, who recently re-

tired after fifteen years of service as manager
of the Carroll Foundry and Machine Com-
pany at Bucyrus and now holds an executive

position with the Ohio Steel Foundries Com-
pany. Jonathan Songer and wife were active

members of the Methodist Episcopal Chui'ch

and the father was a republican and was hon-

ored with several township offices.

E. J. Songer was only four years of age

when his father died. He received his early

education in the Bucyrus public schools, and
had an apprenticeship at the iron molders'

trade, which he followed as his regular occu-

pation until 1907, when he was elected to his

office as mayor of Bucyrus. Before his eleva-

tion to the mayoralty he was president of the

city council.

in 1897 Mr. Songer married Cora May
Risher. She was born at Wellsville, Ohio,

daughter of William Risher, who was a loco-
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motive eugiueer. ilr. Souger is active iu the
ludepeudent Order of Odd .Fellows, lias filled

aU the chairs in the Subordinate Lodge, and
also in the Encampment. He was exalted
ruler five terms iu Lodge No. 156 of the
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, is

now an honorary life member, and repre-

sented the Grand Lodge at Philadelphia iu

1907. In politics Mr. Songer is a democrat.

J.UIES A. Walker is truly the old and re-

liable photographer of W^ood County, having
been established at Bowling Greeu for thirty-

two years. He took up the art of photography
about the transition period between the old

wet plate and the modern dry plate system,
and he has seen eveiy important development
in the art with the excej^tion of the earliest

processes. Long years of experience has
brought him increasing skill and he is an
artist in every sense of the word. He is as

well versed in the modex'u processes of sepia

work, enlarging, color photogTaphy, and all

branches of commercial work as iu the stand-

ard photographic line. He has a valuable

assistant in his talented wife, who is most
capable in retouching and also iu painting
and enlarging.

For about thirty years Mr. Walker had his

studio on Main Street, but for the past three

years has been located in a fine studio which
he had built expressly for the purpose, and
in line with his long experience and careful

study of aU conditions and requirements, at

No. 125 East Wooster Street. The studio is

18x100 feet, and he has all the materials and
appliances for the highest type of photo-

graphy. When he did his first work in photo-

graphy Mr. Walker used the old wet plate

process, and whereas in earlier years he de-

pended exclusively on sunlight for his print-

ing he now has an electric lighting system
which enables him to do work night or day
and iu any kind of atmosphere.

Mr. Walker practically grew up in the

business. He served part of his apprentice-

ship in Toledo, and received his first instruc-

tion from the late R. P. Morrison. He was
practically the pioneer photographer in

Bowling Green, and the complete record

of his work would show negatives of people

from early infancy into mature manhood and
womanhood. Mr. Walker attributes the great-

est progress in photography during the last

ten years largely to the superior methods of

manufacture of supplies and materials.

He was bom in the east part of Center

Township of Wood County in a log cabin on
his father's farm September 15, 1859. He
grew up there, had a public school education,
and on leaving home he began his apprentice-
ship as a photographer. His parents Abram
and Susan (Thompson) Walker wei'e born
in Lincolnshire, England, of old English lines
of ancestry and both had previously been
married and both had two children. Upon
arriving in this county they were married
in Medina County, Ohio. They arrived in
this state seventy-six years ago and seventy
years ago they located in the swamps of
Center Townshap in Wood County. No roads
or ditches had been laid out and their home
was a log cabin surrounded by woods. Perrys-
burg was their market for everything. Here
they cleared up the land, gained a living from
it, and made it their home until they retired
into Bowling Green. The father died eigh-
teen years ago at the age of eighty and the
mother in 1912 when past ninety. It was an
accident which shortened her life and reduced
her normal expectation of years. Both were
known for their charitable and generous na-
ture and a kindliness to neighbors, and they
were devout members of the United Brethren
Church at Bowling Green. The father was
a republican.

James Walker is one of eleven children,
all now deceased except himself and his
brother John who lives in Grand Ledge, Mich-
igan, and has a family of sous and daughters.
James A. Walker man-ied Miss Jennie

Sweet, who was born at Perrysburg in Wood
County fifty-four years ago and was reared
and educated there. They have one son,
Ariel, now fourteen years of age, born Sep-
tember 19, 1903, and a student in the high
school. Mrs. Walker and her son are mem-
bers of the Seventh Day Adventist Church.

James M. Snodgrass. Through whatever
path of useful industry men may carry on the
business of life, they are inspired with the
hope that their undertakings will be success-

ful, but it is a fact that a large majority of
those who reach middle age with a comforta-
ble competency have been engaged in agri-

cultural pursuits. The soil in almost every
section of the United States responds to in-

telligent cultivation, and many are the pro-
ductive farms that have been developed in

Paulding County, Ohio, by men of farm ex-

perience and general good .judgment. A
farmer of this class is found in James M.
Snodgrass, whose 250 acres of Paulding
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Countj- laud has been placed under a high

state of cultivation.

James M. Snodgrass is a native of Indiana,

born in Washington County October 22, 1840.

His parents were Josiah and Margaret (Hols-

apple) Snodgra.ss, and his paternal grand-

father was Alexander Snodgrass, who moved
from Virginia to Ohio and later to South-

western Illinois. Still later he moved to

Washington County, Indiana, but he died in

Union County, Ohio. He was a local preacher

in the ilethodist Episcopal Church and he

also was engaged in farming. Josiah Snod-

grass was born in Virginia, one of a family

of five children, Josiah, Aaron, Christina, Re-

becca and Elizabeth. In 1S50 Josiah Snod-

grass moved with his family to McDonough
County, Illinois, where he engaged in farm-

ing for a time and then removed to Kansas
and died in Butler County in that state. He
was a democrat in his political views. A man
of sterling personal integritj^ he was re-

spected wherever he lived. Of his family of

twelve children three sons and one daughter

are still living.

James il. Snodgrass was ten years of age

when he returned from Indiana to Illinois,

and he remained there until he reached his

manhood in ]\lcDonough County, but in 1868

he located in Piatt County, where land at that

time could be secured as low as eight dollars

per acre. He bought a farm there of eighty

acres. Prior to this, however, while still in

McDonough County, ]\Ir. Snodgrass, in 186-1,

enlisted for service in the Civil war as a mem-
ber of Company L, Seventh Illinois Cavalry,

in which he served during the closing six

months of the war, his regiment being in the

Army of the Mississippi.

Mr. Snodgrass lived on his farm in Piatt

County for twenty-six years and then sold

it and moved to Benton County, Indiana, and
bought 160 acres northeast of Fowler. That

property ilr. Snodgrass developed into a fine

farm and carried on farming and stoekraising

there for a number of years and then took ad-

vantage of an excellent offer and sold out. In

1892 he bought a farm of 250 acres situated

IVo miles south of Paulding, in Paulding

County, Ohio, and this has been the family

home ever since. He carries on general farm-

ing, makes use of the best of machinery and
the finest of farm equipments and prospers

accordingly.

Mr. Snodgrass was married in Piatt

County, Illinois, to Miss Mary Parker, and

they have the following children : Margaret

L., who married Harry GoU; Mary G., who
married Henry Hague; Anna P.; James G.,

who married Gertrude Emerson; Amos W.,
who married Mamie Williams; Eai-l W., who
mai'ried Grace Dotson; and Alva D., the

youngest son, being his father's assistant on
the home farm. The two oldest sons are rail-

road men. jMr. Snodgi'ass belongs to the
Grand Army of the Republic post at Paul-
ding. He is a republican in his political views,

but has never desired any i^ublic office. He
is one of Paulding County's respected and
valued citizens.

Maas Beotheks. About a dozen years ago
three thrifty young Germans, John J., Bern-
ard and Charles A. Maas, with a superabund-
ance of vitalitj' and energy- that more than
made up for their limited capital, started in

business on Wooster Street in Bowling Green.
Their modest capital was invested in a limited

stock of groceries and they started to develop
a business. Today the firm of ilaas Brothers
is one of the leading mercantile houses of the

eity.

The have a large and handsome store at

420 East Wooster Street and furnish a con-

siderable share of the groceries and provisions

sold and consumed in that citj' and surround-
ing territory.

It was in August, 1906, that the business

was started. The brothers have always been
located on Wooster Street, though at several

different locations. Their fii-st quarters were
soon outgrown and they then removed to a

larger store, where they were located" four

years. In 1915 they built their present busi-

ness home, of block and 'tile construction,

twenty-four by eightj'-five feet, and two
stories. The upper story is arranged and

divided as living apartments. Besides a gen-

eral line of groceries the brothers handle no-

tions.

These three brothers were all bom in Cus-

tar. Wood County, Ohio. John J. is thirty-

six, Bernard thirty-four and Charles thirty-

two years of age. They grew up and received

their early training in Bowling Green, to

which city their parents removed when they

were children. John J. after completing a

high school course went to work as a mercan-

tile clerk for Mr. Wiggins and for five j-eare

was in the employ of G. H. Bankey, now of

Toledo. On the basis of this experience and

with the fruit of his savings he and his brother

Bernard opened the original stock of goods
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handled by the Maas Brothers. A year later

they were joined by Charles Maas.
The parents of these thrifty merchants are

Jacob and Elizabeth (Koch) Maas. Their
father was born in Germany in 1853 and
was nine years of age when he came to Amer-
ica on a sailing vessel. His parents Mr. and
rUi-s. John Maas came on to Wood County,
Ohio, and located on a farm near Custar.

Thej^ were pioneers and improved a raw tract

of land on which John and his wife spent

tlu'ir last years. Large frames and physical

vigor have been notable characteristics of the

Maas family. They were German Catholics

in religion, and John and his wife distin-

guished themselves as hard working, honest

people. John Maas was a man of liberal edu-

cation and had taught school in Germany and
.supervised the instruction of his own children.

Jacob Maas was one of nearly a dozen chil-

dren, sons and daughtere, and grew up on his

father's farm in Wood County. The old

homestead is now owned by his brother John
Maas. At the old ilaas home the first serv-

ices of the Catholic Church were held in that

vicinity liy one of the early Catholic mis-

sionaries. Those services in time developed

into a Catholic society known as St. Paul's

Catholic Church, ilembers of the Maas fam-

ily helped to organize and to build the original

church, and in the churchyard all the family

now deceased are buried side by side.

Jacob Maas and wife after their marriage

located in the country and Jacob found em-

ployment on the original railroad of the

county. For thirty-six years he was a stead.v

and dependable employe of the Bowling

Green, Tontogany and North Baltimore Rail-

road. He then retired from active labor, but

still owns the fine farm in Putnam County.

He and his second wife now live on ]\Ianville

avenue in Bowling Green. The mother of the

three Maas brothers died August 28, 1906,

at the age of forty-three. Besides these

brothers the other children were Henry, Jo-

seph and Rose. All of them are mai-ried ex-

cept Joseph.
John J. Maas married a New York City

girl, Martha Corbett. She was born in New
York, and graduated from the parochial

schools. She is of Irish parentage. Her par-

ents were married in New York City and her

father followed the trade of baker there until

his death. Mr. and Mrs. John J. Maas have

a son John, bom August 31, 1909, and now-

attending the public schools. The family are

all members of St. Aloysius Catholic Church.

John J. Maas and his brother Charles are
members of the Knights of Columbus.

Ralph D. Sneath, now president of the
Commercial National Bank of Tiffin, vice pres-
ident and treasurer of the Sneath-Cunning-
ham Company, president of the Sneath Glass
Company of Hartfoi'd City, Indiana, director
of the Webster Manufacturing Company of
Tiffin, and interested in a number of other
financial institutions, is a son of the late Sam-
uel B. Sneath, the well known banker and
business man and Tiffin pioneer whose career

has been reviewed on other pages.

A native of Tiffin, Ralph Davis Sneath was
born October 31, 1863, a son of Samuel B. and
Maiy L. (Davis) Sneath. He was educated
in the public schools of Tiffin and subsequently
attended Oberlin College and the Ohio State

LTiiiversity. At the age of twenty he took a
clerkship in the Commei'cial Bank, of which
his father was president. About four years
later he engaged with his father in the grain

and commission biisiiipss. He made splendid
use of his opiidi'tmiii ics gained by experience

and after tlir.'c years entered business on his

ow-n account. In 1890 he foi-med a partner-
ship with Arthur A. Cunningham in the grain

Imsiness, and the partnership has since be-

come the incorporation, the Sneath-Cuuning-
ham Company, one of the largest firms of

grain dealers in Ohio. The firm operates a

score or more of elevators in Seneca and ad-

joining counties. Mr. Sneath has also in re-

cent years assumed the presidency of the bank
of which his father was for so many years at

tlie head. Mr. Sneath has taken a very active

part in the banking business. He was presi-

dent of the Ohio Bankers' Association in 1914-

1915 and is at present a member of the Ad-
visory Board of the American Bankers ' Asso-

ciation.

Mr. Sneath is a republican and a member
of the Greek Letter Fraternity Chi Phi. On
July 14, 1886, he married Miss Nancy Hurst
Moore, a native of Pennsylvania and a daugh-

ter of Rev. R, B. Moore. The two children of

Mr. and Mrs. Sneath are Samuel, a graduate

of Yale University, and Emily Louise Sneath,

a graduate of the Willard School.

N. EsTA Arnold of ^Marion has had many
interesting and prominent associations with

business and piiblic affairs in Northwest Ohio.

He is an old newspaper man and publisher,

has been a leader in democratic politics, and
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is now siiecessfully engaged in tlie coal busi-

ness.

Mr. Arnold was born at Pomeroy, Ohio,

July 23, 1868, a son of C. A. JM. and Susan
(Carleton) Arnold. His grandfather, "Wil-

liam L. Arnold, was a native of Pennsylvania,

and a millM'right by ti-ade. He located at

Pomeroy, Ohio, in 1853. He reared a family

of eleven children, and one of his sons, James
M., served four years in the Union army. Mr.
Arnold's maternal grandfather was John
Carleton, who was born in County Wicklow,
Ireland, and sailed from Cork and after a

voyage of sixteen weeks he was landed in

America. He was prominently identified with

the development of coal deposits in Southern
Ohio and acquired extensive tracts of land.

He was a man of distinction in many ways,
honorable, straightforward and a true Chris-

tian.

C. A. M. Arnold was boi-n in Venango
County, Pennsylvania, January 19, 1844, and
is still living at Pomeroy. He was married
near Pomeroy in August, 1867. His wife was
born near Pomeroy in 1847 and died May 1,

1915. She was a splendid wife and mother
and her influence over her children has been

beautifully told in one of the poems of which
N. Esta Arnold is the author under the title

"My Mother's Hands," which is given here-

with :

'Sir Mother's H^vnds.

I can feel the touch of my Mother's hands
As I sit alone in lier old arm chair,

I can hear her voice—so sweet and low

!

As she gently combed my tangled hair.

I can feel that touch so mild and sweet

As she soothed the pain in my aching head
And gently laid me by her side

And "sang me to sleep "in my trundle bed.

But oh ! for the touch of my Mother 's hands
And oh ! for the sound of her soft sweet voice,

Which raemoi-y wafts from the Better Land
Now she's at Home—She was His choice.

God knoweth best! His way is Right,

He knoweth all and doth not err.

He gaveth tlie hands to touch her boy,

To the end he might be drawn to her.

From the windows in Heaven she looketh
down

;

Her hands outsti'etched to welcome me,
Her face all free from sorrow and care.

As she speaks so sweetly
—'

' The Lord is here.
'

'

C. A. M. Arnold became a contractor and
builder, and followed that business for many
years. About thirty-three years ago he was
superintendent of the rebuilding of the State
Capitol at Charleston, West Virginia. About
1887 he was in the building business for a
year or more at Wichita, Kansas, during the
boom daj's in that coimtry. He is now living

retired at Pomeroy and owns a good farm and
a splendid home, having attained success from
humble beginnings. He is a member and for-

merly an elder of the First Presbyterian
Church of Pomeroy, and a democrat in poli-

tics. In former years he was quite active in

democratic circles, but was never elected to

office because his home was always in a strong
republican district.

There were seven children in the family,

five sons and two daughters, N. Esta being the
oldest. Alberta, wife of A. R. Abshire of

AVinchester, Indiana, is the mother of four
daughters, all well educated. These four
daughters are: Edith Belle, who completed
her training in Virginia College and is now
a teacher in the schools of Winchester, In-

diana : Esta Lueile, who has completed the

high school course ; and Elma Susan and Ruth.
The third child, John Thurman Arnold, is a
farmer near Pomeroy on his grandfather's old

homestead, and he is married and has five

children, the oldest, IMary Susan, being a

graduate of the high school and now continu-

ing her education at Athens, Ohio. Wade C.

Arnold, the fourth child, is an attorney by
profession, but is now sales agent for the

Delaware, Lackawanna & Western Coal Com-
pany at Warsaw, Indiana, and in early life

was a teacher. McKinney Arnold, Jr., the fifth

child is an expert linotype operator now liv-

ing at Cleveland, Ohio. Clermont L. Arnold
is an electrician at Syracuse, Ohio. Helen
Mabel Arnold, the seventh and youngest child,

is a graduate of high school and of Kemarr
College at Hagerstown, Maryland, has taught
school five years, was well trained in both
music and art and has had charge of those

departments in several schools in Indiana and
elsewhere. She is still living with her father.

N. Esta Arnold attended the common
schools near Pomeroy and spent four winters
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iu Carleton College at Syracuse, Ohio, an
institution founded by his great-uncle, Isaac
Carleton. Mr. Arnold was only sixteen years
of age when he essayed writing for the news-
papers, and at the age of twenty-one was man-
aging editor of the Herald at Middleport,
Ohio, where he remained three years. Re-
turning to Pomeroy he then established the
N. E. Arnold Publishing House, but sold out
after three years and re-entei'ed newspaper
business with Elmer S. Trussell on the old

Telegraph. The plant of this paper was
burned February IS, 1897, without insurance.

Mr. Arnold then, through the backing of
friends, re-established the N. E. Arnold Pub-
lishing House. He also became managing
editor of the State Gazette at Point Pleasant,

West Virginia, whei'e he remained until Sep-
tember 1, 1900, and coming to Marion, Ohio,
took the editorial department of the Daily
Mirror, and continued his active associations

as a journalist for 71/2 years.

In 1908 Mr. Arnold engaged in the coal

business and is now sales agent for the Jones
& Adams Coal Company, with his territory

in Ohio, Indiana and Michigan. He also owns
and controls the Chapman Coal & Supply
Company of Marion.
For five consecutive years Mr. Arnold was

secretary and treasurer of the Ohio Demo-
cratic Editorial Association. He has always
been a democrat, was a member of the County
Board of Elections for a number of years, and
was delegate to four consecutive state conven-
tions, each of which nominated a candidate
for governor who was elected.

On June 8, 1892, Mr. Arnold married Fan-
nie Margaret Chapman, daughter of A. F.

Chapman, a prominent manufacturer and
business man of Pomeroy. Mrs. Arnold was
educated in the Broaddus College at Clarks-

burg, West Virginia. She is an active mem-
ber of the Baptist Church, while Mr. Arnold
is a Presbyterian, having served as elder

of his church 71/0 years and having given

much of his time to the Sunday school. He
now teaches a class in the Sunday school both

morning and afternoon. He is a Knight Tem-
plar Mason and holds the thirty-second de-

gree in the Scottish' Rite, and when he took

the thirty-second desrree he was orator of the

class at Columbus. Mr. Arnold has been presi-

dent of the Civil Service Commission of Ma-
rion since it was established. In Masonry he

is a member of the National Research Society

of the United States, and is also prominent in

the Knights of Pythias, having held all the

offices in the local lodge, being a charter mem-
ber of Pomeroy Lodge No. 596, and was dis-

trict deputy grand chancellor. While Mr.
Arnold is one of the thoroughly practical
business men and burdened with many re-

sponsibilities he has found literature a diver-
sion since early youth and aside from his

newspaper work has written much meritorious
poetry and prose.

Andrew AuLiEn Ensminger, a veteran
Union soldier, has lived a life of intense ac-

tivity and has been closely identified with
Wood County for over forty-five years both
as a farmer and citizen. Mr. Ensminger is

now enjoying the fruits of his earlier years
in quiet retirement at the Village of Portage.

He is a native of Northwest Ohio, having
been born in Van Buren, Allen Township,
Hancock County, April 13, 1843. His father,

Perry D. Ensminger, was born in Somerset
County, Pennsylvania, in November, 1817, and
died March 14, 1865. The mother, whose
maiden name was Phoebe Vail, was born in

Hancock County, Ohio, December 25, 1820,

and died in that county also on December 25,

Christmas Day, 1848, at her twenty-eighth

birthday.

In 1831, when Perry D. Ensminger was
fourteen years of age, he removed to Wayne
County, Ohio, with his parents Mr. and
Mrs. George Ensminger. George Ensminger
married a Miss Umbarger. From Wayne
County the family soon moved to Allen Town-
ship of Hancock County, it being necessary

to blaze the way from Fostoria to the new
home on the Ridge bordering the black swamp
of that section. George Ensminger was a very

vigorous and hard working pioneer and
cleared up and developed a fine tract of farm
land in Hancock County. He and his wife

died when quite old in Allen Township of

that county. They had eleven children, eight

sons and three daughters, all of whom grew

up and all inherited the vitality of their par-

ents, married and had children. His sons

were named David, Michael, George, Jr.,

Perry D., Lyman, Milton and Alfred.

After their marriage Perrv D. Ensminger
and wife lived in Allen Township until her

death and he then established a general mer-

chandise business in Van Buren. As one of

the early merchants there he had to combat

the difficulties of pioneer transportation.

When he laid in a stock of goods he carried

his money to Buffalo, New York, and had his

merchandise shipped to Pen^'sburg. Ohio, and
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from there it was conveyed over the country

roads in wagons and teams for twenty-eight

miles to his store. Many times the roads were
practically impassable. Perry D. Ensminger
and wife had the following children : Harriet,

born April 19, 1848, lives at Columbus, Ohio,

widow of James Lang and has one child;

Cytharia, who died in March, 1913, married

John Gibble, also deceased, and left three

jsous and one daughter; the next in age is

Andrew Allen ; Jane is the wife of Eli Spitler

of Van Buren, Ohio, and the mother of four

sons and two daughters ; and Phoebe R. is the

wife of John Ames of Bourbon, Indiana, and
they have a family of six children.

Andrew Allen Ensminger grew up on the

home farm of his father and had a veiy

limited schooling. He was only five years

of age when his mother died, and he early

learned to develop the resources of his own
character and mind, and though largely self

educated he has a keen intelligence due to

his extended dealings with men and affairs.

As a boy he was very slight physically,

weighing only ninety-nine pounds when the

Civil war was in progress. He was accepted

as a member of the Ohio National Guard,

but was refused an early enlistment in the

Twenty-first Ohio Volunteer Infantry. Fin-

ally in 1864 he was accepted as a soldier in

Company G of the 133rd Ohio Infantry, and
was ia active service until November of that

year. His regiment was with Grant at Peters-

burg, at Piedmont, and in the campaign up
the James River.

In 1871 ilr. Ensminger transferred his

home from Hancock County to Wood County,

and in Bloom Township Ijought the Henry
Copas farm in section 31. In June, 1873,

having sold this fai'm, he removed to the Vil-

lage of Portage and bought property within

the corporation limits and from time to time

has extended his purchases to land in differ-

ent localities. He acquired several hundred
acres of the fine soil in Portage Township
and more than 200 acres in Washington
and Damascus townships of Henry County.

All of this land shows the results of his

industrj^ and intelligent management and
has been improved and made many times more
valuable than when he bought it. On three

of his farms he has productive oil wells, and
this part of his property alone constitutes al-

most an independent fortune. Recently Mr.
Ensminger deeded to his children all his prop-
erty except his homestead in Portage Town-
ship near the village of that name.

On December 5, 1865, at the age of twenty-'

two, and after he had given his loyal service

to his country as a soldier, Mr. Ensminger
married at Van Buren, Ohio, ]\liss Jane Shaw.
She was bom at Green Spring in Sandusky
County, Ohio, September 21, 1846, but spent

much of her early girlhood with the Van Doru
family at Tiffin, Ohio, after she was fourteen

years of age. Mi-s. Ensminger died at her

home in Portage June 21, 1894, the mother
of four children. The daughter Mary D.,

born January 5, 1867, was well educated and
qualified as a teacher, married C. A. Johnson,

and at her death on February 22, 1913, left

three children named Allen, Leonard and
Walter. The daughter Maggie L., born ]\Iarch

27, 1869, was educated in Portage and is the

wife of Mr. Charles J. Teller, a wealthy farmer
and active business man of Portage ; they

have two children, Jennie F. and Helena F.

Phoebe I., the third of the children, was bom
June 17, 1871; she is the wife of Lewis
Kramer, a farmer in Wood County and their

children are Bertha, now the wife of Isaac

H. Shinew, and Russel and Lewis Kramer.
The youngest of the Ensminger children,

Bertha B., bom January 24, 1874, is the wife

of Franklin Kuauss, of Weston, a shipper of

livestock, and their children are Mammie
Geneva (deceased) and Mearl FranMin.
Mr. Ensminger with his family has been

actively identified with the LTnited Brethren

Church. As a republican he has filled various

township offices and has been treasurer, coun-

cilman and a member of the school board in

the Village of Portage for many years. Mr.
Ensminger married for his second wife at

Portage Miss Austa Patterson. She was born

in Tmmbull County, Ohio, in October, 1846,

and she died June 10, 1915, six months after

her marriage. Her parents SheUis and Mary
Patterson, were early settlers at Portage,

where her father was a general merchant and
died in old age. His wife died when in mid-

dle years.

William S. East was formerly president of

the East Iron and Machine Company of Lima.

This is one of the largest and most success-

ful industries of the city. It occupies the

old site of the Lima Locomotive and Machine

Works on East Market Street. The company
was organized and incorporated in 1903, be-

ginning with a capital of .$100,000, which has

since been increased to .$400,000. During its

existence the company has introduced the

equipment and machinerj' for the manufac-
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ture of a varied line of products. It has
made somewhat of a specialty of structural
and ornamental iron work, and has also manu-
factured iron railing, stairways, fire escapes,

jail consti-uction, gray iron castings and large
asphalt plants, and since the beginning of

the great European war the plant has been
largely reorganized for the manufacture of

munitions. The buildings cover a block of

ground, a large force of workmen are em-
ployed, and the payroll is one of the most im-

portant assets to the prosperity of Lima.
The success of the business is largely due

to the former president, who began his career

as a mechanic, and on the basis of a trade has

developed both his original genius in me-
chanical affairs and a high degree of exec-

utive ability. He was born at Lima, Decem-
ber 25, 1866, a son of Abraham East and a
grandson of Isaac East. The East family is

of English descent, the first of the name hav-

ing come to New England in colonial days.

The Easts are pioneers of Allen County.
Isaac East came here during the decade of

the '30s, and established the first flom-iug

mill in the county. When he came Allen

County was largely a wilderness, had few
towns, and most of the land was still in the

woods and could be obtained directly from
the Government. Indians, deer and wild

game were still abundant. In the milling

business he was succeeded by his sons Abra-
ham and David, and he continued the industry

for many yeai-s. David East at one time

served as county treasurer of Allen County.

William S. East had the advantages of the

common and high schools at Lima, but as

soon as his pai'cnts were willing he left school

to learn the trade of machinist. He remained
a shop worker for twelve years, and for the

past nineteen years has been in business for

himself.

In February, this year, Mr. East retired to

his farm and is now devoting his entire time

to farming and recreation.

In 1891 Mr. East married Blanche Trues-

dale. Her father, S. D. Truesdale, was a

well known citizen of Delphos, Ohio.

The present officers of the East Iron and
Machine Company are: Mr. C. C. Mosher,

president and general manager; Mr. W. T.

Agerter, vice president; Mr. H. C. Coleman,

treasurer; Mr. S. A. Benedict, secretary and
assistant manager.

CHiiKLES H. Johnson, proprietor of the

City Automobile Salesroom and Garage at

Upper Sandusky, is a man of many experi-

ences and one who has gained success by over-

coming obstacles from early boyhood.
Mr. Johnson was born at Goderich in On-

tario, Canada, October 21, 1873, a son of

E. L. and Mary Jane (Bates) Johnson. He
is of English and Scotch-Irish ancestiy. His
maternal grandfather Bates married a Miss
Eaton in Ireland. In that country he be-

came involved in political troubles and had
to refugee to America. He and his family
brought their linen and silver and settled at

Goderich in Outai'io.

Charles II. Johnson acquired his early

school training at Goderich, Ontario, and at

the age of thirteen, after his mother's death,

his father moved to Gallon; Ohio. Here Mr.
Johnson continued to attend school until he

had nearly completed the common school

course.

At the age of sixteen he started to earn

liis own way. It was his intention and ambi-

tion at the time to prepare himself for the

l^rofession of the physician. He earned the

money necessaiy and in 1893 entered the Ohio
Medical University and attended all but a

portion of one term, when, thi'ough failing

eyesight, he was obliged to abandon his studies

and never entered the profession of his early

choice.

After this discomfiture of his plans he went
to work on a farm in Shelby County, Ohio,

and continued farming as a renter for about

eight years. He made a living at this occupa-

tion, but on leaving the farm he resorted to

an entirely new occupation. He learned the

machinist's trade and for several years was
employed by the Erie Railroad Company. In

the fall of 1912 ilr. Johnson removed to

Upper Sandusky. He had saved some money
and invested in the City Garage at 212-214

North Sandusky Street. This business he has

successfully conducted ever since. His trade

has increased so as to justify an increase of

his plant four different times. Mr. Johnson
now has the Wyandot County agencj- for

the Hudson car.

In 1896 he married ^Mi.ss Daisv B. Sawyer,

daughter of G. A. and Ella I. (Richards)

Sawj-er. Her father was a merchant in Ohio.

Mr. and Mrs. Johnson have four children

:

Ralph Eaton, born in 1897; Mary Elizabeth,

born in 1898 ; Theodore Sidney, born in 1905
;

and Robert Willis, born in 1912. In polities

'Sir. Johnson is an independent. He has fra-

ternal affiliations with the Knights of Pythias

Order.
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Hon. C. H. Norris of Marion was for over

twenty-five years a judge of different courts

in ]iis section of Ohio and is a lawyer of al-

most half a century's exj^ei'ience. He is now
retii-ed from the bench and the forums of

active practice and richly deserves the dignity

and comforts that surround his advancing
years.

Judge Norris was born in Waldo Township
of Marion County, Ohio, September 29, 1849.

When he was four years old his parents, Dan-
iel and Rosanna (French) Norris moved to

Morrow County, Ohio, and that was their

home for thirteen years. Judge Norris at-

tended the public schools while there and at

the age of seventeen graduated from the high

school at Cardington. The family returned to

Marion Countj' in 1866, and in the following

year he entered the University of Michigan,

where he was graduated in the law course in

June, 1869. Following his admission to the

bar at Dayton, Ohio, he was made prosecuting

attorney of Marion County in July, 1869, and
filled that office consecutively for eight years.

He also built up a splendid law practice and
for many years was a prominent factor in the

commercial life of his home county. He was
formerly vice president of the Norris & Chris-

tian Lime and Stone Company.
At an early time in his career his ability as

a public leader was recognized, though most
of his public service was in the strict lines

of his profession. In 1880 he was a candidate

for Congress. Judge Norris was first elevated

to the bench in 1885, when he became judge
of the Court of Common Pleas. He filled that

office two terms and in 1896 was elected judge
of the Circuit Court and was on the Circuit

Bench twelve years. Since retiring from
office Judge Norris has devoted much of his

time to his large farm situated near Marion.
It is one of the best improved farms in Marion
County.
Judge Norris has long been affiliated with

the Masonic Order in its different branches
and has been identified with many movements
and enterprises in his home city. He married
Jessie Harshberger.

La Omri Webster has for over thirty years

been one of the leading \aneyardists and citi-

zens of Middle Bass Island and his people
were among the pioneers in these islands of

Lake Erie.

Mr. Webster was born in Dane County,
Wisconsin, October 20, 1854, a son of De La-
fayette and Emeline (Holly) Webster. The

family were among the pioneers in Southern
Wisconsin, but in 1862 they removed to Bass
Islands of Lake Erie. They first located at

Lime-Kiln, near East Point, Put-in-Bay, and
the parents lived in that vicinity the rest of

their lives. The father developed a vineyard
and was highly honored as a substantial citi-

zen and business man. There were four chil-

dren: La Roy spent his life at Put-in-Bay;
La Fevre and La Torry were both soldiers

in the Union army during the Civil war and
now live in California.

La Omri Webster was the youngest of the

family and has lived on the Islands of Lake
Erie since he was eight years of age. As a

young man he did various lines of work on the

shore and subsequently did some fishing. In
1882 he removed to Middle Bass, and now
resides at East Point on that island. As a

result of experience and a thoroughly practi-

cal study he has become one of the acknowl-
edged leaders in the fruit industry of this

island. He has developed a splendid place of

about twenty-three acres, and has a vineyard
of fourteen acres and approximately a thou-

sand fruit trees. This in itself constitutes a

large industry more than one man could per-

sonally attend to, and under his management
it is a profitable business.

Mr. Webster married Miss Julia Lutes,

member of one of the prominent families of

Middle Bass. Her father, John Lutes, was
an early settler on Middle Bass, and his tragic

death is still well recalled by the people of

the island. He died when the boiler of the

old American Eagle blew up and the boat

sank. He and his wife and their daugh-

ter Julia, were passengers in the cabin of the

American Eagle. As a result of the explosion

they were all badly scalded. However, Mr.

Elites managed to carry out his wife and
daughter, but while doing so inlialed so much
steam that, taken in connection with the

severe bums, he died. The old Lutes home-

stead is just east of the present Webster place.

The fine large house in which tlie Lutes fam-

ily grew up is now used as a club house. Mr.

Lutes had the following children : Albert,

Charles, Miles, Arthur, Sarah IMary, wife of

Fred Hanck. Frank, and Mrs. Webster. They
all live on Middle Bass and the sons have ad-

joining vineyards at East Point.

Mr. and Mrs. Webster have two children:

Earl Lafayette is a successful young attorney

at Toledo, practicing as a member of the firm

of Robinson & Webster. Vera is the wife

of John Roesch, a vineyardist on Middle
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Bass, and they have two children, Irene and
Richard.
While the making of a home and the man-

agement of his business afi'airs have occupied

liis time so steadily for many years, Mr. Web-
ster has not neglected the communitj' respon-

sibilities of a good citizen. He served eight

years as town trustee and is now clerk of the

board of education. He is a republican and
is affiliated with the Knights of the Maccabees.

Guy C. Dittenh.u'er has spent his active

business career chiefly at Paulding, Ohio,

where he is a real estate man and a practical

farmer. Mr. Dittenhaver takes just pride in

what he has accomplished in his line of busi-

ness, having bought and sold as high as a

million dollars in value of farms in one year.

The farms now owned bj^ him are models in

improvement and efficient management.
His birth occurred at Napoleon in Henry

County, Ohio, March 15, 1867, a son of Je-

rome B. and Malinda A. (Parker) Ditten-

haver, both of whom are natives of Ohio. His

father was a successful druggist in Toledo up
to the date of his death in 1916. He was a

model citizen and stanch democrat.

Guy C. Dittenhaver, the fourth in a family

of six children, spent practically the first

twenty-seven years of his life at home, though

in the meantime he had acquired considerable

interests and responsibilities in a business and

professional way. He attended the common
schools, graduating from the Napoleon High
School in 1886, and for four years was a

teacher in the public schools of Napoleon. In

1895 he was married to Alethea H. Leach, of

Toledo, the result of this union being a daugh-

ter, Frances R., and son, Harold A., both of

whom, having graduated from the Paulding

High School, are seeking higher education in

college.

Soon after his marriage Mr. Dittenhaver

came to Paulding, which county had begun to

forge to the front, showing promise of becom-

ing one of the richest agricultural districts

in the Middle West. He has since been ac-

tively engaged in the real estate business,

buying and selling farm lands. At the pres-

ent time his own farms, aggregating over

1,000 acres of black com land, are recognized

as some of the best developed in the state,

and were bought by him a number of years

ago at a price around $100 per acre, such

land at present being held at $250 per acre.

Mr. Dittenhaver has given much of his time

and money to the welfare and improvement

of his home city, and is now a member of the

Carnegie Library Board. He is prominent
in lodge circles, having attained the thirty-

second degree in Masonry, being a member
of the Toledo Consistory, Ancient Accepted
Scottish Rite, Valley of Toledo, also a mem-
ber of Zenobia Shrine, Toledo. As to church,

he is Presbyterian, being a member of the

First Presbyterian Church of Paulding. In

politics he is an active and enthusiastic demo-
crat, but has always declined political prefer-

ment.
^Inch of Mr. Dittenhaver 's early life was

spent in the newspaper business as steno-

graphic reporter and correspondent on sev-

eral of the leading newspapers of the state.

When quite young he was editor of the Wood
County Democrat, a paper published at Bowl-

ing Green, Ohio, and his featui-e articles for

metropolitan papers were widely read. He
has always been a student of our best litera-

ture.

Fulton M. Mercee has spent his active

career in Wood County, largely as an agri-

culturist and developer of farms, and with a

handsome competency is now living retired in

Bowling Green. ,

He is owner of the old Mercer homestead

which has descended in direct line withoiit

a single change in title since it was acquired

from the government. He has also given

lands to his children, and also has 320 acres

of farming land improved and drained in

Jackson Township of Wood County.

Mr. Mercer and other members of the fam-

ily have done as much if not more than any

other gi-oup of individuals to promote modern

ideas a.s to the management of lands, espe-

cially in the direction of thorough drainage.

Much of the important drainage work under-

taken in Wood County within the last fifty

years has been actively promoted by members

of the Mercer family. Mr. Fulton IM. Mercer

can speak with special authority on the ad-

visability and profit of drainage, since much

of his success is due to this class of improve-

ments.

Nine years ago Mr. Mercer buUt a beauti-

ful and modem home at 432 South Main

Street in Bowling Green. Practically that

entire block has been built up by members

of the Mercer family and is located in one

of the fine residential sections of the city.

It was Tilr. Mercer and his brother Jackson

D. who constmcted the larger Mercer Block
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on North Main Street, one of tlie best busi-

ness structures of the city.

Fulton M. Mercer was born in Libert}-

Township of Wood County August 1, 1859.

His grandfather, William Mercer, was born
in Eastern Pennsylvania May 13, 1775, and
married Charity Pettit, who was born there

in 1781. The Pettits were pioneers settlers

in Columbiana County, Ohio. William Mer-
cer and wife came into the wilderness of

Wood County in 1834, .more than eighty years

ago. The laud which William Mercer se-

cured from the government in Liberty Town-
ship in that year is now part of the posses-

sions of Pulton M. Mercer. He died there

March 2, 1839, and his widow survived him
until 1855. They had a large family of thir-

teen children, all of whom are now deceased.

Charles Mercer, father of Fulton M., was born
in Columbiana County April 22, 1826, and
inherited part of the old homestead and in

the course of time had an extensive acreage
under his management and ownership. He re-

tired to Bowling Green in 1888 and died

there about 1890. He was married in Wood
County about 1855 to Jaue Mominee, who
is still living at Bowling Green at the age
of seventy-seven and represents one of the

oldest families around the Great Lakes. Her
people were of the Canadian French stock and
were identified with the old settlements around
Detroit before that region was transferred

to American ownership. All this family his-

tory and many other details are recounted
on other pages of this work.
Fulton M. Mercer grew up on the old Mer-

cer homestead in Liberty Township, received

his education in the local schools and early

took up farming as liis regular vocation. He
followed that until he removed to Bowling
Green. His portion of the old homestead
comprises 132 acres. It was the land which
his grandfather started to improve and has
never been out of the family ownership.

Besides his progi-essive work in the matter
of promoting drainage and general farm prog-
ress, Mr. Mercer was active in local school

affairs, serving as clerk and treasurer in his

native township and has proved a good friend
of every public spirited movement. He and
his family are members of the Christian
Church.
He was married at the old homestead in

Wood County to Miss Frances C. Frisbie.

She was bom at Prairie Depot in Wood
County October 10, 1859, and was reared and
educated there. Her father, Theodore Frisbie,

gave his life as a sacrifice to the cause of the
Union during the Civil war. He ser^^ed as a
soldier in the Union ranks until captured in

battle, and during his confiuement in the

notorious prison stockade at AndersonviUe,
Geoi-gia, died of starvation. He was then
in the prime of life. Mr. and Mrs. Mercer
became the parents of four children. Clay-
ton died at the age of eight and Elmer Dow-
ling died while in the last year of his studies

at Bethany College in West Virginia. A
daughter and son are still living. Deborah,
who was born in Liberty Township, completed
the course of the Bowling Green public schools

and is now the wife of Bert King, a farmer
in Perrysburg Township of Wood County.
Mr. and Mrs. King have two daughters, Mil-

dred Lucile, aged ten, and Gertrude A., aged
eight, both of them in school. Charles L.,

the oidy living son, was educated at Rudolph
and Bowling Green, and now has the active

management of a fine farm in section 18 of

Perrysburg Township. He has shown many
of the qualities that have distinguished the

family and employs his brains and intelligence

along with the hard work of his hands. He
is married but he and his wife have no chil-

dren.

C.vREY Jay Orwig. A special instance of

the office seeking the man rather than the

man the ofSee was given in the recent gen-

eral election in Wyandot County when the

people chose for the responsibilities of sheriff

a man whose name had previously been un-

known in politics and with nothing to recom-

mend him for that ofBce except his known
capacity for work and thorough honesty and
integrity.

Sheriff Orwig is a farmer and has been

identified with the management of the old

hotne farm in Richland Township since he

left school. He never eared to hold office and
first mixed in county politics when he became
a candidate for sheriff. The people of the

county have come to know him, and their con-

fidence in his ability to run the sheriff's office

as it should be run has found evidence in the

fact that in the entire county he lost only

two precincts and those by verv few votes.

Mr. Orwig is a democrat.

He was born on his father's farm in Rich-

land Township of Wyandot County. February-

26. 1882. He is a son of Samuel Morgan and
Ella CBartlett) Orwig. The Orwigs are of

Mayflower stock and have lived close to the

soil throughout their 300-year record in Amer-
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ica. The Bartletts were among the first set-

tlers in Wyanilot County. Mr. Orwig is of

Yankee stock all along the line, with only a
slight admixture of German blood. His father
(lied October 8, 189S, and his mother is still

living on the home farm.
C. J. Orwig attended the countrj^ schools

in Richland Township and also the Wharton
High School. At the age of nineteen he left

school to begin work on the old farm and soon
took its active management and followed the

business with no interruption until he entered
upoii his duties as shei-iff of the county on
January 1, 1917.

Jlr. Orwig is a member of the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks, and is past
chancellor commander of the Knights of

Pythias. In 1903 he married Miss Ferra Cole,

a daughter of Philip and Anna (Mohre) Cole,

of Richland Township. Her parents were
early farmers in that locality.

RuPUS V. Se-VRS. a prominent member of

the Bucyrus bar and a representative citizen

along every line of intelligent effort is found
in Rufus V. Sears, who belongs to one of the

old settled families of Crawford County, Ohio.

He was born on the Sears homestead, a few
miles distant from Bucyrus, and is a son of

Benjamin and ilclissa f^Iiiiick') Scars, nnd on
both sides can claim IJcvuliilioiKiry am. ^tors.

Benjamin Sears was liom at Dcllii. in Dela-

ware County, New York, October 11, 1S24.

came to Crawford County, Ohio, in 1836, and
died at his home in Bucyrus on May 20, 1917,

a worthy man whose long life had covered
ninety-two years seven months and eleven

days. He was the second son of Elkanah and
Desiar (Phelps) Sears. He was married to

Melissa Minick May 14, 1851, who died Janu-
ary 20, 1915, and the.y became the parents of

nine children, the suiwivors being : Alice M.,

who resides at Bucyrus; i'\Iindia P.. who is a

resident of Santa Barbara, California : Rufus
V. ; Frank 0., of Bucyrus, Ohio ; Hiram B.,

who resides at Buc.yrus ; Mrs. Bertha JI. Dor-

ranee, wife of Rev. John Dorrance, now sta-

tioned at Santa Clara. Utah; and Mrs. Ruby
D. Carpenter^ wife of 0. W. Carpenter, whose
home is at Lakewood, Ohio.

Benjamin Sears was a grandson of Benja-

min Sears, who was a Baptist missiouai-v- and
who died at Delaware, Ohio, in 1821, while

returning to New York from Fort Wayne,
where he and his sons had established the

first Baptist mission in that region, then fron-

tier territom-. Elkanah Sears came to Craw-

ford Coiuity with his wife and four children
in 1836, his son Benjamin being then a boy of
twelve years. He grew to robust manhood
and for years was an active farmer west of
Bucyrus and was so successful in his horti-
cultural efl:orts that he was considered an
authority on fruit growing in this section.
He acquired valuable real estate and for a
number of years before his death took a great
deal of interest in the trees, shrubs and
flowers whicli had grown from his planting
aroiuid his comfortable residence in this city.

In his active years he was a man of much
importance at Bucyrus. He was one of the
founders and original stockliolders of the
First National Bank of Bucyrus and survived
all of that body of enterprising men. He lived

to see and to rejoice in the wonderful develop-
ment of this section of Ohio from a compara-
tive wilderness and helped to change the vir-

gin soil into productive farming laud. He
passed away honored and revered, reaching
an unusual age because of wholesome living,

mental activity and kindly interest in others,

maintaining a benevolent attitude to human-
ity and always being able to recognize the

good and forgive the evil.

IiiifiK \'. Seals attended the country schools

in b':> hoiiil and later the Bucj'rus High
Sclutol, Iroiii wliich he was creditably gradu-
ated, after which he applied himself to the

study of law and in 1886 was admitted to the

Ohio bar. He opened a law office at Bucyrus
and engaged in practice and continued alone
imtil 1893, when he entered into partnership
with the late Hon. S. R. Harris, his father-in-

law, and for many years this firm, as partners
and individually was a strong combination in

the Crawford County courts. Since the death
of Judge Harris, Mr. Sears has continued
alone and has made an enviable reputation for

himself through his able handling of a num-
ber of very important cases of litigation.

Mr. Sears was married in 1888 to Miss
Sallie J. Harris, who is a daughter of the late

Hon. S. R. Harris, and they have three sons:

Paul Bigelow, Demas Lindley and John
Dudley. The three sons entered the army at

the outbreak of the war with Germany. Paul
B.; who was a professor in Ohio State Univer-
sity, is a sergeant major in the new National
Army; Demas Lindley, who graduated at

Ohio State University in 1916, and was ad-

mitted to the bar and began practice with one

of the leading law firms of Cleveland, en-

tered the army at the time of the threatened

trouble with IMexico, and is now first lieuten-
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ant in the First United States Regular Cav-

alry ; and John Dudley, nineteen years of age,

and a junior at Ohio State University, en-

listed in Company A of the Eighth Ohio In-

fantry and is now a non-eominissioned officer

in that regiment.

The two older sons are married, Paul hav-

ing married Marjorie Lee JMcCutchen of Vir-

ginia, June 22, 1917, and Demas L. married

Lura Belle Grigsby of Illinois, September 25,

1917.

Mr. Sears belongs to that class of depend-

able and constructive citizens who do many
unselfish things to advance public movements
and promote substantial enterprises. He is a

republican in his political affiliation and is

loyal to party and friends, but has seldom

consented to accept political preferment for

himself, and is a man who, in times of public

stress, can put aside any ambition he may
have cherished to unite for the general wel-

fare. He is identified iu a business way with

several of the prosperous enterprises of this

city and is vice president of the First National

Bank of Bucyrus, of which his late father,

as mentioned above, was«oue of the founders.

There is no name in Crawford County that

is held in higher esteem than the one he bears.

M. B. Reider. Bowling Green has a mill

whose wheels have been turning and grind-

ing out the staff of daily life for over thirty

years. Throughout that time M.- B. Reider

has been in active control and proprietor of

this establishment, known as the Union Mills.

The machinery has been changed, the processes

adapted to modern conditions, and the old

building has been torn down and a new one

erected, but always the position of the business

has been in the one and the same spot. The
Union MUls manufacture flour, feed and meal,

and it is largely a domestic business. Their

leading brands of flour are "Our Favorite"

and "Vitala" and the granulated corn meal.

The business was established in 1884. In
1887 the old burr mill was converted into a

roller process and in 1899 an entirely new
plant was erected with a capacity of fifty

barrels per day. The power for running the

machinery is now supplied by a gas engine.

The mill is situated on a switch from the Cin-

cinnati. Hamilton & Dayton Railway. In
1912 Mr. Reider installed a corn meal plant

and is now in position to manufacture the

highest grades of meal and flour.

Mr. Reider is a thoroughly practical miller.

He began his trade iu 1876 as an apprentice
at Boyei'town, Berks Count}', Pennsylvania.
In 1879 he came to Fiudlay, Ohio, and while
there conducted a rented mill until his removal
to Bowling Green. Thus his experience iu the
milling industry covers over forty years.

Mr. Reider was born near Reading, Penn-
sylvania," December 18, 1857, grew up and
received his education there in the public
schools and found ids opportunity for use-

fidness quite early in life.

His gi-eat-graudfather was born in Germany
and came with a party of German colonists

to the United States, first locating in New
Yoi'k State and subsequently in Berks County,
Pennsylvania. He and his wife spent the

rest of their days there and were quite old

when they died. Many of the family in the
earlier generations were employed in the
wood-working trades as carpenters, cabinet

makers, etc.

Mr. Reider 's grandfather, John Reider, was
born in Pennsylvania, in Berks County, and
man'ied a Pennsylvania girl. He spent all

his life there and was between ninety-three

and ninety-four years of age when death
called him. He and his family were all Gei'-

man Reformed Church people. They had
twelve children, eight sons and four daugh-
ters, all of whom grew up and married, all

had families and all passed the age of seventy

and most of them lived into the eighties. The
only one who left Pennsylvania was a son who
moved out to Kansas.
Simon Reider, father of M. B. Reider, was

born in Berks County, Pennsylvania, in 1828.

He acquired a skillful knowledge of mechanics,

but subsequently became a horseman and
teamster and late in life bought a farm and
made a specialty of raising good grades of

horses. He lived and died in Pennsylvania,

his home being about eight miles east of Read-

ing. He died tliere about 1902. He married

Miss Rachel Bridagham, who was also born

in Berks County, in 1829, of Pennsylvania

parentage and German ancestry. Her father,

Benjamin Bridagham, was a custom shoe-

maker and also conducted a small farm. Ben-

jamin Bridagham and wife lived to be quite

old. Thev were active and consistent members
of the Reformed Church. Their children

were ten or more and all of them daughters.

Of these Mrs. Simon Reider survived her

husband four years and passed away in 1906.

Both were active in the Reformed Church.

Simon Reider was a whig, as was his father
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before hici, and subsequently joined the re-

publican party, though his wife 's people were
all democrats.
M. B. Reider was the fourth in a family

of five sons and four daughters. Six are
stiU living, all married, and he is the only
one not in Pennsylvania.
Mr. Reider was married in Hancock Countj^,

Ohio, to Catherine Sharp, who was bom in

that county September 21, 1860. She grew
up there, attended the public schools, and was
well qualified for the duties and responsibili-

ties of a homemaker. Her parents are Rev.
Lymau and Polly A. (Lines) Sharp, both
natives of Ohio but of Pennsylvania ancestry.

Her father became a well known minister of
the United Brethren Chui'ch, filling various
pastorates over Northwest Ohio, and is now
a superannuated minister living at Fiudlay
at the age of eighty-two. His widow died
at Findlay when «bout seventy-five.

Of the children of Mr. and Mrs. Reider,
Nellie Gray, born in 1885, is a gi-aduate of

the Bowling Green public schools, took a
course in the Thomas Normal Training School
at Detroit, and was a successful teacher in

music and drawing at Stratford, Connecticut.

She is now the wife of C. R. Brown, who is

cashier of a bank at Springer, New ^Mexico. ,

They have children named Elizabeth, Shirley

and Norman. Frank Joy, the oldest son, boi'n

in 1889, graduated from the Bowling Green
High School in 1908, attended Audubon Col-

lege three years and is now associated with
his father in the milling business. Roxie,

born in 1891, was educated in the Bowling
Green High School and is now the wife of

Raymond E. Ladd, of Bowling Green, and
John Kenneth, the youngest, was born in 1901.

Mr. Reider is a Roj'al Arch Mason, and
his son is a member of the Masonic order and
also the Council at Fostoria. Mr. M. B.

Reider also belongs to the Subordinate Lodge
of Odd Fellows, and he and his family are

members of the United Brethren Church. Mr.
Reider has served two terms on the city coun-

cil of Bowling Green.

Hiram E. Haijj. In some respects the

county school system of Wood County enjoys

a place of conspicuous leadership among all

the counties of Ohio. This was the testing

and proving ground for the centralization and
consolidation movement of rural schools, and
the plan, first successfully tried out in Lib-

erty Township, has since spread pretty well

over the county and in fact throughout the

progressive sections of the entire state. The
vitalizatiou of school work in conformity with
the real needs and requirements of modern
life has gone forward and been developed to
a surprising degree in Wood County schools.
For much of this work credit is due Hiram

E. Hall, who has been county superintendent
since 191i, and for twenty-three years has
been actively identified with the schools of
the county as teacher and superintendent.
At the close of the school year of 1915-16

Wood County had seventeen first-grade high
schools, more than any other county in Ohio.
Nine of these first grade high schools had
been organized in the two years of Professor;
Hall's superintendency. In that same period
the enrollment in the high schools increased
more than forty per cent and the attendance
in the rural school districts had increased
twelve per cent. During that time half a
million dollars had been expended on the im-
provement and equipment of school buildings
and facilities and for the year 1915-16 Wood
County, not including Bowling Green, paid
for the maintenance of its iniral schools and
village schools a sum approximating $350,000.

Perhaps the greatest improvement has
been witnessed in the riu-al schools, where the
work has been simplified by the elimination

of every thing except the practical and use-

ful and the centralization and consolidation

wherebj- classes of two or three pupils and in

many cases entire one room schools have been
transferred to other districts to the centralized

school building. Fully a dozen of the schools

of the county are now conducted on the con-

solidation plan, and in several townships
there is one central school, to which the pupils

are transported by automobile busses, school

wagons and the electric railway facilities.

In industrial work, manual training and
other courses the Wood County high schools

offer far more than the requirements imposed
by legal statute. The rural high schools offer

from one to four years of agriculture, a num-
ber of them give courses in domestic art, and
also manual art, and practically all the ele-

mentary schools do some kind of hand work.

Perhaps nothing has done more to encourage

interest in the rural schools and co-ordinate

the school with the home than the so-called

"home projects." which are carried on by the

individual piipils outside of school but with

the co-operation and supervision of the school

authorities. Thus in Wood County the pupils

are encouraged to register and take part in

one or more of five groups of enterprises, in-
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cludiug garden projects, field projects, live-

stock projects, poultry pi'ojects, aud business

projects. In each of these the pupil keeps an

accurate record on standard forms, and the

Avork is closely supervised and results subject

to careful accounting.

It requires a great deal of enthusiasm and
ability for administrative detail as well as

technical experience in pedagogic affairs to

manage aud vitalize such a county school sys-

tem as this. The qualifications are exempli-

fied in a high degree by Superintendent Hiram
E. Hall. Mr. Hall is a native of Liberty

Township, Wood County, and is stiU a young

man for all his active experience. He began

teaching when only eighteen. His early edu-

cation was acquired in rural schools and also

in the village schools at Weston and the Nor-

mal School at Middlepoiut, Ohio. His first

term as a teacher was in District No. 8 of

Milton To\vnship, and after three years in

the rural schools he became principal of the

Rudolph School in Wood County, where he

remained two years; was superintendent of

schools at Jerry City fovir years; then had

charge of the school at Cygnet; was super-

intendent one year of the Liberty Township
school; for four years was superintendent at

Prairie Depot; for two years was superin-

tendent at Genoa in Ottawa County; and

then returned to the Liberty Township

schools. He became superintendent of the

centralized school of Liberty Township in 1913

and resigned from that position to enter upon
his duties as county superintendent, to which

he had been chosen in 1914.

In the meantime he has widened and

broadened his capabilities by extensive asso-

ciations with school men and schools and study

in higher institutions. For several years he

attended the Normal School at Lebanon, spent

one summer in the Ohio Northern University

at Ada, for two summers was in Wooster Col-

lege, and was also a teacher there, and is now
carrying on studies toward his Master 's degree

in Columbia University at New York City.

Mr. Hall early became a convert to the ne-

cessity of centralization and consolidation of

rural schools, and he has done much to ad-

vance that worthy cause. He was largely in-

strumental in securing the consolidation of

the Liberty Township schools, and that ex-'

periment was so successful that it had an in-

spiring eflPeet throughout Northwestern Ohio.

Mr. Hall comes of an old New York State

family. On both sides his great-grandfathers

were soldiers in the revolutionary war. His

father, Lewis, and five brothers, served as
soldiers in the Civil war, all of them enlisting

from New York State and all surviving the

ordeal of battle and returning home. Lewis
Hall was the youngest of the family. Lewis
Hall subsequently came to Wood County,
Ohio, and at Toutogany married Miss Lemay
Taylor. She was a native of New York State,

of Connecticut parentage, and her two
brothers, who were old enough, both served
with a New York Regiment in the Civil war.
One was killed in the battle of Gettysburg
while a commissioned officer, while the other
died of the measles while still in the army.
Lewis Hall and wife after their marriage at

Toutogany located on a fai-m in Liberty Town-
ship and subsequently removed to Blilton

Township and for .years they were success-

fully engaged in farming. In 1910 they

retired to Weston, where Mrs. Lewis Hall
died June 25, 1916, when* three days past
her sixty-fourth birthday. Mr. Lewis Hall
celebrated his seventieth birthday on De-
cember 25th, Christmas Day, 1917. Quite
recently he sustained a severe accident

in an automobile collision. He and his wife

were active members of the Methodist Episco-

pal Church.
Professor Hall was married in Wood County

to Miss Jennie Kirk, who was born in Utica,

Pennsylvania, in 1878. She was educated
partly in Pennsylvania and partly in the high

school at Bradner, Ohio, and was a teacher

before her marriage. They are the parents of

one son, G. Stanley, who was bom November
18, 1902, and is now a freshman in the high

school at Bowling Green. Their only daugh-
ter. Frances Willard, was born IMarch 3, 1904,

and died July 23, 1905. Mr. and Mrs. Hall

are members of the IMethodist Church. He is

interested in Masonry, belongs to the Lodge
and Chapter and has finished the work of the

Council at Fostoria.

Charles South. The recent retirement of

Charles South from active life was justifieil

by the accomplishment of success in its

broadest sense, by many years of devotion to

the science of farming, by faithfulness to

public and private duties and conscientious

regard for the perpetuation of his name and

labor in the bringing up of his children. Mr.

Smith occupies a modem cottage at No. 721

North Main Street, Bowling Green, furnished

in accordance with refined taste and prac-

tical ideas of comfort. His life has been a

steadfast and busv one. and the end of his
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working days finds him prosperous fiuaneially

and rich in the esteem of a large circle of
friends.

Mr. South was born on a farm in Webster
Townsliip, Wood County, Ohio, June 30, 1867,
a sou of Robert and Elizabeth (Wiseman)
South, natives of Cambridgeshire, England,
where both were boru about the year 1828.
Tlie parents were of old English stock and
married in their native land, and when their

only living daughter, Mary, was seven years
old, in I860, came to the United States, mak-
ing the journey in a sailing vessel which
consumed seven weeks in the journey from
Liverpool to New York City. From the latter

metropolis they made their way to Cleveland,
Ohio, where they resided for two years, and
then came on to W^ebster Township, Wood
County, and purchased twenty-five acres for

a home in section 36, and forty acres in an-
other section of the same township. This they
improved and here continued to live for many
years, Mr. South passing away on his farm
in September, 1879, aged fifty-one years, while
Mrs. South died in 1897, aged seventy-one
years, at the home of her son George South
at Bowling Green. j\Ir. and Mrs. South were
members of the United Brethren Church of

Webster Township, and honorable, upriglit

Christian people, who lived their faith, were
faithful friends, and kind and generous neigh-

bors. Their children were : Mary, who mar-
ried Samuel Muir and has five children,

Robert, Linda, Emory, Minnie and Ollie

;

Charles; and George, the proprietor of a

grocery at Bowling Green, married Ortha
Loorais and has three children, Robert, Ellen
and Lenora.

Charles South received his education in the

district schools of Webster Township, and was
but twelve years of age when he began to

devote his entire time to the business of farm-
ing. He was well reared in agricultural pur-

suits and was compelled to assume a man's
duties long before he had passed out of boy-

hood, the death of his father putting many
responsibilities on his youny- shoiildei-s. Per-

haps this helped to make him self reliant and
resourceful, at any rate his farming operations

were most successful and he continued to be

engaged therein until the fall of 1915, when
he retired from active pursuits and moved
to his present home at Bowling Green.

^Ir. South is still the owner of 160 acres

of land in section 35, Webster Township, all

improved and growing full crops. On this

land are two sets of buildings, including resi-

dences and barns of modern character and
substantial construction, and these buildings
were all erected by Mr. South with the excep-
tion of a barn, the older one, which is 40 by 66
feet, the newer one being 36 by 8-± feet. So
much does Mr. South think of this property
that lie has refused as high as $250 per acre
for it, although twelve years ago he purchased
it at $80 per acre.

Since that time, however, he has made many
improvements and has so treated the land
that it is some of the most fertile to be found
iu Wood County. He has grown of corn
100 bushels to the acre in a fifty-one acre field,

of oats sevent.y-five bushels to the acre and
of wheat from thirty to forty bushels per acre,

with other crops in proportion, in addition
to which he cuts from foi'ty acres fifty-five

tons of meadow grass. During his active

career Mr. South was a practical farmer who
recognized the value of modern methods in

his work, and who in addition to general farm-
ing also engaged extensively in stock raising,

having only high-grade animals in use for his

farm work. Since his retirement his j-ounger

son has been superintending the opei-ations of

his land.

Mr. South was man-ied in Webster Town-
ship to a neighboring farmer's daughter. Miss
Ella M. Muir, who was born in this township,
June 6, 1871, and there reared to womanhood
and educated in the public schools. She is a
daugliter of Samuel Muir, who was born in

Scotland, August 15, 1822, and was nine years
old when brought to the United States by his

parents, John and Mary (Curtiss) Muir.
Prom New York, where the family arrived

after a sailing vessel trip across the Atlantic

in 1831, they came to Wood County and
settled near Maumee, residing in the neigh-

borhood of the river for a few years. They
then moved to Webster Township, at a tiine

when the whole country w^as covered with tim-

ber and the Indians were numerous, while

the wild game was to be found in abundance.
Mr. Muir, the grandfather of Mrs. South, was
a mighty hunter of his day, not using a gun,

but faring forth with his ax and dog, with
which he succeeded in killing much big game,
including bears and wild cats. His trips to

Perrysburg, the nearest trading point, were
made on horseback over the blazed roads, and
often the water would reach to his saddle

girths, and his trips to the mill at Fremont
required three or four days in the making, the

occasions being the securing of a grist of

grinding for himself and neighbors. John
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Muir and his wife, being thrifty, industrious

people, accumulated twelve eighty-acre tracts

of land and saw the greater part of it cleared

during their lifetime. They both reached ad-

vanced ages and were known as among the

oldest pioneers here at the time of their de-

mise. Strict members of the Presbyterian

Church, they interpreted its teachings in a

way that left no doubt as to their convictions,

and so set were they against Sunday work
that the potatoes for the Sunday dinner had
to be peeled and the wood for the tire split

and piled on a Saturday of each week.

Of the eleven children of John and Mary
Muir, four sons and seven daughters, Samuel
was one of the elder. He grew up amid the

wilderness, followed farming industriously all

his life and was the last of the children to

die, his demise occurring at Dunbridge, Juue
22, 1911. Had he lived until the following

August 15th he would have been eighty-nine

years of age. In Webster Township he was
married to Malinda Loomis, who was born on
the farm and died twenty years before her

husband, when sixty years of age. They were
devout Presbyterians, and Mr. jMuir, like the

Souths, was a strong republican and for many
years treasurer of his township. Like the

other family, also, he had strong prohibition

principles and never lost an opportunity to

speak in favor of temperance.
Mr. and JMrs. South are the parents of two

children : Floid H. was born January 28,

1890, educated at Webster and in the Dun-
bridge High School, was a teacher for a time,

and is now a resident of Bowling Green, mar-
ried May Williamson, of Webster Township,
and has two children, Doris, bom November
20, 1912, and Richard, born July 2, 1916.

Orwiii S.. hoiu August 21, 1891, was educated
at Welistcr autl in the Dunbridge High School,

and is now the operator of his father's farm.
He married Maud Jliller, born in Webster
Township, and has one son. Dale, born Janu-
ary 6, 1915.

Mr. South and his wife and family are

members of the United Brethren Church. He
is a stalwart republican in his political alle-

giance and has held a number of local ofiSces

within the gift of his fellow citizens, who have
recognized and appreciated his many sterling

traits of character, his good judgment and
business ability and his unswerving integrity.

L. L. Lamborn. The business side of .iour-

nalism has been the field in which Mr. Lam-
born has developed his talents to the highest

degree of success and for several yeai-s he has
been business manager of the Marion Tribune,
a daily paper with a circulation now of 5,000
copies and one of the most influential papers
outside the largest cities in Northwest Ohio.

His genius as a circulation builder has been
well exemplitied in connection with this paper.
When he took charge less than 2,000 copies

circulated through Marion Coimty, and the

circulation figures have had to be revised

everj' few months upward to correspond to

the growth and prosperity of the journal.

He has also developed a large job printing
business.

Mr. Lamborn was born at Alliance, Ohio,

March 25, 1867, a son of L, L. and Maria
(Grant) Lamborn. His grandfather. Town-
send Lamborn, was a native of Pennsylvania,
was an orthodox Quaker, and spent most of

his life in his native state as a farmer. His
maternal grandfather, Stacey Grant, was a
native of New Jersey and was an early settler

near Alliance, Ohio. He was an uncle of

Ulysses S. Grant. L. L. Lamborn, Sr., who
was born at Westchester, Pennsylvania, in

1827, came with his parents to Ohio when
about fifteen years of age. He lived at Salem,
Ohio, during his early youth. He was a young
man of great natural ability and of veiy de-

termined ambition. Without means or in-

fluence, he resolved to become a physician, and
he rode and walked fifty-seven miles to attend

medical college in Cleveland. He graduated
from the Western Reserve Medical College

and afterwards from the Jefferson Medical
College at Philadelphia. For many years he

practiced successfully in Alliance, but became
widely known for his ability in other lines.

At one time he owned a homestead which cor-

nered on the land which General Grant once

farmed. A portion of this farm is still owned
by his son Leroy. Doctor Lamborn had the

distinction of importing the first carnations

from Europe, and developed that flower and
was the only person who ever wrote a book on

the subject. This book, under the title "Amer-
ican Cai-nation Culture," has been published

by his son, L. L. Lamborn, and there is still

a large demand. Doctor Lamborn was a demo-
crat in politics, had great ability as an orator,

and at one time was candidate for Congress

against William McKinley, being defeated by
less than 200 votes in a district normally re-

publican by over 3,000. It is said that Wil-

liam McKinley acquired the carnation habit

through Doctor Lamborn 's culture of that

flower. At one time he served as clerk of the



HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO 2183

House of Representatives at Columbus. He
was a Quaker, while his wife was a member
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Doctor
Lamborn was married at AUiauce, where his

wife was born. He died in 1910 and of the
seven childi-en four are still living: Lassetta,

who lives at Cleveland, widow of Alexander
Fletcher ; Leroy, who is i^roprietor of a green-
house at Alliance ; L. L. Lambom ; and Lebert
Lloyd, a successful attorney at Brooklyn, New
York.

L. L. Lamborn grew up and received his

education in Alliance, attending both the pub-
lic schools and Mount Union College. Even
while in school he became interested in the

printing business and he acquired his first

newspaper experience at Alliance and for fif-

teen years was business manager of the Leader
in that city.- Then for 2]-2 years he was con-

nected with the Canton Morning News, and
on selling his interest in that paper he spent
two years looking for another favorable loca-

tion. During that time he lived in Cleveland
and was sales manager of the Arnstine
Brothers wholesale jeweliy house. On May 1,

1912, Mr. Lamborn came to Marion and took

the business management of the Daily Trib-

une. The editor of this paper is Brooks
Fletcher, who, however, is away from the city

much of the time on the Chautauqua plat-

form. He fills about 250 dates each year and
in his ability to draw crowds he stands next

to William J. Bryan.
Mr. Lamborn married in 1891 Miss Mabel

Tetters, daughter of Jesse Tetters. They have
twoi children, Mabel and Leroy. Mrs. Lam-
born, who was a member of the Christian

Church, died in 1909. In 1910 he married
Ida Martin, daughter of Euphratus Martin of

Canton, ilr. and Mrs. Lamborn are members
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He is a

Mason and Knight of Pythias and in politics

a democrat. While living at Alliance Mr.
Lamborn served as safety director for the

city three years, and has always been inter-

ested in political affairs.

J. Lee EwiNG. Prom the time that he com-

pleted his studies and started out to make
his way in the world, J. Lee Ewing has been

connected with the Citizens' Banking Com-
pany of Weston. Starting in as a sort of

general office boy, through fidelity to the in-

stitution, energy in the discharge of the duties

of his positions and the display of accumulat-

ing knowledge and atoility he has risen stead-

ily in the confidence of those with whom he

has been employed and since 1909 has occu-
pied the post of cashier of this institution, one
of the substantial banking houses of Wood
County.

J. Lee Ewing Avas born in 1875, in Hancock
County, Ohio, and is of Ohio parentage but
Pennsylvania ancestry. He is a son of Lewis
C. and Cinderella (Lee) Ewing, the former
born in Fairfield County, Ohio, in 1849 or

1850, and the latter born in 1850 as a member
of an old pioneer family of Hancock County.
They were reared in the same locality in the

latter county, where they were married, and
after some years came to Weston, where Mrs.
Ewing died about twenty years ago, when still

in middle life. Mr. Ewing, who still survives

at the age of sixty-eight years, retains all his

faculties and is in good health, a well-pre-

served man who has led an industrious life

and is now in the enjoyment of a competency
won during many years of strenuous labor.

He is a resident of Weston, where lie is a

member of the Methodist Church, and has al-

ways voted with the republican party. There
were three sons and one daughter in the fam-
ily : J.- Lee, of this notice ; Richard, connected

with the military service at San Francisco,

California; Travis T., who is married and
resides in Weston; and Clemmie, who died

in infancy.

J. Lee Ewing came to Weston with his par-

ents in 1881, received a public school educa-

tion in Weston, and was but fifteen years of

age when he accepted the position of general

office boy with the Citizens' Banking Com-
pany. His duties were numerous and of a

varied character, but the youth showed him-

self wdlling and ambitious to learn, and after

the passage of several years he began to start

his upward climb, subsequently being ad-

vanced to bookkeeper, then to assistant cash-

ier and finally to the position of cashier in

1909, succeeding Mr. J. A. Holmes. The Citi-

zens' Banking Company en.ioys an excellent

reputation throughout Wood County, where

it is adjudged a reliable and conservative in-

stitution, backed by men of prominence and

much financial capability. This bank was
established in 1890, its first officers be-

ing: Henry C. Uhlman, president; John
Henry, vice president; and J. A. Holmes,

cashier. After Mr. Uhlman had served

as president for ten years he was suc-

ceeded by John R. Jones, who died a few

years later, the next chief officer being the

present one, William C. Singer, the well-

known hardware merchant. Robert D. Hen-
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derson, now a retired business man of Weston,
is vice president; Mr. Ewing retains the posi-

tion of cashier; and H. E. Jones is assistant

cashier, while the board of directors is com-
posed of the following: W. C. Singer, D. E.

Lashley, J. L. Ewing, R. D. Henderson and
Hiram Sattely, the latter retired and a resi-

dent of Toledo. The institution transacts a

general banking business, with a savings de-

partment in connection, and during the past

year the deposits have increased over $60,000.

A statement of the condition of the bank at

the close of business, June 20, 1917, shows
the following figures : Resources : Real Es-

tate Mortgages, $117,606.50; Loans and Dis-

counts, $119,020.67 ; United States and Munic-
ipal Bonds, $44,078.11; Banking House and
Lot, $8,000.00; Furniture and Fixtures, $1,-

500.00; Cash and Due from Banks, $118,-

987.04; Total, $409,192.32. Liabilities: Cap-
ital Stock, $30,000; Surplus Fund, $10,000;
Undivided Profits, $9,240.39 ; Deposits, $359,-

951.93. Total, $409,192.32. Since the fore-

going statement was rendered the surplus and
undivided profits have grown greatly, and at

this writing (August, 1917) the figure- is $24,-

500. Much of the success of this institution

may be accredited to the ability and person-

ality of the cashier, who through his long

connection with the bank is one of the best

known men in monetary circles of Wood
County. Under all circumstances he measures
up to the highest standards of citizenship and
commands the respect and enjoys the confi-

dence of the business community. His time

has always been largely taken up with im-

portant business affairs, but not to such an
extent that he has been neglectful of the

claims of charity or the responsibilities of

citizenship. He has been town treasurer for

ten years, an office to which he was elected

on the ticket of the democratic party, to

which he has belonged since attaining his

majority, and at the present time is a mem-
ber of the county executive committee. Fra-
ternally he is affiliated with the Masonic Or-
der, the Knights of Pythias and the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows, and he and
Mrs. Ewing are members of the Methodist
Church.
Mr. Ewing married at Weston, September

4, 1901, Miss Harriet Heidlberg, who was
born and reared at Weston, whei-e she was
graduated from the high school. She is a

daughter of John and Caroline (Mann)
Heidlberg, who were married at Weston and
spent their lives here, being buried in the

local cemetery, and who had three children:

Mrs. Ewiag; Charles, who is married and
lives at Oxford, Michigan; and John, who is

married and resides at Toledo, Ohio. Mr.
and ilrs. Ewing have two children, Wayne
II. and Eileen C.

Albert E. Royce. The late Albert E.

Roj'ce, of Bowling Green, was a productive
worker- in the best sense of the term. He
had a practical genius in business affairs. His
life was one long continued effort in the hand-
ling of important interests as a banker, gi'ain

merchant and other affairs, and it also ex-

pressed a constantly loyal and helpful par-

ticipation in those things that concern the

community.
At the time of his death he was pi'esident,

an office he had held for a number of years,

of the Commercial Bank of Bowling Green.

That institution was founded in 1885 as a

private banking house under the name Royce,

Coon & Smith. His associates in the banking
business were Mr. Julius J. Coon and Wal-
lace A. Smith. In 1890 the private bank was
organized as the Commercial Bank, with a

capital of $100,000. It still stands in the

front rank of banking institutions in Wood
County.
Mr. Royce died November 1, 1914. Besides

his position as a banker he was president of

the Royce & Coon Grain Company, of which
he was the founder, was vice president of the

First National Bank of Weston, and treasurer

of the Monarch Underwear Company of Bowl-
ing Green. For a number of years he Jiad

been president of the Wood County Fair

Company, which he helped to found. With
all his business interests he was not lacking

in public spirit and in those social qualities

which brought him into present relations with

his fellow men. He was a member of the

Masonic Lodge, the Royal Arcanum and the

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks at

Bowling Green, and at his death his Masonic

brethren had charge of the ceremonies. He
was a Presbyterian, voted for many years the

republican ticket, and was honored with var-

ious local offices in the city.

Albert E. Royce was born on a farm in

Huron County July 25, 1844, and was past

the age of seventy when he died. He always

lived in Ohio, and was of New England an-

cestry and of combined English and Scotch

stock. As a boy he acquired industrious and
self reliant habits, and at the age of .seven-

teen was working in a humble capacity in a
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chair factory at Toledo. He mastered the

business and when he resigned he was holding

the position of manager at a salary of $110 a

month. Then for a time he was in business

for himself in a small way at Toledo, and
on coming to Bowling Green he invested his

modest capital in a grocery store. His close

attention to business, his sterling honesty and
integrity, soon brought him extended business,

which grew from mouth to month and year

to year. He began handling grain as a local

buyer, shipping from cars on local sidings.

Gradually he developed that as an important

enterprise, and with his associates began the

building of elevators and at one time the

company had a dozen elevators in different

parts of Ohio. He was recognized as the

pioneer grain merchant of Wood County. He
built the first elevator at Bowling Green and
then joined Mr. Coon in a partnership which

was continued until 1885. In that year was
organized the Royce-Coon Grain Company.
Mr. Royee was married in Toledo, October

31, 1867, to Elizabeth Curson. At her death

in 1877 she left one child, Maude, who was

born November 29, 1871, was educated in

Bowling Green and Oxford College, and
is now the wife of Frederick E. Whitker.

Mr. Royce married in 1888, at Toledo, Miss

Hattie M. Cargo. There were born two chil-

dren by this union, Ethel and Bass, the last

named being deceased, ilrs. Royce was born

in Eaton County, Michigan, March 4, 1859,

and when four years of age- was brought to

Bowling Green by her parents, Hugh and
Charity (Depew)" Cargo. Her father was

born in Medina County, Ohio, in 1832, and

her mother in Cayuga County, New York, in

1835. They met and married in Michigan in

1853 and in 1863 located on a farm in Wood
Coimty, Ohio. From the farm they removed

to Bowling Green in 1869, where Mr. Cargo

conducted the American House for a number
of years, when failing health compelled him

to give up that location. He then lived retired

until his death in 1883. His widow, Mrs.

Cargo, is still living at 112 South Church

Street in Bowling Green. At the age of

eighty-two she preserves her health and vigor

to a remarkable degree. She is a Presby-

terian, as was her husband, who was a demo-

crat and took much interest in local polities.

He was affiliated with the Independent Order

of Odd Fellows.

Mrs. Royce had a brother, David J. Cargo,

who died January 14, 1915, and for a number
of years had been a passenger conductor on

the Toledo and Ohio Central Railway, with
headquarters and home in Toledo. He mar-
ried Harriet Gibbs, who survives him, and
has a son, Hugh G., who is in the aviation
section of the United States Army. Another
sou, Fred Cargo, died of illness in a naval
hospital in Brooklyn, New York, during the
Spanish-American war.

^Irs. Royce has one daughter, Ethel M.,
who was born at Bowling Green. She was
educated in the high school, in the college at

Granville, and is now the wife of Irvin A.
Gorrill. Mr. GorriU is a native of Ohio, grew
up in Wood Countj^, and acquired a liberal

education, attending the University of Michi-
gan and the Ohio State University at Colum-
bus. He was graduated and admitted to the

bar in June, 1914, and practiced law at Bow-
ling Green with the firm of Fries & Hatfield.

He is now serving in the Officers Corps of

the United States Army. Mrs. Royce is an
active Presbyterian, as was Mr. Royce, and
her daughter is also a member of the same
church.

Charles L. Shipman. Of the business

men who have helped to sustain the commer-
cial integrity of Weston, Wood County, for

many jears, mention is due Charles L. Ship-

man, long connected with one of the leading

meat establishments of the county and its sole

proprietor since 1914. This business reflects

the zeal of a man who has assisted in building

it i;p from a small beginning to a prosperous
condition and the prestige of a necessary

commercial adjunct. To the management of

his large and important interests ilr. Ship-

man has brought not only enthusiasm, energj"

and sound business judgment, but an appre-

ciation of high business ethics and a policy of

straightforwardness that has given him a solid

reputation and won him many friends.

Mr. Shipman was bom at Weston, Octo-

ber 20, 1866, and has lived here all his life.

His fathei", Joseph W. Shipman, was born at

Bloomington, Hamilton County, Ohio, June
17, 1832, and was there reared to agricultural

pursuits, early displaying the industry and
perseverance that marked his operations

throughout life. When stiU a young man he

removed to Mercer County, where he en-

gaged in farming, and while there was mar-

ried to Margaret Stretclibery, who came of

Pennsylvania-Dutch stock and belonged to the

old and respected family which formerly

spelled its name Stratsbery, and in Mercer
five children were bom to them: Herman,



2186 HISTORY OP NORTHWEST OHIO

Lewis N. B., Marj^, "William P. and Prances

M. In 1864 they came to Weston, then a

small village, and here were born : Sarah L.,

in that year; Charles L., in 1866; Stella C,
in 1868 ; and Margaret, in October, 1872. Of
those still living, Chai-les L., Lewis N. B. and
Mary are all married, and Stella C. has been

a teacher for thirty years, principally in the

schools of Toledo, where she now resides. Af-

ter coming to Weston Joseph W. Shipman
learned the butchering business and started

the business now coudiicted by his son. He
built up a good trade through good business

methods and honorable policy, and continued

as the active head of the enterprise until 1900,

when he retired and turned the establishment

over to the management of his sons Charles L.

and W. P., who had been associated with him
for several years. He continued to live in

retirement until his death, which occurred at

Weston, October 13, 1907.

Charles L. Shipman received his education

in the public schools of Weston and as a

j^oung man learned the trade of butcher in the

store of liis father. In 1900 he and his

brother took over the business, as before

noted, and for fourteen years remained in

partnership, building up a trade that ex-

tended to far-distant points and a reputation

second to none in the coiuity. In the mean-

time Lewis N. B. Shipman had extended to

other lines of endeavor, and in 1914 he retired

from this industry, and is now one of the

wealthy citizens of Perrysburg, where he is

A'ice president of the Perrj-^burg Bank, the

owner of five farms and a possessor of vari-

ous other important interests. Charles L.

Shipman has also had outside holdings, but

in the main has devoted his energies and abili-

ties to the building up of a meat business,

which is not only impoi'tant as a wholesale

house, Imt :ilso lias a large retail trade. Pew
of thi' liiisiiicss houses of this flourishing com-

munity ciiiiiriliiite in greater degree to the

prestige of Weston as a live commercial cen-

ter, and it is to Mr. Shipman 's credit that he

has always so directed his operations as to

bring credit upon the place of his birth.

jNIr. Shipman married in Peri-ysbnrg Town-
ship, Wood County, Miss Man- Alice Gun-

der, who was born at Periysbui-g, in 1871, and
there reared and educated. She is a daughter

of Joliu Gunder, and a member of one of the

pioneer families of this locality, which was

founded in 1810, and the members of which

have since been identified with prominent

agricultural, business and civic interests.'

•John Gunder married a Miss Bowman, a
member of one of the older families of the
eoujitj', and he became one of the prominent
and wealthy men of his locality, a skilled

agriculturist and public-spirited citizen and a
leader in many i^rogressive movements. He
fought as a soldier during the Ci\il war, from
which he returned with an officer's rank. He
died October 13, 1911, on the day he was
seventj'-nine years old. jMrs. Gunder, who
still survives him and has reached advanced
years, is descended on her mother's side from
the Ewing family, one of the first to locate in

Wood County. To ilr. and Mrs. Shipman
there have been born two children: Paul R.,

born June 26, 1895, who is a graduate of

Weston High School, class of 1913, studied

at Wooster, and is now a student at the Ohio
State University, as a member of the class of

1920, and who assists his father in the eon-

duct of his business during vacations; and
^largaret Maria, born ilareh 21, 1900, a
graduate of Weston High School, class of

1918. Mr. and Mrs. Shipman and their chil-

dren are members of tlie Presbyterian Church.
He has been aetive in civic aii'airs, alwaj^s

as a citizen and for two terms as a council-

man, and while serving in that capacity was
influential in securing a number of improve-
ments for the city, including the grading
and paving of the streets. He has always
supported the principles of the republican

party. In fraternal affairs 'Mv. Shipman af-

filiates with the Knights of Pythias and the

^Modern Woodmen of America, belonging to

the lodges at Weston, where he has numer-
ous friends. Mr. Shipman is progi-essive, as

has been noted, and recently has been suc-

cessful in building up a lai-ge business in ice,

supplying many of the principal families of

the city and conducting a modern ice plant

in connection with his meat business.

Louis Edward Sheets, proprietor of the

Sheets Roller Mills at Upper Sandusky, is a
small miller of exceptionally long and varied

experience. He has been identified with the

business in Ohio for upward.s of forty years

in tlie aggregate.

]\Ir. Sheets was born on a farm in Augusta
County, Virginia, near Staunton, a son of

Samuel and Elizabeth (Wheelbarger) Sheets.

His father spent all his life as a farmer and
was of German ancestry, as was his wife.

L. E. Sheets acquired his early schooling

in Augusta County, attending only in the

winter terms. During the summer he helped
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on the farm and at the age of sixteen he began
a three years' apprenticeship to learn the flour
milling business in Augusta County. Mr.
Sheets came to Ohio in 1876, and during the
following winter was head miller of a mill
north of Columbus. In 1877 he married Mary
Drumheller, daughter of Van and Frances
(Damrow) Drumheller, of Franklin Coimty,
Ohio. Her father was also a farmer. After
his marriage Mr. Sheets removed to Union
County, and for a couple of years conducted
a mill near Watkins. His next work was in
Indiana, where he operated a mill a short
time, and on returning to Ohio leased a flour

mill near Belle Point in Delaware County for
three yeai-s. His next work was in charge
of a mill in Delaware County, near the Girls
Industrial Home, for two years. At West
Liberty, Ohio, on the Makacheet Creek, he
ran the mill for Piatt Brothers, for several
years was in charge of Aaron Aton's mill
three miles west of Urbana, and then for a
year had Woodard & Michael's mill at Ur-
bana. For six years iMr. Sheets operated the
flour mill of tlic ( 'luiiiiisville Milling Company
at Connei-svillc. Iinliiina. Returning to Ohio,

he was at Caiey iu charge of Straw & Hen-
derson's flour mill thirteen years. Through-
out this time he was general manager and
head miller of these different institutions.

For a short time he traveled on the road
selling the products of the Richmond City
Mill of Richmond, Indiana. His next employ-
ment was with the National Milling Company
of Toledo as head miller and in 1902 he came
to Upper Sandusky and for nine years

operated Kerr Brothers mills at Seventh &
Crawford streets. On the death of Robert
Kerr he bought a half interest with David
Nitrauer, and the business was continued as

Nitrauer & Sheets Flour j\Iill for six months.
Mr. Sheets then sold his interest to his partner
and became miller for "Worley Brothers at

Bainbridge, Ohio, for a year and a half. In
1913 he returned to Upper Sandusky and
bought the D. Walbron Flour Mill at Wyan-
dot and Fourth streets and has since eon-

ducted it under the nnino Sheets Flour Mill.

He operates a gem r.il inilliiii; Imsiness, grinds

flour and feed, and ]iiiivh;is.>s the raw material

chiefly from local farmers. He has a large

trade over Wyandot County, the favorite

brand of flour being the Meirose brand. It

is a fifty barrel mill and the power for its

operation is supplied by a fifty horse power
gas engine.

- Mr. Sheets is a republican in politics and a

inember of the First Methodist Episcopal
Church of Upper Sandusky. He and his wife
have three children: James Samuel, born in
1878, married in 190-4 Florence Ward.
Martha Edna, born in 1880, was married in
April, 1917, to H. V. Riley, of Lima, Ohio.
Paul Hamilton, born in 1889, married in
August, 1916, Myrtle Slicer, of Lima.

Prank D. Glosser has been a resident of
.Alarion since 1904 and is one of the promi-
nent men in the industrial life of that city.
He is secretary and treasurer of the United
Electric Supply Company, a business with a
capital of $20,000 and operating a large re-
tail business at Marion. He is also a member
of the Berry-Glosser Company, manufactur-
ing sheet metal cutout boxes. This plant sends
its output all over the United States.
Mr. Glosser was born in Belleville, Ohio,

Febiniary 28, 1880, a son of Henry and Juliet
(Dillon) Glosser. Henrj- Glosser, who was
born in Mai-yland in 1822^ lost his father when
he was a small boy and was bound out as ap-
prentice to a tailor. He subsequently took up
the business of photographer and he gave to
that art the best years of his life. For twenty
years he was in business in New York City oia.

Lower Broadway, and in 1873 moved to Rich-
land County, Ohio. He died in 1907. In
early life he was a member of the Universalist
Church, but later joined his wife in worship
in the Presbyterian denomination. He was
affiliated with St. John's Lodge, No. 1, An-
cient Free and Accepted Masons, at New
York City, and attained the Knight Templar
degree. Politically he was a republican. He
married at Brooklyn, New York, Jliss Juliet
Dillon, who was born there in 18-43. She died
in 1900. Her father, John Dillon, was a na-
tive of New Hampshire, but spent his active

career at New York City. He was a skillful

maker of chronometers and senior member of
the firm of Dillon & Tuttle. Henry Glosser
and wife had four children : H. T., a farmer
at Sparta. Illinois: Clara, wife of W. M.
Taylor, a painting contractor at Marion, Ohio

;

E. E., who is construction foreman for the
Columbus, Delaware & Marion Electric Com-
pany

; and Frank D.
Frank D. Glosser graduated from the high

school at Harrisburg, Illinois, in 1897. For a
time he did farm work, and then became fire-

man with an electric light plant. He was
there a year, and then went to EvansviUe,
Indiana, and for three years was repair man
with the EvansviUe Gas & Light Company.
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For a year he was superintendent of the elec-

tric department and in 1904 came to Marion

and entered the service of the Columbus,

Delaware & Marion Electric Company, and

was advanced to the position of superintend-

ent of its electric light and power department,

which position he now holds.

In 1904 Mr. Glosser married Miss Jessie H.

Pickett. She was born at Harrisbui-g, Illinois,

and her father, F. M. Pickett, served with the

rank of major in the Union army during the

Civil war and subsequently was a newspaper

publisher. Mr. and Mrs. Glosser have four

children: Catherine, Francis, George and

Robert. The two older children are in school

and George is aged five and Robert two years.

Mr. and Mrs. Glosser are members of the

Trinity Baptist Church at Marion. He is a

Knight of Pythias and a republican in poli-

tics. He is also a trustee of the Marion Young
Men's Christian Association, a director in the

Chamber of Commerce, and a director in the

Automobile Association.

John L. Underwood. One of the greatest

grain producing sections of its size is that'

covered in the territory included in North-

west Ohio. Naturally the conducting of

large elevators for the handling of this

grain in a modern way and an expeditious

manner forms one of the chief business inter-

ests of the various cities, towns and villages,

and in this respect the thriving little city of

"Weston is doing its full share in transport-

ing the grain of this rich section to other

parts of the country. Here are located sev-

eral elevators of merit, the oldest of which

is that now conducted by Underwood & Son,

although the senior member of this concern

has been connected with it only since 1916.

While he is a practical newcomer to the busi-

ness, Mr. Underwood is widely known for his

extensive agricultural operations in the past,

and has already made a decided success in

his new field of activity.

John L. Underwood was born November

5, 1860, at Lowellville, in the extreme eastern

part of Ohio, on the Mahoning River in the

county of that name. He was two yeai-s of

age when brought to Center Township, Wood
County, by his parents, Wright and IMary A.

(Jones) (Palmer) Underwood, natives of

Ohio, who grew up, were educated and mar-

ried in Mahoning County, where the father

was engaged in teaming and as a canal worker

until coming to Wood County. Here he se-

cured a timbered farm of forty acres in Cen-

ter Township, and on this he and Mrs. Under-
wood made their home for forty years, clear-

ing their land, erecting good buildings, estab-

lishing a comfortable home and developing a
valuable property. Mrs. Underwood died on
the homestead in 1895, when past sixty-one

years, in the faith of the ilethodist Church,
and in 1902 Mr. Underwood retired from ac-

tive pursuits and moved to the City of Bowl-
ing Green, where he died in 1910, aged
seventy-nine years. He was a republican in

politics and a prominent man in his township,

where his fellow-citizens, respecting his abil-

ity and having confidence in his integrity,

elected him to a number of local ofiices. John
L. Underwood was the youngest but one in a

family of seven children, five sons and two
daughters, all of whom grew to maturity. The
family circle remained unbroken until the

year 1913, since which time Nancy, Marietta

and William have died, all leaving families.

Those who survive are : Robert, retired and a

pensioner of the Civil war, living at Edge-
water, Colorado, who has a daughter Edna
and a igrandson, Robert ; George, who follows

the trade of carpenter at Bowling Green,

married and the father of three .sous, Charles

Allen and Bernard; John L., of this notice;

and Norman, a successful building contractor

of Durham, North Carolina, who is married

and has five sous and one daughter.

John L. Underwood gi-ew up on the home
farm in Center Township and received his

education in the district schools of his home
community, which he attended during the

winter terms while assisting his father with

the farm work on the home place. At the

time he attained his majority he began farm-

ing on his own account and continued to fol-

low general operations and stockraising in

Center Township until 1901, when he changed

his scene of activities to Milton Township,

where he was also a successful farmer, first

purchasing sixty acres and later adding

seventy-five acres more. He had the best of

improvements, principally made by himself,

erected commodious and well placed build-

ings and drained all his land and put it under

a high state of cultivation, and through the

judicious use of labor-saving machinery made

a real .success of his labors. In 1914 Mr. Un-

derwood retired from operations as a farmer

and moved to Weston, where for several years

he looked about seeking a good entei-prise in

which to invest his capital and engage his

abilities. Finally, in January, 1916, he suc-

ceeded the late Edward Baldwin in the
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ownership of the oldest elevator property
at Weston, located on the C. H. & D.
Railway, which has undergone many changes
of proprietors since it was built many
years ago. Mr. Underwood has succeeded in

this venture, as before intimated, and in addi-

tion to doing a large retail business ships on
an average sixty carloads of gi-ain and about
as many loads of stock to distant points.

His son is now a member ef the business,

which is conducted as Underwood & Son, and
the extensive trade maintains the old while

constantly gaining new customers. The
tinaneial success of IMr. Underwood is aug-

mented by a moral influence second to none.

He carries with him into his business and so-

cial life a splendid ethical perspective, and
a capacity for acljnowledging the good and
weeding out the undesirable in general ex-

istence, a discrimination fostered by his

origin and training. With his family he be-

longs to the Presbyterian Church and conti'i-

butes to the success of its movements, and in

politics is a republican. He has fully dis-

charged his civic duties and at times has been

called upon to act in places of public prefer-

ment, having served as a member of the board

of directors of the Infirmaiy of Wood County
in 1911 and 1912, as member of the school

board and school assessor for two years, and
as land tax appraiser during a like period.

His fraternal connection is with the Knights

of Pythias, while his sons Ivan and Earl be-

long to the Independent Order of Odd Fel-

lows, in which the former has passed all the

chairs.

j\Ir. Underwood married in 1881, in Center

Township, Adella Schroyer, who was born in

Poi-tage Township, Wood Coimty, in 1861,

and grew up on the banks of the Portage

River, in which locality she received a public

school education. Her parents, who are now
residents of Weston, are Samuel and Cather-

ine (Scott) Schroyer, who were married in

Ohio and have since resided here. Mr. and
Mrs. Underwood are the parents of ten chil-

dren : Austa, who is the wife of Ed D. Amos,

a garage owner of Bowling Green and has five

sons and one daughter; Grace, who is the wife

of J. A. Crom, a farmer of Center Township,

and has a sou, J. Wendell ; Ivan, w4io married

Bertha Wisnar and lives on a farm in Wes-

ton Township, and has two sous, Carl and

Stanley; Earl L., associated with his father

in business as Underwood & Son, was like

his brothers and sisters educated in the public

schools, and married in Eaton County, ilich-
igan, Mrs. Bertha (Miller) Bosworth, who by
her former marriage had a son, Allen Bos-
worth, and they have a sou, Kenneth ; Verna,
who is the wife of William L. Soekman, a
farmer of Milton Township, and has two
daughters, Marjorie and Irene; Alpha, a
graduate of the Milton High School, and re-
siding at home; John A., sergeant of Com-
pany H., Sixth Ohio Infantry, who saw
service on the Mexican border; and Alva and
Ottie, who ai-e attending school.

John V. Dirk. One of the most earnest
promoters of the grain trade at Weston and
iu the surrounding country in Wood County
is John V. Dirk who, aside from any prestige
he may have received from connection with
a fine old pioneer family of the county, has
mapped out his own fortunes with a cer-

tainty of intent and purpose wliich could have
no other result than definite and substantial
success. Embarking in business as a young
man of twenty-seven years, totally without
experience, he has since developed into one of
the most progressive men in his line, and as
proprietor of the Black Elevator is known
to the trade and to agriculturists generally
all over this section of the county.
Mr. Dirk was born on the family farm in

Wood County, April 12, 1881, the only son
and child of William and Rebecca (Kieffer)

Dirk. His grandparents were, Jacob Dirk and
his wife, who bore the maiden name of Potte-

meyer. Jacob Dirk was born in Germany and
was a young man when he came to the United
States, first locating in Hancock County,
where he married Mi.ss Pottemeyer, a native

of that county. They later removed to Wood
County as pioneers, buying land which later

became the site of the present city of North
Baltimore, and there completed their useful

and industrious life, both reaching advanced
age. They were highly respected residents

of their commimitv and honest, Christian peo-

ple, and for years members of the United
Brethren Church. The grandfather was
originally a whig and later a republican.

William and Rebecca (Kieffer) Dirk were
natives of Ohio and commenced their married

life on a farm within seven miles of Weston in

Liberty Township. There they still make
their home, the father being sixty-seven years

of age and the mother fifty-seven, and are

surrounded by all the comforts tliat come as

rewards for well-ordered lives, and by a wide
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circle of warm and appreciative friends. They
are members of the United Brethren Church,

and Mr. Dirk is a republican.

John V. Dirk received a good education in

the public schools and remained on the home
farm, assisting his father in his agricultural

operations, until he reached the age of twenty-

seven years. For some time before that he

had felt that there was a better future await-

ing him in commercial lines, and when the

opportunity presented itself he came to "Wes-

ton and became a partner with Edward Bald-

win in the ownership of the Black Elevator.

This enterprise had been founded at Weston
by the firm of Milton ChurchiU & Company,
which erected the structure and started busi-

ness in 1898, this concern being succeeded hy
the United Grain Company, who, in turn,

gave way to the Paddock-Hodge Company of

Toledo. From this company Edward Bald-

win bought the elevator and ^Ir. Dirk later

became his partner, the firm of Baldwin &
Dirk continuing to do business in grain and
stock buying and selling for four years. Mr.
Baldwin retiring at the end of this time. Mr.
Dirk took over his partner's interest and has

since carried on the business alone. Through
perseverance, industry and modem methods
of doing business he has built up one of the

most successful concerns of its kind among the

smaller cities of the county, and now handles

from 175,000 to 200,000 ' bushels of corn,

wheat and clover seed annually, buying lo-

cally and shipping to points all over this sec-

tion. The elevator is situated on a private

siding, connected with the C. H. & D. Rail-

road. Some time after becoming proprietor

of the elevator Mr. Dirk realized that expe-

diency and efficiency were the two great fac-

tors in the building of a worthwhile success

in this line, and he therefore decided upon a

policy which would cover these characteristics

of his business. In line with tliis decision, he
had installed machinery of the most modern
character, including large five-motors of

the latest manufacture, which handle every

department, including the elevating of gi'ain,

the cleaning of wheat and the loading of cars

through two channels. Mr. Dirk's success

has been purely self won and in its winning
he has always maintained high business prin-

ciples.

Mr. Dirk was united in marriage in Wood
County with Miss Marie Reese, who was born
in this county, September 22, 1887, and was
here reared and educated in the public

schools. She is a daughter of Thomas and

Clara Reese, who are agricultural people of
Wood Count}', well-to-do and now living on
their farm not far from Weston. IMr. and
Mrs. Dirk are the parents of two children

:

Geua, born July 2, 1907; and William, born
in 1917. Mr. and Mrs. Dirk are consistent

members of the Methodist Episcopal Church
and support its movements liberally. He is

independent as to politics. He is one of the
well informed and progi-essive young business
men of his community, a genial man of ap-
proachable manner, and one who takes a
keen interest in the affairs which engage the
attention and affect the welfare of the com-
munity. Since taking charge personally of

the elevator he has eliminated the stock busi-

ness from his field of operations.

William Dunipace. In ilr. Duuipace the

law has had a steady and successful votary
at Bowling Green, where he has been in active

practice for eleven years. In his professional

and personal career he has manifested the best

(lualities of the intelligent, thrifty and posi-

tive character of his Scotch antecedents, and
after his admission to the bar he was not long
in proving his ability and industry.

Mr. Duuipace graduated from the law de-

l^artment of the Ohio Northern University at

Ada in 1904. After leaving college he spent
about fifteen months in ti'avel and was ad-

mitted to the bar in December, 1905, and at

once located at Bowling Green, establishing

himself in general practice. In 1908 i\Ir.

Dunipace was elected on the democi'atic ticket

as prosecuting attorney for Wood County.
He served in that office two years. This office

is generally recognized by the profession as

an invaluable experience and opportunity for

public service as well as individual experi-

ence, and Mr. Dunipace made the very best of

those opportunities and also proved a vigorous

law enforcer during his term. Sir. Duuiface
is a member of the ^Masonic order and the

Modem Woodmen of America and is an active

member of the Methodist Episcopal Church,

being on the official board of the church.

William Dunipace was born in Webster
Township of Wood County, October 10, 1879.

He grew up there on his father's farm and
had a iiiral experience until he entered col-

lege and from there went into the law.

On both sides he is of Scotch ancestry. Mr.

Dunipace is one of the few members of the

family for generations back who have not

affiliated with the United Presbyterian

Church, which was their faith in Scotland.
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His great-gi-aiidfatlier, AVilliam Duuipaee,
was born iu Scotland and married tliere Jane
.MeGill. Both were of the Lowland Scotch
people. All TJii'ir chihlreu were boi-n iu Scot-
land before tlii'v fame to America. In the
family wen' liohert: William: James ; Mar-
garet, who after coming- to the United States
married William Webb, who ^vas accidentally
killed, leaving two children, William and
George; ilariau, who iiinriicil :iftrr coming
to America James Mueii-. ;iiiil ili^d leaving a
family; Isabel, who never iiiarricd and lived

to be ninety-three years of age ; William, was
also a bachelor and died at the age of ninety-
one. William and Isabel and their widowed
sister Marian all lived to a good old age and'
they had their home together for many years.

The sou James w^as three times married and
by his last wife had three children. He died
when past seventy-four.

Robert Dunipace, gi-andfather of the Bowl-
ing Green lawyer, was born iu Scotland iu

1809 and wa.s about twenty-five years of age
when he came wdth other members of the

family to America. They made the voyage on
a saiiiug vessel aud it took eight weeks to

come from England to New York City. Fi'om
there they went westward to Buffalo and
thence by lake and river and arrived at

Pei-rysburg; Ohio, in the year 1834. The
familjr had not long been in Ohio when the

great-grandfather William died. His \vidow

survived him many years and passed away
at the home of her son William. Jr., at the

age of ninety-six. Robert Dunipace was mar-
ried near Perrysburg iu 1836 to Jane ^luir.

She was born in Scotland and came to this

country iu 1832. After several years the ]\luir

family located in Webster Township of Wood
(!oun"ty, where her father. John ]Muir, was
founder of the Scotch settlement and of the

United Presbyterian Church. John Muir aud
wife both died there and he was ninety-six

years of age at his death. In politics the Muir
family somewhat regularly supported the re-

publican doctrines, while the Dunipaces as a

rule have been democrats. Robert Dunipace
aud wife spent their lives on a farm in Web-
ster Township, where he died at sixty-six

and his wife at seventy-seven. Robert Duni-

pace was for a number of years an elder in

the United Presbyterian Church. Their chil-

dren were : William, John, Margaret, Robert,

Jane, Samuel and George. Samuel died

young, and ilargaret and Jane, who never

married, and William and George all taught

school. William and John were soldiers in

the Civil war, the former in the Eighty-sixth
Ohio Infantry and the latter in the One
Plundred and Forty-fourth Regiment. John
was captured at Monocacy, Virginia, but soon
escaped and rejoined his regiment. He died
soon after coming home from the army.

William Dunipace, father of the Bowling
Green lawyer, was born in Wood County in
1842 and served nine months in the Union
army. He was given his discharge and sub-
sequently was refused the privilege of re-

enlisting. He took part in the siege of
Knoxville, Tennessee, and in various other
engagements. William Dunipace, Sr., was a
thrifty farmer, lived a long and honorable
career and died in 1907. From 1883 to 1886
he served as countj' commissioner. Politically

he was usually independent but afterwards
maintained a moz-e or less regular affiliation

with the democratic party. He held all the
offices in the gift of the people of Webster
County. His most notable business achieve-
ment was as president and tx'easurer and
founder of the Wood County Farmers Mutual
Fire Insiirance Company. Under his manage-
ment this company made a record hardly sec-

ond to any among the mutual fire insurance
companies of Ohio. Befoi,'e he gave up his

office as president it had $9,000,000 of insur-

ance in force in Wood Count}-. He was also

veiy attentive to his duties as a member of
the United Presbyterian Church.
On December 1, 1867, at Prairie Depot,

William Dunipace, Sr., married Miss Lizzie

Adams, who was boru iu Wood County in

1845 aud died in 1898. She was of Scotch
parents and the Adamses were influential

members of the Scotch settlement in this

county. A number of the family taught school

at different periods.

Mr. William Dunipace, Jr., was married to

Edna Smith, of East Liberty, Wood County.
]\lrs. Dunipace was born in Logan County.
Ohio, March 17, 1879, and was gi-aduated from
the Ohio Northern Univei'sity with the same
class as her husband. She took the normal
course and for several years taught in Losjan

County before her marriage. Mr. and Mrs.
Dunipace have three children : William, Jr.,

Max and Winifred. Mrs. Dunipace 's parents

were active ]\Iethodists and largely through
her influence Mr. Dunipace became affiliated

with the Methodist Church.

George W. Miller's active career in Craw-
ford County covers a period of about forty

years, and in that time he has associated him-
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self with many of the county and state 's most
substantial interests. He is a banker, business

man, might still be classed as a farmer, and
also has a record as a teacher and public

official.

J\Ir. JVIiller was born in Todd Township of

Crawford County January 22, 1859, a son of

John D. and Mary (Kahl) Miller. His grand-

father, Daniel Miller, spent his life in Penn-
sylvania. The maternal gi-andfather, Henry
Kahl, was an early settler in Richland County,

Ohio. Mr. Miller's parents were both natives

of Pennsylvania and are now deceased. They
married in Richland County, Ohio, and the

father in his younger days followed the trade

of cabinet maker and later was a farmer. The
family located in Crawford County in 1852.

Both the father and mother had been pre-

viously married, and the former had by his

first union four sons and one daughter and
the mother had two children. George W.
Miller was the only child of his parents. He
has three half-brothers still living, Nathaniel

Miller, a retired contractor and miner at

Berkeley, California; Ananias Miller, a re-

tired farmer near Shelby, Ohio; and William

A. Miller, a retired farmer at Old Fort, Ohio.

The parents were reared as Lutherans but

afterwards became identified with the United

Brethren Church. John D. ililler was an

active democrat and filled most of the offices

of his home township.

George W. Miller has from an early age

carried the key to success in his own hands

and has worked for all he has attained. He
had a common school education, supplemented

by one term in the Northwestern College at

Fostoria. He began life as a farmer, and with

that occupation he combined the vocation of

teaching and spent twelve terms in the school-

room.
His home has been in Bucyrus since 1898.

He was elected secretary of the Farmers
Mutual Fire Insurance Company and was
with that company almost six years. He left

that office to become county treasurer, and
handled the funds of the county for five years.

^ In 1907 Mr. Miller was one of the men who
organized the Farmers and Citizens Bank and
Savings Company of Bucyrus. aud has been

its first and only president. This is one of

the strong financial institutions of Crawford
County, has capital of $100,000, surplus of

$100,000, and its average deposits aggregate

$800,000. Mr. Miller is secretary of the Ohio
Wind Storm Insurance Association, a mutual
company with many millions of dollars insur-

ance in force. His interest in farming is evi-

denced by his ownership in two good farms
in the county. He has long been an active

figure in local democratic politics and has
filled various offices. He was a delegate from
this county to the recent Ohio Constitutional
Convention. He is president of the Ohio For-
esters Association, was for six years county
school examiner, and has been town clerk and
treasurer. Fraternally he is affiliated with
the Knights of Pythias.

Mr. Miller married in 1880 Dell A. Sigler,

who was born in Todd Township of Crawford
County, daughter of George E. Sigler. Her

^

father was a native of Pennsylvania and was
an early settler in the rural community of

Crawford County. Mrs. Miller's mother was
Harriet Hourick, and she was one of four
children. Mr. and Mrs. Miller had one child,

ilinta, who died at the age of twenty-two, at

the entrance of a promising young woman-
hood.

Edward Baldwin. It is hardly possible to

do full justice to a man who is still in the

land of the living, for his deeds and character

must be reviewed in retrospect in order that

their true value be determined. Some men
pass through life without making any appre-

ciable impress upon their times, while others

appear to possess that faculty which gives

them the power to dominate every situation

in which they may be placed. Such men of-

ten are of great value to their associates and
communities. Through their ability and in-

fluence important business industries are

founded and carried on ; they take an impor-

tant part as a general rule in civic activities,

either as private citizens or public officials, or

both; and oftentimes are also prominent fac-

tors in religious, social and educational life.

The death of such men leaves vacant places

not easy to fill, and this is the case with the

passing of the late Edward Baldwin, who
for fifty-seven years was identified with af-

fairs at Weston, and who was an acknowl-

edged leader in business life, as well as a help-

ful factor in securing for his community ad-

vancements in the way of religion, education,

morality and good citizenship.

Edward Baldwin was born at Towusend,

Huron County, Ohio, November 28, 1842, and

died at his beautiful home at Weston, Wood
County, December 17, 1916. He was a son

of Watson and Almira (Church) Baldwin,

natives of Pennsylvania and members of old

and honored families of that state, where they
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resided for several years after their marriage.
They then went to Huron County, but when
their son Edward was but four years of age
eame to Bowling Green, Wood County, where
Watson Baldwin, a potash burner hy voca-
tion, did a good business in his line as long as
the timber was plentiful. When the lumber
began to disappear, he turned his attention to

agriculture, purchasing a farm east of Por-
tage, where he spent the remaining years of

his life in the pursuits of the soil and died
when about sixty years of age, after a period
of ill health. Later his widow came to Weston
and purchased a nice home, and here her last

years were spent, her death occurring when
she was about seventy-eight years of age.

They were members of the Methodist Church.
Of their large family of children nearly all

grew to maturity, a number were married
and^ all are now deceased, Edward having
been the last survivor. Two of the sons,

Charles and Byron, fought as soldiers through
the Civil war. Byron who was color-bearer

of his regiment, was killed in battle and bur-

ied on a Southern battlefield. Charles re-

turned safely after a gallant service, having
been in many battles, and at his death left a
widow and family.

Edward Baldwin grew up at Bowling
Green, receiving a public school education,

and when still a youth embarked upon a

career that continued to be active and useful

throughout his life. He began as a merchant
at Milton Center, and in 1859 came to Wes-
ton, where he was a clerk for one of the pio-

neer storekeepers here, H. R. Atkins. At the

time of the raids of the Confederate Morgan,
which caused so much excitement in the south-

ern part of Ohio, he joined the organization

known as
'

' The Squirrel Hunters, '

' the mem-
bers of which sought the wily Southerner and
his men. When the danger of the raids had
passed he returned to Mr. Atkins' employ,

but after the close of the war embarked in a

venture on his own account, engaging in grad-

ing and contracting for ties and eordwood for

the C. IT. & D. Railroad. Later he again cen-

tered his activities in the little Village of Wes-
ton, as it was then, being proprietor of a hard-

ware establishment, with H. B. Ladd as a

partner, but this firm was subsequently mutu-

ally dissolved, and Mr. Baldwin became an ex-

tensive buyer of grain and stock. He built one

and owned several other elevators at Weston,

Deshler and other places, and did a large busi-

ness as a farmer and stoekdealer. For years

he was a leader in civic affairs at Weston,

serving as trustee and in other official posi-
tions and took an active interest in all that
pertained to the advancement of the commu-
nity. Mr. Baldwin was also an active member
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, where he
Avas a member of the official board during a
long period, and for twenty-six years was
superintendent of the Sunday school at Wes-
ton. Fraternally he was a charter member
of the Knights of Pythias and the Indepen-
dent Order of Odd Fellows, and was promi-
nent in both orders.

Mr. Baldwin was married January 1, 1866,
at Weston, to Miss Harriet M. Taylor, who was
born near Weston, August 29, 1843. Mrs.
Baldwin, who has spent her entire life at and
near Weston, where she is widely known,
greatly esteemed by a large circle of acquaint-
ances and much beloved by her numerous
friends, is now passing her declining years in

the enjoyment of the comforts of her beautiful
home of modern architecture, located on North
JIain Street, where she and Mr. Baldwin re-

sided for more than twelve years, and where
their fiftieth wedding anniversary was cele-

brated January 1, 1916. She is a daughter of

Thomas Taylor, of Pennsylvania, a member of
an old and honored family of that state, the

name of which was intimately associated with
a number of events during the Revolutionary
war. Her grandfather, also named Thomas
Taylor, was an early settler of Loudonville,

then in Richland County, where he and the

grandmother passed their lives in agricultural

pursuits and died on their farm well advanced
in years. Thomas Taylor the younger grew
up at Loudonville, where he was married to

Sarah Keith, who was born in Pennsjdvania

and grew up in Richland County, Ohio, where
her parents had settled at an early day. In

1834 Thomas Taylor and his family came into

Wood County, Ohio, where he entered a lot

of valuable land near the Milton Township
line. Subsequently he laid out what was first

known as Taylorville, but which later be-

cause of confusion in the postoffice service,

was changed to Weston. One of the principal

thoroughfares of the city, Taylor Street, was
named in his honor. Here Mrs. Taylor died

in 1852, when still in middle life, while Mr.

Taylor survived until 1870 and was seventy

years of age at the time of his demise. He
was a real pioneer of this locality and may be

called the father of Weston, for he not_ only

laid out the town but fostered its evei-:^' inter-

est and worked unceasingly in its behalf, both

in a business and civic way. He was one of
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the leading improvers of land in his com-
munity, was the owner and operator of a saw
and gristmill, and later, with his sou, became
a merchant of Weston, with the postoffiee and
express office at his establishment and han-
dling all the business of the C. H. & D. Rail-

road for some years. He was a Presbyterian,

and in politics was originally a whig and later

a republican. Mi-s. Baldwin is the youngest of

her mother's ten ehildreu, and the only one
now surviving. Her two brothers, William
James and Thomas Taylor III, were soldiers

in the Civil war, and the former met a sol-

dier's death on the field of battle, being buried
in. the South, while the latter returned safely

home and died a sirigle man in October, 1903.

After the death of his first wife I\Ir. "Taylor

married Margaret (Warner) Clark, a widow,
by whom three children were born but only
one is now living, John W., of Deshler, Ohio.

Mr. and Mrs. Baldwin became the parents of

three children : Albert Byron, proprietor of

a large department store at Weston, married
Fannie A. Uhlman, and has two children,

Henry A. and Grace V., now attending school

;

James M., an automobile salesman and real

estate man of Los Angeles, California, who is

married and has a son, Andrew, in the United
States Naval Reserves; and Harriet A., the

wife of Bolton S. Armstrong, of Cincinnati,

Ohio.

Edward W. Crook has been closely and
vitally identified with the business and in-

dustrial prosperity of the Village of Hieks-
ville in Defiance County for fully forty years.

The industry which more than anything else

gives prosperity to that community is the

manufacturing concern known and condvieted

under the title Crook, Sou & Company. All

three members of the family are actively con-

cerned in its management, including Jlrs.

Crook, who has proved herself a woman of

remarkable financial judgmen^ and general

business ability.

]Mr. Crook was born at Elkton, Columbiana
County, Ohio, December 23, 1847, a sou of

Thomas and Jane (Batehelor) Crook. In
January, 1888, a short time before his death,

Thomas Crook wrote for the benefit of his

children a short autobiography, covering the

details of his early life in England, his mar-
riage, and his early experiences in Ohio up
to the time he became successfully established
in business. It is a narrative which has more
than ordinaiy interest, not only for his family
but for others. It indicates some of the rea-

sons which caused many families to come to

America in the early years of the last cen-

tury and also some of the definite incidents

connected with such an immigi-ation.

At the beginning of his narration he states

that his father, whose name was also Thomas
Crook, was born at Bradford on Avon,
County of Wilts, England, in 1784, and died

there in December, 1868, aged eighty-four,

his wife having died the previous year. He
was a clothier bj^ trade. Of his family of

eight children five were living in 1888. That
portion of the narrative pertaining to the late

Thomas Crook reads as follows:

"I, Thomas Crook, the third child of my
parents, was born in Chippenham, County of

Wilts, England, January 11, 1817. When
about eighteen years of age I moved with my
parents from Chippenham to Bradford on
Avon, ily ediication was very limited, there

being no public schools at that day. Private

or select schools existed, but their terms for

tuition were higher than my parents could

afi:ord to pay. Sunday schools existed, and
were held twice on each Sabbath, in nearly

all the churches in the land, and in these

schools thousands of children were religiously

instructed and taught to read and spell. My
parents sent me regularly to the Sunday
scliool, whei-e I soon learned to read and also

to commit many portions of the Holy Scrip-

ture to memory, which has proved a great

source of comfort and consolation to my mind
when oppressed or troubled. At the age of

ten I was engaged to work in a woolen fac-

tory located at Staverton, three and one half

miles distant from home, at which place I

worked daily for ten years, walking five miles

a day to and from the factory, thirty miles

per week, or one thousand five hundred sixt.y

miles a year, working twelve hours per da^'.

Another important event took place in 1833

;

through the religious instructions received

from faithful teachers at the Sabbath School,

I became convinced that it was my duty to

take upon me the profession of religion. I

had been a regular attendant at the services

of the Wesleyan IMethodist Church for some
time,. and felt a desire to become a member:
application was made and I was accepted into

the Society, and soon after experienced a

change of heart under the preaching of the

Word of God by Rev. John W. Button. I

have retained through the Grace of God my
integi'ity to his cause and his church with a

firm hope of eternal life.

"On June 26, 1836, I was united in mar-
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riage to Jane Batchelor, a member of the
same church, a noble, pious and good woman
who loved the church and served God with
all her heart, and became a gi-eat helpmate
to me religiously and a true helpmate in all

our iinancial and household affairs. lu a

vei"y short time after our marriage we were
called upon to pass through a severe trial.

Business became dull, times rather hard, man-
ufacturers became discouraged, and workmen
were put on short time ; many j^eople were out
of employment and wanted for bread. Our
income was small and we often conversed to-

gether about what we could or should do in

order to better our prospects and conditions

of life financially. Sometimes I worked only
two days per week, and not more than three

for nearly a year; wages were low, onlj- two
shillings per day (about forty-six cents), and
there were scores of men offering to work for

less. Had we not lived economically previous

to the panic, saving some money, we would
have suffered want."
About that juncture a relative returned

from his home in America and his descrip-

tions of the new country introduced a new
prospect to Thomas Crook. It was a matter
seriously discussed and debated for a number
of weeks. The economic arguments all fav-

ored removal to America, but his wife dis-

liked to break home ties, and the parents of

both were adverse to their children leaving

them. The outcome of the discussion can be

told in a continued quotation

:

"As I returned from work one evening my
wife met me with a smile. 'I have today been

tliinking over the subject of our leaving home
for America, and have concluded that we
ought not to go, and I hope you will not think

any more about it yourself.' It took me by
surprise, and after a few minutes of thought

I said to her: 'I have made up my mind to

go this spring, with you or without you, to

America. I am determined I won't walk
five miles and work twelve hours a day any
longer.' To this she made no answer. I saw-

she was troubled and we both were silent for

some time, the tears came to her eyes and her

heart seemed broken; we both felt very sad.

Alter some time she said to me, 'if you go I

will go with you.' And it was settled at once.

We began to make preparations, disposing of

our hoiisehold goods as rapidly as possible,

drew the money we had saved from the bank,

and found it sufficient to take us to America
and back again provided we did not like the

country. In a few days I went to Bristol and

.secured our passage in the ship Cosma bound
for New York. After this our relatives and
friends did all they could for us, in helping

to provide for our leaving. They also

bestowed on us many gifts that proved to be

of great service to us.

'We sailed on the 2Sth day of March, 1838,

and arrived in New York on the 12th day
of i\Iay. After a tedious voyage of forty-five

days we went ashore, wife and Martha, our
six months old babe, and stayed in New York
with my uncle a few days; then left there

for Pittsburg on the 23d of May, 1838. We
went by railroad and steamboat to Phila-

delphia, stayed one day, thence to Pittsburg

by the Pennsylvania Canal, and after nine

days traveling arrived at Pittsburg on the 3d
day of June ; stayed over one day ; then went
by" steamboat on the Ohio River to AVellsville

in Ohio, remaining one night, from there

going to New Lisbon, and next day to Moore 's

factory, five miles west of Lisbon, on the west

fork of the Beaver Creek. On our way to

Moore's we became fearful we were not on

the direct road. We met a person on horse-

back and asked him if we were on the road

to Moore's factory, and he answered yes. I

asked him if he knew a man there by the

name of James Batchelor; he said, 'yes, he

knew him' and then began to smile. Wife
looked up in his face and discovered that his

face had taken a serious turn. He then spoke

and said ' Is that Jane 1
' and dismounted from

his horse, making himself known to her by
saying, ' I am James Batchelor, your brother,

'

and taking her by the hand asked, 'how is

mother?' Then turning to me and taking

my hand asked after my health and how we
stood our journey and many other question.^.

He took us to his home, where we rested after

nearly four months journeying, and scareeh-

knew whither we were going, but were fully

satisfied that a kind Providence was watching

over us and leading us safely day by day.

We found those strangers living on and along

the banks and hills of the West Fork of

Beaver Creek a kind hearted people, who
showed us no little kindness, but became very

much interested in our welfare and well-

doings; a more social and clever people I

think I can say I have not found excelled. I

obtained work in the woolen factory owned
by Abner ]\Ioore, and stayed in his employ

about one year. After the lapse of a week

nr two we found a Methodist Society at the

house of a neighbor over two miles from where

we resided. Here we found a Christian and
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religious home, kind people who took great

interest in our spiritual welfare. We stayed

here a little over a year, then moved to Han-
over, where we stayed until May, 1840, then

moved to Elki-un township, Columbiana
county, where we are still living. Here I

went into partnership with James Batchelor

and purchased a small woolen factory, which
proved a profitable investment, made some
money, and for twenty-two years conducted
the mill. Those years were the happiest years

of my life. It was here where all but two
of our children were bom and reared. We
had excellent church privileges and enjoy-

ment. '

'

After his twenty-two years as a woolen
manufacturer Thomas Crook operated two
farms near the Village of Elkton until 1866,

and theu was in mercantile business at Elkton
with his brother John for three years. After
that he lived retired. His brave and true

hearted wife died in Januarj', 1864, at the

age of forty-eight. Her children were: Mar-
tha, Sarah, Edward W., Emma, John Prank
and Ida. Thomas Crook married for his sec-

ond wife Doi'cas Burford, also a native of

England, and for his third wife Mary Ann
Eaton, who had one child, Homer Crook.
From the time of his birth in Columbiana

County in 1847 until 1876 Edward W. Crook
lived in that locality. He attended the com-
mon schools, spent one term in the New Lis-

bon High School, and for that part of his

higher education he walked 41/2 miles each
morning and night. After the age of thirteen

he had also worked in his father's woolen
factory and there he gained the habits of in-

dustry which have always stood him in good
stead. In 1866 he apprenticed himself to

learn the carriage making business, and after

three years set up a small shop of his own
at Fairfield in Columbiana County.

In the meantime he had maiTied and in

November, 1876, he removed to Defiance and
bought a thii'd interest in the Kerr Brothers
manufacturing business, the other two part-

ners being brothers of his wife, Mrs. Crook.
This business had recently been established at

Hieksville to manufacture handles for agri-

cultural implements. Besides the three part-

ners only one hand was employed at the be-

ginning. About 1887 Mr. Crook acquired a
half interest in the business, but it was con-

tinued as Kerr Brothers & Company until

1902, when it was succeeded by a stock com-
pany, Kerr Brothers Manufacturing Com-
pany. During 1906-07 ]\Ir. Crook organized

the firm of Crook, Son & Company, the son,

Thomas Leonard, being a half owner in the

business, and this industry has steadily grown,
and now has a plant where about seventy-tive

Ijersous are employed and goods to the value

of about $100,000 are manufactured annually,

^lost of the product goes to wholesale hard-
ware jobbing firms throughout the countiy,

and some large shipments have been made to

foreign countries. In matters of politics

Mr. Crook has always been identified with the

republican party. Both he and his wife are

prominent in the Methodist Episcopal Church,
and he has been officially identified with his

church for thirty-nine years. Fraternally his

onl}^ membership is in the Knights of Pythias.

On July 14, 1875, at Hieksville, Mr. Crook
married Miss Alice il. Kerr. She was born
at ]\Iiddletown, Holmes County, Ohio, Novem-
ber 5, 1853, daughter of Joseph and Jane
(Dowell) Kerr. Her father was a native of

Pennsylvania and her mother of Holmes
County, Ohio, where they were married.

Joseph Kerr was a tailor by trade, followed

that occupation in Middletown, and in 1857
removed to Hieksville, where he lived until

his death in 1902. His widow died in 1904.

At Hieksville he was also a tailor, but sub-

sequently took up the milling industry, put
up a large grist mill, and later was manager
of the electric light plant. He was a very

public spirited citizen, ready to do anything

to help his community, and among other

things he donated the site for the Methodist

Episcopal Church at Hieksville. He was a

stanch republican. Mr. and Mrs. Kerr had
two sons and two daughters.

Mrs. Crook, who was next to the youngest

in her parents' family, attended the common
schools, spent several years in higher schools

at Ashland and Cleveland, and for two yeai-s

was a teacher in Hieksville just before her

marriage. After her marriage she and Mr.
Crook lived for a year and a half in Colum-
biana County, but since then her home has

been continuously at Hieksville. Almost from
the first she has had more than a nominal
part in the manufacturing industry origi-

nally established by her brothers Joseph,

Thomas and R. F. Kerr. She has been the

real financier of the business, and in the

absence of a bank at Hieksville has had the

management and care of the funds used by
the factory. The growth and progress of the

business have always been a great satisfaction

to her, and that, her home, her church and
her devotion to the uplifting influences of
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humanity have made hers a very busy and
useful life indeed.

Mrs. Crook has always been active in the

Methodist Episcopal Church, and has been

a member of the church at Hieksville longer

than any other woman. She contributed gen-

erously to the building of the present church
edifice. For three years she was county pres-

ident of the Woman's Christian Temperance
Union and in 1910 was a delegate to the

world convention of that order in Glasgow,
Scotland, and while abroad that year she also

attended the Passion Play. She is one of tlie

most earnest and persistent workers in Ohio
for the cause of prohibition and it is a mat-
ter of much satisfaction to her that she has

contributed at least something to the great

movement which has now drawn half of the

.states of the Union under the pi-ohibitiou

banner. Mrs. Crook has always had a bound-
ing vitality, and in whatever circumstances

she has been placed she has turned a smiling

and cheerful countenance to the world. She
grew up in this rural district of Northwestern

Ohio and one of her duties as a girl was hunt-

ing up the cows and doing her share of the

milking.

Mr. and Mrs. Crook had two sons. Thomas
Leonard, born October 25, 1884, has for a

number of years been actively identified with

the business at Hieksville. Edward Leland,

born July 14, 1888, died in infancy. In 1907

Mr. and Mrs. Crook erected a beautiful home,

one of the finest in that section of Defiance

County. In 1915 their son Thomas was also

provided with a beautiful residence. Mr.

and Mrs. Crook in recent years have spent

much of their time in travel, their winters

being passed in Florida, and they have

toured both Europe and their home country.

Henry Daniels. While many worthy

civilian efforts have characterized the useful-

ness of Henry Daniels, it is, perhaps, as a

soldier of the Union that he rendered services

that he cherishes as his fondest memories.

Certain it is that the traits of courage and

faithfulness with which Mr. Daniels was so

richly endowed found no more certain avenue

of expression than in the great struggle be-

tween the North and South, where freedom

for slaves and unity of government were pur-

chased at the frightful sacrifice of 650,000

lives. As were the great majority of those

who came to the rescue of their country in its

hour of dire necessity, Mr. Daniels was fol-

lowing the dull routine of the farm, and his

life up to that time had known little deviation
from the strict fulfillment of home duty, in-
terspersed by attendance at the district

schools. Later Mr. Daniels turned his atten-
tion to agi-icultural pursuits, and so well did
he direct his afi'airs that he became the owner
of several large tracts of land and is now the
possessor of a handsome competence and is

living in retirement at Weston, where he is

one of his community's most highly esteemed
citizens.

Jlr. Daniels was born in Carroll County,
Ohio, October 27, 1842, a sou of Charles G.
and Belinda (ilarshall) Daniels, and a grand-
son of Samuel G. Daniels, who for some years
was a miller in Can-oil County, where he died.

From Carroll County, Charles G. Daniels
removed with his family to Pike County and
after a fe*v j'eai"s to Bethel, Sharon Ridge,
Paulding County, where he entered unim-
proved land and succeeded in the develop-
ment of a productive farm. He had gone to

that community over the Black Swamp in a
"prairie schooner," the true type of pioneer
conveyance. Subsequently he rented what
was known as the Barnheizer Mill, which he
conducted for some years, and then returned
to his farm and cleared up its 160 acres, also

adding an additional tract of forty acres,

which he also cleared and improved. In addi-

tion to this he owned several hundred acres

of land in Fulton Count.y, and in every way
was one of the substantial and well-to-do men
of his locality. After the death of his wife

he moved to Kansas, where he secured new
land in Gove County, and there passed the

rest of his life, dying at the age of about

seventy-nine years. His remains were

brought hack to Ohio and laid beside those

of his wife, who had died at Liberty Center,

Henry County. They were faithful menihers

of the Seventh Day Adventist Church for

many years.

Henry Daniels was reared on the home
farm, from whence he enlisted August 21,

1862, in Company D, One Hundred and

Twenty-fourth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer

Infantry^ Colonel 0. H. Payne. He enlisted

for three years, but his service was a few days

less than that period, as the war had dosed

and he received his honorable discharge. At

various times under the commands of Gener-

als Rosecrans, 0. 0. Howard, Buell and John-

ston, he was promoted because of meritorious

service until reaching the rank of first ser-

geant. He was in numerous engagements, in-

cluding the first battle of Franklin, handling
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himself with gallantry, and at Chickamauga
was shot through the left arm near the shoul-

der. He refused to go to the rear in spite of

his wound, but fought bravely on, and in the

raging backward and forward of the des-

perate fight two hours later received a severe

scalp wound. He was left for dead, hut after

the Confederates had charged over his pros-

trate body and had again been swept back by

the Union forces Mr. Daniels' comrades found

him and sent him to the hospital, whei'e he

eventually recovered. Later he received a

slight wound at the battle of Resaca. Through-

out the three years of his sei'vice Mr. Daniels

gave to his country the best that was in him,

patiently enduring the hardships of the long

marches, faithfully performing his arduous

duties, winning the respect of his officers by

his fearless courage, and tendering innumer-

able kindly services to less fortunate com-

rades.

At the close of his military service Mr. Dan-
iels returned to the duties of civil life. He
began his career in the cultivation of the soil

as a truck farmer on li^ acres of land in

Wood County, where his skilled operations

gained for him the title of "Cabbage King."
He also raised as much small fruit as any one

in this locality, and propagated the locally

well-known Nonesuch strawberry, which stood

highest in Wood Count}' for some years for

quantity, quality and flavor. From time to

time thereafter he bought land and enlarged

the scope of his operations until he was a full-

fledged general farmer. At this time he owns
forty acres in the corporation of Weston, a

part of the old Noble homestead, twenty acres

more in ililton Township, and other lands in

Weston Township. In 1908 he retired from
active pursuits and came to Weston, where he

had erected a handsome modem home on North

Main Street. His farming propei-ties are all

finely improved and have substantial and
commodious buildings and modern equipment
and appliances. In business circles his name
has ever been one connected with honorable

dealing and as a citizen he has done his full

part in promoting beneficial movements and
enterprises. Mr. Daniels is a member of Neib-

ler Post, Grand Army of the Republic, at

Weston, and the Union Veterans at Lima.

He maintains an independent stand in regard

to political matters.

In Paulding County, Ohio, Mr. Daniels mar-
ried IVIiss Emma C. Shirley, daughter of

Judge Robert Shirley, who came from the

East to Paulding County as an early pioneer

and there was married to Sarah Hudson. Both
died in that county after years passed in

farming. They had five sons in the Union
army during the Civil war, Joseph, David,
Elias, James and Benjamin, the last-named
of whom, a drummer boy, died at Defiance.

Mr. and Mrs. Daniels are the parents of two
daughters: May, who is the wife of M. D.
Hall, a garage owner of Milton, Ohio, and has
six children: Jessie R., Lewis H., Edith M.,
Mildred I., John M., and Montford G. ; Myrtle
R. is living with her father, the widow of

Charles Baker, who was a teacher in the
schools of Wood County for some years. Mr.
Daniels and the members of his family attend

the Christian Church.

William H. Hatcher. For the past fif-

teen j-ears a retired resident of Weston, Wil-
liam H. Hatcher demonstrated during the
active years of his career the fact that a man
can overcome the handicaps of early limita-

tions, and there are few residents of the
county who deserve more credit for what they

have done in lifting themselves from the sur-

roundings of responsible and cheerless youth.
When he returned from valiant service as a

soldier of the Union during the Civil war he
stmck out boldly for himself in an unim-
proved section of Henry County, and in the

years that followed woi-ked so industriously

and managed his afl^airs so well that he be-

came the possessor of several handsome and
valuable properties, and as a result liis even-

ing of life is being passed amid comforts that

his childhood never dreamed of.

I\Ir. Hatcher was born February 13, 1844,

in Logan County, Ohio, and was there reared.

His people were honest, but very poor, and
as the lad's services were constantly needed
at home his educational training was slighted,

and in fact he attended school only twenty
days of his life. Living in the backwoods, he
knew little beyond the drudgery of the home
farm, an unproductive tract of land operated

in a primitive way with crude implements,

but when the news of the Civil war reached

his community he was anxious to serve his

country and in 1862 presented himself for

service, but was declined owing to lack of

height and weight. He persevered in his at-

tempt, however, and in February, 1864, was
accepted as a member of Company C, Forty-

fifth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and
continued to serve until receiving his honor-

able discharge at Columbus, Ohio, having-

been mustered out of the service at Galveston,.
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Texas, November 4, 1865^ He was through
the campaign from Chattanooga to Atlanta
and in the siege of the latter city, under Gen-
eral Sherman, whose forces went on "to the
sea," but JMr. Hatcher's regiment, under Gen-
eral Thomas, went back to Nashville in pur-
suit of Hood. At the battle of Resaca Mr.
Hatcher was wounded in the leg by a splinter

in an explosion in which ninety Union sol-

diers lost their lives, but he returned to his

home safely in spite of the fact that he had
been confined to a hospital by sickness for a

few weeks. "With an excellent record for
faithful discharge of duty and gallantry in

action Mr. Hatcher returned to his old home.
He had, however, dui-ing his term of service

seen enough of the world to be self-reliant and"

to know that the Logan County community of

his boyhood held out no opportunities to him,

and he therefore went into the woods of ITenry

County, securing a tract of forty acres of

land on Beaver Creek in 1869, where the first

settlers located because it was about the only

part of the county not inundated. His land,

which he secured for a first payment of $100
and a like amount per year for eight years,

was in Richfield Township, across which no
road had yet been built, and his first home
was a small log cabin, erected by a previous

owner. Subsequently, by the hardest kind of

work, he succeeded in clearing and draining

a farm of ninety-three acres, and later bought
another farm of ninety-feeven acres, located

on section 13, the greater part of which he

himself cleared. He still owns these proper-

ties, which now have the best of improvements
and substantial modem buildings. His ca-

pacity for industry and business wrought
great changes upon these farms, which today

stand as models of what may be accomplished

by a man who is bound to win out in the call-

ing he is called upon to piirsue.

]\Ir. Hatcher was married first in Logan
County, Ohio, to ilaria Elzina Argo, who was

born, reared and educated in that count.y, and

who died on the Henry County farm May
20, 1880, aged thirty-seven years. She was

the mother" of the following children: Ella

B. Hopkins, of Custer, Ohio; her twin, Al-

bert Gallatin, a farmer who died in ^lay 1901,

leaving a widow and two children, Nellie and

Ralph; Clara J., the wife of Sherman Logan,

of Fremont, and the mother of two children.

Hazel and Agnes ; Emma, who married James

Nicholas, a drayman of Custer, and has three

sons, Guy, George and Walter; Charles E.,

superintendent of the Henry County Infirm-

ary, who is married and has four children,
Elzina, Oscar, Gladys and Burdette; Effie, of
Fremont, who is the widow of Herbert Spang-
ler and has two chil(Jren, Marie and Virgil;
and Olive, the wife of Frank Linedecker, of
Custer.

Air. Hatcher was married second, in Henry
County, to Adeline Roberts, who came from
Logan County when only nine years old, her
father, Thomas Roberts, being the only
teacher Mr. Hatcher ever had. To this union
there were born the following children : Wil-
liam T., who is superintendent of schools of
Napoleon, Henry County, married and has
two children, Ruth and Mildred; May U.,

who is the wife of Harry Barnes, of Meta-
mora, Ohio, and has one daughter, Chloetta;
John E., former superintendent of schools of
Hamler and Florida, Ohio, and now postmas-
ter of the former place, married Rilla iMcFad-
den, and has three children, Lucile, Norma
and Iva J. ; Verna B., who is the wife of
Charles Fahrer, of Custer and has three chil-

dren, Harold, Clara and Richard; Burton C,
a railroad man of South Dakota, who is mar-
ried and has a son, John H. ; Katharine, who
is the wife of Ross Hoskinson, telegraph oper-

ator at Deshler, and has a son, David;
]Martha, who was educated in the Weston
High School and resides with her parents;
and James P., who is a volunteer member of

Company H, Second Ohio Volunteer Infan-
try, soon to be called into service for partici-

pation in the gi-eat European war. He is a
graduate of Weston High School.

The family for many years have belonged
to the Methodist Episcopal Church, and i\Ir.

Hatcher assisted in the biiilding of the Lara-
more Church in Richfield Township, of which
he was a steward and trustee from its or-

ganization until he came to Weston. He has

served as trustee of Richfield Township for

six years and held other offices, and in prin-

ciple is a pioneer prohibitionist. Remember-
ing the trials of his early life, he is kindly dis-

posed and generous toward those less fortu-

nate than himself, and is accounted an honor-

able and high-minded as well as a public-

spirited citizen.

George W. Bish is a merchant and busi-

ness man of wide experience and splendid

ability, and is now sole proprietor of the

Bish grocery establishment at 105 Findla.v

-Street in Carey. Mr. Bish has been connected

with mercantile enterprise for a great many
yeai-s, though part of his experience was as.
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an agriculturist. He was boru October 21,

1877, on a farm near Limestone Ridge not far

from Carey, Ohio. His parents were Henry
and Sarah Ann (Oman) Bish. The family
have been farmers as far back as there is any
record. The stock is Pennsylvania German
and the Bishes settled in that state when they
first came to America. Afterwards the family
moved to Fairfield County, Ohio, where Henry
Bish was born. Henry Bish made a splendid
record of three years' service in the Civil war.
He enlisted August 12, 1862, at Findlay, Ohio,
in Company D of the Ninety-ninth Ohio In-

fantry. This regiment was part of the First

Brigade, Third Division, Fourth Army Corps.
His first important battle was at Stone River
in January, 1863, where he was among the

Union soldiers captured. He was sent to

Libby prison at Richmond, remained there

three months and on being exchanged was sent

to Annapolis, ilaryland, and then to Camp
Dennison, Ohio. There the Ninety-ninth Regi-
ment was consolidated with the Fiftieth Ohio,

and formed a part of the Fourth Brigade,
Second Division, Twenty-third Army Corps.
With this organization Henry Bish was soon
in active service, and the more notable battles

in which he engaged are a striking testimony
to his gallant service. He fought at Cliieka-

mauga, Lookout IMountain, Mis.siouary Ridge,
and in many battles of the great Atlanta cam-
paign, including Ringgold, Rocky. Face, Buz-
zard Roost, Pumpkin Vine and others of minor
importance. He received his honorable dis-

charge at Camp Dennison, Ohio, in 1865.

George W. Bish received his early schooling
in Seneca County, and at the age of seventeen
he began work for his father in a grocery
store. His father was in poor health for a

number of years and finally died in 1895.

After that George Bish continued, the manage-
ment of the store a year, then sold out. He
next did what might be called a journeyman
experience as a merchant, working in dif-

ferent grocery stores about Ohio and Indiana,
being at Fort Wayne for some time. In 1902
he came to Carey, Ohio, and became clei-k

for Mr. Chesebrough. In 1907 he bought a
half interest in the business, and the firm was
Chesebrough & Bish until the death of the

senior partner on April 4, 1917. Since then
Mr. Bish has continued the business under
his individual management. He conducts his

store on modern business principl&s. keeps a
full and fresh stock, and supplies a large de-
mand both in the town and surrounding
country.

Mr. Bish married in 1902 Hallie V. Chese-
brough, a daughter of George and Catherine
(Lytle) Chesebrough. They have one child,

George Henry, boru in 1907. G. W. Chese-
brough was one of the oldest merchants in

Carey, Ohio, at the time of his death having
been continually in business as a groceryman
forty-one years and he was one of the repre-
sentative citizens of that place. He married
Catherine A. Lytle, and they were the parents
of two childi-en: I\Iyrta, who married W. H.
Houk, and they have two children, Harold
G. and Gertrude C; and Hallie V., who be-

came the wife of Mr. Bish. Both Mr. and
Mrs. Chesebrough were Methodists. Mrs.
Chesebrough died in 1901 and Mr. Chese-
brough married a second time, in 1903, wed-
ding Mrs. Margaret A. Shoupe, who still sur-
vives. Mr. Chesebrough, was a leader in the
church choir many years and was a member
of the Masons, Knights of Pythias, and the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and was
prominent in all these ordei-s.

Mr. Bish is a republican in politics, is affi-

liated with the Carey lodges of Independent
Order of Odd Fellows and the Knights of the
Maccabees, having held chairs in both orders,

and is a member of the First Methodist Epis-
copal Church. His success in life is due to

the expression of his own talents and energies,

and he has always used his individual means
and influence to promote the welfare of his

communit.y.

H. A. Hartman, superintendent of the city

schools of Marion, has spent practically all

his active life as an educator. He has taught
school and has been connected with school

administration in Ohio and in various other
states, including tlie South. In his younger
years he had not only himself to look after but
other members of the family, and lie" earned a

living in addition to paying for a lilieral edu-

cation.

Mr. Hartman was born in Van Wert
County, July 2, 1864, a son of George A. and
Emeline (Bowers) Hartman. His grand-
father, Christopher Hartman, was a native of

Pennsylvania and located on a farm in Stark
County, Ohio, in the '30s. Christopher's

father was German born, and came from the

picturesque and historic section of the Harz
Mountains. The maternal grandfather. Ben-
jamin Bowers, was a native of Pennsylvania
and also located in Stark County in the '30s.

He was a farmer and stock buyer and was
also of German origin. George J. Hartman
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and his wife Emeline Bowers were both ua-
tives of Stark County, where he was born in

1836 and she in IbiO. He died in 1891 and
the mother in 1914. They married in Stark
County in 1858 and at once removed to Van
Wert County, where thej' located on a farm.
George Hartmaa began life poor, but was able

to make a creditable provision for his familj'.

He had taught school before his marriage. He
was a democrat in politics and in his home
county served as township assessor and clerk.

He and his wife were active Presbyterians.
They had a large family of eleven children,

and the six now living are : H. A. Hartman,
the oldest; B. F., in the lumber business at

Seattle. Washington : J. B., a resident of

Toledo; W. C, wlio also lives in Toledo and
is connected with the street car system ; Dema,
wife of 0. J. Sponseller, a farmer near Bloom-
ville, Ohio ; and Lottie, who is unmarried and
lives with her brother, J. B.

H. A. Hartman grew up on his father's

farm and received his first instruction in

country schools and also in the schools of

the City of Van Wert. He took a teacher's

training course at Valparaiso, Indiana, and
subsequently spent three more years in that

institution. He was a teacher in the winter

and a student in summer. For three years he

was instructor of Latin and Physiology in the

Normal School at Middle Point, Ohio, and
while there received his A. B. degree. He
next went to Wetumpka, Alabama, where for

two years he was supei-inteudeut of city

schools. He entered the State College at Troy,

Alabama, taking the summer courses, and
after two years received the degree Doctor of

Philosophy in the State College in 1893. He
tlien taught in the Department of Langi;ages

in the Agricultural College at Athens, Ala-

bama, until 1895, and in that year was elected

principal of schools at Van Wert, his home
town back in Ohio. He was there until 1898,

and then went to Ti'inidad, Colorado, where
he accepted the superintendency of the city

schools and remained until 1900. His next

position was as superintendent of schools at

Decatur. Indiana, where he remained until

1906, and then accepted a call to the State

University of Colorado as instructor in educa-

tion. He was instructor in education until

1910, when he returned to Ohio and entered

upon the duties that still engage him as super-

intendent of the city schools of Marion. For
six years while in Alabama he was instructor

in the Peabody Institute, and has done much

nistitute work in the states of Indiana and
Ohio.

In 1895 Mr. Hartman married Ida Brandy-
berry of Decatur, Indiana. They have five

children : Dale A., a junior in the law depart-
ment of Western Reserve University of Cleve-
land, now holds the rank of corporal in the
United States Artillery service, having first

enlisted in Troop A of the cavalry, but sub-
sequently changing to the artillery ; Joyce I.

is a junior in the medical department of West-
ern Reserve L'niversity ; Jesse B. is member of
the senior class of the Marion High School;
Paul B., also in the last year of the local high
school; and Ruth Rae, in the sixth gi-ade of
the grammar schools.

^Ir. and Mrs. Hartman have taken great
pains with the education and training of their

children and may well be proud of the attain-

ments of the younger members of their house-
hold. Mr. and Mrs. Hartman are members of

the Methodist Episcopal Church. He is

teacher of the Young Ladies' Class of the

Sunday school. Mr. Hartman has passed all

the chairs of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, is also a Knight of Pythias and
Mason, and in politics is independent.

Benjamin Meck has had a long and honor-
able career as a lawyer in Northwest Ohio,

and enjoys the prestige and honors of his

profession at Bueyrus.
IMr. Meck was born in Crawford Countv,

Ohio, March 1, 1860, son of John Frederick
and Christina (Schiefer) Meck. Both parents

were natives of Wurtemberg, Germany, where
the father was horn September 1, 1816, a son

of John F. Meck, who subsequently came to

the United States and died in Crawford
County. Christina Schiefer was born ^May 11,

1830, a daughter of Conrad Schiefer. They
were married in Crawford County, where
John Frederick Meck settled about 1832 as a

pioneer farmer. He was a hard working Ger-

man, thrifty, and acquired a good estate as

a farmer and stock raiser. He was a man of

iinassuming character, well read, but never

sought the honors of public life. He was a

democrat, and his church faith was repre-

sented by the Pietist creed. He and his wife

had eleven children, eight of w^hom are still

living : Conrad F., a timber dealer at Bueyrus

;

Mrs. Paulina Adler of Toledo: Benjamin;
]\rrs. Sarah Hesehe of Bueyrus ; David C, an
educator living at Cleveland; William H.,

who is also an educator living at Dayton,
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Ohio, aiid former state senator ; Charles Wes-
ley, a Toledo attorney; Noah Webster, who
lives at Chatfield, Ohio, and is a mail carrier.

Benjamin Meek spent his early life on his

father's farm and besides the public schools

he completed a course and graduated from
the Ohio Normal University in 1883. He
studied law under Allen Smalley of Upper
Sandusky and was admitted to the bar in

1889. From that year to the present he has

carried increasing burdens as a lawyer and
successful practitioner. He continued to

practice at Upper Sandusky for twenty years

and while there served as prosecuting attor-

ney of the county for six years. Since 1907

Mr. Meek has had his home and offices at

Bucyrus.
December 30, 1883, he married Mary Mc-

Laughlin, a native of Wyandot County. They
have five children. Henr_y Lehr j\Ieck is now
practicing medicine at Petersburg, Michigan.

Abraham K. Meek is a lawyer at Eugene,
Oregon. Chester Allen Meek is also a lawyer
and associated with his father in practice.

Nina Augusta married D. M. Wirth, a cloth-

ing merchant at Bucyrus. Calvin Benjamin
Meek is still pursuing his studies in the local

high school.

Mrs. Meek is a member of the Reformed
Church. jMr. Meek takes an active part in

fraternal affairs in the Masonic Order, the

Xnights of Pythias and the Loyal Order of

Moose. He has served as senior deacon of

the Masonic Lodge and as past dictator of the

Loyal Order of Moose. Politically he is a

•democrat, and has done considerable cam-
paign work for the party and is a speaker of

much ability.

Henry C. TThlmax. Tracing the lives of

prominent men of Northwest Ohio, it is easy

to see that progressive characters have never
lacked for opportunities, and that opportu-
nities have not signified so much as has the

man liimself, the problems of professional,

industrial and financial life having been
solved in many ways by the ability of individ-

uals. With the expansion of trade, the need
of capital for building up and maintaining
the many large industries and institutions,

there has arisen a need for concerted effort,

but the personal factor has always been po-

tent. During the last half a century the finan-

cial institutions of the various communities
have played an important and most helpful

part, and one of the men of financial integrity

is Henry C. Uhlman, formerly for many years

a leading merchant at Weston, Wood County,
ex-mayor of the city, and now president of the
First National Bank at that place. Mi*. Uhl-
man 's career has been interesting and is

typical of modern progi-ess and advancement.
Alert and enterprising, he early utilized the
opportunities offered in this county, and close

application, indefatigable energy, integrity

and determination liave constituted the foun-
dation of his achievements.

Mr. Uhlman was born in Hanover, Ger-
many, June 3, 1842, in which locality the fam-
ily had lived for many generations, and where
they were known for their industry and pro-
bity and as members of the Lutheran faith

since the days of Luther. His parents were
Casper H. and Catherine M. (Hacke) Uhl-
man, the former born in 1810 and the latter

in 1812, and both in Hanover, where they
were married in 1833. In his native land Cas-
per H. Uhlman followed the trade of wagon-
maker, but, although he was energetic and
enterprising in his labors, did not make the
progress that he desired, and eventually de-

cided to try his fortunes in the United States,

where opportunities for advancement were
being held out to ambitious men of industry.

In 1843, with his family, he took passage on a

sailing vessel at Hamburg, and after a some-
what extended voyage arrived at Baltimore.
For a time after his arrival he followed the

ti-ade of carpenter, but eventually located on
a farm in Sandusky County, near the town
of Woodville, this being an English-speaking
community where his children soon learned

the tongue and customs of the country and
were glad to have the opportunity of becom-
ing good American citizens. In that locality

Casper H. Uhlman and his worthy wife

rounded out their careers in the pursuits of

agriculture, and not only established a good
home for their family and amassed a com-
petence for their declining years, but at the

same time built up a substantial reputation

for sterling integrity of character. They were
devout members of the Lutheran Church and
lived their faith, and Mr. UMman became a

supporter of the principles of tlie democratic

party. They had the following children

:

Mary, who married John Shumaker: Louise,

who became the wife of C. Habler; Caroline,

who married William Bruns; Charles, who
died i'> Cerniany: Henry C; Annie, who died

in childhood; and an infant who died un-

named.
Henry C. Uhlman was educated in the pub-

lic schools of Woodville Township, Ohio,
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and was a little more than fifteen years of age
when he started to work. On October 20,

1857, he began as a clerk in the employ of
Ira B. Banks, of Pemberville, when that place
was a mere hamlet with a handful of houses.

In 1864 Mr. Banks removed his stock of goods
to Weston. In the meantime Mr. Uhlman, who
was receiving only four dollars per month
and his board, had in 1860 left the services of

Mr. Banks after a disagreement as to the

remuneration he should receive, and had gone
to Toledo, where he secured a position with
a better saUiry attached. In March, 1867,
Mr. Banks, who was fully aware of his former
employe's ability, persuaded Mr. Uhlman to

return to his store, where the latter was given
an interest in the business. They made a
great success of the enterprise, and in 1874,
purchased 200 acres of land north of the

village, and when, four years later, they mu-
tually agreed to dissolve the partnership Mr.
Banks took the farming land as his share,

while Mr. Uhlman retained the store and
stock. Their association had always been a

most agreeable and profitable one, without
even a harsh word between the partners, and
when Mr. Banks returned to Weston and
again engaged in business as a merchant, the

friendship was resumed and friendly rela-

tions existed between the men up to the time

of Mr. Banks' death. Mr. Uhlman continued
to be actively interested in the store for a

period of thirty-six years and was one of the

best known merchants of tlie city, attracting

trade to his large store by attractive goods
and honest prices and holding it by honorable

business methods. In January, 1903, he sold

the business to his son, Fred Uhlman, and his

son-in-law, A. B. Baldwin, who carried on the

business successfully for several mm is. In

this time Fred Uldman had cnininincr,! to

engage in the business of buying iij) hankrupt
stocks and selling them, and this became such

a large enterprise that he finally sold his in-

terest in the store at Weston to his partner,

Ml-. Baldwin, and devoted his entire attention

to his new line of endeavor. Soon he was
buying and selling large stocks in this direc-

tion and in this way has become one of the

most successful business men of this locality,

being the owner of stores at Bowling Green,

North Baltimore, Defiance, Bryan, Sanduskj'

and Fremont. Since 'becoming sole owner of

the business at Weston, Mr. Baldwin has done

very well at the old stand, where he has an
establishment forty by 90 feet, filled with a

full line of dry goods, notions, carpets and
household supplies.

The First National Bank was started at

Weston about 1887 as a private institution

by A. J. Muun, who conducted it for many
years. About 1900 the bank was taken over
by A. E. Royce, and three years later Mr.
Uhlman and Mr. Royce reorganized it as the

First National Bank of Weston, with a capital

of $25,000, Mr. Uhlman being made presi-

dent ; A. E. Royce, vice president ; and W. R.

Noyes, cashier. The first directors were : A.
E. Royce, J. W. Brownsberger, Samuel C.

Oswald, Doctor Mannhardt of Custer, Ohio,

F. E. Whitaker and Henry C. Uhlman, with

several others, since which time there have
been several changes. The institution now
has a surplus of $10,000 and deposits of

$175,000, and the institution is accounted one

of the strongest in this part of the state, hav-

ing an excellent country from which to draw
its depositors and possessing a directing

board tliat includes in its membership some of

the wealthiest men of this locality. The bank-

ing house is a modern structure, erected es-

pecially for the bank in 1908 and is finely

equipped throughout. Mr. Uhlman, as pres-

ident of this institution, is widely known as

a man of substantial worth, one whose judg-

ment is sound and sagacity keen. He never

has been known to sacrifice a safe conserva-

tion to personal ambition, in all his career

having sought advancement founded upon
well-established business principles. Few
men of Northwest Ohio are better informed

concerning the financial problems which are

always an issue in the management of large

interests. He is concerned in all that pertains

to modern advancement and to improvements

along material, intellectual and moral lines.

He makes no show of his charities, but they

extend to many worthy enterprises. A re-

publican in politics, he has long been identi-

fied with that party, having cast his first vote

for Abraham Lincoln. He was the second

mayor of Weston, nn.l f(ir twenty years was

a member of the srh,,..! Imni'il, iluring which

time he was largely iiisii'iiinciital in the secur-

ing of two new schn.il Idiildiiigs, one of them

still being used as the Wfston High School.

Fraternallv he is affiliated with the Indepen-

dent Order of Odd Fellows, in which he has

passed all the chairs. He has been a member
of the Presbyterian Church for upwards of

forty years and during the greater part of

this period has served in the capacity of elder,
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which position he holds at this time. He has
been an active workei- in the movements of

this church, is a member of the building com-
mittee which completed the erection of the
present church edifice, and is a generous con-
tributor to all the work of the congregation.
Among other things Mr. Ulilman has contrib-

uted materially to the upbuilding of his

adopted city by the erection of a number of
brick houses, and in other ways is a leader
of all progressive movements.

Mr. Uhlman married in 1870 Miss Lizzie

Hill, of Weston, who was born in the State
of New York, August 20, 1844.. To them have
been born three children: Fannie Augusta,
married A. B. Baldwin, and is the mother
of two children, Henry A. and Grace Vir-
ginia; Grace Maj^ is the wife of J. C. White,
of Bowling Green, Ohio, who is connected
with the Uhlman interests; Fred W. Uhlman
married Grace Millikin, of Bowling Green,
and he is proprietor of several clothing estab-

lishments.

Edwin H. Baggaley. The career of the
late Edwin H. Baggaley, of Weston, was an
expression of well-directed and intelligent in-

dustry, of devotion to the best interests of the
community, and promotion of the best tenets

of commercial life. His financial standing
was indicated by the possession of some valu-
able properties and other interests, which
came to him through the exercise of thrift,

good management and business sagacity, and
his personal reputation was built up through
years of integrity in the various affairs of
life with which he was connected. He was
bom July 4, 1850, in Staffordshire, England,
and came of an old and respected English
family, being a son of Jacob and Hermine
(Lawton) Baggaley, natives of Lancashire,
England. His father, who was an inn keeper
by vocation, died of dropsy at the age of
forty-two years, while his mother survived to

the age of sixty-three.

Edwin H. Baggaley entered school when a
small lad and attended until he wa.s thirteen
years of age, when he had acquired knowl-
edge that many of his fellow scholars gained
only after much more study. Throughout
his life he continued to be a well-read man,
quick to learn and with a receptive and re-

tentive mind. He had some experience in re-

gard to working with machinerj' in his native
land and at the age of sixteen years left Eng-
land and came to the United States to ,ioin \\is

aunt, Mrs. Josephine Woodisse, who had come

here prior to the Civil war and was living in

Wood County, Ohio, near Weston. Shortly
after his arrival he went to Lima, where he
secured employment in a machine shop and
there received a substantial training, but
subsequently returned to Weston and became
associated with the late Edward Baldwin, one
of the leading business men of this place, the
owner of several elevators and a man con-
nected with many of the prominent enter-

prises here. He remained for several years as
a clerical worker with Mr. Baldwin, and then
became associated with his bi'other-in-law,

John E. Clark, but eventually again returned
to Mr. Baldwin's employ. In 1895 he went to

Toledo, where he became bookkeeper and man-
ager for the firm of Lorenz Company, whole-
sale and retail manufacturers of and dealers
in perfumes and druggi-sts' sundries, but in

1901 returned to Weston and became identi-

fied with Oswald Brothers, extensive dealers
in lumber and coal, with which concern he
continued to be associated until his death,
June 21, 1916. Mr. Baggaley was a useful
citizen and much respected as such and as a
man who was always endeavoring to do some-
thing for his fellows. He was a consistent

member of the Methodist Church. In poli-

tics a republican, he was township clerk and
corporation clerk for years, and was also well

known fraternally, being a member of the In-

dependent Order of Odd Fellows at Weston
and active in the Knights of Pythias from the
time of its organization, being the first keeper
of the seals and kej's in its history. A very
well read and well informed man as to cur-

rent events, he was noted for his intelligent

and sound views on many subjects, and these

characteristics assisted him in the accumu-
lation of a good property.
Mr. Baggaley was married July 4, 1875, at

Weston, to ^liss Ella B. Clark, who was born
near Weston in Wood County, where she was
well educated and was given a certificate to

teach. She is a daughter of Alvin and Har-
riet M. (Jeffrey) Clark, natives of New Y^ork

state, where Mr. Clark was born in 1804 and
his wife in 1815. As young people they went
with their parents to Seneca County, Ohio,

where they were married in the vicinity of

Tiffin, and after the birth of their first child,

in 1835, came across the country into Wood
County in ox-carts and located in Milton

Township. There they took up a whole sec-

tion of land from the United States Govern-

ment, a part of which is the tract upon w^hich

the city of Weston now stands, the Clarks
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being the original pioneers of this locality.

They built as their iirst home a small log

cabin, in the midst of a country where wild
game still abounded and where the Indians
were frequent visitoi's to their little home, al-

though for the most part the redmen were
peaceably inclined and friendly. It was
necessary that they go to either Grand Rapids
or Perry.'iburg for their sugar, other eatables

and milling products, and from the yarn
which thej' themselves spun the mother not
only made the hose and mittens for her own
family but for those of the neighboring
settlers as well. They lived to clear up their

land and develop a handsome and valuable

farm, and the log cabin was replaced by a

comfortable residence, surrounded by all the

conveniences and comforts of advanced civili-

zation. Here the father died September 25,

1872, as an old-school Presbyterian, and
the mother September 3, 1899, in the faith

of tlie Methodist Episcopal Churcli. He was
a republican, but not a politician, being con-

tent to devote himself to his agricultural

labors. Mr. and Mrs. Clark were the parents

of the following children : ]\Irs. Elizabeth At-

kins, who died leaving one son and one daugh-
ter; John E., who fought as a soldier of tlie

Union during the Civil war and died leaving

three children ; Emmeline, who died as Jlrs.

Byron Baldwin and left no issue; Anna A.,

who married George W. Pore and died four

years later, leaving no children; Daniel S.,

deceased, who liad one son and one daughter

;

and Ella B., now Mrs. Baggaley.

To Mr. and Mrs. Baggaley there was born

one daughter, Bertha C, who was educated

in the public schools and married Erwin M.
Worcester, who was born at Oberlin, Ohio, in

1871, and grew up and was educated in Mas-
sachusetts. He was of English stock, a son

of James and Harriet (McRobert) Worcester,

who came at an early day to Oberlin, Ohio,

and passed the rest of their lives in this state.

Mi-. Worcester dying when seventy-eight

years of age and his wife ten years younger.

Mr. Worcester is a successful dairyman of

Oberlin, Lorain County, and he and his wife

are members of the Congregational Church.

They have four living children: Marian E.,

class of 1918, Oberlin High School; Jladge

Elizabeth, thirteen years of age and in eighth

grade; Irene, eleven years old and in the

public schools; and Kenneth Edward, aged

five years.

IMrs. Baggaley still survives her husband

and resides in her attractive modem home of

nine rooms located at Locust and Clark
Streets, Weston, and furnished with taste and
discernment. Mrs. Baggaley is a cultured
lady of many attainments and who is well

known at Weston, where she has many friends,

particularly in the Methodist Church, where
she has been an active and helpful worker in

various movements, and in the Pythian Sis-

ters, where she passed through several of the

chairs.

Ger.\ld L. Good, proprietor of the only
automobile establishment at Arcadia, known
as tlie Good Garage, volunteered for service

in the war in Company D, Sixth Regiment,
Ohio Volunteers and is now (1917) stationed

at Youngstown, Ohio. He is a very enter-

prising young business man and a capable
machinist and mechanic.
He was born on his father's farm near Ar-

cadia in 1895, a son of O. V. and Sarah L.

(Narragang) Good. He lived at home, work-
ing on the farm in the summer and attending
the Arcadia public schools. After he was
twelve years of age he worked steadily on the

farm evei'v summer and also had considerable

experience as a steam traction eneineer. At
the age of sixteen he began to w(irk strndily

on the home place and at eiglitci'ii went to

Toledo and served ILj years ;is a inai-liiiiist

in the Nagel Machine Company. For the fol-

lowing two years he worked for an engineer-

ing contracting firm at Detroit and then for

seven months was employed at Findlay. He
then resinned his place on his father's farm,

but in December. 1916, invested his modest
capital and established the only garage in

Arcadia. He has modern equipment and is

rendering efficient service.

On March 25, 1915, Mr. Good married
Cynthia Cornelius, of Fostoria. Their happy
married life continued only six months, until

Mrs. Good passed away August 14, 1915. Po-

litically Mr. Good is a republican.

Judge Emmett L. S.\v.\ge, judge of the

Court of Common Pleas of Paulding County,
has been active in his profession as a lawyer
for twenty years. His life has been spent in

Paulding County and he represents one of the

old and prominent families of this section.

He was born in that county April 18, 1872,

a son of Wesley A. and Annie (Shafer) Sav-

age, the former a native of Defiance County
and the latter born near Monroeville, Indiana.

Wesley A. Savage, who died in Pauldinsr

County, had lived there since 1852. He and
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Thomas Emery, attorney, late of New York
City, were joint proprietors of a newspaper
at Paulding up to 1875. Most of his active

career was spent in merchandising. He was
a grocer, and afterwards for sixteen years

conducted a large hardware store at Paulding.

Through these various business enterprises

he made a more than ordinary success, and
is also widely known as a citizen, having the

complete confidence of the people with whom
his business transactions have been so long

and satisfactory. During President Cleve-

land's administration he served as postmaster

of Paulding from 1885 to 1889. Of the five

children four are still living, Judge Savage
being the oldest.

He acquired a liberal education, and as a

boy he assisted his father in the grocery .store,

but in 1889 entered Wooster College, grad-

uating with the class of 1893. He completed
his law course in Harvard University, receiv-

ing the degree LL.B. in 1894, and he began
active practice at Paulding in 1897.

Judge Savage served as prosecuting attor-

ney of Paulding County during 1913-14, and
he owes his present office as judge of the

Common Pleas Court to appointment from
Governor Cox. He has always been a stanch

democrat and liis administration of the ju-

dicial office has justified all the expectations

entertained by his large personal following.

Judge Savage is a member of the Phi Gamma
Delta college fraternity and is also a member
of the ]\Iasonic Order. On August 9, 1898,

he married iliss Sadie Campion, daughter of

Thomas J. Campion. Her parents were both

Scotch people.

Frank T. Campbell, present postmaster of

Marion, represents a family that has been
identified with this section of Northwest Ohio
for over eighty years. His grandfather,

Francis Campbell, of Scotch-Irish ancestry

and a native of County Donegal, Ireland,

came to the United States in 1828 and settled

in Marion County in 1834. He was here

among the pioneers and acquired a portion of

his land direct from the Government. He
developed a farm and died in Marion. Ohio,

in 1885.

Thomas H. Campbell, father of the post-

ma.ster. was bom and died in the same house
near Marion. His birth occurred June 16,

1842. and he died in May. 1910. He began
life in modest circumstances and as a farmer
and stock rai.ser made a success and at the

time of his death owned 224 acres of Marion

County land. He was a democrat in politics.

April 8, 1870, at Marion, Thomas H. Camp-
bell married Mary Walters. She was born at

Marion January 18, 1851, and is still living.

Her father, David Walters, was a native of

Wales and was also among the early settlers

of Marion County. Mrs. Campbell is the

mother of four children : Frank T. ; Fray
D., who lives at the old farm with her mother

;

James E., also on the old homestead ; and
Mary E., wife of Isaac Snyder, their home
being a mile east of Marion.
Frank T. Campbell was born at Marion

October 6, 1871, and spent his active younger
years on the farm. While growing up in the

country he attended the local schools and also

the city schools of Marion and afterwards the

Marion Business College. He became one of

the leading j'oung farmei-s in the county and
continued that vocation until 1913, since

which year he has lived in the City of Marion.

His appointment as po.stmaster was dated

September 8, 1913, and he has since given all

his time to the faithful and efficient discharge

of his responsibilities in that position.

ilr. Campbell married August 24, 1893,

Catherine S. Hoch. She was born at Prospect,

Ohio, and her father, Charles Hoch, was a

native of Germany and moved to Marion
County, Ohio, in the early '50s. He was a

farmer. Mr. and Mrs. Campbell have one

son, Carl T., born May 9, 1905, and now at-

tending the grammar schools in Marion. Mr.

and ilrs. Campbell are members of the Luth-

eran Church. He is a democrat in politics

and has wielded a strong influence in the

party in his home county for a number of

years. Fraternally he is affiliated with the

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and
Knights of Pythias.

John William Lewis Jr. is president and
general manager of The Lion Dry Goods
Company of Toledo, is president of The Fair

Store Company and vice president of The Mc- 1

Alpin Company, both of Cincinnati, and is

general supervisor of The Central District

Stores of the Mercantile Stores Corporation

of New York. His supervision extends to

Central District stores in five cities, including

The Lion Dry Goods Company of Toledo,

TBe McAlpiu Company and the Fair Stores

Company of Cincinnati, the J. Bacon & Sons

of Louisville, Kentucky, and the Root Dry
Goods Company at Terre Haute, Indiana, and
the Spring Dry Goods Company of Grand
Rapids, Michigan.
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It is superfluous, after reading over the
above, to say that Mr. Lewis is one of the
foremost merchants of the Middle West.
The responsibilities indicated would be a
heavy burden to any man.

It is well known that if a man desires to

live and handle a large weight at ease and
without strain it is necessary to begin practice

with smaller weights and keep it up persis-

tently day after day. In practicing with the

burdens of business responsibilities few men
have been more faithful, energetic and per-
sistent tlian John William Lewis Jr.

A fact that should be stated at the be-

ginning is that he is still a young man, though
old in business experience. He is now in his

thirty-seventh year. It is a far cry from his

present position to the humble employment
of his boyhood. When asked for informa-
tion as to the various incidents in his busi-

ness progress, Mr. Lewis replied that they
were too numerous to mention. However,
he did enumerate souie of the fii-st tasks to

which he applied himself and which vin-

doubtedly gave him the foundation of his

business training. These preliminary suc-

cessive experiences were recalled as follows:

selling newspapers, carrying telegrams, driv-

ing a grocery wagon, operating a hand press

in a brick yard, working in a steam laundry,
work in a clothing store, and work in a drj^

goods or department store. There are many
men who may be called self made, but few
might take more satisfaction in what they
have accomplished through their own unaided
efforts than John William Lewis Jr.

He was horn August 21, 1879, at Hopkins-
ville. Christian County, Kentucky. "While

experience and practice have undoubtedly
shaped and moulded his career toward suc-

cess Mr. Lewis finds occasion to render a

splendid tribute to his mother, who he says
was a genuine mother in the fullest sense

of that term, and undoubtedly he credits her
•with many of the influences which have
guided and benefited his own career. Her
maiden name was Lucy Donaldson, and she

died at Louisville, Kentucky, Deeemlier 9,

1914. His father is the Rev. John William
Lewis, who will soon complete his fiftieth

year in the ministry of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church South. In the early days he
was an itinerant Methodist preacher, was sev-

eral times a member of the General Con-
ference of his branch of Methodism and was
twice a delegate to the Ecumenical Con-
ference.

John William Lewis Jr. attended public
schools in the various places where his
father was minister and his education, so far
as books and schools were concerned, came to

a close when he was fourteen. Needless to
say he is not a college man and does not
boast of a college degree. By hard work, by
the application of honesty to his conduct he
made himself fit for increased responsibility
with increasing years and when he came to

Toledo October 7, 1904, it was to assume the
position of vice-president and general man-
ager of The Lion Dry Goods Company. Then
in 1908 he was made president and general
manager, and is now busied with the tre-

mendous i-esponsibilities of the numerous
companies and establishments above men-
tioned. In fact, he spends more than two-
thirds of his time outside of Toledo looking
after the stores in other cities.

For four terms ilr. Lewis wa.s president of
the Retail Merchants Board of the Toledo
Commerce Club. He is a trustee of the
Young Men's Christian Association of Toledo,
is a member of the Toledo Club, the Inver-
ness Club and the Toledo Yacht Club, and
with all his business cares he finds time for
active membership in St. Paul's Methodist
Episcopal Church, in which he is a steward.
On October 10, 1910, at Covington. Ken-

tucky, Mr. Lewis married Miss Laura Fran-
ces Bowe, who was bom and educated in
Toledo, a daughter of Mrs. A. M. Bowe of
that eity. They have one' daughter, Laura
Lucile Lewis, who was born at Toledo.

Nathan D. Patterson. The residence of
Nathan D. Patterson in Wood County has
covered a period of sixty-five years, with the
exception of the three years which he spent
as a soldier of the Union during the Civil

war. In this long period he has been engaged
principally in successful stockraising and
general farming operations, and his career
has been crowned by the kind of success that
is given only to those who have led lives of
industry and integrity. During the past
twenty years Mr. Patterson has made his

home at Weston, where he is highly regarded
as a substantial, useful and public-spirited
citizen.

Nathan D. Patterson was born in Chautau-
qua County, New York, September 4, 1838,
and is of Scotch descent, a son of Nathan
D. and Polly (Judd) Patterson, natives of
Canada. After their marriage Mr. Patter-
son's parents came to the United States and
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settled in Chautauqua County, New York,
where, on a farm, were boru the following

children : Mary M., of Mill Grove, Ohio,

widow of Andrew Hall, who has two chil-

dren ; Wilbur P. and Sarah, who are both
married and have families ; William and Wil-
son, twins, the former of whom was killed

accidentally in a horse race, and left a small

family, and the latter also deceased, leaving

several children ; Nathan D. ; Sarah, who died

after marriage, leaving no children. In 1841
the parents, with the above children, came to

Lorain County, Ohio, where Mr. Patterson

secured plenty of work at his trade, that of

cabinet making, principally in the manufac-
ture of chairs for the early settlers, but later

removed to Perry Township, Wood County,
locating on a farm among the pioneers of

1852. There they took up an unimproved
farm, which they succeeded in developing in-

to a valuable property, and on this land the

worthy couple completed their lives, the father

dying at the age of sixty-seven and the mother
when seventy years old. Jlr. Patterson was
a good citizen of his community and a sturdy
republican. He contented himself with his

activities as a farmer and did not seek public

office, but belonged to the class of men who
have done so much to develop this section's

resources and forward the advancement of its

institutions.

Nathan D. Patterson, the younger, was a

child of three years when the family came
to Ohio and the greater part of his education
was secured in the country schools of Lorain
County, although he came of age in Wood
County. Here, in September, 1861, he en-

listed for service for three years during the

Civil war in Company B, Fifty-fifth Regi-

ment, Ohio Volunteers Infantry, Colonel J.

C. Lee commanding, and went to the front

with these organizations, participating in

many hard-fought engagements. Among
these was the spirited and bloody battle of

Chaneellor.sville, where his captain, Sautter,

was killed, and where Mr. Patterson himself
sustained a wound. For a time he was con-

nected with the Veteran Reserve Corps at

Washington, D. C, but at the end of his en-

listment, in September, 1864, was honorably
discharged and returned to Wood County.
Here he followed the trade of carpenter, a
vocation which he had learned in his youth,
but after his marriage, in 1867, settled on a
farm of 125 acres in Plain Township, which
he developed into one of the most productive
tracts in the localitv. There he resided until

1897, when he sold his farm and came to

Weston, where he now makes his home, having
several valuable lots here.

Mr. Patterson was married April 26, 1866,
in Perry Township, Wood County, to Mary
Eleanor Stearnes, who was boru in Mont-
gomery Township, AVood County, May 23,

1844, and there reared and educated. She
is a daughter of Justice and Eliza (Cross)

Stearnes, the former born in Northwest Penn-
sylvania and the latter in Canada, and they
were married in Wood Coimty, where the
mother died in 1850, when in middle life.

Later Mr. Stearnes married for his second
wife Mary Hall, and they became farmers
in Plain Township in Jlay, 1887. Mr.
Stearnes, who . married four times and had
children by three of his wives, died at Bowl-
ing Green, aged seventy-eight years, two
months. Mr. and Mrs. Patterson have had
the following children : Anna, who is the

wife of A. U. Porter, a farmer of Milton
Township, and has two children : Cyril and
Kenneth; Charles, a farmer of Weston, who
married Lucy Aller, and has three children

:

Wayne, Raymond and Harold ; Blanche, who
married Samuel Schwartz, of Jerry City,

Ohio, and has five children: Mary, Lester,

Lee, Wilbur and Nathan; and Wilbur, who
is a factory worker of Fremont, married Flor-

ence Meyers.
Mr. Patterson has never forgotten his com-

rades who wore the blue uniform, and be-

longs to Niebling Post, Grand Arm.y of the

Republic, of which he was twice commander.
With his wife, he belongs to the Christian

Church. He has served as trustee of his

township two terms, and has always voted

the republican ticket. Both he and his wife

are held in the warmest regard by their neigh-

bors and friends, and are profoundly re-

spected by a wide circle of acquaintances.

John G. H. Stein. "When the lives of men
who have met with success in their under-

takings in any community are traced it will

be found that each possesses in common some
traits and qualities, among which are included

perseverance, industry and determination. To
these, as in the case of John G. H. Stein,

president of the Pemberville Savings Bank
and proprietor of a private bank at Stony

Ridge, also in Wood County, are generally

added sound judgment, unswerving integrity

and a thorough appreciation of responsibility,

these all combining to form a man of force,

usefulness and capacity for undoubted
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acliievement. Pemberville is fortunate in

having such a man in its midst, and doubly
so in the fact that the finances of so important
an institution as the one of which he is the
head are in the hands of so capable a man.

John G. H. Stein was born on a farm in

Freedom Township, Wood County, near Pem-
berville, Ohio, June 13, 1881, and is a sou of

Herman H. and Sophia (Kieueker) Stein.

His grandfather was Gearhard Stein, who was
born, reared and educated in Hanover, Ger-
many, where he met and married a young
woman who was a native of the same locality,

and, after the birth of four sons, Henry,
William, Fred and Herman H., came to the

United States. Leaving their native land

just before the outbreak of the Civil war,
they took passage on a sailing vessel from
Hamburg, which had a stormy trip consum-
ing six weeks, but finally made port at New
York, from whence the family came to Ohio
and settled on a new farm in the vicinity

of Pemberville, Wood County. There the

grandparents rounded out long and useful

lives as industrious agriculturists and faith-

ful members of the Lutheran Church. Sev-

eral years after their arrival, in the latter

part of 1863, Henry Stein, the eldest son, en-

listed as a private in the Twenty-first Regi-

ment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He suffered

a sunstroke not long after joining, Init con-

tinued to be with his regiment until the close

of the Civil war and took part in its many
engagements, conducting himself with signal

bravery and fidelity. He died in the sumqier
of 1917, in Colorado, leaving a widow and
family. William, the second son, died in

November, 1916, as a Wood County farmer,

and he and his wife, who is also deceased,

had three children. Fred, the third in order

of birth, is now a retired farmer of Postoria,

Ohio, and has a family. Herman H. Stein

was the fourth in order of birth, and the

others, born in Wood County, Ohio, were;
Elizabeth ("Lizzie"), who is the wife of

Henry Bowman, of the Lake Shore Railroad,

resides at Millbury, Ohio, and has children;

Angust, a resident of Wood County, who is

a widower with a son and a daughter; and
Anna, who is the wife of Henry Baker, a

farmer of Sandusky County, Ohio, and has

two sons and one daughter.
Herman H. Stein, father of John G. H.

Stein, was born in Hanover, Germany, No-
vember 14, 1853, and was still a lad when
brought to the United States. He grew up
on a farm in Wood County, where he attended

the public schools, and throughout his life

has lieen engaged in the pursuits of the farm.
In ailditidii Id yvncriil aurii'ultural operations
he ciiua^vs cxtciisiNily ill the I'aisiug of live-

stork, |)iii-iiculaily oi hdi'scs of a high grade^
and continues to be actively identified with
Ills business at a time when many men have
outgr(nvn their usefulness and agility. He is

prominent in liis community as a substantial
citizen who stands for the best principles of
agriculture and for high standards of busi-

ness, and in the discharge of his duties as a
citizen has always endeavored to give his

community his best services, ilr. Stein w'as

married in Wood County to Sophia Kieueker,
who was born in this county in 1858, and
here reared and educated. She is a daughter
of Henry and Mary (Hodlebrink) Kieneker.
natives of Germany, who came to the United
States as young people and met and w-ere

married in Wood County. They passed the

rest of their lives here as farmers and stock-

raisers, and were faithful members of the

Lutheran Church. They had a large family
and their descendants are to be found in var-

ious parts of Wood County and representa-

tive of honorable citizenship.

John G. H. Stein is the only child of his

parents. His father was married a second
time, to Anna Krieger, who died leaving seven
children: Fred, Sophia, August, and Maria,
all married; and Carrie, Edith and Lydia,
single, the last-named of whom is a teacher

in the public schools of Wood County. For
his third wife Herman H. Stein married Mrs.
John Hagemeyer, and they have no children.

All the members of this family belong to the

Lutheran Church. Mr. Stein is a democrat.

The education of John G. H. Stein was
commenced in the country schools of Free-

dom Township and completed at the Davis
Business College of Toledo, and until he was
twenty-seven years of age he gave his services

to his father on the home farm. At that

time he began his experiences in the banking
line, and three years later became the founder

of a private bank at Stony Ridge, a commmiity
in Wood County, ten miles from Pemberville.

He is still the owner of that bank, which has

a capital of $5,000, acting in the capacity

of president, with A. E. Herkman as cashier.

This bank is in excellent condition, and the

fact that it has in the neighborhood of $100,-

000 in deposits is indicative of the amount
of business done as well as of the young presi-

dent's ability and the confidence in which he

is held. Mr. Stein had come to Pemberville
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in March, 1908, and here assisted in the found-

ing of the Pemberville Savings Bank, which
was capitalized at $25,000, with himself as

president, a position which he has held since

that time. The first vice president is W. H.
Siek, and the second vice president, Fred
Beeker. C. Dewyer, now engaged as a real

estate operator at Pemberville, was cashier

until 1913, when he was succeeded by H. C.

Hohls, a young man of superior ability as

a banker and of a likable personality. On
July 24, 1917, near Port Clinton, Mr. Hohls
was of a party of six who were killed out-

right in a collision between an automobile and
a train. L. H. Kohring succeeded Mr. Hohls
in the cashiership, he having formerh' been

assistant cashier. The Pembei-ville Savings

Bank is located in the midst of a rich and
prosperous farming community, and is a live

institution, with its specially built banking
house situated on Front Street. Its directors

are: William Dierksheide, Henry Nieman,
A. E. Heckman, L. D. Mercer, J. G. H. Stein

and Herman Heckman. It now has resources

of more than $368,000, as shown in a con-

densed statement as to its condition, issued

at the close of business March 5, 1917 : Re-
sources: Loans on Real Estate, $28,005.99;

Loans on Collateral, $3,870.85; Other Loans
and Discounts, $144,186.35; Overdrafts,

$118.95 ; State, County and Municipal Bonds,
not included in Reserve, $83,242.68 ; Furniture
and Fixtures, $1,100.00; Cash Items, $2,-

000.00; Items in Transit, $5,468.10; Expenses,

Interest and Taxes Paid, $2,666.64; and Cash
in Vaults and Other Banks, $98,225.09.

Liabilities, Capital Stock Paid In, $12,500.00

;

Surplus Fund, .$2,200.00; Undivided Profits,

$2,604.37; Cash Over, $10.77; and Deposits,

$427,000. The Pemberville Savings Bank has

its deposits insured by The American Guar-
anty Company, of Columbus, Ohio, which has

•issued a bond to this bank, guaranteeing to

each depositor the retui'u of his money. This

company is incorporated under the stringent

insurance laws of Ohio, and must have on
deposit at all times with the State Treasurer
of Ohio a reserve fund as required by law,

to protect the bond issued to this bank. The
Surety Company is not only examined by
the examiner of the state in which it is char-

tered, but is also subject to examination by
every state in which it does business. During
the decade of years that Mr. Stein has figured

prominently in financial matters of Wood
County he has proven his ability as a banker
and his worth as a man. Upon no other class

do the responsibilities of a community rest

as heavily as they do upon the shoulders of the
men in whose capable hands lie the reins of
finance. As the banks of a community are,

so is the community itself—so does it prosper
or so does it sink into decay. The very life

of the country depends upon the strength
and probity of those who control the financial

institutions of the laud. Every man is not
fitted by nature and training to assume the
duties pertaining to a banking career, so that

it is a self evident fact that when a man makes
a success in this kind of work he must be

possessed of unusual abilitj' and strict probity
of character.

Mr. Stein married in Wood County Miss
Anna M. Heckman, who was born and edu-

cated in this county. She is of German an-

eestrj^, being a daughter of Hei'man and Jlary

(Blasey) Heckman, the former born in Ohio
and the latter in Germany. She came to this

country in young girlhood, and after their

marriage ilr. and Mrs. Heckman settled down
on a farm in Wood County, where they still

reside, being highly esteemed people of Free-

dom Township, the owners of a valuable farm,

and faithful members of the Lutheran Church.

Mr. Heckman is a democrat. Mr. and Mrs.

Stein are the parents of two children : Leon-

ard H., who is in the eighth grade of the

public schools at Pemberville; and Laurene
]Maria, who is four years old. The family

holds membership in the Lutheran Church.

Politically a leading democrat of his locality,

Mr. Stein has served as a member of the city

council for some years.

Frank L. ]Moyer, veterinary surgeon, is one

of the leaders in his profession in Northwest

Ohio and practices over an area of four

counties around Carey, which is his home.

Doctor Mo^-er was bom on a farm at Lovell

in Wyandot County, Ohio, March 26, 1883, a

son of Cornelius and Emma (Walborn)
IMoyer. He is of German ancestry on both

sides and all the generations have furnished

farmers in the main. The iloyer family on

coming from Germany first settled in Penn-

sylvania. In 1865 they came to Bueyrus,

Ohio, and two years later located in Crawford
Township of Wyandot County, where they

cleared their ovm land and developed a home.

Cornelius Moyer's brother ]\Iartin, who is now
ninety-four years of age, was a soldier in the

Civil war. Cornelius Mover and wife are still

living, being retired at Carey.

Doctor Mover attended the district schools
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in Crawford Township, and at the age of

fourteen entered the Carey High School,

where he silent two years. He graduated in

the normal course and received a certificate

but never taught. From an early age he
worked on the home farm and after leaving

school he spent hve yeai's as a practical farmer.
He was fond of animals and while on the

farm made considerable study along the Hues
of practical veterinary surgery, and in 1905
entered the State University, where he pur-
sued the veterinary course and received his

certificate in 1908. Since then he has prac-

ticed his professiou with home and office at

Carey. The four counties embraced in his

professional territory are Hancock, Hardin,
Seneca and "Wyandot. Doctor Moyer is also

a stockholder in the Fi.sher-Fitzgerald Serum
Company at Reynoldsburg, Ohio.

Doctor iloyer is a democrat and a member
of the English Lutheran Church. On August
8, 1910, he married iliss Daisy Ryder, daugh-
ter of Aaron aud Barbara (Mus.selman)

Ryder, of Carej-. They have two children

:

Maurine Y., bom April 26, 1913 ; and Blaine
Darrell, born April 13, 1917. ilr. Jloyer is a

member of Justice Lodge No. 393. Kniglits of

Pythias, of Carey, Ohio.

John Dickinson Rhoades Lamson was
born in Elbridae. New York. June 23, 1859,

and died in Toledo, Ohio, July 22, 1915, and
was past fifty-six years of age at the time of

his death. All his active career was spent
in merchandising for which he had manifest
inclinations and talent from youth up. He
learned the business in his native town, from
there went to Syracuse, New York, and
gained wider experience as an employe in

one of the city's largest retail establishments.

In 1885 he came to Toledo to join his brother

Julius G. Lamson and with him engaged in

the dry goods business under the firra-name

of Lamson Brothers. In 1889, Mr. C. E. B.

Lamson, who had formerly lived in Toledo

and had a large acquaintance there, came
from Columbus, Ohio, and joined the firm. In

1905 the firm was incorporated as The Lamson
Brothers Company. Jlr. Lamson had been
vice-president of this company from its in-

corporation in 1905 until his death. He was
also at the time of his death vice-president

and a director of The Commercial Savings
Bank and Trust Company of Toledo.

For a number of years he served as presi-

dent and director of the Young Men's
Christian Association, and for one term was

president of the Toledo Baptist Union. He
was a prominent member of the Ashland
Avenue Baptist Church and for several years
served as superintendent of its Sunday
School. He was a member of Sanford L.
Collins Lodge, Free aud Accepted Masons,
and of St. Omar Commaudery No. 57, Knight
Templars, and also belonged to the National
Laiion and the Royal Arcanum.
Of his father's family there survives two

older brothers, Julius G. Lamson and C. E. B.
Lamson, with whom he was associated in busi-
ness at Toledo, and one sister, Miss Mary A.
of Toledo, ilrs. Lamson, his widow, survives
aud also a daughter and three sons : jMrs.

M. S. Ramsayer; Charles M., of Grand
Rapids, Ohio; Robert J., of Perrysburg,
Ohio; and Harold E., of Toledo, Ohio. There
are also five grandchildren.
The Lamson Dry Goods Store at Toledo,

in the upbuilding of which Mr. Lamson
played so important a part, is noteworthy not
only for its size and completeness, but also

for certain characteristics of its inner work-
ings and life. It has frequently been pointed
out as a model for the high standard prevail-
ing among the employees and for the general
consideration paid to all employees. Prac-
tically all of the about three hundred
seventy-five regular employees of this con-
cern have devoted years of faithful service
to the company and have assumed more than
temporary interest in the business because
of as.surance of continued employment. It

was because these employees all felt a per-
sonal interest in Mr. Lamson and on account
of his extensive relation with the city's busi-

ness and civic life that the family yielded to

the public regard and allowed the funeral to
be conducted as a public ceremony.

Lank M. Smith. One of the best known
newspaper men of Crawford Count.y, Ohio,
is Lank M. Smith, principal owner and di-

rector of the Bucyrus Publishing Company
and an active leader in the democratic party
in this section. He has been a resident of
Bucyrus since 1898 and since then has been
particularly interested in what is now one of
the leading journals here and the party organ
in the county, issued under the name of the
News-Forum.
Lank M. Smith was born in Lykens Town-

ship, Crawford County, Ohio, September 1,

1868, and is a son of Frederick and Lucy Ann
(Shupp) Smith. Frederick Smith was born
in Saxony, Germanv, and after coming to the
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United States lived for a time at Columbus,

Ohio, and in 1840 came to Crawford County.

He did contract work on the old National

Turnpike and afterward purchased a section

of land in Lykens Township, all of which,

through his efforts, was brought under a high

state of cultivation. He was twice married,

his first wife bearing the name of Christina

Tipman, who was a native of Saxony, Ger-

many, and died in 1846. She left four chil-

dren, namely : Louis F., who, during life,

served as justice of the peace and notai-y pub-

lic ; John F., who M-as a farmer in Lykens
Township; Adolph G., who was a contractor

and lived at Aurora, Illinois; and Clara, who
is the widow of Joseph Laipply, of Bucyrus.

The second marriage of Frederick Smith was

to Lucy Ann Shupp, a daughter of ^Michael

Shupp, who was a pioneer from Pennsylvania

to Crawford County. She was born June 3,

1830, and died in' 1891, the mother of the

following children : Cornelius, who is a resi-

dent of Bucyrus; ^Matilda, who is deceased;

Catherine, who married Jacob ^leck, of

Holmes Township: Frederick, who is a busi-

ness man of Bucyrus ; Henry, who is a farmer

in Holmes Township ; Lucy Ann, who is de-

ceased ; Jefferson I. ; Emma J., who married
Abraham Scheifer, of Lykens Township ;

Lank I\I. ; and Sarepta, who is the wife of
C. H. Flickinger, of Holmes Township. The
father of the above family was a man of

prominence in Crawford County, served as

town clerk for a number of years, was a mem-
ber of the school board and belonged to the

Grange, and was a justice of the peace con-

tinuously from 1862 until his death, December
31, 1877, when aged sixty-one years.

Lank M. Smith spent his early life on the

home farm and attended the district schools

and probably until he was nine years old had
never passed an unquiet moment. But the

death of one's father makes a great deal of

difference, and in a few years after that, when
. sixteen, he began life on his own responsi-

bility. His bi'other was a country merchant
and he assisted in the store for a time and
then determined to re-enter school and later

attended the Bucyrus High School and also a

business college at Mansfield and following his

graduation was connected with business

houses until 1891, when he bought an interest

in the New "Washington Herald, and while

there assisted his brother, who was deputy
county auditor.

In 1898 Mr. Smith came to Bucyrus and as

a business proposition, bought an interest in

the Crawford County News. He had pre-

viously proved his business ability and became
business manager of this enterprise and
brought it to so much prosperity that the old
party organ, the Forum, consented to consoli-

date with them (daily and semi-weekly edi-

tions) and the consolidation resulted in the

News-Forum. ^Iv. Smith brought about
many changes and reforms and brought the
business into the field of modern newspaper
making. In 1912 the company installed a

Goss Comet Perfecting press. The policy of

the paper was also changed, party bitterness

and acrimonious discussion being eliminated,

and more popularity and support has come
because of this change.

Mr. Smith, as mentioned above, is a leading
factor in democratic circles and has served
his party in numerous capacities. For a num-
ber of terms he was chairman of the demo-
cratic executive committee, was a member of

the demo^satic state executive committee one
term, and in 1908 was appointed a member
of the Ohio Board of Penitentiary ilauagei-s

by Gov. A. L. Harris, where his business abil-

ity was used to the advantage of that institu-

tion. Locally he has always been public

spirited.

Mr. Smith was married in March, 1892, at

New Washington, Ohio, to Miss Bessie

Sexauer, a daughter of Frederick and ^Mary
(Zeigler) Sexauer, both of whom were born
at Baden, Germany, and came to the United
States in 1827, They located at Sulphur
Springs, Crawford County, and there Mr.
Sexauer died, his widow subsequently marry-
ing J. G. Kinninger, who, with his stepson,

C. F. Sexauer, conducted a carriage shop
there for many years. The maternal grand-
father of ]Mrs. Smith was Dr. G. L. Zeigler,

one of the pioneer physicians in Ohio. j\Irs.

Smith died May 12, 1917. She was a member
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in which
Mr. Smith was also reared. There were no
children born of this marriage. Fraternallj*

!Mr. Smith is identified with the Elks and the

Knights of Pj'thias. He is a man of character

and a truly representative business man of

this city.

Henry Nieman. Among the business

houses of Wood County which have been in

existence for many years and which, through

the honorable policy of their proprietors, have
attained success and reputation, is that of

Henry Nieman, well known in furniture and
undertaking circles. Established at Pember-
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ville in August, 1892, duriug the quarter of a
century of its life this house has maintained a
high reputation in business circles, and its

proprietor at the same time has shown his

worth to the community as a citizen. Mr.
Nieman was born at Toledo, Ohio, October 17,

1867, and is a son of Louis and Louisa
(Meyers) Nieman.
The paternal and maternal grandparents of

Henrj' Nieman were born in Germany and
both faiuilies located as pioneers in Wood-
ville Township, Wood County, where tlieir

first homes were built in primitive style, with-

out the use of nails and included only the
absolute necessities. From the wilds they saw
the country develop, and with the pa.ssing of
the years their resources increased and they
were able to secure some of the comforts of

life, although the paternal grandparents of

Mr. Nieman, John Nieman and his wife, did
not live long after coming to this country
djing in middle life. Louis Nieman gi-ew up
in Woodville Township, in a good Lutheran
home, and was reared as a farmer boy, farm-
ing being his vocation for some years. Later
he moved to the Village of Woodville, where
he bought an interest in the furniture and
undertaking business of M. C. Veh, who was
his partner for several years but eventually

sold out to Mr. Nieman, who conducted the

business successfully until his death, August
2, 1903. Louis Nieman was a man of unas-
suming manner, and won and retained friends.

His sterling honesty and rigid uprightness

of purpose made him trusted by all who knew
him, and his keen business sense rendered

him valuable in any line in which he chose

to direct his efforts. He married Louisa
Meyers, a native of the same locality as her

husband and a daughter of John G. and Cath-

erine (Klein) Meyers, natives of Germany,
who were married in Hanover. From their

native land they came to the United States in

a sailing vessel, and after a long and perilous

voyage reached port at New York, from
whence they migrated as pioneers to Ohio and
made their first home in the wilds. The father

lived to accumulate and enjoy a substantial

competence and passed away when seventy-

two years, in the faith of the Lutheran

Church, of which Mrs. Meyers, who died at

the age of past eighty, was also a member.
Like the Nieman family, the Meyers were

democrats. Loui.se (Meyers) Nieman, the

mother of Henry Nieman, died in Woodville

in 1911, being about sixty-seven or sixty-

eight years of age. She was a devout mem-

ber of the Lutheran Church who lived her
faith eveiy day, and a woman of many fine

qualities of character, a faithful wife and a
devoted mother. There were two sons in the
family : Henry ; and Charles, deceased, whose
widow and daughter, Helen, now live at Wood-
ville.

Henry Nieman was still a small boy when
his parents removed from the City of Toledo
to their farm in Woodville Township, San-
dusky County, and spent some years on the
farm, learning the business of agriculture and
attending the district schools. Farming, how-
ever, was not destined to be his vocation in

life, for when he was still a young man the
family left the farm, and Henry Nieman and
his brother Charles came to Pemberville, where
they engaged in a furniture and undertaking
business. They remained together until 1903,
when Charles went to Woodville to take
charge of the business left without a head
by their father's death, and when Charles
died, in 1909, Henry Nieman became sole

owner of the business at Woodville. In the
meantime the enterprise that had been founded
at Pemberville, in August, 1892, had grown
to large proportions, and today is accounted
one of the leading establishments of the city.

Mr. Nieman has a large store room, twenty-
four by seventy feet, using two stories of the

building, and here carries a complete line of

the most up-to-date furniture, including the

most artistic designs and a wide range in

price, material and variety' In addition he
has his store arranged in an attractive way,
with modern fittings. The undertaking de-

partment includes the latest burial supplies

known to the business, with every facility for

the proper and reverent handling of the dead,

and during the last two years Mr. Nieman
has used an automobile funeral car.

Mr. Nieman married Miss Mary Schiller,

who was born at Aurora, Indiana, of Ger-

man parentage. Pier father, George Schiller,

died at Aurora when past seventy years of

age. a Lutheran and a democrat. Mrs. Schil-

lei*, who was formerly Margaret Mohrmiller,

is still living at the age of eighty-nine years,

making her home with her son-in-law, Mr.
Nieman. She is still active in body and alert

in mind and takes a keen interest in all that

goes on about her and particularly in the

movements and work of the Lutheran Church.

Mrs. Nieman died February 2.5, 1913, the

mother of the following eliildren : Clarence,

who. like the other children, was given a good

education, is single, and now conducting his
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father's business at Woodville; Louisa and

Esther, graduates of Pemberville High School

and residing with their father; Luther, six-

teen years old and attending- the Woodville

Normal School; and ilary E., aged seven

years. Jlr. Nieman married for his second

wife Elizabeth Schiller, a sister of his first

wife. The family belongs to the German
Lutheran Church^ in which Mr. Nieman is

an elder. He is in politics a democrat, has

served one term as a member of the city coun-

cil, and in various ways has contributed to

his community's growth and welfare.

William Jones is a prominent old time

farmer and veteran Union soldier of Swanton
Township in Lucas County. He is now re-

tired from the active responsibilities of farm

life and is living on his old homestead with

his children grouped community like around

him on adjoining farms. His home is a mile

and a half east of Swanton Village.

A native of England, William Jones was

born at Shrewsbury in 1844, a^on of Henry
and Elizabeth (Lloyd) Jones. The family

came to the United States in 1845. Henry
Jones was head miller for the big milling firm

of Forsythe, operating several big mills at

Maumee and other places. Henry Jones died

about 1856 and his widow survived until 1906,

when she was eighty-five years of age. Wil-

liam Jones has one brother, Henry, who is

living in Seattle, Washington. After the

death of the father the mother married

George Allen, a pioneer settler of Monelova,

Ohio.

William Jones was reared on the old Allen

farm at Monelova and was still a boy when
the war broke out between the North and the

South and he answered the call of anns. In

1862 he enlisted in Company K of the One
Hundred and Eleventh Ohio Volunteer In-

fantrv and was with the Army of Ohio until

the close of hostilities. Among other battles

he participated in the siege of Knoxville and
was also at the battle of Franklin, Tennessee,

toward the close of the war.

On receiving his honorable discharge from
the army he returned to ilonclova and re-

mained on the farm there until 1888. "Sir.

Jones then bought a place of his own com-

prising 161 acres in Swanton Township. That
has been +he scene of his energetic efforts and
successful management down to the present

time. He compounded his success by invest-

ing in additional lands and now he owns
aboiit 340 acres. Since 1908 he has been re-

tired and has rented his farm. Mr. Jones is

a republican without any aspirations for local

office.

He married Telenah R. Barton, a daughter
of John Barton, of Cambridge, Guernsey
County, Ohio. Mrs. Jones is now deceased.

The son, George A., also deceased, was an
express messenger on the Clover Leaf Rail-

road. He married Mary Murray, but left no
children. Lloyd is a farmer in Swanton
Township. He married Millie Scott and has
a son, Ralph. Wilbur is also a Swanton
Township farmer. He married Bertha Sny-
der. Lizzie Jlay is still living at home with
her father. Elwood is a rural mail carrier

and owns a farm in Swanton Township. He
married Doris Harris and is the father of a

son named Harris E. Jessie is the wife of

George G. Fetterman, who is a rural mail

carrier and lives on a farm adjoining Mr.
Jones. They have three children : Norma,
Lena and Barton.

Mr. Jones is an honored member of the

Grand Army of the Republic. Fraternally

he is affiliated with Northern Light Lodge of

Masons at Maumee.

Cl.vudb R. Williams. Biography relates

countless instances of men who have attained

more than the usual measure of success, who,

beginning at the bottom of life's ladder, have
worked themselves to the top without outside

assistance. Such men possess certain peculiar

qualities, and, in order to have accomplished

what they have, it has been necessary for

them to be self reliant, capable, honorable

and energetic. Through patient utilization

of whatever opportunities have come their

way these men of all climes and ages have

distanced their associates and become leaders

instead of workers in the ranks of the indus-

trial army. Northwest Ohio has for many
years been the field of operation of many
aggressively successful men, and one who es-

sentially belongs to this class, as a representa-

tive of" the smaller cities, is Claude R. Wil-

liams, general merchant, oil operator and

good citizen of Pemberville.

Claude R. Williams was born in Eastern

Ohio, September 13, 1876, but was reared in

Western Pennsylvania, whence he was taken

as a lad by his parents, Samuel and Elma E.

(Ross) Williams. The family is an old one

in Mercer County, Pennsylvania, where Sam-

uel Williams was born in January, 1834. He
was reared in that community and became a

pioneer oil man, being identified with the
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opening of the second oil well sunk in the
Pennsylvania Held. Later he removed to Ash-
tabula County, Ohio, and for some years en-

gaged in farming, which he also followed to

some extent after his return to his native
state. Mr. AVilliams had the oil in his blood,

however, and ou his return to Ohio, in 1892,
at once re-entered that business at Pember-
ville, sinking wells and producing oil as long
as lie was able, and only retiring when he had
long pa.ssed man's allotted three score and
ten years. His death occurred at Hart, Mich-
igan, September 13, 1913, and his widow,
whom he married in iMercer Count}', Penn-
sylvania, lives in Illinois, and is seventy-eight

years of age and still bright and alert in mind,
althougli somewhat impaired as to bodily

energy by the weight of her years. She is

a faithful niember of the ilethodist Church.
Her husband was a Presbyterian and was a

republican in his political alliance. Of their

eight sons, seven are living and the heads of

families, and Claude R. is the next to the

last in order of birth.

Claude R. Williams was educated in the

public schools of Western Pennsylvania, and
was a lad of tifteen years when he came back
to Ohio with his parents and settled in the

locality of Pemberville. Here, with liis father,

he became interested in the oil fields, and
from that day to this he has been connected
in one or another way in the industr.y. For
a number of years he followed this kind of

work in Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, and at this

time is a producer in the North Lima field,

where he has a valuable and paying propei'ty.

About the year 1907 Mr. Williams settled

permanently at Pemberville, where he formed
a partnership with Fred H. Tanlker, under
the style of Tanlker & Williams, proprietors

of a general store business which had been

founded here tliirty years before. This part-

nerslrip continued until Mr. Taulker left the

concern to engage in a garage and automobile

business, at which time Mr. Williams took

over the entire enterprise. He has a large

store, thirty-two by eighty feet, with a com-

modious warehouse in the rear, free from the

main building, and carries a full line of dry
goods, groceries, boots and shoes, notions, and
other articles to be found in a first-class store

of this nature in the smaller cities. He is

also an extensive buyer of wool and clover

seed. Through honorable business methods

he has attracted and held a large village and
country trade, which is increasing annually

under his excellent management. Aggressive

methods, keen insight into commercial condi-

tions, and a thorough and far-reaching ap-
preciation of the needs of the trade are
characteristics which have developed Mr. Wil-
liams into a successful factor in the business
life of his community. He has worked hard
for his success and deserves it in eveiy way,
and in its gaining has done nothing to put a
blemish upon a clean record of trausactious.

JMr. Williams married at Pemberville Miss
Edith Stamman, who was born at Toledo,
Ohio, Sc|)tciiil)er 3, 1875, a daughter of na-
tives (if ficiiiiaiiy, both of whom died when
past sixty ycirs of age, in the faith of the

Lutlieran Cliunh. ;\li's. Williams was reared

at Pemberville. wliriv slie attended the graded
and high scIhmiIs, and is a lady of education,

culture and refinement, and popular in the

community of her home. Mr. and ^Irs. Wil-
liams are members of the Presbyterian
Church, in which both have been active, Mr.
Williams having been a trustee for many
years, and now a teacher in and assistant

superintendent of the Sunday School. Both
are also members of the choir. He is a re-

publican in politics and is prominent in fra-

ternal life. He is a member of De Molai Tent
No. 211, Knights of the Maccabees; a member
of Pemberville Lodge No. 516, Free and
Accepted Masons; Bowling Green Chapter
No. 157, Royal Arch Masons; Fostoria Coun-
cil, Royal and Select ^Masters, No. 90; and
Toledo Commandery No. 7, Knight Templars.
He is a Scottish Rite IMason, belonging to

Toledo Consistory, thirty-second degree and
a member of Barton Smith .Jubilee Class. He
has held the various ofticcs in his lodge and
is very popular with his IVIIo\v-meml)ers. He
is vice president of the Pemberville Commer-
cial Club and is a member of the Board of

Health.

Charles F. D.vniel, ;\I. D., is a successful

medical practitioner in Tiffin, specializing in

surgery, for which he has shown great skill

and talent. He has formed many useful and
influential associations both in and outside of

liis profession, and is one of the well known
citizens of Seneca County.

His birth occurred in Seneca County, Janu-
ary 12, 1880. His parents, Valentine and
Margaret (IMiller) Daniel, were both born in

Germany. Valentine Daniel was born in 1834,

came to America in 1853, working as a day
laborer for several years at Sandusky, and
afterwards from the accumiilations of his

tlirift, bought a farm in Seneca County. He
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spent his last few years retired in Tiffin,

where he died in 1910. He was a democrat
and filled various township ofiBces and he and
his family were members of the Catholic

Church. His wife, Margaret Miller, was born
in 1840 and is still living at Tiffin. They were
married in Sandusky, Erie County, Ohio. Of
their twelve children ten are living and Doctor
Daniel is the seventh son.

Doctor Daniel completed his literary educa-
tion in St. Joseph's College at Rensselaer,

Indiana, and fi-om there entered the Starling

Medical College at Columbus, where he grad-
uated M. D. in 1907. For the past ten

years he has been looking after a growing
practice at Tiffin. Several times he has at-

tended Mayo clinics at Rochester, Minnesota,
and is a constant student of his work, es-

pecially along the lines of surgery. He is

a member of the Seneca County and the Ohio
State Medical societies, the American Medical
Association, and is now regimental sm-geou of

the local district in the Knights of St. John.
He also belongs to the Knights of Columbus
and he and his family are active members of

St. Joseph's Catholic Church.
In 1910 Doctor Daniel married Miss Olga

Hierholzer, of Celina, Ohio. Her father, Con-
rad Hierliolzer, who was born in Seneca
County, moved to Mercer County, Ohio, when
ten years of age and followed farming until

after his marriage. He then engaged in the

mercantile business at Celina and is now presi-

dent of the Commercial Bank of that city.

Doctor and Mrs. Daniel have four children

:

Ruth, .Alildi-ed, Gerard and Walter.

Dr. F. :\I. Fraziee, LL. D. It is not un-
usual to find a man eminent in one profession,

but when he is found proficient in another
it becomes a matter of respectful admiration,
for all men are not so gifted. ]\Iedicine and
law, both sciences, have, perhaps, to those
understanding them, principles in common,
but it seems more probable that a versatile

mind, not satisfied with legal acquirements
alone, turns to the other profession, for it has
entirely different methods of probing the mys-
teries of liuman life.

The subject of this .sketch may be men-
tioned in this connection. At present he is

practicing both law and medicine at Biyan,
Ohio, and some years since was a prominent
and able member of the bar of Indiana and
Iowa and in many parts of Indiana is also

recalled with respect as a thorough and popu-
lar educator.

Dr. F. M. Frazier was born August 20,

1857, in Blackford County, of sturdy agricul-

tural parents, he being the third of six boys.

He remained on the farm with his parents
and brothers until twenty-seven years old; in

the mean time attending the country scliool

at Dundee, Indiana, and later Ridgeville Col-

lege, the M. E. College and the Northern In-

diana University, Valparaiso, Indiana. This
training prepared him for teaching and for

eight years during the above period he taught
in the country schools and as superintendent
of the Montpelier, Indiana, High School. Dur-
ing vacation he attended colleges as above,

and in 1882 he entered the law department
of the Northern Indiana University, Valpa-
raiso, Indiana, from which he was graduated
May 29, 1881. He then turned his attention

for some years to the law of contracts, be-

coming traveling collector for two large imple-

ment concerns, being in Kansas, Nebraska,

Missouri, North and South Dakota and other

parts of the North and West. In the mean-
while he had been preparing for a medical
course and entered the medical department
of Taylor University, Fort Wayne, Indiana,

from which institution he was graduated with
the degree of M. D. on March 10, 1891.

On December 30, 1891, Doctor Frazier

moved to Williams County, Ohio, and engaged
in the practice of medicine, specializing in

diseases of the eye and digestion.

On July 1, 1892, Doctor Frazier was mar-
ried to Emma S. Back, to whom have been
born four children, two girls and two boys,

of whom one died in infancy ; the three living

are, namely: Edna C, who is a graduate of

the Bryan, Ohio. High School and of the

Michigan Agricultural College, East Lansing,

Michigan, and is now an instructor of home
economics in the higli schools of Detroit,

Michigan ; Helen R., who is a graduate of the

Bryan, Ohio, High Schools and at present a

student of the Michigan Agricultural College,

East Lansing, ^Michigan: Sherman ]\I., who
is a graduate of the Bryan High Schools, is

now a member of Company B. Fifth Bat-

talion, irnited States Signal Corps.

On August 10. 1905, the doctor was nomi-

nated on the republican ticket for probate

judge of Williams County, Ohio, and on No-
vember 7tb following was elected and served

in that capacity for seven years. While in

office he devised and executed a new index

system, the most complete, simple and useful

ever in the state.

His activities have covered many lines and
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his success is what he has achieved. He is a

man of very strong personalities and that

kind make the most devoted friends and some
enemies, but all must respect them for their

worth.
Doctor Frazier's familj' are members of the

Methodist Episcopal Church. He is identified

fraternally with the Knights of Pythias.

Frederick Clark Averill, who has been a

member of the Toledo bar since 1901, is a

member of an old and well known family of

Perrysburg, where he has his summer home.

The family originally came from New
England.
His father, Henry E. Averill, was for many

years a prominent lawyer at Toledo with his

residence at Peri-jsburg. He was affiliated

with the Society of Sons of the American
Revolution of Connecticut. Henry E. Averill

married Julia M. Dodge.
Frederick Clark Averill was born at St.

Louis, Alissouri, December 25, 1875, but was
reared and educated at Perrysburg, Ohio.

From the high school of that city he entered

the University of Michigan, where he gradu-

ated Bachelor of Philosophy, and he holds the

degrees of Master of Arts and Bachelor of

Laws from Columbia University. He is dis-

tinguished as a lover of books and literature

and takes a great interest in the Way Library,

which was given to Periysburg through the

generosity of the late Willard V. Way, and

of which he is secretar\' of the board of man-
agers. It is an unusually well equipped li-

brary for one of the smaller towns.

;Mr. Averill was admitted to the Ohio bar

in 1901 and has since been in active practice

at Toledo, member of the firm Averill & Dodd.

His associate in practice is Martin S. Dodd.

The offices of the firm are in the Spitzer

Building.

Mr. Averill, who is unmarried, is a trustee

of the Presbyterian Church of Perrysburg,

one of the oldest religious organizations in

Northwest Ohio.

Ira L. Craw. It is a well confirmed fact

that many of the individuals who have made
their influence felt in the world and whose

capable forcefulness has made a contributing

factor to the prestige of the communities in

which they have seen to locate are those

who have depended entirely or in a large part

upon their own resources. The fact that they

have chosen to stand alone has seemed to fur-

nish the needed stimulus for continued and

persistent effort. The lad born with the pro-

verbial silver spoon in his mouth often begins
his career with a heavy handicap. No matter
how ambitious he may be, the very fact that

there is no actual necessity for his exertions

hampers him, and in the end oftentimes takes

from him the desire to prove his mettle. On
the other hand, the one who knows that if

he wants to rise above his surroundings and
take his place among the worth while men of

his generation, he must bend every energy
to his task and let no opportunity slip by,

is the one who develops his abilities to the

utmost. Northwest Ohio has given a home
and afforded a wide field of endeavor to many
men who have been the architects of their

own fortunes, and among these is found Ira

L. Craw, senior member of the fii'm of Craw
& Fletcher, contracting painters and. dec-

orators of Bowling Green.
Mr. Craw was born on the old Craw farm

four miles north of Bowling Green, in Wood
County, Ohio, December 1, 1863, and is a son

of Hiram A. and Ann (Hall) Craw. On
the paternal side he belongs to an early settled

family in Ohio from New England and traces

his ancestry back many generations in this

country. His grandfather, John Craw, was
born in. Vermont, in 1787, and in his native

state was married to Laura Boardman, who
was born at Corinth, Vermont, March 1, 1789.

After the birth of several of their children,

and probably prior to the year 1840, the

grandparents made the long and perilous trip

overland to the wilderness of Wood County,
where they purchased land in the midst of a

forest and here built their first home, a log

cabin with a huge open fireplace. Many hard-

ships confronted this sturdy and coiiragous

pair, for they were called upon to exist on
only the merest necessities, with none of the

comforts of life, in a new country, far from
neighbors and ignorant of conditions sur-

rounding their new home. Oftentimes in the

winter migratory bands of Indians would
come to their door, begging food and lodging

and always friendly. After having been fed

these redmen would throw themselves before

the fireplace with their heads towards the

flames, and after they had been refreshed by
sleep would arise and leave the cabin without

ceremony, an infrequent grunt being the only

sign of thanks or gratitude. The nearest

settlement to the Craw home was the little

Village of Perrysburg, which was reached by
a blazed trail through the woods, and this

journey was a dangerous one in the early
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days, for wild cats or catamounts were still

dangerous and wild hogs were to be found in

plenty. However, deer and other edible wild
game were also to be found, and their con-

tribution to the family larder compensated
in some degree for the dangers attached to

the presence of the fiercer beasts. The grand-
parents rounded out their lives on this farm,
which they cleared, improved and brought to

a high state of cultivation, and became pros-

perous people of their locality, judging by
the monetary standards of their days. Mrs.
John Craw, who traced her ancestry back to

Moses Boardmau, iborn in England, in 1615,

who came to America and settled in Massa-
chusetts, and to whom she was connected
through Isaac, Samuel and Closes Boardman,
in a direct line, died on the old home farm
in 1881. At the time of his demise, July 7,

1883, at Bowling Green, Ohio, John Craw was
one of the oldest pioneers of Wood County;
having reached his ninety-sixth year, and hav-
ing never been sick in his entire life until his

final illness. He was a well informed man,
particularly as to the Bible, of which he was
a close student, and was highly esteemed for

his many estimable traits of character.

Hiram A. Craw, father of Ira L., was born
in Vermont, March 9, 1829, and was still a

lad when he accompanied his parents to the

wilds of Ohio. He grew up in this neigbor-

hood, becoming skilled in the arts of the

woodsman and hunter as well as the pursuits

of the agriculturist, and when ready to es-

tablish a home of his own, married a neighbor-

hood girl, Ann Hall. She was one of a pair

of twins, born June 19, 1833, in Wood County,
not far from Perrysburg, a daughter of James
and Jane Hall, natives of New England and
of old New England stock. James Hall and
his wife came to Plain Towaiship, Wood
County, soon after their marriage and, like

the Craws, settled in the forest, where they
hewed out a home for themselves and their

family and became honored and substantial

citizens. They were members of the Church
of the Advent. After their marriage Mr. and
Mrs. Hiram A. Craw settled on a farm in

Plain Township, where they continued to

carry on general farming operations until

their retirement, in the evening of life, to

Bowling Green, where both passed away at

their comfortable home. No. 415 North Main
Street, adjacent to the present home of their

son. The father's demise occurred August
10, 1910, while the mother passed away in

1902, both in the Advenist faith. Mr. Craw

was a republican in his political views, and
after he had established himself in life served
in several official capacities in his township.
He at all times held the respect and confidence
of liis fellow-citizens and was known as a
man who included in his makeup the
characteristics of integrity and public spirit.

Ira L. Craw received his education in the
district schools of Plain Township and the
high school at Bowling Green, and when a
young man learned the trade of painter, which
he followed for several years. He then en-

tered the employ of the Union Mills at Bowl-
ing Green, where he acted in the capacities

of engineer and miller during a period of

twenty' years, when he returned to his first

vocation, this time as a contractor. In part-
nership with Mr. Fletcher he has built up
an excellent business in the line of painting
and decorating, and a large amount of the

important work done in the city has been
under contracts with this concern. Although
the business has existed for onl_y about four
years, its reputation has extended to outside

communities, thi§ because of superior work-
manship and fidelity to contracts. Mr. Craw
is a member of the Stationary Engineers' Na-
tional Association. Politically he is a repub-
lican, but not a politician.

Mr. Craw was married at Bowling Green,
November 16, 1886, to Mary M. Whetstone,
who was born in Plain Township, Wood
County, July 8, 1868, and grew up and was
educated in Bowling Green, whence she was
brought as a child by her parents, Daniel

and Amanda (Ensinger) Whetstone, natives

of Hanock County, Ohio. Mr. and ^Irs. Whet-
stone were married in their native county,
where Mr. Whetstone learned the trade of

cabinet maker, a vocation which he followed

at Portage, Wood County, before the outbreak
of the Civil war. He enlisted in that struggle

with a Wood County regiment of volunteer

infantry, and served four years, and while

never wounded or taken prisoner he was in-

capacitated by sickness, and when he emerged
from the hospital was practically without

sight. He returned then to his home, where
he was tenderly cared for by his wife and
daughter, and through their ministrations and
loving devotion recovered his sight in large

degree, .so that he was able to again resume
his business. In 1868 he took up his resi-

dence at Bowling Green and here continued

to make his home until his death in 1910. iMrs.

Whetstone having passed away in 1902. They
were members of the United Brethren Church
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aud highly esteemed people of their commu-
nity, aud Mr. Whetstone was a repuhlican in
his political views.

Mr. and Mrs. Craw became the parents of
the following children : Eva D., born August
28, 1887, educated in the Bowling Greeu High
School, and now the wife of Charles Cress,
of Sidney, Iowa, where Mr. Cress is manager
of the Eclipse Lumber Company ; Hazel A.,
born January 24, 1892, resides at home and
is employed as a bookkeeper in a millinery
concern ; and Glenna L., boi-n January 6, 1900,
a young woman of marked musical talent.

The family belongs to the United Brethren
Church, aud ]\Irs. Craw takes a particularly
active part in its work, having been a member
.since she reached her twelfth year. In No-
vember, 1916, Mr. Craw and his family moved
into their beautiful new home, a modern
.seven-room cottage at No. 407 North Main
Street, in one of the most exclusive residential

sections of the city.

Fr.\nk H. Frederick is the leading busi-

ness man of Carey, and is the oldest estab-

lished grocery merchant of the city. He
began selling groceries over twenty years ago,

and from that business his interests have ex-

panded to occupy several concerns.

Mr. Frederick was born at Carey in Wyan-
dot County, November 6, 1869, a son of Emil
and Mai-y (Sprau) Frederick, both of German
stock. His father has been in the grocery
business at Carey for a great many years.

Frank H. Frederick secured his early edu-
cation in Carey and spent one year in high
school. His first occupation on leaving home
was 'to learn telegraphy at a station of the

C. S. & C. Railroad, now part of the Big Four
system. After mastering the art he was as-

signed as operator at Kenton for one year,

after which he returned to Carey and was
operator one year and then Western Union
manager for several years. ;\Ir. Frederick in

1894, with the modest amount of capital which
he liad been able to save aud accumulate,
ostablislit'il Iiiiiiself in the gi-oeerj' business on
Findlay Street. That store is an example of

progressive enterprise, expanding in scope and
trade each increasing year until it is now the

best stocked and equijiped as well as the oldest

store of its kind in the city.

Mr. Frederick is also a director and stock-

holder in the Federal Porcelain Company, a

stockholder in the Carey ilill and Elevator
Company, and has even gone into a very prac-

tical branch of farming, onion growing. He

leases a tract of sixty acres and raises onions
on a large scale.

Mr. Frederick is independent in politics, is

a Knight Templar Mason and is afiBiliated with
the Knights of Pythias and the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks at Upper San-
dusky. In 1905 he married Miss Leora Lantz,
daugliter of J. A. and Anne (Shuman) Lantz,
of Carey. Five children were born to their
marriage

: Richard, born in 1907 ; Paul L.,
born iu 1909 ; Frances, born in 1911 and died
in 1917 ; Emil R., -born in 1913 and died in
infancy ; and Frank H., Jr., born in 1915.

Alvin Mansfield Woolson, founder of the
Woolson Spice Company, one of the largest
commercial institutions of Toledo, has been a
resident of this city more than forty years.
Like many other successful early merchants,
his early life was one of struggle and he over-
came many obstacles in his path to success.
He was born in Erie County, Ohio, October

2, 1841, and is of old and substantial Ameri-
can stock. His remote American ancestor was
Joseph Woolson, who came from Canterbury,
England, in 1630 and settled at Weston,
Massachusetts, where he built a block house
for protection against the Indians. He soon
removed to Newton, Massachusetts. His son
Thomas was born in 1630, and in 1660 mar-
ried Sarah Hyde, by whom he had six chil-

dren. The third generation is also repre-
sented by Thomas Woolson, who married
Elizabeth Chadwick and had eight children.
The fourth of these eight children was Joseph
Woolson, who was born in 1699, aud married
first Eliza Upham, and second Grace Gregory
Asa Woolson, of the fifth generation, was
born in 1733, married Eliza Knight, aud they
had a family of twelve diililreii, ten boys and
two daughters. Elijuli Wnolson, representing
the sixth generation, wa^ burn in 1769 and
married Rebecca Batchellor, who was the
mother of eight sons and one daughter.
Rebecca Batchellor was a daughter of Nehe-
miah Batchellor, a captain in General AVash-
ington's army in the American struggle for
independence. Rebecca was the grandmother
of Alvin Mansfield Woolson.

Ira Knight Woolson, father of the Toledo
merchant, was born in 1812 at Lisbon, New
Hampshire. He married at Buffalo, New
York, Arietta Mansfield, and they soon after-

wards moved to Northern Ohio.

Alvin Mansfield W^oolson received his early
education in the noted "Country Schoolhouse
on the Hill '

' and grew to manhood on a farm.
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As soon as he was old enough to see over a

counter he was placed in a store, but the next

year did the work of a printer 's devil, carry-

ing newspapers, until the confiniug nature of

a printing ofBce caused him to seek outdoor

employment. He worked a year on a farm,

greatly to his physical benelit, and he also

learned the machinist's trade.

He was not twenty years of age when the

war broke out. He enlisted in Company M,
First Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Heavy Artil-

lery, formerly the One Hundred Seventeenth

Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He made a gallant

record as a Union soldier, was promoted to

sergeant major, and was in the Union army
from 1862 until September, 1865, when the

regiment was honorably discharged.

On October 12, 1916; at Tiffin, Ohio, Com-
pany M held a Golden Jubilee Reunion, at

which J\Ir. Woolson was made the guest of

honor. A souvenir program with a splendid

portrait of him was distributed to each mem-
ber. The inscription on this program was:

"Our Guest of Honor, Comrade Alvin M.
Woolson. The boy sergeant-majoi*, member
of the Staff of the First Ohio Heavy Artil-

lery, Second Brigade, Fourth Division,

Twenty-third Army Corps; who served with

distinction during the war for the Union, 1861

to 1865, in the campaign through Kentucky,
Tennessee, Georgia, North Carolina and Vir-

ginia.
'

'

After the close of the war Mr. Woolson
went to what was then the Far West, and at

Kansas City, Missouri, was employed by the

Union Pacific Railway Eastern Division in the

capacity of accountant, having charge of the

government freight. This work he continued

while the railroad was being built from Kan-
sas City to Denver. Railroad building, espe-

cially across the great plains, was a very

hazardous undertaking. Many times the

builders had to virtually fight their way
through bands of hostile savages. Mr. Wool-
son's particular services required the super-

vision of the government freight, which was
carried by the railway company to the end of

the tracks, at which point the government
wagons received it and conveyed it to the dif-

ferent army reservations.

A year and a half of this arduous and
rather exciting outdoor life constituted one of

the most noteworthy of Mr. Woolson 's early

experiences. He then returned to Ohio and
became a country merchant at Berlin

Heights in Erie County. While he was in

business there he selected his future partner

for life. Soon afterwards he sold his store

at Berlin Heights and engaged in a new busi-

ness at Wauseou, Ohio. A few months after

getting established there he returned to Ber-
lin Heights and married Miss Frances D. Til-

linghast. They were married October 12,

1870. Mrs. Woolson, who was born November
30, 1846, is also of a prominent American
family. Her father, William Tilliughast, who
died at Toledo September 12, 1890, was a
descendant of Pardon Tillinghast, who was
one of the first pastors of the Roger Williams
Church at Providence, Rhode Island, serving

that congTCgation from 1712 to 1717. Mrs.
Woolson 's mother was Eliza Squire, who was
born in 1812 and died July 15, 1884, at To-
ledo. Her ancestors were members of the

Buckley family, related to Gen. Israel Put-
nam, one of the heroes of the Revolution. The
children of Mr. and Mrs. Woolson are:

Maude Ellen, who is married to Hei'man H.
Brand and lives in Toledo; Weona, who is

now the wife of Walter J. Engle, and whose
home is in Chicago ; and Constance Fenimore,
who is now Mrs. John E. Barney and resides

in Toledo. Mr. and IMrs. Woolson reside at

2057 Parkwood avenue.

After several years of business activity at

Wauseon, Mr. Woolson came to Toledo in

1875 with the express purpose of starting in

the coffee and spice business. He found that

his capital was not sufficient to enable hira to

undertake such an ambitious enterprise, and
he accordingly entered the retail grocery busi-

ness, which he handled on a successful scale

until 1882. Toledo had had for some years a
firm known as C. C. Warren & Company,
coffee roaster's and spice dealers, but they be-

came involved in financial difficulties for sev-

eral months, when the remnant was offered

for sale. After over a month's negotiation

Mr. Woolson bought out this firm. He had in

the meantime succeeded in interesting the-

wholesale grocers of Toledo, all of whom be-

came stockholders in the new company under
Mr. Woolson 's management. That was a

strong point in his organization, but Mr.
Woolson 's personal faith was so strong in the

business that there was no question of its suc-

cess from the start.

It was Pliny Watson, of the Emerson Com-
pany, wholesale grocers, who suggested that

the name of the company be the Woolson
Spice Company, as he remarked he desired to

name the company after a man who had never

failed. All of the wholesale grocers of Toledo

at that time were represented in the original
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list of stockholders, includiug Pliny Watson,
George Emerson, James Secor, Jolm Berdan,
John B. Ketcliam and S. B. Wood. Having
stock in Liie Woolson Spice Company, these

merchants naturally became interested in the

sale and distribution of the products, and R. A.
Bartley and others were added to the board
of directors later. Fi-om the very start the

Woolson Spice Company prospered, and con-

tinued to grow until it was the second largest

coffee concern in the United States. The busi-

ness was finally sold to the Haveme3'ei-s, the

great sugar refiners, and a small interest was
also purchased by the Arbuekle Brothere cof-

fee concern, for the purpose of ruining the

business. This interest resulted in a great

deal of litigation between the sugar and coffee

corporations, and while this is a matter of

note, it occurred just a few months before

ilr. Woolson retired from the company. The
business is still conducted at Toledo under the

original name and is engaged in roasting

coffee and marketing spices, as formerly.

They still enjoy the reputation of being the

leaders in their line of work.

Since retiring from active business in May,
1897, Mr. Woolson has traveled extensively

and given his attention to his private affairs.

j\Ir. Woolson has long been counted one of

Toledo's public spirited citizens. In point of

service he is one of the oldest directors in the

Second National Bank, was for a quarter of

a century a director in the Northern National

Bank, and is one of the founders and a di-

rector in the Union Savings Bank. He is a

memlier and has long been active in the Soci-

ety of Colonial Wars, and in 1916 was deputy
governor general of the National Society. He
is a member of Anthony Wayne Chapter of

the Sons of the American Revolution, and in

1916 was vice president general of the Na-
tional Society. He is a member and one of

the board of managers of the Society of Sons

of the Revolution. He is one of the vice

presidents of the Star Spangled Banner As-

sociation and in 1915 was selected as one of

the two delegates from Ohio by Governor Cox
to attend the convention at Baltimore cele-

brating the one hundredth anniversary of the

writing of the Star Spangled Banner.
Mr. Woolson has in many ways befriended

the old soldiers of our country and has been

a member of Toledo Post, Grand Army of the

Republic, since its organization and held

many of its offices. He has attended nearly

all the national encampments of the Grand
Army of the Republic since 1866 and for

1916-17 was one of the seven members of the
executive committee of the national com-
mander-in-chief. Mr. Woolson is president of
the Toledo Soldiers' Memorial Association, is

a member of the Maumee Valley Pioneer and
Historical Society, life member of the Ohio
Archeological and Historical Society, member
of the Mississippi Valley Historical Associa-
tion, the National Geographic Society, and
many other organizations, and is a trustee of
the First Congregational Church of Toledo.
He is an honorary member of the United

Spanish War Veterans and a member of the
Ohio Society of New York. He is also a mem-
ber of both the Toledo and Country clubs, the
Toledo Art Museum and the Toledo Newsboys

'

Association.

iMr. Woolson was one of the first organizers
of the Chamber of Commerce during the ex-

citing times of the discovery of natural gas,

and was particularly active in securing many
new enterprises to locate in the city, some of
which are today among the most prominent in

Lucas County. He was chairman of the com-
mittee appointed by the mayor to visit the
natural gas fields for the purpose of deter-

mining whether it would be beneficial to the

best interest of the city to build a pipe line

from the gas fields and offer free gas to manu-
facturers as an inducement to locate in To-
ledo. Upon the return of the committee Mr.
Woolson reported adversely, while the other
two members reported favorably, and the
older residents will remember that the major-
itj^ vote upon the matters was in favor of issu-

ing a million dollars in bonds for the purpose,
with the result that it turned out to be one
of the most hazardous investments the city

ever made.

Grove Hir.vm Patterson has alread.y

reached an important position in the news-
paper world, although still a young man. He
is now the editorial manager of three metro-
politan journals in as many large cities. These
papers were the Toledo Blade, the Newark,
N. J., Star-Eagle, and the Detroit Journal. .

Mr. Patterson was born at Rochester, ]\Iin-

nesota, November 5, ,1881, the son of Joseph
S. Patterson and Nellie M. (Sayles) Patter-

son. His preliminary education was obtained
in the high school of Carlyle, Illinois. From
there he went to the Oberlin Academy and
later Oberlin College, from which he gradu-
ated with the degree of Bachelor of Arts. He
also attended Syracuse University. In 1905
he was made associate editor of the Lorain
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Times-Herald of Lorain, Ohio, and remained
with that paper for three years. In 1908 he

became night city editor of the Cleveland

Plain Dealer. In the following year he came
to Toledo as managing editor of the Toledo

Times. In 1910 he began work with the To-

ledo Blade as news editor, filling that position

with conspicuous ability for five years. In
1915 he became managing editor of the Blade,

and two years later was promoted to his

present imjjortant and influential position.

Mr. Patterson was a member of the Phi
Delta Society of Oberlin College. He is a

member of the Toledo Commerce Club and
the Rotary Club. His religious affiliation is

with Epworth Jlethodist Episcopal Church.

He was a delegate from the West Ohio Con-
ference of that church to the Quadrenuial
Conference, the great Methodist legislative

body, held at Saratoga Springs in 1916. He
is unmarried. Mr. Patterson has always taken

an active interest in civic aifaii-s and has de-

livered many addresses, and his sympathies

are always with the progressive movements
of the age.

Jacob Geiger. One of the industries which
give life and character to the City of Bucyrus
is The Bucyrus Copper Kettle Works, estab-

lished by Jacob Geiger in the fall of 1879,

when he took into partnershij) P. E. Bush. It

is an institution of long and steady develop-

ment, supplying the output throughout
the United States, and the factory has han-

dled a number of contracts for the United
States Navy.

Mr. Geiger is now eighty years of age, and
while still owner and active in the business

lias turned over most of its details to his

capable son, Judson Dale Geiger. Mr. Geiger
was born in Bavaria, Germany, April 2, 1837,

a son of Peter J. and Anna Maria (Riedel)

Geiger. His parents were born and married
in Germany and about 1840. when Jacob was
three years of age, came to Ohio, settling on
a farm in Chatfield Township of Crawford
County. Peter Geiger had learned the lock-

smiths trade in the old country and upon
coming to this countrv^ he learned the black-

smiths trade and plied both trades to advan-
tage in the pioneer district in which he
resided. He and his wife spent the rest of

their days in the quiet and comfort of that

rural community. Of their six children only
two are now living, Jacob and Michael, the

latter a retired farmer in Chatfield Township.

Peter Geiger after the death of his first wife
married again and had three children by the
second union. He was an active member of
the German Lutheran Church and in politics

a democrat.
Jacob Geiger gi-ew up with a limited edu-

cation, attending the country schools aud also

a school at Bucyrus and Hayesville in the
intervals of self-supporting work. When
about fourteen years of age he found a place
in a local dry goods store at Bucyrus, being
assigned to the duties of sweeping out in the
morning aud such other responsibilities as
were fitted to his age and strength. The pro-
prietor of this store was A. P. Widman, and
young Geiger worked for him about four
years. For a similar time he then clerked for
J. P. Bowman, a dry goods merchant, and
thus laid the foundation of a substantial busi-

ness experience. He realized the need of a
better education, and finally left off clerking
to attend school at Haj^esville for two sessions.

Then for one summer he lived on the home
farm and retui-uiug to Bucj'rus became clerk
for E. Blair in a hardware store. Three years
later he utilized his modest capital and his ex-

perience by entering a partnership with
Daniel Picking, in the hardware, stove and
tinware business, under the firm name of
Picking & Geiger, I\Ir. Geiger taking the re-

sponsibility of the management while Mr.
Picking looked after the mechanical depart-
ment. This partnership continued with mu-
tual satisfaction and profit for fifteen years,

and during that time they built up a very
large trade.

ilr. Geiger left merchandising to establish

the Geiger & Bush Company, known as the
Bucyrus Copper Kettle Works, of which Mr.
Geiger is now sole proprietor. In this shop
ilr. Geiger began the manufacture of copper
kettles and other copper cooking utensils. At
first was made the copper apple butter kettles

wliich were once fount! in nearly every coun-
try home. They next manufactured an im-
proved kettle known as a steam jacket copper
kettle, largely used for fruit preserving and
the canning of vegetables. The business has
gradually been adapted to the manufacture
of a complete line of fruit and vegetable can-

ning equipment, and also copper utensils for

use in the confectioneries and public institu-

tions. United States Navy and in hotels and
restaurants. The plant is also equipped for

producing much special design copper work.
At present the establishment is conducted in
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a large building 83x90 feet, part of it two
stories. The average value of the aunual out-
put is about $50,000.

In 1877 Mr. Geiger married Millie Fenner.
She was born at Bucyrus, daughter of Hiraui
and Elizabeth Fenner, both natives of Penn-
sylvania but early settlers in Crawford
County. To I\Ir. and Mrs. Geiger were born
five .children, only two of whom are living.

Alberta is the wife of Charles W. Kern, a
druggist at Bucyrus. Judson Dale, the only
living son, is associated with his father in the
manufacturing business. Both children are
graduates of the local high school and the
daughter completed her education in the
Oxford Woman's College of Ohio. The son
took technical courses in the Rose Polytechnic
Institute at Terre Haute, Indiana. Mr. and
Airs. Geiger are members of the Alethodist
Episcopal Church and were formerly active in

its cause. The daughter is a member of that
church, while the son is a Presbyterian. Mr.
Geiger in politics has always been a repub-
lican.

Robert D. Henderson. Certain individ-

uals seem destined to rise above their sur-
roundings and to dominate whatever condi-

tions may be theirs. Every opportunity
seems to offer a direct appeal to their active

minds and they know how to grasp it to their

own benefit and the expansion of their busi-

ness interests. There are no anachronisms
iu the lives of such men, for their progress
is steady and ever onward and upward. Their
work means something from the beginning,

and the aeeumulativi- results are astounding.

Wood County is, and has been, for some years

the home of many such men, and one who has
won the right to be numbered on such a list

is Robert D. Henderson, who is now living

in retirement after many years of successful

commercial activity at Weston.
Robert D. Henderson is of Scotch-Irish de-

scent and was born in 1848, in Armsti-ong

County, Pennsylvania, a son of James Knox
and Susanna (Hine) Henderson, both born

in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, in

1825. He was of Scotch-Irish ancestry and
she of Pennsylvania-German stock, and they

were married in 1847, in their native county,

where they lived until 1856 or 1857. About
that time they moved to Southern Ohio, where

they resided for six years, then returning to

Pennsylvania, and in 1867 again came to the

Buckeye state, this time locating at Bucyrus.

There the father, who was a physician by

calling, embarked in business and for several
years was a merchant, but eventually returned
to the practice of his profession, which he
followed for fifteen years at Ada, Ohio. He
built up a large and important professional
business there, but in 1896 retired and came
to Weston, wlu-re they lived quietly during
the remainder of their long and useful lives,

Mrs. Henderson dying iu November, 1913,
being within a few months of ninety years
of age. :\lr. Henderson did not survive his
faithful helpmate long, as he died at the
home of his sou Frank A. Henderson, at
Bucyrus, in November, 1916, being within a
month of ninety-one years of age. Mr. and
Mrs. Henderson had celebrated the sixty-

sixth anniversary of their wedding. While
they were reared in the faith of the Lutheran
Church, early in their married lives they
joined the Presbyterian faitli, to wliieh they
continued true until their deaths. ]\Ir. Hen-
derson was a life long republican in national
politics, and while not a seeker after personal
l^referment was a good citizen of his commu-
nity and one who enjoyed in full degree the

respect and esteem of his fellow men. Five
sons and one daughter of this worthy couple
survive, all married and all at the head of

small families.

Robert D. Henderson completed his educa-
tion in an academy, following which he be-

gan teaching country school and was so en-

gaged for several terms. His talent, how-
ever, lay in the direction of commercial ac-

tivity, and he was shrewd enough to recognize

this fact even when a youth. He first came to

the little hamlet of Weston in 1872, and three

years later, when the village began to develop,

became associated with the firm of Ladd &
Singer in the hardware liusiness. In August,
1877, he bought the interest of Sir. Ladd,
and in partnership with Air. Singer succeeded

iu building up a large business in hardware
and farming implements, the firm continu-

ing until Air. Henderson disposed of his hold-

ings in 1907. During the years that he was
engaged iu business at Weston he established

his name firmly in a place where it was known
as standing for commercial integi'ity, busi-

ness straightforwardness and personal probity,

and this matter still holds good in Air. Hen-
derson's occasional real estate transactions,

which are for the most part carried on in

connection with Mr. Singer, who remains his

partner in this respect. Air. Henderson is

the owner of several fine farms in Paulding,

Henry and Wood counties, the greater part
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of this land being under a high state of cul-

tivation. While corn and oats comprise the

standard crops, these farms grow all the staple

commodities and are good producers under
the modern methods and good management
of Mr. Henderson. He is personally the

owner of several hundred acres of land, as

well as other realty, and has interests in busi-

ness enterprises which make him one of the

well-to-do men of his community. Before re-

tiring from business Mr. Henderson built him-
self a handsome modern home on Taylor

Street, a very desirable residential locality.

Aside from business he has been active in

the busy life of Weston, having taken a promi-

nent part in all movements and enterprises

which have affected the thriving little city

or its people. He has served as councilman,

an office to which he was elected on the re-

publican ticket, and has been active in the

work of the Presbyterian Church, of which
he is a trustee.

Mr. Henderson was married in Crawford
County, Ohio, to Millie R. Lowe, who was
born in Pennsylvania and was still a child

when brought to Ohio by her parents, Israel

and Mary Lowe, natives of Pennsylvania, who
located in Crawford County in 1866. Five

years later they came to Wood County and
purchased a farm near Weston, and in their

declining years came to this city, where Mr.
Lowe died in 1900, at the age of sixty-nine

years, and Mrs. Lowe in 1907, aged seventy-

four. They were reared as Lutherans, but
after coming to Ohio joined the Pi-esbyterian

Church. Their only child now living is Mrs.
James Young, of Toledo, who has two chil-

dren, James and Althea. Mrs. Henderson
died at her beautiful home at Weston No-
vember 4, 1912, being then in her fifty-ninth

year, a woman who had lived a full and use-

ful life and one of many accomplishments
and virtues. She was a devoted wife and
mother, a faithful mgmber of the Presbyterian
Church, and one whose passing left a feeling

of distinct loss among those with whom her
life had been passed. She was the mother
of two daughters: Louise M., who died in

July, 1914, was the wife of C. E. Steinbaugh,
ex-county auditor of Wood County, who re-

sides at Cleveland, Ohio, and Alice F., at

home. Mr. and ^liss Henderson are mem-
bers of the Presbyterian Church. Mr. Hen-
derson belongs to Weston Lodge No. 681, Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows. He is identi-

fied with several banks either as a director or

stockholder and is vice president of the Citi-

zens Bank of Weston.

George Shafer. The retirement of George
Sliafer from active life in February, 1904, was
justified by the accomplishment of success in

its broadest sense, by many years of devotion
to the science of farming, by faithfulness to

public aud private duties, by honorable se^'vice

in his country's military forces, and by con-
scientious regard for the honorable perpetua-
tion of liis name and labor in the bringing
up of his children. Since the close of the
Civil war he has made his home in Wood
and Henry counties, and he now resides at

Weston, in a pleasant home on JMain Street,

furnished in accordance with refined taste and
practical ideas of comfort. His life has been
a steadfast and busy one, and the end of his

working days finds him prosperous financially

and rich in the esteem of a large circle of

appreciative friends.

Mr. Shafer was born in Mahoning County,
Ohio, October 28, 1838, and on both sides of

the family is of German origin, although his

parents, Samuel and Elizabeth (Long) Shafer,

were both born in Pennsylvania. They were
married in Mahoning County, Ohio, where
they lived on a farm and carried on agricul-

tural pursuits, and all their children, five sons

and three daughters, were born there. Of
these seven grew to maturity and all married
and had issue, but the only ones now living

are George, of this notice, and a younger
sister, Mrs. Mary J. Starweather, a widow of

Lorain Count}', Ohio, who was seventy years

of age in August, 1917. After their marriage
.Mr. and ilrs. Shafer settled on a farm in

Poland Township, Mahoning County, and
there carried on farming until the year 1863
or 1864, when they removed to Huron, Erie

County, and there both passed away. Mrs.

Shafer, an active church member, died when
nearly four-score years old, one of the highly

respected women of her community, while Mr.

Shafer survived her for a long time and died

in 1907, having reached the remarkable age

of nearly one hundred years. He was a re-

publican in polities, a good citizen, and a man
who enjoyed in full degree the confidence and
regard of his fellowmen.

The third in order of birth in his family,

George Shafer grew up in iMahoning County,

where he received the ordinary advantages

offered by the country schools. He was an

industrious youth and early developed habits
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of strict integrity and deterraiued persever-

ance, and when twenty-two years of age estab-

lished a home of his own by marriage. He
followed farming for a short time thereafter,

but was destined to be interrupted in his

career by the outbreak of the Civil war, which
called for the services of the able bodied young
men of the eomitry, and Mr. Shafer answered
the call. Ou January 13, 1862, he was en-

rolled as a private of Company E, Twenty-
third Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and
from the time he went to the front under
Col. W. S. Roseerans until the close of his

service saw some of the hottest lighting of the

great struggle between the forces of the N'(n-th

and South and participated in some thrilling

experiences. Mr. Shafer 's lieutenant-colonel

was Stanley Mathews; his major, Rutherford
B. Hayes, who was later to become president

of the United States, and among his com-
rades-at-arms was Private ilcKinley, who was
also to fill the chief executive's chair and to

fall at the hand of an assassin, although pass-

ing safely through one of the greatest wars of

all times. Private JIcKinley rose to the rauk
of major, while Major Hayes was advanced to

the rank of general. George Shafer took part

in every battle in which his regiment partici-

pated, some twenty in all, among them being

included the bloody and important fights at

South Mountain, Antietam, Buffalo Gap,
Lynchburg and Winchester, the last-named

under the intrepid Gen. Phil Sheridan. There
he was severely wounded, a Confederate bullet

raking the top of his head from front to back,

and although the physician later said that it

was the narrowest escape from death that he

had ever seen, Mr. Shafer did not allow the

W'Ound to .stop him, but with a gaping hole

in his head finished the fight with his com-
rades. After an eminently brave and faithful

service he was mustered out of the service at

Cumberland, Maryland, July 26, 1865, and
was honorably discharged August 2, 1865, at

Cleveland, Ohio. On the following day he

joined his wife in Wood County, where he

iias made his home, with the exception of four-

teen years spent in Henry County. Mr.
Shafer followed farming for a number of

years in Wood County, but about 1890 went

to Henry County, where he owned a good

property in Damascus Township. In Febru-

ary, 1904, he disposed of his holdings and
came to Weston, where he is now the owner
of an attractive and comfortable home of seven

rooms, located on Main Street.

Mr. Shafer was married in 1860, in Mahon-

ing County, to Mary J. Stacy, who was born
in that county in 18-41, a daughter of William
and ilargaret Stacy, who came to Center
Township, Wood County, in 1863, and here

pa.ssed their lives in agricultural pursuits,

dying when well on in years. Mrs. Shafer
died at her home at Weston, January 21, 1905,

the mother of these children : John, who died

when a small child ; Ellsworth, who is engaged
in farming in the vicinity of Weston, married
Mary Baird, and has no children of his own,
but is rearing a niece; William H., who died

as a lad of about six yeai-s; Harry T., pro-

prietor of a grocery at Weston, married Sadie
France and has three children, Frances, Helen
and Donald; and Lillia M., who died as the

wife of James Beaverson, a farmer of Wood
Count}% and left four sons and two daugh-
ters, and one son died after her demise.

Mr. Shafer is a republican and has taken

some part in local governmental affairs, hav-

ing served as a member of the Weston City

Council for eight years. He is a genial and
S3'mpathetic man, and the grind of labor has

not hardened him or rendered him less the

friend of youth and happiness. As a fra-

ternalist he belongs to Milton Lodge No. 598,

Independent Order of Odd Fellows.

John Edward Bicknell has been a factor

in commercial affairs at Findlay for the past

quarter of a century. He is connected with

several of the large industries that have giveu

this city a place of prominence in the indus-

trial world, and is also president of the Amer-
ican National Bank.
Born at ^lorrisville. New York, September

10, 1863, a son of J. Bennett and Hannah W.
Bicknell. he started life with only such equip-

ment as the average American youth has and
has relied upon his own spirit and industiy

to win himself a place in the world. He at-

tended country schools and also the Central

High School at Cleveland. His first employ-

ment was one year spent in handling a pulp

machine with the Cleveland Paper Company.
For the next five years he was a timekeeper

with the Merriam and Morgan Parafine Com-
pany. He becanie superintendent of the re-

finery and in 1885 went to Oil City, Pennsyl-

vania, as superintendent of the Keystone Oil

Company, building a refinery for that firm.

In 1889, returning to Cleveland, he took an

active part in the business of the Hughes
Steam Pump Company, but sold his interests

in 1890.

Since that year his home has been in Find-
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lay. For eight years Mr. Bicknell was super-

inteudeut of the Peerless Retiuiug Company.
He also became an oil producer and devoted
a number of years to that industry until 1911,

and still has interests in a number of wells.

In 1910 he bought and reorganized the Find-
lay Electric Porcelain Company of Findlay,
and is now president of what is one of the

foremost manufacturing concerns of the kind

in Ohio. Through that and other financial

interests he touches the commercial life of

Hancock County at many points. Mr. Bick-

nell was elected president of the American
National Bank of Findlay in 1915.

He is a member of the Findlay Country
Club, of the ilasonic Order and of the Benevo-
lent and Protective Order of Elks. He mar-
ried Miss Ida Grove, and they have one daugh-
ter, Helen G.

D.VNiEL DiLDixE, Jr., for three-quarters of

a century among the most widely known men
of Tiffin and Seneca County, was born in

Pickaway County, Ohio, on a farm, on Novem-
ber 12, 1808. In that county he received his

early education and in 182-1, with his parents,

moved to Seneca County, his father, Daniel
Dildine, Sr., having purchased a tract of land
near to Tiffin from the United States Govern-
ment. This land is now a part of Greenlawn
Cemeterv, the principal burial grounds of

Tiffin's dead.

As a young man the son, Daniel Dildine,

Jr., engaged in teaching school, being among
the first school teachers in the county. Later
he took employment as a clerk in a Tiffin store

and followed this occupation for some years
when, with Benjamin Stevens, he started a

foundry for the making of castings, the first

foundry in Tiffin. Retiring from this indus-

try in a few years, he again entered the mer-
cantile business as a clerk, which employment
he followed during the decade of the '50s.

In the latter '30s he was deput.v county re-

corder and in the '60s and early '70s deputy
county treasurer and deputy county clerk.

At different times he served as clerk, treas-

urer and assessor of Clinton Township, in

which the City of Tiffin is located. In 1872
he was elected justice of the peace for Clinton
Township and for twenty years, by successive

elections, held this office. Wlien he retired

one of the local newspapers, writing of the
fact, said of him: "He was one of the most
efficient and trastworthy officials Clinton
Township and Seneca County ever had."

Mr. Dildine was married on October 8,

1843, to Miss Laura M. Perkins, whose death
occurred in March of 1875. Three children
were born to them : Dallas P., Isa B., and
Frank. The second, Isa B., now dead, was
the wife of Josiah B. Frost, for yeai*s a lead-

ing clothing merchant in Tiffin. Dallas P. is

vice president of the Commercial Savings
Bank and Trust Company of Toledo, and
Frank is one of the editorial stafi^ of the Tiffin

Daily Tribune at Tiffin, Ohio. The death of

Mr. Dildine occurred on June 9, 1899, at Tif-

fin, at the advanced age of ninety-one years,

the exact age. within a few months, reached
by his father, Daniel Dildine, Sr.

Hon. Charles M. Davis. On the list of

agriculturists who in Northwest Ohio are

rendering public spirited service to their com-
munities is found the name of Hon. Charles
M. Davis. A skilled and successful farmer,
who has won success through capable man-
agement of his affairs, he is now acting in the

capacity of mayor of the thriving little city

of Weston, which is the home of some sub-

stantial business and financial institutions

and the center of a rich farming community.
Like many of the men who have won success

in this part of Ohio, Mr. Davis is a native of

Illinois, having been "born on a farm in Stan-

ton Township, Champaign County, Illinois,

November 9, 1871, a son of Thomas and
Susan J. (Harper) Davis.

Thomas Davis was bom in Logan County,
Ohio, in 1844, and was a .young man when
he went to Illinois, first settling in Champaign
County, where he met and married Miss
Harper, who was a few years his junior and
had been born in Fayette County, Ohio. At
the time of their marriage they had nothing

to start upon except their youth, industry and
ambition, but with these they cheerfully faced

the world and after years of hard and con-

stant effort succeeded in the accumulation
of a property of 160 acres in Stanton Town-
ship, Champaign Count.v, where they made
many improvements and rounded out their

lives, the father dying in 1905, at the age of

sixty-one years. He was one of the highly

respected residents of his community and a

man of fine moral character, a pioneer in the

prohibition movement and a leader in that

part in his locality, and a man whose hon-

orable conduct at all times and in all direc-

tions won and held for him the confidence of

his associates and those with whom he came
into contact. Mrs. Davis, who survives her

husband is hale and hearty despite her
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seventy j-ears, active in body and alert in

mind, and resides at the home of her daugh-
ter, Mrs. William Duncan, of Moline, Illinois,

whose husband is a draughtsman in the John
Deere Plow Company's works at that place.

]Mrs. Davis was formerly a member of the

United lirr^^hren Cliurch but is now affiliated

with the ?,liili(i(list episcopal. A brother of

:Mayor Davis. Tlionuis II. Davis, lives at Mil-

ton, Wood (.'ounty, Ohio, where he has a

farm, is married and has two children,

Georgia and Richard. A sister, Frances,

is the wife of John Stephens, a farmer near
Boone, Iowa, and has two children, Edith
and Mollie.

The pnblif sdinnls of his native township
funiislird Cliailfs :\1. Davis with liis educa-

tional advaiitagt's, ajid his rai'ly training was
secured ujion the farm of his fatlier. Avhere

he was taught to do the tasks of the agricul-

turist in a practical way. From Champaign
County, Illinois, he went to Shelby County
in the same state, there carried on farming
for four years, and then went to the vicinity

of Frankfort in Clinton County, Indiana,

whicli comnmnity he made his home until

1911. In that year he came to Wood County
and purchased 240 acres of farming land,

which he has since brought to a high state

of cultivation, and on which he now raises

all the standard crops in abundance. Mr.
Davis is one who uses modern methods in his

work, but who is practical enough to differ-

entiate the really useful from what is merely
showy. lie has the best of improvements of

all kinds, with a fine set of buildings. In

1914 he completed the erection of a beautiful

nine-room and basement home, with velvet

brick finish, located on Taylor Street, and
here he has since resided amid all the latest

modern conveniences and comforts.

Mayor Davis was married in his native

township to Josephine Thompkins, who was
born there, a daughter of Leander and Julia

(Treese) Thompkins, natives of Hamilton
County, Ohio. After their marriage Mr. and
Mrs. Thompkins went to Stanton Township,

Champaign County, and there secured and
improved land in the best section of the

county, where they passed the rest of their

lives, the father dying when seventy years

of age and the mother when sixty-two. They
were devout members of the United Brethren

Church. Mayor and Sirs. Davis are the par-

ents of four children : Charles Gleason, a

graduate of Weston High School, class of

1915, and now assisting his father in the man-

agement of the home farm ; Clara JIarie, who
is fourteen years old and a student in the
Weston High School; Julia B., aged twelve,

attending the graded schools; and Charles
M., Jr. Mayor and Mrs. Davis and their

children are all members of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. He has for a number of

years been interested in public matters, and
has been an ardent supporter of prohibition.

It was on the citizens ticket that he was elected

mayor of Weston in 1915, and during his ad-
ministration has shown himself capable, en-

ergetic, progressive and conscientious in the

discharge of his official duties, upholding law
and order and giving his best support to all

that has promised to benefit the community.
A man of charitable impulses, he has always
given liberall.y to those who needed assistance,

and all in all is a man highly esteemed by
those who have the honor of his acquaintance.

James A. Smith is one of the young and
active business men of Upper Sandusky, and
early in life identified himself with a trade

which has brought him increasii}g experience

in thd enlarging field of industry opened up
by the use of the automobile. Mr. Smith is

now proprietor of the Reliable Automobile
Accessory Store at Upper Sandusky.
He was born at Dayton, Ohio, in 1883, a

son of W. J. and I\Iary (Agen) Smith. He
is of English ancestry. His grandfather,

Abner Smith, better known as "Yankee"
Smith, drove a wagon and team from Penn-
sylvania to Western Ohio, settled on a farm,

cleared it up by his own labor, and reared a

family there. He was born in 1806 and died

in 1S91. at the age of eighty-five. When James
A. Smith was an infant his parents removed
from Dayton to Marion, Ohio, and two years

later located in Upper Sandusky when James
was three years old. W. J. Smith followed

mechanical trades all his active career.

James A. Smith acquired a common school

education and at the age of eighteen started

to learn the carriage trimming trade with the

Central Ohio Buggy Company. He was with

them through his apprenticeship of four years

and then went to Toledo and was employed
in the Pope-Toledo works as an automobile

trimmer for one year. His next connection

was with the Cleveland Automobile Company
of Cleveland, and after that he went about

the country in different localities following

his trade, and again for four years was em-
ployed by different companies in Cleveland.

He then went back to Toledo and for two
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years was with the Overland Automobile Com-
pany. In 1915 Mr. Smith returning to Upper
Sandusky, established his accessory store, and
has built up a business by no means confined

to the town, but extending all over the sur-

rounding country.

Mr. Smith, who is unmarried, is a repub-
lican in politics, is affiliated with the Inde-
pendent Order of Odd Fellows and the

Improved Order of Red Men, and is a member
of the English Lutheran Church. What suc-

cess he has attained is the result of his un-
aided efforts, and his future now stretches

before him clear and much is to be expected

of his energies and abilities.

William J. DuPont has the ability of the

real salesman and has a record that puts him
among the forefront of the selling agents of

the Overland cars. He now has the Wyandot
Overland Company Agency at Upper San-
dusky.

JMr. DuPont was born on a farm near East
Toledo, Ohio, August 10, 1884, a son of Louis
and Adeline (DuVal) DuPont, of French an-

cestry. His paternal grandfather, Jam'es Du-
Pont, was a native of Belfort, France, and
came to America just before the Civil war,

locating near East Toledo, where by his own
labors he cleared up a farm of fifty acres and
lived there in contentment and prosperity

until his death at the age of ninety-two.

William J. DuPont grew up on a farm, had
a country school training, and also the ad-

vantages of the public schools in East Toledo
and the Tri-State Business College. He en-

tered business life as a bookkeeper, and for

upwards of two yeai-s was connected with the

Pope-Toledo Automobile Company. After
several years of office experience he returned
to the home farm and conducted it four years,

until failing healtli obliged him to give up the

vocation of an agriculturist. His next re-

source was as a salesman for the Overland
automobile. He was located at East Toledo
until 1916, when his record as a salesman
caused the company to give him the distribut-

ing agency for Wyandot County. He now
has supervision of the various sub-agencies

in the county and his large and completely
equipped garage, stock and salesrooms are

on North Sandusky street.

In 1906 Mr. DuPont maiTied Jennie Alice
Newbart, daughter of W. D. and Rosemary
CSexhour") Newbart of Toledo. They have
four children: Ruth Adeline, born in 1907;
Robert Louis, born in 1909; William James,

Jr., born in 1913; and Alice Jean, born in

1917.

IMr. DuPont is one of the live members of

the Upper Sandusky Chamber of Commerce.
He is an independent democrat in politics

and with his family worships in St. Peter's

C^atholic Church.

Albert H. Kemerley. Among the most
substantial business interests of Carey, Ohio,
are its financial institutions, some of these

having been in existence for long periods and
have never been in better condition than at

present. Particular reference is made to the

Peoples Bank, an especially well financed and
officered institution, which enjoys the confi-

dence and pati'ouage of careful investors all
|

over Wyandot County. Albert H. Kemerley
is cashier of this bank and has been identified

continuouslj' with the Peoples Banking Com-
pany for more than a quarter of a century.

Albert H. Kemerley was born on his

father's faim in Wyandot County, Ohio,

March 19, 1860, and is a son of Joshua and
Samantha (Spangler) Kemerley, natives of

Crawford Township, Wyandot County, The
paternal grandparents were bom in Allen-

stein Baden, Germany, in 1816. When they
emigrated to the United States Jacob Kemer-
ley and family settled first in Lancaster
County, Ohio, near Baltimore, but in 1832
located permanently in Wyandot County,
where he cleared up a farm from the wilder-

ness. Of his large family of children, Joshua
was the second son. The grandparents died

on their farm and are recalled as industrious,

frugal, kind-hearted people and among the

founders of the Lutheran Church in this sec-

tion. The parents of Albert H. Kemerley still

reside on the old homestead in Crawford
Township.

Albei-t H. Kemerley obtained his education

in the district schools in the neighborhood of

his father's farm, his attendance being lim-

ited to the winter seasons, his .summers «being

occupied with farm work on the homestead.

When eighteen years of age he worked not

only on the home place but for other farmers

in the vicinity until he was twenty-one years

old. when he changed his activities by coming
to Carey and entering the employ of the

Fenstennacher & Taylor Hardware Company,
remaining with this firm for the next three

years. His farm experience had made him a

pretty fair judge of stock and for several

years he was engaged by D. H. Straw as a

stock buyer, afterward returning to the hard-
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ware line and for two years was associated

with B. S. Taylor, going then with the Walter
A. Wood Mowing and Reaping Machine Com-
pany and traveling for a year as their expert
machine repairer.

After returning once more to Carey, Mr.
Kemerley was connected with the dry goods
firm of D. Straw & Sons for several years as a
salesman. In 1890 he entered the Peoples
Bank of Carey as bookkeeper and in 1S95 was
elected cashier and also became one of the

three partnei-s in the concern. In 1902 the

business was incorporated and Mr. Kemerley
became a director and stockholder and has

continued cashier. He has been and still is

identified with other financial institutions

here. In 1907 he was elected president of the

Citizens Savings Bank, but resigned two years

later, but still is a stockholder as he also is

in the First National Bank of Carey, of which
he is also a director. He is one of the active

business men of the town and was one of the

main organizers of the Carey Electric Com-
pany and is a stockholder in the same. He is

xiniversally recognized as a man of clear .judg-

ment and in all the business or other bodies

with which he is connected, his advice is so-

licited and his decisions respected. He is in-

terested to some extent in agriculture, owning
a fine farm of 160 acres situated two miles

east of Carey.

Mr. Kemerle.y was married in 1888 to Miss

Sadie Galbrower. who is a daughter of Peter

and Elizabeth (Ulrich) Galbrower, of Carey,

Ohio, and they have three children: Law-
rence A., Gladys IT. and Dorcas Edith. Law-
rence A. Kemerley was born in 1889, and is

now connected with the Ohio Banking and
Savings Company, of Pindlay, Ohio. He
married Miss Laura Nepper. who is a daugh-

ter of Jacob Nepper, of Gilboa, Putnam
County, Ohio, in 1913, and they have one

daughter, Marion, who was horn in 1015. The
elder daughter, born in 1S!I4, is widely known
for her exceptioiial talent in nmsir. Slic is a

graduate of the Oberlin Conservatory of

Music and at present is music director in the

public schools of Upper Sandusky. The
youngest of the family, Dorcas Edith, resides

with her parents. Mr. Kemerley and family

are members of the English Lutheran Church.

In politics he is a republican. He has long

been identified with the leading fraternities,

is a Knight of Pythias and an Odd Fellow,

and a Knight Templar Mason, belonging to

-the Blue Lodge at Carey and to the Com-
mandeiT at Tiffin, Ohio. He is in even- way

one of the representative men of Wyandot
County.

Arthur W. Overmyer. In 1914 the Thir-
teenth Ohio District chose as representative
to Congress a brilliant young lawyer of Fre-
mont, Arthur W. Overmyer, whose name and
capabilities had become familiar to the peo-
ple of the district not only through his ex-
cellent work as a lawyer but his decided
qualities of public leadership and advanced
views. His service in the Sixty-fourth Con-
gress was highly gratifying to those who had
predicted so much for him during his Con-
gressional campaign, and in 1916 the people
of the same district showed their unqualified
approval of his previous term by re-electing
him a member of the Sixty-fifth Congress
which, to a gi-eater degree than any Congress
which has preceded it, holds the destiny of
the nation in its hands.
Mr. Overmyer is both an orator and de-

bater, but even more is a student and original
thinker. He has a large grasp on public
affairs and much more than many older men
comprehends the significance and relationship
of the complicated factors now involved in
American national life and its economic and
political problems. Mr. Overmyer also knows
the people of Northwest Ohio, since he is one
of them and has lived in close touch with that
sturdy and substantial middle class which is

most truly representative of the American
people.

He was born on a farm near Lindsey in
Washington Township of Sandusky County
May 31, 1879. His parents were Barnhart
B. and Mary Malinda (Walborn) Overmyer.
Five generations back his ancestor John
George Overmyer came from his native Baden,
Germany, to Pennsylvania, in the year 1751,
and became identified with the farming in-

terests of the Province of Pennsylvania. He
served with credit and with the distinction

that comes down to his descendants as a sol-

dier in the Revolutionary war. Congressman
Overm.yer's great-grandfather and grand-
father were early settlers in Sandusky
County, Ohio. Barnhart B. Overmyer was
born in Sandusky County and has been suc-

cessfully identified with its farming life. He
also served two terms as county commissioner
and at one time was president of the County
Agricultural Society. He and his wife and
family now live on a small suburban place

ad.joining Fremont. Congressman Over-

mver's mother was a daughter of William
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and Lydia Walborn, who in 1860 came from
Berks County, Pennsylvania, to Sandusky
County. Arthur W. Overmyer was the young-
est of his parents' children. His brother

John C. has long been active in Sandusky
County, having twice served as county treas-

urer and as secretary of the County Agricul-

tural Society.

Congressman Overmyer was educated in

the Washington Township public schools until

the winter of 1894-95. He then entered the

high school at Liudsey, where his brother

John was serving as principal. In the spring

of 1896, hefore his sixteenth birthday, he

passed the county teachers' examination and
during the following winter he taught a

school. School teaching was his regular voca-

tion during the winters for the next seven

years. Like many American boys he secured

his higher education and his professional ad-

vantages in intervals of self supporting work.

For several terms he was a student in Lima
College. After 1898 his higher studies were
pursued in the Ohio Northern University,

fi'om which he was graduated in the law de-

partment in 1902. In December of that year
he was admitted to the bar at Columbus, and
has since been in active practice at Fremont.
He became associated with E. C. Sayles in

practice in 1904, and this partnership was
dissolved when Captain Sayles became county
prosecutor in 1909.

While Congressman Overmyer thoroughly
represents his constituency in the Thirteenth

District, he has also deserved much of his

party. While he was attending Lima College

he was prominent in det^ating societies and
acquired the freedom and ease of the public

speaker which has since distinguished him.

In 1897, at the age of eighteen, he was a boy
advocate of the election of Horace L. Chap-
man, then democratic candidate for Governor
of Ohio. There has not been a campaign since

that date in which he has not participated in

some way. More and more his ability and
influence as a speaker has brought his serv-

ices into demand, and he has been heard not
only from the political stump but also from
the platform on many other occasions and
celebrations. It is said that during the past
ten years he has delivered more addresses
and speeches than any man in Sandusky
County.
Mr. Overmyer is exceptionally well in-

formed on sociological and economic subjects.

His interest in that line has brought him a

generous knowledge of the history of his home

county and his home state. For seven years
up to 1909 he served as secretary of the San-
dusky County Agricultural Society and has
alwajs been in close touch with the agricul-

tural element. He was secretary of the Ohio
Fair Managers Association in 1908 and has
been president of the Ohio Boys Fair Associa-
tion. From 1906 to 1909 he was clerk of the
horse and speed department of the State Fair.

Mr. Overmyer was twice elected city solic-

itor of Fremont, serving four years, from
1910 to 1914. In 1913 he was secretary of
the Croghan Centennial Commission, which
was organized to celebrate the hundredth an-
niversary of the brilliant defense by Lieu-
tenant Croghan of Fort Stephenson.
The Thirteenth Ohio District comprises the

counties of Wood, Seneca, Sandusky, Huron
and Erie. Mr. Overmyer entered the race
before the democratic primaries of August,
1914, and won tlje nomination by a large
plurality over three opponents. He was
elected- and served through the epoch making
Congress from 1915 to 1917 and is now serv-

ing in the special session of the sixty-fifth

congress, called by President Wilson to take
consideration of the critical problems involved
in this country's foreign relations.

Mr. Overmyer is a past exalted ruler of
Lodge No. 169, Benevolent and Protective Or-
der of Elks, and was representative to the
Grand Lodge at Atlantic City in 1911 and at

Portland, Oregon, in 1912. He is a member of

the Knights of Pythias and the Lutheran
Church. On June 17, 1903, at Ada, Ohio,

he married Nina Zelden Preston, daughter of

Robert L. and Elizabeth A. (Branstetter)

Preston. Mr. and Mrs. Overmyer have one
child, Richard Preston Overmyer, born De-
cember 14, 1904.

Edward Dukfee, secretary of the ^Marion

Building, Savings and Loan Company and
for many years secretary of the Huber jManu-
facturing Company, is one of the oldest living

native born citizens of Marion, Ohio. He is

descended from Thomas Durfee, who was a
native of England, came to America in 1660
and settled in the jMassachusetts Bay Colony.

The family located in this section of North-

west Ohio over eighty years ago. Mr. Dur-
fee 's principal acti-saties through his long

career have been in banking.

He was the first and only secretary the

Clarion Loan Company has ever had, and has

handled much of its business throughout the

twenty-nine years of its successful history.
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This is oue of the strongest building and loan
associations in the fState of Ohio. According
to a report at the close of its twenty-ninth
consecutive year of business its total assets

were approximately $1,6UO,000. In nearly
every year since it organized there has been a
substantial increase in assets, and the pros-

perity of the company and the service it ren-

ders have been steadily growing. The officers

of the company are: J. E. Waddell, presi-

dent; Frank A. Huber, vice president; Ed-
ward Durfee, secretary; and L. B. McNeal,
attorney.

Mr. Durfee was born at Marion, Ohio, Sep-

tember 14, 1836. He is a son of Gardner and
ilary (Sweetser) Durfee. His father was
born in Tiverton, Rhode Island, February 14,

1807, and died October 21, 1844. The mother,

also deceased, was born August 17, 1S13, in

Fort ^liller, Saratoga County, New York.

They were married at Delaware, Ohio. The
paternal grandfatln-r. (ianliier Durfee, was a

soldier in the Rcxdliitiiuiai y war and late in

life came to "Washumtoii ('..uiitv. Ohio. He
followed farming as his intivf .-ar.vr. The
maternal grandfather Swcctsci- dird young in

^Massachusetts and his widox^- subsequently

married a Mr. Huff. Gardner and Mary
Sweetser Durfee had four children. Only two
are now living, Edward and Eveline. Eve-

line, who now lives at Topeka, Kansas, is the

widow of Justin H. Bunker, who died during

the Civil war. Gardner Durfee was a whig
in politics. He was one of the pioneer set-

tlers of Marion, where he followed his trade

as a cabinetmaker until his death. He served

for some time as a member of the village coun-

cil. He and his wife were members of the

Methodist Cluireh.

Edward Durfee grew up in Marion, at-

tended the high school and learned the trade

of cabinetmaker. His experience in this me-

chanical trade was brief, since his talents were

better expressed in financial and practical

business. He was clerk in a hardware store

at Plymouth, Ohio, for a time and then re-

turned to ]\Iarion and became connected with

the Bank of Marion, which he served con-

tinuously for twenty-eight years, at first as

teller aiid afterwards as assistant cashier.

From the bank he went with the Marion

Building, Savings & Loan Company and has

gi-own old in the service of that splendid in-

stitution.

In June, 1861. Mr. Durfee married Mary
A. Short. She was a native of Massachusetts.

a daughter of Daniel Short, and she was fif-

teen years of age when she accompanied her
parents to Ohio. She died in October, 1903.
Mr. and Mrs. Durfee had three daughters,
Grace Pettingill Durfee, Florence Sweetser
Durfee, and Margaret I., who was born Sep-
tember 4, 1875, and died in October, 1889.
Grace and Florence were both educated in

the local high school and also in the Lasell
Seminary near Boston, Massachusetts. Grace
graduated from the seminary. Florence is

now assistant secretary of the Building and
Loan Association. Mr. Durfee attends the
Trinity Baptist Church, with which his daugh-
ters are identified as members of that church.
Mr. Durfee is a republican in politics. He
sei-ved one term as clerk of the city council.

W. G. Beayton, M. D. After a long career

of service as a physician and surgeon Doctor
Brayton is still active in his profession and
in business affairs at Carey. His name has
been idi'iitilicd with llic lu-ai'tiee of medicine
in Xd'lliwrst Ohid for i'lilly forty-four years.

Dni;tor I'.raytou represiiits a pioneer Ohio
family and colonial New England stock. He
was born on a farm three miles northeast of

Carey April 28, 1849, a son of William and
Margaret (Carr) Brayton. His paternal an-

cestry goes back to the Colony of Rhode Island
and the first name that appears in American
annals was that of Francis Brayton, who was
born in England in 1612 and came across the

ocean in 1643, settling at Portsmouth, Rhode
Island.' Several times he was honored with
the position of deputy to the General Court
and was a man of no mean distinction.

Doctor Brayton 's grandfather, Elijah Bray-
ton, was the founder of tlie family in Ohio.
In 1813, while the second war with Great
Britain was still in progi-ess, he migrated from
St. Albans, Vermont, driving horses and
wagon over tlie intervening stretch of wilder-

ness until he arrived in the vicinity of Nor-
walk, Ohio. There he took up land and cleared

it. In 1821 he moved to a farm four miles

east of Carey, in what was then Crawford
but is now Wyandot County. This was one
of the earliest recorded settlements in the

county. In 1825 his enterprise prompted him
to erect a grist and sawmill, and that was
one of the pioneer institutions. In 1831 he

sold out there and moved to Spriugville in

Seneea County, which was his home until

1861. His wife had died in the meantime
and he • spent his declining years with his

children at Carey, where he passed away in

1866. He was the father of eight children.
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four sons and four daughters, WiUiam being
the oldest. One of the sons, Matthew Brayton,

at the age of seven, while on a hunt for stray

cattle, became separated from his brothers

and was lost in the woods and was never again

heard from.

WiUiam Brayton, father of Doctor Brayton,
was for long years one of the substantial citi-

zens of Wyandot County. On the home farm
Dr. W. G. Brayton grew up in Crawford
Township, helped his father in the summer
seasons until he was sixteen and attended the

common schools. On leaving home he pur-

sued higher studies in Ohio Wesleyan at Dela-

ware for one terra, worked on a farm until

1868, then had another term in Wittenberg
College at Spriugtield, taught school in Pep-
permint Valley of Wj-andot County four
months, and in March, 1869, went west to

Northwestern Missouri, where he remained
until November, 1869. Doctor Brayton on re-

turning to Ohio rode all the way on horse-

back. He slept wherever night overtook him,

using his saddle for a pillow and covered him-
self with his blanket. Back in Ohio he again
worked on a farm for a time, and then came
to Carey, where he took up the study of medi-
cine with his uncle. Dr. Asa Brayton, a pioneer
physician of that community. In October,

1870, he entered the medical department of

the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, re-

mained and studied there two years, then
went to Cincinnati, where he studied physical

diagnosis in the Cincinnati Hospital and at-

tended lectures in the Miami Medical CoUege.
In March, 187.3, he graduated from the Medi-
cal College of Ohio at Cincinnati, and has
thus been qualified for the work of his pro-

fession forty-four years. In 1881 he attended
lectures at Belleview Medical College in New
York City.

After gi-aduating in medicine Doctor Bray-
ton married Susan Zuck, daughter of Charles
W. and Susan (Grindle) Zuck, of Carey. It

was her father who cleared the timber from
the land where the site of Carej' now stands.

After his marriage Doctor Bra.yton moved
to Arcadia and steadily practiced medicine
there for eighteen years. For the next four-

teen years he was located at Fostoria, with a

growing patronage and reputation as a most
capable physician and surgeon. In 1904 he
came back to his old home town of Carej' and
bought the drug business which for many
years had been conducted by his uncle, Dr.
Asa Brayton. This business he has continued
together with a general practice of medicine.

His services as a physician have been in de-
mand all over Wyandot County, and he is stiU
active, not yet being content to retire.

Doctor and J\Irs. Brayton had two children.
Charles W., the older, born July 14, 1876,
married in 1908 Gertrude Hart, daughter of

Silas and Elizabeth (Healy) Hart, of Nevada,
Ohio. Charles W. Brayton and wife have one
daughter, Margaret, born on New Year 's Day,
January 1, 1912. The second child of Doctor
Brayton is Genevre, born September 19, 1883.
She is now Mrs. F. D. Hurd, of Carey. Doctor
Brayton is a member in good standing of the
Ohio State and Northwest Ohio Medical so-

cieties.

George Eltweed Pomeroy, Jr., has for his

ancestry one of the most distinguished line-

ages in Northwest Ohio. His father, George
E. Pomeroy, was the founder of " Pomeroy 's

Letter Express," which was the original of
the express business of the country. His
American ancestry were among the earliest

members of the Plymouth Rock Colony. His
English ancestry leads back through a long
line of distinguished warriors and statesmen
to the Norsemen. Sir Radulphus De Pomeraie
of St. Sauveur de la Pomerai in Normandy,
chief of staff of William the Conqueror, was
the English progenitor. He took a prominent
part in the famous Battle of Hastings in 1066.

This head of a long line afterwards angli-

cized his name to Ralph de Pomeroy-. The
name Pomeroy has long been a noted one in

the southwestern counties of England. They
have been people of consequence there from
the time of the Noi-man Conquest. After the
Conquest immense estates in Devonshire were
granted to the founder of the family, and his

descendants maintained their feudal position

through centuries of strife.

In 1912 a "History and Genealogj^ of the

Pomeroy Family," compiled b.v Col. Albert
A. Pomeroy, was issued in two magnificent
volumes, wlaieh includes a complete list of all

the descendants of Eltweed Pomeroy, now in

the eleventh generation. Of the Pomeroy
Family Association. George Eltweed Pom-
eroy, Jr., is the treasurer and a member of

the executive committee.

The founder of the American branch of the

family was Eltweed Pomeroy. who emigrated
to America in the seventeenth century. Be-
fore coming to America he had become skilled

in the manufacture of guns. To the New
World he brought his knowledge and the tools

of his craft. Settling first at Dorchester,
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Massachusetts, he was offered a grant of 1,000
acres of land by the Massachusetts Bay Col-

ony if he would establish a gun factory in the

colony. Accepting this offer, a large plant
for that day was established and seven gener-

ations of the family followed the craft which
their ancestor established and in which he was
so proficient. One of the original anvils is

still in the possession of the family.

George Eltweed Pomeroy, the father of the

subject of this sketch, was born September
16, 1807, in Northampton, Massachusetts, and
was married to iliss Helen E. Robinson, also

of Puritan descent, in 1833. He came west in

1835 and settled first in Palmyra, Michigan,
where he engaged in milling. Returning to

Albany he inaugurated the original express

sei'V'ice of the United States. In 1811 the

route extended from Albanj^ to Buffalo and
Mr. Pomeroy himself made the first trip as

the pioneer express messenger in June, 1841.

The trips were made weekly at first by rail-

way and stage, parcels being carried in a car-

pet bag and a small trunk. The round trip

consumed eighty-four hours. The business

grew rapidlj' in favor among bankei's, for it

was much quicker than the mail service and
was deemed safer. Mr. Pomeroy is in posses-

sion of a strong letter of commendation from
some very important bankers who were his

patrons which he esteems vei-y highly. The
route was afterwards extended to New York
and other cities, and Thaddeus Pomeroy, a

brotlier, was admitted under the firm named
Pomeroy & Co. Daily trips were inaugurated
in 1842. A stamp was devised for the patrons

similar in size and form to those aftei*wards

used in the postal seiwiee, which was the first

postage stamp used in the United States. Two
five-cent stamps in black and blue, respec-

tively, and vermilion ten-cent stamps were
issued. The vignette was a handsome steel

portrait of a woman, surrounded by the words
" Pomeroy 's Letter Express," and above were
the words, "Free Stamp," and below, "20 for

$1.00." The firm was soon seriously embar-

rassed by law suits brought by the Govern-

ment, but the decisions of the courts were in

favor of the Pomeroy Company. In July,

1844, the following announcement appeared
in the Toledo Blade : "New Post Office, Post

Reduced. Pomeroy 's Daily Letter Express,

having been extended to this place, is now pre-

pared to carry letters at the following rates

:

From Toledo to Detroit and all lake points,

Buffalo included, 61 4 cents; to Batavia, Al-

bany, and New York, 12i/o cents ; to New Eng-

land points and Philadelphia, 18% cents."

The office was in a drug store at the corner
of Summit and Monroe streets. A floui'ishing

business was done for several years because
the rates were lower than those of the Govern-
ment at that time. Disposing of the business

to his brother, Mr. Pomeroy again went west,

settling at Clinton, ^Michigan, and established

the Detroit Tribune. In 1863 he engaged in

the real estate business in Toledo, where he
was very successful. He and his wife lived to

celebrate their golden wedding, iu 1883. The
husband passed to his eternal rest January
12, 1886, and Mi-s. Pomeroy lived with her

children until her death. May 25, 1895. Her
charity was broad and she was instrumental

in building churches in Palmyra, Clinton and
Toledo.

George Eltweed Pomeroj', Jr., was born
November 28, 1848, in Clinton, Michigan. His

youth was spent on his father's large farm
near there, and in 1895 he accompanied his

mother to Toledo, where the father was al-

ready established in business. He attended the

public schools in Clinton and also in Buffalo,

New York. Entering his father's real estate

office, he quickly became a valuable assistant.

He was active in systematizing his father's

rapidly increasing real estate business, and
was admitted as a member of the firm under
the title Geo. E. Pomeroy & Son, which name
was continued until his father's death. With
this thorough training he was well prepared

to take up the business and push it to still

greater success as the city developed. His
business acquaintances grew to be very large

until he is known in all the large cities of the

Ignited States, and has had a personal ac-

quaintance with many of the leading bankers

of London, Petrogi-ad, Vienna, the City of

ilexico, and also Halifax, Nova Scotia. For
a quarter of a century he was president of the

First National Bank of Bellevue, Ohio, during

which time the bank grew from a small insti-

tution until its assets exceeded $1,000,000.

He is a stockholder in the Second National

Bank of Toledo, and also a number of large

manufacturing concerns. He is still the

president of the. Geo. E. Pomeroy Co., the

largest and the oldest real estate firm in

Toledo.

Mr. Pomeroy has long given attention to

public affairs, believing that every citizen

qualified to do so should give one-third of his

time to the service of the state or the munici-

pality. He has been especially interested iu

the subject of taxation and was the first chair-
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mau of the National Tax Association and also

served in that capacity at the tenth annual
meeting of that body. The work of this asso-

ciation has been of great benefit to all the

states of the Union in working out their taxa-

tion problems. He has been appointed by the

governors of Ohio to represent the state at

many ooiifeioHL-es called for important busi-

ness consideration. One of these, that of the

trade relations between the United States and
Canada, and which failed in practical results,

lias now by the advent of war become possible

of accomplishment.
For several years he was president of the

Board of Sinking Fund Trustees, and has also

served as tax commissioner. In this work lie

made a thorough study of systems of taxation

and rendered extremely valuable service on
that commission. He is actively interested

in the several patriotic societies of -which he
is a member. He has served as governor of
tlie Society of Colonial Wars of Ohio, and is

also a iiiciulier of the New York society. He
lias been state president of the Sons of the
American Revolution of Ohio, and is also

a member of chapters of this society in ]\Iassa-

chusetts and New York City. He is a mem-
ber (if the Toledo Club and Toledo Commerce
(lull, the .Middle Bass Club, and the Castalia
Trout Club and the Ohio Society in New
York City. He has been president of the
Ohio State Board of Commerce for ten yeai-s,

and has been most active in the affairs of
this important organization of business men.
In politics he has always classed himself a
republican and in local affairs he has been
independent in his action. He is an active

member of the First-Westminster Presbj'-

terian Church, in whose welfare he has been
much interested. For a score of years he
has been president of the board of trustees.

Mr. Pomeroy was united in marriage to

Miss Hannah Matliilda Worthington, daugh-
ter of John T. Worthington, a native of Marj'-
land. who came to Toledo in 1876. She was
educated at St. Mary's Hall at Burlington,
New Jersey-, an Episcopalian institution. Her
father was for many years prominently
identified with large business interests in

Bellevue. She is a member of the Colonial
Dames and the Daughters of the Revolution.
Their home is at 806 Huron Street, which is a
treasure house of old and most interesting
books and paintings which have been handed
down for generations in the Pomeroy and
Worthington families.

Earl Benjamin Maxwell, M. D.,

work as a physician and surgeon has been ac-

corded increasing patronage and praise since

he located at Findlay, Ohio, has the attain-

ments and training of the thoroughly qualified

professional man.
He was born on a farm near Cornwallis,

West Virginia, February 22, 1887. He is of

Scotch and English stock. His people have
been in America for many generations and the

family tradition is that one of the ancestors

came to this country with William Penn.
There is also a family connection with the

noted Robert Morris, the financier of the revo-

lution. Doctor Maxwell is a son of John B.'

and Elma A. (Vernon) Maxwell, who when he
was one year old removed from West Virginia
to Findlay, Ohio. His father is a retired

farmer still living at Findlay and the mother
died in that city in 1912.

Doctor Maxwell was educated at Findlay,
graduating from high school in 1905. He then
spent one year in the Ohio State University in

the engineering course and he left college to

face the serious responsibilities of life without
sufficient training to qualify him for any
settled profession. After a time he began re-

porting for the Findlay Morning Republican,
and after two years worked for the Tribune
at South Bend, Indiana, where he was on the

staff" of that paper two years. After this ex-

perience in newspaper work Doctor Maxwell
entered the Pulte Medical College at Cleve-

land, where he pursued the course two
years, and from there entered th Boston
University jMedical School, from which he was
graduated Doctor of Medicine in 1915. He
also had two years of interne experience in the

Massachusetts Homeopathic Hospital at

Boston.

Doctor JMaxwell began practice at Van
Buren, Ohio, July 20, 1915, and located in

Findlay in the fall of 1917 where he is giving

his time and energies to his general practice.

He had to work hard in order to fit himself for

his profession and could not depend upon the

family for help through school. He was one
of fourteen children and eleven of them are

still living. Doctor ^Maxwell, who is unmar-
ried, is a member of the Pi Upsilon Rho
medical fraternity and belongs to the Elks
Lodge at Findlay. Politically he is a repub-
lican.

0. J. KisHLER has been in business at Tiffin

for many years, where, taking the services of
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his father, the name Kishler has been identi-

fied with the undertaking business for about
sixty years.

Mr. Kishler was born at Somerset in Perry
Couuty, Ohio, August 11, 1855. The family
have been mechanics as a rule, though at the
same time very competent business men.
Grandfather Frederick Kishler was born at

Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, and came to

Oliio in an early day. He was a carpenter by
trade. The maternal grandfather, Jacob
Wilcox, a native of Maryland, came in early

life to Ohio and was a wagon maker. He not
only made wagons but also did much repair-

ing on the /Old fashioned stage coaches that
went over the higlnvays in jiioneer times.

Frederick D. Kishler, father of 0. J., was
born at Tiffin and at the time of his death
was the oldest native son of that city. He
was born February 10, 1829, and died October
16, 1912, in his eighty-fourth year. His wife,

Catherine Wilcox, was born in Frederiektown.
Maryland, August 16, 1830, and died Novem-
ber 6, 1912. They were married at Tiffin

and of their two children 0. J. is the only
survivor. The parents were members of the

Methodist Episcopal Church and Frederick
Kishler was a Knight of Pythias and in poli-

tics usually voted independently. He was
elected on the democratic ticket as chief of

the fire department and member of the coun-

cil. By trade he was a cabinet maker and
gradually developed a furniture business, and
many articles of hand made furniture came
from his shop and were used in the homes
all around Tiffin. For over fifty-five years

he was actively engaged in the undertaking
business and in time he became a well-to-do

citizen. He always took much interest in

church affairs.

0. J. Kishler was educated in the Tiffin

High School, and his first employment was as

a stationai'y engineer. He also learned elec-

trical engineering. In 1900 he gave up his

trade and entered the same business in which
his father had been so long engaged and has

been continuously located at the same old

stand.

In 1882 Mr. Kishler married Matilda Kin-

zer, a native of Seneca County and a daughter

of Gottlieb Kinzer, a native of Germany. Mr.
Kinzer w:is a farmer in Seneca County. Mr.
and Mrs. Kisldor have two children. Aleta is

the wife of W. J. Warner, now superintendent

in the woodworking department of tlie State

Roformatorv at Mansfield. ^Ir. and Mrs.

Warner have one child, William. Fred C,
the only son, is in the electrical department of
the Ohio Light and Power Company. He
married Leota Edwards, and they have one
child, Helen May.

ilr. and Mrs. Kishler are members of the
Methodist Protestant Church. Fraternally he
is affiliated with the Fraternal Order of
Eagles, the Maccabees, the Knights of Pythias
and the Owls. In national affairs he votes
the democratic ticket, but supports the man
rather than the party on local issues.

EDVsrARD Hammond Cadt. Thirty years
ago Edward H. Cady was a bank clerk in

Cleveland. There has been a steady progress
in his destiny and one heavy responsibility

has succeeded another upon his shoulders, un-
til now, among other positions, he is president
of The Guardian Trust & Savings Bank of
Toledo, and a director and officer in half a
dozen other large coi-porations.

The Guardian Trust & Savings Bank of
Toledo is one of the most solid financial insti-

tutions of Northern Ohio and has a capital

and surplus of $400,000. It has a savings
department, paying 4 per cent interest,

has a general banking department offering

facilities to the biisiness public found in every
first class banking house in the country^, and
it also has a trust department, with facilities

for the management and administration of

estates and trust funds. A special trust com-
mittee co-operates with the board of directors

in control of all estate trusts, and the trust

funds are surrounded with every feature of

security, maximimi income consistent with
safety, and regularity of benefit and service.

Edward Hammond Cady was born at

Cleveland, November 23, 1866. His father,

Seth Minard Cady, was a son of George Cady
of Pomfret, Connecticut. Seth M. Cady, now
deceased, was for nearly forty years engaged
in business at Cleveland, and followed ditfer-

ent lines of activity there. The maiden name
of his wife was Amelia L. Read, daughter of

George Read of Cairo, New York.
It was in the City of Cleveland that Edward

H. Cady spent his early youth and received

his education. His schooling came from the

public institutions of Cleveland, and when
still very A'oung he started out to earn his

way on his own responsibility. In 1881. at

the asce of fifteen, he was clerk in the Motive
Power Department of the C. C. C. & St. L.

Railwav at Cleveland. A few vears of this
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experience and he became identified with
banking, a business which he has never aban-

doned.
It was in 1885 that Mr. Cady became a

clerk in the Ohio National Bank of Cleveland.

In 1889 his services went to the Union Na-
tional Bank of that city. In 1900 he was
made assistant cashier of the Union National
Bank, and in 1906 he was promoted to cashier

of the Ohio Savings Bank & Trust Company
of Toledo. Thus for ten years Mr. Cad.y has
been identified with Toledo banking, and has
reached his eminent position through his as-

sociations with this city. In 1912 he was
made vice president of the Ohio Savings Bank
& Trust Company, and in 1914 he became
president of The Guardian Trust & Savings
Bank.

In addition to this post of responsibility,

Mr. Cady is president of the Louisville Home
Telephone Company of Louisville, Kentuckj',

is vice president of the Continental Sugar
Company of Toledo, is treasurer of the Toledo
Factories Company, and is seeretaiy of the

Fifty Association Company.
He was formerly president of the old

Toledo Chamber of Commerce, now the To-
ledo Commerce Club. He is a member of

the Toledo Club, the Toledo Automobile Club,
the Country Club, the Hermit Club of Cleve-

land, and belongs to the Unitarian Church.
On September 28, 1899, at New York City

Mr. Cady married Emma Page Watson,
daughter of Albert Watson. They have two
children : Watson Chichester Cady and Su-
zanne Morgan Cady.

Hon. Charles F. Close, present judge of
the Common Plea.s Court at Upper Sandusky,
was born at Nevada, Ohio, in 1882, thirty-five

years ago, a son of James T. and Loraine S.

Close.

Judge Close is a graduate of the public

schools of Upper Sandusky, and subsequently
became a legal reporter and followed that

occupation all over the state. In the mean-
time he studied law, was admitted to the bar
in 1906, and at once established himself in

the practice at Upper Sandusky. He was
elected prosecuting attorney of Wyandot
County on 'ihe democratic ticket in 1910 and
served two terms. He was formerly chairman
of the Democratic County Executive Com-
mittee.

January 1, 1915, Judge Close became Com-
mon Pleas judge for the regular six year

term, having been elected thereto the preced-
ing November.

In 1911 he married Helen Hare, a daugh-
ter of Cyrus D. and Mary M. Hare of Upper
SanduslQ^. They have one son, Daniel B.
Close.

Hon. Brand Whixlock. Northwest Ohio
has produced some very eminent citizens. It is

in no disparagement of their careers and their

work to say that none has proved a more
conspicuous force and figure in modern life

and times than Brand Whitlock, nevv.spaper re-

porter, author, lawyer and four times mayor
of Toledo, for his services as United States

ambassador to Belgium.
The history of Northwest Ohio would be

open to serious criticism did it not contain a
sketch of his career. But to write a satis-

factory sketch is an impossibility, partly be-

cause he is only forty-seven years old and is

right now making history as rapidly as any
individual American, and partly also because
he has written, in a style already familiar to

hundreds of thousand of readers, the enter-

taining story of his life and time in his book
"Forty Years of It" published in 1914,

shortly after he went to Belgium.
A few words should be said of his ancestry.

The Whitlocks came to America from England
in the early part of the seventeenth century,

their first home being in Massachusetts, but in

subsequent generations they lived in New
Jersey and in various states of the South. On
the maternal side he is descended from the

Brands of Kentucky and Talbots of Virginia.

The Brands came from Scotland where for

generations they lived in Forfarshire, not far

from the City of Dundee. The emigrant
was a Jacobite exile and located in Virginia.

Mr. Whitlock 's maternal grandfather Major
Joseph G. Brand was a Kentucky slave holder

who emancipated his slaves, and on moving to

Ohio became one of the early abolitionist

leaders. His connection with the last fugitive-

slave case, the rescue of the negro Ad White,

is set forth in "Howe's Historical Collections

of Ohio," in Volume I and is also mentioned
bv William Dean Howells in his "Stories of

Ohio."
The parents of Mr. Whitlock were Rev. Dr.

Elias D. and Mallie (Brand) Whitlock. His
father was a minister of the Methodist Church,
and in the book already referred to Mr. Whit-
lock has much to say of his early home life and
of some of the incidents which left their

strongest impressions upon his youthful char-
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acter. When he was fifteen, in 1884, his father

removed to Toledo. He gained his early edu-

cation in the public schools and by private

tuition, and in 1887, at the age of eighteen,

began his work as a newspaper reporter at

Toledo. In 1890 he went to Chicago, where
he worked as a reporter and political writer

for the Chicago Herald, with frequent assign-

ments to report party conventions and the

proceedings of the Illinois Legislature. In

Chicago he became closely associated with the

notable group of newspaper men, including

Finley Peter Dunne (Mr. Dooley), Opie
Read, Alfred Henry Lewis, Frederick Upham
Adams, George Ade, Ben King, Wallace Rice,

John T. McCuteheon, Arthur Henry and
others.

In 1893 he was appointed to a position in

the office of the Secretary of State at Spring-

field, under the administration of Gov. John
P. Altgeld, and he remained at the Illinois

capital until 1897. As Mr. Whitlock says in

"Forty Years of It" his experiences at

Chicago and in Springfield enabled him to

realize, at first hand, the glaring faults of the

old social, industrial and political regime, and
undoubtedly formulated in him those views

of the new democracy which he so faithfully

exemplified in his later political career.

In the meantime he had applied himself

to the study of law, and at Springfield com-

pleted his studies under the late Senator John
ISl. Palmer. On June 14, 1894, he was ad-

mitted to the bar and early in June, 1897,

returned to Toledo, where he was admitted to

the Ohio bar and engaged actively in practice

until his appointment as United States ilin-

ister to Belgium. As a lawyer he was the

senior member of the well known firm of Whit-

lock, Burtsiield & Milroy, Mr. Milroy being

now mayor of Toledo.

Before his admission to the bar Mr. Whit-

lock was a frequent contributor of short stories

to magazines, and for many years the reading

public has been familiar with his stories, poems
and essays. A great host of readers knew him
as an author who were perhaps entirely un-

familiar with his identity as a lawj'er and
leading figure in the political life of Toledo.

His first book, "The Thirteenth District,"

which made its appearance in 1902, was pro-

nounced by former President Grover Cleve-

land to be the best political novel ever

published. This was followed in the Spring of

1904 by "Here Infinite Variety," and in the

fall of the same year he published "The
Happy Average." All three novels were

widely read, but a still more important work
was '

' The Turn of the Balance,
'

' published in

March, 1907, which created a sensation. This

book deals with the methods of treating crim-

inals in the United States, and is an indict-

ment of the entire legal procedure of American
courts in the punishment of crime. Some who
have read it do not hesitate to declare that it

marked the beginning of a revolution in deal-

ing with the criminal classes. In January,

1909, Mr. Whitlock's "Life of Abraham
Lincoln" appeared as one of the Beacon
Biography Series. Still later books are :

'

' The
Gold Brick," 1910; "On the Enforcement of

Law in Cities," a monogi-aph, issued in book

form in 1913, and previously published in

1910; "The Fall Guy," 1912; and "Forty
Years of It," already mentioned, 1914. It

should also be mentioned that Mr. Whitlock

had begun another novel, the scene of which

was laid in his native state of Ohio and the

stoi-y breaks ofi: in the middle of chapter eight.

Mr. Whitlock became minister to Belgium
partly to be relieved of political and profes-

sional duties at home and also to have the

leisure for finishing his book. Every one

knows why he did not find the leisure to write

a book after he reached Belgium.

In Toledo politics Mr. Whitlock identified

himself largely with the municipal and social

policies of "Golden Rule" Jones, and he be-

came the logical successor to Mayor Jones as

a leader of the independent and reform move-

ment in municipal afi'airs. In 1905 he was

elected mayor of Toledo on an independent

ticket against four other candidates, and was

re-elected under similar conditions in 1907,

1909 and 1911. He declined a nomination for

a fifth term. Of his administration little can

be said that is not already known. His was

the course of a fearless and independent execu-

tive, guided by an ideal, that ideal being repre-

sented by the whole welfare of the city and its

people regardless of partisanship, cliques and

class influences.

On December 2, 1913, President Wilson ap-

pointed Brand Whitlock as minister to Bel-

gium. Two years later he returned to America

for a brief and much needed rest. Probably

no local citizen ever had such a greeting

and demonstration of affection and admira-

tion as were paid to Mr. Wliitlock when he

arrived in Toledo after a long motor trip from

Washington. Ever since the outbreak of the

great European war Minister Whitlock has

been the foremost American on the continent.

Needless to say, it would be impossible now
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to describe his work in unhapp.y Belgium. In
all the news dispatches and editorials in Amer-
ican and foreign newspapers, there has been
remarkable unanimity in the praise of his

steadfast courage, his fidelity, self-imposed, to

the people of Belgium, and his undeviating
stand for humanity and justice. When the

seat of Belgium's government was removed to

Havre he chose to remain in Brussels in order
to give his direct assistance to the stream of

American tourists who were struggling to get

out of the war-ridden country. In the mean-
time the envoys of France, Great Britain and
Russia departed, and he was directed by
W^ashington to take over their diplomatic af-

fail's. Thus he became acting minister for

three other countries besides his own, and in a
short time even the German envoy withdrew
and left the Imperial legation in charge of his

colleague from Toledo.

Of the hundreds of tributes that have ap-
peared in the press, perhaps the one that may
most appropriately be quoted here is that
which appeared in the Philadelphia North
American, from which a few paragraphs may
be quoted:
"The young minister forgot his literary

work, forgot his health, forgot everything but
the misery and terror that surged around him
and the opportunity he had to make the mes-
sage of the flag that waved over the legation a

reality. His tireless energy and common sense
reduced the relief work to an efScient system,
and the commissioners who finally took charge
had only to develop his plans. His unfailing
courtesy and cheerfulness inspired all with
whom he came in contact. His steady counsel
alloyed alike the agitation of panic and the
impulses of outraged patriotism.
"Belgium public men came to rely upon his

judgment almost as implicitly as the despair-
ing refugees upon his gentleness and solici-

tude. It was in response to his urging that
the municipal authorities abandoned the idea
of defending the city and so saved Bru.ssels

from the horrors of a bombardment. Before
the invaders entered his intervention saved
scores of Germans from the menace of public
hostility; and after the occupation he was as
energetic in persuading the citizens against
defying military law. '

'

The editorial then quotes the words of the
secretary of the Belgium Legation in Wash-
ington : "There are two great men in

Belgium today—King Albert and Brand
Wliitlock. All over Belgium I heard glorify-
in sr words of tribute. He is hailed throughout

our land as the saviour of the people. He
opened a way for their relief when such a way
seemed impossible, and he did it while preserv-
ing the strictest neutrality. It was a feat in

diplomacy. It was a greater act of humanity. '

'

"The explanation of Whitlock's triumph,"
continues the North American, "is simple
enough. He is a man of intelligence and
force ; he has honesty, wisdom, strength, cour-
age and indomitable sense of justice and a
deep unswerving passion for humanity. He is

a democrat by instinct, by education, by con-

viction. The brotherhood of man is to him
more than a phrase ; it is a creed ; and he lives

up to it every day of his life. He was in

Brussels exactly what he is in Toledo. Poli-

ticians have sneered at him as ' another Golden
Rule mayor'; but a nation pays him tribute as

a Golden Rule diplomat, and the world will

hold him in honor when the names of great
soldiers are forgotten.

"One other thing stands out clearly from
his record. Just as his Americanism never
faltered, so his regard for justice and for hu-
manity never compromised or surrendered.
Undeviatingly neutral in his official course, he
never aspired to be 'neutral in thought' upon
the issues of human rights and the appeal of
human suffering."

While living in Springfield, Illinois, Mr.
Whitlock married, June 8, 1895, Miss Ella
Brainerd, a niece of Senator John M. Palmer.
For more than twenty years ilrs. Whitlock has
been her hu.sband's chief aid and counselor,

not only at home, but in the complex duties
and responsibilities which have engaged him
during that time. She was with him con-
stantly in Brussels, and no small share of the
enthusiasm from the great assemblage in

Toledo in December, 1915, was designed for
Mrs. Whitlock.

IVIr. Whitlock is a member of many literary

and other organizations, including the Na-
tional Institute of Arts and Letters, the Poetry
Society of America, the Authors League of

America and is a member of the Toledo, the
Toledo Country and the Inverness clubs at

Toledo and of other similar organizations in

other cities.

Lester V. McKessox. A soldier whose
courage and fidelity were tested through more
than seventy battles of the Civil war, a manu-
facturer and business man for half a cen-
tury, a leader in temperance and other civic

welfare movements, Lester V. McKesson en-

joys a distinctive- place am.ong the citizens of
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Toledo, where lie has had his home for the
past twenty yeai-s.

A native of Ohio, he was born at Enter-
prise near Milan in Erie County, July 20,

1842, and has recently rounded out three-
quarters of a century of useful and houored
existence. His parents were Isaac and Zorada
J. (Hunt) McKesson. While his father's life

was spent in the quiet vocation of farming,
he was a man of splendid capacity for public
leadership. At one time he filled the oflice of

county commissioner iu Erie County and in

that capacity had charge of much public work.
He was colonel of militia during the Civil war
and rendered important services in the rais-

ing of troops in the county. He was a thor-

oughly loyal American, and the same maj' be

said of his good wife and their daughters, who
assisted and kept the home farm going while

the father and sou were engaged iu public

affairs or away in the armj-. The father lived

to the advanced age of ninetj'-two and always
retained good health.

Lester V. McKesson grew up in a home of

ideals but received a limited education. He
was a student in Baldwin University at Berea
in the spring of 1861 when the gTeatest crisis

in the country's history arose. On April 21,

1861, a week after the fall of Fort Sumter.
he left college to enlist in Company E, Eighth
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, at Sandusky. His
seiwice as a soldier was continuous through-
out the entire war. He was promoted to

second lieutenant and in the battle of the

Wilderness M'as shot through the right

shoulder. Some years ago a handsome medal
was presented to him as a small tribute from
a grateful people to his good work as a soldier,

and the inscription on this medal reads as

follows: "Token of Honor from the citizens

of Sandusky, Ohio, for three yeai-s distin-

guished service in the United States Ai-my
from 1861 to 1864. Winchester, Antietam,

Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg,

Wilderness, Spottsylvania, Cold Harbor,
Petersburg and sixty-five other engagements."

After the war Mr. McKesson purchased and
operated the Union Bending Works and saw-

mill at Collins in Huron County. Later he

was in the same business at Clarksville, Ten-

nessee. In 1898 he removed to Toledo and
has since been in the real estate business,

being now president of the McKesson-Cone
Real Estate Company. This is one of the

largest firms in Toledo real estate circles.

]\rr. McKesson also bought a controlling in-

terest in the Standard Steel Tube Company.

but sold his holdings to George B. Storer,
who IS now owner and operator of the plant.

jMr. ;\IcKesson owns considerable valuable real

estate iu Toledo.
Wiiile in Huron County he filled the office

of township treasurer of Townsend Township
and also as postmaster at Collins. While
these were comparatively unimportant of-

fices, yet they indicate the esteem in which a
man is held hy his neighbors and fellow citi-

zens. Politically he has generally su^jported
the republican party and candidates, but five

years ago he followed Roosevelt iu the progres-
sive movement because of the broad program
for human welfare adopted by that party, and
he has always been proud of this variation

in his political allegiance.

Reference has been made above to his leader-

ship in the temperance cause. That work has
received his active support since early man-
hood. He has steadfastl.y labored for all laws
and movements looking to a restriction and
prohibition of the liquor traffic, and for many
years has been treasurer of and an active

worker in the Toledo District of the Anti-
Saloon League—iu fact one of the mainstays
of that organization.

From early manhood his affiliations have
been with the Methodist Episcopal Church
and he is now an official member of the Ep-
worth Methodist Episcopal Church at Toledo,

being very active in and a liberal contributor

to the new church. Often he has filled Metho-
dist pulpits as a lay preacher. He is director

and treasurer of the Toledo Young Men's
Christian Association and has been very help-

ful in forwarding the work of that splendid

institution. Mr. McKesson is a member of

the Toledo Commerce Club. These few out-

standing points in his long career indicate

Mr. IMcKesson's complete sympathy with and
active leadership in all movements looking

toward the upbuilding of the city both ma-
terially and from the moral standpoint. In

such enterprises he was always one of the

first men solicited, and has in proportion to

his time and means given generously.

At Sandusky, Ohio, in April, 1866, Mr. Mc-

Kesson married Harriet A. Fisher, daughter

of Benjamin S. Fisher of Sandusky. Mrs.

IMcKesson died at Clarks^^lle, Tennessee. For
his second wife he married IMary W. Lock-

wood, widow of James C. Loekwood, a wealthy

vessel owner and banker of ]\Iilan. Ohio. Mrs.

McKesson died in Toledo January 21, 1914,

leaving an onlv son, Jav C. Loekwood. In
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Marcli, 1915, Mr. McKesson married Mrs.
Agnes C. Wilcox.

Mr. McKesson 's children are three in num-
ber: Jennie E., Carrie M. and George L.

Jennie E. lives at home with her father and
is principal of one of Toledo 's schools. Carrie

is the wife of Dr. John W. Brandau, a lead-

ing physician of Clarksville, Tennessee. The
son George L. was for ten years business di-

rector of Toledo public schools and is now vice

president of the Haughtou Elevator Company
of Toledo. While connected with the school

system he had control of millions of i:)ublic

funds and always handled them subject to the

strictest tests of counting and had the entire

confidence of the school board and public, re-

ceiving many compliments for his work.
George L. McKesson married Fannie Kapp,
daughter of George J. Kapp, a prominent
Toledo business man.

J. M. Zeigler is a miller and grain man at

Bucyrus, and with that industry he has been
identified since early manhood, his father hav-
ing been a miller before him.

G. K. Zeigler was vice president and a mem-
ber of the board of directors of the Second
National Bank of Bucyrus, Ohio, and a mem-
ber of the firm of Zeigler & Company, pro-

prietors of the JIain Street Mills. He was one
of the older business men of this city, where
he remained active in the milling industry
with which he has been long associated. He
was born in Montgomery County, Pennsyl-
vania, December 4, 1834, and was a son of

Abraham and Rachel (Krouse) Zeigler. He
died in 1913.

G. K. Zeigler had few educational opportu-
nities in youth and the whole period of his

school attendance was covered by a part of

one winter session. When he was nineteen
years of age he left the farm and became an
apprentice in a mill at Perkiomien, Pennsyl-
vania, where he proved so apt in learning de-

tails and methods that within a year he was
made foreman, and in two years he made a
grinding record, 42,000 bushels of grain hav-
ing been passed by him through his hopper.
In the summer of 185.5 he came to Bloomville,
Ohio, and was in the employ of Simon Koller.

a well known miller there, for six months,
when he went back to Pennsylvania. There be
was induced to embark in tlie dry goods busi-

ness, but as he was entirely without experi-
ence in that line, he lost his entire investment.
He took a practical view of the matter and
knowing that he could succeed at mill work.

he returned to Crawford County, Ohio, and
secui'ed work in a mill at New Washington.
Fifteen months later he came to Bucyrus,
where he was employed by a I\Ir. McClain for

more than two years, and for the next two
years had charge of the Honey Creek MiUs,
and then returned to Mr. Koller, where he re-

mained for three years. By this time Mr.
Zeigler had established a reputation as a very
competent miller and he was anxious to go
into business for himself, this resulting in a
partnership with Mr. Koller and they con-

ducted a mill for five years, afterward pur-
chasing and operating the Honey Creek Mills.

Mr. Zeigler 's next move was to go into busi-

ness with Mr. KoUer at Napoleon, Ohio, where
they not only conducted mills but also built an
elevator at a cost of $10,000. In April, 1876,

Ml'. Zeigler returned to Bucyrus and became
proprietor of the Main Street Mills, where the

capacity is 150 barrels of flour per day, and
since 1877 these mills have been continuously

operated by Zeigler & Company and the en-

terprise is one of large importance in this

section.

Mr. Zeigler was married in 1857 to Miss
Ann M. Koller, who was born in Seneca
County, Ohio, and three children were born
to them. Mr. Zeigler had never been active in

polities but was a democrat in his political

convictions, and his vote as an honest and
well-meaning, law-abiding citizen was always
to be counted on. He could recall many
changes in the methods of milling, his mem-
ory going back to the old water-wheel mill

race mill, until the time of his death, when he
could show interested visitors his own plant

where the latest improved complicated mill

machinery was more easily governed, working
like clock-work under steam power. This mill

is now operated by gas engine power.

J. M. Zeigler, son of Garrett K. and Ann M.
(Koller) Zeigler, was born in Bucyrus, July

2, 1880, and graduated from the Bucyrus
High School in 1898. He then took a business

course in a business college at Toledo and re-

turned to Bucyrus to assist his father in the

mill. He was employed in the mill from 1900

to 1904, when he acquired a third interest in

a mill at Nevada, Ohio, and the ne.xt four

years he went back and forth to Bucyrus every

"day to look after the Nevada mill. In 1909

he became a partner in the Bucyrus mill, and
since his father's death has given his chief

attention to this business. He also owns an

elevator at Nevada, the old mill there having

been dismantled. The Zeigler mills are noted
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for their high class products, and the flour is

shipped from here to supply the trade over a
radius of a hundred miles. Mr. Zeigler, who
is unmarried and lives at home, is a member
of the English Lutheran Church and in poli-

tics a democrat.

James Andrew Knapp has beeu one of the

live and enterprising business factors at

Marion for many years. He is a native of

that city, and represents an old and tried

and true family of this section of Northwest
Ohio.

He was born at Marion Januarj^ 19, 1853,

a son of John R. and Lydia (Lybarger)

Kuapp. His gi-andfather, William Knapp,
served in the Revolutionary war from the

Province of New York. Jacob Knapp, brother

of William, was a member of that gallant com-
pany under Ethan Allen which made the his-

toric capture of Ticonderoga. Jacob and five

of his sons were soldiers in that struggle for

independence. In the maternal line Mr.
Knapp is a gi-andson of Andrew Lybarger,

who was born in Pennsylvania and tortk his

family to Coschoctou County, Ohio, in 1807,

his being the fifth family of white people in

the county. He was a tanner by trade, con-

ducted a tannery at Coshocton, and subse-

quently conducted a similar business in Knox
Comity, Ohio, which was first operated by

him and later by his son. Andrew Lybarger

married Naomi Thompson, daughter of James
Thompson, who was born in the North of Ire-

land, came to America, settled in New Jersey,

at MoiTistown, Morris County. James Thomp-
son enlisted as a private, Captain James Max-
well 's Company, Colonel Israel Shreve's Sec-

ond Regiment, New Jersey Continental Line,

February 1, 1777; taken prisoner May 26,

1780; received pension of five dollars per

month beginning April 10, 1783, for disability

(loss of an eye) received while serving in the

Second Regiment, New Jersej^ Continental

Line. Received from the United States land

Avarrant No. 8776, dated June 2, 1797.

John R. Knapp, father of James A., was
bora in Canandaigua, New York, July 27,

1787, and died March 8, 1864. His wife was
bom in Bedford County, Pennsylvania, May
21, 1807, and died January 23, 1896. They
were married in Knox Coiuity, Ohio. John
R. Knapp came to Ohio in 1835 and followed

his trade as blacksmith at Big Island and
about 1840 moved to Marion. For a number
of years he held the office of postmaster and
justice of the peace at Marion. He was

postmaster there when Marion was connected
with the outside world only by stage coaches.
He had seen active service during his early
youth in the War of 1812, with a company of
New York state troops commanded by Cap-
tain Noble. In matters of religion he was a
Hard Shell Baptist, was a Mason and a demo-
cratic voter. His wife was a Methodist. They
had ten children, three daughters and seven
sous. Two of the sons, Jacob and William,
were Union soldiers, Jacob being major of
artillery and William cajstain of cavalry.
One of the sons, John R. Knapp Jr., estab-

lished the Mirror newspaper at Marion and
also the Ci-awford County Forum, the latter

still retaining the name given by its

founder. The name of the Mirror was sub-
sequently changed to the Tribune. This John
R. Knapp was also clerk of courts, -was a
leading democrat, had served in the Civil war
in Company H of the Fourth Ohio Infantry
as assistant quartermaster, and he died at

Washington while an employee in the pension
department. Another son, Russell, was long
an active newspaper man.
James Andrew Knapp, the only surviving

child of his parents, grew up and received his

early education in the public schools of
Marion. Wliile attending school he also car-

ried the weekly newspaper issued in the town
and spent several summers working on a
farm. His parents were not wealthy people
and he began life on his own responsibility at

an early age. He was only eleven j'ears old

when his father died. As he looks back over
his experiences he finds the hardest work he
ever did M'as one sumnaer spent in a bi-iek-

yard, where there was no modern machinery
or equipment and nearly everything was done
by hard manual toil. During that summer's
work he carried 3,000 briek every day.

After that he learned the harnes.s mak-
ing trade and worked at it sixteen years in

the shop of Thomas Jefi'erson McGruder.
Another ten years he was employed by Wil-

liam Fies in the undertaking business, and
from that he engaged in business for himself

as an insurance man with M. and J. Waddell
under the firm name of Waddell & Knapp.
In 1907 he bought out the interest of Mr.

John E. Waddell and in 1911 bought the

interest of the other partner, and his office

is now under the firm name of James A.

Knapp & Sons. They handle all the depart-

ments of insurance, including life, accident,

fire liability, automobile, bonding, etc. It is
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one of the leading general insurance agencies

in Marion County.

In 1876 Mr. Knapp married Rosetta

Taveuner. She was born in Loudoun County,

Virginia, a daughter of George and Elizabeth

Tavenner, who on coming to Ohio settled

first in Hardin County and afterwards in

Knox County, where her father was a farmer.

Mr. and Mrs. Knapp have a family of seven

children, verj' capable young people, all of

them rising "in the world. The daughter

Mary, the oldest child, is the wife of Frank C.

Hughs, a clothing merchant at ]\larion, and

they have one daughter, Mary. James Wil-

liam, the oldest son, is in the furniture busi-

ness at Zanesville, Ohio, and by his marriage

to Anna Lincoln, has three children named
James Lincoln, "William Andrew and Eliza-

beth Ann. George B., business partner

with his father, but now at Camp Sherman,

Chillieothe, Ohio, holds commission of Cap-

tain of Battalion of the 330th Regiment of In-

fantry. He married Edna DeWolf and has a

daughter, Virginia. Frank M., also in busi-

ness with his father, married Bessey Peavey.

Rosetta is the wife of Frank Elliott, a

draftsman at Barberton, Ohio. Lydia Eliza-

beth is the wife of Walter S. Guthrie, a book-

keeper for the firm of Knapp & Sons. Their

two children are Mai-y Elizabeth and John
Andrew. Wallace Leroy, the y(iuiii;est child,

is employed by a firm of rdiitracturs for the

building of elevated railways in Brooklyn,

New York. He married June Wagner.
The mother of these children died in Sep-

tember, 1903. The family are members of

the Metliiiili^ F,iiisc(i|ial Cliiircli. Mr. Knapp
is proiiiiii.Mii ill Alasiiiu'N-. liis at'liliatioiis being

with .Marion Lodge No. 70. Free <ind Accepted

Masons, Marion Chapter No. 62, Royal Arch
Masons, Marion Council No. 22, Royal and
Select Masters. Clarion Commandery No. 36.

Kniglits 'l'e;npb\i-s. with Scioto Consistory of

the Seotlisli Rite and with Aladdin Temple
of the .Mystic Shrine and Achbar Grotto No.

31. He is past master, past high priest, past

thrice illustinous master and past commander
in the different Masonic bodies at jMarion.

Politically Mr. Knapp is a stanch republican.

For a number of years he was actively con-

nected with the Marion Fire Department,
part of the time as assistant chief and after-

wards as chief, and for two years was director

of safety of the city. Many years of hard
work have bi'ought him a most desirable de-

gree of business prosperity. He has employed
some of his means to indulge his fancy for

travel, and has been all over the United
States, having spent several winters in Cali-

fornia, Florida and Cuba, and part of one
summer in the Canadian Northwest.

William Shafer, proprietor of the Stude-
baker Salesrooms and Garage at Upper San-
dusky, has made the automobile business his

work and profession since early youth. He
knows it in every detail, as a mechanical ex-

pert as well as a salesman, and is doing well
in his present establishment at Upper San-
<lusky.

ilr. Shafer was born near Upper Sandusky
in 1896, son of Clinton and Mary (Courtad)
Shafer. Mechanical ability has always been
a strong characteristic in the Shafer family,

though his parents lived on a farm for some
years. When William was eight years old

they came to Upper Sandusky and he grew
up in this city acquiring his education in the

public schools. He had one year of instruc-

tion in the high school when at the age of

fifteen he left to go to work for H. H. Chri.st-

well to learn the automobile business. He
spent two years with him and then for a

year and a half was employed by an automo-
bile sales company in Toledo. Having prac-

tically mastered most of the details of the

business he then returned to Upper Sandusky
and spent two years with the J. C. McBeth
Garage. His next employment was at De-
troit for the Studebaker corporation. This

company sent him on the road as "trouble

man" and in that capacity he traveled all

over tlie East for a year and a half.

All this time ilr. Shafer was looking

steadily ahead, saving his money, and in 1917

he returned to his home city and bought a

garage on Wyandot Street. He already has

a good business and is handling the couuty
agency for the Studebaker ears and the local

agency for the Maxwell ear. He also does all

kinds of repairing and is able to furnish an

expert service in this line because he is per-

sonally familiar with all the details of auto-

mobile construction.

In March, 1917, Mr. Shafer married Gladys
Heilman, daughter of George and Gertrude

(Corrigan) Heilman, a family of farming
people at Bei-wick, Seneca County. Mr. and
Mrs. Shafer are members of St. Peter's Catha-

lie Church. He is a democrat in politics.

Fray A. Robertson of Tontogany has that

enviable ability which has enabled him to

handle many affairs and each one well and
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with profit to himself and service to the com-
munity. Mr. Robertson has built up his pros-

perity largely as a successful manager of

agricultural enterprise, but is also a banker.
Since 1913 he has been with Dr. H. J. Johns-
ton as partner and they are proprietors of the
leading automobile agency and garage at

Tontogany. They have a large and well

equipped plant, including machine shop,

garage, and storage and warehouse. The main
building is 40 by 160 feet, with an addition

40 by 40 feet on another street. This firm

handles the agency for the Ford, Dodge and
Hupmobile cars and has sold hundreds of

these makes over an extensive territory.

Mr. Robertson is of an old and prominent
family of Wood County. He was born in

Middletou Township September 21. lsfi5. His
father and grandfather were iiati\rs of the

Highlands of Scotland. His grandr.-iilin' was
a wealthy Scotcluuan and came tn llu' liiilrd

States for the purpose of buyiiiji- .Insry Island

oft" the coast of New York. Alxnit ihat tinn'

an English bank in which he had ."iiyO.UUO de-

posited failed completely and left him nearly
stranded in America. He pulled himself

together, came out to Haskins in Wood
County, reared a family, lived well and died

one of the most respected citizens of that com-
munity. He had the distinction of building

one of the first log cabins on Hull's Prairie

near Haskins, where he cleared up a home
from the wilderness.

Amealius Robertson, father of Fray A., was
a young man when he accompanied his parents

to Wood County. He had a brother Dr. James
Robertson who was one of the pioneer physi-

cians of Wood County. During an epidemic

of cholera he and Doctor Peck of Perrysburg
devoted themselves to the many victims of the

disease and Doctor Robertson himself was
stricken with the scourge and died when in

the prime of life. Amealius Robertson mar-
ried Marjorie W. Frazer, who was also a na-

tive of Scotland and came with her parents to

tlie United States, the Frazers also locating on
Hull's Prairie in Wood County where they

spent the rest of their lives. Amealius Robert-

son after his marriage took up a tract of new
land and developed a good home and farm and
spent his last years in Middleton Township
where he died in 1888 at the age of sixty-six.

His wife died about four years later and was
of the same age. They were Scotch Presby-

terians. He was a republican, being called

upon to fill the offices of justice of the peace

and township trustee.

Fray A. Robertson grew up at his father's
home and besides the public schools he grad-
uated in 1887 from the Eastman's Business
College at Poughkeepsie, New York. Since
then, a period of thirty years, he has found
constantly growing interests to occupy his time
and attention. As a farmer he owns and
controls five different farms, aggregating 490
acres in Washington and Middleton townships.
He has been a very successful stockman, and
has specialized in the breeding and raising of
Percheron horses. Shorthorn cattle and Shrop-
shire sheep. Mr. Robertson was one of the

organizers of the Haskins Elevator Company,
of which he is president, an office he has filled

most of the time since it was organized. He
has for the past three years been a director of

the Farmers Savings Bank of Haskins.
Mr. Robertson married in Washington

Township of Wood County Miss Ida May
Miller. She was reared and educated in Wood
County, where her parents were early settlers.

Mr. and Mrs. Robertson have one child living,

Merlyn J., who is a splendid specimen of phys-
ical manhood, standing six feet one inch tall

and weighing 170 pounds and is an all round
athlete. He is now a member of the class of

1918 in the Tontogany High School. Mr. and
Mrs. Robertson are members of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, with which their son is also

affiliated, and in politics Mr. Robertson is an
active republican.

Edward S. Bronson. Effective leadei'ship

is often the one vital factor in the progress

of any community. The citizens may be pub-
lic spirited and harmonious, willing to co-

operate, but lacking a personal leader their

efforts never seem to get anywhere. It is the

one quality of enthusiastic and efficient lead-

ership which more than any other has dis-

tinguished the work of Edward S. Bronson as

Mayor of Defiance and in his capacity as a
business man and private citizen.

W^hen he was elected Mayor in the fall of

1915 there was one thought uppermost with
him and that was to make the best of an
opportunity to sei-ve the community, sur-

rounding himself by appointments of men of

his same type and character. He is a

man who has no political ambitions, had
no debts to pay in office, and with no fore-

thought as to a second term he has not con-

cerned himself with the building up of a

personal political organization and has kept
his hands free to carry out a disinterested

plan of public benefit. His election came
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after a municipal campaign which will long

be remembered. It was perhaps the most

keenly fought contest the City of Defiance has

ever had. Mr. Brouson's opponent was one

of the strongest and ablest men in the county.

The campaign was fought on the individual

merits of the candidates, and Mr. Bronson

won by a handsome majority.

Only a few of the big things which have

been accomplished and are in process of ac-

complishment during his term of Mayor can

h& mentioned. The first is the expenditure of

more than $600,000 by the Baltimore & Ohio

Railway in permanent improvements at De-

fiance, including the elimination of dangerous

grade crossing with subway, and the New
Passenger Station and Freight Terminals.

Bonds to the amount of $300,000 were levied

for the New Public School building. The Wa-
terworks plant has been acquired by the

municipality at an expense of $125,000, and
the problem of the purification of the water

supply is being worked out. A large

amount of pei-manent street paving has been

made, the Fire Department has been thor-

oughly reorganized and modernized, the

Police Department has been set on a plane of

efficiency, and splendid possibilities of good

have been put in a way to realization by a

systematic plan of cementing the interests of

the city with those of the surrounding rural

district. Never in history has Defiance wit-

nessed such substantial development as it has

enjoyed during Mayor Bronson 's administra-

tion. Its industrial growth has attracted

nation-wide attention.

The present Mayor is a native of Defiance,

born May 23, 1873, a son of Charles E. and
Mary A. (Thacker) Bronson. His mother
is a daughter of Dr. Isaac N. Thacker, who
was one of the pioneer physicians of North-

west Ohio. She was born near Cincinnati,

and four of her brothers became successful

physicians. Charles E. Bronson was born in

Defiance, spent most of his boyhood in Chau-
tauqua County, New York, and then returned

to Defiance to take up the study of law. He
was admitted to the bar, served three con-

secutive terms as prosecuting attorney of

Defiance County, and today is the oldest man
in point of continuous service in the real

estate business in the county, being head of

the Bronson Real Estate Exchange. Politi-

cally he is a democrat. There were three

sons, one of whoiu died in infancy. Mayor
Bronson 's brother is I. Newt, who is now
clerk of courts of Defiance County.

Edward S. Bronson has spent all his life

in Defiance, attended the common schools, and
when still a boy became associated with his

father in the real estate business, and has
made his chief success in that line.

He was also owner and manager of the
Citizens' Opera House of Defiance for a num-
ber of years. This institution he made the me-
dium of much benefit to his home city. With
his brother he became interested in traveling
amusement companies, and these companies
covered the entire United States. In that
business his brother was road manager, while
flavor Bronson had the general management
of the enterprise and their opera house at

Defiance was the headquarters. A desire to

see people happy, and with opportunities for
innocent and wholesome amusement, has been
the inspiring cause of Mr. Bronson 's activi-

ties in amusement circles and likewise to a
considerable degree has colored his influence

and effort in behalf of municipal improve-
ment. He has been well called the original

booster of Defiance. More than any other
individual he has advertised the city, and he
leaves nothing undone which will give De-
fiance a fair and just fame among Ohio
cities.

Mr. Bronson brought about the organiza-

tion of the Defiance Poultry and Pet Stock
Associatioh, one of the largest associations of

its kind in the state, serving as its Secre-

tary and President at various times. Always
interested as a poultry' fancier, and a life

member of the American Poultrj' Association,

his exhibits have been seen at many annual
shows. He is also the originator and Presi-

dent of the Defiance County Automobile
Club, and has been a leader in the annual
fall festivals, and Farmers' Institutes, and
took the initial steps in organizing the

Defiance County Red Cross.

One plan in behalf of which he is especially

enthusiastic and to which he is thoroughly
committed is the task of preserving the old

Fort Defiance. He has submitted a plan for

making promenade parks in commemoration
of General Wayne and the building of a re-

taining wall from the Maumee River bridge

to the Auglaize River bridge, with boat land-

ings at each street intersection and with
bronze tablets installed at proper points and
with appropriate inscriptions. His plan pro-

vides that the requisite land fronting on these

historical rivers should be acquired by popu-
lar subscription, while the retaining wall

would be built at Government expense.
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Mr. Bronson is au active member of the
Defiance County Humane Society, is a mem-
ber of tlie Zion English Lutheran Church, has
served his church officially and also as direc-
tor of the choii-. He was organizer and drum
major of the Sixth Regiment of Ohio Band.
Fraternally he is a member of the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks and of the Na-
tional Union. Following the flood of 1913
Mr. Bronson issued at his personal expense
panoramic souvenirs of Defiance, and these

photographs went to every state of the Union
and to many foreign countries.

At Toledo in 1895 he maiTied Miss Etta R.
Haase, a native of Defiance County and a
daughter of John W. Haase, a well known
farmer of this county. They have one child,

MoUie W., who has already distinguished her-

self as a young lady of great talent in mi;sic

and as a pianist.

Virgil Squire. The First National Bank
of Defiance is an institution with a history.

It is one of the very oldest banks in North-
west Ohio, having been established as a pri-

vate banking house in 1859. An interesting

part of the record is that the present cashier,

Virgil Squire, is a grandson of one of the

founders of the old private banking house,

and is a nephew of the late Everett Squire,

who was president of the institution until his

death on April 22, 1916.

This bank has a capital stock of $100,000

and surplus of $50,000, and through all the

years since it was established, through hard
times and good, has enjoyed an unbroken rec-

ord of prosperity and financial integrity. The
present officials are: Herman B. Tenzer,

president; August A. W. Martin, vice presi-

dent; Virgil Squire, cashier; and Frederick
Moss, assistant cashier.

The founder of the Sqriire family in Ohio
was Joab Squire, a native of Danbury, Con-
necticut. He came to the Western Reserve

when the fire lands were open to settlement

and was very prominent in the earlj' days.

Virgil Squire, Sr., was a son of this Joab
and was born in the Western Reserve of Ohio.

He spent his early life around Florence, Ber-

lin Heights and Milan, Ohio, in 1857 went
to Ottawa, and in the same year came to De-
fiance. Here he opened a stock of general

merchandise, and formed a partnership with
Ahira Cobb. In 1859 the partners opened a

private bank, and the fimi became Cobb &
Squire, merchants and bankers.

Out of this private bank was organized in

1861 the Defiance County Bank. In 1871
came the next change when the county bank
took out a national charter and became the

Defiance National Bank. About 1869 Everett
Squire, a son of Virgil, became cashier and he
continued to hold that post until 1891, when
another reorganization occurred and the First

National Bank was brought into existence.

At that time Everett Squire became president

and was at the head of the bank for twenty-
five years until his death. His nephew, iVIr.

Virgil Squire became cashier in 1902.

Arthur M. Harrison, M. D. There is no
better known physician and surgeon in Wood
County than Dr. Arthur M. Harrison. Be-

sides his service rendered as a private practi-

tioner he has for a number of years been
connected with the National Guard of Ohio
and for the past three years has held a com-
mission as assistant surgeon with the rank of

captain in the Second Ohio Volunteer Infan-

try. Only recently he returned with his

command from the Mexican border and at this

writing is subject to call at any moment into

the national army now being mobilized for

the war with Germany. He was appointed

major July 1, 1917, and is in command of the

Medical Corps of the Fifth Infantry Ohio Na-
tional Guards with headquarters at Cleveland

and is there awaiting the order into mobiliza-

tion camp at Montgomery, Alabama.
Doctor Harrison comes by his attainments

almost naturall.y. He is a member of a promi-

nent family of physicians. His father was the

late Dr. E. B. Harrison of Napoleon, who was
himself the son of a physician and the grand-

son of an Episcopal clergyman of England.

Doctor Harrison's brothers Frank and Charles

are prominent physicians of Napoleon.

Further reference to this remarkable family of

physicians will be found on other pages of this

publication.

Dr. Arthur M. Harrison has been located at

Bowling Green for the past twelve years.

While a general practitioner, his work has

been more and more in the field of surgery and
he has been successful in the handling of many
major cases of surgery. Doctor Harrison is

.still a comparatively young man, only forty-

three, and was born at his father's home in

Napoleon. He was educated in the public

schools, afterwards attended the University of

Michigan at Ann Arbor, and from there en-

tered the Jefferson IMedical College of Phila-

delphia, where he was graduated Doctor of
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Medicine in 1896. Following his undergrad-

uate eoui'se he was a hospital interne and
house physician in St. Joseph's Hospital of

Philadelphia. For a time he was demonstrator

of anatomy and his opportunities for observa-

tion and study were widened by experience

in a hospital for nervous diseases under the

famous author and physician S. Weir Mitchell

of Philadelphia.

In 1898, when the war with Spain broke out

Doctor Harrison was appointed recruiting

surgeon for the Government and was in that

service one year. Later he served in Philadel-

phia as physician for the Orthopedic Hospital.

From the east he went to the far southwest,

and became physician and surgeon for several

mining companies at Castle Hot Spring, Ari-

zona. He had exceptional opportunities while

there in the handling of pulmonary diseases.

He continued for some time his work in con-

nection with various mining companies hospi-

tals in the far Southwest. Thus when he

returned to Ohio and located at Bowling Green
he brought with him qualifications and a train-

ing such as few physicians in Northwest Ohio
could excel.

In 1916 he accepted the appointment from
Governor Willis to go as assistant surgeon with

the rank of captain to the Mexican border with

the Second Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He was
on the border for nine months, much of the

time under the command of the late Gen. Fred
Funston. The soldiers of that regiment have
sung the praises of Doctor Harrison for the

splendid work he did in keeping the regiment
practically free from disease while in the hat

and trying climate of the Southwest. Doctor
Harrison has also served witli the State Militia

at various times in, the past, particularly dur-

ing the Dayton flood.

When he accepted the call to duty on the

Mexican border Doctor Harrison was serving

as president of the Wood County Medical
Society. He also belongs to the State Society

and the American Medical Association and has
numerous professional and social connections.

He is president of the Wood County Automo-
bile Association and fraternally is affiliated

with the Knights of Pythias and Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks.

Doctor Harrison was married at Napoleon
to Miss Herma J. CuflP, a native of that city

where she spent her early life and young
womanhood. She is a daughter of Judge John
V. Cuff, of a prominent family elsewhere re-

ferred to. Doctor and Mrs. Harrison have
two children : Arthur M., Jr., aged nine ; and

Mary J., three years old. Mrs. Harrison fin-

ished her education in Plarcourt Place Sem-
inary. She is an active member of the Episco-
pal Church.

P.vuL T. MosER is one of the active and
energetic young business men of Upper San-
dusky.

Mr. Moser was born October 12, 1892,

on a farm 4I/2 miles north of Upper San-
dusky, a son of Simon and Eliza Ann
{ Walton j Moser. He is of Swiss-English an-

cestry, and as far back as the record goes the

Mosers have been substantial farmers. The
late Simon Moser was one of the leading agri-

culturists of Wyandot County and at the

time of his death owned over 625 acres. This
land is still undivided, the estate being in

process of settlement.

Paul T. JMoser secured his education in the
country schools, graduated from the Upper
Sandusky High School in 1911, and in the

following year entered the state university,

taking the agricultural course for two years.

His father died then and he left school and
began work for the United States Cereal Com-
pany as a general helper and overseer. He
was with that corporation until 1915. . He
then purchased the United States Taxi Com-
pany, which he sold August 15, 1917, since

which time he is employed by the Ford agency
at Upper Sandusky, Ohio.

JMr. Moser, who is unmarried, is affiliated

with the Masonic order and also Lodge No.
83 of the Elks. He attends the First Method-
ist Cluirch and in politics is a democrat.

William H. Phipps. for many yeai-s a

member of the bar at Paulding, rendered a
notable service to the American Government
during his administration of the office of

Auditor General of the Philippine Islands,

under President Taft.

He resigned this office after nearly three

yeai-s of service in 1914, and was therefrom
appointed Financial Advisor to the Philip-

pine Government. His headquarters were at

Manila, and during his term of office he was
the chief financial adviser of the Island and
brought about many important reforms in the

fiscal affairs of the country. He introduced
systematic accounting into the administration

of many offices and when he surrendered his

office the financial condition of the Philip-

pines was better than it ever had been before.

Wliile there he published three large volumes
of annual reports which are a complete ex-
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position of the fiscal affairs of the Philippines
and have proved a valuable basis from which
subsequent administrative measures have
been projected.

Mr. Phipps was born in Caldwell, Ohio,
August 15, 1864, a son of Samuel and Mary
(Miller) Phipps. His father, Samuel Hall
Phipps, was born in Pennsylvania February
19, 1826, and died at the close of a long and
useful career Februaiy 3, 1911, at the age
of eighty-four yeai's, eleven months, fourteen
days. He spent his early life near Pittsburg
and from there his parents removed to Roots-
town in Portage Countj^, Ohio, and a few
years later to the vicinity of Caldwell, Ohio.

He also spent some of his earlier years as

captain of an Ohio River boat, and the
greater j^art of his life was given to farming
and in time he acquired a large amount of

real estate in Morgan County. He was an
abolitionist and subsequently actively engaged
in organizing the republican party in the

state. He was candidate for sheriff in 1856 on
the first republican ticket placed in the field

in Noble County, Ohio. He was one of the

leading cliampions of the Grange movement
in Oliio. ;iihl was affiliated with the Inde-
ppiKlrnt ( MH-i- of Odd Fellows. At Caldwell,

August -5. Is.'):;, lie married Mary Miller, who
was born in Ohio and died August 22, 1901.

They were the parents of seven daughters
and one sou. Mary Frances died ilarch 26,

1884, and all the others are still living, named
Anne, Eva May, Emma C, William Hall,

Margaret Elizabeth, Laura Olivia, and Min-
erva Jane.

One who had known this strong and sturdy
citizen for many years wrote of him as fol-

lows: "The loss wliieh this community feels

in the deatli of Samuel Hall Phipps is im-

measurable and very closely related to that

which they of the immediate family have sus-

tained. That the deceased was in a remark-
able degree wise and strong, was universally

felt and owned wherever he was known. He
loved to promote the elevation and happiness

of man. The service he rendered his neigh-

bors made everyone his debtor in kindness.

In the future those intimate with him will

love to discuss that large, generous, magnani-
mous, open, forgiving heart, of his. Passion

was not allowed to pervert his judgment.
Selfishness did not sway him into courses

which promoted his interests at the expense
or the welfare or the happiness of his neigh-

bors. People will remember his rare gifts of

deep insight, keen discrimination, clear state-

ments, his plain, convincing, logical mind.
The deceased was a well informed, broad-
minded man, possessing rare native ability

and a comprehensive knowledge of history
that marked him as an authority in the com-
munity in which he lived and died. He was
not only a man having clear conceptions of

mattei's in his own mind, but he would give
them forth in clear expressions. His rigid

demand en himself in common conversation
was to give no utterance to half-formed
thoughts and no half utterance to thoughts
full formed. That there is no one without
the infirmities of character and the faults

and sins of life is a fact undeniable, but that
the deceased was ardently beloved, highly
venerated and entirely confided in by those

who constituted his family circle and those
who shared his closest friendship, is equally
as well known. "With a manner that in gen-
eral society and common intercourse some-
times conveyed an impression of coldness, it

is nevertheless true that he was eminently
beloved within the sphere of home and of
chosen friendships and the private relations

of life, and this is the best testimonial. As
one who has long been intimate with the de-

ceased, we never in our life heard an impure
thought or a profane expression come from
his lips. His sterling integrity was one of

his most prominent characteristics."

It was in the home of such a worthy char-

acter that "William H. Phipps grew up and
had his own character trained and molded.
He lived at home until nineteen and in the
meantime acquired a common school educa-
tion and was also a student of the Ohio
Northern University. He studied law at

Caldwell, and in 1889 took up active practice

at Paulding.
From a large and growing practice he was

called to his duties in the Philippines by the

appointment of President Taft. From March
1, 1911, to October 1, 191.3, he was auditor

general of the Philippine Islands, and in
1913-14 was financial advisor to the Philippine
Government, resigning in 1914. As financial

advi.sor to the Philippine Government ^Ir.

Phipps wrote and forced the passage of the bill

prohibiting slavery in the Philippine Islands.

This accomplishment alone was sufficient to

make his service in the Far East a notable

one. For fifteen years, ever since the Amei--

ican Government had taken charge of the

situation, attempts had been made to abolish

slavery on the Islands, but until November,
1913, there was no law in effect generally
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throughout the Philippiues prohibitiug slav-

ery. While serving as auditor general Mr.
Phipps was requested to make a report upon
slavery. After a thorough investigation he
made his report to the secretary of war in

1913. When this rejjort was ijublished the

existence of slavery was denied by the dele-

gates from the Philippine Govei'nment to

Washington and by local Filipino papers, but
little effort was made to controvert the evi-

dence that had been accumulated by Mr.
Phipps and Secretary Worcester. In the

course of his investigations Mr. Phipps found
many cases of slavery and also a system of

peonage practiced in every province. He
found nearly 100 eases of slavery in

one locality on the Island of Cuba, and in

the Bicol 2^rovinces found about 3,000

slaves, ilr. Phipps personally wrote the

law" which the Philippine National As-
sembly passed prohibiting slavery in the

Islands. This measure reaffirms the old

Spanish practice against slavery and incor-

porates the American law. As a result of

this law slavery in the Far East is a thing
of the past, though many authorities, in-

' eluding Mr. Phipps, have regarded it as very
possible if not probable, in case the Philip-

pine people were given independence that the

practice of slavery would be revived.

Reference has already been made to ilr.

Phipps' woi'k as auditor general of the

Islands. The system of business management
which he introduced is still in force. He
established an accounting system by which
the accounts of the entire government are

balanced at the end of each month and
examination made of the accounts of every
officer having in his charge money or prop-
erty of the government.

Mr. Phipps has many reasons to feel proud
of his achievements while in the Philippines

and there are several letters sent to him or

regarding his work which it will not be out

of place to include in this connection. The
first is from President William H. Taft under
date of January 1, 1911, in which writing
to Mr. Phipps he sa^-s:

"I have yours of November 22d, and I am
very glad to learn that you have settled down
and that you find your work enjoyable. I

have heard from a number of sources that

what you are doing is very satisfactory to

those who ought to be able to judge. Your
description of the river in the case of the

Island of Palawan, which I never visited, is

most interesting. I hope you may go again."

Another is a cablegram directed to Governor
General Forbes at JManila from secretary of
war, reading as follows:

"Tell William H. Phipps pleased with his

letter to me December 4th and with knowl-
edge that you and he are in entire accord.
Congratulate him on his good work.
—Edwards."

The third is a letter written to Mr. Phipps
by W. Cameron Forbes, Governor General
of the Islands, on August 30, 1913.
"Before severing my connection with the

Philippine Government I am glad to be able
to express to you my appreciation of your
recent accomplishments, particularly in the
matter of settling up many old accounts and
straightening out of Government balances.

We have thus been able to show the true
condition of our accounts, which in view of
unfavorable conditions is a very satisfactorj-

one. I also am pleased to note the prompt-
ness with which the present financial state-

ment has come out, which indicates real prog-
ress toward good accounting."

Since returning to this country in 1914 Mr.
Phipps has resumed his private practice at

Paulding and is now one of the leading law-
yers of Northwest Ohio. Mr. Phipps was
city solicitor of Paulding from 1892 to 1894,

and in 1908 was appointed state oil in-

spector, serving two years until 1910. He
has been president of the Paulding County
Bar Association fifteen years, and for a
similar period served as a member of the

Republican State Central Committee. He has
become identified with many of the business
organizations of Paulding County. Mr.
Phipps is a thirty-second degree Scottish

Rite Mason, and is a member of the Buckeye
Republican Club of Columbus, Tippecanoe
Republican Club of Cleveland, National
League of Republican Clubs, Commercial
Club of Paidding, and belongs to the Elks
and Sons of Veterans. August 14, 1890, he
married Miss Nora Cooper. Tliey have one
child, Estella Helen, at home.

William E. Martin, who has just com-
pleted two terms of efficient service for

Wyandot County as county surveyor, has

made much of the years and opportunities

that have been vouchsafed to him. In what-
ever capacity of relationship he has per-

formed his duties well, and is a man of broad
experience and exceptional ability. Most of

his life has been spent in Wyandot County.
He was born at Tapper Sandusky September
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25, 1881, a son of John and Lydia Elizabeth
(Brobst) Martin. He is of Irish and German
stock. His father, born in Ireland, came to

this country alone at the age of seventeen
and arrived in Ohio in 1861. For a time he
worked on the construction of the Baltimore
& Ohio Railwa.y at Oiieago Junction. Like
many other enthusiastic young Irishmen he
soon volunteered for service in the Union
army as a member of Company D of the One
Hundred and Forty-fifth Ohio Infantry. He
was in tlie nrmy until mustered out in 1865.

Retiiniiiii;' |i> Tpper Sandusky he continued
railriiadiiiu' until his death on September 30,

1906. His wife pjissed away in February,
190-1. He was honored as an old soldier and
as a substantial and public spirited citizen.

William E. Martin received his education

in Upper Sandusky and at the age of seven-

teen started out to make his own way in the

world. He became a railway telegrapher

for the Hocking Valley Railroad Comi^any,
and rapidl.y mastered his duties until he was
promoted to train dispatcher at Columbus,
where he remained in the seiwice from 1904
to 1909. On resigning he returned to Upper
Sandusky and entered the courthouse as as-

sistant county surveyor. He filled that posi-

tion about four years and in 1912 was elected

county surveyor on the democratic ticket and
re-elected in 1914. His present term of office

expires September 1, 1917.

Mr. Martin married in 1904 Miss Nellie

Trautwein, daughter of John and Henrietta

Elizabeth (Young) Trautwein of Upper San-

duslrs'. They are the parents of three chil-

dren : Pauline, bora in 1905 ; Maurice, born

in 1907 ; and Henrietta, born in 1914.

Mr. iNlartiu enjoys a large acquaintance

and the esteem of the best people of Wyandot
County. His life has been one of hard work
and of proficiency in everything he has un-

dertaken. He is a member of the Upper
Sandusky Chamber of Commerce, is affiliated

with Walpole Lodge of Masons and the

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, is

a democrat in politics and with his wife is a

member of the English Lutheran Church.

AuGUSTE Rhu, M. D., F. a. C. S. One of

Ohio's oldest and most distingruished phy-

sicians and surgeons is Dr. Auguste Rhu, still

in active practice with his son, H. S. Rhu, at

Marion. Dr. Auguste Rhu was born in Seneca

County, Ohio, April 5, 1849. He attended the

Franklin High School at Dayton and the

Notre Dame University at South Bend, In-

diana. He began the study of medicine at
Marion under Dr. Robert L. Sweney, later
studied under Dr. Jefferson Wilson at Beaver,
Peiuisylvania, and finished his medical train-
ing at the Western Reserve University at
Cleveland, and graduated February 25, 1885.
He also received a diploma September 25,
1887, from the Chicago Ophthalmic College
and has done post-graduate work in both Chi-
cago and New York. He is a member of the
American College of Surgeons, 1913.

Doctor Rhu began practice at Marion Feb-
ruary 26, 1885. In 1883 he was elected pro-
fessor of surgical pathology in the Ohio
iledical University at Columbus. Besides a
large practice, particularly in surgery, he has
been surgeon for several railroad companies,
for the Marion Steam Shovel Company, and
at one time was president of the LTnited States
Pension Board. His attainments have ))eeome
widely recognized and he is one of the leading
members of the various medical societies and
associations. In 1892-93 he was assistant sec-

retary of the Ohio State jMedical Society, and
is a member of the Mississippi Valley j\iedieal

Society. He was president of the .Alarion

County Medical Society in three different
years and has long been active in the Amer-
ican Association of Railway Surgeons.
Among the profession he is probably most

widely known through his contributions to
medical literature. His paper on Tubercular
Laryngitis was read before the ]\Iarioii

County Medical Society in 1885. The West-
ern Medical Reporter awarded him its $100
IH-ize for the best surgical report puli-
lished December 5, 1888, by Doctor Rhu
under the title "Strangulated I'mbilical Her-
nia, Laparotomy Recovery." In the Amer-
ican Gynecological Journal of February, 1892.
will be found his article on "The "inflam
raatory Troubles of the Right Iliac Fossa;"
"Treatment of Surgical Shock," in Fort
Wayne Journal of Medical Science April.
1887 ; Treatment of Acute Oedema of Larynx
in the Philadelphia International Medical
ilagazine, in 1892 ; the after treatment of am-
putated wounds, in Transactions of the Ohio
State Medical Society in 1893 ; Rupture of the
Urinary Bladder, with fracture of the Sym-
physis Pubes. in International Surgical Jour-
nal of 1892 ; the Surgical Treatment of Rectal
Abscess, read before the Crawford County
Medical Society of Ohio in 1895. Doctor
Rhu performed the first successful laparot-
omy in Marion County April 19, 1888, and
up to the present wiiting (1917) has per-
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formed 2,500 abdominal operations with a
death rate less than 1 per cent. He also per-

formed 150 erauial operations and 5 laminec-
tomies with recovery. In June, 1S89, he per-

formed successfully a triple operation, for

amputating both legs and arm. The same
year he removed a cancerous uterus, made a
pan-hysterectomy, the patient living today,
October 12, 1917.

Doctor Rhu is past exalted ruler of Lodge
No. 32, Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks. He is president of the Marion Carnegie
Public Library and a member of the United
States Federal District Draft Board No. 3.

On September 17, 1917, he was notified by the
surgeon-general, F. C. Gorgas, that he was
accepted as surgeon in the United States Medi-
cal Reserve Corps.

Dr. Auguste Rhu married Miss Helen S.

Swenej'. She was born in Marion County in

1853 and died March 29, 1908. They were
married July 7, 1875. She was a daughter of

Marion's pioneer physician. Dr. Robert L.
Sweney. Doctor Sweney was born in Gettys-
burg, Pennsylvania, May 18, 1822, of Scotch-
Irish ancestry. In 1828 the family removed to

Crawford County, Ohio, and after leaving the
public schools at Bucyrus he took up the
study of medicine under Doctors Douglas and
Swingley. He remained with them four years
and in 1849 completed his course in the Cleve-
land Medical College. Returning to Bucyrus,
he practiced until 1851 with his former pre-
ceptor, Doctor Swingley, and then located at

JIariou. Doctor Sweney was recognized as
probably the most skillful and successful sur-

geon and gynecologist in Central Ohio. The
publication known as Physicians and Surgeons
of the United States gives him the distinction

of being the first physician in the State of Ohio
to successfully revert a chronic inversion of

the uterus. Doctor Sweney was called the
founder of the Marion County Medical Soci-

ety organized June 5, 1877, and served as

president of that body during its first two
years. Dui-ing the Civil war he was commis-
sioned surgeon and assigned to the Forty-
third Ohio Infantry and on June 8, 1865,
Governor Brough commissioned him with the
rank of major as military examining surgeon
for Marion County. He stood high in medical
circles and also as a citizen. Doctor Sweney
died at Marion January 12, 1902. He mar-
ried September 2, 1852, Miss Elizabeth C.
Concklin, oldest daughter of Col. W. W.
Concklin.

Dr. H. S. Rhu, who thus inherits the tradi-

tions and accomplishments of two highly
successful men in the surgical field, was born
at Marion, Ohio, November 17, 1876. He was
educated in the Marion j^ublic schools, Ken-
you Military Academy, in the Western Re-
sei-ve Academy and took his medical course
in the Western Reserve University where
he graduated June 15, 1899. Doctor Rhu
has had a wide experience in handling
tuberculosis. For two years he was an interne
in the Lakeside Hospital at Cleveland and
after his graduation returned to practice with
his father. In 1905-07 he was a member of
the staff of the Texas Sanitarium and resident
physician of the Tubercjulosis Hospital at
Llano, Texas, and in 1907 was a resident phy-
sician in the Cragmor Sanitarium at Colo-
rado Springs, later medical director of Dr.
Boyd Cormic, St. Angelo, Texas. He is a
member of the Society for Study and Pre-
vention of Tuberculosis and belongs to the
County and State Medical societies and the
American Medical Association and served as

president of the Marion County Medical Soci-

ety. He is a Kniglit Templar Mason. He is

a Presbyterian. Doctors Rhu, father and son,

give most of their time to the surgical branch
of their practice.

In June, 1913, Dr. H. S. Rhu married
Miss Lucy A. White of Buffalo, New York.
Her father, J. Herbert White, has a whole-
sale and retail book and stationery business
on Pearl Street in Buffalo. Doctor and Mrs.
Rhu have two children: H. Sweetser Rhu,
born August 6, 1914; and Roger William
Rhu, born June 17, 1916.

John T. C.veey. Through father and son
the name Carey has had a continuous asso-

ciation with the bench and bar of Wyandot
County for over thirty-five years. It is a
name significant of the best ability and talent

of the able lawyer. John T. Carey, who for
a number of years was associated with his

honored father and is now head of the firm
Carey & Hall, is in many respects the ablest

member of the local bar.

IMr. Carey was born on a farm in Marseilles

Township of Wyandot County August 24,

1878. He is a son of Robert and Emily A.
(Terry) Carey. His grandfather and great-

grandfather were Scotchmen but lived in

County Antrim, Ireland. The grandfather
came to Canada and located at Picton, On-
tario. The family were Scotch Presbyterians.

Robert Carey came from Canada to Wyandot
County, Ohio, in 1872. He was a graduate
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of the Toronto Normal School, and did his

first teaching in this country at Marseilles,

Ohio. For several years he served as super-
intendent of schools at Upper Sandusky.
While teaching he took up the study of law,
was admitted to the bar in 1881, and forth-

with began a vigorous practice at Upper
Sandusky, which he continued until 1913.

Though now retired from the law he is serv-

ing as president of the Commercial National
Bank of Upper Sandusky. Of his family of

four sons and two daughters the only ones

now living are John T. and Annabel, the

latter Mi-s. Joseph G. Kanan, of Yalparaiso,

Indiana.

The family have lived in Upper Sandusky
since about 1879. John T. Carey grew up in

that town, attended the public schools, for

a year and a half was a student in the Ohio
Northern University at Ada and in 1898
entered the Ohio State University, from
which he was graduated in the College of

Law in 1901. During the following school

year he took special work in history and polit-

ical science. After his admission to the bar
he practiced a short time in Toledo and then
returned to Upper Sandusky, where he was
associated with his father in a general prac-

tice for about ten years. After the retire-

ment of his father in 1913 he formed his

present partnership with A. K. Hall, under
the firm name Carey & Hall.

Mr. Carey was elected mayor of Upper
Sandusky in 1905 and was re-elected in 1907.

His father in earlier years had held the same
office. Mr. Carey is one of the influential

republicans of Wyandot County, and did a

vei-y helpful part during the campaign of

1904 as chairman of the County Committee.

He is a stockholder in the Commercial Nation-

al Bank, is a member of the First Presby-

terian Church, and is affiliated with Lodge
No. 176, Free and Accepted Masons, and also

with the Royal Arch Chapter and Council.

In 1912 Mr. Carey married Alice M. Steven-

son, daughter of J. M. and Alice L. (Vander-

burg) Stevenson of Upper Sandusky.

Thomas A. DeVilbiss is vice president and
general manager of the DeVilbiss Manufac-
turing Company of Toledo. He has shown
himself a constructive factor in business

affairs and is recognized as one of the suc-

cessful men -of the city. Not less is he inter-

ested in the welfare and improvement of

Toledo.

A native of the Hoosier state, he was born

at Fort Wayne, Allen County, Indiana, July
29, 1878. His father was Dr. Allen DeVilbiss,
founder and now president of the DeVilbiss
Manufacturing Company. His mother is

l^ydia A. (Lipes) DeVilbiss.
The family moved from Indiana to Toledo

when Thomas A. DeVilbiss was nine years
of age, and he was reared in that city, finish-

ing his education in the public schools. On
leaving school his real work in life com-
menced in the employ of the Toledo Comput-
ing Scale Company, with which he I'emained
for a year, and then accepted a position with
the Harlin Cash Register Company at Colum-
bus, Ohio, remaining there about a year. On
his return to Toledo he purchased a half in-

terest in the DeVilbiss Manufacturing Com-
pany, with which he has since been associated,

becoming vice president and general manager
at the time of its incorporation in June,
1905.

His interest in the commercial life of the
city is signalized by his membership in the
Toledo Commerce Club and the Rotary Club,
in both of which he is very active and has
filled the higher offices. In politics he exer-
cises his elective franchise entirely independ-
ent of all political organizations, keeping well
informed in regard to questions of public
policy and casting his ballot in accordance
with the dictates of his own judgment.
Without any opposition whatever Mr. De-

Vilbiss in 1915 was elected a member of the

board of education of Toledo. Great improve-
ments are now being made in buildings,

equipment and standardization of local school

facilities, in all of which Mr. DeVilbiss is

mnch interested and is performing a large

individual part.

Fi-aternally he is a member of the Blue
Lodge, Chapter, Council and Commandery in

York Rite Masonry. December 12, 1906, he

married Miss Edna Parker, one of Toledo's

accomplished young women, daughter of Mr.

and Mrs. James R. Parker. Mr. and Mrs. De-

Vilbiss have one child, Howard Parker. They
reside on one of the principal residential

streets of the city.

George Donnenwirth has been a promi-

nent factor in banking and business affaii-s at

Bucyrus for upwards of forty years. He
began his business career in humble circum-

stances, and his own character and energj-

were the assets which counted most in his suc-

cess.



2252 HISTORY OF NORTHWEST OHIO

Mr. Donueuwirth was boru iu Columbus,
Ohio, January 28, 1835, a son of George and
Sophia (Anthony) Donueuwirth. His father

was born in Alsace, France, aud his mother
in the Province of Lorraine. They came to

America in 1827. When George Donnen-
wirth, Jr., was three years old his parents

removed from Columbus to New Washington,

Ohio, and he grew up in that community
and received only a meager equipment of

book leai-ning. He learned the blacksmith's

trade and followed it steadily for five years.

For about a year and a half he clerked in the

store of William G. Aleyers, aud then moved
to Bucyrus, where his first experience was as

a hotel clerk for six months. After eleven

months in Burlington, Iowa, he returned to

Bucyrus and became associated in a partner-

ship with his cousin in the brewery business.

Mr. Donueuwirth had a capital of only $190,

and he furnished this as the principal asset

to the firm. They developed a good business

and Mr. Dounenwirth was actively connected

with it until 1889.

Mr. DonneuwirtE assisted in organizing the

Bucyrus City Bank in 1881. He has always
been officially identified with that institution

and is now its president. He has been head
of the bank since 1893. He also organized the

Bucyrus Brick & Terra Cotta Company, and
was president of that companj'.

Besides his business associations he has al-

ways .shown an apt willingness to work for

the community welfare. For eighteen years

he was a member of the city council and for

twenty-five years was member and for twenty-

three years treasurer of the school board.

Politically he is a democrat, and has been a

quite active figure in the democratic party of

Crawford County for many years. His ehurch
membership is in the Lutheran. Mr. Dounen-
wirth was married at Bucyrus in 1865 to

Mary Fuhrman. They have no children.

Orville T. Castor is widely known over

Hancock County, partly on account of his

long experieuee as a teacher and latterly as a

merchant in Arlington.

Mr. Castor was born in Madison Township
of Hancock County, August 22, 1877, on the

Greenfield Farm leased by his parents, John
D. and Crissie Ellen (Harris) Castor. His
parents are still living. ]\Ir. Castor is of

Irish and Pennsylvania Dutch ancestry. His
grandparents coming to this country in early

childhood, about 1840. When he was two
years of age his parents moved to Van Buren

County, Michigan, locating on their own farm,
where Orville grew up. He has one sister,

^vho was boru iu 1880. He obtained his early
education from counti-y schools, attending iu

the winter season and developing his phjsique
by work on the farm during the summer. At
the age of nineteen he returned to Hancock
County and located in Delaware Township.
After a normal school training he taught one
year in Pleasant Township in a country school,

and then returned to Arlington in Madison
Township aud taught continuously iu the

public schools until he lost his health and
was compelled to give up this profession after

teu years' successful teaching. In the mean-
time he had been thrifty and saving and had
accumulated enough capital to embark in his

present business as a confectionery and res-

taurant proprietor. He conducts a model
establishment and trade has been constantly

growing since he opened for business in May,
1909.

In 1898 Mr. Castor married Polly Prudence
Pratt, daughter of Charles F. and Teena
(Myers) Pratt. Mrs. Castor died in March,
1902, leaving three children. The oldest is

Charles Dwight, born in Januai-y, 1899. The
twin daughters Lulu May and Lola Fay were
born in September, 1900. In September, 1904,

Mr. Castor married Vera Gertrude Hughes,
daughter of Joseph B. and Dora (Stump)
Hughes, of Delaware Township, Hancock
County. They have one child, Harold Hughes,
born iu February, 1906. ^Ir. Castor is an edu-

cational worker and has at present three chil-

dren in high school and one in the grades.

He was elected on the democratic ticket as

town clerk and served in that office three

terms, six years, from 1902 to 1912. He has
always been a very efficient democratic worker
and in 1915 he was appointed town assessor

for a two-year term, completing his official

work very successfully. Thus along with the

successful management of his business affairs

Mr. Castor has proved a factor in the life of

his community in various ways. He is a

member of the Business Men's League of

Arlington, is affiliated with Arlington Lodge
No. 756 of the Knights of Pythias and re-

ligiously is affiliated with the Methodist

Protestant Church.

Ralph G. Spencer was born at Kalida,

Putnam County, Ohio, October 1, 1875. a son

of Ralph Gilbert and Predericka (Fuhr-
mann) Spencer. His father was a pioneer

merchant. His grandfather, Jabez Selden
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Spencer, was of revolutiouary stock and came
West from East Hartford, Connecticut, to es-

tablish an academy. His ^-andfather, Wil-

liam Fuhrmann, was born in Holland where
he was' educated for the ministry in the

Lutheran Church, which profession he fol-

lowed in this country until his death.

Ralph G. Spencer Jr. secured his early edu-

cation at Kalida and iinislied in the Ohio State

University. At the age of twenty-one he was
working as bookkeeper and later as assistant

cashier of the i\Iatthews and Rice Bank at Ot-

tawa, Ohio, where he remained for three years.

He then spent one year in the hxmber business

in Central Tennessee, and in the spring of

1900 became identified with the Buckeye Stave

Company as manager of one of its plants at

Carey, Wyandot County. After about two
years the timber supply became exhausted and
j\lr. Spencer organized and established the

First National Bank of Carey in February,
1902, becoming its cashier.

The following- year he est-ablished at Care.v

The National Lime and Stone Company and
later sold his banking interest to give all his

time to the lime and stone industry. From a
small beginning. The National Lime and Stone
Company has become one of the largest and
best known concei'ns of its kind in the coun-
try. The company manufactures hydrated
lime, which is sliipped all over the United
States, and great quantities of crushed stone

which is used for road building, railroad bal-

last, and fluxing stone in the manufacture of

steel. In addition to its plants at Carey it

also owns and operates plants at Lima and
Bascom. ilr. Spencer also organized The
Federal Porcelain Company of Carey of which
he is a director and general manager.'

In 1901 he married Miss Jlartha Venn,
daughter of Frank H. Venn of Memphis, Ten-
nessee. Mr. and Mrs. Spencer have three
children : Jane, born in 1907 ; Martha, liorn in

1909; and Fredericka, born in 1911. ;\Ir. and
Mrs. Spencer are members of the English
Lutheran Churcli.

Milton Mtirdock Woodward has been a
resident of Findlay since 1912, and in point
of experience, attainments and skill is one of
the ablest practitioners of dental surgery in
Hancock County. His offices are in the Mar-
vin Building on South Main Street in Find-
lay.

Doctor Woodward was born at Ligonier in
Westmoreland County, Pennsvlvania, Decem-
ber 8, 1879, a son of H. E. and Mollie (Mur-

dock) Woodward. He is of English and
Pennsylvania German stock. His father was
a lumber merchant at Ligonier and when
Doctor Woodward was six years of age his

parents removed to Johnstown, Pennsylvania,
where he grew up and where he attended the

public schools and also graduated from the

Rowe Business College. Resolving upon a pro-

fessional career he spent six months of ap-
prenticeship under his uncle Dr. J. C. Dun-
can, a dentist, and then in 1897 entered the

Baltimore College of Dental Surgery from
M^hich he was graduated with honors in the

class of 1901. Following his graduation Doc-
tor Woodward located at Derry in Westmore-
land County and practiced there for eleven
years, building up a most promising and
valuable clientage. In 1912 he removed to

Findlay and has found this larger city an
even more satisfactory field for his profession.

Doctor Woodward has patients from all the
towns of Hancock County and the country
districts. Besides his thorough preparation
before beginning practice he has taken post-

graduate work in anesthesia and other
branches in his profession in Chicago.

Doctor Woodward was married in 1904 to
Nannie E. Sweeney, daughter of James and
Belle Sweeney of Westmoreland County,
Pennsylvania. Her father was a farmer. To
tlieir marriage have been born two children

:

John Murdock, bom in 1905; and Margaret
Elizabeth, born in 1915. Doctor and Mrs.
Woodward are members of the First Presby-
terian Church of Findlay. Politically he is

a republican, and while in Westmoreland
County, Pennsylvania, he served nine years
a.s borough auditor. He has not concerned
himself with politics since locating in Findlay.
Doctor Woodward is a Knight Templar
Mason, has filled all the chairs in the Inde-
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, and is a mem-
ber of the Protected Home Circle and the
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.

Rev. Charles V. Chevraux. Until liis death
at the pastoral residence, Broadwa.y and East-
ern Avenue in Toledo, July 5, 1916, Father
Chevraux was for many years pastor of the
Church of the Immaculate Conception at Mau-
mee and Eastern avenues. His was preemi-
nently a life of service. It was devoted to the
high calling and duties of the priesthood and
for more than forty years he had been active
in his devotion to the church and was one of
the most widely known members of tlie Catho-
lic clergj' in Northern Ohio.
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A native of France, lie was born at Mandeure
in 1848. When he was six years of age in 1854

his parents came to America, settling in Stark

County, Ohio, where they joined a number of

French colonists around the Village of Louis-

ville in that county. Father Chevraux grew
up in Stark County, attended the local schools

and also the college at Louisville, and com-
pleted his theological and philosophical

courses at Cleveland in St. Maiy 's Seminary.
Fortj^-two years before his death Father

Chevraux was ordained in 1874 by Bishop
Gilmour in St. Mary's Academy at South
Bend, Indiana. Thenceforward until dis-

abled by the illness from which he finally died.

Father Chevraux gave all his best energies,

his splendid talents and his zeal to the duties

of the various parishes in which he labored.

From the time of his ordination until 1885

he was assistant in St. John's Cathedral in

Cleveland. For a number of years he was
noted as one of the best singers among the

priests of the old Cleveland diocese. At aU
the larger religious celebrations he led the

chants.

For twelve years, from 1885 to 1897, Father
Chevraux was pastor of St. IMary's Church
at Norwalk, and then for three years was
pastor of St. Anne's in Fremont. Succeeding
Rev. J. P. McCloskey, who had charge tem-
porarily, Father Chevraux caiiie to Toledo in

1900 and the next fifteen years his ministra-

tions were preeminent in the upbuilding and
prosperity of the parish of the Immaculate
Conception. At one time he was honored with
'the office of dean of the Toledo district.

Following an operation in June, 1915,

Father Che^Taux was an invalid until his

death, and was seldom able to preside at any
of the church services. His assistant was the

Rev. Thomas Quinlan, who has carried on the

work of the church since the death of the regu-
lar pastor. Father Che\Taux is survived bj'' a

brother, August Chevi'aux, of Canton, Oliio,

and for several years his sisters, IMrs. Marj'
Menegay a widow, and Miss Felicie Chev-
raux, resided with him at the pastor 's home in

Toledo.
•

jACbB FoLGER. While the business which
he created and developed follows him, the
death of Jacob Folger at Toledo on April 13,

1916, was none the less a great loss to the
sterling citizenship of that community. He
was a pioneer in Toledo business affairs, and
had developed a great meat packery, which
is one of the distinctive features of the city's

industrial life. While he did not touch pub-
lic affairs at as many points as some men, he
was extremely liberal of his time and means,
and within its distinctive sphere his life rep-

resented a fine and purposeful service.

His death occurred three days before his

seventy-second birthday. Of that lifetime he
had lived in America nearly sixty years. He
was born in Bavaria, Germany, April 16,

1844, a son of John and Catherine Folger, be-

ing the youngest of the seven children who
reached maturity. From the age of six until

thirteen he attended the German schools. Sev-
eral yeai-s previously an older brother h^d
emigrated to the United States and had be-

come successful in the butchering trade in

New York City. It was this brother 's example
that inspired young Jacob Folger to leave
school at thirteen and set out alone for the
New World After seven weeks on the ocean
he arrived in New York City and lived there
three years with his brother. Those three
years were in fact an apprenticeship at the
butcher's trade. Stimulated by an ambition
to make a success of himself, he was studious
and careful as well as industrious, and mas-
tered every phase of the business.

In 1860, at the age of sixteen. Jacob Folger
came to Toledo. Here his experience rapidly
broadened. For three yeara he worked at

wages ranging from $8 to $16 a month, in the
mai-ket of Gottlieb Stahl. Possessed of an
overflowing vitality, he was able to stand the
heavy working hours, which usually continued
from 3 o'clock in the morning until 10 o'clock

at night, and sometimes even later. He not
only worked hard but was thrifty in caring
for his earnings. Out of his meager wages
was accumulated by degrees a small capital
which in 1864 enabled him to start in business
for himself. In that year he married the
daughter of Benjamin Emch. and also joined
Mr. Emch under the firm name of Folger and
Emch in establishing a market, which was in

effect the cornerstone of the great business
built up diiring the next half century at

West Toledo. At the close of the first year
Mr. Emch retired from the firm and Mr. Fol-
ger, then just an-ived at manhood, continued
the business under his own responsibility. He
began the manufacture of sausage and gradii-

ally enlarged his packing facilities, and after

.some years abandoned the retail meat trade
and conducted his establishment entirely as
a wholesale enterprise, with a trade territoiy

covering a lai-ge circumference of countrv
around Toledo. Fx-om 1863 to 1883 the slaugli-
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tei" house conducted by Mr. Polger was lo-

cated on Central Avenue where the street rail-

way barns now stand. In 1883 he moved the
establishment to West Toledo, and the plant
there now covei's several acres. The capacity
of the plant is over a hundred hogs and a
large number of cattle for beef. Mr. Folger
made a specialty of pork and sausage, and the

Folger products in that line had a deservedly
liigh reputation throughout the State of Ohio.

The three-stoiy building at 9^4-11 South St.

Clair Street is the wholesale store from whieli

the Folger products are distributed to retail

merchants in and around Toledo. This build-

ing is owned by the Folger estate. For some
years ]\Ir. Folger has turned the active re-

sponsibilities of the business over to his three

sons, Charles A., Frederick J. and Frank B.
Frederick J. is manager of the slaughter
house, while the other two brothers attend to

the management of the wholesale house on
South St. Clair Street.

Outside of his business if there was one in-

stitution more than another which I\Ir. Folger
gave most readily of his time and means and
upon which he conferred his greatest service

of helpfulness, it was the Forest Cemetery, the
municipal burj-ing ground. For years he
was president of the cemetery board of trus-

tees, when the management of the cemetery
was separate from the present service de-

partment of Toledo. It is said that before he
took active executive management of the ceme-
tery its financial report always slioweil an an-

nual deficit, and it was due to his able man-
agement that the institution was placed on a

self-supporting basis. In national jiolitics he
was a republican but was strictly independent
in local affairs, and rendered his cliii'i" siMvice

in wise council to many of the yiiiiiiL!vr jidliti-

cal leaders. At one time he reprfsenieil the

Fourth Ward in the city council, and proved
such a leader in that body that he was urged
by his many friends to become a candidate
for mayor, but declined such an honor. He
was a member of the German Pioneer Asso-
ciation of Toledo and of the Druid Society.

The late Jacob Folger had a great faculty
for making and retaining friends. He had
those qualities which drew men to him, and
there were hundreds who enjoyed the hospi-

tality of his home and town and also his large

summer residence on Ottawa River, which
was a center of so much entertainment during
the months that the house was open that it

became familiarly known as " Folger 's Coun-
trv Club."

In 1864, nearly fifty-two years before his
death, Jacob Folger married Miss Mary Emch,
daughter of Benjamin Emch. Mrs. Folger
was born in Wood County, Ohio, was reared
there, and is still living among her children
and grandchildren in Toledo. The three sons
have already been mentioned. There were
also four daughters, and the oldest, Amelia,
died in 1907. The other three daughters are

:

Mrs. Charles J. Sanzenbacher, wife of a
former county auditor of Lucas County, and
Misses Julia and Lena, still at the old Toledo
home. All the living children reside in

Toledo.

Samuel Charles Black, D. D., now pastor
of the leading Presbyterian church of Toledo,
is a man who has carried his influence and
service to men of all cla.sses, and back of his

career as a minister was a thorough experi-
ence in earlier days as a working man and also
in larger business affairs. He is a scholar, an
original thinker, and a man of true religious
leadership.

He was born in Monticello, Iowa, Septem-
ber 6, 1869, a son of William Irvin and Flora
A. (Johnson) Black. Receiving an education
in the common schools he made his first work
in life that of a telegraph operator, which
he followed from 1884''to 1888. Then at the
age of nineteen he sought a higher education
in Parsons College of Iowa and was graduated
A. B. in 1892. On December 6, 1892, he en-

gaged in the banking business at Fairfield and
later at Des Moines, and was a banker from
1892 to 1895. He then began his studies in
preparation for the ministry, entering Mc-
Cormick Theological Seminary at Chicago,
where he was graduated in 1898. and in the
same year received his Master of Arts degree
from Parsons College in Iowa. In 1907 Black-
burn University conferred upon him the de-
gree Doctor of Divinity.

Doctor Black was ordained to the Presby-
terian ministry in 1897, and in the meantime
had preached at Kewanee, Illinois. He was
pastor of South Chicago. Illinois, from 1897
to 1900 : at Clinton, Illinois, from 1900 to 1908,
and at Boulder, Colorado, from 1908 to 1910.
While there he served as instructor of Hebrew
in the University of Colorado. Since 1910
Doctor Black has been pastor of the Colling-
wood Avenue Presbyterian Church of To-
ledo and is serving that large congregation
very acceptably. Some of the distinctive fea-

tures of his per.sonal and ministerial character
are worthy of note. He never secludes him-
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self, but is always approachable by any one

seeking help or anything- for the public wel-

fare. There are many heavy demands upon
his time, but he none the less cheerfully ac-

cedes to any call that promises good for the

individual or public in any way. It is this

willingness to serve that has given him such

a high position among the clergymen of

Toledo.

Doctor Black is also a well known lecturer

and author. He is the author of "Plain An-
swers to Religious Questions Modern Men Are
Asking," published in 1907 and 1910 ; "Build-

ing a Working- Church," 1911; "Progress in

Clu-istian Culture," 1912. He is also a fre-

quent contributor to the religious press.

Tbueman W. Childs, second vice president

of the Second National Bank of Toledo, is

one of the oldest active business men of the

city. Coming here nearly half a century ago,

he "built up a wholesale boot and shoe house

that was not only highly sueeessfid itself but

was an important factor in making Toledo a

wholesale center. Since retiring from the

active responsibilities of business Mr. Childs

has continued to be associated -with banking
and a number of other important interests.

He comes of an old American family of

English descent. A member of the Childs

family one time owned the famous Tellers

Bank in London, the predecessor of the Bank
of England. Charles Dickens in his "Tale of

Two Cities" has made the Tellers Bank fa-

miliar to several generations of readers. Mr.
Childs is a grandson of William Childs, who
was a native of Massachusetts and a soldier

in the Revolutionary war. Trueman W. Childs

was born in Paris, Oxford County, Maine,

March 19, 1830, a son of Joseph and Olive

(Woodsum) Childs, both natives of Maine.

His father spent his life in Maine as a farmer
and hotel keeper, and at one time was sheriff

of Oxford County.
Reared on his father's farm, Trueman W.

Childs lived there to the age of nineteen. He
was then sent to Worcester, Massachusetts, to

learn the leather business. At the end of five

years his rapid mastery of the trade and his

native business talents enabled him to pur-
chase the interests of his employers. The next
three years the business was continued under
the name of Childs and MeClure. On the dis-

solution of the partnership Mr. Childs con-

tinued the enterprise for three years alone,

and it was ill health which compelled his

eventual retirement from that line of industry.

WHien Jlr. Childs came to Toledo in 1867
he found a small city. It was his good for-

tune and the good fortune of the city that he
became one of the active group of commercial
leaders who rapidly made this a great center

of trade. In Toledo Mr. Childs established the

well known whole.sale boot and shoe house
which under the name Childs, Lee & Com-
pany became a recognized institution in the

business center. The late Gen. John W. Ful-
ler (mentioned on other pages) was Mr.
Child's first partner, and for twenty years
the firm was known as Fuller, Childs & Com-
pany. In 1887 Mr. Childs bought the interest

of General Fuller and then took Robert R.
Lee into partnership. ]\Ir. Childs was actively

identified with the management of this large

wholesale firm for a number of years and in

that time the house had extended its trade to

all the adjoining states, and had gained a

reputation for absolute reliability.

For a number of years Mr. Childs has
served as a director and vice president of The
Second National Bank, and he is also a director

of The Milburn Wagon Works. A successful
l)usiness man, he has likewise the courtesy of

the true gentleman and well deserves the many
warm friendships he has acquired among To-
ledo's leading citizens.

In 1862 Mr. Childs married Emily Corbin.
He is the father of two childi*en, Grace and
Clinton A.

Col. Joseph Claybaugh Bonner. There
has been no better known figure in Ohio re-

publican politics and official life or in Toledo
commercial affairs during the past genera-
tion than Colonel Bonner. For over thirty

years he was actively identified with one of
Toledo's greatest manufacturing organiza-
tions, and at the same time has can-ied heav.y

public responsibilities.

Colonel Bonuer is of Scotch-Irish parent-

age, has the strong characteristics of that

race, and is also of a loyal American family.

His ancestry entitled him to membei-ship in

the .society of the Sons of the Revolution and
the War of 1812.

Bom on a farm near Chillicothe, Ohio, July

13, 1855, he obtained his early education in

a log school house. He graduated from the

old Cliillicothe Academy and was .still a young
man when he identified himself with the City

of Toledo. In 1882 he organized The Ames-
Bonuer Company, becomiiig its heaviest stock-

holder. This great corporation developed to
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a paid up capital of $400,000, and since be-

ginning operated on a large scale, furnishing
employment to 300 persons. In many ways
the success of this corporation reflects the

business energy of Colonel Bonner. He re-

tired from the company in 1913, in favor of

his son-in-law, William Bolles. The ability

of the organizer and executive which enabled
him to make a success of this concern has

been manifested in many ways, in politics as

well as in business. Colonel Bonner has been
an active figure in the great preparedness
campaign which has swept over the nation

since the beginning of the European war,

doing service in the Department of Provost-

ilartial General in connection with appeals

to District Exemption Board, and also in

Speakers Bureau of Mayors' Committee on
National Defense at New York City. He re-

cently spent some time in Washington and
interested the officials of the War Depart-
ment, having the approval report of the U. S.

Naval Consulting Board and carbuilders in a

system he had worked out and patented for

the rapid handling of army supplies and
equipment. It may be explained that his

system provides for the loading or the un-
loading of an entire trainload of general

freight, field guns, amnranition or other sup-
plies upon motor trucks in less than one min-
ute from the arrival of a train at field head-
quarters. The transportation system being
also equally adapted to general freight haul-

age—the vehicles of haulage are well known
as the Bonner Rail Wagon System.
Apparently Colonel Bonner was born under

a political star. The day he was born marked
the assembling of the first republican state

convention in Ohio. It is said that .just forty

years later to the day Colonel Bonner as

chairman of the State Central Committee
opened the republican state convention at

Zauesville, Ohio, and introduced to the assem-
bly the Hon. John Sherman as its chairman,
Mr. Sherman liaving been presiding officer

of that first convention. Colonel Bonner has
been very prominent during the jiast tliirty

years in republican organizations and has
again and again received distinctive honors.

For two years he was a member of the Cen-
tral Committee of Toledo and one year its

chairman, for six years was on the Central
Committee of Lucas County, and three years
its chairman, and from 1893 to 1895 was
chairman of the Republican State Central
Committee. In 1888 he was altei'nate dele-

gate to the Republican National Convention,

and gave his loyal support to Hon. John Sher-

man for the presidential nomination. He was
secretary of the executive committee of the

republican clubs that received President
Benjamin Harrison on his visit to Toledo. He
pro.iected the imdertaking and was chairman
of the arrangement committee which had
charge of the first McKinley train ever run,

on October 27, 1891, conducting McKinley,
then candidate for governor, from Sandusky
to Toledo. In 1896 he was a member of the

Presidential Electoral College. Throughout
Mr. McKinley 's term as governor he was a

colonel on the governor's staff. He was assist-

ant adjutant general of the McKinley Club's

demonstration and parade at the St. Louis
National Convention, and later organized the

McKinley Campaign Republican clubs of To-

ledo with a membership of over eight thou-

sand. As grand marshal of these organiza-

tions he was largely responsible for the larg-

est parade and political demonstration ever

witnessed in Northwestern Ohio. Colonel

Bonner was the originator and most active

in the McKinley Monument Association which
built by popular subscription, voluntarily

contributed by 26,000 people in one day, a

monument to the martyred president in the

Courthouse Park at Toledo. For meritorious

service as brigade marshal at President Roose-

velt's inaugural and as division marshal at

inaugural of President Taft at Washington,
he received honorary commissions at hands of

General Bell of F. S. Army as a brigadier

general and later as a major general and was
colonel of a provisional regiment in Spanish-
American war.

Colonel Bonner held the position Collector

of Customs at Toledo from 1900 to 1910. For
the past fourteen years he has been president

of the Toledo Stock Exchange, and is chair-

man of the Toledo Civic Federation. His
chief business association at present is a§ a

member of the banking firm Bonner & Com-
])any, dealers in bonds. In 1892 he organized
the Ohio State Naval Reserve Association,

of which he has since been a life member
and president. It was this association which
brought about the legislative enactment pro-

viding for the establishment of the Ohio Naval
Reserve Militia. Out of this was formed in

July, 1896. the First Battalion of Ohio Naval
Reserves at Toledo, and Colonel Bonner's
name headed the first list of applicants to

the governor for mustei-.

Colonel Bonner owns a farm of 375 acres

near Chillicothe, and four generations of the
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family have owned this place. Part of the

farm is withiu the city limits of Chillicothe.

Colonel Bonner is a member of the Toledo
Club, the Toledo Commerce Club, and of the

Ohio Society of New York. He is an active

member and former tiiistee of the Colling-

wood Presbyterian Church, and an honorary
member of the Toledo Press Club.

In 1878 he married Miss Nellie Turney Bell,

daughter of Hugh Bell, a prominent stockman
and land owner of Chillicothe. Mrs. Bonner
also represents a patriotic family. She is

descended from Jonathan Sloeum, who suf-

fered death at the hands of the Indians in

the Wyoming Valley massacre during the
Revolutionary war. Jonathan Sloeum 's

daughter, Frances, endured . long captivity
among the Indians following that massacre.
These sacrifices on the part of the Sloeum
family were made tlie subject of special men-
tion in a memorial by Congress in 1837.
Mrs. Bonner is also a granddaughter of
George Renick, who was one of the founders
of the city of Chillicothe and was a personal
friend of Henry Clay. To Mrs. Bonner is

the credit of giving the name "Clean-up
Day"^a day inaugurated by the Toledo
Civic Federation ^lay 1, 1910, and which to-

day throughout the United States is cele-

brated, annually, in substantially all munici-
palities and hamlets in this country as a gen-
eral house cleaning occasion. Colonel and
Mrs. Bonner liave one daughter, Dorothy, now
Mrs. William Bolles of Toledo. To Mrs.Bolles
belongs the honor of having unveiled the me-
morial to William IMcKinley.

John C. A. Leppelman. It is as the
founder of one of West Toledo's most import-
ant industries that John C. A. Leppelman has
special distinctin in the industrial affairs of
Nortliwestern Ohio. He is secretary and
treasurer of the Consolidated Pump" Com-
pany of West Toledo, and this business, which
he practically owns and controls, has been
developed through various stages, beginning
exclusively as a pump manufacturing con-
cern, ]mt now producing a line of apparatus,
particularly ladders, which are used and have
a standard reputation in the trade throughout
the United States.

The Consolidated Pump Company. Incor-
porated, is located at tlie corner of the Lake
Shore & Michigan Southern Railway track and
Sylvania Avenue in West Toledo." The com-
pany was incorporated in 1908 and operates
with a capital of $25,000. While Mr. Leppel-

man owns nearly all the stock and is secretary
and treasurer, the president is Edward Tib-
betts.

Mr. Leppelman has been engaged in the

Ijump manufacturing business in Toledo for
more than a quarter of a century. Several
years ago the company established a branch
for the manufacture of ladders, and the plant
is today the largest concern for that output in

Ohio, and one of the largest in the country.
The trade name by which the products of this

company are so widely known and distributed
is "Red Head," and those familiar particu-
larly with the various tj^pes of extension lad-

der recognize this name as a standard of

mechanical excellence and durability.

Mr. Leppelman was born at ilaumee in

Lucas County, Ohio, April 24, 1870, a son of
Emil and Olive K. (Allen) Leppelman. Both
parents are now deceased. His mother was a
daughter of the late John Church Allen, one
of the mast prominent early pioneers of Mau-
mee, whose career is sketched on other pages.

John C. A. Leppelman, who was named for his

paternal grandfather, a pioneer of Fi-emont,
had as his father one of the early manufac-
turers of sewing machines in Ohio. His father
conducted a plant at Fremont, Ohio, for many
yeans. From Fremont he removed to Atlanta,
Kansas, where he died in 1905. Mi'. Leppel-
man 's mother died at Washington, D. C,
March 9, 1886. The parents were married in

^laumee in 1867.

The only child of his parents John C. A.
Leppelman grew up in Toledo, attended the

public schools there, and then spent a few
years in the West at various locations and at

different lines of employment. For the last

twenty-five years his home has been in Toledo
and throughout that time he has been engaged
in the line of business already noted. He or-

ganized the Consolidated Pump Company of
West Toledo in 1890. The output for several

years was hand pumps, and the Consolidated
piimps have been distributed and are in use
in all pai-ts of the United States. About fifty

persons are employed in the plant.

In politics 5Ir. Leppelman is a republican,
has been a trustee of Toledo Lodare No. 53
Benevolent Protective Order of Elks since

1908, is also affiliated with the Knights of
Pythias, and is a member of the West Toledo
Commerce Club.

On February 20, 1895, he married Mi.ss

Anne F. Schrink of Toledo, whei-e she was
born and educated. Her father, Ferdinand
Schrink, died in Toledo a number of yeai's
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ago, and her mother, Frances (Krciter)

Schrink, is still living in that city. Mrs. Lep-
pelinan graduated from the Central High
School at Toledo in 1892, and is an active

member of the Woman's Club of Toledo and
other organizations of women, and belongs to

the Cathedral Chapel parish. Mr. and JMrs.

Leppelman reside at 662 West Delaware Ave-
nue. For recreation he finds his home and
business the chief staudbys, and outside of

those he particularly enjoys the social fellow-

ship of the Elks Club. Mr. Leppelman and
wife are the parents of three children : Olive

F., who graduated from the Ursuline Convent
of Toledo in the class of 1914 ; Helen Aileen,

now a student in the Scott High School; and-

Catherine M.

Hon. John P. jManton. Now serving his

second term as Judge of the Court of Coiiimon

Pleas of Lucas County, in the careful and
conscientious administration of the otKee

Judge Manton has realized an importaut goal

of life's ambition. He began doing for him-

self at the age of fifteen, gained most of his

education by hard study while earning a liv-

ing, and for years his career was one of un-

daunted struggle toward a higher aim.

His record as a .iudge has been of the high-

est quality of service. In 1914 he was elected

to a second term of six years by a large ma-
jority over several candidates. This was a

convincing proof that his constituents are

well pleased with his record. /

He represents good family stock, and his

maternal grandparents were numbered
among the early settlers of Toledo. Judge
Manton's mother, Jane (Reilly) Manton, who
was brought to Toledo when one year old,

is still living and resides ou Rockingham
Street in that city. Judge Manton's grand-

father came from Ireland, was a stone mason
by trade, and before coming to Ohio was em-
ployed in the construction of the Erie Canal.

Thomas Manton, father of Judge Manton, was
a native of Ireland, was a contracting mason,
and died in Toledo in 1892. Of their sixteen

children only four reached maturity : Judge
Manton; Mrs. T. J. Bradley of Toledo: Mrs.

Mary J. Printy; and Edward H., who died at

the age of twenty-one.

At the age of fifteen Judge jMautou fin-

ished his education so far as formal schooling

went. He had attended the parochial schools

and St. Patrick's Academy. For about a year

after that he was a clerk in the grocery store

of Eagan Brothers in Toledo, afterwards he

was for eighteen months a bookkeeper for

Herman Severance, was next shipping clerk

with the Toledo Pump Company, and then

successively yard clerk in Toledo for the

Pennsylvania Railroad Company and bill

clerk in the office, remaining with the Penn-

sylvania company three years. He then be-

came bill clerk with the Wheeling & Lake
Erie, and was in the accounting department
of the Cincinnati, Jackson & Mackinaw. Al-

ways seeking better opportunities, he spent

two years as assistant secretary of the Toledo

City Natural Gas Company, and for 41/0 years

during President Cleveland's administration

was in the internal revenue collector's office.

It was while in the revenue collector's office

that Judge i\Ianton finally succeeded in secur-

ing to himself those opportunities for prepara-

tion for the law which he had long coveted.

After office hours he bent his mind with

characteristic persistence and energy to the

study of law, and after several years of hard

work qualified himself for admission to the

bar. He was admitted to practice in March,

1898, and in the following June became asso-

ciated with Joseph P. Hanley under the firm

name of Hanley & Manton, which continued

two years. During this time he did his pre-

mier work as a lawyer and acquired a recog-

nized standing in the Lucas Couuty bar.

Beginning in 1900 he was for two years in

the city solicitor 's office under Moses Bradley,

and in January, 1906, became second assistant

city solicitor "under Charles H. Northrup.,

While still in that office in the fall of 1908 he

was nominated on the democratic ticket for

judge of the Court of Common Pleas and re-

ceived a gratifying majority at the election.

It was a tribute to his personal qualities and
his recognized qualifications for the ofiQce,

since visually the opposition party polled a

plurality such as few democratic candidates

were able to overcome. Judge Manton began

his service as Common Pleas Judge January

1, 1909, and at the same date in 1915 began

his second term.

While a democrat in national affairs. Judge

^Manton has usually been aligned with the pro-

gi-essive and independent element in local

politics and represents the ideals and practice

of that modern brand of politics which has

as its ideal a thorough seiwice to the people

rather than the personal benefit of the office-

holder. Judge Manton succeeded the late

Judge Harmon as dean of the law department

of St. John's Univei-sity. He is a member of
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St. Patrick's Catholic Church and of the

Knights of Columbus.
Mav 10, 1885, Judge Manton married Miss

Matilda M. Goulden of Toledo. They are the

parents of eight children, four sons and four

daughters: James P., Mary Lucile, Thomas
R,, iMonica, Virginia, John Paul, Joseph E.

and Jane. The son Thomas has followed in the

footsteps of his father and is now practicing

law in Toledo. Judge Manton and family re-

side at 2476 Lawrence Avenue.

Edwabd Huber. That Marion is now one
of Ohio's chief manufacturing and industrial

centei-s is due on the whole to many circum-
stances and individuals but perhaps no one
man could have claimed a greater share for all

these activities and the prosperity that fol-

lowed them than the late Edward Huber,
founder of the gi-eat Huber Manufacturing
Company and some half dozen other local in-

dustries.

In many ways his career is tjrpieal of Amer-
ican genius. He was born of poor but honest
parents, lived the plain and simple annals of

the poor during his youth, and perfected his

genius by constant i-ubljing against adversit.y.

He was born in Dearborn County, Indiana,
September 1, 1837, and died in his sixty-

eighth year at IMarion, August 26, 1904. His
parents were Philip and Mary (Hurm) Hu-
ber, both natives of Germany. The father
came to the United States with three brothers
when a young man. He was a cabinet maker
by trade and his skill at tools was undoubtedly
inherited by his son. He followed his trade in

Philadelphia and later settled on a farm in

Dearborn County, Indiana. His wife Marj'
Humi came to the United States in 1834.
Dearborn County. Indiana, is in the south-

em part of that state, and dui-ing the youth of
Edward Huber was a remote and somewhat
backwoods locality. He had little opportunity
to attend school and his education was more
technical and industrial than bookish. He
learned to handle all the tools found in his
father's blacksmith and cabinet shop on the
farm and he early determined to become a
blacksmith by trade. For ei^ht years he
worked at this vocation, and he put in many
hours that would not be included in the union
schedule of today. He used his spare time in
giving bent to his genius for designing and
inventing things. Many de^'^ees were ham-
mered out on his anvil, and while many of
them had no practical value, the entire' ex-
perience was at least as valuable as a source

of training as a manual training course would
be today.

The first important achievement of his

career as an inventor was the perfection of a

hay rake. This implement had decided merits

in advance of anything on the market at that

time, and being convinced of its superiority

he left no stone unturned to secure capital for

its manufacture.
Mr. Huber located at Marion in 1865, and

in a short time had secured enough men and
capital to organize a company. This company
at first manufactured only the hay rake. They
began under the name of Kowalke, Hammerle
& Company, Mr. Huber being the junior part-

ner. In 1870 the firm was changed to Huber,
Gunn & Company, and that continued until

the organization of the Huber Manufacturing
Company, with a capital stock of $75,000.

The Hulj^r JIanufacturing Company made
not only the hay rake but many other agricul-

tural implements and machinery that were the

direct outgrowth and invention of Mr. Huber.
By many years of constant use world wide
fame has come to the Huber Threshing Ma-
chine and engines, and today the name of

Huber is best known in connection with agri-

cultural machinery.
Having seen his primary industry grow to

great proportions and success Mr. Huber lent

his influence and enterprise to many other

local industries, among the most notable of

which was The Marion Steam Shovel Com-
pany. He was one of the founders of this

company and its first president, serving for

twenty years. During this period of service,

foundations were laid and policies established

which since have made this Marion's largest

industry, and the world's largest producer of

heavy excavating machinery. He was founder
and president of the Marion Malleable Iron
Works, was one of the founders and president
of the Automatic Boiler Feeder Company, was
president of the Marion Steam Shovel Com-
pany, president of the Marion Implement
Company, president of the IMarion National
Bank and vice president of the IMarion Mill-

ing and Grain Company. With all his success

he remained to the last a man of plain and
simple tastes and was generous of his means
in behalf of charity of a practical nature, es-

pecially in the nature of assisting worthy men
to acquire homes of their own. He was inter-

ested in the first building and loan association

at Marion and very frequently used his in-

fluence to help men to acquire homes of their
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On October 30, 1865, Mr. Edward Huber
married Miss Elizabeth Hammerle, who with
two children survive him. These children are
Frank A. and Catherine.

Frank A. Huber, the only son, is today one
of Marion's foremost business executives, be-

ing vice president and treasurer of the Marion
Steam Shovel Companj', a director in a num-
ber of tlie city's banks and industrial institu-

tions, and prominent in many other organiza-

tions.

Olivee' B. Snider. The part taken by
Oliver B. Snider in the affairs of Northwest
Ohio has been that of an able and conscien-

tious lawyer, whose affiliations have always
been straightforwai-d and honorable, and who
for more than thirty years has enjoyed a posi-

tion among the leaders of the Toledo bar.

He came into his profession through the

avenue of hard work, and industry- as well as

ability has accounted for his rising reputation

in legal circles throughout Northwest Ohio.

He was born on a farm near Chalmers, Indi-

ana, November 22, 1858, a son of Samuel G.

and Fannie (Bond) Snider. His parents
were both born in Wayne County, Indiana,

and though they celebrated their sixtieth wed-
ding anniversary, his mother is still in good
health. His father died in December, 1916.

As a boy Oliver B. Snider attended the

Battle Ground Academy and the Stoekwell

Academy in Indiana, and in 1879 entered with
the class of 1883 DePauw University at Green-

castle, Indiana. However, he left college be-

fore graduating and has since made his home
in Toledo. Studying law, he was admitted to

practice by the Supreme Court of Ohio in

1883, and he has now given thirty-four years

of his life to his professional interests. His
law offices are in the Nicholas Building. In
his wide range of general practice one case

is especially noteworthy. He was counsel to-

gether with Harry E. King and Clayton W.
Everett for ^lessinger in the somewhat famous
cases of Anderson v. Messinger and Anderson
V. United Realty Company. The litigation

was prolonged eight years. It involved the

construction of a will and other features of

title to a block of valuable real estate in To-

ledo. It finally passed to the Supreme Court
of the United States at Washington, and re-

sulted in a victory for Messinger.

As somewhat out of the ordinary, Mr. Sni-

der has recently negotiated and helped pre-

pare two lengthy ninety-nine year leases for

real estate in the heart of the city, one being

for the late Mrs. Hetty Green of New York
shortly prior to her death.
For three years prior to Februaiy 1, 1916,

IMr. Snider was president of the Toledo
Alunuii Chapter of the Sigma Chi college fra-

ternity. He has been president for the last

five years of the Toledo Tennis Club, a game
in which he finds his chief recreation aside
from business. Though a Presbyterian he at-

tends the Trinity Episcopal Church at To-
ledo, his wife being a member there. Polit-

ically he has always been a strong republican,
and believes today as always in the protection
of American industries.

On April 25, 1908, at Toledo, he married
May Allison Bullard, daughter of Ernest JI.

and Janet Bullard. After the death of her
father her mother married the late Harvey
Scribner, a well known lawyer and writer of

Toledo.

V. M. RiEGEL, now county superintendent
of schools of Marion County, has been identi-

fied with school work for twenty years or

more, and bj' education is also a well trained

and qualified lawyer, though his preferences
so far have been exercised in the field of

teaching.

"Slv. Riegel was born in Fairfield County,
Ohio, May 20, 1876, a son of J. M. and Mary
(Norris) Riegel. His grandfather, George
Riegel, was a native of Berks Count.y, Pennsyl-
vania, and subsequently moved to Fairfield

County, Ohio, where he became a well to do
farmer. The maternal grandfather, William
Norris, was a native of ^laryland and is also

an early settler in Fairfield County, Ohio.

Professor Riegel's parents were both born in

Fairfield County, his father in 1847 and his

mother in 1848. They were substantial farm-
ing people, were married in Fairfield County,
and since retiring have lived in CridersviUe.

They are members of the Reformed Church
and the father is a> democrat in polities. Of
their four children, three are now living : V.
^I. ; Ralph, a teacher at CridersviUe ; and Pur-
ril, who is teaching at Allentown, Ohio.

V. M. Riegel spent his early life on his

father's farm. He attended the country
schools and the Pleasantville Academy, and
then at intervals for three years he taught
district school while attending the National

Normal University at Lebanon, Oliio, from
which he graduated in 1897. After that Mr.
Riegel completed a course in law in the Ohio
State University and was admitted to the bar
in 1899. His work as a teacher was done in
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Fairfield County, at Dunbridge and Haskins

in Wood County, and in 1910 he took charge

of the schools at Prospect. He was soon recog-

nized as one of the leading school men of

Marion County and in 1914 was promoted
from the Prospect schools to his present posi-

tion as county superintendent. He was re-

elected in 1916.

In 1902 Mr. Riegel married Miss Blanche
Mears. She was born in Putnam Coimty,

Ohio. Their three children are named Orm-
ington, Alice and Paul. Both are members
of the Presbyterian Church, and ]Mr. Riegel is

affiliated with the Masons, the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias

and the Benevolent and Protective Order of

Elks. In politics he is a democrat.

Hon. John A. Key of Marion, present

congressman from the Eighth Ohio District,

is a man of exceptional qualifications for the

post of honor he now enjoys and for the re-

sponsibilities devolving upon every member
of Congress.

He was born at Marion December 30, 1871,

a son of George and Margaret (Davidson)
Key. He is of pure Scotch ancestry. His
grandfather, Henry Key, spent all his life in

Scotland. George Key was born in Forfar-

shire, Scotland, December 30, 1838, and died

December 8, 1898. He came to Ohio in 1866,

locating at Akron, Ohio, where he followed his

trade as a blacksmith for some years. While
living in Summit County he married Miss

Davidson, who was born in Dundee, Scotland,

June 18, 1844, and is still living. In 1871 they
removed to Marion, Ohio, where the father

conducted a blacksmith shop until his death.

He and his wife were Scotch Presbyterians
and fraternally he was affiliated with the

Benevolent and Protective Oi'der of Elks, and
a charter member of Lodge No. 32 Knights of

Pythias, and a member of the Royal Arcanum.
In politics he was a democrat. He was a man
of substantial character and made comfortable
provision for his family through his indus-

trious work. Of his six children three are liv-

ing : John A. ; George F., a horseshoer who
lived in Marion for some years; and Amy V.,

wife of J. C. Turner, a hardware merchant
at Continental, Putnam County, Ohio.

Jolin A. Kev graduated from the jMarion
High School with the class of 1889. He then
began a practical journeyman experience in

newspaper work and was employed on the
Star, the old Jlarion Mirror, now the Tribune,
and the Marion Independent. He left news-

paper work to become city letter carrier in
Clarion, which position he held from 1897 to

1903, and then went into the office of county
recorder, to which he was elected two terms.
Mr. Key's first experience in Washington
was as private secretary to the late Congress-
man Carl C. Anderson of Fostoria. In 1912
Mr. Key was elected member of Congress
from the old Thirteenth Congressional Dis-

trict. After the redistricting of Ohio he was
re-elected this time from the Eighth District

in 1914, and 1916 again received a hand-
some endoi-sement for a third term. Mr. Key
is foreman of the committee on pensions and
has served on a number of important commit-
tees in Congress.

He has long been a force and power in the
democratic party in the county and was for-

merly chairman of the county committee. He
is a member of the Presbyterian Church and
is affiliated with the Knights of Pythias and
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks,

having served as chancellor of the latter, and
also belong to Lodge 864, Independent Order
of Odd Fellows.

July 10, 1906, Mr. Key married Cora M.
Edwards, daughter of William and Mary Ed-
wards, who formerly lived at Columbus, where
Mrs. Key was born, but who now reside in

Clarion. IMr. and Mrs. Key have two chil-

dren, John C. and 'Mary il., both of whom
are attending school.

Dana 0. Weeks, M. D. For a quarter of a
century Doctor Weeks has enjoyed a high posi-

tion as a physician and surgeon at Marion.
Every influence and circumstance of his early

life contrived to make Doctor Weeks a physi-
cian. His father was a distinguished member
of that profession, as was also his maternal
grandfather.

The late Dr. Oliver W. Weeks, father of
Dr. Dana 0., died at his home in Marion Janu-
ary 11, 1903, at the age of sixty-one. He was
born in Delaware County, Ohio, May 22, 1841,
a son of Samuel C. and Jane (Cunningham)
Weeks. Samuel Weeks was a native of Mary-
land and his wife of Pennsylvania. In 1830
the family came to Ohio, living in Licking
County, and after 1838 in Delaware . County.
In 1867 Samuel Weeks and wife retired to

Caledonia in Marion County, where both of
them died.

Dr. Oliver W. Weeks, one of a family of
seven children, had only the limited advan-
tages of the schools in his community during
his youth. At the age of sixteen he was given
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a license as a teacher and taught school until

the war. On August 13, 1862, he enlisted in

Company A of the One Hundred and Twenty-
first Ohio Infantry. A few weeks later he
particijjated with his i-egiment in the battle

of Perryville, Kentucky, and received a severe

wound in that engagement. The wound and
subsequent exposure brought on severe illness,

and he never afterwards enjoyed normal
health, though he was permitted many years

of useful service. He was for many months
in a hospital and finall.y was made chief clerk

in the medical director's oifice at Columbus,
where he remained until honorably discharged
January 19, 1864.

He had become interested in medicine about
the time he reached manhood. On leaving the

army he located at Richwood, where he en-

gaged in the drug business. He took his iirst

course of medical lectures in Starling Medical
College at Columbus, and his second course at

Cincinnati, where he was graduated in 1865.

On February 29, 1876, he was granted the

Ad Eundem degree by the Columbus Medical
College. In 1872 he received the honorary
degree Master of Science from Bethany Col-

lege, West Virginia.

On November 22, 1866, Doctor Weeks was
appointed assistant a.ssessor of District No.
12 of the Eighth Internal Revenue Collection

District of Ohio. In the meantime he prac-

ticed in Delaware County, later in Caledonia,

Marion County, and in 1878 moved to the

City of Marion, where he was active in his

profession until his death. He served as presi-

dent of the Marion County Medical Society,

was a member of the Ohio State Medical
Association, the American Medical Associa-

tion, and in 1893 was a representative to the

Pan-American Medical Congress. For several

years he was a member of the Marion City
Council and was a stanch republican in his

political activities. His church home was
the First Christian Church at Marion. Fra-
ternally he was a member of the Ohio Lodge
No. 447, Free and Accepted Masons of Cale-

donia, the Chapter and Commandery at Ma-
rion ; a member of Canby Lodge No. 51,

Knights of Pythias, the Royal Arcanum and
was especially prominent in the Grand Army
of the Republic, having been elected medical
director of the Department of Ohio, and after-

ward was elected surgeon general of the Grand
Army of the Republic. Much credit is due
him for the erection of the Soldiers and Sailors

Memorial Chapel in the Marion Cemetery.
He was also surgeon of the Fifth Regiment,

Uniform Rank Knights of Pythias, past brig-

adier surgeon of the Uniform Rank. The
Masonic Lodge at Caledonia was named after

this capable and distinguished physician. He
was at one time member of the Board of Ex-
aminers for application to the United States

Military Academy and the Annapolis Naval
Academy for the eighteenth and thirteenth
Ohio Congressional districts. He also served
as pension examiner during the administra-
tions of Harrison, McKinley and Roosevelt
and during part of Cleveland's administra-
tion.

On September 4, 1865, Dr. Oliver W. Weeks
married at Tiffin, Ohio, Flora S. Dana, who
survived her late husband and is still living

in Marion. Her father Dr. Marcus Dana was
graduated from Jefferson Medical College,

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1848, and for

many years occupied a place of enviable prom-
ineiice in the medical profession in Ohio.

Dr. Dana 0. Weeks, only child of the late

Dr. Oliver W. AVeeks and wife, was born at

Caledonia in Marion County, Ohio, December
16, 1866. Doctor Weeks attended Wooster
University 1887-8-9, and was a member of the

cla.ss of 1891 and graduatni in 1S!I-J from the

Ohio State Medical Collej'c -M ( '(ilumlms, there
known as the Columbus ilcdical College. He
was awarded the prize thesis on the Feeding of
Infants. Much of his practice in later years
has been in the specialty of diseases of women
and children, and is medical examiner for a

large number of life insurance companies.
Doctor AVecks heoran prnftife at AFarion in

1892. Tie lias al\vavsk..pt in dn.,. f,,,,,.], with
the prdf.'ssion, has atlcnJr,! tlio Cliinii^,, l',,st-

Graduate Medical Sdiuul and Hospital and the
New York Post-Graduate School and Hospi-
tal, has been presiclent of the Northw'est Ohio
Jledical Association and for two terms was
councillor of the Third District of the Ohio
State Medical Association. He is a member
of the Marion County Medical Society, the
Ohio State Medical Society, the Mississippi
Valley IMedical Association, the American
Medical Association and the American Public
Health Association. He belongs to the Phi
Kappa Psi Library College fraternity.

In 1893 Doctor Weeks married Miss Ger-
tnide Douglas, a native of Ohio and daughter
of James J. Douglas, who was a locomotive
engineer and pulled the first train over the
Chicago and Erie Railway, now the main line
of the Erie Railway System. Doctor and Mrs.
Weeks have two children: Oliver Douglas,
now a member of the senior class of the Ohio
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Wesleyan University at Delaware and also

affiliated with Phi Kappa Psi fraternity ; and
Frank D., aged fourteen, and now attending

the Marion High School.

In politics Doctor Weeks is a: stanch repub-

lican. He has served a few years as health

officer of llarion, and after the expiration of

his term, was appointed a member of the

Board of Health having served continuously

during both republican and democratic ad-

ministrations, to the present time (1917).

Frank P. Riegle. A lawyer by profes-

sion, a former member of the State Legisla-

ture, Frank P. Riegle's chief responsibilities

at present are as active head of the Commer-
cial Bank and Savings Company of Bowling
Green.

Mr. Riegle has been connected with this in-

stitution for a dozen years. He was at first

member of the board of directors, and after-

wards vice president until the death of Mr.
A. E. Royce in November, 1914. The board
soon afterward elected him as Mr. Royce 's

successor. Since he became president the

bank has had a notable increase of business

and prestige. The capital stock has been in-

creased a third, and now stands at $100,000,
all paid in. The deposits aggregate over

$1,000,000. The bank home is still in the same
building where it was started about a quarter
of a century ago. The Commercial Bank and
Savings Company according to a recent state-

ment has total resources of approximately
$1,200,000. It is one of the strongest and best

conducted financial institutions in Wood
county.

Mr. Riegle has been a resident of Bowling
Green for the past sixteen years. He came
to the city as a lawyer, and for a number of
years practiced with J. 0. Troup and subse-
quently as a partner with Ray D. Avery. In
1899 Uv. Riegle was elected to the StateLegis-
lature on the republican ticket and served two
successive terms. He was a member of the
school committee through both sessions and
in the last term was chairman of the judiciary
committee.

Mr. Riegle was bom in Jackson Township
Wood County, Ohio, May 14, 1870. His early
education in the public schools was supple-
mented by a course in Kenyori College, sub-
sequently in the Ohio Northern University
and then the law department of the Ohio
State University, where he was graduated in

1899. The following year he was admitted
to the bar and quickly established his reputa-

tion as an able counselor and advocate after

coming to Bowling Green.
Mr. Riegle is of German ancestry on his

father's side and of Scotch in the maternal
line. He is a son of Jefferson and Sarah A.
(Gilmer) Riegle, the former a native of Wyan-
dot County, Ohio, and the latter of Pennsyl-
vania. Their respective families were pio-

neers in Delaware Township of Hancock
County, where they built themselves log cabin
homes in the woods and improved a consid-

erable area of the farming section in that

county. The grandparents lived out their

lives in Hancock County. Jefferson Riegle
and his wife met and married in Hancock
County and for several years lived as farm-
ers there. At the first call for troops in 1861
Jefferson Riegle volunteered his services and
was in the war practically from the very be-

ginning until the close. He was first a mem-
ber of Company H of the Twenty-first Ohio
Volunteer Infantrj- and during the last two
.years was detailed as a sharpshooter of the

Seventh Company, Twenty-first Regiment.
His honorable discharge was granted in the
spring of 1865. He was with General Sher-
man's army in the famous march to the sea

and participated in every engagement
in which his regiment was present. He
liad a slight gunshot wound but otherwise es-

caped unhurt. His record as a soldier is one
that his descendants will always cherish. He
was not the only soldier of his family. He had
four brothers who were in the war, Martin,
in the Twenty-ninth Ohio Infantiy, Philip in

the Fifty-second Ohio, Elias in' the Fifty-

seventh, and Washington, who died of illness

while in the service. The other brothers were
all wounded, some of them severely, but lived

to come home.
After the war was over Jefferson Riegle

returned to his wife and two children in Han-
cock County. His wife was born in Alle-

gany County, Pennsylvania. Her grand-
father, William Gilmer, Sr., was of Scotch
stock, and lived for many years on a farm
in Allegany County. Pennsylvania. Both
he and his wife died there when past a hun-
dred years of age. William Gilmer, Jr.,

father of Mrs. Jefferson Riegle, was born in

Allegany County, and married there Miss
Sarah or Sally Ballard. In 1852 the Gilmer
familj' made the overland .journey with wag-
ons and teams to Ohio, locating as pioneers
in Hancock County. Thev improved a body
of land from the forest, their first home was
a log cabin, and by hard work they made
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eomfortal)le surrouudiugs for themselves and
their children. William Gilmer, Jr., and wife

lived to be eighty-fnnr yonrs of age. Their
parents were Scotrli i'i-rsli\ tri-i;iiis Imt tlu-y

becanie identified with llic .M.t liodisi Clnirch

and were long active in its behalf. William
Gilmer, Jr., was a whig.

Jefferson Riegle for many years carried on
an active business as a farmer and sawmill

man in Hancock County. Later he went to

Arkansas and bought some extensive tracts

of timber. There he and his wife and their

son established homes in the lumber camps
of Arkansas and lived there until the death

of Jefferson Riegle, his wife having passed
away in 1899. Their bodies were brought
back home to Hancock County and they were
laid to rest side by side in the old Gilmer
Cemetery or in what is known as Gilmer and
Riegle Cemetery. Both were active Meth-
odists and he was a democrat. Jefferson

Riegle and wife had three sons and two
daughters. W^illiam, who now lives near the

old homestead in Hancock County, is married
and has one son, Hal H. John, a resident of

Bowling Green, has four children: Stella,

Walter, Lillie and Theodore, all of whom
are attending school. The third in age is

Frank P. Riegle. Lavina is the wife of John
Werts a farmer in Hancock County, and of

their four daughters three are now married.

Ruth is the wife of John Williams, a ma-
chinist at ilarion, Ohio, and they have a

daughter married and one son still at home.
Lillie is the wife of Frank Feathsorth, a Wood
County farmer, and has a son, Guy.
Frank P. Riegle was married in Wood

County to Miss ^laggie Dunn, daughter of

Samuel and Maggie (Bishop) Dunn. Both
parents were natives of Ohio and of Scotch
ancestry. The Dunns were a family of edu-

cated people and Samuel Dunn, who grew
up in Wood County was well known both as

a teacher and as an extensive land owner
and farmer. He died in Jackson Township
March 9, 1907, and his widow passed awa\'

two years later. They were members of the

^Methodist Church and were true Christian

people. Mrs. Riegle was graduated from the

Deshler public schools and the Ohio North-
em University at Ada, and prior to her mar-
riage was a teacher in the Deshler High
School. Mr. and Mrs. Riegle have five chil-

dren. Vivian E. was graduated valedictorian

of the class of 1917 in the Bowling Green
High School, and is now a student in the Ohio
Wesleyan University at Delaware. Margaret

S., aged sixteen, is a junior in the Bowling
Green High School. Horace D., aged fifteen,

is a sophomore in the high school. Florence
L., aged twelve, is in the seventh grade, and
Robert G., aged ten, is in the fifth gi-ade.

The older children have distinguished them-
selves as students, and have taken some of

the first honors in the competitive contests of

the city schools. All the family are active

members of the Methodist Church. Mr. Riegle
is a republican and in 1916 was? candidate
of that party for Congi-ess from this district,

being defeated by a very small majority.

Hon. Warren G. H.\rding. While long a
distinguished figure in his own state, it was
not until the Republican National Convention
at Chicago in 1916 that Senator Warren G.
Harding really became nationally known in

the full sense of the term. In that conven-
tion he was on the program to deliver the
"Keynote Address" and while that was only
one of his many influential activities in the
convention and the subsequent campaign it

definitely fixed his name in the minds and
imagination of the American people.

Senator Harding was born at Corsica, Mor-
row County, Ohio, November 2, 1865, a son
of George Tryon and Phebe Elizabeth (Dick-
erson) Harding. His father was a success-

ful physician, and in 1871 located at Cale-

donia in Marion County, where he engaged
in the practice of his profession and finally

removed to the City of Marion.

Senator Harding was educated in the pub-

lic schools of Caledonia and from 1879 to

1882 was a student of the old Ohio Central

College at Iberia. He received the degree

Bachelor of Science from that institution and
while in college was editor of the Spectator,

a college paper. His success in the manage-

ment of this journal had much to do with

fostering and encouragiiig his natural incli-

nation in the direction of newspaper work.

He taught school for a time, also read law,

but abandoned the idea of that profession and
thus the law lost a most promising disciple.

Senator Harding is a veteran newspaper
man and has long been regarded as one of the

ablest writers, most logical thinkers and ora-

tors in Ohio. He actively entered the field of

journalism at Marion in 1884 as local editor

of the Marion ]Mirror. In November of the

same year he bought the Clarion Daily Star,

and in 1885 btgan the pul)lication of a weekly

edition. For a number of years he has been
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president of the Harding Publishing Com-
pany, the compan.y that publishes the Marion
Star. The Star is a great newspaper, one of

the best in Northwest Ohio, and has long been
regarded as one of the chief organs of the

republican party.

During his younger j'ears as a newspaper
man Mr. Harding became increasingly iden-

tified with the affairs of his political party
but never sought honors for himself until his

newspaper business was firmly established. In
the summer of 1899 he was nominated for

state senator from the Thirteenth District,

including the counties of Logan, Union, IMa-

rion and Hardin. He wa.s elected and re-

elected in 1901. and was the first person in

the district to break the one term rule. He
served through two full terms, from 1900 to

1904. In June, 1903, at the Republican State

Convention at Columbus he was nominated
by acclamation for the office of lieutenant

governor, and was elected and proved a most
capable and dignified presiding officer over
the Senate during the Seventy-sixth General
Assembly. In 1910 Mr. Harding was the
republican nominee for governor of Ohio, but
was defeated that year by Mr. Harmon. As
a culmination of his political career came
his election to the United States Senate from
Ohio for the term beginning in 1915 and
ending in 1921. "While one of the younger
members of the Senate he is today easily one
of the leaders in effective intluence and work
in the solution of the grave national problems
before our Government and Nation.

Senator Harding is a member of the Bap-
tist Church and lielongs to the Clarion Club
at Marion. He married July 8. 1891. Flor-
ence Kling of Marion, only daughter of Amos
H. Kling.

Phillip "Wiltox Ewing during a long and
honorable participation in local business af-

fairs at Findlay has promoted himself from
the ranks of a worker until he is now a con-
trolling factor in several of that city's insti-

tutions, being president of the First National
Bank and president of the Ohio Bank and
Savings Company.
Of Pennsylvania German stock, he was

born in Pleasant Township of Hancock Coun-
ty, December 29, 1863, and spent his early
life on a farm, where he attended country
schools and the Findlay High School and oil

leaving school was granted a .certificate to
teach, a vocation he followed two years. His
real inclination and talent were for business

and he gained his first experience as clerk in

a dry goods store at Findlay. Several years
later he started in business for himself under
the name of Dillinger & Ewing at Findlay,
and was a member of that firm for eight or
nine years.

He was also a figure in local politics, being
a democrat, and in 1899 was elected clerk of
the court and re-elected to the office in 1902.

Mr. Ewing now has upwards of a hundred
oil wells under his management and was very
active in the oil business from 1902 to 1912.
He then reorganized the City Bank of Find-
lay as the Ohio Bank and Savings Company,
and has since been its president. In October,
1915, he and associates bought a controlling

interest in the First National Bank, and he
was elected president. Thus he is at the head
of two of the leading financial concerns of
Hancock County, and is a strong and con-
ser\'ative force in local business affairs. He
is now an independent in politics, is a mem-
ber of the First Presbyterian Church, and
belongs to several clubs. Unlike many suc-

cessful men, Mr. E\^ing credits a gi-eat deal
of his prosperity to luck, though others would
probably say that hard work and a steadfast

purpose have been controlling factors in his

destiny as in the career of even' human life.

In 1885 he married Miss Annette Poe,
daughter of Nelson Poe, a farmer of Liberty
Township, Hancock County. ]\Irs. Ewing now
owns 103 acres of laud which was originally

a tract of Government land and was acquired
by her grandfather in the very early days.

Mr. and ]Mrs. Ewing have two children

:

Mrs. David Kirk of Findlay; and Edgar P.,

now assistant cashier of the Ohio Bank and
Savings Company.

Philander C. Beard. At his death in To-
ledo. April 21, 1910, Philander C. Beard was
the oldest member of the Lucas County bar,

and for a great many years, in fact iintil a

short time before his death, was senior mem-
ber of the law firm of Beard and Beard.

Eighty-one years of age at the time of his

death, he had spent a long and useful career
in Ohio. He was of a pioneer family, and
his life had run concurrently with many of
the most interesting epochs in the state's his-

tory. In earlier years he was noted as an
abolitionist, and later equally known for his

ardent advocacy of the cause of temperance.
He was a fine lawyer, but was most widely
esteemed and is most deserving of memory
for his nobility and depth of character.
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A native of Morrow County, Ohio, where
he was bom March 4, 1829, his parents, Reu-
ben and Eliza Beard, came from the East and
established a home in Ohio not long after

the opening of the Northwest Territory to

settlement. They represented the best type

of American citizenship and were people of

culture and high ideals in spite of the cir-

cumscribed life which they lived on the

frontier.

Born in a log cabin Philander C. Beard
spent all his early years in a home of simple

comforts but in an atmosphere conducive to

the formation of right pui-poses and high

character. His parents were able to afford

him such advantages as was given by the dis-

trict schools, and it was largely his perse-

verance and determination that opened up a

larger career to him. He qualified as a

teacher, taught for several years in Morrow
County and ad.iacent districts, and with his

earnings had one year of training in Oberlin

College. He went out from the college walls

and resumed his work as a teacher and in

1850 was elected justice of the peace for Ben-
nington Township. In the meantime he had
assiduously pursued the study of law as op-

portunity oifered and in 1852 wa.s admitted
to the bar. Thus he had been a member of

the Ohio bar for more than fifty years.

After successfully practicing his profession

for more than a quarter of a century in Mor-
roTV, Knox and Delaware counties, Mr. Beard
in 1878 moved to Toledo and engaged in prac-

tice with his son, Ellsworth M. Beard.
He entered upon the stage of active life

about the time the old whig party was dis-

solving and events were rapidly bringing
about a crystalization of opinion and a re-

alignment of political forces which resulted

in the republican party. By birth and train-

ing Mr. Beard became identified with the

anti-slavery movement, and this sympathy
was re-enforced by the year spent at Oberlin

College, which was one of the most important
strongholds of abolitionists. The history of

the underground railway through Ohio could

not well be written without reference to this

vigorous young lieutenant in the service and
it is .said that he himself was instrumental

in taking many fugitive .slaves to freedom.
After the slavery question was definitely set-

tled by the war I\Ir. Beard espoused with the

same ardor and earnestness the cause of tem-
perance. When he came to Toledo and began
the practice of law he was warned by his

friends that his professional practice would

suffer if he persisted in his advocacy of tem-
perance, but he nevertheless remitted not one
whit of his zeal and he canvassed Toledo and
all Northwestern Ohio making speeches for

temperance and condemning the liquor traf-

fic. The predictions of his friends proved
true at the beginning, but eventually his

firm stand brought about a reaction to his

benefit and he enjoyed a large and select

clientage from the best class of citizens.

The late Mr. Beard was one of the most
active members of the Washington Street

Congregational Church after 1884, and the
society had no stronger member, one more
devoted to the e.ssentials of Christianity or
who lived according to his ideals and lights

more strictly every day and every hour.

Mrs. Lucette Beard, widow of the late Phi-
lander C. Beard, died at the home of her
son, Ellsworth M., in Toledo January 28,

1914, at the age of seventy-three. They had
enjoyed a long companionship and together
they built up a home and trained to worthy
careers their sons and daughters. Mrs. Beard
before her marriage was Lucette Manville.

She was also an active worker in the Wash-
ington Street Congregational Church. To
their marriage were born seven children, one
of whom died in infancy, while the others
are : Rev. Reuben A., now pastor of the
First Congregational Church at Fargo, North
Dakota; Mrs. Loma McCune, a widow living

in Toledo ; Ellsworth M., a prominent Toledo
attorney; Vernon V., who for some years
has been in the tourist business with the firm
of Kinfort, Gelespi & Bond with offices on
Broadway, New Yoi-k City; Charles who
lives at Toledo but travels for a wholesale
drug firm of Chicago ; Roland A., who is con-

nected with one of the large ice companies
at Cleveland. All the children were bom in

Morrow County, except Roland, the young-
est, who is a native of Toledo.

Ellsworth il. Be.\rd. A son of the late

veteran lawyer of Toledo, Philander C. Beard,
Ellsworth il. Beard has been for more than
a quarter of a century actively engaged in

practice in that city, was long associated with
his father under the firm name of Beard &
Beard and as a tribute to that association

still conducts his business under the name
Beard & Beard. Mr. Beard has for the past

twenty years had his offices in the Spitzer

Building, and only recently he removed from
the fifth to the ninth floor of that building,
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in order to acquire a much larger suite for

the handling of his growing practice.

Born in Bloomfield Township, Morrow
County, Ohio, February 17, 1862, he is the

third of the seven children of the late Phi-

lander C. and Lucette (Manville) Beard.
While he was reared in a home of many com-
forts he also experienced some of the vicissi-

tudes which harden determination and re-en-

force the sinews of character when he was
still a young man. He attended the public
schools of Morrow County and of Toledo and
was about seventeen when the family came to

Toledo. Diiring the unprecedented financial

panic of 1873 his father lost everything, and
the son, then twenty-one years of age, had
to face life on his own account and co-operate
in the rehabilitation of the family fortune.

For two years he was a teacher in the public
schools of Wood County, Ohio, then applied
himself industriously to the study of law
under his father, ancl in 1887 was admitted to

the bar at Toledo and at once formed a part-
nership with his father under the name of
Beard & Beard. For many years he has en-

joyed a large and high grade general practice
as a lawyer.

In politics he is independent, and has stur-

dily worked for the best interests of his home
city and for the cause of clean and whole-
some municipal government. He is a mem-
ber of the Ohio State Bar Association, the
National Union and the Toledo Automobile
Club. His favorite recreations are horseback
riding and golf.

Like his father he is devoted to religious
work, has for many years been active in Jhe
Washington Street Congregational Church,
and is especially prominent in its Sunday
School. He was first assistant superintendent
of the Sunday School for more than a quarter
of a century, and for the past four years has
been its superintendent. This Sunday School
is the larsest in Toledo, having an enrollment
of 1,450 members. It is known as the Marion
Lawrance Sunday School, having been named
in honor of Marion Lawrance who was for
thirty-one years superintendent and who is

now general secretary of the International
Sunday School Association and the world
wide leader in Sunday School work. Mr.
Beard was assistant for many years while
Mr. Lawrance was in charge of the Sunday
School and it is an honor of which he may
well be proud that he succeeded this notable
leader in Sunday School work.

In February, 1881, Mr. Beard married ]\Iiss

Cora Campbell, who before her marriage was
a teacher in the Toledo Public schools. She
died in 1885, leaving one son, William E.,

who is now in the real estate business at

Toledo. On July 12, 1889, Mr. Beard married
Miss Lillian Donnolly of Toledo. To this

union were born four children : Shirley W.,
who died in December, 1908. at the age of
fourteen, and was at that time in the Toledo
High School as a student; Dorothy L., who
is a member of the class of 1916 in" the Scott
High School; Marion, who die<J in 1904 at
the age of six mouths ; and Ruth, now attend-
ing the grade schools. All the children were
born in Toledo.

Jonas J. Hulse is cashier of the Commer-
cial National Bank of Upper Sandusky. He
has been well known in Wyandot County
since early youth. In early life he was a
farmer, gaining a college education in the
intervals of hard work and has applied him-
self successfully to larger business affairs.

Mr. Hulse was born on a farm on the Carey
Road five miles north of Upper Sandusky
November 7, 1864. He is the son of Jonas
and Lucy (Davis) Hulse and is of German
and Welsh stock. His grandfather Silas

Hulse came to Wyandot County in the early
days, and was for a number of years known
as a successful teacher in the crude but ef-

fective schools of the pioneers. Silas Hulse
died at an early age, leaving his family with
but little of this world's goods. Jonas Hulse,
Sr., who was one of seven or eight children,

was born on a farm in Wyandot County and
at an early age he and his brother Jason went
to live with Judge Carey near what is now
the Town of Carey, where they remained until

they were eighteen. Later the family home
was established on a farm near Lovell, and
there the sons provided for the comfort of
their mother. After the discovery of gold in
California, three of the brothers alternated
in going to the Pacific Coast as miners, one
of them always remaining behind with the
widowed mother. Wlien Jonas Hulse re-

turned from his last trip to California around
Cape Horn, about 1860, he bought the home
farm. There he took his wife after his mar-
riage in 1863, and there he died in August,
1864.

His son, Jonas J. Hulse, grew up in the
country, attended district schools in the win-
ter time and during the summer seasons as-

sisted in the work of the home farm. In 1880,
when he was sixteen years of age he first en-
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tered the Ohio "Wesleyan University at Dela-

ware and took up the classical course. It

was not possible for him to remain in school

continuously since his presence was required

at home in the management of the farm. He
managed to keep up his work in spite of long

intermissions and in 1891 was graduated A. B.

While in college he was a member of the

Alpha Tau Omega fraternity.

His mother, Lucy Olive Hulse, died in

Upper Sandusky, in the year 1893. Just

prior to this time Mr. Hulse went to Eastern
Tennessee, and was there connected with a

lumber firm for several years. He returned

to Wyandot County in 1900, and promoted
the org-anization of the Commercial National

Bank of Upper Sandusky. He became one of

its first board of directors, and has been
cashier of this strong institution from the

beginning.
ilr. Hiilse is treasurer of the Upper San-

dusky Telephone Company, a member of the

Board of Library Trustees, and is chairman
of the County Executive Committee of the

Wyandot County Young Men's Christian As-

sociation. Mr. Hulse is one of the pi-ominent

laymen of the Methodist Episcopal Church, is

a trustee of the First Methodist Episcopal

Church of Upper Sandusky and secretary of

the Quarterly Conference. His faithfulness in

service was recognized by his election as a

member of the General Conference of his

church in 1916, and by his appointment as a
member of the Board of Control of the Ep-
worth League.

In 189.3 at Harriman, Tennessee, ilr. Hulse
married Frances Lilly Dnrflinger, daughter
of Philip and Sarah (Burnham) Dnrflinger.

Mrs. Hulse 's people were residents of Madi-
son County, Ohio, and went to Harriman in

1890. IMr". and ]\Irs. Hulse have three chil-

dren : ilarjory, who was graduated from Ohio
Wesleyan University in 1917; Alfred Philip,

now a member of the junior class of Ohio
Wesleyan University, and Frances, born in

Hon. James ^Mackenzie. One of Northwest
Ohio's most distinguished citizens was the late

Judge James Mackenzie, who died at Lima
May 9, 1901. His career is still continued in

business and professional fields at Lima
through his sons Eugene C. and William L.,

both of Lima.

Born at Dundee, Scotland, July 14, 1814,

James Mackenzie was a .son of William Lyon
Mackenzie, who was born in Scotland March

12, 1795. In 1820 he removed with his family
to Canada and four years later established

the Colonial Advocate at Toronto. In 1828
he was elected to the Provincial Parliament
and thenceforward he was a leader in Domin-
ion politics and especially in the reformed
party. In 1832 he was sent as a delegate to

London with a petition of grievances. He
was elected the first mayor of Toronto in

1834, and in his public and his private capac-

ity he continiied to insist on reform in every
In-anrh of the Government. Through his

nf\v.s|ia|>iT The Constitution he publicly at-

tacked the lieutenant general of the Dominion.
II(' look an ai-tive part in tlic iusurrectinn of

1837, lieaeling a band of armed insurL'riils who
demauded a settlement of grievaincs fi-om the

lieutenant general. In consequence of this

participation in armed rebellion against the

constituted authority of Government he was
banished, and he lived in the United States

until the amnesty proclamation of 1849. He
then returned to Canada, at once resumed his

conspicuous place in public affairs, and served

as a member of parliament from 1850 to 1858.

His death occurred at Toronto in 1861.

The late James Mackenzie absorbed the high
ideals and many of the characteristics which
subsequently distinguished him from his

famous father. He learned the printing busi-

ness in his father's office and wa.s a young
man of twenty-three, when in 1837 he crossed

the international boundary line and joined

the insurgents along the frontier in the Cana-
dian insurrection of that year. He was his

father's closest friend and sympathizer and
later he started a paper at Lockport, New
York, designed to help the Canadian cause,

naming it the Fi'eeman's Advocate. This
journal was widely eii-cwlated along the fron-

tier, but was disroutimieil in 1839. Subse-
quently he was employed as editor by the fii"m

of Vick & Company of Rochester of the daily

paper, the Workingmen 's Advocate, and when
this paper was sold and re-established as the
Rocliester Advertiser Mr. Mackenzie con-

tinued for a time as reporter and local editor.

On coming to Ohid "Mr. ^lackenzie located

at Cleveland, whi-re lie i-esumed the law
studies which he had begun in Lockport. spent
some time in the office of Bishop & Backus,
and was admitted to the bar in 1843. He then
removed to Henry County, Ohio, and while
awaiting cases he taught school and took an
active interest in politics. He was elected

township clerk and in 1844 prosecuting attor-

ney, but resigned the latter office in 1845 and
removed to Putnam Countv. Journalism had a
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stronger hold on him than the law, and in Put-
nam County lie bought the Kalida Venture, a

democratic paper which he built up as a

widely circulated and influential journal in

that and other counties. He continued pro-

prietor of the Kalida Venture for ten years.

In the meantime in 1846 he was elected prose-

cuting attorney of Putnam County and re-

elected in 1848 and 1850. In 1853 he was
elected a member of the Ohio State Legislat-

ure, and again in 1856 became prosecuting
attorney of Putnam County. He was thus
closely identified with the political activities

of Ohio during that exciting period of the

decade preceding the war.

Judge ilackenzie brought his family to

Allen County in 1858 and for 21^ years was
editor and publisher of the Allen County
Democrat. In 1861 and in 1863 he was elected

prosecuting attorney of Allen County, and in

the fall of 1865 was elected judge of the court

of common pleas to supply a vacancy. He was
elected to the full term of that office in 1869
and again in 1874. His long term as a judge
came to a close in Februaiy, 1879, after four-

teen years on the bench, and there are still

some of the older lawyei"s in Northwestern
Ohio who have a kindly and grateful memory
of this just and honorable judge. On retiring

from the bench he took up active practice at

Lima with Theodore D. Robb as partner. He
has been described as a man scrupulously up-
right and one who never could be convinced
that a question was right unless his judgment
told him so. This solid judicial sense with a
kind of intellectual honesty and freedom from
all bias, made him admirably fitted for so

responsible a position as that of judge. During
the war period he had rendered effective serv-

ice through his civil office and also on many
occasions as a friend of liberty and a sup-
porter of the Union movement.
Judge Mackenzie married Lucina P. Leon-

ard. To their union were born seven children,

two sons and five daughters.

Eugene C. Mackenzie. For fully forty
years Eugene C. Mackenzie has been one of

the leading men in Allen County, both in pub-
lic and business affairs. He is a former
county clerk of the county and is now active

manager of one of the leading coal companies
of the city.

He was born in 1856 at Kalida, Putnam
County, Ohio, a son of Judge James ^laek-
enzie, who in 1858 brought his family to

Allen County, Ohio. Eugene C. ^Mackenzie
grew up in Allen County, gained a public

school education, and in 1876, at the age of
twentj- became deputy county clerk. After a
number of years of experience in that office

he was elected in 1882 county clerk and served
two terms. He then bought a flour mill at

Lima and operated it until 1892 when it was
Durned. 3Ir. Mackenzie then became identi-

fied with the Manhattan Oil Company in

charge of the shipping department at the
refinery in Wood County. In 1900 on the
organization of the Fidelity Coal & Supply
Company he became its manager at Lima,
and that has been his principal business for
the past fifteen years.

Mr. ilackenzie is a thirty-second degree
Scottish Rite Mason. He married Ella Gor-
ton, daughter of William B. Gorton. Their
children are Helen JI. and James Gorton
IMackenzie. The son is an architect by profes-

sion but now gives his time chiefly to farming
and the real estate business.

William Leonard Mackenzie, of the firm

Mackenzie & Weadock, a prominent prac-

ticing attorney and a leading factor in several

large corporations, is a Ohio man by birth,

training and education. Admitted to the bar
in 1882, he at once opened an office at Lima,
and, through his able qualities as a lawyer,

and his stable, popular traits as a man, has
continued his progress both in the develop-

ment of a professional reputation and a
profitable legal business.

Mr. ^lackenzie was born at Lima, Allen
County, Ohio, July 10, 1859, and acquired his

education in the public schools. The sou of

Hon. James Mackenzie, a well known Lima
attorney, he pursued his legal studies in the

office and under the capable preceptorship of

his father, and was admitted to the bar in

1882. His practice has been broad in scope
and character, embracing both civil and crim-

inal law, and the formation, development and
conservation of large corporations and busi-

ness interests, and at various times he has
been connected with others in professional

partnersliips, the present firm of Mackenzie &
Weadock consisting of Mr. ^Mackenzie, James
J. Weadock, Ralph P. Mackenzie and Paul T.

Landis. The offices of the concern are in the

Holines Building. Mr. Mackenzie has not
sought preferment in public life, but served
two (2) terms in the capacity of city solicitor

during the early years of his practice. He
was appointed by Governor Cox as a member
of the commission for the building of the

Fort Amanda ^Monument, and has been identi-

fied with other public movements and enter-
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prises. As a participant in business and
financial aifairs, he is vice president of the

Oerman-American Bank and a director in the

South Side Building and Loan Association of

Lima. His professional connections are with
the Allen County Bar Association and the

Ohio State Bar Association, while he is also

widely known in fraternal and social circles,

being a member of the Lima Club, the Shaw-
nee Country Club and the Benevolent aud
Protective Order of Elks. He is interested

also in historical matters, and is a director of

the Allen County Historical Society.

Mr. Mackenzie was married June 12, 1884,

to Miss Florence H. Holmes, of Lima, daugh-
ter of Brannon P. Holmes, and they have two
sons: William H., a graduate of Lawrence-
ville College and Yale University, and now
connected with the German-American Bank
of Lima, married Miss Edith Finley, of Lima,
daughter of John Finley, and has one daugh-
ter, Mary ; and Ralph P., a graduate of Law-
renceville College, Yale LTniversity, and the

University of ilicliigan, class of 1913, and
now a practicing attorney and member of the

firm of Mackenzie & Weadock.

Frank H. Aldrich has been one of the most
successful men in Toledo devoting their

artistic energies to the commercial phases of

the profession. As a commercial designer,

]\Ir. Aldrich has his offices and studio in The
Fifty Associates Building. He has built up
a large clientage, has held responsible posi-

tions as a designer, and his personal service

is now in demand by the advertising trade and
by a large group of individual business firms

and others.

He was born in Fulton County, Ohio, ilarcli

29, 1866, a son of Harvey and Eugenia (Han-
dy) Aldrich. His father was also a native

of Fulton County, was a prominent republi-

can, and for four years licld the office of sheriff

in that county, ile died in 1882.

The only son aud child of his parents.

Frank H. Aldrich attended the grammar and
high schools of his native county, and after-

wards had a course in art in New York City

to supplement Ids own unusual talent in that

direction. He began his career as a newspaper
man, and for five years was editor of a coun-

try paper. In 1898 he removed to Toledo and
became a designer for the Peninsular Engrav-
ing Company's l)i-aiifli i>f the main Detroit

house. Mr. Aldrii-h h:i(l iMitire charge of tlie

designing and cnt;raviiiy- phint at Toledo for

the first year and remained with the firm as

superintendent for five years. He withdrew
from the Peninsular Company to engage in

the Advertising Service Company with G. E.
Harter under the name Harter & Aldrich.

After two years the business was succeeded
by an association with Chas. F. Dowd, under
tlie naiue of Aldrich & Dowd, and they were
together five years, with offices in the Spitzer

& Nasby buildings. Since the withdrawal of

Mr. Dowd from the partnership Mr. Aldrich
has followed business by himself in the crea-

tion and designing of advertising and commer-
cial art. Mr. Aldrich has developed tlie art

of engrossing on parchment to a high degree,

being recognized throughout the country as

a leader in that line. His work is largely

used by banks, corporations and fraternal

societies.

He is a member of Toledo Lodge No. 141,

Free and Accepted Masons, belongs to the

Artklan and Commerce clubs and is a demo-
crat in politics. On November 22, 1893, he
married Miss Kate Stevens. Her father was
James M. Stevens. To their marriage were
born two children, Zilpha and Harvey.

CharijES W. Counter. Friends of good
government in Lucas County have reason for

congratulation on the re-election of Charles
W. Counter for a second term as county com-
missioner. Mr. Counter was elected by a large

plurality in November, 1916. He is one of
Toledo's old and honored business men, and
during the many years spent in this city he
has also taken a public spirited part in local

affairs.

He is a native of Canada, having been born
at London in the Province of Ontario October
11, 1846. His parents were Charles and Jane
A. (Watts) Counter. His father who was
born in Devonshire, England, emigrated to

the Province of Ontario about 1840, and soon
afterwards settled at Gait. He was a shoe-

maker by trade, and carried on quite an ex-

tensive business in custom slioe making. From
Gait he niiKived i,, l.nn.leii, wliere he re-

mained until \i^'u. ((inlinued the same busi-

ness in Clinton, Ontario, from 18.57 to 1870
and then migi'ated to Belleville, Kansas, where
he took up the land which lie farmed until his

death. In his family were eleven children,

eight of whom are still living.

The second oldest of the family, Charles W.
Counter lived at home until he was twenty-
one years of age. He grew up in a home of

substantial comforts, gained a good education,

and learned the shoemaker's trade under his
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father. In October, 1867, going to Jackson,

Michigan, Mr. Counter worked at his trade

for a time, but soon afterwards removed to

Toledo, where he has resided for upwards of

fifty years. The first eight years spent in this

city lie followed his trade, and he then opened

a "stock of retail shoes and similar wares,

though continuing to do work for a large cus-

tom trade which he had built up. While con-

tinuing the shoe business Mr. Counter bought

a tract of fourteen acres within the corporate

limits of Toledo, and devoted it to gardening

and the raising of flowers. All of the land'

was used for those purposes at one time, but

tlie business has now been specialized for the

growing of flowers under glass. The green-

houses located on ^Michigan Avenue are under
tlie direct supervision of Mrs. Counter and
tlieir son. It is one of the chief sources of

line cut flowers for the Toledo trade, and the

product is sold both wholesale and retail.

In December, 1875, at Toledo ilr. Counter
married Jessie N. Scott. Her father Peter

Scott was born in Scotland, came to America
in 1853, lived for a time in Philadelphia, and
from there came to Ohio. Mr. and ilrs. Coun-
ter have four children : John S., Nellie R.. a

teacher in the public schools of Toledo. Ade-
laide A., and Charles M. All these children

were liberally educated in the local schools.

Ever since becoming an American citizen

]\Ir. Counter has been actively affiliated with

the democratic party. He has done much
work in behalf of its welfare, and every posi-

tion of trust given him has brought out the

best of his abilities in true service. For two
years he was a member of the city council

from the First Ward, and he was also ap-

pointed to the office of city forester, holding
that place 41/0 years. In 1914 he was elected

a county commissioner and was re-elected on
November 7, 1916.

In addition to his other business interests

Mr. Counter for the past sixteen .years has
been general agent at Toledo for the Equitable
Life Assurance Association, and through his

business and his public position he has ren-

dered every possible service within his power
to the betterment and upbuilding of this city.

His favorite recreations are the games of

cricket and curling. He learned cricket as

a l)oy in Canada, and was long an official mem-
ber of the Toledo Cricket Club, which main-
tained well equipped grounds, but was finally

abandoned. Mr. Counter is also a leader in

the Toledo Commerce Club.

Samuel B. Sne.vth, whose life began al-

most contemporaneous with the founding of

Tiffin and was identified by residence and
business interests with that community for

upwards of seventy years, had perhaps as im-

portant a part in sustaining and fostering the

growth of that city as any other individual

in its history.

In 1827 Tiffin had become the home of his

parents Richard and Catherine (Baugher)

Sneath. It was a pioneer era in this section

of Ohio. Ninety years ago there was not a

railway line in the entire country, and the

beginning had not even been made in the de-

velopment of the Ohio canal system. It was
a typical frontier community in which

Samuel B. Sneath first saw the light of day
on December 19, 1828. The family home-

stead was then located on Washington Street

opposite the site of the present Court House
in Tiffin. His father, of Scotch lineage, was
a native of Delaware. He moved to Maryland
where he married Miss Catherine Baugher, a

native of Frederick County, that state. The
Baughers were among the old colonial fam-

ilies. Richard Sneath was a pioneer merchant
and manufacturer at Tiffin, and died there in

18-12 at the age of fifty-six. Energetic and
able, he prospered in most of his enterprises

but met considerable financial loss before his

death. He was a whig in polities. His widow
died at Tiffin at the age of sixty-eight. They
had eight children whom they reared to ma-
turity. Their son Richard went to California

in 1849 and became one of the prominent
pioneer citizens of San Francisco. He ac-

quired wealth and also large influence and at

one time was president of the Board of Trade
at San Francisco. In his home he entertained

the ^linister of China while in San Francisco.

In such schools as were maintained at Tiffin

during the '30s and '40s Samuel B. Sneath
acquired his education. He was thirteen

when his father died and at tlie age of fifteen

he found work in the old fanning mill fac-

tory established by his father. He also

clerked in a dry goods store about three years.

In 1853 he became a partner of Jesse Shriver
in the dr^' goods and clothing business eon-

ducted under the name of Shriver & Sneath.

This firm had a prosperous existence for

about eight years. For thirty years Mr.
Sneath was in the produce business and
gradually developed a grain trade which is

the basis today of a large grain firm in which
his .son is an interested participant.
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During the last half century of his life Mr.
Sneath became widely known as a banker,

railroad ovvner and manufacturer. In 1865
he was one of the incorporators of the Na-
tional Exchange Bank of Tiffin. Associated

with him in that enterprise were John D.

Loomis, R. W. Shawhan, A. J. Sneath, J. I^.

.Naylor, H. A. Buskirk, S. il. Ogden, Able
Rawson, A. B. Hovey, J. H. Good, Levi Davis,

John Swigart, J. H. Pittinger, Robert Smith,

B. T. Stickuey and J. A. McFarland—com-
prising a list of notable business men of the

time, of which Samuel B. Sneath was per-

haps the last sui-vivor. In 1876 Mr. Sneath
took an active part in the organization of the
Commercial Bank of Tiffin, served for many
years as its cashier, and subsequently was
president. A few years before his death this

was reorganized as a National bank, and Mr.
Sneath continued as one of its directors until

his death. For some years he had also been
interested in banking in New Orleans.

His power and influence as a business man
were directed from time to time to the im-
provement of Tiffin's standing as a com-
mercial and industrial center. There were
few if any of the big industries started in the

city with which his name was not associated.

For several years he was connected with the
great Western Pottery Company, with the
National ^Machinery Company, and was one
of the principal stockholders in the Tiffin

Glass Factory which subsequently was re-

moved to Indiana, and in which he continued
as a stockholder.

As a railway builder his name is most
closely associated with the building of the
Tiffin, Fostoria & Eastern Electric Railway
between Tiffin and Fostoria. He not only
built but had the management of the line the
rest of his life. One of his cherished plans
was to construct another railway between
Tiffin and Clyde. Advancing years proved
the greatest obstacle to that accomplishment.
A few years before his death he had acquired
the Tiffin City Railway, and spent a large
amount of money in rehabilitating the system,
and in improving the facilities of the service.

He was responsible for those extensions which
enabled Tiffin to reach by rapid transit the
two beautiful parks Meadowbrook and River-
view, which are among the noted beauty spots
in that section of Ohio. l\Ir. Sneath spent
much money on the improvement of River-
view Park, a property which he had acquired
as part of the Tiffin Electric Railway and
Power Company's assets.

It is said that Mr. Sneath spent nearly a
year of earnest effort in inducing the Balti-

more & Ohio Railway Company to construct
their line through Tiffin. Without his co-

operation at this critical juncture Tiffin might
have been left to one side and its futui'e de-

velopment permanently crippled. It was
the large financial contribution made by Mr.
Sneath which assured Tiffin the possession of

the Webster Manufacturing plant.

During the later years of his life Mr.
Sneath spent much of his time away from his

residence city of Tiffin. He had a summer
home at Port Colburn in Canada and nearly
all the winter months were passed at New
Orleans. For several years he had suffered

from ill health and at the close of December
in 1914 he had gone with his wife and daugh-
ter and his physician to New Orleans and
soon after to Pass Christian, Mississippi,

where a house had been taken for their future
home. In this southern seaport death came
to the aged financier January 7, 1915, when
he was past eighty-six.

As a local newspaper said in editorial

tribute: "Although much of his time has
been necessarily demanded by his business
he took a lively interest in the welfare and
conduct of the community. He never sought
official position, evidently preferring to use
his influence as a citizen merely. In the

death of Mr. Sneath, Tiffin has lost one of her
best and most useful citizens, and a man who
has done much toward bringing this city to

its present place as one of the most flourish-

ing cities of its size in the state. Mr. Sneath
succeeded along with the city and this suc-
cess he shared liberalty with the community
and for this due credit should be accorded
him by all those who have enjoyed the benefits

of Tiffin 's progressiveness.
'

'

During his frequent visits to the South Mr.
Sneath recognized the wonderful opportu-
nities for the commercial development in that
section and in 1901 began to invest in New-
Orleans. He assisted in reorganizing a bank
now known as the Interstate Trust and Bank-
ing Company, was made a director, and his

energy proved the turning point in the bank's
prosperity and influence. He was also con-
nected with the ilortgage Securities Com-
pany of New Orleans. For many years he had
spent several months of each winter in the
South.

In 1861 Mr. Sneath married Mary L. Davis,
also a native of Tiffin and a daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Levi Davis. Their companionship
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was interrupted after seven years in 1868

and she was survived by a daughter and son.

The daughter is Mrs. C. F. M. Niles, wife of

a former prominent banker at Toledo. The
son is Ralph D. Sneath, an active business

man of Tiffin elsewhere referred to.

In November, 1879, Mr. Sneath married
Laura A. Stephenson of Findlay. Mrs. Sneath

is one of the notable women of Northwest
Ohio. Her parents were William and Mary
A. Stephenson, her father a native of linox

County, Ohio, and her mother of Pennsyl-

vania. Her mother's people were pioneers in

Licking County, Ohio. Her great-gi-and-

father, Patrick Anderson, was a member of

the staff of General Washington in the Revo-

lutionaiy war, and his son James was captain

of a company in the same aiTuy. General

Washington was deeply interested in various

projects for building canals or other traffic-

ways across the Allegheny ^Mountains into the

Middle West, and by appointment from him
when President, Patrick Anderson made some
preliminary surveys along the Hudson River
for a route for a canal, plans which were sub-

sequently carried out in the construction of

the Erie Canal.

Mrs. Sneath was educated in the high
school at Findlay and in Normal School and
was a teacher for a number of years. She
taught four .years in the Tiffin High School.

Throughout most of her life she has been a

devout member of the Presbyterian Church.
She has the distinction of having served as

the first vice-president of the Woman's
Federation of Clubs in America. Woman's,
club work was her chief interest for many
years. She took part in the organization of
the Federation in 1890, and assisted in or-

ganizing the first club at Tiffin. Since her
husband's death she has given up most of
these interests in order to devote her time and
ability to various extensive business affairs.

She is a director of the Interstate Trust and
Banking Company and the Mortgage Secur-
ity Company of New Orleans, and was for-

merly on the executive committee of the bank
in that city. She is president of the Tiffui,

Fostoria and Eastern Railway, and a director
in the Sneath Glass Company. ^Irs. Sneath
was the mother of two children : Richard W.,
who died at the age of seven years; and
Marian Lee, now the wife of Justice Wilson,
a prominent Toledo attorney.

Adam R. Winter spent most of his life in
Northwest Ohio, and, after the close of the

Civil war, in which he took a part, was en-
gaged in business as a merchant for about
thirty years.

He was born in Crawford County, near
New Washington, on the 17th of July, 1846,
the son of Martin and Catherine Winter.
When a boy he lost his father and because
the family was large and means limited, was
early thrown upon his own resources and
compelled to make his own living. He was
not yet fifteen when the war broke out, and
yet had the strongest desire to enlist at the
beginning of that trouble and sanguinary con-

flict. He refrained because of the objection

of his widowed mother. For several years he
worked steadily in a drug store at Bueyrus.f'
Earl.v in 1864, unable to resist longer the call

of his country, he enlisted in Company D, of

the Fifteenth Regiment of the Ohio Volun-
teer Infantry, and served with that organiza-

tion until the close of the war. He saw active

service in several battles and with his regi-

ment participated in a part of the Atlanta
campaign. After the surrender of Lee, his

regiment with others was sent to Texas on a

mission known onlj- to the administration at

Washington. He remained in that part of

the South for several months after the real

close of the great civil conflict. On returning
home he was granted an honorable discharge.

After the war Adam R. Winter engaged in

business at Benton, in Crawford County, and
for a number of years was senior member of
the firm of Winter & Temple. They dealt in

general merchandise and did an immense
business covering a wide territory. For a

couple of years the firm was located at Care^^
and from there moved to Bucyrus. ]\Ir. Win-
ter finally retired from merchandising and
went upon a farm near Melmore, but in a

year or so found himself again impelled into

business affairs. Returning to Benton he re-

sumed business at the old stand, for a time
being the senior member of the firm of Winter
& Longwell. He also served for a number of

years as postmaster of Benton. On his final

retirement from business he removed to

Bucyrus, where he lived until his death on
January 2, 1902.

Mr, Winter was active in the Grand Army
of the Republic and was also a member of the

Masonic Order and the National Union. In
early manhood he united with the Methodist
Episcopal Church and was a working mem-
ber of the churches in the different localities

where he had his home. He was always
greatly interested in civic affairs and never
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failed to do his duty as a citizen. He was a

man of the strictest probity, and his word was
always considered as good as his bond in busi-

ness transactions.

At Benton, Ohio, in 1868, he married
Martha Ellen Dunlap, daughter of Daniel and
Isabella Dunlap, a pioneer family of that com-

munity. After his death she removed to

Toledo, and resided in that city with her son

until she passed away August 2, 1910. She
was a woman of lovable character and most
amiable disposition, and her home was her

greatest interest. They were the parents of

two children. The only son is Nevin Otto

Winter, author of this History of Northwest
Ohio. The daughter. Lulu, married Charles

Curtis Coyle, and is now living in Gallon.

They are the parents of two children, Eliza-

beth Eleanor and Charles Winter.

Nevin Otto Winter. The people of North-
west Ohio naturally have a special interest in

the author of this history. His literary repu-

tation is of course well known not only in

Ohio, but elsewhere, though it will not be out

of place to note some of the things he has

written and also the broad outline of fact

regarding his personal career. The publish-

ers therefore take this opportunity of pre-

senting a brief sketch of Mr. Winter. The
greater part of what follows is paraphrased
from an article that recently appeared in a

journal, with such additional facts as seem
pertinent.

In Toledo, where Mr. Winter has had his

home for a number of years, he is known as

a lawyer as well as a writer. The principle

which caused him to turn from law to letters

is briefly expressed as follows: "If you can't

find the book you are looking for, write it.
'

'

Mr. Winter, a son of the late Adam R.
Winter, was born at Benton, where his father

was long a business man. He wa.s graduated
from Ohio Wesleyan University with the de-

gree of bachelor of arts and received the

degree of bachelor of laws from Ohio State

University. Since his admission to the bar,

he has maintained a law office in Toledo. In
1916 he was granted the honorary degree of

doctor of letters (Litt. D.) by the Ohio Wes-
leyan University.

After leaving Ohio Wesleyan he spent a
year and a half traveling in Europe and
Northern Africa. A strongly developed intel-

lectual curiosity, and a desire to know and to

observe, have been dominant factors through-
out his life, and he has never been thoroughly

cured of the "wanderlust" which takes him
among strange peoples and into unusual
places.

A few years ago he made an extended trip

through Mexico. On his return, having be-

come much interested in the country, he
sought some authoritative and comprehensive
books dealing with Mexico and her people.

This search revealed only the fact that there

were no such books of recent publication, so

he spent his spare time in writing one and
readily found a publisher. The book ap-

peared under the title "Mexico and Iler Peo-
ple Today," in 1907, and it was so well

received in the literary world that it was i

included in the New York Times' list of "one
hundred best books" of the year. The re-

viewer, a former diplomat resident in Mexico,
pronounced it the best book that had appeared
on that country for two generations. It has
passed through many editions and was thor-

oughly revised in 1912, and several chapters

added. So pleased was a Japanese educa-
tional society that permission was requested
to translate it into Japanese to be used as a
text book on that country. Shortly afterward
Mr. Winter wrote "Guatemala and Her Peo-
ple of Today." Because of the appreciation
that attended these books, his publishers made
a proposition to Mr. Winter for an extensive
trip around South America, to be followed by
several books. After a thorough investigation

of the South American republics, he wrote
"Brazil and Her People of Today," "Argen-
tina and Her People of Today," and "Chili
and Her People of Today." 'These books and
the two preceding are classed by the publish-
ers as the "Latin-American Series." They
have established his reputation as an author-
ity upon the Latin-American countries, and
he has addres.sed many clubs and organ-
izations on these subjects. They are studies
of the country, the people and their customs,
with an historical background, rather than
books of travel. Mr. Winter has an interest-

ing manner of writing, at once accurate and
attractive, and has succeeded in investing all

his literary work with a charm of narrative
combined with the judgment of the real his-

torian.

At the suggestion of his publishers, a
European trip was made in 1912, in which
practically every part of European Russia
was visited, as a result of which "The Rus-
sian Empire of Today and Yesterday," and
"Poland of Today and Yesterday" appeared.
These books have attracted much attention.
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as they were published just before the out-

break of the European war and were the

latest authorities upon these countries. Edi-

tions have been published of several of the

books by the leading English publishing

houses in London, and they are found for sale

throughout all the English-speaking world.

Few public libraries will be found without

some of his books on the shelves. His latest

work was "Texas, the Marvellous," pub-

lished in 1916. "Florida; the Land of En-
chantment," followed in 1917 in a new series

called "See America First." Mr. Winter
has written articles for the North American
Review, World's Work, World Today, World
Outlook, Christian Herald, Technical World,

Leslie's Weekly, Travel, National Geographic
Magazine, Overland, and various religious

and other periodicals.

In November, 1913, Clark University, of

Worcester, Massachusetts, summoned a Latin-

American Conference, to which were invited

men considered leading authorities upon the

Latin-American countries. Among those in-

vited were college professors, writers, the

diplomats of the Latin-American republics

and American diplomats accredited to those

countries. Mr. Winter was invited to give

the leading paper upon the subject of Mexico.

This paper was afterwards published as a
monograph by the university. He had
entered into a contract with a prominent New
York publishing house to visit Germany, in

the fall of 1914, in order to prepare a book

upon that country and write a series of arti-

cles for a magazine, but was prevented by the

outbreak of the great war.

Mr. Winter is a trustee of the Toledo Pub-

lic Library; an official member of St. Paul's

Methodist Episcopal Church ; a member of

the Phi Kappa Psi and Phi Delta Phi fra-

ternities, the Toledo Commerce Club, the

Toledo Museum of Art, the Toledo Automo-
bile Club, the National Geographic Society,

the Pan-American Society, of New York, and
the American Academy of Political and So-

cial Science, of Philadelphia.
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